
By David Propper
Putnam Valley Elementary School 

students and staff welcomed a special 
guest Monday morning, a man that has 
been the center of the controversial new 
Common Core standards.

New York State Commissioner of 
Education Dr. John King walked the 

halls of the elementary school within 
the Putnam Valley school system, 
observing students and teachers during 
classroom time after he was invited to 
witness the district’s firm commitment 
of “raising student expectations and 
achievement,” according to an email 

By David Propper
Last Saturday, the parking lot for 

the Olympic Diner in Mahopac was 
nearly empty, and inside the longtime 
community fixture, only a few staffers 
and owner Nick Tsakonitis were stirring 
around. 

It was another day in what seems 
like far too long where the only thing 
missing was the most important part of 
the restaurant: hungry customers.

Since a small fire broke out in the 
diner’s kitchen on Oct. 11, the Olympic 
Diner’s doors have been closed to the 
community, but today (Tuesday) the 
24-hour establishment has once again 
opened its doors to the community after 
being closed for nearly 2 months. 

“The feeling is not the same,” 
Tsakonitis said on coming to work 
without patrons to take care of. “It’s a 
different feeling like empty. An empty 
feeling.”

Tsakonitis never imagined he would 
be closed for more than a couple weeks. 
Since opening the diner on Jan. 7 1983 
on a snowy Friday night, the Greek 
immigrant, who came to America when 
he was 16, said the longest he has ever 
been closed was about a week following 
a small fire behind a broiler. For a man 
that works 16-hour days and enjoys it, 
being patient while renovations and 
adjustments were made have been 
difficult. 

The fire that temporarily shuttered the 
diner started when a heat source from a 
stove became too hot and finally ignited 
inside the restaurant’s walls, according 
to an investigation done by the Putnam 
County Fire Investigation Team. It was 
ruled an accident with the main damage 
occurring in the kitchen.

“I never thought it was going to be so 
serious,” he said. “But it was serious.”
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Now that Thanksgiving is over, the holiday season in full swing in Putnam County. 
Residents got out and shopped till they dropped on Black Friday and especially 
Small Business Saturday, and even on Monday, a long line of Putnam residents 
were waiting for a special 50 percent discount from Chophouse Grille in Mahopac, 
including the patron who took this photo from the back of the line. For holiday fun, 
check out the happenings page on page 17. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The long awaited reopening of  Olympic Diner in Mahopac is set for Tuesday after almost two months of  
the doors being shut

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
New York State Commissioner of  Education Dr. John King sits inside a classroom at Putnam Valley 
Elementary School Monday morning, observing teachers and students at work.
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Because Tsakonitis had to be closed 
to fix damage from the fire, he decided 
to stay closed even longer to make other 
upgrades around the diner like putting 
in new carpet, tile, tables, booths, and 
ceilings.   

During that time, Tsakonitis, a former 
Mahopac resident who now lives in 
Pawling, said he’s received a countless 
number of text messages and phone calls 
asking when the diner would finally be 
ready to reopen and why the Olympic 
Diner has been closed this long. 

Financially, Tsakonitis seemed to be 
able to survive being closed for several 
weeks, having enough savings in a rainy 
day fund to make the improvements 
without having the daily influx of 
customers that would usually give him 
their business.

As of Saturday, Tsakonitis said the 
Town of Carmel building inspector has 
approved the diner and now just the 
electrical inspector needs to sign off for 
the Olympic Diner to reopen. 

“I love this place, I love to work,” he 
said. “I love to deal with the customers.”

Mahopac’s Olympic Diner Opens Doors Once Again After Fire
continued from page 1
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CORINNE STANTON PHOTO
Owner Nick Tsakonitis and his wife stand inside his newly remodeled diner. The restaurant has been 
open since 1983, but looks as new as ever.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The back dining area of  the Olympic Diner is new and improved. 
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from superintendent Fran Wills to staff 
about King’s impending visit. 

Taking time to talk with multiple 
reporters in the middle of the visit, King 
said he tries to visit schools around 
the state to see firsthand how teachers 
and staff have been implementing the 
Common Core. 

“I like to see the work schools are 
doing on the new standards,” King 
said. “See how they’re supporting their 
students in reaching college and career 
readiness.” 

King, along with Putnam Valley 
administrators like Wills and 
elementary school principal Margaret 
Podesta, toured the building and went 
into multiple classrooms. Though only 
in each classroom for a few minutes, 
King said he saw students “thoughtfully 
reading challenging text” and discussing 
it with fellow classmates and teachers. 

He added that it’s not just about 
adopting the mandated standards, 
but ensuring those standards are 
successfully implemented to best help 
students, despite there being public 

backlash over Common Core 
from some students, teachers, 
administrators, and lawmakers. 

“Change is definitely a 
challenge, it’s always hard and we 
are at a point now five years into 
this work where we are really 
seeing the fruits of the labor that 
people have amassed over the 
past five years,” King said. “And 
real change in classrooms and 
therefore greater opportunity for 
students.”

Wills, who became the 

superintendent of the district last year, 
said in an interview, the visit was a way 
to “honor” and “celebrate” teachers and 
students who are pushing the Common 
Core standards forward. 

“There is an honor, there is a dignity 
when the highest educator in the state 
of New York comes to the school to 
say, ‘I am interested in connecting with 
the teachers here and seeing what they 
are doing and understanding how the 
difficult work of the Common Core is 
being translated into classrooms with 
students and seeing it come alive’” Wills 
said.  

Wills sees the Common Core as a 
positive trend and approach to learning 
because it teaches analytical thinking, 
preparing students for a 21st century 
economy that is more complex than 
it was in the past. Wills did caution 
though, the emphasis on standardized 
tests and evaluations is something that 
school officials must get past to reach 
the “real work.”

King and Wills have met on numerous 
occasions at conferences. She said there 
is an important dialogue taking place 
that focuses on the future of education 
and King is a critical part of that 
discussion. 

Wills said, “He’s involved in that 
dialogue and he’s willing to come into 
the schools to address that.”

King, Commish of State Education, Comes to Putnam Valley

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Third grade teacher Chrissy Phillips talks with her 
students about an assignment they are working 
on.
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New Mahopac Resident Starts Foundation to Help Impoverished Children
By David Propper

Lindita Semanjaku knows how 
nearly impossible it is for children in 
poverty who live in third world regions 
to find a better life for themselves. The 
Mahopac resident knows, because a 
long time ago, she was like one of the 
disadvantaged children she now tries 
to help.

“It is inspired by my own story. 
I grew up as a very unprivileged 
child, I grew up very poor,” she said. 
“And being poor in an undeveloped 
country, it’s quite more than being 
poor in a developed country because 
(in a developed country) you have an 
opportunity to dream, there you have 
a chance.”

Semanjaku’s inspiration has resulted 
in her finding the Korabi Foundation, 
an organization meant to help and 
build up communities with the hopes 
of making life better for children in 
poor parts of Europe. 

“If you’re born extremely poor, you’re 
going to die that way,” Semanjaku 
added.

The Korabi Foundation covers 
four important pillars in a society to 
dispel that notion, by raising funds for 
education, proper nutrition, adequate 
health services, and other material aid 
that can vary depending on certain 
needs.

The four countries the Korabi 
Foundation focuses on are Albania, 
Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia. 

Semanjaku grew up in a small town 
in Albania and lived in a communist 
state and then later on a democracy, but 
one riddled in corruption. Either way, 
equal opportunity was nonexistent. 

Eventually, Semanjaku and her 

family migrated to a place where they 
would have a real chance at living a 
better life when they moved to the 
United States 13 years ago. She came 
as a poor child with the rest of her 
family, settling in Chicago, but quickly 
realized opportunities were aplenty.

She started going to school and 
saw she was actually a good student. 
She lived in Chicago for many years 
but then moved to New York City to 
pursue new adventures. Now, she 
lives in Mahopac with her fiancé after 
moving a little more than a month ago. 

“I live a very simple life, and a very 
humble life,” she said. 

For more than six months Semanjaku, 
32, has been working hard to expand 
the foundation. She currently is looking 
to secure private, individual donations 
and is reaching out to religious sectors 
like churches, temples, and mosques 
because “poverty knows no religion or 
boundary.” 

All the money donated to the 
Korabi Foundation goes directly to 
communities and families that need 
the help. Once the money is donated, it 
is wired over to one of those countries 
immediately. 

Semanjaku also hopes to draw fellow 
Mahopac residents and Putnam County 
residents to help the foundation, 
noting they can help decide “whether 

a child will live or die, whether a child 
will be healthy or suffer with disease, 
or whether a child will be able to go to 
school or not.”

For more information on the Korabi 
Foundation, please visit http://www.
korabifoundation.com or call 646-225-
8116. 

PROVIDED BY THE KORABI FOUNDATION 
A photo of  one family in the region of  Albania, 
Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia that is in 
need of  assistance in order to live a better life. 

PROVIDED BY THE KORABI FOUNDATION 
Lindita Semanjaku of  the Korabi Foundation 

Now OPEN! Under New Ownership
Italian Cuisine from our Family Traditions

that started in the village of Spadafora 
Now taking orders for your holiday parties

Gift Certifi cates Available

RISTORANTE  SPADAFORA 
18 Clark Place

Mahopac NY 10541
845 621-0137

fi nd us on
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By David Propper
Diving into the historical material that 

surrounds her, Sarah Johnson has the energy 
and excitement that stereotypically isn’t 
matched with the job of an historian. 

On this day in mid-November, Johnson, 
the newly appointed Putnam County 
historian and Southeast resident, is taking 
a look at the life of Clinton J. Peterson, a 
Putnam resident and African American 
who fought in World War I. In a large book 
filled with newspaper clippings, Johnson 
is reading correspondents he wrote from 
France for a local newspaper, the Putnam 

County Courier. 
“I don’t think World War I gets as much 

attention,” Johnson said. “Those veterans I 
think kind of got short-shrifted in the grand 
scheme of interpretation.”

It’s one example of the incredible and 
unique history the county holds. And after 
the death of Denis Castelli, the former 
county historian, Johnson is now the closest 
person in the county to understanding the 
past of Putnam.

“I think Putnam County is a place where 
people come here on vacation and we get to 
live here all year round,” Johnson said. “So 

that’s pretty exciting.”
Johnson’s passion for history came from 

both her parents and grandparents. She was 
always interested where her ancestors came 
from and can remember going antique 
shopping with her parents, finding interesting 
collectibles. When asked what type of the 
historical items her family attained, she jokes, 
“how much time do you have.”

Johnson earned an undergraduate 
degree in history and received her masters 
from NYU in 1989. She has taught at the 
University of Maryland, Bard College and 
the Pratt Institute. Additionally, she was a 

full-time faculty member at Parsons School 
of Design and received her Ph.D from the 
University of Brighton in England in 2004. 

More recently, she was research fellow at 
the University of Hertfordshire in Hatfield, 
England and then became a visiting associate 
professor at Carnegie Mellon University 
School of Design in Pittsburgh. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell, in 
a press release, noted how impressed she is 
with Johnson, who set herself apart during 
the interview process.

“Sarah is an extraordinarily well- 
educated, experienced, capable and friendly 
woman who I feel will be a wonderful asset 
not only to the position of County Historian 
but to Putnam on the whole,” said Odell 
in the release. “She brings with her a deep 
commitment to preservation and a passion 
for sharing history, making it accessible to 
everyone. We were very fortunate to find 
someone like her to take over this important 
position.” 

Johnson said she wants to push the 
historian office into a more digital age to 
make county history more accessible to 
residents. That plan includes taking digital 
photos of historical markers and putting 
them online so residents can search for them, 
launching a blog, and collecting oral history 
of residents in the area.

She also wants to do seasonal 
programming, depending on the time of 
year and also launch a survey to see what 
residents are interested in. With big shoes 
to fill, Johnson is looking forward to every 
historical discovery and bringing that 
passion to Putnam residents.

“When Reggie White, (the county 
archivist) took me through the records last 
week, I was just salivating because the titles of 
some of them in there were so compelling,” 
she said. “I can’t wait to get back and roll my 
sleeves up and dive into it and see what other 
treasures are there to be unearthed.”

Johnson Thriving in Post as New County Historian

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Rate effective beginning 11/15/14 and is subject to change or 
withdrawal at any time. Higher rate for larger balances not available with this offer. Will automatically renew for a 5-month term at the dividend rate and APY in effect 
at that time.Federally insured by the NCUA.

Here’s a great gift 
(no assembly required).

Open yours today, 
only at HVFCU.

845.463.3011   I   hvfcu.org

140-Day
Certificate Account

($500 Minimum Balance) 1.40 APY*

%

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
New Putnam County Historian Sarah Johnson has 
been enjoying her new job, exploring the vast past 
Putnam has to offer.
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By Janine Bowen
Students in the Putnam Valley school 

district were recognized last month 
for their efforts in helping make their 
community a better place. 

At a Nov.13 Board of Education 
meeting, Putnam Valley high school’s 
Make a Difference Club was awarded the 
Pride in Putnam award for the work they 
have done for the Putnam Valley Library. 

After damages from Hurricane Sandy, 
the library finally had to close for repairs 

last year and residents have only able 
to reserve books online or by phone. 
The Make a Difference club decided to 
dedicate their time and money toward 
helping make the library usable again as 
construction continues.

During the 15th annual Putnam 
Valley Make a Difference day, a group of 
students went to the library to help clean 
up and paint. They made four subsequent 
trips to the building to roll up their 
sleeves and do extensive physical work 

to get the library back in working order. 
In addition, the Make a Difference club 
held several fundraisers over the past 
year to help fund library improvements. 

The club hosted a volleyball game that 
pitted students against staff members, 
a fitness night, as well as a raffle, all of 
which ultimately raised $1,000 that the 
club presented to Library Board President 
Priscilla Keresey at the meeting. 

“Thank you so much for caring about 
your library and putting that caring 
into action that is so meaningful,” said 
Keresey to the students who presented 
the check. “For young people, you’re 
some of the best citizens we’ve seen in 
Putnam Valley.”

At the same meeting, Putnam Valley 
High School junior Steven Brown was 
honored with the Pride in Putnam 
award for work he is doing on the school 
grounds.

Brown, a Boy Scout who is working 
toward achieving the rank of Eagle Scout, 

has been working with staff, as well as 
fellow scouts and family members, to 
build a 5K cross country trail around the 
High School. 

“It’s really spectacular and it’s going 
to be something that’s here for years to 
come and I just want to thank him and 
his family and his fellow scouts for doing 
such a wonderful job,” said Board of 
Education member Ralph Smith. 

At the meeting, Brown requested that 
the trail be named for Caitlyn Bagnato, a 
former Putnam Valley student who died 
in 2009 from a rare form of liver cancer. 
Although Brown did not know Bagnato 
personally, he stated that she was “an 
inspiration” at the school and should be 
remembered. 

Although the Board of Education has 
to follow a specific procedure for naming, 
they stated that they will consider the 
idea and Board of Education President 
Jeanine Rufo said that she was impressed 
by Brown’s suggestion. 

Putnam Valley Students Give Back to School, Community

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Putnam Valley high school junior Steven Brown speaks to the Board of  Education at a Nov. 13 meeting.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Putnam Valley high school’s Make a Difference Club students present a check to Library Board President 
Priscilla Keresey.
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For personal attention and peace of mind  

914-941-1300Ê
(Also Providing Home Care in Westchester, the Bronx, Manhattan & Queens) 

 
 

Bethel Homes & Services is a not-for-profit community 
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301 Peekskill Hollow Road

Soy Candles 
Baked Goods

Jewelry
Handcrafted Gift Baskets

Local Honey & Syrup
Handmade items

Shop Locally and Support History

�D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �6�,� �7�,� �&� �1�3



December 2 - December 8, 2014 The Putnam Examiner8

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Is Your Lighting Ready for the Holidays? 
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Visit Us for a 
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www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Give the Gift of Pottery
Gift Certi� cates 

make great stocking stu� ers ! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

Putnam Chorale to Perform 
All-French Program

The Putnam Chorale continues its Thirtieth Season of providing 
beautiful music to Putnam County with an all French program, 

The French Experience, on Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 3:00 
PM at First United Methodist Church, in Brewster.  

The program, performing great choral music of French 
Composers, features Gabriel Faubre’s Requiem Opus 48 and 
also includes works by Bizet, Berlioz, Durufle, Saint-Saens 
and, of course, the Marseillais by Rouget de Lisle.  

The entire program will be sung in French or in Latin, and 
English translations will be provided.

The Putnam Chorale is conducted by Douglas Anderson, and 
its members hail from Putnam and the nearby counties in New 
York and Connecticut.  A full orchestra and guest soloists will 
complement Sunday’s concert.

Ticket prices are $15 per person and $12 for student and seniors, 
available at the door or in advance at www.putnamchorale.org  

First United Methodist Church is located at 83 Main Street in 
Brewster.
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By Neal Rentz
As a Village of Ossining police officer, 

Putnam Valley resident Mike Lantz had 
completed required training in such 
skills as CPR, first aid and AED. 

But often a person in distress needs 
medical assistance before police and 
other certified emergency services 
workers are able to respond to the scene. 

Lantz owns a company that provides 
training for both emergency service 
providers and to the general public in an 
effort to save lives.

He explained last week in his police 
work he responded “to many calls for 
service where bystanders felt helpless to 
intervene due to their lack of training” 
and he wanted to do something about it.

“It’s a side business,” he said. “The 
public should know what to do when a 
problem needs to be met.”

Lantz opened Protective Safety 
Training out of his home in 2008. 
The company’s staff of public safety 
professionals travels to wherever his 
clients want their lessons, including 
homes and offices. The clients include 
both those who need certification for 
their volunteer or professional emergency 
services work and for individuals not 
seeking to be certified, but who want the 
training to prepare them for a potential 

medical emergency, he said.
Lantz, who describes himself as an 

“experienced EMS field provider and 
educator” as well as a full-time police 
officer, said that, according to the 
American Heart Association, 88 percent 
of all cardiac arrests take place at home 

but the general public is often are not 
prepared to deal with that or other 
medical emergencies.

As stated on the company website, 
Protective Safety Training LLC is 
dedicated “to educating those who have 
a desire to make a difference through 

their commitment to preparedness.”
All of the company’s courses comply 

with American Heart Association 
standards. Lantz said he and his 
employees are highly qualified to 
provide training. “We’re all experienced” 
professionals with backgrounds in 
responding to medical emergencies, 
including police officers and medics, as 
well as educators in the field.  

Lantz said his courses teach skills 
that could “make a difference’ in the 
event of a medical emergency. Training 
is offered in such areas as cardio 
pulmonary resuscitation, first aid, and 
how to operate an automated external 
defibrillator, an electronic device use for 
people experiencing heart irregularities. 

Lantz said his company also provides 
training for emergency service workers, 
such as emergency medical technicians, 
in “Incident Response to Terrorists 
Bombings,” as well as how to deal with 
blood borne pathogens associated with 
such illnesses as HIV and hepatitis. 

Whether training professionals or the 
general public the goal is the same –save 
lives. “It was one of the motivations of 
starting the business,” he said.

For more information about Protective 
Safety Training call (845)554-0911 or 
visit protectivesafetyraining.com.

Protective Safety Training LLC 
Putnam Valley

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Putnam Valley resident Mike Lantz, owner of  Protective Safety Training LLC.
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Donald P Bruen
Donald P Bruen, age 81, of Brewster 

passed away peacefully on November 24. 
Donald was born in Brewster on June 
8, 1933 to Matthew Raymond Bruen 
and Mildred S Duncan. He graduated 
from Brewster High School and later 
received his BA from Pace University. 

Don is survived by his two children, 
Jennifer Anne Bruen and Mark Frederick 
Bruen, and Eleanor Jenny Hansen all 
of Newtown, CT and his sister June H. 
Garcia of Walden.  Don’s older brother 
former County Executive, David D. Bruen 
passed earlier this year. Don began his 
career as a young man in the automobile 
business at Chrysler.  His talents for 
sales and communication led him to the 
success he later enjoyed at Buick, VW and 
Isuzu. After 50 years in the auto business, 
Don came home, where he found rich and 
lasting relationships at Brewster Honda 
where he worked until the day he died. 
Don was a spiritual man with a natural 
talent for photography and piano. He 
began showing his art and lecturing at 
the Ridgefield Library in 2003, followed 
by Rutgers, UC Davis and Chicago 
Art Institute. Don was very successful 
as a teacher at his local photography 
workshops. During 36 years of sobriety, 
Don committed his life to helping others 
in AA.  In the early 80’s he founded the 
early bird AA meetings at the Boone 
Dog Café on Main Street in Brewster, 
which still meets daily at St. Andrews 
Church. “Set your self free from your jail 
that you create in your own mind.”  DPB 
Calling hours were on Saturday, Nov. 29, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Beecher 
Funeral Home.  Burial took place at St. 
Lawrence O’Toole Cemetery in Brewster, 
immediately following the service. In 

lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
Alcoholics Anonymous

Ralph Cardi
Ralph Cardi, a resident of Pleasantville, 

died peacefully at Westchester Medical 
Center on November 29, 2014. He was 
80. Ralph was born in the Bronx on 
April 9, 1934 to Louis and Ida Cardi. He 
is survived by his loving sons Paul, who 
is an account executive for Examiner 
Media, and John Cardi, and siblings Louis 
Cardi and Virginia Rago.

After graduating from Samuel Gompers 
High School, he was drafted into the 
US Army and proudly served in Korea. 
On June 9, 1957 Ralph married Frances 
Marciante of Mt. Vernon. Together they 
spent 57 wonderful years together until 
Frances’ passing this past July.  Ralph 
worked as a surveyor for Mt. Vernon 
Contracting and Yonkers Contracting 
until starting his successful landscaping 
business in 1981. A kind, decent, loving 
man with a sharp wit and a soft heart, 
Ralph will be missed by those who had the 
gift of knowing him. Wake services to be 
held on Wednesday December 3rd from 
2-4 & 7-9 PM at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home, 418 Bedford Road, Pleasantville. 
Mass of Christian Burial to be held on 
Thursday December 4 at 10 a.m. at Holy 
Innocents located at 431 Bedford Rd, 
Pleasantville. Burial following at All Souls 
Cemetery, Pleasantville.

Putnam County will once again offer 
high school, college and graduate school 
students the opportunity to apply for 
paid and unpaid summer internship 
opportunities in County Government as 
part of the Putnam Invests in Leaders of 
Tomorrow (PILOT) Program.  

County Executive MaryEllen Odell first 
introduced the concept of PILOT back in 
2013.  “We look to our high school and 
college students as the future in Putnam 
County,” Odell said.   The PILOT program 
not only gives students the opportunity to 
see how their County government works, 
it also provides a cost effective boost to 
the workforce while building a possible 
succession plan.”

Since its inception, interest in the PILOT 
Program and the number of student 
applicants has grown dramatically. This is 
not surprising to a recent intern who said, 
“If I could, I would repeat this internship 
every summer.  I truly had such a 
wonderful experience.  I was exposed to 

real life situations and was able to help 
solve some of those issues.  This certainly 
set the bar for future internships.”

Eligible participants must be Putnam 
County residents who are graduate, 
college, or high school students in their 
junior or senior year.  Applicants must 
be at least 16 years of age. For College 
students a GPA of 3.0 or higher is 
recommended.  

The 2015 Summer PILOT program 
will be held May 26 through August 14, 
2015, depending on student availability.  
Internship hours are typically 28 hours 
a week, and will be coordinated with 
Department supervisors. 

Online filing instructions are now 
posted on the Putnam County Personnel 
website at www.putnamcountyny.com/
personnel.  The application consideration 
deadline for students is 

Friday, January 16, 2015.  Initial 
candidate interviews will begin in 
December.

Putnam County Announces 
the Launch of the 2015 
PILOT Program Student 
Internship Program

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. 

Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Editor 
David Propper at  dpropper@
theexaminernews.com. 

The Putnam Examiner requires 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Obituaries
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The holiday 
season is in full 
swing. Celebratory 
gatherings, family 
dinners, gift-giving 

all create a joyful, sharing environment that 
typically beckons us to splurge a bit – on 
others and on ourselves. A few more calories 
are consumed; a few more favorite stories are 

shared; and a few more glasses of wine are 
(responsibly) imbibed.

Whether to impress business associates or 
friends, whether on the receiving or giving 
end of a celebratory dinner wine, consumers 
tend to spend more on individual bottles of 
wine during the holiday season. 

So the natural question that comes to mind 
for many consumers who splurge on fine 
wines for special occasions: should my wine 
breathe?

My general response is given in the form of 
an if/then algorithm. If it’s young (three years 
or less) and low to moderately priced (under 
$25), consume it from the bottle. If it’s older 

and higher priced, decant it.
The principle behind decanting is simple. 

In the months or years of being confined in 
the bottle, wine continually evolves as a living, 
breathing organism. A simple red wine with 
low tannins tends not to evolve significantly. 
A complex bottle containing varying levels of 
fruit, tannins, acid and alcohol will require 
a longer period of time to mature. In order 
to speed the aging process along, enabling a 
consumer to enjoy a complex wine sooner, 
decanting is recommended, as it increases the 
amount of surface area exposed to air.

In an age where we increasingly seek 
instant gratification, aging a bottle of wine 

for years, even decades, is unacceptable. 
Decanting is considered an acceptable, even 
desirable, practice.

I remember anxiously purchasing my 
first decanter many years ago and my initial 
disappointment. I had received a bottle of 
expensive 20 year-old French Bordeaux 
as a dinner gift. Anxious to share this still 
maturing wine with our guests, I assiduously 
poured the contents into my virgin decanter 
three hours before they arrived. 

To my chagrin, the wine’s still maturing 
aromas and taste were unchanged when I 
poured it. Dejected, I switched wines after 
pouring approximately half of the decanter 
contents. The next evening, I retrieved the 
banished half-empty decanter and was 
about to pour the contents down the kitchen 
drain, but hesitated. Compelled by some 
transcendent force, I decided to try one 
last sniff and taste of the wine. Much to my 
surprise the wine had transformed overnight. 
It displayed a kaleidoscope of fragrances and 
a cornucopia of rich flavors. My wine palate 
was forever changed; built-to-last wines can 
provide once-in-a-lifetime experiences.   

However, if traditional decanting seems 
unduly time-consuming, fear not. For lo and 
behold, 21st century science has come to the 
rescue with several devices. Here are two:

1. A wine aerator. The aeration principle 
was developed by Daniel Bernoulli in 1738. I 
sourced the Princeton University website for 
an explanation. Simply stated, as the speed 
of a moving fluid (liquid or gas) increases, 
the pressure within the fluid decreases, 
permitting the infusion of air over a short 
period of time.  

A few years ago I discovered an instant 
hand-held aeration device (the Vinturi, 
available at Wine Enthusiast in Mt. Kisco), 
which enables wine to breathe as it is being 
poured. I have tested this aerator several 
hundred times and it has never failed to 
enhance the wine at hand.

2. A blender. Is there a greater possible 
enhancement than a Vinturi device? The 
answer comes from several sources and has 
been dubbed hyperdecanting. Simply pour a 
bottle of wine into your household blender, 
press the high-speed button for 30 – 60 
seconds and your wine is fully aerated, ready 
to enjoy. 

I can intellectualize the theory: the faster 
and more massive the introduction of oxygen, 
the more “open” a wine becomes. However, 
I find it difficult to rationalize a glass of red 
wine topped with a purple head of foam. 

If you feel the need to aerate that special 
wine, you have several choices. Whichever 
you choose, be you a Boomer or a Millennial, 
your quest for euphoria is at hand.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
numerous wine tastings and lectures. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine

Suggestions on Aiding and Abetting the Wine Bottle Genie
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

Store Hours
Monday: 9:00-6:00 • Tuesday: 9:00-6:00 • Wednesday: 9:00-6:00 • Thursday: 9:00-7:00 • Friday: 9:00-6:00

Saturday:10:00-5:00 • After Hour and Sunday appointments available upon request.

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
or 4 Solera® Soft Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings 
or 2 Silhouette® Window Shadings 
or 2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

1 Duette Vertiglide® Honeycomb Shade
or 1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer 
or 1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*
on any of the following purchases:

Duette Architella® Honeycomb Shades 

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate your 
windows for the holidays.
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of 
stylish Hunter Douglas window fashions, 
September 16–December 16, 2014. 
Ask for details.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned 
as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to 
a rebate. For each qualifying purchase, only the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette Window 
Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, 
a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask participating dealer 
for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.  
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1821 E. Main St • Rt 6
Mohegan Lake 

(Near Sprint and Peachwave Yogurt)
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com
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Ball Hosts 4th Annual Vet Thanksgiving Dinner 

Every year, state Senator Greg Ball teams up with the community to host a completely free Veterans Thanksgiving 
Dinner to thank local area veterans for their service. And for the fourth straight year, Ball once again delivered for 
veterans in the 40th senate district. More than 800 veterans and their families enjoyed a free Thanksgiving meal 
on Nov. 22 at the Putnam County Golf  Course in Mahopac.  
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Eventually most homeowners get to 
that stage in life when, after they’ve raised 
their families in a large home, full of stuff 
and memories, they find they have more 
space and more things than they need and 
decide it’s time to downsize. It’s finally 
happened to my wife Margaret and me.

When we moved to Westchester as 
mere young’uns more than 40 years 
ago, I was absolutely delighted. Both 
compulsive collectors at the time (we’ve 
since recovered), we moved from a duplex 
in Brooklyn Heights of about 1,500 square 
feet (I’m only guesstimating because in 
those days, who knew?) to a 3,900-square-

foot farmhouse with a tremendous attic 
and full basement.

Our intention in buying such a big 
house, even though we had only one child, 
was to be at-home entrepreneurs, and we 
have conducted a number of businesses 
on site through the years. At the same 
time, a large home allowed us to have an 
accessory apartment for rental income 
and to indulge our passion for collecting 
things big and small.

Now the time of reckoning is here. 
We’re downsizing to only 1,780 square 
feet. It’s quite a feat of planning to literally 
halve ourselves. Margaret is good at that 

kind of thing, but I am not, and where 
I am normally the bossy one in our 
relationship, with this assignment at hand, 
she has morphed into the drill sergeant.

“Bring all the breakables to the dining 
room that we’re taking with us,” she 
orders. 

“Put in those boxes what we’re holding 
for the tag sale,” she commands. 

“Yes, sir!” I say, snapping sharply to 
attention, but sensing I’ve carried the 
role-play a bit too far.  

In a couple of days, while the house 
looked in a shambles, everything seemed 
to be taking shape for the big move. By 

mid-afternoon, 
the day after 
Thanksgiving, 
we both had to 
take a nap. Our 
bones and will 
had given out.

Having written 
a number of 
times about the 
mechanics of 
downsizing, I can 
tell you that the 
emotions that go 
into “letting go” 
of “stuff ” can be 
unsettling if you 
don’t prepare 
yourself. I’m such 
a softie, I guess I 
wasn’t prepared for some of it, like finding 
an old box that I hadn’t opened since I 
was in college, originally containing gift 
pears from Florida, an envelope with the 
inscription in my mother’s handwriting: 
“From my son William’s first haircut at 
2-1/2 years old.” Inside was a shock of 
auburn curls that perfectly match the 
color of my daughter’s hair when she was 
that age.

Thank goodness we have the help of 
a wonderful mover I discovered named 
Phil D’Erasmo of Advantage Movers who 
is giving us very personalized attention. 
He has personally stopped by the house 
several times to counsel me, hand deliver 
boxes and what he calls “contractor bags” 
to get rid of my tax records for shredding 
that go back to 1972.

He also brought me three different sizes 
of boxes and bubble wrap and consulted 
with us about whether we wanted to pack 
our own breakables. We decided to have 
him do that, however.

The most heart-wrenching part of our 
job was to decide what to let go of. That 
involves going through every item of 
clothing, every stick of furniture, every 
file, even every photograph taken before 
the days of digital photography. The time 
involved is almost overwhelming.  

I won some points in the romance 
department for having saved some items 
my wife didn’t know about, like the scrap 
of paper on which I jotted down her name 
and home phone number (no cells in 
those days) when I first met her, and all 
the love notes I saved when we were going 
together. “Ahhhh,” she cooed.

Funny, but having moved five times in 
our first five years of marriage, we vowed 
when we moved into this beloved house 
that “they’ll have to carry us out of here in 
a pine box before we’ll ever move again!” 

But times and circumstances change 
and it seems we’ll be moving happily to 
new wonderful digs with a concierge, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools 
and a gorgeous gym that will allay any 
excuses for my not getting back to my 

Downsizing: Meet the Incredible Shrinking Man (and Woman)

Brewster, NY
1611 Rt. 22 at Rt. 312

   2 miles north of Brewster

      Phone: 845-279-3100

New Milford, CT
162 Danbury Road, Rt. 7

 Next to the Stop & Shop Plaza

Phone: 860-355-2001

   

 FREE
    Packet of 6 Jr. Lift 

Vouchers Worth Over

Twice What You Will Pay 

For Your Rental

                     With Every Rental       ���          ��          

 Vouchers to: 
  Catamount    

        Woodbury        �
Hunter     
Windham

Jiminy Peak
    Thunder Ridge  

     Ski Package 
                  Skis, Bindings, Boots & Poles

 Junior:  
                 Up to 110cm       $9995  
              120cm and up       $10995
                           Adult:              $12995

                SnowBoard Package
            w/Boots & Bindings

      Junior:  $10995,  Adult:  $12995

We're Open Every Day 'til Christmas!  

           Mon-Fri  11am- 9pm

           Sat&Sun 11am-5pm

                              
                          ALL STORES !

Poughkeepsie, NY
1890A South Rd. (Rt. 9)

Accross from South Hills Mall

Phone: 845-298-9597

continued on page 16
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Across
1. Pull a heist
4. Salad garnishing plant
9. Yours and mine
10. Rounded
12. In a shocking manner
14. Howard Hawk’s 1966 film or
Peekskill restaurant
15. Mechanic’s container
16. ‘Kapow!’
19. “___ Got a Feeling” (Beatles 
song)
20. Type of site
22. Swearing-in words
23. Law, in La Paz
24. Did gigs all over
26. Camper’s supply
28. Trash burner
31. They sit under bowls and dishes
32. What whitesmiths work with
33. Get off the couch
34. Infomercials, e.g.

Down
1. Perfume ingredient
2. Last longer than
3. “American Hustle” star, first name
4. Reproached
5. City near Lake Tahoe
6. Energy unit
7. The pizzeria owner in “Do the 
Right Thing”
8. Stone of rock

10. Drinking tube
11. Sycamore, for one
13. Mythical bird
16. Catholic clergy cap
17. Of the lymph glands
18. People with new ideas
21. They don’t have class
25. It’s a free country
26. New Pottery Palace in Cortlandt
Manor, Time to ____
27. English author Blyton
28. Employees’ photo cards: Abbr.
29. “Just the opposite!”
30. ‘Bourne Identity’ org.

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

Emmy is a favor ite Ê
because of her sweet & Ê

loving personality!  Ê
 Ê

845-225-7777 Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane SocietyÊ

Pet ofÊ
the Ê

WeekÊ

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

By Jeffrey Powell, MD
Chief, Endocrinology Division 
Northern Westchester Hospital

The number of people with diabetes 
has been climbing dramatically for the 
last half ce

SPCA left dog
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The Putnam County SPCA Humane 
Law Enforcement Department is 
seeking information in regards to the 
abandonment of a small white terrier 
dog, possibly a maltese mix, in the 
Pelton Pond Women’s restroom. Pelton 
Pond is located off Route 301within 
Fahnestock State Park, in the Town of 
Kent. On the morning of November 22 
the Town of Kent Dog Control Officer 
was dispatched to the location after 
park employees found the dog inside a 
plastic crate in the restroom. The dog 
was examined at the Carmel Animal 
Hospital and found to be in a severe 
state of neglect. Both of the dog’s ears 
are severely infected. The dog’s fur 
was heavily matted causing extreme 
discomfort and prevented the dog from 
defecating. The dog is also considered 
underweight. The dog is believed to be 
approximately 3-4 years old and un-
neutered.

Due to the animal’s severe state of 
neglect and its apparent abandonment, 
the Putnam County SPCA is 
investigating this as a criminal case. 
Officers of the SPCA ask that anyone 
having information as to the person(s) 
responsible for this to contact the 
SPCA on their 24 hour Animal Cruelty 
Hotline: 845-520-6915, or through the 

SPCA website – www.spcaputnam.
org. All information will be kept 
confidential.

Animal cruelty is a Class A 
Misdemeanor in New York State carrying 
a sentence of up to one year in jail, or a 
fine up to $1,000 or some combination 
of the two. Abandonment of an Animal 
is an Unclassified Misdemeanor in New 
York State carrying a sentence of up to 
one year in jail, or a fine up to $1,000 or 
some combination of the two.

Join Brook Farm Veterinary Center 
for their sixth annual Pet Photos with 
Santa Paws fundraiser! Starting at noon 
on Sunday, December 7th, Santa will be 
posing for free photos with your dogs 
and cats in our winter wonderland in 
Patterson.

Santa Paws’ elves work around the 
clock to plan this very special event, 
including:

•	 Homemade desserts and finger foods 
•	 Piping hot coffee, tea, and apple cider 
•	 Tours of Santa’s workshop (our full-

service veterinary practice) 
•	 Specially curated toys and dog treats 
•	 A raffle basket chock full of goodness 

for Christmas morning  

The festivities begin at noon on 
Sunday, December 7th and last through 
4 p.m. The event is offered free of 
charge to the community. Photos can 
be emailed within 24 hours or printed 
and mailed after the event for a nominal 
fee.  We’re planning a great day to benefit 
and raise awareness for the Farm Fund, 
the Hudson Valley’s only donor-driven 
program dedicated to helping critically 
ill animals in need. Our highly-utilized 
fund relies on the community’s support, 
the same support that enables us to 

reach out to and care for those animals 
in dire need of medical attention.  For 
more information, call (845) 495-3027. E 
vent starts at 12pm. We’re located near 
the intersection of Rtes. 164 and 22 in 
Patterson. 

Established in 1982, Brook Farm 
Veterinary Center of Patterson, is one 
of the Hudson Valley’s most recognized 
veterinary practices. As an AAHA-
accredited practice, Brook Farm is 
amongst the top 15 percent of veterinary 
practices nationwide. We save our 
patients’ and enrich their owners’ lives 
by providing integrative, family-oriented 
veterinary care. Our unique philosophy 
makes our practice a place where 
advanced medicine is paired perfectly 
with old-fashioned human touch. 
Through partnerships with local rescue 
organizations and through our in-house 
donor-driven programs, Brook Farm 
supports local animal-related causes and 
raises awareness about important issues 
in our community. To learn more, visit 
www.brookfarmveterinarycenter.com. 

Putnam SPCA Find Abandoned 
Dog in Fahnestock State Park

Free Pet Photos with 
Santa Paws in Patterson

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

 

It’s all about you.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and 

neighbors, we’d like to encourage you to support your 

local businesses. Watch our “Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy 

Pleasantville” special on PCTV and pctv76.org for ideas. 

And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

THINK 
LOCAL
SHOP 
LOCAL

SPCA left dog
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By Bill Pope 
As a small service business owner 

you have many hats to wear on a 
daily basis. You have to juggle many 
different aspects of your business at 
different times during the day. It may be 
scheduling jobs, or answering phones, 
doing the books, maybe even doing the 
work itself, but each of these areas must 
be done by someone. 

One area of your business that must 
never be overlooked is the marketing 
and advertising of the business itself. 
Some businesses have such a great 
reputation that they run just on repeat 
and referral business. However, most 

have to spend time and money on 
marketing in order to stay in business. 

There are many marketing avenues 
to deliver your message into the market 
place. Among others there is the radio, 
T.V., newspapers, pennysaver, Internet, 
and direct mail. None of these media 
advertising outlets is cheap. They all 
cost up front money hoping to get a 
response from prospective customers, 
to turn into paying clients. 

Over the past couple of years I have 
had some good responses with the 
marketing and advertising media 
Spotless Cleaning Systems has been 
using. It is important to track your 

advertising dollars spent and the 
R.O.I. (return on investment) on each 
individual marketing piece. At a very 
basic level the idea is to get back more 
money from the work than you spent 
trying to get the job. 

I would like to take you back to a very 
cold January in 2007. It was an extremely 
slow month and I felt I needed to do 
something to get the phone ringing. 
So I did something that I haven’t done 
in quite sometime. I went on foot to 
local business areas and just stopped 
in to stores and offices and introduced 
myself and my business. 

Anyone can do this. After you hear 
the results I hope you find the time 
to try this. On that day I must have 
stopped in on 40 to 50 businesses. Over 
the next couple of months I received 
calls from six people that wanted to 
use the service. The revenue generated 
from them combined was $2,307. But, 

there was one other lead that turned out 
to be a client that has used our service 
continuously since then and the revenue 
generated since 2007 is $118,009.58 and 
counting. 

I am not sure how to calculate the 
R.O.I. but I am confident it was worth 
the time spent talking with all those 
businesses seen years ago. Now go out 
and drum up some business for yourself. 

Bill Pope is a marketing consultant 
and founder of “The Positive Zone”, a 
company that specializes inproviding 
small to medium size service companies 
with resources, strategies and systems to 
help increase revenue and profit. Bill has 
been running his own business Spotless 
Cleaning Systems for the past 30 years. 
To find out more about the services The 
positive Zone can provide your company, 
Bill can be reached at his email address 
positivebill@gmail.com or call  845-490-
3864.long lost 34-inch waist while being able to 

throw away that snow shovel. So what’s to 
complain about?

If there’s a move in your future, be sure 
to check in first with Phil D’Erasmo at 
800-444-0104.  

And here’s something else: Once we’re 
packed and moved, look for our ad for the 
neatest tag sale we’ll throw at the Ebenezer 
White Homestead for all the antiques and 
bric-a-brac that we’ve decided to let go of. 
It will be one humdinger of a sale! It will 

take place about mid-December.
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Downsizing: Meet the Incredible 
Shrinking Man (and Woman)

Better BIz Bulletin: Best Ways to Market and Advertise

continued from page 13
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Ongoing
Food for Fines and Toys for Tots at 

the Kent Library: From November 21st 
through December 31st, the Kent Public 
Library will accept “Food for Fines.” Library 
patrons can have $1 waived  from current 
overdue fines for each can or non-perishable 
food item they donate.  This will only apply 
to Kent Public Library fines, not fines from 
other libraries.  Food cannot be used to pay 
for lost books or other lost items.  Collected 
food will be donated to Putnam Community 
Action Program. The Kent Public Library 
will also collect new, unwrapped toys for 
the Marine Corps Reserve  “Toys for Tots” 
program.  Donating toys will not pay for 
overdue fines, but will give the donors the 
satisfaction of having given a child a happier 
holiday.  

The Putnam/Northernwestchester 
Counties Toys for Tots Program is now 
getting under way for more information 
contact Bill Lewis coordinator at 845-528-
7987 or blbb64usmc@yahoo.com. for drop  
off locations go to our web site at www.
toysfortots.org click on  drop off sites, than 
state and than Putnam/Westchester. We 
will be at the Jefferson Valley mall and  Toys 
R Us Jefferson Valley weekends only. New 
unwrapped toys may be drop off at any 
of our drop off  locations. Checks made 
payable to the toys for tots foundation may 
be mailed to toys for tots 44 somerset la, 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579. 

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and Thursday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Beginners and 
experienced knitters and crocheters are 
welcomed in this fun and friendly group.  
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, confidential 
support services for people affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer, offers a wide 
range of free support groups women with 
breast and ovarian cancer. Groups focus 

on topics pertaining to living with cancer 
through all stages of diagnosis, treatment 
and post-treatment. They are offered in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess, and 
by toll-free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Thursday, December 4  

Putnam County Office for Senior 
Resources Computer Learning Center 
for seniors will hold registration.  William 
Koehler Senior Center, 180 Route 6 in 
Mahopac and the Putnam Valley Senior 
Center, 117 Town Park Lane, Putnam 
Valley.  Registration hours at both sites will 
be from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Anyone 55 or 
older can register for a variety of computer 
classes from basic to advanced, to using an 
iPad, to Digital Photography.  Register in 
person or call Cathy O’Brien at (845) 628-
6423 or email her at c.obrien23@comcast.
net.  If anyone is interested in volunteering, 
please call Cathy.
Friday, December 5

The Craft Show and Sale at the Putnam 
Arts Council: Unique in its vendor 
selection process, inviting hand picked 
artisans from all over the Hudson Valley 
to create a boutique holiday showcase. 
The sale kicks off with a festive members 
preview on Friday Dec. 5, 6 p.m.-8p.m., 
and opens to the public Saturday 12/6, 
followed by 2 weeks of unique shopping 
opportunities through 12/21 noon to 5 p.m. 
(closed Mon & Tues).  Free admission and 
free parking, supporting regional artists and 
designers along with our local economy, 
adds up to holiday joy for all. Members are 
invited for a preview Friday 12/6 from 6 
p.m.-8 p.m.  We accept Visa & MasterCard, 
PAC members enjoy a 10% discount and 
you may join at the sale.  The Putnam Arts 
Council is located at the Belle Levine Art 
Center, 521 Kennicut Hill Rd, Mahopac. 
Info/directions-845-803-8622 or www.
putnamartscouncil.com

“Transitions” Exhibition of works on 
metal by Cindy Booth and paintings by 
SuHua Chen Low.  Booth uses solder, paint 
and patinas to produce chemical reactions 
on copper sheets that are reminiscent 
of fantastic landscapes and aerial views.  
Through her abstract fabrications, she 
strives to provide glimpses into mysterious 
worlds of light, color and texture.  SuHua 
represents a unique convergence of Western 
oil painting technique with traditional 
Chinese landscape art and water and ink 
paintings.  She creates passionate works 
of intensity with striking colors, inherent 
vitality, and poetic lyricism. These artists 
transition from what the eye sees in a 
landscape image to the essence and feeling 
of the image.  Exhibit is on view from Dec. 
5 – Dec. 28, with artists opening reception 
Friday, Dec. 5, 6 p.m.-9 p.m.  Gallery 66 
NY is located at 66 Main St., Cold Spring.   

Regular hours are Thurs – Sunday 12-6 pm.  
For more information:  www.gallery66ny.
com 845-809-5838.

The Lights of Hope and Joy: 6 p.m. and 
9 p.m. on December 5-7, 12-14 or 19-21 for 
the second annual Lights of Hope and Joy, 
presented by Children’s Bible Fellowship. 
We are located at 250 Nimham Road in 
Carmel, New York. Stroll through our 
campus and enjoy over 10,000 Christmas 
lights, synchronized to Christmas music. 
Have fun on an old fashioned hayride. It’s 
a perfect way to spend quality holiday time 
with your family and friends. Admission 
is free. Refreshments will be available for 
a nominal cost. In addition, on Saturday, 
December 13, come early for a Craft and 
Vendor Fair from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. It’ll be a 
terrific opportunity to purchase Christmas 
gifts. We’ll see you there! To learn more 
about The Lights of Hope and Joy or to 
become a vendor on our Craft and Vendor 
Day, contact us by e-mail at info@cbfny.
com or call 845-225-2005.

Putnam County Health Department 
– Teen Health Day. 10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Free Health Screenings. Ages 13-24. 
Free giveaways. , Location: Carmel Fire 
Department, 94 Gleneida Avenue.

Sparkle: A Dazzling Celebration of 
the Season at Boscobel.  The gardens and 
grounds will showcase beautiful lighting 
displays, setting the stage for charming 
holiday attractions. Returning this year 
will be Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus in the 
enhanced Sparkle Garden, the beautiful 
Sparkle Queen Stilt Walker, Ice Carving 
Demonstrations, The Taghanik Chorale 
and the Manhattanville Sound. New for 
2014 will be acoustic guitar soloist Rick 
Soedler, a light-up magic show with 
Margaret Steele and illuminated hoop 
dancing performances with the Sparkle 
Spinners. Sparkle takes place the first three 
Fridays and Saturdays in December: 5th & 
6th, 12th & 13th, 19th & 20th. There are two 
ticket levels available: Grounds Only and 
Grounds Plus, which includes a Twilight 
Tour. (Twilight Tours are by advance 
reservation only. Space is limited and they 
do sell out quickly!) Tickets are on sale now 
at Boscobel.org.or call 845-265-3638.

Patterson Annual Tree Lighting: 6:30 
p.m. at Patterson Firehouse Caroling, Crafts, 
Visit With Santa, Milk & Cookies. Rain or 
Shine. For more info visit pattersonrec.org

Annual Putnam Valley Holiday 
Gathering: 6 p.m.-8 p.m. Town Park 
Pavilion. Come Celebrate the Holiday 
Season With Friends, Family, and 
Community. All are encouraged to bring 
a non-perishable. Food donations for the 
PV Food Pantry.  Toys for Tots Drop Box 
Available~
Saturday, December 6

Breakfast with Santa: 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Patterson Recreation Center, 65 Front 
Street.  Make a craft, have breakfast with 
Santa and take pictures with Santa. $5 per 

adult/$3 per child Reservations required 
by calling 878-7200. For more info visit 
pattersonrec.org

Drew United Methodist Church 
Holiday Bazaar and Luncheon: 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Drew United Methodist Church on 
Gleneida Ave. The Bazaar will feature new 
gift items, gift baskets, homemade crafts, 
holiday greens, a visit from Santa, children’s 
activities, and a delicious luncheon. Also 
visit the Drew Thrift Shop next door, which 
will be brimming with beautiful winter and 
holiday items.  The Thrift Shop will be open 
Fri., Dec. 5th, from noon to 6 p.m., and Sat., 
Dec. 6th, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Historical Society Holiday Boutique 
Schoolhouse Museum. 301 Peekskill 
Hollow Road. Soy Candles, Baked Goods, 
Jewelry, Handcrafted Gift Baskets, Local 
Honey & Syrup. Handmade items, Shop 
Locally and Support History. Dates include: 
December 6, 7, & 13

Explre the Culture of Africa at 
Mahopac Library: Rita Wagener is a native 
of Uganda, a country located on the Eastern 
side of the African continent.  Wanting to 
keep her culture alive while living in the 
United States, Rita created a vibrant show 
featuring the dances and fashion of her 
native country.  Join Rita for this one-of-a-
kind. 2:00 pm at Mahopac Public Library.  

Holiday on the Lake: The Hamlet of 
Carmel Civic Association has announced 
the schedule of events for this year’s annual 
“Holiday on the Lake” festivities. .  The 
activities, all within the hamlet of Carmel, 
start with a Pancake Breakfast with Santa at 
the Carmel Firehouse from 9 a.m. to noon.  
Reed Memorial Library will have Christmas 
music and crafts from noon to 1 p.m. and 
a visit from Santa between 1 p.m. and 2 
p.m.  From 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., there will be 
caroling and hay rides at Cornerstone Park 
at the corner of Fair Street and Gleneida 
Avenue (Rt. 52); and children’s activities 
such as crafts and face painting at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall.  At 4 p.m. the 
annual chowder tasting event will be held 
at the meeting room in Cornerstone Park.  
Throughout the day, the various churches 
in the Hamlet will be having bazars and 
holiday events.  From 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 
p.m., there will be a concert featuring 
local artists at the Drew United Methodist 
Church hall. At 6:45 p.m. there will be 
a Santa Stroll down Gleneida Avenue to 
raise money for Cancer research.  From 7 
p.m. to 8 p.m., there will be an electric light 
parade through the hamlet featuring more 
than 40 floats.  After the parade, spectators 
can enjoy caroling on the shore of Lake 
Gleneida with free doughnuts and hot 
chocolate.  The activities will culminate with 
the lighting of 80 Christmas trees and an 
appearance by Santa from a nearby rooftop.  
For more information about the Holiday 
on the Lake activities, visit the Hamlet of 
Carmel Civic Association website at www.
carmelcivicassoc.org.

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120214

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

adoption
A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad.Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 

SETTLED? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable!Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 
town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K 
below market! 888-905-8847 or newyor-
klandandlakes.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close toriverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

rEal EstatE
Discover Delaware's Resort Living 
Without Resort Pricing! Milder winters 
& low taxes! Gated Community with 
amazing amenities! New Homes $80's. 
Brochures available- 1-866-629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates.Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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Despite the graduation of  All-NYS F Mairead Hynes (21), 2014 Section 1 Class AA runner-up Mahopac High can still expect a strong showing on the Section 1 basketball circuit with senior C Alayne Felix (22) and 
a talented supporting cast -- including Amanda Geyer (4) and Caroline Horan (far right) -- on the rise this winter... see Girls Hoops Notebook

Buckets in Bushels: 2014-15 Hoops Preview Edition

Despite no Hynes, Mahopac Still a Contender
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Fix it Felix!



December 2 - December 8, 201420 The Putnam Examiner

Repeating 2014’s Success Will be Difficult Task
A Pre-Season Glimpse into 2015 Hoops Season
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Last year was one of the greatest 
basketball seasons in the history of 
Northern Westchester and Putnam 
County, possibly the best ever in Putnam, 
what with Class AA semifinalists 
Mahopac, Class B finalists Putnam Valley 
and the Section 1 Class C champion 
Haldane boys all representing in the Final 
4 at the Westchester County Center, while 
the 2014 Class C champion Haldane girls 
and Class AA runner-up Mahopac joined 
the party as well.

Northern Westchester was reppin’ even 
harder with the Walter Panas boys and 
the Ossining and Peekskill girls winning 
Section 1 titles, with the Ossining girls 
repeating as NYS Class A champions 
before turning their attention to a three-
peat that only one other Class AA program 
in NYS has done (Rush-Henrietta, 2006-
08). 

It was wild fare for local basketball 
aficionados to gobble up, and most of us 
are counting on an encore performance 
to carry us through another long winter. 
However, most-pre-season pundits and 
so-called savvy media-types are calling for 
a down campaign for local boys’ teams, so 
we’ll try, in the space below, to build up 
hope and express a feasible County Center 
Final 4 path for those teams that can dance 
with the best in the business.
LEAGUE I-A

CARMEL – Second-year Coach John 
Venditto’s Rams (9-10) return three 
integral pieces return from last year and 
the unit that has the pieces in place to 

make a run at the League I-A title where 
Mahopac and the Dutchess County 
powers that be (Lourdes, Arlington, RCK 
and John Jay EF) provide for an interesting 
mix of teams. Freshman Josh Alexander, 
a 6’6” center, is a blooming big, who the 
Rams are pinning their future on. If his 
development is on the fast track, as many 
have intimated, the Rams have one of the 
premier frontcourt players in the league 
and an a potentially un-guardable player 
in the paint. How long he remains a Ram 
remains to be seen with the Stepinacs and 
Ionas painting a rosy CHSAA scenario.

Quinn Willman (5’9”) and Ryan Train 
(6’1”) are a pair of gutty, experienced 
backcourt juniors looking to make their 
mark on the circuit.

“I have a very good feeling about our 
club,” Alexander said. “We should be very 
good this year. We have some pretty high 
expectations to fulfill.”

The unit is still fairly young but 
experienced at the same time after cutting 
its teeth on the varsity circuit last year, but 
expectations are high at Ram Nation. 

“We’re a young team,’” Willman 
admitted, “but we are very talented. 
We have many returning players that 
are familiar with the offense and most 
importantly familiar with each other.” 

Others with varsity experience include 
Matt Haughney (6-2) Jr., F; Matt Cawley 
(5-10) Sr., G; and Justin Mordecai (5-11) 
Sr., G/F. Key newcomers include: Ryan 
Sullivan (6-3) Jr., F; Brendan Cody (6-0) 
So., G; and Beau Kershaw (5-8) Jr., G.

MAHOPAC – New coach, new center, 

new back court… a whole new era. Coach 
Jim Harter will try to mold great athletes 
into formidable basketball players, just as 
former Coach Kevin Downes did during 
his unprecedented seven-year reign 
before his resignation last winter. Harter, 
the former Pace University Coach, is old 
school. Mahopac was once the last bastion 
for old-school student athletes. Harter will 
lend instant credibility to a program that 
has found its way to the Class AA Final 
4 four years running. Last season’s record 
of 17-4 and an eventual semifinal loss 
to Mount Vernon at the County Center 
was nothing to sneeze at. Key returners 
include: Chris Esernio (6-4), Sr., F; Dan 
Foley (6-2), Jr., G; Aidan Hynes (6-2), 
Jr., F; and Brandon Davis (6-4), Sr., C, 
who all saw minutes last season. Athletic 
newcomers include: Christian Donahoe 
(6-2), Jr., G; and the welcome addition of 
6’6” junior Ryan Vitkus.

Based on the early returns, Arlington 
figures to be the favorites in the league 
with Mahopac and Carmel right behind. 
But Mahopac has owned the Admirals in 
recent seasons, including the playoffs.
LEAGUE I-B

LAKELAND – Coach Henry Weltman’s 
Hornets are as big as any Lakeland team 
in history, showing five frontcourt players 
6’3” or better, including Jack Harrison 
(6’4” F), Kevin Cahill (6’3” F), Jarrod 
Anzalone-Wimmer (6’3” F/C), Nick Fazio 
(6’8” C) and Nick Jarosz (6’4” F/C). But for 
all the height the Hornets have, Weltman 
knows the key to turning things around 
from last year will be the performance of 
the guards. 

“The guards have to do the job for us 
to be successful,” the veteran coach said. 
Even the guards are big this year, with All-
Leaguer Mike Morelli, Ryan Thomas, Joe 
Martin and Trevor McCarthy all listed at 
6’ or better. Morelli is just coming into his 
own and should pop eyes open this winter. 

League I-B is certainly ripe for the 
picking, with Peekskill entering the fray 
under new ownership, now coached by 
longtime assistant Tony Turner, who 
inherits a team with less experience than 
most Red Devil teams. Walter Panas is in 
the league mix with Beacon, Hen Hud and 
Ossining rounding it out.

WALTER PANAS – The defending 
Section 1 Class A champion Panthers 
have been plucked clean of four starters 
by graduation, losing All-NYS G Tim 
McCauley, Tom Frost, Tom Parish and 
Tyler Mason. The quartet were pivotal in 
guiding the Panthers to their first Section 1 
title since 1997. Coach Shawn Sullivan will 
go into full rebuilding mode this season 
with senior veterans Mike Evans, a sixth-
man a year ago, and Brandon Collins, the 

lone returning starter, assuming major 
minutes and primary roles after playing 
lesser roles a year ago. Swingman Evans 
has some big-time hops to his game and 
Collins, a wide-body 3, can knock stroke 
it from downtown. Junior Jeremy Keefe 
was brought up to the varsity last season 
as soph and used his 6’5” frame to develop 
a solid paint presence. He is the X-factor 
this season. If Keefe can provide Sullivan 
with a triple-threat attack, Panas should 
contend because 6’1” F Justin Lee will do 
all the dirty work the Panthers need,

“Our mindset is we won the 
championship in 2014 and it is ours 
to keep,” Sullivan said. “We are not 
defending it, we are trying to win another. 
All the guys know what it takes to win 
and we constantly talking about the effort, 
sacrifices and teamwork that it takes to 
be successful. We are using the same 
formula as last year: great defense, great 
rebounding, a strong transition game and 
getting our best player the ball where they 
can be successful. The team is working 
very hard and we will just have to wait 
and see if all guys can step up and assume 
new roles to replace our seniors from last 
year. We are playing a very competitive 
schedule with the hopes that we will learn 
from each game and be playing our best 
basketball in February.”

PEEKSKILL – NYS Hall of Fame Coach 
Lou Panzanaro has moved on, leaving 
longtime assistant Tony Turner in charge 
of the one boys’ athletic program that has 
kept the Red Devils on the map. This is a 
program very much in transition, as the 
coaching and graduation losses have left 
little of the past intact. Seniors Jalen Tookes 
and Julian Culthberson return with some 
experience, but the Red Devils are lacking 
size outside of 6’10” sophomore James 
Robinson. If Peekskill is going to win this 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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For as big as Lakeland is up front this season, 
Hornet G Michael Morelli could be the biggest key.

Panas G Brandon Collins will play a primary role 
this season for the defending Section 1 Class A 
champion Panthers.

Mahopac’s Chris Esernio (12) will go toe-to-toe 
twice with Matt Cawley and the Carmel Rams this 
season with a league title potentially on the line 
as early as Jan. 23.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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league it will need to get back to its roots 
of defensive intensity, tenacious pressure 
and transition basketball.

HEN HUD – Second-year Coach 
Jordan Hirsch hopes to build on last 
season’s 7-12 record, which resulted in a 
first-round playoff loss. His Key returners 
include: Jesse Breeding (6-3), Jr., G; Jake 
Spitz (5-11), Sr., G; Carson Jacobs (6-5), 
Sr., C; Aaron Treinish (6-2), Sr., F; Jeremy 
Morris (5-11), Sr., G; Michael Smith (5-
10), Jr., G; Nick Marra (5-11), Jr., G; and 
J.T. Kertelits (6-0), Sr., F.

“We have senior experience in J.T. 
Kertelits who had a great off season,” 
Hirsch said. “We expect Jake Spitz to 
provide our team with strong leadership 
on and off the court. Jeremy Morris plays 
with great energy and often provides 
us with a spark. Aaron Treinish is an 
explosive player who we believe has the 
potential to have a very strong senior 
season. Carson Jacobs has worked very 
hard at rounding out his game and is 
another senior that has great potential to 
have a breakout season. Jesse Breeding is 
a junior wing that was our leading scorer 
last year.”

The Sailors will start the year by 
honoring the memory of the late Jack 
McGuire, who would have been a senior 
this year if not for the unfortunate 
circumstances surrounding his young 
but inspiring life. A rousing ceremony is 
planned for Friday, Dec. 12th at 6:30 p.m.
LEAGUE I-C

PUTNAM VALLEY – With the best 
season in school history still fresh in their 
minds, just two starters return to the fold 
with a renewed outlook in Tiger Town. 
Senior guards Zack Nolan (6’1”) and 
Ryan Basso (6’) return for their fourth 
and third full seasons, respectively, on 
the varsity circuit, minus the services 
of the programs two best players ever, 
All-NYS G Zach Coleman (8th team 
choice) and All-NYS F Jelani Bell-Isaac 
(6th team). Second-year Valley Coach 

Mike McDonnell (who has 20 years on 
the varsity circuit) guided the unit to the 
Section 1 Class B finals last season before 
Woodlands figured the Tigers out, and 
those very same Falcons remain the team 
to beat this season with first-team All-
NYS selection Jamil Gambari returning. 
The Tigers will turn to second-year 
veterans – versatile G Kevin Gallagher 
(6’) and promising F Joey Spinola (6’3”) 
-- to take on an increased role in what 
should be a guard-heavy alignment. 
Expect junior guards Harrison Deegan 
and Anders Spittal (5’10”) to get plenty of 
burn. First-year senior Mike DelGuidice 
(6’) and junior F Charlie Pagani (6’1) 
should provide grunts on the low blocks; 
what they lack in pure size, they make up 
for with determination and technique. 
The talk around town has the Tigers 
exhibiting the potential to get back to the 
County Center for a third-straight year, 
but they have their work cut out for them 
as opponents attempt to lock of Basso, a 
sniper who needs to average 18-20 PPG 
this season if the Tigers are to amount to 
much. Nolan is the X-Factor. Nolan can’t 
be the compliant Ringo Starr this season; 
he needs to be Paul McCartney to Basso’s 
John Lennon-like lead (Beatles metaphor) 
if PV is to swag its way back to the County 
Center and challenge Haldane and North 
Salem for league bragging rights.

“The returnees are determined to keep 
the program competing at a very high 
level and the juniors are talented and 
eager to fill big shoes,” the coach said.

HALDANE – The defending Section 1 
Class C champions are loaded and enter 
the 2015 season at the pre-season favorites 
to repeat, according to most coaches in the 
know. Blue Devil Coach Joe Virgadamo, 
now in his ninth season, returns many of 
the key components of a team that went 
15-7 before falling in the regional finals 
to Long Island powerhouse and Class C 
semifinalists Friends Academy. 

All-NYS F Peter Hoffmann, a 6’5” 
captain, will stir this drink, doing so with 
an array of versatility that Haldane hasn’t 
seen since Action Jackson Zuvic, now 
doing his thing at Oneonta. Hoffmann 
dropped 24.3 PPG last season and can 
spot up for 30-40 on any given night. 
He should average close to 30 PPG in 
the league this season, as he is a match-
up nightmare for teams like Put Valley, 
Pawling and North Salem.

What you have like more than anything 
is Haldane’s size, which will be tough for 
any Class C foe in the state to match up 
with. Edmund Fitzgerald (6’7, Sr., F), Will 
Zuvic (6’4”, Sr., F), Garret Quigley (6’4”, 
Sr., F), Miguel Toribio (6’3”, Jr., F) and 
Ryan McCollum (6’, Sr., G) are all 6-foot 
or better.

Key Newcomers include: Tucker 
Beachek (5’11”, Jr. G); Nick Allen (5’11”, 
Sr. G); Aiden Siegel (6’ Fr. G), Nick 
Chierre (6’2”, Jr. G) and David Rotando 

(5’8”, Jr. G).
Virgadamo, a gritty guard in his day, 

sees the potential in this unit, just as 
everyone else does.

“We have a lot of potential this season 
behind Hoffmann,” the coach said. “He 
is one of the best in the section and he 
proved it this summer earning a spot on 
the BCANY team and last season earning 
1st team all-state. We are big, long, and 
athletic and have potential to be deep. Our 
chemistry has been outstanding and we 
are going to focus on communication and 
intensity every time we get on the court. 
We have multiple guys that will score in 
double figures this season and hope it 
happens often. Our schedule is extremely 
difficult which we hope will help us earn 
another trip to the county center.” And so 
long as the tested veteran seniors welcome 
these savvy new additions with open, 
unselfish arms (like Coleman and Bell-
Isaac did), the unit should continue to 
prosper. If not, too much one-on-one ball 
could hurt their chances.
LEAGUE I-D

YORKTOWN – Don’t look now, but 
the Huskers (6-13) got themselves one of 
the best coaches in Section 1 and we all 
should expect immediate improvement 
under former Mahopac boss Kevin 
Downes, who drew blood from every 
stone in Mahopac  . Yorktown failed to 
crack the field of 16 last year, but Downes 
will not tolerate a team that isn’t willing to 
break barriers.

And the Huskers, despite the loss of 
slick G Luis Cartegena (transfer to White 
Plains), are not bad off in terms of talent 
with an experienced unit of Mason 
Dyslin (6-6), Sr., F; Mike Nardone (6-2), 
Sr., G; Nick DelBene (6-4), Sr., F; Nick 
DeGennaro (5-11), Jr., G; Luke Shkreli 
(5-11), Sr., G;  and Matt Broder (5-10), 
Sr., G returning. Dyslin, lanky and lean, 
has made the varsity scene three years 
running and should be the primary go-to 
in most sets. He can finish around the tin 
and has refined his pull-up jumper.

Three rookies bring additional size 
in Jesse Bambach (6-4), Jr., F; Glen 
O’Loughlin (6-5), Jr., F; and Ben Schmitz 
(6-4), Jr., giving the Huskers a front line 
that might match up against Lakeland’s 
massive front court. Don’t be shocked 
if Yorktown is in the mix of league title 
contenders in a very interesting, balanced 
mix of teams, including Lakeland, 
Somers, John Jay, Brewster, Fox Lane and 
Greeley. On paper, it looks wide open, and 
Yorktown could challenge, despite the fact 
most teams are banking on a win against 
the Huskers.

“I think we can be a solid team,” 
Downes said. “Dyslin is going to be a very 
good player. He poses matchup problems 
as he can be effective both in the post 
and facing the basket. DeGennaro will 
be one of the better point guards around.  
He makes great decisions with the ball, 

has the ability to score but looks to pass 
first and get everyone involved. DelBene 
and Nardone will be solid offensive 
contributors and excellent defenders.”

BREWSTER – The Bears went 6-13 last 
year during 33-year Coach John Martino’s 
final year, which opened the door for 
assistant Coach Tom Nelligan to take 
over. Nelly has been around the Section 
1 block a few times, with a championship 
stop at Kennedy Catholic before several 
years at John Jay.

Key returnees for the Bears include 
senior F Dima Monaghan (6’1”), senior 
point guard Adarsch Budathocki (5’9”), 
senior F Matt Gargano (6’1”), senior F 
Tom Trainor (6’2’),  senior F Jason Jacobus 
(6’3”) and senior F Rob Chamberlain 
(6’3”).

“We worked hard this fall,” Nelligna 
said, and we’re working on building team 
chemistry now. Our success will depend 
on how well we rebound, defend and take 
care of the ball.”

SOMERS – A trusted birdy close to the 
Tusker scene has indicated that Somers, 
despite significant loss to graduation, will 
give opponents fits this season. Seniors 
Anthony Maestri, Ryan Grossman, Tom 
Gargulo, Pat Melly and Nick Lombardo 
all return with varsity experience, and 
they will be joined by Matt Maloney, who 
is back at Somers after a brief stint at Iona 
Prep.

LEAGUE III-A
CROTON – The loss of Patrick 

Gallagher to a private school transfer 
certainly hurts the Tigers’ chances of 
competing for a Class B title, but the 
Tigers were on the uptick last year when 
they met their match against Putnam 
Valley in the Class B quarters. Senior G 
Teejay Searight (5’10”) is full of swag and 
bravado, enough to make him a better 
than average baller. Searight runs the 
point and is a strong defender who sticks 
the trey and finishes around the rim off 
quick penetration. He’ll need big-time 
support if Coach Bill Thom’s disciplined 
Tigers are going to knock off Briarcliff for 
the league title.

Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso is among the elite 
shooters in Section 1 this season.

Haldane senior Peter Hoffman will light up 
Section 1 this season with a versatile skill set.
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By A.J. Martelli
If you’re driving on Highland Avenue 

in OSSINING and pass the high school, 
you’ll see the swagger on display: “Girls’ 
Basketball: Two-Time State Champions!” 
It’s been up for everyone to see since this 
past March, when the Pride captured its 
second consecutive NYSPHSAA Class 
AA championship. 

Simply put, the Pride is proud, and after 
graduating a grand total of zero players 
from last year’s state title winning squad, 

Ossining is gunning for its fifth-straight 
AA section title and a NYS three-peat this 
year.

“We lost no one, so the biggest thing 
is trying to take a different approach this 
year,” said boss Dan Ricci. “Last year we 
kind of surprised people; we were like the 

hunter, this year I’m telling the kids we’re 
the hunted. We’re expecting to win the 
section and get back to states – all that, but 
you have to realize how difficult it is. You 
have to stay injury free, you have to get 
better; you can’t slip up in a big moment. 
There’s a little more pressure, but I think 
the kids are up for it.”

The Pride’s biggest threat in recent 
times was All-NYS G Saniya Chong, 
who won a national championship 
with UConn earlier this year. Taking up 
Chong’s mantle last year were the likes 
of Jalay Knowles, a sharpshooter headed 
for Hartford, junior forward Shadeen 
Samuels, and Pace bound sniper Stef 
Svoboda. Abby Squirrell and NYIT-
bound Madison Strippoli added a pair of 
inside weapons to the Pride’s arsenal and 
will undoubtedly keep it up this year, as 
size and depth continue to be the Pride’s 
biggest advantage.

“Everybody plays their role,” Ricci said. 
“Most of our points on a regular basis are 
going to come from Shadeen and Jalay, 
and then it’ll be a different kid each day. 
Stef ’s our ball handler, our distributer; 
Abby’s our rebounder and our good post 
defender. Then we have kids who can 
come off the bench and shoot the three, 
who can defend. Everybody understands 
their role and accepts their role.”

Ossining has quite a few games against 
Class A opponents on its schedule this 
year, including two matchups apiece with 
Lakeland, Panas, Hen Hud and Peekskill. 
But that’s not exactly pleasing to the Pride 
head coach.

“I was not happy with our schedule,” 
Ricci said. “I was hoping to play everybody 
in our league once, like we did two years 
ago when we were real good. Peekskill is 
good, they’ll give us a game, but besides 
that – the Hen Huds, the Panas and the 
Lakelands – we’re just on a different level 
right now. 

“I don’t think it’s a good thing for 
the kids on either side. It’s a mismatch; 
not a healthy thing, but we’re going to 
scrimmage against teams from New York 
City, because we have to push our kids or 
else they’re not going to get any better.”

The Pride will be tested, though, on 
Dec. 17 when they host Archbishop 
Molloy and on Dec. 28 when they face off 
with Jamesville-Dewitt in the first round 
of the Slam Dunk tourney at the County 
Center.

There’s no reason to believe the Pride 
won’t be the last team standing at the end 
of the year.

“The kids are excited – and hungry,” 
Ricci added.

An Ossining team with no appetite is 
dangerous enough. A hungry Ossining 

team? Might as well 
pencil the Pride in now 
for another trip to states.

MAHOPAC happened 
to be the team the Pride 
beat to capture the AA 
section title last year. It’s 
tough to say whether or 
not the Indians will go 
on that sort of dream 
run this year, having 
graduated 1,000-point 
scorer Mairead Hynes. 
Yet second-year coach 
Chuck Scozzafava will 
have senior Alayne Felix 
and sophomore Amanda 
Geyer at his disposal, 
with senior Caroline 
Horan and junior Tara 
Ravoli issuing backup, so 
the Indians should make 
plenty of noise in League 
I-A against the like of 
CARMEL, RCK, Jay EF, 
Arlington and Lourdes.

The PEESKILL lady 
Red Devils are hoping 
to keep up their reign 
in Class A, despite 
graduating senior leaders 
Latisha Clark, Shaina Iton, 
Morgan Beechum and 
Adriane Jackson, all of whom did the dirty 
work. What’s more, they will be without 
former Coach Rodney Headley, Jr., who 
resigned after some unsettling allegations 
and an unceremonious benching from the 
regional playoffs.

Taking the reigns is Steven Loscher, 
coming over from SUNY Purchase where 
he coached the women’s hoops team for 
eight years. The new coach is happy be 
aboard, and wants nothing more than to 
keep the Peekskill dynasty of three gold 
balls in five years alive.

“I’m excited and grateful for the 
opportunity,” he said. “The style will be 
a little bit different and I just asked my 
kids to play as hard as they can for every 
minute that they’re out there. They’re 
listening well and they’ve been very 
receptive to everything that I’ve asked of 
them. It’s a team that’s here to win.”

Talented junior Lanay Rodney will 
likely be Peekskill’s key offensive threat, 
along with sophomore Nyrie Holliman. 
The senior Dillard sisters, Kiarra and 
Tiarra, and junior Lisana Burnett will also 
fill the void left by last year’s graduators. 

“It’s hard to say who our best scorer is 
because we’ve only had a few scrimmages 
and I play everybody,” Loscher said. “I 
think that’ll take care of itself because 
we’re not really going to lean on just one 

person; try and stress the team concept, 
and hopefully a few people step up. We 
graduated a lot and I think they’re ready 
to take over.”

If you ask this writer, the Red Devils 
have a lot to prove. Last year Rodney said 
not having Headley on the sidelines for 
the regional final vs. Maine-Endwell was 
“like not having our best player,” creating 
a couple obvious questions: can the lady 
Red Devils win without Headley? Can 
they adapt to the new style Loscher will 
be employing?

On the flip side, if you ask the new 
coach, it’s merely going to come down to 
how bad they want it.

“It’s all about the effort,” Loscher said. 
“If you give the effort, the results that you 
want will be there.”

With Class A wide open, SOMERS has 
a chance to make its mark in girls’ hoops 
– the ladies having already made waves 
in both lacrosse and soccer this past year 
with a sectional and NYS title, respectively. 
The Tuskers won their league last year and 
have been upended by Albertus Magnus 
in the quarterfinals the past two years, yet 
Coach Kristi Dini thinks the energy level 
this season will be at an all-time high.

“We’re excited about the team this year,” 
she said. “We have four freshmen and 
two up from the JV squad last year, plus 
some great leadership and energy from 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Mahopac’s Alayne Felix will need to ramp up her game in the absence 
of  Mairead Hynes.

Ossining’s Shadeen Samuels is about to go off  
on Section 1 and NYS.
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Ossining Primed to Continue NYS Reign of Dominance
Peekskill Starts Post-Headley Era; Other Locals Ready for the Hoops Grind

Somers F Kayleigh McGuire will be difficult to 
contain in the paint this season.
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Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
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undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
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(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
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another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 
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dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
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tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.
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continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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our seven returning players. Even though 
things are different, we’re coming off a 
solid season and a league championship, 
and this group of girls is bringing a 
positive and enthusiastic energy to 
Somers basketball.”

Senior Nicole DeMase poses a presence 
inside while Kayleah McGuire and Gabby 
Rosenzweig are sure to be two of the 
Tuskers’ best outside shooters. Somers 
should be ok on both sides of the floor, 
Dini thinks.

“Our man-to-man defense is very 
tough and gave people problems last 
year, so we built on that in the offseason 
and preseason, and added some new 
components to our game so we can have 
other options we’re confident with,” she 
said.  

If the Tuskers can get over that hump 
come sectionals – the hump being 
Albertus Magnus – they have as good a 
shot anyone this year.

HENDRICK HUDSON is coming off 
a 13-7 season in Class A, and lost bigs 
Cassidy Boyle and Leatina Hutchings. 
This year size isn’t on the Sailors’ side, 
but head man Ken Sherman is feeling 
optimistic nonetheless.

“Our problem this year is going to be 
height – we have no height, but we have 
scorers,” he said. “We had a scrimmage 
last week against Rye Country Day, a 
much taller team, and we held our own. 
I was pleased with that. We’ll be scrappy 
and we’ll run a lot, so that’s what I’m 
hoping will set us apart a little bit more, 
even though we don’t have the height.”

At 5-9, senior Amber Feminella looks 
to be the Sailors’ top talent, along with 
Amy Glashoff and sophomore shooting 
guard Jaelyn Smith.

“Our strength is that we move the ball 
well and do well with our offensive sets,” 

Sherman added. “My team goal is to play 
really hard each game; 10 girls are going 
to be playing every game, and I want them 
to be playing hard. We’ll see what happens 
in the win and loss column, when that 
happens.”

Be on the lookout for Coach Matt 
Castaldo’s BREWSTER squad. These 
past two years the Bears have taken some 
lumps, but Brewster’s JV squad absolutely 
punished Peekskill’s junior varsity team 
on last season’s opening night. If their JV 
girls are able to cut it at the varsity level, 
the Bears will be growling in 2014.

LAKELAND graduated 3-point 
shooter Kate Weldon and inside force 
Nikki Kardias. The Hornets not only lost 
two of their key players, but said goodbye 
to longtime leader Steve Fallo, who moved 
over the boys’ side of the court, ushering 
in young Miranda Lustig to coach. She 
will lead the likes of senior distributer 
Ellie Dineen-Carey and sophomore 
outside sniper Jordan Cotino. Two years 
ago the Hornets won the league at 14-3, 
but with such a tough schedule it’s hard 
to see them going to the County Center 
this year. 

PANAS graduated a whole ton of 
players, and will likely struggle to stay 
competitive this year. But expect big 
things from senior Sam Sudol, who has 
been an effective shooter and rebounder 
these past few seasons.

Down in Class C, HALDANE has a shot 
to maintain the school success on the girls’ 
side, perhaps following the lead of the 
soccer and volleyball teams this fall. The 
Blue Devils worked their way to the Class 
C state semis last year, and according to 
senior Allie Monteleone – who last season 
was the section tournament MVP – the 
girls are focused.

“We have a very young but athletic 

team,” she said. “We are determined to 
win the gold ball for the second time in 
a row.”

Allie and her sister, sophomore Hannah 
Monteleone, are going to be forces to be 
reckoned with on the floor, alongside 
Missy Lisikatos.

KENNEDY has already started its 
season, competing in the Albertus 
Magnus McNichols Turkey Tip-Off this 
past weekend. The Gaels were aced by 
Magnus 80-23 in round one Friday night, 
and fell to a strong-willed Clarkstown 
South squad 54-41 in the consolation 
game Saturday.

“We took it on the chin the first game 
against Albertus Magnus,” said boss Lance 
DeMarzo. “Albertus came out firing on all 
cylinders and I didn’t do too good of a 
coaching job but things will look up.”

Kennedy brings back a healthy senior 
Megan Weidenhamer, after suffering 
multiple knee injuries over the past year. 
Seniors Grace Cunningham and the 
Heslin-Scott sisters will sure up the Gaels 
starting lineup, in addition to sophomore 
sensation Raiven Encarnacion.

“Megan Weidenhamer is starting to 
get her feet under her – she’s coming 
back from that ACL injury and she had a 
meniscus tear in that same knee over the 
summer,” DeMarzo said. “She’s starting 
to play more minutes and the game is 
starting to come back to her. The Heslin-
Scotts are starting to come around and I’m 
really impressed with Raiven. She’s raw, 
but she goes to the basket. You’re going to 
remember that name for the next two or 
three years.”

Kennedy is now in its second season 
in the CHSAA, though there are plenty 
of games vs. Section 1 foes on the 
schedule, notably a faceoff at home with 
New Rochelle on Dec. 15, a home game 

vs. Scarsdale on Jan. 17, and a game in 
the Lourdes tournament Jan. 19 against 
Newburgh Free Academy. To DeMarzo, a 
year of experience is going to benefit the 
Gaels, who not to mention went 9-1 in 
league play last year to earn a first round 
playoff bye.

“I think the girls now know how to 
practice and how to allot their time – plus 
the other teams know us, the referees 
know us and how we play,” he said. “I 
think going into our second year it’s going 
to help us immensely.”

PUTNAM VALLEY expects to make 
significant gains this season with Alyssa 
Stockinger, Gina Valentino and Reena 
Olsen back in the fold. The Tigers are still 
a few years away from making their mark, 
but the modified and JV programs are 
blooming with talent.

Peekskill junior G Lanay Rodney leads the two-time 
defending Section 1 Class A champion Red Devils.

Carmel Comes up Short in IceBreaker Title Bid
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Ram sniper Mike Gamby 
had two goals and two 
assists to lead Carmel to an 
8-3 win over Yorktown in 
the Conference I IceBreaker 
Tournament last Friday, 
and the Rams were on 
their way to an impressive 
start to the 2015 campaign, 
snagging second place in 
Orlando Division after a 
4-3 loss to Pawling Sunday 
night at the Brewster Ice 
Arena.

Sandwiched in between 
was a thrilling 6-5 shootout 
victory over John Jay on 
Saturday as the Rams (2-1) 
got off to a solid showing 

under first-year Coach 
Mike Chiacchia, who takes 
over an 8-11 squad from 
a year ago. Gamby (3G, 
2A) & Tyler Alfonzetti 
(2G, 1A) led the Rams 
against the Indians. Gamby 
scored twice in regulation 
before putting the Indians 
on ice in the shootout, 
sending Carmel into the 
championship game.

Against Yorktown, 
Alfonzetti added two 
goals and an assist for the 
Rams and freshman goalie 
Willow Barnes, the sister of 
the famous Barnes brothers, 
stopped 25 shots between 

the pipes and looked good 
in doing so.

Carmel D Paul Murphy turns the corner in Rams’ 6-5 shootout win 
over John Jay Saturday at the BIA. Carmel’s Willow Barnes looked sharp in nets for the Rams.
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Carmel’s Ryan Train (25) and Mahopac’ Aiden Hynes, Brandon Davis and Chris Esernio (inset photo) will lead their respective teams into battle this winter in search of  the League I-A title where the two Putnam 
County schools will battle Dutchess Counties RCK, John Jay EF, Arlington and Lourdes for league supremacy. Putnam Valley and Haldane will do similarly in League I-C against Pawling and North Salem in what 
should be a competitive four-team league... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

Carmel, Mahopac to Battle for League I-A Crown
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Train of Thought


