
By Neal Rentz
The Thunder Ridge Ski Area in 

Patterson, which had a chance of closing 
earlier this fall, is scheduled to reopen for 
the new ski season this Friday (Dec. 19) 
afternoon.

The fate of the popular resort, which 
has over 300 employees, was up in the air 
after former Putnam County legislator 
Mary Conklin and her husband Robert, 
who operated Thunder Ridge for 19 years, 
decided not to do so this winter. Brothers 
Wayne and Dean Ryder, the owners of the 
resort, have decided to also operate it. 

Dean Ryder said last week running the 
resort, which has been part of the lives 
of him and his family, is a labor of love. 
Ryder, a 68-year-old Carmel resident and 
Putnam banker, said he has been a skier 

since he was five and his three daughters 
are ski racers who also have used Thunder 
Ridge since childhood. “That is a life 
skill,” Ryder said. 

About 100,000 visits are typically made 
by skiers to the resort every winter, Ryder 
said, adding Thunder Ridge is generally 
open for skiing through March 15. 
Closing Thunder Ridge would have been 
devastating to local skiers, Ryder said. “I 
can’t tell you the number of calls that I 
got” when it appeared the facility might 
not open for the new ski season, he said, 
adding he was told by callers that their 
children were crying over the possibility 
of no longer having Thunder Ridge open.

Ryder said Thunder Ridge has about 
350 employees, including “a lot of ski 

By David Propper 
Despite miserable weather all day, 

enough voters came out and voted 
to approve a $38.9 million bond 
referendum put forth by the Brewster 
Central School District last Tuesday.

The margin of victory was 110 votes, 
with 635 voting in the affirmative for 
the proposition and 525 voting against 
the bond project meant to make repairs 
and renovations in hopes of upgrading 
district facilities into the 21st century.

When it was revealed around 9:15 
p.m. that the bond passed, Brewster 
district officials and Board of Education 
members on hand were overjoyed.

Board president Dr. Stephen 
Jambor said in an interview he was 
“overwhelmed” with the bond approval 
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A New Bunch of Master Gardeners 

Putnam County Bids Fond 
Farewell to Oliverio, Tartaro

The new Master Gardener Volunteers at Cornell Cooperative Extension just completed a rigorous 11-
week training course in subjects ranging from botany, entomology, and plant pathology to soil science, 
and climate change.  Classes also focus on how to grow and propagate annuals, perennials and 
vegetables, and specific instruction on site assessment and the growth and care of fruit trees, turf, 
and woody plants.  There is even an opportunity to increase public speaking skills to become more 
confident in communication.  Instructors include Cornell University professors, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension educators and professionals in arboriculture. After graduation, the Master Gardeners will 
bring science-based information about horticulture, organic gardening, integrated pest management, 
composting, water quality and garden-related subjects to Putnam County residents.
Back Row, Left to right: Della Howell, Mahopac, Maryann Brendler, Mahopac, Ryan Lepore, Carmel, 
Lynne Bernstein, Putnam Valley, Jo Anne Tenzer, Mahopac, Edmund Drake, Garrison, Richard Franco, 
Cold Spring Front Row, Left to right: Sarah Reilly, Putnam Valley, Karen Forrest, Patterson Mary 
Dundon, Mahopac. Nancy Teague, Brewster (not in photo)

As the year 2014 comes to a close, so will the county careers of  two longtime political figures in 
Putnam as Democrat and Putnam Valley resident Sam Oliverio and Republican and Town of  Kent 
resident Lou Tartaro’s terms in office are up. The two legislators had a farewell party thrown for 
them last Friday, celebrating with colleagues, county employees (like the legislative staff  pictured 
with them above) and several friends. Oliverio was on the county Legislature for 18 years and lost 
in a bid to become county executive this past election. Tartaro, who was appointed to legislature 
at the start of  this year, lost in a bid for a full term. Current and former legislators, County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell, and Sheriff  Don Smith all spoke and thanked the two statesmen for 
their service to the county. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Board of  Education president Dr. Stephen 
Jambor (right) shakes hands with Brewster High 
School principal Joseph Castagnola after it was 
announced the district’s $38.9 bond referendum 
was approved by voters.
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By David Propper
During the last year, a group opposing 

the extension of the Algonquin Pipeline 
has gone before different levels of 
government in hopes of drumming up 
support to stall the impending project. 

Last week, SAPE (Stop the Algonquin 
Pipeline Extension) presented in front 
of the Mahopac Board of Education at 
its monthly meeting to speak about the 
alleged dangers and health concerns of 
the pipeline extension and how it could 
relate to the Mahopac school community. 

One of the members of SAPE, Courtney 
Williams, who presented to the board, 
said after the meeting Mahopac residents 
could be directly—and adversely affected 
by construction of a new pipeline. Spectra 
Energy, which is the company pushing 
for the extension, plans to build a pigging 
station in the community, Williams 
said. The station would result in further 
removal of “radioactive, hazardous 
material that built up within the pipeline.”

If the pipeline is put in the ground, 
Williams added, the community may be 
faced with hazardous emissions during its 
normal operation and are at grave risk if 
the pipeline were to rupture. 

Besides the perceived health risks, 
Williams said construction of the project 
would result in increased traffic for 
students trying to get back and forth from 
school. During the meeting, Williams 

also stressed the pipeline would not even 
provide any natural energy to residents of 
Mahopac or Putnam County, but instead 
the New England region.

Whether the project goes forward would 
ultimately be decided by FERC (Federal 
Energy Regulation Commission), but 
Williams hopes the Mahopac school 
board is a collective voice that opposes 

the project.
“The school board can help by making 

people aware of the project and also if 
they speak out against it, to urge our 
elected officials at various levels to come 
out against it,” Williams, a Peekskill 
resident, said.

One of the founders of SAPE, Jerry 
Ravnitzky, who was in attendance at the 

meeting and spoke for a few minutes 
about his concerns, expressed more 
optimism that the Mahopac school board 
would take action, as opposed to the 
Carmel town board that hasn’t shown 
much interest in the possible pipeline 
extension, according to Ravnitzky. 

Ravnitzky said the Carmel town 
board has yet to allow SAPE to give a 
presentation headed by several experts 
during a meeting. Though SAPE has 
approached them, the town board wanted 
to know exactly what the organization 
would be discussing before they appeared 
at a future meeting. 

 “Carmel is the only town that we 
have approached that has acted in this 
way,” Ravnitzky said. “Every other town 
allowed a presentation.”

Controversial Algonquin Pipeline Project Addressed in Mahopac

825 S. Lake Blvd • Mahopac, NY 10541  • 845.621.5200
www.illaghettorestaurant.com

Find us on FACEBOOK & Instagram

Special menu now through the holidays
Exclusive Wine Menu 

Christmas Eve Menu
Assorted Seafood Delight

Call for New Years Reservations
Party Room available • Gift certifi cates

Come Celebrate the Holidays with us!

Three Course Lunch
$20.95*

Includes Appetizer, Entree 
and Dessert

Three Course Dinner
$29.95*

Includes Appetizer, Entree 
and Dessert

B&W

4-Color*Excludes Saturdays and Holidays

Winter Specials Continue!

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Courtney Williams (right) speaks in front of  the Mahopac Board of  Education during its monthly meeting 
about the apparent dangers of  the extension of  the Algonquin Pipeline.
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to Order!

Appalachian Deli, Grill & Pizza
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Let us Cater your Holiday Meal! 
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By Janine Bowen
Eligible veterans in Putnam Valley 

will soon be receiving a tax break thanks 
to the Putnam Valley Central School 
District.

At a Thursday night Board of Education 
meeting, the board unanimously voted 
to adopt the Alternative Veterans Tax 
exemption, which offers a tax reduction 
to eligible veterans whose primary 
residence is within the school district. 
The discount is extended to those who 
served during a period of war, those who 
are currently a member of the reserves, 
or those who received an expeditionary 
medal. Additional tax rebates are given 
to disabled veterans as well. 

This is the second time the board has 
considered the exemption; in February 
a public hearing regarding the issue was 
held but school board president Jeanine 
Rufo explained they chose not to adopt 
the program at that point in time because 
of the short turnaround between the 
announcement of the extension of the 
program, which has been available to 
towns since the mid-1980s, to schools, 
and the deadline to vote. 

She stated the board wanted to 
do more research to make sure that 
adopting the tax exemption would be in 
the best interest of all residents and that 
it didn’t contain any hidden costs and 
was sustainable. Under the Alternative 

Veterans Tax Exemption, the money 
not paid by the veterans through their 
discount is redistributed amongst the 
remaining homes in the school district. 

District Treasurer, Jill Figarella, 
explained with the adoption of the tax 
exemption will come an increase of 15 
cents per $1,000 of the assessed valuation 
of a home in Putnam Valley, which 
amounts to an increase of approximately 
$36 for the average homeowner. The few 
homes in the district that are located 
in the town of Carmel would see an 

increase of 23 cents per $1,000 while the 
homes in the town of Cortland would see 
an increase of $7.11 per $1,000. Figarella 
explained that the large variance for 
Cortlandt homeowners is the result of a 
different equalization rate. 

Although several veterans came out 
to support the proposition at Thursday 
evening’s public hearing, the lone 
comment came from Putnam Valley 
Supervisor, Robert Tendy. 

Tendy stated it was noble of the district 
to offer this benefit to residents who 
risked their lives to serve their country 
and noted that the district has a long 
history of giving back to the community. 

“I don’t have to tell you what many of 
[the veterans] have gone through, we 
all know the…sacrifices they make and, 
for $36 per year, for me, that’s fine. I’m 
good with that, and I think most people 
would be, too,” he said. 

The Putnam Valley school system 
is the latest district to pass the tax 

exemption for local veterans. The 
Brewster and Carmel school boards 
passed the exemption last school year 
and the Mahopac school board passed 
the resolution last month. The Haldane 
school board is the only board in 
Putnam County to not pass the local law 
to reduce veterans’ taxes.

Rufo noted in the class of 2010 alone, 
four students went on to join some 
branch of the military. She believes that 
by passing the Veterans Tax Exemption, 
the district is sending the message to 
students that the decision to join the 
military is just as valid as the decision to 
go to college. 

“It is more and more becoming an 
incredible opportunity for our youth 
and I think doing this does more than 
support the veterans. It tells our students 
that we think the armed services are a 
valued and important for everyone,” she 
said. 

PV School Board Signs off on Tax Exemption for Vets

Now OPEN! Under New Ownership
Italian Cuisine from our Family Traditions

that started in the village of Spadafora 
Now taking orders for your holiday parties

Gift Certifi cates Available

RISTORANTE  SPADAFORA 
18 Clark Place

Mahopac NY 10541
845 621-0137

fi nd us on

Patterson 
Wine & Spirits

At Patterson Wine & Spirits we carry a comprehensive variety of 
wines from around the globe. Our goal is to  meet the needs of the 
community and inspire wine enthusiast.

(845) 878-1099
 (Opposite Tractor Supply Company)

1270 Suite 3, Route 311, Patterson, NY 12536
Monday-Thursday 10AM-8PM

Friday-Saturday 10AM-9PM • Sunday 12-7PM

Patterson 
Wine & Spirits

(845) 878-1099
 (Opposite Newly Opened Tractor Supply Company)

1270 Suite 3, Route 311, Patterson, NY 12536
Monday-Thursday 10AM-8PM

Friday-Saturday 10AM-9PM • Sunday 12-7PM

Patterson 
Wine & Spirits

(845) 878-1099

PattersonWine & Spirits

2010 Spring Line Up:
Don Ramon                           750ml                   $7.99
Cupcake Chardonnay            750ml                  $10.99
Finca Flichman                     750m/1.5L            $8.99/$14.99
Penfolds Koonunga Hill Shiraz Cabernet 750ml   $10.99

If you don’t see what you are looking for just ask. We special order 
any item. At Patterson Wine and Spirits we treat you like “family”.

The Town of Patterson has traditionally been home to a locally owned and 
operated Wine and Spirits Shoppe. That tradition continues today 
through owners Phyllis and Joe Bernstein and their “family”.

At Patterson Wine & Spirits we carry a comprehensive variety of 
wines from around the globe and offer wine tastings every weekend. Our 
goal is to meet the needs of the community and inspire wine enthusiasts.

Take advantage of our Specials and Featured wines. Full or mixed cases 
of 750 ml wines come with a 15% discount on non-sales items.

(845) 878-1099

any item. At Patterson Wine and Spirits we treat you like “family”.

PattersonWine & Spirits

A Holiday Gift from
Patterson Wine & Spirits to You-

15% Discount
on 6 or More Bottles

(Mix and Match. Sale Items Excluded. Mention this ad.)

At Patterson Wine & Spirits we carry a comprehensive variety 
of wines from around the globe and offer wine tastings every 
weekend. Our goal is to meet the needs of the community and 
inspire wine enthusiasts.

Phyllis, Eileen, Sue & Denise

A Happy & Healthy Holiday to Our Friends!

A Holiday Gift from

1270 Suite 3, Route 311, Patterson, NY 12536
Monday-Thursday 10AM-8PM

Friday-Saturday 10AM-9PM • Sunday 12-7PM

We Are Celebrating Our Sixth Anniversary!

�(�O�f�f�e�r� �e�x�p�i�r�e�s� �1�2�/�3�1�/�1�4�)

Phyllis, Bill, Angelo and Justine

“It is more and more 
becoming an incredible 

opportunity for our 
youth and I think doing 

this does more than 
support the veterans. It 
tells our students that 
we think the armed 
services are a valued 

and important for 
everyone,” she said. 
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IS BIG NEWS

Mahopac BOE Extends Interim Super’s Contract to Finish Year
By David Propper

As the Mahopac Board of Education 
continues to search for a permanent 
school chief, it extended current interim 
superintendent Brian Monahan’s contract 
until the end of the year at its monthly 
Dec. 9 board meeting.

“Brian’s been an absolute gem,” board 
president Michael Sclafani said after the 
meeting. “You could not ask for a better 
man.”

Monahan started with the Mahopac 
district on July 1 and his contract was only 
suppose to last until Dec. 31. Now, he’ll be 
the leader of Mahopac schools for another 
six months until June 30, unless the board 
finds a permanent superintendent before 
that date. 

In an email, Monahan said he 
looks forward to being Mahopac’s top 
administrator for the rest of the year. 

“Some people aren’t meant for 

retirement. I came to Mahopac intending 
to fill in for six months while the Board 
selected a new superintendent. When 
the Board asked me to extend my stay, 
it was an easy decision because the staff, 
parents and students have made me feel 
so welcome,” Monahan stated. “There 
are many great things happening here in 
sports, performing arts and, especially, 
academics. I am proud to be a part of all 
of that and happy that people think I can 
help move this fine district forward.”

A superintendent finalists forum was 
scheduled for last month, but it was 
abruptly canceled. Sclafani said after 
further consideration, the feedback 
from the school board and search 
committee on the final candidates “wasn’t 
overwhelming.”

“We felt we had time, we wanted to get 
the right fit everybody felt comfortable 
with,” he said. 

The district doesn’t have to pay any 
additional funds for the search consultant 
it’s using, Sclafani stressed, noting there 
was only a one time fee paid dating back 
to last year. 

Looking for a candidate who has 
a PhD, has previous experience as a 
superintendent, and plans on staying 
with the district for the “long haul” are 
priorities for the board, Sclafani said. 
Right now, the average tenure of a public 
school superintendent is roughly five 

years.  
Sclafani also mentioned the board’s 

hope to find someone local, but he said 
the board couldn’t find a resident who 
matched all the other qualities necessary. 
One local resident that did apply, but was 
told he would not get the job was former 
school board member Brian Mahoney, 

who is the headmaster at a private, 
boarding school in Westchester County. 

“He was interviewed like any other 
candidate and we looked for certain 
qualities that we wanted,” Sclafani said. “It 
was a little different for Brian because he’s 
the head master of an institution, that’s a 
little bit different than a public school so 
that was a concern.”

After it was determined he would not 
get the superintendent job, Mahoney said 
he was seeking to be reappointed to the 
board, but Sclafani said the board would 
not take that action. The seat will be left 
vacate until the school board election in 
May, he added. 

The search for a new, permanent 
superintendent has lasted for more than a 
year ever since former top administrator 
Thomas Manko announced he was 
retiring.  The Mahopac school board 
thought it had found Manko’s replacement 
when John Kopicki, a superintendent 
from a Pennsylvania school system agreed 
to join the district, but he backed out after 
originally committing.

Mahopac interim superintendent Brian Monahan. 

SPECIAL FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

SPECIAL
OFFERS 
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 Flooring
Superstore

by R&D

845-940-1101
1511 ROUTE 22

BREWSTER, NY 10509
(ONLY MINUTES OFF I-84)

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10-6
THURSDAY 10-8
SUNDAY 11-5

www.RandDfl ooring.com

LIFETIMEWARRANTYON ALL INSTALLATIONS

DURING OUR YEAR 
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SAVE UP TO
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LAMINATE
STARTING AT
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INSTALLED
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WARRANTY

“We felt we had time, 
we wanted to get the 
right fit everybody 

felt comfortable with,” 
Sclafani said. 
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By David Propper
A common complaint of government at 

any level is that it works too slowly. 
That wasn’t the case after Legislator 

Ginny Nacerino attended a Putnam Lake 
Neighborhood Watch meeting and heard 
Patterson residents voice concerns about 
pedestrian safety on Fairfield Drive. 
That meeting was in late October/early 
November, Nacerino recalled and by 
early December, two crosswalks were put 
in place by the Department of Highways 
and Facilities in the Putnam Lake area. 

“It was pretty quick,” Nacerino said last 
week.

Nacerino gives much of the credit 
to Fred Pena, Highways and Facilities 
Commissioner who attended a Physical 
Services Committee meeting, after 
Nacerino notified him, to discuss the 

small-scale project. Pena and his staff 
then scoped out the bustling street and 
completed the work before any inclement 
weather arrived. 

“The Putnam Lake area is unique and 
most of the people living in Putnam Lake 
frequent the hub of stores and businesses 
in that area, which is why it’s such an 
important safety issue,” Nacerino said in 
an interview. “There are several businesses 
and people dart across the street back and 
forth to frequent those businesses.”

The street is also where the Putnam 
Lake Fire Department is located.

By David Propper
Since April, the Putnam County 

Sheriff ’s Office has made Naloxone 
(also known as Narcan), an antidote for 
opioid overdoses, available to deputies 
in the department as the drug crisis in 
the region is at a horrifying high rate. On 
Dec. 6 for the first time, a correction’s 
officer used it to save the lives of two 
teenage girls.

After an 18-year-old and 17-year-

old lost consciousness and became 
unresponsive with strained breathing, 
officer Anthony Colello acted quickly 
and administered Narcan to the two girls 
who were revived immediately. 

The two arrested girls were in the 
middle of being booked when Colello 
had to spring into action. The 18-year-
old was charged with driving under 
the influence of drugs and criminal 
possession of a controlled substance.  

The 17-year-old, who was the passenger, 
was charged with criminal possession 
of a controlled substance. While being 
processed, both girls said they had taken 
heroin shortly before their arrests, which 
is when Colello alerted the medical staff 
and closely monitored the two girls in 
their holding cell before they fell into 
unconsciousness. 

After they were revived, the two girls 
were transported to Putnam Hospital 

Center for further treatment and 
observation. Officers issued appearance 
tickets requiring them to show up to 
court for their charges at a later date.

With the drug scourge taking over the 
Lower Hudson Valley, county officials 
across the board have commended 
Narcan as an antidote that is part of 
an emergency overdose kit for drug 
users, particularly heroin, that become 
unconsciousness. 

Nacerino Helps Get Two Crosswalks for Putnam Lake Area

Two Teens Revived by Narcan by Correction Officer

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
One of  the crosswalks on Fairfield Drive completed by Putnam County’s Department of  Highways and 
Facilities in the Putnam Lake area. 
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By David Propper and Martin Wilbur
As a soft-spoken and mild-

mannered figure, state Commissioner 
of Education Dr. John King seemed an 
unlikely candidate to be embroiled in 
controversy. 

But with many educators and state 
officials at odds with him over the 
rollout of the Common Core standards, 
heated debate has dogged King at every 
turn during his nearly four-year tenure 
as New York’s top education official.

Now, King is leaving that controversy 
behind after it was revealed last 
week that he would be departing his 
post to take a position in the Obama 
Administration at the U.S. Dept. of 
Education. 

Last week King received criticism, in 
some instances rather harsh, from school 
officials and a state lawmaker who were 
asked to assess his performance.

Pleasantville Superintendent Mary 
Fox-Alter and Board of Education 
President Shane McGaffey said that 
during King’s time as commissioner he 
was not as collaborative as they would 
have liked. He failed to seek advice 
from local superintendents and board 
of education trustees, an approach Fox-
Alter said made local-level educators 
feel irrelevant. 

That sentiment was echoed by 
Mahopac Superintendent Brian 

Monahan who described King’s tenure 
as “tumultuous.” He said if King was a 
better listener it would have made the 
rollout and implementation of Common 
Core more effective. 

“I attended many events at which 
thoughtful suggestions were made by 
educators and parents, but those making 
the suggestions often felt they had little 
or no impact because decisions had 
already been made,” Monahan said.

Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Susan Guiney, who found 
King to be “a very affable person” when 
she met him, said she believed he was 
hampered because his education career 
was with charter schools and he had no 
background in public education. 

Guiney said one problem with 
Common Core was that it tested 
students on some information that had 
not been taught. Another problem has 
been the heavy emphasis on testing, 
especially for students between five and 
seven years old, she said. 

While King had many critics, few were 
as vocal as Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville), who at one point 
called for King’s resignation. Abinanti 
said that King’s support for Common 
Core and its one-size-fits-all approach 
to education failed to take into account 
the starkly different challenges that 
face urban, suburban and rural school 

districts.
Abinanti said like many Common 

Core advocates, King was too quick 
to rely on the private sector, with its 
priority on profit over students and 
for failing to rely more on the state’s 
education professionals.

“I’m having a difficult time 
complimenting him because I haven’t 
seen the benefits of his tenure,” Abinanti 
said. “I hate to be so negative.  I haven’t 
seen any.”

There were a few grudgingly positive 
comments. Putnam Valley High School 
Assistant Principal and Putnam County 
Legislator Sam Oliverio said that King 
stuck to his principles and didn’t waver.

“He made a lot of mistakes while 
commissioner,” Oliverio said. “At the 
same time, I give the man credit for 
being brave, standing by his principles 
and trying to push forward what he 
believes.”

Mount Pleasant Board of Education 
President James Grieco said King 
was preoccupied with implementing 
Common Core. While its goals  are 
laudable, its implementation has taken 
too much decision-making away from 
local districts. 

Grieco said the outgoing 
commissioner should have put more 
effort in eliminating state mandates in 
education.

McGaffey expressed concern that 
King would now be working at a national 
level after making many mistakes with 
the implementation of the Common 
Core and was worried about the larger 
scale implications of his promotion. 

“If you look at his track record in New 
York, it certainly wasn’t great,” McGaffey 
said. “It’s kind of scary, in a sense, to see 
someone get rewarded for that really 
poor level of implementation, and my 
only hope is that he’s learned a lot from 
his experience in New York.” 

Fox-Alter said she hopes King’s 
replacement is more willing to seek 
input from more stakeholders at the 
local level to create a stronger education 
system. 

“I would hope that the new 
commissioner would be a real 
practitioner, someone with solid 
experience in public education who 
knows how to collaborate with school 
boards, who are the elected officials 
of their local communities, and 
superintendents, who are responsible 
for executing the law,” Fox-Alter said. 

Putnam Valley schools superintendent 
Fran Wills added, “I would like to see 
the new commissioner bring people 
together and create a more united sense 
of progress going forward.”

Janine Bowen and Neal Rentz 
contributed to this article.

Officials Offer Harsh Critique of Education Commissioner’s Tenure
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Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. Smith 
announces the launch of an enhancement 
to the New York Sheriffs’ Victim Hotline, 
commonly known as the VINE program.  
The VINE program upgrade will enable 
crime victims to receive a text message 
notification in the event of any change in 
custody status of an offender incarcerated 
in a county correctional facility in New 
York State or a correctional facility in 
New York City.

VINE allows crime victims to learn 
the custody status of an offender, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, by telephone 
or online.  This new notification option, 
“SMS Text Messaging Notification,” adds 
text messaging to the existing notification 

options.  The additional outbound 
notification method will be in English 
and Spanish.

“Crime victims need and want timely 
and accurate offender information to 
proactively ensure their personal safety 
and that of their families,” said Smith.  
“I am truly happy that we now offer 
texting and strongly believe crime victims 
will embrace this new technology,” he 
concluded.

In 2014, almost 2.8 million crime 
victims searched the VINE Database, 
using either the toll free telephone 
number (1-888-VINE-4- NY), the 
VINEMobile app, the Sheriff ’s Mobile 
Patrol App (both available for IPhone and 

Android), or the website (VineLine.com).  
Also in 2014, over 100,000 crime victims 
received notification of a change in their 
offender’s status either by phone or email.  
It is anticipated that the addition of the 
text messaging option will result in even 
more crime victims receiving timely 
notification of vital offender information.

“I welcome this new feature as my office 
continues to seek ways to better serve 
the public safety needs of the citizens of 
Putnam County,” said Smith.

Anyone who would like more 
information about the VINE program 
may contact Captain Patrick O’Malley at 
the Putnam County Correctional Facility 
by calling 845-225-5255.

Iris D. Fletcher
Iris D. Fletcher, 61, died on Sunday, 

December 7 in New York. Iris was born 
on July 16, 1953 in Youngstown, Ohio. She 
was the daughter of George J. and Enid 
A. (Underwood) Parker. She was a 1971 
graduate of Springfield High School in 
Springfield, Ohio and did her undergraduate 
studies at Youngstown State University. Iris 
loved the beauty of life and nature. She could 
often be found sitting in her favorite chair 
overlooking the lake, enjoying the crashing 
waves along her favorite beach in Florida, 
or admiring the serenity of nature at the 
New York Botanical Garden. Iris will be 
remembered for her sincere and infectious 
smile, her humor, and for going above and 
beyond to touch people in a very special 
way. Before retirement, Iris worked as the 
Assistant to the Director of the Emergency 
Room at Putnam Hospital Center. She was 
also a recent board member of Putnam 
CAP (Community Action Program).   She 
leaves behind the love of her life; Theo 
Fletcher, whom she married May 3, 1975; 
her daughters, Elidi Fletcher of Pompano 
Beach, Florida and Nephatiema Fletcher 
of Brooklyn; her brother Keith Parker of 
Arizona; along with a host of extended family 
and friends. In lieu of flowers, please make a 
memorial contribution in Iris’ name to one 
of her favorite non- ‐profit organizations: 
Putnam CAP (www.putnamcap.org), the 
Putnam Hospital Center (www.health- ‐
quest.org/phc) or the New York Botanical 
Garden, (www.nybg.org).

Donald McLeod
Donald McLeod, a Putnam Lake resident 

of 45+ years, peacefully died on December 
7, while surrounded by loved ones. Donald 
Kenneth McLeod was born on Feb. 12, 
1934 to Rose Jane Coady and Donald Neil 
MacLeod. Raised in New York City and 
spending summers on a family farm in 
Glengarry, Canada. Don was a graduate of 
the Bronx’s Cardinal Hayes High School. He 
took the bus to school each day and that was 
where he met Catherine McDermott, who 
became his wife and constant companion 
for the next 63 years. Following high school, 

Don served his country in the United States 
Navy as a radar man on the USS Ponchatula. 
He then joined the NYPD and rose to 
the rank of Detective during his 18 years 
on the force. He earned a Master of Arts 
degree from John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. After finishing his own education, 
Don went on to launch the criminal justice 
program at Manhattan College. He also 
was the founder and director of the police 
academy in Rockland County. Don later 
worked as Undersherriff of Rockland 
County, and finished his career as Director 
of Security at the Museum of Modern Art. 
In retirement, Don learned to play the 
bagpipes and enjoyed several years as a 
member of Celtic Cross Pipes and Drums of 
Danbury. Retirement also allowed time for 
his other hobbies, including woodworking, 
landscaping and physical fitness. In addition 
to his professional career, Don also dedicated 
his personal life to protecting others and 
cherished his roles as husband, father, 
grandfather, and friend. He is survived by 
his beloved wife of 59 years, Catherine Ellen 
McDermott McLeod and their six children; 
his sister Shirley Birkhofer and her husband 
John; and his sister-in-law Maureen Darcy, 
and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends. He was predeceased by his sister-in-
law Sr. Betteann McDermott. Don’s children 
and their families include AnnMarie 
McLeod; Roseann McLeod Bean and her 
husband, Michael Bean, and their children 
Ted, Catherine, and Andrew; Marybeth 
McLeod Campbell and her husband Bob 
and their children, Bradley, Kristen and 
Matthew; Donald Noel McLeod and his wife 
Ranyce Berger McLeod and their daughters, 
Erica and Chelsey; Keith McLeod and his 
wife, Maria and their sons, Mick, Jonny and 
Kelly; and Catherine McLeod Mariani and 
her husband, Ed and their daughters Noelle 
Somoskey and Amber Mariani. His entire 
family is grateful for the gift of his life, love, 
and leadership. They are also thankful for 
incredible care he received from the staff at 
Putnam Community Hospital and Helen 
Hayes Rehabilitation Hospital over the past 
weeks.

Thomas K. Almond, Sr.
Thomas K. Almond, Sr., 74, died on 

December 9, surrounded by his loving family. 
Mr. Almond, Sr., was born on April 28, 1940 
to Benjamin and Virginia (Stonebreaker) 
Almond in Detroit, Michigan. He proudly 
served his Country with the US Navy from 
1958-1960. On May 22, 1960 he married 
the love of his life, Anna Catalano in the 
Bronx, NY. They moved to the Carmel area 
in 1970 to raise their family. Mr. Almond, 
Sr. owned and operated his own Building 
Materials Company, as well as, he previously 
owned Cameo Florist and Bella Rosa Florist. 
Tommy was an active community member 
and in his spare time, he was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and the Son’s of Italy. 
Yet his favorite past time of all was spending 
time with his family and especially; his five 
grandchildren all of whom held a special 
place in his heart.   He is survived by his 
beloved mother, Virginia, his devoted wife 
of 54 years; Anna, his three loving children; 
Edi Raiano, Gina Aurisicchio and Thomas 
Almond, Jr., two wonderful son-in-laws that 
he loved as his own sons; Richard Raiano 
and Louis Aurisicchio, and five wonderful 
grandchildren; Anna Aurisicchio, Louis 
Aurisicchio, Michael Aurisicchio, Richard 
Raiano and Thomas Raiano. He is 
predeceased by his beloved father; Benjamin 
and his sister Carol Almond.

Sheriff Announces Improvement to Notification System
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By Neal Rentz
Putnam Valley resident Michelle 

Cavanaugh has been planning parties 
and selling her handcrafted items for 
years via the Internet. 

But in a break in the usual pattern 
used for businesses, Cavanaugh decided 
to open a brick and mortar business 
after selling her products and services 
online.  

Cavanaugh, who a few weeks ago 
described herself as a “party stylist,” 
opened The Little Party Shop in 
Mohegan Lake on October 25. 

“I design your party if you come in 
with ideas,” she explained. “Somebody 
might come in with an idea or a theme 
and they don’t know how to implement 
it or they are looking for ideas or they 
know exactly what they want but they 
can’t put it in place, I work within their 
budget.”

Some of the elements for parties 
Cavanaugh has offered include dessert 
tables, candy buffets and centerpieces. 
Most of the items offered are handmade 
by Cavanaugh herself, though she does 
worth with some local vendors, such as 
jewelers, a florist and photographers. 
The store is “a one stop shop for unique, 
personalized party items,” she said. 

A wide range of parties can be planned 
at The Little Party Shop, including bridal 
and baby showers, wedding receptions, 
and anniversary and birthday parties, 
Cavanaugh said. Two of her children’s 
parties were based on the Disney films 
“Cars” and “Frozen.” Another party was 
held at a horse stable, featuring a farm 

theme and pony rides. 
“I started with my own children’s 

parties,” Cavanaugh said. She later 
started selling her handcrafted items on 
line and discussed her family parties she 
planned. “People liked what I did,” she 
said. “It took off.”

Some her specialties include animal 

themed pom-poms that are utilized as 
centerpieces, garland, and banners. She 
has sold her items to customers living 
in various locations nationally and 
internationally, including Australia, 
Canada and Singapore. She also rents 
party items. 

Her customers can either pick up 
their party items or, for an additional 
fee, have Cavanaugh deliver the items 
and set up their party. 

She opened the store, in part, because 
her handcrafted items “kind of took 
over my house,” Cavanaugh said. “I 
needed space to work.”

Aside from party planning, the new 
business offers craft making classes 
for children and adults taught by 
Cavanaugh and others in such areas as 
cartooning and painting on ceramics 
and canvases. 

With three young children and her 
businesses, how does Cavanaugh find 
the time to meet her responsibilities? 
“It’s a lot of juggling,” she said. 

The Little Party Shop is located at 
1851 Route 6 in Mohegan Lake. For 
more information call 914-715-5739, 
visit TheLittlePartyShopNY.com or send 
an e-mail to TheLittlePartyShopNY@
gmail.com.

The Little Party Shop 
Mohegan Lake

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Putnam Valley resident Michelle Cavanaugh opened The Little Party Shop in Mohegan Lake two months ago.
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from the voters
“These people in Brewster never cease 

to amaze me,” Jambor said. “The people 
of Brewster ought to be darn proud of 
themselves because they take their kids’ 
schools so seriously.”

Jambor still recalls a bond referendum 
that failed back in 2005, noting once 
a vote fails, you know you’re not 
“invincible.”

“And we made mistakes with that 
bond, which we hopefully learned 
from,” he added.

This time around, Jambor said the 
school board offered the best possible 
bond to voters, a bond that was 
researched for more than six months 
and involved the participation of a 
wide-ranging number of community 
members. 

The improvements, which would 
primarily repair and renovate the 
JFK Elementary School, CV Starr 
Intermediate School, and Brewster High 
School, district officials called “basics.” 
The referendum would address leaky 
roofs, asbestos removal, and provide 
additional security measures in the 
buildings, Conway said.

It is also meant to make renovations 

that would provide additional 
classrooms and make the buildings a 
21st century learning space, district 
officials touted. A concession stand and 
new bathroom facilities for the main 

turf field is also included.
District officials said the average 

home owner’s taxes would increase $7-9 
a month. 

Board members and district officials 
acknowledged the voter turnout for the 
bond was low, though not too surprised 

with the weather that hit the region 
Tuesday for most of the day. While it 
never snowed, there was freezing rain 
and high winds, so much so that the 
district announced a two-hour delay for 
all students and staff. 

Consulting with state officials and 
the county’s Board of Elections, Jambor 
said it was the school board’s decision 
whether to postpone the vote depending 
on the weather, regardless if school 
didn’t open on time.

“The children you have to be more 
conservative,” Jambor said. “The adults, 
they’re on their own.”

Superintendent Tim Conway said 
“fortunately” it never snowed and by 
6 a.m. when polls opened, ice on the 
roads was beginning to melt. To move 
on with the vote, Conway said was an 
“easy decision.” 

In comparison to the usual school 
budget vote last May, 407 less voters 
came out for this referendum ballot. 

“It was a light turn out, but it passed 
and that’s the important thing,” Conway 
said.

Going forward, Conway said the 
district now must select an architect 
and start planning detailed drawings 
that would then be sent to the New 
York State Education Department for 
approval. 

Voters Approve Brewster Schools’ Bond Referendum

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Superintendent Tim Conway chats with longtime board member Alberta Kozma after the voters passed 
a proposition meant to upgrade facilities. 

continued from page 1

By David Propper
Five cases of the flu have hit Putnam 

County, confirmed by Commissioner of 
Health Allen Beals Thursday evening.

During a Health Committee meeting 
of the county Legislature, Beals, while 
addressing the importance of getting a 
flu shot, noted five residents have already 
tested positive for influenza and two of 
them have been hospitalized at Putnam 
Hospital Center for treatment. 

There have already been five pediatric 
deaths nationwide, Beals noted.

While news reports have stated the 
flu shot may not be as effective this year 
because it is missing a key strain, Beals 
said it was still worth getting the shot. He 
added the county was wise in funding a 

flu shot that has four different antigens.  
Beals stressed that once a person gets 

the flu shot, it still takes two weeks before 
inoculation kicks in. 

“Don’t get it at the very height,” Beals 
said of the shot. “Because it will take you 
two weeks to get full immunity.” 

On the county website, flu clinics take 
place at various locations in the county. 
If a resident is not eligible for a funded 
program, the county charges a “nominal” 
administrative fee along with the cost of 
the vaccine for the immunization. The fee 
could be waived based on socioeconomic 
need, the department stated.

Residents that want to inquire about the 
flu shot can call the Health Department at 
845-808-1390. 

Five Cases of Influenza Reported in Putnam
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Across
1 Warned, watchdog-style
8 A herd of whales
11 Group of instruments used in
Baroque music
12 D.A.’s group
13 Repay
14 Supernova
15 Euripides drama
16 Furry Himalayan legend
17 S.American tuber
19 Member of the first family
20 Hannah’s abode or Pawling
restaurant and music club
24 Twist-apart cookie
25 Uncooked French toast
26 Blab
27 Flightless birds
31 Actor Mark of “The Full Monty”
32 G8 member
33 “I didn’t know that!”
34 Raw metal
35 Wander off course
36 White flowered plants

Down
1 Metric system unit
2 French river bank
3 Piece, in a paper
4 You don’t need a PHD to purchase
Fruit of the Vine from this Pawling
store
5 Firstborn’s heritage
6 N.Y.-to-Bos. dir.

7 Carry out
8 Sponge cake
9 Barricade
10 Iwo Jima flag raiser
14 Lackey
18 Pack carrier
20 Two tablets every 12 hours, say
21 More desert-like
22 Furnish
23 Movie genre
28 Chemical compound
29 Home lot size, perhaps
30 Perceives
32 Sear
34 Patient or polite preceder
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Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 21

Suggar is a sweet girl 
looking for a family Ê

to call her own! Ê
Meet Her At: Ê
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www.puthumane.org Ê

The Putnam  Ê
Humane Society 
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As parents take part in holiday 
festivities, it is of critical importance 
that they make healthy choices 
around the use of alcohol. According 
to a recently released report from 
the National Center on Addiction 
and Substance Abuse at Columbia 
University, “teens that have seen their 
parent(s) drunk are likelier to drink 
and get drunk than teens that have 
not seen their parent(s) drunk. They 
are also likelier to try cigarettes and 
marijuana”.  

Research has taught us time and 

again that active parents, voicing their 
disapproval of alcohol and other drug 
use, have proven themselves to be the 
most effective preventative method for 
keeping our children substance-free. A 
cohesive family with parents who model 
healthy decision making can make all 
the difference in helping young people 
to avoid antisocial behavior.  

Holiday parties give individuals more 
of an opportunity to use drugs and 
alcohol.  This accounts for the increase 
in alcohol and drug related tragedies 
during the festive season.   

A few holiday party tips for parents: 
•	 Lay down the law. Tell your child, 

prior to the party, that he or she is 
absolutely prohibited from drinking 
and using illegal substances. 

•	 Be a model for conscientious 
behavior. 

•	 Have a plan for those who drink too 
much and make sure your guests do 
not drink and drive. 

•	 If you are hosting the party, offer 
an ample amount of non-alcoholic 
drinks, foods, and games to all. 

•	 Children may drink leftovers. 
Dispose of all unfinished beverages 
to prevent alcohol poisoning. 

•	 If your child is going to a party at 
a friend’s house, phone ahead and 
make sure there will not be any 
alcohol beverages available.  
For more holiday safety tips, please 

visit: http://www.madd.org/media-
center/media-library/safe-party-guide.
html

To further reduce the prevalence of 
underage drinking, legislation has been 
passed in all Putnam County towns, 
entitled the “Social Host Liability” law, 
which makes it a crime to “host, suffer, 
permit, organize, or allow a party, 
gathering or event at his or her place 
of residence or other private property 

where three or more minors are present 
and alcoholic beverages are being 
consumed by any minor”. This crime 
is punishable by up to one year in jail 
and/or a $3,000 fine.  

A 2014 survey of Putnam County 
students in grades 8 - 12 revealed 
that 38.1% of respondents believe 
that parental attitudes favor alcohol 
and drug use. What better way to 
end 2014 and begin 2015 than for 
parents throughout Putnam County 
to loudly and affirmatively voice their 
disapproval of alcohol and other drug 
use.  

Members of the Putnam CTC 
Coalition are available if you have any 
questions or would like for us to do a 
presentation to your organization on this 
or any other substance abuse trends that 
affect our children.  Please visit and join 
us on Facebook by searching “Putnam 
County Communities That Care – NY” 
or on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!/
PutnamCTCNY or call 845-225-4646. 

A Very Healthy & Happy Holidays To All Our Friends
Holiday Safety Tips for Putnam County Parents
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The look of your holiday party can be 
just as important as its other elements. 
So go above and beyond a plain table 
setting. Set the mood for your party and 
provide a striking visual to accompany 
the feast by creating a thematic holiday 
“tablescape.”

The experts at Bed Bath & Beyond are 
offering three ideas for elevating your 
entertaining décor:

Rustic Living
A warm, woodsy vibe invites lingering 

conversation. Skip the tablecloth and add 
a burlap runner and rattan placemats in 
rich neutral hues to create a foundation 
of textures. Bring in some warmth using 
soft green moss centerpieces and the 
sleek glitter of champagne flutes.

Mix shapes to give the table a casual, 
welcoming feel. For example, for a 
rectangular table, use round placemats 
with square plates. Likewise, use 
centerpieces of varied heights, such as 
glass candle holders of different sizes 
accented with rope and filled with moss. 
Add tall branches to the moss for a 
dramatic touch.

Consider Lenox Park City flatware 
and china. The porcelain plates are 
decorated with delicate bare branches 
and the flatware’s design mimics tree 

bark.
Remember, little details go a long way. 

Add sprigs of rosemary to Champagne 
for an evergreen feel and flavor.

Glamorous Gold
To create an opulent look, think rich 

colors, vivid patterns and one of the 
hottest tabletop trends this season—
gold.

When opting for a formal setting, 
avoid mixing shapes and limit your color 
palette. From placemats to china, repeat 
soft curves for an overall unified effect. 
Use a show-stopping place setting that 
creates richness and visual depth, such 

as Wedgwood’s Renaissance Gold, which 
pairs gold with cobalt blue. Mirror these 
colors with your other table accessories.

Use soft touches to keep the look from 
feeling cold, such as lush roses in full 
bloom or ferns spray painted gold for a 
pretty finishing touch.

A Modern Classic
From retro-sweetness to sleek 

modernity, get the best of both festive 
worlds in one beautiful setting.

For a dark wood table, skip tablecloth 
and placements and instead use clear 
chargers with gold beaded rims under 
the place settings.

Tall white taper candles, set in 
white porcelain candleholders, are a 
timeless touch that cast a warm glow 
for a welcoming ambiance. For the 
centerpiece, use a crystal bowl and 
crystal vases, filled with a bubbly mix 
of red ornaments. Swap a traditional 
runner for artfully strewn ribbons to 
add funky personality.

Use white cotton napkins topped with 
elegant gold-edged flatware and gold-
rimmed drinking glasses for a look with 
enduring appeal. While gold is on-trend, 
such ornate accents have an undeniably 
traditional feel.

Top each place setting with a colorful 

ornament. A trick? Leave room in the 
bowl centerpieces so guests can drop in 
the bulbs from their place settings when 
dinner is served.

More ideas, decorating tips, recipes, 
printable décor, gift ideas, playlists 
and holiday inspiration can be found 
at the “Above & Beyond” blog at Blog.
bedbathandbeyond.com.

This holiday, wow your guests and set 
the mood for your feast with tablescapes 
that please the eye.

Reprinted by permission of Statepoint.
net.

A Very Healthy & Happy Holidays To All Our Friends
Three Creative Ideas for  Holiday Party Themes and Décor

Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

- Comfortable Home-Like Accommodations - Pre-Planned Funeral Counseling
- Conveniently Located - Handicapped Accessible

- Major Credit Cards Accepted - Irrevocable Trusts for Medicaid Recipients
- Cremation & Traditional Funerals - Parking for over 100 cars

- Assistance with Life Insurance - Military Funeral Honors
- Online Book of Memories & Service Info
Family Owned & Operated

                 John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
                    Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512

www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com
Our Locations

Balsamo Funeral Home
3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
Tel: (718) 597-8380

www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
Tel: (914) 835-0284

www. Harrison Funeral.com
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Balsamo -Cordovano
Funeral  Home

“Commitment to Excellence”
Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.

The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home would 

like to wish all of our friends and neighbors a very 
Happy, Healthy and Blessed 

Thanksgiving
Family Owned & Operated

    John R. Balsamo,   Jonathan W. Garcia    Joseph J. Balsamo
      Licensed Director                       Manager                    Licensed Director

Phone: (845) 225-2144
15 Church Street - Carmel, NY 10512
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3188 Westchester Ave.

Bronx, NY 10461
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www. Balsamo Funeral Home.com

Harrison Funeral Home
329 Halstead Ave.

Harrison, NY 10528
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Honesty, Integrity, and Quality in all that we offer.
The Balsamo Family and the staff at 
Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home 

would like to Congratulate the 
2013 Grand Marshall Timmy Maher.

Wish All Our Friends &  
Neighbors a Happy Holiday

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Happy 
Holidays

FEEHAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

P.O. BOX 870, CARMEL, 
NY 10512

(845) 278-7070
Fax (845) 278-2886

Matthew, Terence & Christopher Feehan

Happy Holidays!

Your Source For 
Home Insurance
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Let us Cater your Christmas Eve
Place your orders Now

Every order comes with a bottle of wine
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with Us!

DJ, Dancing, Party Favors no set price !

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats
Everything Baked on Premises!

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

�V�i�s�i�t� �U�s� �f�o�r� �a� 
�U�n�i�q�u�e� �S�h�o�p�p�i�n�g� �E�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e

�B�u�y�i�n�g� �&� �S�e�l�l�i�n�g
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM

Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222
Somers
10 Heritage 202 Ctr
(914) 277-5656

Wishing You A

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

www.RaymondOpticians.com

Eye Exams Contact Lenses

Most Insurance Accepted Including....

Prescriptions Filled Designer Sunglasses

Raymond Opticians
Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

FLEX SPENDING

Don’t forget
to use your

Winter Special

 off
$100 Designer Frames

with lens purchase

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer  valid through 03/31/15.

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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New Merchandise Arriving Daily!

Route 6 & Westbrook Drive (Next to Kohl’s)
Cortlandt Manor,  New York • 914-528-0500

Route 6 & Westbrook Drive (Next to Kohl’s)Route 6 & Westbrook Drive (Next to Kohl’s)

• 50% Off All New Year’s Kits
• Balloon Centerpieces and   
  Arrangements
• Decorations • Hats • Horns
• Noisemakers • Party Poppers
• Champagne & Wine Glasses
• Serving & Catering Ware

Your One Stop for
Christmas & New Year’s 

All Hanukkah Items 70% OFF

Providing 15 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struffoli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
Call today and place your holiday order

(845) 628-2233
Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 

Christmas Day 7am-1pm
Open New Years Day

Our friendly staff is waiting to serve
you your Holiday treats

Everything Baked on Premises!
Expires 12/31/12

Wishes You a Happy Holiday!
Call today and place your holiday order 
for party platters, wedges, cakes & pies

3867 Danbury Road, Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-7799

Frangelina’s Deli & Cafe

Art of Healing
Wishes Everyone a Happy Holiday!

Gift Certificates Available
1 Front Street, Patterson, NY 12563            845 878-4325

PRO AM TOOL RENTAL
122 Buckshollow Road • Mahopac, NY 10541

845-621-4261

“You’ve Got the Job, We’ve Got the Tool”

Thank you to our customers
Wishing You a

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Thank you to our customers

“You’ve Got the Job, We’ve Got the Tool”

Thank you to our customers

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

Everyone at Examiner 

Media would like to wish

all of our Readers and 
Advertisers a 

Merry Christmas
and a 

Prosperous New Year!

Providing 15 years of Excellence in Italian DessertsProviding 15 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

54 Miller Road, • Mahopac, NY 10541 • 845-628-3447
www.aljanjewelers.com

 Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler- Since 1975

Pure Silver by Boma

Kameleon 
Trollbeads 

Frederick Duclos - French Designer

Art of Healing
Wishes Everyone a Happy Holiday!

1 Front Street, Patterson NY 12563 •845-878-4325

Gift Certifi cates Available

The Art of HealingThe Art of HealingThe Art of Healing

Arthur Weeks & Son Jewelers
Since 1896

Arthur Weeks & Sons Jewelers
942 South Street • Peekskill, NY 10566 • 914 737 0505

Call for Holiday Hours

We off er a wide selection of diamond rings, 
pendants, bracelets and earrings as well as lustrous pearls, 

colored gems and unique sterling silver pieces

Check out our store's NEW ONLINE store 
just in time for the holidays

www.arthurweeksjewelers.com

�W�i�s�h�e�s�	�Y�o�u�	�a�	�H�a�p�p�y�	�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�!
�C�a�l�l�	�t�o�d�a�y�	�a�n�d�	�p�l�a�c�e�	�y�o�u�r�	�h�o�l�i�d�a�y�	�o�r�d�e�r
�f�o�r�	�p�a�r�t�y�	�p�l�a�t�t�e�r�s�,�	�w�e�d�g�e�s�,�	�c�a�k�e�s�	�&�	�p�i�e�s

�C�a�l�l�	�F�o�r�	�C�a�t�e�r�i�n�g�	�O�p�t�i�o�n�s
�3�8�6�7�	�D�a�n�b�u�r�y�	�R�o�a�d�,�	�B�r�e�w�s�t�e�r�,�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�0�9

�8�4�5�-�2�7�9�-�7�7�9�9

Frangelina's Deli & Cafe

Reigning Dogs & Cats Too 
�L�o�t�s�	�o�f�	�T�o�y�s�	�&�	�T�r�e�a�t�s�	�f�o�r�	�t�h�e�	

�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�	�S�e�a�s�o�n�!

�W�i�d�e�	�S�e�l�e�c�t�i�o�n�	�o�f�	
�P�e�t�	�S�u�p�p�l�i�e�s�	�&�	�G�i�f�t�s

169 Main Street • �C�o�l�d�	�S�p�r�i�n�g�,�	�N�Y�	
�8�4�5�-�2�6�5�-�3�2�3�9
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PH: 845-493-0262 Fax: 845-493-0263
 Located at 31 Route 22 Pawling, NY

Near Dollar General
(1/4 Mile north of Mobil on Route 22)

Gift Certificates, 
Boar’s Head Gift Boxes,  Gift Baskets, 

Bakery Cookies, Order Your Pies & 
Cheesecake Heaven Cheesecakes 

Creative Sandwich Options, Clean Environment, Friendly Service

Catering  for All Occasions 

Merry Christmas 
from Dr. Mary and the staff 

at Chiropractic Works

845-225-1118

Happy Holidays from Your Friends at

www.PutnamSeptic.com

Make Your
Reservations With Us!

Hours: T,W, 
Th 4-10pm;
Fri & Sat 4-11pm;
Sun 4-9pm

In June 2011 Ramiro’s 954 Restaurant received the highest rating possible 
from the N Y Times–”Don’t Miss”

Latin Bistro

Come Join Us For “Happy Hour” Sunday, Tuesday Wednesday & Thursday All Night!

845.628.2565
898 US 6, Mahopac, New York 10541

www.RecineDesign.com  isabella@RecineDesign.com

• Window Treatments 
• Upholstery 
• Fabric/Trim 
• Wall Coverings

GRanD OpeninG

Kobu
ASiAn BiSTRo

Grand  
Opening

Window Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall Coverings

A Very Healthy & Happy Holiday To All Our Friends!
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Let us Cater your Christmas Eve
Place your orders Now

Every order comes with a bottle of wine
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with Us!

DJ, Dancing, Party Favors no set price !

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 

Candied Yams, Carrots, 
Sausage Stuffing, Gravy, 

and Cranberry Sauce
• Choice of Apple 

or Pumpkin Pie

•Coffee or Tea
• Complimentary Glass 

of Wine with every 
Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
 is also available 

Call for reservations

845-621-3836 • 878 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
www.arturostavern.com

Complete Four Course Thanksgiving
Turkey Dinner $25.95

• Salad & Bread
• Turkey Served with 
Mashed Potatoes, 
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Thanksgiving Dinner

• Our regular menu
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Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats
Everything Baked on Premises!

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!
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Baldwin Place
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(914) 245-1222
Somers
10 Heritage 202 Ctr
(914) 277-5656

Wishing You A

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

www.RaymondOpticians.com

Eye Exams Contact Lenses

Most Insurance Accepted Including....

Prescriptions Filled Designer Sunglasses

Raymond Opticians
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80 Route 6
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Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

Family Owned & Operated Since 1959
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Don’t forget
to use your

Winter Special

 off
$100 Designer Frames

with lens purchase

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer  valid through 03/31/15.
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and Happy 
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 Examiner Media!
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Check out our store's NEW ONLINE store 
just in time for the holidays
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�W�i�s�h�e�s�	�Y�o�u�	�a�	�H�a�p�p�y�	�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�!
�C�a�l�l�	�t�o�d�a�y�	�a�n�d�	�p�l�a�c�e�	�y�o�u�r�	�h�o�l�i�d�a�y�	�o�r�d�e�r
�f�o�r�	�p�a�r�t�y�	�p�l�a�t�t�e�r�s�,�	�w�e�d�g�e�s�,�	�c�a�k�e�s�	�&�	�p�i�e�s

�C�a�l�l�	�F�o�r�	�C�a�t�e�r�i�n�g�	�O�p�t�i�o�n�s
�3�8�6�7�	�D�a�n�b�u�r�y�	�R�o�a�d�,�	�B�r�e�w�s�t�e�r�,�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�0�9

�8�4�5�-�2�7�9�-�7�7�9�9

Frangelina's Deli & Cafe

Reigning Dogs & Cats Too 
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�8�4�5�-�2�6�5�-�3�2�3�9
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PH: 845-493-0262 Fax: 845-493-0263
 Located at 31 Route 22 Pawling, NY

Near Dollar General
(1/4 Mile north of Mobil on Route 22)

Gift Certificates, 
Boar’s Head Gift Boxes,  Gift Baskets, 

Bakery Cookies, Order Your Pies & 
Cheesecake Heaven Cheesecakes 

Creative Sandwich Options, Clean Environment, Friendly Service

Catering  for All Occasions 

Merry Christmas 
from Dr. Mary and the staff 

at Chiropractic Works

845-225-1118

Happy Holidays from Your Friends at

www.PutnamSeptic.com

Make Your
Reservations With Us!

Hours: T,W, 
Th 4-10pm;
Fri & Sat 4-11pm;
Sun 4-9pm

In June 2011 Ramiro’s 954 Restaurant received the highest rating possible 
from the N Y Times–”Don’t Miss”

Latin Bistro

Come Join Us For “Happy Hour” Sunday, Tuesday Wednesday & Thursday All Night!

845.628.2565
898 US 6, Mahopac, New York 10541

www.RecineDesign.com  isabella@RecineDesign.com

• Window Treatments 
• Upholstery 
• Fabric/Trim 
• Wall Coverings

GRanD OpeninG

Kobu
ASiAn BiSTRo

Grand  
Opening

Window Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall Coverings

A Very Healthy & Happy Holiday To All Our Friends!
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• Wall Coverings

GRanD OpeninG

Kobu
ASiAn BiSTRo

Grand  
Opening

Window Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall CoveringsWindow Treatments • Fabric • Wall Coverings

A Very Healthy & Happy Holiday To All Our Friends!
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Happy Holidays!

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelers.com

“Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler Since 1975”

Put some 
Color into Her 
Holidays this 

Year! 

Open 7 days through 12/24

With this Ad Take 
35% OFF 

Any one 
in-stock Silver Piece

Exp. 12/31/14

14 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509

845.279.5471

Serving theServing the
Community forCommunity for

25 Years25 Years

Specializing in
CUSTOM DESIGNED 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
for Every Occasion

We Are a Full Service Florist

Brewster Flower GardenBrewster Flower Garden

BrewsterFlowerGarden.com

Wishing all our Friends and Neighbors
a Merry Christmas & Very Happy New Year! 

Open Christmas Eve: 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Open Christmas Day: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

1001 Route 6 Mahopac, NY 10541 (845) 628-7920 
Lake Plaza Shopping Center (Next to K-Mart) 

Dawn
Specializes in Hair color

�5�5�9�	�R�t�	�6�	�M�a�h�o�p�a�c�	�N�Y
�9�1�4�	�2�0�4�-�2�5�9�0
�A�b�o�v�e�	�S�a�l�o�n�	�A�m�o�r�e

Get Your Party Lashes 
for $40!

�G�e�t�	�N�a�i�l�s�	�d�o�n�e�	�w�h�i�l�e�	�y�o�u�r�	�H�a�i�r�	�i�s�	�P�r�o�c�e�s�s�i�n�g�!
�A�l�l�	�p�h�a�s�e�s�	�o�f�	�n�a�i�l�	�c�a�r�e

�S�N�S�	�N�a�i�l�s�/�N�o�	�l�i�g�h�t�	�g�e�l�,�	�A�c�r�y�l�i�c�s�,�	�G�e�l�s
�F�u�l�l�	�b�o�d�y�	�W�a�x�i�n�g�	�~�	�B�r�a�z�i�l�i�a�n�s

�E�y�e�l�a�s�h�	�E�x�t�e�n�s�i�o�n�s

�F�u�l�l�	�b�o�d�y�	�W�a�x�i�n�g�	�~�	�B�r�a�z�i�l�i�a�n�s

Denise
Lash Specialist

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook 

Blessings to 
Your Families this 
Christmas season!

Come see us for your religous gifts
Jewelry, Memorial Gifts, Nativities,

Saint Medals, Frames, 
Cards and More!

Specializing in Baptism 
and Communion Apparel
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Happy Holidays!
NILES

SINCE 1957

FLOORS &
BLINDS

Specializing in Custom Blinds, Shades, 
Verticals, Hardwood, Laminate Floors 

and Carpeting
1821 E. Main Street,

Mohegan Lake 
(next to the Sprint Store opposite CVS)

914-737-6780

Serving The North Pole, Putnam & Westchester Counties
Wishes our Friends & Neighbors a Healthy & Warm Holiday Season!

INTERSTATE PROPANE
P.O. Box 1287 • Carmel, NY 10512

888-225-8288

PEOPLE’S OIL
 P.O. Box 927 • Carmel, NY 10512

845 225-6464

P lace your Holiday 
Orders Early
�A�r�r�a�n�g�e�m�e�n�t�s�,�	�W�r�e�a�t�h�s�,

�O�r�n�a�m�e�n�t�	�B�a�l�l�s�	�&�	�C�e�n�t�e�r�p�i�e�c�e�s

Putnam Valley Florist
15 A Morrisey Drive • Putnam Valley NY 

�8�4�5�	�5�2�6�	�2�5�0�0
www.putnamvalleyfl orist.com

Like us on FB 
373ÊRouteÊ6,ÊMahopac,ÊNYÊAcrossÊfromÊFratelliÕs

845-803-8005

HappyÊHolidays!

$2.00ÊOFF
ANYÊCARÊWASH

ABOVEÊEXPRESSÊ#2
373ÊRouteÊ6,ÊMahopac,ÊNY

CannotÊbeÊcombinedÊwithÊanyÊother
Êoffer.

ExpiresÊDecemberÊ31,Ê2014

NowÊOffering:ÊHandÊWashingÊ
5 Star Detailing • Clear Bra Wrap • Ding Removal

PLOWÊTRUCKSÊWELCOME

16 Mount Ebo Road South • Brewster, New York 10509
www.millenniumprintsolutions.com

845.279.4605

A FULL SERVICE PRINT SHOP FOR OVER 14 YEARS

143 Main Street • Cold Spring, NY
845-265-4113

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole FamilyÊ
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift HutÊ

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly and 
Products Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Unique Gifts, Wooden Toys, Games and  
Puzzles for the Whole FamilyÊ
Featuring Eco- Friendly and  

Products Made in USA 

The Gift HutÊ

86 Main Street,  Cold Spring, New York 10516 

gifthut06@aim.com  

Visit us: Friday 11AM– 6PM, Saturday and Sunday 10AM– 6PM 

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 
Unique Gifts, 

The Gift HutThe Gift Hut HappyÊHolidaysÊfromÊourÊ
familyÊtoÊyours

WishingÊyouÊaÊgreatÊ2015Ê!Ê

SalonÊAmoreÊofÊMahopac
(845) 803 8015

GiftÊ
Certifi cates 

andÊ
HolidayÊ
Specials!
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After the death of a loved one 
and divorce, moving is the third 
greatest stress producer in life. 
Certainly by this age, I should be 
able to recognize diversionary 
tactics when applied to myself, 
but I failed completely on the 
morning that our movers were 
scheduled to arrive. There I was 
at my bathroom mirror with a 
sudden urge to fashion a new 
hairstyle for myself.  

The night before, weary from 
packing to the point where I was 
mixing china with a hammer 
and a canister vacuum cleaner 
in the same box, I glanced up 
at the television and noticed 
a sportscaster with his hair 
attractively slicked straight back 
and wondered how that style might look on 
me.

After shaving, I wet my hair, dousing it 
with baby oil that must have been in the 
medicine cabinet since my grown daughter 
was an infant. I then sought out my wife, 
Margaret, for an opinion, asking if I might 
not have taken too much a styling risk. 

“Does it make me look like Bela Legosi 
when he played Dracula?” I asked, trying to 
cut the tension of the situation upon us.

Far from being amused, Margaret 
upbraided me, astonished that I was fussing 
with my hair when we were less than 75 
percent packed with the movers fast on 
our heels. I immediately hopped to the task 
at hand and tore into the boxes, wrapping 
paper and bubble wrap that Phil D’Erasmo 
of Advantage Moving had left for us in 
copious amounts the week before.

Our situation was particularly 
challenging for any mover 
because not all the contents of 
our home were to be moved. 
Only about one-third was to 
go to our new home, one-third 
was staying in our current 
home and business setting 
and the remainder was to be 
set aside for a big tag sale the 
week after the move. Picking 
and choosing what goes where 
would be enough to drive any 
homeowner nuts, much less the 
mover having to conduct such 
a separation of someone else’s 
treasures and junk.

When the moving crew from 
Advantage arrived, a team of 
four led by a young man named 

Dmitry Gogin, we apologized for not being 
quite ready for prime time and promised 
that we would continue packing alongside 
them. 

“No problem,” said Gogin with great 
assurance and a big smile. To me, a good 
attitude in the midst of chaos is worth 
at least double any tip I had planned in 
advance.

And, indeed, Dmitry and each crew 
member had the patience of saints as I 
careened from normal to neurotic, back and 
forth, changing my mind countless times 
about what stayed and what went. These 
four stalwarts got to work taping boxes, 
wrapping china, crystal, stemware and 
paintings, protecting upholstered furniture 
and carting everything from the house 
to their truck from as far up as the attic, 
down two flights of steps, up again, down 

again, repeating the cycle again and again 
from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., all the while 
accommodating my requests to add this or 
that to the items to be packed. Even after 
the truck was crammed to the brim and I 
found yet another chair and end table I had 
forgotten about that needed to go, Dmitry 
said, “Fine, we’ll fit them in somehow!” And 
he did.

At the new residence, the delivery was 
especially intense because there was a time 
limit imposed by building management. 
We had to be done by 4 p.m.  

Thank goodness the Advantage movers 
were in their 20s and 30s because only 
younger joints and sinew could sustain 
that kind of effort. As for me, after running 
back and forth between the two residences 
over forgotten items like paper towels and 
pillows until 1 a.m., I finally peeled off my 
clothes at the end of the ordeal, glancing 
in the mirror for the first time since early 

morning only to realize that, oh my God, 
I had spent the entire day in a new and 
most unbecoming hairstyle that might have 
given anyone the impression I was able to 
tell them, “I vaant to suck yer blood.”

If there’s a move in your future, for the 
best and most compassionate service 
imaginable, you don’t have to look further 
than Advantage Moving, which can be 
reached at 800-444-0104.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of Bill Primavera and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Many of us love 
animals.  However, 
many of us are also 
unaware of the small 
choices we make 
each day that can 
impact our beloved 
animals.  Here are 
six simple choices 
you and your family 
can make together to 
help animals and be 
an active part of the 

solution.  

Involve children’s schools
Many schools are required to have a 

Social Emotional Learning curriculum, 
and the Mutt-i-grees Curriculum is 
one such program.  Mutt-i-grees is an 
innovative program that teaches children 
about compassion, tolerance, diversity, 
and empathy using children’s innate love 
for animals.  

Adopt, don’t shop!
Most pet store dogs come from puppy 

mills, and many dogs that are flown in and 

sold by supposed breeders are actually 
puppy mill puppies too. It just isn’t that 
hard to create a wholesome looking 
website or to falsify lineage documents. 
Puppy mills are commercial breeding 
facilities that treat dogs inhumanely to 
produce a profit quickly.  Shelters, on the 
other hand, rescue animals who need 
homes. These animals are capable of 
being fantastic pets and companions – no 
less so than any other dog or cat.  Why 
support a horrendous industry (and 
spend hundreds to thousands of dollars) 
when you can adopt an animal in need?  

Choose nature sanctuaries and parks 
over circuses or animal theme parks like 
SeaWorld.  

It is unnatural for animals to live in 
captivity, especially in conditions created 
by places like circuses.  Animals who 
travel in circuses spend much of their time 
confined in small trucks and are beaten 
into submission.  Nature and animal 
sanctuaries, on the other hand, rescue and 
rehabilitate animals, and they offer tours 
and fun activities for children and adults.  
Families can visit the Greenburgh Nature 

Center in Scarsdale or Green Chimneys 
in Brewster.  Also consider animal-free 
circuses like Cirque de Soleil for some 
outstanding entertainment.  

Use your children’s creativity to help 
Children love to be creative to help a 

cause!  One member of the Youth Animal 
Protectors (YAP) Club, an organization 
that teaches children how their choices 
impact our local and global communities, 
makes and sells bracelets and donates 
the proceeds to organizations like the 
Northshore Animal League.  Other 
children create Facebook pages and 
utilize other social media to help educate 
others about animal welfare and ways 
to take action.  Children who just want 
to spend time with animals can help by 
volunteering at a local animal shelter.  

Choose products wisely
Despite the alternatives, many 

companies routinely test their products 
on animals.  It simply isn’t necessary 
to mistreat animals so they can test our 
shampoos, for example, before we do.  
Involve your children in deciding which 

brands to buy.  There are many cruelty-
free brands (Seventh Generation, Trader 
Joes, and Method, to name a few) that you 
can buy just as easily as other brands.  To 
check which brands are on the “do not 
test” or “do test” list, check the Peta.org 
website, visit the online Peta Mall, or take 
a look at leapingbunny.org.  

Enjoy some meat-free meals
It’s not necessary to go completely meat 

free to make a difference.  Even limiting 
meat consumption can help reduce 
animal cruelty, and many experts agree 
that it is better for your health.  When you 
do buy meat, look for brands that treat 
animals humanely.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com 
or call (914)712-8208.

Oh, Lord, if Today is Moving Day, Just Shoot Me Now

Parenting Pep Talk: Small Ways You and Your Kids Can Help Animals

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

In the last 
three columns 
we’ve explored 
the numerous 
elements of 
consuming wine 
at its peak – the 
moment when it 
reaches the top of 
the Bell Curve and 

expresses its best characteristics. The 
columns focused on these categories:

1. The majority of wines are best 
consumed when purchased; additional 
storing adds little to enhance most 
wines. Modern vineyard management 
techniques and winery processes, aided 
by advanced technology and techniques, 
have resulted in significantly better 
wines, typically at or near their peak 
of maturity. These wines represent 
perhaps 90 percent of all wines sold in 
the market today.   

2. There are winemakers 
who produce and then release 
their wines with a built-to-last 
goal in mind. They blend their 
wines in such a manner that 
the wines will only achieve 
their full potential after a 
number of years of aging 
by a consumer. These 
wines represent a miniscule 
portion of wines sold in the 

marketplace (select French 
and Italian wines come to 
mind) but also command 
the highest prices.

3. Consumers seeking 
wines that are released 
at or near peak have 
a number of choices. 
Modern winemakers are making 
investments in the vineyards and in 
the winery to produce more ageable 
wines -- and then making the effort and 
taking the time to age these wines at the 
winery. It is not unusual for wines from 
certain regions to come to market with 
two to five years of cellar aging, thus 
needing little or no additional aging. 
These ready-to-consume aged wines 
tend to be more expensive than young, 
unaged wines but less expensive than 
built-to-last offerings. They represent 
a minor, but growing, segment of the 
wine market.

I am asked by readers if purchasing 
a wine storage unit is advisable for 
dealing with their wine investments. 

My response tends to focus 
on the reason why a reader 
is considering investing in a 
unit that can range in price 

from several hundred dollars 
to tens of thousands of 

dollars. Into which of the 
three categories above 

do their wine purchases 
typically fall? If they like 
young, straightforward 
wines, there is little need 
for investing in a storage 
unit. Such a unit would be 
suitable for storing wines 
at ideal temperatures for 

short periods, but little else. 
If they are interested in acquiring 

built-to-last wines or ready-to-consume 
aged wines, then a storage unit may be 
a sound investment. By storing these 
wines at optimum temperature and 
humidity levels for five to 10 years, 
their wines will continue to develop and 
increase in quality – and value.

The return on investment analysis in 
deciding whether to purchase a storage 
unit is difficult to assess. It contains 
an element of subjectivity: should you 
purchase a young, built-to-last wine 
and age it yourself in your home storage 
unit, or purchase a winery-aged wine, 
at a considerably higher cost than a 
typical bottle of wine, and enjoy it at 
your convenience?

If one can rationalize the purchase 
of a unit, the question then becomes 
which one and of what capacity? 

The choices are vast and nuanced. 
Fortunately for those in the readership 
radius of The Examiner, there is a highly 
reputable company that offers a broad 

range of models and advice on selecting 
the ideal storage unit for your needs.

The Wine Enthusiast, at 333 N. 
Bedford Rd. in Mount Kisco, specializes 
in wine storage units and a wide 
selection of wine accessories. Their 
on-site showroom offers many of their 
storage products, from small (12-
24 bottle capacity) under-counter or 
closet units to  larger (up to several 
hundred bottles) portable units to 
more artistic, fine wood storage units 
that are both functional and serve as 
furniture centerpieces, prominently 
displaying your wine collection. The 
Wine Enthusiast also offers custom-
built units or cellars to accommodate 
any collector’s fantasy. 

Purchasing wines can be a daunting 
experience. Through experimentation, 
a consumer can choose a path for 
investing in wine for the short or long 
term. In either case, the choices are 
numerous; the only limit is your budget. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

Multiple Options for Enjoying Today’s Ageable Wines

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine



December 16 - December 22, 2014 The Putnam Examiner20

George Fisher Middle School 
(GFMS), in the Carmel School 
District, has been conducting an 
Annual Food Drive for over 20 
years.  Depending on the number of 
families that are assisted at GFMS, 
each family would receive a turkey, a 
pie and as much food as their car will 
carry.  GFMS Social Worker, Dana 
Russo, contacts families who would 
benefit from the contribution and 
will even deliver to those families 
who cannot make it to school for 
pickup.  Additional donations are 
given to families at the Putnam 
County Senior Resource Center. The 
GFMS GO Student Organization 

sponsors the food drive each year 
with the  help of advisors Felicia 
DiLeo, Daniel Drebycz and Cynthia 
Tully (all World Language Teachers 
at GFMS).  Approximately 3,168 non-
perishable food items were collected 
and distributed to needy families in 
the Carmel Central School District 
and surrounding areas. This year 
Carmel Rotarian George Knoechel 
was contacted and the Rotary Club 
graciously agreed to take all extra 
food donations to nearby food banks 
at CAP, St, John’s Church and the 
Brewster Community Food Pantry. 

The boys’ and girls’ book clubs at 
Patterson Library, were so moved by the 
book, Waiting for the Magic by author 
Patricia Maclachlan, that they made dog 
treats and donated them to PawSafe, a 
Patterson animal rescue organization. The 
book about a family who adopts five shelter 
animals, inspired Patterson Library’s 
Youth Services Coordinator Ellen Clancy 
(Mrs. C) and YS Assistant Miss Jenn to 
invite PawSafe representatives Sharon 
Schreiber and Lorraine Forster, youth 
volunteer Colin Forster and special guest 
Myles, a 1 year old Shih Tzu adopted 
from the Sullivan County SPCA to visit 
the group on November 17 to collect 
the treats and speak to the boys and girls 
about their animal rescue program.   

instructors.” 
Ryder said the top reason he and his 

brother wanted to keep Thunder Ridge 
open was its employees. “The main reason 
is they are such a great group of people,” 
he noted. 

A series of renovations have been 
completed at Thunder Ridge, including 

painting and upgrading the “magic 
carpets,” which allow young skiers to be 
lifted up hills without the need to sit in ski 
lift seats, Ryder said. 

Aside from skiing, Thunder Ridge can 
cater events, such as parties, and has 
a portion of the property available for 
paintball, Ryder said. 

Patterson Supervisor Michael Griffin 

said Thunder Ridge is an important part 
of the local economy. Not only does the 
facility employ over 300 people, it also 
provides customers to local businesses 
including restaurants. 

“It’s great to have this facility in town,” 
Griffin said. 

The resort has some site plan issues 
the new operators still need to address, 

including parking, Griffin said. But the 
town has provided the Ryder brothers 
additional time to deal with the issues and 
did not want to prevent the facility from 
reopening for the season, Griffin said. 

The Thunder Ridge Ski Area is located at 
137 Birch Hill Rd. in Patterson. For more 
information call 845-878-4100 or visit 
thunderridgeski.com.

George Fisher Middle School Holds Thanksgiving Food Drive

Patterson Library Book Clubs Aid Animal Rescue

Popular Thunder Ridge Resort to Open This Week in Patterson

PHOTOS BY ROTARIAN JAY JUDELL
Left to right: Carter Wilson – Student, Daniel Drebycz – Advisor, Sean Ferris – Student, Cynthia Tully 
–Advisor, John Piscitella, Principal, Kathy Vanacoro – Organizer/Secretary, Ed Dolan – Head Custodian, 
Felicia DiLeo – Advisor

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
One of  the operators of  Thunder Ridge, Dean Ryder (center), speaks with longtime employees of  the ski 
resort. This is Ryder’s first year running the mountain.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Thunder Ridge has been getting ready for the 2014-15 season, hard at work everyday. The weather 
needs to cooperate in order for the ski resort to open on time, which hopefully is this Friday.

continued from page 1
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Ongoing
Art:  Fifth grade students from 

Fulmar Road Elementary School 
created colorful paintings inspired by 
the distinctive pottery of the Native 
America tribes of the Southwest.  Their 
work, which captures the spirit of the first 
American people, is currently on display 
in the Young Arts Gallery at Mahopac 
Public Library.  This exciting show will 
remain on view through the month of 
December and can be visited during 
regular Library hours.

Food for Fines and Toys for Tots at 
the Kent Library: From November 21st 
through December 31st, the Kent Public 
Library will accept “Food for Fines.” 
Library patrons can have $1 waived from 
current overdue fines for each can or non-
perishable food item they donate.  This 
will only apply to Kent Public Library 
fines, not fines from other libraries.  Food 
cannot be used to pay for lost books or 
other lost items.  Collected food will be 
donated to Putnam Community Action 
Program. The Kent Public Library will 
also collect new, unwrapped toys for the 
Marine Corps Reserve  “Toys for Tots” 
program.  Donating toys will not pay for 
overdue fines, but will give the donors 
the satisfaction of having given a child a 
happier holiday.  

The Putnam/Northernwestchester 
Counties Toys for Tots Program is now 
getting under way for more information 
contact Bill Lewis coordinator at 845-
528- 7987 or blbb64usmc@yahoo.com. 
for drop off locations go to our web site 
at www. toysfortots.org click on drop 
off sites, than state and than Putnam/
Westchester. We will be at the Jefferson 
Valley mall and Toys R Us Jefferson 
Valley weekends only. New unwrapped 
toys may be drop off at any of our drop 
off locations. Checks made payable to the 
toys for tots foundation may be mailed 
to toys for tots 44 somerset la, Putnam 
Valley, NY 10579.

In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 
Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  
Cancer Support: 

Cancer Support Available: Support 
Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 
organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-
free teleconference. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.
Save the Date: January 23, 2015

4th Annual Inter Elementary School 
Board Breaking Championship: Come 
support your local elementary Before 
& After School Taekwondo program as 
they battle it out in a Board Break-A-
Thon to decide who will be become the 
top program of the 2014/2015 school 
year. Putnam Valley Elementary School. 
171 Oscawana Lake Rd, Putnam Valley.  
Sponsored by Chung Ma. 
Friday, December 19 

Student-led Chanukah Shabbat 
Service and Dinner.  Services begin at 
6:15 p.m. followed by a delicious and 
festive Chanukah dinner, Enjoy the 
light and warmth of Chanukah as we 
push away the darkness of winter. All 
are welcome, no prior Jewish knowledge 
necessary.  Temple Beth Shalom. 760 
Route 6, Mahopac. 
Sunday, December 21

New Life Bible Church invites you 
to our Christmas Services. Christmas 
Program starts at 11 a.m.  With 
refreshments to follow the service. All 
children will receive a small gift. Also 
we have our annual Christmas Eve 
Candlelight. Service at 6:30 p.m. We 
are located at 476 Farmers Mills Road, 
Carmel, NY 10512. For more information 
call 845 225-4620.

“Longest Night / Blue Christmas 
Service” - Special church service for 
those who are sad or are having a difficult 
time during the Christmas season due to 
loss of a loved one, illness, breakup of a 
marriage,  financial pressures, or any other 
reason for feeling “blue”.  This worship 
service acknowledges that not everyone 
feels happy during the Christmas season, 
and will provide a quiet time for worship 
and an opportunity to share our hurting 
places with God as we prepare our hearts 

for the coming of Jesus.  5 p.m. Trinity 
Lutheran Church 2103 Route 6. Brewster.
Sunday, December 28

Lessons and Carols: 10 a.m. Special 
service continuing the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus through readings, music, 
and the singing of popular carols/hymns.  
This is a beautiful way to continue 
to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  
All are Welcome.  Trinity Lutheran 
Church 2103 Route 6. Brewster. www.
trinitybrewsterny.org
Sunday January 4

Epiphany Concert, First United 
Methodist Church, 83 Main St., Brewster.  
Come enjoy a performance of Music, 
Poetry and Scripture for the Epiphany. 
4 p.m. Organ solos and improvisations 
by renowned Swedish organist Dr. 
Johannes Landgren. Singers and soloists 
will perform music spanning from 1388 
through 2005, directed by Dominique 
Hellsten. Free will offering to benefit the 
Organ Fund.  For more information, call 
845-279-7611.
Tuesday, January 6

The Reads at Reed Book Club will 
be meeting on Tuesday, January 6th at 
7 p.m. to discuss the book The Orphan 
Train by Christina Baker Kline The 
meeting will be held at Reed Memorial 
Library.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

Saturday, January 10
Tasty Tips for Eating Healthy: 

Patterson Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson: 
“Tasty Tips for Eating Healthy” Saturday 
January 10 at 1 p.m. Make 2015 the year 
you get healthy with great information 
and tips from Registered Dietitian and 
Certified Nutritionist Amanda Montalvo. 
Learn how to eat a healthy balanced diet 
and improve your health with facts, 
recipes and a cooking demonstration to 
give you the tools you need to get you 
started. We will demystify myths about 
fats and carbs, teach you how to eat 
healthy at home, work or when you’re 
out, and answer any nutrition questions 
you may have. Registration required, 
walk-ins welcome if space allows. To 
register or for more information, visit us 
online at www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x10. Free program.
February 7 

Teatown’s Hudson River Eaglefest is 
Coming: Time to Celebrate the Return 
of the Eegle to its Winter Home in the 
Hudson Valley:  Teatown’s Hudson River 
EagleFestsm is held at Croton Point Park 
(Eagle Headquarters) to celebrate the 
return of the eagle.  This year, our 11th 
celebration will take place on Saturday, 
February 7, 2015. 

Crossword 
Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Putnam CAP Hosts Toy Drive
Each year Putnam CAP hosts a holiday toy drive 
for youth in the area that wouldn’t get presents 
otherwise. Last year, Putnam County made 
holiday wishes come true for 750 local children. 
Putnam CAP is encouraging residents to get 
involved and donate a toy up until Dec. 21. 
Locations to drop off  toys include the Brewster 
Chamber of  Commerce, the Mahopac- Carmel 
Chamber of  Commerce, the Retreat at Carmel 
by Pulte Homes, Fresh Organic Salon Solutions, 
Hollowbrook Travel, and Putnam CAP Offices. 

Below are suggested toy ideas based on 
certain ages.

Wish List
For Ages Infant to 3
Baby Dolls (no small parts), My First Legos,
Educational Toys (ABC or Number games),
Musical Toys, Crib Toys, Mobiles,
Anything Sesame Street,
Blocks, Pull Toys, Anything Baby Einstein,
Anything Dora the Explorer or Disney, Fisher 
Price Sing-Along Stage

For Children Ages 4 to 10
Anything Princess, Remote Control Cars/
Trucks, Legos, Trains,
Doll Stroller, Tea Set, Play Foods,

Skateboards, Sleds/Snow Tubes,
Play Kitchen Sets,
Anything Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,
Anything Dora the Explorer or Diego,
Anything “Frozen”
Basketballs, soccer balls, Skateboards,
Dress-up clothes, Nickelodeon Toys, Disney 
Toys

For Adolescents & Teens
Hair Dryers, Curling Irons, Flat Irons, Electric 
Rollers
Bath and body Soaps, Sprays, Lotions, etc.
Nail Polish and Make-up Gift Sets, Perfume,
Electric Razors & shaving kits, Skateboards, 
Sleds/Snow Tubes, Scooters
Sports Jerseys/Baseball Caps,
Digital Cameras, Latest DVDs & DVD Players, 
Trac Phones, iPod Shuffles, iHomes, iTunes 
cards,
Skateboard Brand Clothing
$25 Gift Certificates
Applebees, Chili’s, Movies, Old Navy, Dunkin 
Donuts
Danbury Mall, Jefferson Valley Mall, Kohl’s, 
Walmart, Best Buy,
Forever 21, K-Mart, Starbucks, Visa/Amex Gift 
Cards
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Home Brewed Goodness

The undefeated Brewster Bears (5-0-1) have had a distinct home-ice advantage at the Brewster Ice Arena this season, as the Brew Crew student body has flocked to the local pond where the Bears have not 
disappointed, including last Sunday when the Bears disposed of  Yorktown, 5-4, in overtime on a goal from Aaron Treiling. (Above) Hen Hud-Haldane’s Tommy Cascone eyes a run from Brewster’s Antonio Barone 
in Bears’ 4-2 win last Friday at BIA... see Hockey Notebook

Bears Slick  
at Brewster  

Ice Arena, 
Improve to 5-0-1

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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LOVE REIGNED DOWN ON HEN 
HUD last weekend when the Sailors 
memorialized the dear departed soul 
of Jack McGuire, the once-aspiring 
basketball junkie who lost his battle with 
Leukemia in 2007 at age 10.  In what 
would have been McGuire’s senior year, 
his friends and teammates of yesteryear 
honored him in a manner befitting the 
champion the champion he was — snaring 
the trophy that bears his namesake when 
the Sailors defeated Valhalla, 51-36, to 
win the seventh annual Jack McGuire 
Memorial, winning the Hen Hud Holiday 
Classic for the first time since 2005. 

Beastly Carson Jacobs had 20 points and 
10 rebounds and was named tournament 
MVP to lead the 4-0 Sailors. A series of 
“JACK MC-GUI-RE!” chants permeated 
from Hen Hud’s Bleacher Creatures 
student section (@HenHudFanBase), 
reaching earsplitting levels at times, 
according to Hen Hud A.D. Tommy Baker, 
who lined up an evening the McGuire 
family and Hen Hud Coach Jordan Hirsch 
will never forget. 

“On a personal level it was an extremely 
humbling experience,” said Hirsch, a 
neighbor of the McGuires. “My family, and 
the people of my neighborhood that we 
are so close with, were all there to honor 
our friends, the McGuires.  Knowing Jack 
and the strength of the McGuire family 
has been a great source of inspiration 

to me and it was 
so great to see 
them honored by 
the community. 
From the student 
section that came 
in a sea of green 
honoring Jack, to 
the families of the 
young members of 
the elementary and 
middle schools, to 
our team families 
and alumni, it was 
truly a community 
effort. I feel 

extremely lucky to have an opportunity 
to work with the young people of the 
community I grew up in.” 

Baker stated that the McGuires, despite 
the loss of their beloved son, represent 
everything the Hen Hud community 
stands for.

“The Hen Hud community is a great 
family-oriented community and the 
McGuires are a reflection of that,” the Hen 
Hud Athletic Director said. “The support 
that came out for the McGuire family 
was tremendous. It was such a pleasure 
working with our current student-
athletes, many of whom were best friends 
with Jack, to honor and celebrate Jack's life 
with our tournament.  Basketball was his 
passion and this tournament is reflective 
of that."  

Indeed, Irish eyes were smiling down 
on the Montrose-based 
district last Friday night…

FAST BREAKS – We’re 
just a couple of weeks 
into the 2015 Section 1 
basketball campaign, and 
the early returns seem to 
suggest it’s going to be one 
of those “on-any-given-
night” seasons in our neck 
of the woods.

Here’s why: Putnam 
Valley holds a 16-point 
fourth-quarter lead on 
Lakeland last Tuesday 
and allows it to slip away 
during a stunning 49-47 
Hornet win, and then the 
Tigers go out and finish 
a disappointing fourth in 
the Rye Tournament, while 
Lakeland defeats Panas and 
then loses to undefeated 
Class B Irvington in the 
Walter Panas Holiday 
Tournament on Saturday 
night. Lakeland was close 
to pulling off a monster 
week but failed to grab the 
hardware smack dab in the 
middle of Pantherland. 

Shortly before that, Mahopac, which 
beat Peekskill to open the season, falls to 
Panas, 48-38, in the consolation after being 
defeated by Lakeland, 40-34 (YIKES!), in 
the opening round. What a dreadful week 
for Mahopac, which showed little to no 
flow in it offensive sets, producing just 72 
points in two tournament games.

Peekskill beat Yorktown after losing to 
Mahopac in Week 1 in overtime, but the 
Huskers nearly defeated the Red Devils 
in Peekskill for the first time in three 
decades, according to Husker boss Kevin 
Downes. The Huskers also rallied for a 55-
45 triumph of Mamaroneck, proving that 
the Huskers are worthy.

So getting a read on the 2015 season 
certainly won’t be easy, but here’s a useless 
look at how we rank the NWE/Putnam-
area teams with just a small sampling to 
go by. Feel free to wrap fish with it or line 
your bird cages.
Putnam/NWE Fab 5 Hoops Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – No, Huskers 
Coach Kevin Downes is not big on moral 
victories, but any team that takes Peekskill 
to OT in Peekskill deserves a pat on the 
back. Still, Class AA Yorktown (3-1) 
gave up far too many points and needs 
to do more work on the defensive side 
of the ball, which negated a career-high 
35-point, 9-rebound effort from senior F 
Mason Dyslin, who torched Peekskill.

“No moral victories here,” Downes said. 
“You can’t give up 87 points and expect to 
win many games. Mason was unbelievable 
and showed exactly what he is capable of.”

Glenn O’Loughlin also played 
exceptionally well with 16 points and 8 

rebounds. Ryan Hill chipped in with 7 
points 6 rebounds, 4 assists and was very 
good defensively. Nick DeGennaro had 16 
points. 

“We need to be better defensively and 
rebounding if we want to be successful,” 
the coach said.

In Yorktown’s 61-47 win over John Jay 
EF. DeGennaro had 23 points, hitting 
6-of-9 from downtown. He added 5 
assists, 3 steals and 4 rebounds in a well-
rounded effort.

Dyslin had 16 points and 12 rebounds. 
“We gave a much better effort 

defensively,” Downes said, “and we got 
solid contributions from Jesse Bambach, 
Ryan Hill and Nick DelBene. We still 
need to be more efficient defensively and 
rebounding but we are making some 
progress.”

No.2 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (2-0) have only played 
two games, wins over Lourdes and 
Lakeland, but this Matt Maloney kid is 
going to keep them in some games, as 
will the Tuskers’ athleticism, which ended 
any chance of Lakeland grabbing the No.1 

rank among the locals. Ryan Grossman lit 
up the Hornets from downtown Monday. 
Curious to see if this bunch is for real but 
the early returns a solid.

No.3 CROTON – Coach Thom’s Class 
B Tigers (2-0) knocked off Class A John 
Jay CR, 73-61, and Class C Hamilton, 54-
47, to repeat as Elmsford Classic champs, 

Hen Hud Remembers Jack McGuire at 7th Annual Tourney
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page
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Boys Hoops Notebook

Put Valley’s Ryan Basso takes Lakeland’s Trevor McCarthy off  the 
dribble in 49-47 Hornet win. continued on page 27

Putnam Valley’s Harrison Deegan has an easy lay-
in against Lakeland.

Parents of  Jack 
McGuire, Dennis and 
Janet, pose proudly 
before photo of  their 
beloved son before 
7th annual McGuire 
tourney at Hen Hud.

PV’s Mike Del Guidice is hammered by Lakeland’s 
Trevor McCarthy and Nick Fazio in 49-47 Hornet 
win
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Mahopac Wins Panas Tourney; Peekskill Stomps Greeley
Lakeland, Brewster Post Big Wins; Ossining Does Well and Good in Bahamas
By A.J. Martelli

The Mahopac Indians have sort of 
flown under the radar in the early going 
this year, but this past week reminded 
everyone why they were Class AA section 
finalists last season. After beating Roy C. 
Ketcham 61-39 in the opening round of 
the Walter Panas Holiday Tournament last 
Thursday, Mahopac powered its way to a 
42-29 win over the host Panthers in the 
championship round Saturday evening 
– winning Panas’ tourney for the second 
straight year.

“It feels good,” Indians coach Chuck 
Scozzafava said. “It’s nice to win it for the 
second year.”

Mahopac came out strong, scoring 
11 unanswered points in the first five 
minutes to take a commanding lead it 
never relinquished. Tournament MVP 
Alayne Felix, all-tourney nod Caroline 
Horan and sharpshooter Carly Pease went 
on the attack, and defensively the Indians 
went into shutdown mode, allowing no 
Panther points in the second quarter to 
hold a 26-4 lead at the half.

“We did a good job in the first half – 
that’s where we got a lot of our points,” 
Scozzafava said. “Alayne, Caroline and 
Carly have been playing together the last 
couple years, and if we can keep them 
staying within the offense; doing what we 
ask them to do, we’re going to be OK.”

Felix finished with 17 points to lead 
all scorers, while Horan and Pease each 
ended with five. 

“Second half we didn’t play as well as 
we did in the first half,” Scozzafava added, 
“which was a little bit of a letdown.”

The Indians had a tough time containing 
senior Sam Sudol, who finished with 16 

points and earned an all-tourney honor. 
Danielle Merante, the Panthers’ second 
all-tournament player, helped her out with 
seven points, even though an effective 
second half by Panas was not enough to 

climb out of the hole 
dug in the first half.

“I have to give 
Mahopac credit – 
they started off in the 
zone and they shot 
really well,” Panas boss 
Matt Evangelista said. 
“Whenever we closed 
out our girls in the 
perimeter they threw 
it in to Felix, who 
really hurt us inside. 
Early on we couldn’t 
buy a basket; we were 
1-for-23 in the first 
half and that doesn’t 
bode well. 

“At halftime they 
were kind of down 
on themselves and I 
told them to pretend 
it’s almost a new 
game, and let’s just 
win the second half, 
which I think we did. 
I was excited the girls 
showed some heart 
and some effort, and 
it’s something we can 
build off.”

Panas beat 
PUTNAM VALLEY 
last Thursday in the 
opening round of 
the tournament, 42-
32. Reena Olsen was 

named all-tourney player for the Tigers. 
Put Valley, taking its lumps, also lost 58-48 
in overtime to Ketcham in the consolation 
match Saturday.

The Panthers (3-2) can continue to 
showcase their heart and soul tonight 
when they travel to Pawling. Mahopac (3-
1) in the meantime will visit PEEKSKILL 
Thursday and SOMERS Friday – the Red 
Devils and Tuskers being two busy teams 
this past week.

The Red Devils became the latest team 
to roll over Horace Greeley, beating the 
Quakers to the tune of 67-24 on Friday 
night at home. Junior sniper Lanay 
Rodney once again was the catalyst, 
pacing Peekskill with 22 points.

“Greeley’s game really showed how fast 
we can be as a team,” Rodney said. “We 
really ran them out of the gym and they 
were tired by the second quarter. We still 
need to work on finishing in the paint; we 
missed too many easy ones. If we work on 
finishing, and all the little things, we’ll be 

a great team come February.”
Peekskill will play at Somers tonight, 

the Tuskers coming off a 44-41 upset loss 
to LAKELAND this past Friday night in 
overtime. The Hornets trailed by 16 in 
the fourth quarter, but they were able to 
capitalize on some Tusker foul trouble 
to mount a comeback. Danielle Stabile 
buried a 3-pointer to force OT, giving the 
Hornets enough steam to steal the win. 

“We kind of came out to a slow start and 
they were taking advantage of that,” said 
Lakeland captain Ellie Dineen-Carey. “At 
halftime we were down by a good amount 
and we just went for it, because there was 
nothing to lose. 

“A few of their key players were in foul 
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Girls Hoops Notebook

Somers F Lizzy Hanley goes to the iron in Tuskers’ stunning OT loss to 
Lakeland. 

Somers G Gabby Rosenzweig tries to find an open 
teammate with Lakeland’s Kelsey McCrudden 
draped upon her.

Haldane’s Marissa Lisikatos goes baseline in win 
over Pawling.

Panas’ Jenna DeSilva skies for two in recent 
action against Pawling.

Panas Melissa Keefe throws hammer down on 
Pawling player in recent action.

continued on page 27
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Brewster High has looked pretty good 
early on, taking care of business to the 
tune of a 5-0-1 mark after the Bears 
knocked off Yorktown, 5-4 in overtime, 
Sunday night at the Brewster Ice Arena 
where the Bears have used home cooking 

to their advantage, using big crowds and a 
frenzied environment to their advantage.

Up here in the north, Brewster, Carmel 
(3-1-1), Mahopac (2-2), Hen Hud (3-3), 
suddenly-surging Yorktown (3-3) and 
Somers/North Salem (1-3) all look to be 
fairly competitive with one another, but 
whether or not they have what it takes 

to compete with the powers that 
be in Section 1 remains to be 
seen. There was a super turnout 
at Brewster Sunday night when 
Yorktown erased a 4-2 deficit 
to force overtime on a Liam 
Donnelly goal late in the third. 
The Bears responded in kind, 
scoring 50 ticks into the extra 
stanza off the tape of Aaron 
Treiling, his second of the game, 
from Seamus Carey. Kevin 
Moroney, Treiling and Carey 
had spotted the Bears a 3-0 lead 
before Brewster went haywire 
and took a series of penalties 
that led to several man-up 
opportunities the Huskers 
converted. Peter Miley, Frank 
Gavigan (8G) and Shaun Benson 
fueled the initial comeback.

Yorktown had been on a 
roll coming into the Brewster 
game. Donnelly (8G) has been 
sensational for the Huskers, 
scoring nine goals through 
six games. Benson scored the 
game-winning goal, breaking 
a 2-2 with 2:42 remaining, and 
Gavigan tacked on an empty-
netter in Yorktown’s 4-2 win over 
Monroe-Woodbury Saturday.

Brewster also posted a 4-2 
win over Hen Hud Friday night, 

getting a stellar effort from goalie Nick 
Francis, who had no intention of being 
the goalie for this hockey team when the 
season started. Francis draws loud cheers 
from the Brew Crew student section 
with each save. If the Bears are going to 
contend for the league title and beyond, 
they’ll need the continued improvement 
of Francis between the pipes because 
teams are sure to 
pepper him in the 
hopes he’ll crack. Kyle 
Dineen had a goal and 
two assists against Hen 
Hud/Haldane.

FAST BREAKS 
– Mahopac has just 
seven goals in four 
games; they’ll need to 
iron out their scoring 
deficiencies if they 
are going to contend 
in a stacked league… 
Lakeland/Panas is 0-7 
and continues to give 
up goals at an alarming 
rate (65)… Carmel has 
31 goals in five games, 
led by the dynamic duo 
Tyler Alfonzetti (9G, 
7A) and Mike Gamby 
(9G, 6A)… Max Tytla 
and Luigi Olinto have 
seven points apiece for 
Somers/North Salem 
while RJ LaSpina has 
lit the lamp seven times 
and assisted on five 
goals for the Tuskers, 
who need to do a better 
job defensively… Hen 

Hud (2-3) has Vinny Perez and Tommy 
Cascone get off to fast starts, each were 
impressive against the Bears in a losing 
effort. The Sailors took no prisoners in an 
8-1 win over L/P Sunday, getting a hatty 
from Tyler Schunk. Ramsey Heitmann 
tickled twine twice. Tom Cascone, Jake 
Rose and Mike Harmancin each had a 
goal for the winners.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Bear Kyle Dineen scores a goal on a night when he would add two assists for 
Brewster in a 4-2 win over Hen Hud-Haldane at BIA.

Brewster Sitting Pretty at 5-0-1, Edges Yorktown in OT 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Brewster’s James Carey carries up ice for Bears in 4-2 win 
over Hen Hud.

Hen Hud-Haldane’s Anthony Percacciolo lays a hit on a Brewster player in 
Bears’ 4-2 win last Friday at BIA.

Brewster’s Jason McNamara takes run at Hen Hud-Haldane’s Vinny Perez.
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so we’re gonna put the Tigers into the 
class of prospects for the Class B Final 4 
in March; right there with Woodlands 
(3-1), Briarcliff (3-1), Irvington (6-0), 
Pleasantville (5-1), Westlake (6-0) and 
maybe Put Valley (Class B is loaded this 
year) if the Tigers get their act together. 
Chris McVeety, Owen Ackerman 
and Connor Connor Thormann and 
sophomores Charlie Goldberg and Lucas 
Curran joined forces with All-Section G 
Teejay Searight against Hamilton, giving 
the Tigers a lethal lineup. Thormann 
scored all 10 of his points in a four-
minute second-half stretch to earn MVP 
honors and lead Croton past Hamilton in 
tournament final.

No.4 PEEKSKILL – I know they beat 
Yorktown in OT, but Coach Turner’s Class 
A Red Devils (1-3) are down some (by 
Red Devil standards) this season. Add to 

that the fact that Cameron Ciero hit for 30 
points in Horace Greeley’s 65-48 victory 
over Peekskill and you get the sense this is 
going to be an erratic season.

No.5 LAKELAND – The comeback 
against Putnam Valley was unlike 
anything Coach Weltman’s Class A 
Hornets (2-3) have done in recent years, 
erasing a 16-point deficit with a game-
clinching 19-1 fourth-quarter run. Then, 
they go out and knock off Mahopac with 
yet another stellar, Nick Fazio-inspired 
defensive effort. Two losses have come 
against unbeatens; Greeley (5-0) and 
Irvington (6-0).

HM PANAS – Class A Panthers (2-
2) defeated Brewster by a score of 47-40 
and then finished third in the 13th annual 
Walter Panas Holiday tourney after 
defeating Mahopac. Brandon Collins led 
all scorers with 17 points including 5 for 

6 from the line late in the fourth quarter 
to secure the win over Brewster. Mike 
Evans added 14 points and 8 rebounds. In 
the tournament, Panas dropped the first 
game to eventual champ Irvington, 44-33. 
Evans led the Panthers with 16 points and 
9 rebounds. But Saturday could have been 
a turning point for the defending Section 

Class A champion Panthers, who showed 
a great deal of toughness and teamwork 
to defeat Mahopac by a score of 52-41. 
Collins had a game-high 19 points and 5 
assists, James Luctamar added 10. Chris 
Esernio had 16 for Mahopac.

HM MAHOPAC – Yeah, I’m just as 
disappointed as the rest of Mahopac (2-2) 
is over Coach Harter’s Class AA Indians 
laying a massive egg in the Panas tourney. 
We had essentially penciled then in as 

winners, so a fourth-place finish was the 
least thing we expected.

HM HALDANE – The defending 
Section 1 Class C champion Blue Devils 
(2-1) saw senior F Peter Hoffman score 
27 points from to knock off Class A Roy 
C. Ketcham on Tuesday night, 54-50, in 
a non-conference game. The defending 

Section 1 Class C champion Blue Devils 
are now 2-1 after losing to Bronxville on 
opening night. Haldane has emerged as the 
early favorites to win the League I-C title 
(sorry PV).

HM HEN HUD – The 4-0 start is 
impressive but we’d like to see a quality 
W before we jump fully on board. Beat 
Haldane Tuesday and we’ll be impressed.

HM PUT VALLEY – Coach McDonnell’s 
Tigers (2-3) hacked a fur ball vs. Lakeland 
and then spit the bit in the Rye tourney. 
Get that Lakeland loss out of your heads 
and dwell on how well you played for 3 
Qs rather than that dismal 4th. Chemistry 
takes time, boys; work it and the results 
will come.

Field Hockey Notebook
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Mahopac Wins Panas Tourney; Peekskill Stomps Greeley

Hen Hud Remembers Jack McGuire at 7th Annual Tourney
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trouble and we were able to use that 
to our advantage; we were shooting 
one and one and we made our foul 
shots. Danielle ended up making the 
three to tie the game, and we had the 
momentum going into overtime.”

The Hornets (4-2) weren’t as lucky on 
Saturday when they took a 58-48 loss 
to host BREWSTER; the Bears surging 
in the early part of the season. Brewster 
had four players in double figures: 
Emily Sanyshyn (13 points), Tara 
D’Ottavio (12 points), Dayja Media (12 
points), and Fran Merkel (11 points).

Coach Mike Castaldo’s wrecking 
crew will play at John Jay-East Fishkill 
tonight, and then welcome Fox Lane 
Thursday evening.

It may have been a cold week here 
in the northeast, but OSSINING 
continued to sizzle in the KSA Sand 
Jam Tournament, which was played 
in the Bahamas. The Pride won two 
of its three games, beating Mountain 
Vista 66-53 on Thursday, and Ursuline 
78-51 on Friday. In the tourney finale 
Ossining fell to James Madison, 74-65.

Jalay Knowles secured a double-
double in the opening game, netting 22 
points and notching 14 rebounds. Stef 
Svoboda poured in 13 points and Abby 
Squirrell helped out with 12. Knowles 
only got better against Ursuline, 
bucketing 34 points and securing 10 
boards. The Hartford-bound star threw 
in 33 points in the loss to Madison.

More importantly, the Pride also 
spread some good holiday spirit off the 
court, the girls visiting less fortunate 
kids in their spare time.

“The tournament was a great 
experience for our team,” Coach 
Dan Ricci said. “Besides three good 

basketball games, the team visited an 
orphanage for teenagers where they 
interacted with the kids there. They 
played basketball with them, danced 
and played duck-duck-goose, among 
other things. It was a terrific experience 
for them.

“Basketball-wise we came up a little 
short in the finals, which may have had 
something to do with the flu bug that 
went through the majority of our team. 
Jalay Knowles had two 30-plus point 
games and Abby Squirrell had two 
double-doubles.”

Both HALDANE and CROTON 
competed in the Elmsford Classic at 
Hamilton this past weekend. The Blue 
Devils beat host Hamilton 69-46 in the 
consolation round, during which senior 
captain Allie Monteleone dropped 41 
points, netting her 1,000th career point 
in the process.

Croton made it to the championship 
round, but lost by one to John Jay-Cross 
River, 40-39.

Over in the CHSAA, KENNEDY 
has taken a few hits, losing 58-39 to 
Cardinal Spellman last Thursday and 
49-46 to Mary Louis on Saturday. Meg 
Weidenhamer had a double-double 
with 16 points and 10 rebounds in the 
loss to Spellman, and 11 points and 13 
boards in the loss to Mary Louis. Tara 
Heslin-Scott has shown to be one of the 
Gaels’ key shooters through this rough 
patch, as she netted 12 points in the loss 
to Spellman, and bucketed 17 and threw 
in 12 rebounds in the Mary Louis game.

Kennedy hosts its tournament, the 
Jingle Bell Classic, next Monday. The 
Gaels will open the tourney against 
Preston.

Yorktown F Mason Dyslin attacks Peekskill G Naim 
Mickens in Red Devils’ OT win.

Yorktown’s Mike Nardone and Peekskill Vondel 
Nelson get after it in Red Devils’ OT win.

Lakeland’s menacing Nick Fazio blocked or altered 
a ton of  shots, like this one on Mike DelGuidice in 
win over PV.

Lakeland senior G Mike Morelli fires J in win over 
PV.
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Haldane senior Allie Monteleone goes up for two points last Saturday in a 69-46 Blue Devil win against host Hamilton on a day when the senior captain added to her memorable 
three-sport career by scoring her 1,000th point before a throng of  friends and family (inset) who saw the her drop a career-high 41 points... see Girls Hoops Notebook
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Monty 
Hauls in 
Milestone!
Haldane
Senior Nets 
1,000th 
Point, Adds 
to Legendary 
Legacy


