
By David Propper
Holding a public hearing Tuesday 

night, the Mahopac Board of Education 
is weighing whether to give a tax 
exemption to veterans who live within 
the school district.

For roughly 30 minutes, school board 
members heard unanimous support for 
a tax break aimed for residents who 
gave service to their country. Veterans 
that served during wartime would 
receive a 15 percent break based on the 
assessed value of their home and further 
decreases would be allowed for veterans 
who served in combat and for veterans 
who suffered any service-connected 
disability. Veterans spoke out in favor 
of the exemption, and civilian residents 
also showed support from the break.

If the board chooses to pass a 
resolution that would provide the tax 
exemption for veterans, others residents 
would take on a slight increase in their 

By Janine Bowen
The town of Putnam Valley will likely 

need to override the tax cap according 
to numbers revealed at a preliminary 
budget work session. 

At a Wednesday night work session, 
Supervisor Robert Tendy revealed 
the 2015 budget currently carries a 
2.6 percent tax levy increase. This is 
an improvement over the original 
tentative budget, which would have seen 
an increase of 4.8% percent, but still 
exceeds the 1.56 percent tax cap.

To achieve the lower the tax levy, 
the town board plans to use $175,000 
of fund balance money. They had 
discussed utilizing $215,000 from this 
fund, in order to create a budget that 
would be under the tax cap, but Tendy 
stated it would not be in the best interest 
of residents to take that action.

“It would make little sense to take 
out that much money from our fund 
balance…knowing that next year we will 
have to try and meet the tax cap,” said 
Tendy. 

If the $215,000 were removed from the 
account, the balance would be less than 
11 percent of the overall budget, which 
is just on the border of what the state 
recommends. Tendy worried that taking 
too much from the account would make 
it difficult for the town to come in under 
the tax cap next year, when Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s tax freeze takes effect. 

Tendy explained although the tax levy 
increase will break the cap, many of 
the increases in expenditures listed in 
the budget are state mandates the town 
has no control over including workers 
compensation and pensions. On the 
town level, spending has only increased 

by about 3 percent, which includes the 
hiring of a new full time clerk as well as 
contracts with a dog control agency. 

Trustee Jacqueline Annabi voiced 
concerned about some of the contracts 
listed in the budget, believing that costs 
could be reduced by revisiting those 
items. However, contractual issues must 
be discussed in executive session under 
town law, so she could not elaborate on 
what specific changes she would like to 
see. 

Annabi also voiced concerned about 
the amount of money the town pays to 
the Putnam Valley Historical Society 
Museum. While she acknowledged the 
town should continue their contract 
with the museum, she believes the 
$11,500 that is currently allocated to the 
facility is too much. 
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By Neal Rentz and David Propper
The man at the center of the Jeffrey 

Deskovic lawsuit against Putnam County 
took the stand for the first time Thursday, 
and claimed he never heard the false 
confession that eventually led to Deskovic 
wrongly going to prison for 16 years.

Former sheriff ’s investigator Daniel 
Stephens denied several times that he ever 
heard Deskovic, who is suing Stephens 
and the county for an undisclosed amount 
for civil rights violations, falsely confess 
and stated clearly he feels no remorse in 
the role he might have played in helping 
Peekskill police land an arrest that turned 
into an eventual conviction related to 
a 1989 rape and murder of a former 
classmate.

“I would have had done something 
intentionally wrong to feel remorse,” 
Stephens said, stating later on. “I’m sorry 
but I don’t believe I caused it.”

Stephens and Putnam County are the 
only two remaining defendants stemming 
from a lawsuit Deskovic filed in 2007 
against multiple parties complicit in his 
wrongful conviction.  

Stephens also said he never heard other 
investigators promise Deskovic no prison 
time if he confessed or heard them ever 
threaten him. Though he didn’t hear it, 
Stephens said he does believe Peekskill 
investigators took inappropriate actions 
at some point when he wasn’t listening. 
Skeptical of Stephens’ version of events 
Deskovic’s attorney Nick Brustin kept 
bringing up the confession and other 
possible misconduct Deskovic’s team 
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Veterans, like the man above, came to the Mahopac school board meeting last Tuesday night in hopes of  
convincing board members to grant a tax exemption as a show of  support to those who have sacrificed 
for their country. 
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tax bill annually. For Carmel residents, 
it would be an additional $16.35 cost per 
$100,000 of assessed value and $10.71 
for those Putnam Valley residents. 

During the meeting, Mahopac 
resident Michael Hartnett, a veteran 
and commander the Disabled Veterans 
of Putnam Chapter 137, said residents 
that served the country sacrificed for 
their neighbors, and a tax break would 
be a legitimate way to show appreciation 
for that.

 “Nobody comes home from war 
undamaged,” he said. “Everybody 
comes home damaged.”

Anthony Delduco, who served in the 
Air Force for more than 30 years and is 
a 23-year district resident, said he and 

other veterans understand that residents 
would pay more of a tax bill if the 
exemption were granted to current and 
former servicemen and servicewomen. 
But, he said the community should 
“understand the price we already paid 
by our service to this great country.”

Some of those sacrifices include 
time away from family and friends, 
missed job opportunities, and various 
disabilities that last a lifetime, Delduco 
said.

“Let’s show some real support for our 
veterans,” Delduco added. 

Resident Roger Bell, who actually 
ran for a school board seat last year, 
said while he isn’t a veteran, he fully 
supports the school board deciding in 
favor of the vet exemption. He said, “If 

this gives them a little more relief and a 
little bit of help for their service, I’m all 
in favor.”

Board president Michael Sclafani, 
who has multiple family members 
who are veterans, acknowledged how 
important service members are to the 
community, but noted this is another 
unfunded mandate passed down from 
New York State.

“The problem we have is we have 
people in our government who in my 
opinion are cowards,” Sclafani said. 
“They take this exemption and instead 
of making it nationwide by the federal 
government, they take it and dump it in 
the laps of people who have to pay.”

Sclafani said the board is taking the 
proposal “very seriously” and gathering 

as much input from veterans and non-
veterans before a decision is reached. 
At one point, the board stood, along 
with others in the crowd and gave those 
veterans an ovation. 

Last year, the Brewster and Carmel 
school systems easily passed a resolution 
to provide a veteran tax exemption. 
The Putnam Valley School District, to 
the dismay of some in the community, 
didn’t take any action to give veterans 
a tax break. 

Mahopac also erred against taking 
any action last year in hopes of taking 
a more deliberate approach to the 
initiative and gathering more hard 
numbers on the affect the tax break 
would mean to every resident.

A majority of that cost goes to pay the 
museum director, while a small portion 
pays for upkeep at the site. Trustee 
Steven Mackay explained the increased 
cost is due to the fact that the museum is 
now hoping to remain open year round 
as opposed to a few months per year. In 
addition, Tendy noted the museum is 
an important part of the town’s history 

and provides valuable resources to the 
community. 

“It’s the only building left in town 
where our town has any sense of identity 
of who we were, where we’ve been, where 
we’re going,” he said. 

Board members voiced frustration 
with state requirements to remain under 
the tax cap, noting that a 2.6 percent 
tax increase would have been viewed 

as a good thing before the tax freeze 
proposal. Tendy noted though that 
Putnam Valley residents will still be 
receiving a tax rebate this year because 
the school district passed a budget that 
was under the cap. 

Over the next month, residents should 
receive a rebate check from the state 
that will refund the difference in their 
property taxes from 2013 to 2014. Tendy 

noted that not all homeowners will 
receive the check however; only those 
whose primary residence is Putnam 
Valley are eligible for the refund and 
people who saw a property tax decrease 
in 2014 will not receive a rebate. 

Two public hearings regarding the 
2015 budget will be held on November 
5, beginning at 6 p.m.
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By David Propper
After speculation from parents and 

students that a Mahopac high school 
wrestling coach’s job was in jeopardy, 
varsity head coach Dennis DiSanto was 
in fact appointed to coach the team 
this season, according to Mahopac 
Superintendent Brian Monahan.

Anger and confusion were on full 
display during an Oct. 14 school board 
meeting when residents from the school 
wrestling community prodded the 
board for not appointing DiSanto, who 
was originally supposed to be named 
head of the program during the meeting 
until it was tabled last minute. Parents 
and students came out in droves to show 
support for DiSanto and question board 
members why the appointment was 
delayed. 

Board president Michael Sclafani did 
confirm during the testy exchange the 
district has to look into a “situation,” 
regarding DiSanto. There was an 
executive session held by the board last 
Thursday, presumably about DiSanto’s 
position as wrestling coach and he was 
appointed soon after. 

One of the organizers of the group to 
speak on behalf of DiSanto was parent 
of a wrestling student-athlete, Nancy 
Cornell. She said Tuesday evening a 
group of wrestling parents and students 
heard earlier in the day DiSanto was 

not going to be approved that night like 
other winter season coaches and quickly 
acted to attend the meeting and speak in 
support of him.

Cornell said she’s personally known 
DiSanto for four years from coaching 
her son, and that he’s “made a great 
impact on my son.”

Cornell, who is the president of the 
wrestling booster club, said over the 
weekend after DiSanto was officially 
named coach, “We’re extremely happy 
because we know there is no reason why 
he should not be appointed.”

“We knew that he was the best coach 
we’ve ever had in Mahopac,” she added.

During the meeting, Sclafani, while 
unable talk about specifics because it 
was a personnel matter, did note the full 
board had to meet to discuss and verify 
a “situation.” 

“No one said he’s not you’re wrestling 
coach,” Sclafani said. “All we said is we’re 
not appointing him tonight.”

“If there’s a problem, we will address 
it, if there turns out not to be a problem, 
then we will move on,” Sclafani added. 
“But we are up here because we are 
obligated to see what the allegations are.”

Board member Brian Mahoney, who 
is a Mahopac graduate and a wrestler 
while in high school, told concerned 
students the school board would meet 
and “make a healthy decision that is best 

fit for the school and for the program.”
Parents and students both argued 

DiSanto has been an imperative part of 
the Mahopac wrestling program since 
becoming its head coach in 2012 after 
leaving Somers where he coached for 27 
years. Students said they’ve seen marked 
improvement in their performance with 
DiSanto at the helm, noting his ability to 
get the best out of his athletes without 
verbally abusing them. Many said he 

was more than just a wrestling coach to 
them. 

DiSanto is also a guidance counselor 
at the high school and after a delay is set 
to be the wrestling coach once again this 
year. This will be his fourth year as head 
coach of the wrestling program.

“This whole team loves him to death,” 
one student wrestler said during the 
meeting. “He’s the best coach you’ll ever 
have in Mahopac.”

After Delay, Mahopac Wrestling Coach Appointed as Season Nears
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Students and parents speak out in support of  wrestling coach Dennis DiSanto. While it took longer than 
they would have liked, the school board appointed him to the position later in the week.
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If you believe as I do, then on November 4th vote Sam Oliverio, County 
Executive. I will never let you down! 

1) I BELIEVE that our County's Priorities should always be the Health and Safety of its residents with an 
emphasis upon our infrastructure and environment. 

2) I BELIEVE our County government should be balanced. One party rule is dangerous and doesnÕt 
reflect the interests of all our residents. 

3) I BELIEVE a portion of our excess sales tax should go back to the Towns whose infrastructures and 
businesses generated the sales tax. 

4) I BELIEVE our County should Òpay as we goÓ for most projects and stop the endless bonding that has 
now put us over $65 million in debt (over $15 million in just the past 3 years). 

5) I BELIEVE our County should utilize all of its resources to keep taxes low and stabilized. Any money 
saved should always go back to the taxpaying public WHO PUT IT THERE. 

6) I BELIEVE all of our seniors deserve a fully functional Senior Center in their community. Kitchens 
should never be closed, and Centers should never be leased.  

7) I BELIEVE the County Executive must engage the Legislature and the public before starting any new 
programs or initiatives. 

8) I BELIEVE our County should always hire qualified Putnam County residents for the highest paying 
government jobs first, before looking beyond our borders.  

9) I BELIEVE that our County Workers should be praised for the wonderful work that they do and not 
be told that, "You are lucky to have a job!Ó 

10) I BELIEVE the County Executive should lead by example and be willing to tighten the belt. I will 
reduce the Executive salary from $146,000 to $102,000. 

11) I BELIEVE that the County Executive's Office should be the peopleÕs voice telling Albany that school 
taxes should be based upon income, not property. 

12) I BELIEVE the County Executive must be an independent and strong leader not beholden to any 
group or political party. 

13) I BELIEVE that our County Executive should communicate directly with our residents and not 
through a "Community Liaison.Ó 

14) I BELIEVE government should begin and politics should end once the election is over. The County 
Executive must follow our County Charter and treat the Legislature as an equal in governance. 

15) Finally, I BELIEVE that Putnam County is the People's County, not the County of the favored few! 

On November 4th LetÕs Finally Give Putnam Back to the People! 
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By David Propper
While it’s not much of a surprise 

who the current Putnam County Clerk 
endorsed to fill his seat after he retired 
when his term runs out, the manner 
in which Dennis Sant formally backed 
Republican Michael Bartolotti for 
county clerk raised eyebrows among 
Democrats. 

Sant, a Republican who has served 
as clerk for the past 13 years, sent out 
a press release from his office using 
official county letterhead, which some 
considered unethical because it’s a 

political endorsement using taxpayer 
resources. The press release, sent out 
on Oct. 9, contained the clerk office 
phone number and address. It also had 
the official county seal on it and was 
similar to other releases sent out by the 
office that have no political bearing, 
like warnings of phone scans or events 
the clerk’s office is holding.

The issue was raised at a debate 
between Bartolotti, who is the first 
deputy clerk looking to replace his 
boss, and Democrat Lithgow Osborne, 
a Philipstown resident. Southeast 

Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt, who 
is working on Osborne’s campaign, 
questioned Bartolotti about the 
endorsement and whether it was ethical 
to have it come from a county office. 

Bartolotti responded by stating Sant 
is “entitled” to use his letterhead as the 
county clerk. But his opponent didn’t 
see it that way.

 “Using public money, public 
time, public letterhead for campaign 
purposes is illegal and unethical,” 
Osborne said.  

Osborne continued to blast the 
use of county resources to endorse a 
candidate. 

“I am truly surprised that Michael 
Bartolotti has “no problem” with 
Denis Sant using Clerk’s stationary and 
other county resources to endorse his 
candidacy. As a public servant and as 
the Deputy County Clerk he should be 
keenly aware of this breech of ethics,” 
Osborne stated in an email to The 
Putnam Examiner. “I’m afraid it doesn’t 
reflect well on him as a lawyer either. 
This problem has occurred in Putnam 
County before and that incident seems 
not to have made any impression what 
so ever. We must hold ourselves to the 
highest standard we can. We serve the 
citizens of Putnam County and they 
need to know that they can trust us in 
all matters.”

Bartolotti, when reached for 
comment, deferred to Sant. 

Sant, when reached, said when he 
became aware there was a complaint 
with the endorsement coming out of 
his office, it was taken off the clerk’s 
website.

Instead of staying on the defensive 
though, Sant went on the offensive, 
explaining the debate overall seemed to 
heavily attack Bartolotti, while Osborne 
didn’t face any difficult questions.

“Not one question was asked of Mr. 
Osborne, the biggest question being 
would he give pistol permit privacy to 
the media,” Sant said, alluding to the 
controversy with The Journal News 
attempting to get pistol permit records 
that was denied by Sant’s office. “The 
important things aren’t asked.”

Sant also said it would have been 
worth Osborne answering if he would 
keep the DMV at a county level, unlike 
other counties that use the state. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
faced grief for a similar action when she 
sent out an endorsement supporting 
Republican state senate candidate 
Terrence Murphy before his primary 
day showdown against Bob Castelli. She 
eventually pulled back the endorsement 
and blamed it on miscommunication 
with her staff.

Flap Made Over Endorsement from County Office in Clerk’s Race
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Putnam Bridge Renamed to Honor Disabled Vets
By David Propper

After being out of the public eye for 
the past few months, state Senator 
Greg Ball, along with Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef, unveiled the name to a new 
bridge meant to honor veterans that 
were scarred, mentally and physically 
from the toll of war.

The Disabled American Veterans 
Memorial Bridge was officially named 
Friday morning and celebrated by local 
and state officials, as well as numerous 
Lower Hudson Valley residents from the 
Northern Westchester-Putnam Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter #137, 
who was another driving force behind 
getting a new name for the bridge. The 
bridge located in Putnam County was 
previously known as Bryant Pond Road 
Bridge above the Taconic State Parkway 
until a bill co-sponsored by Ball and 
Galef proposed a change. 

Ball, a Republican who is leaving office 
after his current term is up this year, said 
in an interview after the dedication, the 
idea originated a couple of years ago and 
while it may seem like “good, common 
sense” legislation, it wasn’t a cinch to 
pass. Once the language in the bill was 
revised, it finally went forward.

 “This is a stark reminder to the less 
than one percent that are protecting 
freedom for the rest of us that we are 
thankful and we do care,” Ball said. 

Galef backed up Ball’s assertion that 
something as simple renaming a bridge 
for veterans isn’t easy as it may seem. 
The state assembly doesn’t allow bridges 
or other landmarks to be named for 
one specific organization, Galef said, 

so while it came from the Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter #137, it 
is meant to recognize every disabled 
veteran.

 “This is the only bridge in New York 
State that has been named this way,” 

Galef said. “We’re very fortunate in 
Putnam County and as we drive between 
Westchester and Putnam and Dutchess 
that we have this bridge named for our 
disabled veterans.”

Two disabled veterans from 
Westchester, Peekskill resident George 
Ondek and Cortlandt Manor resident 
Charles Jennings, who consider each 
other brothers because they both fought 
in the Vietnam War, said the bridge 
renaming expressed appreciation to a 
group of Americans that weren’t always 
applauded for their bravery. 

Ondek noted veterans that are 
considered disabled don’t just 
suffer through physical injuries and 
limitations, but also mental anguish like 
PTSD.

 “45 years ago America didn’t honor 
veterans. They told us to take your 
uniform off because people might spit 
at you. There was an anti-war movement 
going on in America,” Ondek, who was 
injured during an enemy rocket attack 
during the Tet Offensive in January 
1968, said. “It’s a shame we got our just 
due after 45 years.”

 “We didn’t get a hello, nothing,” 
Jennings added. “And matter of fact 
people kind of looked away. It was 
pretty disturbing but thank God people 
recognize Vietnam veterans finally and 
I’m happy about that.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
State Sen. Greg Ball and State Assemblyman Sandy Galef, along with other local and state officials and 
plenty of  veterans stand underneath the new sign for the Disabled American Veterans Memorial Bridge. 
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By Neal Rentz
Brewster residents who spoke during 

the board of trustees’ public hearing on 
Oct. 15 said they supported legislation 
that would bar nearly all bike riding on 
sidewalks.

The board and Village Counsel 
Anthony Mole are working on legislation 
that would bar biking on sidewalks. The 
proposed law would ban operating a bike 
on a sidewalk unless the biker is younger 
than 14 and accompanied by an adult.

The proposed law would also require 
that a bike could only be operated with 
no more than the number of persons 
intended for the bike. “With respect to 
this provision, 

each rider of a bicycle must have their 
own seat and their own set of handlebars 
and pedals,” the legislation states.

The legislation would also ban bikes 
from being parked on sidewalks unless it 
is in an upright position and supported 
by a bike rack or its own stand. Under 
the proposed law parking of bikes could 
not pose an obstruction to pedestrians

The law would not apply to on duty 
police officers.

First time violators of the proposed 
law could face up to 15 days in jail and/
or be fined up to $250. Those convicted 
of violating the proposed law twice or 
more within a three-year period would 
face a fine of up to $500 and/or 15 days 

in jail.
Several letters also have been sent to 

the village supporting the proposed law, 
all of them citing safety as the primary 
reason they would like to see bikes not 
allowed on village sidewalks. 

A 20-year business owner, Maryann 
Brooks, wrote over her time running 
Canine Cottage on Main Street, bicycle 
riding on the sidewalks has become 
“overwhelming and dangerous.” Another 
letter from Brian Hyatt of Air & Marine 

Travel wrote when he leaves work, it can 
be a “treacherous walk” because of the 
constant bike riding. 

“In recent years the bicycle traffic has 
increased greatly and not for the better,” 
Hyatt wrote.

Erin Meagher of Brewster Shipping 
Center wrote, “The bicycles on the 
sidewalks have been a constant hazard 
that has not been addressed until now.” 

David Propper contributed to this 
report

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Trustee Christine Piccini sits at last Wednesday’s board meeting where a public hearing was held for a 
proposed bike law in the village.

Brewster Biz Owners Support Bike Riding Restrictions
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by Tiffany Jansen
Just last month, The Lash Loft Beauty 

Bar opened in Mahopac. As you’d expect, 
the beauty salon is located upstairs and 
specializes in Xtreme eyelash extensions 
- in fact, it’s the only place in the area 
where you can get them. 

 “It’s been so nice to see old friends 
again and to make new ones,” Denise 
Rynkiewicz says of her salon’s official 
opening. Denise has only just recently 
returned to the beauty scene after a two 
year hiatus. “I’ve really missed this.”

The daughter of a hairdresser and 
a colorist, Denise began working at 
Hairquarters, her father’s salon, at age 
15. After college, Denise spent some 
time traveling abroad before returning 
to Mahopac to open her own salon 
with her sister Dawn; the aptly named 
Hairquarters II. 

Denise went on to start Lasting 
Impressions, which provided touchless 
makeup for weddings and other special 
occasions. Her skills with airbrush 
makeup earned her rave reviews on 
WeddingWire.com, the wedding 
destination site.  

Then a severe case of carpal tunnel 
ground Denise to a halt. Corrective 
surgery was followed by two years in 

recovery. But it wasn’t enough to keep 
the beautician from bouncing back into 
doing what she loves: making people 
look and feel great.

The Lash Loft Beauty Bar offers 
everything you’d expect from a beauty 
salon - facials, nail care, makeup and 
a number of things you might not. A 
certified tattoo artist with fifteen years’ 
experience, Denise also does permanent 
make-up and other cosmetic tattooing. 

 “A friend’s 86-year-old mother came 
in once to have her eyebrows done and 
just last week, I tattooed bottom liner for 
a 78-year-old woman,” says Denise. “I’ve 
done beauty marks on women in their 30s 
and eyebrows for girls in their 20s. For 
men, you can do eyelash enhancement 
and fill in hair on the scalp.”

Denise also provides areola restoration 
and 3D nipple tattooing for breast cancer 
survivors. She’s the preferred tattoo 
artist for the Dyson Center for Cancer 
Care in Poughkeepsie and continues to 
get referrals from plastic surgeons with 
survivor patients. 

 “I give them their final touch and put 
a smile back on their faces,” Denise says 
of these remarkable women. 

Brides, prom queens, debutants, and 
party-goers can head to The Lash Loft for 
airbrush makeup, which, Denise gushes, 
will last all day - smudge free. And, with 
Halloween approaching, she’s already 
beginning to see an influx of would-be 

vampires, kewpie dolls, zombies, and 
felines in search of the perfect holiday 
makeup.  

For clients after a full head-to-toe 
makeover, a quick trip downstairs to 
Salon Amore (where Denise’s sister 
Dawn works as a hairdresser) will set 
them up with anything else they need for 
their special day. 

 “I don’t like to be bored, so anything 
new, I’m on top of it and I want to bring 
it to my customers and to Mahopac,” 
Denise says of her eclectic array of 
services. “We keep abreast of all the latest 
technologies.”

Besides being the only one around 
providing Xtreme eyelash extensions, 
Denise was one of the first beauty 
technicians in the area to offer SNS nail 
care, the healthier, calcium-enriched, 
no-UV-light-necessary alternative to 
acrylics. 

Add to that Denise’s decades of 
experience in the beauty industry, and it’s 
only fitting that The Lash Loft’s motto is 
“old school knowledge with new school 
technology.”

The Lash Loft Beauty Bar is located 
at 559 Route 6 in Mahopac. For more 
information, visit The Lash Loft on 
Facebook or call Denise at 914-204-2590.

The Lash Loft Beauty Bar 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

LIZ PENKER PHOTO
Denise Rynkiewicz of  Mahopac’s The Lash Loft 
Beauty Bar helps a customer feel and look her 
best. Her business has been open a month and 
Denise is already seeing familiar faces and new 
ones.
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Barbara Schmidt
Barbara Schmidt, 71, a lifelong resident 

of Carmel, died on October 14, at Putnam 
Ridge Nursing Home.   Ms. Schmidt 
was born on January 24, 1943 to Eugene 
and Margaret (Thiele) Schmidt in New 
York City. Before Barbara retired on 
December 29, 2005 she had worked as 
an Administrator for 33 years at Putnam 
Hospital Center in Carmel.   She is 
survived by her loving sister; Marianne 
Lindquist and her wonderful nephew; 
Eric and his wife Julie, and their two 
children; Grayson and Harper.  

Richard R. Halk
Richard R. Halk of Mahopac, died 

unexpectedly on Tuesday October 14, at 
the age of 54. He was born on December 
9, 1959 in the Bronx, the son of Joseph 

and Joan McVeigh Halk. Richie was an 
avid golfer and passed while on his way 
to T-off. He was always the life of the 
party and was a kind and generous soul. 
He will be missed by all for his witty 
sense of humor and contagious smile. 
Richie is survived by his beloved daughter 
whom he was so proud of, Jaclyn Halk 
of White Plains, his life partner and best 
friend Lisa Asmodeo, his father and 
step-mother Joseph and Madeline Halk, 
Sr.; a very special sister-in-law, whom 
he considered a sister, Trudy Halk, three 
brothers Thomas, Timothy (Pamela) 
and Peter (Tracey Pancenza) Halk, 
three nieces Danielle Devlin, Brianna 
Wiesenthal and Sydney Halk, one great 
niece Izabella Marie Halk-Bedolla and 
one great nephew Killian Devlin. He was 
predeceased in death by his mother Joan 
Halk, three brothers John, Michael and 

Joe Halk, nephew Thomas Halk and great 
niece Penelope Rae Devlin.

I am a Putnam County Senior and 
I think that it is very important this 
community to be aware of how grateful 
we are to County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell. Throughout her political career, 
Odell has been a constant advocate for 
seniors and as the County Executive she 
has focused the community’s attention 
on senior issues through the creation of 
the “Year of the Senior.” I have known 
Odell for many, many years and even 
before she was in an elective office she 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives 
of members of our community. In fact, 
we served together on the recreation 
commission in the Town of Carmel. 

Odell has always been a no-nonsense, 
get the job done woman. It comes as no 
surprise that she has been successful 
in implementing new initiatives for us 
seniors here in Putnam County. 

One of the most exciting initiatives, 
which have been implemented over the 
past year, is the increased use of the 
Putnam County Golf Course for senior 
events. Starting with the holiday parties 
at the end of 2013, the golf course has 
hosted many parties and events, and is 
extraordinarily welcoming. We enjoy the 
fact that there are special events to look 
forward to. The food is wonderful and 
the service is impeccable. We enjoy the 

dancing and the entertainment that is 
provided as well. 

In addition to our senior events, the 
golf course has become an affordable 
place for seniors who enjoy golfing to 
do so here in beautiful Putnam County. 
MaryEllen Odell’s leadership has created 
a sense of community among our 
senior groups, which is renewed and 
invigorated. We want to express our 
gratitude to County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell for her commitment to improving 
the quality of life for Putnam County 
seniors.

Ken Foran
Carmel

Question – Why do candidates 
running for political office lie?   Is it 
because they have nothing good to 
say about themselves?  No worthwhile 
record to run on?  Do they just like being 
nasty and never speak the truth?   In the 
race for our Senator in Albany I believe 
all of the above must be the case.   Just 
read Sue Serino’s numerous flyers and 
listen to her robo-calls – they do not 
speak the truth.

Some examples – She claims that 
Senator Gipson has reduced funding to 
local schools.

Not true – the Senator has in fact 
increased total upstate funding (that 
includes us) by $146 million.  And he 
voted for restoring $48 Million in funds 
taken away from Putnam  & Dutchess 
County schools during the recession.  
She falsely claims the Senator favors 
giving diplomas to illegal aliens this is 

false – he is on record as being against 
this. 

Here a just a few things Terry has 
accomplished for us in the Hudson 
Valley in the last two years he has been in 
office.  He consistently voted against tax 
increases and unfunded mandates and 
has supported $1.5 billion in tax relief for 
our hardworking middle class families & 
businesses.  He has led the fight to secure 
a 0% manufacturing tax to incentivize 
local job creation.  He has sponsored the 
Women’s Equality Act (so that woman 
get the same pay as men for the same job) 
& says he will not rest until it becomes 
law.  He is the leading voice in Albany 
& sponsor of legislation to seriously 
address Lyme & tick-borne illness.  He 
has been fighting for education reform 
& against the failed implementation 
of the common core program.  Gipson 
also has helped pass bills that have given 

$1.1 billion more funding for education 
for the 2014-15 school years – a 5.3% 
increase in funding.   I could go on.

Serino is an extremist who is running 
a campaign based purely on falsehoods.  
So I ask just what has she got to offer us in 
the Hudson Valley that we don’t already 
have in Senator Gipson?  We have a 
proven Senator who has been working 
hard for us and certainly doesn’t find it 
necessary to lie about his opponent to 
get re –elected.

He will have my vote because he has 
earned it.  I hope fellow readers of this 
newspaper also feel the same now that 
truth is told.

Joyce Blum  
Garrison  

Odell an Advocate for Senior Citizens in County

Gipson Right Man for Job, Despite Serino’s Claims
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I served on the Putnam County 
Legislature from 1997 until 2008 and 
acted as Chairman from 2003 until 2005. 
During that time, hundreds of people came 
before the Legislature or committees  to act 
on  issues, air grievances, show concern 
or voice their opinion. One of the more 
regular attendees was Jeff Green who is now 

running for the Legislature from District 3.
He convinced the Legislature to support 

the Quality in Education Act which would 
have shifted education funding to income 
taxes and away from property taxes. He 
convinced us that a 400 acre DEP logging 
project on Mt. Ninham was a bad idea. He 
rallied the community and got us to support 

our Domestic Partnership registry and he 
was determined that we understood the 
legalities and possible problems in the Tilly 
Foster contract deal.

Though Jeff and I would sometimes 
butt heads he was always well prepared, 
knowledgeable, well-spoken and most 
importantly, honest about the issues. He 

understood our role as Legislators and his 
concerns were always about the greater 
benefit of his community.

Jeff would make a fine legislator and I 
encourage you to vote for him on November 
4th.

Robert McGuigan Jr
Mahopac 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
give my personal endorsement to Michael 
Bartolotti as Putnam County Clerk.  A 
better person for the job does not exist.  I 
have known Mike on both a personal and 
professional level since 2008.  He is a good 
friend and colleague.  The fact that he has 
served as the First Deputy County Clerk 
is a tremendous asset, as Mike will hit the 
ground running in the administration of 

the County Clerk’s Office.
Mike is a lifetime resident of Putnam.  

He has established countless personal ties 
in the community.  His experience as an 
attorney is a bonus, as much of the work of 
the County Clerk involves administration 
of various Federal, State and County laws.  

Mike stood firm when a request for a 
list of the Putnam County Pistol permit 
holders was made by the Journal News, 

denying disclosure, in an effort to protect 
the privacy of our County Residents.  This 
displayed the integrity of the man and an 
understanding of his official charge.

Mike is running for all the right reasons. 
Not to collect a public pay check, but to 
perform a public service.  That is the path 
that he has chosen and it suits both him 
and Putnam.  So I ask that we all support 
him in continuing on that path and that 

we all pitch in to give Mike a landslide 
victory on Election Day, sending a strong 
message that excellent public service is 
something that we admire and encourage 
and should be rewarded.

Ken Schmitt
Mahopac

Regardless who wins in November 
Putnam County will not be represented 
by a local resident for the first time in our 
history.  As a life-long Putnam resident, I 
believe we need to pay extra close attention 
to this election, and be sure we elect the 
right candidate who understands our 
needs and values.

I have grown to know Dr. Terrence 

Murphy over the years- even more during 
his current candidacy for the New York 
State Senate.  I sincerely believe he will 
make Putnam County residents proud as 
our next senator.  Terrence isn’t a typical 
politician, but a committed family man 
and successful small business owner.  His 
has many accomplishments from his time 
in public office: tax cuts, job creation, and 

ethics reform- all things we need from our 
representatives up in Albany.  

Dr. Murphy might not have a Putnam 
County mailing address, but he embodies 
our values.  We need advocates like Dr. 
Murphy in the NYS Senate.  Advocates who 
can help generate jobs, combat the war on 
heroin- which is far too close to home, and 
deliver the necessary state funding to keep 

our communities thriving.  
I believe Terrence will be a great partner 

and advocate for Putnam County. For 
this reason, I respectfully request that 
my friends and neighbors join me in 
supporting Dr. Terrence Murphy for NYS 
Senate this November.

Kevin Byrne
Putnam Resident of 29+ years

Former Legislator Supports Green’s Run for District 3 Seat

No Better Candidate for County Clerk Than Bartolotti 

Murphy Embodies Values of Putnam County Residents
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By David Propper
With Election Day nearing, county 

clerk candidate Michael Bartolotti 
received an endorsement from the man 
who has overseen his work for the past 
dozen years as deputy county clerk. 

Current Putnam County 
Clerk Dennis Sant formally and 
“wholeheartedly” endorsed Bartolotti, 
the first deputy clerk and Republican 
candidate for the position who is going 
up against Democrat Lithgow Osborne 
this year. Pointing out Bartolotti’s 
numerous contributions to the clerk’s 

office, the endorsement, while not 
surprising, cements Sant’s full support. 

 “I could not have asked for a 
better second in command than Mike 
Bartolotti.  As an attorney, Mike has 
a clear understanding of the laws that 
govern the county clerk’s offices,” Sant 
stated in a letter. “He is committed to 
expand the F.A.V.O.R program for our 
veterans; to maintain our DMV as a 
county run office; and, to continue our 
stand against the unwarranted invasion 
of privacy of our citizens keeping them 
out of harm’s way.”

Sant said Bartolotti has stood side-
by-side against The Journal News’ 
demand to obtain pistol permit 
information, which is now in a legal 
fight. Bartolotti also has the “utmost 
respect and admiration” from fellow 
colleagues and department heads.

Sant, who has served as the 
county clerk for 13 year and gained 
respect from both Republicans and 
Democrats, went on to state, “He is a 
true gentleman while interacting with 
the public and employees alike.  I’ve 
never heard a discouraging word from 

anyone concerning Mike; however, 
compliments never cease.” 

In an interview, Sant said Bartolotti 
worked in the office through college 
and then law school. Clerk offices 
from around New York would even 
contact Putnam to ask Bartolotti law 
questions. “Michael while he was still 
in law school, I had clerks from all over 
the state calling up saying ‘We can’t get 
through to our legal department, can 
Michael give us an opinion on this 
or can Michael give us an opinion on 
that.’”

Bartolotti, when reached for 
comment about the endorsement, 
said when he learned of Sant’s vote 
of confidence, he was “humbled 
and flattered.” Calling him a mentor 
and friend, Bartolotti said Sant’s 
endorsement “validates all the hard 
work and effort I have put into my 
community and the office of Putnam 
County Clerk over these years.”

“Further, as the current Putnam 
County Clerk, Dennis’ confidence in 
me and his praise of me will certainly 
resonate in the hearts and minds 
of every citizen of this County,” he 
continued. 

Sant Formally Endorses Bartolotti’s Candidacy for County Clerk
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Drinking 
responsibly can be a 
daunting task. The 
vernacular meaning 
tends to focus on 
the level of alcohol 
consumption. I 
view this well-worn 
phrase as a reminder, 
a self-directive, if you 

will, to be mindful of not only the alcohol I 
ingest, but also of the type and level of the 
other components in the alcohol I consume.   

Over the past few weeks I’ve taken 
my perspective of wine consumption in 
a direction that is the opposite of what 
I typically espouse. Over the past seven 
years, I’ve been an advocate of moderate 
consumption of wine. Numerous studies 
have shown the health benefits of consuming 
one to two glasses of wine per day. I’ve 
enthusiastically reported these results. 

A few weeks ago I read a study that gave 
me pause. I reported that this study 
provided evidence that any level 
of alcohol consumption contributes 
to potentially negative health 
consequences. 

I focused on two aspects of 
consuming wine: alcohol levels and 
calorie count. For alcohol levels I 
focused on the gradients of alcohol 
levels as controlled by nature and by 
winemakers. My suggestion: seek out 

lower alcohol wines – and 
consume in moderation.

For calorie content, 
I focused on the 
dietary consequences 
of consumption. My 
suggestion: seek out 
alternative wines that by 
their nature have lower calories – and 
consume in moderation.  

Since those columns, I’ve been ruminating 
on ways to better educate consumers on 
wine consumption; how to provide a fair 
and balanced profile of both its beneficial 
and deleterious effects.

The first step of course is to provide 
guidance on drinking consciously and 
conscientiously: being conscious of the 
pitfalls of alcohol consumption and 
conscientious of its impact on our bodies 
and our lives.

I believe public service announcements 
and diligent surveillance by law enforcement 

agencies have succeeded in drawing 
attention to the health (and legal) 

consequences of excessive alcohol 
consumption.

As for dietary 
considerations, I began to 
consider what type and level 

of information is readily 
available to consumers 

when they consider 
purchasing a bottle 

of wine. Just before dinner 
the other night I picked up 
that evening’s bottle of wine 
from my kitchen counter 
and perused the bottle label, 
front and back. I read past the 
marketing prose, seeking out 
the nutritional information. 

Then it hit me: nutritional information. 
That is what wine consumers need more of, 
to be informed consumers and be provided 
with information similar to that on many 
other food product labels.

Until government regulations began 
requiring standardized nutritional 
information on product labels in 1994, 
consumers were wandering in a vast 
wasteland of nutritional knowledge. The 
FDA regulations, enhanced several times 
(additional changes are being considered as 
I pen this column), provide guidelines across 
many food types, enabling consumers to 
make informed decisions.   

So why not require similar nutrition 
labeling on my bottle of wine? In fact, the 
government considered mandatory labels in 
2007, but never followed through. Then last 
June, the Alcohol and Tobacco Trade and 
Tax Bureau issued regulations permitting 
voluntary disclosure of nutritional 
information. Very few wineries have jumped 
on the bandwagon. 

Here is what the current (voluntary) 
disclosure regulations include for a bottle of 

California Cabernet label.
Serving size: 5 ounces; servings per 

container: 5; alcohol: 14 percent; calories: 
124; carbohydrates: 3 grams; Fat: 0; Protein: 
0.

Other than the calorie count, wine 

appears to be a reasonable beverage (in a 
nutritional, not alcohol, context). How does 
it compare to other beverages? A Starbucks 
Grande Cappuccino (16 ounces) contains 
150 calories, 13 grams of carbohydrates 
(including 11 grams of sugar), 8 mg of fat, 
30 mg of cholesterol, 115 mg of sodium, 8 
grams of protein – and no alcohol. 

It takes me just as long to sip my evening 
glass of wine as it does my morning Grande 
Cappuccino, without the fat and sugar.

In the context of label information, one 
can rationalize enjoying wine with meals. 
Portion control seems to be the key to a 
healthy wine -- and food -- lifestyle.  

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

With the Best Intention and in the Interest of Full Disclosure

‘ways to better 
educate consumers’
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Real estate isn’t as sexy as 
it once was, and it probably 
won’t be for a long time to 
come, according to the pros. 

Why would I relate real 
estate to sex, you might ask? 
Well, you know the game 
of association, right? I’ve 
been thinking about Donald 
Trump lately, someone who’s 
certainly associated with real 
estate. I’m about to change my 
home address to a magnificent 
structure bearing his name 
and, somehow, as odd as it 
may seem, I sometimes recall 
that infamous comment that 
Marla Maples made about 
The Donald that all guys 
must secretly wish someone 
had made about them at some point in 
their lives. Admit it, guys.

But, just this week, the comment 
about real estate not being very sexy 
any more was made to me by J. Philip 
Faranda, president of the Hudson 
Gateway Multiple Listing Service, when 
I called him to comment on its third 
quarter report. The report indicated 
that sales had slowed down somewhat 
when compared with the same quarter 
last year.

He was referring to how sexy 
investing in real estate seemed to be 

in the early 2000s when 
the big bubble was yielding 
double-digit appreciation, 
multiple offers on overpriced 
properties and subprime 
mortgages with zero-down 
payments. It was a heady 
time when there seemed to 
be no ceiling in sight. That 
is, until the bottom fell out 
in 2007 and we were all left 
holding the bag with the 
worst economic conditions 
the nation had seen since the 
Great Depression.

As a realtor, I was 
wondering for a while 
whether I had chosen the 
right parallel career for 
myself. I had always liked 

sexy jobs, like the one I enjoy as a public 
relations practitioner. Suddenly, as I 
shared with Faranda, real estate wasn’t 
as sexy to me anymore.

“That’s a good thing,” he responded, 
“if you’re talking about the absence 
of the drama of volatility in the 
market. Anything that behaves like an 
investment is either going to be high 
risk, high reward – in other words, a 
gamble--or it’s going to be more stable, 
on the conservative side and maybe a 
little boring.  During the bubble, you 
had people using discretionary income, 

gambling in a high-risk way;  they were 
winning and it was great…until they 
weren’t winning anymore.

“But when it comes to your home, 
you don’t want to gamble; you want 
stability,” Faranda continued. “You want 
to come home knowing that your roof 
isn’t leaking and that there’s no padlock 
on your door. It’s the place where we 
raise our children. It’s a sweet place, 
full of memories; it’s not a place for a 
roller coaster ride with a lot of drama. 
In short, we just want to know that it 
will be there. As realtors we have to stop 
selling homes like a 401(k). As buyers 
we have to approach it the same way. 
People have to live within their means 
and not invest in a house like they’re 
using discretionary income.

“As David Lerner would say, buying 
a home should be ‘the solid middle 
ground’ kind of investment.’”

While Faranda said that stability 
is good for the real estate market, he 
concedes that people have a short 
memory and surely they will forget 
the lessons learned. “After a cycle 
of stability, there will come a time, 
probably in another 10 years, where the 
cycle we’ve just experienced will repeat 
itself yet again,” he said. “People just 
forget, and history repeats itself.”

In this region, while sales decreased 
by 2.7 percent in Westchester, they 

increased 3.1 percent in Putnam, 
although that number is somewhat 
skewed by very low sales in the same 
quarter in 2013. The median sales price 
of a home in Westchester increased by 
4.7 percent to $682,500 over 2013. In 
Putnam County, there was a drop of 3.8 
percent in the median price to $320,000.

Inventory is still relatively low, which 
is troublesome because, as Faranda said, 
“If you can’t sell a house, you can’t buy 
a house.” But a factor showing relative 
stability in the housing market is the low 
interest rates for a 30-year conventional 
mortgage, ranging between 4.2 and 4.4 
percent during the quarter.

So maybe the sex in real estate isn’t 
as great as Marla proclaimed for The 
Donald, but when it comes to having a 
roof over your head, it’s probably much 
more satisfying in the long run.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage 
the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Be Glad That Real Estate Isn’t as Sexy Anymore



October 21 - October 27, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Across
1. Tax advisor
4. Minor player
7. Earmark
10. Skip preceder
11. Application
12. Popular street name
13. Angry Birds, for one
14. Walmart founder
15. Court ruling?
16. A talent for quick glances or
Northern Westchester city
19. Indian nursemaid
20. Black cuckoo
21. Carry out
23. Study sections
25. Early Peruvian
27. Freudian concept
28. Goal
30. The good life
31. Yorktown family favorite that
recently “melted” away
33. Douglas or noble
35. ___-faced
36. Slice
37. Mozart’s “L’___ del Cairo”
38. Bad boyfriend
39. St. Patrick’s land, for short
40. Governor in the Ottoman Empire
41. ‘48 --’
42. Mushroom

Down
1. Flatbread of India
2. Showing surprise or excitement
3. Surface

4. Proclaim profanely
5. One of Japan’s largest cities
6. NASA vehicle name
7. Poker giveaway
8. Saloon brew
9. England time used as standard
throughout the world
17. ___ Rouge
18. Like composition paper
21. Marsupial
22. Ballroom dance
24. Rat
26. Pertaining to lime
29. Scottish whiskey distiller
31. Wear at the edges
32. Silently accedes
33. Pocket-watch accessory
34. Jewel thief ’s heist

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Arturo’s Tavern in Mahopac has a new 

architectural appearance. A warm beige 
stucco exterior now greets customers 
and people passing by — instead of a log 
cabin.

The establishment was called the Log 
Cabin until its name was changed to 
Arturo’s Pine Tavern by a new owner, Artie 
Isidori, who took over in 1996. Isidori, a 
former chef at Frankie & Johnnie’s Pine 
Tavern (F&J Pine Restaurant) in The 
Bronx, sought a name more suggestive of 
authentic Italian cooking.

Not only did the Mahopac restaurant’s 
name change; its menu changed too. But 
Isidori kept busboy Carmelo Zagari.

Later, when Zagari had learned every 
aspect of the business, he purchased the 
restaurant from Isidori. This time the 
menu was not changed. As Zagari points 
out, “Why change what works?”

Zagari introduced some of his mother’s 
recipes as specials and added a few 
homemade Italian desserts.

Seafood is plentiful at this restaurant. 
Appetizers include mussels, clams and 
fried calamari and main courses include 
Salmon Oreganata and Golden Naples (a 
medley of shrimp, scallops and calamari 
over linguini).

Entrées include seafood, steaks, pork 
chops, chicken served nine different ways, 
a multitude of veal dishes, and a variety 
of pastas.

Arturo’s most popular dishes

Among the most popular main courses 
are:

1. Zuppa di Pesce – Clams, mussels, 
shrimp, calamari and scallops cooked in 
a fresh tomato-and-basil sauce over a bed 
of linguini ($29.95 for one or $54.95 for 
two).

2. Pork Chops Contadina – Two pork 
chops over a bed of sliced potato chips 
topped with sautéed onions and hot or 
sweet cherry peppers ($24.95).

3. Rigatoni Filetto di Pomodoro Sauce 
– Fresh rigatoni in a fresh plum tomato 
sauce with prosciutto, sautéed onions, 
roasted garlic and fresh basil.

A long-standing tradition at the 
restaurant is the immediate delivery of 
salad and fresh bread to the table. The 
salad dressing is red wine vinegar and 
olive oil, premixed in the kitchen just 
prior to being served.

The bread is delivered seven days a week 
from Terranova Bakery in The Bronx.

Gluten-free dishes include skirt steak, 
grilled chicken, salad with shrimp, and 
pasta. Most dishes on the children’s menu 
(for kids age 10 or younger) are priced at 
$9.95.

Oversized martinis and daily special 
offers

“We are known not only for generous 
portions but also for our over-sized 
martinis,” said Lynn Hill, a Carmel 
resident employed at Arturo’s Tavern for 
the past 19 years.

The martini menu continues to grow 

and more than 40 different “over-sized” 
martinis are currently offered including:

1. Coconut Espresso Martini. Mixed 
with coconut rum, dark creme de cacao, 
fresh espresso and coconut Irish cream.

2. Cucumber Martini (the latest 
addition to the martini menu). Cucumber 
vodka, fresh cucumber and cucumber 
liqueur served in a sea salt, cayenne 
pepper and lime zest rimmed glass.

One of the bartender’s tastiest 
beverages, Hill said, is a Ruby Red Cosmo 
– Absolut ruby red vodka, shaken over ice 
with lime juice, triple sec and a splash of 
cranberry juice.

Special deals available on non-holiday 
weekdays are:

Monday: Kids eat any item on the kids’ 
menu free

Monday and Tuesday: Takeout special: 
chicken parmigiana over linguini for four. 
$24.95 plus tax. Cash only.

Wednesday: Wine by the bottle or 
carafe at half-price

Thursday: Martinis on the martini 
menu at half-price

Occasionally there is live entertainment 
on Thursday and Friday evenings – check 
the restaurant’s website under Special 
Events.

Zagari was born in Brooklyn but his 
family moved to Mahopac when he was 
10 years old and he has been a Mahopac 
resident ever since.

“We have come to know most of our 
customers by name and, over the years, 
watched their children grow up,” said Hill.  
“We love seeing those familiar faces and 
enjoy seeing new ones along the way.”

Arturo’s Tavern is open seven days 
a week; it closes on Monday through 
Thursday at 9:45 p.m., on Friday and 
Saturday at 10:45 p.m., and on Sunday at 
8:45 p.m.

The restaurant is located at 878 Route 6, 
Mahopac, NY 10541, www.arturostavern.
com, 845-621-3836.
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Arturo’s Tavern in Mahopac Has a New Look

The new stucco-front look for Arturo’s Tavern in Mahopac.

The former log-cabin look for Arturo’s Tavern in Mahopac.
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The phone rings 
at the office and a 
customer is calling 
to complain about 
a product or service 
they recently 
purchased from your 
business. You provide 
a great service or 
product and your 
company gets very 
few complaints. 

How do you handle complaints? What 
you do next can make the complaint a boon 
to your business or a great way to create a 
loyal client. Spotless Cleaning Systems had 
just this dilemma last week. 

Our technicians had cleaned all the 
carpets in a new client’s house. They had 
carpets on the top floor and in the basement. 

We got the call 2 days later. The client 
informed us that the technicians did a great 
job of cleaning the carpets. The problem she 
had was that the top floor carpets had dried 
very quickly but the carpets in the basement 
were still damp and there was a musty odor. 

That week it was very hot and extremely 
humid out. After a brief discussion she 
informed me that she had opened all the 
windows to help the drying process. She 
did what would seem like the logical thing 
to do. It was so humid out that opening the 
windows made it harder for the carpets to 
dry. 

I explained to her that by opening the 
windows she slowed down the drying 
process and that the odor was being created 
from the wet carpets. Most basements 
should have a dehumidifier to help remove 
natural moisture from the air and to help 

reduce possible mold issues. 
What would you have done?  I personally 

went there with a professional commercial 
dehumidifier and placed it in the basement, 
closed all the doors and told her I would be 
back in two days to access the situation. 

When I returned the carpets were dry 
and the odor was gone. I removed the 
equipment and thanked her for allowing me 
to fix the problem. 

Three days later I received one of the best 
testimonials letting us know how surprised 
she was with our response to her problem. 
She let me know that she would definitely 
be telling her friends and family what a 
great company Spotless Cleaning Systems 
is. She is now a loyal client forever. 

When a customer or client calls to 
complain it is a good thing. That means they 
feel that you will try to fix the problem. If 

something goes wrong do your customers 
feel that if they complain, your company 
will fix the problem or do they not call and 
find another company to buy from in the 
future?   I am thankful for complaints.  They 
are good for my business as long as I am 
willing to find a solution to the problem. Is 
your company willing to fix the problem? 

Bill Pope is a marketing consultant and 
founder of “The Positive Zone”, a company 
that specializes inproviding small to medium 
size service companies with resources, 
strategies and systems to help increase 
revenue and profit. Bill has been running his 
own business Spotless Cleaning Systems for 
the past 30 years. To find out more about the 
services The positive Zone can provide your 
company, Bill can be reached at his email 
address positivebill@gmail.com or call  845-
490-3864

Better Business Bulletin: Is a Complaint Good for Your Business?

It’s all about you.

Each week, you can see in-depth interviews with leaders 

who make a difference. Tune into Examiner News Talk, 
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The Master Gardeners of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension will present the 
last event in a series of Saturday workshops 
on making your garden a vibrant Hudson 
Valley oasis.  The final program will be 
hosted on October 25, 10 am. to 12:15 
p.m., at the offices of the Hudson Highland 
Land Trust, Winter Hill, in Garrison.   

The series concludes with Make Your 
Yard Beautiful.  Carolyn Summers, 

landscape architect, author, and Adjunct 
Professor at Westchester Community 
College, will share the trick to a lovely 
garden that thrives with little or no care 
with a commitment to the vitality of our 
unique ecosystem.  Ms. Summers will 
discuss how to work with native plants 
that have adapted to our environment 
and survive in adverse conditions.  Learn 
how to select the right native plants 

for your property and how to care for 
them so they flourish.  In addition, Jen 
Stengle, Community Educator at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Putnam County 
will follow with a discussion on The 
Sustainable Backyard: Five Easy Practices 
by offering steps that have positive 
impacts on climate change, waste streams 
and native ecosystems.  Note: Visitors are 
welcome to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy 

the relaxing landscape at the Winter Hill 
location or perhaps hike to historic North 
Redoubt after the program.

There is a registration fee of $25 and 
because space is limited, early registration 
is advised.  For additional information 
contact Cornell Cooperative Extension 
at 845-278-6738 or download the 
registration form at www.cce.cornell.edu/
putnam

Cornell Cooperative Extension Announces for Garden Talks!

By Bill Pope
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Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage in Connecticut and 
Westchester County, N.Y. is pleased 
to announce that Yorktown Heights 
resident Anthony Acocella has 
affiliated with the Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage office in 
Yorktown Heights. As a real estate 
salesperson, Acocella will provide 
residential real estate services in 
Yorktown as well as the surrounding 
communities of Cortlandt, Peekskill, 
Putnam Valley, Somers and 
surrounding areas.

Acocella has become a Real Estate 

Salesperson after extensive experience 
in construction and business 
management

 “Anthony’s skills in his previous 
career, as well as his extensive 
knowledge of the local community, 
will contribute to his success as a real 
estate sales associate,” said Donna 
Riniti, Branch Office Manager of 
the Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage office in Yorktown Heights.   

As a lifelong Yorktown resident, 
Acocella is well aware of the 
neighborhoods, services, recreation, 
social and cultural offerings offered 

in the town and surrounding 
communities. He is also a member of 
the Hudson Gateway Association Of 
Realtors, The NY State Association Of 
Realtors and the National Association 
Of Realtors.

Acocella can be reached at 
the Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage office in Yorktown Heights 
at 914-245-3400.

Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage, a leading residential 
real estate brokerage company 
in Connecticut and Westchester 
County, N.Y., operates approximately 

51 offices with 
more than 2,100 
affiliated sales 
associates serving 
the communities 
of Connecticut 
and Westchester 
County.  Coldwell 
Banker Residential 
Brokerage is part 
of NRT LLC, the nation’s largest 
residential real estate brokerage 
company. For more information, please 
visit www.ColdwellBankerMoves.
com.

By Dr. Praveen 
Rudraraju, Director 
of the Center for 
Sleep Medicine 
at Northern 
Westchester Hospital

What is sleep 
apnea?

Sleep apnea 
(AP-ne-ah) is a 
common disorder 

where you have one or more pauses in 
breathing or shallow breaths while you 
sleep.

What are the signs of sleep apnea?
Most people who have sleep apnea 

don’t know they have it because it 
only occurs during sleep. A family 
member or bed partner might be the 
first to notice signs of sleep apnea. 

The most common symptoms are 
snoring and daytime sleepiness. But 
these symptoms may not be seen in 
everyone, which delays diagnosis in 
most people. Other symptoms that are 
seen in sleep apnea are non-restorative 
sleep, morning headaches, nocturia 
(urinating multiple times at night), 
and insomnia. One or more symptoms 
may be present in most patients. There 
are some people with no symptoms.

The most common type of sleep 
apnea is obstructive sleep apnea. In 
this condition, the airway collapses or 
becomes blocked during sleep. This 
causes shallow breathing or breathing 
pauses.

What are the dangers of sleep apnea?
Untreated sleep apnea leads to many 

health problems:

•	 increased risk of high blood pressure, 
heart attack, stroke, obesity, and 
diabetes

•	 increased risk of, or worsened, heart 
failure

•	 arrhythmias or irregular heartbeats
•	 an increased chance of having work-

related or driving accidents
What treatment is available for 

people diagnosed with sleep apnea?
Treating sleep apnea is very 

important. Treatment should be 
individualized based on history and 
anatomy.

Some of the treatment options are:
•	 CPAP machine – it’s a small machine 

that is by the patient’s bedside which 
blows air gently to keep the airway 
open

•	 Dental devices can be custom made 

by certified dentists, which can help 
in some cases

•	 Provent therapy – these are small 
nasal valves that cover the nostrils 
that help in some patients with their 
sleep apnea or snoring

•	 Winx machine – this is a small 
machine that is by the patient’s 
bedside which is attached to a mouth 
piece that is inserted into the mouth

•	 Surgery – there are several surgical 
options which are indicated in small 
groups of patients
Visit the www.nwhc.net/treatment-

and-specialties/sleep-center and take 
our quiz to see if you might be suffering 
from a sleep disorder. For more 
information or to make an appointment 
for a sleep study, please call 914-666-
1114.

Acocella Affiliates with Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage in Yorktown Heights

Sleep Apnea: Symptoms, Dangers, and Treatment Options

contends Stephens either assisted in or 
covered up.

“If I heard something, I would have 
stopped it,” Stephens said on the stand. “If 
I heard it, I would have reported it.” 

Brustin also questioned Stephens about 

the two-way baby monitor set up in his 
private office in Brewster where the lie 
detector test took place. While Stephens’ 
defense attorney argued the monitor 
was not working properly during his 
opening statement, Stephens on the stand 
contradicted that claim. He said he could 
hear everything perfectly over the monitor 
from the other room, but only heard 
Deskovic discuss certain elements of the 
crime, a scream, and then saw Deskovic in 
a fetal position sobbing. 

While unprompted on the stand, 
Stephens said he did approach a Peekskill 
police investigator who worked on the 
Deskovic case in the mid-1990s about 
using a newly created DNA database 
to see if the semen on the dead body of 
murdered Angela Correa was someone 
who was in the system, but the Peekskill 
investigator said the Westchester District 
Attorney said the case was closed. 

“I was still thinking about this case,” 
Stephens said. 

On Friday, Brustin continued to 
question Stephens and asked Stephens 

about his memories of seeing Deskovic on 
the floor crying in one of his family’s law 
offices. Stephens said at that time he did 
not know that Deskovic had had confessed 
to rape and murder to Peekskill police.

Stephens said he did not tape record his 
lie detector session with Deskovic because 
there were no tape recorders in the law 
offices, Stephens said.

One of the tests Stephens administered 
was a Peak of Tension test. One of the 
questions was if Deskovic killed the 
victim with a blow to the head with a 
bottle. There was a slight uptick on the lie 
detector machine, but that did not indicate 
that Deskovic was lying about killing the 
woman, Stephens testified. It was a “very 
slight” reaction, Stephens said. 

“This was not enough to consider it a 
lie,” Stephens said. 

Stephens said he did not offer the results 
to authorities and it was not discussed 
during a September 1990 pretrial hearing 
or during the subsequent trial, because he 
did not know if the polygraph tests were 
going to be evidence in the trial. Stephens 

also testified that he did not make a 
photocopy of the lie detector charts 
because it was difficult to do on the county 
police copy machines and he also did not 
have photocopy notes that he took during 
the tests. 

Brustin said his client refused to sign 
a waver form after he completed the lie 
detector tests. But, Stephens replied, “He 
was never asked to sign the release,”

Under questioning from defense 
attorney Stephen Wellinghorst, Stephens 
said he had done about 10,000 lie detector 
tests in the public and private sectors until 
he stopped doing them in either 2001 or 
2002. 

On Jan. 25, 1990, Deskovic read and 
signed forms during and after taking 
the lie detector test that spelled out his 
Miranda rights, including the right to 
an attorney and the right not to speak or 
participate in the tests, Stephens testified.  

Stephens took the stand Monday 
morning in the middle of press time. 

In Deskovic Trial Against Putnam, Stephens Testifies in Tense Standoff
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It was just a mock drill but critical 
nevertheless. A patient with a cough 
and general malaise presented to the 
Emergency Department at Putnam 
Hospital Center for treatment. Her 
husband, she said, had recently 
returned from a trip to Africa.

Nurses promptly put a mask on 
the patient and whisked her into a 
screening room, isolating her from the 
rest of the population.

It was an appropriate and effective 
response  - even for a preparedness 
simulation. Putnam Hospital Center 
conducted the Ebola exercise to 
evaluate the staff ’s preparedness in 

treating a patient who may come in to 
the hospital with symptoms associated 
with the deadly virus. The emergency 
room nurses were unaware of the drill.

 “My focus is ensuring that we 
are prepared at a preliminary level,” 
said Patricia Greenwood-O’Keefe, 
the hospital’s director of critical care 
services and emergency management 
coordinator. “We will continue 
to monitor and provide ongoing 
education to the staff.”

The global pandemic that recently 
arrived to the U.S., claiming the life of 
a Liberian man in Texas, has Putnam 
Hospital Center on high alert in the 

event they encounter an Ebola patient. 
There have been no suspected cases at 
the hospital.

Nevertheless, the Emergency 
Department at Putnam Hospital Center 
has received training and education 
on managing these patients. New 
questions with regard to recent travel 
or contact with foreign travelers have 
been added to the patient registration 
form.

Following the drill, management 
from various hospital departments as 
well as the commissioner for Putnam 
County’s Bureau of Fire & Emergency 
Services convened to discuss the 

effectiveness of the practices and 
procedures in place at Putnam Hospital 
Center. The hospital also partners with 
the Putnam County Department of 
Health on how to safely respond to 
infection control issues and disease 
surveillance.

The group further discussed ways 
to improve overall safety including 
purchasing more coverall gowns and 
placing masks in key areas of the 
hospital. More meetings are expected.

Signs to educate the public on 
symptoms to look out were posted 
at the hospital’s entrance points on 
Friday.

Mission complete: Senator Greg Ball 
(R, C, I – Patterson) and Purple Heart 
Homes hosted a “welcome home” 
ribbon cutting ceremony for Private 
Dan Flanigan’s completely renovated 
home in Pawling, NY.

Over the past year, Ball has worked 
with Purple Heart Homes, local 
businesses and community members to 
completely renovate the home of, Dan 
Flanigan, a service-connected disabled 
veteran in Pawling. The 100-year-old 
home he was living in was in complete 
disrepair and lacked basic necessities, 
including a working shower.

“When we started this project Dan’s 
home was in complete disrepair, today 
he owns the nicest house on the block! 
The sad reality is that this hero, who 
suffered war wounds -- both visible 
and internal, was on the verge of 
homelessness. However, thanks to the 
help of Purple Heart Homes and the 
immense community support, Dan 
will be able to proudly call this house 
his home for many years to come,” 
said Ball. “We must strive to do better 
for our veterans and for our true war 
heroes like Dan Flanigan. My hope is 
that this innovative doesn’t stop today, 
but that it sparks a movement as a 
nation.”

While serving in the Mekong Delta 
in 1969, Private Dan Flanigan suffered 
multiple wounds, including head 
injuries, when an enemy grenade 
exploded next to him during an 
ambush. Dan is a 100% service-
connected disabled Vietnam Veteran. 

Dan Flanigan inherited his parent’s 
home in Pawling, in 1999. Dan like 
many Vietnam service-connected 
disabled veterans lives on a fixed 
income. The home he lives in is 100 
years old and was in dire need of 
repairs before Ball and Purple Heart 
Homes started renovations. 

Dan was selected for a complete 
home re-modeling after a thorough 
vetting process by Purple Heart Homes, 
a non-profit based in Statesville, NC 
that provides housing solutions for 

disabled veterans. 
“We are very proud of how the 

community, the professional trades, 
and Senator Ball came together to help 
support our mission and renovate a 
home for Dan Flanigan. We salute 
all the volunteers, sponsors, and 
supporters from Pawling and Paterson 
NY and The Hudson Valley area who 
stepped up to support a Veteran in need 
in their community. We want to express 
a special thank you to Senator Ball for 
his leadership and acknowledgment of 
the housing issues Veterans face each 
day. There are many Veterans just like 
Dan Flanigan who served honorably, 
suffered wounds and injuries all in the 
name of freedom. They should not have 
to fight again 40 years later to keep 
their family home or to just simply 
navigate aging and limiting disabilities 
in their home,” said John Gallina, Co-
Founder of Purple Heart Homes.

Dan’s home was in disrepair for at 
least the last 30 years. The first step 
was to remove the front and rear 
porch, the next step was to build 

new bathroom with a shower that 
Dan previously never had. All the 
hardwood floors on the first floor 
were removed and replaced and new 
carpets were installed throughout the 
entire house. All of the windows and 
doors were replaced throughout the 
residence and the kitchen was removed 
and replaced with brand new cabinets, 
appliances and ceramic tile. A new 
roof was installed and the whole house 
was power washed and re-painted. To 
make the home more efficient, cellular 
insulation was blown into the attic area 
and the masonry chimney was removed 
and a new power vent was installed.

“I can’t say thank you enough to 
the wonderful people at Purple Heart 
Homes, Senator Ball’s office and all the 
businesses and community members 
that helped make this all possible. My 
parents left the house I live in to me 
back in 1999 when they passed away. 
It needed a lot of repairs, which I 
couldn’t afford. Now I can proudly say 
that my home is one of the nicest in 
our community,” said Dan Flanigan. 

“I thank God for sparing my life in 
Vietnam and am proud to have served 
my country to this day. Today as I 
stand on my front porch I am proud to 
call this house my home.” 

“It has been an honor and a privilege 
for me to have worked with a man 
whose vision, foresight tenacity and 
leadership have resulted in some of the 
greatest gains in veterans issues this 
state has ever seen. He has authored, 
co-authored and sponsored more 
legislation, in that arena, than any 
other legislator in recent memory. 
It was solely because of him that 
Purple Heart Homes came to NY 
to collaborate with us to start and 
finish the ‘aging in place’ program for 
Vietnam Veteran and Purple Heart 
recipient Dan Flanigan of Pawling, 
NY,” said Eugene Parrotta, Director of 
Veterans Affairs for the 40th Senate 
District. “I look forward to continuing 
the work we have started here with all 
the communities in the Hudson Valley. 
I only hope our next State Senator is 
as fervent and tenacious and willing to 
help our veterans as Greg Ball was.” 

If you know a veteran in need, please 
visit: www.purplehearthomesusa.org.

Mock Drill Preps PHC for Potential Ebola Patients

Disabled Vietnam Vet “Welcomed Home” With Complete Home Renovation

COURTESY OF BALL STAFF
Dan Flanigan, a service-connected disabled veteran in Pawling, celebrated his newly renovated house 
last Saturday after months of  repairs to it.
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Reserve Now: 
The German American Social Club 

is hosting an elegant benefit dinner for 
the Warrior Events Project, a subsidiary 
of the Wounded Warrior Program. All 
the proceeds will go to this charity, 
helping returning injured soldiers. This 
dinner-dance will be held on Sat Nov 15, 
cocktail hour 6 p.m.-7 p.m., followed by 
a sit down dinner & live music. The cost 
is $50. / person. This is a prepaid event, 
limited seating, so please make your 
reservations now. Phone 845-224-5855. 
Checks payable to GAC & send to 61 
Pleasant Drive, Brewster.

Holiday Bazaar Saturday November 
22.  9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Patterson Recreation 
Center 65 Front Street, Patterson. Shop 
local and support your community and 
small businesses! Homemade gifts, crafts, 
sports memorabilia, jewelry, baked goods, 
sports calendars, ornaments, holiday 
gifts and so much more.  Interested 
in becoming a vendor? Call 878-7200 
or visit us at www.pattersonrec.org to 
download application.

1944 is coming... to the Patterson, NY 
Recreation Center on November 15, 2014!  
Step back through time to the golden age 
of Swing, in the 1940’s World War Two 
themed Dinner Dance. Have a great 
meal, then Swing, jump and jive the night 
away to the music of a live 22pc Big Band.  
You’ll be surrounded by memorabilia 
from WWII; antique military vehicles 
and living historians dressed in original 
US, and Allied military uniforms of the 
period. You are encouraged to attend 
in 40’s vintage attire.  The Patterson 
Recreation Center is located at 65 Front 
Street.  Tickets available at: The Duffle 
Bag 1270 route 311 Patterson NY For 
details, call 845-878-7106

Ongoing
In-Stitches Knitting Club at Reed 

Library (845-225-2439).  Wednesday 
mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
Thursday evenings 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
Beginners and experienced knitters and 
crocheters are welcomed in this fun and 
friendly group.  

Brewster Farmers’ Market: The 2014 
Market is scheduled to run through Sat. 
11/22, Wednesday’s and Saturday’s, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., rain or shine, at the same 
location, 208 East Main St. (Rtes 6 X 
202 & 22 at the bottom of Peaceable Hill 
Rd.) in the Village of Brewster. We are 
still participating in the NYS Dept. of 
Agriculture Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program, accepting WIC and SNP checks 
(good from July through November). We 
hope to see you soon @ Brewster Farmers’ 
Market (Sponsored by CBB, Inc.) 

Cancer Support: 
Cancer Support Available: Support 

Connection, Inc., a not-for profit 

organization that provides free, 
confidential support services for people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
offers a wide range of free support groups 
women with breast and ovarian cancer. 
Groups focus on topics pertaining to 
living with cancer through all stages of 
diagnosis, treatment and post-treatment. 
They are offered in Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess, and by toll-free 
teleconference. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Tuesday, October 21
2014 Festival of Trees November 

21-23. Matrix Conference & Banquet 
Center. Exit 1, I-84, Danbury. Kick-Off 
Party Friday night, 6:30 p.m. –10:30 
p.m., with exclusive designer tree & 
prize auction.  Cocktails, Dinner-by-
the-Bite, live music by Anna Bishop 
and Bob Willaum with Jazz for Juniors 
subset. Special Honoree: Paul P. Dinto.  
Meet Charlie Hayes, member of the 1996 
World Champion New York Yankees, and 
friends!  Admission: $130 per person. 
Festival Hours, Festival Days: 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 11/22 and 23. 
Entry: $10 adults, $5 children & seniors, 
children under 5 Free.

 The Historic Hotels and Restaurants 
of Lake Mahopac.  7 p.m. A multi-
media talk presented by Greg Amato.    
Videotaping courtesy of Brian Vangor, 
Carmel Town Historian (2009-2014). 
Many local residents are surprised to 
learn that there were hotels in Mahopac 
years ago.  The first hotel, built in 1843, 
was called the Mahopac Hotel, and there 
were many more to follow. The Gregory 
House (The Gregory House was owned 
by Louis Horton Gregory who was 
instrumental in developing Mahopac 
into a tourist attraction), the Carpenter 
House, the Baxter Hotel, the Thompson 
House, the Dean House, and the Forest 
House all provided lodging to travelers 
and Mahopac’s summer residents. 
Registration is required.  Register for 
Historic Hotels and Restaurants of 
Mahopac, or call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

Thursday, October 23
Bringing voices together in song is 

one of the programs that PNWWRC will 
host when they present their annual A 
Woman’s Voice: Singing for Our Lives 
concert. This year the musical evening 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 23 at 7 
p.m. at The Winery at St. George, 1715 E. 
Main Street in Mohegan Lake. Scheduled 
performers include the John Bates Band, 
Arkie Bermiss, Hailey Knox, and Open 
Book. Tickets for the always well attended 
concert are $50 per person and may be 
purchased on the PNWWRC website at: 

www.pnwwrc.org.
Food and Coat Drive: Saturday - 

Sunday October 25 and 26 from 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m. Putnam Lake Market. 74 Fairfield 
Dr. Patterson. To benefit the Castle Point 
VA Hospital outpatient food pantry and 
residents of the Putnam County Veterans 
Home, Carmel. Sponsored by the VFW 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 9257 Putnam Lake 
NY for more info call: (845) 721-4762

Book Club FOR Women With Cancer: 
7 p.m.-8:45 p.m. at Cheryl R. Lindenbaum 
Cancer Center at Hudson Valley Hospital, 
1980 Crompond Road, Cortlandt Manor. 
Open to people living with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancers.  To learn 
more or to pre-register (pre-Registration 
is required) call Support Connection at 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Free for Parents: 6:30 p.m.-8 
p.m.—Parenting workshop for new 
and expecting fathers in Putnam and 
surrounding counties.  Taught by Dads 
for Dads, the 1 1/2 hour session provide 
information and hands-on practice with 
basic baby care. For more information or 
to register: 845-808-1400, x44122.

Putnam/Northern Westcheste 
Women’s Resource Center Presents Its 
Annual Benefit Concert

“A Woman’s Voice - Singing for Our 
Lives” Acknowledging the Struggle to 
End Family Violence and Sexual Assault. 
7:00 p.m. at The Winery at St. George. 
Join us for entertainment, tapas and wine, 
at the Winery at St. George, as we honor 
the strength, struggles, creativity, and 
courage of those who strive for peace in 
their hearts, peace in the home and peace 
in the world. This group of exceptional 
artists comes together to honor women 
and bring awareness to domestic violence, 
promote healthy family and personal 
relationships and to build a community 
of strong and confident people. HOW: 
Tickets: $50 per person. To register visit 
our website: www.pnwwrc.org. For more 
information email info@pnwwrc.org or 
call 845-628-9284

Friday, October 24 
Café After Dark: Scary stories & 

book signing with Vincent Dacquino 
free  7 p.m.-9 p.m. The Freight House 
Café. 609 Route 6. Mahopac. www.
thefreighthousecafe.com. 845.628.1872

Saturday, October 25
Militaria Show Returns to Patterson: 

For those who love to collect any and all 
things having to do with the military, 
Brian Benedict is once again hosting his 
popular and family friendly Militaria and 
Knife Collector Show at the Patterson 
Recreation Department adjacent to 
the Metro-North Train Station and 
located at 65 Front Street.9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  Admission to the show is $5.00 
per person. Children under 12 who are 

accompanied by an adult will not be 
charged admission. Breakfast and lunch 
will be available for purchase at the 
show. A portion of the proceeds will go 
to Patterson Recreation Center and the 
American Veterans Historical Museum. 
For additional information, contact the 
Patterson Recreation Center at 845-878-
7200.

Houses on the Moon Theatre 
Company will bring storytellers and 
performers to Arts on the Lake, 640 Route 
52, Lake Carmel.  8 p.m. for a preview of 
their new show, “Gun Country.” Tickets 
for Houses on the Moon at Arts on the 
Lake are $12 ($2 discount for AotL 
members and students) and may be 
purchased at www.artsonthelake.org or 
(845)228-2685. 

Emails to a Paranormal is Title of New 
Book by Vincent Dacquino: He creates the 
pseudonym “Damien Darrk” and sends 
poems via email to a popular paranormal 
to get answers to questions about ghosts 
and his strange dreams.  Dacquino will be 
at Mahopac Public Library on Saturday, 
October 25 at 2 p.m. to talk about his new 
book, his writing process, and the world 
of trouble souls and paranormal activity. 
Join us for this special pre-Halloween 
event; registration is requested.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or 
call 845-628-2009, ext 100.

Join us at New Life Bible Church, for 
our Trunk & Treat Festival, 1 p.m.-3 p.m.. 
Rain date is Sunday, October 26, same 
time. There will be Games, Prizes, Face 
Painting, Hot dogs and Refreshments. 
Bring something to hold all your treats. 
Come dressed in your costume, and 
enter our Costume Contest, winner will 
be announced at 2 p.m. We are located 
at 476 Farmers Mills Road, Carmel. For 
more information please call 845 225-
4620

The Tubes Halloween Show and 
Costume Party: The Tubes have 
always managed to expose, enlighten 
and entertain audiences worldwide by 
combining art with trash, comedy with 
tragedy, and innovative rock theatre 
with consummate musicianship. Don’t 
miss The Tubes Halloween Show and 
Costume Party! Free Prizes! Happy 
Hour starts at 7:00pm! Price: $29, $34, 
$39 (incl tax/fee) hours: 7 p.m. Happy 
Hour – 8PM Show. Paramount Hudson 
Valley address: 1008 Brown St. Peekskill, 
NY 10566. 914-739-0039 web site:http://
paramounthudsonvalley.com/events/
event/the-tubes

Tilly Foster to Host Family Friendly 
Pumpkin-Palooza: Get the kids dressed 
in their costumes as Putnam County and 
its Tourism Department hold their first 
Pumpkin-Palooza, an afternoon of family 
friendly fun to be held on the grounds 
of Tilly Foster Farm, 100 Route 312 in 
Brewster  from noon to 5 p.m.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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  October 21-October 27, 2014                                                                                             SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                       SPORTS SECTION

Carmel finished 13th out of  22 in the boys varsity III race but senior Benito Muniz was the lead harrier from start to finish, clocking in at 16:12.20 to win Section 1 Coaches & Officials Invitational at Bowdoin Park.

Muniz is 
Money 

Carmel
 Trotter 

Wins 
Coaches

 Invite
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Yorktown, Somers, Panas Qualify for Class A Playoffs
Mahopac to Face New Ro’ in Class AA Opening Round
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The playoffs are upon us, folks, and 
there are several local teams with a 
legit shot at contending for the Class 
A crown, including both top-seeded 
Yorktown and No.2 Somers who will 
host their respective opening-round 
games this Friday (7:00 p.m.). Panas 
will hit the road for its playoff game, 
giving us three Class A hopefuls from 
the NWE-area who hope to still be 
playing on November 8th, the date of 
the sectional championship. Class AA 
Mahopac will represent Putnam County 
in the playoffs.
CLASS A 

John Jay’s goal was to contain 
Yorktown junior RB Nick Santavicca, 
among the leaders in Section 1 rushing 
this season. And while the Indians did 
indeed bottle up the 5’8” Santavicca, 
they opened the door for Yorktown QB 
Ryan Baker to expose the Jay secondary 
in the Huskers’ 27-14 league-title-
clinching over the host Indians last 
Friday night.

Baker, the unheralded 5’8” speedster, 
connected on 11 of 13 passes for 143 yards 
and a TD pass to Matt Varriano, which 
gave the Huskers a 27-7 lead with 5:26 left 
in the third.

Santavicca, RB Ryan Brandt and RB 
Michael Dedvukaj added TD runs and 
the state-ranked (No.10) Huskers (7-0) 
locked up their second league title under 
Coach Mike Rescigno, plus a No.1 seed in 
the upcoming Section 1 Class A playoffs  
this week.

Yorktown, the No.1 seed from League 
A, will host No.4-B Nyack this Friday (7 

p.m.) in what used to be a classic playoff 
matchup throughout much of the ‘90s; 
when Yorktown was winning four Section 
1 titles from 1993-98 and a pair of state 
jewels (‘93-‘94).

The Huskers made two defensive 
stands inside the 5-yard line in the final 
14 minutes to preserve the victory and 
Husker DE Dan Del Bene was in on 
several crucial stops.

“We practiced this week the hardest 
we’ve practiced all season,” Del Bene said. 
“Everyone was really serious, very little 
joking around. We were all business. We 
set the bar very high at the beginning of 
the season and this league title was one of 
our goals. But we want to achieve more 
and be the best that we can be. I don’t plan 
on stopping any time soon.”

John Jay Coach Jimmy Clark admitted 
his team was essentially one-dimensional 
on account of an injury to senior QB Ryan 

Lee, who suffered a hand injury 
the week before against Fordham 
Prep and was limited to running 
the ball against Yorktown. With 
Lee forced to play halfback most 
of the night, WR/QB Hunter 
Keech took over under center; 
thus the Indians lost their lone 
significant receiving threat and 
Yorktown would not be run on.

“Our defense has probably 
been the most underrated and 
least talked about,” Yorktown 
Coach Mike Rescigno said. 
“People like to talk about offense 
but our defense is the real deal. 
They decided to take a couple of 
players away from us on offense, 
and I thought Baker stepped up 

and played well for us. That’s why this 
is a team game.  We do have something 

special going on here. That’s been our 
mantra: to play for each other and 
there’s nothing they wouldn’t do for 
each other. I honestly feel like I’m in 
my house, with my family when we’re 
together. It makes me feel like I have 
the best job in the world.”

The No.1A Yorktown – No.4B 
Nyack survivor will challenge the 
No.2B Sleepy Hollow vs. No.3A John 
Jay winner in the sectional semis.

“We’re all zero and zero now going 
in to the playoffs,” John Jay Coach 
Jimmy Clark said, “but that Yorktown 
team is good, really good up front. 
I was very impressed by their 
linebackers, too. Hopefully, we get 
another crack at them when we’re at 
full strength, no excuses though; they 
were the better team tonight and they 
made the big stops when they had to.”

DLs Logan Peters, Del Bene, Justin 
Vega and Andrew Wasila threw up a 
brick wall up front, combining for 27 

tackles and five sacks, including 
two apiece by Del Bene and 
Wasila.

SOMERS (6-1) locked up the 
No.2 seed in League A and will 
face No.3 Panas from League 
B Friday at 7:00 p.m. So we 
have the state-ranked (No.12) 
Tuskers, the most consistent 
Class A program in Section 
1 the last decade, against a 
schizophrenic Panther program 
that shocked Sleepy Hollow, 
25-21, in Week 6 and jumped 
Nyack in the standings.

PANAS (4-3) gave Somers its 
toughest out last season in a 29-
26 Tusker triumph in the semis 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook
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Grid Notebook

The Yorktown D makes a goal line stand against Jay QB Ryan Lee.

Yorktown DB Ryan Cegielski sticks Jay RB Foti in 
27-14 Husker win last Friday.

Yorktown RB Nick Santavicca lines up a block from Joey 
Costella in 27-14 win over John Jay last Friday.

Husker RB Ryan Brandt scored a TD in 27-14 
win over John Jay.

Yorktown QB Ryan Baker gains the edge on Jay DB Hunter 
Keech in 27-14 Husker victory.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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and Panther QB Justin Lee, who threw 
for 227 yards and three touchdowns to 
beat Sleepy Hollow, will test the Somers 
secondary early and often this Friday night 
in the playoff rematch. Lee also rushed for 

50 yards. Defensively, Lee chalked up a 
pair of sacks, including one to seal it in 
the final minutes, and recovered a fumble. 
Lee’s go-ahead 62-yard touchdown pass to 
Jared Reyes was a running spiral that sent 
Panas into the Class A playoffs. 

Panas rushed for 212 yards, mostly on 
the strength of junior RB Joey DeLuca, 
who went for 117 yards on 19 carries, 
including a TD. He added a team-best 

10 tackles on the other side. Somers will 
load up to halt DeLuca, which might free 
up WR Nayquan Harris, who had three 
grabs for a 104 yards and an 85-yard TD. 
WR Jared Reyes caught two TD passes, 
including a 62-yarder as the Panthers 
erased a three-TD deficit. The prolific 
Panas offense will face its toughest test of 
the season against a Tusker defense led by 
junior DL Tom Castelluccio, who might 
just be good enough to play at the next 

level. 
Somers comes in having crushed 

BREWSTER, 49-24, behind a sterling 
effort from senior FB Timmy Fazzinga. 
Fazzinga rushed for 122 yards and three 

scores. RBs Joe 
Spor and Andrew 
Gross each scored 
for the Tuskers, 
who will utilize 
their vastly 
superior depth to 
wear down Panas. 

“We’re not ready 
yet but we will be,” 
said Fazzinga, 
who has six TDs 
in the last three 
games and over 
118 yards the last 
four games. “We 
just need to have 
a good week of 
practice. It’s going 
to be a tough 
game and we’re 
looking forward 

to the challenge. The 
O-line came out strong and played great. 
I had all the room in the world to run. 
Nick Mignoli at tackle Dan Rannekleiv at 
center and Brenden Smith at tackle were 
great.”

Somers gashed the Bears (2-5) for 319 
yards with nine different ball carriers 
toting at a 7.6 yards per clip. Brewster, 
which scored twice in the fourth quarter, 
rushed for just 53 yards, so they relied on 

the big arm of QB 
Matt Catalano, who 
fired for 338 yards 
and two TD passes. 
He also rushed for a 
score.

So Panas has to like 
the fact that Somers 
can be thrown on 
this season, which 
is atypical for the 
two-time reigning 
sectional champions, 
who saw its special 
teams produce a pair 
of TDs, including a 
98-yard return from 
slick sophomore 
Messiah Horne and 
an 87-yarder by Spor.

The No.1B Rye 
vs. No.4A Beacon 

winner will face the No.2A Somers- No.3B 
Panas winner in the sectional semis on 
Halloween weekend. We like Somers and 
Yorktown to survive and advance.
CLASS AA

MAHOPAC BACK IN HUNT
The Mahopac Indians (5-2) are back in 

the playoffs for the first time since 2010, 
courtesy of a 35-13 stomping of defending 
Class AA champion White Plains, which 
has fallen on seriously hard times at 1-6.

The fourth-
seeded Indians’ 
reward is top-seeded 
New Rochelle this 
Saturday at 2:00 
p.m. The winner 
will challenge the 
A r l i ng t on / Nor t h 
Rockland winner 
in the semis on 
Halloween weekend.

Mahopac senior 
RB Max Littleton 
busted into beast 
mode, scoring 
three TDs to lead a 
devastating rushing 
attack. QB Dan Foley 
and RB Charles 
Heady also found paydirt for the Indians, 
who were defeated by New Rochelle in the 
2010 Section 1 championship.

The Indians will need to be at 
their absolute best against one of the 
premier programs in the state, currently  
ranked No.3.

Brewster’s Joe Petrogallo is tackled by Somers’ Pat Cousin.

Somers RB Joe Spor is off  to the house in Tusker win over Brewster.

Somers RB Tyler DeVito is wrapped up by Brewster’s Joe Guida.

Tusker RB Matt Morgante is dragged down by Brewster’s Kevin Heintz.

Somers FB Timmy Fazzinga eludes Brewster’s Frank Tavolilla (2) and Matt Gargano.

Correction
The NWE sports staff failed to mention a goal scored 
by Hen Hud's Anton Sterlini in last week's edition. We 
regret having done so. 
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By A.J. Martelli
Last Thursday night rivals Lakeland and 

Panas matched up for the second time 
this season, the Hornets having stung the 
Panthers to the tune of a 3-0 win back on 
Oct. 2. Yet Lakeland boss Tim Hourahan 
knew full well Panas coach Brendan 
Horton was going to be ready for the 
second duel on Panas turf, and thanks 
to a brilliant five-goal eruption by sniper 
Johnny Denis, the Hornets were able to 
knock off the Panthers 6-3 to sweep the 
season series and claim a share of the 
league title.

Hourahan was, in a word, amazed 
by Denis’s offensive outburst, which is 
believed to be a school record.

“It was certainly the most (goals) in one 
game in my 10 years coaching varsity,” 
he said. “Crazy thing is, Johnny had four 
goals in two other games this year, and it 
was his sixth hat trick of the season.”

Denis now has 31 goals and has netted 
the most Hourahan has seen since his 
assistant coach Nick Jerussi scored 27 
and 28 in the 2005 and 2006 seasons, 
respectively. Denis may also be closely 
approaching historic territory, according 
to the head coach.

“We’re working on confirming that the 
school record is 33 (goals) in a season,” 
Hourahan added, noting it belongs to 
former All-NYS star Andy Mackiewicz. 

The Hornets started strong, shredding 
the midfield to hold a 5-3 lead at the half, 
which somewhat surprised Hourahan.

“I could see we had some tired legs 
especially on defense, but give Coach 
Brendan Horton credit for really 

continuing to attack us in the first half, 
which led to a really odd halftime lead of 
5-3,” he said.

Jordan Fein netted the Hornets’ sixth 
goal; he and Denis receiving plenty of 
help. Assists were dished out by Nick Foci, 
Matias Prando, Dhruv Girgenti, and Mike 
O’Driscoll. 

In goal Javier Gonzalez and Marcos 
Andrino split time for Lakeland. They 

each made two saves but found it 
difficult to stop Panther striker Matt 
Kelly, who scored two goals for the 
Panthers. The Hornet keepers were 
able to settle down, though, and pitch 
a shutout over the final 40 minutes.

“I thought we played a cleaner 
second half with much fewer 
mistakes,” Hourahan said. “We 
were able to keep the ball for longer 
stretches of time.”

Lakeland (11-3-1) will now set 
its sights on the postseason. The 
Hornets have enough talent to 
make a run in a wide open Class A 
tournament, and perhaps go deeper 
into the sectionals this time around, 
after a 2-0 loss to Keio in last year’s 
Class A quarterfinals.

HENDRICK HUDSON cruised 
to a 6-1 win over CROTON last 
Tuesday on the strength of a hat trick 
from Aidan Datene. The Sailors ran 
into a bit of trouble this past Friday 
against Hastings, however, dropping 
a 4-0 decision on the road.

“Hastings played well, 
they deserved to win,” 
Sailors coach Chris 
Cassidy said of his team’s 
results this past week. 
“We did not give the 
effort we are accustomed 
to bringing. Hastings was 
more committed.” 

The Sailors finished 
10-3-2, and with Datene 
leading them alongside 
Miguel Perez, Hen Hud 
poses a threat to any and 
all comers in the Class A 
playoffs after securing a 
share of the league title 
with Lakeland.

Hen Hud was originally 
slated to take on CARMEL 
this past Saturday 
morning, but instead 
of a dogfight with the 
Sailors, the Rams found 
themselves in a laser show 
with MAHOPAC. The 
Rams had a commanding 
3-1 lead at halftime on 
account of sensational 
shooter Sebastian Lopez, 

who scored two goals and threw in an 
assist. Ryan Lankafel and Andrew Wilder 
gave Carmel four goals. 

But the Indians didn’t back down, 
fighting their way back with a stunning 
four-goal performance by Brett Matos to 
knot it up, helped by a three-assist showing 
from Ray Arcieri. With four minutes left 
Mahopac goalie Mike Bernardi, who had 
already stopped 13 Ram shots on goal, 
took a free kick from 65 yards out.

Somehow the bullet fired all the way 
down field, and found its way into the 
back of the Carmel net, giving the keeper 
the go-ahead goal to secure a 5-4 win for 
the tribe. 

“It was a game I’ll remember – that’s 
for sure,” Bernardi said. “I thought it was 
a great way to end the season and head 
into sectionals. Hopefully, we will be able 
to keep this momentum going forward. 
I’m very proud of the way my team fought 
back and never gave up. It speaks volumes 
about our character.

“We may not be the best team, but we do 
have the most heart,” he added. “Carmel 
came out hot and we started the game 
flat. Brett Mattos and Ray Arcieri were on 
fire and combined together for four goals 
and three assists. They really stepped up 
and showed leadership. I’m just happy I 
was able to contribute at the end. I’m very 
proud of my team and excited to go into 
sectionals, into battle.”

With its recent string of success, 

Mahopac will look to go a little further 
than last year. The Indians were edged in 
the 2013 Class AA quarterfinals, falling 
1-0 to John Jay-East Fishkill.   

Mahopac wasn’t the only Putnam area 
team to end the regular season with a bang. 
Defending Class C champion HALDANE 
ripped off three straight shutout wins to 
finish the 2014 campaign. Last Tuesday 
the Blue Devils shut down Hamilton 3-0, 
and then went on to blank YMA 4-0 on 
senior night. 

Finally on Saturday morning Haldane 
put PEEKSKILL on lockdown 2-0 to 
conclude the regular season with a 10-6 
clip, although Blue Devils coach Ahmed 
Dwidar felt the Red Devils put up one 
of the toughest fights he’s seen from an 
opposing Peekskill team.

“I thought that was the best Peekskill 
game we played,” he said. “You look at the 
past years – they were the best team I’ve 
seen. It was really physical, but it was a 
good win to end the season.”

Aidan Draper and Seth Warren ensured 
the beating of Peekskill, throwing in a 
goal apiece. With the regular season now 
at an end, Dwidar feels his boys are battle-
tested, and knows they are focused on 
defending their crown in the sectionals.

“If you look at the schedule we played, 
we only played two schools that are in 
our class; the rest were AA or B,” he said. 
“To come out with 10 wins and six losses 
is pretty good for a small school like 
Haldane.

“I’m really proud of the boys, they played 
well at the end of the season, but now that 
it’s over, we work on the sectionals. We’re 
going to be in top shape going in.”
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Lakeland senior Cole Unmann and Panas sophomore Rob Rohan get 
some air to play ball in 6-3 Hornet win.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Denis Powers Lakeland Past Panas; Hen Hud Falls to Hastings
Mahopac Upsets Carmel; Haldane Finishes Strong

Lakeland senior Cullen Malzo is hunted by Panas senior 
Tom Gallery in Hornets’ 6-3 win over host Panthers last 
Thursday.

 Lakeland’s Dante Caputi plays head ball in 6-3 
win over Panas.
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Field Hockey Notebook

Class B Champ Lakeland Knocks off Class A Heavy Mamaroneck
Mahopac Rebounds to Stun Rye, 3-2
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

It was “Do or Die Day” last Wednesday 
on the local field hockey circuit for both 
five-time reigning NYS Class B champion 
Lakeland and Class A hopeful Mahopac 
with each team taking on a significant 
challenge from down-county perennial 
Section 1 powers.

Both Coach Sharon Sarsen’s Hornets 
and Coach Dona DiMaggio’s Indians 
survived the titanic challenges as each 
came away victorious.

Nationally-ranked (No.5) Lakeland won 
its 45th straight game, defeating Northeast-
ranked (No.4) Mamaroneck, 1-0, on a goal 
from senior sniper Molly Fitzpatrick off 
a feed from Meghan Fahey. Senior goalie 
Alex Halpin stood on her head to make a 
season-high nine crucial saves. Her split 
save and jumping stick save over the top of 
the cage highlighted her play.

“The one and only Molly Fitzpatrick 
strikes again,” Coach Sarsen said of the 
Fitzpatrick tally, the only goal the Tigers 
have surrendered this season. “We stole 
one tonight. Alex had a few incredible 
saves, but that’s why she’s back there. She 

was great. Mamaroneck is real 
good. We had things in good shape 
first half. We were in control I felt, 
but second half they were really 
good.”

Lakeland added a 6-0 win over 
Carmel on senior night. Fitzpatrick 
added three more goals, giving her a 
team-high 29 for the season. Junior 
M Dana Bozek added a goal and 
two assists for the Hornets. Emily 
Power (1A) and Brianna Muniz 
each added a goal for the Hornets, 
who will enter the post season as 
the No.1 seed and nothing but a 
sectional title on their mind. The 
finals will be contested at Brewster 
on November 6th.

Meanwhile, Mahopac, still 
smarting from a 6-0 loss to 
Lakeland, recovered quickly and 
sent Class B title-hopeful Rye home 
with a 3-2 setback after senior Jane 
Kasparian scored her second of the 
game with a shade over 4:00 left.

“It was such an intense game,” 
Mahopac senior goalie Nicole 
Amerling said after making five 
saves.

Kasparian was joined by Emily 
Westin in the scoring column and 
Tara Kirby registered an assist.

The win against Rye, perhaps the 
third best program in Section 1 the 
last decade or so, should bolster Mahopac’s 

confidence and foster the belief in the 
notion that the Indians might have what it 

takes to meet up with Mamaroneck in the 
Class A title game in early November.

Mahopac senior Jane Kasparian scored the game-winning goal for the Indians in a 3-2 triumph of  Class B 
powerhouse Rye.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Lakeland G Alex Halpin made nine saves, several 
of  the incredible variety, in the Hornets’ 1-0 win 
over Mamaroneck.

Brewster 2nd at Section 1 Coaches Invite

It’s been an incredible season for the state-ranked (No.5) Brewster Bears cross country team, which took second place – behind North Rockland – in the 
Section 1 Coaches and Officials Invitational at Bowdoin Park last Saturday. The team battle between Brewster and Tappan Zee is getting more interesting 
as well, as the Dutchmen slowly close the gap in Class B for Section 1. Brewster’s Kevin Hazelwood finished third and paced the Bears in the Varsity 3 
race, which was won by Carmel’s Benito Muniz (16:12.20), Fellow Ram Sawyer Maher was second (16:41.86) but Carmel tailed off  significantly after that. 
Brewster’s Mike Delfay (17:36.92) and Eric Fedio (17:44.11) were 19th and 20th, respectively. Brewster had six runners in the top 30, including Sean 
DeGaray, Luca Riolo and Erik Jacobsen.  – BY RAY GALLAGHER

Kevin Hazelwood Erik Jacobsen Eric Fedio
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She’s Making a Di� erence for All the Right Reasons

Preserved Putnam’s high Aa2 
Moody’s bond rating

Upholding 2% tax cap while 
� ghting Albany mandates

Creating economic opportunities 
for Main Street through 
public-private partnerships



Protecting the Second 
Amendment for citizens

One Army on the War on 
Addiction
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