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By David Propper
Getting an earlier start than he 

did in 2012, Democrat Andrew Falk 
announced his intention to run for the 
94th assembly seat, a position currently 
held by Republican Steve Katz.

Falk, in a statement, announced his 
candidacy for the seat, vowing to focus 
on the needs of the middle class if elected. 
Right now in the state legislature, Falk 
claims the middle class isn’t getting the 
attention it needs. 

Falk said he’d fight for real tax relief 
that doesn’t shift the burden by fully 
funding new legislation at the state level 
so local taxes don’t increase. He also 
wants to eliminate regional taxes like the 
MTA tax. 

Additionally, Falk is proposing a 15 

percent state tax credit for every new 
employee hired by a business that would 
assist companies offset the risks they take 
when expanding their workforce.  Finally, 
Falk wants to connect recent graduates 
from regional schools with local business 
to sustain economic growth. 

And as far as Falk is concerned, he’d be 
able to do more in Albany than Katz has 
done in his first term as an assemblyman. 
He called Katz “politically impotent.” 
Falk considers Katz to be “out of touch” 
and “extreme.”

“Anything he advocates for doesn’t have 
any chance of passing,” Falk said of Katz. 
“He’s been ineffective as a legislator.” 

In an article in The Journal News, 
Falk also noted how Katz has been a 

By David Propper 
A federal court upheld most, but not 

all of New York State’s SAFE Act, leaving 
state officials within Putnam County with 
a mixed reaction to the ruling. 

Gun advocates boasted a small victory 
when Judge William Skretny in Buffalo 
ruled it was unconstitutional for the state 
to limit loading only seven bullets in a 
firearm. But that was the only noticeable 
win for gun advocates like Republican 
assemblyman Steve Katz and senator Greg 
Ball, both who represent parts of Putnam 
County. 

Skretny upheld almost every other part 
of the controversial SAFE Act, including 
a ban on large-capacity magazines and 
restrictions on the sale of some semi-
automatic rifles. His argument centered 

on public safety for keeping the provisions 
in. 

When reached for comment, Katz 
said he’s currently looking into the 
ramifications of the ruling, but noted how 
happy he was the seven bullet limit was 
seen as unconstitutional. Going forward, 
Katz hopes other provisions are taken out, 
enough that the law would be repealed or 
severely amended. 

“Because of the nature of the legislature 
right now, I would say it precludes any 
chance of a repeal in Albany,” Katz said. 
“So I’m hoping that ultimately as we go 
forward other cases will be ruled on in our 
favor.”

Both sides have already stated their 
plan to appeal the ruling, since the judge 

Falk to Run for 94th 
State Assembly Seat

State Officials in Putnam 
React to SAFE Act Ruling

By David Propper 
On the eve of a New Year in Putnam 

County, three legislators, a long 
time sheriff and a Democratic state 
Supreme Court judge were all sworn 
into office last Tuesday at the historic 
County Courthouse.

Carl Albano of District 5, Roger 
Gross of District 6 and Kevin Wright 
of District 9, as well as Sheriff Don 
Smith all took the oath of office, 
vowing to work for the constituents 
within the county. Victor Grossman, 
who was elected to the New York State 
Supreme Court in the 9th district, 
was also officially sworn in at the 
ceremony.

Albano, accompanied by some of his 

County Officials Sworn in to Start 
New Year in Putnam County
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Kevin Wright, who represents District 9, is sworn in.
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Don Smith is sworn in for a fourth term as county sheriff.
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didn’t give a slam-dunk win to either side. 
A spokesperson for Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman said the state would seek to 
defend the SAFE Act in appeals court. 

Katz said he believes Governor Andrew 
Cuomo has realized he created a problem 
for himself by passing the strict gun laws 
quickly. 

“I would imagine that his response will 
be pretty sotto voce,” Katz added.

Katz held a SAFE Act informational 
forum this past October and since the new 
gun laws have been passed last year, he’s 

been very critical of state and Cuomo.
Ball, another harsh critic, said in a 

statement he’s glad the court realized the 
seven bullet limit was an arbitrary number 
and not constitutional. He called the seven 
bullet limit “idiotic at best” turning law 
abiding citizens into criminals. 

“The entire law is an affront to our 
second amendment and our constitutional 
freedoms,” Ball stated. “Passed in the dark 
of night, this law was rushed through the 
legislature and did not go through the 
typical airing which would have allowed 
the public and my fellow legislators to 

see the obvious flaws in the wording and 
structure of the bill.”

He also was once again critical of 
Cuomo, stating, “This bill was written 
with the saving of one, and only one, life 
in mind. The political life of a Governor 
who wants to be President.”

A gun control advocacy group, New 
York Against Gun Violence (NYAGV) 
expressed its disappointment with the part 
of the ruling regarding the seven-bullet 
limit being thrown out. 

“Under the Judge’s ruling, there is no 
question that New York can regulate 

the size of a magazine based on its 
determination of how to improve public 
safety,” part of the statement said. “Thus, 
it does not make any sense that it could 
not likewise determine the appropriate 
number of bullets.”

“It is difficult to argue, as Judge Skretny 
does, that the seven-round limit is 
“arbitrary” since New York City has a five-
bullet limit and the federal government, 
before the assault weapons ban expired 
in 2004, imposed a ten-bullet limit,” the 
statement later read.

One aspect both sides have in common 
is the continued fight to keep or repeal the 
SAFE Act.

“I think this has a long way to go,” Katz 
said. “Because passions are high on both 
sides.”

State Officials in Putnam React to SAFE Act Ruling
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By David Propper 
A major shift in the Town of Kent 

officially began last Wednesday when 
new supervisor Maureen Fleming was 
sworn into office, along with newly 
elected councilman Bill Huestis. 

In front of a packed town hall, residents 
celebrated the beginning of a new era in 
Kent government after voters made a 
clear statement back in November they 
wanted change. Fleming and Huestis 
both expressed their excitement going 
into the New Year. 

Fleming, who ran and beat incumbent 
supervisor Katherine Doherty soundly, 
vowed to find more ways to give citizens 
a voice in 2014. After being critical 
of the past administration’s lack of 
transparency, Fleming said that’s a major 
shift she wants to see this year. 

“We’re going to open up all town 
meetings to comments from people in 
attendance,” she said. “We’re going to 
have comments at workshops, comments 
a town board meetings. We want to hear 
what the people want.”

Two projects Fleming is inheriting 
is the current sewer project underway 
and the construction of a cell tower at 
Smokey Hollow Court. Fleming said 
the town is currently being sued for the 
placement of the cell tower and she’ll 
be monitoring it closely. And for the 
sewer district, which faced controversy, 

Fleming said it’s already going in and the 
board must make sure procedures are 
followed. 

Fleming said keeping taxes low is also 
a priority and she wants “at the end of 
the year people just as happy as they are 
today.”

As for Huestis, one of his focuses is 
fighting the drug problem currently 
going on in the town and county. He said 
he wants to start a campaign working 
with the Carmel School District to get 
parents educated about the danger of 
drug use. 

“We don’t want to see kids getting into 
trouble because there’s a drug issue,” 
Huestis said.

Finding grant money for the town 
to use, as a way to keep taxes low and 
push economic development is also 
important, Huestis said.  

“We’re one of the highest taxed areas 
in the county,” Huestis said. “But when 
there’s a grant possibility, I think we 
need to explore all avenues as long as it 
matches a need we may have.”

Among the other officials sworn is 
was former legislature chairman Richard 
Othmer as highway superintendent 
after he won an uncontested race. The 
other newly elected councilman, Paul 
Denbaum couldn’t make the ceremony 
but he’ll be sworn in at the first meeting 
of the New Year.

a New era in Town of Kent Officially Underway

Maureen Fleming takes the oath of  office at Kent Town Hall last Wednesday.

Bill Huestis stands tall as he is sworn in with plenty of  family members surrounding him.

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web:  www.sclafanioil.com
Ask us anything at www.sclafanioil.com/blog

Ultra low sulfur heating oil, biofuel, propane, diesel 
and gasoline. Call us today for the lowest prices 

with the highest quality! 

Sclafani 
         Oil & Propane

Breezie wants to be 
loved and cherished! 

Adopt her at:   
  

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

BreezieÊ

www.puthumane.org  

TheÊPutnam   
HumaneÊSocietyÊ



January 7 - January 13, 2014 The Putnam Examiner4

family and sworn in by county judge 
James Reitz, said “he’ll do is absolute 
best” during his second term in office. 

“We have a great group of people 
here and I see 2014 as being a great 
year,” Albano said. “There are a lot of 
good things coming up. We’re due for 
a big change in this world.”

Gross, who was joined by his wife 
and sworn in by Town of Southeast 
clerk Michele Stancati, said he’s excited 
to finally work with the legislature for 
a full term. After thanking a slew of 
people for getting reelected, Gross 
pledged residents in his district and 
the county would be “provided with 
services and support they need to 
make their life and their well being 
improved as we go along.”

Gross called Southeast the “engine 
of Putnam County.”

“I am optimist,” Gross said. “And I 
look forward to 2014. I’m energized, 
I’m enthusiastic about a three-year 
term.”

And then Wright, who was with 
some of his family and sworn in by 
county judge James Rooney, noted 
how this is his second go-around with 
legislature. Wright recalled how he 
was sworn in as a public official for 
the first time in the same location 

in 1980. And in 1989, in the old 
courthouse, Wright was sworn in as 
Putnam County District Attorney. 

“A lot of good things have happened 
to me in this room,” Wright said. 

Smith, who was joined by his 
wife and sworn in by former county 
executive Robert Bondi, said the 
calling to run for the sheriff ’s office 
was stronger in 2013 than it was when 
he originally ran in 2001. 

Smith said all the elected officials 
within the county have a challenge 
because throughout the United States, 
voters’ confidence in their government 
is at an “all time low.”

“They elect public officials and after 
the campaign is over, they feel like 
they’re forgotten,” Smith said. 

“This oath ceremony is not about 
us,” Smith added. “It’s about the 
people of Putnam County.”

Last, but not least, Grossman, who 
was sworn in by Town of Kent judge 
Peter Collins, said when he served on 
the legislature, despite him and his 
colleagues having political differences, 
they always worked through that to 
get necessary work done in the county.

“My courthouse doors will always 
be open to those who seek a fair and 
impartial administration of justice,” 
Grossman said.

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
Carl Albano (above) and Roger Gross (below) are two incumbent legislators sworn in during last Tuesday’s 
ceremony.
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By David Propper 
With lit candles in hand and glassy 

eyes, more than 100 Westchester residents 
mourned last Friday’s loss of life at a 
Newtown, Conn. elementary school 
during a vigil Sunday night at Waterfront 
Park in Dobbs Ferry. 

On a rainy evening, people gathered 
for the hour-long vigil and Not One 
Child More march to comfort each other 
and show support for the victims of the 
rampage inside Sandy Hook Elementary 
School that left 26 people dead, 20 of them 
children. 

The vigil started at the park before 
the crowd marched through downtown 
streets until they reached the holiday tree 
and menorah between Cedar Street and 
Main Street. 

Dobbs Ferry resident and parent 
Deirdre Constant said when she heard the 
news on Friday she began to cry. Constant 
said she never imagined sending her 
children to school and have to worry 
about their safety.  

“I can’t believe someone can look 
into the face of a child and shoot them,” 
Constant said. “I cannot believe these 
little children were shot multiple times. I 
don’t understand the level of insanity of 
it.”

Friends Jean Lucasey and Gabrielle 
Mason talked immediately following the 
shooting and wondered where they could 
go to mourn with others. The pair decided 
to organize their own vigil. Most people 
can relate to the immense loss the families 
in Newtown are dealing with, Lucasey 

said.
“Their heart goes out to the families and 

they put themselves in their shoes and it’s 
devastating,”  she said. “It’s devastating.”

Mason, a Dobbs Ferry resident and 
mother, said she hopes lawmakers heed 
the message to change laws affecting gun 

control that “enable people to take out 
children in a second.”

“Every child comes with hundreds 
of people that love them,” Mason said. 
“You’ve ripped apart families and 
communities forever and that cannot 
come back.”

Two local lawmakers, Assemblyman 
Thomas Abinanti (D-Pleasantville) and 
Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner, also 
attended the vigil and march. Both of 
them advocated for tighter gun control. 

 “I think with rallies like this I think 
elected officials have to do what they think 
is right and not be afraid of the NRA or 
the politics,” Feiner said. “It’s not really 
politics they should be concerned with, it 
what’s right for children and safety.” 

While a push for gun control was 
discussed during the night, mourning for 
the suffering families was the main focus. 
Donald Vitagliano said it was comforting 
to know so many like-minded people 
attended and mourned together.

“Our children are our lives. You don’t 
know that feeling until you’re a parent,” 
Vitagliano said. “And to lose a child in a 
tragedy like this, I don’t even know how 
these people will continue to live and 
struggle though this.”

Support for victims of  Newtown shooting was shown during a local vigil Sunday night.

Vigil Held to Mourn Victims of Newtown School Shooting
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By David Propper 
For the Town of Philipstown, the year 

2013 brought many hardships. As two 
incumbents and one newcomer to local 
government got sworn in last Wednesday, 
there was a burst of optimism for a better 
New Year. 

Supervisor Richard Shea, 2nd term 
board member John Van Tassel, and 1st 
time board member Michael Leonard all 
took the oath of office, with state senator 
Terry Gipson swearing the three officials in. 

Shea and Van Tassel in interviews after 
the ceremony recalled how difficult the past 
year has been for the town and also each 

board member. 
Van Tassel said each board member 

suffered the lost of a loved one, whether it 
was a husband, father or mother. The most 
notable was the sudden death of board 
member Nancy Montgomery’s husband 
James Lovell, who was killed when an MTA 
train derailed on its way to New York City 
in November.

“It seems all we did was go to funerals 
and wakes,” Van Tassel said. “I heard 
somebody say that they fell in love with this 
town all over again because of the reaction. 
But we’re looking for better times in 2014.”

Shea, who said during the ceremony this 

was largest audience he’s witnessed since 
being a public official in the town, said the 
community has shown great strength and 
character through all the adversity. 

“It really makes you proud to be able to 
serve a community like this,” Shea said. 
“This is a great town.”

Shea added Montgomery has done 
“amazingly well” since losing her husband.

As for the government side of affairs, 
each official has ideas going into their term 
and a new year. 

Leonard said a big issue the town 
will face is the moratorium on the wind 
turbines that imposed a 6-month ban on 

the project until May 20. The controversial 
energy project is one in which Leonard said 
the board will need to get input from both 
sides. 

Van Tassel said trying to balance the dirt 
roads in the town with the economical, 
ecological and public safety impact is 
another issue the board could face. 

Shea said with a balanced budget and 
surplus in funds, Philipstown is doing 
much better than other communities. 

“There are always challenges with the 
budget, there are always challenges with 
infrastructure,” Shea said. “But we’re going 
to do the best with what we have.” 

Shea takes the oath of office as Van Tassel and Leonard look on. Supervisor Richard Shea and councilmen John Van Tassel and Michael Leonard all pose with NYS senator 
Terry Gipson following their swearing in ceremony.

After Rough 2013, Philipstown Looks For Better Times in New Year
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By Rick Pezzullo
In order to prepare for the bone 

chilling temperatures of winter and 
the Hudson River, participants in the 
second annual Polar Plunge at the 
Riverfront Green in Peekskill on New 
Year’s Day took different approaches.

Christine Bischoff, 31, of Peekskill, 
returning for a second straight frigid 
dip, said she walked her dog in shorts 
and a t-shirt.

Dan Keegan, 40, of Peekskill, who 
admitted being talked into taking part 
in the fun festivities by friends at The 
Quiet Man, said he heard drinking 
whiskey before and after does the trick.

But as far as Joe Bruno, 26, of 
Peekskill, is concerned, there is nothing 
that can get someone ready for the 
experience.

“There’s really no way to prepare for 
this,” said Bruno, who raised $1,100 to 
benefit the This Is Me Foundation, the 
recipient of the Polar Plunge proceeds. 
“It should be fun. I’m looking forward 
to it.”

Since the icy river prevented an actual 
plunge into the Hudson, the 30 brave 
souls who signed up had to endure the 
next best thing: a cold blast of water 
from a fire house as they scrambled on 
the river edge in bathing suits, shorts 
and underwear.

Among those who stripped down 
were Lauren and Caitlin Brady, 
sisters and creators of the This is Me 
Foundation, which raises awareness 
about alopecia areata, an autoimmune 
disease that causes hair loss, which both 
were diagnosed with in high school.

In January 2011, after watching Miss 
Delaware 2010, Kayla Martell, take her 

wig off on National TV and explain 
she would compete in the 2011 Miss 
America pageant wearing a wig, as 
she too had alopecia, the Brady sisters 
decided they needed to do something 
to inspire others just as Martell had 
done for them. Three weeks later, 
on February 12, 2011, “This Is Me” 
was born as a two-and-a half minute 
YouTube PSA. The video was created to 
not only raise awareness about alopecia, 
but to try and inspire anyone who faces 
any insecurity.

In January 2012, the Brady sisters 
began giving six $500 scholarships 
as part of “This Is Me.” The college 
scholarships are awarded to high school 
seniors at Walter Panas and Peekskill 
enrolled in college who have displayed 
leadership skills while having faced 
adversity of any kind or helped others 
through adversity.

“The scholarships are presented in 
honor of our dear friends Ryan Risco 
and Cait Chivonne Polhill who left this 
world far too soon, but forever instilled 
in us their support and kindness as we 
faced our own adversity,” the Brady 
sisters said. “We face each day with 
them in mind and use their legacies to 
inspire us to help others.”

The first Polar Plunge in 2013, 
which attracted 13 participants, raised 
$2,400. This year, the event, which was 
witnessed by several 100 onlookers, 
raised more than $6,100, tripling the 
goal of $2,000.

“It’s a community effort, that’s for 
sure,” a grateful Lauren Brady said.

For more information on This 
Is Me Foundation, visit www.
thisismefoundation.com.

Brave Souls Take the 
Plunge in Peekskill 
for a Good Cause

hypocrite following his changing stance 
of legalizing marijuana after Katz was 
charged with marijuana possession and 
speeding on the New York State Thruway.  

In a statement responding to Falk’s 
intended candidacy, Katz said it was 
a “shame that my opponent, not even 
waiting a minute within announcing his 
challenge to me has already resorted to 
negative campaigning.” 

“It is this type of candidate, one 
devoid of ideas and only interested in a 
paycheck,” Katz stated “that makes me 
worry for the future of our great state.”

Katz went on to say he’s passed 
meaningful legislation that has helped 
veterans, women, cancer patients, 
seniors, municipalities, pet owners, and 
the middle class.  

Katz also went negative, claiming Falk 
has “consistently defended Sheldon Silver, 
Vito Lopez and the corruption that has 
covered up the abuse of women and the 
creation of a hostile work environment in 

our government.”
Falk said he wants to be clear he’s not 

running just to take on Katz. As of now, 
Falk also said he’s unaware of any other 
Democratic opponent that he might have 
to primary against and said he has broad 
support across the Democratic Party. 

Falk has already been endorsed by 
the Building and Construction Trade 
Council of Westchester and Putnam 
Counties, the same group that endorsed 
Republican and Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino during his 
campaign last year. 

He also noted he’s starting his 
campaign much earlier this election year. 
When he ran in 2012 he didn’t announce 
until May. 

“This is really a continuation of the last 
race,” Falk said. “I’ve been building on 
momentum from the 2012 race for the 
last year and I think the big difference is 
I’m getting in much earlier.”  

Falk to Run for 94th State 
Assembly Seat
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By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor

Multi-sport, indoor recreational 
facilities are popping up all over the place, 
but none of them in the Westchester/
Putnam County region are designed 
solely for the golfer, one of the more 
particular sportsmen known to man.

Golfers are very specific about their 
development and progressions, but 
most golfers in our area suffer through 
a significant five-month lull from 
November to March when ol’ man winter 
grips the region and forces the local duffer 
to fly south for a tee-time or just wait it 
out as the rust forms and stifles any and 
all progress.

Well, as a result of the newly-minted 
Back Nine Indoor Golf Center, those days 
are now gone. Westchester, Putnam and 
Dutchess counties golfers can dust off the 
clubs right now and head on over to The 
Back Nine Indoor Golf Center, located 
at 2050 East Main St. Route 6 (in the 
King Buffet strip mall), is a new source 
of entertainment for the area, which just 
opened on Dec. 16th. It offers state of-
the-art golf simulation, along with casual 
dining and a beautiful sports bar with 
several craft beer selections and the best 
in sports action. The Back Nine Indoor 
Golf center will not only provide a place 

for the avid golfer to play all year round 
(in leagues, no less), but also offers an 
opportunity for the new golfer to learn 
and improve their game, including 
lessons from local golf pros.

It offers something for everyone who 
loves golf or wants to become more than 
just your everyday hacker. Come play in a 
league, take a lesson, or just enjoy a night 
out with friends and family. Play the game 
you love no matter how bad the weather is 
outside, and choose from over 40 different 
courses, including championship courses 
such as Pebble Beach and St. Andrews. 
There’s no reason to book a costly trip to 
Florida or Myrtle Beach, when you can 

book a tee time at The Back Nine Indoor 
Golf for as little as $40 per hour.

“We were a little skeptical ourselves at 
first,” Back Nine co-owner Tim Peterson 
said of he and his partner, Tom Allen, 
who have been in the construction 
industry since graduating from Kennedy 
and Lakeland High School, respectively, 
in the mid-’80s. 

“Then we saw it for ourselves in 
Dutchess County and we saw how 
enthused the golfers were. We thought, 
‘This is it, there’s nothing like this in 
Westchester County. We’re all in’, so we 
expedited everything,” said Peterson, 
a former Putnam Valley native, now 

residing in Yorktown. “We’ve been in 
construction our whole lives, but we’ve 
also played a lot of golf, and we know 
what we can do with this concept. It’s 
family friendly, too.”

The Back Nine has a vast, family 
friendly menu, including breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. The owners understand that 
golfing can be a spur-of-the-moment 
addiction, so they are open seven days 
a week (Sunday: 8 am – 9 pm; Monday 
- Thursday: 8 am – 10 pm; Friday - 
Saturday: 8 am – 11 pm). Come on in 
for Happy Hour at The Back Nine when 
all draft beers are 25% off Mon-Fri from 
4-7 p.m. There are also Early Bird Golf 
Specials when you tee off before 10 a.m. 
and save 25%. 

“We want you to come the first time 
and keep coming back, so it’s important 
that we make an impression,” Peterson 
said. “If you like golf or just want a unique 
experience playing golf for the whole 
family, we’ve got you covered.”

For more information about how you 
can enjoy the Back Nine all year round 
regardless of the weather, call 914-739-
GOLF to book your tee times today or visit 
them at www.thebacknineindoorgolf.com. 
Leagues are starting up now, so don’t waste 
another minute. Get on a team, grab a 
foursome and book your tee-time. 

The Back Nine Indoor Golf Center
Cortlandt Manor

Business 

of the Week

NIKKI GALLAGHER PHOTOS
The two co-owners of  The Back Nine stand in their new facility.



January 7 - January 13, 2014 The Putnam Examiner8

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Laura Markowski
lmarkowski@theexaminernews.com
Associate Publisher

Peter Stone
pstone@theexaminernews.com 
Chief  Financial Officer

David Propper
dpropper@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief 

Neal Rentz
nrentz@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Ray Gallagher
rgallagher@theexaminernews.com
Sports Editor

Nikki Gallagher
nikki@theexaminernews.com
Community Calendar Editor

Bill Primavera
bprimavera@theexaminernews.com
Real Estate Editor

Dean Pacchiana
dpacchiana@theexaminernews.com
Page Designer

Dina Spalvieri
dspalvieri@theexaminernews.com
Ad Designer

Jeff  Ohlbaum
johlbaum@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Executive

Poppy Ganung
pganung@theexaminernews.com
Account Executive

Corinne Stanton
cstanton@theexaminernews.com
Media Consultant

Member of

Examiner
 M E D I A

Examiner
The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

also publishes 

Examiner
The PUTNAM

The Examiner

Examiner
WHITE PLAINSThe

Obituaries
Frederick William Kussin

Frederick William Kussin, III, 55, 
of Stormville, died on January 4. Mr. 
Kussin, III was born on March 8, 1958 
to Frederick William and Rosalie 
(Scerbo) Kussin, Jr., in Queens. On 
August 28, 1982 he married the love of 
his life, Susan Hassett in Shrub Oak. Mr. 
Kussin, III owned and operated Kent 
Countryside Nursery, in Carmel. He 
is survived by his devoted wife, Susan, 
his three loving children; Frederick 
IV, Michelle and Joseph, his brother; 
Richard and his sister; Karolyn Jacobs.

Visitation will begin on Wednesday, 
January 8, 2014 from 2:00 – 4:00 and 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. and again on Thursday, 
January 9, 2014 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Cargain Funeral 
Home. A Service will be held on 
Friday, January 10, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Funeral Home. Interment will be 
private.

Denise J. Cavanagh
Denise J. Cavanagh died December 

27 at the age of 88. Mrs. Cavanagh was 
born March 19, 1925 in the Bronx to 
Arthur and Yvonne (Okrent) O’Neill. 
She was married to the Late Matthew 
Cavanagh who pre-deceased her in 
2009. She worked as an administrative 
assistant for many years at Guidepost 
in Carmel. She was a member of the 
Red Hat Society and loved to garden 
and do quilting. She is survived by her 

loving son Christopher R. Cavanagh, 
and many cousins, nieces and nephews. 
The Funeral Mass has been changed 
to Saturday January 11 11:30 am at St 
James the Apostle Church. Interment 
to follow at Raymond Hill Cemetery.

Stella Ziembicki
Stella Ziembicki died December 27 

at the age of 93. She was born April 
30, 1920 in Warsaw Poland. Mrs. 
Ziembicki was a volunteer at The 
Jacobi Eye Center for twenty years. 
She was married to the late Richard 
Ziembicki. She is survived by her 
loving children Dorothy Spyrko and 
Robert Ziembicki, and two adoring 
grandchildren.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Editor David Propper at  
dpropper@theexaminernews.com.  
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Dear Taxpayer,
Furthering our commitment to 

an open and transparent County 
government, I am enclosing an itemized 
list showing where your property tax 
dollars will go pursuant to the 2014 
adopted County Budget.

 We believe it is important to note 
that out of every $100 of County 
property taxes raised, $73.31 goes to 
Federal and State mandated programs 
over which we in the County have no 
control. Medicaid ($9.72 out of every 
$100 collected) and Jail ($9.56 of every 
$100 collected) remain the top two 
mandates and account for almost 20% 
of your County property tax bill! In 
order that we may continue to provide 
vital services to you while remaining 
within the mandated tax cap, I ask that 
you join me in petitioning our Federal 
and State leaders to provide meaningful 
mandate relief as was promised to us 
when the property tax cap legislation 
was first passed.

Every County budget that my 

administration has proposed, after 
modification and adoption by the 
County Legislature, has stayed within 
the property tax cap. While only $29.69 
of every $100 of property taxes collected 
pays for non-mandated programs, over 
30% ($10.39) of these discretionary 
dollars fund vital Sheriff Department 
services such as road patrol, narcotics 
task forces, school resource officers 
and community policing programs. 
An additional $3.10 of that same 
$100 funds our Bureau of Emergency 
Services which includes E911 dispatch. 
We are committed to public safety and 
will continue to fund these essential 
services to the level that our resources 
will allow. Finally, another $3.75 of that 
$100 funds services provided by our 
Office for the Aging. We have declared 
2014 “The Year of the Senior Citizen” to 
honor those parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents who helped to build 
Putnam County and who volunteer 
their time and wisdom to make our 
community such a wonderful place to 

live.
In closing, please note that we will 

continue to operate a fiscally responsible 
and accountable County government, 
to provide vital services and to keep 
property taxes as low as possible. Since 
I took office, Westchester, Dutchess 
and Rockland counties have seen 
their bond rating lowered by Moody’s 
Investors Service. Putnam, however, 
has maintained its strong Aa2 rating. 
Every day we explore and implement 
cost-saving efficiencies to improve 
services for you. For example, we 
expect that ideas generated by our 
Transportation Task Force will improve 
the transit mobility of our residents at 
a substantially reduced cost. Further 
details will be forthcoming in the weeks 
ahead.

If you have any questions regarding 
these or any other issues, please feel free 
to contact my office.

MaryEllen Odell
Putnam County Executive 

Letter to the Editor
Odell Breaks Down 2014 Adopted County Budget
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If you are listening to the real 
estate news right now and agree 
that it’s an ideal time to buy or 
sell a home, you soon may be 
looking for a great realtor to help 
you through the process, and 
it should be fairly easy to find 
one. In fact, you may even have 
to duck one falling from the sky. 
Seriously.

Consider that Barbara Bodnar, 
an associate broker at Coldwell 
Banker in Yorktown Heights 
where I hang my hat, took to a 
skydiving gig to demonstrate the 
more adventurous side of her 
personality on her website. Teresa 
McMannus, another realtor in the 
office, also took to the skies by hiring a plane 
for an aerial photograph of the community 
in which she specializes and used it for all of 
her marketing materials. 

The Times reported last week that an 
upscale realtor in Connecticut is now 
employing the use of remote-controlled 
drones to capture dizzying video shots of 
multimillion dollar estates he represents. 
I’m sure that agents in my more modestly 
priced area of upper Westchester would like 
to distinguish themselves by obliging our 
clients with the deployment of drones, but 
that would say goodbye to our commissions.  

That doesn’t mean that there aren’t 1,001 

other ways that realtors can’t 
stretch themselves with a heap 
of creativity and sweat to capture 
your attention and business by 
distinguishing themselves in a 
very crowded field.

Consider this piece an ode to 
the wonderful folks who work 
as realtors. You may think that 
we’re competitors, but we’re really 
not. We are each our own special 
“flavor,” appealing in our own 
special ways, and ultimately, we all 
end up working together on one 
side or the other of a transaction. 
Sure, sometimes we compete for 
a listing but eventually we end up 
working as a team to get a house 

sold, usually one representing the seller and 
the other the buyer.

The great real estate mogul and television 
personality Barbara Corcoran said in her 
autobiography, “go with what you’ve got” 
to succeed and we in real estate all take that 
advice in drawing attention to ourselves to 
win your favor.  

We all start with some basic skill we 
possess, either innately or from past 
experience. It might be just in how we 
network or even our conversational style. A 
top listing agent at my firm, for instance, is 
Maureen Connolly who was formerly a flight 
attendant and, as such, became a master 

at conversation. Just listening to her when 
she meets someone new is a master class in 
breaking the ice. Or, it could be something 
received in the mail from a realtor like my 
friend Hallie Sherck who sends newsletters 
out to her targeted market for direct mail 
with the consistency of clockwork. It takes 
a special stamina to have the patience and 
organizational skills to get that done.

It might be the slogans that realtors 
use because of their name or areas of 
specialization. Another friend, Rose Delagi, 
who is particularly adept at navigating 
complex, sticky deals, promises that she’ll 
“take the thorns out of your real estate 
transaction.” My buddy, Tom Santore, who 
specializes in vacant land and construction, 
takes as his slogan “from the ground up.” 

My real estate persona is somewhat 
schizophrenic. When I started in the 
business, because my last name is the 
name of a famous Renaissance painting by 
Botticelli, I used the slogan “Real Estate as 
a Fine Art.” But afterwards, when I fell back 
on my experience as a journalist/publicist, 
I began writing for this newspaper as The 
Home Guru, then created a website, www.
TheHomeGuru.com, with a caricature as its 
mascot. So, I guess I’m showing two sides of 
my personality: both artsy and cartoonish. 

Many realtors don’t fret about marketing 
at all in reaching prospects, but drum up 
business by rolling up their sleeves, getting 

on the telephone and calling up expired 
listings and FISBOS (for sale by owners). 
That, in my opinion, takes real guts and 
resilience in the face of possible rejection.

There are even some who will walk up to 
homeowners’ doors, knock and ask if they 
are planning to sell any time soon. At least 
this is what some motivational speakers 
have told their audiences. But whenever I 
have heard stories like that I wonder how 
much a death wish those realtors have had. 
Telling is one thing, doing is another.

So if you get a phone call from a nervous 
but motivated voice saying “have you 
thought about selling your home now or 
anytime in the near or distant future?” give 
the realtor a chance. It took a lot of guts and 
determination for her or him to call. Who 
knows? You may find a great person on the 
other end of the line who can give you some 
useful information and help when you’re 
ready to make a move. 

Or you might just wait until you try to 
dodge the next skydiving realtor plunging 
from the sky.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a marketer and 
journalist who writes regularly as The Home 
Guru. For questions about home maintenance 
or to discuss with him the purchase or sale of 
a home, he can be reached directly at 914-
522-2076.

How To Find a Great Realtor? One May Fall from the Sky!

Across
1. Gas station abbreviation
4. Lawyer’s org.
7. Rotten
10. Hostel
11. Sidekick
12. Getting on
13. This soft drink giant calls Somers
home
15. Court divider
16. Admission
18. Cash
21. Detective’s assignment
24. You don’t need a trail to find this
Garrison deli
26. Valve
27. Mouthed off
28. Competitors
30. Bikini section
32. Person with a degree
36. Backstabber
37. Cellphone storage card
38. TV network
39. Have a debt to
40. Color of a camel
41. One made by a maid

Down
1. Tear
2. Benz followers
3. Nation’s economic stat
4. Uppermost
5. Wild party
6. Soothing agent
7. Dwarfed ornamental trees

8. Stein contents
9. Banned pesticide
14. Spicy sandwich filler
17. Breakaway group
18. More in Madrid
19. Select
20. Work
22. Self-titled envelope, abbr.
23. Purpose
25. Periodical opinion piece
29. Huge
30. Friend
31. Inexperienced
33. Kernel
34. Put to work
35. Songs that “Say So Much,” to 
Elton

Crossword Puzzle
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Answers on page 12
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As a seasoned 
wine writer, I 
often find myself 
extolling the 
ethereal, exotic and 
esoteric aspects of 
wine. As a result, 
on occasion I 
overlook the true 
nature of wine. 
As an agricultural 

product it is inexorably dependent on 
the vagaries of nature. However, it also 
provides subsistence to growers and 
winemakers, and as such it is a business 
venture entered into by those seeking to 
maximize cash flows and profits.  

I recently read with interest the account 
of the business aspect of the wine industry. 
A global wine producer, Treasury Wine 
Estates, announced that it had suffered 
a financial loss by gaming the marketing 
of its wine brands. In anticipation of 
increased demand, it took steps to build 
its wine inventory. But its gamble did not 
pay off.

Treasury Wine Estates is a mid-size 
producer, arising in 2011 as a spin-
off of Foster’s, the Australian wine 
and beer producer. Its brands include 
many Australian and American labels, 
including Rosemount and Lindemans 

in Australia and Chateau 
St. Jean, Beringer and 
Chateau Sovereign in the 
United States. It reported 
2013 pre-tax earnings of 
$197 million, on sales of 
$1.5 billion and 32 million 
cases of wine. It has made a 
concerted effort to build the United States 
market, setting an aggressive goal of a 40 
percent market share. But it is this very 
market where Treasury suffered its misstep.

Let’s place its dilemma in perspective. 
In 2013, overall wine sales increased in 
virtually every global market, boding well 
for wine companies’ profits. But not for 
Treasury.

In 2013, the United States became the 
world’s highest consumer of wines, a boon 
for many wine companies. But not for 

Treasury.
In this market environment, it 

seems if you produce it, they will 
drink it. But not for Treasury.

In 2013, Treasury 
found itself with an 
excess of wine from 
earlier vintages; it 

overestimated the 
demand for its 
wines in the 
United States, 

causing a large inventory 
of older, out-of-date wines 
as the new vintages were 
coming to market. The 
affected brand names were 
not disclosed.

Treasury’s accountants 
and marketing executives 

were faced with the dilemma of dealing 
with this glut. What to do? 

Discount the wines? This is difficult 
since retailers have already stocked shelves 
with new releases and are not interested in 
older wines in the $8 to $15 price range.

Reassess your sales forecast methods? 
Reduce vineyard acres planted? Each 
requires a multi-year strategy and a 
logistics nightmare.

Destroy the excess inventory and incur 
a financial write-down? Take your poison 
and move on? And if so, what are the 
repercussions on Treasury’s stock price and 
its reputation on Wall St.? 

Treasury made the difficult business 
decision: liquidate its agricultural bounty. It 
recorded a $145 million expense, resulting 
in a 53 percent drop in annual profit. There 
were three components of this write-down: 
1) most alarming, the equivalent of six 
million bottles of older wines, valued at 
$32 million, was literally poured down the 
drain, the ultimate form of liquidation of 

assets; 2) a write-down of $36 million for 
older bottles of wines retained for onward 
sale; and 3) a loss of $77 million on bulk 
wines and grape contracts.    

The head winemaker (CEO) of Treasury 
was summarily dismissed for this financial 
debacle. A statement was issued by the 
chairman of Treasury: “Following the 
write-down of U.S. inventory, the board 
has undertaken a review and concluded 
that now is the right time to look for a new 
CEO. The board believes TWE needs a 
leader with a stronger operational focus to 
deliver the company’s growth ambitions.” 

It seems that, unlike Wall St., bad 
commodities investment decisions in the 
wine industry have personal repercussions.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

The Costly Business of Liquidating Wine Inventories
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘facing the dilemma of 
dealing with a glut’

Energy drinks are beverages that are 
specifically marketed to young people, 
with names like Red Bull (“Red Bull 
gives you Wings”), Venom, Monster, 
Adrenaline Rush, 180, ISO, and even 
one named Cocaine. These drinks 
contain large doses of caffeine (as 
much as 80 mg), sugar and other legal 
stimulants like guarana and ginseng. 
When compared to the 37mg of caffeine 
in a Mountain Dew or the 23mg in a 
Coca-Cola Classic, it is clear that energy 
drinks pack a big punch.

A 2013 report from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration revealed that from 2007 
to 2011 in the US, energy drink-related 
emergency department visits doubled, 
climbing from 10,068 to 20,783. The 
researchers note that most of these 
cases occurred in patients between the 
ages of 18 and 25, but this was followed 
by patients aged 26 to 39.

In November of 2012, the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) posted 
adverse-event reports for two more 
energy drinks: 40 illnesses and five 
deaths linked to Monster Energy, and 
13 illnesses and two lasting disabilities 
linked to Rockstar Energy. The FDA 
report detailed the events suffered by 
users of 5-Hour, Monster, and Rockstar 

energy drinks. These include:
Strain on the left ventricle that could 

trigger arrhythmias Deaths due to heart 
attack or suicide linked to 5-Hour 
Energy A miscarriage linked to 5-Hour 
Energy Convulsions, life-threatening 
fear, deafness, and hemorrhage linked 
to 5-Hour Energy Deaths due to heart 
attack or loss of consciousness linked to 
Monster Energy drink Hospitalization 
due to irregular heartbeat, severe 
diarrhea, migraine, psychotic disorder, 
heart attack, and/or vomiting linked to 
Monster Energy drink Disability from 
irregular heartbeat or stroke linked to 
Rockstar Energy drink Hospitalization 
due to psychotic disorder, increased 
heart rate, or loss of consciousness 
linked to Rockstar Energy drink

There are also alcoholic energy drinks 
that are in the market that children are 
getting their hands on that look similar 
to the non alcoholic energy drinks. 
Examples of these dangerous drinks 
are Four Loko, Joose and Sparks. The 
marketing on the television and on the 
internet use fun or dramatic names, 
messages and colorful graphics that 
attract young people.

Caffeinated Alcoholic Beverages 
(CABs) also pose a risk to teenagers 
and young adults who may not fully 

recognize the seriousness of mixing 
caffeine and alcohol. The Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) states that these 
energy drinks “are very popular among 
youth and are regularly consumed by 
31% of 12- to 17-year-olds and 34% of 
18- to 24- year-olds”.

The CDC also reports that, “When 
alcoholic beverages are mixed with 
energy drinks, a popular practice among 
youth, the caffeine in these drinks can 
mask the depressant effects of alcohol. 
At the same time, caffeine has no effect 
on the metabolism of alcohol by the 
liver and thus does not reduce breath 
alcohol concentrations or reduce the 
risk of alcohol-attributable harms.” 
(Ferreira SE, Tulio de Mello M, Pompeia 
S, Oliveria de Souza-Formigoni ML. 
Effects of energy drink ingestion on 
alcohol intoxication. Alcohol Clin Exp 
Res 2006;30(4):598-605.)

In the short-term, consumption of 
energy drinks can boost the heart rate 
and blood pressure (sometimes causing 
palpitations), dehydrate the body and, 
like other stimulants, prevent sleep. 
Energy drinks should not be used 
while exercising or to enhance athletic 
performance, as the combination of 
fluid loss from sweating and the diuretic 
quality of the caffeine can leave the user 

severely dehydrated. Additional health 
risks include increased anxiety, panic 
attacks, headaches, sleep deprivation, 
and stomach aches. (Marin Institute, 
2007)

According to the NCAA Banned-
Drug Classes, use of caffeine (guarana) 
is prohibited, as it is considered to be 
a stimulant. Any individual with a 
urine concentration that exceeds 15 
micrograms/ml is considered to be 
‘positive’. It is worthy to note that “the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) does not strictly regulate the 
supplement industry; therefore purity 
and safety of nutritional dietary 
supplements cannot be guaranteed. 
Impure supplements may lead to a 
positive NCAA drug test”.

Members of Putnam County CTC 
Coalition are available if you have any 
questions or would like for us to do a 
presentation to your organization on this 
or any other substance abuse trends that 
affect our children. Please call 845-225-
4646, ext. 13 if you have any questions. 
Please visit and join the Putnam CTC 
Coalition on Facebook by searching 
“Putnam County Communities That 
Care – NY” or on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/#!/PutnamCTCNY or call 
845-225-4646.

The Truth about energy Drinks
Advertise in The Putnam Examiner   914-864-0878   advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Adoption
ADOPT: The sTOrk DiDn'T cAll; 
we hOPe yOu will! Loving, happy 
family seeking to adopt baby to complete
our family. Contact Robin/Neil:† 866-
303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

Auctions
Buy or sell at AArauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Help WAnted
Oil Drivers wAnTeD: slOmin’s, 
the prominent, established HVAC com-
pany, is looking for full-time, seasonal 
Oil Drivers.  Qualified candidates will 
be responsible for delivering home heat-
ing oil to residential customers in an as-
signed territory. We offer a competitive 
salary (hourly base + commission) and 
generous benefits package, incl. medical, 
dental, prescript., vision, supp. long term 
disability and life ins., and more. Class A 
or B CDL license w/ Hazmat and Tank 
endorsements required. At least 6 months 
- 1 year exp. Must be able to lift at least 
50 lbs. Previous oil delivery experience a 
plus. Must be able to pass a pre-employ-
ment drug test and background check. 
Applications accepted m-F, 8am-5pm at 

125 lauman ln. hicksville, ny 11801 
or fax resume to 516-932-8431 or call 
516-932-8108.

Airline cAreers begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Home improvement
hAs yOur BuilDinG shiFTeD Or 
seTTleD? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 

and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd
nys lAnD FOr sAle 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
with Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top 
Maple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Ap-
ple Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

miscellAneous
sAwmills from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

music instruction
PiAnO lessOns in yOur hOme. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  I 
teach all levels and ages, beginners wel-
come. $35.  Please call scott Pollack at 
914-235-5416 or email spollack@west-
net.com

out of stAte reAl estAte
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 

Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WAnted
mOsT cAsh PAiD FOr paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PleAse cAll AArOn AT 914-
654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 010714

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32
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Thursday, January 9
Manage your photographs with an 

introduction to Picasa: Learn how to 
download Picasa 3, and how to use it to 
organize and edit images. Free program; 
registration required. Mahopac Public 
Library 6 p.m.-7:30 pm.

The Putnam County Long Term 
Recovery Coalition (PCLTRC) will 
be hosting its Annual Meeting. 10:30 
a.m. at the Putnam County Bureau of 
Emergency Services- TOPS Building, 
Classroom #1.  Membership and 
Officer elections will be taking place. 
The mission of the PCLTRC is to 
collaboratively identify and assist with 
the unmet needs of Putnam County 
residents impacted by local disasters.  
All those interested in learning more 
about the PCLTRC are encouraged to 
attend. For more information please 
contact either Marisa O’Leary at  (845) 
278-8021, ext. 13 or Elaine Kirkland at 
ltrc@comcast.net.

Friday, January 10
The Pied Piper Youth Theater 

is proud to present its Fall 2013 
workshop production series of 
Annie Jr. A spunky orphan girl named 
Annie finds a home with a New York 
millionaire during the Depression, but 
must dodge the clutches of her evil 
orphanage mistress, in Charles Strouse, 
Martin Charnin and Thomas Meehan’s 
musical based on the popular Harold 
Gray comic strip.

There are three casts performing in 
the Annie Jr. production series. Cast 
orders are as follows:

Tuesday Cast will perform January 10 
- 12, Friday Cast will perform January 
17 - 19

Wednesday Cast will perform 
January 24 - 26 Purchase tickets online 
at www.pipertheater.tix.com or visit our 
website at www.pipertheater.org. Any 
questions on ticketing or production 
information, please contact Kevin 
Johnson at kevin.pipertheater@gmail.
com. If you would like to know what 
performance your child is performing 
in, please contact Bonnie Ryerson at 
bonnie.pipertheater@gmail.com.

The Jammers at Clock Tower Grill 
Cinque and Pinnola. 7 p.m. For more 
information, see www.facebook.com/
MightyPianoMountainMusicInc and 
www.facebook.com/ClockTowerGrill. 
The Clock Tower Grill is located at 512 
Clock Tower Commons (off Route 22 
north of Milltown Road).  

Saturday, January 11 
Stress Management as a Key to 

Overall Health: 2 p.m. Mahopac 
Library.  Healthy living is about 
finding balance in your life.  Learning 
to manage stress is as important as 

eating a nourishing diet and exercising 
regularly.  Carol Pironi, a stress 
management expert, will share tips 
and techniques to de-stress and create 
positive change in your life.  Free 
program; registration required.

Putnam County AARP Chapter 
1183 will hold its monthly meeting 
at the William Kohler Center, Route 
6, Mahopac.  1 p.m.  Doors will open 
at 11 a.m. so come early, bring your 
lunch and socialize with the members.  
If you have any questions please call 
Georgeann Cranston at 845-225-7358.

Carbon Monoxide: The Silent Killer, 
presented by The Diana Foundation. 
Carbon monoxide is a gas that can 
kill you quickly.  It is called the “silent 
killer” because it is colorless, odorless, 
tasteless and non-irritating.  Learn how 
to recognize the signs of CO poisoning, 
and what you can do to protect yourself 
and your family.  A local fire captain will 
participate in this talk.  Free program; 
registration requested. Mahopac Public 
Library.2 p.m.

The Connecticut Security Officer 
“Guard Card” course is held twice 
a month and on-demand. The next 
scheduled courses are January 11 and 
January 19. This is an eight hour, one 
day, certified criminal justice and first 
aid program. Participants must be 
at least 18 years old and have a clean 
record. Students will then receive their 
security guard license through the CT 
State Police for employment. Dates and 
additional information are listed on the 
website, www.hflearnsafety.com

Twelfth Night Banquet: Come feast 
and make merry at Gilead Castle 
(Gilead Presbyterian Church) 5 p.m.  
Revelers will be treated to a three-course 
dinner and musical entertainment, as 
we celebrate the arrival of the Magi and 
bring light to the darkness of winter.  
Costumes encouraged!  Tickets only 
$20.  For tickets or more information, 
please call 225-4586 or email Mariah at 
gaelcat@comcast.net.

Monday, January 13
The Affordable Care Act – an 

Information Session. Mahopac 
Library. Get information about the 
New York State of Health Marketplace, 
enrollment sites, tax credits and cost 
sharing reductions, and Medicaid 
expansion.  Free program presented by 
the Maternal Infant Services Network.  
Registration is required. 6:30 p.m.-7:30 
pm

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.

Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS
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Mahopac senior RJ Martinez has been 
filling the stat sheet all season, averaging 
15 points, seven boards, five assists and 
three steals for the undefeated Indians 
(8-0), who pulled away in the second half  
to wipe the floor with Dobbs Ferry in a 
65-47 triumph in Saturday’s 7th annual 
Putnam Challenge... see Boys’ Hoops 
Notebook

Mahopac 
Crunching 
Foes at 8-0

RJ 
Metrics!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boys Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

State-ranked (No.3) Putnam Valley 
(7-1) has to figure out a way to put an 
opponent down, or the Tigers will get 
bit in the butt when they least expect it, 
perhaps against a Peekskill or a Panas in 
the quickly-approaching League I-C slate. 
Saturday, in its thrilling 62-61 win over 
a game Somers (2-6) outfit, proved that 
Putnam Valley has a penchant for pulling 
out nail-biters in one of six games played 
in the seventh annual Putnam Challenge 
at Brewster High.

“It’s good for us to win these close 
game,” PV boss Mike McDonnell said of 
the Tigers, a 2013 Class B semifinalists. 
“It’s not good for my mental well-being, 
but it’s good for us to be tested like this. We 
just need better execution or eventually 
that will bite you in the end. Somers did 
a really good job of mixing defenses and 
keeping us just a little off balance. We’ll be 
in the gym at 7:00 a.m. Sunday because 
we’ve got to execute better. We’re a little 
up and down and that will get you in the 
end.”

All-Section PV guard Zach Coleman 
(18 points, five rebounds) gave the Tigers 
a 62-61 lead after hitting one of two free 
throws with 27 seconds remaining, but 
the Tigers missed three of four free throws 
down the stretch, an Achilles Heel they 

must mend (PV hit only 
20 of 33 free throws). 

The Tigers’ defense, 
which has been staunch 
all season, prevailed in the 
end when, on the Tuskers’ 
final offensive possession, 
senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac 
blocked Matt Moros’ 
(15 points, three assists) 
baseline drive with just 
over a second left. Somers 
regained the ball with 0.8 
second left, but 6’9” C 
Max parks was unable to 
get a good look before the 
final horn. Parks did hit 
on a conventional 3-point 
play to tie it at 59-all with 
just over a minute to play, 
which was preceded by an 
eye-popping Ryan Basso 
to Bell-Isaac two-fisted 
alley-oop dunk for a 59-
56 PV lead. Bell-Isaac 
finished with 12 points, 
five rebounds, two steals 
and four blocks.

Somers hit nine shots 
from downtown to stay 
in the game and push 
the Tigers to the limit, 
including a 46-39 Tusker 
lead before the Tigers 

turned the corner midway through the 
third. 

Putnam Valley junior guard Zack 
Nolan, who finished with 11 
points, eight rebounds and was 
named the game’s MVP and 
hopes the Tigers can utilize this 
win to string together a good 
stretch as the league slate heats 
up in earnest in the days ahead.

“I think this game is going to 
be our springboard,” Nolan said, 
“where we just take off and keep 
winning. I haven’t looked at the 
rankings, but if we’re not No.1 
we’re not where we need to be.”
In other Putnam Challenge 
action:

MAHOPAC got yet another 
impressive performance from 
its dynamic senior duo when F 
Ryan Simone scored 22 points 
and collared nine rebounds en 
route to an MVP performance 
in Mahopac’s 65-47 win over 
Dobbs Ferry.

“He’s been a beast all 
season,”Mahopac Coach Kevin 
Downes said.

Indian G RJ Martinez added 
14 points, 12 boards and four 
assists.

“The good thing is I still 
don’t think we have seen his 

best performance yet and that bodes well 
for us,” Downes said. “To say he has been 
a tremendous addition to the team would 
be a huge understatement.”

Senior point guard Glenn Janik, 
arguably one of the hardest-working role 
players in the area, added 10 points, six 
boards and six assists.

The Indians remained unbeaten (8-0) 
but still have their biggest tests ahead, 
including a bout with undefeated, state-
ranked (No.25) White Plains at the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
Showcase Event, at Monroe College (New 
Rock City) on January 11th at 6 p.m.

Class C State-ranked (No.10) 
HALDANE (7-2) scored a 72-60 win over 
North Salem. MVP Peter Hoffman was 
the real deal and has been so all season. 

“He’s like another coach on the floor,” 
Coach Virgadamo said of the “The Hoff ”, 
who added four blocks, eight boards and 
three steals. “His game had improved 
each year and he is now a dangerous 
player. His offensive game is balanced 
and he can rebound and block shots with 
the best.”

Ryan McCollum (17 points), Garret 
Quigley (14) and John Rotando (10) 
were all double-digit scorers for the 
Blue Devils, who have big week ahead, 
including a pivotal league clash with Hen 
Hud, which both clubs are pretty stoked 
for.

CROTON G Teejay Searight scored 
a career-high 20 points in a 60-59 loss 
to John Jay CR. Owen Ackerman added 

Put Valley, Mahopac, Haldane Come up Big in Putnam Challenge

Unbeaten Mahopac Remains atop Putnam/NWE Hoops Poll
Panas Takes Somers Title; PV, Peekskill Fall 
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Mahopac senior G Glenn Janik goes baseline in Putnam Challenge.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac senior F Ryan Simone had 22 points and nine boards en 
route to MVP honors in 65-47 win over 
Dobbs Ferry in Putnam Challenge.

Mahopac swingman Chris Esernio has provided a third consistent 
threat for the Indians and did so at the Putnam Challenge Saturday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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a dozen for the 
Tigers (4-1), who 
suffered their first 
loss of the year. 
Jay’s Matt Stroud 
(20 points) and 
Phil Toon (13) got 
the better of the 
Tigers, though, 
including Toon’s 
buzzer-beater. 

B Y R A M 
HILLS went big 
on YORKTOWN 
in a 61-49 victory 
over the pesky 
Huskers, who 
were no match 
for 6’7” Andrew 
Groll, who scored 
nine of his game-
high 23 points in 
the fourth quarter 
en route to an 
MVP effort.  

“I was proud 
of the resolve our 
kids showed,” 
s e c o n d - y e a r 
Coach Chris 
Caputi said of 
the Huskers, who 
saw burly Ricky 
Corrado score 12 
points. “The kids 
really play hard 
and everyone is 
ready for their 

number to be called. 
The kids want this. We’re 
trying to change the 
culture here.”

Host BREWSTER 
remained winless after 
the Bears suffered a 
56-43 loss to surging 
Mamaroneck. Brewster 
G Donnell Patterson 
hit four 3’s and drained 
a team-high 18 points 
while Dima Monaghan 
had eight points and 
seven boards for the 
Bears, who scored just 
six points in the second 
and fourth quarters and 
face Carmel Tuesday 
looking to get off the 
schneid. 

In other Saturday 
action, HEN HUD’s 
Adam Laub scored 10 
points, grabbed six 
boards and added three 
steals in the Sailors’ 44-
27 win over Port Chester.

“We’re coming off a 
much needed win to 
get back on track after 
a whacky break,” Sailor 

first-year Coach Jordan Hirsch said. “It’s a 
big week for us. All games are home, and 
our crowd has been great and I’m hopeful 
this week they will be even better! I have a 
ton of respect for Haldane. They are very 
well coached, intense and play a fun brand 
of basketball. We will have our hands full 
and will definitely need those Bleacher 
Creatures out in full force!”
THE FORECAST

Panas visits Lakeland today while host 
Yorktown gets a rematch with PV before 
its Crop. Both should prove fruitful for 
the Panthers and Tigers on the road, 
which should set up Thursday’s mutual 
battle at PV.

Haldane visits Hen Hud Thursday 
where the winner gets a leg up on the 
League I-D crown. The Sailors will need 
a strong turnout from the Bleacher 
Creatures to prevail.

Jan. 14th is Big Monday in this neck of 
the woods with Somers visiting Mahopac 
and Putnam Valley paying Peekskill a 
social call. The winner of each gets a league 
up in the League I-B and I-C title chases, 
respectively. A win by the Tuskers could 
turn their season around. A loss would be 
more of the same. Mahopac needs a big 
test before White Plains.
THE #TAG POLL

No.1 Mahopac – Should be interesting 
to see backcourt buddies Mike DeMello 

and RJ Martinez go head-to-head in 
Hoops for a Cure (JDRF). Two of the 
section’s top guards will have at it this 
Saturday at Monroe College. P.S. Where 
were all the Maniacs (@MahopacManiacs) 
Saturday #CallinYouOut?

No.2 Put Valley – I guess winning 
has already become old hat to PV fans 
because the student body couldn’t travel 
across the county to Brewster for the 
Somers game on a late Saturday afternoon 
#DrinktheKoolAid

No.3 Panas – Just don’t think the 
Panthers have the speed to run with PV 
Thursday #ProveMeWrong.

No.4 Peekskill – Season could turn 
on a dime with win over PV Monday 
#ProveMeRight.

No.5 Somers – Gave PV fits just like 
this five-spot is giving me in the poll. We’d 
normally go Carmel here but the Croton 
loss is vexing #NoTakers!

Put Valley G Ryan Basso steps in front of  Somers C Max Parks for steal in 
Tigers’ 62-61 win over Tuskers last Saturday.

Put Valley G Zack Nolan goes at Somers F Ryan Grossman en route to 
MVP performance in Tigers’ 62-61 win at Putnam Challenge.



Putnam Valley senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac threw down this thunderous, two-fisted, alley-oop slam from Ryan Basso 
late in the fourth quarter of  the Tigers’ 62-61 win over Somers in the 7th annual Putnam Challenge last Saturday at 
Brewster High School... see Boys Hoops Notebook

Bells 
Will Be 
Ringing!
P.V. Rim 
Rocker 
Spurs
Tigers
to 62-61 
Win 
over 
Somers
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