
By David Propper
Following Dennis Sant’s decision to 

retire at the end of this year, the position 
of Putnam County Clerk is up for grabs 
and one person within the clerk’s office is 
already vying for the seat.

Michael Bartolotti, first deputy in the 
clerk’s office, officially announced his 
intention to run for county clerk last 
week. Bartolotti started working for the 
clerk’s office in 1996 as a part-time student 
worker and now 18 years later, he’s looking 
to be the man in charge. 

“It’s almost my goal, my end game, like 
a dream,” Bartolotti said in an interview. 
“I always loved working here. Having the 
opportunity to run for the office is just like 
coming full circle for me.”

The lifelong resident of Putnam County 
is also an attorney after getting his degree 
from New York Law School. He’s been the 
first deputy to Sant since 2002 and stated 
there won’t be a learning curve if he’s 
elected to office. 

Bartolotti has been a licensed attorney 
since 2002 and has a small practice, but 
notes his primary focus is with the clerk’s 
office. As of now, no one else has announced 
candidacy for the position. When Sant ran 
three times, he ran unopposed each time. 

Bartolotti started in the office from 
humble beginnings. As a part-time worker, 
he filed boxes, reviewed correspondence 
and worked the counter. But there was 
always a love of being in the office, 
regardless of the role, he said.
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By Martin Wilbur and Neal Rentz
Mahopac resident and a police chief 

in Westchester County Brian Fanelli 
was arrested last Thursday for allegedly 
downloading and possessing child 
pornography.

Fanelli, who is the Mt. Pleasant 
Police Chief, was taken into custody 
at his Mahopac home on Jan. 23 by 
authorities from Homeland Security 
Investigations at about 11:30 a.m., 
accused of downloading more than 
120 files containing images and videos 
of what authorities concluded is child 
pornography.

Late last Thursday afternoon Fanelli, 
54, appeared before U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Lisa Margaret Smith in federal court in 
White Plains with a court-appointed 
attorney at his side. Smith released 

Fanelli on a $50,000 
personal recognizance 
bond. He is being 
electronically monitored 
and is prohibited from 
leaving his home except for 
work, court appearances, 
meetings with his attorney, 
doctors’ appointments and 
religious services.

In addition, he must 
relinquish all firearms and 
all access to electronic 
devices that can connect 
to the Internet, including 
computers and cell 
phones. 

Fanelli, a longtime volunteer teacher 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in 
Shrub Oak and regularly spoke to the 

church’s schoolchildren about sexual 
abuse awareness, is also barred from 
having unsupervised contact with 
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Brian Fanelli is the police chief  for the Town of  Mt. Pleasant. He lives 
in Mahopac and was arrested at his home last Thursday.

Mahopac senior Mairead Hynes 
poses with her mom, dad and 
sister after netting the 1,000th 
point of  her varsity hoops career, 
part of  a 25-point, 25-rebound 
onslaught she put on in the 
Indians’ 64-46 win over visiting 
Brewster last Wednesday. Hynes 
joined her aunt, Deirdre Hynes, 
in the milestone club.

MAKE US 
YOUR NEW 
YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION
JEFFERSON VALLEY

914-245-4040

join for $41

W
W

W
.C

LU
BF

IT
.C

O
M

Offer ends 1/31/14. Not to be combined with any other offer. Monthly dues apply. No contracts, memberships are month-to-month.

BI
LL

 K
EN

NE
DY

 P
HO

TO



January 28 - February 3, 2014 The Putnam Examiner2

January 29 - February 4, 2013 The Putnam Examiner

Featuring our NEW Grill 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner,

Pizza & Hot Foods
and 

Full Deli Case with 
Boar’s Head Products

Beer & 
Soda 

Specials
Come in and See 

our Convenience Store!
Groceries, Beer, Cigarettes, 
Premier Cigars, Candy and 

LOW GAS and DIESEL PRICES

Ph: 845.424.6241 • Fx: 845.424.6244
  1467 Route 9 • Garrison

Make Your Big Game Party  
a Super Football Party!

Appalachian Deli, Grill & Pizza
OPEN 24 HOURS

Let Us 
Cater 

All Your 
Family 
Events! 

Make Your Big Game Party  Make Your Big Game Party  

3-4-6 FT Wedges
Made to Order!

January 29 - February 4, 2013 The Putnam Examiner

Featuring our NEW Grill 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner,

Pizza & Hot Foods
and 

Full Deli Case with 
Boar’s Head Products

Beer & 
Soda 

Specials
Come in and See 

our Convenience Store!
Groceries, Beer, Cigarettes, 
Premier Cigars, Candy and 

LOW GAS and DIESEL PRICES

Ph: 845.424.6241 • Fx: 845.424.6244
  1467 Route 9 • Garrison

Make Your Big Game Party  
a Super Football Party!

Appalachian Deli, Grill & Pizza
OPEN 24 HOURS

Let Us 
Cater 

All Your 
Family 
Events! 

Make Your Big Game Party  Make Your Big Game Party  

3-4-6 FT Wedges
Made to Order!

Order a Tray of 
Hot Wings and 

Other Hot Dishes! 



January 28 - February 3, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 3

By Neal Rentz
Discussions are continuing among 

members of the Southeast Town Board, 
the Brewster Village Board of Trustees and 
residents about a plan to allow three town 
commercial properties to be annexed by the 
village to provide access to Brewster’s sewage 
treatment plant.

A public hearing on the plan was held 
during the Jan. 23 Southeast Town Board 
meeting. A previous hearing was conducted 
during a recent village board meeting. 

The properties being proposed to join 
Brewster are at 988 Route 22, the site of the 
former Sciortino’s restaurant, which will be 
home to a renovated building that will house 
a new eatery and beer brewery; the Mobil 
gas station at 978 Route 22; and a vacant 
commercial parcel located at 13 Oregon Rd. 

Southeast Town Attorney Willis Stephens 
Jr. said during the public hearing that approval 
of both the town and village boards would be 
required for the annexations to go forward. The 
plan would also need an environmental review 
under terms of th4e State Environmental 
Review Act, Stephens said. 

Bart Lansky, an attorney representing the 
property owners, said, “The village has excess 
sewer capacity” at its treatment plant, while 
the town does not have a plant and Southeast 
property owners need septic systems. The 

Brewster plant has a capacity of 240,000 
gallons of water per day but only about half of 
the plant’s capacity is being used daily, Brewster 
Mayor James J. Schoenig said.

Town board members, including Supervisor 
Tony Hay said they had several questions 
about the annexation plan, including the 
opinion of the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection on the proposal. 

Resident Cathy Croft said the public in town 
had not been given sufficient information 
about the annexation plan. Hay told Croft 
town officials also did not have enough 
information about the proposal to make a 
decision. “There’s more work to be done,” Hay 
said. 

Brewster resident Mark Anderson said he 
opposed the annexation plan. Anderson said 
he wanted to know how much capacity would 
be used by the three new parcels used the 
plant. 

Hay said if the three properties left 
Southeast the town would lose a total of $1,710 
in property tax revenue annually. About seven 
other property owners have expressed interest 
in leaving the town to be able to use the village’s 
sewage treatment plant, Hay said.

The town board voted to adjourn the public 
hearing, but a day for the hearing to resume 
was not determined at the meeting. The public 
hearing will continue at town hall.

By Neal Rentz
Southeast Supervisor Tony Hay 

announced last week he would seek 
to produce over $200,000 of savings 
in this year’s budget to pay for greater 
than expected costs associated with the 
winter of 2013-14.

During the discussion of his financial 
report during the Jan. 23 town board 
meeting Hay said he had to deliver the 
first bad news regarding town financial 

matters since he became supervisor. 
The cost to the town of the several 

winter storms have taken their tool on 
town finances, Hay said.  “It’s beyond 
our control,” he said.

To make up for the added costs, Hay 
said he would seek to cut back in “some 
places” in the current year’s budget by 
$210,000.

The tough winter has hurt “every 
community” in the area, Hay said. 

Southeast Properties 
Could Leave Town

Brutal Winter Hits 
Southeast Town Finances

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Members of  the Brewster Board of  Trustees and the Southeast Town Board discussed legislation that 
would allow three town properties to be annexed to the village during the Jan. 23 town board meeting.
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children.
“Given the allegations, this case 

is particularly disturbing and sad,” 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara said in a 
statement. “A senior law enforcement 
officer, sworn to uphold the law, stands 
accused of breaking the law. And it is the 
law designed to protect the youngest and 
most vulnerable of our population from 
vile exploitation.”

Fanelli left the courthouse after his Jan. 
23 appearance with his wife at his side, 
walking briskly and without answering 
questions from reporters. He faces up 
to 10 years in jail and a $250,000 fine if 
convicted. Fanelli is due back in court 
Feb. 19 unless the federal government 
pursues an indictment against him 
before then, a spokesman for the U.S. 
Attorney’s office said.

Later Thursday night, Carmel police 
received a call from Fanelli’s Archer 
Road home that a male subject had 
been taken to Putnam Hospital. Reports 
speculating that he had possibly tried to 
commit suicide could not be confirmed 
by The Examiner.

According to the 10-page complaint, 
which outlined in graphic detail 
information of the downloaded images, 
Fanelli allegedly used a peer-to-peer 
(P2P) file-sharing system starting as 
early as October until earlier this month, 

and distributed the images and videos 
to other network users through his 
computer’s shared folder.

In early November, Department 
of Homeland Security agents using 
investigative software detected that the 
P2P network had downloaded from 
Fanelli’s computer files believed to 
contain child pornography.

The complaint stated that Fanelli 
voluntarily told law enforcement 
authorities that for more than a year he 
had taught sexual abuse awareness classes 
and began viewing child pornography as 
research for his classes. However, shortly 
afterwards he began viewing the images 
and videos for personal interest.

Two of Fanelli’s neighbors, both of 
whom declined to identify themselves, 
said they were in disbelief at the charge. 
One neighbor said she was “shocked and 
saddened” while another also expressed 
shock over Fanelli’s arrest.

Mount Pleasant Supervisor Joan 
Maybury said the shocking charge 
against Fanelli, who took over as chief 
Nov. 1 after 32 years working his way 
up through the department’s ranks, has 
been trying for many people in town 
hall, particularly the police department. 

“The morale of the police department 
was tested and shaken on Thursday,” 
Maybury said. “Since then the officers 
have pulled together and are moving 

forward with professionalism and 
dedication to their duty.”

Fanelli was immediately suspended 
from his $131,517 a year post with pay 
last Thursday once the town was notified 
that the U.S. Homeland Security Special 
Investigations Unit had taken him into 
custody, Maybury said. 

Last week, Maybury called Fanelli’s 
arrest “very disturbing information” 
and promised that “the town will react 
very swiftly.” She said the town is fully 
cooperating with the U.S. attorney’s 
office and with U.S. Homeland Security 
in the investigation.

Fanelli was a lieutenant for the last 16 
years before his appointment as chief. 

“Police officers — and especially 
police executives — are understandably 
held to a higher standard of conduct 
than ordinary citizens,” said Homeland 
Special Agent-in Charge James T. Hayes, 
Jr. “The defendant’s alleged acquisition 
and viewing of sexually explicit images 
of children irrevocably breached the 
trust the public had in him.”

Bharara said the investigation is 
continuing.

With additional reporting from David 
Propper 

continued from page 1

Police Chief Arrested in Mahopac on Child Porn Charge 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Fanelli’s house was quiet last Friday, a day after he was arrested on child porn charges.
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By David Propper 
Within the past year, Dennis Sant 

decided it was time to move on from his 
position as County Clerk for Putnam 
County. After much consideration, Sant 
wanted to spend more time with his 
wife and 14 grandchildren, as well as do 
a little more traveling.

“It’s still a tough decision. It’s still a 
difficult decision even as you and I are 
speaking about it now,” Sant said in a 
recent interview. 

Sant announced he is not going to 
seek reelection next November after 
being the county clerk for the past 
13 years that involved more than a 
few interesting stories and numerous 
accomplishments. Former Gov. George 
Pataki originally appointed Sant to the 
position after the clerk before Sant left a 
year before his term was finished. 

Sant ran in three races, and all of 
them have been uncontested, with Sant 
noting the support he has from all major 
political parties. Prior to becoming the 
county clerk, he was the deputy county 
clerk for 24 years. 

With such a long career with the 
county clerk’s office, have come plenty of 
interesting moments along the way, none 
bigger than last year when Sant denied 
The Journal News’ request to obtain the 
names of gun permit owners in Putnam. 
Sant became a national figure when he 

turned down the newspaper’s request, 
even if at the time state law dictated it 
was public information. 

But Sant stood firm, noting he was 
denying the request to protect Putnam 
citizens. Even after a clause in the SAFE 
Act dictated permit holders could 
option to keep that information private 
and The Journal News once again 
requested it, Sant turned them down. 

The Journal News sued the county for 
the records and the lawsuit is pending. 

“I felt it was then, and I feel it today, an 
unwarranted invasion of their personal 
privacy,” Sant said. “And I wouldn’t 
stand for that.”

As a result, Sant said he got messages 
of support from all over the world, 
including as far away as Australia. 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell also 
rewarded him with his own parking 
space in front of the county office 
building. 

Odell said if Sant’s legacy is standing 
up to The Journal News, then “you can’t 
go out any higher than that.”

“If people describe that as the pinnacle 
of Dennis’ career,” Odell said. “That is 
because he made a principled stand as a 
public servant to protect the people and 
the law.”

Another time Sant went against the 
grain is when he refused to comply with 
a mandate from the state from former 

Gov. Eliot Spitzer that proposed issuing 
driver licenses to illegal immigrants. 
Sant was one of 13 clerks to refuse 
and walked out of a meeting with the 
governor’s staff. 

“We were called the bakers dozen,” 
Sant said. 

Sant has overseen the digitalization 
of countless records dating decades 
back. He also established the county’s 

first website and started the F.A.V.O.R. 
program designed to give discounted 
prices to veterans from participating 
merchants within Putnam.

After Storied Tenure, County Clerk Sant to Retire

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Dennis Sant sits in his office, as he looks back on a memorable and illustrious career with the clerk’s office. 
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By David Propper
With Preserve Putnam imminently 

discontinuing its management of Tilly 
Foster Farm, Putnam County lawmakers 
had no choice but to discuss the next steps 
for the county entity last Wednesday. 

During a Physical Services Committee 
meeting, legislators started brainstorming 
about how it could get the farm to be a 
thriving county property after Preserve 
Putnam broke its 40-year lease after just 
five years. Residents also spoke up about the 
vision they see for the farm going forward.

One idea that was brought up was 
finding a way to get farm animals back on 
Tilly Foster after all the livestock was sold 
off in the past couple months. And that 
could depend on the actions taken by New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

The new mayor of the Big Apple has 
made clear his intention to outlaw horse-
drawn carriages from city streets because 
he said they are cruel to the horses. If de 
Blasio is successful, legislators pondered if 
it might be able to get some of those horses 
to retire on the farm. 

It was suggested that legislator Carl 
Albano for District 5 would reach out to 
New York City officials in order to explore 
the possibility of bringing some horses up 

north. 
Legislator Sam Oliverio of District 2 

expressed the value those horses would 
bring.

“They’re really neat animals,” he said 
of the horses. “They have their own 
personalities.” 

But legislators also understood that the 
horse carriage owners are ready to fight the 
ban, and it might take an extended period 
of time for that to happen. 

Residents also spoke out about the future 
of the farm. 

Ann Fanizzi of Southeast said she wanted 
the farm returned to its historical roots. 

“Tilly Foster has a wonderful history and 
that history has been denied to the people 
of Putnam County,” Fanizzi said.“

She also wanted to reintroduce some of 
the type of animals that were at Tilly Foster 
prior to them being sold and said she’d be 
wiling to donate those animals.

A group of three men also spoke about 
their desire to get involved in the reboot 
of the farm. One of them, Chris Moran of 
Brewster said a group of people that care 
deeply about the farm is putting together a 
proposal to present to the county.

Moran said the group was thinking of 
turning Tilly Foster into a community 

center based around the arts, agriculture, 
music, and programing within the farm 
that can bring money in.

Right now, the county has a transition 
committee for the farm that includes deputy 
county executive Bruce Walker, Preserve 

Putnam’s Meredith Whipple who ran the 
farm, the county attorney and Albano. 

“This is only for the transition. It’s not 
for the future of the farm,” Albano clarified. 
“We still haven’t established clearly where 
we are going from here.”

And if he were to get elected, he said 
he’d continue to move the clerk’s office 
forward. That includes expanding the 
F.A.V.O.R program, which serves veterans, 
expanding the use of technology for 
efficiency, and keeping the Putnam DMV 
local. 

Bartolotti also said he would keep 
fighting The Journal News’ request to 
obtain pistol permit records 
of residents, something that 
Sant originally denied them of 
when the newspaper requested 
the records in 2012. 

“We looked at (The Journal 
News’ FOIL request) and 
said this doesn’t seem right,” 
Bartolotti said. “There has 
to be a safeguard for the 
safety and privacy of these 
individuals.”

He also wants to explore 
the revival of naturalization 
ceremonies back to Putnam 
County, which would allow 

residents to become citizens without 
traveling to other locations and facing 
backlog. 

And Bartolotti already has a strong 
endorsement from Sant. 

“No one has qualifications quite like 
Michael,” Sant said. “He has worked 
every aspect of the county clerk’s office. I 
couldn’t think of a better person to replace 
what I’m doing.”

Bartolotti to Run for County Clerk

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Legislators sit and discuss the next steps for Tilly Foster Farm at 
a recent committee meeting. 
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By David Propper 
If there was a time to stay open year 

round, Dominic and Joanne Giordano 
figured now was the best time to give 
it a try.

Usually, following Christmas Eve, 
Vera’s Marketplace closes up shop for 
a few months and returns once again 
in the spring when the weather begins 
to brighten. But this year, the store 
reopened a couple days after the New 
Year with reduced hours and days 
until April. The Giordanos admit most 
nurseries close during the dead of 
winter, but the family business is ready 
for the risk. 

“We’re setting a new trend,” Joanne 
said. “We’re pioneers.”

Joanne said the decision to stay open 
has weighed on the family’s mind for 
the past five years, but the fear of losing 
business kept them from pulling the 
trigger. But now the nursery has a new 
coffee pantry and spin cycle studio 
next door that opened last spring, so 
Dominic said he’s hoping each business 
can help the other out with additional 
foot traffic in the area along Route 9 in 
Cold Spring.

Usually during the winter, the family 
makes it a point to relax and reboot 
after a hectic previous nine months at 

the nursery. 
When Dominic was asked what he 

does during the winter, he joked he has 
four kids to watch after, which keeps 
him more than occupied. In addition, 
he’ll usually paint and do any repairs 
the nursery needs while he doesn’t have 
to worry about customers coming in.

“For the most I spend time with my 
kids and my wife,” he said. “Because I 
don’t see them when I start working 

seven days a week.”
As for Joanne, she sarcastically said 

she sleeps for all of January after the 
business closes. Once February comes 
along, she’ll visit friends she hasn’t 
seen all year. And then when March 
comes along, she begins planting all the 
flowers for the nursery. 

“We’re exhausted by the end of 
December,” Joanne said. “I think we all 
wanted our vacation but now it’s time to 

stay open.”
Their mother, Vera, also works at the 

nursery. Even though the marketplace is 
staying open all year, she’s still planning 
on taking her annual trip to Florida.

Joanne said the feedback she’s 
received from customers once they were 
told they’re staying open year round 
was great.

“They’ve all said ‘we’re so happy, we’re 
so happy,’” she said. “And I said, ‘OK 
we’ll see how happy you are. We’ll see if 
we see you in January or February’” 

Vera’s has been open for about 30 
years and been in the same location all 
that time. But for the first time, they’re 
trying something new, even if other 
nurseries in the area think it’s crazy.

“You tell anyone in a business like 
us they tell you you’re crazy,” Dominic 
said.

Vera’s Marketplace & Garden Center is 
located at 3091 Route 9 Suite 102, Cold 
Spring, and is open Wednesday-Sunday 
during the winter. Their number is 845-
265-2151.

Vera’s Marketplace & Garden Center 
Cold Spring

Business 

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Dominic and Joanne Giordano stand inside the family business that’s been open since 1982.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web:  www.sclafanioil.com
Ask us anything at www.sclafanioil.com/blog

Ultra low sulfur heating oil, biofuel, propane, diesel 
and gasoline. Call us today for the lowest prices 

with the highest quality! 

Sclafani 
         Oil & Propane

Thank you for 
50 years of 
Continued 
Patronage

Get On Deck with
The George Ondek Show

Big Game Super Show!
Tune into the George Ondek show on Youtube with special guest 
Eli Manning, brother of Peyton Manning of the Denver Broncos. 

Eli will discuss whether big brother Peyton will win his 
2nd Super Bowl this Sunday.

  This show sponsored by Guiding Eyes for the Blind Yorktown
Also tune into an interview with 

Putnam County Executive Mary Ellen O’Dell
 and her economic advisor as they discuss the future of Putnam.

 In an upcoming show 
I and other veterans will discuss the need for a fl ag
   to be placed on the fl ag pole at Peekskill City Hall. 

The George Ondek Show
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Marie Alfano
Marie Alfano, 84, of Brewster, died 

on January 19. Mrs. Alfano was born on 
January 22, 1929 to Anthony and Adele 
(Moro) Fasolino in Tarrytown. On April 
16, 1950 she married Al Alfano. She is 
survived by her three loving children; 
John (Dawn) Alfano, Anita (Carl) 
DeRosa, Janette (Randy) Valentino, five 
wonderful grandchildren and seven 
adoring great-grandchildren. She is 
predeceased by her beloved husband Al 
and her brother John.

RoseMarie Bunyea
RoseMarie Bunyea, of Mahopac 

died on Monday January 20 at the age 
of 55 after a valiant battle with breast 
cancer. She was born on September 7, 
1958 in the Bronx to Emil Annattone 
and Rose Marie Gauthier. On May 7, 
1989 Rose married Jeffrey J. Bunyea . 
In addition to her husband and parents, 
she is survived by her children, Jessica, 
Alyssa and Nicholas, her brother Joseph 
(Cathy) and her sister Lisa (Joseph) 
Lamanna. She was the proud Honorary 

Chair of the 2012 Mahopac Relay For 
Life.

Donna M. Brandon
Donna M. Brandon of Poughquag and 

formerly of Carmel died unexpectedly 
at the age of 49 on January 20. She was 
born in Mt. Kisco on February 14, 1964, 
the daughter of James and Catherine 
(Comunale) Repanti. Donna was a life 
member of the Mahopac Volunteer Fire 
Department. She had served terms as 
Financial Secretary and had served on 
various committees, including the car 
raffle committee. She was also a former 
member of the Brewster Volunteer 
Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary. She 
is survived by her husband Eugene, 
her daughter Samantha and her sons, 
Christopher and Robert; her parents; 
her sister, Barbara Furco and her 
brothers Michael and James as well 
as her beloved dog “Bullet”. She was 
predeceased by her brother, Joseph.

Craig T. Harman Jr.
Craig T. Harman Jr. of Mahopac, 

died on January 21, 2014 at the age of 
47.  He was born in Carmel on July 
30, 1966. Craig spent his childhood in 
Mahopac and moved to Arizona as a 
teenager. He graduated from Westwood 
High School in Mesa, AZ and returned 
to live in Mahopac in 2010. He worked 
as a painter and carpenter for CertaPro 
in Jefferson Valley, NY. He is a member 
of the Mahopac Men’s Fraternity, which 
meets weekly at the Mahopac Public 
Library and a parishioner of St. John 
The Evangelist Church in Mahopac. 
He is survived by his father, Craig 
Sr. and his stepmom, Eileen “Tomi” 
Harman of Gilbert, AZ, his son Craig 
III and his wife Samantha of San Jose, 
CA, his daughter Stephanie of Tempe, 
AZ, his sisters, Sondra Pope and her 
husband Gary and Aimee Keevins and 
her husband Chris, all of Mahopac, his 
grandchildren Paris, Bella and Elizabeth 
and many aunts, uncles, nieces and 
nephews as well as many other extended 
family and friends. He was predeceased 
by his mother, Emily Gaynor Fossati 
Harman who died on October 29, 2013.
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I’d like to take this opportunity to 
not only thank Senator Ball for leading 
the charge on the “Jobs for Heroes” 
legislation, but to urge any and all 
residents of the State of New York to 
help support this effort.

Last Tuesday I attended the Senator’s 
Press Conference in Albany in support 
of this bill, which both widened my 
perspective on why this bill needs to 
become a reality and opened my eyes 
to how many Veterans will be affected 
in a positive way.

First of all, New York is one of only 
a handful of states that DOES NOT 

have legislation such as this in place to 
create a state contract preference for 
service-connected disabled Veteran 
owned small businesses.

Secondly, as one in seven Veterans 
are self-employed or small business 
owners, providing this earned 
opportunity to our heroes is common 
sense. The same attributes that make 
these Veterans so vital to defending 
our freedom are the same hard 
earned intangibles that make them 
exceptional at running their businesses 
and creating jobs. It’s time that New 
York join the majority of the rest of 

the nation on this front and get this 
legislation passed.

Please show your support by 
signing the petition on Senator Ball’s 
website:ball.nysenate.gov and make 
this legislation a reality for New York’s 
Veterans.

 
Sincerely,

Tracy Griffin
Brewster, NY

Ladies Auxiliary, VFW Post 5491

I would like to thank Putnam 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell for 
a ‘job well done.’  She has an excellent 
team helping and supporting her every 
decision.  MaryEllen is not a politician; 
rather, she is a person who keeps her 
word.  She envisions a better Putnam 
and works together with the Legislature 
to accomplish her goals. 

I was most impressed with 
MaryEllen’s skills during the past 
budget process when she delved into 
every aspect concerning Putnam’s 
needs versus its expenses.  Once 
again she kept her promise to reduce 
spending and kept us well below the 
2% tax cap. 

MaryEllen has been constantly 
campaigning for a reduction in state 

mandates and has taken her requests 
to our local Assemblypersons and State 
Senators asking them for assistance in 
reducing the mandates which consume 
a greater portion of the Putnam’s tax 
base every year.  The excessive cost to 
taxpayers for Medicaid expenses is, in 
her words, “a runaway train”, that must 
be stopped. 

MaryEllen has always been a strong 
supporter of our Veterans who truly 
are the backbone of this country and 
for that she should also be greatly 
admired.

From my perspective as a 
businessman for 50 years, MaryEllen 
Odell is doing an excellent job leading 
Putnam.  We now have dynamic and 
skilled personnel working within 

the Putnam County Economic 
Development Corporation who are 
not only promoting existing business 
but also creating a user-friendly 
atmosphere that attracts and welcomes 
new businesses.  How I would love to 
see a hotel in Putnam County!

As a taxpayer, I am deeply aware of 
MaryEllen’s many accomplishments 
and her team’s efforts to keep our 
taxes under control.  I firmly believe 
MaryEllen and her capable and 
talented Administration will continue 
their work to reduce the taxpayer’s 
burden. 

Jack Gress
Brewster

Letters to the Editor
Ball Gets Thanks for Taking Lead on “Jobs for Heroes” Legislation

Odell Commended for “Job Well Done” as County Exec

Obituaries
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Thank you to our
Champion Partners

When:  Sat. March 22nd  8pm -- Midnight
Where: Mahopac Fire House, Route 6 Mahopac
What:  Blackjack, Roulette, Slots, Craps, and more...
How much:  $35 gets you $100 in chips
Benefiting: The High School Scholarship Fund

Food and Music!  Door Prizes!
Free deck of cards to first 50 people!

Casino

3/22/14

Night

BYOB

3/22/143/22/143/22/143/22/14
and Texas Hold’em Tournament

Free deck of cards to first 50 people!

Texas Hold’em Tournament
Buy in is $100...call office for details
845-628-5553

 100% of the profits
go directly to Scholarships

for High School Seniors!
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Across
1 Third degree?
4 Not quite straight
7 Garfield’s cry
10 Sailor’s assent
11 Simon and Garfunkel, e.g.
12 “Give it ___!”
13 Guatemalan
14 Increase the size of
16 TV Show “Saturday Night Live”
skewered this city in 2009
18 Archer or Murray
19 Weep noisily
20 Debaucher
22 Nasal partitions
26 Princess and the __
28 Drives round the bend
29 You can “own” shares in this
Putnam Park
31 Football stat
33 __ Beta Kappa
34 Pub offering
35 Salon job
36 Yang’s opposite
37 Yoga class need
38 Timely units
39 Lamb cut

Down
1 Treeless grasslands
2 Carrion eater
3 Drive round the bend
4 Keats favorites

5 Blue states
6 Page-numbering systems
7 Clayey soil
8 Lay an __
9 Deep distress
15 Even though
17 Calculator grid
21 Discuss again
23 Monovalent organic group C3H7
24 Electronics whiz
25 Inquiring
27 Belligerence
29 Guitar part
30 Fixes
31 Thanksgiving grub

Crossword Puzzle

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 14

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
100 south BedFord rd. 

suite 340
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
7 Penn PlAzA

suite 810  
new york, ny 10001

For All APPointMents CAll or eMAil

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

It’s all about you.

The great thing about PCTV is that everyone can have a 

voice. From elected officials and business leaders to 

students and neighbors. We all have stories to tell. We all 

have opinions to share. To lift each other up and bring our 

community closer together. Why not join the discussion? 

To find out how to give the public access to your voice, 

walk to 2 Jackson Street, or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

TALKING
VILLAGE

HOW  TO TURN A GREAT 

WALKING
VILLAGE INTO A GREAT

Maci is a friendly 
and loving girl! 
Adopt her at:   

Pet 
Of 

The 
Week 

M 
A 
C 
I 

www.puthumane.org  

The Putnam   
Humane Society 
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Perhaps you’ve never 
thought much about foam 
rubber as a stuffing for 
furnishings, but I for one have 
never cared for it. Not that 
there’s anything wrong with 
it, as Jerry Seinfeld would say, 
but I’ve always had a kind of 
inborn aversion to the way it 
feels and performs.

A few months ago when the 
wingback chair in my man 
cave (actually a misnomer 
– my hideaway is really a 
rather nicely appointed room) 
literally fell apart, I ordered a 
replacement from Macy’s that I 
saw in a newspaper ad. I didn’t 
think about the materials used when 
I ordered it, but it seemed to have an 
appealing shape, considering that it was 
a lounger in disguise. When it arrived, 
however, I was disappointed to find that 
its arms, seat and back were upholstered 
in foam rubber.  

Well, I thought, it is not as though I 
bought the throne from King Tut’s tomb. 
It was relatively inexpensive and I’d just 
live with it until I found a replacement 
with better materials before banishing 
this rubbery edition to a guest room. In 
the meantime, every time I sit to watch 
TV, I never feel quite settled in place, 
but rather suspended by those little 

air pockets tucked within the 
foam. 

I still remember the joy and 
excitement when my mother 
came home one day with 
several tremendous paper bags 
filled with new pillows for the 
whole family.  “And they’re 
foam rubber!” she exclaimed, 
as though modern science had 
finally reached our home. I was 
only seven years old and had 
little to say about what things 
surrounded me in our home, 
but one thing was certain: when 
I lay my head on foam rubber, 
I couldn’t sleep. I simply tossed 
the pillow aside and lay flat on 

the mattress.
Mother insisted that I try to get used 

to it, but after a week of tossing my new 
pillow aside, she finally relented and 
bought me a feather down pillow. My 
older brother and sister knew from that 
point that I was the “different” sibling 
in the family, and I rather liked the 
distinction.  

Today, there is only one application in 
my home where foam rubber has served 
as an ice breaker among first-time 
visitors. It is its use as the mat beneath 
the wall-to-wall carpeting in our central 
hallway, the result of a somewhat 
arbitrary decision made some years ago. 

The red carpeting already has a deep rich 
pile and combined with the bouncy mat, 
visitors literally sink into it as they walk 
across it, all but losing their balance in 
the process, especially women in heels.  

I couldn’t swear to it because I’m not 
the testing lab of Consumer Reports, but 
I suspect that its use has extended the 
life of my carpeting by many years. 

Where did this foamy substance come 
from, I wondered, and how long had it 
been around? From Google, I learned 
that the pioneering work was done in 
Germany by Otto Bayer in 1937, and 
I’m sure that many people who enjoy 
bouncing around on it are grateful for 
his work ever since. 

But I’m an old-fashioned guy who 
likes sofa pillows filled with goose 
feathers and goose down that have to be 
plumped up again after I sit on them.  

While down pillows are the highest 
quality filling that can be purchased, 
they are also the most expensive and the 
highest maintenance. They must have 
down proof ticking under the upholstery 
fabric to prevent feathers from poking 
through, and still, sometimes they do. 
Also, there is the constant re-fluffing 
required. However, down used with 
other materials, such as polyester fiber, 
is a good option.  

To be fair, there are foams labeled 
“high resilient” or HR that are more 

comfortable and reduce that droopy, 
saggy feel that can come over time. It 
even comes with an “indentation force 
deflection” number ranging between 6 
and 45 that will tell you in advance how 
soft or firm the upholstered piece you 
purchase will have. 

The foam stuffing in my new wingback 
chair, unfortunately, must be on the 
lower end of the scale. When I replace 
the chair – and I won’t do it from a 
newspaper ad this time -- I’ll get myself a 
seating pillow that needs to be plumped 
up after each seating. One that, when I 
plop down on it, will stay plopped. To 
me, this represents those little things in 
life that don’t cost much but make you 
feel that you’re living in luxury.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as 
The Home Guru. For questions about 
home maintenance or to engage him to 
help you buy or sell a home, he can be 
emailed at Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or 
called directly at 914-522-2076.

My Lifelong Attempt to Ban Foam Rubber From My Home Life

Here we are, 
several days before 
Super Bowl Sunday, 
and the game is 
finally in our own 
backyard. So, after 
XLVII games, we 
finally get a local 
venue, only to find 
ourselves boxed out 
from supporting 

our local teams--and from participating in 
the festivities, which are monopolized by 
fat wallets and checkbooks. There are ticket 
prices starting at $1,500; an orgy of expense-
account visitors and 1-percenters paying 
exorbitant prices for hotels, restaurants and 
private events; and 1,500 private jet flights 
crowding the tarmac at nearby Teterboro 
Airport. 

As I pondered this week’s column, I 
thought of the rivalry on the gridiron and 
began transposing it to culinary rivalries 
between Denver and Seattle. 

Once a year we indulge guilt-free in those 
waist-widening, artery-clogging foods we 
try to fastidiously avoid all year. And what 
better way to wash down those calories 
and fat than with your favorite beverage. 

But what to eat and drink?
Here are several food facts for 

Super Bowl Sunday from the National 
Restaurant Association: 69 percent of us 

will be noshing on salsa, 
chips and dips and 63 
percent will be inhaling 
chicken wings. In fact, 
according to the National 
Chicken Council, 1.25 
billion chicken wings will 
be devoured.

Here’s my premise for this week’s column: 
a Super Bowl Challenge for the best food, 
wine and beer produced in the two rival 
football regions. 

FOOD: Seattle’s proximity to Northwest 
waters makes it famous for fresh seafood 
sold at Pike’s Place Fish Market. Denver is 
surrounded by mountains populated by 
wildlife perfect for grilling and roasting. 

Both cities lean toward healthy eating. 
All the fresh air and easy access to skiing 
and hiking are perfect conditions for 
conscientious, healthy-eating residents. 

A sample dish showcasing Seattle’s 
culinary diversity is cedar-planked 
salmon with wild huckleberry demi-

glace, caramelized Walla 
Walla sweet onions and 
Washington apple pie. 

For Denver, local 
wild game is par 

excellence. I’ve 
personally 
enjoyed a meal 
beginning with 

Bison sliders and Denver 
green pepper chili, followed 
by a roast of wild boar and 
elk. I must admit I’ve not 
tried the other famous game 
specialty of the city: Rocky 
Mountain Oysters. The 
winner? This decision is as 

close as I expect the game to be; my nod 
goes to Seattle.

WINE: This is an easy category. 
Washington State is becoming one of 
the premier producers of fine Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Bordeaux blends. There are 
over 700 wineries, a number of which are a 
short distance from Seattle. Quilceda Creek, 
Andrew Will and Chateau Ste. Michelle 
consistently produce quality wines year 
after year. 

Although Colorado is not known for 
its wines, the local wine industry is over 
100 years old and there are currently close 
to 100 active wineries. Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Riesling dominate 
production. Top wineries include Balistreri 
and Zephyr, which are predominantly sold 
locally. The winner? Washington wines, 
by their sheer consistency and power, 
dominate this category.

BEER: This is the most difficult category. 
Each city overflows with craft breweries-
-over 150 each, several with national 
reputations. For Denver, look for New 

Belgium, Great Divide and Left Hand in 
our area; For Seattle, look for Pyramid, Red 
Hook and Elysian.

The winner? It’s like the quarterbacks: 
Payton Manning has a long-term reputation 
for excellence, backed by a Super Bowl ring, 
versus Russell Wilson, a relative newcomer 
with excellent potential, making his big 
game debut. I have to go with the hand of 
experience.

One other category comes to mind. Each 
state has legalized marijuana for recreational 
use. Is the local weed of Washington better 
than Colorado’s? Is there a discriminating 
connoisseurship developing in each state? 
I admit (present-day) ignorance on this 
category. I’ll call it a draw (no pun intended).

Whatever your plans are for the Big Day, 
relax with your favorite junk food, your 
beverage of choice and enjoy the game.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

Super Bowl XLVIII: There’s Also a Culinary Challenge
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

‘the culinary rivalries 
between Denver & Seattle’

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS
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With all of the 
cold weather that 
we have been 
experiencing this 
winter it is very 
easy for pipes to 
freeze, and even 
burst.  This can 
cause significant 
issues in your 
home, and become 

very costly, as well. If you are informed 
about what could happen, and how to 
prevent it you can save yourself from a 
major inconvenience.  

A lesson we have all learned at a 
young age, is that water expands as it 
freezes. The same goes for pipes, as 
the water inside the pipes freeze, the 
more they expand.  As they expand, the 
more of a chance they have of bursting.  
Most people are surprised to find out 
that burst pipes generally do not burst 
against the wall of the pipe, or where 
the ice freezes the pipe. Instead, the 
increased water pressure caused by 
the freezing and expansion causes the 
burst, and is usually located where 
there is little to no ice.

Below are some helpful hints to 

follow to prevent this unnecessary 
disaster:

1) Never, ever set heat below 55 
degrees

2) Generally try to keep the heat 
on the same temperature day and 
night. Give or take a few degrees is 
acceptable, but you want to stay in the 
same temperature vicinity to keep it 
sustained.

3) If you are building a new home 
and are able to decide, chose to keep 
pipes inside,  If you live in an existing 
home where you cannot change the 
location of the pipes make sure pipes 
are properly covered in insulation 
sleeves and there is a lot of insulation 
in the area. Fill in any gaps or holes in 
foundation, or even in walls that could 
be letting in cold air. Open kitchen and 
bathroom cabinets often to circulate 
warm air in house.

4) On days where the temperature 
is very low, go around to all sinks/
faucets and run water slowly.  You can 
leave water dripping lightly to further 
prevent frozen pipes.  The running 
water will also help the pressure 
between ice blockage and faucet, 
should freezing occur preventing pipe 

from bursting.
5) If you have moved out of your 

house, or have a vacant property be 
sure the home is properly winterized 
by a professional plumber.  This allows 
you to keep heat off without worrying.

6) If you think that a pipe may have 
frozen, contact a plumber to come over 
immediately to evaluate the situation. 
If a pipe has burst, turn the main water 
shut off valve off.  Make sure you know 
where the valve is, should you need it in 
case of emergencies, like this. They are 
generally located by the water meter.

Although you can “never say never”, 
if you follow these tips and take these 
precautions you should be in good 
shape this winter. Stay warm, and 
wishful thinking for spring to come 
quickly!

Information and advice provided 
by Alicia Albano, Licensed Real Estate 
Salesperson, ABR with Houlihan 
Lawrence Yorktown Office, also 
serving Mahopac and the surrounding 
areas. Contact me with any questions 
at 914.447.6569 or please visit my 
website for helpful information 
www.AliciaAlbano.com or www.
MahopacLakeFront.com

By Alicia Albano
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How to Prevent Bursting Pipes in Freezing Weather

By Steve Reid
Now that the dust has settled, and 

the holiday season is behind us, it’s 
time to make those returns on gifts we 
really didn’t need or want.  However, 
that should not be the option for 
those of us who received a puppy as a 
holiday present.  All too often, puppies 
are purchased from pet stores and 
breeders during the holiday season 
because they “seemed like a cute gift”.  
However, when mid-January rolls 
around, the cuteness is often overtaken 
by the realities of owning a puppy.  
What is a new puppy owner to do 
when their new family member starts 
mouthing their pant legs, chasing their 
feet, barking, soiling the house, and 
not listening to a word they say?  The 
answer is...“Train your puppy”, not 
give them up to a shelter.  

Here are three simple tips to follow: 
Quick Housebreaking – I always 

encourage new puppy owners to get 
their dog housebroken as quickly as 
possible.  There are not too many other 
things that frustrate dog owners more 
than a dog that soils in the house.  That’s 
why I have a specific housebreaking 
protocol that is clear and concise for 
new dog owners to follow.  It all starts 
with setting you and your puppy on a 
predictable schedule to go outside to 
the bathroom.  Start at small intervals 
like every two hours and gradually 
increase from there.  If you get the 
housebreaking issues behind you, then 

you can move on and begin enjoying 
your puppy without the worry and 
hassle of frequent accidents.

Clear Rules and Structure – Dog’s 
thrive on structure and routine.  By 
setting clear rules, boundaries, and 
structure, we are able to establish 
great habits with our dog that will 
last a lifetime.  Consider having your 
puppy sit before entering and exiting 
the doorway of the home, maybe you 
don’t want your new puppy jumping 
on furniture or beds, and make sure 
not to reinforce begging at the table 
during meal times.  These are just a 
few items to consider.  

Begin Training NOW – There is no 
reason why you should put off training 
your dog on the basics.  You can 
begin teaching your puppy obedience 
commands, how to come when called, 
and how to walk nicely on a leash. 
With a safe, fair, and effective training 
system, it is not unrealistic for you to 
have a well-trained dog before they 
reach six months old.  

The sooner you begin implementing 
these three simple tips, the sooner you 
will be able to fully enjoy your new 
family member.

Steve Reid is a certified dog trainer 
and owner of S.R. Dog Training in 
Somers, NY.  For more information 
about S. R. Dog Training, send an 
e-mail to steve@srdogtraining.com, call 
914-774-7654 or visit srdogtraining.
com.

County Executive MaryEllen Odell cut 
the ribbon at the opening of “The Pond,” 
the latest addition and first outdoor skating 
rink at Brewster Ice Arena’s premier sports 
complex. Assisted by owners Jim Hahn and 
Steve and Sandy Santini and surrounded by 
staff and skaters, Odell cut the red ribbon on 
January 15.

“Brewster Ice Arena has grown 
consistently as it continually seeks to provide 
that which its members and customers want. 
This beautiful outdoor rink, ‘The Pond’ is 
just another example of “If you build it they 
will come,” said Odell.

Brewster Ice Arena opened in December 
of 1997 as a one rink facility but quickly 
grew as did the demand for more additional 
skating rinks. The following year, a second 
rink was added and in 2000, a studio rink 
was built on the facility’s second floor. Then, 
in 2002, Players Sports Bar, Restaurant and 
Banquet Hall opened and in 2005 a full-

sized fitness center was added. Today, the 
Brewster Ice Arena is the first four-rink 
facility in the lower Hudson Valley and 
Western Connecticut area. 

“Given the popularity of the NHL’s Winter 
Classic outdoor games, we are excited to bring 
a bit of the nostalgic pond hockey ambiance, 
introducing a new generation of skaters and 
hockey players to a fantastic tradition,” said 
Steve Santini. “Our new surface enables us 
to further cultivate our existing programs 
and to help us accommodate all of our loyal 
customers’ skating needs.”

The Grand Opening celebration included 
free skating from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. followed 
by a cocktail party in Players Restaurant/
Sports Bar.

Brewster Ice Arena can accommodate 
private rentals, corporate functions, and 
skating parties. The facility is located at 63 
Fields Lane, Brewster, NY 10509. For more 
information, call (845) 279-2229.

Three Simple Tips for Your New Holiday Puppy Odell Cuts Ribbon for Outdoor Skating Rink
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Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

adoption
ADOPT: The stork didn't call; we hope 
you will! Loving, happy family seeking to 
adopt baby to complete our family. Con-
tact Robin/Neil: 866-303-0668, www.rn-
ladopt.info

auCtions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

divorCE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EvEnts
Woodstock School of Art- CALL FOR 
ENTRIES for a juried exhibit, "THE 
PRINT SHOW" $2,000 in awards! Dead-
line: March 1st. Download prospectus, 

www.woodstockschoolofart.org OR 845-
679-2388.

HEaltH & BEauty
VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free, only 
$99.00. Save Big Now, Discreet ship-
ping. VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free,  
$99.00. Save Big† Now, Discreet ship-
ping.1-800-491-9065 Today!

HElp WantEd
ARMONK, NY RESTAURANT TEAM: 
Work for the best guy ever! Excellent 
opportunity/full time jobs in a new res-
taurant located in Armonk, NY. If you 
know how to CHOP A SALAD, make 
wraps, serve great soups and be AMAZ-
ING WITH CUSTOMERS, I want to 
meet YOU. Bring your prep, line, cook-
ing & customer service experience! We 
will be a great team. Let’s learn from each 
other! EMAIL YOUR RESUME or list of 
restaurant experience: bowlssalad@aol.
com Don’t wait!!! BE ON MY TEAM! 

BUS DRIVER & OVERNIGHT SU-
PERVISOR: Weekdays or weekends for 
emergency homeless shelter in the North-

ern Westchester area.  Available immedi-
ately. 9 PM to 7 AM. $13.00/hour.  Speak 
English and Spanish. Class C bus drivers 
license.  Resume to Emergency Shelter 
Partnership, PO Box 427, Mount Kis-
co, NY 10549 or email info@emergen-
cyshelterpartnership.org 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land
NYS LAND FOR SALE 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
With Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top Ma-
ple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Apple 
Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

land WantEd
ABANDONED FARM 5 acres- State 
Land -$16,900 6 acres- Farmhouse - 
$99,900 Gorgeous So. Tier, NY hilltop 
location! Fields, woods, stream, pond, 
30mile views! EZ owner terms! (888) 
905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!
Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

Staff  and skaters surround owners Jim Hahn and Steve and Sandy Santini as County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell cuts the ribbon during the January 15 Grand Opening of the Brewster Ice Arena’s newest skating 
rink, “The Pond.” With the addition of its first outdoor rink, BIA now boasts a total of four skating rinks for 
its members and is the premier sports complex in the lower Hudson Valley and Western Connecticut area.
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February Ongoing: 
Computer Help: At Reed Library 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 a.m. to noon.  
Help learning basic PC skills, creating 
an e-mail account, learning how to use 
the internet.  Please call the Library to 
confirm availability, 845-225-2439.

SAVE THE DATE: 
Saturday, February 8

Philipstown Winter Carnival – noon-
5 p.m., at Philipstown Rec Center and 
Winter Hill. A free, fun-filled family 
day; food & beverages available for 
purchase. For more info, visit: www.
philipstownrecreation.com/programs.

Saturday, March 9
Westchester/Putnam 2014 St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade.  I have attached a participation 
form for you to fill out or you can go on-
line to www.saintpatricksdayparade.net   
and sign up there.  This year’s parade is 
on Sunday March 9th and is dedicated to 
the American Flag.  Our Grand Marshal 
is John Callaghan, a man who has been 
involved in our community and the Irish 
community for many years.

Friday, March 22
2nd Annual Hudson Valley Cerebral 

Palsy Association Charity Poker 
Tournament: Hosted by Hudson Valley 
Cerebral Palsy Association and win 
your way to the 2014 World Series of 
Poker Main Event!  This event is an 
official satellite location for the WSOP.  
All net proceeds benefit those with 
developmental disabilities and to help 
build the Opportunity League Park.  $250 
donation, register online at www.hvcpa.
org/poker and for more information or 
call (845) 878-9078 x4115.  

Tuesday, January 28 
Medicare 101: 10:30 a.m. at the Reed 

Library.  This workshop will explain all 
of the ins and outs of Medicare.  Valuable 
information to those entering Medicare as 
well as those who are already on Medicare.  
Please call the Library to register, 845-
225-2439.

Wednesday, January 29
The American Legion Argonne Post 

71 Meeting:  8 p.m.. The post is located on 
Ice Pond Road Brewster NY 10509. New 
members are always welcome. Web site 
http://putnamcountynylegion.tripod.com

Thursday, January 30
The Tri-State IBM Retirees Club 

Meeting: 1:30 p.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 1176 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak. The speaker will be a 
representative from Field Home Who will 
be introducing us to the new facility at 
their location. Retire Smart at Stoneridge 
and the info telephone number is 914-

528-916. Refreshments are available at 
1 p.m. All IBM retirees and guests are 
welcome. Info: 914-930-1281

Friday, January 31
Putnam County Chambers of 

Commerce - Trailblazer Awards 2014: 
Live Music • Great Food • Live Auction 
to Benefit Community Development 
Projects Masters of Ceremony: Putnam 
County Executive, MaryEllen Odell & 
Putnam County Sheriff, Donald Smith 
6:30 p.m. – 11 p.m. • Cocktail Hour: 
6:30pm – 8:30pm. Villa Barone Hill 
Top Manor, 466 Route 6, Mahopac. 
Purchase Tickets: $75 each or 10 for 
$700. Payments may be made online via 
PutnamChamberNY.org. To pay by check, 
make check payable to Putnam County 
Chambers of Commerce and mail to: 
Putnam County Chambers of Commerce, 
953 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac. 

Saturday, February 1
Take Your Child to the Library 

Day: Mahopac Public Library will join 
the excitement with a day of activities 
including a building-wide Scavenger 
Hunt, a family Storytime, and a crafts 
center in the Library’s Garden View 
Room. Bring your child or grandchild to 
this special event and find all of the hidden 
treasures in your local library.   Dewey, 
a favorite summer visitor, will make a 
special appearance at Mahopac Library 
on “Take Your Child to the Library Day.”  
Everyone will have a chance to take part 
in the Great Library Scavenger Hunt, and 
all participants will receive a coupon for 
a free book from the Book Barn courtesy 
of the Friends of Mahopac Public Library.  
The Scavenger Hunt will run from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m.; family Storytime takes place at 
10 am, and the crafts center is open from 
11 a.m. until 3 p.m.  The Book Barn offer 
extended hours on February 1, and will 
be open from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. “Take Your 
Child to the Library Day” is an event the 
whole family will enjoy; no registration 
needed – all are welcome For additional 
information about “Take Your Child 
to the Library Day” at Mahopac Public 
Library, contact Joan Rose, Head of Youth 
Services, at 845-628-2009, ext 135.

Tail Wagging Tutors: Kids read to 
trained dogs also 2/15, 3/8 and 3/22 from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Call the Reed Library to 
register, 845-225-2439.

Sunday, February 2
The German American Club Presents: 

Superbowl XLVII. 4 p.m., Kickoff at 
6:20 p.m. Wonderful Buffet, lots of fun 
and prizes. $10. At door ($8. If paid in 
advance at bar), but free admission if you 
bring food to share for at least 6 people. 
See www.gac1936.com for details or call 
(845)528-5800

Crossword Answers

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks 

prior to your event and include the words “Happenings 
Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries 

should be sent to Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.
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Play Your Favorite

 Golf Courses 
from Around the World 

Without having to Leave 

Westchester County!

Choose from over 
40 Historic &

 Famous Golf Courses 
in one of  our four 

Indoor Golf 
Simulators

Indoor Golf 

In a whirlwind week full of  off-court distractions, 
high-flying Peekskill G Chavis Pigott and the Class 
A Red Devils were knocked off  by Zack Nolan (13) 
and the Putnam Valley Tigers for the first time
in history last Wednesday in a 58-54 League I-C win 
that enabled the stateranked (No.3) Class B Tigers 
(13-1) to hold on to first place while sending
the Valley into temporary bedlam... See Boys’ Hoops 
Notebook

‘Pigs’ Can Fly!
Putnam Valley 
Secures Historic 
1st Win over 
Peekskill, 58-54

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO



Unbeaten Mahopac Remains atop Putnam/NWE Hoops Poll
Panas Takes Somers Title; PV, Peekskill Fall 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Put Valley Shocks Peekskill; Mahopac, Martinez Torch Carmel
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

There were two HUGE league games 
played last week: Carmel vs. Mahopac 
in League I-B and Peekskill vs. Putnam 
Valley in I-C. Each were historic in 
their own right, and both were played 
out before SRO crowds within the cozy 
confines of two Putnam County gyms. 

Let’s start at Mahopac, where the @
MahopacManiacs had the last word on the 
@CarmelCrazies after the Indians pulled 
off a 68-51 win over the visiting Rams last 
Saturday. The energy was surreal in the 
building as Mahopac senior RJ Martinez 
squared off against his old mates from 
Ram Nation, a year removed from his 
two-year varsity career at Carmel. 

“It was a little weird,” said Martinez, who 
had the last laugh, compiling 23 points 
(off 5 3’s), eight boards, four assists and 
four steals while Mahopac’s suffocating 
defense held Rams to two points in pivotal 
third quarter (a 12-2 run), leading to a 43-
32 lead. “I felt it (their venom), for sure.”

The Carmel Crazies spewed their 
venom in the direction of the former 
Ram, but RJ’s Indians seized control in 
the second half and proved to be the 
vastly superior team. Mahopac senior 
point man Glenn Janik played one of his 
best all-around games of the season with 
12 points and six assists. Senior C Ryan 
Simone, a walking double-double this 
season, finished with 11 points, 11 boards 
and five assists. Sophomores Dan Foley (8 
points) and Aidan Hynes (6 points) were 
integral contributors for the Indians, who 
have not only accepted RJ as one of their 
own but are willing to lay it all on the line 
for him.

“We definitely wanted this for RJ,” said Captain Simone, who has played with 
or against Martinez since 
elementary school. “This 
place was crazy today, the 
Maniacs were crazy.”

Carmel got 13 points 
out of senior captain James 
Loughran while promising 
youngsters Quinn Willman 
and Ryan Train each 
dropped a dime on the 
Indians. Carmel’s athletic 
6’2” F Ray Dorritie was hit 
with two early fouls, and 
returned in the third to 
provide a post presence but 
he seemed out of rhythm 
after taking a pot-shot at 
Janik in mid-traipse down 
the court.

The youthful Rams 
are looking forward to 
Wednesday’s rematch at 
home (4:00 p.m.) where 

everyone anticipates 
another rowdy reception 
upon Martinez’s return 

to his old stompings. The leaders of Ram 
Nation have promised to be in full throat 
and the Mahopac Maniacs are a given. 

You can bet a loud and raucous chorus 
will once again saturate throughout they 
gym.

“We know it’ll be as crazy as it was 
today, maybe a little crazier” Mahopac 
Coach Kevin Downes said. “I think our 
guys wanted this win so bad for RJ that 
they lost a little focus early on. We needed 
to do a better job of rebounding and 
finishing around the basket and we did 
a much better job once we got our focus 
and settled in during the second half.” 

PUTNAM VALLEY vs. PEEKSKILL 
was just as nutty last Wednesday at the 
packed Tiger’s den where PV notched a 
historic 58-54 triumph for the first win 
ever over Peekskill. This win, punctuated 
by the performances of seniors Zach 
Coleman (game-high 21 points) and 
Jelani Bell-Isaac (10 points, 14 rebounds), 
was for every Tiger who was battered 
previously during Putnam Valley’s 12 
years of varsity existence. Bell-Isaac 
scored six crucial points inside during 
the final three minutes of regulation and 
swatted or altered a slew of shots in the 
paint.

Now a state-ranked (No.3) Section 1 
Class B title contender for the second 
year in a row, Putnam Valley (13-1) has 
the material goods to run with just about 
anybody in Section 1 this season. 

“This feels incredible, I don’t know what 
else to say,” Bell-Isaac said after Coleman 
splashed two free throws in the waning 
seconds to seal the deal (Coleman shot 
12-of-15 overall at the stripe). “They’ve 
had out number over the years, so this is 
for every one before us.” 

Putnam Valley held Peekskill to just 
seven points in the third quarter. Playing 
without Coach Lou Panzanaro (who was 
serving a suspension for a practice-related 
issue with assistant Coach Tony Jackson), 

the Red Devils were under 
the management of Assistant 
Coach Tim Turner and 
will be until Feb.6th (vs. 
Lakeland); unless the five-
game suspension currently 
being served by the frustrated 
Panzanaro is reduced (Uh, 
hello! Can we say ‘let’s re-
think this’).

Peekskill (8-5) also played 
without senior Morgan 
Jackson, a reserve off the 
bench. The rumor mill was 
swirling last Wednesday, 
but playing time for Jackson 
is believed to be at the crux 
of the issue between the 
coaches.

The Red Devils were led 
by speedy G Chavis Pigott, 
who scored a team-high 20 
points, and knocked down 
three first-half 3’s. As a team, 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac’s RJ Martinez is clearly excited about the prospects of  this shot against Ram Quinn Willman 
and the visiting Carmel Crazies behind him in 68-51 Indian win last Saturday.

Carmel’s James Loughran advances on Mahopac’s Dan Foley in 
Rams’ loss to Indians Saturday. Putnam Valley G Zach Coleman has inside track on Peekskill C 

Musheed Muhammad in 58-54 Tigers’ win last Wednesday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Peekskill hit six of its seven 3-pointers 
through the first two quarters and held 
a one-point lead at the break. Limited by 
foul trouble, Peekskill big man Musheed 

Muhammad (nine points) got in early 
foul trouble and wasn’t much of a factor 
until coming off the bench at the start 
of the fourth quarter to ignite a 7-0 run 
that tied the game at 46-all. Muhammad 
fouled out shortly thereafter, with a little 
over four minutes left in the fourth and 
was visibly shaken by a loss most folks 
never figured on, particularly Red Devil 
fans, who were also besides themselves for 
the superintendent’s action to suspend the 
NYS Hall of Fame Coach in his final year 
from the same sideline he has patrolled 
for 31 years while winning nearly 580 
games, 10 sectional titles, five NYSPHSAA 
crowns and three Federations.

For the good of the team: Get a grip, 
please! Time served is sufficient.
PUTNAM/NWE LEAGUE I-B, I-C, I-D POLL

No.1 MAHOPAC – Coach Downes’ 

Class AA Indians (12-1) would be a No.4 
seed if the playoffs started today, which 
would be good for a pair of home games 
where they haven’t lost since Jan. 19. 2011 
(since Wagner’s senior year to Yorktown 
on a buzzer beater). Coach Downes tells 
me there’s a chance the Indians will set up 
a pre-playoff scrimmage with PV, which 
would help both clubs prepare for the 
rigors of the sectional tourney and get 
us a clear-cut No.1 at the top of this poll 
#GetErDone!

No.1A PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B, state-ranked (No.3) 
Tigers (13-1) would be a three-seed if 
the playoffs began today and they would 
be poised to do some serious damage. 
The Tigers are nearly 8-deep now in 
terms of their rotation, which has helped 
immensely and should keep them from 
foul trouble concerns in the post.

No.3 PANAS – Coach Sully’s Class 
A Panthers (10-3) would be a No.3 seed 
if the playoffs started today, which is 
something very few people could have 
predicted, but you know the Panthers 
mean business when they show up as a 
team to scout the PV vs. Peekskill because 
they are still eye-balling a share of the 
League I-C crown. We would really like 
to see another quality W besides the ones 
over Peekskill and Somers; perhaps a win 
over Put Valley this Friday at home (6:15 
p.m. tip) would suffice.  

No.4 PEEKSKILL – Coach P’s Class 
A Red Devils (8-5) will need to look 
past their whirlwind week and rely on 

one another to 
recoup their inner 
Zen because that 
team that lost to 
Put Valley is still 
damn good but on 
the brink of going 
either way. And 
brinksmanship is 
a dangerous game.

No.5 SOMERS 
– Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers 
(8-7) saw Conor 
Cousin drop 21 
points and Matt 
Moros add 14 in 
a 72-64 win over 
John Jay, which 
give the surging 
Tuskers wins in 
5 of last 6. When 
these two are 
unconscious the 
way Moros was 
when scoring 
a career-best 
37 points in a 
68-49 win over 
Ossining in the 
championship of 
the 17th annual 
George Budries 
tournament at 
Yorktown, Somers 

can score with anyone in Class A.
HM Croton – Coach Billy T’s Class 

B Tigers (9-3) seem to have found 
their niche during current 5-game win 
streak, which includes a pair of W’s over 
Pleasantville and a potential No.6 seed 
if playoffs started today. League title to 
be decided this Thursday/Friday against 
Briarcliff & front-running Blind Brook.

HM Carmel – Coach Venditto’s Class 
AA Rams (5-8) have hit the skids of 
late, dropping 3 in a row and falling to a 
potential No.13 seed and would open at 

No.4 Mahopac (oh, perfect world, please 
be there for me). Class AA seeds fall off 
the table after No.9 Suffern. 

HM Haldane – Coach V’s Class C Blue 
Devils (9-5) don’t seem to want the League 
I-D title after suffering losses to Hen Hud, 
Pawling and front-running North Salem.

HM Yorktown – Quite frankly; I 
expected more from Coach Cap’s Class 
AA Huskers (3-11), though I’m not sure 
why. Sophomores Louis Cartagena and 
Nick DeGennaro willed the team to recent 
victory over Hastings. Cartagena scored 
a career-best 26 points and DeGennaro 
stuck a deep 3-ppinter that sealed the deal.

HM Lakeland – Coach Weltman’s Class 
A Hornets (4-9) gave Putnam Valley fits 
for three quarters before the Tigers pulled 
away for a three-straight win over the 
Hornets, who had a nice bounce-back 
win over Yorktown. Rematch with PV 
on senior night in the valley should be 
interesting. On a side note, the insanity 
between Lakeland and PV kids has to 
subside. I know times have changed, but 
there was once a time when Lakeland and 
the Valley were arm-in-arm brethren, 
who shared far more than just a border. 
Both sides need to stop the B.S. and 
absolve their issues before administrators 
step in and ban fans from future games in 
all sports. Your fathers and mothers were 
brothers and sisters; trust me, I was with 
there with them swigging Boone’s Farm 
wine and chugging the King of Beers. It 
ain’t worth it, gang!

HM Hen Hud – Coach Hirsch’s Class 
A Sailors (7-7) have hit the skids during 
4-game losing streak, including crucial 
loss to Pawling that could conceivably 
doom their league title aspirations.

HM Brewster – Coach Martino’s 
Bears (5-10) had nine players score, led 
by Adarsh Budhathoki’s 11 points, in 
Brewster’s 60-53 win at Carmel. The Bears 
are competing against everyone in the 
league except Mahopac.

Putnam Valley senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac soars for two critical points in 58-54 
win over Peekskill last Wednesday.

The Mahopac Maniacs had the 1st laugh Saturday after defeating rival Camel, 68-51, but the Carmel 
Crazies hope to have last laugh Wednesday in rematch.

Mahopac’s RJ Martinez chases high-five from 
Coach Downes after knocking off  Carmel Saturday.

Mahopac’s Ryan Simone (L) fights off  Carmel’s 
Ryan Train in 68-51 Indian win last Saturday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By A.J. Martelli
MAHOPAC’s senior forward 

Mairead Hynes sat on the bench 
before the Indians’ game Saturday 
afternoon at home vs. CARMEL, 
unaware of what was about to 
happen. She was asked to come 
to center court. She jogged out, 
confused, when all of a sudden 
her teammates came forward and 
presented her with a plaque to 
honor her 1,000th career point, 
which she netted on a foul shot 
in Mahopac’s 64-46 win over 
BREWSTER last Wednesday.

Hynes picked up a double-
double to lead the Indians to the 
win over the Bears with 25 points 
and 25 rebounds, and mentioned 
how she banked in the elusive 
bucket in the second quarter 
from behind the foul line, trying 
to feel at ease in a pressure-laden 
environment.

“It was a foul shot and I knew 
I had one point to go,” she said. 
“The first one was no pressure, 
because I had two shots. If I 
missed the first one I had the 
second one. I was just praying for 
it to go in; saying ‘please go in’ 
and thank God it did.”

The milestone is almost a 
family tradition for Hynes, being that her 
aunt Deirdre (a former Indian herself) is 
a member of the 1,000 point club. Hynes 
admitted 1,000 points was a goal she 
thought about for a long time and set out 
to reach from her first game.

“I saw my aunt up there and I always 
wanted to be one of the best players that 
came out of Mahopac,” she said. “To be 
put in a group of some of those players is 
really phenomenal, and it’s really nice to 
be able to achieve one of those goals.”

Mahopac Coach Chuck Scozzafava 
couldn’t have been happier to see her hit 
the 1,000 mark and feels like the pressure 
is now off one of his top girls.

“I know it was on her head,” he said. 
“She was struggling a little bit but you 
could see after she made her foul shot 
she’s starting to come around. It’s done 
and now she can just relax and play ball.

“I’ve coached boys, I’ve coached girls, 
and Mairead does things as well as anyone 
I’ve ever coached. She’s solid underneath, 
she knows how to play underneath, she 
knows the technique; knows how to get 
her feet. She just does a lot of good stuff 
inside and it was great to see her get it.”

Hynes only finished with six points 
in the Indians’ 53-31 win over Carmel 
Saturday, but Alayne Felix (16 points) and 
Caroline Horan (11 points) picked her 

up. The Rams stayed close to Mahopac 
throughout quarter number one, the 
Indians only up 14-13 after the first. But 
they exploded in the second quarter with 
a 13-1 run before halftime and dominated 
from there on out.

“We sort of figured out a way to attack it 
and Alayne did a hell of a job,” Scozzafava 
said. “She’s been solid all year and they 
were doubling down on Mairead a lot, so 
we had an opportunity to let Alayne get 
involved in the offense a lot more. The 
girls found her and we did what we have 
to do.”

Carmel was paced on offense by Caitlyn 
Murphy (nine points) and Kelly Oliver 
(five points). Rams’ Coach Dan O’Hare 
thought his girls worked hard against the 
rival tribe, but ran out of steam after the 
first quarter.

“We had a lot of energy in the first 
10-12 minutes, but then boom, we got 
deflated for some reason, somehow,” he 
said. “Mahopac was very hot from the 
outside, they shot the ball well and we 
kind of cooled off at the wrong time, but 
that happens with a relatively young team. 
We’re learning. It’s a slow process. We lost 
to Somers, we lost Cross-River by two. 
We’re close, but we’re just trying to get 
over that hump.”

Mahopac (9-3) and Carmel (4-9) get 
another crack at each other tomorrow 

night, this time on Ram hardwood – a 
game that was originally scheduled for 
Jan. 18 but got snowed out.

While Hynes and 
the Indians are making 
headlines up north, down 
county OSSINING is still 
dominating, and had a player 
of its own reach 1,000 points 
this past week. Last Thursday 
Jalay Knowles netted her 
1,000th career point in the 
Pride’s 71-22 victory over 
Harrison. Needing only 11 to 
hit 1,000 going into the game 
she led all scorers with 19.

“Jalay is one of the hardest 
workers I have had in 23 
years of coaching,” Pride boss 
Dan Ricci said. “She’s also one 
of the nicest kids you would 
ever meet.”

The Pride (13-2) only 
have three games left on the 
regular season schedule: 
Saturday vs. Boys and Girls, 
Feb. 6 vs. league opponent 
Rye, and Feb. 7 vs. Greeley – a 
team that upset PEEKSKILL 
last week. The lady Red 
Devils were victimized 
by another upset this past 
weekend, falling 61-52 to 

rival HENDRICK HUDSON 
– a feat that Sailor junior 
forward Amber Feminella 
thought very highly of.

“It was definitely one of 
the best feelings I have ever 
experienced,” she said. “Our 
energy was high, our team 
chemistry on offense was 
good. We rebounded very 
well for the little height we 
have on both ends of the 
court. Our foul shots and 
communication on defense 
really helped us get the win.”

Feminella’s offense helped 
the Sailors (10-4) as she 
bucketed 15 points, behind 
leading lady Cassidy Boyle 
(27 points) and supporting 
cast member Amy Glashoff 
(13 points). Lanay Rodney 
was the lady Red Devils’ 
leader with 22 points.

“It was great,” said Hen 
Hud Coach Ken Sherman. 
“We played them the first 
time and they beat us by 36 
points, but we didn’t feel 
they were 36 points better 
than us. The energy was on 
the defensive end, which was 
huge. We played man-to-man, 
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Mahopac’s Courtney McCormack goes baseline on fallen Serena Murphy in Indians’ win last Wednesday.

Mahopac’s Hynes, Ossining’s Knowles Join 1,000 Point Club
Hen Hud Upsets Peekskill at Home

Mahopac senior Mairead Hynes owns the paint for a pair of  points en 
route to 1,000 for her career in win over Brewster last Wednesday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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everybody was responsible for guarding 
their girl, and they did a phenomenal job.”

The Sailors trailed 12-11 after the first 
quarter, but outscored Peekskill 16-10 and 
20-16 in the second and third quarters, 
respectively, setting Hen Hud up for a win.

“Peekskill always makes runs,” Sherman 
said. “We were able to withstand those 
runs. We were losing 7-0; we fought 
back to the point where we went up five 
right before halftime. Our girls were so 
pumped up; it was almost like we had 
won the game and I had to remind them 
(at halftime) we have another 16 minutes 
before we get the victory for this one. But 
it carried through.”

The Red Devils went on another run 
in the fourth before Boyle hit a huge 
3-pointer to give the Sailors a 51-50 lead, 
which they never gave up – while the 
defense only yielded one more Peekskill 
field goal.

“It definitely shows that if we put our 
minds to anything,” Feminella added, “we 
can beat any team. This will help us finish 
off the season with a good record and help 

us in sectionals.”
Sherman agreed.
“When you’re 

playing the Class A 
champs, and they have 
everybody returning, 
it tells you how hard 
you’ve worked,” he said. 
“They’re definitely one 
of the best in the class, 
and I told the girls, if you 
can beat them you can 
play with anybody in the 
class. They have a lot of 
confidence right now.”

Before Hen Hud 
beat Peekskill Saturday, 
they picked up a 50-33 
win over PANAS last 
Wednesday. Glashoff led 
the way with 16 points, 
Boyle added 13. The 
Sailors, now riding a six-
game win streak, have a 
big game coming up at 
Mahopac Thursday.

“Mahopac is going to 
be a tough game because 
they beat Beacon,” 
Sherman continued. 
“Then we have Lakeland 
(Friday) who beat us 
the first time around 
– they’re a tough 
opponent for us, so two 
tough games next week. 
But again, we have a lot 
of confidence right now.” 

KENNEDY got back 
in the win column 
following its 61-60 
heartbreaker to Ursuline 
in the Autism Classic at 
Irvington last weekend, 
picking up a 47-36 win 

over Good Counsel in CHSAA play this 
past Thursday. Kiera Hennessy had 18 
points and eight rebounds, backed by 
Tara Heslin-Scott (eight points), Tiffany 
Panarese (six points) and Kaitlyn Knox 
(five points).

“It was kind of a balanced attack,” 
Coach Lance DeMarzo said. “Balanced 
scoring throughout the lineup. Right now 
we’re 11-8, but we gave away three or four 
games; lost at the buzzer vs. Ursuline. 
Technically we could be 15-4 at the blink 
of an eye if we had just finished in three 
games. And all our losses came to quality 
teams and all of those games outside the 
Ossining game – we were leading at one 
point.”  

The Gaels (11-8, 6-0 in league) get back 
at it Saturday vs. Mary Louis (Queens).

“It’s pretty empty this week with 
midterms, so I gave the girls a few days 
off to concentrate on their studies, but 
after that it’s back to business,” DeMarzo 
added. “Mary Louis won their last four 
games down there and they’re coming on 

strong, so it should be a good game.”
Capping off this past week’s action 

was LAKELAND’s huge 47-39 
overtime win over YORKTOWN 
last Thursday. Husker standout 
Taryn Horgan nailed a 3-pointer at 
the buzzer to send it into OT, but 
the Hornets took control from there. 
Nikki Kardias was on top of things 
for Lakeland (8-4), netting 12 points. 

Mahopac’s Amanda Geyer, a budding underclassmen, surveys the scene 
in win over Brewster last Wednesday.

Brewster’s Paige Montague bodies up on Mahopac’s 
Alayne Felix in Indians’ win over visiting Bears last 
Wednesday.
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The Chophouse Grille

CG

957 Route 6 Mahopac 
(845)628-8300

call for reservations

www.thechophousegrille.com

Tuesday & Wednesday
FREE glass of wine with dinner
Thursday
1/2 OFF bottle of wine with dinner

steak seafood bar lounge. . .


