
By Rick Pezzullo

The Town of Cortlandt is hoping to join 
two of its neighboring municipalities in 
cashing in on millions of dollars being offered 
by the state to rejuvenate downtown areas.

Cortlandt officials are preparing to submit 
an application later this year to be considered 
for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
(DRI), a state-funded grant that provides 
communities with between $10 and $20 
million. Cortlandt is focusing its application 
on the hamlet centers of Montrose and 
Verplanck.

Peekskill was awarded $10 million 
from the DRI in 2019, while the Village of 
Ossining was a recipient of the same amount 
in 2021.

The DRI is a cornerstone of the state’s 
economic development program. Now in its 
fifth year, the DRI will invest $200 million 
in up to 20 downtowns statewide. The 
state’s 10 Regional Economic Development 
Councils (REDCs) select a winner based on 
the potential of the community’s downtown 
for transformation. Within each region, the 
REDC will nominate either two downtowns 
to receive $10 million each or one downtown 

to receive an award of $20 million to develop 
a downtown strategic investment plan and 
implement key projects that advance the 
community’s vision for revitalization.

The Cortlandt Town Board has established 
a DRI committee comprised of residents, 
business owners, Town Board members 
and town staff. In addition, the Town Board 
has retained KG&D Architects to provide 
professional planning and architecture 
services in support of the application.  

The DRI Committee includes Supervisor 
Dr. Richard Becker, Councilman Frank 
Farrell, town Economic Development 
Consultant George Oros, Director of 
Planning Chris Kehoe, Assistant to the 
Director of Planning Rosemary Boyle-
Lasher, Assistant Planner Michelle Robbins 
and eight residents, Jill Davis, Adam 
MacNeil, Sabrina Pereira, Basil Kazepis, 
Tricia Delamater, Warren Smith, Dominick 
Saladino and Suzanne Grossberg.

Town officials are also looking for input 
from the community-at-large through 
a survey that will be part of the DRI 
application. The survey can be accessed at 
www.townofcortlandt.com/DRI. Deadline to 
complete the survey is September 15.

By Rick Pezzullo

The operator of a new Par 3 golf course 
in Jefferson Valley who has been under fire 
from Yorktown officials for continued delays 
and unresolved issues is retaliating with a 
lawsuit that alleges the town has been using 
a “Keystone Cops approach to local zoning 
enforcement.”

In an Article 78 proceeding filed July 20 
in state Supreme Court, RC Recreation 
Development, LLC clubs Supervisor Matt 
Slater, Councilman Sergio Esposito and 
Building Inspector John Landi for engaging 
in a “politically motivated campaign” that 
led to a stop work order on July 6 and a 
search for a new company to take over the 
redevelopment of the town-owned property.

“Slater, Esposito and Landi have not 

hidden their desire to replace RC at any 
cost, regardless of the existing contract, 
and along the way have not only engaged in 
conduct that is arbitrary and irrational and 
contrary to law, but have also breached the 
contract in several respects and violated 
RC’s rights to procedural and substantive 
due process, and the right to be free from 
warrantless searches and seizures, under 
the Fourth, Fifth and 14th Amendments in 
the United States Constitution,” the lawsuit 
states.

The property has not been used since 
2007 when Shallow Greek Golf Course shut 
down. In 2014, town officials entered into a 
10-year agreement with RC Recreation to 
restore the site as Valley Fields Golf Course 
but progress stalled when RC President 
Rocco Cambareri died in 2017.

In 2018, the lease with RC was extended 
to 2028 when one of Cambareri’s partners 
assumed control. In 2020, Valley Fields was 
fined by the state for doing work without a 
required permit. A 2021 spring or summer 
possible opening never materialized. In 
December 2021, the town’s Planning Board 
approved the site plan for Valley Fields.

In the lawsuit, RC Recreation maintains 
the redevelopment of the course has “from 
time to time been delayed by external 
and unanticipated factors, be they insect 
infestations, COVID-19-related shutdowns, 
supply chain disruptions, and the like. 
Despite these challenges, approximately 
one-third of the greens and fairways are 
now replaced and in pristine condition, and 
development of the other elements of the 

project are proceeding apace.”
During a Town Board work session 

last month, Landi outlined 18 “barebones 
necessities” that RC Recreation needed 
to resolve before even considering having 
golfers tee off after the nine-hole golf course 
failed to open July 4 as expected.

Landi also revealed that two campers 
had been planted on the property for more 
than a year, with one allegedly being used 
as a dwelling. Slater said when Landi and 
Yorktown Police visited there was evidence 
of someone living in the camper and they 
were ordered to leave.

RC alleges in the legal action that heat 
from the town intensified after Slater took 
office in January 2020.
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Golf Course Operator Takes Swings at Yorktown Officials in Lawsuit

Cortlandt Preparing to Vie 
for Downtown State GrantBe A Superhero, 

Not A Bully

Yorktown officials and Riley Manning-Burns, a boy with Down syndrome, were on hand last week 
for the unveiling of new anti-bullying banners that will be installed at four town parks in response 
to a recent bullying incident targeting Manning-Burns at Yorktown’s new adaptive playground at 
Granite Knolls Park in Mohegan Lake. The new banners read: Be a superhero, not a bully.
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“Styling himself after prominent 
conservatives like Donald Trump and Ron 
DeSantis, Slater used his position as town 
supervisor as a bully-pulpit from which he 
routinely and repeatedly (but baselessly) 
disparaged RC and/or the golf course, often 
joined in this spiteful chorus by Esposito. 
This abuse and disparagement came to a 
head after RC retained counsel and lodged 
a formal written complaint with the town on 
June 17, 2022, then again on July 5, 2022,” 
the lawsuit states.

Slater, who has criticized RC Recreation 
for “blatantly” refusing to meet with the 
Town Board when invited to discuss issues, 
vowed last week to “take on any fight to 
protect taxpayers from abuse.”

“Holding a contractor accountable for 
under-performance over eight-and-a-half 
years is not a political campaign, sabotage, 

abuse, or disparagement,” Slater stated. 
“Before the COVID-19 pandemic and my 
tenure as supervisor, six years of this 
contract passed with paltry accomplishment-
--an inexcusable degree of inaction.”

“Despite years of delays, the Town 
Board sought to work with this developer 
to advance this golf course’s completion. 
Instead, we have received excuses and 
false promises while the developer or its 
employees violate our ordinances, including 
by having employees unlawfully live in 
this town park and by operating without a 
proper building permit since 2019,” Slater 
continued.

“The time has come for RC Recreation 
Development and its principals to 
acknowledge that they have been incapable 
of completing this project,” he added. “Their 
lawsuit makes outlandish allegations to shift 
public attention away from their failure.”

RC also alleges in the lawsuit that Slater 

and Esposito “directed and/or participated 
in warrantless administrative and criminal 
searches of the golf course, including 
in one case where Slater, Esposito and 
others dressed up like golfers and came 
to the facility knowing it was not yet 
open to the public, manufactured alleged 
and nonexistent ‘violations,’ including 
criminal,…and threatened RC and/or 

its agents and employees for criminal 
prosecution.”

Slater responded to that claim, remarking, 
“Under the contract, the town is entitled to 
enter the golf course to inspect, observe 
or monitor any aspect of the licensee’s 
operations. No need for disguises and none 
were used.”
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By Rick Pezzullo

The Town of Somers has received a 
$100,000 state grant for the design and 
installation of an upgraded HVAC system in 
its Town House building, more commonly 
known as the Elephant Hotel.

“For the benefit of our municipal 
employees and residents alike, it is best to 
update and revamp well-used infrastructure 
and shared facilities whenever possible, 
of which a new HVAC system for the 
Somers Town House, one of Westchester’s 
most important historical buildings, is a 
great example,” said State Senator Pete 
Harckham. “I am pleased to be able to help 
support the town in this initiative while also 
alleviating some of the tax burden that the 
project’s costs would have created.”

Completed in 1825, the Elephant Hotel 
was built by Hachaliah Bailey, a prominent 
American circus operator. The town 

purchased the hotel and adapted it for use 
as a town hall in 1927. The first two floors 
house the town’s office and meeting rooms, 
and the third floor is used by the Somers 
Historical Society and Museum. The 
building was designated a National Historic 
landmark in 2005.

Currently, the Somers Town House 
uses an oil-fired central boiler for heat and 
hot water. Air conditioning is provided by 
12 window-mounted units in offices and a 
central A/C unit for the large, 1,600-square-
foot meeting room. This mix of HVAC 
technologies is inefficient and does not allow 
for building occupants to have sufficient 
temperature control in their workspaces. 

The new HVAC system will utilize a state-
of-the-art variable refrigerant flow (VRF) 
air source heat exchanger and an array of 
interior air handlers. With the amount of 
refrigerant controlled as it moves to the 
evaporators and through the handlers, 

separate configurations can be constructed 
that allow simultaneous heating and cooling 
in different work areas and effectuate 
individualized temperate control. The 
existing boiler will remain in place to provide 
auxiliary as necessary.

The design of the project has been 
completed and work began this past month. 
The cost for the entire HVAC project is 
expected to be $154,000.

“The Town of Somers is very grateful for 
the support from the Senator’s office.,” said 
Somers Supervisor Robert Scorrano. “This 
grant will help preserve and upgrade one of 
New York’s historical landmarks.”

The awarded grant funding was secured 
within the State and Municipal Facilities 
Program (SAM), which is among the grant 
programs administered by the Dormitory 
Authority of the State of New York (DASNY) 
to support community and economic 
development. 

Somers Receives $100K State Grant for Elephant Hotel HVAC System

Golf Course Operator Takes Swings at Yorktown Officials in Lawsuit 
continued from page 1

The Elephant Hotel built in 1825.

By Rick Pezzullo

The Yorktown Town Board voted last 
week to spend $3.2 million to install long 
discussed water meters and upgrade water 
mains.

The board agreed to award a contract 
to Core & Main to install about 4,500 
residential smart water meters. Yorktown 
will borrow $1.9 million to replace outdated 
water meters. The board also awarded a 
$1.3 million contract to clean and reline 
water mains on Hanover Street and 
Strawberry Road.

“We’re tackling projects that have 
languished for years and we’re getting them 
done,” said Supervisor Matt Slater.

Yorktown began replacing half of the 
approximately 10,000 residential water 
meters in 2011 until the effort halted in 
2016. Water meters typically function well 
for about 20 years before they begin to 
have accuracy issues. About half the town’s 
meters are older than 20 years.

“This investment will improve the 
accuracy of our residents’ water bills and 
protect our water quality,” said Councilman 
Tom Diana.

The meter replacement is expected 
to begin later this year. Town officials’ 
earlier financial planning ensures that the 
municipal borrowing for the new meters 
will not affect residents’ local tax bills.

“We were very careful to plan for these 
essential upgrades so that taxpayers 
wouldn’t take a hit,” said Councilman Ed 
Lachterman.

Town officials also voted to award a 
contract to Michels Pipe Services for 
the water main work. Yorktown has not 
performed water relining since the late 
1980s.

“The Town Board is committed to 
updating and improving our facilities in 
a responsible way that doesn’t create 
financial burdens for our residents,” said 
Councilman Sergio Esposito.

Yorktown to Invest $3.2M in 
Water System Upgrades/Meters

A Sendoff Salute

Yorktown Police Lieutenant John Delulio was recently saluted at a ceremony marking his retirement 
after serving more than 32 years on the police force.
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By Martin Wilbur

Bedford School District officials will decide 
whether to have another firm examine its 
practices, policies and procedures as fallout 
continues from last school year’s incidents 
of bathroom photos being taken of special 
education high school students.

While the district hired the Manhattan-
based Kroll Associates in June to conduct 

an investigation into the specific incidents, 
the firm made it clear that helping schools 
review or revise their policies is not its area 
of expertise, said Board of Education Vice 
President Steven Matlin. 

If another consultant is hired, some 
overlap with Kroll would be expected, 
Matlin said. 

Another possibility is for the district to 
assess practices, policies and procedures 

on its own. Part of the evaluation would also 
include the district’s climate and culture, and 
there would be a focus on special education 
students.

The Kroll investigation is ongoing.
“We can wait to see what Kroll comes 

back to us with because they are looking to 
see the policies and procedures that we have 
in place to the extent they were followed, 
where they could be improved,” Matlin said. 
“So there’s a bit of this that will cross over 
with what they’re doing, but this is way 
bigger than just what they’re doing, and then 
there’s the special education component of 
it as well.”

The Westchester County District 
Attorney’s office stated last week that the 
matter has been closed without the filing 
of any criminal charges stemming from 
multiple incidents that took place during the 
first six months of the 2021-22 school year at 
Fox Lane High School.

Because some of the individuals under 
investigation were under 16 years old, that 
alleged conduct would fall under the purview 
of the county attorney’s office and Family 
Court, according to a statement released last 
week by the district attorney.

Bertina Capuano, assistant chief deputy 
county attorney, who oversees the process 
of charges filed pertaining to juveniles, said 
her office has not seen anything related to 
those incidents.

“We’ve received no referrals for any 
incident involving the Bedford School 
District or the Fox Lane school,” Capuano 
said.

Photos that were taken in the bathroom 
were posted on social media. 

Last spring, parents of special education 
students, including a few whose children 
were victimized, demanded answers into 
how the district could allow the matter to 
spiral and how students would be protected 
in the future. They also expressed frustration 
that the district ignored the needs of many 
of the special education pupils before the 
explosive accusations came to light.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Robert 
Glass said he would report back to the board 
to evaluate whether all or part of any review 
would be better for an independent firm or 
if it was something that the district could 
handle internally.

Trustee Gilian Klein said the district could 
benefit from having an independent entity 
assist it in its review, particularly relating to 
practices, policies and procedures.

“So I think the independence of a third 
party has some real added benefits and can 
only complement the work you’re already 
doing to understand our culture, but could 
drill down on policies and procedures and 
ensuring that students are safe,” Klein said 
to Glass.

Board President Edward Reder said the 
climate and culture evaluation is a different 
component than practices, policies and 
procedures. The issue of protecting the 
vulnerable population of special education 
students is another layer for the board to 
consider, he said.

Bedford School Officials Weigh Third Party Review of Policies, Procedures

Bedford Board of Ed to Continue Q&A 
at Least Once a Month
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Bedford Board of Education President 
Edward Reder proposed continuing the 
question-and-answer session during public 
comments for at least one meeting a month 
for the upcoming school year.

Reder said that residents have expressed 
their support for the give and take when 
they have questions or pressing matters 
they want addressed. 

“In my experience, it’s often very 
awkward when people come to a board 
meeting and they come to the microphone 
expecting to hear an answer and it’s 
awkward when we’re just in public forum 
and it’s one way,” Reder said. 

For people who don’t follow meetings, 
it can be very awkward and it looks like 
we don’t care and that’s the furthest thing 
from the truth.”

It was unclear whether the board would 

make it a feature at every meeting during 
the public comments portion or keep it at 
once a month. Reder said he would like to 
get to the point where it’s at every regular 
meeting, although time may play a factor in 
that decision.

Board Vice President Steven Matlin 
said as long as the public conducts itself 
properly it should not be a problem. 
Trustees usually have a pretty good idea 
when an issue draws a sizeable crowd to a 
meeting, he said.

“We should be able to have a productive 
conversation,” Matlin said. “We may not 
have all the answers, we may need the 
administration to take some time to get the 
answers, but I think we’re all committed 
to being as transparent as possible, and we 
can do that effectively.”

—Martin Wilbur
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By Martin Wilbur

With more than 25 percent of all monkeypox 
cases in the United States in New York, 
Gov. Kathy Hochul declared a state disaster 
emergency last Friday in order to combat the 
slowly expanding virus in the state.

The declaration allows healthcare providers 
with additional tools to get more residents 
vaccinated. Coinciding with the emergency 
declaration was the federal government’s 
release of another 110,000 monkeypox 
vaccine doses to New York. The state has 
now received 170,000 vaccines since after 
the first cases were identified in New York in 
mid-June.

About 30,000 doses will be delivered 
to counties throughout the state with the 
remainder going to New York City.

“We need to utilize every tool in our 
arsenal as we respond,” Hochul said last 
week. “It’s especially important to recognize 
the ways in which this outbreak is currently 
having a disproportionate impact on certain 
at-risk groups. That’s why my team and 
I are working around the clock to secure 
more vaccines, expand testing capacity and 
responsibly educate the public on how to stay 
safe during this outbreak.”

As of Monday, the state Department 
of Health reported 1,573 active cases of 
monkeypox throughout the state, with 
the overwhelming majority of those cases 
–1,472 – in New York City. Westchester has 
the highest number of cases of any county in 
the state with 40 while Nassau and Suffolk 
counties are the only other counties that have 

reached double digits in cases, at 10 and 22, 
respectively.

The remaining cases are scattered around 
the state including Rockland County with 
four and Dutchess County with three cases. 
Putnam County has yet to record a case.

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer said the county continues to hold 
its Monday and Wednesday monkeypox 
vaccinations at the Health Department clinic 
at 134 Court St. in White Plains. Vaccinations 
are available by appointment only by calling 
914-995-8500.

Westchester Medical Center is hosting 
a drive-through clinic at its site in Valhalla 
Monday through Friday. Appointments can be 
scheduled there by calling 914-326-2060.

Latimer stressed that if somebody 
may have been exposed or if you belong 
to a high-risk group consider getting the 
vaccine. Unlike COVID-19, the monkeypox 
vaccine can greatly reduce or even eliminate 
symptoms once someone has tested positive, 
he said.

“If you get a monkeypox vaccination, 
the vaccination just doesn’t lessen your 
experience, it can eliminate the disease in 
you,” Latimer said.

The encouraging news is that since the 
first Westchester case was identified on June 
16, there have been no fatalities from the 
monkeypox virus in the county, and state 
health officials have noted that it is rarely fatal. 
However, the disease, which is contracted 
mostly through skin-to-skin contact or 
touching an item that came in contact with 
someone’s rash or lesions, is quite painful, 

Latimer said. 
Symptoms include rashes, bumps or 

blisters on or around the genitals or hands, 
feet, chest or face. There could also be flu-like 
symptoms, such as fever, headache, muscle 
aches, chills and fatigue. These symptoms 
may occur before or after the rash, or not at 
all.

The county announced Monday that on 
two upcoming Thursdays, Aug. 11 and 18, 
the LOFT LGBTQ+ Community Center in 
White Plains will be hosting a clinic from 9:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The vaccine will only be for 
those receiving a first dose of the two-dose 
regimen. A second dose is needed 28 days 
later.

The New York State Department of Health 

reported that 89 percent of its cases outside 
New York City through July 27 have been 
contracted by people who identify as lesbian, 
gay or bisexual.

COVID-19 Persists
While monkeypox is attracting much of the 

attention on health matters, at least in the 
metropolitan area, COVID-19 cases continue 
to persist. For much of the past month in 
Westchester, the active cases have remained 
between 3,000 and 3,500, Latimer said.

As of Sunday, there were 3,248 active cases 
in Westchester with 150 COVID-related 
hospitalizations. During the past week there 
was one fatality, bumping up the death toll 
since the start of the pandemic to 2,778 in the 
county.

Launching an Ice Cream Emergency

Monkeypox Vaccines Ramp Up as Hochul Declares Emergency

Yorktown Councilman Ed 
Lachterman and his wife Carol 
recently unveiled a new venture 
called Ice Cream Emergency, 
which is an ice cream parlor 
on wheels. It is described not 
as an ice cream truck, but 
a walk-in ice cream parlor. 
It’s also available for parties 
and private and business 
events. Ice Cream Emergency 
can be found on Facebook, 
Instagram or at http://www.
icecreamemergency.com or by 
calling 914-370-4770.
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By Martin Wilbur

The New Castle Town Board asked 
Chappaqua Crossing representatives to supply 
fiscal and downtown impact analyses before 
scheduling a public hearing on revised zoning 
that would increase the center’s allowable 
carryout restaurant and retail liquor space.

A lack of consensus on the board regarding 
the two issues prompted officials to hold off 
on setting a date for the hearing until they 
receive the additional information. Supervisor 
Lisa Katz told Summit Development principal 
Felix Charney, whose company sold the retail 
portion of the site to the Chicago real estate 
management firm Haitman last winter, and 
attorney Diana Kolev that once they receive 
the material the board can set a date.

Councilman Christian Hildenbrand said it 
would have otherwise been premature to set a 
hearing date before the board has had a chance 
to look at the data.

“I, typically, when we get to this stage, at 
least the six months since I’ve been on the 
board, we’d come to some majority consensus 
to move it forward,” Hildenbrand said. “I don’t 
think we have with these two points – or the 
Wright House.”

Katz said that once they receive the report, 
the town can then schedule the hearing.

“We certainly couldn’t make a decision 
without that information,” Katz said. “I think 
it would be helpful for the board to have that.”

Charney had hoped that a hearing could 
have been set for September. He indicated that 
the information the board is seeking would be 
arriving shortly.

“I would guess in a couple of weeks we 

would have all of that,” he said.
Haitman is looking for relief from several 

requirements as the process to rent the 
entire 120,000 square feet of retail space at 
the former Reader’s Digest site has stalled, 
particularly attracting sit-down restaurant 
operators into two spaces that had been set 
aside for that use. As a result, the company 
is asking to increase the maximum square 
footage of carry-out food establishments from 
7,500 square feet.

In the spring, one fast-casual eatery, 
Sweetgreen, opened at Chappaqua Crossing.

Another key request from the operator is to 
eliminate the cap of no more than 25 percent 
of a store’s square footage for retail liquor 
sales. Charney said a liquor store wants to 

move to the location but cannot do so unless 
the requirement is lifted.

That matter could be a point of contention 
because town officials may not want a 
business competing with other Chappaqua 
liquor stores in order to protect the hamlet’s 
downtown.

A third request for relief comes from Toll 
Brothers, the developer building the 91 
townhomes in the project’s East Village, to 
construct a clubhouse rather than going to 
the expense to restore the 1850s Thomas V. 
Wright House. The board must also schedule 
another hearing if it entertains Toll Brothers’ 
request.

Relief from the requirement of no outside 
trash storage is also being sought. On July 19, 

Haitman appeared before the town’s Planning 
Board to discuss the possibility of building 
two trash enclosures, one at the southeast 
corner of the building housing Life Time 
Fitness, the second in the retail parking area 
adjacent to buildings D and E.

The enclosures would be 12 feet wide by 17 
feet deep and about six feet high and have an 
earth-tone brown color in hopes they would 
blend in with the brick siding of Chappaqua 
Crossing’s retail buildings, said Matthew 
Steinberg, a planner consultant for Haitman.

He said each enclosure would take up two 
parking spaces. There are about 600 parking 
spaces in the retail portion of the site.

Concerns were raised by Director of 
Planning Sabrina Charney Hull about losing 
those spaces.

“We’ve always said there’s enough parking 
but we need to know that you’re keeping track 
of it somehow in just looking to the future 
because if the Planning Board is a proponent 
of making this change and reducing the retail 
(parking) by four spaces, we do need to keep 
track of it,” Hull said.

Charney said a bigger concern was the 
enforcement of students who drive to Horace 
Greeley High School, located across the 
street from Chappaqua Crossing, using their 
lot for overflow parking

Board Chairman Robert Kirkwood said that 
the trash enclosures would be fairly close to 
the residences, perhaps a larger issue than 
losing parking spaces.

The issue is expected to be put on the 
agenda for a public hearing before the 
Planning Board in September.

Data Needed Before Chappaqua Crossing Hearings on Zoning Requests

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

A portion of some of the small retail spaces at Chappaqua Crossing. The retail operator of the complex 
hopes to be granted relief of several conditions through amended zoning, including increasing the 
limit on carry-out food businesses and allowing a liquor store.

DID YOU KNOW: The CEO of the ASPCA, Matthew Bershadker makes
$770,000 + Salary? That’s 6x’s higher than the average not-for-
profit CEO pay of $123,000!!
The ASPCA does NOT support the work of local Animal rescue agencys like the SPCA, but they do prey on the emotions of generous
people who want to help save animals. Go to their web site and you’ll see images of neglected animals right next to a “donation button”.

As a PCSPCA supporter, we want you to know that 100% of your contributions go to a noble and worthy cause, the rescue and protection
of animals subject to neglect and cruelty. Our schedule is 24/7, but we ask only a minute from you so that no call
goes unanswered especially in the Summer months of unbearable heat.

Contributions in any amount from caring donors like you enable the Putnam County SPCA to continue to rescue
and protect animals facing unspeakable cruelty.

Throughout 2022, the Putnam County SPCA has remained true to it’s mission:

• SPCA Officers, NOT ASPCA answered every call of suspected animal cruelty throughout Putnam County.

• SPCA Officers provided shelter and life-saving medical treatment to animals subjected to heinous acts of abuse.

• SPCA Officers intervened in situations of elder abuse, child abuse and domestic violence.

• SPCA Officers succeeded in taking violent offenders off the street with their arrests.
Cruelty is not just limited to animals. The Putnam SPCA is the first and only agency to address all forms of cruelty inflicted on the weakest
members of our community — animals, children, and the elderly.

Please, visit our website, spcaputnam.org, go to the donate page and sign up to become a Monthly Hero. If you’re
unable to make a monthly commitment, please make a donation online or by mail to: PC SPCA, PO Box 850,
Brewster NY 10509. We need your help today more than ever. Thank you in advance for your donation.

Report Animal Cruelty 24/7 (845)520-6915
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By Abby Luby

After more than a decade of service, 
Jeffrey Econom, Pleasantville’s 
superintendent of Public Works and village 
engineer, will be retiring at the end of the 
month. 

The announcement was made at last 
week’s Village Board meeting. 

“I’ve enjoyed working for government,” 
Econom said reflecting on his 33 years 
working in the government sector. 

He also served as deputy town engineer 
in Yorktown from 1988 to 2006 and 
assistant village manager in Mount Kisco 
from 2006 to 2011. 

As Pleasantville’s superintendent, 
Econom has supervised 20 employees 
in four departments: sanitation, water, 
highways (including roads, curbs, drainage, 
sewers, signage and parking) and fleet 
maintenance, which includes DPW, sewer, 
sanitation, police, parks and senior center 
vehicles. 

“Everything is somewhat of a 
challenge,” Econom said. “One of the 
biggest challenges was the storms we had 
and getting power restored for everyone. 
But we all came together and worked well. 
I had a great experience working here.”

Last week the Village Board voted to 
accept Econom’s letter of retirement. 

“This is a bittersweet occasion,” said 
Mayor Peter Scherer. “We always knew 
Jeff would retire on us at some point and 
clearly, we will miss him in many ways. We 
appreciate your service.” 

Econom praised the people he has 
worked with in Pleasantville. 

“I’m one cog in the wheel and I couldn’t 
do anything without the staff that I had, he 
said. “They are a great bunch of guys and 
without them things wouldn’t get done.”

In his letter of retirement, Econom 
offered to be on hand if needed to ease 

the transition to the next newly-appointed 
superintendent. One bit of advice Econom 
had for his successor is to be flexible. 

“This kind of work is a challenge every 
day, and some things come up, a work 
order changes and you just have to be 
able to multitask and keep your head up,” 
Econom said. 

As for his future plans, Econom said 
he would be spending more time with his 
two-year-old grandson. 

“But I’m not one for sitting and 
doing nothing,” he said. “I’ve also been 
consulting for 27 years as an engineer in 
code enforcement. I like to be busy.” 

Pville’s Superintendent of Public Works Econom to Retire

Jeffrey Econom, Pleasantville’s superintendent of 
public works and village engineer, will be retiring 
at the end of August. The announcement was 
made last week. 

Food Drive 
Scheduled at 

Peekskill HS on 
August 13

State Sen. Peter Harckham 
(D-Lewisboro) will be holding a 
food drive from 12 to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 13 in the parking lot 
of Peekskill High School, located 
at 1072 Elm St.

Along with members of his 
team and a group of volunteers, 
Harckham will be collecting 
food for Caring for the Hungry 
and Homeless of Peekskill 
(CHHOP) and its Fred’s Pantry, 
which will help to feed some of 
the neediest members of the 
Peekskill community, including 
many seniors. The food drive is 
in partnership with the New York 
State United Teachers. 

This will be a “Drive-Thru, 
Drop Off” event. No food will 
be distributed; it will only be 
collected. Volunteers will collect 
the food from the car. There is no 
need to get out of the vehicle.

visit us at:
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I’m a registered Democrat and New 
Castle resident. I am disgusted and 
outraged. 

The Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee (DCCC) under 
Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney’s leadership 
is spending millions to support election 
deniers in Republican primaries to defeat 
relatively moderate Republicans, and even 
patriotic Republican congressman, who 
risked their political career and voted to 
impeach Donald Trump, the existential 
threat to American democracy and 
American way of life. If Maloney cannot 
put country before party, he fails the 
leadership test and does not deserve to 

win his primary. 
I would like to say a few nice things about 

Maloney first. He has a beautiful and loving 
family. He is leader for marriage equality. 
He has a reputation as a moderate and 
pragmatic leader with a growing profile. 
I watched his speech about adoption 
many times and it moved me to tears. I 
watched some congressional hearings 
and interviews he gave afterward. My 
strongest impression is his compassion. 

However, this is the moment when 
compassion is not enough. I demand 
authenticity. Maloney needs to put the 
money where his mouth is. If Trump is 
the existential threat to America, Maloney 

must treat it like one and put country 
above party and above individual ambition. 
Otherwise, Maloney is just another Kevin 
McCarthy wannabe. 

It is true that by helping the election 
deniers, Democrats have a better chance 
in some districts. However, it could surely 
backfire, particularly in a year when 
the political climate favors Republicans. 
Democrats spent a large sum of money 
to help election denier Doug Mastriano 
in the Republican gubernatorial primary 
in Pennsylvania, thinking he is too radical 
to win. The race is now highly competitive 
and some even think that it’s Mastriano’s 
race to lose. Remember this is a swing 

state for 2024, and it is hard to imagine 
what Mastriano would not do to help 
Trump. 

Even if Democrats win those races, by 
helping the election deniers they have 
solidified Trump’s control of the Republican 
Party when there is fierce resistance. I 
have little doubt Trump is going to run in 
2024. If he wins the Republican primary, 
he can win the presidency. Is this what you 
want, Rep. Maloney?

If Maloney in this crucial moment of 
history does not show leadership, I am 
going to vote for state Sen. Alessandra 
Biaggi in the primary. If Maloney wins 
the primary, I will consider voting for 
a Republican candidate in the general 
election, if he or she is going to put country 
before party.

Hypocrisy and cynicism must be 
punished, even if I believe Maloney is a 
better candidate to represent my district. 
Otherwise, who is going to put our country 
first?

Larry Liu 
Chappaqua

Abinanti: An Honor to Serve, But Disinformation Campaign Was Deplorable

Letters to the Editor

Maloney’s Decision to Support MAGA Republicans’ Campaigns is a Threat

The Westchester Board of Elections 
has certified the June 28 primary election 
results. Despite our strong re-election 
effort, we were not successful. While 
we won 70 of 127 election districts, the 
turnout in those districts was very low and 
the other 56 districts produced more votes 
for my opponent.

Thank you to all who participated in 
the June 28 primary election. Democracy 
depends on voters exercising their right to 
vote.

A special thank you to all who worked 
on my behalf. We can be proud that we 

ran a positive campaign on my record of 
delivering for the 92nd Assembly District 
and for New York.          

I thank the people of the 92nd District 
for giving me the opportunity to represent 
them in Albany for 12 years. I look forward 
to continuing to work for them and the 
people of New York for the remainder of 
the year.          

One further note, I am disappointed 
and outraged by the coordinated effort in 
campaign literature and social media to 
use innuendo, half-truths and outright lies 
to malign me personally and attempt to 

destroy my reputation built over 40 years 
of community service. 

Especially egregious was the attempt 
to portray me as anti-woman and 
unsympathetic to female victims. Those 
who know me will say just the opposite. 
My long record shows the contrary. I was 
a founding board member and pro bono 
attorney for the Westchester Coalition for 
Legal Abortion (before New York was a 
pro-choice state), an outspoken advocate 
for the Survivors Act and a supporter 
of every legislative initiative to ensure 
women’s equality and assist victims.

Our nation is besieged by viral 
disinformation campaigns. It’s 
disheartening to see the same tactics used 
locally by Democrats. Democrats must live 
up to a higher standard and call out those 
who damage our democracy by using those 
despicable tactics.

The vicious attacks on me and my 
reputation are unforgivable. Those who 
perpetrated them should be ashamed.

Assemblyman Tom Abinanti
Pleasantville

Assembly Hopeful Would Be Wrong for New York
Assembly candidate Kathleen Valetta-

McMorrow is a radical ideologue. In her 
most recent attempts to smear her opponent 
in the Putnam County Courier, she states 
emphatically that she will defend the 
Reproductive Health Act of 2019. 

For those who may be unfamiliar with 
this legislation, let me explain. Valetta-
McMorrow is saying she supports non-
physician healthcare practitioners (not a 

doctor) performing abortions. She fully 
supports late-term abortions, which the 
state defines as six months or later, even up 
to the moment of birth. Valetta-McMorrow 
supports the removal of protections under 
law of the unborn, meaning, should a 
pregnant mother be attacked and killed, the 
murderer cannot be charged with the death 
of the unborn child. Valetta-McMorrow 
is already on record supporting radical 

proposals such as universal healthcare for all 
and bail reform. 

A vote for Valetta-McMorrow will be a 
vote to continue the out-of-touch policies 
that have turned New York into a living 
dumpster fire. The last thing we need is to 
elect Kathleen Valetta-McMorrow to Albany.

Peter Domin
Southeast
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Slater’s Fuzzy Logic in His New York State Fiscal Analysis

Guest Column
The Many Valuable Benefits to Telling Our Stories to the Next Generation

Bringing our own life stories, memories 
and past to the forefront yields many 
significant, valuable benefits from a health 
standpoint and for family connectivity 
purposes. This becomes especially true as 
our population ages and lives longer, and 
seniors make up a greater percentage of our 
total number.

Although nine out of 10 of us would 
probably deny having a very interesting 
life story, the truth is that when our past 
pours forth from our lips, the tales often 
become engaging and even riveting. From 
my vantage point as a biographer and 
personal historian, I have yet to meet any 
adult without somewhat of a compelling life 
story to share. 

From strictly a health standpoint, 
recalling our past and recording it on an 
audio or audiovisual device, or committing 
it to paper for one’s self or for publication, 
serves as a catalyst for stimulating our mind 
muscle. Mental health professionals are 
increasingly using storytelling as a tool to 
preserve and even improve their patients’ 
cognitive brain functions. 

Recent studies have shown that, 
especially for seniors, digging deep to share 
memories has these health benefits, among 
others: 
• Writing or speaking about the past 

stimulates and flexes our brain’s 
cognitive muscles and creates the 
potential to slow the progression of 
memory diminishment and cognitive 
decline. 

• Our speech, language and writing skills 
generated within the brain are activated 
and engaged and motivate us to “reach” 
for vocabulary and certain terms to 

adequately and properly 
express ourselves. 

• Recalling stories, orally 
or in writing, is an 
excellent therapeutic 
practice as it provides 
us the chance to 
better understand 
emotional, stressful 
or painful situations 
that had occurred in 
past months, years or 
decades. 

• Bringing forth 
highlights and 
experiences from our 
past on a daily basis 
provides both structure 
and routine, like exercising our brain 
and cognitive abilities, ideally a few 
days weekly. 

In my own experience writing seniors’ 
memoirs and biographies, time and time 
again, my clients have asked me to move 
up a previously-scheduled interview date 
and time. These individuals seem to find 
the interviews in which we discuss their 
past amazingly cathartic and gratifying. I 
almost always receive a heartfelt thanks at 
the interviews’ end. 

In addition to the health benefits, sharing 
our life stories serves the vital purpose of 
connecting the different generations of our 
families. How many of us have a gnawing 
regret that we never asked our father about 
his World War II experience or asked our 
grandmother why she was divorced in 1925 
(scandalous in that era) or inquired how our 
parents first met? 

The sad truth is that we all have our 

expiration dates, and not 
sharing our family histories 
and life stories can easily 
mean that this information 
becomes forever lost. 

Not only seniors, but 
baby boomers, too, have 
become aware of this 
fact, as shown in a study 
commissioned by Allianz 
Life Insurance Company. 
The study found that baby 
boomers place more value 
on family history, values 
and life lessons that can be 
passed on to their children 
and less importance on 

financial inheritance for 
subsequent generations. 

Talk show host, actress and philanthropist 
Oprah Winfrey has acknowledged the 
importance of capturing and saving our 
life stories, saying, “I urge you to pursue 
preserving your personal history to allow 
your children and grandchildren to know 
who you were as a child and what your 
hopes and dreams were.” 

Research conducted by psychologists 
Marshall Duke and Robyn Fivush of Emory 
University found that children who possess 
a basic knowledge of their family history 
appear to enjoy better emotional health. In 
asking nearly 50 families questions about 
their history, the two researchers learned 
that the more the children knew, the 
stronger their sense of control over their 
own lives, the higher their self-esteem and 
the more successfully they believed their 
families functioned. 

The ever-increasing interest in genealogy 

and learning about our roots fits nicely 
with capturing our own and our elders’ life 
stories. While genealogical data provides 
the skeleton’s bones – who our forefathers 
were, when they arrived on these shores, 
what ship brought them to America – it is 
biography and life stories that put the meat 
on those bones. Capturing and retelling 
the details of life stories, and creating our 
biographies, brings genealogical data to life, 
making it colorful and exciting. 

In my own family, I’ve learned that upon 
coming to the U.S. more than a century ago, 
my grandfather initially slept on a relative’s 
fire escape on Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side, and my grandmother attended night 
school to learn English with her two young 
sons perched on her lap. 

Our life stories are a genuine treasure 
that connects the past to the present and 
gives future generations a more thorough 
understanding of who their families are 
(and were). It helps our children and 
their children become aware of what our 
descendants achieved and sacrificed in 
attempting to realize the American dream. 

As baby boomers age and seniors live 
longer, accessing our memories and 
capturing and preserving our past can keep 
us cognitively sharper and more mentally 
alert and provide important family history 
for the generations to come. 

Somers resident Alan D. Bergman is a 
baby boomer and the founder of Life Stories 
Preserved LLC, a memoir and biography 
writing services firm. It can be found at 
https://LifeStoriesPreserved.net or e-mail  
Info@LifeStoriesPreserved.net.

In the June 16 Yorktown News, Assembly 
candidate and Yorktown Supervisor Matt 
Slater offered his commentary on what 
he wrongly perceives to be a New York 
State spending crisis. He ignores the fact 
that this money represents an influx of 
new federal infrastructure and American 
Recovery Act funding.

According to a New York Times article 
in March “By some estimates, more than 
$270 billion has moved from Washington 
to New York through a series of pandemic 
relief and stimulus bills since the pandemic 
began.”

In 2021, it was announced by the federal 
government that New York State was 
scheduled to receive about $12.7 billion 
of aid from the American Rescue Plan and 
another $30 billion from the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act over the next 
five years. Could Mr. Slater possibly be 
suggesting that we forgo the opportunity 
to improve, modernize and repair our aging 
highway and transportation systems? 
Is he saying that federal funds are being 
misspent?

No. Mr. Slater hasn’t complained about 
Yorktown receiving its fair share of New 
York State’s federal grant money. 

“The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
was signed into law on March 11, 2021 and 
provides aid to State, County, and Local 
governments affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Town of Yorktown will 
receive a total of approximately $3.7 million 
in aid in two equal tranches (portions).” 

This quote was taken from the Yorktown 
Town website.

Mr. Slater has only complained about the 
New York State budget since becoming a 
candidate for Assembly. He’s following the 
same script as nearly every Republican 
candidate for state office.

Is this the kind of contradictory, 
obstructionist and backwards thinking he 
will bring to Albany?

His population change forecasts are 
also misleading. The 2020 census, which 
offers the most reliable population count, 
shows that New York State actually gained 
in population by 823,000 from 2010 to 
2020. Mr. Slater’s unofficial estimate of a 

238,000 loss between 2020 and 2021 does 
not account for short-term variations that 
may have been caused by the pandemic 
and other factors. 

Even with the reduction in 2021 the 
state’s population has grown by nearly 
600,000 in the past decade. Mr. Slater 
further ignores that housing demand is up 
partially due to population growth, and that 
the state’s unemployment rate has fallen 
to 3.2 percent.

Mr. Slater may, in his partisan manner, 
blame inflation on the current administration 
in Washington; however, inflation is an 
international problem. Inflation is the 
result of supply chain shortages due to 
oil refinery and manufacturing reductions 
during the pandemic, the Trump tariffs on 
China (according to the United Nations 
the source of nearly 30 percent of all 
manufacturing output), followed by the 
war in Ukraine, which have all combined 
to create this crisis. The support by Mr. 
Slater for Ukraine in an unfair invasion by 
Russia is appreciated.

Finally, in terms of middle-class 

tax relief, many families received the 
Homeowner Tax Rebate Credit (HTRC), 
a one-year program providing direct 
property tax relief to about 2.5 million 
eligible homeowners this year. For some 
homeowners this amounted to a 20 to 25 
percent reduction of their property tax 
burden. 

That is just one of the programs for 
which we can credit Gov. Hochal and the 
current Democratic majority in Albany. 
The share of the overall tax burden by 
filers earning $50,000 or less dropped by 
41 percent. The share of the overall tax 
burden by filers earning $100,000 or less 
dropped by 27 percent. 

As this campaign moves forward, 
let’s hope that more candidates address 
fundamental issues and the challenges 
that we are all facing using facts, without 
relying on talking points that follow the 
basic rhetoric of their chosen political 
parties.

Andrea Black Jeffries
Yorktown

Our separate Examiner+ digital-only newsmagazine delivers the smartest, most insightful news and lifestyle journalism in Westchester and the broader 
Hudson Valley so you can live your most intelligent local life. No soundbites. No clickbait. Visit www.examiner-plus.com to join our community of members.

Letter to the Editor

By Alan D. Bergman
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County Police/Mount Kisco

July 23: Rudy Sandoval, 31, of Highland 
Avenue was charged with third-degree 
assault, a felony, after he allegedly 
assaulted another man during a dispute 
outside a bar on South Moger Avenue 
at 4:23 a.m. A witness reported that the 
victim was knocked down and kicked in 
the head during the assault. The victim 
was taken by ambulance to Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla.

July 24: Officers made a welfare check 
at a Diplomat Drive apartment at 8:49 p.m. 
A person called police to report that she 
had been talking with a friend on the phone 
when the conversation ended but the line 
remained open. When officers arrived, 
the Diplomat Drive resident advised that 
he had fallen asleep in the middle of the 
conversation, possibly due to some new 
medication he is taking.

July 25: Officers responded to a 
domestic dispute on Leonard Street at 
11:49 a.m. A resident reported that the 
dispute was verbal in nature but that she 
wanted her adult son to be removed from 
the residence. The Westchester Mobile 
Crisis Team was informed to make a 
follow-up visit.

July 26: An officer responded to South 
Moger Avenue at 5:59 a.m. on a report of 
a woman slumped over at a table outside 
a restaurant. The caller was unsure if the 
woman was asleep or in need of medical 
assistance. An officer determined the 

woman had been asleep.
July 26: An officer responded to Barker 

Street at 3:08 p.m. to assist a woman 
experiencing severe abdominal pain. The 
Chappaqua Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
also responded and transported the woman 
to Northern Westchester Hospital.  

Croton-on-Hudson Police 
Department

July 19: A Brook Street caller reported at 
8:48 p.m. that he was having a dispute with 
his neighbor about a parking spot. Patrols 
responded and mediated the situation. 

July 23: A caller reported at 6:45 p.m. 
that a male was yelling loudly at a female 
in the parking lot of a Croton Point Avenue 
business. Patrols responded but the vehicle 
left the area prior to their arrival.

July 24: A caller from Truesdale Drive 
reported at 10:52 p.m. that multiple vehicles 
were speeding into Silver Lake Park and 
people were running through his yard. 
Patrols checked the area with negative 
results.

 
Kent Police Department

July 21: Police were dispatched to the 
intersection of Smokey Hollow Court 
and Route 301 at 4:50 p.m. for a property 
damage accident. Officers located a vehicle 
operated by Stacey-Jo Gagne, 53, of Carmel, 
who advised officers she had looked at 
her phone while driving and drove off the 

roadway. Officers observed Gagne to have 
slurred speech and an odor of alcohol. She 
was arrested for driving while intoxicated 
and was transported to Putnam Hospital 
Center where she was treated for minor 
injuries.

New Castle Police Department

July 23: At 3:15 p.m., three Mount Kisco 
men were arrested in connection with a 
fight at the Mobil gas station in Chappaqua. 
All parties knew each other, and the fight 
began due to an incident in Mount Kisco 
weeks prior. Two men were charged with 
second-degree assault and the third suspect 
with criminal possession of a controlled 
substance. The fight resulted in a fourth 
man being transported to the hospital with 
serious injuries.

 July 27: A resident reported that he was 
scammed out of approximately $100,000. 
The victim was solicited to arrange the sale 
of medical equipment to a hospital in New 
York City. He was acting as an intermediary 
for the funds before the purchase. After 
forwarding the funds, the victim discovered 
that the check was fake. 

North Castle Police Department

July 23: A Suburban Carting 
representative reported at headquarters 
at 7:48 a.m. to request help in removing a 
large tree limb that is blocking the garbage 
container on Kent Place. The North Castle 
Highway Department was notified.

July 23: Report of trespassing on Old 
Orchard Road at 5:28 p.m. A complainant 
reported unwanted youths have entered his 
property and are apparently swimming in 
the quarry behind the residence. The area 
is private and the resident requests that an 
officer respond and ask them to leave. The 
responding officer reported speaking with 
the involved parties who left the property 
without incident.

July 23: A caller reported at 7:22 p.m. 
that there is an unoccupied parked vehicle 
that appears to be running on Washington 
Avenue. The vehicle was described as a 
Jeep Grand Cherokee with New York plates. 
The responding officer stated that he spoke 
with a resident at the vehicle owner’s home 
and apparently the operator had started the 
vehicle inadvertently with his key fob. The 
officer is attempting to make contact with 
the vehicle owner who is not currently 
home.

July 26: Report of debris being dropped 
into Main Street at 4:05 p.m. out of the rear 
of a large open-air truck. The responding 

officer stated that the debris was removed 
from the roadway and the driver was able to 
secure the remaining items.

Pleasantville Police Department

July 29: Village administration reported 
at 4:06 p.m. that Recreation Department 
employees discovered graffiti in the 
bathroom of the fieldhouse at Parkway Field.

July 29: Report of trespassing on 
Washington Avenue at 8:57 p.m. No further 
information was available because it involved 
a juvenile.

July 29: A 44-year-old Brooklyn man was 
arrested at 10:52 p.m. following a traffic stop 
on the Saw Mill Parkway and Grant Street. 
The suspect was driving a stolen car.

July 30: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 8:57 a.m. to report finding 
four unspent smoke grenades and a can of 
tear gas in a dumpster on Bedford Road. 
County police were contacted and dispatched 
the bomb squad. At 10:26 a.m. the bomb 
squad was in possession of all items without 
incident.

White Plains Police Department

July 22: Pedro Guzman, 39, was charged 
with second-degree assault following an 
incident at Anthony’s Deli on Martine 
Avenue.

July 23: Deneko Harris, 21, was charged 
with third-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon in connection with an incident on 
Linda Avenue.

July 27: Jose Quezada, 28, was charged 
with criminal possession of a firearm at 
the corner of South Broadway and Martine 
Avenue.

July 28: Jeremiah Curtis-Shanley, 35, 
was charged with second-degree aggravated 
harassment stemming from an incident on 
Hillair Court.

Yorktown Police Department

July 28: Jesse Bodenmann, 38, of 
Yorktown, was charged with driving with a 
suspended license and an expired vehicle 
registration at 8:02 p.m. after being stopped 
on Route 6 for disregarding a traffic control 
device.

July 29: Augustine Agbamu, 31, of 
Cortlandt, was charged with driving with 
a suspended license and registration after 
being stopped for speeding on Route 100 at 
10:46 a.m. 

Editor’s note: The policy of providing names 
for people who have been arrested varies 
between each department. 

Police Blotter

Joan Giovannetti

Joan A. O’Connor Giovannetti passed 
away peacefully on July 20 in Naples, Fla. 

Joan was born on Apr. 29, 1935, in New 
York City to Thomas and Mary O’Connor. 
Joan became a successful banker and was 
employed for many years at Lincoln Savings 
Bank and later Citibank in New York City. 
Joan raised three daughters in Riverdale, 
later moved to Pleasantville and retired in 
Naples. 

Joan is survived by her loving husband, 
Alfred Giovannetti, and devoted sister 
Marion Heslin. Joan was predeceased by 
her brother and sister-in-law, Thomas and 
Ann O’Connor (January and February 2021), 
her beloved daughter, Jane D’Ambrosio 
(November 2013), and son-in-law Paul 
D’Ambrosio (October 2021). 

Joan was most proud of her cherished 
daughters, identical twins Joan Maybury 
(George), Jane D’Ambrosio (Paul) and 
Carolyn Saunders (Robert). Joan also loved 
spending time with her three granddaughters, 
Danielle Fryer (Bryan), Jane Coyle (Kevin) 
and Joan Kain (John) as well as her four 
beautiful great-grandchildren – Bryan (8), 
George (4), Teddy (3) and Bobbie (1). Among 
her extended family, Joan will always be 
remembered as a beautiful and loving aunt. 

Joan’s smile and effervescence could 
light up any room and her joyous spirit was 
cherished by family and friends. A true New 
Yorker through and through, Joan loved 
fashion, iconic department stores and New 

York pastries (especially Entenmann’s), 
enjoyed with a cup of tea and a long chat with 
family members. 

Visitation for Joan was held at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville on 
July 29. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at the Gate of Heaven Queen of Peace 
Chapel on July 30.

To celebrate Joan’s life and love of fashion, 
black attire is not required for the services. 
We ask that all family and friends dress to 
impress.

Joan Giovannetti

Obituary

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Martin Wilbur

With two votes last week, the Town of 
North Castle helped preserve a vital piece of 
American history.

The board approved designating 16 
Nethermont Ave. in North White Plains as 
open space and authorized the purchase of 
the adjacent parcel at 18 Nethermont Ave. for 
up to $165,000.

Together the two properties, which 
combine for just over an acre, are part of 
the site known to locals as Mount Misery 
where the patriots occupied the high ground 
that allowed them to track the movement 
of British troops during the Battle of White 
Plains from Oct. 28 to Nov. 6, 1776. That battle 
stemmed the British advance and helped the 
Americans begin to turn the tide of the war.

Nora Kanze Manuele, a nearly lifelong 
resident of North White Plains, played 
a key role in bringing attention to the 
historical significance of Mount Misery to 
Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto and other 
town officials. 

She said longtime residents of the hamlet 
sometimes took for granted that it would 
always be preserved in its natural state. A 
1938 editorial she unearthed from The North 
Castle Sun had urged the town to preserve 
the site.

“The history of George Washington flows 
in the veins of people from North White 
Plains because we were caught up with the 
wonderful things that those patriots and 
George Washington did for our country and for 
our area,” said Manuele, whose grandfather 

moved to the hamlet in 1919.
A relative of Manuele’s found a 

Revolutionary War cannonball on the land 
many years ago. She had toted it to recent 
board meetings to highlight the importance of 
preserving the land.

The vote for 16 Nethermont Ave., which 
has been a town-owned parcel, ensures that it 
will remain open space. With the help of state 
funding, the town will also buy the privately-
owned 18 Nethermont Ave. 

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said there is an 
abundance of historical significance in North 
Castle and town officials wanted to make sure 
they preserve as much of it as possible. 

“It’s so important that we continue that 
legacy, that education, so as a new generation 
comes to town, it remains with them and they 
know how important it is,” Schiliro said.

Much of the remainder of Mount Misery 
has been developed with private homes over 
the years. Preservation of the two parcels 
received renewed interest among some of 
the local residents after a prospective buyer 
approached the town two or three years ago, 
said  Co-Town Historian Sharon Tomback.

Since Mount Misery is the highest point 
around, the Americans were able to track the 
British throughout Westchester, including the 
nearby Miller Hill, where they repelled the 
British, Long Island Sound and even down to 
New York City, she said.

“So stopping them at Miller Hill was a 
feat,” Tomback said. “We might be British 
today.”

It’s not entirely clear how the slopes 
got its name, although Tomback said it has 

been discussed among local historians that 
it may refer to the massacre of local Native 
Americans by the New Rochelle Huguenots 
at the site well before the Revolutionary War 
era.

Local historians and preservationists 
last week applauded the board’s votes and 

commitment to history. The town also played 
a key role in pressing Westchester County to 
preserve and refurbish the Miller House on 
Virginia Road at its original site. It served as 
Washington’s headquarters during the Battle 
of White Plains.

“The importance of the sites on Mount 
Misery cannot be given any less significance 
than those on Miller Hill or Miller House,” 
said Cynthia Abbott Kauffman, a North White 
Plains resident and co-founder of Daughters 
of Liberty’s Legacy. 

“It was the strategy of using what was 
called the twin hills that stopped the British 
advance north and give George Washington 
and his troops time to move north to Fishkill, 
gather supplies and travel to what was 
known as the retreat to victory to Trenton 
where our patriots had their first and much-
needed victory of the war.”

Tom Rice, a North Castle Historical 
Society trustee, said it will be important to 
not just preserve the property but eventually 
allow people to visit and fully appreciate its 
significance.

“It’s history, it’s important, it’ll be 
important to our children and to our 
children’s children,” Rice said.

DiGiacinto recognized Assemblyman 
Chris Burdick (D-Bedford) and state Sen. 
Shelley Mayer (D-Yonkers) for their support. 
Burdick said he helped secure $125,000 in 
state funding, and Mayer is also expected to 
acquire some funding toward the purchase 
and other expenses.

North Castle Preserves Acre of Local Revolutionary War Site

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

North White Plains resident Nora Kanze Manuele 
holds a Revolutionary War cannonball a relative 
found on Nethermont Avenue property. The 
North Castle Town Board has preserved the land 
that was used to track British troop movement 
during the Revolution.
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By Martin Wilbur

Buying all the supplies that a child needs 
to start school in September can come with a 
hefty price tag.

While most families in the area probably 
have little difficulty footing the bill for the ever-
growing list of required items, there are plenty 
of households that need a helping hand.

Bet Torah in Mount Kisco was one of three 
synagogues in Westchester and many others 
across the New York metropolitan area to 
spend part of Sunday filling backpacks with the 
supplies that a child needs to start off the new 
school year on the right foot.

The effort was organized by UJA-Federation 
of New York and Supplies for Success, an 
Illinois-based nonprofit organization that 
partners with schools, houses of worship, 
social services agencies and food banks across 
the United States to provide help. This was 
the eighth year that UJA-Federation has been 
participating in the school supplies drive in 
Westchester.

“It came about because we had one of our 
lay leaders in Long Island realize that there 
was a need for this and people don’t have the 
funds to get supplies for school,” said Deborah 
Lane, director of the northern Westchester 
campaign for UJA. 

At Bet Torah alone more than 100 
volunteers, nearly all with young children in 
tow, packed over 300 backpacks as part of the 
effort. Along with the two other congregations, 
Westchester Reform Temple in Scarsdale 
and Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester 

in Rye, the volunteers filled at least 1,000 
backpacks.

Katrina Schermerhorn, assistant executive 
director at Westchester Jewish Community 
Services (WJCS), one of the largest mental 
health providers in the county, said it not only 
provides an opportunity for the volunteers 
and their children to give back, but the new 
supplies ensures that many of the recipients 
will be excited about the start of school.

Recipients can be anywhere from the pre-
school years through high school, she said.

“They’re already looking forward,” said 
Schermerhorn, adding that they have partnered 

before with UJA-Federation, particularly during 
the pandemic when services were desperately 
needed. “They’re already asking for it.”

Along with WJCS, other partner 
organizations that will receive some of 
the backpacks that they will distribute for 
free among their clients are Hope Pantry, 
Westchester Coalition for Immigration, the 
Edenwald Center and various local Jewish day 
schools.

The filled backpacks included a binder, a 
package of filler paper, two highlighters, a 
spiral notebook, three pocket folders, four 
pens, a box of pencils and a box of colored 
pencils, three pocket folders, a ruler, two glue 

sticks, two erasers, a pencil sharpener, a box 
of fine tip washable markers and a small pair 
of scissors.

Lane said the event not only helps the 
children of families in need but it also makes 
children in more fortunate circumstances 
understand that they are expected assist those 
in need.

“It’s wonderful because this is all for families 
for younger children to start them on the 
path of what it’s like to give back so that they 
understand they are in a position to do that and 
help others,” she said. “All these families want 
their kids to start learning this now to carry it 
on through their life.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Deborah Lane, director of the northern 
Westchester campaign for UJA, holds a backpack 
that was filled by volunteers and will be sent to 
one of several organizations for distribution to a 
child whose family needs the assistance.

Local Synagogue Part of Effort to Pack School Supplies for Kids in Need

P r a c t i c e a r e a s p r i m a r i l y f o c u s e d o n :

Medica id T rus t s

Revocab le T rus t s

P l ann ing fo r Home Care

P lann ing fo r Nurs ing Home

Spec ia l Needs T rus t s

Wi l l s , Powers o f A t to rney

Med ica id App l i ca t i ons

Gua rd i ansh ips

Asse t -Pro tec t i on P lann ing

Es ta te P roba te and Es ta te Admin i s t r a t i on

Recogn i zed as "Lawye r o f the Yea r " i n the 2022 Ed i t i on o f Bes t

Lawye r s

Se lec ted s ince 2019 fo r inc lus ion o f "The Bes t Lawye r s o f Amer i ca "

i n the a rea o f E lde r Law

Se lec ted s ince 2013 as a New York Met ro A rea Supe r Lawye r in the

a rea o f E lde r Law

Pas t Cha i r o f the Wes tches te r County Ba r E lde r Law Commi t tee

Member , New York S ta te Ba r Assoc i a t i on

New York S ta te Ba r Assoc i a t i on E lde r Law Sec t ion Execu t i ve

Commi t tee

Member , Na t iona l Academy o f E lde r Law At to rneys

2074 Crompond Road

York town He igh t s , NewYork 10598

TeL : 914 -245 -2440

Fax : 914 -245 -7403

350 Theodore F remd Avenue

Rye , New York 10580

Te l : 914 -925 -1010

Fax : 914 -925 -1011

WWW.PLANTODAYFORTOMORROW.COM

SMD@MFD -LAW.COM

FACEBOOK .COM /

PLANTODAYFORTOMORROW /

E L D E R L A W , E S T A T E P L A N N I N G
&

S P E C I A L N E E D S A T T O R N E Y

CALL FOR A CONSULTAT ION TODAY AT 914 -925 -1010

Please call for a free consult today: 914.265.4299 
Visit www.ecstaffingsolutions.com for more information

When Experience Counts Count on Experience
Home Care Licensed by NYS Dept. of Health • Owned and operated by registered nurses

Services Include: Home Health Aides • Companion Care • Dementia Care • 
Senior Housing Options • Home Management • Medication Management

Customized programs to fit your needs

Now Hiring!
We are looking for HHAs & Companions. Earn $20/hr for shift workers, 
flexible schedules. This is a great opportunity to work at a rewarding 

job and serve the community! Call 914-265-4299

READY, WILLING & ABLE
Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present

Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment
Able: To work with you in our new normal

 

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions... 

Because my time is your time.
Sharon L. Foley

Lic. Real Estate Salesperson
370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

C: 914.649.1157
O: 914.769.2222

E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

UJA-FEDERATION PHOTO

Drew Liebman, Caleb Cohen, Griffin Lubel and Liam Diller helped to fill backpacks at Bet Torah in 
Mount Kisco on Sunday.
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Mt. Pleasant Medal of Honor Parade to Recognize an American Hero
By Martin Wilbur

When Peter Fiumefreddo attended the 
American Legion convention last year in 
Annapolis, he met a fellow veteran that he 
knew he had to invite to Westchester after 
learning of his story.

The veteran, Melvin Morris was belatedly 
awarded the Medal of Honor in 2014 by 
President Barack Obama, nearly 45 years 
after serving heroically in Vietnam.

On Sunday, Morris will serve as grand 
marshal for Mount Pleasant’s second annual 
Medal of Honor parade. It is scheduled to 
step off at noon at the Hawthorne firehouse 
on Elwood Avenue and Home Street and 
proceed onto Route 141 before heading onto 
Broadway to Broadway Field.

For Fiumefreddo, the parade chairman 
who has led American Legion Post 112 in 
Hawthorne, said Morris, now 80 years old, 
is so impressive not only because of his 
heroic feats in combat but also because he 
has remained an extremely humble man.

“We felt that that situation where he 
was overlooked, I want to have him here 
in Westchester County,” Fiumefreddo 
explained. “He deserves it even though he 
waited 44 years.”

On Sept. 17, 1969, Morris, a Green Beret 
and a staff sergeant, commanded a five-
man Special Forces team that supported 
South Vietnamese troops near Chi Lang, 
according to a recount of the events from the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation. 

North Vietnamese troops defending a 

cache of food and weapons opened fire. 
Morris learned that a sergeant commanding 
another Special Forces unit had been killed 
near an enemy bunker. He immediately 
moved his team forward and went through 
a minefield with two volunteers to recover 
the body.

Shortly after reaching the body, the two 
men with Morris were wounded. After 
helping them to reach a defensive position, 
he grabbed 20 grenades, ran back toward 
the enemy fire and destroyed four North 
Vietnamese bunkers. When Morris returned 
to retrieve a map case with classified 
information, he was hit three times in his 
chest and right arm.

He wasn’t transported to a field hospital 
until two days later.

The following year, Morris, a native of 
Okmulgee, Okla., was awarded a Purple 
Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross, 
which is the second highest miliary award, 
but not the Medal of Honor. He was one of 
hundreds of U.S. military members from 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam who were 
wrongly denied the highest honor.

In 1993, Congress ordered a review of 
what turned out to be about 6,500 cases 
of whether servicemen from those three 
wars merited consideration for the Medal of 
Honor. Two decades later he was one of 24 
former military members who received the 
honor they had earned.

Fiumefreddo said he hopes that local 
residents come out on Sunday to recognize 
Morris and an afternoon of entertainment, 
a car show and refreshments. He especially 

hopes that veterans and local Purple Heart 
recipients from throughout the area attend 
as well. Since it’s Purple Heart Day, there 
will also be a special ceremony.

“We would hope that the Purple Heart 
recipients come down to honor the Medal 
of Honor (recipients) plus themselves,” 
Fiumefreddo said.

For more information about the event, 
Fiumefreddo said veterans and others may 
contact him at 914-424-2283.

EVAN VUCCI, AP PHOTO

A photo of Melvin Morris receiving his Medal of 
Honor from President Barack Obama on Mar. 18, 
2014. Morris will be marching in Sunday’s Medal 
of Honor Parade in Hawthorne.
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(914) 962-0700
www.YorktownFuneralhome.com

yfh945@gmail.com

Some things are more important 
than others. Like serving our com-
munity. With Compassion. With 
Integrity. With Sincerity. We care for 
the individuals and the families we 
serve when they most need it. We 
believe it is one of the most impor-
tant things we do. We know our 
responsibility is to you.

“Where The Difference
Is In The Caring” 
Anthony J. Guarino
Funeral Director
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There’s a fun weekday happy 
hour revolving around half-price 
pizza and cocktails at Archie 
Grand, the 130-seat chef-driven 
“New American” restaurant on 
Mamaroneck Avenue in White 
Plains.

It is owned by seasoned 
hospitality veterans Vincent 
Ninzatti, Declan Rainsford and 
Rory Dolan. (Dolan also owns 
the highly popular Rory Dolan’s 
on McLean Avenue in Yonkers.) 

I took a seat at the sprawling 
bar early one evening and 
enjoyed a delicious crusty Brussels sprout pie, 
topped with mozzarella, provolone, pancetta 
and vincotto, a fine melding of sweet and salty, 
along with a couple of beers. I had to take 
half home. I like watching Nicky, the talented 
bartender, doing his spirited chemistry.

Happy hours are weekdays 4 to 7 p.m. 
Closed Mondays. 

Archie Grand is located at 166B 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. 
Info: 914-861-0400 or visit www.
archiegrandwp.com. 

Linguine, White Clam Sauce 
at Sapori 

Decided to pop into this upscale 
spot for a bowl of their stellar 
linguine with white clam sauce. I 
get a yen for this dish occasionally, and when 
that happens, my palate must be satiated. 

Well, I was not disappointed. It was 
extraordinary – baby New Zealand clams 
melding beautifully with the sauce, the 

linguine al dente and some 
good crusty bread. Congrats to 
Sammy, Eddie and Kenny for this 
flavorful indulgence. 

Sapori of White Plains is 
located at 324 Central Park 
Ave. in White Plains. Info: 
914-684-8855 or visit www.
saporioofwhiteplains.com. Sapori 
II is located in Scarsdale. 

Surprise Dessert at Tosoro 
D’Italia

Peter Lucaj and his team 
have been drawing a good 
summer crowd to Tesoro D’Italia 

Ristorante for their weekday prix fixe lunch 
deal Monday through Friday from 12 to 3 p.m. 
for $24.95. There’s a good happy hour, too. 

The restaurant is divided into a main dining 
room for 100 guests, a semi-private fireplace 
room for up to 40 guests and a lovely glass-
enclosed wine room seating up to 25. There’s 
an inviting bar and lounge area for networking 
and spirited conversation and casual dining. 

A dramatic wine wall highlights 
the dining room along with 
smoked glass dividers and white 
tablecloths. Grey and white hues 
help polish the space. More 
delightful specialties I have tried: 
the summery chicken paillard 
topped with salad and the eggplant 

rollatini. 
The cube-shaped Napoleon cake, prepared 

to order, is an indulgent way to end a meal 
here.

Tesoro D’Italia is located at 160 Marble 

Ave. in Pleasantville. Open seven days. Free 
parking. Info: 914-579-2126 or visit www.
tesoroditaliany.com. 

Comforting Meatloaf at MPI
Ask for the hearty meatloaf or sensational 

bread pudding at the new Morris Park Inn 
in Thornwood’s Rose Hill Shopping Center. 
Proprietor Steve Poli and his amiable crew are 
serving an eclectic tavern menu to go along 

with their 15-tap craft beer bar. 
Poli, who owns the bustling Morris Park Inn 

in the Bronx, has completed a renovation of 
the new eatery replete with large-screen TVs, 
stressed brick walls, and an unusual treetop-
like ceiling with contemporary lighting. 

There’s also the chopped Cobb salad, hefty 
burgers, wraps and sandwiches, including the 

Some Dishes That May Pique Your Palate This Summer

The pimento cheeseburger with caramelized onions is worth the trip to Freebird Kitchen and Bar in 
White Plains.

Put your mind at ease...
Call us today!

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

www.sloanandfeller.com
625 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541

Elder  Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates

Put Your mind at ease...
Call us today!

Elder Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates

Presenting Sponsors

Major Sponsors

In Association With

Vendor Opportunities available!
Call Ed at 914-393-1447 or go to Yorktownlions.com

Interested in becoming a Lion
Contact Kelly Slater or Roberta Marro @ yorktownlionsclub@gmail.com

All Sunday Concerts Start at 6PM at the�Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field
and Gazebo** located behind the Yorktown Community and Cultural Center.

Yorktown Lions Club 
2022

Summer Concert Series
Our 27th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!

All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM

EXCEPT Our Best of Yorktown Concert!

Presenting Sponsors

If raining, concert will be held at the Yorktown Stage Theatre

The Best in Family Entertainment TM

The
Foley
Group

PRINT ING •  D IRECT MA IL
M A R K E T I N G  S E R V I C E S
www.tfgny.com • 914.245.3625

Yorktown Funeral Home
Anthony J. Guarino

945 East Main Street
Shrub Oak, NY 10588

914.962.0700
yorktownFH.com

“Where the Difference is in The Caring”

Major Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

Major Sponsors

In Association With

Vendor Opportunities available!
Call Ed at 914-393-1447 or go to Yorktownlions.com

Interested in becoming a Lion
Contact Kelly Slater or Roberta Marro @ yorktownlionsclub@gmail.com

All Sunday Concerts Start at 6PM at the�Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field
and Gazebo** located behind the Yorktown Community and Cultural Center.

6/26 Andrea & the Armenian Rug Riders

7/10 The Showtime Dance Band

7/17 The Rave-On’s Early Rock & Roll Radio Review

8/7 Danny V’s 52 Street - Tribute to Billy Joel

8/21 Tramps Like Us - Bruce Springsteen Tribute

8/28 Class Action - Military Appreciation show featuring 
  Alyssa Martin starting at 5PM

Yorktown Lions Club 
2022

Summer Concert Series
Our 27th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!

All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM

EXCEPT Our Best of Yorktown Concert!

Presenting Sponsors

If raining, concert will be held at the Yorktown Stage Theatre

Yorktown Lions Club
2022

Summer Concert Series
Our 27th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!

All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM (except the 8/28 Military Appreciation show which starts at 5PM)

Interested in becoming a lion?
email us at yorktownlionsclub@gmail.com 

www.yorktownlionsclub.com

continued on next page

By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers
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Some Dishes That May Pique Your Palate This Summer

Your Educational Leadership Program Awaits You!
SBL/SDL through Doctorate offered synchronously ONLINE
Educational leaders don’t just implement a vision - they create one! Join us at

Manhattanvil le College. Whatever your goals, Manhattanvil le wil l  give you the

skil ls and experience you need to advance your career. GET STARTED TODAY.

REACH OUT to admissions@mvil le.edu and VISIT US at Mvil le.edu/EdD

cheese steak, baby back ribs, fried seafood 
combo and center cut pork chops. 

A children’s menu is available. There’s live 
entertainment on Thursday nights. 

Morris Park Inn is located at 652 Columbus 
Ave. in Thornwood. Info: 914-495-3004 or 
visit www.morrisparkinn.com. 

Crispy Spanakopita at Greca
Dynamic managing partner and host 

Dino Kolitsas relishes his Greek roots. This 
past year he opened this multilevel Greek/
Mediterranean restaurant in the heart of White 
Plains. Select from a variety of appetizers, 
main plates and desserts coming out of the 
open kitchen that are exciting and generous, 
loaded with special flavors and ingredients.

Look for grilled octopus, crispy spinach filled 
spanakopita, a full head of roasted cauliflower, 
lollipop-cut lamb chops, moussaka and the 
baklava for dessert. There is another Greca in 
New Milford, Conn. Open seven days. 

Greca Mediterranean Kitchen & Bar is 
located at 189 Main St. in White Plains. Info: 
914-448-8800 or visit www.grecamed.com. 

Pimiento Cheeseburger at Freebird
There’s a new Southern-themed menu at 

work. I hunkered down with a hearty pimiento 
cheeseburger at the bar recently. Two smashed 
patties, caramelized onions, pimiento cheese 
on Texas toast.

Proprietor Nick Fusco also serves tasty 
versions of fried calamari, meaty smoked baby 
back ribs, loaded Cobb salad, crispy Brussels 
sprouts, brick chicken and shrimp and grits. 
Portions are ample and shareable.

The seasonal rooftop lounge and dining 

room is open. There are Sunday night jam 
sessions and weekend brunch. Craft beers 
are available. Happy hour is Tuesday through 
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. and Fridays from 2 
to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays. 

Freebird Kitchen and Bar is located at 161 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. Info: 914-
607-2476 or visit www.freebirdkitchenandbar.
com. 

Fresh Whole Branzino at Dive
Owner Kenny Neziraj has a strong kitchen 

serving a commendable seafood-themed 
menu. A tray of pristine oysters is a good way 
to start your meal, or perhaps share a shellfish 
platter. A whole grilled branzino was a pleasing 
recent indulgence of mine. 

There’s also a fine linguine with white 
clam sauce, two-pound lobsters, delicious 
parmesan crusted chicken and lobster rolls. 
Open seven days for lunch and dinner. There’s 

Sunday Brunch, too, and happy hours. Outdoor 
seating. 

Dive Oyster House is located at 1201 
Pleasantville Rd. in Briarcliff Manor. Info: 914-
236-3911 or visit www.diveoysterhouse.com. 

Putnam Wine & Food Fest
The 11th Annual Putnam County Wine 

& Food Fest will take place this Saturday 
and Sunday, Aug. 6 and 7, at Mayor’s Park, 
located at 61 Fair St. in Cold Spring. Wineries, 
distilleries, cider makers and food vendors 
from throughout the region will be on 
hand. There will also be arts and crafts, live 
entertainment and games. 

The event is from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 

Saturday at 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tickets are $30 each day in advance, $40 at the 
door and $12 for designated drivers (Tastings 
for designated drivers are not included.) For 
tickets, directions and further info, visit www.
putnamcountywinefest.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene in 
greater Westchester for 30 years. He may be 
reached at 914-235-6591 or gutreactions@
optonline.net.

One of the best linguine with white clam sauce 
dishes at Sapori of White Plains.

You can’t go wrong with the crispy spanakopita 
at Greca Mediterranean Kitchen and Bar. When eating at Tosoro D’Italia in Pleasantville, 

make sure to finish off your meal with the 
freshly-made Napoleon.

continued from previous page
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There is a Chippendale-style settee in 
my living room which serves not only as a 
comfortable place to plop down, but also as 
a vivid reminder of the day I walked over 
to the old B. Altman’s (Remember that 
wonderful store?) in Manhattan during my 
lunch hour to buy it.  

More than that, it reminds me as the 
defining event which officially started a 
warm friendship that developed into the 
love of my life, with my wife. She was the 
co-worker whom I invited to join me in my 
quest to furnish my bachelor pad in a way 
to impress. 

Obviously, my choice did impress my 

future wife, considering that 
we eventually became engaged, 
married and we’re still living 
with that same settee, although 
it’s been restored to address 
the wear and tear of the years. 
At any rate, I can never look 
at that settee without thinking 
about that fateful purchase that 
brought us together.

Actually, everything with 
which we surround ourselves 
serves to document a certain 
period or memory in our lives, 
whether or not we intend it 
to. Our décor indeed can be 
a personal diary without that 
being our original plan.

I have an antique corner chair 
and whenever I look at it, I see myself 
from a photograph taken as a young father, 
sitting in that chair, holding my one-year-
old daughter in my lap. And, I have a large 
round coffee table, which my wife and I, 
not having a car in the city, carried a good 
number of blocks to get home.  

I also remember that when my daughter 
was three years old, she fell and hit her 
head on the edge of that table, and my 
wife and I panicked as we called for the 
emergency attention of a doctor who in 
those days could make house visits.

As a realtor, I am often asked by home 
buyers and sellers about the kinds of 
furnishings and décor to better enhance 
their homes. I am always flattered that 

they would regard my opinion or 
taste that highly. I try to make 
recommendations that have 
some teeth in them, ideas that 
will last over time. 

The world of home décor has 
changed dramatically since I 
furnished my first bachelor pad, 
and young people today have 
a different template to follow. 
When I was young, America was 
in the throes of the Bicentennial 
celebration. Everybody was 
flocking to antiques shops to 
approximate how our homes 
looked 200 years prior to that 
event. Today, young homeowners 
couldn’t give a hoot for relics of 
the past in creating their home 

environments. There’s nothing wrong with 
that, other than putting all the antiques 
shops I used to frequent, including my 
own, out of business.

Most trends are cyclical, but I don’t 
know about a return to the appreciation of 
furnishings and décor of the past.

Also, because of my vocation as a 
realtor, I see a lot of home interiors and 
it seems that contemporary interiors are 
going to be around for a while and antiques 
don’t seem poised for a comeback. And 
that’s sad, in my opinion.  For me, there 
is a certain pleasure in utilizing furniture 
and décor that has been enjoyed by 
others before me. But it’s not everyone’s  
cup of tea.

I remember that when I had my historic 
home on the market, built in 1734, a 
woman stopped by at my open house. 
Because I had totally renovated the place, 
there was no indication of how old it was, 
but when this woman was told when it 
was built, she dropped the listing sheet 
as though it would burn her hand and left 
without proceeding further.  

A home built by our forefathers is 
infinitely more solid than construction 
today, so long as the systems are updated. 
But to each his or her own.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the 
longest-running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Décor Can Serve as a Valuable Memory Book for Your House

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Aff ordable Prices.

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

9142719119
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Robert & Mary Sniff en, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

DON’T SWEAT IT!
WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements
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By Bailey Hosfelt

You are reading this 
week’s print excerpt of an 

article from our Examiner+ 
newsmagazine-style email 

newsletter. To read the entire article 
and others like it, subscribe at www.
examiner-plus.com to receive all of our 
bonus content.

If you ask parents and students in the 
Lakeland Central School District (LCSD) 
when they first remember discussions 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
drawing ire and outrage from some 
members of the community, the majority 
will point to the summer of 2020.

Following George Floyd’s murder at 
the hands of police, a group of Lakeland 
alumni came together to push the district 
into action on racial justice. While a 
march in June 2020 was attended by 

hundreds of students, parents, teachers, 
and community members, and an online 
petition garnered over 1,300 signatures, 
calls for tangible change district-wide also 
invited antagonism from those opposed to 
DEI efforts.

Karen Haines-Pressman, a former 
Lakeland Board of Education trustee and 
co-founder of Lakeland RISE (Residents 
in Support of Education), recalls attending 
the June march and rally outside the 
district’s administrative office and feeling 
excited about the district prioritizing DEI 
efforts. 

“I and another school board member, 
Robert Mayes, attended that march with 
the alumni and students and really got a 
feeling for what they were experiencing,” 
Haines-Pressman says. “At that time, 
we were hiring a new superintendent. 
Dr. [Brendan] Lyons was ultimately the 
one that we selected, and he was very 
committed to the work.”

“I was super excited because I thought 
[DEI] was really important, and our 
students, teachers, and staff who were at 
that rally made it clear this was important 
to them as well,” Haines-Pressman adds. 
“But, over time, you started to see people 
who were uncomfortable with this work.”

By the spring of 2021 — and into the 

summer and fall — Haines-Pressman says 
tensions around DEI continued to escalate. 

“We hired a new superintendent who 
was very interested in pursuing DEI work 
at a district level,” Haines-Pressman 
explains, adding that remote learning, 
mask mandates, and the ongoing pandemic 
compounded division in the community. 

Around this time, New York’s Board of 
Regents also urged all districts to develop 
policies to promote DEI, 
launching a DEI initiative 
and offering a Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining (CR-
S) Education Framework. 
Critics of CR-S said the 
framework would divide 
students based on race and 
demonize white people. 

“All of these things came 

together and created a hostile environment 
in our district,” Haines-Pressman says.

Vanessa Spiegel lives in Westchester 
and is a teacher in the Bronx. In the 
summer of 2021, she founded Teach 
the Truth Westchester, a grassroots 
coalition of concerned citizens  dedicated 
to supporting schools and teachers in 
creating an academic environment that 
accurately recounts history. 

“I think this was all bubbling underneath 
the surface nationally for a while and came 
to the surface with the anti-critical race 
theory (CRT) bills across the country, 
the national conservative movement, and 
the Regents publishing their Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education 
Framework,” Spiegel says. “Teach the 
Truth Westchester really got started by 
supporting each other at ...

To read the rest of this article, 
and others like it, subscribe 
at www.examiner-plus.com. 
We hope you’ve enjoyed this 
week’s excerpt from our  
Examiner+ newsmagazine-
style email newsletter. We love 
honest feedback. Tell us what 
you think: examinerplus@
theexaminernews.com

DEI and CRT in LCSD

Visit www.examiner-plus.com to 
subscribe to our newsmagazine-style 
email newsletter and read the full 
version of this article and others 
like it! Examiner+ delivers smart, 
in-depth content so you can live 
your most intelligent local life.

How an alphabet soup of academic terms has been politicized to bring Lakeland Central School District 
(LCSD) — like so many in America — to the boiling point
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Your Complete Automotive Service Center

COLLISION REPAIR – WE HANDLE YOUR ENTIRE CLAIM USING ONLY FACTORY AUTHORIZED PARTS
• NYS Inspection • Air Conditioning • Wheel Alignment & Balancing • Preventive Maintenance • Towing & TIRE CENTER

Offer good through July 31, 2022 Call for details, Restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with any other coupons. Must Mention special when booking appointment or dropping of vehicle for service.

15% OFF*
BG Climate Control Services
15% OFF*

BG Climate Control Services

A Breath of Fresh AirA Breath of Fresh Air
SCAN CODE
For a Convenient Way
to Set Up Service

�
We’ve made it easier than ever
to make a service appointment
Go ON-LINE OR Call TODAY!

15% OFF (B.G.) Climate Control
& Air Conditioning Service
Includes System Efficiency Check.

ADD ANY OTHER (B.G.) Preventive
Maintenance Service... AND GET
15% OFF that one as well!

It’s Summer...Keep your Eyes
on the Road

Not your Cell Phone
We want ALL of our kids to return to school in September
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR 
paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry books, 
cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 

AARON AT 914-235-0302

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
TOP PRICES PAID!** 30 years 
experience. Reliable and honest! 
Call or Text:  917-699-2496, or 
e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.

ATTORNEY

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested 
divorce papers prepared. Only one 
signature required. Poor person 
Application included if applicable. 
Separation agreements. Custody 
and support petitions. 518-274-

0380

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car today!  The benefits 
of donating your car or boat:  Fast 
Free Pickup - 24hr Response   Tax 

Deduction - Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  
855-905-4755

Wheels For Wishes benefiting 
Make-A-Wish® Northeast New 
York. Your Car Donations Matter 
NOW More Than Ever! Free 
Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  
We Accept Most Vehicles Running 
or Not.  100% Tax Deductible.  
Minimal To No Human Contact.  
Call: (877) 798-9474.  Car Donation 
Foundation d/b/a Wheels For 
Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.
org.

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, 
all fine jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete 
estates. We simply pay more! Call 
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

Turn the boxes of old comic 
books sitting in your garage into 
cash money! Call George (917) 
652-9128 or email gbrook@
pipeline.com

COIN / GOLD / SILVER WANTED

Top Buyer for Coins & 
Currency, Gold & Silver, 
Jewelry, Diamonds, Watches 
Buying & Selling Gold & Silver 
Bullion  Experienced, Licensed, 
Professional Mount Kisco Gold 
& Silver Inc 139 E. Main Street, 
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 Free 
Valuations 914-244-9500 www.
bermanbuyscollectables.com

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
(844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

Ultimate Medical Academy 
Online | Medical Billing and 
Coding.  Prepare for a Career in 
Medical Billing & Coding w/an 
Online Degree at Ultimate Medical 
Academy! Students Come First. 
Flexible Online Learning. Student 
support services.  Call 877-568-
2462

FINANCE

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-
869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm PST)

080222
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NOTICE TO NEW YORK 
HOMEOWNERS:

NEED HELP 
PAYING FOR HOME REPAIRS?

up to$25,000
QUALIFY TODAY:  (888) 849-9991

or visit NYProgramFunding.com

FREE Consultations!

You likely already qualify for funding

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS • DOORS & MORE!

We have new programs available now to get  
even more NY Residents the funding they need for  

important home improvements

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not affiliated with State or Gov Programs.

CollarCityAuctionsOnline.com 

Waterfront, Camps, Single Family Homes, 
Motels, Multi-Family Homes, Vacant Land  

and Commercial Properties.

518-895-8150 x3001

ONLINE AUCTION
By Order of Oswego County, NY

108-TAX FORECLOSED PROPERTIES

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-54731-855-916-5473

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 516-1160

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 
or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

continued on page 20
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera

914-522-2076 (cell)

Specializing in both Residential and Commercial
Sales in Upper Westchester and Putnam Counties
Offering:

Call Bill directly for a free
comparative market analysis
at:

“The Home Guru” Realtor

a
a
a
a

Expertise in his local market
Longterm real estate experience
Solid background in marketing
Reliable, mature in judgment

QuarterPageAd02252019_Layout 1  2/25/2019  4:00 PM  Page 1

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.  
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

Hello,
neighbor!

Tim Beyrer, Agent
710 Route 6

Mahopac, NY  10541
Bus: 845-628-9100

tim.beyrer.mdfh@statefarm.com

Westchester Community College (WCC) 
is holding the line on tuition for the 2022-23 
school year. 

The flat tuition reflects ongoing challenges 
faced by students and families who are 
struggling with rising costs due to inflation 
and uncertainty surrounding COVID-19. 
Annual full-time credit-student tuition is 
$4,730, the lowest tuition among colleges in 
the region.

The operating budget includes an 
increase in county sponsor support, which 
is significant because the college budget 
relies increasingly and predominantly on 
student tuition. Expanding public support 
for WCC as a vital partner in meeting 
economic development objectives preserves 
the college’s role in providing affordable 
educational pathways to bachelor’s and 

advanced degrees, delivering short-term 
workforce training necessary for job growth 
and facilitating access to high wage, high 
demand jobs.

“Every dollar counts. In Westchester 
County, we are working hard to combat rising 
costs by finding new and innovative ways 
to provide relief,” said County Executive 
George Latimer. “This news, coupled with 
the county’s additional support to SUNY 
WCC, is another way we are looking to 
lessen the burden on taxpayers and help all 
of us thrive in our home community.” 

WCC President Dr. Belinda Miles said 
keeping tuition affordable is a cornerstone 
of a community college’s mission to 
keep students on a path to a high-quality 
education.

“The county’s extraordinary gesture 

increasing its sponsor support is a heartening 
demonstration of confidence in SUNY 
Westchester Community College and its 
central role uplifting our region by providing 
economic advancement opportunities for 
individuals and businesses,” Miles said.  

WCC’s lowest-among-peers tuition is 
a strong investment at a time when New 
Yorkers with student loan debt owe an 

average of $37,678. WCC students are 
eligible to apply for need-based federal and 
state financial aid that covers tuition while 
the WCC Foundation distributes more than 
$2 million in scholarships annually. 

In 2022-23, eligible students can receive 
federal Higher Education Emergency Relief 
Funds to offset any impacts from COVID-19.

WCC, County Announce No Tuition Increase for 2022-23

Westchester Airport Meetings to 
Continue in September

Westchester County announced 
Monday that the public engagement 
sessions that is expected to yield a new 
airport master plan will continue with 
two sessions in September.

On Sept.6, there will be a session at 
the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center, 
located at 480 Bedford Rd. in Chappaqua, 
at 6 p.m.

A week later, the county will hold a 

meeting in Greenwich, Conn. at Harvest 
Time Church, at 1338 King St. at 7 p.m.

There were three live meetings in 
central Westchester in May and June 
followed by a virtual session in early 
July.

If the Master Plan update is 
completed, this would be the first time 
in 33 years that Westchester County has 
revised the plan.

Water Safety Gets a Boost
Westchester County Legislator Erika Pierce (D-Katonah) visited the Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester in Mount Kisco recently to announce $50,000 in new funding for the club’s Learn to 
Swim Program. In America, drowning remains a leading cause of injury and mortality for children. 
Since the Boys & Girls Club opened in 1937, its staff has taught more than 65,000 area children to 
swim. Today, the club’s aquatics programs teach 1,000 children to be water-safe every year. 
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

HEALTH

ATTENTION VIAGRA 
USERS: Generic 100mg blue 
pills or generic 20mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today. 877-707-5523

HELP WANTED

Up to $19.09 NYC, $18 L.I.,  
$14.50 Upstate NY! If you need 
care from your relative, friend/ 
neighbor and you have Medicaid, 
they may be eligible to start taking 
care of you as personal assistant 
under NYS Medicaid CDPA 
Program. No Certificates needed. 
347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call: 
866-393-3636

Do you need a Roof or 
Energy Efficient Windows & 
Help paying for it? YOU MAY 
QUALIFY THROUGH NEW 
RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-
9393 or visit NYProgramFunding.
org to qualify. Approved 
applications will have the work 
completed by a repair crew 
provided by: HOMEOWNER 
FUNDING. Not affiliated with 
State or Gov Programs.

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 866-440-6501

LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed Bids will be received and 
publicly opened at the Office of the 
Purchasing Director of the Town of 
Cortlandt, Town Hall, One Heady 
Street, Cortlandt Manor, New 
York at 2:00PM, August 19, 2022, 
for the bidding of Tires, Tubes, 
Repairs and Recaps #22-19. Those 
interested in submitting bids may 
secure copies of the specifications 
at the above address during 
business hours weekdays. Anyone 
who wishes to attend a bid opening 
should make an appointment. If 
you are a reporting agency, kindly 
email the Town of Cortlandt and 
we will forward you a copy of the 
bid results.

Jennifer Glasheen
Purchasing Director

LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed Bids will be received and 
publicly opened at the Office of the 
Purchasing Director of the Town of 

Cortlandt, Town Hall, One Heady 
Street, Cortlandt Manor, New York 
at 2:00PM, August 9, 2022, for the 
bidding of Self Priming Centrifugal 
Pump Bid #22-18. Those 
interested in submitting bids may 
secure copies of the specifications 
at the above address during 
business hours weekdays. Anyone 
who wishes to attend a bid opening 
should make an appointment. If 
you are a reporting agency, kindly 
email the Town of Cortlandt and 
we will forward you a copy of the 
bid results.

Jennifer Glasheen
Purchasing Director

LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed Bids will be received and 
publicly opened at the Office of the 
Purchasing Director of the Town of 
Cortlandt, Town Hall, One Heady 
Street, Cortlandt Manor, New York 
at 10:00AM, August 18, 2022, for 
the bidding of Croton Park Road 
Water Main Bid #22-20. Those 
interested in submitting bids may 
secure copies of the specifications 
at the above address during 
business hours weekdays. Anyone 
who wishes to attend a bid opening 
should make an appointment. If 
you are a reporting agency, kindly 
email the Town of Cortlandt and 

we will forward you a copy of the 
bid results.

Jennifer Glasheen
Purchasing Director

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
888-508-5313

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.   15% 
off and 0% financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Pleasantville will hold 
a Public Hearing Monday, August 
8, 2022 at 8:00pm in person at 
Village Hall located at 80 Wheeler 
Avenue, Pleasantville, New York 
10570 and via Zoom Meeting id 
82399496867, Password 896335 
to hear comments on Introductory 
Local Law 6 of 2022 concerning 
parking restrictions on Guion 
Street between Grandview Avenue 
and Academy Street.

Alyssa Hochstein
Village Administrator/Clerk, 

Village of Pleasantville

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-595-
6967

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE  
Package. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-534-6918

VACATION RENTALS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. 
Best selection of full/partial week 
rentals. Daily specials. Holiday 
Real Estate, Inc: 1-800-638-
2102  Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com.   Mention code 
Beach22Bound for a $50 gift card 
mailed  with your FREE Brochure. 
Expires 2022-08-15
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One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or offer.
Coupon offer good until December 31, 2022.  Valid for any new  

service except subscription fees. Must mention coupon at time of sale.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(888) 871-0194

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
tion# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  
License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-478-9473CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

  continued from page 18
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Let’s keep it simple: If someone 
you do not know asks you to send 
them money, tell your family. 

It could be a voice on the telephone, 
a text message or an e-mail. They 
could say they are from the IRS, 
Microsoft or a credit card company. 
They could even pretend to be your 
grandchild. Unexpected requests for 
money should not be acted on until 
you can gather input from your most 
trusted family members or closest 
friends.

Scamming is an epidemic. A 
byproduct of the digital revolution 
is the expansion of communication 
mediums. Once upon a time, a single 
landline and a mailbox were the main 
connections to the outside world. 

Communication 
today is a mishmash 
of calls, texts, 
e-mails, document 
sharing, social media 
messages and work 
and school messaging. 
More communication means more 
opportunities for a scammer to 
slide in and cause havoc. Add to 
this mess the decentralization of 

primary utilities, service providers 
and vendors. The days of three or 
four checks being dropped in the 
mail to cover a mortgage payment, 
telephone bill and electric bill are 
long over. We maintain subscription 
and financial relationships with so 
many companies that it is easy to be 
fooled by a scammer taking a stab at 
grabbing our attention.  

The pace of change in our society 
has hit most of us pretty hard, but for 
seniors a change of this magnitude 
may feel overwhelming. Smartphones 
and computers require so many 
technical operations to function well 
that scammers can easily convince 
their marks that an important action 
was not taken or a fee was not paid. 

Not to generalize, but 
the comfort level that 
younger generations 
have with technology 
may be absent among 
older generations that 
did not grow up with 

the internet or smartphones. Aging 
tests a person’s natural inclinations 
and proficiencies. Scammers prey 
on everyone, but seniors are  

especially targeted. 
Aging seniors still 

want to feel vital. Taking 
care of a home or billing 
matter is part of one’s 
independence. Old-
fashioned scams centered 
around unnecessary 
home repairs or shady 
investments are still 
prevalent. Scammers 
may believe that a 
senior confronted with 
a confusing, but still 
plausible scenario will 
play it out and not seek 
corroboration.  

The last sentence is how scammers 
win. The failure to communicate is 
a scam’s best friend. Most scams 
have red flags. Paying a bill should 
not require a purchase of a pre-paid 
credit or gift card. Wiring money 
to some random account sounded 
out by a stranger over the phone is 
not right. Agreeing to move large 
sums of money within a very short 
time window and without proper 
documentation is not a good idea. If 
something seems off, it probably is.  

Talk to your loved 
ones. That two-minute 
conversation with your 
daughter or son will 
save you money and 
stress.  

We cannot stop the 
daily intrusions. Our 
phones will continue 
to buzz and beep.  Pop-
ups on our computers 
will keep appearing. 
Personal information 
has been a commodity 
for years. Websites and 
companies use that 

information to send us targeted ads. 
Scammers use that information 

to pry money from aging adults who 
remain silent.

Contact the professionals at Sloan 
& Feller to schedule your free 
no-obligation virtual or in-office 
consultation.

Alan D. Feller, Esq. is managing 
partner of Sloan & Feller Attorneys 
at Law, located at 625 Route 6 in 
Mahopac. He can be reached at 
alandfeller@sloanandfeller.com.

Seniors Beware: Scammers Are Out There Trying to Swindle You

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J.ÊFuel,ÊInc.

“We Deliver Comfort”
1. assume (v.)
   A) to alter  B) take for granted   C) put an end to 

2. presumptuous (adj.)
   A) excessively forward  B) extraordinary   C) honored 

3. consummate (v.)
   A) to set in order  B) squander   C) conclude 

4. summa (n.)
   A) a high official  B) written notification   C) a comprehensive work 

5. sumptuary (adj.)
   A) regulating expenditure  B) exposed to sunshine   C) extremely costly 

6. dorsum (n.)
   A) a period of inactivity  B) the back   C) a room for sleeping 

7. satsuma (n.)
   A) a seedless orange  B) a smooth fabric   C) type of coral reef 

8. sumpter (n.)
   A) a low spot  B) a pack animal   C) a closing remark 

“Sum” of All Things. This week, given we are well into the summer season, all the words in the 
quiz contain “sum.” To sum it up, this quiz may not be as much fun as a sumptuous dinner, climb-
ing a mountain summit, doing summersaults or sharing a summerhouse by the ocean, but most 
likely, it is better than a jury summons. 

ANSWERS:
1. B. To take for granted; suppose 
2. A. (of a person or their behavior) failing to 

observe the limits of what is permitted or ap-
propriate; excessively forward; brazen 

3. C. To bring to completion or fruition; conclude 
4. C. A comprehensive work or treatise, especially 

in philosophy or theology 

5. A. Pertaining to or regulating expense or 
personal expenditure, especially with the intent 
of restraining extravagance 

6. B. A technical name for the back 
7. A. A seedless mandarin orange originally 

cultivated in Japan
8. B. A pack animal such as a horse or mule 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz     By Edward Goralski

Assistance 
of

Counsel

By Alan D. Feller, Esq. 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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In last week’s 
column, I delved 
into our family’s 
immersive journey 
to Tuscany. My 
discourse was a broad 
overview, with my 
effusive virtual tour 
as a lens of the magic 
that is the natural 
beauty of the Tuscan 
landscape – and my 

ethereal wine experience.
This week I’m offering a glimpse of 

the daily life of our week in Tuscany. The 
primary focus of our family vacation was to 
introduce everyone to the history and culture 
of this ancient, medieval- and Renaissance-
steeped region in central Italy. Our villa 
was geographically located in the heart of 
the famous wine region of Chianti Classico, 
within short drives to 
world-acclaimed wineries 
and historic cities, villages, 
hamlets, small settlements, 
even expansive estates. 

Our experience in 
all of these adventures 
always centered around 
the hospitality of the 
locals in welcoming us 
and sharing their heritage, 
traditions and a spirit that has passed down 
from generation to generation, sustaining 
themselves in the face of an ever-changing 
world around them. And of course, our 
experiences were amplified and intensified 
by the local food and wine we consumed.

Everywhere we drove, we passed world-
famous wineries, whose wines I’ve enjoyed at 
many media wine events. I valiantly resisted 
the temptation to visit these legendary 
wineries, in order to focus on the local wines, 
typically sold only at the wineries and/or in 
the local restaurants. 

Our base was a 500-year-old former 
monastery on 25 acres planted with 
grapevines and olive trees. The current 
property owners craft wine and olive oil from 
these plantings, which vines and trees we 
could view from every window of our villa. 

Our cellar was stocked with their 
proprietary Chianti Classico as well as 

Vernaccia white wine, 
which is produced by the 
owners from grapes grown 
a short distance away 
in the hills surrounding 
the medieval city of San 
Gimignano. Bottles of their 
proprietary olive oil were 
always on hand.   

These were the wines 
we enjoyed at villa dinners 

and every post-meal wrap-up and wind-down. 
The 2019 Sangiovese-based Chianti Classico 
was a reflection of the terroir of the villa, 
with a balance of fruit and acid with a touch of 
tannins, which paired well with the local pasta 

and meat dishes. The Vernaccia was bright 
and crisp, with a touch of minerality. 

For the majority of dinners, we enjoyed 
not just the cuisine of the local trattoria (to 
the exhortations of “Mangiare! Mangiare!” 
from the owners), but also the broad vistas 
of the Tuscan countryside before us. Lifting 
our gaze from each forkful of pasta or local 
meat, we were inevitably met with rolling 
hills and countryside, colorfully dappled with 
the lush green of vineyards and forests, the 
sienna-colored stucco and red-brown ceramic 
roof tiles of homes dotting the landscape and 
the brilliant oranges, reds and yellows of the 
setting sun.        

Our daily sojourns included touring the 
centuries-old culture, art and history of Siena 
and Florence, then mangiamo, beviamo and 
gelato at Osteria da Divo and Ristorante 
Natalino. Our favorite dishes: linguini with 
cinghiale (wild boar) tenderloins and Pici 
pasta with the local version of tomato and 
basil sauce, paired with Chianti Classico 
with the classic profile described above and 
produced down the valley and up the following 
hill. Gelato? Stracciatella (vanilla laced with 
chocolate shavings). 

Next, the historic smaller localities of 
Monteriggioni and Barberino Val de Pesa, 
where we casually strolled along piazzas and 
ancient – and very narrow – streets, walkways 
and paths, and too-many-to-count ancient 
steps, worn thin by millennia of residents and 
visitors. 

Then mangiamo, beviamo, gelato at Il Torri. 
Favorite dishes: braised coniglio (rabbit) and 
Pici pasta with cinghiale ragu, paired with 
a classic Chianti Classico produced in the 

winery we viewed in the background from 
our table. Gelato? Mint with chocolate chips.    

A culture that is ancient, yet with a modern 
sensibility. Easy for our family to immerse 
ourselves in, if only for a week.

(Note: Space constraints force me to carry 
over our two favorite Tuscan dining and wine 
experiences until next week.) 

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
and program director of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

‘a glimpse of the 
daily life of our 
week in Tuscany.’

By Nick Antonaccio

Our Family Adventure in Tuscany, Part Two: The Food and Wine

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Renegades starting pitcher Matt Sauer delivers to 
the plate during Saturday evening’s home game 
vs. the Brooklyn Cyclones.

Jasson Dominguez, known also as ‘The Martian’ after being signed to a big contract by the Yankees as 
an international prospect, had two hits in his first home game for the Renegades last Tuesday night.

Renegades shortstop Trey Sweeney makes a long 
throw to first for an out in Saturday’s 7-5 loss to 
the visiting Brooklyn Cyclones.

Hudson Valley second baseman Cooper Bowman 
tracks a pop fly during last Tuesday’s 10-2 win 
over the Cyclones.

Regades first baseman Eric Wagaman throws to 
the pitcher for an out after making a diving stop 
in last Tuesday night’s win at Dutchess Stadium.

Outfielder Grant Richardson, recently promoted 
to the Renegades, was 7-for-13 at the plate 
and blasted three home runs vs. the Brooklyn 
Cyclones this past week.

Carlos Narvaez runs toward third base in the fifth 
inning of Saturday’s game vs. Brooklyn shortly 
after hitting a two-run double.

Hudson Valley first baseman T.J. Rumfield fields a pickoff throw as Brooklyn’s Alex Ramirez dives bag to the bag in Saturday’s game that was won by the 
Cyclones, who took four of the six games in last week’s series.ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

ExaminerSports

f o c u s  o nf o c u s  o n
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Pleasantville infielders, left to right, Tommy 
Byrnes, Alex Busch, Matt Benevitis and Fede 
Verminski wait together during a pitching change 
in Saturday’s GHVBL playoff game at Soldiers and 
Sailors Field.

The Panthers’ Ciaran O’Connell runs the bases in 
Saturday’s win over Briarcliff.

Gus Valentino delivers a pitch in Pleasantville’s 
4-2 GHVBL playoff victory over Briarcliff at 
Soldiers and Sailors Field.

Panther second baseman Fede Verminski stays 
ready in the playoff victory over the Bears on 
Saturday.

Pleasantville right fielder Julian Dundie makes 
an all-out effort to catch a fly ball near the foul 
line in Saturday’s 4-2 playoff win over visiting 
Briarcliff.

Pleasantville outfielder Phin O’Brian has reason 
to celebrate after making a late-inning running 
catch in the win over Briarcliff.

The Panthers’ Matt Benevitis watches the flight 
of the ball off his bat during Saturday’s Greater 
Hudson Valley Baseball League playoff game vs. 
Briarcliff.

Donnie Day of the 10U Panthers races toward 
third base in Saturday’s opening-round playoff 
win.

GHVBL GHVBL 
ActionAction

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

Pleasantville 10U Team
Advances in the Playoffs

By Sam Federman

Playoffs in the Lakeland Summer League 
continued this week after a thrilling Sunday, 
which brought us some more top-notch 
soccer action.

A penalty by Andrew Christopher Fajardo 
was the only difference between White Plains 
and Roy C. Ketcahm, as the Tigers won the 
game 1-0. Fajardo’s goal was the start of a 
day that would contain an abundance of 
penalty kick excitement. 

Harrison got a penalty kick from Brayden 
Santilli to equal Briarcliff’s goal from 
Alexander Josie and send the match to a 
shootout. In the shootout, it was Briarcliff 
coming out on top 3-1.

Yorktown comfortably defeated John Jay 
Cross River (JJCR), 2-0, to improve to 7-2 
and sinking JJCR to 1-8. The Yorktown goals 

were scored by Gabriel Hughes and Michael 
Duffy.

Louis Rizzi, Myles McKenna, Erik Popp, 
and Joey Moore all put balls in the back of 
the net for John Jay East Fishkill (JJEF) in a 
dominating 4-0 win over Westlake.

Friday’s quarterfinals were yet another 
great day of soccer.

JJEF defeated Rye 3-1, on goals from Scott 
Klosen, Louis Rizzi and Andy Melendez. 
JJEF’s Nelson Demello stopped three of 
four shots, as Max Vandervort accounted for 
Rye’s lone tally.

As expected, Yorktown shut out Carmel, 
2-0. Ryan Tomeny bagged a brace, putting 
two past Carmel’s Patrick Schoelig. JP 
Frucco was great between the sticks for 
Yorktown, with four saves.

Somers and Briarcliff were locked in a 
battle, thanks to goals from Brady Leitner 

and Ethan Klar. Matt Dippolito stopped four 
Briarcliff shots and Toby Young stopped five 
Somers shots, but neither of them could 
make the decisive play in the shootout until 
the very end. Somers advanced on penalty 
kicks, 6-5.

The upset of the day may have been 
predictable. Given how vulnerable Lakeland 
looked against Putnam Valley a week 
earlier, it was not necessarily surprising 
that a high-powered White Plains attack, 
led by Rhaymani Alexander, jumped on 
Lakeland. The Lakeland defense, which 
had surrendered just two goals the entire 
summer, conceded three against White 
Plains, and couldn’t score once, falling 3-0 
and sending White Plains to a berth on 
Championship Sunday.

On Sunday, there weren’t many goals up 
for grabs in the first game. Yorktown and 

JJEF played the requisite 50 minutes without 
a single ball getting past either Demello or 
Frucco, but the goalkeepers were beatable 
in the shootout. Yorktown won that, 6-5, and 
advanced to the finals.

White Plains was the bell of the ball on 
Friday, but the glass slipper didn’t fit on 
Sunday, as Somers, with goals from Leitner 
and Darien Barija, slipped past White Plains, 
2-1.

The 15th Annual Lakeland Summer 
League Championship was given to 
Yorktown on Sunday after Antonio Frucco 
scored the lone goal of the championship 
game in a 1-0 win over Somers. JP Frucco 
made five saves as part of the effort, and 
Yorktown celebrated their victory, giving 
them momentum headng into the high 
school season this fall.

Yorktown Prevails in Lakeland Summer League, Shuts Out Somers for Title
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BPR Lightning Vs. Sleepy Hollow Horsemen 12U 
Playoff Bedford Memorial Park July 30, 2022

The grand slam blast off the bat of Sam Brooks gives the Lightening a walk off victory!

Lightening celebrate after Sam Brook’s grand 
slam walk off home run

Sam Brooks triumphant yell as he rounds first 
base after his grand slam home run.

Giancarlo Cuesta is safe at second base with a 
double.

Catcher James Tilden completes the force play at the plate.

Base hit scores a run for Sleepy Hollow.

Sam Brooks finishes the game, and gets the win 
for the Lightning.Sam Brooks slides in to second base with a 

double.

Giancarlo Cuesta is tagged out at the plate by 
Sleepy Hollow catcher.

Lightening celebration at home plate after Neil 
Gelfand hits a 2 run home run.

Sleepy Hollow celebrates after a home run. Starting pitcher Neil Gelfand pitches 4 2/3 innings 
for the Lightening.
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14U Mavs Finish 2nd at 
Sports at Beach Tourney

The 14u East Coast Mavericks ended their 2022 Summer Season in 1st place in the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball, Division 2 with a record of 15-3. They recently traveled to Delaware to be part of the 
Sports at the Beach tournament.They were 4-2 in last weeks 7th inning stretch 14u tournament in 
Delaware. At the tourney, the Mavericks were led offensively by Michael Trinchitella, Eric Min, Alex 
Mautone and Ethan Feliciano. On the mound Dylan Leitner, Alex Ornstein , Nicholas Masciarelli, 
Jeremy O’Keefe and Kevin Gates helped the Mavs get their 4 wins giving up a total of 5 earned runs 
in 5 games.Defensively, Jayden Carter and Dylan Katz fl ashed their leather. Contact the Mavericks 
for tryouts to join this organization. https://ecmavericksbaseball.com/

Locals from Cortlandt, Shrub Oak, 
Mahopac to Square off in 8U Greater 
Hudson Valley Baseball Tournament

14U Taconic Rangers Snag 
PBRT Tourney Title

Top-seeded Shrub Oak Storm (13-2-2), the third-seeded  Mahopac Indians (12-4-1) and the No.8 
Cortlandt Americans (9-3) have had brilliant regular seasons in the 8U Division of the Greater 
Hudson Valley Baseball League with Shrub Oak (inset photo) and Cortlandt (above) set for 
Wednesday’s playoff showdown,  including Cortlandt Coaches Shawn Tarkington, Juan Pichard and 
Mike Tomao, who have mentored Top L to R - Haiden Tarkington, Callen Vogel, Ottavio Tomao, Henry 
Clark-Gebhard, Dominic Tomao. Bottom L to R - Carter Rexhouse, Brayden Steinberg, Christian 
Pichard, Colin Harkins, Copper Moscati, Lorenzo Palmiotto, Declan Cohall and Stephen Zareski (not 
pictured Bobby Higgins). 

Behind a no-hitter from P Mitch Hammer in the fi nals of the Prep Baseball Report Tournament 
against Northeast Supreme Black, the 14U Taconic Rangers stormed off with the prestigious 
championship on July 23 at Gutchess Lumber Yard Complex in Cortland, NY, where the unit of Asher 
Toll, Jackson Koslow, Lorenzo Jorge, Luke Tran, Dean Repaci, Drew Lichtenberger, Gibby Poll, Jaco 
Cusmano, Logan Provost, Nate Mascoll, Scott Edward, Keith Haecker and Hammer nailed it. The 
Rangers dominated the weekend ,taking fi ve out of the six tourney games by mercy rule. The closest 
game was a 6-4 battle in the semifi nals against the Hayner Academy Barnstormers Red team.

E i g h t  i s  G r e a t !E i g h t  i s  G r e a t !

H a m m e r  T i m e !H a m m e r  T i m e !
Yorktown Spartans Reach 

Elite 8 at Cooperstown

The 12U Yorktown Spartans went to Cooperstown Dreams Park this past week (July 22-28 
tournament) and had a tremendous run against some of the toughest 12U competition in the 
country. The Spartans went 6-3 overall in the Dreams Park tournament and went 2-0 in the 
elimination round and made it to the Elite 8 after beating the Belmont Blasters (CA) in the fi rst 
game of the Sweet 16 round. Yorktown advanced to Elite 8 and lost a tough won, 4-3, to the 
Channelview Crushers (Texas). The Yorktown Spartans are one of the most successful Yorktown 
teams to participate at Cooperstown Dreams Park by advancing to Elite 8, including Bottom Row:  
CJ Velardo, Evan Peterson, Nico Masillo, Jayden Nunez, Braeden McCarty, Christian Maratos; top 
row:  Coach Sal Renzo, Jaden Renzo, Ryan Stevenson, Jake Sgobbo, Joe Ciardullo, Coach Tom 
Masillo, Brayden Guss, Lachlan Hill, Coach Jeff Nunez, Will Terrasi
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