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White Supremacy Lesson Sparks Raucous Debate in Somers Schools

By Rick Pezzullo

A lesson with racial overtones taught
in a 10th-grade English class at Somers
High School last week triggered a raucous
revolt from parents at a Board of Education
meeting.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Raymond
Blanch, who penned a letter panning the
lesson that centered around excerpts from
the book Me and White Supremacy by Layla
Saad, was the target of several residents
who questioned his leadership and called for
his resignation.

“For $300,000 a year, if this was sports,
we could say the superintendent has lost

‘For $300,000 a year,
if this was sports,
we could say the

superintendent has

lost the locker room.’
~ T.J. McCormack

Hotel Planned on Route 6 Near
King Buifet in Cortlandt

By Rick Pezzullo

A 91-room Courtyard by Marriott hotel is
being proposed near King Buffet on Route 6
in Cortlandt.

The project from applicant Bilal Ahmad
was first presented last week to the
Cortlandt Planning Board.

“We think we have a great project,” said
David Steinmetz, attorney for Ahmad. “We
think this can and will work.”

The 2.4-acre site, bound by Route 6,
Jacob’s Hill Road and the Bear Mountain
Parkway, is located across the street from
where a new gas station and convenience
store was approved by the Planning Board
but has yet to be built.

Since the hotel is proposed to be four
stories, it will need a height variance from
the Zoning Board of Appeals, in addition to
Planning Board approval.

“The single most important thing is the
height of this structure,” Steinmetz said.

The hotel is slated to include an outdoor
parking lot with 101 spaces, a courtyard
deck, indoor swimming pool, fitness center,
professional conference center and a full bar
and grill.

In the application to the Planning Board,
Steinmetz touted numerous benefits the

project will provide the town.

“Due to the project’s location, a hotel is
arguably the best and most efficient use
of the property,” Steinmetz stated. “The
property abuts a primary arterial roadway
in East Main Street (Route 6) and is also
adjacent to the Bear Mountain Parkway on
and off ramp. As such, the property is an ideal
location for a hotel as it is easily accessible
to travelers while avoiding an increase
in traffic through Cortlandt’s commercial
corridor. In addition, the property’s close
proximity to the town’s already developed
commercial district along East Main Street
will allow the town’s businesses to benefit
from increased foot traffic.”

Planning Board member Steven Kessler
said he wanted to see the new Gasland
project across the street and the Sinclair gas
station expansion nearby completed before
reviewing the hotel, but Planning Director
Chris Kehoe said Gasland representatives
haven’t even applied for a building permit
yet and Sinclair “isn’t even close” to getting
a permit.

Steinmetz acknowledged residents who
expressed concerns about the Gasland
project would also likely have reservations
with the hotel.

the locker room,” resident T.J. McCormack
remarked. “We need a leader. We don’t have
a leader. The time has come to consider
stepping aside.”

In his Nov. 1 email, which also was
authored by Claire Comerford, director of
learning—humanities, and Kevin Guidotti,
director of learning-STEM, Blanch
addressed the lesson that some students
informed their parents about while in class.

“The lesson was immediately
discontinued, and the excerpts were pulled
from use in the classroom. The district
was not aware that this particular lesson
was being taught, nor that the excerpts
were being used,” Blanch stated. “We

immediately began an investigation to
determine how the text made it into the
classroom. This material is not appropriate
for use in our classrooms, and it is not in
alignment with the district’s instructional
policies. We are committed to ensuring that
our classrooms are welcoming, balanced
environments where all students are able to
thrive.”

Saad’s  book,

published in 2020,

“encourages people who hold white privilege
to examine their (often unconscious) racist
thoughts and behaviors,”
description on Amazon.
The English teacher who taught the

continued on page 2

according to a
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Spooky God Time

The Peekskill Police Department’s 1st Annual Trunk or Treat community event was enjoyed by many.
Joining in the festivities were the Peekskill Professional Firefighters Local 2343, Peekskill Volunteer
Fire Dept. and Peekskill Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
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Taxes to Decrease 6% in Levenberg
Proposed Ossining Town Budget

By Rick Pezzullo

Ossining  Town  Supervisor  Dana
Levenberg submitted her seventh and likely
last budget to the Ossining Town Board last
week that reduces tax rates by more than
6% in both the Unincorporated Town of
Ossining and Town General funds.

“As we all know, the town budget is
a reflection of the values and priorities
of our town government,” Levenberg,
who is the frontrunner to be elected to
the State Assembly, stated in her budget
message. “This budget invests in our local
infrastructure, provides meals and activities
to our senior citizens, improves our parks
and public spaces, advances our commitment
to reverse course on climate change and
stand resilient against its devastating
effects, dedicates funds towards improving
equity in the community, and provides for
public safety.”

“'m proud of the investments we're
making in improving life for all residents of
the Town of Ossining,” she added.

Levenberg explained inflation and rising
costs - fuel prices, contractual salary
increases tied to the consumer price index,
and anticipated health insurance costs for
employees - added a significant challenge to
the budget planning process this year.

During her tenure as supervisor, the
town has brought in more than $2 million
in outside funding to support infrastructure
investments as well as special projects like
the Sustainable Ossining Comprehensive
Plan.

“I know I speak for our town department

Ossining Town Supervisor Dana Levenberg

heads when I say we are very proud of the
budget we are putting forth to the Town
Board and the community for 2023,” said
Levenberg. “The Town of Ossining is a great
place to live, work, and play. The investments
set forth in this budget will only continue to
improve upon this incredible community we
are proud to call home.”

A public hearing on the budget will be held
Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom and
in person at 16 Croton Ave. Public comment
can be taken at the Public Hearing, by phone
at (914) 762-6001, or via email to the Town
Board at TC@townofossining.com.

Spooktacular

On Halloween, Main Street in the Village of Ossining
was transformed into a spooktacular destination for the
annual Trunk or Treat event. Mayor Rika Levin was on
hand, along with members of the Ossining Police Dept.
and Ossining Recreation Dept.

White Supremacy Lesson Sparks
Raucous Debate in Somers Schools
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has been removed from the classroom,
an online petition signed by nearly 2,000
people (as of press time) supporting the
teacher states.

“I find it hard to believe this teacher just
went rogue,” one parent said at the Nov. 1
Board of Education meeting. “Are we now
a district where the children have to police
the curriculum? We know this just didn’t
happen by accident. Parents are not going to
put up with this. Children are not here to
take on the values of their teacher.”

Christine Hanford charged her daughter
was compared by the English teacher to a
racist and criticized Blanch for “making
light out of what happened.”

“You have lost my trust and if you lose my
trust, you lose my support,” Hanford said.

Other parents took the opportunity
to bring up their dissatisfaction with the
district’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
(DEI) policy and the recent hiring of a DEI
coordinator, Susan Gonzowitz, who co-
authored a book entitled Teaching as Protest:
Emancipating Classrooms Through Racial

Consciousness.

Gonzowitz was selected over 30 other
candidates who applied for the position.

“I am so tired of DEI You have split my
family in half,” said Erin Kovacs, a former
teacher in Somers. “Not every family is a
cookie-cutter family. DEI is another name
for CRT. We all know that. You should be
focusing on the underdogs, the kids that look
different, the kids that are being bullied.”

However, another parent, Jessica Rifkin,
said DEI was “much needed in this district.”

“Children should celebrate diversity that
is around us and in Somers,” she said. “We
need to give it a chance.”

Nicole Dwyer, who said she was a third-
generation Puerto Rican and mother of four
children in the district, mentioned a petition
circulating that had garnered more than 500
signatures calling on the Board of Education
to establish a Citizens Advisory Committee.

“We are looking for checks and balances,”
she said. “That is the part that is dividing
us. We are here for our children. One united
purpose. I cry to hear the divide in our
community.”

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Gullotta House, St. Ann’s Church to Provide Free Thanksgiving Meals

Gullotta House, a Westchester nonprofit
organization, will be partnering with St. Ann’s
Church and local area restaurants to provide
free Thanksgiving meals to community
residents facing hardships on Sunday, Nov. 20
from 1:45 to 6 p.m.

The event will take place at St. Ann’s
school gym, located at 16 Elizabeth St. in
Ossining.

This year, Gullotta House will be providing
1,000 free hot meals, with grab-and-go meals
available as well. In addition, Gullotta House
will also be delivering over 500 meals to the
doors of those who are unable to attend.

“We look forward to once again providing
Thanksgiving meals to those in need
throughout our community,” said Matthew

Gullotta, founder and president of Gullotta
House. “Thanksgiving is a time where
families come together to share a meal, and
we are thankful to help those in need enjoy
Thanksgiving this year.”

“In these trying economic times, HR
on the Move, LLC is honored to know and
support Matt Gullotta and Gullotta House
throughout the year and in their wonderful
mission to serve our community by providing
Thanksgiving meals for those facing hardships
in Westchester County,” said Jeanne Stewart,
president of HR on the Move, LLC.

“Rising Tides Alliance is proud to support
Gullotta House and their mission of helping
Westchester residents facing hardships,” said
member Jenna Roach. “We are thankful to

The nonprofit organization Gullotta House will be holding a free Thanksgiving dinner for those facing
hardship on Sunday afternoon Nov. 20 at St. Ann’s Church in Ossining.

Elder Care
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Wishes is brimming with everything you'll want
for this holiday season. You'll love our on-trend
collections of jewelry and gifts for everyone
on your shopping list.
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A GIFT BOUTIQUE

1811 Commerce Street n
Yorktown Heights - 914-962-9474

Follow us on instagram @ wishesboutiqueyorktown

partner with Gullotta House and help those in
need enjoy their Thanksgiving.”

This year’s event is sponsored by HR on
the Move, Rising Tides Alliance and Valley
Bank, along with many other businesses and
community members to help make this year a
Thanksgiving to remember for those in need.

“As a longstanding corporate citizen in the
communities we serve we are proud to support
Gullotta House in their mission to serve the
community by providing Thanksgiving meals
for those facing hardship,” remarked Michael
Dondero, senior vice president, division head
for Valley Bank.

Donations of turkeys for this year’s event
can be dropped off at St. Ann’s rectory on
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sponsorship opportunities are available and
monetary donations of any size are greatly

appreciated.

For more information about the available
sponsorship opportunities or to make a
donation, visit www.gullottahouse.org or
contact Matthew Gullotta directly at 914-525-
0744.

Gullotta House was founded in 2015 for
the charitable purpose of aiding residents
of Westchester County who face financial
or other hardships. It assists residents by
providing food vouchers, scholarships to aid
for the cost of education, much-needed family
outings and other forms of entertainment and
holiday assistance.

Gullotta House is currently running a
capital campaign to raise $350,000 for a
five-family home in Westchester County to
help families who have been displaced, with
$30,000 raised to date.
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Westchester to Suspend Sales Tax on Home Heating Costs This Winter

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County officials announced last
week that the county portion of the sales tax
on home heating sources will be suspended for
three months in hopes of giving beleaguered
homeowners a break on energy prices amidst
skyrocketing costs.

County Executive George Latimer said
the 4 percent exemption will be in effect for
three months, from Dec. 1 to Feb. 28, through
the heart of the upcoming winter season. If a
homeowner needs to fill a 250-gallon tank with
heating oil at about $6 a gallon, for example,
there would be a savings of about $60 with
each delivery, he said.

“There’s great concern for homeowners
right now, looking at their budget, at what’s
going to happen with their home heating costs
over the course of these next coming months,”
Latimer said.

All other types of heating, whether electric,
natural gas, propane, coal or wood, will be
included in the exemption as well.

The Board of Legislators has already
approved the plan. Enabling legislation was
passed by the state legislature and signed into
law earlier this year giving counties in New
York the option to provide the exemption. The
remaining 4.375 percent sales tax will remain
in effect.

Board of Legislators Chairwoman Catherine
Borgia (D-Ossining) said county lawmakers
were attracted to the benefits for homeowners
because of the possibility of soaring expenses
to heat residences this winter.

“That was important to us because we had

heard through some trend makers that the
cost of home heating might continually go up
this winter, coupled with the high inflation
rate,” Borgia said. “We know people really
needed some relief, and even though this isn’t
changing the cost of the fuel or the energy, it is
a way to give some measure of relief to anyone
that pays their home heating bills.”

Latimer made the announcement last
Tuesday outside the Ossining home of Omar
Lopez and Grace O’Shaughnessy. With the
rising costs of almost everything today, every
bit of assistance is helpful, and can make the
difference as the holidays and the winter
approach, Lopez said.

“It means another Christmas present, it
means an additional side during Thanksgiving,”
Lopez said. “It means another opportunity for
us to be able to have a conversation around
the dinner table that’s a little bit less about the
pressures of the economic moment and a little
bit more about spending time together.”

Landlords and renters are also eligible to
receive the break if they pay for the residence’s
home heating costs.

The CEO of a major home heating oil
company applauded the county’s decision to
enact a three-month sales tax moratorium on
energy purchases for the home. Robison CEO
Dan Singer said that homeowners are likely
in for a rough winter because of the expected
spike in oil prices and consumers will need the
assistance.

“We have heard loud and clear from our
customers, and we are doing all we can to
soften the blow by offering budget plans and
our price capping program where homeowners

'1'1
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Westchester County Executive George Latimer makes an announcement last week in Ossining that the
county will be exempting its 4 percent portion of the sales tax for three months starting Dec. 1. Pictured
with Latimer, left to right, are Budget Director Larry Soule, Board of Legislators Chair Catherine Borgia,
Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins and Ossining Supervisor Dana Levenberg. Homeowners Omar
Lopez and Grace O'Shaughnessy are in the background.

can lock in rates, but there is no sugar coating
that it will be difficult for families this winter,”
Singer said.

The exemptionis the latest step Westchester
officials have taken to try to provide some relief
for county residents. During the summer, the
county suspended the fares on all Bee-Line
bus service from June 1 until Labor Day.

Last week, Latimer also announced that
there would be no Bee-Line fares from the
Saturday before Thanksgiving until the Sunday
that concludes the long holiday weekend. Bee-

Line bus commuters will also be able to ride
the buses for free for about the last two weeks
of December until New Year’s, he said.

The county also invoked a gas tax holiday
earlier in the year and put a tuition freeze into
effect for Westchester Community College
students for the 2022-23 academic year.

“In every one of those decisions and more
decisions, we recognize the problem, but more
than criticizing, more than using rhetoric we
try to act,” Latimer said.

CusTOM
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Latimer: County to Cut Property Tax Levy By $6M in 2023

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County Executive George
Latimer will propose a 2023 operating
budget later this week that contains an
“unprecedented”  fourth  consecutive
property tax levy reduction.

Previewing the scheduled Thursday
release of next year’s spending plan
on Nov. 3, Latimer said there will be a
proposed $6 million reduction in the levy,
bringing down that figure to $542 million,
a reduction of about $17 million over the
last four years.

“But the bottom line is still, we've
looked at the operating needs of the county

government, we’ve looked at the revenue
streams that we have, not only property
tax but sales tax and a host of other
revenue streams, and we’re confident that
the overall budget that we present will
be balanced, will be substantive and we’ll
be able to cut the property tax levy by an
additional $6 million,” Latimer said.

He pledged that there would be no
borrowing for tax certiorari settlements or
to meet the county’s pension obligations
for next year. There will also be no use
of fund balance savings to help balance
the budget. A major factor working in the
county’s favor is a projected $65.9 million
budget surplus from the current year.
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Latimer said his proposal for 2023
continues to provide the services that the
county is required to have and Westchester
residents have come to expect while
understanding that inflation and other
economic factors since the pandemic have
made personal finances difficult for many
people, Latimer noted.

“We recognize that people are having
a tough time of it coming out of the
situation,” he said. “Westchester has
bounced back better than many other
jurisdictions but we still have difficult
times and we reflect knowledge of that by
balancing a budget that’s responsible and
cuts property taxes.”

Latimer release of his proposed plan
is expected to go into detail about some

of the services and programs that will
be emphasized in 2023. Last month, he
unveiled a $662 million capital projects
plan for next year that stressed upgrades
of the county’s wastewater treatment
plants, flood mitigation and environmental
initiatives and an increase for land
acquisition and incentives to encourage
the development of additional affordable
and workforce housing.

The Board of Legislators will then
hold its budget deliberations and will
eventually complete its review and make
any revisions by next month. There will
also be multiple public hearings around
the county over the next month that are
expected to be announced.

The Pleasantville Village Board
will be holding a community town hall
on the topic of development in the
village. The intent is to discuss the
history of development, current zoning
regulations and take questions from the
public.

The meeting will take place in the
Pleasantville High School auditorium
on Wednesday, Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. The

P’ville Development Town Hall Set
for November 16

auditorium is located in the middle of
the front circle of the high school.

Members of the public are welcome to
speak during the meeting. Alternatively,
questions can be sent in advance of, or
during, the meeting by emailing info@
pleasantville-ny.gov. The meeting will
be broadcast via Zoom at https://tinyurl.
com/ywsr9umr. A recording will be
made available for PCTV76.org.
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Hundreds of Drivers Illegally Passed School Buses in Two Districts: Report

By Martin Wilbur

Two northern Westchester school
districts experienced a staggering number
of motorists that passed stopped school
buses picking up or dropping off students
during the first two months of the academic
year.

There were well over 600 illegal passes
of buses in the Hendrick Hudson and
Somers school districts combined from the
start of the school year through October,
according to statistics compiled by
BusPatrol, a safety technology company,
a safety technology company that affixes
small video cameras on the stop arm of the
school bus to document illegal passes.

In Hendrick Hudson, its fleet of 49
buses and vans had 367 illegal passes from
Sept. 1 through Oct. 28 while in Somers,
its 59 vehicles were illegally passed 280
times from Aug. 28 through Oct. 28. Both
school systems have been participating in
a pilot program with BusPatrol,

“It seems that it’s happening at a higher
frequency than it was years ago, and
that’s a scary thought,” said Liz Gilleo,
the transportation supervisor at Hendrick
Hudson, who drove a district school bus
for 20 years before serving in her current
post. “I know there are more cars on the
road now, but it’s really scary that the kids
in this state, in the country, are at such
high risk, and people don’t understand
what the law is, what you have to do and
what’s required of them.”
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The greatest number of incidents
occurred in Hendrick Hudson occurred on
the Route 9A corridor and on Washington
Avenue in Peekskill, she said.

Gerard Esposito, the assistant
supervisor of transportation for Somers,
said he wasn’t surprised at the locations
of where the greatest number of violations
took place, but was alarmed at the volume.
It was rather predictable that Route 139,
the heavily traveled thoroughfare where
the district’s elementary school and high
school are located, had the largest number
of any street with 40 violations, he said.

According to Esposito, many of his
colleagues in the county have also reported
a growing problem of motorists ignoring
the law.

“Ibelieve it’s a problem, a rising problem
in the areas between most of the districts
in Westchester,” Esposito said. “They’re
definitely seeing something along those
lines.”

Incidents of illegal passing is likely
higher in Westchester than counties to
the north because of the larger population,
greater traffic volume and, at least in the
southern portion of the county, proximity
to New York City, said Steven Randazzo,
the executive vice president for BusPatrol.

Randazzo added there are other factors
that would account for the violations.

“People are more distracted than ever
before, they’re texting and driving,” he
said.

Gilleo said distracted driving is a major
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factor, but not the only reason. Aggressive
driving also plays a role.

“I think some of it is distracted driving,
absolutely because everyone’s got 80
things that they’re trying to do at once, and
whether they’re talking on the phone while
they’re driving or that they’re texting and
they’re driving, but everybody’s in a hurry
to go wherever it is they have to go, and
just people sort of not paying attention,”
Gilleo said.

Randazzo added there is a lack of
traditional  enforcement by  police
departments to try and capture violators
illegally passing buses because of policy
decisions by local officials on how best
to allocate resources. The BusPatrol
technology captures a violation and the
license plate number of the vehicle.

Districts that sign up pay nothing to
have the cameras placed on the school
buses, Randazzo said. BusPatrol recoups
money by negotiating with jurisdictions
for a percentage of the fines collected by

violators.

While Hendrick Hudson and Somers
were able to sign up for the pilot program,
Westchester County has not passed
legislation yet that would enable every
district to do the same.

Gilleo, who is president of the Lower
Hudson chapter of the New York
Association for Pupil Transportation, said
the best way to cut down the violations
is to give every district the chance to
participate.

“To have the cameras on the buses and
to be able to do it 180 days a year is huge,”
she said.

® La Barberia®

FAMILY HAIRCUTTING ESTABLISHMENT
65 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantyille
(914) 741-1120
f ervices for

Hours: Mon-Wed 9:30-6 Men & w,
Thurs & Fri 9:30-7 HIGH QuALTry
Sat 9-5 « Open Sunday 10-3 /AT Low PRICES)

Venmo: @Raffaele-Ferraioli

Offen'ng

[ SB00EE7 |
| COLORIPENIS |
LI CHIGBTS - |

-
:

We Can Help Stage Your Home For Sale!

Let us advise you on:

+ decluttering and organizing

Hans Weber

Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-329-8601
HansWeb9@aol.com

www.HansWeb9.com

Get your home ready for the Spring Real Estate Market!

+ placement and arrangement of your home furnishings and accessories

+ recommending of repairs and home improvements
Our ideas generally require a minimum amount of time and expense
to complete and are key to capturing the eyes of the buyers.

We will assist you in developing a home enhancement plan for
your property that will help you realize the best price
obtainable for the sale of your home.

Professional Photography and a
Home Staging Consultation
are always included when you sell your home with us.

Contact us today because YOU deserve the best!

The Vision Team

Donna McKenna-Edlund
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-403-4237
Donna.Edlund@cbmoves.com
www.DonnaEdlund.com

" GIjCﬂLDwELL BANKER REALTY
L 1 Washington Ave, Pleasantville B




November 8 - November 14, 2022

Examiner Media

Obituary

Alphonse Valente

Alphonse ]. Valente, 94, passed away
peacefully on Nov. 5 in Danbury, Conn.

He was born in the Bronx to Josephine
and Basilio Valente in 1928 and attended
Cardinal Hayes High School and Fordham
University School of Pharmacy, where he
graduated in 1950.

He married the love of his life, Rosita
Finaldi, on July 4, 1951. She predeceased
him in 1993.

He worked as a pharmacist for Burroughs
Wellcome Company and for Misericordia
Hospital in the Bronx and also for the
Archdiocese of New York.

He is survived by his four children,
Joanne Matteo and spouse Thomas, Dr.
Christopher Valente and spouse Johanna,
Robert Valente and Lynne DiNardo and
spouse Michael. Among his great joys in
life were his 11 grandchildren — Justin,
Drew, Kerri, Julie, Christopher, Joseph,
Alana, Michael, Christina, Nicole and
Michael, who knew him as Poppy. He is
also survived by his 19 great-grandchildren
who also brought him great pride and joy.

Al was an accomplished trombonist,
loved big band music and the songs of
Frank Sinatra. His affection for baseball
and the Yankees went back to the days of
Joe DiMaggio. He enjoyed telling stories
of the days he was courting Rosita. In the
end, he longed to be with her in heaven.

The wake for Alphonse will be held

Alphonse Valente

at Beecher-Flooks Funeral Home in
Pleasantville on Tuesday, Nov. 8. Visitation
hours are 5 to 9 p.m. A mass of Christian
burial will be held at Holy Rosary Church
in Hawthorne on Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 11
a.m. He will be buried at Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to Rosary Hill Home in Hawthorne, one of
his favorite institutions doing charitable
work.
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Genesis Jewelers Hosts Annual
Diaper Drive Starting This Week

Genesis Jewelers in Yorktown is hosting
its seventh annual diaper drive to support
the Westchester County Diaper Bank.

Anyone who brings a diaper donation to
the store starting Nov. 8 through Saturday,
Dec. 10 will be eligible to win a $50
Genesis Jewelers gift card. Winners will
be announced on Dec. 10. You do not have
to be present at the drawing to win.

Diapers are a basic need, not a luxury
item. Diaper need is a silent crisis with
parents and caregivers often choosing
between food, rent or buying diapers.
There is no state or federal child safety-net

program that allocates dollars specifically
for the purchase of diapers. Fifty diapers
or $20 provides a week’s supply for one
child or 200 diapers or $80 provides a
month’s supply for one child.

Your donation will make a difference.
More than 10 percent of children under
the age of four in Westchester live at or
below the poverty line. The goal is to help
get clean diapers to families that struggle
to afford them in Westchester.

Genesis Jewelers is located at 32
Triangle Center in Yorktown Heights.

The  Westchester  Alliance  for
Sustainable Solutions (WASS) presents
a free virtual workshop entitled “Moving
Westchester County Towards Zero
Waste” from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
Now. 15.

By adopting zero-waste strategies, a
number of major U.S. cities have reduced
the amount of garbage that gets landfilled
or incinerated by 70 percent. At this

Moving Westchester Toward Zero
Waste Virtual Forum on Nov. 15

program, a panel of national and regional

experts will explore the untapped
possibilities for material recovery
enterprises, composting and optimizing
recycling.

The event is open to all. Advance
registration at https://wasspeekskill.

org/workshop is requested. Contact
wasspeekskill@gmail.com for more
information.
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Returning Citizens Get Connected Through WLS Digital Equity Initiative

Westchester Library System’s
(WLS) Digital Equity Initiative now
includes targeted technology support for
individuals returning to the community
after incarceration with the Reconnect
with Tech.

WLS is collaborating with The
STEM Alliance to offer Wi-Fi-enabled
Chromebooks with a one-year Wi-
Fi subscription to returning citizens
who successfully complete a 15-hour
digital skills training workshop and an
introduction to library resources.

Participants who are seeking to
enhance their skills to become engaged,
informed and productive citizens are
identified through the Westchester County
Department of Corrections and other re-
entry service providers.

“The STEM Alliance is honored to lend
our expertise in digital equity to these
strong partners so that we can create an
innovative and successful platform of
digital skills and resources for individuals
who were formerly incarcerated,” said
Margaret Kaufer, president, The STEM
Alliance. “Equitable access to tools and
knowledge is critical for these community
members as they work towards a positive
and engaged future.”

This project is made possible with
a $250,000 two-year Digital Inclusion
Innovation Grant from the New York Digital
Inclusion Fund supported by Schmidt
Futures, a philanthropic initiative founded
by Eric and Wendy Schmidt, to address the

J.VECCHIOLLA PHOTO

Representatives of the Westchester Library System, the STEM Alliance and county officials, including
County Executive George Latimer, gathered on Oct. 27 to announce the launch of Reconnect with Tech,
a program to help former inmates learn critical technology skills.

digital equity gap for Westchester’s re-
entry population.

“WLS is honored to be part of this
initiative to advance the goals of digital
inclusion in New York. The digital divide
in our community is real — the pandemic
highlighted the gap especially among
our most vulnerable populations,” noted
Terry Kirchner, WLS’ executive director.

“Digital skills are critical for navigating
basic everyday activities from banking to
job searching or finding a place to live.
Building those skills is an important first
step in successful re-entry.”

WLS is one of five grantees announced
earlier this year for the first round of
Digital Inclusion Innovation Grants to
launch digital inclusion activities to
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advance digital equity in New York.

The Re-entry Digital Inclusion Project
is part of WLS’ commitment to building
digital equity in Westchester County. This
spring, WLS also launched the Digital
Equity on the Road Project. A technology
equipped eVan and a team of bilingual
digital navigators will travel to sites
throughout the county to promote digital
inclusion and help individuals and families
learn how to access technology, including
low-cost broadband, laptops and online
resources that promote lifelong learning,
employment opportunities, health
information and other essential services.
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Letters to the Editor

Development in Pleasantville Has Gone Out of Control

As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville,
I am very concerned about current and
future development in Pleasantville.
Pleasantville used to be a small village
with many colonial and historic homes.
The new development in Pleasantville
already contains more apartments than the
infrastructure of Pleasantville can handle.
Do we really need more apartments,
specifically the proposed development at
the former Chase Bank building?

With the existing development, the
village infrastructure could be stressed

beyond its limits, requiring additional
police, fire and emergency and school
personnel. Consideration should be given
to the fact that Pleasantville has all-
volunteer fire and ambulance departments.
Additional infrastructure costs money and
will increase our property taxes.

Traffic congestion in the village
currently is a nightmare. It will only be
worse with hundreds of new residents.
The new residents might not be two-
car families, but it is naive to think the
present development won’t bring at least

All Residents Should Be Grateful for Ossining
Volunteer Ambulance Corps

It’s unusual for an elected official to sing
the praises of a nonprofit organization that is
made up of volunteers who don’t live in their
town. But sometimes a group of volunteers
are so amazing they deserve praise and
thanks even if they aren’t part of my town.

I want to praise the Ossining Volunteer
Ambulance Corps for their efforts and
hard work keeping senior citizens, the
homebound and others healthy and safe. In
recent years I have referred many people to
the Ossining Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
It doesn’t know how to say no. They have
provided constituents who are homebound
with vaccinations at their homes. When
I am asked by residents with homebound
parents for help getting their parents
vaccinations, the Ossining Ambulance Corps
always responds and sends a volunteer to
the homebound resident. How many others
make house calls like an old-fashioned
doctor?

In addition, this dedicated group
of volunteers have worked with
VAXUPWestchester organizing vaccination

events at local farmers markets, community
centers and schools. They have provided
booster shots and flu vaccinations to elderly
and disabled residents who ask for the shots.
They are an amazing group of volunteers
who have made life so much better for many.
They also provide important ambulance
transport for those who need the help.

The Ossining Volunteer Ambulance Corps
has made a positive difference in people’s
lives. Besides providing residents with
quality healthcare services, they also have
reduced the anxiety levels of many seniors
and family members who know that when
they need help the volunteers are there for
us.

Finally, the ambulance corps serves
residents who don’t live in their immediate
communities. I am most appreciative. There
is a tremendous need for the extra services
that the Ossining Volunteer Ambulance
Corps provides Westchester residents with.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

one car per unit. Sitting at a traffic light for
several cycles is currently common as the
traffic just can’t move.

Why does the village change zoning laws
to accommodate the few when the zoning
was designed to protect the town from
overdevelopment? The builders/owners
don’t care about the impact to the village;
they care about the amount of money they
can make.

The Village of Pleasantville has out-
of-control development. Any further
development at this point would be

imprudent. A building moratorium should
be considered. We should take time to
assess the impact of existing development.

The village is holding a meeting on
Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. in the Pleasantville
High school auditorium to discuss future
development in the village. Please plan to
attend and stay informed.

Thomas Rooney
Pleasantville

If My Side Doesn’t Win the Election, Then
it’s Rigged

I voted early on Sunday in Putnam
County. I was very pleased to see, as
I looked around my polling place, that
there were no signs of voter fraud or
electioneering tampering going on. None
obvious anyway.

I was very relieved to see that, since
as we all know, Trump and many major
Republicans are claiming rampant
rigging of elections is going on. I asked
the poll workers if there was any fraud
or corruption going on, they said, “No,
absolutely not here in Putnam County.”

Maybe it’s just Putnam County that is
clean as snow and the rest of the nation is

a cesspool of election fraud and corruption
as Trump and others of his ilk would like
us to believe. I can’t wait for the results to
start coming in. When the Republicans are
found to be winning it will be as it should
be. But when Democrats are found to be
winning it will be “Rigged!” “Massive
fraud!” “Corrupt Democrats fixing the
election!”

I can’t wait for the poison to start
flowing.

Nicholas Kuvach
Putnam Valley
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Crossing Guards Face Unruly Rush of Vehicles to Keep Kids, Adults Safe

Drivers fly down the road,
break the speed limit, make
illegal turns, run red lights,
roll through stop signs,
inch into crosswalks while
children are there, lean on
their horns and sometimes
foul the air with expletives.

While most drivers are
courteous, the roughly
behaved minority sting.

This is the life of a school
crossing guard, a vital, often
unappreciated job. They
stand in the middle of the
road, bravely facing off
against an ongoing stream of
two-ton vehicles and helping
get our kids safely to school.

I interviewed three crossing guards to
tell their stories, anonymously, to learn
the problems they face and how they can
be addressed. One was stationed by an
elementary school, another worked at the
intersection by a middle school and high
school and the third one stood at the light
on a state parkway.

The first one I spoke with laughed when
I asked him what challenges he faces.
Let’s call him Alex.

“The cars are disrespectful,” he said.
“They don’t honor the crosswalk. They
just fly down the road. Teachers and kids
are standing here, and the cars cross the
walk line, regardless of the signs.”

Also, a few commuters curse and call
Alex an idiot, with an expletive in front,

By Michael Gold

or give him the middle
finger, amid a line of cars
15 cars long, with parents
dropping off their children.

“Commuters don’t
understand what the hold-
up is,” Alex said. “Around
8:15, we have a big traffic
standstill. A lot of times,
it’s the same commuters

every day who are
impatient.”

His advice to these
drivers? Come five

minutes earlier or later.
The line of cars piling up
every day at the same time
in the same place is as
predictable as someone’s birthday.

A blinking yellow light might help, Alex
said, “to give another layer of caution.”

“Speeding is the number one challenge,”
said the second crossing guard, who we’ll
call Bella.

“Brightly-colored crossing signs are
not working. They don’t stop people from
speeding. I'm shocked there hasn’t been
an accident. People are getting meaner
and uglier. They don’t stop even when my
flag is out.”

Bella has seen cars make right-hand
turns into the crosswalk, roll through stop
signs or inch forward into the crosswalk,
even though children are still walking on
the white lines of the road to get to the
sidewalk. Also, she’s had close calls with
cars almost hitting her. Impatient drivers

blow their horns, too.

“You blowing your horn doesn’t change
what I need to do — which is keep kids
safe,” Bella said. “Sometimes I feel like
I'm on the Jersey Turnpike.”

She thinks a speed monitor by the sign
that says “15 mph — School Zone” might
help to track drivers who go too fast.
Another possible solution would be for the
local police to patrol the area during school
arrival and dismissal time.

Bella once considered getting a
mannequin, dressing it up as a police
officer, and putting it on the corner where
she works, to get the drivers to slow down
and look.

“Ten percent of the people give you 90
percent of the problems,” she explained.

The other crossing guard I talked to, who
works on the parkway,

He said he’s seen multiple violations
every day, with drivers making illegal
turns, jumping lights and going through
red lights, while kids and adults are trying
to cross a slim white row of boxes to get to
school or work.

Carl wants the government to install a
speed camera at the intersection.

“They should have put cameras in a long
time ago,” he pointed out.

I asked all of them why they stay with
the job.

“I love this job with the kids, watching
their progression year to year,” Alex said.
“I have a good rapport with the parents.
The parents bring me hot chocolate and
coffee.”

He gives everybody a big hello and they
greet him like he’s an old friend.

Bella said she does it because, “I think

I make a difference. The

calls his intersection
“Death Valley.”
“Where are the

cameras? There’s nobody
here to monitor it. They

On the
Street

respect I get from the kids
is marvelous. They say
hello to me by name. The
kids keep me smiling.”
These people know

take their lives in their
hands,” he said, referring
to pedestrians.

Six cars made an illegal right turn off
the parkway onto a local street just that
morning, the crossing guard said. We’ll call
him Carl.

“Cars are going 60 to 70 miles an hour,”
Carl said. “They (the drivers) just don’t
care. Everybody’s in a rush. This is an
accident waiting to happen.”

the most about the
possible hazards of traffic
intersections, where cars meet children.
We owe them the courtesy of listening to
their concerns about keeping kids safe.
Pleasantville-based writer Michael Gold
has had articles published in the New York
Daily News, the Albany Times Union, The
Virginian-Pilot, The Palm Beach Post, other
newspapers and The Hardy Society Journal,
a British literary journal.

Unaccompanied Children Who Come to U.S. Should Receive Our Support

By Elizabeth Mastropolo, Esq.

When Jenna was just 14 years old, she
made the long and dangerous trek from El
Salvador to the U.S. — by herself.

Her mother had left for the States when
Jenna was only a toddler and she was
being raised by her father, a police officer.
But one day everything changed: Jenna’s
father disappeared, never returning home
from work. It was the last time the then-
13-year-old saw him.

Jenna soon learned that her father’s
disappearance was linked to threats from
vicious gang members, and it wasn’t safe
for her to remain in El Salvador. The
teenager fled to New York, where she was
reunited with her mother.

Once here, Neighbors Link and its
Community Law Practice worked with
Jenna to get her enrolled in school as well
as apply for — and receive — asylum in the
U.S., something alarmingly few children
in her situation are granted. Today, Jenna
is thriving. Now a permanent resident,
she’s in college with hopes of becoming a
graphic designer.

While Jenna’s experience has a positive
outcome, her need to escape harrowing
circumstances is, unfortunately, far

from unique. Minors like her, who are
under 18 and enter the U.S. without a
parent or guardian, are what’s known as
unaccompanied children. The reasons
these children make the journey vary, often
centering on situations completely outside
their control, whether that’s to escape
violence or abuse, to look for a mother
or father, out of economic or political
instability or even due to the destructive
impact of natural disasters.

In her Pulitzer Prize-winning series for
the Los Angeles Times, which she later
turned into the book “Enrique’s Journey,”
writer Sonia Nazario recounted the life-
threatening and emotional trek 17-year-
old Enrique, an unaccompanied child,
made from Honduras to the U.S.

Nazario was recently the special guest
speaker at Seeking Safety: Unaccompanied
Minors and U.S. Immigration Policy, an
event hosted by Neighbors Link. There,
Nazario, who is now a contributing opinion
writer at The New York Times, discussed
some of the violent and devastating
situations in which many of these children
find themselves and how most arriving at
our border today are refugees, fleeing for
their lives. They have, as she poignantly
explained, “lived through an undeclared

war.”

And their stories are so much more
than just headlines or anecdotes. Between
October 2021 and August 2022, there
were 8,000 unaccompanied children
released to sponsors across New York
State, and in Westchester specifically,
there were 535, according to the Office of
Refugee Resettlement, a part of the U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services’
Administration for Children & Families.
Sponsors, who have to pass a background
check and agree to bring the child to all
immigration proceedings, are typically a
family member.

Unaccompanied immigrant children who
have shown tenacity and resilience in the
face of extraordinary challenges need the
support of a welcoming community. Once
kids and teens feel safe and supported,
they can begin to heal from the trauma
that brought them here and get involved in
their new community.

There are critical ways we can offer
our support. Currently, unaccompanied
children are not provided legal
representation in court. Even toddlers,
are expected to defend themselves against
deportation. Can you imagine your own
toddler being left to fend for themselves

in this manner?

Without representation, unaccompaned
children are much more likely to face
deportation and a return to the horrific
circumstances they were fleeing in the
first place.

“With a lawyer, 7 in 10 win. Without
one, 9 in 10 lose their cases,” Nazario said,
a statistic that further underscores the
stakes these kids are up against.

That’s why legislation like the Access to
Representation Act is so important. This
bill, which was introduced to the New York
State Senate but has not yet been voted
on, would provide the right to counsel
for people facing deportation and other
immigration proceedings, and make New
York one of the first states to do so. This
change would expand access to justice for
so many and would serve as one step in the
immigration reform that is so necessary in
this country.

Legislation like this, in conjunction with
the resources and support of communities
like ours, would give these children a
chance to be what they are: kids.

Elizabeth Mastropolo is the managing
attorney for Neighbors Link Community
Law Practice.



12

November 8 - November 14, 2022

Examiner Media

Obituaries
Henry Ritell

Henry L. Ritell, age 95 of Briarcliff Manor,
passed away peacefully on Oct. 31.

Born in the Bronx, he was the son of the
late Enrico and Anna Rizzitiello. He was
predeceased by his beloved wife, Joyce
(Carney) Ritell.

A graduate of Fordham University with
a degree in chemistry in 1952, Henry also
played baseball in college and served in the
U.S. Army, where he was a southpaw pitcher.

Henry established his own company, Rit-
Chem, in 1972, where three of his five sons
worked. He sponsored a local softhall team
and also played pickup basketball until he

was 70 years young! He enjoyed traveling
both for his global business and pleasure.

He will be greatly missed by his five
beloved children, Gary and his wife, Karen,
of Buchanan, Bruce and his wife, Karen, of
Danbury Conn., Wayne of Briarcliff Manor,
Jeffrey and his wife, Amy, of Ridgefield
Conn. and Russell of Cold Spring. He loved
spending time with his 10 grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his sisters, Vera, Louise and
Millie, and was survived by his other two
sisters, Gloria and Lola. His entire family
will surely miss him.

Police Blotter

Croton-on-Hudson Police
Department

Oct. 27: A caller reported a larceny
in progress at a South Riverside Avenue
business at 2:30 p.m. Patrols responded
and located the suspect on Croton Point
Avenue. After an investigation, the
business declined to pursue charges
against the suspect and he was released.

Oct. 31: A caller reported at 3:04 p.m.
that a male was seen holding a sign on
Croton Point Avenue and walking up to

Oct. 29: Michael Ostuni, 26, of
Patterson, was charged with DWI at 11:19
p.m. following a traffic stop near the area
of North Terryhill Road and Route 52.

Nov. 2: Brian Ahearn, 36, of Carmel,
was charged with third-degree assault
following a report of a possible physical
dispute on Yorktown Road at 7:48 p.m.
An investigation revealed Ahearn became
angry with his wife over an iPad she
purchased and appeared to strike her in
the face with a closed fist.

A 44-year-old North Castle man was
sentenced last week to 15 years in jail
for engaging in sexual conduct with a
12-year-old victim, the Westchester
County District Attorney’s office
announced.

Jorge Lazo Achahui was also sentenced
on Nov. 1 to 20 years of post-release
supervision. The defendant will also be
required to register as a sex offender
after completing his prison sentence,
according to the district attorney’s office.

The North Castle Police Department
arrested Achahui on Feb. 6, 2021,

North Castle Man Gets 15 Years for
Sexually Abusing 12-Year-Old

following an investigation, which was
conducted with assistance from the
district attorney’s office, the Westchester
County Department of Laboratories and
Research and the New York State Police
Crime Laboratory System.

The defendant pleaded guilty on
Sept. 28 to first-degree course of sexual
conduct, a violent felony, for subjecting
the victim to sexual intercourse multiple
times between March 2020 and July
2020.

—Martin Wilbur

Trumbull

Newspapers ¢« Publications * Shoppers * Catalogs « Magazines
Directories + Coupon Books ¢ College Course Catalogs
Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts * Advertising Supplements

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 * 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

PRINTING

Vincent Vetrano

Vincent Vetrano passed away on Oct. 31.
He was 90 years old.

Mr. Vetrano was a resident at Bethel
Springvale Inn in Croton-on-Hudson. Heis
survived by his two sons, Vincent Vetrano
Jr. and Richard and Christina Vetrano, of
Wappinger Falls; his sister, Eileen; and his
brother-in-law, Ronald Seamen, of Florida.

Mr. Vetrano was the owner of Wolf &
Co., a consultant firm located in Katnoah.
He was an active member of the Builders
Institute of Westchester. He did extensive
mediation work for New York State and
was the president of the Residence Council

the Pleasantville Cottage School, were
in possession of stolen property from the
vehicles, including a laptop computer and a
credit card. Two of the youths were armed
with knives. The school’s staff was notified
and responded. The youths were processed
as juveniles and issued Family Court
appearance tickets at police headquarters.
Police advise residents should lock their
vehicles and remove the key fobs.

Nov. 2: Report of a juvenile resident of
the Pleasantville Cottage School having
damaged seven vehicles belonging to staff
members at about 11:30 a.m. The youth
was identified by staff and will be issued
a Family Court appearance ticket for the
offenses.

North Castle Police Department

Oct. 28: A traffic stop on North Castle
Drive at 11:08 am. revealed that the
vehicle’s registration was suspended. The
officer processed the vehicle’s operator
roadside. The vehicle was impounded by
Armonk Garage.

Oct. 31: Caller reported at 9:06 a.m. that
there were 15 to 20 goats running at large in
the area of Mianus Drive. Goats have tags
on their ears. The animal control officer
responded and reported that the animals
were corralled back onto the property of
1 Mianus Drive and 2 Middle Patent Rd.
Matter adjusted.

Oct. 31: A caller reported at 1:19 p.m.
that he is involved in an active dispute with
one of his co-workers on Old Mount Kisco
Road. He reports that during the dispute the
co-worker threatened him and made a gun
gesture using his hands. The responding
officers reported that the dispute was verbal
in nature and the parties have agreed to
separate.

Oct. 31: An officer reported being flagged
down on Clove Road at 10:22 p.m. regarding
a larceny that occurred about one hour in the
past. The party refused to file a deposition.

Nov. 1: A complainant reported at 4:40
p.m. that a suspicious male party pulled in

at Bethel Springvale Inn.

Mr. Vetrano attended Columbia
University and was a graduate of
Westchester Community College. He was
an avid Frank Sinatra fan, as well as a New
York Yankee fan and a New York Giants
fan. He was an avid reader, preferring
nonfiction and autobiographical material.

The family gathered at All Souls
Cemetery in Pleasantville on Nov. 7 for
Vincent’s funeral service.

front of her driveway on Deer Hill Place
about 10 minutes in the past, got out of his
vehicle and asked her “Are you the one I am
looking for?” The complainant told the male
party to leave, but he began using profanity
toward her. The male party was operating a
white Audi and might have been lost. The
responding officer will monitor the area.

Putnam County Sheriff's
Department

Oct. 24: Brandon Tompkins, 37, of
Southeast, was arrested at 12:50 a.m. and
charged with DWI, refusing to take a breath
test and operating a motor vehicle with a
suspended registration after being observed
crossing over the double yellow line and
having trouble maintaining a lane of traffic.

White Plains Police Department

Oct. 24: Four individuals, Jose Ortega,
Diego Franco, Victor Restrepo and John
Arteaga, were charged with first-degree
attempted burglary and a hate crime in
connection with an incident at 10 McKinley
St.

Nov. 1: Alexis Valverde was charged
with first-degree criminal possession of a
controlled substance in connection with an
incident at 50 Westchester Ave.

Yorktown Police Department

Oct. 28: Oscar Pena, 46, of New York
City, was charged at 10:30 p.m. with second-
degree grand larceny, a Class C felony,
following a complaint from a business owner
on Saw Mill River Road. The business
owner reported $42,000 in cash and $10,000
in payroll checks had been stolen on Oct.
15 from his vehicle, which was parked in
the parking lot of the business. Pena was
remanded to Westchester County Jail in lieu
of $75,000 cash, $125,000 bond or $250,000
partially secured bond.

Advertise in The Examiner * 914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews
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Jazz on Main Brings Smorgasbord of Sound, Sight and Taste to Mt. Kisco

By Brian Kluepfel

Shaul Dover’s teenage attempts at
playing music, including marching band,
drums, piano and guitar, never quite took
hold, yet he remained a fan.

Moving from Israel to New York City in
the 1980s, his appreciation was heightened
by the Big Apple’s smorgasbord of musical
styles and venues.

When his own children showed a
proclivity for making music — and wanted
it to be recorded — Dover finally opened his
own studio, Sweatshop Studios, in Katonah
in 2008. The recording facility has hosted
Rob Thomas, among other artists, and also
focuses on television and radio voiceovers
and soundtracks.

The ultimate byproduct of “sound”
business decisions and sandwich-filled
dreams was the opening earlier this year
of Dover’s Jazz on Main in Mount Kisco,
decades-long in conception but only five
years in realization.

Past family discussions often jokingly
brought up the idea of opening a food-

based cafe, but Dover had always seriously  menu as well.
considered it, and now has a venue which
combines his love of sound engineering and down” than in communication with

with savory Middle Eastern cuisine and a
light show for what he calls “an immersive

the audience. Thus, he said, “vocalists are
very important to me.”

experience.” So is food. When asked about his house
For Dover, the main thing is hummus, he laughed and said, “Of course,
entertainment. He said he 1is less it’s the best in the world.”

interested in “virtuosos playing scales up

Consulting with friends in the restaurant

Jazz on Main in Mount Kisco not only brings appealing jazz to lovers of the music genre but a savory

trade to develop a kitchen and menu, he’s
achieved his goal of bringing flavors from
his homeland to his clientele, which is of
great importance to him.

“The way Italians care about coffee, I
care about hummus and baba ghanoush,”
he said.

While a master builder in Maine
fashioned the club’s bar, lighting fixtures
traversed a more difficult path. Dover
ordered them on Etsy, not knowing the
seller was based in Kiev. Somehow, though
the Russian invasion took place just after
the order was placed, the fixtures were
routed through Poland, and eventually
made it to Mount Kisco.

Dover’s preoccupation is twofold — for
the clientele, but also for the musicians.

“I am a sound engineer, he said. “Our
sound is pristine. This is very important
for musicians; they are feeding off it, really
enjoying what they hear,” he said.

His experience at Sweatshop Studios,
as well as consulting on the Bedford
Playhouse’s sound system, gave him
confidence to design the system for Jazz
on Main.

In sum, Dover is recreating his vision
of the American Dream, the golden age of
jazz, reimagined for the 21st century.

“We aim to transport guests to another
era while engaging all the senses.”

What would jazz be without a little
improvisation? On Thursdays, Jazz on
Main hosts an open jam session and on
Sundays a relaxed jazz brunch.

Jazz on Main is located at 37 S.
Moger Ave. in Mount Kisco. For more
information, including a schedule of
upcoming performers and the menu that is
offered, visit www.jazzonmain.com.
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SEBASTIAN JUNGER: SCLAFAN/

IN CONVERSATION WITH PACE UNIVERSITY Fuel Oil - HVAC - Service - Propane - Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too!

Join us as we speak with Sebastian Junger, the New York Times
bestselling author of Freedom, Tribe, and The Perfect Storm, and co-
director of the documentary film Restrepo, which was nominated for an
Academy Award., A former war reporter, Junger is also the winner of a
Peabody Award and the National Magazine Award for Reporting.
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Heating Assistance!
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STOP IN ANYTIME BETWEEN 4PM - 6PM AT THE MT. PLEASANT COMMUNITY CENTER GYM

ANYONE CAN PLAY. No registration required. Adults and kids welcome!ll
Take shots around the gym to try and rack up the most points to win PRIZES! Each players has 10 shots.

Fee: Bring two non-perishable food items per participant.
Preferred items include cereal, rice, pasta, tomato sauce, canned food, peanut butter, cooking oil. All food will be
donated to Interfaith Emergency Food Pantry of Pleasantville.
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Hudson Valley Weather Calendar Continues to Support Children Causes

By Rick Pezzullo

Ever since a major hurricane ripped
through Long Island in 1944, Jim Witt and
the weather have been an inseparable pair.

Intrigued by the strength of that storm,
which caused water to seep through his
family’s home in Queens, Witt began his
lifelong journey of tracking the weather
and making forecasts — a hobby that led 38
years ago to the creation of the Hope for
Youth Foundation and the Hudson Valley
Weather Calendar.

“I just learned by myself. I have no
formal training in meteorology,” Witt said
last week from his Cold Spring home. “It’s
an amazing thing that has happened. I get
up in the morning and I'm excited. I'm
proud of what we do.”

Witt, a popular on-air personality at
WHUD radio for the last 50 years, was
a teacher and chairman of the Science
Department at Lakeland High School
from 1962 to 1977. He was also a faculty
member at Columbia University where
he directed the weather program for
Columbia and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA).

Several of Witt’s former students at
Lakeland, where he ran the Weather
Club, have channeled their meteorology
education into careers. One student is
executive vice president of AccuWeather.
Another is the head forecaster for
NASA. A third is director of research
for the National Hurricane Center. His
most famous student is New York City
weatherman Irv “Mr. G” Gikofsky.

Let’s Talk: An Open Discussion for
Men Living With Loss

Support Connection has announced
a free program, It's Okay to Grieve,
Let’s Talk: An Open Discussion for
Men Living with Loss, via Zoom on
Tuesday, Nov. 29 from 7 to 8 p.m. It
is open to men nationwide who have
lost a spouse or partner to breast,
ovarian or gynecological cancer.

It is impossible to prepare yourself

for the loss of a spouse or partner.
Learning how to cope with the grief
and the impact on your life is hard to
do alone.

Participants must register by 5
p.m. on Monday, Nov. 28. To register,
call Support Connection at 914-962-
6402 or 800-532-4290.

But Witt’s proudest accomplishment is,
by far, his work with the Hope for Youth
Foundation, which provides physical,
emotional, educational or enrichment
support to children in the Hudson Valley.
His efforts have helped raise almost $6
million for children’s organizations in the
region.

The first year he produced the calendar,
which was black and white, 1,000 copies
were printed and $1,000 was raised for
Friends of Karen.

Last year, 18,000 color calendars were
printed, raising $236,000.

“It’s a year-long project. Last year
we ran out (of calendars),” Witt said.
“Everything that comes in goes to the
kids. Some of the kids we help will never
say a word or take a step.”

Besides stunning images submitted
by about 50 photographers who vie for
exposure, the 15-month calendar features
Witt’s long-range weather forecasts that
includes some stormy predictions that
extend to 2032.

Witt said a Somers resident has been
keeping track of his forecasts since 1986
and Witt’s precipitation predictions have
compiled about a 90 percent accuracy rate
over that span.

In addition to supporting children’s
organizations, since 1996 Witt has given
out seven annual $5,000 scholarships to
graduating seniors in local high schools.

Witt is currently making appearances
in the region autographing and selling the

AMAZING IS GOMBINING
GREAT CARE WITH
CONVENIENGE.

NewYork-Presbyterian
Medical Group Hudson Valley

Many of our offices accept most insurance and
have same-day, early and late appointments,
and some even offer weekend availability. Or,
if you can’t make it in, we offer video visits.*

Make an appointment at nyp.org/medicalgroups

*Restrictions apply.

STAY
AMAZING

Hudson Valley weatherman Jim Witt with one
of his 2023 Hudson Valley Weather calendars.
Thousands of the calendars are sold each year,
which benefits the Hope for Youth Foundation.

calendars, which cost $10 apiece.

Anyone interested in purchasing a
calendar or finding out what retailers carry
the calendar can visit www.hfyf.org.

— NewYork-
=1 Presbyterian

WITH WORLD-CLASS DOCTORS FROM

&2 COLUMBIA

WeillCornell
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ZWILLING WAREHOUSE

SALE

UP TO 75% OFF REGULAR PRICES

SALE DATES:

Open 10am — 5pm each day

Friday November 18
Saturday November 19
Sunday November 20
Friday December 2
Saturday December 3
Sunday December 4

270 MARBLE AVENUE, PLEASANTVILLE, NY | www.zwilling.com
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | CREDIT CARDS & CASH ACCEPTED

Above pictured products may not be available at time of sale. All sales are final.
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Bethel Springvale Inn

Westchester’s Best Value in Assisted Living

To Thankaeu For
Your Service

Veterans Move in Special
$3,500 Rent Per Month*

Includes basic services
*Restrictions Apply

Call Jonathan at

914-739-4404 X 2204

Bethel Springvale Inn Assisted Living offers:

24 hour on site nursing

Restaurant style meals

Personal Emergency Response System

e Events, activities and more

Personalized care levels for your comfort & safety
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FRESH TURKEYS! ALL SIZES AVAILABLE e Order Fresh Turkeys by 11/16

Thanksgiving Dinner Package ® Order by 11/19

. * Oven Roasted Boneless Turkey Breast (Pre-sliced) With Dark Meat
* Cranberry & Apricot Stuffing ¢ Candied Sweet Potatoes
* Buttered Corn Niblets ¢ String Bean Almondine
¢ Cinnamon & Orange Cranberry Sauce $200 ($207* +tax
* Turkey Gravy *Pumpkin Pie * Cornbread No Substitutions
Please place catering orders by Saturday 11/19 | 1/2 Package §125 512037 +tax
Add a Small House Antipasto Platter for $65 (s67.27% | Individual meals $25 5257 +tax

*denotes credlit card price
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the Hudson Valley
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entertainment.

Get your tickets now!

paramounthudsonvalley.com
1008 Brown St - Peekskill, NY
914.739.0039 EXT.2
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Well-Traveled Comedian Directed By Palminteri in New One-Man Show
By Martin Wilbur has directed only three shows inthe  dialects and how he moved

Peter Fogel has been a successful
working comic and comedic actor
for decades, so it’s difficult to get
the Long Island-raised comedian
starstruck.

After all, he has toured throughout
North America, is a veteran of
countless radio and television
commercials and has appeared on
late-night comedy shows on HBO
and Comedy Central.

Just before the onset of the
pandemic, Fogel was debuting a
new one-man comedy show he
wrote, “Til Death Do Us Part...You
First!” in Florida. Despite his own
impressive list of career credits, he
was taken aback at what happened
after his performance.

In the crowd that night was
Oscar-nominated actor, writer and
director and Emmy Award-winner
Chazz Palminteri, who happened to
be in town on business. Fogel never
met Palminteri, a Bedford resident,
but they have a mutual friend, who
recommended taking in the show.
Afterward, Palminteri offered to
direct him as well as be the voice of
Fogel’s conscience in the show.

“My eyes lit up. Time stood still,”
Fogel recalled. “I'm going to have
Chazz Palminteri direct my show.
But every dog has its day. Maybe the
dog had its day that day.”

JENNA FRANKLIN PHOTO

Comedian Peter Fogel in a scene from his new one-man show, “Til Death Do Us
Part...You First!” The show, which can be seen Off Broadway this weekend and
at the Bedford Playhouse on Nov. 17, is directed by Oscar-nominated actor and

Emmy Award winner Chazz Palminteri.

The show, based on true events
in Fogel’s life, is about an eternal
bachelor who has difficulty making
a commitment in his relationships.
One love of his life dumps him on
Valentine’s Day, which actually
happened to the now 59-year-old
Fogel, about 30 years ago.

“She wanted to know my
intentions with her. Were we going
to get married,” he said. “I was not
ready. It was a funky time.”

Fogel slips in and out of about
15 characters during the roughly
85-minute show, hilariously weaving

in different voices.

The project had to be put on
hold because of the pandemic, but
“Til Death Do us Part...You First!”
makes its Off Broadway debut this
weekend at the Triad Theater in
Manhattan for three performances
before coming to the Bedford
Playhouse next Thursday evening,
Nov. 17. The hope is to take it on the
road after that.

The offer from Palminteri and
his participation was a big deal
because not only because of his
name recognition, but because he

past 30 years.

Palminteri said he came
unannounced to the show in Florida
nearly three years ago and sat toward
the back of the theater. He said he
was “blown away” at how funny
Fogel was and was also impressed
with his writing, the pace of the
show and how it resonated with
the audience. It’s about what nearly
everyone goes through in life — the
absurdities of love, relationships and
marriage.

“I was so impressed with the solo
show’s potential that I met Peter
later in the lobby,” Palminteri said.
“Right there, on the spot, I offered
to take his play on to the next level
and get it ready for Off Broadway and
beyond.”

“He saw the crowd, the laughter,
the couples elbowing each other,”
Fogel recalled. “He thought I had
something, just like Robert DeNiro
discovered him 34 years ago doing
‘A Bronx Tale’ in a small theater in
L.A., and he always felt like he wants
to give back when the right property
comes along.”

Palminteri’s voice, as Fogel’s
conscience, tries to guide the
character to make the right choices
in life.

“It takes a lot to impress me,”
Palminteri said. “But when I saw
Peter’s gift for mimicry, voices,

effortlessly between 15 characters, I
knew this was a show that deserved
a larger audience.”

Fogel said a lot of his problems
with relationships stemmed from
being on the road and his partners
not wanting to have that lifestyle.
He admitted he grew up in a bit of a
dysfunctional household.

“I'm a middle-aged man trying
to figure it out,” Fogel said. “I'm a
man-child at my age. There’s no
difference in my mind than I was at
35. A man my age is a grandfather.
Do you understand that? Does that
make sense? I have friends that are
grandparents. I have a friend that’s
76 and he’s never been married and
we're like the same guy. We look at
things through a different lens.”

The three shows at the Triad
Theater are this Friday at 7 p.m. and
Saturday at 2 and 9:30 p.m. Tickets
are $35 to $50 each. For tickets
and more information, visit www.
triadnyc.com. The theater is located
at 158 W. 72nd St.

The Bedford Playhouse
performance on Nov. 17 at 8 p.m.
is produced by Palminteri’s wife,
Gianna. Regular tickets are $45
and $60 for premium for non-
members. For tickets, visit www.
bedfordplayhouse.org.

*For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

Meet the
Future.

@ OPEN HOUSE

Nov. 12,10 a.m.

Gagandeep ’14, Captain
Delta Connection

being futureproof. And we guarantee it.*

REGISTER FOR
OPEN HOUSE HERE

Who is “the future you” going to be? We'll help you find out. Our graduates, like Gagandeep,
leave with more than just degrees. They leave with exciting, in-demand careers. We call it

VaughnCollege

ENGINEERING | TECHNOLOGY | MANAGEMENT | AVIATION
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Northwell Health is hiring
Home Health Aides.

We're seeking experienced Home Health Aides in Westchester!

Join us and make a positive impact in people’s lives by providing quality care and
developing meaningful relationships.

As a Health Raiser, you will enjoy our higher pay rates,
comprehensive medical and retirement benefits, education,
well-being programs, and excellent opportunities for growth.

Multiple shifts available. Apply today by scanning the QR code,
visiting NorthwellCareers.com or calling 914-750-0076.

< -+~ Northwell
S~ - Health: N Careers Well Cared For
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Arts & Social Recreation » Wellness, Fitness & Sports learned to be water-safe.

For 14 years, 100% of
high school seniors have

EARLY;CHILDHOOD S moved onto colege.
EDUCATION technical chool,or

Licensed program for 3-5-year olds,
35-year proven record of kindergarten
readiness, developmentally appropriate

curriculum including learn-to-swim.

AQUATICS

The Club provides
learn-to-swim water safety
programs for 6 months and
up, the BGCNW Marlins
competitive swim team,

and a robust
Masters program.

AFTER . SCHOOL
ENRICHMENT

A safe, fun,
educational afterschool
environment for
kids grades K-7;
where they engage in
high-yield activities,
receive mentoring and
guidance, and develop a
sense of belonging.

KIDS,CAFE

Serves 130,000+
nutritious meals and
| snacks annually, including
a hot dinner for teens.

TEEN]PROGRAMMING
&'LEADERSHIP

Teen programs include
college readlness workforce

leadership currlcula designed
to foster independence, skills,
mastery, and civic duty.

For more info, and/or to donate go to BGCNW.com, use QR code,

or contact John Tunas at (914) 666-8069 or jtunas@bgcnw.com
Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westchester | 351 East Main Street, Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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NEWYORK | Office of the State

STATE OF

JrrorNm: | ] ong Term Care
Ombudsman
COALITION
Long Term Care Ombudsman Program:
Serving Residents and Seeking Volunteers

The NYS Long Term Care Ombudsman Program is a dedicated advocacy program available to anyone residing in a nursing home
or other long term care facility. It advocates for residents to address their quality-of-life and quality-of-care issues, along with their
rights.

Locally, the Tri-County LTC Ombudsman Program serves Westchester, Rockland and Putnam counties, and is sponsored by the
Long Term Care Community Coalition (LTCCC). If you or a loved are in need of an advocate in long term care, please call (914)
500-3406.

Now, more than ever, we need dedicated volunteers to advocate for nursing home and other long term care residents. Please con-
sider volunteering in your area and advocate for these vulnerable residents. As a volunteer certified Ombudsman, you can help
ensure that the voices of long term care residents do not go unheard.

To learn more about making a difference as a volunteer with the Ombudsman Program,
please visit: https://nursinghome411.org/ltcop/volunteer/

iTSNOT T00 EARLY To PREPARE
JourVEHCLE 1=

- l.;
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Your Complete Automotive Service Center ¥l “nglhllip[[ﬁfms &
WINTEH cnn cnn[ sp[clm; ANTIFREEZE & COMPLETE WlNTEli :
'NOV. & DEC. ONLY 79. !y CARCARESPECLY o

l 0il & Filter Change Includes BG GAS & OIL Additives. |5i'i‘r ‘ﬁ%’%
Check all fluid levels & top off if needed. CHECK LIGHTS, BELTS 1 R
0 & HOSES. INSPECT TIRES, BRAKES, STEERING & SUSPENSION, |

|
1 TIRE ROTATION if NEEDED & ADJUST TIRE PRESSURE. 1 RECORD BREM“NG COLD TEMPS A[n[nllv

I *Plys Sales Tax. MOST cars & SUVs, up to 5 QTs. Full Synthetic motor oil. Some

I restrictions may apply. Mention the AD when making the appointment. Cannot be : PRE“IGTEB F“H T“E 22 I 23 WI“TEH SEn30“

I combined with other offers.

0
1 OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/22 MUST BRING THIS AD. | ;597 Rt. 22A Patt;rs:i)n 8 4 5 81 8 3 4 5 6
= = attersonAutobody.com " "
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75-Year-Old Pleasantville Barber Still as Sharp as His Scissors

By Jessie Jafet

Following in the footsteps of his now
97-year-old father who worked as a barber
until the age of 92, Alfonso Magnotta of
Pleasantville Barber Shop on Wheeler
Avenue has devoted his life to the same
trade - cutting and trimming each
customer’s hair with precision and care.

Magnotta, who immigrated to the United
States at age 19 from a town near Naples,
Italy, just celebrated his 75th birthday on
Nov. 7 and still loves his job, a craft that he
said he began to learn when he was 13 or
14 years old at his father’s shop.

He then bought his own barbershop in
the Bronx, back when haircuts cost $2.50,
and ran it for many years before deciding
in 2001 to join his father, who was working
at Pleasantville Barber Shop. He has
remained working there ever since.

“When I came here, I liked the place,
I liked the people. They are really nice
people,” Magnotta said. “The community
is fantastic; it seems like a great place to
live and there are so many children here.
It is a very down-to-earth town with great
restaurants.”

Gavriel Yakubov, the shop’s owner
since 2010, said that having a barber like
Magnotta on his team is something special.

“He is easygoing, with a great sense
of humor, always the center of the show,

TODD SHAPERA PHOTO

Barber Alfonso Magnotta, who learned the craft
from his father as a teenager, has no plans yet to
retire from cutting hair. This week the personable
barber celebrates his 75th birthday.

making sure that people are laughing
and feeling comfortable,” Yakubov said.
“Customers that have been with him for
over 20 years still come to see him.”
Magnotta recognized that his job is often
much more than just providing a fresh
cut, hot shave, beard trim or keeping up

=

CLAIRE IS NOT DEFINED BY HER DEMEN

with the latest styles. The work naturally
includes a lot of good conversation and
interaction with people.

“You know, I should have been a
psychologist. People will tell me their life
stories,” he said. “You get to know their
kids; you see them growing up and there
is great enjoyment when you finish with a
customer and they are happy.”

His loyal customers feel the same way
and seem to appreciate the relationship,
according to Todd Shapera, who said
sitting in Magnotta’s chair is inspiring on
many levels.

“He’s an artist with his scissors,
razor and comb, cleaning up his clients’
scruffy heads seemingly effortlessly

and intuitively, and pulls this off with an
old-world gift of gab, making engaging
conversation without prying, gossip or
veering into the divisive hot buttons of the
day,” Shapera said.

The affable barber said he plans to
stay working a while longer, although
perhaps not as long as his father did. A
father of two who has been married for
51 years, Magnotta said he is now simply
enjoying his enduring career and the warm
connections he has with his clients.

“They make me feel good; when you go
home you don’t have any stress, that is
why I work,” he said.
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Mount Kisco Child Care Center

Hurturing children ages 3 months to 11 years
Schaol-Age, Fre-Kindemgaren Toddier L indsnt Programa

Since 1971, Mount Kisco Child
Care Center has provided award
winning and innovative high
quality child care and early
education to our community.

For more information or to
schedule a tour, call us at
914-241-2135

85 Radlo Chrele Drive, ML Kisco, NY 10559
Infodtmbcceorg | 8042012135 | www.mkcoe.org

THE ARTIS STORY IS UNIQUE, JUST LIKE EVERY PERSON IN IT.
MEET CLAIRE.

CLAIRE HAS A PASSION FOR KNITTING AND
CROCHETING THAT STEMS BACK 30 YEARS.

SHE LOVES TO MAKE THROW BLANKETS AND
PERSONAL GIFTS FOR HER FRIENDS AT ARTIS!

i

TIA. THAT’S THE ARTIS WAY.

ARTIS

SENIOR LIVING
Somers

Your Partner in Memol

Your Partner
in Memory
Care”

TheArtisWay.com/WestchesterExaminer - 914-214-7927

Artis Senior Living of Somers: 51 Clayton Blvd., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Check out our other nearby communities in Briarcliff Manor and Chestnut Ridge.

= ( 2
EQUAL HOUSING
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‘Love Letters’ Can Be Dangerous When it Comes to Real Estate

In real estate, love letters have an
entirely different meaning and purpose.
Rather than seeking to win hearts, love
letters in this case are drafted and sent
from prospective buyers to sellers to
try and win preference over other buyer
candidates. While it is not illegal, it can be
a dangerous practice.

As a realtor, I always advise my clients
against the practice. To entice a seller
to choose their offer, buyers sometimes
write “love letters” to describe the many
reasons why the seller should select them.

Buyer love letters are a tactic used by
some buyers in an attempt to stand out to
a seller, especially in hot markets with low

WESTCHESTER
TABLE TENNIS CENTER

KID’S TRAINING
Mon./Tue./Wed. 4:30-6:00 pm
Sat. 10:30-Noon
OPEN DAILY TILL 10 PM

175 Tompkins Ave, Pleasantville
914-741-0738

www.westchestertabletennis.com
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inventory and bidding wars. Seemingly
harmless, these letters actually raise fair
housing concerns, and could open real
estate professionals and their clients to
violations.

The letters often contain personal
information and reveal characteristics
of the buyer, such as race, religion or
familial status, which could then be used,
knowingly or through unconscious bias, as
an unlawful basis for a seller’s decision to
accept or reject an offer.

Consider where a potential buyer
writes to the seller, detailing how their
children will be running down the stairs
on Christmas morning for years to come
in the house. This statement reveals the
potential buyer’s familial status and that
they are Christian, both of which are
protected characteristics under fair housing
laws. Using protected characteristics as a

i
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% Don'tbe this person.. Call the Professional!
Miracle Home Improvements Offers Gutter Cleaning
—Schedule your cleanin llw for your Fall Cleaning!—

GreenSKY' 914.271.9119

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

ROOFING » WINDOWS « SIDING * DOORS ¢ SKYLIGHTS
DECKS  SEAMLESS GUTTERS ¢ LEADERS ¢ REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
Visit our larger office and showroom,

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

WC. Lic. #10415H99

P.C. Lic. #1817
<S‘ YNK 307 {
H-12519-07-23-00
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basis to accept or reject an offer,
as opposed to price and terms,
would violate the Fair Housing
Act.

Realtors are advised to protect n 1t _.j

themselves and their clients
from fair housing liability by
educating their clients about the
fair housing laws and the pitfalls
of buyer love letters, as well
as informing their clients that
they will not deliver buyer love
letters.

A realtor’s clients should be
advised that their decision to
accept or reject an offer should
be based on objective criteria
only. And, if a client insists on
drafting a buyer love letter, the
realtor is advised not to help their client
draft or deliver it. Further, the realtor is
advised to not even read any love letter
drafted or received by their client. They
must document all offers received and the
seller’s objective reason for accepting an
offer.

Personally, I ran into this kind of situation
only twice, and the particulars in both
cases proved curious, if not embarrassing
(to me).

In the first case, my seller clients were
two men who received an offer from two
women who stated that it was obvious
they shared some preferences, from their
“Mini-Cooper cars to their lifestyles.” My
clients were offended that this assumption
would have been made without their own

Anthony’s Bower. Equipment

" lawnmower.Service
and Repair

Proudly serving Yorktown and
surrounding communities since 1991

S.0.S - Save Our Snowblowers!!
We will be tuning up & repairing
snowblowers starting in
September. Don't forget, get
your Leaf blowers and
5 1 Generators ready for the Fall.

ind us on ="
*“Yorktown
Moms”

Facebook!

1943 Baldwin Rd - Yorktown NY 10598
914-962-3800 - M-F 8-5, Sat 8-4

By Bill Primavera

disclosure.

In the second case, where
again I represented the seller,
a letter was received from a
prospective buyer who claimed
that he had a brain tumor and
had not long to live, but wanted
to be assured that his widow
was left in such a “beautiful and
comforting” home.

My seller client was so
moved that she accepted his
offer, which was lower than two
other offers on the table! I must
confess that I too was moved,
but still managed to advise my
client to think about letting
sentiment sway her. However,
she persisted.

That situation occurred more than 20
years ago, and occasionally when I pass
that house on my way home, I witness that
successful buyer, healthy as an ox, mowing
his lawn. I guess the only way I can
accept this situation, which was decidedly
deceptive, is to write about it here and to
hope the buyer reads it.

Bill Primavera is a vesidential and
commercial realtor associated with William
Raveis Realty, as well as a publicist
and journalist writing regularly as The
Home Guru. For questions about home
maintenance or to buy or sell a home, he can
be e-mailed at williamjprimavera@gmail.
com or called directly at 914-522-2076.

Come browse our selection of
hand-selected books,
unique cards and more!

Open seven days a week.

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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ERA Realty

SERVICES

nEAL ESTATE

READY, WILLING & ABLE

Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present
Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment
Able: To work with you in our new normal

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions...
Because my time is your time.

370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

Sharon L. Foley
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

C: 914.649.1157
0:914.769.2222
E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com
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Dr. Kathleen Lynn: Rebel, Reformer, Eradicator of Tuberculosis

Our final installment in the “Women of
Ireland” series, Kathleen Lynn, did not
carry a gun, as the bulk of our other subjects
had. Instead, she carried a medical Kkit.

Writer Mary Thorpe, in https:/
celticlifeintl.com, labels her “one of the
great Irish humanitarians of the 20th
century.”

Born Jan. 28, 1874, in County Mayo,
Lynn was distantly related to Countess
Markiewicz, another of our recent subjects,
and grew up in the same privileged
environment. Her family was Protestant,
and her father, Robert Young Lynn, was a
Church of Ireland clergyman. Despite being
members of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy,
Lynn’s family were engrained with
compassion for the masses, who suffered
greatly during Kathleen’s life, whether in
rural Ireland or urban Dublin.

At 16 she knew what she wanted to be
— a physician. She studied first in England
and Germany, and then returned to Ireland
where she enrolled in the Royal University
of Ireland, now the University College
(Dublin) School of Medicine. In 1899,
at 25, she became one of its first female
graduates. She promptly left for America,
accompanied by her close
friend, Madeleine ffrench-
Mullen. She remained
there for 10 years, and
learned as much as she
could about American hospital practices.

Unable to secure a hospital position upon
her return to Ireland, she struck out on her
own and set up a physician’s practice in

Dr. Kathleen Lynn (1874 - 1955)

Rathmines, where she and Madeleine lived.
Her efforts were finally rewarded in 1910
when she became the first female Irish
doctor employed in a hospital.

But medicine was not her only passion.
With a thirst for social reform and justice,
she became involved in the women’s
suffrage movement; the Irish labor
movement (where she became a close
friend of the Irish socialist and revolutionary

James Connolly); and, at
Connolly’s urging, the Irish

I»’/i S ﬁ Fc [e ctic Nationalist movement.

By the time of the

1916 Rising, she was a

captain and chief medical officer in the
Irish Citizen Army, to whose members she
taught first aid classes. During the Rising,
she personally directed rebel medical

operations at Dublin’s City
Hall, prior to its recapture by
the British.

Dr. Lynn was arrested and
sent to Kilmainham Gaol.
Released, she continued her
involvement in politics during
the Anglo-Irish War and the
subsequent Irish Civil War. She
rose to a leadership position
in the Sinn Féin (Ourselves
Alone) party, where she hoped
to introduce greater emphasis
on community healthcare.

She  simultaneously  agitated for
the creation of a municipal hospital
concentrating on providing services to the
women and children of Dublin, the majority
of whom lived in abject poverty and fear of
one of the number one killers of the day
— tuberculosis. Other common maladies
included syphilis, then widespread among
Dublin’s poor, and malnutrition.

Infant mortality was another scourge,
with Ireland having the highest rate in
all of Europe. Her efforts resulted in the
establishment of Saint Ultan’s Hospital,
which opened in 1919. It was the only
hospital in Ireland managed and staffed
solely by women. Thus, it offered an
environment in which the typical Irish
woman of the time would feel far more
comfortable in as she sought treatment for
ailments that might make them objects of
shame and derision, no matter how unfair
that characterization might be.

By the late 1920s, it became apparent

By Brian McGowan

that the Irish political scene
would not be particularly
receptive to Dr. Lynn’s aims.
Issues of gender and probable
sexual orientation stymied
her goal of providing modern
medical treatment to all the
women and children of Ireland.

Despite  the  continued
opposition of the male-
dominated Irish  medical

establishment, Dr. Lynn
continued tirelessly in her
labors for the poor and
oppressed, dispensing quality medical
care, conducting research into the causes
of tuberculosis and ultimately managing
widescale vaccination against this major
killer.

A sharp reduction in the disease is
credited to her work, which continued until
the day she died, aged 81, on Sept. 14, 1955.
In recognition of her contribution to Ireland,
she was given a funeral with full military
honors and is widely recognized today as an
outstanding “Woman of Ireland.”

Longtime Pleasantville resident Brian
McGowan was born and raised in the
Bronx and is a second-, third- and fifth-
generation Irish-American/Canadian, as
his tmmigrant ancestors followed several
paths to the New World. Reach him at
brian.m.mcgowanl952@gmail.com. He is
the author of two books, “Thunder at Noon,”
about the Battle of Waterloo, and “Love, Son
John,” about World War II. Both are available
at Amazon.com.

Proposition #l

SCAN ME

Let’s Show
Our Appreciation
To The Mt. Kisco

Volunteer Fire Pept.

& Volunteer

Awbulance Corps!

On Novewber 8t

vOTE YES!

The program, which is used as a
recruiting and retention tool, will
bring our volunteers closer to
parity with those in
surrounding communities.

MKVEFD'LOSAP

Proposition #2 MKVAC LOSAP

LOSAP (Length of Service Award Program) is no additional cost
to taxpayers & 100% of the funds go to the volunteers.

SCAN ME

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LOSAP Program?

A. LOSAP is a Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP). The
program began in 2003 after a referendum vote by the Village

taxpayers.

B. The program allows Mount Kisco Volunteer Firefighters (MKVFD)
and Mount Kisco Ambulance Corp (MKVAC) members to attain 50
points during the calendar year which would give them a benefit of
$20 per month for each year that 50 points were attained for a
maximum of 20 years. This is not a Pension Plan.

C. The maximum monthly payout after 20 years would be $400 per
month once entitlement age has been reached. (60 years of age
for the Fire Department and 65 years of age for the Ambulance

Corps).

o

The program was created to recruit new members and retain

existing members for both organizations.

E. The MKVFD and MKVAC are seeking to increase their benefit from
$400 per month to $750 per month. Surrounding towns currently
have a similar program with benefits ranging from $800 to $1200

per month.

F. The LOSAP program will go from $20 per month to $30 per month
and from 20 years to 25 years before the maximum benefit can be
attained. It will also offer parity between the fire department and
ambulance corps with entitlement at age 60 for all.

G. No additional taxpayer funding will be required if projections hold

true for this increase in benefits.

H. The Village of Mount Kisco Treasurer and the Village Manager
created investment accounts in 2003 to ensure the program for the
MKVFD and the MKVAC would be funded.

I. Financial models project that the current budget allocations for
these accounts growing at a rate of 4.5% will cover the cost of the
increased benefit through 2035 with no current tax increase to the

residents of Mount Kisco.
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Volunteer’s Corner: News From the Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department

By John R. Thys

It has been a busy stretch for the
Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department.
On Oct.2, the department participated in
the Pleasantville Block Party, sponsored by
the Chamber of commerce. Some members
also participated in the 10th annual
Charity First Responder Chili cook off at
the Broken Bow Brewery in Tuckahoe.
Resulting fires were extinguished with
Rolaids.

Lt. Ryan Onuma organized the
department’s Open House on Oct. 8.
The department opened its doors to the
village with exhibits of tools, proper fire
extinguisher use, vehicle extrication and
a smoke house exhibit. The Pleasantville
Volunteer =~ Ambulance  Corps  also
participated.

On Oct. 4, a fire safety presentation
was made to a local Girl Scout troop and
three days later, a similar presentation
was made at Bedford Road School. Both
presentations were organized by Onuma.

On Oct. 22, 18 members of the
department attended a hands-on training
class titled “Man vs. Machine,” where
members were taught how to respond to
industrial accidents and impalements and
received additional training on extrication
of victims from a vehicle.

The department responded to a

i

the Thornwood Fire

Pleasantville assisted
Department at an Oct. 15 structure fire.

structure fire on Oct. 15, as mutual aid to
Thornwood. Thornwood was also assisted
by Valhalla, Hawthorne and Millwood. The
main fire was knocked down relatively
quickly with members cleaning up hotspots
and overhauling to assure no extension.

In addition, there were responses to an
array of calls for automatic alarms, gas
leaks, car accidents and carbon monoxide
calls.

In previous articles, a member of
the department has been recognized to
honor them for their contribution to the
community and to demonstrate that the
volunteers of the Pleasantville Volunteer
Fire Department are the same as the

SMALL NEWS

‘.
b

.i.?’ - .
10 WD Zoaps N“

SATURDAY, DEGEMBER 3| 8pm |ALL AGES

PARAMOUNT HuDSON VALLEY THEATER
1008 Brown Street, Peekskill, NY

RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW!

$30-$60 (plus fees) tickets available by phone (914.739.0039),

through paramounthudsonvalley.com and at the box office

Jon Ells joined the department shortly after
moving to Pleasantville with his family in 2018.

residents of the village, except from time
to time they ride the big red trucks to
come to the aid of their neighbors.

This month, we recognize Jon Ells,
a fairly new volunteer, having moved
to Pleasantville in 2018 and joining the
department shortly thereafter.

Ells, a Yale grad, works remotely
from home as a consultant specializing
in sustainability. Previously he spent
20 years working for New York City, in
emergency management and vehicle
operations. He lives in Pleasantville with
his wife, Stephanie, and daughter Delilah.

He joined the department after seeing a
banner soliciting volunteers. Ells decided

IS BIG NEWS
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“A tremendous singing talent”
Bob Smith, The Static Dive
. “A beautiful, rolling stream of

"~ old-school rock reinvented”
~ Mlicia Parker, Daily Music Rolf

LFRIDAY, DECEMBEH 9+ 7:30 PM %’fu"&

“Stunning evocative vocals..
Chris Ruggiero's voice is breath-taking”

- lukeBoxTime.com

“A natural”
Jon Benson, The Chronicle-Telegram

5 LIVE ON STAGEAT X
" PORT I:HESTEII HS PERFORMING llTS IUIIITIIHIIIH

ONE TAMARACK RD, PORT CHESTER, NY 10573

that joining the department would be a
good way to meet neighbors and perform a
needed service in his new village.

Jon said that he gets much satisfaction
from responding to fires and other
emergencies where he is part of a team
that makes a difference. He also has
learned a great deal from courses given at
the local fire training center.

Aside from courses necessary to qualify
as a firefighter, he mentioned that Con
Edison provides a class in gas emergencies
covering practical hands-on training to
recognize gas issues.

The Pleasantville Volunteer Fire
Department is always looking for new
members. Should you be interested, we’d
love to talk to you. No commitments. The
fire service has proven to be a rewarding
and meaningful experience for many. Just
ask the long-term members; some have
been with the department for over 50
years and many 25 years or more.

Anyone interested in joining us can stop
by the department’s headquarters at 75
Washington Ave. most Monday nights when
there are drills, meetings and equipment
maintenance. If you see us come on in, we
will make time to talk to you. Or you can
give the department a call at 914-769-2336
(You will get the recording, but we will get
back to you.)
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For tickets call 917-567-5842 or visit chrisruggieruti.om
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Remembering the Life and Bravery of Conservationist Gonzalo Cardona

By Bryan Kluepfel

As I head for another trip to South
America, I'm reminded that just last year
a leader in environmental conservation,
Gonzalo Cardona, was killed in Valle del
Cauca, Colombia. Gonzalo dedicated the
last 23 years of his life to protecting the
yellow-eared parrot, a wondrous bird
which was in danger of extinction. (It has
already been extirpated, or made locally
extinct, in neighboring Ecuador.)

Colombia has become somewhat
safer since the most terrifying days of
the drug cartels. It has become a more
popular birding destination. It could
be the greatest birding destination on
the planet, for its range of habitat and
number of species.

Yet Colombia is still the most
dangerous place in the world to take a
stand for the environment.

In 2019, 64 park rangers and others
working to protect and preserve nature
were killed. There is ongoing conflict
between remnants of the FARC, which
signed a nominal peace treaty with the
government in 2016, and the country’s
official armed forces.

It was into this mess that “Gonza”
Cardona bravely stepped. He had been a
farmer, but he had no specific reason to

An illustration of the yellow-eared parrot
from “Parrots of the World” by Joseph M.
Forshaw. The illustration was by William T.
Cooper.

fellow Colombians do every day. But he
persisted.

When Gonzalo began counting the
yellow-eared parrots in 1998, there were
only about 80 left in Colombia. Through
his efforts, and those of ProAves, a
nonprofit conservation organization in

in December 2020.

After last year’s census, on Jan. 8,
Gonzalo was returning to Roncevalles, a
mountain town 2,400 meters above sea
level. His birthplace, Roncevalles is a
town that has been occupied by armed
forces, its citizens terrorized and killed.
A place to tread lightly.

There is a road connecting Barragan
and Roncesvalles. A lonely road, and
a no-go zone after 6 p.m., “everyone
knows,” said the local papers. FARC
holdouts, armed bandits and others don’t
like “their” territory compromised after
dark. Gonzalo hopped on his motorbike
and headed home for a
well-deserved rest after
completing the census.

He never made it.

A few days later, after
his disappearance was
reported and publicized, Gonzalo’s wife
received a call from the perpetrators
who shot and killed him. They can stop
looking; you can find his body here, they
said. The corpse was found, covered in
sticks and dirt, with two bullets in the
chest.

Gonzalo Cardona died defending a
species of parrot that otherwise may
have disappeared forever. He never
questioned why he did it. It simply had

For The
Birds

Colombians proud of their natural
treasures, just as the adventurous team
at Expedicion BIO from the Humboldt
Institute is reclaiming this heritage
and giving the country a path forward
in conservation and eco-tourism.
Gonzalo lives on in the work of ProAves
throughout Colombia, and through the
annual Yellow-Eared Parrot Festival in
Roncevalles, close to where he died.

Dian  Fossey, the  American
primatologist murdered in Rwanda on
the day after Christmas in 1985, would
have been proud to know Gonzalo. I'm
sorry I never met him.

Today’s  column is
also dedicated to Franz
Jdgerstittes, —a  humble
Austrian farmer who faced
down terroy, refusing to be
conscripted into  Hitler’s
army or to sign an oath of loyalty to the
Fuhrer. For this, he died, beheaded at age
36.

Much of this column originally appeared
on the blogsite birdmanwalking.com.

Brian Kluepfel of Ossining is a proud
member of Saw Mill River Audubon and
an author for the Lomnely Planet travel
book series, Westchester Magazine and
Birdwatching Magazine. His article on
birding in Newfoundland appeared in

Colombia, the number grew to more than
2,800 when he completed his last census

protect an endangered species. He could
have gone on with his life, as many of his

October’s Birdwatching. Check him out at
birdmanwalking.com.

to be done. He knew, and he persisted.
Gonza gave people hope. He made

THERE'S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz By Edward Goralski

November Bounty. According to vocabulary.com, “November is stuffed with word-worthy occa-
sions. From Native American Heritage Month to Election Day, Veterans Day, National Pickle Day
and Thanksgiving, it's a veritable cornucopia of vocabulary.” The words this week come from the
“A Bounty of November Vocabulary” word lists.

1.muddle (n.)

A) a grinding stone B) a bungling performance C) a disorganized state

2. dumfound (v.)

A) to say nothing B) baffle C) jettison

3. benignant (adj.)

A) serenely mild B) dear to the heart C) strongly inclined

4, terrapin (n.)

A) web-footed turtle B) solid ground C) physical features

5. statute (n.)

A) state of affairs B) legislative act C) a collection of data

6. buffalo (v.)

A) to give strength to B) become encouraged C) overawe

7. pemmican (n.)

A) a paste of dried meat B) an introduction C) companion piece

8. eleemosynary (adj.)

A) marked by elegance B) inherent C) charitable
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SAW MILL RIVER AUDUBON™
Connecting People & Nature Since 1953

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 pm via Zoom

Members’ & Friends’ Best Nature Photography
A showcase of local nature photographers! New submissions
invited: www.sawmillriveraudubon.org/photo-show

Zoom Bird Chat, Selected Tuesdays, 7:00 pm,
Learn where local birders are birding & what they are seeing
and, if you wish, share your own bird observations or questions.
See schedule and past videos: www.sawmillriveraudubon.org/chat

Weekly Guided Bird Walks

Registration required for most walks. Visit local birding hotspots.
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org/register-walks

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org
for more information and free registration for above events,
to purchase bird seed and to download SMRA sanctuary maps.
SMRA sanctuary maps also available free on Avenza map app.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING
CHAPPAQUA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT,
IN THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a resolution of the Board of Education of the Chappaqua Central School District, in the County of West-
chester, New York, adopted on October 3, 2022, a Special District Meeting of the qualified voters of said School District will be held on:

Tuesday, November 29, 2022

from 7:00 oclock A.M. to 9:00 oclock P.M. (Prevailing Time) at the Gymnasium of the Horace Greeley High School, Chappaqua, New York for the purpose
of voting upon the following Bond Propositions:

BOND PROPOSITION #1

RESOLVED:

(a) That the Board of Education of the Chappaqua Central School District, in the County of Westchester, New York (the “District”), is hereby autho-
rized to construct improvements and alterations to District school buildings and/or sites (the “Project”) substantially as described in a plan prepared by the
District with the assistance of KG+D, Architects, P.C. (the “Plan”), available for public inspection in the office of the District Clerk, including (as and where
necessary): roof replacements and/or reconstruction; improvements to the heating, ventilation, air conditioning, electrical, fire safety, lighting, and commu-
nications systems; bridge replacement; and site and athletic improvements including the construction of bathrooms, a storage building, playground resur-
facing and a modified baseball field and paving improvements; all of the foregoing to include the original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus and
ancillary or related site, demolition and other work required in connection therewith; and to expend therefor, including preliminary costs, costs incidental
thereto and to the financing thereof and interest during construction, an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of $33,985,000; provided that the
costs of the components of the Project as set forth in the Plan may be reallocated among such components if the Board of Education shall determine that
such reallocation is in the best interests of the District;

(b) that a tax is hereby voted in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $33,985,000 to pay such cost, said tax to be levied and collected in installments
in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board of Education; and
(c) that in anticipation of said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to exceed $33,985,000 and a

tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable.

BOND PROPOSITION #2

RESOLVED:

(a) That the Board of Education of the Chappaqua Central School District, in the County of Westchester, New York (the “District”), is hereby autho-
rized to construct a single point of entry at Horace Greeley High School (the “Project”) substantially as described in a plan prepared by the District with
the assistance of KG+D, Architects, P.C. (the “Plan”), available for public inspection in the office of the District Clerk, including (as and where necessary):
including a new entrance and connector to gymnasium, and reconfiguration of main office; the foregoing to include the original furnishings, equipment,
machinery, apparatus and ancillary or related site, demolition and other work required in connection therewith; and to expend therefor, including pre-
liminary costs, costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof and interest during construction, an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of
$11,340,000; provided that the costs of the components of the Project as set forth in the Plan may be reallocated among such components if the Board of
Education shall determine that such reallocation is in the best interests of the District;

(b) that a tax is hereby voted in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $11,340,000 to pay such cost, said tax to be levied and collected in installments
in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board of Education; and
(c) that in anticipation of said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to exceed $11,340,000 and a

tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable.
Such Bond Propositions shall appear on the ballot used for voting at said Special District Meeting in substantially the following condensed forms:

BOND PROPOSITION #1

YES NO

RESOLVED:

(a) That the Board of Education of the Chappaqua Central School District, in the County of Westchester, New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized

to construct improvements and alterations to District school buildings and/or sites, substantially as described in a plan prepared by the District with the
assistance of KG+D, Architects, P.C., and to expend therefor, including preliminary costs, costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof and inter-

est during construction, an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of $33,985,000; (b) that a tax is hereby voted in the aggregate amount of not to
exceed $33,985,000 to pay such cost, said tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said
Board of Education; and (c) that in anticipation of said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to exceed
$33,985,000 and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable.

BOND PROPOSITION #2

YES NO
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RESOLVED:

(a) That the Board of Education of the Chappaqua Central School District, in the County of Westchester, New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to
construct a single point of entry at Horace Greeley High School, substantially as described in a plan prepared by the District with the assistance of KG+D,
Architects, P.C., and to expend therefor, including preliminary costs, costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof and interest during construction,
an amount not to exceed the estimated total cost of $11,340,000; (b) that a tax is hereby voted in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $11,340,000 to pay
such cost, said tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board of Education; and (c)
that in anticipation of said tax, bonds of the District are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of not to exceed $11,340,000 and a tax is
hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same shall become due and payable.

The voting will be conducted by ballot as provided in the Education Law and the polls will remain open from 7:00 oclock A.M. to 9:00 oclock P.M. (Prevail-
ing Time) and as much longer as may be necessary to enable the voters then present to cast their ballots.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that registration of voters is required pursuant to Section 2014 of the Education Law. If a voter has registered to vote with
the School District and has voted at an annual or special school district meeting within the last four calendar years, (after January 1, 2018) s/he is eligible to
vote at this Special District Meeting. If a voter is currently registered to vote with the Westchester County Board of Elections, s/he is also eligible to vote in
this Special District Meeting. All other persons who wish to vote must register. Registration may be done on any business day at the office of the District
Clerk, during business hours, at the Education Center at 66 Roaring Brook Road, Chappaqua, New York, up to November 23, 2022. Any person possessing
all of the following qualifications may register to vote:

1. Is a citizen of the United States; and

2. Is eighteen years of age or older; and

3. Has resided in the School District for a period of thirty days immediately preceding the day of the Special District Meeting.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the register of voters so prepared, including the names of military voters who submitted valid military registrations,
shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the District and shall be open for inspection by any qualified voter of the District between the hours of 8:30 oclock
A.M. and 4:00 oclock P.M., (Prevailing Time), beginning November 23, 2022, except legal holidays, Sunday and on Saturday, November 26, 2022 by ap-
pointment only. Said register will be open for inspection at the polling place on the date of the election and vote.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, applications for absentee ballots for said Special District Meeting may be obtained at the Office of the School District
Clerk. The completed application must be received by the District Clerk no more than thirty (30) days and at least seven (7) days prior to the election if the
ballot is to be mailed to the voter or the day before the Special District Meeting, if the ballot will be picked up personally at the District Clerk’s Office by the
voter or the voter’s designated agent set forth in the application. Absentee ballots must be received by the District Clerk by no later than 5:00 oclock PM.,
(Prevailing Time), on November 29, 2022.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that a list of all persons to whom absentee ballots shall have been issued and a list of all military voters to whom military
ballots shall have been issued, will be available for inspection from qualified voters of the District in the said office of the District Clerk during regular office
hours, 8:30 oclock A.M. to 4:30 oclock P.M., (Prevailing Time), until the day of the Special District Meeting. Any qualified voter may file a written chal-
lenge of the qualifications of a voter whose name appears on such list, stating the reasons for the challenge.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that Military Voters who are not currently registered to vote may request an application to register as a qualified voter of the
District and Military Voters who are registered to vote may request an application for a military ballot by contacting the District Clerk at 66 Roaring Brook
Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514, Telephone (914) 238-7200, Ext. 1002 or email: lielsner@chappaquaschools.org, for the Special District Meeting on November
29, 2022. The Military Voter may indicate their preference for receiving the registration application and/or application for military ballot by mail, facsimile
or email. The application to register and the application for military ballot must be received by the District Clerk no later than 5:00 P.M. (Prevailing Time)
on November 3, 2022. Military ballots will be mailed or otherwise distributed no later than 25 days before the election. Military ballots must be returned
by mail or in person and received by the District Clerk by 5:00 oclock P.M. (Prevailing Time) on November 29, 2022.

Only qualified voters who are duly registered will be permitted to vote.
BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dated: October 3, 2022

LIISA ELSNER
DISTRICT CLERK
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AVISO DE REUNION ESPECIAL DEL DISTRITO
DISTRITO ESCOLAR CENTRAL DE CHAPPAQUA
EN EL CONDADO DE WESTCHESTER, NUEVA YORK

POR LA PRESENTE SE NOTIFICA que, de conformidad con una resoluciéon de la Junta de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Central de Chappaqua, en el
Condado de Westchester, Nueva York adoptada el 3 de octubre de 2022, se llevard a cabo una Reunién Especial del Distrito para los votantes cualificados de
dicho Distrito Escolar el:

martes, 29 de noviembre de 2022

desde las 7:00 AM a las 9:00 PM (hora vigente) en el gimnasio de la Escuela Secundaria Horace Greeley, Chappaqua, Nueva York, con el propoésito de votar
sobre las siguientes Propuestas de Bonos:

PROPUESTA DE BONO N° 1

SE RESUELVE:

(a) Que la Junta de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Central de Chappaqua, en el condado de Westchester, Nueva York (el “Distrito”), por la presente
estd autorizada a construir mejoras y modificaciones en los edificios y/o sitios escolares del Distrito (el “Proyecto”) sustancialmente como se describe en
un plan preparado por el Distrito con la asistencia de KG+D, Architects, PC (el “Plan”), disponible para inspeccion publica en la oficina de la Secretaria
del Distrito, que incluye (segtin y donde sea necesario): reemplazos de techo y /o reconstruccion; mejoras a los sistemas de calefaccion, ventilacion, aire
acondicionado, electricidad, seguridad contra incendios, iluminacién y comunicaciones; reemplazo de puente y mejoras deportivas y del sitio, incluida la
construccion de banos, un edificio de almacenamiento, repavimentacion del patio de recreo y un campo modificado de béisbol y mejoras de pavimentacion;
todo lo anterior para incluir el mobiliario original, el equipo, la maquinaria, el aparato y el sitio auxiliar o relacionado, la demolicion y otros trabajos re-
queridos en relacion con los mismos; y a gastar para ello, incluidos los costos preliminares, los costos incidentales y para el financiamiento de los mismos
y los intereses durante la construccion, una cantidad que no exceda el costo total estimado de $33,985,000; siempre que los costos de los componentes del
Proyecto como se establece en el Plan puedan reasignarse entre dichos componentes si la Junta de Educacion determina que dicha reasignacion es en el
mejor interés del Distrito;

(b) que por la presente se vota un impuesto por un monto total que no exceda $33,985,000 para pagar dicho costo, dicho impuesto se impondrd y co-
brara en cuotas en los aflos y en las cantidades que seran determinadas por dicha Junta de Educacién; y
(o) que anticipandose a dicho impuesto, se autoriza la emision de bonos del Distrito por el monto principal que no exceda los $33,985,000 y se vota un

impuesto para pagar los intereses de dichos bonos, a medida que los mismos venzan y sean pagaderos.

PROPUESTA DE BONO N°2

SE RESUELVE:

(a) Que la Junta de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Central de Chappaqua, en el Condado de Westchester, Nueva York (el “Distrito”), esta autorizada
por la presente a construir un tnico punto de entrada en la escuela secundaria Horace Greeley (el “Proyecto”) sustancialmente como esta descrito en un
plan preparado por el Distrito con la asistencia de KG+D, Architects, PC (el “Plan”), disponible para inspeccion publica en la oficina de la secretaria del
Distrito, incluyendo (segun y donde sea necesario): una nueva entrada y conexion con el gimnasio, y reconfiguracién de la oficina principal; lo anterior para
incluir el mobiliario original, el equipo, la maquinaria, el aparato y el sitio auxiliar o relacionado, la demolicion y otros trabajos requeridos en relacién con
los mismos; y para gastar por ello, incluidos los costos preliminares, los costos incidentales a los mismos y al financiamiento de los mismos y los intereses
durante la construccion, una cantidad que no exceda el costo total estimado de $11,340,000; siempre que los costos de los componentes del Proyecto como
se establece en el Plan puedan reasignarse entre dichos componentes si la Junta de Educacién determina que dicha reasignacion es en el mejor interés del
Distrito;

(b) Que por la presente se vota un impuesto por un monto total que no exceda $11,340,000 para pagar dicho costo, dicho impuesto se impondra y
cobrara en cuotas en los afos y en las cantidades que seran determinadas por dicha Junta de Educacion; y
(o) que anticipandose a dicho impuesto, se autoriza la emision de bonos del Distrito por el monto principal que no exceda los $11,340,000 y se vota un

impuesto para pagar los intereses de dichos bonos, a medida que los mismos venzan y sean pagaderos.

Dicha Propuesta de Bono aparecera en las boletas utilizadas para votar en dicha Reunion Especial de Distrito en sustancialmente la siguiente forma con-
densada:

PROPUESTA DE BONO N° 1
S NO

SE RESUELVE:

(a) Que la Junta de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Central de Chappaqua, en el Condado de Westchester, Nueva York (el “Distrito”), esta autorizada por la
presente a construir mejoras y modificaciones en los edificios y/o sitios escolares del Distrito, sustancialmente como se describe en un plan preparado por
el Distrito con la asistencia de KG+D, Architects, PC, y gastarlo, incluidos los costos preliminares, los costos incidentales y el financiamiento de los mismos
y los intereses durante la construccion, una cantidad que no exceda el costo total estimado de $33,985,000; (b) que por la presente se vota un impuesto por
un monto total que no exceda los $33,985,000 para pagar dicho costo, dicho impuesto se impondra y recaudara en cuotas en los afios y en los montos que
determine dicha Junta de Educacidn; y (c) que en prevision de dicho impuesto, por la presente se autoriza la emision de bonos del Distrito por un monto de
capital que no exceda los $33,985,000 y por la presente se vota un impuesto para pagar los intereses de dichos bonos a medida que venzan y sean pagaderos.
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PROPUESTA DE BONO N° 2
St NO

SE RESUELVE:

(a) Que la Junta de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Central de Chappaqua, en el Condado de Westchester, Nueva York (el “Distrito”), esta autorizada por

la presente a construir un tnico punto de entrada en la escuela secundaria Horace Greeley, sustancialmente como se describe en un plan preparado por el
Distrito con la asistencia de KG+D, Architects, P.C., y gastar para ello, incluidos los costos preliminares, los costos incidentales y el financiamiento de los
mismos y los intereses durante la construccion, una cantidad que no exceda el costo total estimado de $11,340,000 .para pagar dicho costo, dicho impuesto
se impondra y recaudara en cuotas en los afos y en las cantidades que determine dicha Junta de Educacion; y (c) que en prevision de dicho impuesto, por
la presente se autoriza la emision de bonos del Distrito por un monto de capital que no exceda los $11,340,000 y por la presente se vota un impuesto para
pagar los intereses de dichos bonos a medida que vencen y son pagaderos.

La votacidn se llevara a cabo mediante boletas segtin lo dispuesto en la Ley de Educacion y los centros de votacién permaneceran abiertos de 7:00 A.M. a
9:00 PM. (hora vigente) y mas tiempo segun sea necesario para permitir que los votantes presentes emitan sus votos.

ADEMAS SE NOTIFICA, que se requiere el registro de votantes de conformidad con la Seccién 2014 de la Ley de Educacidn. Si los votantes han sido regis-
trados previamente en el distrito escolar para votar y han votado en una reunién anual o especial de Distrito escolar dentro de los tltimos cuatro afios, ellos
reunen los requisitos para votar. Si un(a) votante esta actualmente registrado(a) para votar con la Junta Electoral del Condado de Westchester, también es
elegible para votar en esta Reunion Especial del Distrito. Todas las personas que deseen votar deberan registrarse. La inscripcion se puede realizar cualqui-
er dia habil en la oficina de la secretaria del Distrito, durante el horario laboral, en el Centro de Educacion en 66 Roaring Brook Road, Chappaqua, Nueva
York, hasta el 23 de noviembre de 2022. Cualquier persona que posea todas las siguientes cualificaciones puede registrarse para votar:

1. Es ciudadano(a) de los Estados Unidos

2. Tiene dieciocho (18) afios 0 mas; y

3. Haresidido en el distrito escolar por un periodo de treinta (30) dias inmediatamente anteriores al dia de la votacion;

ADEMAS SE NOTIFICA, que el registro de votantes asi preparado, incluidos los nombres de los votantes militares que presentaron registros militares
validos, se archivara en la oficina de la secretaria del Distrito y estard abierto para su inspeccion por parte de cualquier votante calificado del Distrito entre
el horario de 8:30 A. M. y 4:00 P.M., (hora vigente), a partir del 23 de noviembre de 2022, excepto feriados legales, domingos y el sabado 26 de noviembre de
2022 solo con cita previa. Dicho registro estara abierto para inspeccion en el lugar de votacion en la fecha de la eleccion y votacion.

ADEMAS SE NOTIFICA, que las solicitudes de boletas de voto en ausencia pueden obtenerse en la oficina de la secretaria del Distrito Escolar. La solicitud
completa debe ser recibida por la secretaria del Distrito no mas de treinta (30) dias y al menos siete (7) dias antes de la eleccion si la boleta se enviard por
correo a los votantes o el dia anterior a la Reunion Especial del Distrito, si la boleta serd recogida personalmente en la oficina de la secretaria del Distrito
por los votantes o los agentes designados por los votantes en la solicitud. Las boletas de voto en ausencia deben ser recibidas por la secretaria del Distrito no
mas tarde de las 5:00 P.M., hora vigente, el 29 de noviembre de 2022.

ADEMAS SE NOTIFICA, que una lista de todas las personas a las que se les habran emitido boletas de voto en ausencia y una lista de todos los votantes
militares a quienes se les habran emitido boletas militares estara disponible para inspeccion de los votantes cualificados del Distrito en dicha oficina de la
secretaria del Distrito durante el horario regular de oficina, de 8:30 A.M. a 4:30 P.M., (hora vigente), hasta el dia de la Reunion Especial del Distrito. Todos
los votantes cualificados pueden presentar una impugnacion por escrito acerca de la cualificacién de uno de los votantes cuyo nombre aparezca en dicha
lista, exponiendo los motivos para la impugnacion.

ADEMAS SE NOTIFICA, que los votantes militares que actualmente no estén registrados para votar pueden solicitar registrarse como votantes cualifica-
dos del Distrito y los votantes militares que estan registrados para votar pueden obtener una solicitud de una boleta militar, poniéndose en contacto con
la Secretaria del Distrito en 66 Roaring Brook Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514, teléfono (914) 238-7200, Ext. 1002 o correo electrénico: lielsner@chappaqua-
schools.org, para la Reunién Especial del Distrito el 29 de noviembre de 2022. Los votantes militares pueden indicar su preferencia de recibir la solicitud
de registro y/o boleta por correo, fax o correo electrénico. La solicitud completa para registrarse y/o la solicitud para una boleta militar debe ser recibida
por la secretaria del Distrito no mas tarde de las 5:00 P.M. (hora vigente) el 3 de noviembre de 2022. Las boletas de voto militar se enviaran por correo o se
distribuiran a mds tardar 25 dias antes de la eleccion. Las boletas de voto militar deben ser devueltas por correo o en persona y deben ser recibidas por la
secretaria del Distrito no mas tarde de las 5:00 PM. (hora vigente) el 29 de noviembre de 2022.

Sélo los votantes cualificados que estan registrados para votar podran votar.
POR ORDEN DE LA JUNTA DE EDUCACION
Fechada: 3 de octubre de 2022

LIISA ELSNER
SECRETARIA DEL DISTRITO
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To Place a Classified Ad 110822 @ @O %{'ass:;lﬁed Ad 5Dea¢11ineh
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail EXAMI “ E R M E D I A c is Thursdays at 5pm for the
classifieds @theexaminernews.com u ss I I e s next week’s publication

AARON AT 914-235-0302

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques,
collectibles, oddities - for cash.

Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 24/7:

Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.
We Accept Most Vehicles Running

MOST CASH PAID FOR #*COMIC BOOKS WANTED!  (914) 263-2917 855-905-4755 or Not. 100% Tax Deductible.
paintings, antiques, furniture, TQP PRICES PAID!** 30 years Minimal To No Human Contact.
silver, sculpture, ]e\yelry books,  experience. Reliable and honest! AUTO DONATIONS Wheels For Wishes benefiting  Call: (877) 798-9474. Car Donation
cameras, records, mstruments,  Call or Text: 917-699-2496, or 3 Make-A-Wish® Northeast New Foundation d/b/a Wheels For
coins, watches, gold, comics, e.mail: smileLP@aol.com. Drive Out Breast Cancer: vy, your Car Donations Matter ~Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.

sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL

NOW More Than Ever! Free

Tmm of Cortlandt Property
; o 5 Single Family Homes and
Vacant Land Tax Foreclosures
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Wednesday, Nov. 30 @ 10AM

FREE Brochure, v
call ($00) 243-0061. [Details & photos:

il web site or

| N Y‘S»\ uctions.com

ABRSOLUTE AUCTIONS & REALTY, Inc. (S00) 24300

Donate a car today! The benefits
0/ f Beltone Hearing Aid Set”* + A Free Cleaning Set
'i  P®
qualifying purchases. Jabra Enhance Plus not eligible for the discount. See locations for details. Benefits of hearing

of donating your car or boat: Fast
with Purchase
Schedule Your FREE Hearing Screening (877) 503-2187
instruments may vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper

Hearing Aids
Starting at
Limited Time Offer!
Terms and conditions apply. Discount based on MSRP. Offer valid 10/1/22-12/31/22 at participating locations only on
fit. Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts.

ZBeltone

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES
‘m never

alone .

Life Alert® is always
here for me.

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

#:;b

Help at Home) (Help On-the-Go

Life Alert Batteries Never Need Charging.
For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

GENERAC
PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL
OFFER!

| (888) 871-0194

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIO . I

partners.

60% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

| TAKE AN :I;I]ITIDNAL STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS
Install for Military, Health ROOF STYI-ES

! Workers and First Responders

€RIE

! Metal Roofs

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an
architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs
can enhance the beauty of your home while
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

10% off

Uit time offec
Expires 123122 1

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictios y. Th
2 Cti

Made in
the USA

U C: ’l” Ihe nuthl pmv\ded
text message, email, pre-recorded n
Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies n
standing if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our acy
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved

€ERIE

Metal Roofs

p—

-
—Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
! PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFEAW'STEP

IWAI_K—lN TUuUB

1-855- 916 5473

With purchase of a new Safe StepWaIk -InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

LIMITED WARRANTY

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

org.

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver,
all fine jewelry and watches, coins,
paintings, better furs, complete
estates. We simply pay more! Call
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

COIN/GOLD/SILVER WANTED

Top Buyer for Coins &
Currency, Gold & Silver,
Jewelry, Diamonds,  Watches
Buying & Selling Gold & Silver
Bullion Experienced, Licensed,
Professional Mount Kisco Gold
& Silver Inc 139 E. Main Street,
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 Free
Valuations 914-244-9500 www.
bermanbuyscollectables.com

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & ITTRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get
the skills to become a Computer
& Help Desk Professional now!
Grants and Scholarships available
for certain programs for qualified
applicants. Call CTI for details!
844-947-0192 (M-F  8am-6pm
ET). Computer with internet is
required.

continued on page 32
Find us on
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Pirates of Penzance in One Act
Friday, November 18, 2022 8pm - Gardiner Theater

Join a band of swashbuckling buccaneers, a bumbling British bobby, frolicsome Victorian maidens,
and the delightfully dotty “model of @ modern Major-General” for a rollicking romp over the rocky
coast of Cornwall. This exuberant musical theater masterpiece, presented in a one-hour scaled-
down version of the well-loved operetta, will be followed after intermission by a selection of Gilbert
& Sullivan favorites as requested by the audience.

www.pawlingconcertseries.org

Somers Track & Field Booster Club
4™ ANNUAL

TURKEY TROT

5 A K ,.
Thanksgiving Morning Wy
November 24, 2022 at 8AM '1

5K TIMED TRAIL RACE: 8AM - Shirts for first 200 5K registrants {g

1 MILE FUN RUN/WALK: 9AM - Medals for finishers

LOCATION: Somers High School's Scenic Cross Country Course

REGISTRATION: Scan QR Code or find our race on www.runsignup.com
Online registration is open through 11/22/22

Put Your mind at ease...
Call us today!

Elder Law
Wills & Trusts
’ Estate'Planning
+ " Medicaid Planning
| nardianships
Probates

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

www.sloanandfeller.com

625 Route 6
Mahopac, NY 10541

Attorneys at Law

BREATHE EASY

u \
WE'VE GOT THE ONLY TEST YOUR FAMILY NEEDS

AFC Yorktown is pleased to now offer the Respiratory Panel test - a one swab test
for all of your needs including Flu, COVID, RSV, and so much more! We keep our
center clean and sanitized to ensure your safety.

We’re open every day with extended hours to fit your schedule.
No appointments needed.

3379 Crompond Rd (in the BJs Plaza), Yorktown Heights NY
914.930.5550 | M-F 8AM-8PM, S-S 8AM-5PM
afcurgentcare.com/yorktown-heights




32 November 8 - November 14, 2022 Examiner Media

To Place a Classified Ad 110322 @ @O Classified Ad Deadline
FIESEELS  EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds -ZRsdiss-
classifieds @theexaminernews.com next week’s publication
continued from page 30 HOME IMPROVEMENT Don’t Pay For Covered Associates of New York Inc. d/b/a
HEALTH Home Repairs Again! American Best Beverage Catering
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO BATH & SHOWER UPDATES  Residential Warranty  covers
ATTENTION VIAGRA  in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable

MEDICAL BILLING! Become a
Medical Office Professional online
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified
& ready to work in months! Call
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm
ET). Computer with internet is

Today. 877-707-5523

USERS: Generic 100mg blue
pills or generic 20mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call

required. HELP WANTED
Up to $21.09 NYC, $20.22
FINANCE LI, $15.20 Upstate NY! If
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR  YOu need care from your relative,

MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop
wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues,
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-
869-5361 (Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-

5pm PST) needed. 347-713-3553

friend/ neighbor and you have
Medicaid, they may be eligible to
start taking care of you as personal
assistant under NYS Medicaid
CDPA Program. No Certificates

Dutchess County Property

' Homes, Vacant Land, Scasonal
- & Commercial Property
Tax Foreclosures
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION ENDING
Wednesday, November 22 (@ 10AM

FREE Brochure, visit weh site or call (B00) 243-0061.
|:.|'\-II!J'|||. Le

NYSAuctions.com

ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS & HEALTY, Ine., (200 24500850

details and |,'|I\.I'.I\.I‘|'

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call:
866-393-3636

Do you need a Roof or
Energy Efficient Windows &
Help paying for it? YOU MAY
QUALIFY THROUGH NEW
RELIEF PROGRAMS (800) 944-
9393 or visit NYProgramFunding.
org to qualify. Approved
applications will have the work
completed by a repair crew
provided by: HOMEOWNER
FUNDING. Not affiliated with
State or Gov Programs.

ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR
PLANS. 833-398-0526

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a
license, number 1352944 for beer,
wine, cider, and liquor has been
applied for by F&B Associates
of New York Inc. d/b/a Best
Beverage Catering to sell beer,
wine, cider, and liquor at retail
in a seasonal bar/tavern under
the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Law at FDR State Park, 2957
Crompond Rd., Yorktown Heights,
NY 10598, Westchester County for
on premises consumption. F&B

Give
Something
that Means

Something®

’F,‘r'l,f-:ﬁ;fﬂ“ Office for People With

3 — 2™ | Developmental Disabilities

Are you looking for help to replace your
home’s windows, doors, siding or roofing?

We have access tn fundlng snun:es

American
Red Cross

Geeks' 03 Site
Call Now for a FREE Diagnosis
1-866-848-0045

Friendly
Certified Computer
Repair Experts

Simply mention coupon

codaqgs,mandgm
20 OFF

anr sarvice you na-am

O tme s . Ca oroffer
oo et pod e ne T Suss. VA o

DENTAL insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo
with 190 channels and 3 months
free premium movie channels!
Free next day installation! Call
888-508-5313

Need cash for Christmas?
Turn your boxes of old comic books
into cash. Call George at 917-652-
9128, gbrook @pipeline.com

TV INTERNET PHONE

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favorite live
sports, news & entertainment
anywhere. First 3 months of HBO
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
595-6967

continued on next page

MNEW YOREK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BETTER
NEWSPAPER

Dental50PIlus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P15ONY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN). Rider
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
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20% +1
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Addressing the Movement Toward Low-Alcohol Wines

I've always been
an advocate of full-
bodied wines — be
they red or white.
I enjoy the unique
balance of fruit and
acid present in these
wines.

The increasing
problem I've been
encountering is
these full-bodied
wines tend to have higher and higher
levels of alcohol, sometimes approaching
16 percent, not a good thing in general and
especially if I'm driving afterwards.

I've been focusing on this trend in
alcohol content when selecting a bottle of
wine. What an eye-opening experience.
As I reported last week,
there is a trend toward
higher alcohol levels in
wines, especially those
from several California
producers of Cabernet
Sauvignons and Zinfandels.

But, countering this
trend is a consumer
movement to seek
out lower-alcohol wines, influenced by
consumers’ changing preferences and, even
more significantly, the deeply embedded
awareness of the effects of drinking and
driving. This week I'm focusing on this
phenomenon.

The wine industry has responded to these
changing demographics in several ways:

By Nick Antonaccio

To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail
classifieds @theexaminernews.com

continued from previous page

You Heard It
Through the

(rapevine

‘a consumer movement to seek out lower-
alcohol wines, influenced by consumers’

changing preferences’

1. Ignore consumer concerns. Great
wines, according to many vintners (and
critics), represent the specific expression of
grapes, soil and climate. In order to achieve
this, they believe grapes should not be
harvested until the optimal ripeness occurs.
(Increasingly, global warming is influencing
the hang-time of grapes on the vine, allowing
winemakers to optimize their efforts.) This
is a noble viewpoint, but at times it results in
high levels of residual sugar and, therefore,
high levels of alcohol in the finished product.

What does this portend
for the average consumer?
We may have to reduce
our consumption of wine.
In the absolute, a 1 or
2 percent increase in
alcohol levels may seem
insignificant,  but  the
impact may be. I recently
read of an experiment
in which an individual’s
blood-alcohol content was measured one
hour after consuming two glasses of wine:
first, one with 12.5 percent alcohol on an
empty stomach, and on a separate occasion,
one with 15 percent alcohol. The difference?
Legally sober versus legally drunk.

2. Offer consumers lower alcohol wines.

Opportunistic winemakers are seeking ways
to market a new category of wines. These
“low-alcohol” wines, ranging from 10 to 12
percent, are appearing in the marketplace,
offering consumers an alternative to the
same wines on the next shelf having higher
alcohol levels.

Again, a noble viewpoint, but
it has been difficult to achieve
“great taste, less alcohol”
to paraphrase a beer slogan.
These wines fall into two
broad categories: a) naturally
produced and b) technologically
induced.

It stands to reason that if
higher alcohol levels result
from longer hang-time, then
shorter hang-time will result in lower alcohol
levels. However, if grapes are harvested
earlier, they may be less mature and the
flavor profile of the resulting wine may be
compromised.

If producers can’t achieve the desired
result in the field, they can utilize technology
in the winery. With high tech processes
like reverse osmosis and spinning cones,
producers have total control in determining
the ultimate alcohol content. Or they can
eliminate alcohol entirely. Ah, the wonders

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds

FOLLOW EXAMINERMEDIA ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO MONITOR THE
LATEST BREAKING NEWS AND LOCAL REPORTING TIDBITS

914-864-0878 e advertising@theexaminernews.com ® www.theexaminernews.com

of technology. Ugh, the price we sometimes
pay for technology.

The unintended consequence of stripping
out alcohol in this manner is typically a
noticeable loss of bouquet and flavor in the
wine, sometimes to the point of making the
wines undrinkable.

3. Cultivate naturally low-alcohol grapes.
There are grape varieties grown in many
wine regions that are naturally low in alcohol
and have been so for centuries. At the top of
my list are sparkling wines from Spain (Cava)
and Italy (Prosecco). Next are a number of
white wines, including German
and French Riesling, many
Rosés and Portuguese Vinho
Verde. Reds are more difficult
to ferret out; there are a few
Pinot Noirs and Beaujolais.
(Always check the labels; there
are significant variations.)

Whether for health reasons
or for being safety conscious,
the quest for low-alcohol wines
is an admirable pursuit. It
doesn’t have to be a compromise between
lower alcohol and great taste.

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member
and Program Director of the Wine Media Guild
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s
credo: continuous experimenting results in
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on
Twitter @sharingwine.

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/
Visit
TheExaminerNews.com
to subscrihe to our

855.281.6439 |

Free Quotes

Could your
kitchen use a
little magic?
American Made

Family Owned
Award Winning

Kitcl

pen Magic'

Let us find the right

4

Medicare Advantage s,

Licensed Insurance Agent

MEDICARp HEALTH INSURENCE

plan for you! E‘:‘ﬁm
L e i
L
Maggie Flynn
845.385.2600 | FREE
medicaremags@gmail.com | =1 AnvocaTE

HEALTH

[ AMVELRS

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

(877) 516-1160

7-Year Extended Warranty*
— A $695 Value!

GENERAC
———— |

You'll receive the latest local
news delivered straight
toyour inhoxX s
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Where to Hold Your Special Holiday Event

We're always on the lookout
for venues to hold that special
event and be well catered to.
With the holiday season coming
up, here are a few suggestions
in the local area.

Tesoro D’Italia

Heading the day-to-day
operation is host and owner
Peter Lucaj who had been
general manager of Ciao
Ristorante in Eastchester.

Peter, Mark and Don have
done a stellar job growing this
expansive Italian restaurant
and catering house. The restaurant is divided
into a main dining room for 100 guests,
a semiprivate fireplace room for up to 40
guests and a lovely glass-enclosed wine room
seating up to 25. A spacious banquet room
can accommodate 130 guests for all types of
parties and private events. There is an inviting
tiled bar and lounge area for networking,
spirited  conversation and
casual dining. A dramatic wine
wall highlights the dining
room along with smoked glass
dividers and white tablecloths.

Look for their black linguini
pescatore, chicken payard and
Chilean sea bass. The weekday
lunch special is from 12 to
3 p.m. for $24.95. Happy hours are 3:30 to
6:30 p.m. in the bar only. Live entertainment
Friday evenings. Ample free parking.

Tesoro D’Italia is located at 160 Marble
Ave. in Pleasantville. Info: 914-579-2126 or

By Morris Gut

visit www.tesoroditaliany.com.

Freebird Kitchen and Bar

Seasoned proprietor Nick
Fusco serves tasty versions of
fried calamari, meaty baby back
bibs, Cobb salad, spicy chicken
wings, crispy Brussels sprouts,
shrimp and grits and braised
short ribs. The cooking here
is very satisfying and it’s all
done with a friendly Southern
theme. Portions are ample and
shareable.

The lighting and birds
hanging from the dining room
ceiling give the place a magical atmosphere.
There is a seasonal rooftop lounge, Sunday
night jam sessions and a sprawling bar with
craft beers. Happy hours are Tuesday to
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. and Friday from 2
to 6 p.m. Weekend brunch. Closed Mondays.

Freebird Kitchen and Bar is located at
161 Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. Info:

914-607-2476 of visit www.
freebirdkitchenandbar.com.
Alex’s Bar & Grille
Proprietor Alex Ahmetaj
serves big cuts of aged steaks
and chops along with generously
served  Northern  Italian/
Continental fare. The tender
steaks could be called a bargain
here. Customers enter the multi-section
dining room through the bar and lounge with
its black industrial ceiling, banquets and soft
lighting. It is a good networking spot.
The handsome dining room is split

Cer"1ter

11 city place, white plains, ny 10601 | 914.328.1600 | wppac.com

F=EIVE ON STAGE

Behind every great musical, there’s a great leading lady
1 880888088880 888888 8

BROADWAY DINAFEST

featuring 5 of Broadway's finest female vocalists who will celebrate the roles and musical selections
that underscore the leading lady's influence on the "Great Bright Way".

HENE

EMILY BAUTISTA (Miss Saigon)
ALI EWOLDT (7he Phantom of the Opera)

e
JACKIE BURNS (Wicked)
JUuDY MCLANE (Mamma Mia!)

KISSY SIMMONS (7he Lion King)

Musical Director/Accompanist: RACHEL DEAN (Hamilton, Moulin Rouge! )
Produced and Hosted by STEPHEN DEANGELIS

Musical selections will include the best of classic and contemporary musical theatre,
Shows represented will include Wicked; The Phantom of the Opera; Mamma Mia!;
The Lion King; Miss Saigon; Les Miserable; Six The Musical, Funny Girl; Evita;
Waitress; Grease; The Wiz, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill; She Loves Me;
West Side Story and Smokey Joe’s Cafe.

Saturday, November 19 - 8:00 PM

914.328.1600 | wppac.co

Scheduled Artists Subject to Change

AL B RERE

Casa Rina in Thornwood serves plates of delicious meatballs and broccoli rabe with sides.

into cozy sections with white tablecloths,
colorful impressionist paintings and warming
sconces. Check out the pan-fried calamari
with hot cherry peppers, linguini alla vongole,
a delicious fresh branzino prepared tableside,
classic veal parmigiana, grilled prime filet
mignon, prime New York sirloin steak or the
veal chop. Don't pass up the delicious house-
made cheesecake.

Alex’s Bar & Grille is located at 577 N.
Broadway in North White Plains. Info: 914-
358-1444 or visit www.alex577.com.

Mansion on Broadway

a5 t\/k_
— P OTOGRAPHY

I

ol

FOR VOTING ME /

Housed in an historic building, it is loaded
with the charm of a bygone era. It has
undergone a multimillion-dollar renovation
and is operated by a creative culinary team
ready to make your special event most
memorable.

Dynamic proprietor Michael Pasqualini has
restored the Mansion to its original glory. A
bar and lounge is available. Whether you are
planning a corporate meeting or any kind of
event for up to 200 guests, Pasqualini invites
you to a tour and taste of the premises by
advance reservation.

continued on next page

= Y

Best Family Photographer 3x! (]
[5 Minute Outdoor Mini Sessions

This Special Offer includes your gallery of downloadable images.
Segsions will take place in Pleasantville

text 914-980-2267 / DonnaMueller@Optonlinenet
www.DonnaMuellerPhotography.com
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Where to Hold Your Speczal Holiday Event, Part I

continued from previous page

Recently, Pasqualini collaborated with
celebrity chef Todd English as exclusive
caterers for Blade, a private jet company
working out of Westchester County Airport.

Mansion on Broadway is located at 139 N.
Broadway in White Plains. Info: 914-949-6900
or visit www.mansiononbroadway.com.

Prime Pub

Dynamic  proprietor Simi  Polozani,
founder of Prime Pub gastropubs in Somers
and Danbury, opened his latest location
last January on Route 202 in Somers at the
entrance to Heritage Hills.

Walk in and you notice the extraordinary
airy setting. The free-standing building sits at
the edge of a large pond, which can be seen
through large picture windows, a seasonal
fireplace highlighted with wood and stone,
an attractive dining room with well-spaced
tables, contemporary lighting and a semi-
enclosed bar and lounge area for schmoozing
and munching. Best of all, the staff are all
about hospitality from the moment you enter.

Check out menu specialties such as the
honey goat cheese flatbread, their blast-from-
the-past beef stroganoff, braised short ribs
and the decadent Burrata Burger. Located
across from DeCicco’s Market. Open seven
days a week for lunch, dinner and Sunday
brunch. Happy hours and a kids and a craft
beer menu.

Prime Pub is located at 249 Route 202 in
Somers. Info: 914-617-9818 or visit www.
primepubgroup.com.

Mulino’s at Lake Isle

LIVE ON
STAGE!

PARAMOUNT HUDSON VALLEY THEATER
"PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM

Diners won't go wrong by ordering the decadent
Burrata Burger with fries at Prime Pub in Somers.

From the same well-heeled crew that
has been serving patrons at Mulino’s of
Westchester in White Plains for the past
30 years comes Mulino’s at Lake Isle, a
major state-of-the-art multi-section catering
facility that underwent a multimillion-dollar
renovation on the grounds of Lake Isle
Country Club.

Proprietor Louis Gigante and Louis
Gigante Jr. are in charge. When operating
at full throttle, Mulino’s at Lake Isle can
accommodate up to 300 guests for all types of
catered events and functions.

Mulino’s at Lake Isle is located at 660 White
Plains Rd. in Eastchester. Info: 914-961-7800
or visit www.giganterestaurant.com.

Mamma Francesca

When Nick DiCostanzo was growing up on
the Island of Ischia in the Gulf of Naples, his
earliest memories were of the simple seaside
meals he would enjoy with his family. It was

“NO

The Ischia Salad with pizza bread at Mamma
Francesca.

farm to table and, of course, sea to table.

As proprietor of Mamma Francesca for
nearly 40 years, located on the banks of
Long Island Sound with six-story views of
the Queen City’s seafaring boat clubs, this
culinary philosophy still holds true, albeit
with a sprinkling of contemporary taste.
There are private and semiprivate party
facilities for up to 100 guests and catering
packages to suit your needs. Robust Italian-
American specialties include fresh-made
manicotti, calamari fritti, Ischia salad, chicken
parmigiana, misto frutti di mare and rabbit
cacciatore. There are daily happy hours, off-
premise catering and a new woodburning
pizza oven. Free parking.

Mamma Francesca is located at 414 Pelham
Rd. in New Rochelle. Info: 914-636-1229 or
visit www.mammafrancesca.com.

Lexington Square Café

The Pearl Restaurant Group led by Jim

Sullivan and Jan Fabry keep this artsy
multilevel dining room and bar buzzing. New
American specialties include the lobster
BLT salad, pan-roasted halibut, braised short
ribs, shrimp and scallop scampi, steak au
poivre and the grilled angus burger. Private
party facilities. Wine and specialty cocktails
available from the sprawling bar. Happy hours.

Lexington Square Café is located at 510
Lexington Ave. in Mount Kisco. Info: 914-
244-3663 or visit www.lexingtonsquarecafe.
com.

Casa Rina

Casa Rina on Commerce Street in
Thornwood is a 40-year-old throwback to
the days when the Italian-American kitchen
reigned supreme. There are Sinatra photos on
one wall, while Marilyn pics highlight another.

Proprietor Tommy Stratis took over the
establishment some 20 years ago and has
been keeping the creative juices flowing.
The Italian classics are served here — great
meatballs, hot antipasto for two, manicotti,
rigatoni with broccoli rabe and sausage,
chicken scarpariello, a big zuppa di pesce,
shrimp scampi and veal saltimbocca.

Popular happy hours are weekdays from 4
to 6:30 p.m. Free parking.

Casa Rina is located at 886 Commerce St.
in Thornwood. Info: 914-769-4515 or visit
www.casarinarestaurant.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant and
former restaurant trade magazine editor. He
has been tracking and writing about the food
and dining scene in greater Westchester for over
30 years. He may be reached at 914-235-6591
or gutreactions @optonline.net.
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No..seriously

WHY DO WE COST LESS?...Touro Dental Health is the teaching facility of
Touro College of Dental Medicine. WHY DO YOU GET MORE?...0ur faculty
and students use the most leading-edge dental technologies available.
CALL Touro Dental Health TODAY at (914) 594-5656 or visit www.dental.touro.
edu/patient-care.






