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By Rick Pezzullo
A throng of residents and commu-

nity leaders implored the Ossining 
Village Board last week not to repeal 
the Emergency Tenant Protection Act 
(ETPA) that was enacted last Septem-
ber.

On September 5, the board narrowly 
voted to establish the ETPA follow-
ing years of controversy over afford-
able housing and rent stabilization 
within the village. However, with Trus-
tee Manuel Quezada having replaced 
John Codman, a proponent of ETPA, 
it appears Mayor Victoria Gearity and 
Trustee Rika Levin, who voted against 

the measure five months ago, now have 
the upper hand to get rid of the law.

Ossining became the 20th munici-
pality to enact the state law. Other 
Westchester communities, includ-
ing Croton-on-Hudson, Dobbs Ferry, 
Sleepy Hollow, Pleasantville and Tarry-
town, have implemented ETPA. 

Under the act, the village is required 
to enforce a rent stabilization policy for 
all buildings constructed before 1974 
with six or more units. 

ETPA ensures that tenants are offered 
one or two-year leases and that apart-
ments receive proper maintenance. It 

Continued on page 2

Peekskill K9 Unit Awarded Check
Aftermath Services LLC last week presented Peekskill Police Chief  Donald Halmy with a $500 
check for the department’s K9 Unit.

By Neal Rentz
In response to the push by Governor 

Andrew Cuomo to legalize the recreational 
use of marijuana, the Somers Town Board 
is seeking to ban the sale of the drug.

The Town Board voted unanimously 
on February 7 to set a public hearing for 
March 7 at 7 p.m. on legislation that will be 
drafted by Town Attorney Roland Baroni. 

At last week’s meeting, Supervisor Rick 
Morrissey said he was seeking a way to 
ban the selling of marijuana in response to 
Cuomo’s proposal.

“In my mind, marijuana is a gateway 
drug,” Morrissey said. 

Morrissey said town Police Chief 
Michael Driscoll and the Partners in Pre-

vention have expressed their opposition to 
the legalization of recreational use of mari-
juana. 

The town could consider barring the sale 
of marijuana and pass the local law should 
the proposed state legislation be enacted, 
Baroni said. If the state legislation is ap-
proved, the town cannot bar recreational 
use of marijuana but could ban its sale, he 
said. 

While there were some comments from 
Town Board members that acknowledged 
there are differences of opinion through-
out the country regarding the legalization 
of marijuana, Morrissey’s colleagues joined 
the supervisor in seeking to ban the sale of 
marijuana.  

Councilman Anthony Cirieco said 
the state has estimated that legalization 
would bring in $300 million annually in 
new tax revenue. Councilman Richard 
Clinchy said the prospect of additional 
tax revenue should not be a motivation 
for the state to legalize recreational mari-
juana use.

Cirieco said Cuomo is proposing to al-
low large cities and counties to opt out of 
the marijuana legalization should it be 
passed by the state Legislature, but would 
not provide that option to towns and vil-
lages.  

Clinchy said he was particularly con-
cerned that if marijuana was legal more 
youths would use the drug. 

Somers Town Board Pursuing Marijuana Sale Ban

Ossining Board Urged 
to Keep Emergency 
Tenant Protection Act
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Q: Do I have sciatica?  
A: You probably do if you feel a sudden and severe 
pain, along with numbness and weakness, radiating 
from the buttocks down the back of one leg to the 
foot. The pain can be crippling. It is usually intense 
when you walk, diminishing when you lie down.  

Q: What causes sciatica?     
A: The sciatic nerve branches from the spine in the 
lower back through the hips and buttocks and runs 
down the back of each leg to the foot. Sciatica occurs 
when this nerve is pinched in the lower back by spinal 
disc herniation – protruding disc material – or by 
a larger fragment of disc material. Disc herniation 
usually occurs during normal activities, such as 
rising from bed.

Q: Am I at risk for sciatica?  
A: Sciatica is common. More than three million 
Americans are diagnosed with the condition annually.* 
Apart from the fact that 10 to 15 percent of patients 
have a family history of back problems, there are no 
risk factors. No behavior predisposes you to it.  
 

Q: What are my treatment options? 
A: If you have sciatica and it is not severe, you will 
typically receive oral steroids (anti-inflammatories) for 
seven days. Once you’re more mobile, you will engage 
in physical therapy for a period of time and then be 
re-evaluated.  If your symptoms persist, you may 
receive an injection of steroids at the nerve root 
to reduce pain. If this regimen fails, physicians will 
offer surgery. However, if a patient comes in unable 
to stand – basically bed-bound – we advise surgery 
sooner. It is important to know that 80 to 90 percent 
of patients get better without surgery.

Q: What can I expect from surgery for sciatica? 
A: This minimally invasive procedure takes under 
an hour, and consists of removing the disc material 
pressing on the nerve. Most patients are pain-free 
following surgery. We have seen patients who arrived 
unable to stand or walk for more than a few minutes, 
walk out the same day after surgery, completely 
asymptomatic. Sciatica recurs in ten percent of people, 
who may suffer recurrent bouts of the condition 
throughout their life.

Pain Shooting Down One Leg?  
What you need to know about symptoms 
and treatment of sciatica...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
John Abrahams, MD, FAANS
Chief, Neurosurgery
Co-Director, Spine Surgery, 
Orthopedic & Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about Dr. Abrahams 
and advanced spine surgery at 
nwhorthoandspine.org

* http://umm.edu/health/medical/reports/articles/
   back-pain-and-sciatica

also protects tenants from being evicted 
except on grounds allowed by law, illegal 
rent increases, landlord harassment, and 
all a rent freeze for certain senior citizens 
and people with disabilities. 

In Ossining, more than 1,200 apart-
ments are eligible for rent stabilization, 
making it the largest expansion of rent sta-
bilized housing in the state in two decades. 

Following a spirited rally in the 
streets that spilled into the Birdsall-
Fagan Police Court Facility on Spring 
Street last Wednesday, about 25 in-
dividuals spoke at a public hearing 
for about 90 minutes, with the over-
whelming majority vehemently against 
repealing ETPA.

“I believe our village may be turning 
its head, for a moment, away from what 
is right,” said Julie Gross, a more than 
50-year village resident and former 
Ossining High School teacher. “What 
happened in the last five months? What 
pressures have you had? Where are our 
values? Where are our concerns for our 
neighbors who can only live here under 
rent control? This is not who we are.”

“To repeal would be striking a blow 
at the essential character of this com-
munity,” said David Schwartz, vice 
chairman of the Westchester/Putnam 
Working Families Party. “Do not let 

self interest trump achieving fairness 
in this community.”

Mel Tanzman, executive director of 
the Westchester Disabled on the Move, 
said he was speaking for 3,600 seniors 
with disabilities in Ossining who “de-
serve the right to live in housing that is 
affordable, accessible and safe.”

“The proposal to repeal the Emer-
gency Tenant Protection Act in the 
Village of Ossining would strip them 
of the only legal protection available 
to them in New York State,” Tanzman 
said. “The human cost to our residents 
and community is far too great. It’s 
simply bad policy.”

The proposal was also criticized by 
local clergy and caught the attention 
of a councilwoman in Newburgh, State 
Senator David Carlucci, Westchester 
County Legislator Catherine Borgia 
and Peekskill Councilwoman Vanessa 
Agudelo, who said she was “incred-
ibly disappointed” the Ossining board 
would consider doing away with the 
ETPA.

“Give it more than five months. It’s 
cruel not taking into consideration 
what you have heard from people that 
you serve,” Agudelo remarked. “ETPA 
is not the solution, it’s not perfect, (but) 
it is protecting a large part of your pop-

ulation that is the most vulnerable.”
Linda Mangano, a 34-year resident 

and owner of a two-family home, was 
in the minority supporting abolishing 
the law, contending it had “outlived its 
usefulness.”

“We are a country of capitalism. We 
all have right to earn money, including 
landlords,” she said. “I want govern-
ment to stay out of my wallet.”

Trustees Omar Herrera and Quantel 
Bazemore, who supported the ETPA 
last year and continue to be strong 
advocates, ripped their colleagues for 
considering repealing the measure. 
Herrera also suggested Quezada may 
have a conflict of interest since he is a 
landlord in the village.

“I don’t play with people’s lives and 
their paychecks,” Herrera said. “What 
is being done here is completely unac-
ceptable.”

“The way some of my colleagues 
have dealt with ETPA is truly in poor 
taste. They have bought into rhetoric,” 
Bazemore charged. “We are all in this 
together. We are all Democrats. Act 
like it.”

Quezada, who rejoined the board in 
January following his election last No-
vember, said he does own a two-fam-
ily home and will make his decision 

based on what “benefits the village as 
a whole.”

“I tend to focus all my energy on the 
public and the community itself,” he 
said. “I understand a lot of the strug-
gles that a lot of people have.”

Levin said she cannot support the 
ETPA because “it is not income based,” 
adding, “It is only about what building 
you happen to live in and that makes 
it inequitable and unfair to all those 
people.”

Gearity penned a long column on 
her website explaining her reasons why 
she opposes the ETPA.

“The Village of Ossining’s two greatest 
housing challenges are substandard hous-
ing and an inadequate supply of afford-
able housing for the people who need it 
most. ETPA does not address these con-
cerns, and actually makes these problems 
worse,” she stated. “There has been a lot 
of misleading and misguided messaging 
surrounding the ETPA conversation. The 
good news for people concerned about 
preserving and expanding affordability of 
housing in Ossining, is that there are ef-
fective actions we can take.”

The board voted to accept written 
comments on the proposal until Fri-
day, February 15. No date was set for a 
vote on the measure.

Ossining Board Urged to Keep Emergency Tenant Protection Act
Continued from page 1
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By David Propper
Putnam Valley has been a communi-

ty in mourning the past two weeks fol-
lowing a tragic accident that resulted in 
the death of 17-year-old Elias Knapp. 

Knapp, a student at Putnam Valley 
High School, died days after he ac-
cidentally shot himself while horsing 
around with friends earlier this month. 
At his wake Saturday, a long line of 
people wrapped around Yorktown Fu-
neral Home to pay respects and show 
an absolute outpouring of love to the 
Knapp family. 

Around 7:46 p.m. on February 1, 
deputies from the Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment responded to a radio call of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the head at 
56 Ridge Ave. in Putnam Valley after 
a friend of Knapp called 911 to report 
the accident, according to the Putnam 
County Sheriff ’s Department. When 
deputies arrived, they saw Knapp with 
an apparent gunshot wound to his head 
with three friends also present, the 
Sheriff ’s Department said. 

Deputies, EMS workers and a medic 
tried to administer aide to Knapp, who 
was still breathing when they arrived, 
authorities sad. He was transported by 
the Mahopac Falls ambulance to then 
be airlifted to Westchester Medical 
Center. 

A decision was made days later to 
take Knapp off life support and his 
organs were donated, according to his 
father, Steven Knapp, who posted on 
a gofundme page that was set up by a 
town resident to help raise money for 
funeral expenses. 

“His heart was pure gold, he was a 
nurturing loving young person still in 
search of himself,” Steven said on the 
gofundme page, adding. “Please, re-
member him for the good and great 
things that he did throughout his 
childhood.”

The Sheriff ’s Department is still in-
vestigating the matter as of last Thurs-
day. No charges have been filed. 

“Our deepest condolences go out to 
the Knapp family,” the Sheriff ’s De-
partment stated. 

In his obituary, Knapp was described 
as a loving son, grandson, brother and 
friend who leaves behind his father, 
Steven, mother, Helena, two older sis-
ters and three surviving grandparents. 
He also leaves behind his longtime girl-
friend, Amanda Faul, who is a Putnam 
Valley High School student. 

Instead of sending flowers, the 
Knapp family requests people consider 
volunteering a few hours to an organi-
zation in Elias’s memory. 

“He enjoyed the outdoors, hiking, 
camping, and riding his dirt bike. He 
loved playing video games, music, and 
spending time with family and friends,” 
part of his obituary stated. “He had a 

special connection with animals, espe-
cially his dogs, and had an unrivaled 
and witty sense of humor.” 

The gofundme page has raised more 
than $22,000 with 370 people contrib-
uting in eight days as of Sunday night. 
The original funding goal was $7,500.

The organizer of the fundraiser is 
Lenore Fontanez, who has known the 
Knapp family for more than two dec-
ades. She worked at a local deli where 
she would see Steve and Elias Knapp 
come in on occasion. Elias would also 
drive by Fontanaz’s home every day on 

his quad or dirt bike, sometimes cut-
ting through their yard to get to the 
deli. 

Fontanez said she interacted with 
the Knapp family one way or another 
almost daily, which made the news of 
Elias’s accident even more sickening.  

“Literally my heart sunk,” she said. “I 
sat there in disbelief saying, ‘I cannot 
believe this.’”

The community has also put bright 
blue lights all throughout town to re-

Community Honors Loss of PV Teenager Elias Knapp

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE!

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm  - 5pm •  February 12th to February 18.   

Santa Margherita 
Pinot Grigio
$23.97

Donini
Pinot Grigio

$9.97 1.5L
Frenzy

Sauvignon Blanc
$9.97

Hanging Vine
Cabernet
$9.97

Freefall 
Sangria

$13.97
Rosenblum Great 

Amercian Red
$8.97

Santi
Pinot Grigio

$9.97
Alma De Los Andes

Malbec
$14.97

 THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST  TASTING FEBRUARY 23RD  12 - 5 PM
 While the Virtues  of Cali wines are familiar to many, the wines of the Pacifi c Northwest remain 
undiscovered. Come taste through some stellar offerings from Oregon and Washington State.

“The wines you want before you know you want them.”
W I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

WINES ON SALE THRU FEBRUARY
Jam Jar Shiraz ....................................$7.97
Bogle Merlot ......................................$7.97
Ch La Barotte Bordeaux Red.............. $9.97
Yalumba Y Series Chardonnay ........... $9.97 
Dr Loosen Dr L Riesling ...................... $9.97 
Hahn Pinot Noir ............................... $10.97
Bacchus Ginger’s Cuvee Pinot Noir .. $10.97
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay ........... $11.97
Grapesmith & Crusher Cabernet ..... $11.97
Paul Direder Muller Thurgau ............ $11.97
Asara Chenin Blanc......................... $11.97
Com1enzos Malbec ........................ $11.97
Quinta do Cardo Red ....................... $11.97
Dom Michaud Touraine  ................... $11.97
Gonnet Roussette De Savoie ........... $11.97
Clos Fardet Madiran ....................... $11.97
Vidal Costiere Des Nimes ................ $12.97
Dom Verpaille Macon Villages ......... $12.97
Coume Du Roy Le Desir .................... $12.97
Oinoz Rioja Crianza ......................... $12.97
Cuilleron Syrah ............................... $14.97
Senorio Sobral Albarino .................. $15.97
De Martino Legado Carmenere  ....... $15.97
Netzl Chardonnay ............................ $15.97
Calathus Cabernet  ......................... $16.97
Baudin Pouilly Fume  ....................... $19.97
Dom Ostertag Pinot Blanc ............... $19.97
Dom Chalet Pouilly Fuisse ............... $19.97
Dom Des Marrans Chiroubles .......... $19.97
Ch Leconte -Marquey Bordeaux Red $19.97

MAGNUMS ON SALE
Castelio Nero D’avola ..........................$7.97
Glen Ellen Chardonnay ........................$7.97
Astica Malbec ................................... $8.97
Crane Lake Pinot Grigio ...................... $9.97
Rapa Nui Cabernet ............................. $9.97
Sutter Home White Zinfandel .............. $9.97
Beringer Pink Moscato ..................... $10.97
Fetzer Cabernet ............................... $10.97
Omikron Nemea Red ........................ $11.97
Papi Sauvignon Blanc ...................... $11.97

SPIRITS ON SALE

Excelsior Chardonnay ..............................$6.97
Kipu Malbec ........................................... $7.97
Isle Saint Pierre Rouge ............................ $7.97
Smoking Loon Steelbird Chardonnay ....... $7.97 
La Masseria Primitivo .............................. $7.97
D’arenberg The Stump Jump Shiraz .........$8.97 
Nein Lives Riesling ..................................$8.97
Parallel 45 Rouge ...................................$9.97
Kato Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc ......$10.97 
Zorzal Pinot Noir ...................................$10.97
DMZ Syrah ............................................$11.97
Pomares Douro Tinto .............................$11.97
Brezo Tinto Mencia ...............................$11.97
Ch Les Combes Bordeaux Red ...............$11.97
Ch De Valmer Vouvray ............................$11.97
Clos De La Grange Touraine ...................$11.97
Pierre Sparr One ...................................$11.97
Auvigue St Veran ...................................$11.97
Hedges C.M.S Red ................................$11.97
Pietramore Montepulciano ...................$11.97
Perrini Negroamaro ...............................$11.97
Felluga Bianco Molamatta ....................$11.97 
Ch Peybrun Bordeaux Red .....................$12.97
Vino Z Czech Dry Riesling.......................$12.97
Anton Bauer Gmirk Gruner Veltliner .......$12.97 
James Petit Bourgueil ...........................$13.97
Zuccardi Q Malbec ................................$14.97
Felino Cabernet ....................................$14.97
Te Mata Gamay Noir ..............................$15.97
Mondavi Oakville Fume Blanc ................$15.97 
Caprai Montefalco ................................$15.97
Paul Cherrier Sancerre ..........................$16.97
Taron Rioja Reserve ...............................$16.97
Olivier Lefl aive Les Setilles ....................$19.97
Picq Chablis..........................................$19.97
Planella Montsant ................................$19.97

Three Olives Vodka 1.75L ..................$20.97
Goza Blanco Tequila 750ml ...............$24.97
Captain Morgan Spiced Rum1L .........$25.97
Kahlua 1L .........................................$26.97
Corner Creek Bourbon 750ml ............$26.97
Tanqueray Gin 1L ..............................$29.97

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

Continued on page 19
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Kitchen Refuse
Monday & Thursday
collection will be on:

Tuesday, Feb. 19 
 Thursday, Feb. 21
Tuesday & Friday

collection will be on:
Wednesday, Feb. 20

& Friday, Feb. 22

TOWN OF YORKTOWN  
REVISED SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 18 - 22
*NO COLLECTIONS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18* 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY   

SECTIONS 1 & 7: Recycling pickup will be 
Tuesday, February 19

SECTION 6: Recycling pickup will be 
Wednesday, February 20 

No changes for Sections 2, 3, 4 & 5
NOTE: Recyclables in 

Plastic Bags will not be collected!

RECYCLING

* FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 7:30 A.M. – 2:30 P.M. *

E-WASTE DISPOSAL DAY                
Bring your obsolete computer,                            
TV, laptop, monitor, VCR,
keyboard, cell phone, etc.  

TEXTILE RECOVERY DAY                            
Bring bags filled with unwanted clothing, 
shoes, rags, towels,bed sheets, blankets, etc.  

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  (behind Police/Court)

        Drop-off  7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.        Questions?  (914) 245-4438

By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Community Congress held 

its third and final public forum Saturday 
at Peekskill Middle School before a city-
wide vote is taken in mid-March.

The Community Congress is a non-
partisan initiative that gives residents 
the opportunity to address issues they 
are most concerned with, identify shared 
priorities, and engage in finding solu-
tions to move Peekskill forward. 

The first forum was held in December 
at the United Methodist Church, fol-
lowed by a second forum in January at 
Peekskill Brewery. At the three forums 
combined, 38 residents and local leaders 
presented proposals that will be present-
ed on a ballot that will be mailed to about 
10,000 residents, each of whom will be 
asked to rank their top three ideas.

“This gives the community the power 
to set the agenda,” group facilitator Jason 
Angell said to about 100 onlookers at the 
middle school Saturday. “This is about a 
community coming together and seeing 
what people of Peekskill care about.”

Any resident 13 years old or older was 
invited to sign up to share their priority 
to better Peekskill. On Saturday, 15 resi-
dents came forward to outline their pro-
posal in three minutes or less.

Valerie Eaton, president of the Peek-
skill NAACP, urged residents to lobby for 

Peekskill to have an early voting polling 
place, which the state Board of Elections 
would have to approve since Peekskill 
has less than 50,000 registered voters. 
Having a polling place would give resi-
dents up to nine days prior to Election 
Day to cast a ballot.

Deb Milone, president of the Hudson 

Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce, 
presented a concept to transform Peek-
skill into a large, “magical” holiday dis-
play during December.

“Create a magical environment that 
people from all over will want to come 
and see,” Milone said. “This will also at-
tract positive publicity for our city. Let’s 

make Peekskill a visual wonderland in 
December. If you light it, they will come.”

Margaret Steele, an eight-year resi-
dent who works in an art loft downtown, 
proposed establishing a vision map to 
transform Peekskill into a model walk-
able city.

“We have a chance to be a leader in 
this,” she said. “We are just a walkable 
city by default. We are not pedestrian-
friendly.”

Other proposals included setting up a 
council to serve as advocates for the eld-
erly, adding more street lights, forming a 
committee to research ways to build an 
outdoor covered facility for ice skating 
and hockey in the winter and graduations 
and concerts in the warmer months, and 
providing more jobs for youths.

The ideas that receive the most votes 
from the ballots mailed in March will be-
come the Community Congress’ prime 
focus, Angell said. Once the votes are 
tabulated and the results are revealed, an 
“action oriented fair” forum will be held.

“The hope is that out of the process, 
what rises to the top are what people 
share in common,” Angell said. “One 
thing about all the leaders in the com-
munity who devout so much time…it 
is so hopeful. There are so many people 
already looking at things.”

 RiCK PezzULLo PHoto
Group facilitator Jason Angell chats with Peekskill NAACP President Valerie eaton Saturday at Peekskill 
Middle School. 

Community Congress Holds Final Forum Before Vote
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JEFFERSON 
VALLEY MALL

Jefferson Valley Mall | Lower level, near Key Bank | 914.245.8111 | SterlingOptical.com
Doctor available 7 days a week! | Most insurance plans accepted | Se habla español | Use your Flex Dollars before they expire!
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EYE
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By Martin Wilbur
Vedat Gashi enjoyed his first run for 

public office so much that three months 
later he’s ready to do it again.

Gashi, a Yorktown Democrat who lost 
his initial bid for public office 
last November to Assembly-
man Kevin Byrne in the 94th 
state Assembly District race, 
announced last week that he 
will be running for the seat 
being vacated by Michael Ka-
plowitz on the Board of Legis-
lators in District 4. The district 
is comprised of portions of 
Yorktown and Somers and all 
of New Castle.

While filling Kaplowitz’s 
shoes will be difficult regard-
less of who his successor may be, Gashi 
said he’s looking to pick up the mantle and 
represent the district with a similar drive 
and attention to detail as the longtime in-
cumbent.

“I think it leaves a void and I think it 
comes at a time when we have some press-
ing questions before us,” said Gashi, 40, a 
real estate attorney. “I think it’s a challenge. 
I think there’s a need and I’d love to advo-
cate on behalf of what I regard as a chang-
ing or emerging demographic up here.”

Among the top pressing issues facing 

the district and Westchester is helping the 
county get back on firm financial footing. 
Last year, Westchester’s bond rating was re-
duced from the highest to the second high-
est level by Standard & Poor’s, Fitch and 

Moody’s.
Gashi said he will also look 

to assist each of the district’s 
municipalities push forward 
its long-stalled sewer projects. 
The three towns each have a 
project drawn up that will ad-
dress the issue of failing septic 
systems in certain areas and 
prevent pollution in the New 
York City reservoirs.

The issue has been a prob-
lem that has thus far proven 
to be insurmountable to over-

come. Yorktown, Somers and New Castle 
have each been promised $10 million each 
in East of Hudson funds the county is 
holding that were derived from New York 
City in 1997. There is nearly $30 million 
remaining, however, there are other com-
munities that are also looking to tap into 
that funding, he said.

“I think all three together and separately 
can make a pretty strong argument to get 
a little more funds in there to get to the 
promised amounts and get that increased 
funding from the city and the state,” Gashi 

said. “They all benefit from that.”
With his announcement, Gashi became 

the first candidate in either party for the 
seat. The new election schedule represents 
recently passed by the state, will see candi-
dates begin the five-week petition process 
on Feb. 26 to get on the ballot, he said. If 
any race goes to a primary, that will be held 
in late June.

Although Gashi, who came to the Unit-
ed States from Kosovo with his parents 
when he was four years old, said he hasn’t 

heard of any other candidates for the seat 
yet in either major party, he is ready for any 
challengers. He said he intends to eschew 
partisan politics and represent all residents, 
not just those in Democratic strongholds.

“I think you’re doing the position a dis-
service by catering to just one part of the 
district,” Gashi said. “We govern for every-
body and the job is to be a representative 
not of the Democratic areas but the whole 
district, for everybody who lives here.”

 
Vedat Gashi

Yorktown Democrat First to Announce Bid for Kaplowitz’s Seat

By Rick Pezzullo
Westchester County Legislator John 

Testa still has more than 10 months left 
representing residents in District 1, but 
a handful of Republican candidates are 
already lining up to fill his seat.

Throwing their hat in the ring to date 
are former Peekskill Mayor Frank Cata-
lina, Yorktown Councilman Tom Diana, 
Yorktown GOP Committee Vice Chair-
man Chris Arnold and Yorktown district 
leaders Rob Puff and Raymond St. John.

Candidates are scheduled to be inter-
viewed by the Westchester Republican 

County Committee Saturday morning, 
February 16 at Cortlandt Colonial Res-
taurant. On Wednesday, February 20, at 
the same location, district leaders will 
choose a candidate to run in November 
in District 1, which covers parts of Cort-
landt, Peekskill and Yorktown.

Meanwhile, Peekskill Councilman 
Colin Smith, a Democrat, is planning to 
announce his intentions to enter the race 
today (Tuesday) at BeanRunner Cafe. 
District 1 has been represented by a Re-
publican for many decades

Local Candidates Line Up to 
Run for Testa’s County Seat
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Growing up in my family's funeral home 
in the Bronx, I learned the business 
through the teachings of my great-
grandfather, grandfather, uncle, and 
father. I am a very proud 4th generation 
funeral director, with over 17 years of  
experience. I look forward to serving 
our community and your families with the utmost respect, 
gratitude, and honor. Thank you for letting me be a part of 
this amazing community. 

–Joe Giordano
Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Under New Ownership and Direction by Joseph A. Giordano Jr.

313 North James Street, Peekskill, NY 10566 • (914) 737-0083
www.currygiordanofh.com

Family Owned and Operated • Serving All Faiths

Curry & Giordano
            Funeral Home Inc.

The Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber 
of Commerce honored several member 
businesses, non-profits, and individuals 
at its annual Awards Ceremony on Janu-
ary 26 at the Mansion at Colonial Terrace 
in Cortlandt. More than 200 business, 
community and government leaders 
were on hand to applaud the honorees. 

“It is important to recognize our local 
businesses, non-profits and individu-
als who make a difference in our com-
munity. This year’s honorees exemplify 
the positive and meaningful impact they 
have on our lives all year round. While 
we honor each of them, they actually 
honor us with their ongoing contribu-
tions to the betterment of our region,” 
said Deb Milone, President, Hudson Val-
ley Gateway Chamber of Commerce. 

Buchanan-based Continental Building 
Products was honored as the chamber’s 
Business of the Year for its commitment 
to the community and its employees.  
Continental is installing a roof top solar 
panel system, which when completed, 
will be the largest in New York State.  Ex-
pected completion is Spring 2019, when 
area residents will have the opportunity 
to purchase low cost power through a 
program with Con Edison. In addition, 
the local plant maintains one of the best 
safety records in the company. 

NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley 
Hospital was honored with the chamber’s 
Quality of Life Award for enhancing and 
improving the quality of life for area resi-
dents by continuing to expand access to ad-
vanced medical care and services.  The Hos-
pital continues to recruit and engage highly 
skilled and talented primary care physicians 
and specialists to NewYork-Presbyterian 

Medical Group Hudson Valley.   
Jim Witt was honored with the cham-

ber’s Volunteer of the Year Award for his 
charitable work with the Hope for Youth 
Foundation. Witt is best known for his 
long-range weather calendars that pre-
dict what the weather will be like years, 
even decades, ahead.  He turned his pas-
sion for weather into helping kids when 

he co-founded the Hope for Youth Foun-
dation in 1986. Since its founding, HFYF 
has raised and donated more than $3.7 
million to children’s charities from the 
calendar sales and other fundraising ef-
forts. 

Justin Wingenroth was honored with 
the chamber’s Young Professional of 
the Year Award. Wingenroth is a dance 
instructor with more than 15 years of 
experience in teaching ballet, jazz, mu-
sical theater, lyrical and tap, who now 
operates The Dance Conservatory in the 
Peekskill/Cortlandt area, providing qual-
ity dance education in a safe, warm and 
inviting environment. 

Chereese Jervis-Hill was honored with 
the Chamber’s Chairman’s Award for 
her involvement with chamber events 
and her professional achievements at 
Events To Remember, a boutique events 
management and public relations firm.  
Jervis-Hill has received numerous 
awards and recognitions, including re-
cently being named one of Westchester’s 
Leading Businesswomen from 914INC. 
Magazine.

The Hudson Valley Gateway Cham-
ber of Commerce is the region’s leading 
voice of businesses with more than 520 
members. For more information, visit: 
www.hvgatewaychamber.com.

 
Back Row: (left to right) Angela Perez-Gonzalez Vice President, operations Peter Courtway Corporate 
Director information technology Shireen Pais, MD, FACG, AGAF, FASGe Chief  of  endoscopy Advanced 
therapeutic endoscopy Board Certified Gastroenterologist Front Row: (L to R) A. Bonnie Corbett Chief  
Nursing officer & Vice President, Patient Services Stacey Petrower President, NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hudson Valley Hospital ellen Bloom Director, Marketing & Development Jayne A. Lieb, MD, FACS, FASMBS
General & Bariatric Surgeon, New York-Presbyterian Hudson Valley Hospital Mrs. Jennifer Amorosa 
Louis F. Amorosa, MD Attending orthopedic & Spine Surgeon Assistant Professor of  orthopedic 
Surgery, Columbia University Medical Center

HVGCC Honors Businesses, Non-Profits and Individuals
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Orianna Parker

Orianna Catherine Parker, a resident of 
Ossining, died February 2 in Sleepy Hol-
low. She was 99.

The youngest of four sisters, she was 
born in Summerville, South Carolina to 
Charles and Sarah on July 23, 1919 and 
moved to Mount Vernon, NY in 1928, 
where she attended the public schools. In 
1942, she married Frederick A. Parker in 
1942 shortly before he was assigned to mil-
itary duty in Europe. She assisted the war 
effort by working in factories manufactur-
ing war supplies. After the war’s end, they 
settled in Mount Vernon and had three 
sons, Frederick, Michael and Dennis. Af-
ter spending years raising her children, she 
returned to the workforce as an employee 
at the Westchester County Department of 
Social Services, Child Protective Services 
where she remained until her retirement. 
In Mount Vernon, she was an active mem-
ber of Asbury, AME Church.

She moved to Ossining in 1999 were she 
volunteered at the Ossining Food Pantry 
and attended Trinity Church. She was a 
fierce competitor in Scrabble and enjoyed 
music. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Fred, her sisters Frances, Anna and 
Florence. She is survived by her three sons, 
grandchildren Kristen, Jonathon, Chris-
tian, Andrea, and Zoe and great-grandchil-
dren, Rebekah, Rachael and Tessa.

Lia Brennan

Lia Janice Brennan, a resident of Jef-
ferson Valley, died peacefully February 4, 
2019, in her home surrounded by her fam-
ily and her faithful bodyguard, Shadow, her 

loving Chihuahua. She was 83.
Born Cornelia Janice Luttenberg on July 

6, 1935, in Manhattan, to John and Janice 
Luttenberg (surname later changed to Bal). 
Shortly after her birth, the family moved 
to Woodside, Queens NY where she spent 
her childhood. She attended the High 
School of Performing Arts in NYC for two 
years and later graduated from PS 125 in 
Queens. 

She served in the United States Air Force 
as a personnel specialist from 1953-1955 at 
Lackland Air Force base in San Antonio, 
TX. During that time, she was with the 
WAF (Woman in the Air Force) where she 
performed as a singer and actress in the All 
WAF shows. Later in her service, she re-
ceived the National Defense Service medal. 

After her time in the Air Force, she 
worked several jobs from telephone opera-
tor to cigarette girl at the Copacabana, in its 
heyday. In 1965, she married John Brennan 
(Div. 1993) and settled in Jefferson Valley, 
in 1970, where she lived for 49 years. Dur-
ing that time, she worked for the United 
States Postal Service in Jefferson Valley as a 
senior clerk for more than 20 years. 

She is survived by her children Liane 
Buttiglire of Jefferson Valley, Lauren Stell-
wagen (Michael Stellwagen) of Somers, 
and John Glenn Brennan of Bedford Hills, 
her grandchildren, Michael, Christopher 
and Caitlyn Stellwagen, her sister Coralin 
Parker of NJ, and her brother John Andres 
Bal of Manhattan. She will also be lovingly 
remembered by her nieces and nephews 
who adored their Aunt Lia. 

She will be remembered as a passionate 
writer of children’s books, plays and po-
ems. Given her extensive vocabulary, she 
was a fierce Scrabble player. Many times, 

the children were banned from entering 
the kitchen when she and her best friend 
Cathy were having an intense game that 
lasted for hours. Always exploring her 
crafty side, she had enjoyed photography, 
sewing, and crocheting. Lia’s favorite pas-
times were bingo and musical theatre, es-
pecially if her granddaughter was in a per-
formance. She will be sorely missed by her 
grandchildren who affectionately called 
her “Meema.”

Gregory C. Jackson, Jr. 

July 18, 1997 - February 1, 2019 
Gregory C. Jackson, Jr. a lifelong resident 

of Ossining Passed away on Friday Febru-
ary 1, 2019. 

Gregory was born in Sleepy Hollow on 
July 18, 1997 and was the son Gregory and 
Lisa (Martinez) Jackson, Sr. 

Gregory was a graduate of Ossining 
High School, class of 2016. He played foot-
ball, basketball, wrestling and lacrosse. His 
favorite activity though, was skateboard-
ing. Gregory was instrumental in bringing 
to Ossining the Snowden Avenue Skate-
boarding Park. It was around 2008, when 
Gregory, addressed the Village of Ossining 
Board of Trustees at a public session and 
played a pivotal role in the creation of the 
park. 

Gregory is survived by his parents Lisa 
and Gregory Sr.; his sister Paris D. Martin-
ez and Sharain T. Gray; his grandparents 
William and Regina Jackson and Manuel 
“Pop” Martinez; his aunts and uncles Wil-
liam Jackson, Jr., Crystal Chandler, Tony 
Martinez, Manny Martinez, Marguerite 
Horton and Bridget Murphy; his niece An-
nalise Hinson; nephews Aki Williams, Jar-
ret Leonard, and William Green.

Antonia Reyes

Antonia Reyes, a resident of Ossining, 
died February 4 at Westchester Medical 
Center after a brief illness. She was 79.

She was born in El Salvador on August 
21, 1939 to Pedro and Florencia (Martinez) 
Cortez.  She was a former secretary in her 
native El Salvador and upon arriving in the 
United States, she devoted her life to taking 

care of her family. She was a communicant 
of St. Augustine’s Church. 

Mrs. Reyes is survived by her husband 
of 44 years, Mario; her three children; and 
four granddaughters.

Carmen Garcia
 
Carmen Garcia, a resident of Ossining, 

died peacefully February 6. She was 60.
She was born in Maunabo, Puerto Rico 

on September 14, 1958 to William and 
Bonifacia (Perez) Morales. 

She volunteered at many agencies and 
organizations in Ossining which included 
St. Ann’s Parish Bingo and the Festival, lo-
cal Soup Kitchens and Food Pantries and 
nursing homes. She was a Certified Nurse’s 
Aide at St. Mary’s Rehabilitation for over 
20 years. “She was a very generous, loving, 
caring, giving woman to all she met.” 

Mrs. Garcia is survived by her husband 
Jose Valdes; her four children, Cynthia Riv-
era, Daniel (Desire) Rivera, Raymond Gar-
cia and Anthony Rodriguez; seven grand-
children: Terencia, Tywan, Iris, Tatiana, 
Raymond, Adryan and Jayden; seven sib-
lings, Rosa, Jose, Wanda, Maria, Victor, 
Maribell and Milagros; and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Kenneth Onley, Sr.

Kenneth Onley, Sr., a resident of Mt. 
Vernon, N.Y. and most recently of Ossin-
ing, died on February 6. He was He was 88.

He was born on July 6, 1930 to James 
Glover and Mary Frances Onley in Val-
halla. He proudly served in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean Conflict. He was a re-
tired foreman with County Asphault in 
Tarrytown. He had a love and passion for 
his work on the USS Intrepid for 20 years. 

He is survived by his wife, Hilda Onley 
of Stuart, FL and by his loving children, 
Kenny Onley of Ossining, and Camille 
Yannantuono of Ventura, CA. also sur-
vived by his five cherished grandchildren, 
Camille Yannantuono-Sorpresi, Tiffany 
Goodrow, Robby Onley, Stephanie Onley, 
and Socorro Lopez and one great- grand-
son, Sebastiano Sorpresi . She was prede-
ceased by his brother, Donald

Obituaries

 Police Blotter
State Police

The Troop F Child Abuse Unit in Or-
ange County announced the arrest of Edu-
ardo Talentino (aka Elder Talentino), 53, of 
Monroe, NY and Margaret Patterson (aka 
Charlene Patterson), 79, of Lake Peekskill. 
Both subjects were charged with commit-
ting the Educational Law Felony, of Unau-
thorized Practice of a Profession. A joint 
Investigation with Orange County Child 
Protective Services and Orange County 
Fraud revealed that Patterson, a licensed 
MSW (Master of Social Work), was aid-
ing and abetting Talentino, who was pur-
porting to be both a psychologist and/or 
psychiatrist with a PHD but was treating 
clients without a license. The investiga-
tion also revealed that Talentino was also 
purporting to be an FBI agent. Patterson 
and Talentino worked in offices located at 
124 Main St. in the Village of Chester and 
The Center for ADHD at 32 South St. in 
the Village of Washingtonville. Additional 
Charges are pending. Anyone who has in-
formation regarding Talentino and Patter-

son are asked to contact the Orange Coun-
ty Child Abuse Unit at 845-291-2810. All 
calls will be kept confidential.

February 2 - State Police arrested 
Latascha N. Kelly, 47, of Cortlandt, for 
Falsely Reporting an Incident in the 3rd 
degree, a class A misdemeanor. On Febru-
ary 1, at approximately 11:13 p.m., troop-
ers responded to Lexington Avenue in the 
Town of Cortlandt for a domestic dispute 
in which the caller was reporting the sus-
pect was holding her hostage and actively 
shooting at her. Investigation by the State 
Police, Westchester Police Department, 
and Yorktown Police Department includ-
ing K9 units, who all responded to the 
emergency call, found no evidence of any 
shots fired in the area. The caller, later iden-
tified as Kelly, had left the scene, and told 
investigators when contacted by telephone 
that she no longer wanted assistance. Fur-
ther investigation found Kelly engaged in a 
domestic dispute, and then falsely reported 
the incident to Westchester County 911 in 
an attempt to incriminate the victim.

By Rick Pezzullo
A Croton-on-Hudson man pled guilty 

Monday to charges of child pornography 
and possessing a firearm.

Westchester County Court Judge Susan 
Cacace accepted the plea of Christopher 
Alessandro, 26, to charges of attempted 
disseminating indecent material to minors 
in the first degree, a Class E felony, and at-
tempted criminal possession of a firearm, a 
Class A misdemeanor.

According to Westchester County Dis-
trict Attorney Anthony Scarpino, Jr., on 
May 7, 2018, the New York State Police, in 

conjunction with the Virginia State Police, 
and the Westchester County District At-
torney’s Office High Technology Crime 
Bureau, arrested Alessandro in Croton. 

In April 2018, the Virginia State Police 
Internet Crimes Against Children Unit 
contacted the New York State Police Cort-
landt barracks regarding an unknown male 
in New York sending indecent material to 
a special agent posing as a 14-year-old girl. 
After an approximately monthlong inves-
tigation, investigators in Cortlandt and the 
Troop K Computer Crimes Unit identified 

Man Pleads Guilty to Child Porn, Weapons 

Continued on page 10
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Letters to the Editor

State Needs a New Direction Morally and Spiritually
To the Editor,

I was very pleased and honored to 
be a witness to the many citizens of 
Yorktown who participated in the Town 
Board meeting of Tuesday, February 
5, 2019. Several speakers and a packed 
meeting room voiced their dismay and 
serious objection to the passage of the 
Reproductive Health Act by our New 
York State Legislature. Constituents 
of our Town as well as New York State, 
described the passing of R.H.A. in 2019 
a tragedy; as it embraces the proposition 
that some living human beings do not 
deserve the protection of our laws, 
inapposite of our tradition to respect 
human life. 

Now, by the Governor and Legislature’s 
celebrated action, other rights guaranteed 
in our Constitution have no meaning. 
Abortion access does nothing to advance 
the rights of women; rather, it invites 
both women and men to view unborn 
children—their own unborn children—
as disposable objects-systematically 

eliminating any legal recognition, no 
matter how meager, that an unborn 
child could be worthy of protection or 
concern.  As proud Catholic; a long 
time parishioner of St Patricks’ Church; 
a member of the churches several 
ministries and co-coordinator of its 
Respect Life Ministry and thirty-five year 
citizen of Yorktown with four daughters,  
I was heartened by our citizens, our 
mothers, fathers, women and men, all 
voicing a strong  reminder to our Town 
Board that the desire to live freely is an 
expression of personal dignity, as we are 
created in the image and likeness of an 
Almighty God, made for a relationship 
with Him. Human freedom is the power 
to become who we, as spiritual and 
bodily beings, created to be from the 
moment of conception to natural death. 
We are in mourning-our state needs a 
course correction—not just legislatively, 
but also morally and spiritually.

On Tuesday night’s Town Board 
agenda, we heard the voices of our 

Board exclaim the good works of our 
first Responders and Police Department, 
properly applauding their good works 
upholding the respect for the life of 
all our citizens. We heard of the strong 
appreciation for our Superintendent of 
Highways protecting the lives of citizens 
keeping our roadways safe and clear for 
travel, respecting the lives of all ages. 
We heard the Board applaud the good 
works of the Alliance of Safe Kids in 
their mission to save and protect the lives 
of our youth in our Town, respecting 
their dignity and life. We heard the 
voices of those who support affordable 
housing -respecting the diversity of 
life within our borders and the needs 
of many economically challenged to 
have affordable shelter. We also heard 
resoundingly from the many who spoke 
eloquently and forcefully that the RHA 
is not a Reproductive Health Act, but a 
Reprehensible, Harmful and an Abusive 
piece of legislation on the dignity of life.

Many asked for and pleaded with 

our Town Board’s members to craft a 
resolution to be sent to Albany that its 
citizens and those entrusted for their care 
do indeed respect life. A life that is worth 
living from conception to natural death; 
and the actions in the passing of RHA 
by our elected official are wrong; deadly 
wrong.  It is an essential part of the very 
core of all people of good conscience 
to support the lives of all, especially 
the voiceless, the most vulnerable and 
marginalized, most importantly our 
unborn children. Remember our first 
responders, officials and police; our 
community leaders concerned with the 
lives of youth; the citizens supporting 
our economically challenged who 
deserve shelter; all in all respecting and 
protecting life. To our Town Board: Craft 
the resolution to protect life. Honor those 
who do it every day, by signing it and 
sending it to Albany. Let’s not bequeath 
to our children a culture of death.

Peace,   
John STEdman

Former Supervisor Should Read the Bill of Rights
To the Editor,

In his vicious attack on Governor 
Cuomo’s religious faith, Michael Grace 
yet again shows why the people of 
Yorktown so resoundingly turned him 
out of office. There are momentous 

issues facing us as a community, locally 
and nationally, involving deeply held 
beliefs. However, we need to recognize 
that all of us are joining this debate in 
good faith, as equal citizens, worthy of 
a fundamental respect. The message of 

recent elections couldn’t be clearer: we 
are tired of these politicians who seek to 
exploit our differences and use honest 
and heartfelt differences to divide us 
and turn neighbor against neighbor. 
Mr. Grace, go back and read the Bill of 

Rights: it’s not too late for you to learn 
how to contribute to a debate, rather 
than sow discord.

Jim mcKEan
Yorktown

Grace Manipulates History to Advance a Personal Agenda
To the Editor,

Tuesday’s Town Board Meeting in 
Yorktown Heights featured former 
Supervisor Michael Grace weighing in on 
New York’s Reproductive Health Act with 
his warped, inaccurate, inflammatory 
and self-serving version of the RHA, 
which in truth, merely codifies existing 
law that is constitutionally based.  

Michael Grace told his audience:
“The Nazis did not come to power 

via a violent coup detat but through a 
progressive campaign of propaganda 
slowly enveloping an uninformed, 
disinterested and unbelieving 
population.. . . .  .Be forewarned it may 
come much more subtly. . . . Perhaps 
in the form of a democratically elected 

governor . . . signing a bill allowing for 
infanticide that only by the contrivances 
of Joseph Goebbels could be called the 
Reproductive Health Act.”

I believe our community recognizes 
his manipulation of history to advance 
a personal agenda. The path to the 
Holocaust has an ancient history. 
A historical review reminds us that 
Christian anti-Semitism has not been 
subtle, rather it has been a tradition 
of centuries.  Historian Raoul Hilberg 
summed up the pattern :

12th century Crusades-  “You have no 
right to live amongst us Jews”.

L6th century ghettos – “You have no 
right to live among us.”

20th century Nazis –  “You have no 
right to live.” 

Hilberg, Raul. The Destruction of the 
European Jews

In an effort to legislate morality, it 
is critical for citizens in a pluralistic 
democracy to be scrupulously faithful 
to historical fact.  The Holocaust was a 
unique genocide and as such may be 
analogous to other genocides, but it can 
not be trivialized by distorting history to 
serve one’s political agenda.  Incumbent 
on all of us is the duty to honor lives 
taken by Nazis:  Jews, Christians, Roma 
Sinti, and all others incinerated or 
murdered by Nazis.  As a holy endeavor 
we must carefully adhere to historical 
truths of the Holocaust.  Otherwise, we 
dishonor the dead and pervert the truth 
of our human history.

GracE caporino
consultant to The United States  

holocaust memoria museum,
professor of Literature of the 

holocaust (retired)
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Letters to the Editor

No One is Pro-Abortion
To the Editor,

I am writing in response to Michael 
Grace’s letter in The Examiner and 
comments at the recent Yorktown Town 
Board meeting regarding the passage of the 
Reproductive Health Act (RHA) in Albany. 

Granted, abortion is a highly 
emotionally charged issue with which we 
have struggled for years. However, Mr. 
Grace’s comparison of abortion to the 
Nazi’s extermination of Jews is extreme 
hyperbole. He makes it sound like New 

York State is requiring women to have 
abortions or is actively encouraging 
abortion. No, New York has merely 
taken steps via the RHA to make sure 
that abortion is a safe and legal option 
for those who choose it. 

There have been unwanted 
pregnancies since the dawn of 
humankind. And women in desperate 
situations have found ways to terminate 
those pregnancies, often losing their own 
lives in the process. The average women’s 

child bearing years span 30+ years of her 
life. That is a long time to never make a 
mistake, forget to take a pill, always have 
enough money to purchase birth control, 
or avoid being raped. 

No one is pro-abortion. No one 
encourages abortion. And no one should 
presume to know the circumstances or 
make the most personal and wrenching of 
decisions for a woman who is struggling 
with an unintended or unviable pregnancy- 
not the government nor the church. 

Mr. Grace needn’t worry that our 
society is marching toward another 
holocaust fueled by government-issued 
propaganda devaluing human life. The 
U.S. abortion rate is actually at an all-
time low. For Mr. Grace and others who 
would like to put an end to abortion, 
there is a pretty simple solution: fight 
for comprehensive sex education and 
affordable, accessible contraception. 

cELESTE ThEiS
croton-on-hudson

Simplifying Proposed Affordable Housing Law in Yorktown 
To the Editor,

With an affordable housing set aside 
law under consideration in the Town of 
Yorktown, I am expecting misinformation 
to abound.  It’s really simple: do we want 
to be inclusive or exclusive.  The proposed 
law, which only applies to developments of 
over 10 units, calls for 10% of units in new 
developments to be affordable.  To qualify, 
a single person would have to make under 
approximately $50,000 per year for a rental 
unit and under approximately $66,000 
per year to purchase a unit.  For a four-
person household, the maximum income 
for eligibility would be approximately 
$71,0000 per year for a rental unit and 
$94,000 per year for homeownership.  
A deed restriction will keep the units 
affordable.  Much of the discussion thus far 
has been about impact on taxes and about 
where the people would come from who 
might get the units under a lottery system.  

Let’s start with taxes.  For baby boomers 
like me, who were born in the decade 
after World War II, the housing market 

was creating lots of small “starter” homes 
for families.  When I moved to Yorktown 
in the late 1980s, the market was creating 
“McMansions.”  If there was regional 
demand for housing for the upper middle 
class, driven by our proximity to NYC, and 
there was more profit to be made building a 
large house, why would a developer build a 
small starter home that he would make less 
profit on?  This trend took place despite the 
fact that there was a diminishing supply of 
smaller homes, and high demand for them 
which was driving up the prices.  

It doesn’t take a brain surgeon to know 
that smaller homes have a lower assessment 
and pay lower taxes.  Back in the 1950s, did 
anyone call for only building large houses, 
so that each one would pay higher taxes 
than most of the existing Yorktown homes?  
Or rail against starter homes, because of 
who might live in them?

With a limited supply of remaining 
buildable land, and continued high 
demand, the housing market is out of 
whack, leaving many commuting long 

distances (great for the environment, eh?) 
from their jobs to find housing they can 
afford.  The pinch is most strongly felt on 
senior citizens on fixed incomes, perhaps 
looking to downsize, as well as on our kids 
just starting out on their own.  

That brings us to “who” affordable 
housing might be for.  Take any room full 
of current Yorktowners, including long-
time residents, and ask them where they 
are from.  In the answers you will hear 
some “natives,” but mostly you will hear the 
Bronx, Manhattan, Yonkers, etc.  Why isn’t 
there a call to incorporate in Yorktown’s 
zoning code a requirement that we 
restrict, or give preference to, only current 
Yorktown residents for sale or rental of 
existing or new housing?  

Given that affordable housing is a 
relatively scarce commodity, I understand 
the desire to give preference to those 
already in our community.  However, just 
as fair housing laws prohibit realtors from 
“steering” people toward or away from 
certain communities in a discriminatory 

manner, it’s easy for a municipality to run 
afoul of those laws and be sued if it develops 
policies that in practice may exclude some 
people.  

So, in summary, yes - smaller homes 
with deed restrictions that limit price 
will pay lower taxes than larger homes 
with no restrictions.  But remember, the 
proposed set aside law only applies to 
new developments, which are adding to 
our tax base.  We are not adding a second 
police station, or a second town hall, when 
a new development is built, so the town 
is receiving additional tax revenue, while 
much of the fixed costs in the town budget 
are not impacted.  That’s a net benefit to 
current taxpayers in Yorktown, even if 10% 
of the new development is affordable.  

And who are “those people” we are so 
afraid of who might be selected by a fair 
and open lottery system?  If we look in the 
mirror as a community, they are us.  

KEnnETh BELFEr
chair of the Yorktown community 

housing Board

Time for Lowey, Congress to Support Green New Deal
By Zachary Fisch

I write to express my continued 
disappointment at Rep. Nita Lowey for 
her failure to take the bold and urgent 
steps needed to combat the growing 
threat of climate change to our region. 

Lowey failed to support the call for 
a Green New Deal subcommittee that 
would have had actual power to draft 
legislation to address climate change. 
She only signed on to a non-binding 
resolution indicating general support for 
the Green New Deal after activists spent 
months flooding her office with calls 
and visits, and the day after this paper 
published a previous version of this 
commentary online where I called on 
her to support the resolution, which she 
originally declined to cosponsor. This is 

not leadership, and it is not enough. 
Climate change is an existential threat 

to our civilization right now. Disasters 
like Superstorm Sandy, which affected 
thousands of families in Westchester 
including my own, will become 
common. The Lower Hudson Valley is 
50 percent more likely to have a 100-
year flood in the 2020s, and up to 190 
percent more likely to have one in the 
2050s. Large parts of our infrastructure, 
including Amtrak and Metro-North, will 
be underwater within our lifetimes. 

We don’t have much time to stave off 
catastrophe. A recent U.N. report found 
that we need to reduce emissions by 
45 percent in the next 12 years to keep 
the rise in global temperatures to a 
manageable level.

A Green New Deal would do just 
that. It would put people to work to 
decarbonize our economy and protect 
our homes and infrastructure. Not only 
could it literally save the planet, it would 
make our communities more livable and 
help us prepare to rescue the economy 
during the next recession. All the 
while, it would help lessen our county’s 
staggering income inequality, among the 
worst in the nation. 

We need policies that match the 
scale of this impending crisis. A select 
committee on a Green New Deal would 
not have enacted those policies; it simply 
would have studied the problem and 
recommended legislation for Congress 
to pass in 2020. It was a reasonable 
approach backed by people across the 

political spectrum: 81 percent of voters 
approved of the committee, including 64 
percent of Republicans. But Lowey let it 
die. 

Rather than backing a select committee 
on a Green New Deal like over 40 other 
members of Congress, Lowey did what 
she has done for most of her 30-year 
tenure in Congress: resist bold action. 
She instead backed a watered-down 
climate change committee whose chair, 
Kathy Castor, signaled a willingness to 
kowtow to fossil fuel companies and 
other polluters that have an interest in 
kneecapping our ability to avert climate 
catastrophe. That committee is unlikely 
to produce legislation that will stop our 

Continued on page 23
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By David Propper
Already boasting some of the strictest 

gun laws in the nation, the New York 
State Legislature passed a series of bills 
that made gun laws even tougher, but left 
a sharp divide among political parties.

With a Democratic majority in the 
state senate and assembly leading the way, 
new gun control legislation passed easily 
last week as Albany continues to move 
forward with a progressive 
agenda promised by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo during his 
State of State address last 
month.

The legislation included 
the “red flag” bill that allows 
law enforcement, school 
staff and family members to 
request a judge stop a person 
they believe is a threat to 
themselves or others from 
temporarily owning or buying 
a gun until a hearing is held. 
Other measures banned teachers from 
carrying a firearm on school grounds, 
extended the waiting period for someone 
to purchase a gun if they don’t pass an 
instant background check and banned 
bump stocks being sold or manufactured, 
which can increase the rate of fire in a 
semi-automatic weapon.

“We take a big step forward today,” 
Cuomo said during a gun safety forum 
last week. “No one wants to take guns 
from legal gun owners who are mentally 
healthy. We don’t want people who are 
mentally ill or are past felons to have 
gun. That’s all this is.”

This is the second time during Cuomo’s 
tenure in office that sweeping reforms 
aimed at gun control have been passed. 
The first time was in 2013–the SAFE 
Act–in the aftermath of the Sandy Hook 
school shooting that killed 27 people.

Putnam state representatives 
were split over the new set of bills. 
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef and Sen. 
Peter Harckham, Democrats, voted in 
favor of the complete package of bills 
while Assemblyman Kevin Byrne and 

Sen. Sue Serino, Republicans, did not.
The most controversial piece of the 

package was the “red flag” bill.
Serino, who lost a brother to suicide, 

said while she understands the intent 
behind the “red flag” law, the bill is too 
broad and fails to get to the heart of the 
issue when it comes to mental health and 
gun violence. She added the Democratic 
majority played politics and rushed the 

legislation through without 
getting input from appropriate 
stakeholders.

“I could not in good 
conscious support legislation 
that allows ordinary citizens, 
with no mental health 
training or background, to 
single out others as harmful 
while then failing to provide 
any mental health services, 
support, or legal assistance to 
the accused,” Serino said in a 
statement. “That’s a recipe for 

disaster.”
She pushed for legislation that would’ve 

put more mental health professionals in 
schools, but it was rejected by leadership 
within the state legislature.

Byrne voted against the “red flag” law 
because of numerous flaws, including 
opportunities for exploitation and abuse, 
lack of timely due process and that it 
provides no additional attention, services, 
or supervision for those individuals 
flagged for mental health help. Once a 
person is flagged as a possible danger, no 
action is required after confiscation until 
a hearing is held to determine whether 
or not that person should have their gun 
back, Byrne said.

“If these people are such a danger, we 
should not be leaving them in society 
where they may have access to alternative 
methods to harm themselves or others; 
they should receive an immediate mental 
health evaluation and the state should 
be providing assistance and support,” 
Byrne said in a statement. “Without 
this added attention, there is a very 
legitimate concern that this law could 

unintentionally escalate a situation and 
further endanger public safety.”

Byrne did vote to ban bump stocks, a 
piece of legislation he has consistently 
supported. Byrne said he has also 
advocated for more mental health 
services and measures to better protect 
schools, but assembly leadership has not 
put the legislation forward.

Supporting the set of gun laws, Sen. 
Peter Harckham said the “red flag” 
bill was a “common sense gun safety” 
measure. He added that there needs to be 
a “high level of proof ” that could result 
in a firearm being taken away

County Legislator Nancy Montgomery, 
a Democrat, said she was heartened that 
state lawmakers have responded to the 
pleas from responsible gun owners and 
gun safety advocates. Families, mental 
health providers, medical professionals 
and law enforcement have the tools they 
need to identify people that might hurt 
themselves or others, she said.

“That will enable us all to proactively 
assist those who need intervention, and 
keep our communities safe. At the same 
time, we have protected the Second 
Amendment rights of law abiding gun 
owners,” Montgomery, a Philipstown 
resident, said in an email. “I hope that 
New York State’s achievement will be a 
model for similar legislation across the 
country.”

Patterson resident Andrew Falk, a 
former state assembly candidate and 
current Working Families Party state 
committee member, said not taking 
action to curtail gun violence would be 
“immoral.”

“We need to stop sacrificing our 
children on the alter of the Second 
Amendment,” Falk said in an email. 
“To have a mechanism for reporting a 
person for additional scrutiny before a 
tragedy occurs is a safeguard that should 
be welcomed by everyone and one of 
the reasons many of us have worked so 
hard to make a Democratic State Senate 
a reality.”

But Putnam GOP committee chairman 

Tony Scannapieco said now “some jerk 
in the street” can call authorities and 
assert a person shouldn’t have a firearm 
because he is mentally unwell. He called 
the legislation “insane.”

“Every time there’s a mass shooting, 
they’re always complaining we need to 
talk about reforms,” Scannapieco said. 
“When a guy takes a truck and drives 
down a park in Manhattan and kills a 
bunch of people, they don’t say anything 
about trucks.”

The Putnam County Firearm Owners 
Association (PCFOA) slammed the new 
set of gun laws rolled out and accused 
Cuomo of pandering for political 
reasons all while depriving residents in 
the state from their right to bear arms. 
The PCFOA said the state assembly 
and senate attacked several different 
amendments in the Constitution and the 
new legislation “has no basis in law and 
no basis in fact.”

“And such actions have been 
undertaken with the primary goal 
of promoting an anti-American 
political agenda,” the PCFOA stated. 
“The members of PCFOA oppose 
the enactment of any legislation that 
infringes upon any Rights especially the 
Right of the People to keep and bear arms 
and considers such laws to be politically 
motivated, unconstitutional and beyond 
lawful Legislative Authority.”

Peter Harckham

10         

State Legislature Pushes Through More Gun Laws

Alessandro.
Alessandro was arrested and charged in 

May 2018 on the indecent material charge 
and in June on the gun charge. He was fired 
two days after his May 7 arrest from his job 
as a court officer trainee in the City of New 
Rochelle. He is scheduled to be sentenced 
on March 26.

Man Pleads Guilty 
to Child Porn, 
Weapons Charges
Continued from page 7



February 12 - February 18,  2019www.TheExaminerNews.com 11

You don’t have to 
fight this alone . . . 
Being treated for cancer close 
to home means your friends 
and family will be there when 
you need them the most.

At Northwell Health Cancer 
Institute at Phelps, specialists 
work side-by-side to bring you 
comprehensive care.

Powerful Innovation, Compassionate Care

https://phelpshospital.org/cancer-care
914-240-2508

By Neal Rentz
Peekskill resident Joan King said 

recently there were two reasons she 
named her Peekskill business Little Kings 
and Queens Daycare in Peekskill: King is 
her last name and she added queens to 
the name of the business because she 
wanted another name to compliment 
kings.

The business, which has four locations 
in Peekskill, describes itself as being 
places “where little hands do big things.”  

“The business is just growing,” King 
said. “It started as a home day care. We’ve 
been in Peekskill for 25 years.”

King recalled that she began her 
business following the death of her 
mother Carolyn Cheeks, who had been 
providing care for her then three-year-
old daughter.

The 50 Dayton Lane location is 
decorated with a festive Valentine’s Day 
look. “I wanted to give it a homelike 
feeling because I’ve been into family 
daycare for 25 years,” King said. “Family 
daycare is really like a home-based 
daycare. So, when you walk into the 
building, I wanted to give that same 
effect, the home feeling. I wanted the 
kids to feel like they’re at home where 

they can enjoy themselves. Without 
decorating and doing what I was doing I 
felt like when I walked in here it felt like 
a prison or a school.” 

Little Kings and Queens offers a variety 
of programs, including pre-kindergarten, 

before and after-school programs, as well 
as all-day programs, King said. Services 
are provided to children from six weeks 
to 12-years-old.

Educational and recreational programs 
are available, King said, noting children 

learn through play and repetition. 
The pre-K program is intended for 

four-year-olds to prepare them for 
kindergarten in the Peekskill School 
District, King said. 

The daycare centers provide pick up 
and drop off services for the youths they 
serve in the afterschool programs, King 
said. “After school we just make sure that 
when the kids come in, they get snacks. 
They do homework and then they get to 
free play with their friends,” she said. 

Some of the recreational activities are 
offered in the “fun palace,” which is a 
room where youth get to play in various 
“career houses,” such as a post office, 
construction company and grocery 
store, King said. The even get to dress the 
part of the various play businesses in the 
fun palace.

King said she enjoys working with 
youths. “I love the daycare business. I’m 
also in the foster care business,” King 
said, “I love to take care of kids.” 

 For more information about Little Kings 
and Queens Daycare, visit http://www.
littlekingsnqueensdaycare.com or send 
an e-mail to littlekingsnqueensdaycare@
gmail.com. The business also has a 
Facebook page. 

Little Kings and Queens daycare
peekskill

Business

of the Week

NeAL ReNtz PHoto
Little Kings and Queens Daycare has been in Peekskill for 25 years. 
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Find a stunning selection of jewelry, 
trendy gifts for girls of all ages, beautiful 

scarves, bags and home accessories, as well 
as adorable baby items and so much more. 

1811 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights NY • 914-962-9474

In the Heart of Yorktown
Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5:30 • Thurs Eves til 7

Find us on instagram @ wishesboutiqueyorktown

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day

845.628.2233
Visit us at www.cafepiccolobakery.com

2 Mahopac Plaza, (next to Carvel) - Route 6N, Mahopac

2 Clark Place, 
Mahopac 

845-628-0300

Don’t Be a Heart-breaker...
We Have the Perfect Gift 

For Your Sweetheart!
$4 OFF

$20 Purchase
With this coupon. Not valid with cards

and sale items. exp. 3/1/19and sale items. exp. 3/1/19

50% OFF
Every Card,
Bag & BOW
EVERYDAY!

and sale items. exp. 3/1/19

Our Shelves Are Bursting With New Items For Every Occasion!

For Your Sweetheart!

With this coupon. Not valid with cards

• Chocolates  • Jewelry • Stuffed Bears

Putnam County’s 
Largest Card & 

Gi	  Shop!

Mon. - Sat  
10am- 6pm10am- 6pm

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day

1736 Front Street Yorktown Hts.
914-743-1314

Sponsors always needed

Come Celebrate our 
7th Anniversary!

Yorktown’s Hidden Treasure 

& Donation Center

Join us on Thursday, 

February 14th for 

Coffee & 
Refreshments

7th Anniversary!
Yorktown’s Hidden Treasure 7th Anniversary!
Yorktown’s Hidden Treasure 7th Anniversary!

Thursday, 

TRY FOR 
FREE!

Present this ad 
at our front desk. 

Applies to 
Pickleball o� ered 

on Monday and 
Wednesdays only. 
Expires 2/28/19
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DAYS 
AND 

TIMES!

Call 914.962.4094
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10am- 6pm

“Owl always love you”

Happy 
Valentine’s Day 
from Examiner 

Media

America is a land of dreams
But we often divide into teams

The next time you feel like giving a shove
Remember, all you need is love!

Hugs & Kisses to all my friends and viewers!
Look for my upcoming shows on Cablevision 

public access or you can view past shows 
any time by typing in “George Ondek” 

and the name of the guest.
This week’s ad sponsored by 

Nonna’s Pizzeria, 
Beach Shopping Center, Peekskill
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From 
George “Cupid” Ondek!

CALL: 914-962-4699
Email: alarminfo@marshallalarm.com

For more information visit our website
www.marshallarlarm.com

Residential: Security/Fire/Video • Burglary Detection
Fire Protection • Remote Services • Video Surveillance

Carbon Monoxide Detection
Low Temperature and Water Level Sensors

Medical/Assistance Alert • Open/Close Supervision
Wireless Monitoring

CONTACT US TO GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY.

(914) 962-4699
Email: alarminfo@marshallalarm.com

WE’VE MOVED!
1767 Front Street, 

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Email: 
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FREE QUOTE TODAY.
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Four Seasons Flowers
322 E. Main Street

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914.666.7240

Specializing in
Custom Designed 

Floral Arrangements
For Every Occasion

Show Your Love with Flowers!
We are a Full Service Florist
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Jothi Ramaswamy, 17, of Mohegan 
Lake, a senior at Lakeland High School, 
was named New York’s top high school 
youth volunteer of 2019 by The Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards, a na-
tionwide program honoring young peo-
ple for outstanding acts of volunteerism.  

As a State Honoree, Ramaswamy will 
receive $1,000, an engraved silver medal-
lion and an all-expense-paid trip in early 
May to Washington, D.C., where she will 
join the top two honorees from each of 
the other states and the District of Co-
lumbia for four days of national recogni-
tion events. During the trip, 10 students 
will be named America’s top youth vol-
unteers of 2019 The Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards, now in its 24th 
year, is conducted by Prudential Finan-
cial in partnership with the National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals 
(NASSP).  

These are New York’s top youth volun-
teers of 2019: High School State Hono-
ree: Jothi Ramaswamy Nominated by 
Lakeland High School, she has partnered 
with corporations and universities to 
conduct more than 45 technology work-
shops for girls in grades 3-12, while con-

necting them to female role models who 
have had successful careers in science, 
tech, engineering and math (STEM). 

“Thirty-three boys. Zero girls. My 
jaw dropped,” Ramaswamy said when 
her brother mentioned the gender ratio 
of his computer coding class. She knew 
firsthand how valuable those skills are, 
because her mother, an engineer, had 
been able to step back into her career 
and support the family after the death of 
Jothi’s father. “It fired up my determina-
tion to even the playing field,” she said. 

Her response was to start a nonprofit 

organization called “ThinkSTEAM,” with 
an “a” for to STEM subjects. “I realized 
that so many girls are incredibly artistic, 
and teaching them how to combine their 
own creativity with technology is the 
perfect way to encourage them to learn 
about STEM,” Ramaswamy explained.

After creating a website and assem-
bling a board of directors, she asked IBM 
to help her host a wearable technology 
workshop to show girls the intersection 
of technology and fashion. It that she col-
laborated with her school district to put 
on an all-day series of workshops for 75 

middle school girls. So far, Ramaswamy 
has engaged more than 1,000 girls with 
Google, Facebook and Amazon, as well 
as with Columbia and Stanford univer-
sities. She also has conducted an annual 
contest inviting girls in five countries 
to create videos that encourage girls to 
pursue STEAM subjects. ThinkSTEAM 
now has student ambassadors organ-
izing workshops for girls in eight states. 
She also has conducted an annual con-
test inviting girls in five countries to cre-
ate videos that encourage girls to pursue 
STEAM subjects. 

Lakeland High Senior Named Top Youth Volunteer
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Advanced cardiac care, in your own backyard. 

With specialized cardiologists and state-of-the-art technology, The Heart Center provides 

high quality services throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley, including at our convenient location 

in Carmel. To learn more about our cardiac expertise, visit healthquest.org/heartcenter or for 

an appointment, call 845.225.5301.

The Heart Center, a division of 
Hudson Valley Cardiovascular Practice, P.C. TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

T:7.25”

T:9”By Rick Pezzullo
Solaris Sports Club in Yorktown and 

its members, with an assist from The 
Harlem Wizards basketball team, recent-
ly joined forces for a good cause.

In a few short weeks, 100 beds for dogs 
and cats being housed at area animal 
shelters were purchased from donations 
from club members and proceeds raised 
from a clinic with the Wizards on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day.

“We all said we wanted to do some-
thing for the animals,” Jeannie Geyer, 
event coordinator at Solaris, explained 
about how the effort began. “We want to 
pick shelters that are in need of beds.”

Geyer said she and others traveled to 
pet stores from Mohegan Lake to Yonk-
ers to shop for the different types of beds 
and emphasized most stores offered gen-
erous discounts.

Each of the beds was wrapped in Val-
entine’s Day packaging and is expected to 
be delivered this week.

Anyone aware of a shelter in need of 
beds can contact Geyer at Solaris at (914) 
962-4094.

Solaris 
Spearheads 
Effort to 
Donate Beds to 
Animal Shelters
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For parents, the most heart-racing, 
adrenalin-pumping moments happen 
when you let go and watch your child try 
something on his or her own. 

The moment the training wheels come 
off, the first trip down the driveway on 
the skateboard, the time our children 

ride the school bus are more than just 
memories, these are critical moments 
that define growth and change. 

For many families, the first time they 
send their child to camp is one of the big-
gest let-go, hold-your-breath and watch-
them-soar moments in childhood.

In today’s world of high-tech kids and 
families who have a constant connection 
to each other, it’s essential to take the 
time to emotionally prepare for camp. 
It is, of course, important to prepare the 
first-time camper, but families need to 
make sure that Mom, Dad, younger sib-
lings at home – virtually everyone – is 
ready to adjust to camp life. 

The American Camp Association® 
(ACA) provides these tips to help ease 
first-time families into the camp experi-
ence.

• Parents. As parents, it is im-
portant to focus on the positive aspects 
of camp. Remember that separation is 
natural, necessary and inevitable. What 
better place to have that first experience 
than in a caring and nurturing environ-
ment designed specifically for children? 

Parents can also focus on the amazing 
benefits of camp – an experiential edu-
cation like no other – teaching valuable 
21st century survival skills like leader-
ship, teamwork, problem-solving and 
interpersonal communication.

• Siblings. Family therapist Bob 
Ditter, one of the nation’s leading experts 
on camp, cautions it is likely that the 
child left at home will experience separa-
tion anxiety and truly miss his or her sib-
ling. To help them prepare, be sure to talk 

about that. Before the eldest child leaves 
for camp, take a picture of your children 
together that the sibling can keep in their 
room or carry around. Remind your 
children about the communication they 
can have with each other through letters 
and postcards. 

• Other family members. Be sure 
that everyone is aware of the upcom-
ing experience. Family members should 
know how to contact the camper, if they 
are interested, through letters and care 
packages. Make sure to be aware of any 
communication policies the camp may 
have, such as no phone calls or restric-
tions on what can be sent in a care pack-
age. 

In addition, an increasing number of 
camps are using websites to display pho-
tos or video during the camp session. 
According to ACA’s 2011 Emerging Is-
sues Survey, 75 percent of responding 
camps indicate that they post photos or 
videos to a website for families to view. 
Forty-five percent indicate that they post 
information, photos and videos to social 
media outlets like Facebook. Families 
should be sure to ask camp directors 
about these options.  

Camp is an equal opportunity life-
changer. By sending a child to camp, 

Preparing Your Child – and Yourself – for Best Camp Experience

July 1- August 16 By the Week or Season

Extended Child Care Available

July 1-August 30 By the Week or Daily

Premier
Camp
Ages 5-12
9am-3pm

Ages 6-14 9am-3pm
Focus is on tennis strokes, footwork,
competitive games, and a swim break.

Tennis Camp

Jr. Ballerz Sports, 
soccer, basketball, 
kickball, free swim, 

swim lessons & other 
recreation activities!

Premier Athletic Club
2127 Albany Post Rd., Montrose, NY

Rt. 9A between Croton & Cortiandt Manor

914-739-7755

Call for details or go to www.Premierathletic.com

W
P-
00
00
25
01
09

 1949 E Main Street, Mohegan Lake, NY                     
The Tom Thumb Campus 

For information call: Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director  914-528-5600     (Cell #914-282-6602) 

  

preschool 

We Are A School! 

www.tomthumbpreschool.com 

 Before school care begins at 6:50 a.m.  
             (Cost: $10 per day per child) 
         
    After school care till 6 p.m. 
      (Cost till 4 p.m.- $11 per day per child,   
         5p.m-$18 per day, 6 p.m. -$24 per day) 

For ages 3.5 to completing 5th grade 

     Hours: 9 to 3 

Choose your own days. 

Summer Camp 

Before / After Camp     
    Care available 

1/2 Day or Full Day Programs         Before and After Care Available 

ThumBelina      
    A school for two’s 

for children who will be  

18 months old by Sept 1st 

Stay & Play Safely Club 

Tom Thumb now offers a modified Corporate Calendar  

OPEN HOUSE EVERY SUNDAY IN MARCH  11 A.M.— 1:30 P.M. 

Come and see our school, our camp facility and the Stay & Play Safely  Club. 

Accepting registrations now for all programs . 

Ages 3 and Up.  Younger 5’s 

2:15 or 3:15 Dismissal Programs 

Before and After Care Available 

NY State Certified Curriculum 

 NYS OCFS Daycare License 

Operating Hours 6:50 a.m. to 6 pm 

Tuition fees are online at 

and an Academic Calendar (Sept-June) 

NYS OCFS Daycare License 

Tuition fees are online at www.tomthumbpreschool.com 

The Power of Play 

NYS OCFS  approved facility. 
Westchester County Health Dept. Licensed Camp 

(July 1st — August 30th) 

Weekly Tuition Costs: per child 

    2 days per week $102  

    3 days per week $153  

    4 days per week  $204 

    5 days per week  $255 

10% discount for 2nd child. 

If a camper misses a day of camp they can make-up the day. 

For: Tom Thumb Preschool, ThumBelina, Stay & Play Safely Club and “Catch Us If You Can” 

Visitors always welcome on school days. 

Continued on page 19
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Advertorial

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT RETURNS TO THE COUNTY CENTER
Family. We are all part of a fam-

ily and all the ups and downs that 
come with it. The Royal Hanenford 
Circus Family has ups and downs 
that are much different from yours 
and mine. The Hanneford Family 
performs on the High Wire as Aeri-
alists, on Horseback, on the Tram-
poline, and as Acrobats and High 
Flyers!

Compare your daily grind of 9 – 
5 with weekends off to the Circus 
grind- 2 – 3 days on the road, a day 
or two of set up and rehearsal, 3 days 
of three Shows a day. Not only trave-
ling and performing but also setting 
up, breaking down, feeding and car-
ing for the animals etc. week after 
week, month after month for nine 
months of the year. 

Yes, we often feel that our life is a 
Circus, but for the Hannefords’, Life 
truly is a Circus and they wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

The Royal Hanneford family’s sole 
purpose is to entertain – something 
that the Hannefords’ have been do-
ing since 1690 in England.

And President’s Day Weekend, 
The Royal Hanneford Circus will 
bring their traditional 3 ring Circus 
to the Westchester County Center 
for 9 performances! Showtimes are 
10 – 2 – 6 each day!

Ticket cost $35 (premium Seats) 
and $27 (Reserved Seats) and are 
available at The Westchester County 

Center Box Office, also available at 
Ticketmaster/ticketmaster.com (ad-
ditional fees apply at Ticketmaster). 
Tickets for groups of 20 or more are 
$22 each for any 10AM or 6PM Per-
formance.

Producing this year’s Circus is 
Nellie Hanneford a 7th generation 
Hanneford.

Performing in this year’s Cir-
cus are 8th and  9th generation  
Hannefords- Nellie’s children and 
grandchild.

It’s a Family Show. So, bring  
your family and enjoy The Royal 
Hanneford Circus.

By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel  
While we enjoy a whole gamut of film 

topics, the most informative and inter-
esting seem to be either documentaries 
or biographical movies about famous 
people. Whether it is a political or histor-
ical figure, celebrities, inventors or great 
artists, these films often depict a side of 
the person that is little known besides 
their contributions that made them fa-
mous. Over the years we have seen many 
movies that centered on artists and their 
works. Many of these films are available 
at the library, on television cable services 
or the older ones are frequently shown 
on regular channels. In no particular 
order, here are some that our family has 
enjoyed over the years.

Maudie was made in 2016 and starred 
Sally Hawkins (star of The Shape of Wa-
ter) and Ethan Hawke. It was a co-pro-
duction of Ireland and Canada and is 
about the life of folk artist Maud Lewis, 
who painted in Nova Scotia. Maud 
struggles with arthritis, had a sorrowful 
childhood and lonesome life. After her 
parents die her older brother leaves his 
grown sister Maudie with an elderly aunt 
that is kind, yet treats her like a child. 
One day Maudie answers a help wanted 
notice hung in the local general store. 
She becomes a housekeeper for a some-
what demanding, mean fish monger, 

played by Ethan Hawke in his run down, 
dilapidated cottage.   Watching their tur-
bulent relationship evolve and Maudie 
gain fame through her art work is the ba-
sis for the plot of this moving true story.

Girl with the Pearl Earring is the story 
of the young woman that posed for Dutch 
Golden Age painter Johannes Vermeer’s 
famous oil painting of the same name. 
The painting is a side profile of a girl 
wearing a headscarf and pearl earring. 
The young peasant girl was working in 
Vermeer’s house as a maid and became 
his talented assistant and the model for 
one of his most famous works. The film 
starred the beautiful Scarlett Johansson, 
Colin Firth and Tom Wilkinson and was 
nominated for three Oscars.

Big Eyes is the name of the film about 
the artist that does the paintings where 
all the children have huge, almost car-
toonish eyes. Produced in 2014 the film 
is a drama about painter Margaret Keane 
and her phenomenal success back in the 
1950’s. The drama surrounding this film 
is about the legal problems she had in the 
1960’s when her deceitful and conniv-
ing second husband claimed he did the 
paintings and not his wife. She had let 
him control her finances, marketing and 
publicity and was unaware of what his 
intentions were regarding stealing her 

fame and fortune. This film stars Amy 
Adams, Christoph Waltz and Danny 
Huston.

Tim’s Vermeer is a film we saw at the 
2013 Hampton International Film Fes-
tival (HIFF) out on Long Island. It was 
nominated in 2014 for the BAFTA (Brit-
ish Academy of Film and Television Arts) 
award for best documentary. The film is 
about inventor Tim Jenison who seeks to 
understand the painting technique used 
by Dutch Master Johannes Vermeer and 
tries to copy one of his paintings, stroke 
by stroke, coming up with an absolutely 
amazing reproduction showing Jenison’s 
astounding talents. “For reasons he can-
not quite explain, Mr. Jenison hit upon 
a technological sleight of hand, using 
optical gadgetry that has been available 
for centuries, that he believed could have 
aided the work of the old master painters 
such as Vermeer, a 17th-century Dutch-
man with a startling talent for photore-
alistic work. Finding no literature that 
he felt proved or disproved his thesis, 
Mr. Jenison determined he had only one 
course of action and that was to use his 
discoveries to recreate a Vermeer work, 
despite his lack of painting experience.”

Written by Penn Jillette, Teller (Pen 
and Teller), directed by Teller the film 
stars Tim Jenison, Penn Jillette and Mar-

tin Mull. This was a fascinating docu-
mentary and one of the best films we saw 
that year at the festival.

Others
The list continues with films that fea-

ture great artists as the subject. Too many 
to describe here you might want to re-
search them on your own. Going back in 
time there is Lust for Life the 1956 film 
starring Kirk Douglas as the brilliant 
yet troubled artist Vincent van Gogh. It 
was directed by Vincente Minnelli and 
George Cukor. Anthony Quinn, James 
Donald and Pamela Brown also starred 
in the film. The film garnered three 
Academy Award nominations and a Best 
Actor in a Supporting Role Oscar for 
Anthony Quinn, who has a minor role as 
fellow artist Paul Gaugin. Following that 
release ten years later was The Agony and 
the Ecstasy the 1965 film starring, Charl-
ton Heston, Rex Harrison, Diane Cilento 
and Harry Andrews is about the life of 
Michelangelo as the Renaissance artist 
that painted the Sistine Chapel’s ceil-
ing. The film is based on the novel of the 
same name by Irving Stone and focuses 
on the contentious relationship between 
Michelangelo and Pope Julius II, played 
by Harrison.

Pollock tells the life story of American 

Biographical Films about Artists

Continued on page 19
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Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914★271★9119 
   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

DON’T BE THAT HOMEOWNER WHO 
WAITS UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO 

BUTTON UP YOUR HOME. 
WARM YOUR LOVED ONE’S 
HEART AND CALL MIRACLE 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

914
Due to the fi re we have temporarily relocated 

to 1392 Albany Post Road

 All proceeds help fund Support Connection’s free breast and ovarian cancer support services. 
Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profi t organization. supportconnection.org

Fantastic Finds
  An upscale resale shop 

Top-Quality Clothing & 
Accessories for Men and 
Women, at Great Prices!

New & gently 
used items 
in pristine 
condition.

Winter Sales Going On Now! 
Still a Large Selection to Choose From

 400 King Street, Chappaqua, NY 
In the Talbot’s shopping center

 914-238-9200
www.supportconnection.org/fantastic-fi nds

Store Hours:  
Monday - Saturday • 10 am - 4:30 pm

The front door can say a lot about a house, 
either reflecting the condition of the space 
within or contradicting it. 

A beautiful, sturdy door with qual-
ity hardware greets the visitor with a con-
fident hello; a weathered door, perhaps out 
of alignment with old or poorly 
functioning hardware, conveys 
something quite different about 
the house, something unappeal-
ing.

Just as a person can be judged 
within the first few seconds, a 
house is judged in great part 
by the condition, functionality 
and look of its front door. When 
showing properties to prospective 
buyers, I’m always surprised to 
find an older home that has been 
upgraded, but the owners haven’t 
paid proper attention to the front 
door, especially its hardware.

If the door needs painting or is 
warped and if the hardware is tar-
nished and in poor working order, a pall can 
be cast over the entire house. Perhaps some 
homeowners are unaware of a deteriorat-
ing front door. Many people enter a side 
entrance or into the mud room or kitchen. 
However, visitors normally come only to the 
front door.

While the functional purposes of a front 
door are to withstand the elements, help 

toward energy efficiency and provide pro-
tection, visitors view it as an aesthetic state-
ment, even a psychological one. If the door 
is attractive and in good shape, that percep-
tion extends to the entire household – and 
to its owner as well.  

Look at your front door and 
determine whether it needs 
simply sprucing up or a total 
replacement. Some door prob-
lems can be repaired and others 
cannot. If the door is improp-
erly hung, has trouble closing or 
latching, is slightly warped or is 
just sticking, these problems may 

be worth fixing. But if it has rot or 
is outrageously outdated in style, 
consider replacement options. 

Whether you use a contrac-
tor or a handyman, get different 
opinions about which kind of 
new door to choose. Some would 
suggest that the top-quality ma-
terial is still wood. Steel or alu-

minum may be recommended as the most 
sturdy and secure, but according to most re-
modeling contractors, the best choice today 
is the new high-quality fiberglass door. The 
insulation quality of the latter is better than 
that of a wooden door and it will not warp 
or crack.

The feature I like best about a good fib-
erglass door is that the manufacturers have 

managed to develop an incredibly realis-
tic grain that matches real wood. Also, the 
number of door styles are plentiful with 
beveled glass options available. Fiberglass 
can be stained or painted and fancy hard-
ware can be applied to them, just as you 
would a wood door.

Door hardware, which in aesthetic terms, 
can make a door “pop.” But if it’s worn, that 
pop can be a dull thud. 

The polished look is one factor, but a lock 
and handle’s functionality are the primary 
things to consider. 

Basically, locksets fall into two different 
categories, mortise or cylindrical. While I 
don’t fully understand the difference in me-
chanical workings, my trusted locksmith 
tells me that mortise locksets, which are 
installed into a rectangular dugout in the 
door, offer the ultimate in security, design 
and ruggedness.  

The choice of locksets and handles can be 
a daunting experience. When I went hunt-
ing for new hardware, I was overwhelmed 
by the selection. I took a picture of the set I 
thought the most attractive and showed it to 
my locksmith. I asked him to supply the best 
choice for my particular door. Better to leave 
such things to the experts, unless you’re a 
great do-it-yourselfer, which I am not.

Highly polished solid brass knobs, back-
plates, thumblatches are desirable but, fair 
warning, they can be quite expensive.

When it comes to selecting a color for 
the front door, it is a situation of relating to, 
or contrasting with, one of the other tones 
found in the house or the landscape that 
surrounds it. Many people today choose a 
deep green or red (which has many hues 
such as black cherry and adobe) to have 
their front doors stand out. There is a big-
ger trend now toward selecting yellow, 
which can be toned down with a covering 
glaze. 

One cardinal rule about color: a front 
door should never be stark white. The theo-
ry is that the door should relate to the land-
scape in some way and pure white is rarely 
found in nature. If your preference leans to-
ward white, it should have a hue of another 
color, such as pink or yellow. The large cas-
ing around the door should be a different 
color than the door itself. The casing should 
be treated like a trim, matching windows 
and other trim.  

For both curb appeal and resale value, 
spruce up the front door, and in a sense, you 
have a new home. 

Special Free Offer: Search the Multiple 
Listing Service like a professional realtor by 
signing up for a free account at www.The-
HomeGuru.Listingbook.com.

Bill Primavera is a Westchester/Putnam-
based realtor and marketing practitioner who 
can be reached for questions or comment at 
TheHomeGuru@aol.com or 914-522-2076.

The Front Door is Often the Key to a House 

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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Tuesday, Feb.  12
Free medicare counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are neces-
sary for the free service. Meet with a 
trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings 
Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center Helpline with your questions at 
914-231-3260 and a counselor will re-
turn your call within two business days. 
For a listing of all eight SBIC centers in 
Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

healthy happy hour: Healthy Happy 
Hours are held on Tuesday nights in Ma-
hopac and another location may be added. 
Take a 10-day vacation from processed 
foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, 
addictive junk foods making you feel sick 
and tired? Then reset your metabolism and 
break your addictions to unhealthy foods. 
For more information contact Diane at 
914-843-8745.

hygeia programs: Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community 
Acupuncture is being held from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The cost is $30. Come experi-
ence the beneficial effects of acupuncture 
in a group setting. Register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com. On the last Tuesday of the 
month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Dis-
order Support Group, led by a LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships 
with food. Info/register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com or www.hyinhealth.com.

wednesday, Feb. 13
new York-presbyterian Events: Sev-

eral programs have been scheduled for the 
coming days at New York-Presbyterian 
Hudson Valley Hospital, 1980 Crompond 

Rd., Cortlandt. Healthy Heart Fair will be 
held on Feb. 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Car-
ibbean Colombian Cuisine will be held on 
Feb. 13 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The cost is $15. 
To register call 914-734-3780 or e-mail 
hvh-teachingkitchen@nyp.org. A Bariatric 
Support Group will meet on Feb. 13 from 
6 to 7 p.m. To register call 914-734-3966. 
Heart-Healthy Italian Cuisine will be held 
on Feb. 15 from noon to 1:30 p.m. The 
cost is $15. Ro register call 914-734-3780 
or e-mail hvh-teachingkitchen@nyp.org. 
A  Breast Cancer Support Group will meet 
on Feb. 18 from 7 to 8 p.m. To register call 
914-962-6402.

Senior Benefits information: A Senior 
Benefits Information Center is available 
every Wednesday, except for Nov. 27, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Somers Library. If 
you can’t visit the library in person, you 
can leave a message on the SBIC helpline 
at 914-231-3260 or e-mail us at SBIC@
wlsmail.org with your name, number, a 
time to call between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
and whether your interest is in Medicare 
services or other benefits. A counselor will 
return your call within two business days.  
SBIC will not meet on days the Somers 
schools are closed due to snow. Collages 
and photographs by Jane Hogan are on dis-
play through Feb. 1 during library hours. 

Seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fitness 
classes are being offered to seniors who 
reside in Peekskill. The schedule is: Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut 
– 10 to 11 a.m.  Friday – Zumba Gold – 
11 a.m. to noon. Call 914-734-4250 Ext. 
1 for more information. Classes are con-
ducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs from 
the library.

Senior Exercise: Workout M-W from 
10-11 a.m. and Zumba Gold on Friday 11 
a.m. to noon. The programs are free to all 
seniors in Peekskill. Call Terri Dean to reg-
ister at 914-734-4250 Ext. 5.

poUnd program: POUNDTM Fit-
ness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Theatre 
and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. 
Drop in or weekly discount rates are avail-
able. The program is being provided on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays 
at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy for more informa-
tion at 914 960-4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just 
west of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 
Main St., Peekskill. Info:  914 -739-0500 or 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Living With Loss: Support Connec-

tion, Inc. announces a free program: Men’s 
Night Out: For Men Living With Loss will 
be offered at 7 p.m. at Travelers Rest, Route 
100, Ossining, It is open to men to have 
lost a spouse or partner to breast, ovarian 
or gynecological cancer. To learn more or 
to pre-register, which is required to attend, 
call Support Connection at 914-962-6402 
or 800-532-4290.

Thursday, Feb. 14
Yorktown Jewish center courses: A 

wide variety of courses are being offered 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Family Tensions in the 
Bible, led by Rabbi Stanley Urbas, is held 
on the first and third Mondays of the 
month at 11 a.m. Rosh Chodesh Studies 
for Women--led by Marsha Sternstein, is 
held at 7:30 p.m. on one Tuesday evening 
per month. Talmud and Contemporary 
Issues-- led by Wendy Segal –is held on 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. Beginners He-
brew--led by Cantor Isabel Kopstein—is 
held every Monday  at 1:30 p.m.; contact 
the office for details. Advanced Hebrew-
-led by Cantor Isabel Kopstein— is held 
on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Ten Min-
utes of Torah--led by Rabbi Sternstein--- 
is held on Shabbat mornings at approxi-
mately at 10:30 a.m. Mishneh Torah 
(Maimonidean thought)-led by Rabbi 
Sternstein- is held on Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktown-
jewishcenter.org.

acting classes: The Four All Theater 
Company will be conducting acting classes 
every Thursday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. 
Class size is limited. Info: 914-737-1212.

rEB Talks: Be a part of a bi-monthly 
discussion on topics that are worth sharing 
with others at Temple Beth Am at 7:30 p.m. 
Temple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him 
at RabbiW@optonline.net.   

 Friday, Feb. 15
coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult 
coloring book club at the Somers Library 
Meetings will be held in the conference 
room every Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. Relax, color, and socialize for free. 
Materials are provided or you may bring 
your own color pencils and coloring books. 
Registration is not required. Info: 914 232 
5717.

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second-floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 

Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.
Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple 

Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. 
Our modern Sabbath service has a spir-
itually engaging and warm feeling while 
following traditional modes.  All are wel-
come to our friendly sacred space. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi 
at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rab-
biw@optonline.net. 

Jewish center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd., 
Friday night Sabbath services begin at 6:15 
p.m. And Sabbath services on most Satur-
days will be held at 9:15 a.m. on most Sat-
urdays. After the services Rabbi Sternstein 
conducts a learning session based on the 
Torah portion of the week.  Light refresh-
ments are served and everyone is invited to 
join us as we share in the warmth, knowl-
edge and friendship within our congrega-
tion. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjew-
ishcenter.org.

international Film Festival: “The Big 
Sick” will be the February film in the 2018-
2019 International Film Festival sponsored 
by the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. It 
will be shown at 7:30 p.m. at Maryknoll, 55 
Ryder Rd., Ossining. Admission is free and 
a brief discussion will follow the screening. 
For more information, visit https://mary-
knollsociety.org/filmfest or call 914-941-
7590.

Twisted Valentine: The Axial Theatre, 
entering its 20th anniversary year, has an-
nounced the line-up of short plays for its 
annual Twisted Valentines festival, a sea-
sonal tribute to love and lovers that runs 
through Feb. 17 in Pleasantville. Perform-
ances will be held on Friday, Feb. 15 at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 16 at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Feb. 17 at 4 p.m. on the campus 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside 
Ave., Pleasantville. Tickets are $27.50 gen-
eral admission and $22.50 for seniors and 
students and can be purchased online at 
Brown Paper Tickets (https://www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/3921382) Info 
914-286-7680; or www.axialtheatre.org.

Saturday, Feb. 16
putnam Valley Shabbat Service:  

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition?   Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situated 
on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our inclu-
sive, community-lead services start at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held in 
Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfort-
able atmosphere where participation is 
appreciated and afterwards stay for our 
delicious Kiddush lunch. Services are 
free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services.  
The synagogue is located at140 Lake 
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Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more infor-
mation call 845-528-2305.

Bagels and Bible: All are invited to study 
the Bible with our engaging Rabbi Robbie 
Weiner at 9 a.m. at Temple Beth Am.  Ba-
gels and coffee are provided for all wishing 
to explore how the Bible is a mirror into 
our lives. No previous knowledge is re-
quired and all backgrounds are welcome. 
Temple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. For information please call 
our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him 
at RabbiW@optonline.net.   

Yorktown Shabbat morning Services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown 
Rd., holds services on Saturday mornings. 
They are easy-to-follow services with He-
brew/English prayer books, a friendly en-
vironment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.ChabadYorktown.com.

ossining Farmers market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is now 
being held outdoors on Spring and Market 
Streets. Customers old and new will find 

delicious produce, pasture-raised meat, 
poultry, and eggs, breads, baked goods, 
and much more. For a full list of our mar-
kets and vendors, visit DowntoEarthMar-
kets.com. 

Lincoln remembrance day: The annu-
al Lincoln Remembrance Day, sponsored 
by the Lincoln Society in Peekskill and the 
Lincoln Depot Museum, will be held from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the museum, 10. S. 
Water St., Peekskill. Info: 914-402-4318 or 
incolndepotmuseum.org.

Yoga program: Support Connection 
announces a free program Yoga: A Path 
toward. Wellness will be held on every 
Saturday for the rest of the month from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jefferson 
Valley. The program is open to people 
living with breast, ovarian and gyneco-
logical cancers. To learn more or to pre-
register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

make Earrings: Tweens, teens and 
adults can create beaded earrings from 
1:30 to 4 p.m. at the Somers Library. Join 

us anytime up until 3 p.m. Since this work-
shop benefits a women’s shelter, it could be 
considered for community service hours. 
Registration is required; register online at 
www.somerslibrary.org or call 914-232-
5717.

Lincoln movies:  The Abe Lincoln In-
fluence in Movies will be the topic of the 
next program of the Van Cortlandtville 
Historical Society at 2 p.m. at the Little Red 
Schoolhouse, 297 Locust Ave., Cortlandt.  
The speaker will be author/historian Dr. 
Brian Snee of Peekskill, whose upcoming 
book is “The Lincoln Blitz: Hollywood’s 
‘Lightening War’ on America’s First ‘Amer-
ica First’ Movement.  The free program is 
open to the public.  For more information 
visit: www.vancort.net; or call 914-736-
7868. 

Jazz masters Series: The Jazz Mas-
ters Series of Westchester Collaborative 
Theater (WCT) will feature internation-
ally known vibraphonist Christos Rafalides 
and his group, the Manhattan Vibes. They 
will perform at 7:30 p.m. at WCT’s black 
box performance space at 23 Water St., Os-

sining. Tickets are $20. A cash bar and re-
freshments will be available. Purchase tick-
ets online at https://jmscrafalideswct19.
brownpapertickets.com/.

Sunday, Feb. 17
healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instruc-
tors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha 
Simpson at 914-319-4010.

monday, Feb. 18
musical munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.
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painter Jackson Pollock and features Ed 
Harris, Marcia Gay Haden and Jenni-
fer Connelly. Harden won the Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actress, play-
ing Lee Krasner, Pollock’s wife. Jackson 
Pollock was an East End resident hav-
ing moved to East Hampton in 1945 and 
spent the rest of his life there.

Women Painters
There are many talented women art-

ists, but only a few had their life stories 
captured on film to a commercial suc-
cess. Frida, starring Salma Hayek as the 
lead, with Alfred Molina and Geoffrey 

Rush is a biography of Frida Kahlo who 
suffered from pain after a crippling in-
jury and “and her tempestuous marriage 
to her husband, Diego Rivera”, also a 
painter. The film follows the professional 
and private life of this surrealist Mexican 
painter. Hayek was nominated in 2002 
for an Academy Award for her role as 
Frida.

Camille Claudel is a French film about 
the life of 19th century sculptor, Camille 
Claudel.  The 1988 biographical film 
starred Isabelle Adjani, Gerard Depar-
dieu and Madeleine Robison.  Camille 
was the sister of writer Paul Claudel and 
in the film her enthusiasm impresses 

already-famous sculptor Auguste Rodin 
and he hires her as an assistant. But soon 
Camille begins to sculpt for herself and 
for Rodin. She also becomes his mistress. 
But after a while, she would like to get 
out of his shadow and there the conflict 

arises.
With the winter months now here, 

it’s the perfect time to curl up to a good 
movie and perhaps after it, be inspired to 
read one of the books about the artist the 
film was based upon.

Biographical Films about Artists
Continued from page 16

families are truly giving a gift that lasts 
a lifetime. Taking steps to mentally pre-
pare for camp, families not only keep 
from getting “kid-sick” for their camper, 
but they can stay positive about the camp 
experience, which goes a long way to-
ward helping first-time campers adjust 
to life at camp. 

And just like taking off the training 
wheels, the moment families see their 

camper radiating confidence and joy 
they will feel that burst of pride and grat-
itude that they provided their child this 
experience.

For more information about prepar-
ing for the summer camp experience or 
to find a camp, parents can visit www.
ACAcamps.org. This online resource for 
families includes expert advice, infor-
mation on health and safety and ACA’s 
searchable database of more than 2,400 
ACA-Accredited® camps.

Preparing Your Child – and 
Yourself – for Best Camp 
Experience
Continued from page 15

member Knapp and his trademark blue 
eyes. So many blue light bulbs were 
purchased that stores near Putnam 
Valley were running out of the prod-
uct. The suggestion was made by a 
classmate of his, Elayna Kurtenbach. 

“I was so proud of this community, 
everybody came together for this fam-
ily,” Fontanez said. “(The Knapp fam-
ily) wasn’t alone. They had hundreds, 
thousands of people right beside them.”

The school system also took a proac-
tive role in comforting students af-
fected by the accident and Knapp’s 
subsequent death. On February 2, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fran 
Wills wrote in a post to the community 
that teachers and counselors would 
be ready to support students in class-
es when they returned to school the 
Monday after the accident and the high 
school was open Sunday afternoon im-

mediately following the accident with 
faculty on hand. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his family and friends,” Wills wrote. 

Supervisor Sam Oliverio said the 
death of Knapp is a loss that can never 
be replaced. One positive from this 
horrific tragedy, Oliverio said, is the 
overwhelming support shown to the 
Knapp family the past couple weeks. 

Oliverio was an assistant principal at 
Putnam Valley High School for half of 
a school year when Knapp was a fresh-
man before he took on the role as su-
pervisor. Even though their paths only 
crossed for a short time, Oliverio said 
he knew of Knapp because he had a 
reputation of being a very good athlete. 

Oliverio stressed he hopes this ac-
cident teaches young people to make 
wise decisions as they grow up to avoid 
the heartbreak the Putnam Valley com-
munity has endured. 

“It’s tough,” Oliverio said. 

Continued from page 3

Community Honors Loss of 
PV Teenager Elias Knapp
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acroSS
1. Lessen gradually
4. Show ___
7. “Murders in the __ 
Morgue”
10. Round table member
11. Snobbish
13. Shelley’s “___ Skylark”
14. Storage places
15. Bud
17. Spread
18. Wish harm upon
20. Dexterity
24. Walks along
27. Irish Poet or Yorktown 
financial planner, RF
____
32. Bibliographical 
abbreviation
33. Dissimilar
35. Frat house letter
36. Mark for misconduct
37. One of the Mannings
38. Dentist qualification
39. Lt.’s subordinate
40. Norm, abbr.

doWn
1. Cornerstone abbr.
2. Tropical rain forest, e.g.
3. Interweaves
4. Look good on
5. Feverish
6. Italian for “uncle” or 
Croton deli
7. Canadian rebel Louis
8. Court grp.
9. Site for crafty 
entrepreneurs
12. Coffee stirrer, abbr.
16. Young lass
19. Something to pick
21. Hails
22. Worked (up)
23. Preferences
25. Passed out
26. Ristorante offering
27. Country singer, Wynonna
28. Flat
29. Thanksgiving dishes
30. French for key
31. Ireland’s Irish name
34. Family

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40

Across

1. Lessen gradually

4. Show ___

7. "Murders in the __ Morgue"

10. Round table member

11. Snobbish

13. Shelley's "___ Skylark"

14. Storage places

15. Bud

17. Spread

18. Wish harm upon

20. Dexterity

24. Walks along

27. Irish Poet or Yorktown financial planner, RF 
____

32. Bibliographical abbreviation

33. Dissimilar

35. Frat house letter

36. Mark for misconduct

37. One of the Mannings

38. Dentist qualification

39. Lt.'s subordinate

40. Norm, abbr.

Down

1. Cornerstone abbr.

2. Tropical rain forest, e.g.

3. Interweaves

4. Look good on

5. Feverish

6. Italian for "uncle" or Croton deli

7. Canadian rebel Louis

8. Court grp.

9. Site for crafty entrepreneurs

12. Coffee stirrer, abbr.

16. Young lass

19. Something to pick

21. Hails

22. Worked (up)

23. Preferences

25. Passed out

26. Ristorante offering

27. Country singer, Wynonna

28. Flat

29. Thanksgiving dishes

30. French for key

31. Ireland's Irish name

34. Family

Crossword
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Signi� -
cant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 for 
Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er 
free towing and your donation is 100%
 tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Have an idea for an invention/new prod-
uct? We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelpÆ, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 888-487-7074

BUYING/ SELLLING
Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all � ne 
jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, bet-
ter furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

CABLE & SATELLITE TV
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certi� ed Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for quali� ed students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

DIVORCE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Only one signature re-
quired. Poor person Application included 
if applicable. Separation agreements. Cus-
tody and support petitions. - 518-274-0380

FINANCIAL
70 years old, kids are grown. Still need 
your life insurance? or is a big LIFE SET-
TLEMENT CASH PAYOUT smarter? 
Call Bene� t Advance. 1-844-348-5810

FOR SALE
BUYING DIAMONDS, GOLD, SIL-
VER, all � ne jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete estates. 
We simply pay more! Call Barry 914-260-
8783 or e-mail Americabuying@aol.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

Su� ering from an ADDICTION to Al-
cohol, Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or 
other DRUGS? © ere is hope! Call Today 
to speak with someone who cares. Call 
NOW: 1-833-880-6049

HELP WANTED
WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL PHYSI-
CIAN ASSOCIATES is currently look-
ing to � ll several open Medical Assistant 
positions across our practices. A Practice 
Medical Assistant will perform a variety of 
clinical oª  ce duties under the physician/
provider/nurse’s supervision.  Medical 
Assistants must adhere to the NYS Medi-
cal Assistant scope of practice. Required 
Skills: -High School diploma or general 
equivalency diploma (GED) -Success-
ful completion of a 6 month to one year 

course in Medical Assisting at an accredit-
ed school Apply now:  WPHospital.org/
about/careers White Plains Hospital is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer

FACILITIES AND KITCHEN MANAG-
ERS Catskill Mtns. � shing/hunting club 
seeks long- term couple to manage facili-
ties/ meal services. Bene� ts include: hous-
ing / vehicle / insurance. Compensation 
commensurate with experience. Resumes 
to: Catskillvalleysearch@gmail.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY: $17 P/H NYC 
-  $14.50 P/H LI If you currently care for 
your relatives or friends who have Med-
icaid or Medicare, you may be eligible to
start working for them as a personal as-
sistant. No Certi� cates needed.  (347)462-
2610  (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip ° ooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EATON 
TAX SERVICE LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation � led with the SSNY on 01/02/2019. 
Oª  ce: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Eaton Tax Service 
LLC, 142 Mt Joy Pl, New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
                         
¤ e name of the LLC is Goodbear Hold-
ings LLC.  © e Articles of Organization of 
the LLC were � led with the NY Secretary 
of State on December 20, 2018.  © e pur-
pose of the LLC is to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.  © e oª  ce of the LLC 
is to be located in Westchester County.  
© e Secretary of State is designated as 
the agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  © e ad-
dress to which the Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC is c/o 25 Bank St. Apt 214K, White 
Plains, New York 10606. 

¤ e name of the LLC is Goodbear Prop-
erty LLC.  © e Articles of Organization of 
the LLC were � led with the NY Secretary 
of State on December 20, 2018.  © e pur-
pose of the LLC is to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.  © e oª  ce of the LLC 
is to be located in Westchester County.  
© e Secretary of State is designated as 
the agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  © e ad-
dress to which the Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC is c/o 25 Bank St. Apt 214K, White 
Plains, New York 10606.

DB PRINTING & PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS LLC, Arts. Of Org. � led 
with SSNY 9/26/2018. Oª  ce loc: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against 
LLC may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: LLC: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CASA 
CORDOVA, LLC. Arts. of Org. � led with 
SSNY on 1/16/19. Oª  ce location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
1251 Wilson Road, Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK: 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER. CON-
QUISTADOR JY L.P., Pltf v.   F & B FUEL 
OIL CO., INC. et al., De± s. Index No. 
64165/2017. pursuant to the Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale dated November 26, 
2018 and entered on January 15, 2019, I 
will sell at public auction at the Westches-
ter County Courthouse, 111 Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd, White Plains, New 
York 10601, on February 26, 2019 at 10:00 
a.m., prem. k/a 12 a/k/a 10 Ludlow Street, 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10705 (Section 1, Block 
161, Lot 9) Approx. amt of judgment is 
$427,401.90 plus costs, attorneys’ fees and 
interest. Sold subject to terms and condi-
tions of � led judgment and terms of sale. 
Barbara Lerman, Esq., Referee. JACO-
BOWITZ NEWMAN TVERSKY, LLP, 
Attys. for Plainti� , 377 Pearsall Ave., Ste 
C, Cedarhurst, NY. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW-
CASTLE BUILDING INSPECTORS, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. � led with Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/7/2019. Oª  ce 
Location: Westchester. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC at: P.O. Box 99 Dobbs 
Ferry, New York 10522. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
THUMBS UP! ENTERPRISES, LLC. 
Articles of Organization were � led with 
the SSNY on 1/24/19. Oª  ce location is 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served and shall mail process 
to principal business address: 420 South 
Riverside Ave, Croton on Hudson, NY 
10520. Purpose: Youtube Channel.

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY WORK 
SESSION  February 13, 2019 1. Pledge 
of Allegiance 2.Presentation by Michael 
Adamovich regarding repairs needed by 

continued on next page
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PV Historical Society 3.Approve pur-
chase of three ”Welcome to Putnam Val-
ley” banners 4.Appoint Philip Ammann 
for the Board of Assessment Review 
5.Consider concept approval of tower 
6.Set date for public hearing for NRI 
7.Appoint Daniel Gibbs Bulk Drop-Off 
Attendant 8.Appoint Jarred Buchanan 
as Zoning Board ad hoc member 9.Parks 
and Recreation refunds 10.Request to 
lower the cell tower building permit fee 
11.Discuss expenditure for library sign 
12.Acceptance of property donated by 
Mel and Eileen Kowal 13. Discuss LED 

light conversion for all street lights. 14. 
Begin discussion re: de-icers. 15. Audit 
of monthly bills.

FORMATION OF ETNA CAPITAL 
ADVISORS LLC FILED WITH THE 
SECY. OF STATE OF NY (SSNY) ON 
1/25/19.  Office loc.:  Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
The address SSNY shall mail process to 
Richard Imprescia, 1821 Casey Ct., Mo-
hegan Lake, NY 10547.  Purpose:   Any 
lawful activity.  

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg 
blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, 
no prescription necessary.  Call 877-845-
8068.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:† www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 567-0404 
Ext.300

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Pack-
age. Over 185 Channels! ONLY $45/
month (for 24 mos.) Call Now- Get NFL 
Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL 1-888-534-
6918 Ask Us How To Bundle & Save!

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/ month (for the first 3 months) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-970-1623

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-

lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-800-943-0838.

If you or a loved one were diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer after use of TALC 
products sucah as Baby Powderor Shower 
to Shower, you may be entitled to com-
pensation . Contact Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an ìOld Floridaî fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Di-
rect flights from Newark to Vero Beach.  
New manufactured homes from $114,900. 
772-581-0080; www.beach-cove.com

SERVICES
COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNO-
SIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Removal, 
Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SER-
VICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Benefits never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for 
non-payment. 855-686-5879.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
continued from previous page

021219 Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            
* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                
* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        
* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycle & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 

fi nancial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

I know what wine you’re drinking.
Oh, I hear you trying to convince me 

of a particular varietal or style you’re 
drinking, but I know what you’re buying 
– and enjoying.

And I have the facts and stats to prove 
it.

Last week, I reviewed a report 
on the wine drinking habits of 
Americans. I decided to com-
pare the data with anecdotal in-
puts. And I was surprised at the 
results. Well, maybe not. Nev-
ertheless, I now know what you 
are drinking.  

I encounter many wine con-
sumers who, when asked their 
favorite style of wine, will em-
phatically reply “I only drink 
dry wine.”

Whether they prefer white or red, I 
often receive a response such as “I don’t 
like sweet wines, the drier the wine the 
better.”   

Here are the facts I’ve culled, based on 
an independent poll of consumer prefer-
ences. (The format offered specific choic-
es; respondents were requested to check 
all that apply.)

Semi-sweet: 45 percent
Smooth: 44 percent
Fruity: 40 percent
Sweet: 38 percent

Dry: 36 percent
Savory (less fruit): 18 percent
Tannic: 6 percent
Clearly, a dry style is not the dominant 

preference of consumers. My conclu-
sion? American wine consumers have a 

sweeter tooth than I believed. 
It has been extensively re-

ported that Americans consume 
alarming amounts of sugar. 
We’ve all read of the epidemic of 
obesity and diabetes in the Unit-
ed States. Soft drinks, chocolate, 
other candies and breakfast ce-
reals continue to be consumed 
at alarming rates, albeit abating 
lately.

Why should our preference 
for wines be different?

The generally accepted defini-
tion of sweet wine is one with residual 
sugar of 30 grams per liter. This includes 
Sauternes and Ice Wine. Wines with nine 
grams or less are generally considered 
to be dry, that is, all of the sugars in the 
fermented grapes have been converted to 
alcohol. That leaves a significant range 
for semisweet wines. 

I define sweet-style as fruit forward 
with a hint (or more) of sugar, either in 
the mouth or in the finish, and low in 
acidity. (The higher the acidity the lower 
the perception of sweetness.) 

I tend to write about drier styles and 
varietals of wines. I’ve expounded on 
dry white wines I prefer, from Sauvignon 
Blanc to Burgundian Chablis to Brut 
Champagne to bone-dry Riesling. I’ve 
espoused the virtues of drinking dry red 
wines such as Chianti Classico, red Bur-
gundy, Aglianico and Sagrantino.

I rarely write about sweet-style wines. 
Past columns have fleetingly touched on 
sweet Riesling, Gewürztraminer, Mosca-
to, Prosecco, even White Zinfandel, each 
with equal disdain. I have treated certain 
reds with similar snootiness, from the 
current rage of fruity red blends to fruit-
forward Merlot.  

Perhaps I should change my focus. 
The wine companies that dominate the 

American wine market understand the 
American consumer better than I. Amer-
icans participating in their focus groups 
have let down their guard, expressing 
their preference for sweeter-style wines. 
These elite 2 percent of wine companies 
account for more than 80 percent of wine 
sold in the United States; their marketing 
focus is spot-on.

On a smaller scale, a number of win-
eries with tasting rooms typically pro-
duce a sweet white and/or red wine, to 
meet consumer demand. And sales jus-
tify these decisions. This is especially so 
in New York State regions. Finger Lakes 

wineries cater to consumer demand 
with multiple offerings of Rieslings and 
Gewürztraminers. Some consider these 
to be the finest in the country. Even I 
prefer several to pair with Asian dishes. 

The Italians have also capitalized on 
the American sweet tooth. Prosecco, a 
typically sweet style of sparkling wine, 
has enjoyed skyrocketing sales in the 
last 10 years. Several producers sup-
plement their wines with doses of sug-
ar to meet the American preference. 
For a portion of Americans, Prosecco 
is the sparkling version of White Zin-
fandel.

Everyone’s palate is different. My sen-
sory receptors may conclude a particular 
wine is a dry style, while you may con-
sider it a sweeter style. My palate’s physi-
ology may detect dryness before sweet-
ness in a wine. 

Drink as your palate dictates, not as a 
wine writer suggests.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 25 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. Nick 
is a member of the Wine Media Guild of 
wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous experimenting re-
sults in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

Exploring the Perception vs. Reality of Sweet and Dry Wines

By Nick Antonaccio
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(Solution to puzzle on page 15)

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

seas from rising and our forests from 
burning. 

I was glad to see Lowey co-sponsor 
the resolution for a Green New Deal last 
Friday. Her statement offering support 
for this vital effort is important, and we 
thank her for it. But if it is not followed 
up with real leadership and action, it will 
mean nothing in the end.  

I challenge Lowey to use her power as 
chair of the Appropriations Committee 
to take the concrete steps needed to 
protect Westchester and Rockland – 
and the planet. Push to replace Indian 
Point with renewable energy, not fossil 
fuels like coal or natural gas. Support 
debt-free college to enable young 
people to secure their futures in fields 
critical to decarbonization, such as 
solar engineering and urban planning, 
without taking on debilitating student 
debt. Provide for jobs programs that pay 
a good wage to workers who help retrofit 

our buildings to the highest energy 
efficiency standards. 

Climate change is not happening in 
10 years. It’s happening now. It’s time for 
Lowey to realize that and act accordingly. 
We do not have time to wait. If we 
continue to allow her to play it safe, we 
will all pay the price for the rest of our 
lives. 

Zachary Fisch is a Tarrytown resident 
and a third-year student at Harvard Law 
School.

Editor’s Note: Lowey’s office contacted 
Examiner Media after the original 
version of this article was published 
online and stated that the congresswoman 
supported the resolution in principle prior 
to signing on as a cosponsor. She was 
never an opponent of the resolution, a 
Lowey spokesman said. The spokesman 
also said the column did not lead to the 
congresswoman’s decision to join as a 
cosponsor.

Time for Lowey, Congress to 
Support Green New Deal

Continued from page 9
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Y O R K T O W N  B R O K E R A G E   7 0 3  E A S T  M A I N  S T R E E T  ( R O U T E  6  &  6 N ) ,  J E F F E R S O N  VA L L E Y  H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E . C O M

Contact the No.1 Brokerage in Yorktown and  
learn why now is the perfect time to list your home.

M O H EG A N L A K E •  $ 655,0 0 0
1787 Casey Court • WEB# NS1528971  
Kathleen O’Driscoll • M  914.473.6184

M A H O PAC •  $ 1,195,0 0 0 
318 W Lake Boulevard • WEB# NS1494241
Claire Hoch • M  914.844.6450

YO R K TOW N H E I G H T S •  $52 5,0 0 0
3552 Gomer Street • WEB# NS1500960
Pauline Frances Angrisani • M  845.664.4579 

YO R K TOW N H E I G H T S •  $59 9,0 0 0 
320 Somerston Road • WEB# NS1510233
Barbara J. Nicotra-Burroni • M  914.960.1272 

YO R K TOW N H E I G H T S •  $ 8 19,0 0 0 
830 Kipling Drive • WEB# NS1513122 
Kathleen O’Driscoll • M  914.473.6184

YO R K TOW N H E I G H T S •  $ 3 39,0 0 0 
119-B Village Road • WEB# NS1528883
Barbara J. Nicotra-Burroni • M  914.960.1272 

M O U N T K I S CO •  $ 7 5 0,0 0 0 
51 Laurelton Road • WEB# NS1522025
Shari Besterman  • M 914.391.8209

YO R K TOW N H E I G H T S •  $570,0 0 0 
1386 Sunflower Drive • WEB# NS1529037    
Kathleen O’Driscoll • M  914.473.6184 

M O H EG A N L A K E •  $ 2 8 9,0 0 0 
3428 Fenimore Avenue • WEB# NS1528700 
Elizabeth Finnegan • M  917.545.4530

S H A R I 
B E S T E R M A N

Associate Real Estate Broker 
M 914.391.8209

C L A I R E  M . 
H O C H

Real Estate Salesperson
M 914.844.6450

Source: HGMLS 1/1/18-12/31/18, all property types sold, total dollar volume & total transactions sold by office, Town of Yorktown

K A T H L E E N 
O ’ D R I S C O L L

Associate Real Estate Broker 
M 914.473.6184

E L I Z A B E T H 
F I N N E G A N

Real Estate Salesperson
M 917.545.4530

B A R B A R A  
N I C O T R A - B U R R O N I

Real Estate Salesperson 
M 914.960.1272

P A U L I N E 
A N G R I S A N I

Associate Real Estate Broker 
M 845.664.4579


