
Senator David Carlucci and Ossining Town Supervisor Dana Levenberg 
promoted early voting last week
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By Rick Pezzullo

A father and son both in desperate need 
of kidney transplants received a new lease 
of life this summer.

The Cancro family of Cortlandt first 
went public with their household crisis 
in January in The Northern Westches-
ter Examiner. James Cancro, 53, a retired 
Fairview firefighter in the Town of Green-
burgh, where he served for more than 26 
years, suffered kidney failure more than 
two years ago and had to stop working. 
He had been on dialysis since, going three 
days a week for about five hours each ses-
sion—a routine that sapped his energy.

At the same time, James Jr., 20, a Wal-

Cortlandt Father, Son Receive Kidney Transplants
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By Rick Pezzullo

Early voting kicked off Satur-
day with four of the 16 designated 
polling sites in the county being in 
northern Westchester.

Ossining, Peekskill, Somers 
and Yorktown all welcomed eligi-
ble voters eager to go to the polls 
prior to Election Day, November 5.

On Friday, State Senator David 
Carlucci (D-Rockland/Westches-
ter), Ossining Town Supervisor 
Dana Levenberg, and Uber joined 
forces outside the Ossining Com-
munity Center to get out the word 
about the importance of increasing 
voter turnout in New York State.

“It was imperative to me to 
support Early Voting legisla-
tion because we know New York 
needed to knock down barriers to 
vote,” Carlucci said. “Early Voting 

is quick and convenient for busy 
New Yorkers.”

Uber announced their “Ride to 
the Polls” imitative which will of-
fer New Yorkers $10 off their ride 
if they are heading to a polling lo-
cation. All riders have to do is en-
ter promo code, “NYSVotes2019” 
in their app.

 “We are excited to hear about 
Uber’s promotion,” said Leven-
berg, who is running unopposed 
this year. “Not only can this make 
it easier to help people get to the 
polls during early voting at the 
Ossining Community Center 
starting this Saturday and run-
ning through November 3rd, but 
it’s also another way for our resi-
dents to experience an alternative 
mobility solution to that of owning 
their own car. Thanks, Uber and 
thank you Senator Carlucci and 

New York State for making the 
democratic process easier.”

In Peekskill, City Hall was 
chosen for early voting. In Som-
ers, the historic Townhouse was 
selected, while in Yorktown, resi-
dents can go to the Jefferson Vil-
lage Community Center, at 3480 
Hill Boulevard. Cortlandt and 
Croton residents can vote early at 
Peekskill City Hall.

The dates and times for early 
voting are the same at all poll-
ing places: Tuesday, October 29: 
Noon to 8 p.m.; Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday, 
October 31: Noon to 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, November 1: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Saturday, November 2: Noon to 5 
p.m.; and Sunday, November 3: 
Noon to 5 p.m.

On Election Day, polls will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Early Voting Gets Underway in Local Communities
James Cancro, and his donor, Lisa Fitzgerald; James Jr., and his donor, Lynn

Somers Girls, Boys Advance 
on Pitch...
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Q:  Why is it important to have routine 
screening mammograms?
A:  Early detection with a screening mammogram 
can catch cancer years before it becomes discernible 
by touch. It is important to catch cancer earlier, 
because the size of the tumor and its stage influence 
treatment and prognosis. 

Q: During what ages should I have 
annual mammograms?  
A: Starting at age 40, this screening tool saves the 
most lives. There is no defined upper age limit to 
stop mammography. The incidence of breast cancer 
increases with age: 30 percent of invasive breast 
cancers occur in women over the age of 70. We 
recommend that annual screenings continue as 
long as the patient is in otherwise good health 
and willing to undertake additional testing if an 
abnormality is detected.

Q: How do I benefit from advanced 
breast cancer screening technologies?
A: The latest mammogram screening technology is 
the 3-D mammogram (digital mammogram with 
tomosynthesis), which lets us see through tissue 
and find more cancers than does a standard digital 

mammogram. Another newer technology is the 
supplemental screening ultrasound for dense breasts, 
which helps us evaluate dense breast tissue and masses 
seen on the mammogram by letting us distinguish 
between solid and cystic tissue. The breast MRI can be 
used to screen women at high risk for breast cancer 
due to genetic factors, family history or previous high-
risk findings, or used as an additional tool to look for 
further abnormalities in women recently diagnosed 
with cancer. Advanced imaging technologies are offered 
at Northern Westchester Hospital’s women’s imaging 
sites in Mt. Kisco and Yorktown.

Q: Should women with dense breast tissue 
receive special screenings?   
A: About 40 to 50 percent of women have dense breast 
tissue. There are two components of breast tissue: 
fatty tissue and fibroglandular tissue. Fibroglandular 
tissue appears white on a standard mammogram, as do 
tumors, so tumors can be obscured. If you have dense 
breasts, ask about supplemental screening with a breast 
ultrasound. This technology increases detection by a 
rate of approximately four cancers per 1,000 screenings 
over that achieved by a standard mammogram.   

Breast Cancer Screening
What you need to know about mammograms 
& other imaging...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Stefanie Zalasin, MD
Breast-imaging Specialist
Site Director, Yorktown Imaging
Northern Westchester Hospital 

Schedule your mammo today, 
Yorktown: 914.245.5200
Mt. Kisco: 914.666.1445

WC. Lic. #10415H99 • P.C. Lic. #1817 • YNK 307 • H-12519-07-23-00
FINANCING 

OPTIONS FROM

Free Triple Pane Glass 10 Windows or More!

Due to the fire we have temporarily relocated to 
1392 Albany Post Road

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
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ter Panas High School graduate and Eagle 
Scout, had 23% kidney function and was 
declining drastically. There is a genetic 
kidney disease in the family called focal 
segmental glomerulosclerosis, commonly 
known as FSGS. It’s a leading cause of kid-
ney failure in adults.

“We were getting the word out every 
which way,” said Lisa Cranco of the family’s 
efforts to help her husband and son. “No-
body really realized how bad it was until the 
story ran.”

Other media outlets picked up the Cran-
co family’s crisis, inspiring about a dozen 
people to step forward and get tested as 
possible donors. One of those individuals 
was Lisa Fitzgerald, 58, a resident of Mohe-
gan Lake and a co-worker of Lisa Cranco at 
Tom Thumb Preschool.  

“I felt like I was put on this planet to 
help people,” said Fitzgerald, who in the 
past was a surrogate for her sister’s three 
children. “It caused me so much pain to see 
them suffering. I’m very grateful that I was 
able to do this. If I could do it again to save 
someone else’s life I would.”

Fitzgerald turned out to be a match for 
James Sr. and the operation took place July 
1 at Westchester Medical Center. 

“I came through swimmingly. I couldn’t 
believe how uneventful it was,” Fitzgerald 
said. “I’m proud to have done it.”

One month later, on August 1, James 

Jr. received a kidney from Lynn Ryan, 53, 
of Ardsley, the wife of a firefighter from 
Fairview Fire Department where James Sr. 
worked.

“I wanted him to get back to life and be 
a 20-year-old again,” Ryan said. “I felt lucky 
I could do it.”

There are more than 150,000 people in 
the United States living full and active lives 
with transplanted kidneys

“These two women saved the lives of my 
son and husband and gave my entire family 
back the life we used to have. There are no 
gifts of appreciation that would even come 
close and a million thank yous would never 
be enough for Lisa and Lynn,” Lisa Cranco 

said. “They are both truly amazing and we 
are so grateful to have them in our lives and 
part of our family now.”

The family had suffered a rollercoaster 
of emotions in September 2018 when a kid-
ney became available for James Sr. and an 
operation took place at Westchester Medi-
cal Center. However, there were complica-
tions and an infection developed and the 
transplanted kidney had to be removed 
after two days.

“A kidney transplant is a treatment, it’s 
not a cure,” Lisa Cancro said. “Every three 
months is a milestone. After a year, not that 
you’re free and clear, you’re more on your 
way.”

Lisa Cancro said the family was recently 
able to enjoy a fall day for the first time in 
several years by going pumpkin picking at 
an area farm. They and their donors are 
also planning to attend a National Kidney 
Foundation Walk November 10 in New 
York City.

She noted James Jr. has changed his 
career path and now wants to pursue some-
thing in the hospital field.

Once a person’s kidney function drops 
to 20%, they become eligible to be placed 
on the federally-run United Network Organ 
Sharing (UNOS) program, which has a wait 
time in New York State for an organ match 
of five to seven years. 

Cortlandt Father, Son Receive Kidney Transplants

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE!

Donini
Pinot Grigio

$9.97

 19 
Crimes Red

$7.97

1.5L 750ml 
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$19.97
Hanging Vine

Cabernet
$9.97

Freefall 
Sangria

$13.97
Talisker Scotch 

10 Yr.
$49.97

Matua 
Sauvignon Blanc 

$11.97
A by Acacia 
Chardonnay

$8.97

WINES ON SALE  THRU OCTOBER

MAGNUMS ON SALE

WEEKLY SALE    

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm  - 5pm •October 29th to November 4th
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

Jim Beam
Bourbon
$28.97

Ketel One
Vodka

$39.97
Grey Goose

Vodka
$49.97

Santa Rita 120 
Sauvignon Blanc

$7.97

1.75L 1.75L

1.75L 750 ML

Hendricks 
Gin

$51.97
Antinori 
Toscana
$15.97

Casamigos 
Blanco Tequila

$38.97
1.75L 750 ML

Dom Saint Vincent Brut  .........................$10.97                                                                                                                                      
Jeio Brut Prosecco  .................................$15.97                                                                                                                                         
Chandon California Brut  ........................$16.97                                                                                                                                         
Bichot Cremant De Bourgogne Rose  ......$18.97                                                                                                                                         
Duc De Romet Champagne .....................$26.97

SPIRITS ON SALE
Pueblo Viejo Blanco Tequila 750ml  .......$15.97                                 
Old Smuggler Scotch 1.75L  ..................$19.97                                  
Tanqueray Gin 750ml  .......................... $25.97                                  
Basil Haydens Bourbon 750ml  ............. $39.97

SPARKLING ON SALE

Anything But Cabernet 
(ABC) TASTING

 SATURDAY NOVEMBER 9TH 12 - 5 PM               

Cabernet may be king but today we give 
the power back to the other grapes. It’s 
a free for all featuring all red varietals 
except Cab. Come check it out!

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

$29.97 1.75L

1.75L

Liberty Creek Pinot Noir  ........................... $7.97                                    
Coastal Ridge Chardonnay  .......................$8.97                                      
Astica Cabernet  ......................................$9.97                                      
Beringer Main & Vine Merlot  ....................$9.97                                      
Due Torro Pinot Grigio  ............................$11.97                                      
Ninety Plus Sauvignon Blanc  ..................$15.97

Indaba Chenin Blanc  ................................$6.97                                             
Saladini Pilastri Falerio  ............................$7.97                                                       
Nederberg Sauvignon Blanc ......................$7.97                                               
Boada Verdejo White  ................................$7.97                                               
Bogle Chardonnay  ....................................$7.97                                               
Steakhouse Cabernet  ...............................$7.97 
Fratelli Nistri Chianti  ................................$8.97                                                        
D’arenberg Stump Jump Shiraz  .................$8.97                                               
CP Sangiovese  .........................................$9.97                                               
Ermita San Felices Crianza  .......................$9.97                                               
Relax Riesling  ..........................................$9.97                                               
Diehl Muller Thurgau 1L  ...........................$9.97                                               
Standing Stone Gewurztraminer  ...............$9.97                                               
Cune Rioja  ...............................................$9.97                                               
Joel Gott Sauvignon Blanc  ......................$10.97                                               
Ch Maris Minervois   ................................$10.97                                               
Lulumi Pinot Noir  ....................................$10.97                                               
Algueira Mencia  .....................................$11.97                                               
Thevenet Macon Pierreclos  .....................$11.97                                               
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc  ...............$12.97                                               
Alta Alella Garnacia  ...............................$12.97                                               
Castineira Albarino  ................................$12.97                                               
Veramonte Primus Carmenere  ................$13.97                                               
Gazon Albrino  .........................................$13.97                                               
Tensley Fundamentel Cabernet  ...............$15.97                                               
Coppola Claret  .......................................$15.97                                               
Vincent Dampt Petit Chablis  ...................$15.97                                               

Handwork Tempranillo  ............................ $7.97
Pajot Les 4 Cepages  ............................... $7.97
Tarima Monastrel  ................................... $7.97                              
BV Coastal Pinot Noir  ............................. $7.97            
Realce Tempranillo  .................................$8.97
Lulu Sauvignon Blanc  .............................$9.97
Casas Del Bosque Chardonnay  ...............$9.97
Bousquet Pinot Noir Reserve  ................$10.97
Apothic Sparkling Red  ..........................$10.97                               
Storm Point Red Blend  .........................$11.97
Mary Taylor Douro  .................................$11.97
Ch Courraye Bordeaux Red  ...................$11.97
Cochon Volant Corbieres  ......................$11.97
Wyatt Pinot Noir  ...................................$11.97 
Ch Ducasse Bordeaux Blanc  .................$12.97
Skouras Moscofi lero  ............................$13.97
Simi Chardonnay  ..................................$13.97 
Aslina Chardonnay  ...............................$16.97
Baigneux Touraine Rouge  .....................$16.97
Clos D’audhuy Cahors  ..........................$19.97
Cuilleron Viognier  .................................$19.97
Dom Prin Bourgogne Red  ......................$19.97
Santa Duc Vacqueyras  ..........................$19.97                                             

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S
“The wines you want before you know you want them.”

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL 2 41- 38 5 1

 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL  2 41- 38 5 1

 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

$328($164  each)

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241-3851

$169

Continued from page 1
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Trustworthy Leadership in Yorktown

GETTING IT DONE FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF YORKTOWN
On Nov. 5th, 2019 Vote Row “A” All the Way!!

• Negotiated with Enbridge for an additional   
 $4.15 million.
• Repaired roads and allocated funds for 
 ongoing maintenance
• Repaired roofs on the Water Department,   
 Police Department, Justice Court, and 
 Town Hall
• Installed long-needed backup generators in  
 Town Hall and the Highway Garage
• Improved wireless coverage for � rst 
 responders and residents at no cost to 
 residents
• Prevented loss of $10,000,000 grant to 
 connect more residents to sewers
• Worked with Con Edison and NYSEG to   
 have them institute storm hardening projects  
 in Yorktown.
• Initiated actions against delinquent taxpayers  
 not done since 2013, resulting in payments  
 of approximately $400,000 in back taxes
• Created the Economic and Business 
 Revitalization Committee, bringing a 
 diverse groups of individuals to provide   
 innovative ideas to help our business 
 community, including a proposal for 
 branding and actively marketing Yorktown.
• Represents all the people of Yorktown in 
   a bi-partisan, collaborative manner

Re-Elect
Ilan “Lanny” 

Gilbert   
Town 

Supervisor

Re-Elect
Diana L. 

Quast 
Town Clerk

• Created a Mobile Town Clerk’s O�  ce to 
 provide services to all residents
• Started online dog license renewal system,     
 including acceptance of credit/debit cards
• Digitized over 1 million records through   
 state recognized archival program
• Updated technology for o�  ce procedures   
 and Town Board presentations
• As Records O�  cer for the Town, has 
 preserved  historical Town documents 
• Successfully wrote $250,000 grant application 
 for the � rst all-inclusive playground in 
 Yorktown  
• Introduced the national program, Cell      
   phones for Soldiers, to the Town of York  
   town and has collected over 200 
 cellphones, to date.
• 20 years of experience in the O�  ce of the   
 Town Clerk
• NYS Registered Municipal Clerk
 International Certi� ed Municipal Clerk

Paid for by the 
Yorktown Democratic Committee
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S A V I N G S !

1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill • 914-737-8375
 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

ATM
Prices Good Through  11/3/19 • Prices Before Tax & Deposit 

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com

$399
4PK 

.5 Liter Cans

$2499
36 Pk Cans

$1299$1399
12 Pk Bottles12 Pk Bottles

$2499
36 Pk Cans

$1799
 20 Pk Bottles  12 Pk Bottles  12 Pk Bottles

$1299 $1299

$2499
36 Pk Cans

$1999WOW! 
Great 
Price!

Case of 24 
12oz Bottles

NEW!

$899
6 Pk Cans

OR

$1699
30 Pk Cans
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       Olympic Diner
Route 6, Mahopac 845-628-0876 • www.olympic-diner.com

American Dishes • Greek Dishes

BREAKFAST 
Served ALL DAY 
7-11AM
Excellent Selection of 
Omelets, Waffl es, 
Homemade French 
Toast & Pancakes
Starting at 
$7.99 

GOURMET 
SALADS

SENIOR CITIZENS 
DINNER SPECIALS
Includes Soup or 
Salad, Ice Cream, 
Pudding or Jello, 
Coffee or Tea

BROILED 
LOBSTER $29.99
Whole lobster 
with crabmeat 
stuffi ng & 1 stuffed 
clam. Includes soup 
or salad, potato & 
vegetable, dessert, 
coffee or tea

 PARTY ROOM 
AVAILABLE FOR 

ANY OCCASION!

NEW!

NEW!
NEW!

NEW!
ALL DINNER 
SPECIALS
Includes soup & 
salad, potatoes 
& vegetable 
or pasta, 
dessert, 
coffee or tea

BREAKFAST
LUNCH 
DINNER

NEW!

NEW 
COMPLETE 
SEAFOOD  
DINNER 

COMBINATION SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY!

ALL NEW 
SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY! All New Homemade 

Dinners!

Everyone Can Afford 
to Eat at Olympic Diner!

Starting at 
$12.99 

LITE LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY!
Served Daily 
11am--3pm

$7.99 

Starting at 
$13.99 

Starting at 
$17.99 

Starting at 
$17.99 

Starting at 
$7.99 

Special Occasion Cakes Made to Order
Fresh Seafood Specials Served Every Day

All Lunch & Dinner Specials Include Dessert & Coffee

By Rick Pezzullo

The Retro Fitness gym on Route 6 in 
Cortlandt suddenly closed its doors Satur-
day, leaving members perplexed and about 
50 workers unemployed.

Retro Fitness General Manager Jennifer 

Crowell-Evans alerted members Saturday 
night by email about the closure

“Attention members: Please note that 
effective immediately, this Retro Fitness 
location has permanently closed. Your 
membership will be automatically canceled 
with no further charges against your ac-

count. We appreciate your support over the 
years,” Crowell-Evans stated.

The announcement was also made on 
Facebook: “Dear Valued Members, it is 
with heavy hearts that we announce the 
permanent closing of Retro Fitness - Cort-
landt Manor at 3006 Main Street, Cortlandt, 
NY 10567 effective Saturday 10/26/19.  
Your patronage has been greatly appreci-
ated over the years. We wish you the best 
of luck in your continued journey to good 
health!”

Chris Spell, a Retro Fitness member for 
the last two years who used the facility to 
set a Guinness Book of World Record for 

the highest standing jump on July 28, said 
he wasn’t surprised when informed about 
the news.

“It was clear that the Cortlandt Manor 
(gym) was struggling for a while now. I 
wouldn’t say it was all because of Level Fit-
ness, but more because of poor decisions 
and mismanagement,” he said.

Another member, Mike Crovetto of 
Cortlandt, said he was disappointed his 
workout facility, located near Kohl’s, was 
out of business.

“I’m sad to see this place leave. They 
were conveniently close to my house.,” he 
said. “Now I’m on the hunt for a new gym.”

Retro Fitness Suddenly Closes Doors at Cortlandt Location

RF Joyce, CPA
Certified Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

McDonald’s Reopens in Mohegan Lake
Local officials joined restaurant management in cutting a ribbon to celebrate the recent 
opening of the refurbished McDonald’s in the Cortlandt Town Center.
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Endorsements

There’s an old adage, “If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it.” That can certainly apply in the 
Town of Yorktown supervisor race where in-
cumbent Ilan Gilbert is seeking a second two-
year term against Matt Slater, former chief of 
staff for State Senator Terrence Murphy, who 
has waged an aggressive campaign in his 
first bid for elected office.

Two years ago, residents put their trust in 
Gilbert, a former town justice, that he would 
be able to soothe the waters, so to speak, 
from six contentious years under the guid-
ance of Michael Grace, who often put York-
town in the headlines for the wrong reasons. 
And Gilbert has delivered.

Gilbert isn’t flashy and doesn’t crave the 
spotlight as his predecessor did. His ap-
proach is, as he described it, “more meas-
ured,” and the calming influence he has had 
at Town Hall and during meetings cannot be 
overstated.

Has he had some missteps? Certainly. 
Most recently, Gilbert and the rest of his 
Democratic team’s ill-advised decision to skip 

a Yorktown Chamber of Commerce spon-
sored debate unnecessarily angered some 
business leaders and residents in the town. 
But is that a sufficient reason for voters to 
turn their back on Gilbert? Hardly.

Gilbert has addressed many behind the 
scenes issues that were ignored by the previ-
ous administration and has kept the town on 
solid financial footing. He inherited many of 
the empty storefronts that he gets criticized 
for and has done what he can to brand and 
market the town by creating an Economic 
and Business Revitalization Committee com-
prised of a diverse group who are looking at 
innovative ways to attract new merchants.

Elected officials cannot be held accounta-
ble for a decision made by a corporation, such 
as Kmart, to file for bankruptcy, or Washing-
ton Prime Group, to scrap plans to expand 
the Jefferson Valley Mall for internal reasons.

Slater, a Yorktown High School graduate 
and lifelong resident, has made an impressive 
case for his candidacy.

Polished beyond his young years, Slater 

has specific plans to hit the ground running 
if elected and likely wouldn’t encounter much 
of a learning curve.

However, his main criticism of Gilbert 
that “the town is not going in the right direc-
tion” and “I think the town is really searching 
for its soul again” falls flat. 

Yorktown hasn’t moved backwards in 
any noticeable way. Residents aren’t hightail-
ing out of town in droves. Yorktown has re-
mained a very desirable community to raise a 
family, as Slater is doing, and is experiencing 
many of the same issues surrounding munici-
palities face in terms of the cost of living in 
Westchester County.

Slater has a lot of upside and ambition and 
has all the makeup to be a successful public 
servant. Gilbert has already shown he can get 
the job done, first as a town justice, and now 
as supervisor, and he has earned a second 
term to continue leading Yorktown forward.

Town Board
The same adage can be used in the Town 

Board race where councilmen Tom Diana 
and Ed Lachterman are vying for second 
four-year terms. 

Diana and Lachterman are in the minority 
on the five-member board and at times have 
acted as if they still haven’t gotten over Gil-
bert defeating Grace two years ago. As Gil-
bert put it, he extended an olive branch and 
they hit him over the head with it.

Despite the differences, the Town Board 
has primarily functioned well as constituted 
and Diana and Lachterman have been dedi-
cated to many different sectors in the town 
that shouldn’t be overlooked. Petty politics 
aside, they are proven commodities.

The same can’t be said of Democrats 
Sheralyn Goodman and Patricia Sullivan-
Rothberg, both first-time candidates who 
have noteworthy credentials but haven’t 
stood out during the campaign. Like Gilbert, 
they were no-shows at the Chamber of Com-
merce debate, a forum they could have used 
to differentiate themselves from Diana and 
Lachterman.

Gilbert Has Earned Second Term in Yorktown over Capable 
Slater; Diana and Lachterman Also Should Return to Board

There’s no denying that the City of Peek-
skill is on the rise in many ways. No longer 
is there a stigma attached as it has become a 
very desirable place to work, live and play.

Mayor Andre Rainey and the current Com-
mon Council have taken credit for the city’s 
resurgence, but in reality the transformation 
began during the previous administration, 
where a welcoming mat was laid out for inves-
tors and developers and the city’s finances rap-
idly improved.

As a councilman with former Mayor Frank 
Catalina, Vincent “Boo” Vesce played an inte-
gral part in changing the mindset at City Hall 
and lending his managerial and operational 
expertise. He was well respected by his col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle and, thus, 
was effective in debating issues and gaining 
consensus.

After a two-year hiatus, Vesce is now look-
ing to return to City Hall, this time in the may-
oral role, and voters are strongly encouraged 
to hand him the reins on Election Day.

Unlike his father, who served two terms 
as mayor, Vesce is a businessman first, not 

a politician, and that would benefit the coun-
cil greatly, which currently has no one with 
Vesce’s skillset. He is level-headed and fair and 
comes from a pedigree of integrity and hard 
work.

Rainey has certainly exceeded expecta-
tions from his time on the council, where his 
focus was mainly issues with local youth. To 
his credit, he has never lost sight of helping 
young people and bringing a Boys & Girls 
Club to the city, as he is negotiating to accom-
plish, would be an asset to Peekskill.

He has also excelled as a spokesman and 
cheerleader for Peekskill and has had a much 
easier time advancing his agenda than his 
predecessor since the six other councilmem-
bers are of the same mindset and party affili-
ation.

One major issue that Rainey and city of-
ficials mishandled was the controversial 
planned relocation of the Jan Peek homeless 
shelter to Washington Street, which currently 
is on the shelf. Rainey erred in signing a pe-
tition supporting CCHOP’s move since he 
would have had to vote on a required rezoning 

to make the address change happen. His lead-
ership was also subpar in taking control of an 
often-frenzied atmosphere at City Hall during 
the heated debate on the shelter, and he failed 
to disclose the alternative location CCHOP 
was considering when frequently asked.

Overall, Rainey has done a commendable 
job as mayor, but Vesce has the resume, per-
sonality and know-how to do a great job and 
take Peekskill to the next level. 

Common Council Race
Every level of government should have 

checks and balances, and the Common Coun-
cil could benefit from a shakeup.

Of the six candidates in the race for three 
seats, the one standout who should not be 
overlooked by voters is Lauren Brady. Brady 
is the type of candidate every municipality 
would be lucky to have. She’s young, commu-
nity-oriented, personable and a proven com-
modity. She and her sister started a non-profit 
organization that has brought attention to a 
little-known disorder that they have bravely 
championed. She also has been a firecracker 

in her role with the Hudson Valley Gateway 
Chamber of Commerce and is well-versed on 
the needs and wants of local businesses. Her 
potential as an elected official is endless.

One of Brady’s running mates, Luis Seg-
arra, was unsuccessful two years ago running 
for the council but he did not let that discour-
age him, which is a plus for voters. Segarra 
would complement Vesce nicely and he has 
privately shown in the community that he is 
compassionate and has his ears to the ground 
to residents in need.

Of the three incumbent councilwomen 
running, Patricia Riley has shown the most in-
dependence and always treats residents with 
respect. She has proven to be a good listener 
and has a good-natured approach that is con-
tagious. 

Councilwoman Kathleen Talbot should be 
applauded for her environmental awareness 
with climate change and keeping tabs on the 
Indian Point nuclear power plants, while Viv-
ian McKenzie has been consistent with her 
strong convictions. Newcomer Marion Mahon 
has not stood out in what is a capable field.

Vesce Best Equipped to Lead Peekskill to Greater Heights

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
I attended the debate hosted by the 

Yorktown Chamber of Commerce on Octo-
ber 23rd. Supervisor candidate Matt Slater 
was incredibly impressive and proved to be 
the dynamic leader our community needs. 
He was articulate, engaging and focused on 
his vision and plans for Yorktown despite 
his opponent’s absence. For those who 
weren’t there or haven’t seen the video 

here are three things Matt Slater wants to 
tackle: making Yorktown more affordable, 
improving our local environment and mod-
ernizing how our town government oper-
ates. This isn’t just talk, Matt Slater has a 
concrete plan to address each of these and 
more. He recognizes the need to nurture 
a thriving business community to offset 
the crushing tax burden on homeowners. 
He has been endorsed by the New York 

League of Conservation Voters because of 
his accomplishments while working in the 
state legislature and for his commitment 
to making Yorktown a certified climate 
smart community. Finally, Matt wants to 
modernize local government to make it 
easier for homeowners and businesses to 
use. He’s right. In 2019, it’s ridiculous that 
we can’t even get our town pool passes on-
line! For anyone who attended the debate, 

or watches the video online, you will have 
no doubt that you are watching the future 
Supervisor of Yorktown. Matt Slater will 
breathe new life, and renewed confidence, 
that Yorktown’s best days are ahead of us. I 
can’t wait to vote for him and hope all of my 
neighbors do the same.    

Regards,
Thomas J. Huber

Yorktown

Slater Will Breathe New Life Into Yorktown
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Letters Policy
To the Editor:

I was shocked when I read the Examin-
er last week where the Mayor of Peekskill, 
Andre Rainey, said he is “on call 24 hours 
a day,” has “brought more transparency to 
meetings,” and “we create and promote re-
spect.” I am not sure how he could make 
those claims when the last year has been 
littered with the Mayor and Council con-
cealing information, lying to the public, 
and disrespecting residents.  As a Peekskill 
Democrat, I find this unacceptable.

The Mayor actually said at a council 
meeting “I will not have any more meet-
ings with anybody unless its here on Mon-
day nights at a council meeting.”  At every 
City Council meeting, citizens have to wait 
through a 2 hour meeting to address the 
Mayor during the public comment sec-
tion because our Mayor will not respond 
to concerns via email, phone, and other 
communication methods DESPITE his 
claims to be available 24/7.  Just this past 
week, I was one of those citizens because I 
could not get a response about pedestrian 

and child safety concerns on Washington 
St.  The Mayor has created a reputation for 
false promises and being unavailable to the 
public.  Him saying otherwise at a political 
debate is complete fabrication to gain votes.  

I believe Peekskill residents deserve 
elected officials that will get the easy stuff 
done - respond to citizen concerns, pick up 
the phone, answer emails, be honest, and 
treat others with respect.  Instead, this 
mayor has either blatantly lied, or manipu-
lated the truth over and over again — the 
claim that he is available to the public is just 
another example.  

Residents were let down at Dunbar 
Heights when the Mayor promised basic 
heating and cooking for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s last year. We 
were lied to when we were told the Para-
mount was “under renovations”, but the 
shut down was due to financial troubles.  
We were constantly misled when the May-
or wanted to put a homeless shelter on 
Washington St surrounded by homes and 
in front of 2 school bus stops.  He neglected 

to tell us his close political friends were be-
hind the plan who he also appointed to city 
boards that would approve the homeless 
shelter.  To make matters worse, Rainey’s 
campaign promise In 2017 was “I won’t 
ever become a politician that manipulates 
and lies to the people of the community, to 
the seniors or the voters.  I believe a sin-
gle lie can destroy an entire reputation of 
integrity.”  

Peekskill has an opportunity to vote 
on November 5th (early voting starting 
October 26th).  Mayor Rainey’s opponent, 
Vincent Vesce, was a councilman for 4 
years and has already committed for the 
first time to have Mayoral office hours and 
proved during his time on council that he’s 
responsive, honest, and respectful.  He has 
also put together a bi-partisan team with 
a strategic plan to begin implementing on 
day 1. Peekskill deserves better, Peekskill 
needs the Vesce team and elected officials 
we can trust.  

Lindsey Fitzgerald
Democrat & Peekskill Resident 

Peekskill Needs Vesce and His Team

Thanks for Confidence from Voters
Dear Neighbors:

You elected me and a new Democratic 
majority to the Village of Croton Board of 
Trustees to a two-year term in November 
2017. That means I will be on the ballot this 
November. We have accomplished quite a 
few things over the last two years, these 
include:

1.	 Back to back budgets with tax 
levy growth of less than ½ %.

2.	 The addition of our first electric 

vehicle to the Village fleet and installation 
of electric charging stations at the train sta-
tion and municipal building.

3.	 The addition of a bilingual park 
ranger, a bilingual police officer and female 
police officer to our Village team to better 
serve a diverse public.

I truly appreciate the confidence you 
have placed in me and the opportunity to 
serve you--it has truly been an honor to 
serve as the Mayor of my hometown. I will 

continue to do my best to serve the resi-
dents of the Village.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5th-
-if you would like to vote early you can cast 
a ballot at Peekskill City Hall--more infor-
mation of early voting can be found at Vo-
teEarlyNY.org.  

Brian Pugh
Croton Mayor

The region is losing two longtime rep-
resentatives on the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators with the retirements 
of Michael Kaplowitz and John Testa, who 
combined have 32 years of experience fight-
ing for constituents in the northern end of 
the county, which often is overlooked with 
funding and services.

Replacing them will be a challenge, but 
District 1, where Testa serves in Peekskill, 
Cortlandt and Yorktown, shouldn’t miss a 
beat if voters elect Frank Catalina.

Catalina, a well-established attorney 
in Peekskill for the last 38 years, served 
four years as mayor from 2014 to 2017 and 
helped set the tone for all the praise the 
city has been receiving. He demonstrated 
he could work effectively on a bi-partisan 
council where he was in the minority, as 
he would be if elected to the Democratic-
controlled Board of Legislators.

Catalina is articulate and won’t shy away 

from a debate. He will certainly make his 
presence felt in White Plains.

On the other hand, his opponent, Colin 
Smith, has served the last two years on the 
Peekskill Common Council and has not 
stood out in any way, choosing instead to 
blend in with the Democratic majority.

Smith, also a lawyer, has good intentions 
and worked well on the Peekskill Board 
of Education for six years, but Catalina is 
clearly the better choice to excel on the 
county level.

In District 4, which covers Yorktown, 
New Castle and parts of Somers, Vedat 
Gashi, an attorney, gets the nod over an-
other attorney, former Yorktown Supervi-
sor Michael Grace.

Gashi is personable and appears capa-
ble of getting up to speed quickly on issues. 
His common sense approach will serve him 
well at the county level. Meanwhile, Grace 
said he has no problem shortchanging in-

frastructure needs and depleting reserves. 
His opposition to the Immigrant Protec-
tion Act, which basically only prevents 
the county from using its law enforcement 
resources to enforce federal immigration 
laws, is also puzzling.

In District 9, Ossining, Croton-on-Hud-
son and parts of Cortlandt, Peekskill and 
Briarcliff Manor have been well-served 
by Legislator Catherine Borgia for the last 
eight years.

Borgia hit her stride as Majority Leader 
on the board for several years and is cur-
rently chairperson of the board’s Budget & 
Appropriations Committee. She is a tireless 
worker and dedicated representative.

Republican Robert Outhouse is looking 
to oust Borgia for the second time but has 
not presented enough convincing argu-
ments to demonstrate he would represent 
the district better than the incumbent.

Catalina, Gashi, Borgia Best Choices 
for County Board Seats

Endorsements

Letters to the Editor
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
If you follow national politics, you know 

we live in a world with two realities. On any 
given day, depending on which cable news 
program you watch, you see two totally dif-
ferent versions of the very same events.

In many ways, it’s no different in York-
town, just on a smaller scale with letters to 
the editor, campaign mailers and social me-
dia ads presenting two very different reali-
ties of what’s happening in Yorktown.

It’s one thing for candidates to make 
promises: I’ll keep taxes down. I’ll protect 
your quality of life, etc., etc. We’re used to 

that. But it’s different, very different, when 
candidates knowingly and deliberately dis-
tort the truth. Sadly, that’s what’s been hap-
pening in this campaign.

A recent Republican mailer accuses Su-
pervisor Gilbert of increasing our property 
taxes. An astounding statement as the su-
pervisor has only one vote on a five mem-
ber Town Board — and the two Republican 
councilmen on the Town Board, Tom Diana 
and Ed Lachterman, also voted to raise our 
property taxes.

The same mailer also accuses the Su-
pervisor Gilbert of “squeezing” taxpayers 

when he “bought himself a taxpayer-fund-
ed car.” Shocking.  Except for the fact that 
town supervisors, along with highway su-
perintendents and department heads, have 
traditionally had town cars at their disposal 
in lieu of getting reimbursed for mileage 
when they use their own car when on town 
business. That’s why, over the years, elect-
ed officials from both parties have voted to 
purchase these vehicles.

I’m a registered Democrat but in local 
elections I‘ve always voted for the best can-
didate, regardless of party affiliation. Many 
readers may remember that in 2009 I ran as 

a Republican for town supervisor because I 
didn’t think the Democratic candidate was 
qualified. The town’s well-being took prec-
edence over partisan politics. 

I don’t necessarily agree with every-
thing Supervisor Gilbert has done in his 
short tenure as supervisor. But I respect 
him for his honesty and integrity. That’s 
more than I can say for his Republican op-
ponent and his Republican colleagues on 
the Town Board. Issues change, but hon-
esty and integrity are constants.

Susan Siegel

Two Realities: Which One Is True?

To the Editor:
For weeks now I’ve been reading that 

Matt Slater cares about Yorktown; well so 
does all other supervisor and town board 
candidates—both democrat & republican. 
I’ve read that Matt slater has a vision, but 
so do all other candidates. And all have 
been published in the promotional materi-
als.

I’ve also read that Matt Slater has a list of 
accomplishments, but the list is very short. 
He claims credit for a total of three accom-
plishments jointly with ex-Senator Murphy. 
We don’t know his past work history, ex-
cept that he was chief of staff for senator 
Murphy who was voted out of office.

Finally, I recently read that Supervisor 

Gilbert is trying to claim credit for the new 
Caremount building.  That building, along 
with the empty spaces it created in 3 ex-
isting buildings, belongs to ex-supervisor 
Grace….with whom Matt Slater is aligned. 
The Caremount building is located on par-
cels of land that ex Supervisor Grace and 
ex-Senator Murphy owned but sold to the 
developer of the building. So let’s see, Mur-
phy & Grace were either directly or indi-
rectly part of the approval process for the 
Caremount building, Murphy and Grace 
owned & sold the land that the building 
was built on creating vacant space in 3 oth-
er buildings and Matt Slater is their Man.  

 Sam Rosenfeld
Yorktown

Connecting the Dots with 
Slater in Yorktown

To the Editor:
Supervisor Lanny Gilbert has done so 

much already for the Town of Yorktown.  
And I read that Yorktown Town Supervi-
sor Gilbert has had discussions with Spec-
tra Energy, resulting in donations to great 
causes here in Yorktown.

In response to discussions between 
Supervisor Gilbert and Spectra Energy, 

the Yorktown Teen Center has received a 
$2,500 donation, and the Alliance for Safe 
Kids has received a $2,500 donation.

Previously discussions between Super-
visor Gilbert and Spectra Energy resulted 
in a donation of $5,000 to the Alliance for 
Safe Kids.

Spectra Energy has now finished their 
work in town.  Due to Lanny Gilbert’s in-

tervention, they have donated funding to 
local organizations that help the youth of 
our town.

And let’s not forget that Supervisor Gil-
bert had negotiated with Spectra Energy, 
when that company was not going to meet 
the deadline of completion of the pipeline 
project.  Lanny Gilbert convinced Spectra 
Energy to make payments of $350,000 a 

month to the Town of Yorktown until com-
pletion of the project.  Some of this money 
has gone for much needed infrastructure 
projects in Yorktown. 

Bravo Lanny Gilbert, for working so 
hard to help make Yorktown a better place.  

 Sincerely,
 Andrea Black Jeffries

Gilbert Has Worked to Make Yorktown a Better Place

To the Editor:
I was present at the two scheduled po-

litical debates held at the Yorktown Stage 
in Yorktown on Monday, October 21st and 
Wednesday, October 23rd.

The comments made by the Republi-
can candidates vying for the positions of 
Westchester County Legislator (2), York-
town Justice, Yorktown Supervisor, York-
town Councilmember (2) and Yorktown 
Clerk were informative and civil. The mod-
erators, one republican and one democrat 
asked focused and neutral questions of the 
candidates for Legislator, Supervisor and 
Councilmember. 

Due to the impartiality required of judg-
es, no questions were asked of the candi-

date for Town Justice. No questions were 
directed to the candidate for Town Clerk. 

The Democratic Party candidates de-
clined to appear at either of the debates and 
therefore did not make any comments or 
answer any questions. The Yorktown Dem-
ocratic Party chose to boycott the debates. 
In my opinion the policy of the Yorktown 
Democratic Party to boycott the debates 
was an insult to every voting person in 
Yorktown. Actually the failure to appear at 
the debates was an insult to every resident 
of Yorktown and to the news media which 
covers Yorktown.

Jay Kopstein
Yorktown Heights

Democrats Boycotting 
Debates Was an Insult to 

Residents in Yorktown

To the Editor:
“I like to see a man proud of the place 

in which he lives. I like to see a man live so 
that his place will be proud of him.” ~Abra-
ham Lincoln

I can think of no greater quote to de-
scribe my husband, Matt Slater, Candidate 
for Yorktown Supervisor.

When Matt came to me to ask what I 
thought about him running for Supervisor, 
I must admit, newly pregnant and tired, I 
was hesitant. I asked him if I could sleep 

on it. I stayed in bed for 15 minutes and 
then came out. “Do it” was all I said. Be-
ing pregnant, with our second baby wasn’t 
a deterrent but a motivation because this 
is our town, this is where we have chosen 
to raise our children, we are invested, and 
something has to change. 

We have a vested interest in the future 
of this community. We now have two amaz-
ing children we are raising here, Charlie, 
4 and Elizabeth, just 8 weeks. Matt is do-
ing this for them, he is doing this for all 

the children of Yorktown; for all of our resi-
dents, because, while I said this was a fam-
ily decision, Yorktown IS OUR FAMILY. He 
knows there is a lot of work that needs to 
be done, but he has never shied away from 
that, in fact, it motivates him. There is so 
much we love about this community but 
so much more we see that can make it an 
even better place. Matt knows that and with 
his leadership our best days will be ahead 
of us. Our family is so proud of his willing-
ness to serve and lead Yorktown. We are 

proud of the campaign he has run focused 
on Yorktown’s future for our families, sen-
iors and businesses. And harkening back to 
President Lincoln’s quote above: We know 
that Matt will make everyone proud to call 
Yorktown home.

Sincerely,
Kellie Slater

Yorktown

Slater Can Make Yorktown a Better Place

Small News is BIG News - 914-864-0878
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Yorktown Voters,
To many of you, the identity of our Town 

Clerk is not familiar to you. You just know 
how smoothly things operate in this office.  
The reason we can readily get a marriage 
license, have a ceremony, get our handi-
cap stickers, dog licenses, fishing permits, 
vendor permits, and many other things that 
make it so pleasant to live in Yorktown, is 

largely due to Ms. Diana Quast, our Town 
Clerk.

Diana Quast is a Paul Harris Fellow-
ship recipient. She wrote the grant appli-
cation and pushed for the creation of our 
Yorktown Special Needs recreation area 
at Granite Knolls, she is a past president 
and member of the Rotary Club.  Diana 
has served as Deputy Town Clerk for years 

before taking office as Town Clerk. Diana 
holds degrees in Town Administration and 
has devoted her time and effort to York-
town , sometimes with very little recogni-
tion for the work she has done! Always un-
assuming, Diana serves us with no desire 
to seek our applause or accolades but com-
pletes her work for Yorktown graciously, 
with knowledge and dedication. No one 

deserves to be re-elected more than Diana 
Quast.  I might add, she has been an effec-
tive Town Clerk under both Republican and 
Democratic Town Supervisors, so no mat-
ter what your party affiliation, she deserves 
your vote, Yorktown!

Thank you for your consideration!
Kathie Offner

Quast Deserves to be Reelected in Yorktown

To the Editor:
 Mayor Rainey, and Common Council 

members Talbot, McKenzie and Riley are 
rebuilding Peekskill for the 21st Century. 
Their success has been enlisting the people 
of our city in this movement. 

Have you looked around Peekskill 
lately? From increasing market rates and 
mixed income housing to the number and 
diversity of industries and jobs. From ad-
dressing climate change, to extending the 
riverfront trailways, and increasing park-
lands. From attracting young families and 
visitors to vibrant, walkable downtown to 

improving riverfront districts. 
 Solid management is working. From a 

positive working relationship with our City 
Manager and City Planner, to partnering 
with our highly qualified city staff.  From 
reducing our debt burden and expanding 
our tax base, to a new city budget with a 
1.07% tax increase under the cap. From 
State and Federal grants for infrastructure 
upgrades to improving streetscapes.  From 
more policemen, firemen, and a new Cen-
tral Firehouse to being the 21st safest city 
in NYS.

 On Park Street, across from La Placita, 

read the mural “What Matters.” People 
matter.  Experience and leadership mat-
ter.  To see what is meant by this: engage 
by attending council meetings or watching 
meeting videos on the city website, (click 
on City Manager Update.)  Attend the Oct. 
30 planning meeting on the $10 million dol-
lar grant for the Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative (DRI).  NYS consultants have 
oversight, projects will be prioritized by the 
committee and the community by March 
2020. Come to learn and participate - 10 
million dollars and 10 million ideas.   

On November 5, vote for the Demo-

cratic slate, Row A, because Mayor Rainey, 
Deputy Mayor Kathie Talbot, Council-
women Vivian McKenzie and Patricia Ri-
ley have shown that in the long run, hard 
work and playing the long game is best for 
us all.  Learn more at   WWW.PEEKSKILL-
PROGRESS.COM.

Early voting has already started and to 
learn more call 1-888-OUR VOTE or visit 
www.peekskilldems.com.

Carla Rae Johnson
Resident of Peekskill for 28 years

Mayor Rainey and Team are Rebuilding Peekskill

To the Editor:
A beautiful Sunday at the Yorktown 

Street Fair was hijacked by the intrusion 
of the Summit Hill developers, Diversified 
Properties, who set up camp as a vendor 
so Yorktown residents could be given pens, 
proposals and propaganda about how 150 
rental units would benefit the Town. It ap-

peared there was no doubt in their mind 
that they will get the Town Board rezoning 
approval that the taxpayers can’t afford, the 
neighboring owners don’t want and ALL of 
Yorktown homeowners will be burdened 
with the tax increase. Why else would they 
state “they would be breaking ground in 
the Fall of 2020.” Do they know something 

we don’t?? Sounds like a “done deal.” Ven-
dors and contractors have already been ap-
proached for estimates for future work on 
the project! This is in stark contradiction 
to what Diana Quast, Town Clerk, stated at 
the Town Board meeting on July 16, 2019 
that the developers had put their applica-
tion “on hold.” 

According to the Yorktown News, April 
18, 2019, regarding trying to secure an ac-
cess road for this development to go for-
ward, besides rezoning that has not been 
approved to date, “Town Supervisor Ilan 
Gilbert said he is willing to assist in these 
discussions to make this connection. Mr. 
Steinmentz (attorney for the developers) 
said his client would be ‘delighted’ to make 
it happen.”   

As stated in the Yorktown News, April 
5, 2018, “Alice Roker said this development 
would give the hamlet the ‘shot in the arm 
that it desperately needs.’ ” Councilwoman 
Roker, that arm is reaching into the York-
town taxpayers’ wallets. What are the tax 
savings to the developers? This would ac-
tually mean higher taxes to Yorktown resi-
dents due to a tax abatement that more than 
likely would be granted. Tax abatements, 
subsidized by Yorktown taxpayers, could 
last for 5, 10, 15 years or longer relieving 
the developers of that financial burden and 
passing that burden on to the Yorktown tax-
payers. AGAIN!

Louise DeMarco 
Brian Sillik 

Jeanne Troiano

Summit Hill Project in Yorktown Sounds Like a Done Deal

To the Editor:
I have known Maritza Fugaro-Norton for 

almost 20 years.  I first met her when she was 
attending law school and am proud to have 
seen her numerous achievements over the 
years.  Maritza is very much a go-getter and 
determined to pursue her aspiration which 
is to become Cortlandt Town Justice.  She 
has worked hard over the years and has cre-
ated her own career path which has led her 
to this point.  In addition to her strong work 
ethic, Maritza is compassionate, personable, 
energetic and good-tempered.  Maritza is a 
spouse, mother of three young children, full 

time attorney, volunteer and she does all this 
with grace and composure.  She is an incred-
ible role model for the young women in our 
community.

If elected, Maritza would be the first 
Latina justice in Cortlandt.  As a Hispanic 
women myself, I would be extremely proud 
to have our Hispanic community so well 
represented.  Maritza Fugaro-Norton is the 
change Cortlandt needs and deserves your 
vote for Cortlandt Town Justice.  

Sincerely,
Martha Taboada

Cortlandt

Fugaro-Norton Deserves Vote 
for Cortlandt Town Justice

To the Editor:
I have been trying to get the Yorktown 

Democrats to at least debate the issues. 
Yes, I mostly vote Republican, but I am a 
very fair person of common sense. I was 
doing this as a citizen. When I moved to 
Yorktown, I loved the small-town debates 
including the lawn signs and local paper. 
Well I went to both “debates” sponsored by 
the Yorktown Chamber of Commerce and 
it is sad that Mr. Gashi had time to attend 
the New Castle debate on Wednesday,  Oct. 
23 but could not find the time to debate in 
his own town, Yorktown’s County Debate 
on Monday, Oct 21. On Wednesday, Oct 
23, people running to be re-elected in York-
town Town Hall attended the New Castle 
Debate as spectators and DID NOT attend 
the debate they were invited to participate 
in tonight at The Yorktown Stage. Is that 
right? What a slap in the face of the York-
town Voters. This is puzzling and disap-
pointing. Who is wielding the big stick in 

the Yorktown Democrat Party keeping eve-
ryone away? Everyone on the Democrat 
slate apparently agreed not to debate at the 
YCC Debate, even the new candidates that 
are unknowns.  

 BTW: The questions were very fair. 
There were no personal attacks on the 
Democrats by anyone on stage. No one 
blamed Mr. Gilbert for the K-Mart closing 
or the empty storefronts. The only thing 
mentioned at the beginning by both mod-
erators and candidates was disappointment 
that the other side did not show up to jus-
tify their claims about the Republicans and 
to explain their vision. As you have heard, 
to succeed in something, 80% is about just 
showing up and it was sad that anyone that 
came out looking to hear from Democrats 
did not even get to see their candidates in 
a debate forum. Regardless of your party, it 
is not right and is a shame.

 Stephen Schaefer
Yorktown

Yorktown Dems Not 
Debating A Slap in the 

Face to Voters
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
In November Putnam Valley will vote on 

the PV Library referendum. Why should 
taxpayers be asked to do this? Because 
Public libraries like the PV library play an 
essential role in providing safe, accessible, 
and 100% free educational resource centers 
for every member in the community. 

Since January, the number of visits to 
the library has reached approximately 
25,000. The reasons behind these visits 
are varied and diverse: the director of the 
senior center who picks up items for the 
seniors’ book club; seniors who utilize the 
library’s e-book and e-audiobook collection 
via Library-provided Kindles; residents tak-

ing advantage of Tech Help hours; young 
patrons who attend library programs like 
Babytime that help meet a critical need for 
early literacy education. 

As the school library services have been 
diminished (only the High School has both 
a library and state certified librarian; the 
Elementary School has a library room, no 
staff; the Middle School has no library), 
the PV library staff have collaborated with 
teachers by fostering students’ research 
and language learning, information literacy, 
technology and art education, and provid-
ing digital resources such as e-audiobooks 
for struggling readers, saving tax money 
by centralizing services. Children’s library 

programs create learning for kids and con-
nections for parents. The “Universal Class” 
offers continuing education credits for any-
one with a library card. 

With sustainable funding, the Putnam 
Valley Library will be able to fulfill its long-
range goals including: meeting patrons’ 
demands for expanded access to informa-
tion and resources; providing free access 
to 24/7 resources including online courses 
and streaming video; expanding technol-
ogy and STEM offerings; improving book, 
media, and digital collections; improving 
the library’s accessibility and services for 
all members of the community. 

Throughout all the community con-

versations the library hosted this spring, 
three main themes emerged: connection, 
communication, and accessibility. Putnam 
Valley residents want more access to in-
formation, to places, and to other people. 
With the passage of the 414, the Putnam 
Valley Library will be able to fulfill its goals 
and meet residents’ ever-growing needs, 
and perhaps most importantly in a town as 
spread out as ours, remain a center of cru-
cial community connection. 

So on Election Day, flip over the ballot 
and VOTE YES on Prop 1! 

Leslie Martin

Vote Yes on PV Library Referendum

To the Editor:
We do not need the creation of a new 

sewer district to save Lake Lincolndale and 
Shenorock.  This is a false choice.  The town 
has other options and funds to dredge the 
lakes and restore the eco balance.  Instead, 
the Board went ahead and spent our taxpayer 
money on Sewer Studies and Engineering re-
ports in which they selectively chose what in-
formation to include and exclude.  All of this 
was done without first polling us regarding 
“our interests”.  Then, they even hired a PR/
Marketing Firm for $13K to promote their 
agenda, UNFAIR! 

The Town Board wants to create The Dis-
trict without an Impact Study which would tell 
homeowners exactly how the sewer connec-
tion would impact their property.  Once the 
sewer district is approved, they will be dig-
ging up our roads and properties for years.  
Your property rights could be compromised 
with easements, and you will be “subjugated” 
to The District’s regulations.  They will be al-
tering the face of our land in “unimaginable” 
ways, as we helplessly stand by and watch.  It 
will be too late to stop them, and the changes 
will be permanent.  We are opening Pando-
ra’s Box. 

The new sewer district is not free and “es-

timated” costs do not reflect “actual” costs.  
Data provided by the Town Board has re-
vealed many errors and flaws.  No one knows 
exactly how much it will cost.  

•	 You will pay to add Water Backup 
& Service Line coverage to your insurance 
policy (if you can), just in case the sewer sys-
tem backs up into your house.

•	 You may need to pay to have your 
house “RE-PIPED” in order for wastewater to 
flow in the direction of the sewer connection.  
VERY EXPENSIVE PLUMBING.

•	 Grinder pumps may have to be in-
stalled on your property if you sit below street 
level.  Pumps last approx. 10 yrs.

•	 You are responsible to repair & 
maintain the piping from your house to the 
sewer main.

Collectively, we become “financially re-
sponsible” for the infrastructure of the entire 
new sewer district, as well as a pipeline that 
runs all the way to Peekskill where the sew-
age plant exists, a long distance.  We will have 
no control over the costs of maintenance & 
repairs, and just like a “Time Share” you can-
not get out of it.  The financing of the sewer 
district is not secured, and the Board is de-
pending on grant money to contain the costs.  
Ridgefield, CT did too, but when they did not 

get their grant money, their prices spiked 
60%!  

There’s a lot of confusion and contradic-
tions over how much things cost, and who 
pays for what.  So, what exactly are the terms 
and conditions of the Somers Sewer District?  
They are not definitive.  We are basically be-
ing “coerced” into a contractual agreement 
without knowing the precise terms and con-
ditions; especially the financing.  We might 
as well give them a blank check!!  The Board 
Members can walk away from The District, 
but we are stuck with the tab and the irre-
versible changes.  Unfortunately, some peo-
ple may not be able to afford to stay in their 
homes…

Friends and neighbors, the new sewer 
district is a “radical” proposal being pushed 
on us by people who think they know what 
is better for us than we do.  The Town Board 
even tried to “bypass” our RIGHT TO VOTE 

on this project.  What was that all about?  This 
is a critical moment in time for us…We must 
protect our freedom and independence as 
property owners.  Please consider that just 
maybe the “price” of a new sewer district is 
much too high…

We are all blessed to live in this little piece 
of paradise.  We choose to be here because 
of the beauty and natural surroundings.  It 
would be a big mistake not to preserve the 
integrity of our land, and our right to con-
trol what happens to it.  After Peach Lake 
adopted a sewer system, a mini building 
boom ensued.  But residents in other local 
towns wisely rejected sewers.  Ironically, it is 
our septic systems & wells that protect our 
neighborhoods from over-development.  This 
is a badly flawed plan.  Please take the time to 
reflect upon all that you will be giving away.

Marion Murtha, 
Somers

Protect Your Freedom and Independence 
as Property Owners

To the Editor:
I am sitting here looking at a piece of 

campaign literature telling me we should 
“…make history together by electing more 
women to the Yorktown Town Board.” “We 
made history as a nation. Now let’s do it as 
a community.” That is not what elections are 
about. Elections should not be a contest on 
who can have the most women on the Town 

Board, but what are your qualifications & 
what are you going to do for the residents 
of Yorktown. It would have been helpful if 
these women, along with the rest of their 
slate, had agreed to the Yorktown Chamber 
of Commerce Debate.  We could then vote 
based on knowing what their plans are, not 
on what their gender is.

Jean Klaus

Gender Should Not Be 
Deciding Factor in 
Yorktown Election

Gilbert Failed Residents 
by Refusing to Debate

To the Editor:
Supervisor Gilbert’s refusal to appear at 

the debate hosted by the Yorktown Cham-
ber of Commerce is not only disappointing 
but, displays bewildering behavior for a 
supposed leader, as well. Why, for example, 
was he in the audience at the New Castle 
League of Women Voters debate when he 
should have been on stage in Yorktown? Is 
he thinking about running in New Castle? 
Whatever his reasoning, for the time being, 
Mr. Gilbert is the Supervisor of Yorktown 
and has an obligation to appear at a public 
forum specific to Yorktown and answer 
questions from his constituents and share 
his views to them. This is what he signed 
up for and what is expected of him as our 
supervisor. Instead, he hides in New Cas-
tle. 

Debates are like interviews, and we 
have all been on interviews. I have also 

conducted many interviews and I can tell 
you that I have never given a job to some-
one who failed to show up for the interview. 
And, that is exactly what Supervisor Gil-
bert did - he failed to show up; he failed to 
defend his record; and, he failed to vie for 
the job.  

Mr. Gilbert has raised taxes, increased 
spending and left more than a million dol-
lars in state grants on the table. Instead of 
putting our parks and recreation programs 
online he purchased a new car for himself. 
He knows that his record is indefensible 
and that is the real reason he hid in New 
Castle rather than face the people he is 
supposed to represent. Supervisor Gilbert 
does not deserve a job he won’t even inter-
view for. On Tuesday, please show him the 
door.     

David DeNapoli
Yorktown
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Our United States Senator Chuck 

Schumer has endorsed Mayor Andre 
Rainey for Mayor of Peekskill and praised 
his work with the Common Council by writ-
ing: “There isn’t a person in New York State 
who would not be impressed with Mayor 
Rainey’ s dynamic leadership and Peekskill’ 
s emerging renaissance. He has certainly 

earned a second-term.”
“The City’s finances are in strong shape, 

there is balanced housing development tar-
geted to residents of all income levels, and 
Peekskill’s reputation as a destination con-
tinues to grow.  I couldn’t be more pleased 
to endorse him and his entire team for re-
election.”

I agree with Schumer’s assessment of 

Peekskill’s continuing success under Dem-
ocratic leadership.  Some folks would like 
you to forget that our city’s government 
has been led by a Democratic majority 
since 2008. While I have nothing against bi-
partisanship, our local Republicans haven’t 
shown much progress on that front during 
all the years I have lived here.

We have a proven, winning team in 

place. Why mess with success? 
Vote Row A to keep the ball rolling with 

Rainey, Talbot, Riley and McKenzie. And 
for a change, let’s add a Democrat repre-
senting us in the County Legislature, Colin 
Smith.

Darren Rigger
Former Councilman 

for the City of Peekskill

Peekskill Has a Winning Team in Place

To the Editor:
Since 2008 when the Democrats gained 

a majority on the city council, Peekskill 
has become a model city when it comes to 
sustainability. The current administration 
launched a citywide energy audit that will 
reduce carbon emissions by 1,100 tons per 
year and save taxpayers $222,736 per year 

in energy costs. 
 The city is now part of Westchester 

Power, a not-for-profit bulk energy buying 
consortium, to provide green, lower-cost 
electricity for city residents.

 And in a site that will become as familiar 
to us all as gas stations now are, we now 
have two electric vehicle charging stations 

for the public to use. This is the future, here 
for us now.

Mayor Rainey, Deputy Mayor Kathie 
Talbot, and Councilwomen Vivian McKen-
zie and Patricia Riley have demonstrated 
that vision, hard work and planning for the 
future pays off.

Peekskill is the envy of other Hudson 

River cities. Keep progress going by voting 
for the Democratic slate on November 5.  

Early voting has already started.  Learn 
where and when to vote early by calling 
1-888-OUR VOTE or visit www.peekskill-
dems.com.

 John Mucciolo

Peekskill Has a Clear Choice

To the Editor:
With the General Election fast ap-

proaching we, as local attorneys who ap-
pear on a regular basis before Judge Mc-
Carthy, would strongly recommend to the 
residents of the Town of Cortlandt that 
they vote to re-elect Judge McCarthy on 
November 5th.  We are not from any one 
political party and are not affiliated with any 
particular political philosophy or ideology. 
Plainly and simply, we know from personal 
experience that Judge Dan McCarthy has 
a proven track record over the last twelve 
years as a Town Justice for the Town of 
Cortlandt and we firmly believe that he is 
the best, most qualified and most experi-
enced candidate for that particular position.

Judge McCarthy is both well-known and 
well respected in the legal community.  We 

have always found him to be fair, reasonable, 
well informed and extremely knowledgeable 
with regard to the various cases and other 
matters that he handles on a daily basis.  He 
treats all individuals who come before him 
with dignity and respect.  He possesses the 
necessary and appropriate judicial tempera-
ment to mete out justice fairly and objective-
ly but with compassion and consideration.

The re-election of Dan McCarthy to the 
position of Cortlandt Town Justice is well 
deserved and would clearly and unequivo-
cally be in the best interests of the residents 
of the Town of Cortlandt. Accordingly, we 
wholeheartedly endorse Judge McCarthy 
and ask you to vote for him on November 
5th regardless of your political affiliation or 
political philosophy. 

Charles J. Scheld, Esq.             

Ingrid O’Sullivan, Esq.
Frank A. Catalina, Esq. 

Angela Zagreda, Esq.
Philip Hersh, Esq.

Patricia Moro,  Esq.
Jay Sherman, Esq.

Jessica Hugel, Esq.
Robert Nachamie, Esq.

Kim Demers, Esq.
Bruce Bendish, Esq.

John Hersh, Esq.
Jeffrey Chartier, Esq.

Andrea Rendo, Esq.
Andrea Catalina, Esq.
Cristina DaSilva, Esq.
William Fleming, Esq.

             James Timko, Esq.
Andrew Rubin, Esq.

Carly Lynch-McGuire, Esq.

Jonathan Moses, Esq.
Sofia Dee, Esq.

             Gary Rick, Esq.
Stephen P. Dewey, Esq.

Gerald Zuckerman, Esq.
Robert Hersh, Esq.

Roseann Kitson Schuyler,  
Esq.

John C. Sullivan, Esq.
Peter J. Schuyler, Esq.
Doreen Sullivan, Esq.
Jeffrey L. Hersh, Esq.

Nancy J. Marrone, Esq.
Glen Malia, Esq.

Howard Pearle, Esq.
Luke Hilpert, Esq.

Charles Rubenstein, Esq.
David Garcia, Esq.

Michael Grace, Esq.

Local Attorneys Support Judge McCarthy 
for Re-Election

To the Editor:
I received a handwritten post card in the 

mail from Judge Dan McCarthy’s opponent 
claiming “we need change” in “Cortland” 
and asking for my support.  She didn’t say 
what change or why change is needed (and 
also misspelled the name of our Town!).  I 
find such vague slogans as generally unper-
suasive, and particularly so when no reason 
is given to change something that is work-
ing well.

I have known Judge Dan McCarthy and 
his family for many years and can person-
ally vouch for his outstanding character, 

and the many good things he has done for 
the people of our community.  Dan is dedi-
cated to his job as Town Judge and exhibits 
a genuine concern and care for the people 
who appear in court, as well as the impact 
his decisions have on our Town.

I urge residents in our Town to reject 
empty calls for change, and re-elect a Judge 
with a proven record of exemplary service 
to our community – vote for Judge Dan Mc-
Carthy.

Robert Kelleher
Verplanck

McCarthy Has a Proven 
Record of Exemplary Service To the Editor:

A for Awesome Peekskill
Bantham Tools and more commercial 

growth
Central Fire House
Downtown Revitalization Initiative
Energy conscious
Fort Hill Park expansion
Grants galore
Honeywell Contract energy savings
Infrastructure improvements
Judicious fiscal management
Kiley Center partnership for our youth
LED lighting energy saving
Main Street Lofts and more residential 

expansion
N New and newly painted pedestrian 

crosswalks
Outdated computers replaced
Police Chief Halmy and 3 new police of-

ficers
Questions answered
Respect for City Staff and Seniors
Sewer and Stormwater study
Transparency an easy-access city web-

site, user-friendly online Council meetings 
videos

Upbeat city
Vibrant downtown 
Waterfront with expanded walks
X-citing for visitors
Youth initiatives
Zillion ideas  
Let’s keep our city’s progress moving.  

Vote Row A on November 5th for Mayor 
Rainey, Councilwomen McKenzie, Talbot, 
and Riley and Colin Smith for County Leg-
islator.

Linda Wildman 
Resident of Peekskill

26 Reasons to Vote Row 
A on Election Day
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Come to a FREE MVP Medicare Seminar near you. Compare MVP Medicare plans, find the one that makes the 
most sense for your needs, and learn how you can earn a $100 gift card for health and wellness activities.

The annual election period for MVP Health Care Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15–Dec. 7, 2019. MVP Health Plan, Inc. is 
an HMO-POS/PPO/MSA organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal.
Y0051_4476_M

To reserve your spot, call 1-833-368-4619 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220)
Monday–Friday, 8 am–6 pm Eastern Time. 
October 1–March 31, Saturdays, 8 am–12 pm.

Or visit MovetoMVP.com/compare
For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call 1-833-368-4619.

You’ll be amazed at what MVP packs  
into a $0 Medicare Advantage plan.

Putnam County
Brewster Open Door
155 Main Street, Brewster
Monday, November 11, 2019 10 am

Mahopac Public Library
668 Route 6, Mahopac
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 11 am

Thursday, November 14, 2019 5:30 pm

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 11 am

Town of Patterson Recreation Center
65 Front Street, Patterson
Thursday, November 14, 2019 11 am

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 10 am

Monday, December 2, 2019 2 pm

Westchester County
Jefferson Valley Mall Community Room 
(Next to Mall Management Office)
650 Lee Boulevard, Yorktown Heights
Friday, November 1, 2019 5 pm

Friday, November 8, 2019 4 pm

White Plains Galleria Mall (Community Room)
100 Main Street, White Plains
Monday, November 4, 2019 5 pm

Friday, November 15, 2019 10 am

Friday, December 6, 2019 3 pm
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By Rick Pezzullo

Yorktown Supervisor Ilan Gilbert is 
proud of what he feels he has accomplished 
in his first term in office and he’s hopeful 
of getting voter approval on November 5 to 
serve another two years.

“I’m not sitting on my hands. I have a 
lot of vision,” Gilbert said. “I am enthused 

in what I have 
accompl i shed . 
I hope people 
perceive me as 
a calming influ-
ence. I believe 
I’m measured in 
what I do, and I 
try to keep the 
town civil.”

Gilbert, 63, a 
Yorktown resi-
dent since 1991, 
worked as a court 
attorney/referee 
for 35 years be-
fore retiring in 

2017. He served five years as a Yorktown 
Town Justice and spent 12 years as a mem-
ber and chairman of the Yorktown Conser-
vation Board.

Challenging Gilbert is Republican Matt 
Slater, 33, a lifelong Yorktown resident, 

former chief of staff for State Senator Ter-
rence Murphy and currently a project ad-
ministrator for the Westchester County 
Board of Elections.

A former soccer player and track run-
ner at Yorktown High School, Slater said he 
wasn’t planning to run for elected office but 
felt compelled this year to give it a shot.

“I do not feel the town is going in the 
right direction. I felt it was time to stand 
up,” said Slater, the married father of two 
young children. “I think the town is really 
searching for its soul again. Yorktown is a 
great community. I believe in all the poten-
tial of this town.”

Gilbert said he has fostered transparen-
cy and open government by televising work 
sessions and moving the often lively Cour-
tesy of the Floor portion of Town Board 
meetings to the beginning.

When he took office, Gilbert said he 
was saddled with many projects that were 
neglected by the previous administration, 
such as replacing roofs at Town Hall, the 
Police Department and the Courthouse, 
replacing the failing air conditioning sys-
tem at the Police Department, refurbish-
ing several tennis courts, replacing three 
sewer pump stations, installing generators 
at Town Hall and the Highway Garage and 
purchasing needed equipment.

There were also some pressing matters 
dealing with the Lowe’s project and the ring 
road to the Jefferson Valley Mall that he be-
lieved were “mishandled” and required him 
to intervene.

Slater accused Gilbert of stopping the 
mall from expanding and preventing other 
projects from advancing.

“They haven’t done anything. You 
haven’t seen the ball move down the field,” 
Slater said. “It shouldn’t be a Democratic 

idea or a Republican idea. I just don’t think 
there’s confidence that if you bring some-
thing to Town Hall anything will happen. 
They need to know they have a partner in 
government.”

Gilbert said 
he created the 
Economic & 
Business Revitali-
zation Committee 
with a diverse 
group of mem-
bers to provide 
innovative ideas 
to boost the busi-
ness community, 
including a pro-
posal for brand-
ing and actively 

marketing Yorktown.
“It’s certainly not my intention to hold 

business up,” Gilbert stressed. “This is 
someone (Slater) with no administrative 
experience or leadership experience who 
can make claims that are unsubstantiated.”

Both candidates support updating the 
town’s Comprehensive Plan, which is 10 
years old. Slater opposes the 150-unit rental 
project being considered in Jefferson Val-
ley, while Gilbert expressed several con-
cerns about it, stressing it was “not a done 
deal” as some residents have charged.

“For me it’s a no-go,” Slater remarked. 
“With a Comp Plan, we need to see if and 
what rental units make sense.”

“It’s a project we can’t lawfully comment 
on,” Gilbert said. “I agree with many of the 
concerns. Are the concerns valid? I have 
seniors telling me they need more (hous-
ing) options.”

Slater said the Ethics Board needed to 
be revamped and the Parks and Recreation 
Commission should be restructured. He 
said no elected official, such as the current 
town clerk, or department head should be 
allowed to be on the commission.

“That’s a conflict,” he said. “There are 
issues with the management of our parks. 
It has nothing to do with our employees.”

In addition, within his first 30 days in 
office, Slater said he would have a Climate 
Smart Community Task Force in place.

Gilbert said he was successful in getting 
the town an additional $4.15 million from 
Enbridge in conjunction with the gas pipe-
line that was constructed through York-
town near Granite Knolls Park. He also 
directed the town attorney to initiate action 
against delinquent taxpayers for the first 
time since 2013, resulting in the collection 
of approximately $400,00 to date.

He said he would like to see Yorktown 
Stage used more often, perhaps by show-
ing movies there.

“I am on the right track in moving York-
town in the right direction,” Gilbert said.

 Challenger Matt Slater with Supervisor Ilan Gilbert.
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Election 2019: Yorktown Supervisor

Incumbent Gilbert Looks to Fend Off Challenge from Slater

TWB Ossining Now Open
4.7813” w x 5.8” h 4C
10-2-19

We’re thrilled to now serve the  Ossining community. 
Find out how Banking Made Personal can 
move your business forward.

JOHN M. TOLOMER
President & CEO
The Westchester Bank

“
”

COMMERCIAL LOANS  •  COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES  •  CREDIT LINES  •  BUSINESS CHECKING  •  MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS
TheWestchesterBank.com

THORNWOOD
994 Broadway

(914) 984-5446

WHITE PLAINS
464 Mamaroneck Ave.

(914) 290-6330

YONKERS
1900 Central Park Ave.

(914) 337-1900

MAMARONECK
305 Mamaroneck Ave.

(914) 315-2486

MT. KISCO
51 S. Moger Ave.
(914) 752- 4262

OSSINING
240 S. Highland Ave.

(914) 502-4421

RYE BROOK
800 Westchester Ave., 4th Fl.

(914) 368-0987

John 
Tolomer

Victoria 
Penta

Daniel 
Alvarez

Caroline 
Ioimo

Marlen 
Messina

Community Banking at its Best.
Now Serving Ossining!

‘I hope people 
perceive me 
as a calming 
influence. I 
believe I’m 
measured in 
what I do, 
and I try to 
keep the town 
civil.’Supervisor 

–Ilan Gilbert

‘I do not feel the 
town is going 
in the right 
direction. I think 
the town is really 
searching for its 
soul again.’

–Matt Slater
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By Rick Pezzullo

The race for two available seats on the 
Yorktown Town Board pits incumbent Re-
publican councilmen Tom Diana and Ed 
Lachterman against a pair of political new-
comers on the Democratic ticket, Sheralyn 
Goodman and Patricia Sullivan-Rothberg.

Each seat carries a four-year term and an 
annual stipend of $19,820. 

Tom Diana
Diana is a lifelong, third generation town 

resident and a retired police officer, having 
worked for Yorktown, Cortlandt and Westch-
ester County. He owns an oil delivery and 
service business. He was first elected to the 
Town Board in March 2015 in a special elec-
tion to fill a vacancy, and then was elected to 
a full term eight months later.

“The reason I am seeking reelection is 
that I want to continue to assist the residents 
of the town,” Diana stated. “Some of my top 
priorities are and will continue to be infra-
structure, quality of life, our seniors and vet-
erans. Keeping our taxes at bay and working 
with all our departments to make sure they 
have all the tools they need to give our resi-
dents the services they have come to expect 
and deserve.”

“A few of the things I am most proud of 
are starting Yorktown Against Heroin which 

I hope educated folks enough to identify 
the signs of addiction and hopefully steer 
our kids away,” he continued. “Another was 
getting the hole filled at the Roma Building 
and making the entrance to our town a lit-

tle more attractive. Last but not least was 
revitalization of the K9 program at Yorktown 
PD with the purchase of Dallas, our drug de-
tection dog with money raised by Yorktown 
Against Heroin. I would like to thank the 

folks that elected me and have given me the 
opportunity to do the things I have done.”

Sheralyn Goodman
Goodman is a 25-year resident of York-

town, a lawyer, a former Assistant District 
Attorney in Kings County and former depu-
ty commissioner in the Westchester County 
Department of Probation. 

“I have a track record of getting the job 
done—whether it’s as a lawyer fighting for 
what’s right, a working mother, a union or-
ganizer, or a law enforcement official. I want 
to bring that know-how to our Town govern-
ment to make Yorktown even better,” Good-
man stated.

“My vision is to promote and share the 
beauty of Yorktown and make it a place peo-
ple come to explore. I will work to stream-
line processes so that small businesses can 
grow here. I will fight to keep taxes flat so 
young families can afford to move here and 
seniors can afford to stay,” she continued. 
“The natural beauty and sense of commu-
nity brought my family and me to Yorktown 
25 years ago. I’m running for Town Council 
to make sure that more families visit and ex-
plore Yorktown, move to Yorktown and stay 
in Yorktown.”

Patricia Sullivan-Rothberg

Election 2019: Yorktown Town Board

Incumbent Councilmen Face Challenge from Dem Newcomers

Don’t miss 
George’s latest edition of

Meet The Candidates!
Yorktown Supervisor 

Lanny Gilbert

and Yorktown Town Council 

candidates Sheralyn Goodman 

and Patricia Sullivan-Rothberg

discuss local issues affecting the 

Yorktown community.

Get On Deck With 
George Ondek for a 

"Howlingly" Good Show ! 
No Tricks, Just Treats! 

Supervisor Ilan “Lanny” Gilbert was elected 
Yorktown Supervisor two years ago and reviews 
his administrations efforts to open stores, keep tax-

es low and protecting the environment.
Sheralyn Goodman is a lawyer, union organizer 

and law enforcement offi cial.
Patricia Sullivan- Rothberg is a mother, 
community volunteer and professional in the 

documentary fi lm distributor.
A “Must-See” for Yorktown residents!

Yorktown Supervisor, Lanny Gilbert

Yorktown Town Council Candidates 
Sheralyn Goodman & 

Patricia Sullivan-Rothberg

The George Ondek Show can be seen on YouTube by typing in 
“George Ondek” and the name of the guest, and on Altice/
Cablevision Thursdays at 9pm and Saturdays at 10pm, 

on your local public access channel.

Altice/

Continued on page 25

Tom Diana

Sheralyn Goodman

Patricia Sullivan-Rothberg

Ed Lachterman
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By Rick Pezzullo

The mayoral race in Peekskill 
features two candidates who served 
together for two years as council-
men under former Mayor Frank 
Catalina.

Andre Rainey, 35, is seeking 
a second two-year term leading a 
Common Council that has been 
dominated by Democrats during his 
first go-around. 

“Peekskill has never been in bet-
ter shape. We have turned the page 
from a time when a small group of 
conservative Republicans thought 
of Peekskill City Hall as their own 
personal friends and family club 
divorced from the reality of who 
the people of Peekskill are,” Rainey 
remarked. “Peekskill, today is a 
multicultural, diverse community 
that is welcoming to everyone: new 
residents and lifetime residents, the 
young and the old, black and white, 
gay and straight, native born and 
immigrant, and every creed and cul-
ture. I am running for reelection on 
a record of major accomplishment 
for this city and a vision of Peekskill 
that is forward looking.”

Vincent Vesce, 47, served four 

years as a councilman (2013-2017) 
before choosing not to seek reelec-
tion. A life-long city resident, whose 
family goes back four generations 
in Peekskill, Vesce is the owner 
and CEO of V Squared Strategies 
LLC, a national business develop-
ment consulting firm specializing 
in the management and operation 
of airports and regional transporta-
tion systems. Prior to owning his 
own business, he spent 15 years in 
the Aviation Department of the Port 
Authority of New York & New Jer-
sey, holding management positions 
at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport, as well as in the corporate 
headquarters in New York City.

“I’m not here to be a politician. 
I’m here to do the work,” said Vesce, 
whose father served as mayor for 
two terms in the early 1980s. “I think 
we have a real good opportunity. 
This will be very telling for the fu-
ture of the City of Peekskill.”

Rainey, Owner and President of 
NOO Moves Entertainment, which 
he founded in 2010, said he believes 
his “core strengths as mayor are in 
keeping the city’s finances in shape, 
by attracting investors who respect 
the diversity of this community and 
see a forward-looking mayor who 
puts people before politics and who 
brings a level of energy to this com-
munity that is the envy of Westches-

ter.”
“By any measure, Peekskill is 

booming and I want to continue the 
progress we’ve made,” he contin-
ued. “The city’s credit rating from 
Moody’s is the highest it’s been 
since 2013; the city’s total reserve 
funds are over $3.4 million; we con-
tinue to keep property taxes under 
the tax cap; we have secured more 
than $3.5 million in funding for infra-
structure and the expanded River-
walk; we have secured $10 million 
in economic development funding 
from Governor Cuomo, $250,000 in 
funding to upgrade For Hill Park; 
to say nothing of the major develop-
ment projects underway that have 
brought a mixed-use of housing and 
retail and increased the tax base.”

Vesce maintained Rainey played 
no role in securing grants since that 
work is done by city staff. He also 
staid when he, Catalina and Council-
man Joe Torres took office the city 
was financially hemorrhaging and 
despite being in the minority, they 
were able to turn the city’s fortunes 
around. In addition, he stressed a 
lot of the progress the city has seen 
over the last two years started under 
the previous administration.

“He’s a likeable guy. He wants 
to do the right thing. The problem 
is he has no resume to back it up,” 
Vesce said of Rainey. “He has no 
professional experience to give him 
the foundation to effectively govern 
the city. He has a lot of people fooled. 
He’s an entertainer. He can put on a 
show.”

“I like Vinnie personally, I just 
don’t think he would be a good 
mayor,” Rainey remarked. “I also 
think he would be a major step 
backward in changing the culture of 
politics and patronage in Peekskill. 
He’s the son of a long-time Repub-
lican machine politician, and former 
mayor. He secured the Republican 
nomination for council from his fa-
ther who was the Republican Party 
Chairman. Peekskill, like the rest of 
the country, is tired of the same old 
families, with the same old connec-
tions running government.”

Vesce and his bi-partisan team 
have put together an 11-point plan 
that they would introduce if elected 
that includes increasing code en-
forcement to address overcrowded 
and unsafe living conditions and 
ensure zoning standards were en-

Election 2019: Peekskill Mayor

Vesce Hopeful of Extending Legacy as Rainey Eyes Second Term
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By Rick Pezzullo

All seven seats on the Peekskill Com-
mon Council are currently filled by Dem-
ocrats. Three of those seats, carrying 
four-year terms and an annual stipend of 
$8,686, are up for grabs in the November 
5 election, along with the two-year term 
mayoral position.

The Democratic ticket features three 
incumbent councilwomen, Vivian McKen-
zie, Patricia Riley and Kathleen Talbot, 
while the opposing team includes two 
registered Democrats, Marlon Mahon and 
Luis Segarra, and a registered Republican, 
Lauren Brady.

Lauren Brady
Brady is a proud 2003 graduate of 

Peekskill High School and is employed 
as Manager of Event 
for the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce. She and 
her sister co-founded 
the not-for-profit “This 
Is Me Foundation,” 
which was created to 
raise awareness about 

alopecia and provide hope to anyone fac-
ing adversity. Since its inception, the foun-
dation has awarded 56 local and national 

scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors.

“As a proud citizen of my community 
for over 30 years, I decided to run for 
Common Council because I see a unique 
opportunity to improve the leadership of 
the city I so love. Peekskill is diverse eco-
nomically, socially and culturally. I am de-
termined to effect positive change that will 
benefit all our citizens and improve our 
environment for business development,” 
Brady said. “I am honored to be part of a 
diverse, respectful team that I know will 
work together. Communication will be 
open and transparent. Our team has the 
skill sets that will complement our city 
staff and serve our city’s best interests.”

Marlon Mahon
Mahon was born on the island of Gre-

nada and moved to the United States at the 
age of nine. He gradu-
ated from Brooklyn 
Technical High and 
pursued his childhood 
dream of becoming a 
pilot at Jacksonville 
University. He com-
pleted his studies with 
a degree in Business 

Management and has 20 years’ experi-
ence as an IT and corporate management 

consultant. He has lived in Peekskill for 19 
years.

“A transparent administration will en-
able a trust-based relationship and part-
nership with the citizens, businesses 
and various organizations of Peekskill. 
It is with this foundation that we will be 
able to make decisions with civil engage-
ment, mutual understandings, and open 
dialogue,” Mahon said. “I have always 
been people focused and believe that the 
greatest strength and asset of any entity 
is its people. Listen to people, take care 
of people and in turn the organization will 
benefit multi-fold – I believe this thinking, 
focus and engagement can be leveraged 
with similar results for the City of Peek-
skill and my neighbors.”

Vivian McKenzie
McKenzie has been on the council for 

the last six years. She is a lifelong city 
resident and owner of 
Kathleen’s Tea Room 
downtown. She previ-
ously worked 25 years 
as an insurance in-
dustry territory sales 
manager.

“I am invested in 
the city and want to see 

it flourish,” she said. “I’m a proud Demo-

crat. The object is to get the job done. The 
council is the most diverse in the city ever. 
We have kept taxes low. We are an open 
and welcoming city always.”

Patricia Riley
Riley worked as an educator in the pub-

lic schools for 32 years and was a union 
representative for the 
Lakeland Federation 
of Teachers for 29 of 
those years, ensuring 
that educators were 
well-represented and 
treated fairly. She 
served on the council 
from 2008-2011. She 

was appointed to the council in April 2018 
to fill an empty seat created when Andre 
Rainey was elected mayor and then won 
an uncontested special election last No-
vember for the final year of that unexpired 
term.

“I am committed to keeping our resi-
dents informed and treating each individual 
with respect,” she stated in the League of 
Women Voters election guide. “Keeping 
our taxes within the tax cap is a priority for 
everyone especially our seniors. Continuing 
to improve our city services is an important 
way to keep Peekskill moving forward.”

Election 2019: Peekskill Common Council

Three Seats Up for Grabs as Dems Strive to Retain Control
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By Rick Pezzullo

Two Peekskill attorneys and friends are 
going head-to-head to replace 
retiring 10-year Legislator John 
Testa and represent District 1 on 
the County Board of Legislators, 
which includes Cortlandt, Peek-
skill and Yorktown.

Frank Catalina, 62, who has 
practiced law in Peekskill for 38 
years, served four years as mayor 
of Peekskill (2014-2017) and will 
appear on the Republican, Conserva-
tive and Independence lines.

“I know first-hand the things on a local 
level we worked so hard on, often 
need county level support and 
often, permission,” Catalina said. 
“With my record as mayor, I will be 
well-suited to move Peekskill, Cort-
landt and Yorktown forward with 
county support. As mayor, I found 
that without strong support, many 
times, Peekskill was not heard 
or action was delayed until the 
county acted. I will ensure aggres-
sive representation for my district 
and northern Westchester, in general where, 
very often, the county has fallen short.”

Colin Smith, 45, a criminal defense at-
torney, has served the last two years on the 

Peekskill Common Council. Prior to that he 
served six years on the Peekskill Board of 
Education. He will appear on the Democrat-

ic and Working Families lines.
“At the same time as we face 

the same challenges as the rest of 
our region, our part of Northern 
Westchester is also facing some 
very serious and specific chal-
lenges. We pay some of the high-
est taxes in the nation and, like 
many places, are facing a short-
age of affordable housing. I will 

work with the both state and local 
officials to expand affordable solu-

tions for our working families and seniors,” 
Smith said. “The impending shut-
down of Indian Point will result 
in substantial loss of jobs and tax 
revenue. I will work hard to find 
solutions to blunt the impact of 
this loss and provide support for 
those affected. As a community 
with a large waterfront - and as a 
community period - we’re also on 
the frontlines of the climate crisis. 
I will continue the fight to make 
our County green by expanding 

the availability of renewable energy sources 
and reducing reliance on fossil fuels.”

Catalina cited the closure of the Indian 
Point nuclear power plants in Buchanan as 

the top issue in District 1.
“With the loss of 40-50% of taxes, Bucha-

nan and the Hendrick Hudson School Dis-
trict look to be hardest hit,” Catalina said. 
“The county park at Blue Mountain is, quite 
frankly, a disgrace and needs to be brought 
back to its glorious past. There are several 
pressing issues facing Northern Westch-
ester from roads and infrastructure to the 
sanitary sewer district, to homelessness to 
immigrants. We have all the pressing issues 
that need constant attention.”

Smith listed jobs, the economy, the envi-
ronment and housing as top priorities. 

“Whether due to the closure of Indian 
Point Buchanan or empty store fronts in 
Peekskill and Yorktown, many in our dis-
trict are struggling to find work,” he said. 
“I will work with government officials, labor 
unions and the business community to en-
sure good-paying jobs for our available first 
to residents. I will demand our government 
make health and environmental a safety top 
priority and I will fight to make sure every 
available resource is used to blunt the im-
pact of lost tax revenue -- particularly in com-
munities like Buchanan, Verplanck and the 
surrounding areas. Housing is also growing 
problem in our District. I will work to ex-
pand affordable solutions for residents.”

Catalina said as mayor he demonstrated 
he could get things done despite being in 

the minority, as he would be if elected to the 
Board of Legislators, where Democrats hold 
a commanding edge.

“It’s all about convincing a majority to 
vote my way on an issue that makes sense, 
is good for Westchester and good for my dis-
trict,” he said. “My two terms as mayor of 
a city (a minority party mayor) has shown 
me the political angles lawyers often ignore 
but it was working WITH the opposing party 
on great ideal that made those two terms so 
successful. I think this is the prime differ-
ence between me and my opponent. He sees 
things and talks about the possibilities. I see 
things and can tell you exactly how we can 
accomplish them as I have a solid record of 
achievements I can point to.”

Smith said his experience on the Com-
mon Council and Board of Education has 
prepared him well for county service.

“Generally, a lot of the job of county Leg-
islator is about building coalitions and work-
ing with other levels of government to co-
ordinate our response to tough challenges 
like the opioid crisis,” Smith said. “We need 
to fight for our community respectfully and 
forcefully and work with people of all par-
ties at all levels to get results. The ability 
to do that part of the job is a key difference 
between the candidates in this race. I build 
bridges, my opponent burns them.”

Colin Smith

Frank Catalin
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Peekskill’s Catalina, Smith Compete to Replace Retiring Testa
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By Martin Wilbur

Michael Grace or Vedat Gashi will have 
big shoes to fill in January. For the first time 
in 22 years, the District 4 seat on the Board 
of Legislators is up for grabs with the ap-
proaching retirement of County Legislator 
Michael Kaplowitz.

Grace, a Republican, is a former three-
term Yorktown supervisor, while fellow 
Yorktown resident, Democrat Vedat Gashi, 
came up short in his first political campaign 
last year for state Assembly. The district also 
includes New Castle and portions of Som-
ers.

Grace, 63, who has his own law practice, 
said he wouldn’t have tried for the seat had 
Kaplowitz decided to run again.

“I think I have a lot to offer on the county 
level, given all my years of experience in 
both government and the law. That makes 
it possible where I can have an impact on 
the county as well,” said Grace, who years 
earlier served as Yorktown Town Attorney.

Gashi, 41, also an attorney, fled with his 
family to the United States from what is 
present-day Kosovo when he was four years 
old. He found his run for the 94th Assembly 
District seat last year inspiring and was en-
ergized by the political process and how so 
many people care about the issues and who 
represents them.

“I wouldn’t be doing it if I didn’t feel there 

was a real job to be done and that it was im-
portant,” Gashi said. “So, I’m ex-
cited to be part of it.”

Westchester County remained 
on the state comptroller’s fiscal 
stress list that was released in 
September. Grace said the sales 
tax increase from 7.375 to 8.375 
percent was unnecessary, hitting 
people who can least afford it. He 
said a $70 million fund balance is 
sufficient even if the bond rating 
falls below AAA because the coun-
ty should limit borrowing.

He predicted at some point in the future a 
nine or 10 percent sales tax unless lawmak-
ers control spending. High taxes 
also negatively impact property 
values, said Grace.

“It’s the governmental culture 
that is poisonous,” Grace said. 
“The county has surplus but their 
complaint is they just don’t have 
enough of a surplus, so they like 
to have a $140 million of taxpayer 
money.”

Gashi said money had to be 
found somewhere because not 
only had the county’s reserve funds been de-
pleted because of repeated zero percent tax 
increases but critical infrastructure, includ-
ing roads, had been neglected. The AAA 
bond rating allows for the lowest borrowing 

rates when necessary, he said.
Along with shoring up the 

county’s reserves and provid-
ing the promises percentages to 
municipalities and schools infra-
structure shortcomings must be 
addressed, Gashi said.

Among the biggest issues 
facing constituents in each one 
of the district’s towns are sewer 
hookups. Gashi said county of-
ficials must convince New York 
City DEP and representatives 

from other levels of government that the 
projects are critical and need state and fed-
eral funds.

“I think there’s a benefit for the 
people of the town but also a ben-
efit for the residents of New York 
City, Gashi said. “We should be 
able to get residents greater sup-
port.” 

While Grace agreed more 
money from Albany and Wash-
ington is needed to properly fund 
projects, more regional solutions 
should be sought. As supervisor, 
he welcomed the Somers’ com-

munities of Lincolndale and Shenorock into 
Yorktown’s Hallock’s Mill Sewer Plant, simi-
lar to what New Castle and Mount Kisco are 
discussing for Riverwoods and Yeshiva, but 
the plan was blocked. 

Gashi said he is quite aware that not only 
many New Castle residents have seen their 
quality of life deteriorate from escalating 
Westchester County Airport noise but por-
tions of Yorktown as well. Solutions include 
convincing the FAA to make changes, but 
the county must be more vigilant in future 
agreements with private carriers. He also 
opposes any airport expansion.

Grace said the county should privatize 
facilities like the airport and Playland.

On other issues, Grace said he strongly 
opposed passage of the Immigrant Protec-
tion Act, which prevents county resources 
from being used toward federal investiga-
tions. He cited a couple of instances in south-
ern Westchester where undocumented 
immigrants committed felonies, including 
rapes of minors. He added that he is un-
apologetically pro-life.

“There has to be checks and balances 
and there needs to be someone with ex-
perience to cut through the bureaucratic 
morasses and find pragmatic solutions to 
things,” Grace said.

Gashi said he’s been disappointed on 
the focus on national issues in a county race 
when there are plenty of county issues to 
tackle and help residents.

“The impact you could have on not only 
the government, but the overall situation, is 
something that is always at a premium,” he 
said.

Vedat Gashi

Michael Grace
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Yorktown’s Gashi, Grace Square Off to Succeed Kaplowitz
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         -Westchester Putnam AFL-CIO Central Labor Body
 -Lake Mohegan Firefighters IAFF Local 2956 AFL-CIO           
 -Yonkers Firefighters IAFF Local 628 AFL-CIO
 -CWA Local 1103           
 -Peter Harckham, New York State Senator, 40th Senate District
      -George Latimer, Westchester County Executive
 -Hudson Valley Stonewall Democrats
 -New York State Supreme Court Officers Association
 -Westchester Hispanic Law Enforcement Association
 -Hispanic Democrats of Westchester
        -Eleanor’s Legacy
 -Up2Us
            -Democratic Party
          -Working Families Party

@electmaritzafugaronorton                                                                                                 maritzafugaronorton.com

@maritza4cortlandttownjustice                                                                    Paid for by the Friends of Martiza Fugaro-Norton

 
  RELEVANT EXPERIENCE: 
• 20 years of legal experience and service to the public.
• Former bilingual staff attorney for the Pace Women’s Justice Center.
• Private practice appearing in Local, State and Federal Courts.
• 13 years as a Court Attorney in the Westchester County Family 

Court, one of the busiest courts in Westchester County. 

 “My commitment to serve the public interest was formed early in my 
 career with an internship at the Bronx Legal Aid Society.  Assisting 
 people going through important times in their lives, I knew we were
 making a difference.  As an attorney, a mom and neighbor, to be able to 
 continue this service in the community my family calls home and insure 
 our residents are treated with a fair and unbiased judiciary would be an
 honor and a privilege.”    
                                                                -Maritza Fugaro-Norton    

ELECT
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By Rick Pezzullo

The race for the ninth district 
seat on the Westchester County 
Board of Leg-
islators is a 
rematch from 
2017. 

L e g i s l a -
tor Cather-
ine Borgia, a 
D e m o c r a t , 
is seeking a 
fifth two-year 
term. Her fa-
miliar oppo-
nent is retired 
Westchester County Police Detec-
tive Robert Outhouse.

The ninth district includes 
Cortlandt, Peekskill, Ossining, 
Croton-on-Hudson and Briarcliff 
Manor.

“I am seeking re-election to 
continue working for the people 
of the 9th LD and the county,” said 
Borgia. “It has been an honor to 
work with my colleagues on legis-
lature to serve the health, safety, 
and welfare of workers, families, 
children, seniors and all residents 
in Westchester.”

“I am running again because 
I know I will make a difference 
for my community on the county 
level,” Outhouse said. “In the two 
years under this supermajority, 
we have seen three tax increases, 
sanctuary county designation 
with the IPA, and 14 pieces of 
progressive legislation that do not 
make Westchester County more 
affordable, and in fact, makes us 
less safe.”  

Borgia, 54, a former Ossining 
town supervisor, said in the last 
legislative session she was proud 
to sponsor and pass with bipar-
tisan support the Earned Sick 
Leave and Safe Leave Laws.

“ E a r n e d 
Sick Leave al-
lows workers 
to accrue up 
to five days of 
sick time over 
the course of 
a year (paid 
time in com-
panies five 
or more em-
ployees) so 

that they are not forced to choose 
between their health and a job,” 

she explained. “Safe Leave allows 
paid leave for victims of domestic 
violence and human trafficking to 
take time off from work for court 
dates or other legal matters, or to 
move away from an abuser.”

She said the county board has 
reduced the backlog of undone, 
necessary infrastructure projects 
and moved away from borrowing 
for ongoing expenses.

“We have begun to restore 
the ‘rainy day’ fund balance that 
was used to balance the budget,” 
Borgia said. “I am currently work-
ing on two projects to benefit 
Westchester residents. The first 
is the creation of a program that 
would allow county businesses 
to offer discounts or promotions 
to Westchester county ID card 
holders. And I continue to priori-
tize working with the court sys-
tem to create a Veterans’ Court 
in Westchester to ensure that our 
veterans who get into trouble get 
the resources they need to get 
back into a better course.”

A lifelong Montrose resident, 
Outhouse, 55, has been as a vol-
unteer firefighter/EMT in the dis-
trict for more than 40 years and 

served Westchester for 23 years 
as a detective. He believes in 
community involvement and will 
work to encourage volunteerism, 
neighbors helping neighbors. He 
and his wife, Angela, have six chil-
dren. 

“I am a strong advocate for 
public safety and have extensive 
experience in that area. I have 
lobbied for legislation in the 
fire service and been success-
ful. I have great mediation skills 
and the ability to bring different 
sides and points of view together 
to achieve positive resolutions,” 
Outhouse said. “Beyond this I am 
responsive to people when they 
contact me. I always return phone 
calls or emails. If I don’t have the 
answers, I will find them, or point 
them in the right direction, if it’s 
out of my scope.”

 Outhouse criticized Borgia for 
being the sponsor and architect 
of the Immigration Protection Act 
which “I adamantly opposed as it 
is written. As it is written, it jeop-
ardizes our children’s safety and 
even our own safety.”

He also contended Borgia was 
“not representing or advocating 

for the needs of this district. She 
is not advocating for her constitu-
ents, some of whom are barely 
making ends meet. It is crucial 
that our elected officials respond 
to constituent’s concerns whether 
electronically or in person, even 
when the answer is just ‘I will look 
into it and get back to you,’ and 
then get back to them.”

Both candidates agreed the 
looming closure of the Indian 
Point nuclear power plants in 
Buchanan was the most impor-
tant issue facing the district.

“Indian Point decommission-
ing poses an immediate economic 
concern and a ongoing environ-
mental concerns,” Borgia said. 
“Working with my colleagues at 
the local, state, and federal levels, 
I will continue to advocate for the 
municipality, school district, and 
county to make sure we have re-
sources to mitigate both impacts 
and to keep the long-term safety 
of Westchester residents in the 
forefront.”

“In reference to the Indian 
Point closure, I will advocate 
for funds and legislation giving 

Robert Outhouse

Catherine Borgia
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Incumbent Borgia Faces Challenge Again from Outhouse 
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ENGINEERING | TECHNOLOGY | MANAGEMENT | AVIATION 

 *For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

Continued on page 28
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By Rick Pezzullo

The only contested race in the Town of 
Cortlandt on Election Day is for town jus-
tice, as incumbent Dan McCarthy vies for 
a fourth four-year term against challenger 
Maritza Fugaro-Norton.

McCarthy, who has lived in Cortlandt 
since he was five years old, was first elect-
ed to the bench in Cortlandt in 2008, suc-
ceeding his father, Daniel McCarthy, who 
served 30 years from 1977 to 2007. He han-
dles a caseload of more than 600 new crimi-
nal and civil cases, as well as over 3,000 new 
traffic matters, each year. On November 5, 
McCarthy will appear on the Republican, 
Conservative and Independence lines.

Fugaro-Norton, who has resided in 
Cortlandt for the last 14 years, has been a 
Court Attorney in the Westchester County 
Family Court for the last 12 years. She has 
secured the Democratic and Working Fam-
ilies lines.

She earned her law degree from Pace 
University School of Law in 2003 and ob-
tained her undergraduate degree from 
Manhattan College in 2000. Admitted to 
practice law in the Second Judicial Depart-
ment in 2004, her legal career began at the 
Pace Women’s Justice Center where she 
represented victims of domestic violence 
and litigated all family law matters on their 

behalf. Her fluency in Spanish was an as-
set enabling her to assist clients in which 
English was their second language. Follow-
ing the Pace Women’s Justice Center, she 
worked for a private law firm in Yonkers, 
handling a wide variety of cases including 

Matrimonial and Family Law, Criminal Law, 
Bankruptcy Law, Personal Injury Litigation 
and Real Estate transactions. 

McCarthy graduated from Hendrick 
Hudson High School. He received his 
B.A. in History from Fairfield University 

in 1981 and his J.D. in 1985 from the Jacob 
D. Fuchsberg Law Center, Touro College 
School of Law, where he graduated with 
honors as a member of the Law Review. He 
began his career as a trial attorney at the 
Legal Aid Society of Westchester County, 
where he represented individuals charged 
with felonies who could not afford to retain 
counsel. 

Prior to being elected in Cortlandt, Mc-
Carthy served as Acting Village Justice of 
Buchanan, handling all aspects of the court 
calendar for approximately four years. He 
subsequently served for eight years as the 
Buchanan Village Attorney, ensuring com-
pliance with local, state, and federal laws.

As a private attorney, McCarthy, along 
with his father, formed The McCarthy Law 
Firm, PC, further contributing to the al-
ready thriving small business community 
in Cortlandt/Croton. He and his father 
focused on trials and litigation in federal 
and state courts, handling cases involving 
Civil Rights, Defamation, Personal Injury, 
as well as Estates and Real Estate transac-
tions. His continues to practice law at his 
office in Croton-on-Hudson. 

If elected, Fugaro-Norton would only be 
the second women elected town justice in 
Cortlandt’s history. Two years ago, Kim-
berly Ragazzo paved the way, defeating 28-
year incumbent judge Gerald Klein.

Election 2019: Cortlandt town justice

Cortlandt Town Justice Race Pits McCarthy vs Fugaro-Norton
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NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group Hudson Valley
is pleased to welcome orthopedic surgeon Thomas Hickernell, MD

To make an appointment, call 914-233-3022.

A Columbia-trained orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Hickernell specializes in 

advanced hip and knee reconstruction, including anterior approach  

total hip replacements, using the latest minimally invasive techniques. 

He performs partial and total knee replacements and treats orthopedic 

trauma injuries like fractures of the hip and lower extremity.

T:9.75”

T:5.8”

Dan McCarthy  Maritza Fugaro-Norton
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TAKING BACK 
WESTCHESTER

Buchanan, Cortlandt, 
Peekskill, Verplank, 

Yorktown

Legislative Candidates FOR Northern 
Westchester

Bob Outhouse 
District 9

Michael Grace 
District 4

Frank Catalina 
District 1

Somers, Yorktown,  
New Castle

Briarcliff, Croton, 
Montrose, Ossining, 

Peekskill

For more Info : 
Outhouse4Westchester.com 

For more Info : 
facebook.com/

MichaelgraceLD4 

For more Info :  
FrankCatalina.com 

Legislative Candidates  
FOR Northern Westchester

Briarcliff, Croton, 
Cortlandt, Ossining, 

Peekskill

For more Info : 
Outhouse4Westchester.com

Buchanan, Montrose, 
Peekskill, Verplanck, 

Yorktown

For more Info : 
FrankCatalina.com

Somers, Yorktown, 
New Castle

For more Info: 
facebook.com/ 

MichaelgraceLD4

SAVING OUR PARKS  
AND OPEN SPACES
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Jerome Thaler
Jerome S. Thaler, formerly of Yorktown, 

died October 19 in Yonkers after a brief illness. 
He was 89.

He was born January 10, 1930 in New York 
City. He earned a B.S. and an M.S. at Columbia 
University and a Doctor of Optometry degree 

at the Massachusetts Col-
lege of Optometry. He was 
a U.S. Army veteran, who 
served in Alaska during 
the Korean conflict from 
1954 to 1956. He opened 
his own optometry prac-
tice in Peekskill in 1959 
and had a practice in Ma-
hopac for nearly 40 years. 
He served as Chief of Op-
tometry at the V.A. Hospi-
tal in Montrose from 1981 

to 1992. He continued to practice into his 80s. 
Dr. Thaler was a prominent climate histo-

rian of the Hudson Valley, maintaining a Na-
tional Weather Service station at his home in 
Yorktown for 50 years. He authored a number 
of books on the subject, including The Westch-
ester Weather Book, Weather History and 
Climate Guide to the Lower Hudson Valley 
and Hudson Valley Warming. His writings ap-
peared in Hudson Valley Magazine, The New 
York Times and many local newspapers. He 
received several awards for his service and 

contributions to the climatology of the Hud-
son Valley. He was an ardent amateur geolo-
gist, naturalist and astronomer, who traveled 
widely and loved music and the theater, espe-
cially the works of Gilbert &amp; Sullivan. He 
was also an avid swimmer and outdoorsman.

He is survived by his son Daniel (Susan), 
daughter Naomi (Barry) Volain and son 
Jonathan (Helen); stepdaughter Rebecca 
Schram Zafrany and stepson Mordechai 
Schram; grandchildren Rebecca Thaler Hein-
eman, Diane Ruby Thaler, Noah Volain, Mark 
Volain, Maximus Thaler, Anna Volain Jones 
and great-grandson Jude Heineman; and by 
Eleanor Arnold, his loving partner of 22 years. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Her-
man and Clara (nee Hirsch), his first wife Di-
ane (nee Perin) and his brother, Allan (Susan). 

Frederick Beck, Jr.
Frederick William Beck, Jr. died suddenly 

October 21. He was 48.
He was born January 1, 1971 to Frederick 

and Dolores Beck. He was a lifelong resident 
of Peekskill and Cortlandt. He graduated from 
Walter Panas High School. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Vanderbilt University 
in Chemical Engineering. He then went on 
to earn a Master’s degree in Environmental 
Pathology from New York Medical College. 
He later earned his Professional Engineer Li-
cense.

He was employed as an Associate Engi-

neer for the Westchester County Department 
of Health. He is survived by his parents, his 
sister Kristina and his nephew Jacob, and 
nieces Emmy and Lily. They were the light of 
his life.

Maureen Lawter
Maureen Lawter (née O’Connell), a resi-

dent of Peekskill, died October 20 at the New 
York State Veterans’ Home after suffering with 
dementia for several years. She was 92.

She was born March 5, 1927 in Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. She graduated with honors from 
the Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School 
in Brooklyn. After high school she entered 
the Fashion Institute of Technology, to learn 
millinery, in the first few years of the school’s 
founding. She worked at Macy’s and Saks 
Fifth Avenue as a competitive shopper. Seek-
ing a challenge, she entered a course of nurs-
es’ training and moved from there to enlist in 
the United States Navy in January of 1951 to 
continue training as a nurse and as an air traf-
fic controller.

She met and married James Lawter in De-
cember 1951. She was honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Navy in 1952 to devote her time 
to being a wife and mother. As a Navy wife she 
raised five children in Florida, Virginia, Mary-
land, California, New York, Washington State 
and the Philippines. She worked at Peekskill 
City Court, Standard Brands, for the Francis-
can Friars of the Atonement, and Vera Fashion 

Design, among other jobs. At the time of her 
retirement in the early 90s she went to work 
as a resident assistant at Cor Mariea in NYC, 
a shelter for homeless women operated by the 
Good Shepherd Sisters. She was also a lay as-
sociate for the Good Shepherd Sisters in NYC 
and the Peekskill Franciscan Sisters.

In addition to her accomplishments as a 
mother and charity worker, she was an ama-
teur actress, talented seamstress, artist, poet, 
cook, baker, cake decorator, crafter, and nee-
dle-crafter. She was the member of two choirs 
at Graymoor in Garrison and traveled to Ja-
maica, the Netherlands, Germany and many 
parts of the U.S.

Having been of 100% Irish decent she was 
registered as an Irish citizen in the Foreign 
Births Entry Book in 1995. She will be remem-
bered as a loving mother, devoted Catholic 
and a generous and cheerful soul.

She is survived by her children, James 
Lawter (Eddie Holmes) of Vancouver, BC, 
Canada, Mary Eileen Lawter of Worcester, 
MA, John Lawter of NY, NY, David Lawter 
(Eileen Burns) of Peekskill, NY and one 
granddaughter Katie Lawter of Atlanta, GA. 
She was predeceased by her daughter Cathy 
(1957), brothers Charles, Philip (Rita) and 
Arthur (Dolores) O’Connell and her former 
husband James Lawter. She was also pre-
deceased by her parents Charles and Isabel 
(Reddy) O’Connell of Peekskill. She is sur-
vived by her sister-in-law Laura Lee O’Connell 
and many nieces and nephews.

Jerome S. 
Thaler
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Sullivan-Rothberg is a 15-year 
Yorktown resident who has worked 
25 years in documentary film and 
television production/distribution. 
She noted she is “dedicated to en-
vironmental stewardship.”

“Since moving to Yorktown 15 
years ago, I have immersed myself 
in town activities through the PTA, 
Boy Scouts, and as an advocate for 
arts in education. It’s the natural 
next step for me to be of service 
to Yorktown as a member of the 
Town Council,” Sullivan-Rothberg 
stated.

“Building community is what I 

do, it’s what I love, and it’s in my 
DNA. Yorktown has so many as-
sets—historic sites, beautiful parks 
and trails, excellent schools—and 
a wealth of talent right here within 
the community. I want to build on 
those assets and work together 
to help Supervisor Gilbert imple-
ment his new economic plan,” she 
continued. “I envision a vibrant 
town that embraces green initia-
tives, has thriving businesses, and 
is an attractive place to raise fami-
lies and stay for retirement. As an 
active resident and young parent, 
I believe that adding my insights 
will only broaden the knowledge 
and outlook of the board.”

Ed Lachterman
Lachterman is a small business 

owner with a 38-year career in the 
hospitality industry. He has been 
an active volunteer for almost a 
decade with the Yorktown Lions 
and has lived in Yorktown almost 
30 years. He is also a founding 
member and officer in the York-
town Sons of the American Legion 
and Yorktown Against Heroin. He 
is seeking a second four-year term.

“I hope to remain on the Coun-
cil so that I can continue to work 
for the people of Yorktown. York-
town is a great community and 
needs leadership that understands 
the needs of the town and our citi-

zens. My life experiences are very 
diverse, and I feel that my point of 
view offers our town a proven lead-
er that understands the issues we 
face as a town,” he stated. 

“I am most proud of being able 
to start Yorktown’s very own Holo-
caust Remembrance Ceremony.  
Being able to have Survivors share 
their stories with us is the first step 
in defeating hate,” he continued.  
“I am also very proud of the 485 
B Tax Exemption that works with 
landlords trying to upgrade their 
existing properties to help grow 
Yorktown’s commercial tax base. 
If I were to pick a third, I would say 
my work as the Senior Advisory 

Board Liaison and my work with 
the Veterans at the Country House 
not only make me proud, but is 
personally rewarding as well.”

 
“My top priority has always 

been to keep Yorktown affordable 
and to do this with a balance of 
Progress and Preservation, as it 
says on our town seal. We have a 
great family community that has 
some unbelievable age diversity. 
Without proper vision to guide us 
in business opportunities, while 
keeping a firm stance on not 
changing the character of our com-
munity, all of this will disappear,” 
he added.

Election 2019

Incumbent Councilmen Face Challenge from Dem Newcomers
Continued from page 15

Small News is BIG News  
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Wednesday, Oct. 30

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info:  914 -739-0500 or www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Live Performances:  Live ticketed per-
formances are being held at The Winery at 
St. George, 1715 E. Main St., Mohegan Lake. 
Tribute, theatrical, cabaret, independent and 
famous acts perform. Info: 914-455-4272.

Thursday, Oct. 31

Yorktown Jewish Center Courses: 
Several courses have been scheduled for the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. The Talmud class is held on Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m. The Rabbi’s class will be held 
on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: 914-245-2324 
or www.yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Women’s Torah And Tea: The Chabad 
Jewish Women’s Circle invites you to join 
together for inspiring discussions, camara-
derie, and hot tea. The feminine Spirituali-
tea on Oct. 31 and Nov. 7 at Chabad of York-
town, 2629 Old Yorktown Rd., from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. For more information and to 
register visit www.ChabadYorktown.com, 
e-mail: Hadassah@ChabadYorktown.com or 
call 914-962-1111.

Acting Classes: Four All Theater Com-
pany will be conducting acting classes every 
Thursday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Field Li-
brary, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. Class size is 
limited. Info: 914-737-1212.

 Friday, Nov. 1

Somers Library Programs: Several 
programs have been scheduled for the com-
ing days at the Somers Library. Dual Art 
Exhibit at the Somers Library: Paintings by 
Marion Cumins & Photographs by DuAnne 
Simon will be held throughout November 
during regular library hours. M&M Pro-
ductions Presents: “A Full House” on Nov. 
3 from 2 to 4 p.m. M&M is offering a collec-
tion of one-act comedies with a twist for fall. 
No registration required; first come, first 
seated. Info: 914-232-5717 or www.somersli-
brary.org.

Service and Dinner: Hebrew Congre-
gation of Somers will hold at Shabbat serv-
ice and dinner at 6:30 p.m. A Shabbat serv-
ice followed by a potluck dinner. The service 
will be led by Rabbi Shoshana Leis and He-
brew School Director Jill Liflander. Info: 914-
907-6165 or dianekarsch@gmail.com.

Jewish Center Services: At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Fri-
day night Sabbath services begin at 8 p.m. 
And Sabbath services on most Saturdays 
will be held at 9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays. 
After the services Rabbi Sternstein con-
ducts a learning session based on the Torah 
portion of the week.  Light refreshments 
are served and everyone is invited to join us 
as we share in the warmth, knowledge and 
friendship within our congregation. Info: 
914-245-2324 

Temple Beth Am Services: A Friday 
night Shabbat services will be held at 8 p.m. 
at Temple Beth Am.  Temple Beth Am is lo-
cated at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For infor-
mation, please call our Rabbi at 962-7500 or 
email him at rabbiw@optonline.net.  

Saturday, Nov. 2

Putnam Valley Shabbat Service: Look-
ing for a modern Shabbat service steeped in 
Jewish tradition? Come to Temple Israel of 
Putnam Valley, a Conservative Egalitarian 
Synagogue situated on beautiful Lake Peek-
skill. Our inclusive, community-lead services 
start at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held 
in Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfortable 
atmosphere where participation is appreciat-
ed and afterwards stay for our delicious Kid-
dush lunch. Services are free; Family Mem-
berships are $250 per year and include High 
Holiday Services. The synagogue is located 
at140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill. For more 
information, call 845-528-2305.

Bagels and Bible: The program will be 
held at 9 a.m. at Temple Beth Am. All are 
invited to study the Bible with our engaging 
Rabbi Robbie Weiner. Bagels and coffee are 
provided for all wishing to explore how the 
Bible is a mirror into our lives. No previous 
knowledge is required, and all backgrounds 
are welcome. Temple Beth Am is located at 
203 Church Pl., Yorktown. For information, 
please call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at RabbiW@optonline.net. 

Yorktown Shabbat Morning Services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown Rd., 
holds services on Saturday mornings. They 
are easy-to-follow services with Hebrew/
English prayer books, a friendly environ-
ment and no affiliation is necessary. Kid-
dush luncheon follows the services. Services 
begin at 10 a.m. For more information, visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is now 
being held outdoors on Spring and Market 
Streets. Customers old and new will find deli-
cious produce, pasture-raised meat, poultry, 

and eggs, breads, baked goods, and much 
more. For a full list of our markets and ven-
dors, visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

U-Boat Assault: U-Boat Assault on 
America: Why the US was Unprepared for 
War in the Atlantic, a seminar with Author 
Ken Brown will be held at 11 a.m. at the Hen-
drick Hudson Free Library

185 Kings Ferry Rd., Montrose. Refresh-
ments and welcome at 10:30 a.m. Sign up at 
914-737-7878 Ext. 0, or e-mail NMHS@seahis-
tory.org. The program is being presented by 
the National Maritime Historical Society.

Path Toward Wellness: Support Con-
nection, Inc. announces a free program: 
“Yoga: A Path Toward Wellness” will be of-
fered from noon-1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jef-
ferson Valley on the following Saturdays in 
November: 11/2, 11/9, 11/16 and 11/23. It 
is open to women living with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancers. To learn more or 
to pre-register, which is required to attend, 
call Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290.

Jazz Masters Series: Westchester Col-
laborative Theater (WCT) continues its Jazz 
Masters music series with the Willie Mar-
tinez Latin Jazz Quartet. Martinez perform-
ing at 7:30 and 9 p.m. at WCT, 23 Water Street 
in Ossining. $20 Tickets can be purchased 
online at: https://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/4425960.

Sunday, Nov. 3

Pancake Breakfast: The Sons of the 
American Legion Squadron #1009 will hold a 
pancake breakfast from 9 to 11 a.m. at Ameri-
can Legion Post #1009, 235 Veterans Rd. 
Yorktown. The cost is $8 and a 50/50 raffle 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. The pancake break-
fasts are held on th

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

forced; repealing the Real Estate Transfer Tax 
on single-family homes; eliminating redundant 
garbage pick-up fees at condominium, multi-
family and commercial buildings; brining back 
free Saturday morning trash and recycling 
drop-offs for residents; opening City Hall on 
Saturdays once a month; instituting an online 
Citizen Resume & Application Bank; and pri-
oritizing maintenance and restoration of parks, 
monuments, public sidewalks and streets

“And most importantly I will make City Hall 
a place that works for the Citizens of Peekskill 
again by reorganizing and re-energizing a city 
workforce that has been plagued with political 
over-reach and interference,” Vesce said.

Addressing morale at City Hall, Rainey 
responded. “Crime is down, our parks are 
cleaner, long neglected infrastructure is being 
repaired, and City Hall and its staff are being 
recognized on a daily basis for the amazing 
work being done. With any new administra-

tion, there is turn over. You can’t do the same 
things over and over again and expect differ-
ent results. There is a reason Peekskill has 
become the envy of Westchester in the last 
two years: it’s because we are taking a new ap-
proach to how we do business. We are bring-
ing more people in, we are being much more 
innovative, we are upgrading our technology, 
and we are making Peekskill an all-around 
more-friendly, green, welcoming city.”

Rainey said he did not regret signing a pe-
tition that supported CCHOP’s planned move 
of northern Westchester’s only homeless shel-
ter to Washington Street, despite the fact the 
Common Council would have had to vote on a 
rezoning resolution if it hadn’t been scrapped.

“I believe it is the fundamental obligation of 
a community to take care of the least amongst 
us and I will never apologize for seeking solu-
tions to homelessness, which is a crisis every-
where, and for working to ensure any home-
less resident of Peekskill has a safe place to 

sleep at night,” Rainey stated. “I regret how too 
many politicians and their supporters have at-
tempted to malign, insult, and denigrate these 
people instead of working collaboratively with 
the rest of us to ensure our homeless residents 
and veterans have a place to sleep at night.”

Vesce said it was wrong for Rainey to take a 
public position on the issue. He acknowledged 
the need for a homeless shelter but questioned 
why it had to be located in Peekskill.

“I think it was handled very poorly. The 
city got way too involved in this from the be-
ginning,” Vesce said. “The city should not be in 
the real estate business. He (Rainey) doesn’t 
understand how that could affect property val-
ues because he doesn’t own a home.”

Rainey said the city’s goal was to bring the 
Paramount Theatre to a new level “and not al-
low a small group of politically connected peo-
ple run it like a private club.”

“That didn’t work in the past, it won’t work 
in the future,” Rainey said. “The city is invest-

ing in upgrading one of the major challenges 
of the theatre, it’s HV/AC system and also 
ensuring it’s much more energy efficient so 
the cost of climate control will be substantially 
reduced for the next operator. Now we are go-
ing out to bid to find an operator and whoever 
that is, needs to ensure that the programming 
puts people in the seats and out and about in 
our downtown both before and after shows.”

Vesce said he would like to see the Peek-
skill Business Improvement District (BID) 
get involved in helping to subsidize the Para-
mount.

“The business community that benefits 
from it should help sustain it to a degree,” 
Vesce said, noting the theater needed $300,000 
to $400,000 annually from some source to 
keep it afloat. “I think it’s an important part of 
the restaurant and service sector of the city. 
The theater might be open right now instead 
of closed due to a lack of leadership on the part 
of our current administration.”

Continued from page 16

Election 2019: Peekskill Mayor

Vesce Hopeful of Extending Legacy as Rainey Eyes Second Term
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As a realtor who has shown many 
homes in my 17 years in the business, I’ve 
opened a lot of doors and clutched a lot of 
doorknobs.

Except for those dastardly 
swinging doors which I never 
liked and think are one of 
the world’s most dangerous 
inventions, every door needs 
something to grab on to in or-
der to be opened and closed. 
It’s that round or oval device 
that you rarely think about, 
even though you wrap your 
hand around it 100 times or 
more a day. 

But especially after I read 
recently that there are about 
two million germs per square 
inch attached to the average 
doorknob and the experience 
of showing a buyer client too 
many houses during flu sea-
son, I became aware of every 
doorknob I touched and really 
started  to scrub my hands 
down many times during the 
day.

Readers of this column know that I’m 
a movie buff and much of what I learned 
about home life started from make-believe 
home life in old movies. One of these was 
a Judy Garland film called “Presenting Lily 
Mars,” which was an adaptation of a Booth 
Tarkington novel by the same name. It 
was a silly enough storyline with a subplot 

that really galled me involving Garland’s 
younger brother who had a strange hob-
by of collecting doorknobs that he would 
steal from people’s homes.

Where was the moral com-
pass of that Midwestern family, 

I thought, in dismissing the 
criminal behavior of that ras-
cal as something cute, espe-
cially since it involved stealing 
an essential item in providing 
access and egress around the 
house?

The doorknob is an ingen-
ious little device actually. The 
traditional knob itself has a bolt 
or spindle running through it 
that sits just above a cylinder, 
to which the spindle is con-
nected. Turning the knob pulls 
the cylinder in the direction of 
the turn. The end of the cyl-
inder is a latch that protrudes 
into a space that is carved out 
of the doorframe and prevents 
the door from being opened if 
the knob is not turned. 

The mechanism is a little more com-
plex than I’m describing here, but I’ll leave 
further understanding to the technicians 
among us.

Interestingly, America didn’t produce 
doorknobs or any hardware at all until 
after the American Revolution because 
of England’s stranglehold on manufactur-
ing and restrictive trade practices. The 

colonies were permitted only to supply the 
motherland with the raw materials need-
ed to produce the finished manufactured 
products that would be sold back to us, 
including doorlatches, doorknobs and all 
other hardware used in this country.

After the Revolution, America’s ingenuity 
came into play and its agrarian society was 
soon to be balanced with rising industriali-
zation. The first major invention influencing 
the production of doorknobs in America 
was the invention of the glass pressing ma-
chine, patented in 1826. It permitted the first 
truly decorative and mass-produced pressed 
glass doorknob made in America.

By Victorian times, the popularity of 
glass doorknobs was overtaken by the use 
of metals – iron, brass and bronze. But in 
1917, during World War I, glass became 
wildly popular once more since all met-
als were allocated for the manufacture of 
planes and other wartime materials. Glass 
knobs remained popular through World 
War II, but by the 1950s, preference re-
verted back to metals.

Today, the choices are all but limit-
less in the styles and shapes of knobs 
and levers, as well as finishes to suit 
every décor. There’s satin nickel, aged 
bronze, bright brass, antique brass, bright 
chrome, brushed chrome, antique pewter, 
distressed nickel, matte black, oil-rubbed 
bronze and satin stainless steel.

And how’s this for a look into the fu-
ture? The doorknob may disappear al-
together. In Vancouver, businesses and 

residents must now install only lever-style 
door handles on new buildings. While all 
existing homes, offices and businesses 
will be grandfathered, all new construction 
will require levers instead of doorknobs 
to accommodate those with physical dis-
abilities who find doorknobs difficult to 
manipulate. 

I am reminded of a personal story that 
relates to the fact that my wife Margaret’s 
native language is Lithuanian. Within that 
ancient language are some quaint expres-
sions that don’t translate very well into 
English, but Margaret still unconsciously 
uses some of them on occasion. 

For instance, if one were expecting to 
visit a friend but found no one home, the 
Lithuanian expression would be that you 
were able only to “kiss the doorknob.” 

Considering that there are two million 
germs per square inch attached to the av-
erage doorknob, that might be considered 
germ warfare.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To en-
gage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Necessary but Overlooked Importance of Doorknobs

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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1. “Rocky Balboa” studio
4. Med. care providers
8. As in this document
11. Listeners
12. Demagogue
13. Opposite of aweather
14. Children’s party center 
at the JV Mall
16. Compass heading, abbr.
17. Granola bit
18. College rooms
21. Lake Volta locale
25. Negative Chinese princi-
ple
27. ___ favor (please, in 
Spanish)
28. Nonconformist
32. Roller coaster feature
33. Chinese martial art
34. Katie’s baby
35. Podiatric concern
36. Letters at Camp Lejeune
37. Ballad’s end?

Down
1. Sheep breed
2. Cow, for one
3. City on the Moselle
4. Patient’s concern
5. Drone, e.g.
6. Mine’s output
7. Pilot’s hdg.
8. Crossed one’s fingers
9. ___ fault
10. Pasta grains
15. Veer suddenly
19. Short-sighted
20. Transgression
22. Geronimo, e.g.
23. Between-meal nibbler
24. Briarcliff memory care 
facility
26. “___ chance”
28. Markers
29. Base of a crocus stem
30. Employee perk, some-
times
31. Pet parasites
32. Home of the Fighting Ti-
gers
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(Solution for puzzle on page 23)

Small News is BIG News  
914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

authority to the local decommissioning 
committee CAP to monitor every aspect 
regarding public safety to our first respond-
ers and community members,” Outhouse 
said. “I will advocate that the jobs supplied 
by Entergy to the County, OEM, etc., need 
to be maintained as long as we have nuclear 
waste on that site. I will advocate for proper 
use and oversight of the decommissioning 
fund; and hold the Federal Government 

responsible for taking care of their nuclear 
waste in our backyard. I will advocate dis-
closure to community members and first 
responders on the types of incidents that 
could occur during decommissioning and 
how to deal with them. We need a plan. We 
need to maintain the County Emergency 
Evacuation Plan in full force. I plan to be 
a fierce leader and strong advocate for our 
community’s safety, something that has 
been absent for two years.”

Election 2019: 

Incumbent Borgia Faces 
Challenge Again from Outhouse 
Continued from page 21
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket.

AUCTIONS

NYS SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY 
PUBLIC AUCTION: 11/8/19, 335 
Nashopa Road, Mamakating, NY, 3,767sf 
colonial, 3.26acs, 5BR, 3.5baths, fin-
bsmt, MIN-BID $249,000; Open House: 
11:00am-1:00pm, 10/15,10/23,11/1; 
ogs.ny.gov/NYSStore 518-474-2195

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. Reli-
able and honest! Call or Text: 917-699-2496, 
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free 
information 866-296-7094

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! 
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-
979-0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton 
PA 18503]

FOR SALE

Privacy Hedges -FALL BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $149 Now 
$75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Supply! 
ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Traps, Kits, Mattress Covers. DETECT, 
KILL, PREVENT. Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEALTH

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! 
World Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! 
Prescriptions Required. CIPA Certified. 
Over 1500 medications available. CALL 
Today For A Free Price Quote. 1-866-569-
7986 Call Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 

ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 

& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

   
 DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest 
Internet. 100 MB per second speed. Free 
Primetime on Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855977-7198

LEGALS

Please be advised that the next meeting 
of the Planning Board will be held at 
Town Hall, 265 Oscawana Lake Road 
on Monday November 4, 2019 for 
the purpose of considering the following 
applications: Regular Meeting Start 
Time: 6:00pm AGENDA PUBLIC 
HEARING The following public hearings 
have been scheduled for November 4, 
2019 at 6:00PM (or as soon thereafter as 
agenda conditions permit) at the Putnam 
Valley Town Hall, 265 Oscawana Lake 
Road, Putnam Valley, New York, 10579. 
All interested parties are invited to attend 
and will be heard. A copy of the application 
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Visit Our Display Center: 836 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110 

•  Sales  •  Rentals  •  Service  •  Buybacks
New and Reconditioned Lifts

Locally Owned & Operated

(518) 393-2274 or (888) 558-LIFT

Stay in the home you Love!

ELEVATORS  •  STAIR LIFTS  •  WHEELCHAIR LIFTS  •  RAMPS

1 BEDROOM/1.5 BATH, 960 sq. ft.
$2200/mo. PLUS Security Deposit

1 Year Lease Minimum • Max Occupancy: 2 • No Pets

FOR RENT: Heritage Hills, Somers NY

Renter Pays Water Usage, Electric, Telephone/Wireless/Cable 
Optional:  Alarm System Activation

• 4 Steps • Private One Car Garage • Washer/Dryer • Full Eat-In Kitchen •  
• Granite Countertops • Stainless Appliances • Electric Full Oven & Microwave •  

• Open Floor Plan • Terrace • Gym/Outdoor Pool Access • Central Air/Heat •

To apply, email HeritageHills@optimum.net. All applications MUST be faxed to 914.232.0227 
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materials and plans may be inspected during 
normal business hours at the office of the 
Planning Board Clerk, Town of Putnam 
Valley Town Hall. 1. Gjonaj, Chris- White 
Rock Road (TM#73.-2-30.1/File2019-
0203) The subject property is comprised of 
+/- 3.9 acres and is located on  White Rock 
Road within the R-3 Zoning District.  The 
applicant is  proposing to construct a single 
family residence, driveway, septic system 
and well. DECISION 2.  Putnam Valley 
Fire Station- Oscawana Lake Road  
(TM#72.20-1-7.12& 7.11/File2019-
0199) The subject property consist of +/- 
10.3 acres of land and is located on Oscawana 
Lake Road and within the R-2 Zoning District.  
The applicant   is proposing soil remediation 
of contaminatedFire Department and the 
Ambulance Corps. Properties.  The remedial 
design project includes re-grading the 
unstable slopes and construction of a clean 
soil cover over the top of the contaminated 
fill. SKETCH 3. Filho Residence, - 135 
Bell Hollow Road (TM# 51.-1-4/File: 
2019-0190) The subject property consists 
of + 19.2acres of land and is located on  
135 Bell Hollow Road and within the R-3 
Zoning District.  The  applicant is proposing 
to construct a swimming pool, terrace 
and  outdoor kitchen.  A Site Development 
Plan, Major Grading and Wetland Permit is 
required. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 3. 
Approve Minutes of October 21, 2019

Notice is hereby given that the Town of 
Putnam Valley has received a wetlands 
application from the following applicant: WT 
22/19 Rodman Patton 77 south Highland 
Road TM# 61.-2-25 WT23/19 Noah Levy 

280 West Shore Drive  TM# 62.6-1-3 
WT24/19 Charles Hunter 381 Peekskill 
Hollow Road TM# 73.-1-66 

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus 
Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

REAL ESTATE

FARM LAND LIQUIDATION New York 
Vermont Border 16 acre to 62 acre parcels 
starting at $49,900 open and wooded, abundant 
wildlife, financing available (802) 447-0779

Mini Farm - 16 acres only $49,900. Perfect 
homestead property, Raise crops/animals on 
this fantastic land bargain. Views/southern 
exposure-excellent for orchard, 45 min. 
Albany. Financing 802-447-0779

continued from previous page

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129
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D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go
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For Westchester County Legislator

Colin Smith

Moving 
   Westchester
       Forward       
         Together!

Democrat Colin Smith will fight for Northern Westchester! After growing up in Peekskill, 
Colin worked his way through night school to become an attorney, serving in the Bronx 
District Attorney’s office before becoming a Peekskill School Board Member and City 
Councilman. Colin will stand up for us on the issues that matter most.

PROTECT TAXPAYERS by keeping property taxes below the Tax Cap and supporting tax 
equity for Westchester homeowners - just like Colin’s done his whole career.

FIGHT FOR NORTHERN WESTCHESTER’S FAIR SHARE of infrastructure  
investment to improve our local roads, bridges, sewer systems and parks.

CREATE MORE AFFORDABLE SOLUTIONS to help working families find decent housing 
and allow our senior citizens to age in place.

COMBAT THE OPIOID CRISIS afflicting our communities by expanding the County’s role 
in education, prevention and treatment programs.

Vote Early Until 11/3! Election Day 11/5, 6am-9pm
Wednesday

Oct. 30

8am - 
4pm

Friday
Nov. 1

8am - 
4pm

Thursday
Oct. 31

Noon- 
8pm

Tuesday
Oct. 29

Noon- 
8pm

Saturday 
Nov. 2

Noon- 
5pm

Sunday  
Nov. 3

Noon- 
5pm

Peekskill & Cortlandt:
Peekskill City Hall, Early Voting

Yorktown:
Jefferson Village, Early Voting
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RE-ELECT
LACHTERMAN
& DIANA

Values, Knowledge,  
Experience, Integrity

 Keep Yorktown Affordable for Families & Seniors 

 Create a business friendly environment that 
works with projects to enhance our community

 Keep creating and attracting new events to 
make Yorktown a Destination

 Keep working on repairing and replacing  
our aging infrastructure

VOTE ON TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 5

VOTE ON TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER 5FOR YORKTOWN

Make the right choice

Councilman Ed Lachterman with daughter Keri & wife Carol

Councilman Tom Diana with wife Donna

Luis Segarra
Segarra ran unsuccessfully for a council 

seat in 2017. He has lived in Peekskill for 25 
years and is Co-owner 
and CFO of The Cres-
cent Companies, which 
he founded in Peekskill 
in 2001. Since its incep-
tion the company has 
grown to be one of the 
foremost consulting 

firms in New York overseeing contract is-
sues in the construction industry related to 
Minority & Women Owned Business Pro-
grams (MWBE), Affirmative Action, Civil 
Rights, Integrity Monitoring and Prevailing 
Wage Contract Compliance.

“I am a firm believer that everyone 
should be afforded the most basic needs 
without it being a burden on them or their 
way of living. That Community involve-
ment in all issues should be first and 
foremost,” he said. “That with great fiscal 
responsibility and management this city 

is destined for greatness, fairness, oppor-
tunity for all, and prosperity. That every 
voice is the echo of positive change, and 
must be heard. I believe that all Peekskill 
Residents regardless of Race, Gender, Na-
tionality, or Preferences are the only spe-
cial interest in this city that matter.”

Kathleen Talbot
Talbot has been a councilwoman for 

eight years under three administrations 
and is currently deputy mayor. A lifelong 
city resident, she owned and operated a 

corporate communications business for 
many years and is a licensed clinical social 

worker.
“I believe I am mak-

ing a solid contribu-
tion to our city,” Tal-
bot said. “Peekskill is 
a hot item right now. 
You just have to look 
around and see the 
growth in Peekskill. I 

want to continue to do the work, especially 
in the green area.”

Three Seats Up for Grabs as Dems Strive to Retain Control
Continued from page 17

Election 2019: Peekskill Common Council

New Tenant to 
Revitalize Croton-
Harmon Station 
House 
 

MTA Metro-North Railroad today an-
nounced that a new tenant will renovate and 
reinvigorate an underutilized 321-square foot 
space inside the former ticket office at the 
Croton-Harmon station. A health food retail 
business, Pure-DC, has assumed the license 
for the space and will sell a variety of juices, 
smoothies, acai bowls, energy bars and vegan 
pastries. The station currently has a coffee 
stand located within the overpass, that sells a 
variety of drinks, sandwiches and snacks, and 
Pure-DC will bring more dining options to 
hungry customers on the go. 

Metro-North anticipates that Pure-DC will 
open in early 2020, and will operate six days a 
week from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. The space was 
formally occupied by Emtee Cleaners, which 
has relocated to the north section of the sta-
tion building.

 As part of the license agreement, Pure-DC 
will clean and restore all exposed brick walls, 
install new tile flooring and replace the en-
trance door frame and moldings.  PureDC will 
also install a new three-compartment sink and 
a ductless HVAC rooftop condenser.

 “Every week, about 14,500 customers use 
the Croton-Harmon station, generating over 
28,000 rides,” said Catherine Rinaldi, Presi-
dent of Metro-North Railroad. “I’m delighted 
that we’ll soon be able to offer these customers 
another spot to stop and grab a snack at the 
station. Pure-DC will help make the Croton-
Harmon station a more inviting place for cus-
tomers and enhance their daily commute.” 

 After soliciting proposals for this portion of 
the station building, the MTA Board voted to 
approve a license to PureDC.  The MTA’s cri-
teria for selecting the tenant includes financial 
strength, management expertise, the business 
plan, track record of the proposer, compensa-
tion offered and the improvements proposed 
for the site. The selection process requires the 
completion of an extensive application.

The MTA Real Estate Department leases 
retail spaces throughout its service area.  Re-
tail opportunities in the MTA system range 
from full-service restaurants, to newsstands 
and cafés.  The Real Estate Department also 
leases and licenses parking lots and industrial 
spaces within its territory.
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*Must present ad at time of 
purchase. Cannot be 

combined with any other 
offers. Offer expires 11/12/19

Not responsible for typographical errors

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

2009 HONDA FIT  71775 P8177B 5,995.00  
2004 SUBARU FORSTER LTD 94100 P8121A 7,995.00  
2010 MAZDA M6  97795 P8232 8,995.00  
2010SUBARU LEGACY 5-SPD 104310 P8021B 8,995.00  
2010 SUBARU FORESTER  101936 19-495A 9,995.00  
2008 ACURA RL  43782 19-424A 9,995.00  
2015 DODGE DART SXT  46133 F305-19C 10,995.00  
2013 VW CC  38210 P8208 10,995.00  
2013 FORD EDGE  102721 P8084 10,995.00  
2016 FORD  FIESTA SE  18069 P8095 11,995.00  
2015 VW PASSAT SE  70703 19VW-129A 11,995.00  
2014 FORD EDGE SEL  110070 F280-19A 11,995.00  
2012 FORD ESCAPE LTD  33927 F049-19A 11,995.00  
2017 VW JETTA SEL  70249 12VW-167A 12,995.00  
2014 FORD ESCAPE  84741 P8197A 12,995.00  
2012 VW JETTA S/W TDI  98000 C193019 12,995.00  
2014 SUBARU FORESTER  114732 19-488A 13,995.00 
2014 SUBARU CROSSTREK LTD 101119 P8165A 14,995.00  
2013 SUBARU OUTBACK  61126 P8234 14,995.00  
2013 SUBARU OUTBACK  62338 P8164A 14,995.00  
2013 FORD  MUSTANG CONV 33666 19-107A 15,995.00  
2013 VW BEETLE CONV 50’S 58000 19VW-122A 15,995.00  
2017 FORD  MUSTANG 5SPD 55177 F299-19A 16,995.00  
2014 JEEP GRD CHER  94529 P8233 16,995.00  
2016 SUBARU IMPREZA  11219 P8240 17,995.00  
2016 SUBARU IMP S/W SPT 54597 P8236 17,995.00

PRICESTOCKMILESYEAR, MAKE, MODEL

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 
$500 OFF 

WITH THIS AD!*

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

WITH THIS AD!*WITH THIS AD!*

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

WITH THIS AD!*WITH THIS AD!*
2009 HONDA FIT  71775 P8177B 5,995.00  2009 HONDA FIT  71775 P8177B 5,995.00  2009 HONDA FIT  71775 P8177B 5,995.00  2009 HONDA FIT  71775 P8177B 5,995.00  

MILES
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Furthering Westchester County’s mis-
sion to uphold its status as a regional lead-
er in environmental management, the De-
partment of Environmental Facilities has 
entered into a 10-year contract extension 
with Wheelabrator Westchester L.P. Whee-
labrator, the operator of the Charles Point 
Waste-to-Energy Facility that provides 
environmentally-safe disposal of waste in 
Westchester, has agreed to financial con-
cessions that will result in an estimated 
savings of over $17.2 million for the county. 
Additionally, the county negotiated for the 
ability to divert up to 62,500 tons of waste 
annually from municipal solid waste sent to 

Wheelabrator’s Facility in Peekskill.
Westchester County Executive George 

Latimer said: “This 10-year contract exten-
sion will enable Westchester County to pur-
sue a residential food scrap recycling pro-
gram, which will help protect our county 
for future generations, create cost savings 
and allow for waste reduction. Since 2003, 
Westchester County has been able to re-
duce the amount of waste it delivers to the 
Wheelabrator facility by over 25 percent, 
which translates to millions of dollars in 
savings each year to Westchester County 
residents.”

Commissioner of the Department of En-

vironmental Facilities Vincent Kopicki said: 
“The county has been partners with Whee-
labrator for more than 30 years and we look 
forward to continuing that relationship. 
They have proven to be excellent stewards 
of the Waste-to-Energy Facility and our 
partnership ensures that the county’s resi-
dential waste is not landfilled but used to 
create clean energy.”

Pursuant to the contract with Wheela-
brator, the county, on behalf of the Refuse 
Disposal District, delivers the Refuse Dis-
posal District’s residential trash to the 
Charles Point Waste-to-Energy Facility. The 
facility processes up to 2,250 tons of house-

hold and commercial waste every day. The 
waste is transferred to utility-type boilers 
that recover thermal energy in the form of 
high-pressure steam. The steam-powered 
turbines generate 63,000 kilowatts of elec-
tricity an hour, enough to power approxi-
mately 67,000 homes. Additional steam not 
required for electricity generation is mar-
keted to a nearby commercial customer, 
White Plains Linen, for use as a clean, reli-
able and renewable energy source.

The Refuse Disposal District is com-
prised of 36 of the county’s 43 municipali-
ties. The 36 district municipalities include 
90 percent of the county’s population. 

Westchester Extends Contract with Wheelabrator for 10 Years

Joe Giordano, 4th Generation Funeral Director

SPECIALIZING IN PERSONALIZED FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES, 
PRE-PLANNING, AND MONUMENT DESIGN

PRIVATELY SITUATED, QUIET LOCATION, AND AMPLE PARKING

(914) 737-0083
www.currygiordanofh.com

Family Owned and Operated

Curry & Giordano Funeral Home, Inc.
313 North James Street

Peekskill, NY 10566

OUR NEW LOCATION 
IS ALMOST A REALITY!  

 So excited to add value to 
our wonderful community of 

pets and owners!!

WE’RE MOVING!

Privately Owned

Progressive Animal Hospital
(914) 248-6220  •  Progressive-Vet.com
149 Route 202 & Lovell Street • Somers, NY 10589

This winter, 
we will be moving to 

Just next door to
 DeCicco & Sons and CVS!

268 Route 202, Somers

WE’RE MOVING!

Privately Owned
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To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The Official 
Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

Happy, healthy, loved. These are the dreams we have for our families and friends.

So we cherish the moments that make us smile and inspire us to grow...
when we move, create, serve, play, teach, do. When we care. 

This is how health rises in each of us, and in our homes and communities. 
Because when we’re being ourselves, we all feel better.

Let’s get everyone covered.
If you or someone you know needs health insurance,  
Fidelis Care is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call: 1-888-FIDELIS

Click: fideliscare.org

Visit: A Fidelis Care community office  
near you. Search for locations  
at fideliscare.org/offices
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths����������������������

for WESTCHESTER COUNTY COURT JUDGE

VOTE NOVEMBER 5th

PRISCO4COUNTY.COMROBERT 

PRISCO
Robert Prisco

Paid for by Prisco 4 County

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
- Westchester County Assistant District
  Attorney for 32 years
- Chief of Local Criminal Courts and 
  Grand Jury Division
- Chief of Major Case Bureau
- Deputy Chief of Homicide Bureau
- Tried to verdict: murder, attempted murder, 
  kidnapping, robbery, burglary, assault and
  weapons possession cases.
- Violent Felony Coordinator
- Mental Health Court Coordinator
- Member of Criminal Justice Advisory Board
- Member of the Raise the Age Committee

EDUCATION:
- Albany Law School, Juris Doctor, 1986
- Villanova University, B.A. Economics, 1983

BAR ADMISSIONS:
- New York State
- U.S. District Court, Southern District of NY

ENDORSED BY: 
- Westchester County Democratic Party
- Westchester County Conservative Party
- Westchester County Independence Party
- Westchester County Working Families Party
- Serving America Movement (SAM) Party
- Affiliated Police Association of Westchester, Inc.
- Westchester County Detectives Association
- Yonkers Captains, Lieutenants & Sergeants Association
- Yonkers PBA
- Westchester Hispanic Law Enforcement Association (WHLEA)
- Westchester County DA Investigators PBA
- Westchester Corrections Superior Officers Association
- Westchester Corrections Officers Benevolent Association
- Westchester Probation Officers Association
- IAFF Local 628, Yonkers Firefighters Union
- Yonkers Uniformed Fire Officers Association
- Hispanic Democrats of Westchester
- Hudson Valley Stonewall Democrats (LGBTQ)
- Westchester/Putnam Central Labor Body AFL-CIO
- Building & Construction Trades Council of Westchester and Putnam
- MPACnow (Mediterranean Political Action Committee)
- Up 2 Us
- Rated 100% Pro-Choice by WCLA - Choice Matters
- Rated “Well Qualified" by the Westchester County Bar Association
- Rated “Well Qualified” by the Westchester Women’s Bar Association

Panas, Lakeland Music 
Students Honored

Eleven Walter Panas and Lakeland high school music students 
has been accepted into the prestigious 2019 New York State 
School Music Association (NYSSMA) Area All-State music 
ensembles. NYSSMA divides New York State into 15 zones. 
The district’s zone is 11, which makes up all of Westchester 
County. Zone 11 is typically one of the more competitive zones 
throughout the state. Students who are selected for Area All-
State are among the top musicians of their zone; our 11 selected 
students are highly talented individuals who will perform a 
concert at SUNY Purchase at 8 p.m. on Thursday, November 7.
District students Selected for Area All-State include: Glenn 
Griffin - Mixed Chorus – WPHS; Lior Shaham - Mixed Chorus – 
WPHS; Lily Milkis - String Orchestra – WPHS; Sophie Sax - String 
Orchestra- WPHS; Kyle Pearce - Band – LHS; Vaishali Miriyagalla - 
Band – WPHS; Remi Rivard - Treble Chorus – LHS; Paige Martinez 
- Treble Chorus – WPHS; Karalyn Murray - Treble Chorus – WPHS; 
Emely Ramos - Treble Chorus – WPHS; and Kayley Strang - Treble 
Chorus – WPHS.
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