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By Rick Pezzullo
The U.S. Coast Guard has decided to tem-

porarily suspend plans to create 43 new an-
chorages in 10 locations along the Hudson 
River from Yonkers to Kingston.

After reviewing more than 10,200 com-
ments that were received from elected of-
ficials and residents during a comment pe-
riod that ended last December, Rear Adm. 
Steven Poulin, commander of the First 
Coast Guard District, announced last week 
the Coast Guard was suspending “future 
rulemaking decisions” and directing a for-
mal risk identification and evaluation of the 
Hudson River, known as a Ports and Water-
ways Safety Assessment (PAWSA).

The PAWSA process is designed to iden-

tify major waterway safety hazards, estimate 
risk levels, evaluate potential mitigation 
measures, and set the stage for implemen-
tation of selected measures to reduce risks.

“This was a clear win for the people of 
Westchester County and all those who en-
joy the Hudson River,” said Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino. “The fed-
eral government’s plan to reindustrialize 
the Hudson River and create a giant park-
ing lot along its banks for tankers was a ter-
rible idea from the start. Although it never 
should have been proposed, we’re grateful 
the Coast Guard listened to the public and 
made the right decision.”

Last August, an organization of munici-
pal officials called the Hudson River Water-

front Alliance was announced. The alliance 
included the towns of Cortlandt and Ossin-
ing, the villages of Ossining, Buchanan and 
Briarcliff Manor and the City of Peekskill. 

Two of the 10 sites being considered by 
the Coast Guard were located within the 
borders of the Town of Cortlandt: approxi-
mately 127 acres in the Montrose region 
that would accommodate as many as three 
vessels, and approximately 98 acres be-
tween Tomkins Cove in Rockland County 
and Verplanck that would also handle up to 
three vessels. The Coast Guard was propos-
ing to use more than 2,000 acres of the Hud-
son for barges.

There is currently only one anchorage 
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Coast Guard Suspends Plan to Create Anchorages in Hudson 

By Rick Pezzullo
The four Republicans on the Yorktown 

Town Board applauded a recent report 
from the town’s auditors that Yorktown’s 
unrestricted fund balance in the General 
Fund had increased by nearly 53%.

Representatives from O’Connor Dav-
ies attributed the large hike during the 
2016 fiscal year to better than forecasted 
non-real estate tax revenue, as well as a 
$2.4 million reduction in budgeted ex-
penses.

“Since we don’t have direct control 
over non-real estate tax revenues we are 
cautious not to overestimate that income 
for the town,” said Yorktown Supervisor 
Michael Grace in a press release. “While 
we are pleased that those revenues have 
exceeded expectations, we take great 
pride in the results caused by reducing 

the town’s spending, which we do have 
greater control over. During my tenure 
as supervisor, I have safeguarded every 
dollar we spend out of respect for the 
hardworking taxpayers of Yorktown. 
This week’s report shows exactly what 
happens when government spends pru-
dently.”

“Under Supervisor Grace and our 
present town board we have made the 
right decisions that will keep town ex-
penses trending downward over the next 
several years,” said Councilman Tom Di-
ana. “Coupled with the fact that we have 
already addressed and funded a number 
of major infrastructure and capital im-
provements, as long as the revenue in the 
town remains consistent, we can predict 

Fund Balance Growth 
Report in Yorktown Debated

Continued on page 2

Yorktown Team Wins Championship
During Father’s Day weekend, the YAC 12u Huskers Green travel team were the silver bracket 
champions of the Sparta (NJ) Schools Out fastpitch tournament by defeating Skylands Pride, 
Branchburg Blaze and the Denville Blue Devils. (L-R:) Coach Carl Piehler, Jaime Cardello, Kelly 
Jennings, Samantha Longo, Leah Cohen, Olivia Salveggi, Breanna Vo, Lauren Strauss, Head Coach 
Lou Salveggi. (Bottom L-R:) Coach Chau Vo, Emily Piehler, Hailey Moran, Belle Raffa.

Local officials rallied against Coast Guard plan for 
months. 

Continued on page 2
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Q: How healthy is breastfeeding?  
A:  It is the healthiest way, bar none, to feed and 
nurture most newborns, according to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). They recommend 
exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months, 
and continued breastfeeding as solid foods are 
introduced throughout your baby’s first year.

Q: How does breastfeeding benefit my baby?  
A: There are many benefits, which continue as your 
baby develops. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
finds that babies who are exclusively breastfed have 
fewer ear infections, serious illnesses and allergies 
than those who were not breastfed or were partially 
breastfed. Moreover, the AAP reports a more than 
one-third drop in the rate of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome among breastfed infants. Breastfed babies 
are also less likely to become obese adolescents 
or adults. Interestingly, the composition of breast 
milk changes over time to support baby’s ongoing 
developmental needs. 

Q: What are the benefits for mom?  
A: The advantages for mothers are numerous. 
Breastfeeding women often find it easier to lose their 
pregnancy weight quickly. In addition, the WHO finds 
that women who breastfeed lower their risk of breast 
and ovarian cancers. Breastfeeding also decreases a 
woman’s risk of developing both Type 2 diabetes and 
osteoporosis. There are also important psychological 
and emotional benefits: nursing offers peaceful 
downtime that can have a restorative and meditative 
effect on the busy mother of a newborn. 

Q: How do I succeed at breastfeeding?  
A: Some new mothers worry they “won’t do it right.” 
Others are concerned about painful, sore nipples or that 
their baby won’t get enough milk. First-time mothers 
are often unsure how to continue breastfeeding once 
they’re back to work. Preparation is the key to success. 
I advise every expecting mother and their partner 
to take a breastfeeding class in the last trimester of 
pregnancy. You’ll feel empowered and gain confidence 
by learning what to expect during the first weeks with a 
newborn. You will be ready to experience this intimate 
act of love between mother and baby. 

New Baby in Your Life?
Discover breastfeeding’s many benefits 
to baby AND mom...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the 
Lactation Expert
Kim McKechnie, RN, IBCLC
Lactation Coordinator
Northern Westchester Hospital

At Northern Westchester Hospital, 
new parents have accessto a 
lactation expert 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Visit 
www.nwhc.net to learn more.

ground for vessels along a 100-mile stretch 
in the Hudson River from New York City to 
Albany. The Coast Guard, which has noted 
the plan is only in an exploratory phase, has 
publicly stated the proposal was initiated by 
the Maritime Association of the Port of NY/
NJ Tug and Barge Committee, the Hud-
son River Port Pilot’s Association, and the 
American Waterways Operators.

“(The) announcement by the Coast 
Guard that they are withdrawing the pro-
posal to establish barge anchorage sites 
along the Hudson is the right decision and 
shows how a strong bipartisan effort on all 
levels of government can accomplish im-
portant goals for our citizens and the envi-
ronment,” said Westchester County Legis-
lator John Testa (R/Peekskill), the board’s 
minority leader. “It is hard to believe such a 
plan was proposed in the first place.”

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/York-
town), who held an informal public hearing 
last October in Croton on the proposal, also 
rejoiced in the Coast Guard’s decision.

“It is long overdue for the Coast Guard to 
withdraw this ill-conceived proposal. This 
is one ship that should have never left port,” 
he remarked. “After having been one of the 
first elected officials to bring attention to 
this issue as the former Chairman of New 
York State’s Administrative Regulations Re-
view Commission, we have shown that by 
holding public hearings, press conferences 
and launching a petition drive that garnered 
more than 2,000 signatures, you really can 
fight City Hall.”

On December 5, Astorino, Murphy, state 
senators David Carlucci (D/Clarkstown) 
and Sue Serino (R/Hyde Park), professor 
John Cronin from Pace University and stu-
dents from the Pace Environmental Policy 

Clinic charged the Coast Guard was cir-
cumventing its own procedures to benefit 
the shipping industry with anchorages for 
oil barges.

The students contended, prior to pub-
lishing the proposal in the federal register 
in June, the Coast Guard should have com-
pleted two major studies, addressing river 
hazards and impacts, conducted public ses-
sions with mariners, environmental groups 
and government, and provided all members 
of the public the opportunity to change the 
plan.

However, last summer, the Maritime As-
sociation of the Port of NY/NJ issued a let-
ter of support to the Coast Guard for the 
anchorages plan, with Executive Director 
Edward Kelly stating, “the establishment of 
necessary federally designated anchorage 
areas in the Hudson River…will serve to 
provide critical infrastructure which is vital 

to the safe, secure and efficient transport of 
people and goods in the Hudson River.”

“Additionally, it is well recognized that the 
marine transportation mode: Is the cleanest 
and most environmentally friendly; Is the 
most fuel efficient; Requires minimal Infra-
structure; Reduces roadway congestion and 
wear/tear, thus reducing the need for public 
infrastructure expenditures; Reduces emis-
sions (air and water); Eliminates over 3.1 
million truck trips in NYC annually,” Kelly 
stated.

“There currently are no formal anchor-
ages on the Hudson River. The Hudson 
River requires sufficient anchorages to en-
sure navigational safety by allowing vessels 
designated areas in which to anchor when 
weather, visibility restrictions, emergen-
cies, security requirements, and/or seasonal 
conditions constrict the ability to proceed 
safely,” Kelly continued. 

Coast Guard Suspends Plan to Create Anchorages in Hudson 
Continued from page 1

a downward trend on taxes.”
Town officials also announced last 

week $2.2 million in paving would be 
done in Yorktown this summer, about 
$1.6 million of which was being funded 
through state grants, courtesy of State 
Senator Terrence Murphy (R/Yorktown).

However, the lone Democrat on the 

town board, Councilman Vishnu Patel, 
and Elliot Krowe, co-chair of the York-
town Democratic Committee, main-
tained the large fund balance was due to 
the fact needed projects in the town have 
not been done.

“All that glistens is not gold,” Patel said. 
“He hasn’t done any projects.”

“The large fund balance noted by the 

report from the audit firm hired by the 
town reflects the fact that the Grace ad-
ministration has failed to address seri-
ous problems affecting the safety, health 
and quality of life of Yorktown residents,” 
Krowe said. “For the past five years, this 
administration has allowed our streets 
and roads to get worse, dangerous inter-
sections to become even more dangerous, 

and storefronts to remain vacant for lack 
of a plan for smart development in a man-
ner which protects our environment.”

“So, the artificially-inflated fund bal-
ance is a consequence of the fact that the 
Grace administration has socked away 
money by not doing its job and by run-

Fund Balance Growth Report in Yorktown Debated
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 24
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Peekskill Board of Education has 

appointed an interim superintendent of 
schools for the upcoming school year.

Mary Keenan Foster, who has served 
as the district’s assistant superintendent 
for elementary education, was chosen by 
the board at its June 20 meeting, effec-
tive July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 or until 
a permanent superintendent is selected.

“Mrs. Foster’s well known, long stand-
ing service to our children and com-
munity, along with her leadership that 
helped shape our plan for district reor-
ganization, makes her the right person 
for this position as we focus on the criti-
cally important task of recruiting a new 
superintendent of schools,” the board 
stated in a letter to the school commu-
nity.

Meanwhile, Dr. Lorenzo Licopoli, who 
has been acting superintendent since 
April after well-liked Dr. David Fine re-
signed suddenly from his $230,000 posi-
tion at the end of March after nine years 
in charge, has agreed to continue to serve 
the district as a consultant to Foster and 
the Board of Education.

As a consultant, Licopoli is expected to 
help develop a District Program Evalu-
ation System that will inform the board 
on how it its improving to meet the goals 
for school district quality.

Some other new leaders in the district 
next year will be Randy Lichtenwalner 
(Hillcrest Elementary School Principal), 
Crystal Hernandez and Jackie Liburd (el-
ementary school principals) and Court-
ney Simon (Peekskill Middle School As-
sistant Principal).

Interim Peekskill Superintendent 
of Schools Chosen 

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 
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DELIVERED RIGHT 
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Mary Foster

Newest Troop 174 Eagle Scout Miraj S. Patel (center) with his parents Mr. & Mrs. Sachin and 
brother Minal Patel, and Councilman Vishnu Patel, who presented a certificate on behalf  of  the 
Town Board. Miraj’s Eagle Scout project was at John F. Kennedy School, where he built a shed 
that will allow the safe storage of  equipment.
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Soundview 
Preparatory School

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 

Independent, co-ed day school for grades 6–12  •  Picturesque campus  
4-to-1 student-faculty ratio  •  Excellent college placement  •  Rolling admissions  

• flexible support center One of the first 
of its kind, to help Soundview students with 
strategies for organizational skills, writing, 
note taking, homework and study skills

• Music production and recording courses

• senior internship program

• steaM Makerspace

• science research program

• expanded ap course offerings

• campus renovation and construction

• shuttle service from Metro-North stations

N o w  a c c e p t i N g  a p p l i c a t i o N s  f o r  f a l l  2 0 1 7  
c a l l  9 1 4 . 9 6 2 . 2 7 8 0  o r v i s i t  s o u N d v i e w p r e p . o r g

E XC I T I N G C H A N G E S
happening at

S O U N DV I E W P R E P!
What’s New at Soundview Prep...
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Conveniently located in Sleepy Hollow, Northwell 
Health Cancer Institute at Phelps offers leading-edge 
hematology/medical oncology, radiation oncology 
and thoracic surgery services under one roof. Our 
cancer specialists work closely with local surgeons so 
you can receive comprehensive care without leaving 
your community. And to help you on your cancer 
treatment journey, you’ll have access to a variety of 
specialized and support services close to friends and 
family when you need them most.

Innovative and supportive 
cancer care – right in  
your neighborhood.

We’re in this together.

To make an appointment,  
please call (914) 366-1600 or visit  
Northwell.edu/PhelpsCancer.

File name: Northwell_Phelps Oncology_9.75x11.82_4C
Size: 9.75”x11.82”, CMYK

Publication: Mt. Kisco Northern Westchester Examiner;  Mt. Kisco The Examiner (central west); Mt. Kisco White Plains Examiner 
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By Martin Wilbur
Ride-sharing began last Thursday 

throughout Westchester after the Board 
of Legislators and County Executive Rob 
Astorino reached a compromise with op-
erators Uber and Lyft to launch a voluntary 
criminal background check for drivers.

The first-of-its-kind program, named 
Thumbs Up, will allow drivers to be fin-
gerprinted for a $90 fee at the county’s Taxi 
and Limousine Commission (TLC) offices 
in White Plains. Within 72 hours, the re-
sults will be returned and entered into a 
database, Astorino said.

A fingerprinted driver whose record 
turns up clean will be issued a “Thumbs 
Up” decal that can be displayed in the car 
window to show passengers that the vehi-
cle operator has passed a criminal back-
ground check.

“On a personal level, I would feel more 
comfortable as a husband that my wife 
and my daughters, in this day and age, get 
into a car knowing that driver has been 
thoroughly vetted through fingerprinting, 
background checks,” Astorino said during 
a press conference to announce the pro-
gram and that ridesharing would begin in 
Westchester at 12:01 a.m. on Thursday.

State legislators approved a law in the re-
cently completed session to allow the ride-
sharing companies to operate throughout 
the state outside of New York City; howev-

er, the legislation fails to require the crimi-
nal background check for drivers. Recently, 
debate has simmered in Westchester and 
elsewhere about the appropriate levels of 
regulation and whether the county should 
opt out of ride-sharing unless criminal 
background checks are mandatory.

Astorino said that since New York City 
requires the check and borders the county, 
Westchester residents should have the same 
level of protection as passengers in the five 
boroughs. Currently, taxis in Westchester 

are regulated by each 
municipality, but for-
hire car services and 
other livery operators 
must have their driv-
ers fingerprinted.

Astorino said he 
and the Board of Leg-
islators understand 
the public’s demand 
for the highly popular 
ride-sharing services. 
But hopes the com-
panies will use the 
pool of approved ap-

plicants to hire drivers.
“Our goal was to 

find the right balance 
between safety and 
convenience,” Astorino 
said. “Ride-sharing 

companies provide the public with an im-
portant transportation option. But if that 
convenient ride is not safe, it’s not really an 
option at all.”

Ride-sharing companies have been 
opposed to the fingerprinting and back-
ground check contending that their own 
vetting process along with the use of tech-
nology delivers at least the same level of 
protection.

“What’s important for our company is 

to think about safety holistically,” said Josh 
Gold, New York policy director for Uber. 
“It’s not only about the background screen-
ing, it’s about the technology after you get 
into the ride, before and after you get into 
the ride.”

Gold said that through the Uber app the 
customer sees the car make and model, 
license plate and photo of the driver. The 
car can also be tracked through GPS so the 
customer is alerted to head outside only as 
the driver approaches the address.

Furthermore, the passenger rates the 
driver and vice versa, and that information 
is shared within 24 hours, he said.

The process of approving drivers also 
sets up 21 disqualifiers for ride-sharing 
companies, Gold added.

“We’re looking forward to providing af-
fordable, reliable transportation options 
and we feel this is a good compromise 
that balances the needs of the legislature 
and the county executive with the require-
ments of state law,” Gold said of the volun-
tary fingerprinting program.

At least initially, passengers will not have 
the option of requesting a driver who has 
passed the background check and has the 
decal. The companies are also hoping to 
avoid a cancellation fee if any passenger 
refuses to get into a car that doesn’t display 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
County Executive Rob Astorino announced last week the start of  ride-
sharing as of  June 29. As part of  a compromise to bring the service to 
Westchester, a voluntary fingerprinting and background check program 
has been established.

Ride-sharing Starts After County Reaches Compromise

Continued on page 24
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The updated and often-used audito-
rium at the Yorktown High School has a 
new name.  It will now be known as the 
Dr. Ralph A. Napolitano Auditorium to 
honor the Superintendent of Schools of 
the Yorktown Central School District 
whose retirement takes effect July 7 after 
11 years with the district and more than 
four decades as an educator.

During a June 19 ceremony attended 
by Napolitano and his family, the YCSD 
Board of Education unveiled temporary 
lettering positioned between the two 
entrance doors to the auditorium and 
above a display case in the High School 
lobby.  Permanent, more elegant and 
prominent lettering will be installed at a 
later date this summer.

The Board of Education first an-
nounced its intention to name the audi-
torium in honor of Dr. Napolitano dur-
ing a Special Meeting on May 25.  The 
announcement pleasantly surprised Dr. 
Napolitano and a gathering of more than 
325 people to celebrate his retirement 
from Yorktown Schools. 

“Dr Napolitano has been a transforma-
tive leader in Yorktown. For the past 
eleven years under his leadership we have 
made significant improvements in all as-
pects of our district from our facilities to 
technology and curriculum everything 

has improved for the better. We will be 
forever grateful for his strong, steady, 
whole child focused leadership,” Board of 
Education President Ms. Jackie Carbone 
said.  “The auditorium is truly reflective 
of the changes we have undergone during 
Dr. Napolitano’s years as superintendent.”

After the dedication was made official 
at the Board of Education Meeting on 
Monday, June 19, Napolitano stated:

“Over the past 10 years since its reno-

vation, I have spent many evenings in the 
District Auditorium honoring students 
at special recognition nights, proudly 
listening to concerts, watching plays and 
dance ensembles and attending assem-
bly programs and hosting welcome back 
programs for the faculty and staff. The 
auditorium is a beautiful facility that has 
welcomed our parents and community 
members and entertained our faculty 
and students on so many occasions and 

in so many venues.  
“To have such a beautiful and welcom-

ing facility named in my honor was an 
unexpected and unforgettable moment.  
The generous dedication from the Board 
of Education made me feel valued, hon-
ored and appreciated.  I will carry York-
town in my heart forever; I will be grate-
ful for this honor for the rest of my life.” 

The board said it chose to rename the 
performance space as a way to recognize 
the school leader’s focused and concerted 
efforts in the last 11 years to “transform” 
the district as well as this auditorium that 
now sports acoustic tiles, fine seating, an 
impressive stage, and good lighting and 
sound systems.

The space, said the board, is a symbol 
of the many improvements that Napoli-
tano brought to Yorktown schools when 
he arrived in 2006. In announcing the 
new name for the facility, the board said 
in a Resolution:

The “District Auditorium, much like 
the School District, was a shambles at 
that time, with missing seats, bad sound 
and poor lighting, and under the leader-
ship and vision of Dr. Napolitano, was 
rebuilt and transformed into a shining 
star that enhances opportunities for our 
wonderful students to showcase their tal-
ents, skills and abilities.”

Auditorium at Yorktown High Named in Honor of Napolitano

Former Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Ralph Napolitano at YHS gym dedication. 

A shiny green, blue and black mosaic 
mural stands as a beacon in the lobby 
of Ossining’s Anne M. Dorner Middle 
School. It conveys to the school commu-
nity that kindness, courtesy, tolerance 
and understanding are expected and 
practiced in the building.  

Students and staff members recently 
unveiled the mural – a green flower with 
the words “be kind” in the center, sur-
rounded by blue tiles. Nearly 50 sixth-, 
seventh- and eighth-graders made green 
clay pieces for the center of the emblem 
and put words and designs on them, such 
as “AMD Rocks,” which is the school 
motto, “Se Gentil,” which is “Be Kind” in 
Spanish and flowers.

The mural is a project of “Ben’s Bells,” 
an Arizona-based organization that en-
courages people to strengthen relation-
ships and communities by practicing 
“intentional kindness.” It is the first “Ben’s 
Bells” mural at a New York school in New 
York and is an outgrowth of the Kindness 
Club that AMD students started last year. 

AMD teacher Brooke Wool helped 
bring the mural project to fruition. “It’s 
very moving. It’s symbolic and it’s power-
ful,” she said at the unveiling in June.

Jeanette Maré of Tucson, Arizona, 
founded Ben’s Bells after losing her tod-
dler son Ben 15 years ago. Her family 

created a design for a wind chime that 
includes clay designs and a bell. The 
chimes remind people of the importance 
of “intentional kindness.” The nonprofit, 
which has a studio in Connecticut, also 
works with schools and communities to 
install “Be Kind” murals.

“This mural will stand as a constant re-
minder to our students, our staff and our 
families that simple acts of kindness can 

go a long way,” Superintendent Raymond 
Sanchez said during the ceremony.  

The AMD project was made possible 
by a grant from Ossining MATTERS 
Education Foundation. “The message is 
clear and beautiful and I am so moved. 
It’s really special,” said Jessica Irons, 
foundation president.

After the unveiling of the mural, AMD 
students went on a “Kindness Walk” to 

the cafeteria and taped notes on a Giving 
Tree on the wall about what they could 
do to promote kindness. This part of the 
project was supported by the AMD PTA.

Candace Colon, 13, said she liked how 
the project brought people together and 
required teamwork. “It was a lot of fun. It 
makes me look back on how much this 
school is a family,” she said. “Just to be 
part of this is an honor.”

Ossining Middle School Unveils Kindness Mural and Giving Tree
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By Susan Siegel
Supervisor Grace is posed to spend 

several million dollars to build a new 
sports complex at Granite Knolls. Despite 
the fact that planning for the project has 
been in the works for over three years, a 
July 11th public hearing will be the very 
first time residents will have an opportu-
nity to ask questions about the project.

But a word of caution.  If you want to 
learn more about the planned multi-mil-
lion sports complex, you’ll have to physi-
cally attend the meeting because it won’t 
be televised.  While public hearings are 
always scheduled for board meetings that 
are televised, July 11th is a “work session” 
meeting and the board has consistently re-
fused to televise its work sessions.  (At the 
board’s June 20th meeting, a request was 
made to televise the July 11th meeting; 
there was no response from the board.)

So far, this is what’s known about the 
complex — which Supervisor Grace 
proudly says will make Yorktown the 
sports capital of the lower Hudson Val-
ley. The complex will include: a 90’ base-
ball field, dugouts, a press box, two artifi-
cial turf multi-purpose fields, pickleball, 
basketball and handball courts, lighting, 

a putting green, a gravel parking area 
with 200 cars, a playground area, nature 
trail, restrooms and a pavilion.  Access 
will be from a new road coming off Ston-
ey Street. 

What’s NOT known.
What will the complex cost and who 

will pay for it?
Although Supervisor Grace once ball 

parked the value of the complex at be-
tween $3 million to $5 million, more of-
ten than not, when asked about the cost, 
he has said we wouldn’t know the cost 
until we went out to bid.  Well, the bids 
came in on June 26th, but as of June 30th, 
the numbers weren’t available to the pub-
lic; they were “still being tabulated.”  

Over the past three years, Supervisor 
Grace has consistently told us that the 
complex would be built at “no cost to 
taxpayers; ”the money would come from 
Spectra (now called Enbridge) and the 
new owner of the former Phoenix Acad-
emy.  But now it looks like Enbridge will 
be the only source of outside money, and, 
more recently, the supervisor said that 
“some” parts of the complex might have 
to be built in phases and that “some” tax 

dollars might be needed.  He didn’t say 
what parts of the complex would get 
built, when, and with whose money?  

Once built, what will it cost to main-
tain the complex?

Will extra staff be needed?  Will resi-
dents and teams have to pay to use the 
courts and fields?  Will the new fields draw 
off revenue from the fields at Legacy?

Do we need more athletic fields?
That depends on who you ask.  Those 

involved with teams say we “desperate-
ly” need more fields, adding that many 
of our existing fields are “substandard.”  
Others say no, we have enough fields 
and courts; if Enbridge is going to give 
us money as part of the second phase of 
the pipeline project, the funds should be 
used for road paving and drainage im-
provements. 

Has a usage study been done of our ex-
isting fields? Do we need more fields or 
just “nicer” fields? Instead of building a 
new sports complex, can or should any of 
our existing facilities be repaired and/or 
expanded? Can there be more sharing of 
facilities between the town and the York-
town and Lakeland school districts?

Can Stoney Street safely handle the 
added traffic?

What is the potential traffic impact, 
especially if all or most of the facilities 
are in use at the same time? What traffic 
studies have been done? 

Is there sufficient parking?
Will the planned 200 parking spac-

es be enough, especially when special 
events like tournaments are held?  If not, 
where will the overflow go?

Who has reviewed the plan?
Have the Planning Board, Conserva-

tion Board or Tree Conservation Advi-
sory Commission reviewed the actual 
site plan and wetlands and tree removal 
mitigation plans?

And finally, has the Town Board 
reached out to the neighborhood?

Have homeowners along Stoney Street 
and its side roads been informed about 
the proposed complex? Have they been 
notified of the July 11th public hearing?

Residents may have different positions 
on Granite Knolls but hopefully we can 
all agree on the need for an open and 
transparent town government.

Guest Commentary
Finally, a Chance to Ask Questions

To the Editor:
On June 2, a group of constituent ac-

tivists met with Mr. John Winton, di-
rector of community affairs and special 
projects, Jamie Sprague, director of con-
stituent services, and their intern to ask 
state Sen. Terrence Murphy to co-spon-
sor the Reproductive Health Act (S2796) 
and the Comprehensive Contraception 
Coverage Act (S3668). Senator Murphy 
sits on the committees discussing both of 
these bills. 

Senator Murphy had concerns regard-
ing the decriminalization of late term 
abortions. We impressed upon the staff 
that women who were faced with this 
difficult choice were in the midst of a 
medical emergency, and as such the reg-
ulation of abortion should be moved into 
the public health law.

Senator Murphy had concerns regard-
ing the use of emergency contraception. 
Our Planned Parenthood representative 
explained that Plan B/emergency con-

traception was, in fact, contraception, 
which prevented implantation from oc-
curring in the first place and that it was 
not the same thing as the “abortion pill,” 
RU 486.

On June 9, I followed up with Mr. 
Winton. He indicated a letter of response 
would be sent out in about two days, 
specifically addressing the senator’s two 
main concerns discussed in our meeting, 
and would state his position.  

On June 14, I left a message for Mr. 
Winton asking if the letter had yet been 
sent out. No response. On June 16, I left 
another message for Mr. Winton ask-
ing about the status of the letter. No re-
sponse.

On June 19, I spoke with Ms. Sprague. 
I reviewed the history of my communi-
cation with Mr. Winton and asked her 
the status of the letter. She said he was 
handling the letter so she didn’t know. I 
asked again where the letter is address-
ing the senator’s two main concerns and 
states his position on these two very im-
portant bills. She said she did not know. 
I asked for a call back when Mr. Winton 
returned to the office that afternoon. No 
response.

I spoke with Mr. Winton on June 20. 
He said the letter should go out this 

week, and he will call me when it did. 
They ran into some issues in Albany and 
couldn’t get the letter out. I asked if the 
senator was going to take action on these 
bills. He said he didn’t know.

As a constituent of Sen. Murphy, what 
this looks like to me is that the senator 
is disregarding the importance of these 
bills, that he is unwilling and unable to 
take a stand in support of full reproduc-
tive freedom and that if he avoids stating 
emphatically what his position is long 
enough, that his pro-choice constituents 
will somehow fade away. 

So, what to do now?  Persist.
ELISE-ANN KONSTANTIN

Cortlandt Manor

Supervisor Grace: 
Don’t Hold Our Qual-
ity of Life Hostage to 

Politics!
To the Editor:

Our quality of life depends heavily on 
our roads.  Residents, businesses and 
first responders all depend on them.  
Yorktown’s roads are in terrible shape 

Letters to the Editor
Sen. Murphy Dragging His Feet on Reproductive Health Issues 

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
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@fideliscare H3328_FC 17006 Accepted

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125) 
8 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday, from February 15 through September 30 

fideliscare.org/medicare

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, 
copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on 
January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket 
expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. Fidelis Care is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Fidelis Care 
depends on contract renewal. *Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may 
change from one year to the next.

SAMPLE

You may be eligible for additional money-saving benefits 
through Fidelis Dual Advantage plans, including:

• Monthly Over-the-Counter Card (to pay for items 
like over-the-counter medications, toothpaste, 
incontinence supplies, and more)

• Transportation

• Flexible Spending Dollars

• Comprehensive Dental

• Care Management to support your  
health care needs

• Access to 70,000 doctors and specialists in  
Fidelis Care’s extensive provider network 

Do You Have These 2 Cards?
1. Medicare Card

2. Medicaid/Common Benefit 
Identification Card (CBIC)- NEW

OR
HHHH

Fidelis Care is a 4-star Medicare plan based 
on overall member satisfaction.*

Medicare+Medicaid=
More Benefits
for You!
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Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Our $99 Tune-up Special 
Can’t Be Beat!

Air Conditioning Start-ups, 
Repairs & Tune-ups

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

 

The Most Affordable,  
Assisted Living in Westchester 

Bethel Springvale Inn 
Quality & Affordability - It’s an Easy Choice!  

 877-309-9796 
Call About Our Move-in Specials 

At the Heart of Senior Living                  
bethelwell.org  

62 Springvale Rd.  
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

Yorktown Lions Club 
23rd Annual

2017 Summer Concert Series
Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field – Yorktown Heights, NY

Sundays, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM – Rain or Shine 

 

Saturday Spectacular Music Festival

Yo
rk
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ions Summer Concert

 

Saturday Spectacular Music Festival
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rk
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n L
ions Summer Concert

Sunday 6/25/17 – The Showtime Dance Band�– Best of Motown and swing!

Sunday 7/9/17  – Desert Highway�– Long Island’s premier Eagles Tribute Band!

Sunday 7/23/17 – Echoes of Sinatra�– Relive the music of Ol’ Blue Eyes himself!

Sunday 7/30/17 – Danny V’s 52nd Street�– The Ultimate Billy Joel Tribute Show!

Sunday 8/13/17 – Tramps Like Us�– The Springsteen Tribute band the 
Springsteen goes to see! Featuring Yorktown’s own John Winton!

Presenting Sponsors

Saturday�8/19/17 – Saturday Spectacular Music Festival 

12:00 pm – School of Rock Bedford

1:30 pm – Sailing Stone

2:30 pm – Sands of Time

4:00 pm – Justin Veatch All Star Alumni

5:00 pm  - Chain of Fools

6:30 pm – The Stagecoach Band

8:00 pm – Our Headliner –  Jessica Lynn

Food and Refreshments will be available.
In the event of inclement weather – Concert will be held at Yorktown Theater.

Positively – No Food,  Drink or Coolers allowed inside Theater.
Call 914-393-1447 for more information 

www.yorktownlions.com
PHOTO BY ANNA YOUNG

Raveis Office Opens in Somers
The Raveis family, along with Somers Town Supervisor Rick Morrissey and several Raveis 
representatives, celebrated the grand opening of  William Raveis Real Estate in Somers last 
Wednesday. Last year, owner Bill Ravies made a trip to visit his Somers location quickly realizing 
how small the building was. After Vice President of  Sales Doris Ellias asked Raveis for a bigger 
office Raveis complied, moving his team right next door on 339 Route 202. “We fixed it up and 
it’s one of  the more beautiful offices we have,” Ravies said. “We love being here and the people 
that live here. Thank you for being here to share this with us today.”
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A television producer, an environmen-
talist, an EMT and a pair of Town Clerks 
were among the 14 women honored last 
week at Mt. Kisco Elementary School by 
Senator Terrence Murphy (R/Yorktown) 
as recipients of the 2017 40th Senate Dis-
trict’s Women of Distinction Award. The 
ceremony celebrated the accomplish-
ments of women throughout the Hudson 
Valley who have made their communi-
ties better places to live through their 
achievements in business, charitable 
works, and education.

 “These exceptional female leaders 
were nominated by their peers and fellow 
community members for their exempla-
ry service, tireless effort, and ability to 
inspire positive change,” said Murphy. 
“Our honorees are held in the highest es-
teem by family, friends, and colleagues, 
and it is my privilege to shine a spotlight 
on their accomplishments.” 

 Caroline Murphy, a registered nurse 
at Northern Westchester Hospital for 
the past 25 years and the wife of Senator 
Murphy, served as the evening’s Master 
of Ceremonies. “These women are suc-
cessful businesswomen, entrepreneurs 
and volunteers whose work has im-
proved the lives of others on the commu-
nity,” said Mrs. Murphy. “Their dedica-
tion, ingenuity and leadership qualities 
have made them role models for young 
women looking to make their own mark 
in today’s world.”

 Yorktown resident Paula Miritello, 
Senator Murphy’s Statewide Woman 
of Distinction honoree for 2017, was 
guest speaker. Miritello spoke about “My 
Brother Vinny,” the charitable organiza-
tion she founded in 2013 that furnishes 
apartments for formerly homeless veter-
ans. To date, the organization has helped 
over 440 veterans.

 The 2017 Women of Distinction 
Award recipients are:

 
Anne Brady (Peekskill) - Anne cur-

rently serves as the Event Secretary for 
Colonial Terrace, is the Circulations Desk 
Assistant at the Peekskill Field Library 
and is a greeter at EQ Funeral Home. In 
addition, Anne volunteers for the This is 
Me Foundation, the Paramount Theater, 
Peekskill Sports Hall of Honor Commit-
tee, and has spent 28 years on the Peek-
skill St. Patrick’s Day Committee. For the 
past 20 years, she has worked with the 
Peekskill Parent Teacher’s Association, 
coordinating special events, fundraisers 
and programs. 

 
Patricia Brennan Scova (Mount 

Pleasant) - As President of the St. Do-
minic’s Columbiettes, Patricia has been 
involved with the Mount Pleasant PTA, 
American Heart Association, American 
Cancer Society, and Annual Holy Rosa-
ry Bazaar. Patricia has chaired the Girls 

State Committee for the Gilbert Rauh 
American Legion Auxiliary. She has also 
been a Republican District Leader for 
more than 37 years and has been Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors for the 
Mount Pleasant Italian American As-
sociation for 14 years. She is currently 
serving her 12th term as Town Clerk for 
Mount Pleasant.

 
Amy Campanaro (Brewster) - Amy 

is the Executive Director of the South-
east Museum and an Adjunct Lecturer 
at Western Connecticut State University. 
She was a panelist at the Researching 
New York History Conference in 2015, 
and was awarded the Putnam County 
Historian’s Office Award for Exemplary 
Work in 2011. She is a member of the 
Old Southeast Church Cemetery Board 
and the Tilly Foster Advisory Board, and 
is past President of the Lower Hudson 
Conference.

 
Heather Cooper (Beekman) - Avol-

unteer for the Beekman Volunteer Fire 
Company, Heather is also Captain for 
the Beekman Volunteer Rescue Squad 
and coordinator for the Dutchess Coun-
ty Critical Incident Response Team. 
Heather is currently a Corrections Of-
ficer for the Dutchess County Sheriff ’s 
Department. Her past positions include 
working as a teacher’s aide for United 
Cerebral Palsy, as an EMT and System 
Status Controller for Alamo EMS and an 
EMT and System Status Controller for 
Empress EMS.

 
Kathy Cucchiarella (Somers) - As 

the Chairwoman of Somers Partners in 
Prevention, Kathy has lead the charge in 
Somers against the heroin and opioid ep-
idemic that is ravaging our community. 
Somers Partners in Prevention aims to 
build a safe haven by efficiently address-
ing alcohol and drug use, as well as other 
risk taking behaviors through advocacy, 
hope and awareness. Kathy is also the co-

President of the Somers Central School 
District PTA.

 
Barbara Cutri (Mount Kisco) - Bar-

barais the Director of Operations at the 
Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westch-
ester. She has held other positions within 
the organization, including Program 
Director, Child Care Director, and Early 
Child Educator. Barbara is also a Lector 
at St. Patrick’s Church, and a member of 
the Fox Lane Players, Latino Providers 
Network, Bedford Network and Mount 
Kisco Lions Club.

 
Jill Davis (Cortlandt) - When Jill is 

not working as Director of the Hendrick 
Hudson Free Library, she volunteers at 
the Reformed Church of Cortlandt. Jill 
continues to give back by serving with 
the Cortlandt Community Utility Task 
Force, as the co-creator of the New York 
Sustainable Libraries Initiative, and 
working with the Montrose Business As-
sociation and the Hudson Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce. Jill was the President 
of the Westchester Public Library Di-
rectors Association, and now serves as 
a member of the New York Library As-
sociation.

 
Janet Donohue (Lewisboro) - Janet 

has been the Town Clerk since 2012. 
While the details and minutiae are cer-
tainly important, she brings a level of 
empathy and humanity to her job. She 
is also a leader in the Lewisboro Lions, 
and has been a member of the club since 
2008. Her contributions to the Lions as a 
leading fundraiser, treasurer and volun-
teer, are vital to the club’s success.

 
Catherine Giordano (Town of Pawl-

ing) - An active member of the Pawling 
Chamber of Commerce, Catherine has 
been a reliable and steadfast resource of 
information relating to the town. During 
the day, Catherine serves her community 
as Town Clerk. She has been a force of 

nature behind the scenes for nearly three 
decades, and there is very little that goes 
on in Pawling that she does not play a 
positive role in.

 
Edith Keasbey (Patterson) - A 

staunch advocate for the environment, 
Edith is a member of the Patterson En-
vironmental Conservation Commission, 
as well as Friends of the Great Swamp 
and Putnam County Land Trust. Among 
her most notable accomplishments is 
bringing greater recognition to the Great 
Swamp and fighting to prevent a landfill 
from being placed in the center of Pat-
terson. She and her late husband donated 
Tom’s Path Preserve and Sterling Farm 
Preserve to the Putnam Land Trust.

 
Dianne Kleinmann (New Castle) - A 

retired social worker, Dianne has been a 
member of the Beautification Advisory 
Board since 2001, has served on the Mill-
wood West End Advisory Board since 
1999, and has been co-chair since 2008. 
She continues to be an advocate for sen-
iors in her community by serving on the 
Senior Council of the New Castle Senior 
Citizen Center.

 
Lynne Mongon (Carmel) - A secre-

tary at the Mahopac Middle School guid-
ance office, Lynne has volunteered for the 
McDonough Foundation, which helps 
those affected with cancer. She organ-
izes a Christmas “wish tree” to provide 
presents to needy families, has sent bikes 
to Haiti for those in need, and is involved 
in Mahopac’s Relay for Life. Lynne is also 
well known for “Lynne’s Sweet Treats,” 
her baking business that helps raise 
funds for her charitable causes.

 
Joanne Riccoboni (Southeast) - A 

stay-at-home mom for the last twenty 
years, Joanne home-schooled four chil-
dren. She joined the 4-H Youth Develop-
ment program of Putnam County and 
has since directed programs at Comcast, 
helping over 30 students learn television 
production. She and her students have 
provided a wide range of programming, 
including “Drug Crisis in our Backyard,” 
a talk show about the drug epidemic in 
Putnam County.

 
Donna Seedorf (Lewisboro) - Donna 

held a number of esteemed positions in 
the community, including co-Chair of 
the Lewisboro Ambulance Corps, co-
Chair of the South Salem Library Fair, 
and Secretary of the Lewisboro Repub-
lican Committee. She was a successful 
fundraiser for the Lewisboro Library and 
Lewisboro Ambulance Corps, and was 
also a teacher at the South Salem Pres-
byterian Nursery School and Lewisboro 
Elementary School. Donna was a valued 
member of the Lewisboro community 
until her passing in 2008.

Murphy Recognizes 14 Women of Distinction in District

State Senator Terrence Murphy with local women he honored last week.

12         
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Yorktown Funeral Home

Some things are more important than
others. Like serving our community with
quality, integrity and sincerity.  

We care for the individuals and families
we serve when they most need it.  We
believe it is one of the most important
things we do.  

We know our responsibility is to you. 

Easily accessible to the Taconic State
Parkway and Route 6 / Modern Facility

Large private parking

“Where the Difference Is in the Caring”

Anthony J. Guarino
Funeral Director

Yorktown Funeral Home
945 East Main Street
Shrub Oak, NY 10588
(914) 962-0700  Yorktownfh.com

Affiliated with: Yannantuono Burr Davis Sharpe Funeral Home
Mt. Vernon, NY

Family Owned and Managed
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By Neal Rentz
Mike Ford, owner of Safe Cloud 

Studios in Peekskill, did not struggle to 
find himself in terms of what he wanted 
to do for a living.

“I’ve been doing this all my life,” he 
said last week. “I made my first website 
when I was 10 years old. I programmed 
my first software when I was 12 years 
old.”

Ford said until a few years ago he 
pursued his passion only on a freelance 
basis. About three-and-a-half years ago 
he incorporated Safe Cloud Inc. and he 
recently opened his office in Peekskill.

Ford, who grew up in Peekskill, has 
about 20 clients who reside in the city. 
“This is kind of a central location,” Ford 
said. “It’s a nice comfortable spot.” 

His father, John, owns and operates 
Ford Piano, which is located next door 
to Safe Cloud. Ford said he formerly 
worked for his father. 

Though he has several clients from 
Peekskill, Ford said he also has clients 
from around the country and in Europe. 

“My primary focus is Web design, 
graphic design, logo design, advertising, 
marketing and social media,” Ford said. 

“I’m kind of a one-stop shop. We do 
domain registration and website hosting. 
A lot of my clients aren’t exactly tech 
savvy so they just want everything done 

easily. I’m able to do it easily.” 
Ford’s company also produces 

traditional forms of media including 
mailers. He said he has learned from a 

major mistake made by other similar 
businesses. One of the main complaints 
expressed by his clients is that other 
businesses were not responsive to their 
concerns. 

“I always tell all my clients I’m available 
24-7,” he said. “I have my cell phone on 
me at all times. You can call me, text me 
or e-mail me.” 

Ford currently lives in Monroe but 
said he has plans to move his family back 
to the city in the near future.

He said owning and operating 
Safe Cloud is both his “vocation and 
avocation.”

“I really love seeing before and after 
products,” he said. “I love to help people’s 
businesses expand and improve. It 
gets me really happy when I am able to 
produce a website or a logo or advertising 
material that a client loves.”

“It’s very gratifying to me to know that 
I’m helping other people’s businesses 
while growing my own business,” Ford 
said. 

Safe Cloud Studios is located at 1006 
Brown St. Suite 212 in Peekskill. For more 
information, call 914- 297-8517or visit 
https://safecloudstudios.com.

Safe Cloud Studios
Peekskill

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mike Ford is the owner of  Safe Cloud Studios in Peekskill.

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

Residential & Commercial Cell:  914-522-2076

For many years, I’ve had the pleasure of sharing
the great joys and challenges of home ownership
as I’ve written on these pages as 
“The Home Guru.”   

At the same time, as a Realtor, I’ve met and worked
with many buyers and sellers who have come to 
rely on my knowledge and experience when
it comes time to take that big step which
for most of us is life’s biggest investment.

If it’s that time for you, rely on the
Guru for utmost attention to detail.
To know more, visit:
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com.

Better yet, call me. 

QuarterPageAd110615_Layout 1  11/9/2015  9:33 AM  Page 1
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Joseph DaRonco, Sr.

Joseph L. DaRonco Sr., a resident of 
Yorktown, died June 23, three weeks shy 
of his 78th birthday.

He was born in 1939 in Mt. Vernon, 
to Lee and Kathryn DaRonco.  He was a 
1956 graduate of Yorktown High School. 
He had many jobs before settling in at 
General Foods in White Plains, where he 
worked for 33 years. It was here that he 
met his wife.

Mr. DaRonco battled an illness for 25 
long years with his devoted wife by his 
side daily. Prior to that, he had a love 
for cars, his landscaping, and watching 
his son play baseball. He will be remem-
bered for his sense of humor and strong 
will to live.

He is survived by his wife of 44 years, 
Dianne; son Joseph II, daughter-in-law 
Lina, grandchildren Joseph III and Tay-
lor all of Yorktown; his brother Thomas 
of East Dennis, MA; and several nieces, 
nephews, and extended family.

The DaRonco family would like to 
thank Skyview Nursing Home in Cro-
ton for their dedicated care and service 
for the past several years. Donations can 
be made to the Yorktown Heights Fire 
Department (which he was previously a 
volunteer) or the Yorktown Ambulance 
Corps.

Margaret “Peggy” Ann Prior

Margaret “Peggy” Ann Prior, a resi-
dent of Peekskill, died June 27.  She was 
73.

She was born on November 23, 1943 
to Anthony and Margaret Molito in the 
Bronx. She married Curtis Prior on April 
15, 1973. She taught for 32 years at Public 
School 13 in the Yonkers School District 
retiring in 1999. 

She is survived by her loving daugh-
ters Stacey Buerkle (Brian) and Lisa 
Tornambe (Steven), and four cherished 
grandchildren: Ava, Lia, Anthony, and 
Steven. She is also survived by her niece 

Nadine Friess, nephew Scott Luzzi, 
great-niece Emily Friess, great-nephew 
Justin Friess, and many loving cousins 
and friends. She was predeceased by her 
husband Curtis and sister Marie Luzzi

Ret. MSgt. Donald Kovacs

Retired MSgt Donald Kovacs died 
June 24 in Cortlandt. He was 69.

He was born in Staten Island, to Geza 
(Gus) and Dorothy Kovacs on May 19, 
1948. He went to school in Staten Island 
and graduated from Inter American 

University in Puerto Rico. He worked 
as a consultant in Project Management 
for various companies in the financial 
district of New York City. He proudly 
served 35 years in active Air Force, the 
Puerto Rican Air National Guard, the 
Texas Air National Guard and the New 
York Air National Guard. He partici-
pated in operations in the Gulf, East, 
West and North Africa, Turkey, Korea, 
Central America, South America and 
the Balkans. He received commenda-
tions for Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm, Special Operations Commands, 

U.S. Navy Seals and U.S. Army Special 
Forces. He received Federal awards for 
Meritorious Service, Exemplary Behav-
ior, National Defense Service. He tried to 
serve his country well.

He is survived by his wife, Rosemary, 
his son Christopher, his daughter, Heath-
er and her husband, Kenneth Dubetsky, 
his sister Linda and her husband Charles 
O’Brien, his brother Kenneth and his 
wife Marilene, his mother, Dorothy and 
two grandchildren, Ashley and Ian Du-
betsky. He was preceded in death by his 
father, Geza, and sister, Christine.

SALVATORE M. Di COSTANZO
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

RESIDENT OF HARRISON
In-Home Visits May Be Available Upon Request

• Selected as a 2015 New York Metro Area Super Lawyer

• Recipient of the 2014 Above the Bar Award

• Past Chair of the Westchester County Bar Elder Law Committee

• Member, New York State Bar Assoc. Elder Law Section Executive Committee

• Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Practice areas primarily focused on
Medicaid Planning   •   Special Needs Planning   •   Planning for Home Care
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Richard Salisbury - 
Licensed Associate Broker

Commissions 
as Low as 2%

Resident of Yorktown
28 years of experience 

as a licensed real estate salesperson
Give me 10 minutes and I will explain 
to you how I can save you thousands of 

dollars when you list your home with me.
No obligation • Call Direct

914-299-8804
Keystone Realty USA

384 Larkfield Road, Suite 6
East Northport, NY 11731

Obituaries 
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Attend A FREE Educational 
Medicare Meeting

Learn about Your Medicare Options.

CARMEL
Nelson’s Tavern at Centennial Golf Club
185 John Simpson Road
Carmel, NY 10512
7/18, 8/15

POUGHKEEPSIE
Poughkeepsie Hampton Inn & Suites 
2361 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
7/18, 8/15

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
Elks Lodge
590 Waverly Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
7/18, 8/15

FISHKILL
Fishkill Westage CareMount Medical Office
600 Westage Business Center Drive
Fishkill, NY 12524 
7/18, 8/15

MT KISCO
Holiday Inn Mount Kisco
One Holiday Inn Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
7/18, 8/15

 
Your call may be answered by a licensed agent.

All meetings are from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

CALL TODAY to reserve your seat: 
1-844-879-4369, 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. in your local time zone  
(TTY users call 711) Monday - Friday.

Come join us at a meeting. You’ll learn about the 
choices you have such as:
  • Original Medicare
 • Medicare Supplement Plans
 • Medicare Advantage Plans
  • Medicare Prescription Drug Plans

Y0067_PHY_AFFIL-EC_0217 IA 02/20/2017 CMMG-EC17
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Tuesday, July 4
Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial Li-
brary in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m.1 pm. and 
on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Field Library in Peekskill. No appointments 
are necessary for the free service. Meet with 
a trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare Ad-
vantage Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, 
Extra Help and EPIC. You can also call the 
Senior Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and a 
counselor will return your call within two 
business days. For a listing of all eight SBIC 
centers in Westchester libraries, go to http://
www.westchesterlibraries.org/senior-bene-
fits-information-centers/. 

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about gov-
ernment benefits to help them stretch their 
budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial Library, 
1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. Get informa-
tion on Medicare health and prescription 
plans, nutrition assistance, the Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (HEAP), tax relief 
programs, and much more. Info: 914-245-
5262 Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterli-
braries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining Pub-
lic Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in the 
second-floor conference room. Info: 914-
941-2416 Ext. 336.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Happy 
Hours are held on Tuesday nights in Ma-
hopac and another location may be added. 
Take a 10-day vacation from processed 
foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, 
addictive junk foods making you feel sick 
and tired? Then reset your metabolism and 
break your addictions to unhealthy foods. 
For more information contact Diane at 914-

843-8745.

Wednesday, July 5
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who re-
side in Peekskill. The schedule is: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut – 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Prevention Class 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-
4250 Ext.1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs 
from the library.

Summer Reading Program: The Som-
ers Library will be hosting a teen summer 
reading program through Aug. 30. There 
will be raffle prizes. One raffle ticket will be 
provided for each 100 pages read, as well as 
an additional ticket for each book review 
and other accomplishments. Info: 914 232 
5717,www.somerslibrary.org,, www.twitter.
com/Somers_Library or www.facebook.
com/Somers_Library

Hospital Programs: A series of programs 
have been scheduled for the coming days 
by New York-Presbyterian Hudson Valley 
Hospital, 1992 Crompond Rd., Cortlandt  
A Diabetes Support Group will meet on 
July 5 from 6 to 7 p.m. and on July 7 from 
1 to 2 p.m. To register, call 914-734-3557. 
The Living with Cancer Support Group 
will meet on July 6 and 20 from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. This group is for men and women 
newly diagnosed with cancer. Facilitated 
by Gilda’s Club of Westchester, this group 
provides emotional support as a comple-
ment to medical care. Call 914-644-884 
Ext. 104. A Southern Makeover program 
will be held on July 6 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Love southern cooking but don’t love 
the calories? This class is for you. The fee 
is $15.Registration: call 914-734-3780 or e-
mail teachingkitchen@hvhc.org. Physician 
in the Kitchen: Understanding Cholesterol 
and Heart Health will be held on July 7 from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. Join Craig Hametz, MD, 
a cardiologist with New York-Presbyterian 

Medical Group Hudson Valley Cardiology, 
and Chef Emilie Berner for a unique class 
that features heart supporting tips and ad-
vice on cholesterol, as well as a cooking 
demonstration that highlights heart healthy 
foods.  A lunch, prepared together, will be 
served. The program is free, but seating is 
limited. To register, call 914-734-3780. A 
Breastfeed with Certainty Prenatal Class 
will be held on July 11 from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. The class provides an opportunity for 
pregnant women and their partner or sup-
port person to learn about breastfeeding. 
To register, call 914-734-3257. A Savory 
Spanish Tapas cooking class will be held on 
July 11 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The fee is 
$15. To register, call 914-734-3780 or e-mail 
teachingkitchen@hvhc.org.

POUND Program: The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fusing 
Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric move-
ments and poses, is offered at Theatre and 
Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop 
in or weekly discount rates available. The 
program is being provided on Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. 
Call Peggy for more information at 914 960-
4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, July 6
Swim Lessons: Swimming lessons are 

being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Campus 
Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are held on 
Thursdays and Saturdays. The session dates 
are: May 19 through July 9. Info: 914-737-
4909.

Friday, July 7
Somers Library Programs: A series of 

programs are scheduled for this weekend at 
the Somers Library. Summer Anime Nights 
will be held on Fridays July 7 and Aug. 4 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Join us for a chance 
to watch anime from Crunchyroll with 
your friends. Our programs are funded by 
the Friends of the Somers Library through 
your donations. Teens and Adults: Create 
Beaded Earrings will be held on July 8 from 
noon to 2:30 p.m. Participants can attend 
any time before the conclusion of the day’s 
program.  This program is free and is in-
tended for teens, 5th grade and up, as well as 
their parents. Please register on our online 
calendar at www.somerslibrary.org or call 
914-232-5717. Since this workshop benefits 

a women’s shelter, it could be considered for 
community service hours. The band Hit the 
Roof will perform in concert on July 9 at 2 
p.m.  Hit the Roof is the ultimate eclectic 
experience; they get their inspiration from 
exposure to different musical thinking, thus 
possessing their very own creative language.  
Space is limited; seating will be on a first 
come, first served basis.  For more informa-
tion on the library’s programs call 914 232 
5717 or visit www.somerslibrary.org.

Coloring For Adults: It’s not just for kids, 
and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult color-
ing book club at the Somers Library Meet-
ings will be held in the conference room 
every Friday from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Relax, 
color, and socialize for free. Materials are 
provided or you may bring your own color 
pencils and coloring books. Registration is 
not required. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the second-floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. As-
sistance is offered on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. This is not a computer class. Info: 
Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.

Jewish Center Services:  At the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Friday 
night Sabbath services in the spring and 
summer will begin at 8 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 9:15 
a.m. on most Saturdays, after the services 
Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning ses-
sion based on the Torah portion of the week. 
Light refreshments are served and every-
one is invited to join us as we share in the 
warmth, knowledge and friendship within 
our congregation. Info: 914-245-2324 or 
yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Temple Beth Am Shabbat: Temple Beth 
Am will “opens its doors to all who en-
ter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritually 
engaging and warm feeling while follow-
ing traditional modes.  All are welcome to 
our friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am 
is located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi at 
914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@op-
tonline.net   

Saturday, July 8
Shabbat Morning Services: Chabad of 

Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown Rd., holds 
services on Saturday mornings. They are 
easy-to-follow services with Hebrew/Eng-
lish prayer books, a friendly environment 
and no affiliation is necessary. Kiddush 
luncheon follows the services. Services be-
gin at 10 a.m. For more information visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com  or call 914-
962-1111.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossin-

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

HELP WANTED • CITY OF STAMFORD, CT                     
SHIFT FOREMAN 

FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
Salary Range:  $ 75,802–$89,540 Per Year 

Applications can be obtained at the: 
City of Stamford, Human Resources Division, 
888 Washington Boulevard, 9th Floor, Stamford, Connecticut 06904 or at
www.stamfordct.gov

H

• High School Diploma or GED
• 5 Years Experience in Wastewater Treatment Facility
• Class III Waste Water Treatment Operator Certifi cate
• Commercial Driver’s License

SHIFT FOREMAN FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY:
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ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is be-
ing held outdoors every Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Spring and 
Main Streets. Customers old and new will 
find delicious produce, pasture-raised meat, 
poultry, and eggs, breads, baked goods, and 
much more. For a full list of our markets and 
vendors, visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free weekly program Yoga: A 
Path toward Wellness will be held every Sat-
urday for the rest of July, from noon to 1:30 
p.m. at Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. The pro-
gram is open to people living with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancers. To learn 
more or to pre-register, which is required, 
call Support Connection at 914-962-6402 
or 800-532-4290.

Visual Discussion:  Kahlil Koromantee: 
Engaging Hard to Reach Youth, A Visual 
Discussion is being presented through Aug. 
6 at the Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peek-
skill. An Opening Reception and author talk 
will be held today from 1 to 3 p.m. Engag-
ing Hard to Reach Youth is a program and 
art show based on Koromantee ‘s books 
addressed to young people (“Message To 
a Youngblood,” “Before You Fly Off” and 
“I’m Not Gay, I Just Mess With Guys Some-
times”) as well as his experiences working 
with  marginalized youth, including those 

who are incarcerated (or recently dis-
charged), aging out of foster care, or placed 
in intervention programs -- and  seeking 
out-of-the-box answers to out-of-the-box 
questions. Info: 914-737-1212.

Sunday, July 9
Bingo: Bingo will be played tonight and 

on Aug. 7 and 28 at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The doors will 
open at 5 p.m. and play begins at 6:30 p.m. 
There will be $3,000 in prizes awarded dur-
ing each Sunday session. Food will be avail-
able. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjew-
ishcenter.org.

Gospel Jazz Concert: A Gospel Jazz 
Concert Under the Stars featuring Transjazz 
will be held 6 p.m. at the Yorktown United 
Methodist Church, 2300 Crompond Rd. 
The concert will be held on the front lawn, 
weather permitting. Purchase tickets at the 
church office or on line at yorktownumcny.
org/events-classes/church-events/. Info: 
914-962-5749. Gospel Jazz Concert Under 
The Stars featuring Transjazz – Yorktown 
United Methodist Church: The church is 
hosting is a unique musical event on its 
front lawn (weather permitting).  If it rains, 
the function will be moved in the sanctuary.  
The concert features TransJazz, a 10-piece 
jazz band from the NYC area. Tickets ($10 

or $5) have to be purchased in advance. 
Tickets can be purchased either in the 
church office or online.

Monday, July 10
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown Mu-

sical Munchkins meet on Mondays from 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown Stage 
Theater in room 12. The program is for 
older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial classes 
are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or www.mu-
sicalmunchkins.com.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on Sun-
days at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. South, 
Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes are be-
ing conducted by rotating instructors.  The 
suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson at 
914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Sessions 
are being held every Monday at The Win-
ery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St. Mohegan 
Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Tuesday, July 11
Support Connection Program: Sup-

port Connection, Inc. announces that the 
free program: “Coffee, Cookies, and Crafts: 
Pretty Pendants” will be offered from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at its Yorktown office, 40 Triangle 
Center, Suite 100. It is open to people living 
with breast, ovarian and gynecological can-
cers. To learn more or to pre-register, which 
is required, call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

presents

Parkway field Pleasantville,  NY
9 hours of music on 3 stages

new 
york’s

backyard 
jam

Tickets at                          
or the box office
for info: 
pleasantvillemusicfestival.com         music: noon to 9pm

with Blues Traveler
Living Colour
Suzanne Vega

 Ripe

Arc & Stones • The Alpaca Gnomes
Shovel Ready String Band

Sir Cadian Rhythm • Ghost Millionaires
khaya • Stellar Young 

riiza • mary hood • for lack of a term

PLUS THE CAPTAIN LAWRENCE BEER GARDEN

Hollis Brown
Pousette-Dart Band

caleb Flood + the Culture
James Maddock

due to a lack of planning on the part of 
the Republican led Town Board. 

For a number of years the Town Board 
made no allowances in their budgets 
for paving.  In the last couple of years 
$250,000 per year has been allocated- a 
meager amount in light of the decrepit 
condition of the infrastructure and the 
number of road miles that exist here in 
town.  Neighboring communities such 
as Bedford and New Castle have policies 
and funding which call for all roads to be 
paved every 13-16 years.  Yorktown has 
been on a 37-year plan! 

Now that we are in an election year Su-
pervisor Grace has decided to earmark 
$1.2 million dollars for paving.  Too lit-
tle- too late- and an obvious political 
move.  Come up with a long-term plan to 
fix and maintain our roads in a responsi-
ble manner.

Don’t hold our quality of life hostage 
to politics. Yorktown deserves better.

All the best,
 LAURA BATES

Continued from page 8

Supervisor Grace: 
Don’t Hold Our Qual-
ity of Life Hostage to 

Politics!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG 
NEWS - 914-864-0878
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By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel 
It was 2006 when Dale Chihuly had 

his first major garden exhibition in New 
York with a showing at the New York 
Botanical Garden (NYBG). His works 
of glass art appears around the country 
in various venues and museums. Now 
he has returned to the NYBG to dazzle 
and awe the visitors coming to see his 
master works. The exhibition will run 
through October 29, allowing guests to 
enjoy the display through several sea-
sons, accenting and enhancing both the 
installation, the Gardens floral canvases 
and seasonal changes. On hand for the 
opening day event, renown glass artist 
Dale Chihuly and his wife Leslie Jackson 
Chihuly, President/CEO, Chihuly Studio 
and Workshop were there to welcome 
press members on the inaugural tour of 
his works.

The artist
Chihuly was first introduced to glass 

as a medium while studying interior de-
sign at the University of Washington. He 
enrolled in the first glass program in the 
country at the University of Wisconsin, 
then continued his studies at the Rhode 
Island School of Design, later establish-
ing a glass program of his own there. 
This was followed by a decade of teach-
ing at RISD. After his Fulbright Fellow-
ship he went to work at the Venini glass 
factory in Venice and observed the team 
approach to blowing glass. Those years 
of study and creativity have produced 
breathtaking works of art that are ad-
mired for their originality, light, form 
and uniqueness. Radiant colors are the 
thread that binds Chihuly art and wheth-
er it is viewed daytime or in the evening 
with illumination to highlight the works, 
this current installation is spectacular!

The NYBG never ceases to impress 
with the outstanding exhibits and themes 
they feature that tie in with the botani-
cal exhibits. These varying and changing 
displays enhance and complement the 
lush plantings around the grounds and 
in the gorgeous glass Victorian Enid A. 
Haupt Conservatory. This latest exhibit, 
the glass works of Chihuly, continues 
in this tradition. When an astound-
ing exhibit such Chihuly’s, who led in 
the avant-garde development of this art 
form, is on display it easily attracts thou-
sands of guests to this 250-acre Bronx 
landmark. Surely if it is their first visit, it 
will start their repeat journeys once they 
have been introduced to this 125-year-
old treasure in the Bronx borough. Take 

a peek at his astounding works on his 
website to see the glorious designs and 
magnificent creations Chihuly as done 
over the years. http://www.chihuly.com/ 

The Exhibit 
There are 20 installations at the 

NYBG, drawings and early works that 
show the evolution and development 
of Chihuly’s artistic process during his 
long, celebrated career. Since we missed 
his first showing at the NYBG, over 10 
years ago, we were anxious to see this 
one. Having never seen his works in per-
son, their beauty, creativity and unique-
ness was absolutely amazing. Many of 
the blown glasses pieces are so huge and 
whimsical that it was hard not to be im-
pressed by their scope of size and often 
hundreds of components that the art 
work held.  Even the transporting the 
works of art from one state to another 
showing is truly a process to be appreci-
ated when handling such delicate glass 
pieces. The vibrant colors and delicate 
nature of each piece is like looking at a 
Rorschach test, with viewers coming up 
with their own interpretation of what 
was seen. Is it an underwater sculpture 
or something from a distant universe or 
purely blown glass with intricately wo-
ven pieces that pull together a genius’s 
glass creations into a fine art? The glass 
exhibits are place around the NYBG 
grounds in such a way that the color 
palates of both the botanicals and struc-
tures work together to show Chihuly’s 
works as the forefront. When asked why 
he first picked glass as his medium, it 
was because it is one of the materials 
that is translucent, with light able to go 
through the glass. Many of his NYBG 
outdoor installations are intensified 

beautifully when the sun glistens down 
on Chihuly’s work. 

From pastels to bold, vibrant colors 
the question comes to mind about who 
was Dale Chihuly’s influences when he 
started his career. His answer included 
Italo Scanga, the Italian born American 
artist that created his art, such as sculp-
tures, paintings and prints from mostly 
found objects. Other artists that Chihuly 
was influenced by are Andy Warhol, 
Jackson Pollack, Van Gogh and Frank 
Lloyd Wright.  For this 2017 exhibit the 
works at the Garden are the original 2006 
Blue Herons, featured in a display inside 
the Conservatory, the Tower and Chan-
delier series are in new configurations 
and the spectacular White Tower with 
Fiori, as well as the Neon Tower, another 
iconic first in his designs. His early works 
are also on display in the Art Gallery of 
the LuEsther T. Mertz Library building 
on the grounds, so visitors have a wide 
scope of areas and artifacts to visit for 
this presentation. (There are trams for 
guests that prefer not to walk to each 
area of the Botanical grounds to see the 
exhibits.) While the works of Chihuly are 
beautiful during daytime, they are even 
more spectacular when the sun goes 
down. 

The Garden will be presenting. Sum-
mer Concert Series: Jazz & Chihuly on 
Fridays July 14 and August 18. Before and 
after each concert, guests will be able to 
stroll among the Chihuly exhibition art 
works, glistening at dusk and mesmeriz-
ing when lit after sunset. Don’t miss this 
once in a lifetime chance to visit Dale 
Chihuly’s works in this serene, romantic 
and inspirational setting, the New York 
Botanical Gardens.  The NYBG is located 
at 2900 Southern Boulevard Bronx, NY 
10458 Visit www.nybg.org. 

Glass Art by Chihuly Showcased at the Botanical Garden 

NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
Artist Dale Chihuly’s exhibit will be on display until October.

With support from Mayor Frank Catalina and leaders of  Peekskill’s business community, Chuck 
Newman and family cut the ribbon June 24 in front of  new offices for his insurance agency 
Charles J. Newman Co., at 906 South Street.
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YAC Spring Softball Rec Season Ends

Five teams in the 
Yorktown Athletic 
Club’s spring 
softball season all 
excelled this year.
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ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Summer Projects

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Summer Savings!

Summer’s Here!

We’ll help you save money on your cooling bills

WC. Lic. #10415H99 • P.C. Lic. #1817 
YNK 307 • H-12519-07-23-00
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It’s been almost three years since I gave 
up two-story living in a colonial single-
family house for a one-floor luxury condo, 
and the most noticeable difference during 
that time is that I’ve gained weight!

For most of my life I’ve lived a two-story 
existence, having to climb stairs 
any number of times during the 
day as a matter of course, except 
for brief periods when I lived in 
New York City in an apartment 
building on one level, 14 stories 
up, but of course, with an elevator. 
Another rental experience on one 
level, thankfully short, was a five-
floor walk-up that was a challenge 
for visitors who first had to catch 
their breath before we could em-
bark on any kind of civil discourse.

Other than that, I subscribed to 
the credo that one of my first cus-
tomers laid down: to show him only two-
story houses where he didn’t eat and sleep 
on the same floor. (This reminded me at 
the time of the expression that conveys in 
a coarse way that you’re not supposed to 
have an affair where you work).

For much of the history of single-family 
homes in America, the preferred style was 
the simple one-story ranch style home, pro-
gressing from there to the Cape Cod with 
two bedrooms and a bath nestled nicely in 
the raised roof line of the structure. But, as 

families increased in size and we became a 
wealthier nation, first the split, with half the 
house rising to two stories, then the colo-
nial, became the preferred style for most of 
us.  One-level ranch homes have remained 
a good choice for starter homes as well as a 

preferred choice for seniors who 
prefer a no-steps option.

Just recently I ran across a 
checklist online of pros and cons 
of one and two-story options as 
follows. For one-story dwellers, 
the advantages are:

1. The Lazy Factor:  If 
you’re into fitness, it’s a benefit; 
but most of us consider it a hassle 
to go up and down stairs.

2.  The Noise Factor: most 
homes don’t have noise proofing 
from above.

3. The Mobility Issue: At 
some point, many if not most of us will not 
be able to navigate stairs.

4. Renovation Flexibility: Load 
bearing walls make knocking down walls a 
problem. With ranches, it’s easier to create 
open areas.

5. Easy to add skylights: You simply 
punch a hole in the roof.  This is impossible 
with a second floor.

6. Easier for exterior maintenance: 
Cleaning gutters 10 feet up is easier than 20 
feet in the air.  The same goes for washing a 

house, cleaning windows and performing 
roof maintenance. 

7. High/cathedral ceilings are easier to 
add than in a two-story home.

8. More deck/patio potential from more 
rooms by just creating a door.

9. Child safety is an issue with stairs in a 
two-story house.

10. Easier escape in case of fire.
11. Easier to clean, in terms of not hav-

ing to lug vacuums up and down
 stairs.
12. Laundry: No issue of having the 

laundry delivered up or down one or two 
flights of stairs.  

13. Cheaper to heat: Surprisingly, a one-
story home is cheaper to heat and cool.

Advantages of two-story homes are:

1. More square footage with smaller 
footprint; in other words, it’s cost-effective.  

2. Get a View: Sometimes a lot makes it 
beneficial to put bedrooms on the lower 
level and have the living area on top for a 
better view, especially on a sloping lot.

3. Balcony potential, if you like the idea 
of a balcony off your master bedroom.

4. Distinct separation between bed-
rooms and living space, probably the big-
gest reason most people claim.

5. Easier to accommodate on most lots 
that might not be wide enough or big 

enough for a large rancher while leaving 
enough outdoor space. 

6. The aesthetics of stairs, which many 
homeowners desire for a grander foyer ef-
fect.

7. Cheaper to build: Given the roof and 
foundation are expensive components of a 
house to build, a two- story house contain-
ing the same square footage as a ranch will 
generally cost less per square foot.

The obvious conclusion to be drawn 
here is that, while the list of advantages for 
a ranch style home may be longer, the two-
story home would appear more desirable 
simply because a second story is more cost 
effective to build (not to mention a built-in 
aerobics program at the same time).

Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.Pri-
maveraPR.com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call (914) 522-2076.

One-floor vs. Two-floor Living

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Equipment Auction: Taylor, PA, Live/
webcast 7/13/2017. Dump Trucks, Hydro-
mobiles, Telescopic Forklifts, Trucks, 
Trailer. Visit cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
AU0023L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CARS FOR SALE
2005 MERCURY MARQUIS 4 DOOR 
SEDAN. Gold colored.  64,000 miles, ful-
ly loaded.  Good condition. $3,900. Please 
call (914) 213-3699.

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HELP WANTED
GAPPY’S NOW HIRING F/T P/T 
PIZZA MAN Experience a Must! Call 
George @ 914-447-3663

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
EMWRE LLC Articles of Org. filed with 
NY Sec of State (SSNY) on 04/18/17 Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to registered agent, United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. at 7014 
13th Avenue Suite 202, Brooklyn NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AL-
BAN1 LLC. Arts of Org. filed with New 
York Secy of State (SSNY) on 10/27/16. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
Mail process to: 9 Noble Avenue, Bronx-
ville, NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Quick 
Body Solutions, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/30/2017. Office loca-
tion: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 495 Odell Avenue, Suite 
6F, Yonkers, NY 10703. PURPOSE: Any 
lawful act or activity.

PERFORMANCE RIGGING SOLU-
TIONS, LLC, Application of Authority, 
filed with the SSNY on 4/28/17, Office lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 47 Lake Place 
N, Danbury, CT 06810.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION of a girl 
named Rian LLC. Authority filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 5/8/2017. 
Office location: Westchester County. LLC 
formed in DE on 3/27/2017. SSNY desig-
nated agent upon whom process may be 
served against LLC to: 3422 Old Capitol 
Trail, Ste. 700, Wilmington, DE 19808. 
Principal business address: 43 Beech-
wood, Irvington, NY 10533. Certificate 
of LLC filed with Secy of State of DE lo-
cated at: 401 Federal St. #4, Dover, DE 
19901. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UNICO 
NY LLC  Arts of Org filed with Secy of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 3/10/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 10 Wilton Road, Pleas-
antville NY, 10570. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-

rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF REGAL 
VOYAGE International, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 4/7/17. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Terry Mansfield and Victoria 
Mansfield, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Os-
sining, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 731 Saw Mill Riv-
er Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. Pur-
pose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 

SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE MAHOPAC PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, MAHOPAC, NEW YORK 
NOTICE FOR BID: Mahopac Public Li-
brary hereby invites submission of sealed 
bids for: GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Ex-
terior building facade lettering and solar 
lighting of Library sign and flagpole Ma-
hopac Public Library invites bidders to 
bid on the scope of work described in the 
Bid Documents within the Bid Package 
entitled: Contract 1 - General Contractor. 
The bid packages may be picked up be-
ginning Monday, July 3; packages will be 
available during regular Library days and 
hours until July 21. (Note that the Library 
is closed on July 4, and Sunday, July 8 and 
15). Bidders must use the Bid Proposal 
Forms included with the Bid documents 
in order to submit their proposal, and 
each bid proposal must be made in ac-
cordance with those forms. •All bids must 
be received by 2:00 pm on Friday, July 21, 
and at that time and place any and all such 
bids that have been received in accor-
dance with the terms hereof will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud. There will be 
a pre-bid site visit at 9:00 am on Thursday, 
July 13, 2017, at Mahopac Public Library.  
Bidders are urged to attend the site visit. 
Knowledge of the exterior vehicle and 
foot traffic conditions is crucial to under-
standing the project. Following the site 
visit, questions should be sent in writing 
via email to: mcapozzella@mahopacli-
brary.org by Tuesday, July 18. Mahopac 

continued on next page

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail  

classifieds@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline is Thursdays  

at 5pm for the next week’s  publication
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

8001- CAR LANGE--

Public Library will require the successful 
bidder to provide proof of insurance as 
specified in bid documents. To the full-
est extent allowed by law, the Library re-
serves the right to reject bids that contain 
omissions, exceptions or modifications, or 
in their sole discretion to waive such ir-
regularities, or to reject any or all bids, or 
to accept any bid which is in the best in-
terest of Mahopac Library. •All bids shall 
be sealed and in an envelope that is dis-
tinctly marked on the outside as follows: 
Mahopac Public Library Bid Documents: 
General Contractor Name of bidder Date 
Mahopac Public Library will receive bids 
no later than Friday, July 21 at 2:00 pm.

•Bids should be hand-delivered or mailed 
to Mahopac Public Library, 668 Route 
6, Mahopac, NY, 10541, Attn: Michele 
Capozzella, Library Director and CEO.
The Library will not open or consider any 
bid unless it is received at that location by 
no later than the appointed time on the 
bid opening date (July 21). Bidders are 
solely responsible for the arrival of each 
bid proposal at the place of bid opening 
by the appointed time, regardless of the 
means of delivery.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-

unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  

Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 070417

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

There has been a sea change in gen-
der roles in winery management over 
the past 25 five years. The role of wom-
en as head winemakers has been slowly 
expanding. Most importantly, the per-
ception of women as qualified wine 
professionals has finally been 
advancing to a reality. 

In my opinion, the country 
that has fostered the advance-
ment of women in prominent 
roles in the worldwide wine in-
dustry, including those in the 
most esteemed position – win-
emaker – is the United States. 

One reason for this change is 
the rise of highly qualified fe-
male professionals. But another 
important element is the rela-
tively young wine industry in 
our country, and the concomitant lack of 
generational succession. Today, women 
winemakers have risen to head 10 per-
cent of California wineries. 

In my opinion, the wine regions that 
have least fostered the advancement of 
women is Western Europe. The wine 
culture of family wineries in Western 
Europe is steeped in a tradition of male 
inheritance and female discrimination. 
There are wineries that have been owned 
and operated by the same family for 
centuries. The mantle of winemaker has 

been passed down to the first-born male 
in each successive generation. 

Culture and tradition are difficult to 
change. Until recently.

A woman will assume the helm of 
one of the most famous, and one of the 

oldest, Italian family-run wine 
businesses. Albiera Antinori, 50, 
one of three daughters of Piero 
Antinori, the 26th generation 
of Antinoris, has finally bro-
ken through the glass ceiling of 
Western European winemakers 
– and business leaders. She will 
become the chief executive of-
ficer this month.

How significant is this 
achievement? Perhaps a bit of 
the history of this winery is in 
order.

In 1385, Giovanni de Piero Antinori 
began a small family wine business in 
Tuscany. Today, the 26th generation 
descendant, Marchese Piero Antinori, 
leads the business. Piero’s influence is 
legendary. He has successfully expanded 
beyond the ancestral power base of Tus-
cany into nearly all of the principal wine 
regions in Italy as well as Chile, Hungary, 
Malta, Hungary, California and Wash-
ington State.

But even the Marchese’s prowess and 
insights could not prepare him for the 

two threats that arose during his tenure 
– each of which could have meant the de-
mise of the 632-year-old family business.

In 1966, Piero’s father retired, turning 
over the reins to him, leaving 27-year-old 
Piero to manage the complex operation 
by himself. The young and inexperienced 
Piero was overwhelmed. In 1983, seeking 
a guiding hand, he sold a minority inter-
est in the family business. Alas, this was 
not the solution and the business began 
to suffer. 

Further compounding Piero’s problem 
was the influence of an Italian tradition: 
the role of women in business.      

From the first family patriarch to 
Marchese Piero, every successive genera-
tion of leaders was a male. Women sim-
ply were not considered for leadership 
roles. Piero was the proud father of three 
girls – and no boys. Strongly influenced 
by Italian tradition, he faced a dilemma. 

The family business was on the brink 
of breaking its six-century legacy of fam-
ily ownership. 

Piero continued to operate under 
corporate influence for eight untenable, 
stressful years. In 1991, he made two 
difficult decisions: buy back full control 
of the family business and accept his 
daughters into the business. 

But his three young daughters had 
never expressed an interest in being part 

of the family business. 
As 21st century women, they were 

pursuing other interests. Piero would 
not and could not dictate his daughters’ 
career choices, but he hoped that the ex-
ample he set and the long heritage of the 
family business would influence them. 

Fast forward to 2010: the daugh-
ters had a change of heart and im-
mersed themselves in the family busi-
ness. When the family announced the 
succession in leadership last week, it 
seemed like the natural changing of the 
guard.    

Upon her appointment, Albiera told 
Wine Enthusiast magazine, “It is im-
portant that these decisions are made 
with the eyes of a generation before and 
maybe perhaps with the eyes of a future 
generation also. There has to be respect 
for the generation after as well as respect 
for the ones before.”  

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media 
Guild of wine writers. He also offers per-
sonalized wine tastings and wine travel 
services. Nick’s credo: continuous ex-
perimenting results in instinctive behav-
ior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

A Female Generation Assumes the Reins – 632 Years in the Making

By Nick Antonaccio
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ACROSS
1. Pique condition?
4. “Zip your lip!”
10. ___ school
11. Big name in small planes
12. “Andy Capp” cartoonist 
Smythe
13. Ruth,Gehrig & Jeter would 
“wax” poetic at this
JV Mall location, goes with 21 
down
14. Carmen from “Baywatch”
16. Mont Blanc, e.g.
18. Verbal expressions of 
understanding
19. Nobel Institute setting
20. Great view
23. Spread a wet substance
24. Software delivery model
25. Roman 102
26. Coast Guard officer: Abbr.
27. Where the “sharp” 
handyman buys his tools in
Carmel, goes with 3 down
31. Styles
33. Senior to junior
34. Dracula portrayer
35. Environmental watchdogs
36. Brand of allergic reaction 

treatment
37. “Maggie ___” (1971 Rod 
Stewart chart-topper)

DOWN
1. Hungarian patriot Nagy
2. Stagger
3. See 27 across
4. Grass cutting implement
5. Gets word
6. Annapolis inst.
7. “Bad boy!”
8. Nervous feeling
9. Spanish dish
15. Bamboozles
17. ___ favor
19. Bypass
20. Compass point
21. See 13 across
22. Relax
23. Jams with the band
25. Wish of doom
27. Chicken abode
28. The same, in footnotes
29. Wine valley
30. Aussie greeting often 
followed by “mate”
32. Special effects maker: (abbr.)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35

36 37

Across

1. Pique condition?

4. "Zip your lip!"

10. ___ school

11. Big name in small planes

12. "Andy Capp" cartoonist Smythe

13. Ruth,Gehrig & Jeter would "wax" poetic at this 
JV Mall location, goes with 21 down

14. Carmen from "Baywatch"

16. Mont Blanc, e.g.

18. Verbal expressions of understanding

19. Nobel Institute setting

20. Great view

23. Spread a wet substance

24. Software delivery model

25. Roman 102

26. Coast Guard officer: Abbr.

27. Where the "sharp" handyman buys his tools in 
Carmel, goes with 3 down

31. Styles

33. Senior to junior

34. Dracula portrayer

35. Environmental watchdogs

36. Brand of allergic reaction treatment

37. "Maggie ___" (1971 Rod Stewart chart-topper)

Down

1. Hungarian patriot Nagy

2. Stagger

3. See 27 across

4. Grass cutting implement

5. Gets word

6. Annapolis inst.

7. "Bad boy!"

8. Nervous feeling

9. Spanish dish

15. Bamboozles

17. ___ favor

19. Bypass

20. Compass point

21. See 13 across

22. Relax

23. Jams with the band

25. Wish of doom

27. Chicken abode

28. The same, in footnotes

29. Wine valley

30. Aussie greeting often followed by "mate"

32. Special effects maker: (abbr.)

Crossword

COME ENJOY THE VIEW
DURING OUR SUMMER HOURS

DINNER

BRUNCH

THURSDAY - SATURDAY | 5:00PM - 9:00PM
SUNDAY | 5:00PM - 8:00PM

SATURDAY & SUNDAY | 11:30AM - 2:30PM

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY
(PARTIES AVAILABLE)

THEGARRISON.COM | 2015 US9, GARRISON, NY | 845.424.3604 X39 | JAMESB@THEGARRISON.COM

TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION
CALL//EMAIL//OR GO ONLINE
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS 
914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

 Putnam Valley Business Network 
Invites you to an Evening of 

Networking, Comedy, and Dinner 
Featuring Motivational Speaker, Comedienne, Fran Capo

Join local resident FRAN CAPO as she shares humorous, unique 
stories of her successful events that garnered media attention 

around the globe  

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 • Colonial Terrace 
119 Oregon Rd, Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 •6:00 - 8:30 P.M. 

Dinner, Beer and Wine $35.00 
(payment due in advance)

Multi-Chamber Event
Sponsorship Tables Available, 

Raffl es, Door Prize

Must RSVP to 
www.PVBusinessNetwork.org

All are welcome!

the sticker, Gold said.
Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 

Kaplowitz (D-Somers), who attended As-
torino’s press conference, said he strongly 
supported the county executive’s attempts 
to provide the public with extra protec-
tions while allowing ride-sharing to begin.

Despite his support, Kaplowitz bluntly 
criticized the state law and the ride-sharing 
companies that have objected to criminal 
background checks. He said it is “clear that 
their profit margin is more important to 
them than being a good corporate citizen.”

“At the end of the day, individuals will be 
responsible for their own safety and secu-

rity,” Kaplowitz said. “This program helps 
but I wish there was more.”

Astorino said contrary to some argu-
ments, any opposition from the county 
regarding ride-sharing centered only on 
safety. He said he hoped the voluntary 
county program would spur discussion in 
Albany about a need to revise the state law.

Drivers can be fingerprinted at the 
county TLC office at 112 E. Post Rd. in 
White Plains. Within a month the county 
will announce other locations throughout 
Westchester. By August, drivers can use 
Morpho Trust, a state authorized finger-
printing service, to have the fingerprinting 
and background check done for $102.

Ride-sharing Starts After 
County Reaches Compromise
Continued from page 6

ning roughshod over the will of York-
town residents,” Krowe added.

Grace stated he has been able to build up 
the fund balance while making many capi-
tal improvements and investments, such 
as: re-equipping the Highway Department 

with nearly a dozen new vehicles; provid-
ing new cruisers for the Police Depart-
ment; reconstructing failed infrastructure 
on Baptist Church Road, Croton Heights 
Road and Lexington Avenue; and purchas-
ing new equipment in the Parks and Water 
departments and sewer districts.

Fund Balance Growth 
Report in Yorktown Debated
Continued from page 2
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Yorktown Force’s Justin Servidio awaits a safe call from umpire as Putnam Valley Miners catcher Evan Pederson hits the dirt in the Force’s 11-4 Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League 8U win over the Miners last 
Tuesday at Putnam Valley Rotary Field. The Force improved to 7-1 last week while the Miners stand at 4-2.

Just  in  Time( )

Force is With Yorktown in 8U Win over Putnam Valley
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Boys’ Lax NotebookSports

Members of  Yorktown Force celebrate a key run in their 11-4 win over the 
Putnam Valley Miners in GHVBL 8U action last Tuesday.

Putnam Valley Miner Nick Benedetto gets a good cut in 11-4 loss to 
Yorktown Storm in GHVBL 8U action last Tuesday.

Putnam Valley Miners 3B Evan Pederson gets comfy as he slaps a lat tag 
on Yortown’s Justin  Servidio in Miners’ 11-4 GHVBL 8U loss to Force.

Yorktown Force P Chase Maher 
delivers in 11-4 win over Putnam 
Valley Miners in GHVBL 8U action.

Yorktown Force’s Tyler Galante slides into 3B as Put 
Valley Miner Evan Pederson takes throw in Yorktown’s 
11-4 GHVBL 8U win last Tuesday.

Mahopac’s Quentin Bally takes a rip in 11U GHVBL action during the Indians’ 12-7 loss to the 
Yorktown Bandits last Saturday.

Mahopac alum an former MLB pro CJ Riefenhauser fires pitch for Rockland Boulders in 6-5 win 
over Team Cuba last Thursday. Reifenhauser lasted five innings, allowing one run and three 
hits for the win, his fourth of  the year against just one loss. The Boulders are currently in first 
place in the Can-Am Baseball League, sitting pretty at 31-10. Visit www.rocklandboulders.
com/tickets

Members of  the Putnam Valley 12-U Intermediate (50/70) team celebrate their 12-9 win over Hillcrest in 
the NYS Sectional Tournament last Sunday in Yonkers where PV’s Paul Duggan (3 -for-3, 4 runs, 5 RBI, 
4 steals, 3-Run Home Run) set the tone and Matt Jacobson (4- for-4, 4 RBI, 3 steals) was clutch, too. 
OF Sean Van Ripper had a tremendous defensive play in the third inning, snuffing out a based-loaded 
situation.

The Reif, the Reif, the Reif is on Fire
Mahopac Grad Hurling for 

Rockland BouldersPutnam Valley Survives, Advances in 
50/70 Little League Tourney

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO

Yorktown Force IF 
Frankie Ofrias awaits 
throw as Put Valley’s 
Logan Moriarty slides 
in safely in Ytown’s 11-4 
win over PV.

Force Awakens in 11-4 GHVBL 8U Win over Put Valley



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Having covered Somers High School 
and Section 1 sports for nearly three 
decades, this scribe could safely make an 
argument for outgoing senior Matt Pires 
as one of the finest three-sport athletes in 
Tusker history: All-NYS in football, All-
League baseball, and the starting point 
guard in basketball. Most student athletes 
would take one of those honors and find 
fulfillment, but Pires was a piece of work 
in all three; a leader and a producer in 
three prime-time sports.

Game-breaking, game-changing, a man 
among boys… these were just some of the 
thoughts echoed frequently by his coaches, 
and those who opposed Pires, particularly 
in football. It was these thoughts, these 
accolades and the numbers he put up in 
three sports that led to his being named the 
Northern Westchester/Putnam Examiner 
Male Athlete of the Year. (Yorktown’s lax/
football standouts Jose Boyer and Brett 
Makar were strongly considered)

It would have been hard to argue against 
the University of Rhode Island-bound 
Pires after football season alone; when he 
co-orchestrated – with RB Messiah Horne 
-- a masterpiece that led to a 12-1 season 
and Somers’ only Section 1, Region 1 and 
NYSPHSAA Class A championships last 
November.

When Somers’ legendary coach Tony 
DeMatteo calls you one of the best players, 
top five, in fact, that he’s ever coached 
over the course of 40-plus seasons, folks 
take notice. When you go for 32.3 yards a 
catch as a flanker and another 18.2 yards 
per carry as a jet-sweeping running back 
and score a combined 25 touchdowns for 
the Tuskers, including 13 of them on just 
27 receptions, folks take notice. When 
you are honored as the co-state player of 
the year in Class A by the New York State 
Sportswriters Association, folks notice. 
When you are among the most explosive/
elusive players in Section 1 football 
history, folks detect a player of mind-
blowing ilk, and that’s what Somers had in 
Pires, a slithering electric eel in pads.

“I’ve coached a lot of great players, some 
who went on to play in the NFL, and I 
don’t think I’ve had anyone who could do 
more with the touches he had than Matty 
Pires,” said Coach DeMatteo, who is 30 
wins away from becoming the winningest 
coach in NYS history. “This kid deserves 

every award he gets.”
The awards began to mount shortly 

after a two-touchdown, 125-yard effort 
in the Tuskers’ shocking 42-6 Section 1 
championship beatdown of top-seeded 
Yorktown in a crosstown showdown that 
was supposed to be the game of the decade. 
Somers made sure it wasn’t and the legend 
of Pires blossomed. It went viral in the 
state tournament where Pires would score 
five touchdowns in three games, including 
two in the 25-15 state championship win 
over Greece-Athena.

On the baseball diamond, Pires led 
Coach Joe Wootten’s Tuskers in hits, runs, 
homers, steals, OBP%, SLUG%, walks 
and doubles while securing team MVP 
honors. The Tuskers were anything but 
contenders in 2017, but it wasn’t for lack 
of effort from Pires, a shortstop with great 
range and a cannon.

“Matt had all the tools to be a successful 
high school baseball player,” Wootten 
said. “His speed and overall athletic ability 
set Matt apart. His aggressive approach, 
bat speed and trained eye allowed Matt to 
have a solid year at the plate.”

On the hardwood, Pires, a point guard, 
led the 10th-seeded Somers to a solid 
season (12-11), reaching the Class A 
quarterfinals before falling to No.2 Tappan 
Zee in a game where Pires dropped a 
team-high 16 points. Pires got a late start 
in hoops due to Somers’ football season 
going through the end of November, but 
he didn’t skip a beat, averaging 6.6 PPG, 
3 RPG, 3 APG and one steal. Pires was a 
force at both ends of the floor for Coach 
Chris DiCintio, who said Pires was the 
plug-and-play competitor in any sport.

“I had the privilege of coaching Matty 
for three years,” DiCintio said. “Matty is 
one of those rare kids that can play any 
sport and succeed at the highest level 
with it. He's a tremendously competitive 
individual that always raises his game 
when the spotlight is on him. Although 
he's a quiet leader in the locker room, 
other players always gravitate towards 
him. His ability to get other players to 
raise their game is enjoyable to watch 
and when Matty gets it going, there's no 
stopping him. 

“Off the court, he's well-liked by anyone 
that knows him,” the coach added. “He is 
easy going, laid back and very humble.  
He doesn't get to emotional when things 
are thrown his way, which enables him to 
always play in the moment in addition to 

enjoying life for what it has to offer.”
What Pires will offer Rhode Island 

should be pretty special. Coach DeMatteo 
expects him to burst onto the DI-AA 
scene and become a Colonial Athletic 
Association force to be reckoned with, as 
he and Horne reunite as freshmen for the 
Rams.

“There’s no doubt in my mind, barring 
injury, that Matty will be special at the next 
level,” said DeMatteo, who has 334 career 
wins between Somers and Roosevelt.

In this day and age of specialization, 
Pires could have rested on his football 
laurels and rode off into the sunset after 
football season, but he chose a route fewer 
and fewer student athletes are going down 
these days; a three-sport path he’ll look 
back fondly upon for the rest of his life.

“I just never wanted to stop playing,” 
Pires said. “I love to compete and play 

sports with my friends. I didn't play 
football my freshman year because I 
thought I needed a sport off, but I regretted 
it. There's nothing better than high school 
sports, and I just wanted to play as much 
as possible for this town. By playing all 
three sports, it definitely made me better 
at the others; just by having the mental 
and physical ability to play them all. I'm 
going to miss playing all three sports all 
the time, but I'm ready to compete in just 
football and hopefully be successful at the 
collegiate level.”

DeMatteo believes he will, Somers 
believes in his future and chances are 
he’ll be taking one back to the house in 
much the same manner he did in high 
school, cutting across the gridiron with 
a distinctive combination of burst and 
power Somers has rarely seen.
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Class B LAX NotebookSports

Somers’ Pires: Resurrection of a 
Three-Sport Star ,

Transcendent Tusker Named 
Male Athlete of Year

Somers WR Matt Pires delivered the goods on the gridiron where he was named NYS Class A co-Player 
of  the Year.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Fearless on the hardwood, Pires was the starting 
point guard on a solid Somers team.

Pires was an All-League SS on the baseball 
diamond.
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Cortlandt Nationals Survive 10-Inning Thriller, Beat PV Pride, 5-4

Cortland National P Rocco Disisto fires pitch  in the Nats’ 5-4 10-inning win 
in 14U GHVBL action Saturday.

Cortland Nationals’ Shayne Naley chugs 
for 3B before scoring run  in the Nats’ 
5-4 10-inning win in 14U GHVBL action 
Saturday.

PV Pride SS Gabe Astrologo awaits throw as Cortlandt National’s Shayne Naley swipes 
2B  in the Nats’ 5-4 10-inning win in 14U GHVBL action Saturday.

PV Pride SS Gabe Astrologo awaits ball as Cortlandt National runner David 
Buscetto swipes 2B  in the Nats’ 5-4 10-inning win in 14U GHVBL action 
Saturday.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

PV Pride C Matt Caravone slaps tag down on Cortlandt National runner Michael Vaccaro in the Nats’ 5-4 10-inning win in 14U GHVBL 
action Saturday.

(Left) PV Pride P Alex 
Weller pitched superbly 
in relief  in 5-4 10-inning 
loss to Cortlandt 

Cortlandt National’s David Buscetto slides in 
safely as Put Valley Pride 3B Matt Borchick 
slaps late tag in the Nats’ 5-4 10-inning win 
in 14U GHVBL action Saturday.


