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By Anna Young
A Westchester family who has been serv-

ing breakfast to train commuters at the Cro-
ton-Harmon Train Station for nearly half a 
century is at risk of losing their business. 

Nance’s Coffee, located at the Croton-
on-Hudson Metro-North station, has been 
fighting to save their 51-year-old business 
since the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority (MTA) put their occupied space out 
for bid in June. 

Sean Cohen, co-owner and son of found-
er Nance Marafito, said after their long-term 
lease expired last year without a renewal 
clause, they exercised their holdover clause 
that resulted in a month-to-month contract. 

Since then, the family has reached out 
to the MTA several times since the start of 
the year hoping to come to a mutual agree-
ment going forward. Cohen said he’s only 
received one response. 

“They don’t want to consider our legacy 
and lasting loyalty to the station,” Cohen 
said. 

Along with a discourteous walk-through 
conducted by MTA officials on Thursday, 
Cohen added that businesses eyeing the 
space have also been trying to intimidate 
the family. 

“This is our business and should remain 
our business,” he asserted. 

Manager Kristine Cohen, who has been 
serving the multi-county clientele for over 
20 years, said she loves serving the com-
munity and would be devastated if the shop 
shut down. 

“There’s nothing like giving someone 
their first cup of coffee in the morning,” she 
said. “I enjoy being here and keeping it all in 
the family, but right now it’s a whole family 
being affected by this.”

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths

Coffee Shop Gains Support in Fight to Stay at Croton Station
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 Manager Kristine Cohen serves a customer at nance’s Coffee at Croton-harmon train Station.

Multi-Million Sports Complex in Shrub Oak on Horizon

Map of  proposed granite Knolls Sports Complex 
in Shrub oak.

By Rick Pezzullo
A state-of-the-art sports complex 

planned off Stony Street in Shrub Oak was 
widely applauded during a public hearing 
last week.

“The facility has it all. It will rival any 
community recreational facility. I think it 
will be wonderful for the town,” Yorktown 
Supervisor Michael Grace told a standing-
room only crowd during the three-hour 
hearing at Town Hall.

The Granite Knolls Sports Complex is 
slated to include two multi-purpose turf 
fields, a baseball field with a press box and 
bleachers, a golf putting green, basketball 
courts, handball courts, a pavilion, play-
ground equipment, and restrooms on a 15-
acre section of town-owned land.

Montesano Bros., Inc., owned by a York-

town resident, submitted the winning bid 
of $3.8 million for the project, but Grace 
noted that price tag did not cover the 
cost of the turf and some of the buildings, 
which he estimated could be an additional 
$300,000 to $400,000. A wide range of bids 
came in as high as $9.6 million.

“I may not be able to make due on my 
promise that it won’t cost the town any 
funds,” Grace said, adding the town had 
money set aside in a recreation fund. “This 
is an investment in the future of the town. 
I see this as an opportunity that the town 
should cease upon.”

Many residents, specifically those in-
volved in youth sports organizations in 
Yorktown, strongly sided with Grace’s sen-
timents.

“I have never, ever seen a facility quite 

like this. This would put Yorktown way 
about everyone else,” said Joe Buchelo, a 
36-year town resident and youth coach. 
“Our youth sports need this more than an-
ything. We would finally have a facility that 
shows how much we care about our youth. 
This has to get done.”

“This is beautiful. This is amazing. We 
should have had it 20 years ago,” remarked 
Rick Romanski, president of the Yorktown 
Soccer Club for the last 17 years. “We need 
this. Not investing in the future of your 
community is absurd.”

The site, located next to the former Phoe-
nix House and recently approved Shrub 
Oak International School, was purchased 
by the town in 2010 for passive recreation 

Continued on page 2
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Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

According to the Metro-North, with the 
shop’s agreement expiring in June, they are 
required to offer any MTA-owned retail 
space through a transparent, competitive 
process that is fair to all and shows no fa-
voritism, or invites litigation. 

“We recognize that the Marifito family 
has served with distinction for more than 
50 years, and they are encouraged to submit 
a proposal for the space so they can have 
the opportunity to continue to operate the 
stand,” said Metro-North spokesperson 
Nancy Gamerman. 

Metro-North plans to review all request-

for-proposals for the space in August. 
“It’s a terrible thing when common sense 

is overshadowed by profiteering,” State Sen-
ator Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) said. 
“What is happening to the Cohen family 
is indicative of what is happening to busi-
nesses across New York State.”

Westchester County Legislator candidate 
Bob Outhouse added his intention to work 
with the MTA to come to a fair resolution 
that doesn’t infringe on the history and the 
relationship the family business has with the 
community. 

“Nance Marafito Cohen is a Croton in-
stitution,” Croton-on-Hudson Mayor Greg 
Schmidt stated in a letter to the MTA. “She 

has diligently served the commuters of Cro-
ton, and her customers are the MTA’s cus-
tomers.”

Despite the emotional weight the fam-
ily business has been suffering, Nance’s has 
also received an overwhelming amount of 
support from their loyal clientele who don’t 
want to see them leave. 

“They’ve been here forever, we’re like a 
family,” Garrison resident Josh Parker said. 

Croton resident Nasry Michelen, who has 
been a customer of the shop for 28 years, 
said grabbing his early morning cup of cof-
fee and newspaper from the stand is a criti-

cal part of his morning commute. 
“This is a real community place,” 

Michelen said. “It’s a shame what’s happen-
ing to them.”

Sean Cohen also started a petition on 
Change.org hoping to show the MTA how 
important their legacy is to the community 
and encourage them to stop the bidding 
process. The petition has already received 
over 1,000 signatures. 

“This is something that is near and dear 
to our hearts,” Cohen said. “Nobody will be 
able to serve the community like we do, so 
we plan to be the successful bidder on this.”

Coffee Shop Gains Support in Fight to Stay at Croton Station
Continued from page 1

and has been used by Yorktown Athletic 
Club football for practices in recent years.

“This project is so important to the 
kids of Yorktown,” said Matt Talbert, 
YAC football commissioner. “This will 
be filled all the time. For there to be any 
chance of it not happening would be a 
shame.”

A few speakers questioned building a 
sports facility near a gas pipeline, while 
Loretta Chavone, a resident of Stony Street 
since 1981, expressed concerns about the 
safety of the winding roadway, which has 

no street lights or sidewalks.
“The road has been treacherous for the 

36 years I have been there. It’s a death trap,” 
said Chavone. “Kids cut through these 
streets like a bat out of Hell.”

The Yorktown Town Board is expected 
to approve several resolutions related to the 
project Tuesday night (July 18). Grace said 
the playing fields should be ready to open 
in the spring.

“We have a gun to our heads to get the 
fields operational,” Grace remarked. “It’s a 
beautiful location. You feel like you’re at the 
top of the world up there.”

Sports Complex in Shrub Oak on Horizon
MILRENT HAS MOVED

To: 100 Locust Ave.
THE OLDEST CAR AND TRUCK RENTAL 

COMPANY IN PEEKSKILL. 
Come see us!
MILRENT, INC.

Car • Truck • Tool Rentals
Moving Trucks • Vans • Trailers

914-737-6492 • 914-737-6541
100 Locust Ave., Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

FAX: 914-737-3111

Continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
Frustrated residents continued to plea 

with the Cortlandt Planning Board not to 
okay plans for a bus depot in Verplanck 
that has been operating for more than 
three years in their residential neighbor-
hood without required approvals.

During the 9th public hearing on the 
project on July 5, homeowners who re-
side in the vicinity of 301 6th Street 
took turns lambasting Montauk Student 
Transport, its employees and town of-
ficials for not looking out for their best 
interests by subjecting them to noise, 
speeding vehicles, trash and other an-
noyances that have disrupted their qual-
ity of life.

“This operation adversely affects our 
hamlet. Why is this operation allowed in 
a residential zone?” said Bernie Vaughey, 
a more than 60-year resident of Ver-
planck. “Residents you represent are be-
ing exposed to unacceptable noise.”

AKRF Consulting, which was hired 
by the town but is being paid by Mon-
tauk, reported noise levels on 6th Street 
were in the acceptable range but levels on 
Broadway already exceeded the satisfac-
tory threshold.

“Maybe our voices are not being heard. 
Everyone should come and sit at our 
hours for five hours. I feel like you think 
we’re making all of this up,” Kim O’Brien 
remarked. “This business should not be 
here. It’s a free-for-all. This is becoming 
a stressful place to live. It is wearing us 
all down.”

Montauk originally submitted plans 
to the town in March 2015, and then re-
submitted plans five months later, for ap-
proval for 92 parking spaces for full and 
van-size buses and 95 spaces for passen-
ger vehicles, along with use of an exist-
ing 4,200-square-foot garage facility, on 
almost five acres. A stop work order was 
issued by the town’s Code Enforcement 

Office in 2014 for enlarging a parking lot, 
but that was resolved.

A stipulation was then apparently 
reached with town officials after Mon-
tauk paid a $10,000 civil penalty in 
June 2015 for a violation notice allow-
ing Montauk to operate while pursuing 
Planning Board approval, with one of 
the conditions being that property taxes 
were paid in full.

Wayne Spector, an attorney repre-
senting more than a dozen Verplanck 
residents who has called on Cortlandt 
officials to immediately shut down a 

bus depot that has been operating for 
two years without approval, contended 
the “stand-still” agreement the town has 
with Montauk should be ripped up.

“The continued use of this site is an 
insult to all these people,” Spector said. 
“This use has changed the quality of life 
on their residential neighborhood. It’s 
hard to imagine a more inappropriate 
use on this property. These (buses) are 
traveling noise makers.”

Montauk Student Transport currently 
services the Putnam Valley and Peek-
skill school districts. A representative 

for Montauk said 30 buses from Putnam 
Valley would be on site during the sum-
mer, while 61 buses from Peekskill would 
be parked on the property during the 
school year.

Planning Board member James 
Creighton noted Cortlandt’s Master Plan 
recommended not having any parking 
near the Hudson River, although a bus 
depot is a permitted use in the town’s 
Zoning Code.

The Planning Board decided to ad-
journ the public hearing once again to its 
next meeting on August 1.

Residents Unleash Frustrations Over Bus Depot in Verplanck

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 
selection of wines and spirits 

DELIVERED RIGHT 
TO YOUR DOOR...FOR FREE!

Simply place your order Online and select 
“Local Delivery Free” as your shipping option 

($100 minimum order). We are 
currently delivering to Yorktown Heights 

and the neighboring communities of 
Mt. Kisco, Katonah, Somers, Bedford Hills, 

Croton, Cortlandt, Ossining, 
Chappaqua, Millwood, Bedford and Peekskill. 
For full details and restrictions, please check our 

website-suburbanwines.com

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 

LOCAL

Hess Select
Cabernet $14.97 Rosenblum Great 

American Red $8.97
Hess Select
Chardonnay

Kenwood Sonoma 
Chardonnay

Pinnacle
Vodka

A by Acacia
Chardonnay

Cadonini
Pinot Grigio

McManis
Cabernet

Frenzy Sauvignon 
Blanc

Ketel One
Vodka

Ch. St. Jean
Chardonnay

Santi 
Pinot Grigio

Stone Cellars Chardonnay 
or Cabernet

Alma De Los Andes 
Reserva Malbec

Grey Goose 
Vodka

Dewars
Scotch

$8.97 $9.97
$19.97

1.75 LT

$9.97

$8.97
$9.97
1.5 LT

$8.97

$9.97
$9.97

$9.97 $14.97
$49.97

1.75 LT
$34.97

1.75 LT

$39.97
1.75 LT

1.5 LT

Small NewS iS BiG 
NewS - 914-864-0878
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Get on Deck 
(and rev 

your engines) 

with George 
Ondek!

Summer Fun in Yorktown: Cars and Coffee 
Tune into the George Ondek Show with his special guest host,  
Sidney Piekarski, a proud member of the car enthusiast club,  

93 Octane Crew. Sidney discusses her pride and joy, a beautiful 
black Dodge Challenger and the Crews’ Sunday morning  

“cars & coffee” meets at the BJs parking lot, Crompond Rd  
in Yorktown. You can find Sidney and her love for cars on  

Instagram @wild_fox. If you like hot cars, 
hot coffee and and cool hosts, don’t miss this show!

Watch on Cablevision Mondays 8:30 PM, 
Sunday 7:30 PM & Fri 9PM

on the local Cablevision access channel throughout Westchester,
and local government channels throughout Westchester

Or on Youtube anytime by typing in 
George Ondek and the name of the guest.

Yorktown Lions Club 
23rd Annual

2017 Summer Concert Series
Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field – Yorktown Heights, NY

Sundays, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM – Rain or Shine 

 

Saturday Spectacular Music Festival
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rk
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ions Summer Concert

 

Saturday Spectacular Music Festival
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rk

tow

n L
ions Summer Concert

Sunday 6/25/17 – The Showtime Dance Band�– Best of Motown and swing!

Sunday 7/9/17  – Desert Highway�– Long Island’s premier Eagles Tribute Band!

Sunday 7/23/17 – Echoes of Sinatra�– Relive the music of Ol’ Blue Eyes himself!

Sunday 7/30/17 – Danny V’s 52nd Street�– The Ultimate Billy Joel Tribute Show!

Sunday 8/13/17 – Tramps Like Us�– The Springsteen Tribute band the 
Springsteen goes to see! Featuring Yorktown’s own John Winton!

Presenting Sponsors

Saturday�8/19/17 – Saturday Spectacular Music Festival 

12:00 pm – School of Rock Bedford

1:30 pm – Sailing Stone

2:30 pm – Sands of Time

4:00 pm – Justin Veatch All Star Alumni

5:00 pm  - Chain of Fools

6:30 pm – The Stagecoach Band

8:00 pm – Our Headliner –  Jessica Lynn

Food and Refreshments will be available.
In the event of inclement weather – Concert will be held at Yorktown Theater.

Positively – No Food,  Drink or Coolers allowed inside Theater.
Call 914-393-1447 for more information 

www.yorktownlions.com

By Rick Pezzullo
A new program designed to get youth 

prepared for the workplace was launched 
in the City of Peekskill last Wednesday.

Peekskill was chosen to kick-off the 
READI program, which represents cer-
tain attributes employers look for in 
youth they hire: Respect, Enthusiasm, 
Articulate, Dependable and Initiative.

“When we first started some kids were 
skeptical. Many expressed surprise on 
how much they were able to learn,” said 
Danielle Satow, executive director of 
Peekskill’s Youth Bureau, which has 44 
youth employed at businesses and mu-
nicipalities through summer internships 
following their involvement in READI. 

“The READI curriculum will continue 
to be a great enhancement in their lives.”

In November 2011, the Westchester-
Putnam Workforce Development Board 
appointed an ad hoc committee to ex-
amine the attributes that businesses look 
for when they hire youth and to develop 
a strategy for helping teens prepare for 
the work experience. The committee was 
comprised of representatives from local 
colleges, universities, businesses, busi-
ness membership organizations, youth 
services groups and religious organiza-
tions. The recommendations of the com-
mittee became READI.

“Employment is one of the best ways 
to help young people transition to young 

adults,” said Allison Lake, deputy direc-
tor of the Westchester Children’s Asso-
ciation. “This has been a great collabora-
tion. Peekskill is our pilot.”

The partners involved with bring-
ing the curriculum to Peekskill include 
Westchester County, The Guidance 
Center of Westchester, Inc., Westhab 
and Westchester Bank. The Westches-
ter-Putnam Workforce Development 
Board will work with agencies such as 
the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce and the Westchester Business 
Council to facilitate the process.

“This is not just the county, this is not 

just the city, this is not just the bank. It is 
truly a collaborative effort,” said George 
Oros, executive director of the county’s 
Economic Development Department. 
“READI, aim, higher!”

Angel Torres, 17, went through the 
READI training and is working in the Fi-
nance Department at Peekskill City Hall.

“It’s really helped me so far,” she said. 
“I’m really excited how it will help me in 
the future.”

“I know that this program will be very 
successful,” said Peekskill Mayor Frank 
Catalina. “We will do you proud. We will 
show you this is a great program.”

RiCK pezzullo photo
peekskill youth bureau executive Director Danielle Satow addresses attendees at last week’s press 
conference; (bottom) youth show they’re ReADi for the workplace.

Peekskill Chosen to Launch Youth Workplace Initiative
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RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 1500  LOW ROOF

$26,995
SAVE $6,500

MSRP $33,495

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 2500  HIGH ROOF
6 SPEED AUTOMATIC

Uconnect 5.0, Interior Convenience Group, Rear Hinged Doors 
w/Fixed Glass, Wide Power Heated Mirrors,. STK#11556T

$30,995
SAVE $6,935

MSRP $37,930

AGGRESSIVE DEALS ON DEALER JEEP DEMOS!
Save Up To $10,000 Off MSRP

8 AVAILABLE CALL FOR DETAILS!

3.6L AUTOMATIC
Top features include air conditioning, a trip computer, turn 

signal indicator mirrors, and much more.. STK#11552T

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

SAVE  $10,996 
ON OUR LAST 

2016 RAM 
TRUCKS

UP
TO

$32,881
SAVE $9,834

MSRP $42,715NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 ST 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27J PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, SIDE STEPS AND 
MORE, STK#11819T

$35,475
SAVE $10,640

MSRP $46,115NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, BEDLINER AND 
MORE, STK#11746T

$37,252
SAVE $10,738

MSRP $47,990NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
CREW CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 26S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION AND 
MORE, STK#11679TT

$37,104
SAVE $10,996

MSRP $48,100NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 MAX STEEL, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, 
HEMI, 20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION 
AND MORE, STK#11775T

PRICES INCLUDE ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 7/30/17
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Despite increased awareness about the dangers of ultraviolet 
(UV) radiation, melanoma rates continue to rise in the United 

States. The American Cancer Society and 
Open Door Family Medical Centers Advise:

• Seek shade Avoid being outdoors in direct sunlight too long  
between the hours of 10 am and 4 pm, when UV light is strongest. 

• Protect your skin with clothing: When you are out in the sun, wear 
clothing to cover your skin. Long-sleeved shirts, long pants, or long 

skirts are the most protective. A tightly woven fabric is best. If you can 
see light through a fabric, UV rays can get through, too.

• Wear a hat: A hat with at least a 2- to 3-inch brim all around is ideal 
• Wear sunglasses that block UV rays

• Use sunscreen: Use an SPF 30 or higher “broad spectrum” sun-
screen. Only “broad spectrum” sunscreens protect against both UVA 
and UVB Ideally, about 1 ounce, about a shot glass or palmful, should 
be used to cover the arms, legs, neck, and face of the average adult. 

Sunscreen needs to be reapplied at 
least every 2 hours to maintain protection.

For more information about staying safe the sun, 
go to www.Cancer.org or call 800.227.2345

American Cancer Society and 
Open Door Family Medical Centers 

Offer Tips To Stay Safe In The Sun This Summer
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By Anna Young
For nearly three decades, Sarah Bell 

has shared her belly dancing expertise 
with women of all ages helping them 
build self-confidence while learning the 
historic dance.

For 27 years, Bell has split her time be-
tween various counties within the Hud-
son Valley devoting herself to teaching 
her multi-cultural belly dancing class to 
those who aren’t afraid to try something 
different. While she admits society has a 
common misconception towards belly 
dancing, she believes her class provides 
an opportunity to celebrate beauty and 
build long lasting friendships. 

“Everyone who joins my class be-
comes friends for life. We help each other 
through life’s challenges. We’re a family,” 
the Duchess county resident said. “Belly 
dancing is women coming together and 
sharing their lives through food and 
dance. We’re all beautiful in the bodies 
we come in and that’s what dancing is all 
about.”

Through hard work and dedication, 
Bell’s enthusiasm and love for teach-
ing has found her a permanent home at 
Evolution Acro & Tumble in Yorktown 
where she teaches her specialized class 
every Saturday.  

During Bell’s lively 75-minute class, 
you’ll not only learn the art and skill of 

belly dancing, but also grow to appreci-
ate the history, rhythm, spirituality and 
culture it originates from. She also en-
courages students to dress up for class. 

“My students always leave feeling bet-
ter than when they came in,” Bell said. 
“Belly dancing is better than therapy, 
that’s my motto.”

With an arsenal of choreographed 
dances, Bell said every class offers some-
thing new and interesting. She added 
that she also accommodates student re-
quests, including a strong demand for a 
Hawaiian hula dance class. 

While Bell admits some are intimi-
dated during their first class, that fear 
eventually dissipates with people return-
ing feeling more confident, joyful and 
excited to learn something new. 

“I do feel a sense of accomplishment 
when these women are so happy and 
can’t wait to come to class,” Bell said. “I’m 
very grateful.”

Classes are offered on Saturday’s from 
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Evolution Acro & 
Tumble located at 1877 Commerce St. 
in the Underhill Plaza shopping center 
in Yorktown. For more information, call 
914-874-4541, email dancewsarah@aol.
com or visit www.dancingwithsarah.
com. 

 Sarah bell has been teaching belly dancing for 27 years.

Belly Dancing Teacher Aims to Help Build Self-Confidence
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Dorothy “Dot” Leslie

Dorothy “Dot” H. Leslie, a 62-year res-
ident of Peekskill, died July 8. She was 95.

She was born in Brooklyn, on October 
01, 1921 to Robert A. and Alice D. nee 
Enggren Huddleston. Mrs. Leslie was a 
homemaker and a very active member 
of St. Peters Episcopal Church and the 
Peekskill/Cortlandt community. She was 
an active member and past president of 
the Garden Club of Peekskill, a Master 
Gardener, and a District and State Flower 
Show Master Judge. She was on the Con-
servation Committee and was instru-
mental in the restoration and beautifica-
tion of the Riverfront Green in Peekskill. 

She is survived by her son, Alexander 
Drake (Donna) Leslie, daughters, Darcy 
Leslie Parson and Jessica Anne Leslie 
and husband, Scott Moore, and grand-
children: Nigel Moore, Eva Parsons and 
Dylan Parsons. Her husband, John Les-
lie, Jr., predeceased her March 12, 2009. 
Donations can be made to the Garden 
Club of Peekskill, c/o Marge Trainor, 48 
Hewitt St., Lake Peekskill, NY 10537.

Jeanne Brady

Jeanne Aspinwall Brady died July 1 at 
Cedar Manor Nursing Home, in Ossin-

ing. She was 92.
She was born on November 13, 1924. 

Beloved mother of Elisabeth Biggar 
and her husband David and cherished 
grandmother to Daniel, Katherine, 
Erin and Charlotte. She was raised in 
Marathon, New York, later moving to 
New York City. She attended Katharine 
Gibbs. Employment followed at Gen-
eral Electric. She was also involved in 
the Young Republican Club. She then 
moved to Mount Kisco, to raise her 
family. She was the office manager at 
the Mount Kisco Presbyterian Church. 
Her volunteering efforts included the 
League of Woman Voters and the Chap-
paqua Orchestra. She later moved to 
Ossining, and was employed by Phelps 
Memorial Hospital.

She was a longtime parishioner of 
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church in Scar-
borough, New York. She loved cooking, 
gardening, antiques, music and most of 
all her family. A memorial service will be 
held in the fall.

Edward D’Anna

Edward J. D’Anna, a 55-year resident 
of Peekskill, died July 14. He was 92. 

Mr. D’Anna was a WWII U.S. Army 
veteran, then worked for 42 years for the 

NYARNG as a Trainer-Leader-Soldier 
in Yonkers and later at Camp Smith. He 
was active in the Peekskill community, a 
member of the C H & L# 1, member of 
the Peekskill Seniors, and formerly active 
in The Church of the Assumption Bingo 
Committee. He enjoyed going to Empire 
Casino in Yonkers. 

He is survived by sons, Edward J. 

(Denise) D’Anna, Jr, and Christopher 
D. D’Anna; daughters, Sandra Clayton, 
Patricia Sansone and Dorothy Hunt; 18 
grandchildren; nine great-grandchil-
dren; and four great-great-grandchil-
dren. He was predeceased by his wife, 
Dorothy Hickey D’Anna in 1989, and 
daughter Deborah D’Anna. A Memorial 
Service will be held at a later date.

Obituaries 

ShopRite of Croton-on-
hudson hosted a clothing 
drive to benefit local 
veterans’ organizations on 
Saturday. local residents 
placed bags of gently used 
clothing in a large donation 
box set up near the exit of  
the store, despite challenges 
due to ongoing construction 
at the store. Collections from 
the clothing drive will go 
toward the supermarket’s 
ninth annual Veterans 
Fundraising Campaign. the 
campaign raises funds for 

hudson Valley-based veterans’ organizations, such as tower of hope, hudson Valley honor Flight 
and Committee for the Families of War Veterans. the clothing donated will be turned over to We 
Collect Clothes, an organization that partners with ShopRite to facilitate the drive.

JeReMy tRoetti photo 
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To the Editor:
Spin or fact. It’s not always easy to 

know which is which, especially in an 
election year. 

Supervisor Grace’s claim that taxes 
have been flat for the past five years clev-
erly mixes apples and oranges. It also 
shows what happens when politics takes 
precedence over sound fiscal planning.

The truth: Our town tax, the only tax 
that all property owners pay, increased 
8.6% over the past five years. The num-
bers are right there in the budget book. 
It’s not “fake news.”

For some homeowners, the town tax 
increase was offset by a 40% drop in the 
water district tax. But then look what 
happened to our water charges. 

With water district expenses increas-
ing and revenue decreasing, Supervisor 
Grace was forced to use $3.5 million – 
more than half of the district’s fund bal-
ance -- to cover the district’s inevitable 
and predictable operating deficit. And 
then, in 2016, after acknowledging that 
he had made a fiscal mistake when he 
lowered the water tax, Supervisor Grace 
raised the water usage rate by 25% -- 

which actually ended up costing the av-
erage homeowner more money, not less.

As for not delaying any needed infra-
structure projects, ask Supervisor Grace 
why we’re still waiting for our water from 
the Catskill system to be fluoridated. Af-
ter the old system had to be shut down in 
2012, Supervisor Grace voted to install a 
new system. That was 4½ years ago; there’s 
still to plan for replacing the system.

Supervisor Grace’s claim to have done 
such a good job holding down expenses 
also needs to be examined more closely. 
It’s easy to say you’ve cut expenses when 

you intentionally leave staff vacancies 
unfilled or pad the budget with expenses 
not likely to materialize.

It’s true the town is in good financial 
shape (even if our roads, ballfields, tennis 
courts and buildings aren’t) but that has 
more to do with an improving economy and 
increasing revenue from sales and mortgage 
taxes, revenue sources over which the town 
has no control, plus a one-time payment of 
$1.5 million from the pipeline company for 
disturbing our parkland.  

These are facts. Not spin.
SuSan SiEgEl

Letters to the Editor
Audit Spin OR Fact from Supervisor Grace

Yorktown Planning Board Showed a Lack of Transparency
To the Editor:

Due to funding issues, I understand 
the need for having the non-televised 
Special Session of the Planning Board on 
June 26, 2017 as it related to Special Use 
Permit for the Shrub Oak International 
School. Using the non-televised Special 
Session to also grant a Special Use Per-
mit for the Helistop was unnecessary 
and showed a lack of transparency by the 
Planning Board. 

The blanket acceptance of a consult-
ant’s report by the any town board is 
problematic when the consultant is hired 
and paid for by the developer. This is es-
pecially true when there is controversy 
regarding a project.  Under these cir-
cumstances an independent consultant 
should be hired by the board and the 
developer then billed for it. However, in 
order to avoid unnecessary expense on 
the part of the developer, the developer 

can elect to utilize only the independent 
consultant’s report. 

Finally, I cannot verify the content 
of my next comment since the Special 
Session of the Planning Board was not 
televised. I was, however, informed by 
someone who did attend the Special 
Session that a member of the Planning 
Board stated as it related to the Spe-
cial Use Permit for the Helistop, “Give 
him whatever he wants.” If, in fact, that 

comment was made, it is indicative 
of poor planning. If a member of this 
Board made such a comment, it is not 
consistent with the Duties & Respon-
sibilities of a member of the Planning 
Board. If the comment was, in fact, 
made, the member making the com-
ment should resign, forthwith, from 
the Planning Board. 

Jay KopSTEin
yorktown

Chief was Wrong for Pulling Trigger on Yorktown Aux. Police
To the Editor:

An article in the July 11-July 17 edi-
tion of the Examiner stated that the new 
Yorktown Police Chief Robert Noble 
decided to disband the Auxiliary Po-
lice in Yorktown over safety concerns. 
They served as the “eyes and ears” of 

the Yorktown Police department for 
more than 60 years. I strongly disagree 
with the Chief. An Auxiliary Police Of-
ficer once helped me in a traffic accident 
when I lived in the Bronx during one 
of the most dangerous decades of the 
1970s Fort Apache era. It is also good 

for a young person seeking a career 
in the Police force or a retired person 
wanting to serve his or her community 
such a myself. If there is safety concerns 
the person can sign a waiver. I would be 
willing to do that. I also disagree with 
Councilman Tom Diana who stated the 

Chief has the right because it’s his Police 
Department. I believe it’s the Citizens 
Police department not the Police Chief. 
It should be voted on by all the Citizens 
of Yorktown. 

 JoSEph R agoSTinElli
Mohegan lake 

Do Yorktown Politicians Need a ‘Safe Space’?
To the Editor:

Supervisor Grace has recently lec-
tured the public at a Town Board meet-
ing that he’s angry and annoyed that so 

many residents don’t know how hard 
he works, and the long hours he puts in. 
Simply stated, Supervisor Grace is hurt 
that he’s not appreciated more. It seems 

the problems starts when anyone pub-
licly opposes Mr. Grace’s own narrative 
or dare questions his decision-making 
process. Mr. Grace shouldn’t talk down 
to taxpayers because ‘they don’t get it’ 
or perceived bruises to his ego. Has Su-
pervisor Grace lost touch with his con-

stituents? If Mr. Grace can’t handle the 
heat he should leave the kitchen. Does 
Yorktown Town Hall need to build a 
‘safe space’ for politicians with hurt 
feelings?

DaviD WiTKoWich
yorktown
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Support Connection, Inc. has announc-
es the selection of two local residents as 
Walk Ambassadors for their Annual 
Support-A-Walk For Breast And Ovarian 
Cancer  which will take place on Sunday, 
October 1, (rain or shine) at FDR Park 
in Yorktown. The Walk brings attention 
to the needs of people affected by breast 
and ovarian cancer and raises funds for 
Support Connection’s free counseling and 
other support services for those affected 
by these diseases. It is attended by thou-
sands of people from across the Hudson 
Valley. Walk Ambassadors are cancer sur-
vivors who represent the spirit and pur-
pose of the Support-A-Walk.

Sue Andersen (Cortlandt): In May 
2007, Sue went to see her gynecologist af-
ter noticing a lump in her breast. Her doc-
tor shared her concern, so he sent her for 
testing. That’s when Sue was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She was only 37 years 
old at the time, with two young children: 
a five-year-old daughter Emma and a sev-
en-year-old son Peter.

Looking for support, she reached out to 
a friend who was a breast cancer survivor, 
and that friend suggested she call Support 
Connection: “My first call led me straight 
to Andrea Karl (Support Connection Peer 
Counselor), the best facilitator, counselor 
and friend anyone could ask for. I would 
not be here today without the love and 
support of my family and friends, but 
Andrea is truly an angel who helped me 
through every step of treatment.”

Sue joined Support Connection’s Young 
Women’s support group, which Karl also 
facilitated: “I attend the support group 
for about three years. Sometimes we met 
twice a month because there were so 
many women and so much to talk about.”

Sue said: “I felt like Support Connection 
was part of my treatment plan: Surgery, 
chemo, radiation and group. It was a place 
I could go and feel comfortable taking off 
my wig and talking about my treatments. 
Everyone was there to listen and Andrea 
made it easy to talk and share my story. 
In fact, Andrea inspired me to become a 
support group facilitator myself.”

In 2012, Sue became a volunteer sup-
port group facilitator for Support Con-
nection. She now facilitates two groups 
every month. Also, over the past eight 
years she has attended numerous health 
fairs as a volunteer to share info about 
Support Connection with the community.

Sue attended her first Support-A-Walk 
in 2007 just a few months after her own 
diagnosis. Each year she has a Team 
called “Sue’s Rack Pack” which consists 
of friends and family, including her hus-
band Pete and their two children, as well 
as her sister, three brothers and her par-
ents. They raise funds together and walk 
together.

This year, Sue and her Team will also 
walk in support of two other family mem-

bers, both diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2016: Sue’s sister-in-law Lynn, diagnosed 
at age 57, and Sue’s mom, Helen, diag-
nosed at age 80. Sue said: “Participating 
in the Support-A-Walk is something eve-
ryone should do if they can, because eve-
ryone knows someone affected by cancer. 
It’s a day in the park that’s filled with com-
passion and love. It means so much to all 
of the cancer survivors and families who 
are there.”

When asked to be a Walk Ambassador, 
she readily agreed: “It’s a great opportu-
nity to spread the word in our commu-
nity about the valuable services Support 
Connection offers to women and families 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer. We 
are so fortunate to have this wonderful 
organization right in our back yard. I’m 
happy to share my story about how Sup-
port Connection helped me so more peo-
ple can learn about it and get the support 

they need.”

Ilene Cohen (Yorktown): Ilene was 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 1994 
when she was 49 years old. She had no 
history of cancer in her family and her 
cancer was discovered almost by accident: 
“I really didn’t notice anything except I 
was developing a little pot belly. I thought, 
well, I’m 49 years old, maybe my weight 
is redistributing. I don’t think I was gain-
ing any weight, but my pants were getting 
tighter.” The only other sign she noticed 
was more frequent urination.

Ilene reported these things to her gyne-
cologist during her routine annual check-
up. Fortunately, her doctor acted quickly, 
did a test which showed evidence of a 
pelvic growth, and got Ilene into surgery 
soon after. Ilene had a complete hyster-
ectomy, including removal of her ovaries. 
Pathology confirmed the diagnosis of 

ovarian cancer.
While coping with her diagnosis and 

six rounds of chemo, Ilene was also a 
mom concerned with the needs of her 
teenage children. Her son was almost 16; 
her daughter was 18 and about to head off 
to college. Ilene didn’t know anyone who’d 
had ovarian cancer, and Support Connec-
tion had not yet been established. It was 
a lot to handle: “It would have been nice 
to have Support Connection,”  Ilene said. 
“I had a very supportive family, but with 
Support Connection I would have had 
someone comfortable to call, and they 
would have been able to give me answers 
to the questions I had.”

In 1996, Ilene received a postcard an-
nouncing the Support-A-Walk as well as 
the opening of Support Connection’s of-
fice. Knowing she’d be out of town for the 
Walk, Ilene visited the office to make a do-
nation and to inquire about volunteering. 
And volunteer she has: Since 1996, Ilene 
has volunteered at the office an average of 
8-15 hours every week. Many weeks she 
gives more time to help with special events 
and projects. It’s a huge investment of time 
and talent, which Ilene is happy to do: “Af-
ter being through cancer, and not knowing 
if you’re going to live or die, you feel so re-
lieved and fortunate. I wanted to give back 
and help others in the same situation.”

 Ilene has participated in almost every 
Support-A-Walk since 1997. Joined by 
family and friends, her Team “Friends of 
Ilene” walks and raises funds together. Il-
ene says: “I’d encourage all survivors, their 
friends and families to come to this uplift-
ing event. There’s such a feeling of encour-
agement, hope and belonging. Everyone 
understands what you’ve been through. 
It’s a healing experience for everyone, 
seeing thousands of people coming to-
gether for a meaningful cause.” Ilene adds: 

Ambassadors Chosen for Annual Support Connection Walk

Sue Anderson Ilene Cohen

Support Connection is mourning 
the loss of one of its co-
founders, Richard Adam-
ski, who died last week.

Yorktown-based Sup-
port Connection began as a 
dream envisioned by Nancy 
Heller, a breast cancer sur-
vivor, and Mr. Adamski, 
who lost his wife Myra to 
breast cancer. When Heller 
and Myra were diagnosed, 
no local organization ex-
isted to provide them with 
emotional and education-
al support to help them 
through their cancer journey. Heller 
and Adamski met on a bus return-
ing from a cancer walk in Manhattan. 

They formed a bond and began talk-
ing about the need for sup-

port for people affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer 
in Westchester, Putnam 
and beyond.

They decided to hold a 
walkathon at FDR State 
Park in Yorktown in Oc-
tober 1995. They gath-
ered a group of dedicated, 
spirited supporters to help 
them. Eight hundred peo-
ple came that first year, 

which inspired Heller and 
Adamski to do more. Us-

ing the funds from that Walk, and with 
the help of Katherine Quinn, Support 
Connection’s Founding Executive Di-

rector, Support Connection was cre-
ated in July 1996.

“Rich Adamski has been one of Sup-
port Connection’s staunchest support-
ers throughout its 21- year history,” 
Quinn said. “His vision, leadership 
and compassion has made a difference 
in so many lives. He will be greatly 
missed but his spirit will live on in Sup-
port Connection’s work.”

On the organization’s website, Ad-
amski stated, “Support Connection has 
given hope and help to so many people 
and without question, being part of it 
has been one of the most gratifying ex-
periences of my life.”

A Funeral Mass was held for Adam-
ski Saturday at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Church in Shrub Oak. 

Support Connection Mourns Death of Co-Founder Adamski

Continued on page 10

Richard Adamski
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By David Propper
Putnam Valley voters narrowly defeat-

ed a measure last week that would have 
resulted in the construction of a new rec-
reation center in town, halting a project 
town officials heavily lobbied for.

In the dead of summer, more than 
1,500 voters turned out with 840 reject-
ing the proposal and 744 supporting it. 
The 96-vote difference was a stunning 
end to an issue that lit a fire under the 
town the past few months. Supporters 
touted the proposed center as an epicent-
er where adults and children could take 
classes and play sports, but opponents 
decried the center as too expensive. The 
overall price tag would have been $3.8 
million that would have been bonded 
and paid off over many years. 

Supervisor Sam Oliverio, who pushed 
hard for the center, was stunned and sol-
emn as the vote total was announced at 
the Ambulance Corps building after 9 
p.m.

“This would have been a real positive 
asset for the community, but the people 
aren’t ready for it,” Oliverio said. 

Oliverio said he believes the town 
faced an uphill battle against a “lot of 
negative misinformation.” He said, for 
instance, there were fliers circulated that 
started the recreation building would 
only be open five days per week from 8 
a.m.- 4 p.m., which he said wasn’t the 
case. It was slated to open daily and the 
hours would be longer, he said. 

He did give some credit to the opposi-
tion for their hard work and also pointed 
to complacency among those that want-
ed the center. He said the day after the 
vote he got several calls and emails from 
residents that didn’t vote, but wanted the 
center.

“I assumed this was a slam dunk win 
with a huge plurality,” Oliverio said. 
“Who would oppose a year- round rec. 
center?”

But Oliverio conceded the fear of 
higher taxes also led to voters shooting 
down the center. While he said $24 more 
in taxes for the building for several years 
per household might not seem like a lot, 
taxes in the area are already exorbitant. 

“We did everything we could,” Oliv-
erio said. 

Recreational Committee chairman 
Phil Keating called the vote a “big set-
back” because programs won’t be en-
hanced. 

The recreation center would have ex-
panded limited gym space and led to 
more programs and classes that the town 
used to have or never had before. 

“We move on, we don’t give up,” Keat-
ing said. “We’ve been doing this long 
enough, we know what we’re doing and 
we’re doing this for the kids and commu-
nity and we’ll continue.” 

Councilwoman Jackie Annabi said she 
was “deeply disappointed” with the out-
come and pointed to the “bombardment 
of misinformation” by those opposing 
the project. Looking back, she believes 
the town would have been better served 
to hold more town hall -tyle meetings 
about the project to better inform resi-
dents.

“We obviously failed in effectively ed-
ucating the residents as to the true facts 
about every aspect of the proposal,” An-
nabi said.

She thanked the town employees and 
volunteers that worked hard on the pro-
posal and vowed the town would contin-
ue to find ways to improve the quality of 
life for residents.

“I’m sure we’ll go back to the drawing 
board, learn from our failures to come 
up with new and exciting solutions to the 
lack of recreational resources available 
to all Putnam Valley residents,” Annabi 
said.

Longtime resident Patty Villanova was 

against the recreation center and called 
the results a victory for taxpayers. She 
panned the plan as too costly and not 
sustainable. 

“We don’t need this building,” Villano-
va said. “You don’t need to spend (mon-
ey) on a building like this. It’s crazy.”

While Oliverio claimed residents 
against the recreation center were speak-
ing falsehoods, Villanova maintained it 
was town officials that were “blatantly 
lying.” Information disseminated by the 
opponents of the center came from Free-
dom of Information Act requests, Vil-
lanova said. 

She said the town tried to build the 
center in secret and many people didn’t 
know about the center until she and oth-
ers set out to get the bond to a vote. 

Resident Dan Vera, also active in town, 
campaigned against the recreation cent-
er. In an email blast a few days before the 
vote, Vera stressed the center would cost 
too much in taxes and fees to participate 
in programs. 

“They’re spending our tax dollars to 
promote this 30-year $3.8-million bond. 
Do you really think they have our best 
interest at heart,” Vera said in the email.

The proposed recreation center 
sparked widespread and passionate de-
bate throughout town. The town board 
originally voted unanimously to approve 
a bond for the center and New York State 
Senator Sue Serino even announced a 
$100,000 grant for the facility, with a 
press release titled “Recreation Center 
Coming to Putnam Valley with Help 
from Serino.” 

photo by DAViD pRoppeR
putnam Valley Recreation Committee Chairman phil Keating and Supervisor Sam oliverio expressed 
disappointment with voting results.

Putnam Valley Residents Give New Rec Center Thumbs Down

on July 8 and 9, the yorktown Athletic Club girls softball hosted a 12u travel softball tournament at the 202 fields, Downing and Chelsea park. 
eight teams were entered into the tourney with teams from all over the area, and the yorktown huskers had another stellar weekend sweeping the 
competition. in Saturday’s pool play they defeated the Westchester heat 11-2, Somers 12-0 and pelham bay 12-0, making them the top seed for 
Sunday’s single elimination round. Sunday was no different for them as they beat pelham bay (eighth seed) in the first round 14-2. in the semifinals 
they faced off  against the Westchester heat again, and they won by the score of  6-2. the yorktown huskers captured the championship defeating the 
empire State huskies, 6-3.

Support Connection provides help in so 
many ways. By participating in the Walk 
and raising funds, we can help to insure 
they can continue their work.

Ilene is happy to be a Walk Ambassa-
dor: “Support Connection is an amazing 
organization. I’d like to help in any way 
I can, to spread the word and let people 
know about the help they offer to women 
dealing with breast or ovarian cancer. It’s 
so important for people to be aware of the 
support that they or their loved ones can 
receive during a very difficult and fright-
ening time. The caring counselors at Sup-
port Connection are there to help.” She 
adds: “I’m very proud to be a part of this 
organization, to share my story and to en-
courage and inspire other survivors.

To donate to the Support-A-Walk, or to 
learn how to participate or fundraise, visit 
www.supportconnection.org or call 914-
962-6402.

Support 
Connection
Ambassadors
Continued from page 9
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W/$3498 DOWN

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Leases are 10k per year plus money down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals: Renegade 3564/13689 Cherokee 7761/13085, Gr Cherokee 7164/22905, 
Wrangler 7761/24916, Pacifica 4056/24977 and Ram 7164/25003.Pictures for illustration purposes only.Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax and reg extra. Ends 7/31/17.
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By Rajesh Gupta, MD 
Medical Director, AFC Urgent Care 
Yorktown

Summertime – the kids are home with 
loads of free time! They may feel in-
clined to relax on the couch until school 
starts up again in the fall, but don’t let 
them miss out on the lively energy of 
those summer months. Here are several 
healthy activities that you and your little 
ones can enjoy together.

 Find a Farm and get to picking
Strawberries, blueberries, blackberries 

— whatever savory treat you and your 
kids enjoy, pick them yourself. Local 
farms and nurseries are the perfect lo-
cations to tackle a fun task of collecting 
something you both like, together. Once 
your buckets are filled, head to the kitch-
en to try out your favorite fruit-filled 
recipes. Visit your local farmers’ market 
for a larger selection and give your kids 
a few dollars to spend. Turn this into a 
yearly tradition and they’ll look forward 
to it every time! Now you can check a few 
items off your grocery list in exchange 
for sweet memories.

 Put Your Green Thumb to the Test
If you currently have a home garden, 

or are willing to practice your planting 
skills, encourage your kids to join you. 

Take the time to plan how big or small 
you’ll make your garden, where and what 
vegetables or flowers you want to grow. 
No need to commit to a huge project; 
this will be a rewarding pursuit for eve-
ryone involved, no matter the size; you 
could even offer a small section as their 
own responsibility. They will take pride 

in playing an important role in the 
summer-long upkeep and benefit from 
having a healthy snack right outside the 
house.

 The outdoors are in!
Ditch the digital distractions (except 

for maybe a camera) and head outside 

to soak up the vitamin D. Spend a Sat-
urday with your kids navigating through 
a nearby state park or nature reserve; 
you can spend some time hiking, swim-
ming, canoeing or taking a leisurely na-
ture tour. Depending on your child’s age 
and abilities, there are a wide variety of 
outdoor adventures to undertake. This is 
a great chance to get some exercise and 
give your kids the opportunity to ex-
plore. Pack the sunscreen, plenty of wa-
ter and a picnic lunch for your day-trip 
destination, and you’ll be good to go.

 
create your own Masterpiece

Whether it’s decorating flower pots, 
painting a picture or assembling a home-
made bird feeder, you can’t go wrong 
with arts and crafts. A few simple sup-
plies and a child’s imagination can go a 
long way. Exercising your child’s mind 
with creative crafting has been linked to 
lifelong brain development gains. This is 
also a smart way to keep busy while es-
caping the summer heat or seeking shel-
ter from a thunderstorm.

 But don’t forget to keep a close eye on 
your kids to prevent any injuries during 
your summertime fun. Staying hydrated 
and avoiding sunburn will ensure the 
good times last even longer. Enjoy and 
have a safe and happy summer!

The Best (And Healthiest!) Summer Activities for You and Your Kids
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Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$2,500 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary --
with Your Choice of Passbook or Statement Savings!

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .75% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is 
no interest paid on balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of March 7, 2017.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the 
Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from 
an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is $3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account 
opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a 
given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary 
period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first 
anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2017 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2017.  
No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2018 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2018.

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - PASSBOOK-STATEMENT-BONUS - EFF DATE 3-7-2017.indd   1 2/27/2017   2:17:44 PM

6th Annual Yorktown Grange Car Show, Tractors & Big Truck Day

photoS SubMitteD by SCott nelSen
on June 25, 135 show exhibitors, plus tractor and big truck displays, Metro north track safety awareness, vendors, raffles, trophies, prizes 
and good food, created a full day of  fun.
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By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
For 2017, the federal lifetime estate 

and gift tax exemption has increased to 
$5,490,000. This means that you can gift 
this amount over your lifetime 
without incurring a federal 
gift-tax and to the extent you 
haven’t done so, any exemption 
remaining at death can be ap-
plied against the value of your 
estate for federal estate tax pur-
poses. Very few people are sub-
jected to the federal estate and 
gift tax under the current law.

Currently, the New York es-
tate tax exemption is $5,250,000. Begin-
ning January 1, 2019, the New York es-
tate tax exemption will mirror the federal 
estate and gift tax exemption.  

For federal gift tax purposes, an indi-
vidual can make annual gifts to any per-
son other than a spouse in the amount of 
$14,000.00 per person. These gifts do not 
reduce your lifetime exemption. The an-
nual exclusion is above and beyond the 
lifetime exemption. However, if your es-
tate is not valued at more than $5,490,000, 
then the annual exclusion is irrelevant to 
you.  Thus, and often to the surprise of 
clients, if your estate is valued at less than 
$5,490,000, you can gift away your entire 
estate during your lifetime and pay no 
federal gift taxes.  In addition, your heirs 

will not have to pay any taxes on the gift 
either. There is no gift tax in New York; 
however gifts made within three years of 
death are added back to your New York 

gross taxable estate.
Many people confuse fed-

eral and State tax laws with the 
Medicaid rules. If an individual 
is applying for nursing home 
Medicaid, ANY AMOUNT 
gifted by the individual during 
the five years prior to apply-
ing for Medicaid may create a 
penalty for Medicaid eligibility 
purposes. The federal annual 

gift tax exclusion of $14,000 IS NOT an 
annual exclusion for Medicaid purposes.   
Often, people make gifts each year equal 
to the annual exclusion amount under 
the theory that they are reducing their 
assets in case nursing home care is re-
quired in the future; this is wrong!

It is important to note that in home 
care cases, there is no five-year look-
back period. Thus, prior gift giving will 
not impact Medicaid eligibility in a home 
care scenario. The dichotomy in Medic-
aid gift giving rules only applies to nurs-
ing home cases.  

Often, gifts are made by family mem-
bers for very common purposes such as 
paying for a grandchild’s college edu-

cation, assisting a financially troubled 
child, or charitable donations.  Regard-
less of the amount, these are all gifts for 
purposes of determining Medicaid eligi-
bility for nursing home care. The result 
is that many individuals are denied nurs-
ing home Medicaid eligibility for making 
every day (and necessary) gifts during 
the look back period.

In the recent past, we have seen 
through case law instances where appli-
cants have been successful in arguing that 
gifts made during the look back period 
were for purposes other than to qualify 
for Medicaid and therefore, eligible for 
nursing home Medicaid.  In making 
such determination, DSS will consider 
things such as (i) the physical and men-
tal condition of the applicant at the time 
of the gift (ii) the use of the gifted funds, 
(iii) whether the applicant gifted his/her 
own funds or funds that were received 
through inheritance or a windfall, (iv) 
whether the applicant lived independ-
ently in the community when the gifts 
were made (v) the financial security of 
the applicant, (vi) the time that elapsed 
between the gifting and the applicant’s 
institutionalization and (vii) whether the 
applicant had considered institutional-
ized care when the gifts were made.

Given the economic environment, it 

has been increasingly common for me 
to encounter situations where gifts have 
been made by applicants to their chil-
dren or grandchildren during the look 
back period predicated on misapplying 
federal and State tax laws to Medicaid el-
igibility rules.  Prior to making gifts, the 
advice of an elder law attorney should be 
sought.  If already at the stage of apply-
ing for Medicaid, the intervention of a 
skilled elder law attorney who can craft 
a proper argument to avoid being denied 
Medicaid eligibility is critical.

Take Caution Before Making Gifts

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241 3851

• Gravel • Mulches 
• Topsoil • Fieldstone

• Sand • Stonedust 
• Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits 
• Flagstone 
• Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones
• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill
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Tuesday, July 18
Free Medicare counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak from 
10 a.m. to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are neces-
sary for the free service. Meet with a 
trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings 
Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center Helpline with your questions at 
914-231-3260 and a counselor will re-
turn your call within two business days. 
For a listing of all eight SBIC centers in 
Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second-floor conference room. 
Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

healthy happy hour:  Healthy Hap-
py Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

hygeia programs:  Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community 
Acupuncture is being held from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. The cost is $30. Come experi-
ence the beneficial effects of acupuncture 
in a group setting. Register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com. On the last Tuesday of the 
month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Dis-
order Support Group, led by a LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships 
with food. Info/register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com or www.hyinhealth.com.

wednesday, July 19
Seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – 
Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call Ter-
ri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext. 1 for more 
information. Classes are conducted at 4 
Nelson Ave., downstairs from the library.

Senior Exercise: We offer the Workout 
M-W from 10-11 am. and Zumba Gold 
on Friday 11 a.m. to noon.  The pro-
grams are free to all seniors in Peekskill.  
Call Terri Dean to register at 914-734-
4250 Ext. 5.

Summer Reading program: The Som-
ers Library will be hosting a teen summer 
reading program through Aug. 30. There 
will be raffle prizes. One raffle ticket will 
be provided for each 100 pages read, as 
well as an additional ticket for each book 
review and other accomplishments. Info: 
914 232 5717,www.somerslibrary.org,, 
www.twitter.com/Somers_Library or 

www.facebook.com/Somers_Library
pounD program: POUNDTM Fit-

ness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
are available. The program is being pro-
vided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097. 

Somers library programs: Two sum-
mer programs are being offered at the 
Somers Library. The Summer Anime 
Club meets every Wednesdays from June 
28 through Aug. 16 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
Join us for a chance to watch anime from 
Crunchyroll with your friends. Our pro-
grams are funded by the Friends of the 
Somers Library through your donations. 
The library’s Summer Teen/Tween Poké-
mon Club meets on June 30, July 14 and 
28 and Aug. 11. Join us to meet, discuss 
and battle your friends using your Nin-
tendo 3DS (or even using your cards).   
This program is for teens/tweens enter-
ing grades five and up.  The library will 
supply snacks. Register online at www.
somerslibrary.org or call 914-232-5717.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 

Info:  914 -739-0500 or www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Dealing With loss: Support Connec-
tion, Inc. announces a program for men 
who have lost a spouse or partner to 
breast, ovarian or gynecological cancer. 
“Men’s Night Out: For Men Living with 
Loss” will be offered from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
a casual restaurant in Yorktown Heights. 
To learn more or to pre-register, which 
is required, call Support Connection at 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Rummage Sale: The Sisterhood of 
Temple Israel of Northern Westches-
ter at 31 Glengary Road in Croton on 
Hudson is having a Rummage Sale. The 
sale is Wed, July 19 9:30 a.m. – 8 p.m., 
Thurs. July 20 9:30-5, Fri. July 21 9:30-
3and Sunday, July 23 9:30-1, Bag Day. 
For information and directions, please 
call 914-271-4705.

Thursday, July 20
Swim lessons:  Swimming lessons are 

being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Cam-
pus Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are 
held on Thursdays and Saturdays. The 
session dates are: May 19 through July 9. 
Info: 914-737-4909.

hospital programs: Several programs 
have been scheduled for the coming 
days at New York-Presbyterian Hudson 
Valley Hospital, 1980 Crompond Rd. 
Cortlandt. The “Lunch and Learn” lec-
ture Understanding Osteoarthritis will 
be held on July 20 from noon to 1 p.m. 
A complimentary light lunch will be 
served. Though there is no charge, seat-
ing will be limited. Registration: call 914-
734-3159. Cooking From the Garden 
will be held on July 21 from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The fee is $15. Registration:  
call 914-734-3780 or e-mail teaching-
kitchen@hvhc.org.

Fringed Flip Flops:  Teens and tweens 
will have the opportunity to create 
fringed flip flops from 4 to 5:30 pm. at 
the Somers Library.  Join us to decorate 
a pair of flip flops. Please bring a pair 
of new flip flops.  You will also receive 
a small bag to take home your new flip 
flops. Plus, you can pick out a free teen 
book to take home. Please register on our 
online events calendar at www.somersli-
brary.org or call the library at 913-232-
5717. Our programs are funded by the 
Friends of the Somers Library through 
your donations. 

nick’s animal adventures: The Field 
Library invites children and families to 
Nature Nick’s Animal Adventures, a free 
Library Live show slated for 6:30 p.m. 
Nature Nick’s fun, fast-paced and origi-
nally scripted show features unusual ex-
otic animals, including a live kangaroo 
and monkey. Library Live is sponsored 

in part by The Rotary Club of Peekskill. 
The Field Library is located at 4 Nelson 
Ave., Peekskill. For more information, 
call the library at 914-737-0847 or check 
the Frog Blog at www.fieldkids.word-
press.com.

Support connection program: Sup-
port Connection announces the next 
session of their free monthly program 
“Canasta, Coffee and Camaraderie,” will 
take place from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Support Connection office in Yorktown 
Heights.  It is open to people living with 
breast, ovarian and gynecological can-
cers.  To learn more or to preregister, 
which is required, call 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290.

Friday, July 21
coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our 
adult coloring book club at the Somers 
Library Meetings will be held in the con-
ference room every Friday from 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Relax, color, and socialize 
for free. Materials are provided or you 
may bring your own color pencils and 
coloring books. Registration is not re-
quired. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second-floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 7:30 p.m. 
during the summer.  Our modern Sab-
bath service has a spiritually engaging 
and warm feeling while following tra-
ditional modes.  All are welcome to our 
friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am is 
located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi 
at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rab-
biw@optonline.net   

Jewish center Services: At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd., Friday night Sabbath services are 
held at 8 p.m. And Sabbath services on 
Saturdays will be held at 9:15 a.m. on 
most Saturdays. After the services Rabbi 
Sternstein conducts a learning session 
based on the Torah portion of the week.  
Light refreshments are served and every-
one is invited to join us as we share in 
the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org

Play Reading Series: Westchester Col-
laborative Theater continues its 2017 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Play Reading Series this weekend with 
PRS2: July Reading of One Act Plays 
directed by New York University Tisch 
School of the Arts Professor Nathan 
Flower, known for his work Off Broad-
way and abroad and for his teaching at 
various actor studios in Manhattan. The 
four plays, a blend of insightful drama 
and engaging comedy, were developed 
through WCT’s lab workshop process.  
The production runs on July 21 and 22 
at 8 p.m. with matinees on Saturday at 
2 p.m. and Sunday, July 23 at 3 p.m.  at 
WCT’s new black box space at 23 Water 
St. Ossining. The Sunday performance 
will be followed by a talk-back.  Because 
seating is limited advanced ticked pur-
chase is suggested.  General admission 
tickets are $15, with discounts available 
for WCT members, seniors, students and 
groups of five or more.  Purchase tickets 
online at wctheater.org. 

Saturday, July 22
putnam valley Shabbat Service:  

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition?   Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situated 
on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our inclu-
sive, community-lead services start at 

9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held in 
Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfort-
able atmosphere where participation is 
appreciated and afterwards stay for our 
delicious Kiddush lunch. Services are 
free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services.  
The synagogue is located at140 Lake 
Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more infor-
mation call 845-528-2305.

yorktown Shabbat Morning Serv-
ices: Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old 
Yorktown Rd., holds services on Satur-
day mornings. They are easy-to-follow 
services with Hebrew/English prayer 
books, a friendly environment and no af-
filiation is necessary. Kiddush luncheon 
follows the services. Services begin at 10 
a.m.  For more information visit www.
ChabadYorktown.com.

ossining Farmers Market: The Os-
sining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is now being held outdoors on Spring 
and Market Streets. Customers old and 
new will find delicious produce, pasture-
raised meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, 
baked goods, and much more. For a full 
list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

 Sunday, July 23

art Exhibits:  A series of exhibits are 
being held at the Hudson Valley Center 
for Contemporary Art, 1701 Main St., 
Peekskill. “Between I & Thou,” is on 
display through Dec. 17. Peter Bynum’s 
“Illumination of the Sacred Forms: Di-
vine Light Mission and Sanctuary” is 
running through Dec. 17. “Elisa Pritz-
ker: Selknam: Spirit, Ceremony, Selves” 
is on view through Sept. 17. “I’s Closed, 
I’s Opened” by Mark Berghash will run 
through Aug. 30.”Liquid Memories” by 
Jinsu Han will be held through Aug. 30 
Info:  914-788-0100, www.hvcca.org or 
Facebook.

Muscoot Farmers Market:  More 
than 20 vendors will offer fresh produce 
and local food products every Sunday 
through October at Muscoot Farm, lo-
cated off Route 100 in Somers.  Info:  
914-864-7282 or parks.westchestergov.
com.

healing yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010.

monday, July 24
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from  9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 

classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Retirees Meeting: The Association of 
BellTel Retirees will host a meeting at 
the Brewster Elks Lodge located at 1430 
Route 22 (and Milltown Road) in Brews-
ter at 10:30 a.m.  Members of the board 
of directors will provide updates on is-
sues impacting retirees. If you missed 
the big Tarrytown meeting in 2016 this is 
now right in your own backyard. R.S.V.P. 
– jackcohen856@gmail.com or 914-245-
3129.

Downsizing or 
Settling an 

Estate in 
Westchester?^

SELL EVERYTHING 
IN JUST 2 WEEKS

914-502-3083 
MaxSold.com/Examiner

Local expert help in Westchester to sell everything!
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ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Summer Projects

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Summer Savings!

Summer’s Here!

We’ll help you save money on your cooling bills

WC. Lic. #10415H99 • P.C. Lic. #1817 
YNK 307 • H-12519-07-23-00

Licensed, insured and bonded! • Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Now is the time 
to beat the Cold

Our service 
Contract is pure 

“Gold”!
Call now for a 

great deal on our 
Gold Service 

Contract:
•Tune-up of the 
 heating system
•Clean boiler or 
 furnace, smoke pipe   
 and chimney base
•Covers you 24/7  all year

Some years ago, I wrote a piece with this 
same title and, since that time, my wife has 
purchased two new vacuums. Having tried 
them both only once (I’m not a big vacuum 
guy) the crude expression “it sucks” still 
conveys my sentiments about this house-
hold item.

Funny, but after I wrote that 
first article, a woman called 
me and asked if I were aware of 
where that term originated, and 
I assured her I was, and followed 
up by saying that if there is any 
consumer product about which 
we could appropriately use it, it 
should be the vacuum cleaner, 
based on my personal experience.

Despite manufacturers’ claims 
for different brands and models 
that my wife and I have collected 
during our home cleaning history, 
we have never found a vacuum 
cleaner that really performs the job as 
promised. Maybe we expect too much.

When I was a neophyte on Madison 
Avenue, everyone in my agency was aston-
ished when we read that the Swedish com-
pany Electolux introduced its vacuums 
to the United Kingdom with the slogan, 
“Nothing Sucks Like an Electrolux.” We 
couldn’t know whether it was an innocent, 
blunder in rhyme or if the company in-
tended the word’s more common reference 

to gain attention. But the slogan was soon 
changed to “Thinking of You,” which I sup-
pose is a good supporting sentiment to the 
first slogan.

Maybe my wife and I are just cursed with 
bad luck in selecting and caring for our 

vacuums, as witnessed by my los-
ing our first purchase by leaving 
it the elevator of our apartment 
house the day we moved in.

And since losing that first one, 
the search was on, always for a 
model that would have greater 
sucking power than the last. An-
other reason that we bought so 
many different vacuums is that it 
was always a question of whether 
we wanted the convenience of a 
small canister model that moved 
about with ease, but has lackluster 
suction, or the sturdy, very heavy 
upright model that seems to carry 

more authority in sucking dirt from carpet-
ing. So, we kept switching back and forth.

Since the advent of QVC, my wife has 
purchased and returned no less than three 
different vacuums, including one of Oprah 
Winfrey’s “favorite things” that promised it 
could pick up a bowling ball with its suc-
tion, but we found it couldn’t pick up some 
confetti from New Year’s.  

The last model my wife returned was 
a Dyson, which has had a good reputa-

tion for a long time. But in her test run we 
found that, you guessed it, it didn’t suck. 
She re-packaged it skillfully as she does 
with countless other items that she returns 
to QVC. I suspect that the return of this 
large item will definitely get her “tagged” as 
a chronic recidivist.

You might think that somebody would 
have gotten the suction thing right by this 
time, considering how long the appliance 
has been around. 

The first vacuum cleaners invented in 
America in the 1860s were so large and 
cumbersome that they had to be operated 
manually by two people, one to operate 
the bellows to create suction and the other 
to move the mouthpiece over the floor. In 
1899, John Thurman of St. Louis invented a 
gasoline powered version which is consid-
ered the first motorized vacuum cleaner. 
A major technological leap came in 1901 
when Hubert Cecil Booth of London in-
vented the electric vacuum. It too was so 
large that its vacuum pump and motor 
were housed in a horse-drawn cart from 
which a long hose was extended into the 
best houses, including Queen Victoria’s.

Because vacuum cleaning was consid-
ered a great way to improve health and 
sanitation by sucking up tons of germ-lad-
en dust from public places like theaters and 
shops, the quest was on to invent smaller 
versions that could be more conveniently 

maneuvered in homes, and many inven-
tors jumped into the fray. 

By 1924 when Electrolux introduced the 
tank vacuum cleaner to the United States, 
its unique design became the standard 
of excellence and many other inventors 
improved upon the system. The latest ad-
vancement is the robotic Roomba, a small 
disc-shaped vacuum that cruises around a 
room using sensors to negotiate furniture 
and other items. I say, no thanks, I don’t 
want anything that sucks roaming around 
my house automatically with no human 
intervention. At other times, we definitely 
need help.  With our most recent upright 
model, my wife and I had to invite our 
adult daughter over to the house just to 
show us how to release the dust container 
(no longer a bag) for emptying. 

But hope springs eternal that someday, 
someone will invent the perfect vacuum 
cleaner that is small, easy to operate and ef-
fective with its sucking power.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real es-
tate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, 
and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. 
To engage the services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call (914) 
522-2076.

I Never Say “It Sucks” Except for My Vacuum Cleaner

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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acRoSS
1. Break down
4. Voice a grievance, for example
7. What’s what in Spain
8. Possibly the most unique 
named car wash in
America, Mahopac’s ___ ___, 
goes with 26
across
11. Land of the brave and free
12. Have some
13. Court figure, for short
14. Chameleon
15. Rolling in it
17. King, in Portugal
18. Ship, affectionately
21. Contaminating
26. See 8 across
27. ___ school
28. Irish airport
30. Stetson, e.g.
31. Use for support
32. Elect
33. Computer training center, 
for short
34. End-of-page abbreviation

DoWn
1. Pocohontas was one
2. The act of ejecting
3. Ringo or Paul
4. Very narrow, as shoes
5. Publicity
6. Corinne Bailey ___ Grammy 
nominee
8. Othello’s ensign
9. Alum
10. Greatest
12. Butter dab
16. Tedious enumeration
19. Rap genre
20. Captivated
22. Half of AD
23. Involved with
24. A Bobbsey twin
25. Threaten somehow
26. Disney founder
28. __ Lanka
29. Worked (up)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30

31 32

33 34

Across

1. Break down

4. Voice a grievance, for example

7. What's what in Spain

8. Possibly the most unique named car wash in 
America, Mahopac's ___ ___, goes with 26 
across

11. Land of the brave and free

12. Have some

13. Court figure, for short

14. Chameleon

15. Rolling in it

17. King, in Portugal

18. Ship, affectionately

21. Contaminating

26. See 8 across

27. ___ school

28. Irish airport

30. Stetson, e.g.

31. Use for support

32. Elect

33. Computer training center, for short

34. End-of-page abbreviation

Down

1. Pocohontas was one

2. The act of ejecting

3. Ringo or Paul

4. Very narrow, as shoes

5. Publicity

6. Corinne Bailey ___ Grammy nominee

8. Othello's ensign

9. Alum

10. Greatest

12. Butter dab

16. Tedious enumeration

19. Rap genre

20. Captivated

22. Half of AD

23. Involved with

24. A Bobbsey twin

25. Threaten somehow

26. Disney founder

28. __ Lanka

29. Worked (up)

Crossword

All rebates included. Must finance with GM financial to qualify for rebates.Lease is 10k per yr plus down payment, plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals: Terrain 3096/20055, Acadia 4536/24429 
Acadia LTD 12204/27767, Sierra 10746/26109, Canyon 6216/30767 and Yukon 29211/40281.Pictures for illustration purposes only. 0% in lieu of rebates. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 7/31/17.

w/$3998 down w/$3998 down

w/$3998 downw/$3498 down

w/$3998 down

w/$3998 down
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Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

68 Old Route 6 • Carmel NY 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Bogey 

A house is not a home 
without a Beagle!  

Richard Salisbury - 
Licensed Associate Broker

Commissions 
as Low as 2%

Resident of Yorktown
28 years of experience 

as a licensed real estate salesperson
Give me 10 minutes and I will explain 
to you how I can save you thousands of 

dollars when you list your home with me.
No obligation • Call Direct

914-299-8804
Keystone Realty USA

384 Larkfield Road, Suite 6
East Northport, NY 11731
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Equipment Auction: Taylor, PA, Live/
webcast 7/13/2017. Dump Trucks, Hydro-
mobiles, Telescopic Forklifts, Trucks, 
Trailer. Visit cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
AU0023L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 

Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOMES FOR SALE
CORTLANDT MANOR $640,000 20 
Conklin Avenue OPEN HOUSE 7/22 12 
– 2 PM New 4 BR/2.5BA Colonial!  EIK, 
FDR, FPL, CAC, deck, walk out finished 
basement. Still time to customize!  Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage, Yor-
ktown 914-245-3400

 LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
GAL VOYAGE INTERNATIONAL, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
4/7/17. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Terry Mansfield and Victoria Mans-
field, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Ossin-
ing, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office 

loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 731 Saw Mill 
River Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION Notice 
is hereby given that a license number 
1301628 for an On Premises Liquor Li-
cense has been applied for by Kisco Kitch-
en LLC. under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law for premises located at 441 
Main Street. Mt. Kisco, New York 10549, 
County of Westchester for on-premises 
consumption.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING The 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 24, 2017, 8:00pm prevailing 
time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
NY to hear comments as it pertains to a 
Local Law Amending Chapter 173 Ve-
hicles & Traffic, Section 173-64, Sched-
ule XVI, entitled “No Stopping Certain 

continued on next page

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail  

classifieds@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline is Thursdays  

at 5pm for the next week’s  publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Hours”, Ashland Avenue as follows: ADD:
Section 173-64, Schedule VXI “No Stop-
ping Ashland Avenue East and West 
7:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Fri-
day, except July and August 75 feet north 
and south of the inter-section with the 
“school access driveway”-Judith Wein-
traub Village Clerk, Village of Pleasant-
ville, Westchester County, New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 

upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  
Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

REAL ESTATE
WATERFRONT CABIN SITE 5 AC 
- $79,900 Tiny unspoiled lake, private 
woodlands, Utils. Stunning upstate NY 
location! Terms avail . 888-479-3394

HUDSON VALLEY LAND BARGAINS 
5 TO 50 ACRES FROM $49,900! 20 mins 
from Albany, 2 hrs GW Bridge! Woods, 
stonewalls, privacy! Terms! 888-905-8847
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

RECRUITMENT
RESTAURANT STAFF NEEDED. Assis-
tant manager $1000 week, Kitchen Help-
ers $12-$18 per hour.  Full time/nights/
weekends (Avg 40hrs per week) 914-738-
1413 edooffice2017@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 071817

This month’s offering from The Ossin-
ing Documentary and Discussion Series 
(ODDS) is 13th, an Academy Award-
nominated film about slavery being out-
lawed in the US Constitution except “as 
punishment for a crime.” The free screen-
ing will take place on July 20 at the Ossin-
ing Public Library. Seating begins at 6:15 
p.m. and all our welcome. A panel discus-
sion will follow with three dynamic in-
dividuals with personal and professional 
expertise on the African-American expe-
rience of the criminal justice system.

DuVernay lays out the progression 
from Emancipation to mass incarcera-
tion with bracing lucidity, presenting a 
potent mixture of archival footage and 
testimony from a dazzling array of activ-
ists, politicians, historians, and formerly 
incarcerated women and men. 

America has more people in prison, in 
absolute numbers and per-capita, than 
any country on earth. African Ameri-
cans are incarcerated at nearly six times 
the rate of whites. The film tells the story 
of the preservation of slavery’s essence – 
in the present through the increasingly 
for-profit prison industry, and in the past 
through the long history of various tech-
niques for criminalizing black lives and 
obtaining their forced labor.

Ava DuVerney’s feature film Selma 

received a nomination for an Academy 
Award for Best Picture. She is number 6 
on Fortune’s list of the world’s 50 greatest 
leaders.

As always, there will be a panel discus-
sion after the film. Every month panelists 
with some expertise in the subject of 
each film generously volunteer to help 
shed light on the issues raised. Audience 
members are encouraged to respond 

honestly and ask their questions.
The Ossining Documentary and Dis-

cussion Series is organized by a commit-
tee of volunteers committed to bringing 
their “community together one film at 
a time.” July’s will be the group’s 48th 
screening. The public is invited to visit 
OssiningDocumentaries.org to learn 
about upcoming films on a wide variety 
of other topics. Screenings are always 

free and all are welcome.
The panelists for 13th will be:
Rev. Dr. Darren Ferguson is a Pastor, 

teacher, singer, motivational speaker, 
and social activist who spent nine years 
in prison.

 Kahlil Koromantee is an author, life 
coach, and advisor to youth of African 
descent. Among many books he wrote 
Prison Bizness - Why Are So Many Black 
Men in Jail? and Teaching the Young, 
Gifted and Incarcerated. He was born 
in Brooklyn, grew up in France, and was 
raised in Montreal.

Shannon Wong is the director of the 
Lower Hudson Valley Chapter of the 
New York Civil Liberties Union. As an 
Orange County legislator, where she led 
campaigns to stop the expansion of as-
set forfeiture and to limit the shackling 
of pregnant women in jail.

The Series is supported by its Grand 
Sponsors, SBS Printing and Shipping, 
Matthew and Cinthia Gullotta, and 
Down to Earth Markets, who manage 
Ossining’s Farmers’ Market. Friends of 
the Series and Screening Sponsors are 
acknowledged at the screenings and on 
the ODDS website. Partners and affiliates 
include Green Ossining, the Ossining 
Public Library, the Ossining Arts Coun-
cil, and Energize NY.

Rev. Dr. Darren Ferguson will be one of  the panelists on July 20.

Ossining Documentary and Discussion Series to Host Free Screening July 20
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RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Somers OF/C Brian Lieberman (L) is caught in a pickle and run-down by Putnam Valley C Matt Caravone in the visiting Red Storm’s 7-6 come-from-behind win over the Pride in GHVBL 14U action last Saturday at 
Union Field in PV.

Somers Survives 7-6 
Come-From-Behind Win over Put Valley

Pickle Brian
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Boys’ Lax NotebookSports

Somers Nips 
Put Valley, 7-6, 
in 14U GHVBL 
Come-From-
Behind Win

Put Valley P Ethan Mournier fires pitch in Pride’s 7-6 
loss to Somers in 14U GHVBL action Saturday at Union 
Field in Putnam Valley.

C.A.L.L. 11U Team  
Steamrolls to D-33 Title

CALL-Stars Still at Large in  
NYS Sectional Tournament

The Cortlandt American Little League 11U team steamrolled through District 33 en route to 
the title, going undefeated and outscoring its opponents a combined 60-3! The team is batting 
well over .500 and there isn’t an easy out on the 12-man roster, which consists of:Jordan 
Campbell, Tony Humphrey, Anthony DeCesare, Alex Enea, Travis Carlucci, Jackson DiLorenzo, 
Andrew Disanto, Nicky Caputo, Randy Wiesner, Ryan Taffner, Nick Tetro, Michael Scozzafava 
and Coaches: John Scozzafava, Mike Enea and Tom DiLorenzo. Next up for the 11U CALL-Stars 
is a double-elimination sectional tournament, which starts Wed. 7/19 against the D19 winner 
(Rockland). The team expects to face much stiffer competition but if  the pitching and defense 
remains strong, the team has more than enough offensive firepower to make a deep run.

Members of  the Cortlandt American 12U team pose with District 33 championship banner prior to NYS 
Sectional tournament.section opener, which they won 9-3 over Haverstraw on Saturday. The CALL-Stars 
lost their second game on Sunday against Monroe-Woodbury, 14-11, but remained very much alive in the 
tourney in the loser’s bracket where it was to play Monday in a rematch with Haverstraw, who they rallied 
to beat. After falling behind early 2-0 the CALL bats went to work. Six CALL players had multi-hit games, 
including Andrew Chisholm, Sammy Stafura, Aidan Cohall, Gavin Carlucci, Justin Ramos and Joey Malaspina. 
Cohall got a 3rd inning rally going with a 3-run bomb to put CALL ahead 3-2 and that was followed by a 
solo blast from Danny Witters and Sammy Stafura chipped in with a long ball of  his own. That was enough 
offense for Aidan Cohall as he was dominant on the mound again for CALL. Against Monroe-Woodbury, there 
were a combined 14 homers in the game with CALL mashing eight of  them, but it wasn’t enough to offset 
MW’s six jacks.  The power surge was led by Joey Malaspina as he went 3-3 with three yard bombs. Cohall 
and Stafura chipped in with two dingers each and Witters hit one as well going back-to-back with Cohall for 
a second straight game.

Put Valley 2B Joey Maloney rips single in Pride’s 
7-6 loss to visiting Somers in GHVBLA 14U action 
last Saturday.

Somers P Cole Berger delivers in Red Storm’s 7-6 
win over host Putnam Valley in GHVBL 14U action last 
Saturday.

(Top) Somers’ Zach 
Soto chugs for 3B in 
Red Storm’s 7-6 win 
over host Put Valley 
in 14U GHVBL action 
Saturday.

Somers’ Brian Lieberman swipes 2B ahead of  tag attempt by Put Valley 
SS Gabe Astrologo in Red Storm’s 7-6 win over PV Pride last Saturday.
ction.

Somers C Jack Sammel slaps bare-handed tag on Put 
Valley’s Matt Borchick in Red Storm’s 7-6 come-from-
behind win over PV Pride.



Okay, so, yeah, I like 
to put the cart before 
the horse more than 
most local scribes do. 
Pigskin speculation 
and conjecture is in my 
nature, so for all of us 
who are annoyed that 
Yorktown and Somers 
won’t square off on 
the gridiron in the 
regular season, you 
can probably bank on a 

post-season matchup of some kind.
If the cream rises to the top, as “they” 

say it does, Coach Tony DeMatteo’s 
defending NYS champion Tuskers and 
Coach Mike Rescigno’s Huskers, the 
2016 Section 1 runner-ups to Somers, 
will figure out a way to survive and 
advance their way to the Section 1 Class 
A semifinals (worst-case scenario) or the 
2017 Class A championship for a rematch 
of epic proportions.

You’ll recall the hype surrounding last 

year’s game; when No.2 Somers vs. No.1 
Yorktown was supposed to be the game 
of the century: Only Yorktown was sub-
par that night and Somers pranced about 
untouched in a 42-6 rout of the Huskers 
before winning the program’s lone NYS 
championship some three weeks later at 
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse. Yorktown 
has had to live with that 
setback for just under 
300 days now, and the 
anguish is still very 
much evident.

It’s “Dome or Die 
Trying” for both the 
Tuskers and the Huskers 
as we enter the 2017 
campaign about seven weeks from now, 
and there’s a bunch of student athletes I 
can’t wait to check out; two skill players in 
particular, and two monster lineman.

Yorktown senior RB/LB Brett Makar 
and Somers senior FB/MLB Antonio 
Vieira are not only among the finest 
players in Class A or Section 1, but you 
can throw in the rest of the state, too, and 
Somers OL/DL Nick Gargiulo (6’5”, 275) 
and Tusker TE/DE Jack Gilroy (6’3”, 220) 
are among the best in the trenches in the 
state.

Somers has lost a ton to graduation, 
including two of the best players in 
Section 1 history in co-NYS Player of the 
Year Matt Pires and All-NYS RB Messiah 
Horne. Coach DeMatteo, just 30 wins shy 
of becoming the all-time wins leader in 
state history, won’t try to replace either 
of them with just one guy. In fact, Somers 
will resort to its old ways, with a “Next 
Man Up” mentality a and stable full of 
competent components hell-bent on 
repeating.

“We're all excited,” said Yale-bound 
senior Gargiulo. “We have a great core 
group of guys returning. Our senior class 
is a tight group of hard working, tough, 
dedicated kids. The way we are attacking 
this upcoming year is "Next Man Up". We 
have a couple big scrimmages 
with New Rochelle coming up 
in early August, which will give 
us an early preseason "test". 
Right now, we're not focusing 
on our ultimate goal of a state 
title; rather we are focused on 
continually making our team 
better.”

Truth be told, while the 
Tuskers may hit fewer home 
runs this season without the 
long-ball services of Horne and 
Pires, they will still crush it at the 
end, doing so with sustenance 
over quick hitters.

Yorktown, on the other hand, 
will hunker down on Makar. 
The former two-time NYS 
champion Huskers (1993-
94) will lay the load on their 

bruising halfback, who carries a fullback’s 
load, as they embark on their first 
sectional title since 1998. They may not 
be dwelling on last season, but it’s in the 
back of the Huskers’ heads.

“Every year around this time the buzz 
of football season gets larger and larger 
as each week passes,” said Makar, the 

Maryland-bound lax All-
American with 20-TD 
and 1,000-yard potential. 
“Everyone on our roster is 
looking forward to getting 
started; as is everyone else 
in Section 1, I'm sure. With 
this being my senior year, 
I'm going to soak up every 

second possible with my teammates. 
Section 1 football remains one of the 
toughest sections in New York State, so 
with every day our team is together in the 
coming months we're going to be focused 
on getting better, so that we can compete 
and win games against some great teams. 
We’re fired up for the season to start, 
ready to get back to work and be where 
we want to be.”

There’s only room for one at the top, and 
this season we won’t get a regular-season 
determination since the schedule makers 
removed their originally-scheduled game 
in the interest of competitive balance, 
so guys like me, and the better part of 
Northern Westchester can only hope we 
get two great teams, two great seasons and 
one great game in the end…

APOLOGIES to Walter Panas 
volleyball All-American Yvette Burcescu 
for being left off the list of candidates for 
NWE-Putnam Athlete of the Year. Clearly, 
Burcescu, a two-time All-American and 
finest volleyball player in Panas history, 
belonged in last week’s print version (it 
was fixed on-line), but this scribe was 
vacationing on LBI and clearly had more 
than just his feet in the sand. In fact, the 
incoming senior is the top candidate for 
the honor in 2018.
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At 6-6 and 275 pounds, recent Yale-bound 
commit Nick Gargiulo is something to behold.
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McKay 
Debuts for 
Renegades

Brendan McKay, the fourth pick in this year’s 
baseball draft, made his debut with the Hudson 
Valley Renegades Sunday as the DH and had 
a rough start, grounding into a double play, 
fouling out to third and striking out in his 
final two plate appearances. Hudson Valley 
(9-16), which has also had a rough start in 
the NY-Penn League standings, lost 5-2 to the 
Mahoning Valley Scrappers and hopes McKay 
can jump start what has been a struggling 
lineup. 

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO

NYS Champ Somers, Section 1 Runner-Up Yorktown Set to Reload

Direct 
Rays

If  you don’t know Somers TE-DE Jack Gilroy yet, you 
will by fall’s end #Player to Watch.

Somers FB-MLB Antonio Vierra will be a ferocious player to 
watch this fall.

Yorktown senior Brett Makar will be among the 
finest two-way players in NYS this season, if  he 
weren’t already.
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John P. Kincart, Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.879.5211
36 Watergate Drive, Amawalk

WEB# NS1408002  |   $850,000

Barbara J. Nicotra-Burroni, Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile  914.960.1272
22 Jack Road, Cortlandt Manor

WEB# NS1415050  |   $849,900

John P. Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.384.3385
105 Sunnyside Avenue
Pleasantville

WEB# NS1409169  |  $750,000

Kathleen O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.473.6184
90 Wellington Court
Yorktown Heights

SOLD

Annette Cicinelli
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile  914.755.5900
76 Oakland Avenue
Harrison

WEB# NS1412566  |  $649,000

Leon (Lee) Madoian
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.671.8943
1495 Pine Brook Court
Yorktown Heights

WEB# NS1408407  |  $599,999

Diane Ryan
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.645.9423
2323 Depeyster Drive
Cortlandt Manor

WEB# NS1405417  |  $599,000

John P. Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.384.3385
2930 Birch Street
Yorktown Heights

WEB# NS1412867  |  $589,000

Kathleen O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.473.6184
37 Shady Brook Lane
Cortlandt Manor

WEB# NS1410107  |  $519,900

Kathleen O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.473.6184
34 Edgewood Road
Cortlandt Manor

IN CONTRACT

John P. Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.384.3385
3863 Barger Street
Shrub Oak

WEB# NS1405007  |  $479,000

John P. Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.384.3385
930 Holyoke Road
Yorktown Heights

WEB# NS1412866  |  $429,000

Kathleen O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.473.6184
3325 Curry Street
Yorktown Heights

SOLD

John P. Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

Mobile  914.384.3385
71 Mitchell Road
Somers

WEB# NS1399505  |  $389,000
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Local inventory is low. Contact the #� Brokerage in Yorktown and  
learn why now is the perfect time to list your home.

YORKTOWN BROKERAGE  914.962.4900  |  703 EAST MAIN STREET (ROUTE 6 & 6N), JEFFERSON VALLEY  |  HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

The Northern Westchester Examiner24      




