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By Rick Pezzullo
In recent years, the Town of Yorktown 

has been in the forefront of trying to 
combat the growing epidemic of heroin 
and opioid abuse and is now taking two 
more steps to help in its fight.

Town officials announced last week 
outside the Yorktown Police Depart-
ment that the police will be getting a 
four-legged friend specifically trained to 
detect drugs. Police Chief Robert Noble 
said the department has been without a 
canine weapon for the last several years 
and will be the lone local force in the re-
gion to have a dog with its skillset.

“One of my goals as chief was to bring 
the canine program back to Yorktown,” 

said Noble, who was appointed chief ear-
lier this year. “We are very proud to bring 
this to our community. To dealers, we’re 
out there and we’re looking forward to 
locking you up.”

The two-year-old black lab, currently 
named “Ditto” but expected to be re-
named, is in North Carolina and will 
likely travel to Yorktown in August af-
ter a four-week training session with 
Yorktown Police Officer Thomas Beyrer. 
The K9 cost $12,600 and was able to be 
secured through donations from local 
businesses and individuals.

“This is a community coming together,” 
said Councilman Thomas Diana, chair-

Bring this ad and we will waive your $99 enrollment fee!
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Yorktown to Add Narcotics Sniffing Dog, Drug Court

By David Propper
The former treasurer of the Mahopac 

Volunteer Fire Department, who stole a 
stunning $5.7 million from the fire com-
pany, was sentenced to more than six 
years in prison last week in federal court.

Former Mahopac resident Michael 
Klein, who pulled off the biggest theft 
of a fire department in New York State 
history, will spend the next six years and 
five months behind bars and was also 
ordered to pay back the $5.7 million he 
stole. Klein plead guilty in March to sev-
eral charges, including wire fraud, sub-
scription to false tax returns, obstruction 
of the grand jury, and false statements, all 
a result of his massive embezzlement.

Klein, who now lives in Florida, is li-
able to pay $1 million to the fire depart-
ment’s insurance company and the rest 

to the department.
The sentencing was handed down by 

United States District Judge Cathy Siebel 
in an overflow courtroom in White 
Plains last Wednesday. Dozens of Ma-
hopac volunteer fire members were on 
hand in their dress blues, as well as sev-
eral family member and friends of Klein. 
Klein must report to a prison to be deter-
mined on August 2. 

Siebel, in a long and stinging statement 
before she handed down the sentence, 
said Klein’s actions were “disgraceful” 
and said he appeared to be living a “dou-
ble life.”

She said Klein “lost track of right 
and wrong” and called the crime “mind 
blowing.” She stressed he committed 

Ex-Mahopac FD Treasurer 
Sentenced to Six Years in Prison

Continued on page 12
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They Did It!
Seniors from Lakeland High School show off their well earned diplomas Saturday at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains. For other photos and list of all the graduates from seven area high 
schools, see special 16-page graduation section inside.

“Ditto” will soon be a member of  the Yorktown Police Department.

Continued on page 5
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his crime 275 different times by writing 
checks to himself and his company and 
keeping a false set of books to show the 
fire department auditors. 

With the millions Klein stole, he 
bought three boats, including a 55-foot 
Neptunus motor yacht, a second home 
in Florida, two cars, and an antique fire 
truck. He also went on vacations and 
bought jewelry with his ill-gotten funds. 
Additionally, Klein used the money from 
the fire department to support his two 
struggling businesses, including Buck-
shollow Emergency Equipment Corp. 
formerly located in Putnam Valley. 

Siebel also noted Klein displayed dis-
turbing behavior after his crimes were 
revealed by selling off assets he originally 
bought with the stolen money and giving 
$60,000 in cash to his mother, which he 
claimed was to pay her back for college 
expenses from more than two decades 
ago.

“He just decided he didn’t want to live 
modestly,” Siebel said. 

Following court, members of the Ma-
hopac fire company declined comment. 
In a statement on their Facebook page, 
the department said no words could ex-
press its feelings. 

“We will continue as we have; serving 
the greatest town with pride and honor,” 

the statement read. “We are the Mahopac 
Volunteer Fire Department and no one 
will ever take that from us.”

At times, emotions in the courtroom 
ran high, with Klein speaking on behalf 
of himself and several Mahopac firefight-
ers demanding their former friend get 
the maximum sentence. (If hit with the 
maximum, Klein could have gotten 20 
years in prison.)

At one point, Klein turned and faced 
members of the fire company and said 
his actions were inexcusable. He said a 
short-term pursuit became a crime he 
couldn’t stop committing. He said he’s 
now an “outcast and I deserve it.”

“Greed got the best of me,” Klein said. 

After court, Klein rushed away with 
his wife and a friend from the courthouse 
as members of the press chased after him 
for comment. Standing on a street corner 
waiting for a stoplight to change, Klein 
ducked behind his wife as photos and 
video were taken of him.

Five representatives of the fire depart-
ment spoke and didn’t mince words when 
addressing the court. They said they were 
betrayed by Klein, a man they trusted 
whose smile ended up being more like a 
slick smirk. The damage he caused goes 
further than the stolen funds, members 
said.

Chairman of the Board of Fire Com-
missioners Edward Scott said the de-

partment’s reputation was shattered 
when Klein’s misdeeds were discovered. 
He noted a small donation came in last 
month with a note attached that read, 
“hope nobody steals this.”

Past department president and ex-
captain David Cariddo said members of 
the volunteer department would never 
forgive Klein, and Gabriel Rivera, past 
president and ex-captain, said Klein cal-
culated his every move to hoodwink the 
department. Klein and Rivera were close 
friends before his crimes were revealed.

“You embraced us with one arm and 
stole our wallet and our trust with the 
other,” Rivera said.

In an interview after the sentencing, 
Carmel Supervisor Kenny Schmitt also 
slammed Klein, calling his theft sinister 
and one that required him to constant-
ly lie to his former brothers and sisters 
in the fire department. Schmitt, a life 
member of the fire department, said he 
thought the sentence Klein got was too 
light. He doubted whether Klein would 
even do the full prison sentence. 

Over the last three budget cycles, the 
town board has given the Mahopac de-
partment $500,000 less since the theft 
became public.

Schmitt pointed out the devastation he 
caused goes “well beyond the embezzled 
money.”

PHOTO CREDIT DAVID PROPPER
Michael Klein dodges reporters on street.

2         

Q: If I have chronic back pain, will I need surgery? 
A: Not necessarily. There are plenty of effective 
non-surgical solutions for back pain, and over 80 
percent of people with back pain respond to non-
invasive treatment. When you first see a medical 
provider – whether it’s your primary care provider, a 
chiropractor, a physiatrist, or an orthopedist – you’ll 
undergo a thorough examination. For most patients, 
a care provider will recommend over-the-counter 
anti-inflammatory medicines (naproxen, ibuprofen), 
a program of stretching and exercise, and perhaps 
modalities such as heat massage, muscle stimulation, 
and physical therapy. 

Q: What if my back still feels lousy after 
a week or two?    
A: For the one in five patients who don’t respond to 
non-invasive treatments, a medical care provider may 
recommend an MRI or a CAT scan to determine whether 
a disc – the rubbery cushioning between the vertebral 
bones of the spine –  is pressing on a nerve in the spinal 
cord. If the imaging doesn’t reveal any problems, you may 
get a prescription for stronger anti-inflammatory drugs 
or pain killers. For some patients, an epidural injection of 
steroids may help calm inflammation that’s triggering pain. 

Q: What if I have disc problems and 
my pain won’t go away? 
A: When there is a lot of arthritis in the spine, a patient’s 
mobility is already limited and fusing the vertebrae is 
often the best choice. However, if the spine is relatively 
healthy, an artificial disc will help preserve natural 
motion and prevent deterioration of adjacent discs, 
compared to fusion. The artificial disc is made of a 
soft plastic center placed between metal alloy plates. 

Q: What is recovery like for this procedure?
A: New, minimally invasive techniques, limit damage 
to surrounding muscles and nerves, and as a result, 
patients recover much faster. The surgery can be done 
on an outpatient basis and risks are minimal. After 
a week or two of soreness, patients begin physical 
therapy and many are back to normal activities in less 
than six weeks. I remember a disc replacement patient 
who came in for her follow up 10 days after surgery. 
Her sciatica was completely gone and she was able to 
stop taking pain medications. Every patient is different, 
of course, but the vast majority of patients experience 
significant improvements post-surgery.

Do You Have Back Pain?
Treatment has come a long way: 
Here’s what you need to know…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Ezriel Kornel, MD, FACS
Director, Neurosciences
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Kornel, visit 
nwhorthoandspine.org/
DrKornel

Mahopac fire officials leave courthouse in White 
Plains. 

Ex-Mahopac FD Treasurer Sentenced to Six Years in Prison
Continued from page 1
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F O U R T H  O F  J U L Y  S A L E OPEN 
TUESDAY, 

JULY 4
9AM-5PM

1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill •914-737-8375
ATM

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com • Growlers Also Available

Prices Good Through  7/4/17• Prices Before Tax & Deposit

$2299
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$799
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All Types
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All 12 Pk Bottles
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Congratulations  to All! from Councilman Vishnu Patel

Ben Franklin DARE  Student of the year with  
Principal Gagliardi.

West Point Middle School students. Hands on Science 
States of Matter and Superconductivity experiment 
and future materials challenges.

Eagle Scout Chris Chan. BSA Troop Eagle Project at 
the Veterans  Field DeVito Gazebo. Sponsored by Vish-
nu Patel Handicap ramp repair and Gazebo floor and 
railing sanded and painted. Eagle scout Chris Chan.
Family names: Dad: Ken Chan Mom: Cynthia Chan
Sister: Allison Chan Tom Brady mentor.

G. W. Elementary DARE Student of the year Award 
winner Alessio Scaldaferri with his proud dad and 
class teacher.

Eagle Scout Thomas E. Gmoser BSA Troop 174 and 
Girl Scouts Gold Award recipient Elizabeth Carly 
Gmoser GS Troop 27336 With their parents.

Yorktown High School students Digitized the Town of 
Yorktown Building Department’s paper records, saving 
money for the Yorktown taxpayers. Nolan Bunyaviro-
ch,Saketh Anand. Not pictured: Navin Rath,Greg Cali-
donna and Sidharth Anand

By Rick Pezzullo
A ribbon-cutting ceremony for a $6.5 

million redevelopment project at Charles 
Point Marina in Peekskill that includes a 
brewery and an entertainment complex 
was held June 20, officially kicking off the 
summer tourism season in Westchester.

Spins Hudson, located in the former 
Crystal Bay restaurant on Peekskill’s wa-
terfront, features a 40,000-square-foot 
entertainment center with a four-level 
aerial ropes course, two-story profes-
sional laser tag arena with sizeable top 
industry arcade and full-size bocce and 
shuffleboard courts. 

The project, which also has a large 
event space, is a joint effort by Diamond 
Properties co-owner William Diamond, 
Captain Lawrence Brewery founder 
Scott Vaccaro, and Peekskill restaurant 
owner Louis Lanza.

“This area is really growing and really 
moving the last three years,” said Peek-
skill Mayor Frank Catalina. “This is the 
largest private investment project that 
has come on line. $5 to $6 million in pri-
vate investment took a risk that Peekskill 
was for real. They are really going to turn 
this place around. We’re really enthusias-
tic about this.”

Hudson Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Deb Milone 
was one of many local dignitaries who 
welcomed the new business.

“This is going to be a great addition to 
Peekskill,” she said. “It’s going to provide 
great family entertainment.”

“Who needs the Jersey shore or Cape 
Cod? Everyone should stay home and 
enjoy all the amenities here,” said Cort-
landt Supervisor Linda Puglisi.

In June of last year, the state Senate 
and Assembly passed legislation that 
provided an exemption for Diamond 
Properties and Captain Lawrence Brew-
ery to operate a restaurant/brewery at 
another location. Diamond Properties 
currently runs several eateries with retail 
permits in Westchester, including one in 
Mount Kisco, while Captain Lawrence is 
headquartered in Elmsford.

The two proprietors are exempt from 
regulations dating back to prohibition 

under the state’s Alcoholic, Beverage and 
Control law that restricts ownership in-
terests between alcohol manufacturers, 
wholesalers and retailers.

“Spins Hudson is a welcome addition 
to this thriving community,” said Bill Dia-
mond. “We are thrilled to celebrate the 
completion of this project and look for-
ward to welcoming guests this summer 
and beyond. We know it’s going to be a 
terrific venue for the people of Peekskill.”

Entertainment Complex, Brewery Opens In Peekskill

(L-R:) Westchester County Director of  Tourism & Film Natasha Caputo; County Legislator John Testa; 
Business Council of  Westchester Executive VP and COO John Ravitz; Westchester County Director of  
Economic Development George Oros; Westchester County Executive Robert P. Astorino; Bill Diamond, 
Owner, Diamond Properties; Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina; Scott Vaccaro, Founder, Captain Lawrence 
Brewing Company; Peekskill Councilwoman Kathleen Talbot and Louie Lanza, Hudson Hospitality Group.
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By Rick Pezzullo
State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/

Yorktown) has sponsored legislation 
calling on the state to acquire  portions of 
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Veteran’s 
Affairs campus from the federal govern-
ment.

The bill was unanimously approved by 

the Senate on June 15 and was sent to the 
Assembly.

“The Montrose VA Hospital is sacred 
ground. For many of the veterans who 
have lived at the facility it is the only 
home they have known for many years,” 
Murphy said. “This legislation will au-
thorize the Commissioner of Health to 
acquire the portions of the site so they 
can be repurposed for increased medi-
cal services for veterans and other pro-
grams, such as job training, education, 
new skills development and services for 
our female veterans.”

Once known as Crugers Point Park, 

the land off Route 9A was optioned to 
the Veterans’ Administration by Westch-
ester County Executive Herbert Gerlach 
on February 13, 1945 for construction of 
the first veterans’ facility in the nation. 
The land was deeded for veterans’ serv-
ices and today also hosts the New York 
State Veteran’s Home at Montrose.

In recent years, many services at the 
facility have been moved to other loca-
tions and some buildings have fallen into 
disrepair. Local officials have also been 
fighting rumors of the land being sold for 
development by private investors.

“We cannot ask those who have given 

so much to all of us to travel long dis-
tances for these services just to construct 
luxury condominiums,” Murphy said. 
“This land should continue to be used for 
veteran’s services. We are the land of the 
free because of the brave and we should 
not be sacrificing the care of our local he-
roes so the federal government can make 
a profit on land development.”

Meanwhile, Murphy sponsored a sec-
ond bill called “New York’s Own Com-
bat Veterans Healthcare Choice Program 
Act,” which would create healthcare 
savings accounts for New York resident 
combat veterans.

Murphy Sponsors Legislation for State to Acquire VA

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 
selection of wines and spirits 

DELIVERED RIGHT 
TO YOUR DOOR...FOR FREE!

Simply place your order Online and select 
“Local Delivery Free” as your shipping option 

($100 minimum order). We are 
currently delivering to Yorktown Heights 

and the neighboring communities of 
Mt. Kisco, Katonah, Somers, Bedford Hills, 

Croton, Cortlandt, Ossining, 
Chappaqua, Millwood, Bedford and Peekskill. 
For full details and restrictions, please check our 

website-suburbanwines.com
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Vodka

Agustinos 
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Santi 
Pinot Grigio
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Reserva Malbec

Grey Goose 
Vodka

Dewars
Scotch
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$19.97
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Free Estimates • Free Inspections

518.789.4603 • 845.373-8309 
860.364.1498

Police 
Blotter

Yorktown Police

June 13 - 3:25 p.m. – Pablo Andrade, 
30, of New York City, was charged with 
grand larceny in the third degree, a class 
D felony, after being accused of stealing 
approximately $8,964 from Sears be-
tween March 11 and April 17 by com-
pleting fraudulent returns electronically 
to his personal bank account.

June 14 - 2:20 p.m. – Christopher Ca-
satelli, 43, of Mohegan Lake, was charged 
with driving with a suspended driver’s li-
cense and leaving the scene of a property 
damage auto accident after hitting a util-
ity pole on Central Street.

June 15 - 8:11 p.m. – Kevin Cepedezs, 
22, of Mohegan Lake, was charged with 
criminal mischief after allegedly inten-
tionally damaging a glass display rack at 
the Princess by Talia store in the Jefferson 
Valley Mall by grabbing it and smashing 
it to the ground.

June 18 - 3:21 a.m. – Victoria Loewe, 
51, of Austell, GA, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated after being stopped 
on Old Yorktown Road for failing to use 
the designated lane of travel and failing 
to keep right.

June 19 - 1:45 p.m. – Tsedai Shearer, 
26, of Carmel, was charged with driving 
with a revoked driver’s license follow-

Continued on page 14
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Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Our $99 Tune-up Special 
Can’t Be Beat!

Air Conditioning Start-ups, 
Repairs & Tune-ups

Licensed, insured and bonded! • Quality guaranteed!
845 628-1330

sclafanienergy.com

Happy July 4th!

Specializing in 
Landscape Design

Visit our Spacious Greenhouse
(914) 232-3570

194 Route 100 Somers, New York. 
(Opp. Somers Manor)

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 8-5; Sunday 8-4

Katonah 
Nursery,Inc.

July 4th Celebration
20% Off All Hanging Baskets,  

Vegetables & 
Flowering Annuals in Stock

Price effective through July 14th
While Supplies Last

Closed 
July 4th

By Rick Pezzullo
Attempts to block an Ossining High 

School student who was taken into cus-
tody by federal immigration authorities 

on the day of his prom from being de-
ported were unsuccessful.

Diego Puma Macancela, 19, and his 
mother were sent back to Ecuador Fri-

day by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE).

Macancela was apprehended June 9 
at 7:30 a.m. at his cousin’s home after a 
final order of deportation was issued in 
November by an immigration judge. His 
mother was taken into custody a day ear-
lier.

“We are deeply disappointed with the 
decision by ICE to move forward with 
the deportation to Ecuador of our cli-
ent, Diego Puma Macancela,” said Carola 
Bracco, Executive Director of Neighbors 
Link, which filed a second stay of re-
moval June 17 on behalf of Macancela 
in an effort to temporarily postpone his 
deportation. 

A stay filed June 12 was denied two 
days later based on the government’s 
claim that Macancela belonged to a gang 
in Ecuador. However, he and his mother 
contended they fled Ecuador in 2014 to 
avoid retaliation from gang members.

“Diego is leaving his home, his family, 
and friends behind to return to a country 
where retaliatory gang violence—pos-
sibly even death—await him,” Bracco 
stated. “Diego and his family asked us 
to express their profound gratitude to 
everyone who supported his cause and 
worked hard to keep him in this coun-
try.  He deeply values the education he 

received at Ossining High School and is 
very sad that he came so close to gradu-
ating but in the end was not allowed to 
accept his diploma or attend his senior 
prom.”

More than 20,000 people pledged their 
support to Macancela on a petition and 
others in Ossining rallied outside Ossi-
ning High School calling for his release.

Ossining High Student and Mom Deported to Ecuador

Diego Pluma

The Ossining Children’s Center, a not-for-profit child care center providing high-quality, affordable 
child care for working families, has awarded $500 scholarships to two Ossining High School seniors 
who previously attended the center and are going on to college. Brianna Cauthen and Sandy Castillo, 
who will be attending Stony Brook and Marywood University respectively, both attended the center 
between 2002 and 2006. The scholarships are funded by one of the organization’s long time 
donors. Both Cauthen and Castillo maintained a grade point average over 3.7.



June 27 - July 3,  2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

TOWN OF OSSINING  

FORECLOSURE AUCTION

July 25, 2017, at 1:00 PM
At the Ossining Town/Village Municipal Building,  

16 Croton Ave, Ossining, NY 10562 

BIDDER REGISTRATION MATERIALS, ASSESSOR’S INVENTORY CARDS 

AND TAX MAPS ARE AVAILABLE AT www.townofossining.com

Properties may be withdrawn prior to auction if redeemed in full by owner 

Gloria B. Fried, Receiver of Taxes, Enforcement Officer, 914-762-8790 

by Anna Young 
The Yorktown Town Board once again 

faced opposition from the community as 
residents packed last Tuesday’s meeting 
asking officials to strengthen several provi-
sions within the newly approved Tree Law. 

During the hour-long public hearing, 
several community members commend-
ed the board on a proposed amendment 
that would bring tress on town-owned 
land under the laws protection. While 
residents felt this was an improvement 
within the law, many asked the board not 
to vote on the amendment and instead 
find ways to strengthen the law to ensure 
the protection and preservation of trees 
and woodlands.  

“Amending the tree law to include 
town-owned land is a step in the right 
direction, but more needs to be done, 
much more,” Marcia Stone said. “It 
breaks my heart to see so many trees be-
ing cut down all over Yorktown. Please 
go back to the drawing board and fix the 
problems with the 2016 law.” 

Former Supervisor and Councilwom-
an Susan Siegel agreed the board should 
revisit the law, stating that residents want 
a more effective tree protection law.  

“If we’re going to fix the current law, it 
makes sense to do all the fixes we know 
are needed at one time,” Seigel said. “Let’s 
do it the right way and review the entire 

law, not just one part.” 
Throughout the meeting, residents 

made detailed suggestions to the law 
citing problems with the lack of protec-
tion in trees, slopes, and woodlands, tree 
size, lack of buffer zone, tree removal 
in slopes, mitigation, regulation of land 
conversions, and enforcement.  

Many also accused the board of not 
consulting with the Conservation Board 
and the Tree Commission prior to 

putting the law into action.  
“When you have experts in certain ar-

eas we must take that expertise and we 
shall listen to it,” Sherry Hughes said. “You 
cannot possibly make a decision without 
having the expertise, the factual analysis 
and review of those who clearly know bet-
ter than you in the first instance.” 

Town Supervisor Michael Grace said 
the board did refer to the Conservation 
Board, tree committee and several ex-

perts to make the law more effective. 
Town Attorney Michael McDermott 

added he sat down with an environmen-
tal consultant reviewing the ordinance 
early last year and continued to make re-
visions throughout the process.  

The Town Board enacted the new law 
last September after they voted to repeal 
the existing 2010 ordinance. The pro-
posed law was met with resistance from 
the community who felt the board was ill 
motivated.  

“This is not something that was done 
overnight or considered as a willy-nilly, 
it was well thought out and I’d like to 
think I claim ownership to that work,” 
McDermott said. 

Following the public hearing, an an-
noyed Grace addressed the community 
expressing his frustration with the in-
sults and accusations he continually re-
ceives about not having the town’s best 
interest in mind.  

“I work too damn hard for this town eve-
ry day to do what I think is the best thing 
for this town,” Grace yelled. “I understand 
some people don’t agree but the insults, I’m 
tired of them. They are uncalled for. I don’t 
treat any one of you that way.” 

Despite the board’s willingness to vote 
on the amendment, Grace announced 
they would postpone the vote. 

 ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Maura Gregory (center) and Susan Siegel (right) were among those who protested outside Yorktown 
Town Hall before meeting.

Tempers Flare as Vote on Yorktown Tree Law is Postponed

Richard Salisbury - 
Licensed Associate Broker

Commissions 
as Low as 2%

Resident of Yorktown
28 years of experience 

as a licensed real estate salesperson
Give me 10 minutes and I will explain 
to you how I can save you thousands of 

dollars when you list your home with me.
No obligation • Call Direct

914-299-8804
Keystone Realty USA

384 Larkfield Road, Suite 6
East Northport, NY 11731 Humane Society 

The Putnam   

Bella is a wonderful girl  
who will bring so much  

happiness to a lucky family! 
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To the Editor:
Whenever a town proposes a new law, 

state law provides that there must be a 

public hearing, with advance published 
notice, to notify residents and give them 
an opportunity to be heard on the issue 

before the elected officials act on the law. 
Yorktown’s Supervisor Michael Grace 
has, in my opinion, expressed his disdain 
for public hearings. He has referred to 
these hearings as the public coming in at 
“the eleventh hour.” 

Recently, Grace said this at a public 
hearing on June 20, 2017 about amend-
ing our tree law. Last fall, at a public 
hearing where many residents opposed 
the action, the town board’s majority vot-
ed to weaken the town’s law protecting 
trees from excessive removal, including 
removing trees on town property from 
coverage under the law. After a pub-
lic hearing where many town residents 
spoke up and stopped him from weaken-
ing the wetlands law (which on June 20th 
Grace referred to as “shouting down” 
what he wanted to do), Grace proposed 
adding town property back to coverage 
by the tree law. 

The public hearing on that proposal 
was on June 20th. All speakers supported 
the amendment. All speakers also spoke 
about how weak the law now is, which 
means protection on town property will 
be weak, and urged the board to recon-
sider and meet with residents to discuss 
strengthening the law. One gentleman 
speaker pointed out that at both hearings 
on the law, the Board was ignoring the 
public. That speaker wondered aloud to 
whom the Board was listening, if not the 
public.

Supervisor Grace was quite upset by this 
and at the end of the hearing angrily de-
nounced those opposed to the weakened 
law for several minutes. Grace referred to 
the speakers – most of whom were women 
– as “shrill.” (Anyone can go to the town 
website and watch the video of this part of 
the June 20th hearing, and I suggest you 
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To the Editor:
1. Our Excellent Financial Record:  
 We continue our financial record that 

includes very low debt, a surplus  a t 
the end of each year, no deficits, kept be-
low the New York State tax  c a p 
mandate which resulted in tax refund 
checks sent to our taxpayers  
from the State due to the town’s excel-
lent financial efforts.  Also, we  
continued our very low town tax record 
in 2016.  Over the 26 years of  t h is 
administration we have only increased 
town taxes by 1 % total. 

2. We purchased and/or leased nine 
trucks, equipment and vehicles without 
borrowing for these important purchas-
es.  We update and improve our fleet in-
order to continue our good services for 
our community. 

3. Also, we hired eight skilled employ-
ees to fill vacancies and/or to provide ad-
ditional services to our town.  We hire 
200 Cortlandt youth for summer sea-
sonal work. 

4. Recreation, Parks and Fields: 
a) We constructed a new water spray 

park at our town pool.  It features many 
new water spray features that add enjoy-
ment for our youth. 

b)A new lacrosse/all purpose field at 
Sprout Brook Park was completed.  It’s 
a very lovely field that is an addition to 
our little league field, outdoor pavilion, a 
year round playground, a dog park, soc-
cer fields and softball fields with lights. 

c)Our Summer Outdoor Concerts and 
Movie Series continued (free of charge) 
at our Cortlandt Waterfront Park by 
the Hudson River in the hamlet of Ver-
planck. These events were enjoyed by all 

and we thank our committee members.
d)We once again hosted our Cortlandt 

Family Fun Day with fireworks, the 5K 
Run, the charitable town golf outing at 
Hollow Brook Golf Course, a Hallow-
een Costume Parade for the dogs in our 
community, an egg hunt, a tree lighting 
in December on top of all of our other 
town activities, sport programs, youth 
center and senior programs.  We are very 
proud of all of our programs and ameni-
ties we have to offer our residents. 

e)The C.U.E. is open on weekend eve-
nings at the back movie entrance at the 
Cortlandt Town Center and is well su-
pervised for our teenagers with recrea-
tional enjoyment (pool table, ping pong, 
TV’s, etc.)  A safe place for our teens to 
congregate on weekend nights. 

f)We continued to offer important 
substance abuse prevention programs 
and provided a secure drop-off location 
at Town Hall for prescription drugs over-
seen by the Westchester County Police 
Department.

5. The new “Cortlandt Crossing” shop-
ping mall approved by the Town’s plan-
ning board broke ground and will be 
completed by the end of 2018 with new 
stores, a restaurant, etc.  This smaller 
mall area will provide more job opportu-
nities and tax revenue.  Also, more side-
walks and a traffic light by Baker Street 
are part of this project. 

6. A new water storage tank for an ad-
ditional 3 million gallons of water was 
constructed with the Northern Westch-
ester Joint Water Works (NWJWW), 
a shared service that filters our water.  
Also, another water storage tank is under 
construction in 2017 for 1.5 million gal-

lons of water storage off Croton Avenue. 
7. We repaved seven miles of our town 

roads for a total cost of $2 million dol-
lars and did not borrow for this capital 
improvement project.  The town also 
completed many linear feet of waterline 
replacement in various locations in the 
town. 

8. We launched the next phase of our 
Otocast app on your phone for recrea-
tional activities, fields and parks in the 
Town.  Phase one was all of our impor-
tant historical sites.  Just download the 
Cortlandt historical app on your phones 
and visit these exciting locations. 

9. We began implementing and plan-
ning for the important ideas adopted in 
our recent “Envision Cortlandt” Master 
Plan.  They include more sustainabil-
ity throughout the Town, an increase in 
creating vital hubs such as a medical 
oriented district near our hospital and 
Cortlandt Train Station.  The award win-
ning Envision Master Plan can be read in 
depth on-line on our town website. 

10. The town held many Veteran cer-
emonies in 2016, rededicated the lovely 
Purple Heart Memorial at town hall 
and completed plans for a new Vietnam 
War (50th anniversary) memorial also 
located at Town Hall to honor the men 
and women who served during this try-
ing time in our history.  We also have 
a beautiful memorial at the Cortlandt 
Waterfront Park to honor Veterans of 
all wars. 

11. We continued to support our local 
businesses and held a Shop, Dine and Do 
Business in Cortlandt in the month of 
May.  However, we always encourage our 
residents to shop, dine and do business 

locally.  
 12. Planning for the property we pur-

chased from Con Edison (100 acres in 
the hamlet of Verplanck by the Hudson 
River) has begun.  Very exciting ideas are 
being discussed – an aquatic park to use 
the quarry on the property is one of them 
– (this is from Councilman Seth Freach).  
Also, an expansion of sports fields, a dog 
park, walking paths and a handball court 
are all proposals being considered on 
this property. 

13. Meahagh Park located next to the 
town owned lake, Lake Meahagh, saw a 
completion and dedication of this new 
renovated park with benches, a com-
munity garden (thanks to Carol Branca, 
a volunteer), plantings of trees and an 
outdoor basketball court.  We are so very 
proud of this park, as well. 

 14. Councilman Frank Farrell has 
made an idea of having a rowing asso-
ciation in Cortlandt, become a reality.  It 
is a great success with many crew mem-
bers. Two docks were built by the town 
and they’ve had several championship 
crew teams.  The Cortlandt Community 
Rowing Association (CCRA) has a web-
site.  Please view and perhaps you’d like 
to join! 

15. We use many forms of communi-
cation to disseminate information to our 
residents:  town website and facebook 
pages, e-mails (if you haven’t signed up, 
contact the Supervisor’s office), the rec-
reation brochure, annual water report, 
numerous Supervisor press releases and 
press conferences, as well as, the Code 
Red calls for emergencies. 

LINDA PUGLISI 
Supervisor and Town Board

Letters to the Editor 
Town of Cortlandt 2016 Achievements 

Yorktown Town Board Majority has Disdain for the Public

Continued on page 12
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To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Child Health 
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Our Goal 
is Zero.
We’ve come a long way in getting kids covered and 
giving them a healthy start in life - with regular checkups, 
dental and eye care, immunizations, and a doctor who 
knows their name.

But today, there are still more than 100,000 children in 
New York State who do not have health insurance – or 
the care they need to grow up happy, healthy, and strong. 

It’s a troubling statistic that we can change.

That’s why Fidelis Care is joining with  
New Yorkers everywhere to tell parents that 
learning about quality, affordable health 
insurance is just a call or click away.

Call:
1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply for Enrollment:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov

Visit:
fideliscare.org
fideliscare.org/offices

Let’s Get Every Child Covered.
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KITCHEN TRASH 
COLLECTIONS:

NO Change to 
‘Monday & Thursday’ 

Collections
Tuesday & Friday

Collections will be on:
Wednesday, July 5th &

 Friday, July 7

TOWN OF YORKTOWN  
REVISED SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

FOR THE WEEK OF July 3 – 7
*No Collections on Tuesday, July 4*

INDEPENDENCE DAY

SECTION 6 will be on Wednesday, July 5
No changes for Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5 & 7

RECYCLING

* FRIDAY, JULY 7 *
E-WASTE DISPOSAL DAY                
Bring your obsolete computer,                            
TV, laptop, monitor, VCR,
keyboard, cell phone, etc.  

TEXTILE RECOVERY DAY                            
Bring bags filled with unwanted clothing, 
shoes, rags, towels,bed sheets, blankets, etc.  

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  (behind Police/Court)

        Drop-off  7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.        Questions?  (914) 245-4438

2120 Crompond Rd. CORTLANDT MANOR
914-737-1088

Open 8am-9pm 7 days a Week
Place your orders by Monday for Friday Delivery

All major credit cards accepted.

Assorted  
Bantams 

Straight Run: 
6 For 
$30

CHICKS: 
6 Pullet 

Chicks for 
$20

BROODER 
SET UP 

Including 6 chicks
$85

 Rob Is Now Full Time!  
Open 8am-9pm 7 Days a Week

Rob’s Poultry 
Supplies & Chicks

Your 
Hometown 

Poultry 
Store

Thank you 
for your 
support.

By Rick Pezzullo
Father John J. Higgins, popular pastor 

of Assumption Church in Peekskill for 
the last 12 years, will offer his final Holy 
Mass in the parish on Friday at 7 p.m. af-
ter being informed recently that he’s be-
ing reassigned to serve as Pastor of Holy 
Cross Church in the Bronx.

“Every priest knows that his time in 
any particular parish must come to an 
end, and I suppose that deep down the 
parishioners know this, too. So I thank 
you for taking the risk to love your pastor 
despite the pain that it will inevitably en-
tail when that day comes. Yet this is the 
life of a priest,” Higgins wrote in a letter 
to Assumption Church parishioners.

“To paraphrase Saint Augustine: With 
you I am a Catholic Christian, For you, 
I have been your priest; and I honestly 
do not know what gives me more joy: To 
be redeemed with you or to have been 
consecrated in service for you,” he stated. 

“Since before I was ordained, I’ve stuck 
to the principle, ‘Never request, never 
refuse an assignment.’ Still my heart 
breaks when I think of leaving. No words 
could express the love I feel for you. Yet, 
it was obedience that gave me the incal-
culable blessing to be your Pastor, and 
this obedience that now takes me away.”

Higgins stated he had hoped to be able 
to finish the year and complete several 
projects in the works, including the Per-
petual Adoration Chapel, the Charter 
School, the roof of the Guardian Build-
ing, the sidewalks, air conditioning the 
Annex, and the doors of the church. 

“I step down now from the honor of 
being your Pastor and I move on. Other 
work awaits. It has been good to bask to-
gether in the same Light of Christ. It has 
been good to have laughed together, and 
good to have cried together. As we part 
from each other, may we not part from 
Him,” Higgins stated.

Father John J. Higgins,

Popular Assumption Church Pastor Being Reassigned

Cortlandt 
Farm Market

Open 7 Days a Week • April-December

2267 Crompond Rd. • Cortlandt Manor

914-739-0686

Farm Fresh 
Produce Now 

Available!

Refi llable
Infused & 
Regular

Olive Oils & 
Vinegars!

Have a 
Happy 
July 
4th!

Cider Donuts, 
Pies, 

Loaf Cakes

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
 914-864-0878
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3 DAYS ONLY! TUESDAY - THURSDAY
JULY 11TH, 12TH & 13TH • 9 AM - 6 PM

CALL (855) 570-1615

Fit to Hear, Fit for Life VIP Event!
You’re invited to the

1.  Electronic hearing evaluation by our Licensed Hearing Specialists
and Doctors of Audiology.

2.  Ear scan, where you will see your ear canal on a color TV screen with
the use of our new video camera. Your hearing struggles may just
be wax!

3.  Be the first to try Audibel’s latest technology. New A4™ hearing aids
help you better understand conversations and hear comfortably in
any noisy environment, making speech more audible by keeping
loud sounds comfortable and boosting soft sounds. You can also
stream TV, music and more to your hearing aids!

4.    If you currently have hearing aids, we will clean and fine-tune them
at no charge.

Amanda Barnhart will be here for 3 days only.

FREE

1940 Commerce St, Suite 109 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

The Hearing Center
We Accept:Office Hours:

9 AM - 6 PM

R.S.V.P. today! (855) 570-1615 www.HearingCenterNY.com

G U A R A N T E E

EVERY DAY

PRICE
MATCH

© 2017 Audibel. All Rights Reserved.  6/17   OHIN2602-00-EE-AB *With approved credit.

Hearing Aid Experts

Amanda Barnhart 
Hearing Aid Expert

Kaitlyn S. O'Rourke 
Doctor of Audiology

0% Financing 
Available*

Ask us about  
the new IIC 

Invisible-In-the-Canal 

The only 100% 
custom, invisible*, 

digital and fully 
programmable 

hearing aid.

*Invisibility may 
vary based on your 

ear’s anatomy.

ON ALL DIGITAL HEARING AIDS
With sophisticated, innovative technology, 
we help preserve and deliver a wider range 

of sound cues to enhance the way you hear!

30% OFF MSRP

No one has to 
know you’re 
wearing  
hearing aids.

Plus an extra $500 OFF 
when you purchase premium technology 

during this event!
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man of the Yorktown Task Force Against 
Heroin and a former Yorktown cop who 
patrolled with a dog. “This is another tool 
in our tool box against this dreaded epi-
demic. If we can stop this on the streets 
before it gets to people, it’s another way 
to stop this problem. Our whole goal was 
education, enforcement and elimination. 
This is part of the enforcement.”

Diana noted the Mohegan Fire District 
has donated a former chief vehicle for use 
by Beyer and the canine and Yorktown 
Chamber of Commerce President Eric 
DiBartolo and his wife have purchased a 
vest for the dog.

“This is a culmination of a lot of peo-
ple’s efforts,” said Supervisor Michael 

Grace. “Yorktown is very committed to 
fighting this problem.”

Meanwhile, town justices Sal Lagonia 
and Gary Raniolo said they will be spear-
heading a drug court in Yorktown, where 
one day a week on the court calendar will 
be reserved for drug cases. The justices 
agreed half of their current cases are ei-
ther drug or alcohol-related. 

“We’re trying to be as proactive as 
we can,” said Lagonia, who added what 
would be the first misdemeanor drug 
court in the area is projected to begin in 
the fall. “We’re ready to get this going.”

Yorktown Police Chief  Robert Noble, Supervisor 
Michael Grace and Councilman Thomas Diana 

announced dog acquisition last week.

Yorktown to Add Narcotics Sniffing Dog, Drug Court
Continued from page 1

Inn On The Hudson & Vue presents: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$65 

Parking 

Beer & Wine 

Backyard BBQ 

 
                                           Contact & reservation Information: 

(914) - 734-5050, 634 Main St, Peekskill, NY 10566 

$85 

Parking 

Premium Bar 

Backyard BBQ 

Clam Bake 

Pool Deck Access 

 

Under 18 must be accompanied by an adult 25 or older. We reserve the right to ID and refuse alcohol service to anyone 
UNDER 18 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 25 OR OLDER. 

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ID AND REFUSE ALCOHOL SERVICE TO ANYONE.

contact & reservation information:
914-734-5050 • 634 main st, peekskill ny 10566

do so, beginning at 2 hours and 3 minutes) 
Grace claimed that the town had consulted 
many local and town experts before chang-
ing the tree law and they were all on board 
with the changes. However, the town’s 
Conservation Board, in its report to the 
town, said “The proposed new law guts the 
original intent of the Tree Ordinance and 

replaces it with a weaker, ill-defined law…” 
The Planning and Tree Conservation Ad-
visory boards also criticized parts of the 
law, which was enacted anyway without 
consideration of these comments because, 
in my opinion, the town board’s major-
ity, led by Supervisor Grace, has disdain 
for the public. On June 20th, Councilman 
Lachterman referred to those who speak 
against what the board does as people with 

“passion” but “zero education”.
A group of us have drafted an alterna-

tive law that improves on both the origi-
nal and recent tree laws. We asked the 
town board to meet with us to discuss it. 
If I am wrong about the majority, and I 
hope I am, they will meet with us to work 
on real improvements to the law.

MAURA GREGORY
Mohegan Lake

Town Board Majority has Disdain for the Public
Continued from page 8

PHOTO BY RICK PEZZULLO



June 27 - July 3,  2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

61421710604_MTA_4thJuly_examiner_media_P001.pgs  06.19.2017  14:17    BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

By Neal Rentz
Peekskill resident Sean Davies opened 

Seven Scoops Frozen Custard in Shrub 
Oak about a month ago and he had a 
particular reason for giving the new shop 
its name.

“It’s called Seven Scoops because I’m 
one of seven children,” Davies said last 
week. 

Davies explained why he decided 
to own his first business. “I’ve always 
wanted to be a business owner,” he said. 
“It has always been my dream.”

Davies said his family is very important 
part of his new business. His sisters, 
Kristina and Michelle, work in the store, 
as well as his father, Dwight, who helps 
out on most nights.

He said one of the attractions of 
owning his own frozen desert business 
is a flexible job schedule. “I enjoy 
snowboarding in the winter and I want 
more free time then,” he said. “I saw this 
as a seasonal business.”  However, Davies 
said many of his customers have asked if 
the shop will be open year-round so he 
will have to make hard decision on when 
he will close temporarily.

Davies said he makes all of the frozen 

custard fresh daily. Frozen custard is not 
soft serve he said because custard must 
include egg yolks. “Which makes it a 
creamier product,” he explained. It takes 

about 20 to 30 minutes to make a batch 
of frozen custard, he noted. “My number 
one favorite is the cookies and cream,” he 
said, explaining it is vanilla custard with 

Oreo cookies mixed in. 
Typically, the shop offers seven custard 

flavors as well as seven ice flavors, Davies 
noted. “We try to stick with the seven 
theme,” he said.

The shop offers a variety of ways 
to have the frozen custard, including 
sundaes. The SSS sundae features seven 
scoops of custard, a cookie, a brownie, 
a banana, two toppings, syrup and a 
cherry. It also offers shakes, floats, mix-
in custard creations, as well as custard 
cookie sandwiches, custard filled 
cannolis, custard cupcakes and frozen 
bananas.

Davies said though the business has 
been open for about four weeks there will 
be a grand opening celebration of Seven 
Scoops on July 7 from 3 to 8 p.m.” There 
will be family fun entertainment, free 
snacks, custard specials, and giveaways,” 
he said. “For more info people can please 
check out @sevenscoopsny on Facebook.”

Seven Scoops Frozen Custard is located 
1143 /E. Main St. in Shrub Oak, across 
the street from the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library. For more information, call 
(914) 352-0094. Seven Scoops is also on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Seven Scoops Frozen Custard
Shrub Oak

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Peekskill resident Sean Davies recently opened Seven Scoops Frozen Custard in Shrub Oak.
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373 Downing Drive Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914 352-6127
50 Years In Business! • www.dastruckandauto.com • open until 8pm

Northern Westchester’s  
Most Exciting  

Auto Store.
You Won’t Be  
Disappointed!

DAS Hobby SHop

House &  
Car Keys 

Made HereMade HereMade HereMade HereMade Here

Free Wiper Blade  
installation

DAS would like to thank the people of Yorktown  
for all of your support as we approach  

our 1 year anniversary.

20% 
OFF

ANY ONE ITEM  
fOr All  

grAduATEs &  
ThEIr pArENTs

With this coupon  
• Cannot be combined  

with any other offer  
• One coupon per purchase  

• Excludes oil & special orders
DAS AutO PArtS & BAttEry CEntEr 

ONlY ON IN sTOrE ITEMs

DDDDDAAAAASSSSSSSSSS AAAAAAAAAAuuuuutttttooooo PPPPPaaaaarrrrrtttttsssss cccccooooonnnnngggggrrrrraaaaatttttuuuuulllllaaaaattttteeeeesssss ttttthhhhheeeee CCCCClllllaaaaassssssssss ooooofffff 22222000001111177777!!!!!

Come see us for  
any and all  

of your  
Auto Parts 

needs!

Yankees 
Tradition 
Continuing an annual tradition, 
Homestyle Desserts in Peekskill 
supplied the cake and cupcakes for 
the 71st Oldtimer’s Day weekend at 
Yankee Stadium.

ing an accident in front of the Mohegan 
Diner on Route 6.

June 21 - 7:55 p.m. – Three defend-
ants were accused of aiding, abetting 
and acting in concert to forcibly steal a 
victim’s cell phone and credit card and 
striking the victim with a vehicle, caus-
ing injury. Carlos Sandoval-Alfaro, 54, 
of Yorktown, and Elmer Mejia-Lopez, 
22, of Ossining, were charged with 
robbery and assault in the second de-
gree and criminal possession of stolen 
property, while Jose Mejia-Lopez, 26, 
of Pleasantville, was charged with rob-
bery in the second degree and criminal 
possession of stolen property. York-
town Justice Gary Raniolo set bail at 
$50,000 bond or $25,000 cash and all 
three defendants were sent to Westch-
ester County Jail.

June 24 - 2:43 a.m. – Gabrielle Gjelaj, 
21, of Yorktown, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated after hitting a tel-
ephone pole on Crompond Road.

Police 
Blotter
Continued from page 5

Community Donations 
Secure Peekskill July 4 
Fireworks at Riverfront
By Rick Pezzullo

The annual Fourth of July fireworks 
event at Riverfront Green in Peekskill 
will go off without a hitch, thanks to do-
nations from local businesses and indi-
viduals.

Officials from Peekskill’s Volunteer 
Fire Department appeared before the 
city’s Common Council recently to out-
line the costs of the event and the hurdles 
in fundraising, and to see if any assist-
ance was available.

“We are so grateful to our Peekskill 
Fire Department and their commitment 
to the community,” said Peekskill Mayor 
Frank Catalina. “We were able to secure 
the future of the fireworks through the 
generous donations of businesses and in-

dividuals. This is a beloved tradition that 
must continue. The fireworks not only 
bring great joy to families but also bring 
a great deal of business into Peekskill.”

This year’s 55th celebration will kick 
off at 7 p.m. with the Peekskill Riverfront 
Concert Series. The fireworks are sched-
uled to begin at approximately 9:15 p.m.
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Member of Northwell Health Physician PartnersLearn more at Northwell.edu/WestchesterHealth 

Westchester Health has joined Northwell Health and 
its physician group, Northwell Health Physician Partners. 
We share a commitment to combining leading edge 
advances with compassion. That’s how we care for you. 
Right here near home, in over 40 doctor offi  ces and 
Northwell Health’s local hospitals – 
Northern Westchester Hospital and Phelps Hospital.

Caring for you with 
compassion is our priority. 
That is why we joined 
Northwell Health.

5879_NWH_WCH_9.75x11.82_6_21_17.indd   1 6/21/17   3:08 PM
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We’re in the full swing of summer 
and my thoughts are fully engaged on 
the outdoors and gardening. This is my 
favorite time of year, when terms such 
as farm-to-table and hyperlocal have a 
special meaning for me. This requires a 
focused caring for the needs of 
my crops and plantings, pro-
tecting them from insects and 
disease, nourishing them with 
plant food. 

Some of us will be purchasing 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides 
and herbicides. Others will seek 
closer ties to nature, purchas-
ing organic fertilizers and em-
ploying natural methods of pest 
and weed control. These same 
decisions and practices are em-
ployed in vineyards around the 
world. And increasingly, the decision to 
employ “natural” farming – be it green 
farming, organic or biodynamic – is in-
fluencing the end product. 

More and more winemakers believe 
that living in natural harmony with na-
ture produces better wines. But what are 
better wines? Wines that are more repre-
sentative of the land on which the grapes 
are grown. Wines that bring out the pur-
est expression of both the land and the 
grapevines.  

Increasingly, organic practices are be-

ing employed. But some winemakers are 
going one step further and are employ-
ing another philosophy to farming: bio-
dynamic farming.  

What makes biodynamic farming 
unique? It is an expression of all of the 

intertwined components that 
influence the vineyard, result-
ing in a self-sustaining environ-
ment. Whereas organic farming 
focuses mainly on agriculture, 
using natural fertilizers and no 
petrochemical additives to con-
trol pests and weeds, biodynam-
ics goes one step further. It’s a 
farming philosophy, not a farm-
ing practice. It incorporates ele-
ments of astronomy and benev-
olent co-existence with pests, all 
in an effort to be in a symbiotic 

relationship with Mother Earth.  
For example, some practitioners will 

plant vines and harvest grapes by the 
phases of the moon in order to be in 
harmony with the earth’s natural cycles; 
others will bury a cow’s horn filled with 
cow manure in the vineyards on the au-
tumnal equinox, believing that this will 
enrich the soil over the winter in prepa-
ration for spring growth. Still others will 
burn insects and weeds and spread the 
ashes in the vineyard to ward off other 
pests.  

A short history of vineyard manage-
ment may help here. In Western Europe, 
grapes have been grown for thousands of 
years, well before the modern day influ-
ences of the chemical industry. Twen-
tieth century descendants of French 
families who had toiled in the vineyards 
for five or more generations noticed a 
change in the flavors, aromas and the 
balance of fruit and acid in their wines. It 
seemed as if the wines were losing their 
natural characteristics. The winemakers 
decided this was caused by the chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides ap-
plied in the vineyards. Thus an organic 
movement reemerged in the late 1970s.  

By the mid-1990s many of these 
French winemakers decided that organic 
products still fell short of creating the 
truest expression of their wines. So they 
decided to employ the ancient biody-
namic philosophy that had served their 
forefathers so well.  

How to test this premise and the re-
sults of this philosophy? The proprietors 
of Domaine Leflaive, a famous French 
winery in the Burgundy region, held a 
tasting at their winery. Two of their wines 
were blind-tasted. Unbeknownst to the 
tasters, both wines sampled were from 
the same vineyard and the same vintage, 
but from different plots in the vineyard; 
one had been farmed organically and the 

other biodynamically. The tasters stated 
that one wine had much better balance 
and acidity and lacked the extraneous 
aromas and flavors of the other wine 
- it was a purer expression of the fruit. 
Which wine was the overwhelming fa-
vorite? The biodynamically produced 
wine. Numerous other winemakers have 
followed Domaine Leflaive’s lead.  

I encourage you to seek out these 
wines and to urge your local wine mer-
chant to stock them. Very few are labeled 
biodynamic, but a question to your wine 
merchant or a quick Google search will 
help you identify them. You can be the 
first on your block to enjoy the ultimate 
green product – spread the word.  

Nick Antonaccio is a 30-year Pleas-
antville resident. For nearly 10 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. His credo: continuous ex-
perimenting results in instinctive behav-
ior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com 

Organically Focused Winemakers - a Recurring Cycle in Man’s History

By Nick Antonaccio
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Tuesday, June 27
Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak from 
10 a.m. to 1 pm. and on Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Li-
brary in Peekskill. No appointments 
are necessary for the free service. Meet 
with a trained counselor for informa-
tion about Medicare Parts A, B and D, 
Medicare Advantage Plans, Medicare 
Savings Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. 
You can also call the Senior Benefits 
Information Center Helpline with your 
questions at 914-231-3260 and a coun-
selor will return your call within two 
business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, 
go to http://www.westchesterlibraries.
org/senior-benefits-information-cent-
ers/. 

Senior Benefits Information: 
Trained volunteer counselors help old-
er adults and their caregivers find in-
formation about government benefits 
to help them stretch their budgets eve-
ry Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
John C. Hart Memorial Library, 1130 E. 
Main St., Shrub Oak. Get information 
on Medicare health and prescription 
plans, nutrition assistance, the Home 
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), 
tax relief programs, and much more. 
Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://
www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossin-
ing Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It 
is held in the second-floor conference 
room. Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy 
Happy Hours are held on Tuesday 
nights in Mahopac and another loca-
tion may be added. Take a 10-day vaca-
tion from processed foods. Are sugary, 
fatty, easy-to-prepare, addictive junk 
foods making you feel sick and tired? 
Then reset your metabolism and break 
your addictions to unhealthy foods. 
For more information contact Diane at 
914-843-8745.

Hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing 
programs are being held on Tuesdays 
at Hygeia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 
Hill Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Com-
munity Acupuncture is being held 
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. The cost is $30. 
Come experience the beneficial effects 
of acupuncture in a group setting. Reg-
ister: hyinhealth@gmail.com. On the 
last Tuesday of the month from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Eating Disorder Support 
Group, led by a LCSW and clinical nu-
tritionist will be held.  Discuss and re-

solve issues around relationships with 
food. Info/register: hyinhealth@gmail.
com or www.hyinhealth.com.
Wednesday, June 28

Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fit-
ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – 
Fall Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. 
Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to 
noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-4250 
Ext. 1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., down-
stairs from the library.

Senior Exercise: We offer the Work-
out M-W from 10-11 a.m. and Zumba 
Gold on Friday 11 a.m. to noon. The 
programs are free to all seniors in 
Peekskill. Call Terri Dean to register at 
914-734-4250 Ext. 5.

Summer Reading Program: The 
Somers Library will be hosting a teen 
summer reading program through 
Aug. 30. There will be raffle prizes. 
One raffle ticket will be provided for 
each 100 pages read, as well as an addi-
tional ticket for each book review and 
other accomplishments. Info: 914 232 
5717,www.somerslibrary.org,, www.
twitter.com/Somers_Library or 

www.facebook.com/Somers_Library
POUND Program: POUNDTM Fit-

ness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isomet-
ric movements and poses, is offered at 
Theatre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford 
Rd. Katonah. Drop in or weekly dis-
count rates are available. The program 
is being provided on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays at 11:45 
a.m. Call Peggy for more information 
at 914 960-4097. 

Somers Library Programs: Two 
summer programs are being offered 
at the Somers Library. The Summer 
Anime Club meets every Wednesdays 
from June 28 through Aug. 16 from 
3-4:30 p.m. Join us for a chance to 
watch anime from Crunchyroll with 
your friends. Our programs are funded 
by the Friends of the Somers Library 
through your donations. The library’s 
Summer Teen/Tween Pokémon Club 
meets on June 30, July 14 and 28 and 
Aug. 11. Join us to meet, discuss and 
battle your friends using your Nin-
tendo 3DS (or even using your cards). 
This program is for teens/tweens en-
tering grades five and up.  The library 
will supply snacks. Register online at 
www.somerslibrary.org or call 914-
232-5717.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 

bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors 
open 5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. 
every Wednesday (except holidays – 
check First Hebrew’s website calendar). 
First Hebrew is just west of the Beach 
Shopping Center at 1821 Main St., 
Peekskill. Info:  914 -739-0500 or www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, June 29
Swim Lessons: Swimming lessons 

are being offered by Society Hill II, 2 
Campus Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes 
are held on Thursdays and Saturdays. 
The session dates are: May 19 through 
July 9. Info: 914-737-4909.

IBM Club: The Tri-State IBM Reti-
rees Club’s June Luncheon will be held 
at 12:30 p.m. at Frankie & Augie’Z 
Restaurant, 3673 Hill Blvd, Jefferson 
Valley.  Individual food choices and 
checks will be available.  Following the 
summer break we meet on Sept 28. At-
tendees to the luncheon should call Peg 
Ryan at 914-528-5916.

Rouge One Screening: “Star Wars, 
Rouge One” will be shown on a large 
screen at 7:30 p.m. at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
The cost is $3 for adults and children 
wearing Star War costumes will be ad-
mitted for free. Please let us know you 
are coming. Send an email to events@
yorktownjewishcente.. org. The subject 
line should indicate Movie Night and 
the body should contain your name, 
email and the number of adults and 
children planning to attend. For more 
information, please call 914-245-2324.

Friday, June 30
Coloring For Adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our 
adult coloring book club at the Som-
ers Library Meetings will be held in the 
conference room every Friday from 
10:30 am to noon. Relax, color, and so-
cialize for free. Materials are provided 
or you may bring your own color pen-
cils and coloring books. Registration is 
not required. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online ap-
plications, resume writing, e-mail ac-
counts and more is held on Fridays 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the second-
floor conference room at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. Assist-
ance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer 
class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.

Post No Ills:  Post No Ills: The Art 
of Lance Johnson is being held at the 
Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill, 
through July 9.  For further informa-

tion please call Alicia Morgan, curator, 
at 914-862-3287 or e-mail amorgan@
wlsmail.org . Visit the library’s Web site 
at www.peekskill.org and follow us at 
facebook.com/fieldgallery.

Temple Beth Am Shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all 
who enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 
p.m. Our modern Sabbath service has 
a spiritually engaging and warm feel-
ing while following traditional modes.  
All are welcome to our friendly sacred 
space. Temple Beth Am is located at 
203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For more in-
formation, please call our Rabbi at 914-
962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@op-
tonline.net   

Jewish Center Services: At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd., Friday night Sabbath services are 
held at 8 p.m. And Sabbath services on 
Saturdays will be held at 9:15 a.m. on 
most Saturdays. After the services Rab-
bi Sternstein conducts a learning ses-
sion based on the Torah portion of the 
week.  Light refreshments are served 
and everyone is invited to join us as we 
share in the warmth, knowledge and 
friendship within our congregation. 
Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjew-
ishcenter.org

Saturday, July 1
Putnam Valley Shabbat Service: 

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition?   Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situat-
ed on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our in-
clusive, community-lead services start 
at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held 
in Hebrew and English. Enjoy a com-
fortable atmosphere where participa-
tion is appreciated and afterwards stay 
for our delicious Kiddush lunch. Serv-
ices are free; Family Memberships are 
$250 per year and include High Holi-
day Services. The synagogue is located 
at140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For 
more information call 845-528-2305.

Yorktown Shabbat Morning Serv-
ices: Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old 
Yorktown Rd., holds services on Satur-
day mornings. They are easy-to-follow 
services with Hebrew/English prayer 
books, a friendly environment and no 
affiliation is necessary. Kiddush lunch-
eon follows the services. Services begin 
at 10 a.m.  For more information visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Os-
sining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is now being held outdoors on Spring 
and Market Streets. Customers old 
and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
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sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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breads, baked goods, and much more. 
For a full list of our markets and ven-
dors, visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

 Sunday, July 2
Art Exhibits:  A series of exhibits are 

being held at the Hudson Valley Center 
for Contemporary Art, 1701 Main St., 
Peekskill. “Between I & Thou,” is on 
display through Dec. 17. Peter Bynum’s 
“Illumination of the Sacred Forms: Di-
vine Light Mission and Sanctuary” is 
running through Dec. 17. “Elisa Pritz-
ker: Selknam: Spirit, Ceremony, Selves” 
is on view through Sept. 17. “I’s Closed, 
I’s Opened” by Mark Berghash will run 
through Aug. 30. “Liquid Memories” 
by Jinsu Han will be held through Aug. 
30 Info:  914-788-0100, www.hvcca.org 
or Facebook.

Muscoot Farmers Market: More 
than 20 vendors will offer fresh pro-
duce and local food products every 
Sunday through October at Muscoot 
Farm, located off Route 100 in Somers. 
Info:  914-864-7282 or parks.westches-
tergov.com.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 

classes are being conducted by rotat-
ing instructors.  The suggestion is $15. 
Info: Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010.

Monday, July 3
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free 
trial classes are offered. Info: 914-771-
7000 or www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam 
Sessions are being held every Monday 
at The Winery at St. George, 1715 E. 
Main St., Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-
455-4272.

Tuesday, July 4
Peekskill Independence Day: The 

Peekskill Riverfront Concert Series 
will kick off the July 4th celebration 
at 7 p.m. and the Peekskill Fire De-
partment will begin their 4th of July 
fireworks show at approximately 9:15 
p.m.. To support the Peekskill fire-
works fundraising efforts visit http://
peekskillunited.org/fireworks. To learn 
more about Peekskill’s Fourth of July 
Celebration visit https://www.cityof-
peekskill.com.

Solaris Sports Club will be hosting a 
Family Fun Day event on Sunday, July 
9 from noon to 2 p.m. This event is go-
ing to be packed with giveaways and 
fun activities for the kids! During your 
time there you can go through the ven-
dors learning about the different clubs 
the children can sign up for throughout 
the summer. The vendors appearing are: 
the Harlem Wizards, Yorktown Youth 
Soccer Club, the Westchester Knicks, 
KIIDS Sports, Bona Bona ice cream, 
Rita’s Italian ice, Giuseppina’s Crazy Life 
Wellness, Unforgettable Amusements, 
Tri State Sports and David Lerner Asso-
ciates Inc. There are 10 Harlem Wizards 
raffle baskets encasing one week free of 
their summer camp! Each child who 

attends the Family Fun Day event will 
receive a goody bag at the end. Inside 
the goody bag will be brochures from 
all of the different vendors recapping 
what they had learned about for the day. 
Also attached to the goody bags will be 
fun balloons all in different colors. The 
children will also receive kites, bub-
bles, and much more! A Pro Sound Disc 
Jockey will also be there to keep the day 
fun and entertaining with some music. 
Also participating in the day is Jo Jo the 
clown that will make balloon animals 
for the kids. Whether your child plays 
soccer, basketball, tennis or any other 
sport there is a summer camp for them 
at Solaris Sports Clubs Family Fun Day! 
We hope to see you there!

Family Fun Day at 
Solaris Sports Club

By Neal Rentz
Since 2010, summer has been music 

to the ears for those who visit the Jacob 
Burns Film Center.

The tradition continues this Thursday 
with the opening of the venue’s “Sounds 
of Summer 2017: Music Films, Old 
and New,” which is scheduled to run 
through Aug. 17.

This year’s series features a wide vari-
ety of genres, including documentaries 
on rock, country and the blues. 

Film center programmer Andrew Ju-
pin, who created this year’s series in col-
laboration with Programming Director 
Brian Ackerman and Karen Sloe Good-
man, said the varied music that is show-
cased throughout the series is a key ele-
ment to its success.

“There’s a ton of stuff in here,” Jupin 
said.

The opening night feature is “Monterey 
Pop,” the 1968 documentary directed 
by D.A. Pennebaker about the previous 
summer’s Monterey International Pop 
Festival. That festival included perform-
ances by a diverse assortment of art-
ists including Simon & Garfunkel, Otis 
Redding, the Mamas and the Papas, 
The Who, The Byrds, Hugh Masekela 
and Ravi Shankar. Jupin called the film 
a “classic concert documentary.” It will 
also be screened on July 6. 

A related program with a sepa-
rate admission on July 6 is “Jimi 
Plays Monterey” and “Shake!: Otis at 

Monterey,” two shorts directed by Pen-
nebaker featuring festival performances 
by Hendrix and Redding. 

A highlight of this year’s series is sev-
eral programs about the history of The 
Beatles that will be presented by music 
composer, producer and engineer Scott 
Freiman. The programs will be multi-
media events featuring anecdotes from 
the host, film clips and recordings, Ju-
pin said. 

Some of the topics Freiman will dis-
cuss include the Fab Four’s early years, 
The Beatles’ White Album, “Rubber 
Sole” and “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band.”

Some of the other performers that will 
be highlighted throughout this year’s se-
ries include Leonard Cohen, Patsy Cline 
and Bob Dylan. 

On July 19, Oscar-winning director 
Jonathan Demme, who died in April 
and was a longtime member of the film 
center’s board of directors while hosting 
various series at the Burns, will be rec-
ognized with the screening of his classic 
1984 concert documentary “Stop Mak-
ing Sense” starring The Talking Heads. 

Over 60 theaters across the United 
States will be screening the film to hon-
or the acclaimed director, Jupin said. 

Jacob Burns Film Center is located at 
364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. Call 
914-747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilm-
center.org for more information, in-
cluding ticket prices.

Sounds of the Season Return 
to Jacob Burns Film Center

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS - 914-864-0878
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When she visited at Christmas, my 
daughter Emma alerted me that there 
must be mold in our living room. She 
could sense it as soon as she walked into 
the room, which is used only for special 
occasions nowadays.

I looked into each corner of 
the room along the baseboard 
and found no evidence of mold. 
But a thought popped into my 
head and it was a correct as-
sumption. 

In one far corner is an early 
19th century chest with a glass 
door-enclosed bookcase on 
top displaying my collection of 
antique books about old New 
York. Sure enough, on the top 
shelf, a whole section of them, 
neglected for some time, was 
covered with a powdery film of 
bluish, dusty mold.

I closed the doors and 
thought, oh well, might as well ignore it 
for a bit longer, as we moved the holiday 
celebration to the library. 

But soon after Mark Jones, president 
of Certified Inspections, Inc., a home in-
spection and environmental testing com-
pany, came to the William Raveis office 
to present some important information 
about mold identification and removal. 

After the meeting I met with him pri-
vately to learn more. He identified some 
common myths about mold.

Myth: You can identify mold by look-
ing at it.

Truth: The only way mold can be iden-
tified is by having a sample analyzed 

under a microscope in a lab. In a Today 
Show exposé, reporters rubbed mascara 
on a hallway wall and called in a dozen 
mold companies to look at it. All of them 
said it was definitely mold and quoted 

prices to remove it. What else 
could it be? Discoloration can 
be caused by carbon, concen-
trated dust, dirt and other uni-
dentifiable matter. 

Myth: Mold is dangerous.
Truth: Mold is dangerous 

if it is present in substantial 
enough quantities. When sam-
ples are analyzed, the report 
not only tells you what kinds of 
spores were present, but how 
many of each were present. A 
low enough level presents no 
more danger than what you 
encounter outside your house. 
If the levels are high inside, 
then you run a serious health 

risk.
Myth: Mold is not dangerous because 

it is all around the environment.
Truth: The mold levels outside are 

always changing and some people are 
affected by the outside mold in the 
same way some are affected by pollen 
or pollution. If mold levels are sig-
nificantly higher inside one’s house, 
mold can cause severe respiratory 
damage, headaches, flu-like symp-
toms, and in severe cases, memory 
loss and cancer. 

Myth: Mold should be cleaned with 
bleach.

Truth: Bleach should NOT be used. 

Bleach only kills surface mold and evap-
orates leaving behind a residue of nitro-
gen, which is an element of fertilizer. In 
effect, you are feeding the mold spores 
that are under the surface or in the air 
and it can grow back even worse. 

Myth: I can test my air for mold with a 
Home Depot kit.

Truth: Growing a culture on your own 
tells you nothing about whether you 
have a mold problem because you are 
not comparing it to a control sample out-
side or gauging its growth time via any 
regulated methodology. The best way to 
determine if you have a mold problem is 
to hire a professional company that only 
does testing and have them take air sam-
ples with spore traps and swabs or tape 
lifts. Knowing how to collect data and 
how to interpret it is just as important 
as what equipment one uses to collect it. 
That’s why professionals are trained in 
their craft. 

Myth: Mold can make you sick if it is 
inside your walls.

Truth: Mold can only make you sick 
if you breathe it. If it is concealed in-
side your walls but not in the air of your 
house, it cannot affect you. That is why 
having air testing performed by a profes-
sional testing company that does not also 
do remediation is the only way to find 

out if the air is safe.
Myth: It is better to have one company 

do mold testing and mold clean up.
Truth: You should NEVER have the 

same company do both. If a company 
does clean up, also known as remedia-
tion or abatement, they have a reason to 
find a problem so they can make more 
money. An independent testing com-
pany with no conflict of interest should 
first test. If there’s a problem, they should 
write up an action plan outlining the 
scope of work for the mold abatement 
firm. The testing company should then 
re-test the completed work to make sure 
it was safely completed.

More information about Certified 
Home Inspections can be found at www.
certifiedinspections.com

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, real 
estate and development. His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

A Myth-Busting Primer About Mold Around the House

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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When I was in college, I appeared in 
a play called “The Madwoman of Chail-
lot” by Jean Giraudoux with the actress 
Linda Lavin, who would later go on to 
achieve fame as “Alice” on television. 

Most stunning about that produc-
tion, as I recall, were the amazing effects 
achieved by its lighting director, 
on staff in the theater depart-
ment, who was an incredible 
talent.

I remember that when the 
curtain rose for the second act, 
the stage was completely dark, 
and slowly a small pin spotlight 
illuminated only the face of the 
madwoman in the center of the 
stage. That lighting effect alone 
brought applause from the audi-
ence. Every scene of the play was 
an arresting study in shadow 
and light where brightness drew 
the viewer’s attention where it needed 
to be while other areas of the stage re-
ceded. I was mesmerized as I observed 
how light created movement and mood 
by playing off stationery surfaces.

Many years later I was reminded of 
my interest in stage lighting when Barry 
Liebman, director of Yorktown Stage, 
shared with me his feeling that a pro-
duction really doesn’t come to life until 
the lighting director does his job with 

a show, going so far to say that seeing a 
set dramatically lit for the first time has 
brought him to tears. 

His saying that convinced me that 
someday I should have a home where its 
lighting would be as dramatic as a stage 
set, and that would require a custom 

designed lighting system. But, 
having always lived in antique 
homes, my lighting was prima-
rily from traditional lamps. 

When I moved recently to 
a new condo at Trump Park 
Residences, however, my dream 

for dramatic lighting presented 
itself. I arranged with manage-
ment to have electrical contrac-
tors work with me to install a 
system to light my great room, 
which I had designed basically 
as an art gallery for my collec-
tion of portraits and landscapes. 

The lighting system I planned was to 
highlight the paintings on three walls: 
portraits on the “living room” side, pas-
torals on the “dining room” side and a 
large abstract on the third wall in be-
tween.

At first I was planning to hire a light-
ing designer, but I was lucky to find an 
electrician with sensitivity to my ideas 
and needs, P&K Electric, a father-and-
son team, in Yorktown Heights. Work-

ing in tandem with an electric supply 
company, Mid-County Lighting & Elec-
tric in Mahopac, we all worked wonders 
together.   

There were many technical challenges 
to overcome working on the fifth-floor 
condo with 10-foot ceilings, installing 
high hats in a soffit with insulation ma-
terial. The casing for the high hat units 
I originally wanted turned out to be too 
large to be accommodated in the soffit, 
but I had the good fortune to be assigned 
a job manager named Jimmy who was as 
much an artist as he was an electrician. 

Jimmy guided me every step of the 
way in terms of which product to use 
– we sourced a small LED light at Mid-
County whose imprint on the ceiling is 
only two inches square – as well as the 
appropriate spacing and angles of light 
to employ. He cut such clean holes that 
nary a speck of spackle was needed for 
patching the plasterboard.

Now completed, the overhead pin 
spots illuminate my great room/gallery 
in a warm and inviting way. Rather than 
being surrounded by flat walls with two-
dimensional shapes on them, the lighted 
paintings create great depth and rich-
ness to our space. While we have other 
traditional lighting sources in the room, 
it really requires no light other than that 
resting on the faces of the portraits and 

on the landscapes of the pastorals. The 
effect takes us to other acquaintances 
and distant places beyond the space we 
occupy. It’s transporting.

For a great electrician, ask for Pete at 
P&K Electric in Yorktown at 914-962-
3581. For supplies, ask for Steve at Mid-
County Lighting & Electric in Mahopac 
at 845-621-7128.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is: www.Primav-
eraRealEstate.com and his blog is: www.
TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the services 
of The Home Guru and his team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

How I Added Pizzazz to My Home With Custom Lighting

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Roofi ng • Siding • Doors • Decks • Windows
Seamless Gutters • Leaders • Repairs
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Happy 4th of July!

 

The Most Affordable,  
Assisted Living in Westchester 

Bethel Springvale Inn 
Quality & Affordability - It’s an Easy Choice!  

 877-309-9796 
Call About Our Move-in Specials 

At the Heart of Senior Living                  
bethelwell.org  

62 Springvale Rd.  
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 

As I sat one morning in an old Hitch-
cock kitchen chair that had been hitting 
me at the wrong place in my back for 
more than 25 years, I grumbled to my 
wife, “Why do I subject myself to this 
agony every day? My wife responded, 
“You’ve never complained about it be-
fore,” which made me ponder, is 
my aging body not as tolerant as 
it used to be?

Whatever the reason, I ended 
the conversation by promising 
to go out and find the biggest, 
most comfortable kitchen chair 
for myself, and I didn’t care if it 
didn’t match anything else in the 
house.

It was not one of my best 
mornings.

I tend to fixate on things I be-
come curious about. For the rest 
of the day, I thought about chairs, won-
dering how long people have been sitting 
in them. When sharing that apple, Adam 
and Eve must have sat on a rock or fallen 
log, but that would assume that trees fell 
to the ground in Paradise. I assume they 
didn’t, because everything must have 
been perfect before the first occasion of 
sin, right?

Or if you’re more evolution minded, 
you might consider that our ancestor, the 
ape, had no rump at all for comfort and 

probably just squatted when he tired of 
standing.

But once man stood upright and de-
veloped a more ample derriere, there 
surely was a need once in a while to “take 
a load off ” his feet by sitting.  

My earliest memory of a reference to 
sitting in a chair was when, as 
a five-or six-year old, I giggled 
uncontrollably over a comedic 
line from either Milton Berle 
or an old Marx brothers movie 
where a Margaret Dumont type 
character was told to sit in order 
to take a load off the floor.

I also remember that my 
mother once told my older sib-
lings and me that we must al-
ways sit in a chair when eating 
so that the food would not travel 
down and give us fat ankles! My 

brother, always a bigger wiseacre than I, 
responded, “But if we sit in a chair when 
we eat, won’t we get fat rear-ends?” 

While it is not certain when the first 
person crafted a seat with a back and sat 
in it, archeological evidence at Neolithic 
sites indicates bench-like seating areas. 
The earliest physical evidence we have of 
chairs is from the Egyptian tombs from 
about 2800 BC, but such comforts were 
normally reserved to denote higher el-
evation in society. 

In the new book Now I Sit Me Down, 
architect Witold Rybczynski traces the 
history of chairs, believing that the old-
est chair probably folded. Think of the 
nomadic tribes in China, for example, 
where they would want to walk until they 
wanted to sit. Who knew your beach 
chair had such a backstory? he asks. 

It wasn’t until the Renaissance in Eu-
rope that the chair came into more gen-
eral use. And, since that time, the style 
of chairs has reflected the times in which 
they were crafted as much as fashion 
for clothing.  But, it was the industrial 
revolution in which chairs could be ma-
chine-made that placed chairs into every 
household.

Almost from the beginning, chairs 
of plain utilitarian design sat alongside 
those of great style and beauty. Chair 
design came into its own in our culture 
when nurtured by our original settlers 
who brought style along with function 
from their mother land. 

Today we have works of art realized 
in chair design, created with both ergo-
nomic and functional considerations. 
But then, chairs were always functional. 
The original intention for wing-backed 
chairs, for instance, was to shield its oc-
cupants from drafts in the room, but 
long after drafts were a thing of the past, 
the design survived to this day.

Until recently I have been a tradition-
alist, living in antique homes and col-
lecting antique furnishings, focused on 
chairs, ranging from early Queen Ann 
and later Hepplewhite to a prized barrel 
bank chair from the 1930s that I am told 
was the favorite of Mayor LaGuardia in 
his office at City Hall.  If I ever want to 
run for political office, my plan will be to 
have myself photographed in that chair 
for good luck.

But lately I’ve been hankering to live 
my golden years sitting exclusively in 
modern, comfortable chairs with clean 
and simple lines.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

Something to Think About When Next You Plop Down

The 
Home 
Guru
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by the 
Board of Legislators on  June 5,  2017 
and approved by the County Executive 
on June 13, 2017 and the validity of the 
obligations authorized by such Bond Act 
may be hereafter contested only if such 
obligations were authorized for an ob-
ject or purpose for which the County of 
Westchester, in the State of New York, 
is not authorized to expend money or if 
the provisions of law which should have 
been complied with as of the date of pub-
lication of this Notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting such validity is 
commenced within twenty days after the 
publication of this Notice, or such obliga-
tions were authorized in violation of the 
provisions of the Constitution.Complete 

copies of the Bond Act summarized here-
with shall be available for public inspec-
tion during normal business hours at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Board of Legis-
lators of the County of Westchester, New 
York, for a period of twenty days from the 
date of publication of this Notice.
ACT NO. 99 - 2017 BOND ACT AU-
THORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$670,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO MUCH 
THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO FINANCE THE COST OF PAR-
TIAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABS AND RE-
SEARCH FACILITIES LOCATED AT 
THE COUNTY’S VALHALLA CAM-
PUS AT GRASSLANDS; STATING 
THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST 
THEREOF IS $670,000; STATING THE 
PLAN OF FINANCING SAID COST IN-
CLUDES THE ISSUANCE OF $670,000 
BONDS HEREIN AUTHORIZED TO 
FINANCE SUCH COST; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR A TAX TO PAY THE 
PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON 
SAID BONDS. (Adopted June 5, 2017) 
object or purpose: to finance the cost of 
partial reconstruction of the Department 
of Labs and Research facilities located at 
the County’s Valhalla Campus at Grass-
lands; including exterior rehabilitation 
of the existing phase 2 wing, installa-
tion of new uninterrupted power supply 
(UPS) branch circuitry, installation of 
supplemental air-conditioning unit for 
evidence vault, environmental abatement 
and associated work; all as set forth in the 
County’s current year Capital Budget, as 
amended amount of obligations to be is-
sued: and period of probable usefulness:  
$670,000; fifteen (15) years Dated: Ju n e 
19, 2017 White Plains, New York, Sunday 
Vanderberg, Clerk and Chief Adminis-
trative Officer of the County Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westchester,  
New York

LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by 
the Board of Legislators on June 5, 2017, 
and approved by the County Executive 
on June 13, 2017, and the validity of the 
obligations authorized by such Bond Act 
may be hereafter contested only if such 
obligations were authorized for an ob-
ject or purpose for which the County of 

Westchester, in the State of New York, 
is not authorized to expend money or if 
the provisions of law which should have 
been complied with as of the date of pub-
lication of this Notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting such validity is 
commenced within twenty days after the 
publication of this Notice, or such obli-
gations were authorized in violation of 
the provisions of the Constitution. Com-
plete copies of the Bond Act summarized 
herewith shall be available for public in-
spection during normal business hours 
at the Office of the Clerk of the Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westchester, 
New York, for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication of this No-
tice. ACT NO. 100 - 2017 BOND ACT 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$3,000,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO MUCH 
THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO FINANCE THE COST OF THE 
PURCHASE OF TELEPHONE AND 
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT; STAT-
ING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 
COST THEREOF IS $3,000,000; STAT-
ING THE PLAN OF FINANCING SAID 
COST INCLUDES THE ISSUANCE OF 
$3,000,000 BONDS HEREIN AUTHO-
RIZED; AND PROVIDING FOR A TAX 
TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND IN-
TEREST ON SAID BONDS. (Adopted 
June 5, 2017) object or purpose: to finance 
the cost of the purchase of equipment re-
quired to replace telephones and associ-
ated equipment, including incidental and 
necessary implementation vendor costs, 
all as set forth in the County’s Current 
Year Capital Budget, as amended amount 
of obligations to be issued and period of 
probable usefulness:  $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ; 
five (5) years Dated: June 19, 
2017, White Plains, New York, Sunday 
Vanderberg, Clerk and Chief Adminis-
trative Officer of the County Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westchester,  
New York

LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by the 
Board of Legislators on June 5, 2017, and 
approved by the County Executive on June 
13, 2017, and the validity of the obliga-
tions authorized by such Bond Act may be 
hereafter contested only if such obligations 
were authorized for an object or purpose 
for which the County of Westchester, in 
the State of New York, is not authorized to 
expend money or if the provisions of law 
which should have been complied with as 
of the date of publication of this Notice 
were not substantially complied with, and 
an action, suit or proceeding contesting 
such validity is commenced within twenty 
days after the publication of this Notice, 
or such obligations were authorized in 
violation of the provisions of the Con-
stitution. Complete copies of the Bond 
Act summarized herewith shall be avail-

able for public inspection during normal 
business hours at the Office of the Clerk 
of the Board of Legislators of the County 
of Westchester, New York, for a period 
of twenty days from the date of publica-
tion of this Notice. ACT NO. 101 - 2017 
BOND ACT AUTHORIZING THE IS-
SUANCE OF $350,000 BONDS OF THE 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO 
MUCH THEREOF AS MAY BE NECES-
SARY, TO FINANCE THE COST TO 
UPDATE THE COUNTY WIDE DIGI-
TAL BASE MAP; STATING THE ESTI-
MATED MAXIMUM COST THEREOF 
IS $350,000; STATING THE PLAN OF 
FINANCING SAID COST INCLUDES 
THE ISSUANCE OF $350,000 BONDS 
HEREIN AUTHORIZED; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR A TAX TO PAY THE 
PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON 
SAID BONDS. (Adopted June 5, 2017)
object or purpose: to finance the cost of 
updating the County-wide digital base 
map, including the purchase of data ac-
cess tools and software, all as set forth in 
the County’s Current Year Capital Budget, 
as amended amount of obligations to be 
issued and period of probable usefulness: 
$350,000; five (5) years Dated: June 19, 
2017, White Plains, New York, Sunday 
Vanderberg, Clerk and Chief Adminis-
trative Officer of the County Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westches-
ter, New York

LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by the 
Board of Legislators on June  5,  2017 
and approved by the County Executive 
on June 13, 2017 and the validity of the 
obligations authorized by such Bond Act 
may be hereafter contested only if such 
obligations were authorized for an ob-
ject or purpose for which the County of 
Westchester, in the State of New York, 
is not authorized to expend money or if 
the provisions of law which should have 
been complied with as of the date of pub-
lication of this Notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting such validity is 
commenced within twenty days after the 
publication of this Notice, or such obliga-
tions were authorized in violation of the 
provisions of the Constitution. Complete 
copies of the Bond Act summarized here-
with shall be available for public inspec-
tion during normal business hours at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Board of Legis-
lators of the County of Westchester, New 
York, for a period of twenty days from the 
date of publication of this Notice.
ACT NO. 105 - 2017 BOND ACT AU-
THORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$250,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO MUCH 
THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO FINANCE THE COST OF PLAN-
NING RECREATIONAL AREA IM-
PROVEMENTS TO CRANBERRY 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on next page
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LAKE PRESERVE LOCATED IN 
NORTH WHITE PLAINS; STATING 
THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST 
THEREOF IS $250,000; STATING THE 
PLAN OF FINANCING SAID COST IN-
CLUDES THE ISSUANCE OF $250,000 
BONDS HEREIN AUTHORIZED TO 
FINANCE SUCH COST; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR A TAX TO PAY THE 
PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON 
SAID BONDS. (Adopted June 5, 2017)
object or purpose: to finance the cost of 
planning recreational area improvements 
to Cranberry Lake Preserve, located in 
North White Plains, including resurfacing 
the entrance drive and parking lots, pro-
viding additional parking spaces, handi-
capped access to the nature center from 
the parking areas, accessible trails and 
boardwalk to the lake and associated site 
work and landscaping; all as set forth in 
the County’s current year Capital Budget, 
as amended. amount of obligations to be 
issued: and period of probable usefulness: 
$250,000; five (5) years Dated: June 19, 
2017 White Plains, New York, Sunday 
Vanderberg, Clerk and Administrative 
Officer of the County Board of Leg-
islators of the County of Westchester,  
New York

LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by the 
Board of Legislators on June 5,  2017 and 
approved by the County Executive on 
June 13, 2017 and the validity of the obli-
gations authorized by such Bond Act may 
be hereafter contested only if such obliga-
tions were authorized for an object or pur-
pose for which the County of Westchester, 
in the State of New York, is not authorized 
to expend money or if the provisions of 
law which should have been complied 
with as of the date of publication of this 
Notice were not substantially complied 
with, and an action, suit or proceeding 
contesting such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after the publication 
of this Notice, or such obligations were 
authorized in violation of the provisions 
of the Constitution. Complete copies of 
the Bond Act summarized herewith shall 
be available for public inspection during 
normal business hours at the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board of Legislators of 
the County of Westchester, New York, for 
a period of twenty days from the date of 
publication of this Notice.
ACT NO. 106 - 2017 BOND ACT AU-
THORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$500,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO MUCH 
THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO FINANCE THE COST OF AC-
QUISITION OF A RESCUE/PUMPER 
VEHICLE FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF EMERGENCY SERVICES; STAT-
ING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 
COST THEREOF IS $500,000; STAT-
ING THE PLAN OF FINANCING SAID 

COST INCLUDES THE ISSUANCE OF 
$500,000 BONDS HEREIN AUTHO-
RIZED TO FINANCE SUCH COST; 
AND PROVIDING FOR A TAX TO 
PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND IN-
TEREST ON SAID BONDS. (Adopted 
June 5, 2017) object or purpose: to fi-
nance the cost of acquisition of a Rescue/
Pumper Vehicle for the Department of 
Emergency Services; all as set forth in the 
County’s current year Capital Budget, as 
amended. amount of obligations to be is-
sued: and period of probable usefulness: 
$500,000; twenty (20) years Dated: June 
19, 2017, White Plains, New York, Sun-
day Vanderberg, Clerk and Administra-
tive Officer of the County Board of Leg-
islators of the County of Westchester, 
New York

EMWRE LLC Articles of Org. filed with 
NY Sec of State (SSNY) on 04/18/17 Of-
fice: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to registered agent, United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. at 7014 
13th Avenue Suite 202, Brooklyn NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AL-
BAN1 LLC. Arts of Org. filed with New 
York Secy of State (SSNY) on 10/27/16. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
Mail process to: 9 Noble Avenue, Bronx-
ville, NY 10708. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Quick 
Body Solutions, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/30/2017. Office loca-
tion: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 495 Odell Avenue, Suite 
6F, Yonkers, NY 10703. PURPOSE: Any 
lawful act or activity.

PERFORMANCE RIGGING SOLU-
TIONS, LLC, Application of Authority, 
filed with the SSNY on 4/28/17, Office lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 47 Lake Place 
N, Danbury, CT 06810.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION of a girl 
named Rian LLC. Authority filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 5/8/2017. 
Office location: Westchester County. LLC 
formed in DE on 3/27/2017. SSNY desig-
nated agent upon whom process may be 
served against LLC to: 3422 Old Capitol 
Trail, Ste. 700, Wilmington, DE 19808. 
Principal business address: 43 Beech-
wood, Irvington, NY 10533. Certificate 

of LLC filed with Secy of State of DE lo-
cated at: 401 Federal St. #4, Dover, DE 
19901. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UNICO 
NY LLC  Arts of Org filed with Secy of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 3/10/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 10 Wilton Road, Pleas-
antville NY, 10570. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF REGAL 
VOYAGE International, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 4/7/17. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Terry Mansfield and Victoria 
Mansfield, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Os-
sining, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 731 Saw Mill Riv-
er Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. Pur-
pose: any lawful acts.

MISCELLANEOUS
CEMETERY PLOTS Rosehill Memorial 
Park. Beautiful, elevated garden E level 5. 
$7,500. Please call 203-595-5414.

WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
Poconos Land Liquidation 30 Mile 
Views! 5 star location. Paved roads, utili-
ties 2+ Acres only $19,900. 80% Off! 2 hrs 
NYC. Excellent Financing Call Now 888-
320-0920

TUTORING
READING TUTOR M.S. Ed.,  Ph.D.  
Remediation and support for children 
in grades K-4 experiencing reading dif-
ficulties.  Phonics-based instruction  
with lots of  reassurance and encourage-
ment.  amslitskills@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm  

for the next week’s  publication
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ACROSS
1. Dietary passing craze
4. NYPD alert, for short
7. Expression of understanding
10. Bullring cheer
11. Top executive
12. Voyage preceder
13. Degrees
14. Hopkins, Quinn & Bourdain 
would buy gold &
diamonds at this JV Mall 
location, _____ Jewelers
16. Gossip, slangily
18. Antony’s mistress
20. Affirmative votes
24. Silent Marx brother
26. Peter and others
27. Groupings of 8
29. Middle-eastern kingdom
30. Like a miser
32. Civil Rights icon or 
Yorktown fruit farm
35. Bart, to Homer Simpson
38. Be in debt
39. Poppycock
40. Tuna type
41. Greeting
42. Goes with Lanka
43. Former transatlantic plane: 

Abbr.
DOWN
1. Watch chain
2. __ __ carte
3. End of a meal
4. Healthy berry
5. Cent
6. Compromised computers 
running on automatic
7. Blood-typing letters
8. Cupcake
9. Some
15. Plant with blue flowers used 
for perfume and
condiments
17. Russian coin
18. Comedy actress Margaret
19. Resin
21. Indian turnovers
22. Long time period
23. Tax form ID
25. Not these or those
28. Man of La Mancha
31. Goes with Spumanti
32. Hit the jackpot
33. W.W. II battle site, for short
34. Was winning a race
36. Words of understanding
37. Tiny insect
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10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17
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30 31
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38 39 40
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Across

1. Dietary passing craze

4. NYPD alert, for short

7. Expression of understanding

10. Bullring cheer

11. Top executive

12. Voyage preceder

13. Degrees

14. Hopkins, Quinn & Bourdain would buy gold & 
diamonds at this JV Mall location, _____ Jewelers

16. Gossip, slangily

18. Antony's mistress

20. Affirmative votes

24. Silent Marx brother

26. Peter and others

27. Groupings of 8

29. Middle-eastern kingdom

30. Like a miser

32. Civil Rights icon or Yorktown fruit farm

35. Bart, to Homer Simpson

38. Be in debt

39. Poppycock

40. Tuna type

41. Greeting

42. Goes with Lanka

43. Former transatlantic plane: Abbr.

Down

1. Watch chain

2. __  __ carte

3. End of a meal

4. Healthy berry

5. Cent

6. Compromised computers running on automatic

7. Blood-typing letters

8. Cupcake

9. Some

15. Plant with blue flowers used for perfume and 
condiments

17. Russian coin

18. Comedy actress Margaret

19. Resin

21. Indian turnovers

22. Long time period

23. Tax form ID

25. Not these or those

28. Man of La Mancha

31. Goes with Spumanti

32. Hit the jackpot

33. W.W. II battle site, for short

34. Was winning a race

36. Words of understanding

37. Tiny insect

Crossword

PLAZA SALON
$1 OFF 
CUTS

PLAZA SALON
$5 OFF 

CHEMICAL 
SERVICES
PLAZA SALON

FREE  
BOTTLE OF 

SHAMPOO OR 
CONDITIONER
For New Customers 

with Service

Je� erson Valley Mall 
(Lower Level near Macy’s)

Yorktown Heights (914) 962-9064
Mon. -Sat. 9:am- 9:30 pm. Sun: 10am- 6pm

No appointment necessary. 
Special attention to children

A  
Beautiful 

You!
By 

Plaza Salon

You!
Plaza Salon

OPI 
$6.99

Women, Men & Children
We Specialize in all the Latest Color Trends 

Umbre, Foils, Color, Keratin Straight,
Perms, Blowouts & Updos

We are DEVA Certi� ed with Two Stylists
We carry over 20 di� erent product lines

at the LOWEST prices anywhere!
DEVA, Redkin, Matrix, Biolage, 

Living Proof, It’s a 10, Milk Shake, 
Moroccan Oil, Pureology, 

Chi, Crew, Keratin, Style Edit, 
Bain DeTerre, Royal Moroccan, Hempz, 

Babyliss, Paul Mitchell, 
Biosilk, Nioxin & Wella

A Full 
Service Salon

Women, Men & Children

A Full 
Service Salon

� reading 
Available

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS 
914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
Visit 

TheExaminerNews.com 
and click on Puzzles  

at the top of the  
homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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As the early favorites in the 12U District 33 Little League World Series Tournament, the Cortlandt American bats have been hot in opening-round wins against Cortlandt National, 13-4, and Briarcliff, 21-0. Against 
CNLL, the CALL-Stars went deep three times, breaking open the game in the top of  the 4th. Andrew Chisholm and Joey Malaspina went yard back-to-back and a few batters later Danny Witters hit a killer three-run 
shot to open the flood gates.CALL P Gavin Carlucci threw four solid innings, giving up two runs in the first but settling in to pitch a scoreless 2nd, 3rd and 4th. Justin Ramos and Cameron Hawley were also solid 
in relief. Cortlandt opened District 33 play last Thursday with a 21-0 win over Briarcliff. The offensive attack was led by the crusher, Sammy Stafura (2-5, 2 HRs, 7 RBI), and Gavin Carlucci (3-5, HR / 4 RBI). Every 
CALL player had at least one hit in the win. The game was tight through three innings (0-0) and P Aidan Cohall was sharp to keep CALL in it until the bats heated up. Next up for CALL is a winners bracket game 
against Croton Wednesday 6/28 at St. Columbanus field at 5:45 for the likes of  (above) Gavin Carlucci, Sammy Stafura, TJ Surace, Andrew Chisholm, Cameron Hawley, Derek Hawley, Justin Ramos, Austin Pagliettini, 
Aidan Cohall, Joey Malaspina, Danny Witters, Anthony Jaeschke and coaches Jeremy Carlucci, Matt Hawley and Joe Surace –By Ray Gallagher

CALL-ing All-Stars!

Cortland American Romping 
Through D-33 Little League Tourney
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Boys’ Lax NotebookSports

Unbeaten Yorktown Bandits Hand Mahopac 1st Loss in 11U Action

Mahopac’s Quentin Bally takes a rip in 11U GHVBL action during the 
Indians’ 12-7 loss to the Yorktown Bandits last Saturday.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

The Shrub Oak Storm 8U Travel Baseball team recently completed a 12-1 Spring season 
and capped it off  with an exciting 10-0 win against East Fishkill in the Greater Hudson Valley 
Baseball League Spring Championship game. The win came on the heels of  a Fall GHVBL 
Championship in which the Storm went 16-0. In this year’s Championship game, played at 
Downing Field in Yorktown Heights on June 4th, the Storm was led by stellar pitching from aces 
Max Selinger and Thomas Imperati. Selinger started the game and threw 3 strong shutout 
innings while collecting 6 strikeouts. Imperati entered in the 4th inning and closed the game 
out with 3 strong innings of  his own including a strikeout of  the last East Fishkill batter 
leading to a Storm celebration on the infield. The Storm offense collected twelve hits on the 
day and was led offensively by Selinger(3 hits), Imperati(2 hits), Matthew Clyman (2 hits, 3 
RBI’s), Jake Bruno (2 hits) and Mike Zumatto (2 RBI’s). Excellent defense was provided by 
Raymond Ameneiros(Catcher), Louie Vernagallo (3B), Vincent Lugo(1B), Michael Lucia(LF) 
and Joseph LaPeruta(2B).  “This team is blessed with a deep pitching staff, good defense 
and great hitters”, manager Lou Vernagallo said. “We can throw a multitude of  pitchers out 
there at any time and all our players can hit for contact. The best part is we are a young team 
and we continue to integrate younger players into our lineup.” “I believe this coaching staff  
excels in teaching and mentoring young players and preparing them for competitive baseball”. 
The Storm will not have much time to celebrate as they prepare to defend their title in the 
upcoming GHVBL Summer season.   The Storm was coached by Lou Vernagallo, Anthony 
LaPeruta and Joe Lucia.

8U Shrub Oak Storm  
Caps Near Perfect Season

Mahopac’s Joey Koch makes nice catch 
in Indians’ 12-7 loss to the Yorktown 
Bandits in 11U Greater Hudson Valley 
Baseball League action last Saturday.

Yorktown Bandit Cameron Baker slides in safely at home in 12-7 win over Mahopac in GHVBL 
11U action.

Mahopac P Chris Sapienza fires pitch in Indians’ 12-7 
loss to Yorktown Bandits in GHVBL action last Saturday.

Yorktown Bandit P William McCarthy delivers pitch in 
12-7 win over Mahopac Indians in GHVBL 11U action 
last Saturday.

Yorktown Bandit Michael Curnyn takes rip in 12-7 win 
over Mahopac in 11U GHVBL action.

Youngsters like Mahopac lefty Giovani Segarra, a 
fourth-grader with guile and sizzle, is one to keep 
an eye on in the future.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO



Seriously, I want to 
know if the future is as 
bright as the past; maybe 
not in the real world, 
which has kind of gone off 
the deep end, but within 
this safe, little sports 
cocoon in which I exist, 
so I’m asking for y’all to 
send me your weekly 
updates and photos to 
rayga l l ag hersp or ts@
gmail.com as we head 

into the dog days of summer. 
With varsity sports now in the rear-view 

mirror for the next couple of months, we’re 
looking to highlight the little guy, the guy/
gal who will grace these pages from 2017 
to 2027, so don’t hold back. Shutterbugs, 
please snap away, coaches please do your 
due diligence with weekly recaps every 
Sunday and I’ll blow the kids up each and 
every Tuesday.

Lord knows, it’s the kids that keep me 
upbeat, because the “adults” on Facebook 
and Twitter just can’t seem to get along 
these days with all the liberal-driven 
“resistance” and what not featured and 
glorified in platforms like the New York 
Times and NBC News.

It’s scary beyond the safe confines of 
sports, so I look forward to hearing about 
the next Roy Colsey at Yorktown or the 
next Ric Beardsley at Lakeland (as if there 

could ever be another Beardsley) or the 
next Elton Brand at Peekskill; because 
these radical left-wing wingnuts have 
scared the bejesus out of me. Not because 
I’m afraid to meet them head on as they 
approach, but because I fear what we’re 
leaving behind for the generations to 
come.

I worry for the future of my kids, my 
nieces and nephews, and your kids, too, 
because the world is 
dangerous. Thirty-
forty years ago we 
used to hitchhike from 
Putnam Valley to the 
Westchester Mall (now 
the Cortlandt Town 
Center) and get in the 
car with anyone willing 
to drive us. Can you imagine allowing 
your kids to do that now? 

Heck, the classroom used to be a safe 
haven, but let’s be honest: There are plenty 
of teachers and professors subliminally 
pushing the left-wing agenda that spits 
in the face of the very democracy we 
Americans have essentially conformed 
to since 1776; the U.S Civil War 
notwithstanding. (Just like there are right-
wing, local sports writers deliberately 
pushing the old-school agenda that once 
drove this country to prominence,  wink-
wink!) 

Is that what we really want, though? 

Do we really want to go down the path 
of civil discourse, because it sure as heck 
looks like that in radical hubs like U.C. 
Berkeley where they denounce anything 
offensive to their agenda, revile the 
Republican party and betray the president 
we democratically elected into office? 
Hollywood phonies leading the way!

Resilience, not resistance, is what 
makes this country great, Johnny Depp. 

Four years of obstinate 
resistance and assassination 
jokes is counterproductive, 
deeply troubling and ill-
willed, but this is what we 
can expect during the radical 
revolt. The Dems have three 
years to find themselves a 
legitimate leader, to put him/

her directly in President Trump’s path 
and go about it the way we have since 
Washington, Lincoln and Obama were 
voted into office; with civility and dignity, 
not degenerate defiance against a flawed 
president with no political experience.  (I 
nominate the bumbling Pelosi gal) 

I’m sorry, I’m just not here for the 
handouts any more. I get infuriated by 
friends/colleagues who occasionally bilk 
the system in any way, shape or form, 
so you can imagine how I feel about the 
illegal people in MY country who don’t 
pull their own weight and pay taxes, who 
drain MY tax dollars through welfare 

and refuse to go about the American 
dream the way it was intended: Through 
legal channels. I’ve got liberal friends, 
I’ve got friends in all communities who 
I admire (gay, straight, black, white) and 
I fancy myself a progressive republican 
with respect for all, and I know for a fact 
that embracing OUR democracy is far 
better than the tyranny we’ve opened our 
borders to. There has to be a limit to our 
good will, or we shall cease to advance as 
a nation.

You think it’s tough living in New 
York now; where taxes are higher than 
anywhere in the world and millions have 
their hands out looking for more freebies? 
Just wait and see what it’s like if we don’t 
nip this insanity in the bud, because it isn’t 
gonna end well if we don’t.

Thankfully, I find my solace on ballfields 
and gymnasiums, but I can only hide there 
for so long until I find out another 20 or 
so people are dead at the hands of terror. 
Eventually, I have to come back to the 
real world and wonder when and if it will 
ever provide the protection the ballfield 
currently grants me, so, to get back to 
my point: Send me your snapshots, your 
team shots with happy, smiling faces and 
trophies, and I’ll keep blowing up the kids 
up (in a good way)… we can all use the 
respite.
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Class B LAX NotebookSports

Direct 
Rays

Sports, Ballfields Are My Safe Zone

Renegades Power Up in Brooklyn, Use Long Ball to Top Cyclones

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

By Josh Carey
BROOKLYN, NY—The Hudson Valley 

Renegades swatted four homeruns, which 
brought in seven runs as they defeated the 
Brooklyn Cyclones 10-4 Saturday night at 
MCU Park. 

On Sunday, the first three hitters in the 
Renegades lineup went a combined 6-14 
with four RBI and three runs scored as 
Hudson Valley won their second-straight 
game over the Brooklyn Cyclones 5-3 
Sunday afternoon at MCU Park.

The Renegades drew first blood 
Saturday by scoring the first two runs of 
the game.  In the first, second baseman 
Vidal Brujan (.409 BA) was hit with a 
pitch to start the game, then moved to 
second on a stolen base.  From there, he 
was brought home on an RBI single to left 
by centerfielder Emilio Gustave to give 
Hudson Valley a 1-0 lead.

The Renegades would add to their lead 
in the second when designated hitter 
Rafelin Lorenzo (.471 BA) blasted a solo 
homerun to left make the score 2-0.  It 
was Lorenzo’s first homer of the year.

Brooklyn, however, tied the game with 
two runs in the fourth.  With two out 
and runners at first and second, second 
baseman Walter Rasquin brought in both 

runners on a single to left.  Third baseman 
Carl Stajduhar scored from first and 
leftfielder Jeremy Wolf hustled around 
the bases from first to tie the game at two 
apiece.

Hudson Valley (4-2) would get those 
runs back, and then some, in the fifth.  First 
baseman Matt Dacey led off the inning 
with a single to right, then scored on a 
two-run homer to left by third baseman 
Bill Pujols (1) to give the Renegades a 4-2 
lead.  Later in the inning, with runners 

at the corners and 
two out, rightfielder 
Angel Perez singled in 
Gustave from third to 
make the score 5-2.

The Renegades 
added to their lead by 
plating a run in the 
sixth.  With Lorenzo 
on second, following 
a double, and two 
away shortstop Deion 
Tansel laced a double 
of his own to leftfield 
to score Lorenzo and 
increase the lead to 
6-2.

Hudson Valley 
though would put 

the game away with a four-run eighth.  
After Lorenzo led off with a walk, Dacey 
swatted his first homer of the year over 
the leftfield wall to increase the lead to 
8-3.  Two outs later, Brujan singled then 
scored on another two-run homer; this 
one by Gustave to left give the Renegades 
their largest lead of the game at 10-3.

Leading the way offensively for Hudson 
Valley was Gustave who had three of 
the Renegades 15 hits.  The centerfielder 

homered, drove in three runs and scored 
twice.  Lorenzo also had three hits with 
a homer, double, RBI and three runs 
scored.  Dacey, Perez and Tansel chipped 
in with two hits apiece.  Dacey homered 
and drove in two while scoring twice.  
Tansel doubled twice and drove in a run.

Getting the win for the Renegades 
was reliever Reign Letkeman (1-0) who 
allowed two runs on two hits in three 
innings of work.  He also struck out two.  

The Renegades 
return to ‘The Dutch’ 
on Wednesday when 
they open a six-game 

homestand against the 
Lowell Spinners.  

Tickets can be purchased 
online at hvrenegades.
com or by calling the 

ticket office at 
845-838-0094.



June 27 - July 3, 2017 28 The Northern Westchester Examiner

Yorktown Bandits’ Calvin Molloy, who had two clutch hits to give his team the edge, slides in safely ahead of  the tag of  Mahopac 3B Quentin Bally’s tag in the Bandits’ 12-7 win over the Indians last Saturday in 
11U Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League action. Yorktown’s William McCarthy (2 hits), Joe Granitto (3 hits, 2 triples and 3 RBI) and Cameron Baker (2 hits) also supplied some big-time pop for the Bandits, 
who improved to a front-running 5-0 in B League action. Mahopac fell to 3-1 despite a solid pitching effort from Chris Sapienza.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

(800) 974-TURF

Protecting Your 
Outdoors Naturally  

Protecting Your 
Outdoors Naturally  

Monday-Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
www.truorganicpest.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • WC 21781 CO9

SPECIAL FIRST 
ORGANIC 

MOSQUITO SPRAY
$29.99

BOOK NOW!

ENJOY THE 
OUTDOORS AGAIN!

Our unique blend of 
products kills Mosquitoes 
on contact and destroys 

their eggs. Let us help you 
enjoy your yard... 

MINUS the Mosquitoes!

MOSQUITO 
DANGERS

West Nile Virus, malaria, 
Dengue Fever, 

Yellow Fever and more 
infectious diseases can be 

carried by a single bite. 
Don’t be another victim.

OUTDOORS AGAIN!
West Nile Virus, malaria, 

MOSQUITO SPRAY

West Nile Virus, malaria, 

Calvin 
Cool 

Edge!
Yorktown 

Bandits Steal 
Win from 

Mahopac in 
11U GHVBL 


