
By Rick Pezzullo
Local municipalities in the 40th Sen-

ate District will be receiving additional 
funding in the recently approved state 
budget to repave and repair roadways.

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) announced he had helped 
secure more than $4.4 million as part 
of the New York State Department of 
Transportation’s Consolidated Local 
Street and Highway Improvement Pro-
gram (CHIPS), Extreme Weather Recov-
ery (EWR) and Local PAVE-NY 2017-18 
budget.

“If our roads crumble, so does our 
ability to attract new business to the 
Hudson Valley,” Murphy said. “As our 
towns and villages continue to grow, 
we need to make sure our roads are safe 
and trouble-free. I’ve always said there’s 
no Republican or Democratic way to fix 
a pot hole, only the right way! With an 

increase in funding, towns will be get-
ting an additional bump to fix all those 
bumps in the roads.”

Of the 15 municipalities Murphy rep-
resents in Westchester County, Yorktown 
will get the largest boost in funding from 
this year, $71,475, for a total of $535,845.

Terrence Murphy at a rally in Albany.
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Local Municipalities to Receive 
More State Aid for Roadways

By Rick Pezzullo
A longtime bus driver for the Lakeland 

School District has vowed to appeal her 
recent termination from alleged charg-
es of misconduct she has continued to 
claim stemmed from a union dispute she 
spearheaded on behalf of about 70 other 
drivers.

In a 5-3 vote, the Lakeland Board of 
Education opted on April 6 to go along 
with a March 24 recommendation from 
a hearing officer to fire Marina Viera, 14 
months after she was suspended with 
pay.

“They want me fired because I blew the 

whistle,” remarked Viera, a bus driver for 
the last 17 years. “This was premeditated. 
They were looking for things.”

Last year, Viera contended she was tar-
geted by district administrators, specifi-
cally Transportation Supervisor Kath-
leen Cummings, after she and others 
filed a petition in April 2015 to remove 
some union representatives over alleged 
“improper procedures.” Those improper 
procedures, according to Viera, involved 
a driver climbing the seniority ladder to 
choose a route in front of other deserv-
ing drivers.

A complaint was also filed by Viera 

and a handful of others with the state 
Public Employees Relations Board.

On February 4, 2016, Viera was for-
mally charged by Lakeland Superintend-
ent of Schools Dr. George Stone with 15 
counts of “misconduct and/or incompe-
tence,” alleging she took unauthorized 
15-20 minute breaks several days in No-
vember 2015 during her morning route 
after all her student passengers were 
dropped off.

Viera maintained the breaks for coffee 
and bathroom needs were commonplace 

Yorktown Student Honored
Yorktown High School Junior Smita Mohindra (shown with town Councilman Vishnu Patel, Library 
Director Patricia Hallinan, Head of  Children’s Services, Marca McClenon and parents Drs. Ajay 
and Reena Mohindra) has been awarded the Girl Scout gold Award for her extensive work in 
leading the “Coding Made Easy” class at the John C. Hart Memorial Library. Smita founded the 
class in 2015 to teach students how to code in a fun and interactive way.  In doing so, she 
sparked interest and encouraged enthusiasm in the sciences for dozens of  younger students. 
For her contribution to the Girl Scouts she was invited to speak at their annual Heart of  the 
Hudson Leadership Luncheon. In 2013 she participated at the 54th Annual Dutchess County 
Regional Science Fair and competed against 1,700 finalists nationwide, earning her an invitation 
to the White House where she was recognized by President Barack Obama.  She donated her 
$1,000 award to the 55th Annual Dutchess County Regional Science Fair.

Lakeland Bus Driver to Appeal Termination Decision

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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Marina Viera
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Q: Do I have sciatica?  
A: You probably do if you feel a sudden and severe 
pain, along with numbness and weakness, radiating 
from the buttocks down the back of one leg to the 
foot. The pain can be crippling. It is usually intense 
when you walk, diminishing when you lie down.  

Q: What causes sciatica?     
A: The sciatic nerve branches from the spine in the 
lower back through the hips and buttocks and runs 
down the back of each leg to the foot. Sciatica occurs 
when this nerve is pinched in the lower back by spinal 
disc herniation – protruding disc material – or by 
a larger fragment of disc material. Disc herniation 
usually occurs during normal activities, such as 
rising from bed.

Q: Am I at risk for sciatica?  
A: Sciatica is common. More than three million 
Americans are diagnosed with the condition annually.* 
Apart from the fact that 10 to 15 percent of patients 
have a family history of back problems, there are no 
risk factors. No behavior predisposes you to it.  
 

Q: What are my treatment options? 
A: If you have sciatica and it is not severe, you will 
typically receive oral steroids (anti-inflammatories) for 
seven days. Once you’re more mobile, you will engage 
in physical therapy for a period of time and then be 
re-evaluated.  If your symptoms persist, you may 
receive an injection of steroids at the nerve root 
to reduce pain. If this regimen fails, physicians will 
offer surgery. However, if a patient comes in unable 
to stand – basically bed-bound – we advise surgery 
sooner. It is important to know that 80 to 90 percent 
of patients get better without surgery.

Q: What can I expect from surgery for sciatica? 
A: This minimally invasive procedure takes under 
an hour, and consists of removing the disc material 
pressing on the nerve. Most patients are pain-free 
following surgery. We have seen patients who arrived 
unable to stand or walk for more than a few minutes, 
walk out the same day after surgery, completely 
asymptomatic. Sciatica recurs in ten percent of people, 
who may suffer recurrent bouts of the condition 
throughout their life.

Pain Shooting Down One Leg?  
What you need to know about symptoms 
and treatment of sciatica...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
John Abrahams, MD, FAANS
Chief, Neurosurgery
Co-Director, Spine Surgery, 
Orthopedic & Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about Dr. Abrahams 
and advanced spine surgery at 
nwhorthoandspine.org

* http://umm.edu/health/medical/reports/articles/
   back-pain-and-sciatica

“The increased allocation of funding 
is appreciated and will help our highway 
department keep pace with their efforts 
to maintain our local roads,” said York-
town Supervisor Michael Grace. “A sol-

id, well-maintained infrastructure will 
benefit our local economy, and keep our 
roadways safe for commuters, visitors 
and families.”

“We are very grateful to Senator Mur-
phy for his work on behalf of the people 
of Yorktown,” said Yorktown Highway 

Superintendent Dave Paganelli, who 
served with Murphy on the Yorktown 
Town Board. “The additional funds he 
was able to get will go a long way toward 
solving some of our paving issues.”

Other area municipalities whose 
highway budgets will expand from this 

year are Cortlandt, rising $56,342 to 
$427,370; Somers, jumping $40,956 to 
$310,518; Peekskill, increasing $38,291 
to $376,141; Croton-on-Hudson, 
ballooning by $27,585 to $208,928; 
and Buchanan, increasing $9,009 to 
$70,028.

Local Municipalities to Receive More State Aid for Roadways
Continued from page 1

among bus drivers and did not constitute 
a “theft of time,” as the district alleged.

Viera was subjected to administrative 
hearings with the district this summer 
where the arbitrator was reportedly paid 
about $1,600 per day. She was put back 
on Lakeland’s payroll last September fol-
lowing the summer recess. Since being 
suspended by Lakeland, Viera has also 
been employed driving buses with Mon-
tauk bus company in the Putnam Valley 
School District.

“I can’t be that much of a danger if I’m 
working for another bus company,” she 
said.

During the hearings at the district’s ad-
ministrative offices in Shrub Oak, it was 
revealed that Viera received a five-day 
suspension and a letter of reprimand in 
2009 for using a district vehicle without 

authorization. However, Viera’s attorney, 
Russell Wheeler, argued the district had 
conceded at that time that misstep was 
likely unintentional and should not play 
a role in the determination of the alleged 
misconduct charges.

Wheeler also contended termination 
was not an appropriate penalty for the 
charges based on her positive perform-
ance evaluations as a driver and testi-
mony from parent witnesses, such as 
Thomas Martin, who described his con-
fidence in knowing Viera was assigned to 
transport his young granddaughter and 
spoke of her ability to competently op-
erate the school bus while managing the 
various “personalities” of student pas-
sengers.

However, during the hearings, the 
district pointed out in 2009 Viera was 
warned after she was reprimanded any 

“theft of time” would result in the district 
seeking her dismissal. Stone testified that 
Viera’s theft of time and prior acts of mis-
conduct rendered her untrustworthy.

Hearing Officer Arthur Riegel ruled 
Viera “at no point assumed responsibil-
ity for her actions.”

“She expressed no remorse and pro-
vided nothing in the way of assurance 
that, if reinstated, she would never again 
engage in the kind of conduct that led to 
her current situation,” Riegel stated. “The 
district has no basis to conclude that (Vi-
era) has been rehabilitated.”

Viera, who questioned why the district 
would spend tens of thousands of dol-
lars in legal fees from taxpayer’s money 
in a case where allegedly a few hundred 
dollars was earned during unauthorized 
breaks, said Lakeland had offered her “a 
deal” about seven times to settle her case, 

including resigning, but she declined.
“Why? I didn’t do anything. I said ab-

solutely not,” she said.
Now, faced with not being able to find 

employment again with a state agency, 
Viera said she has no choice but to fight 
back. She has 120 days to appeal in state 
Supreme Court.

Lakeland trustees who supported the 
termination were Vice President Denise 
Kness, Michael Daly, Steve Korn, Eliza-
beth Kogler and Rachelle Nardelli. Op-
posing the resolution were board Presi-
dent Carol Ann Dobson, Glen Malia and 
Karen Pressman. (Trustee Steve Rosen 
was absent).

Lakeland Bus Driver to Appeal Termination Decision
Continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
A Yorktown resident has filed an eth-

ics complaint against Supervisor Michael 
Grace, questioning Grace’s decision to 
take part in a Town Board vote to estab-
lish a local commercial tax abatement.

On April 4, Mark Lieberman requested 
the town’s Board of Ethics, which seldom 
meets, to review why Grace did not rec-
use himself from the February 21 vote, 
which occurred five days after a pre-pre-
liminary application was filed with the 
town’s Planning Department for a new 
40,000-square-foot commercial building 
that stretches from Murphy’s Restaurant 
to the Grace Building, which Grace owns 
across from Yorktown Town Hall.

Murphy’s Restaurant, owned by the 
family of state Senator Terrence Mur-
phy (R/Yorktown), would be demolished 
under plans submitted by Unicorn Con-
tracting Corporation.

Lieberman stated under the terms of 
the 485b tax abatement program, which 
the Town Board unanimously adopted, 
Grace could receive a reduction in town 
taxes based on an increased value of his 
property because of the new develop-
ment if its approved.

“These two events are just too close 
together to ignore and the appearance 
of a conflict of interest exists,” Lieber-
man stated. “It appears that discussions 
between Supervisor Grace and Unicorn 
Contracting were very likely in the works 
at the time of the preparation and sign-
ing of the Tax Abatement Law. The su-
pervisor should have recused himself 
from voting on the Tax Abatement Law 
because he may well have known that 
his property, the Grace Building, at 360 
Underhill Avenue, was part of a redevel-
opment plan that may qualify for the tax 
abatement.”

Grace, who is running for a fourth 
two-year term in November, briefly re-
spond to an email seeking comment on 
Lieberman’s complaint, which he tied 
to his possible Democratic opponent, 

Melvyn Tanzman.
“I will not comment on the ethics com-

plaint as I see it as having absolutely no 
merit. The complaint is politically mo-
tivated and only further reinforces the 
anti-business mindset of my potential 
adversary for supervisor,” Grace stated. 
“The advancement of the 485b tax abate-
ment program will prove to be another 
economic catalyst approved by all mem-
bers of the town board.”

In early April, Grace appeared be-
fore the Yorktown Board of Education 
and Lakeland Board of Education ask-

ing school officials to opt into the tax 
abatement program. During the April 6 
Lakeland work session, Grace said since 
school taxes are about two-thirds of a 
property owner’s tax bill commercial 
land owners would benefit most if school 
boards were on board with the incentive.

“This is a program that is available to 
us and we want to use it,” Grace said. “We 
look at it as a way to incentivize business 
in town and have new businesses open in 
the town and catch traction. We have to 
be aggressive in our approach as a gov-
ernment.”

In his letter, Lieberman cited Section 
45-5of the town’s Ethics Code, which 
states: “No town official or employee 
may participate in any decision or take 
any official action with respect to any 
matter requiring the exercise of discre-
tion, including discussing the matter and 
voting on it, when he or she knows or 
has reason to know that the action could 
confer a direct or indirect financial or 
material benefit on himself or herself, a 
family member, or any private organiza-
tion in which he or she is deemed to have 
an interest.”

Resident Files Ethics Complaint Against Supervisor Grace

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 
selection of wines and spirits 

DELIVERED RIGHT 
TO YOUR DOOR...FOR FREE!

Simply place your order Online and select 
“Local Delivery Free” as your shipping option 

($100 minimum order). We are 
currently delivering to Yorktown Heights 

and the neighboring communities of 
Mt. Kisco, Katonah, Somers, Bedford Hills, 

Croton, Cortlandt, Ossining, 
Chappaqua, Millwood, Bedford and Peekskill. 
For full details and restrictions, please check our 

website-suburbanwines.com

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 

LOCAL

Hess Select
Cabernet $14.97 Hanging Vine 

Cabernet $9.97
Hess Select
Chardonnay

Kenwood Sonoma 
Chardonnay

Pinnacle
Vodka

A by Acacia
Chardonnay

Cadonini
Pinot Grigio

McManis
Cabernet

Frenzy Sauvignon 
Blanc

Ketel One
Vodka

Tall Poppy 
Cabernet or Shiraz

Santi 
Pinot Grigio

Stone Cellars Chardonnay 
or Cabernet

Wolffer Estate
Rosé

The Pinot Project 
Pinot Noir

Dewars
Scotch

$8.97 $9.97
$19.97

1.75 LT

$10.97
1.5 LT

$8.97
$9.97
1.5 LT

$8.97

$9.97
$9.97

$9.97 $15.97
$9.97

$34.97
1.75 LT

$39.97
1.75 LT
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Graduate Open House

LIU.EDU/HUDSON

OR

• Teacher Education ~  
(Early Childhood, Childhood, 
Adolescent, Special Education, 
Autism, Literacy, TESOL and 
Bilingual)

•Educational Leadership

•Crisis Management  

•School Counseling 

• Mental Health Counseling 
 (with CASAC Option)

• School Psychology  
(Bilingual Extension Available) 

• Marriage and Family Therapy 
(with CASAC Option)

• Business Administration  
(M.B.A. or Advanced Certificate) 

• Public or Health Administration  
(M.P.A.) 

• Pharmaceutics 
(Cosmetic Science or Industrial 
Pharmacy)

M A S T E R ’ S  A N D  A D V A N C E D  C E R T I F I C A T E  P R O G R A M S

MEET WITH FACULTY 
DIRECTORS

AFTERNOON & NIGHT 
GRAD CLASSES 

TOUR CAMPUS

LIU Hudson Extension Site at  
Rockland Community College 

Student Union Room 3214 
Rockland Community College

145 College Road, Suffern, NY 1090
RSVP: Rockland@liu.edu 

LIU Hudson at Westchester
Dance Building Annex

SUNY Purchase
735 Anderson Hill Road

Purchase, NY, 10570 
RSVP: Westchester@liu.edu

By Neal Rentz
The often heated issue of municipalities 

cooperating with the federal government 
to remove undocumented immigrants not 
accused of crimes has moved to the Town 
of Somers.

The Sanctuary City debate has gained 
steam since President Donald Trump was 
inaugurated. The new administration has 
called for tougher enforcement of immi-
gration laws and has threatened cutting off 
some federal aid to Sanctuary Cities.

On April, the Somers Town Board de-
clined to a request from several local resi-
dents to make the town a Sanctuary City. 
Earlier this month, resident Michael Blum 
presented the town board with a petition 
signed by about 100 people calling on 
Somers have that designation.

In response to the petition, Supervisor 
Rick Morrissey read a prepared statement 
at last week’s town board meeting in oppo-
sition to having Somers become a Sanctu-
ary City.

“The petition seeks to reaffirm Somers 
as a welcoming community,” Morrissey 
said. “The town has and always will wel-
come all people of good will, regardless 
of their race, religion, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, immigration status or 
political viewpoint. The town board has 
made a pledge to protect the civil rights of 
all residents when we were sworn into of-
fice and that commitment has not wavered. 
Discrimination of any kind will not be tol-
erated by this town government.”

Morrissey said the petition “seeks to 
codify some policies, including those hav-
ing to do with immigration status.” 

Legislation to make New York a Sanc-
tuary State is supported by the Assembly 
but not the state Senate, Morrissey noted, 
adding Governor Andrew Cuomo has not 
expressed support for the proposal.

Enforcement of immigration laws is 
not a local issue, Morrissey said. All police 
departments in the state are mandated to 
enforce state and local laws, he said. “Im-
migration is a federal law which does not 
fall under the town’s purview,” he said. 

Morrissey said he would leave public 
safety and enforcement up to the police 
department. 

“I do not believe it’s in the best interest of 
our residents for the town board to codify 
procedures that frankly do not impact our 
local government operations,” Morrissey 
remarked.

Blum said the wanted the town board 
to consider the petition. But Councilman 
Thomas Garrity said he and his colleagues 
represent all of the roughly 21,000 resi-
dents of Somers, not just 100 people who 
signed Blum’s petition. About a dozen of 
the people who signed the petition do not 
live in Somers, Garrity said. Blum said he 
was not speaking for all Somers residents 
on the immigration issue. 

Councilman William Faulkner said it 
was not up to the town to decide which 
laws to enforce.

Blum told the town board he was willing 
to work with it to change the language in 
his petition to make it acceptable to them.

All but one of the residents who spoke 
about the Sanctuary City concept support-

ed it last week. Catherine Gallagher asked 
that since none of the town board mem-
bers (Councilman Anthony Cirieco did 
not attend last week’s meeting) were willing 
to approve becoming a Sanctuary City if 
the issue could be tabled and brought back 
to a future agenda. While none of the town 
board members spoke in favor of tabling 
the issue, Garrity told Gallagher any resi-
dent seeking to speak about the issue in the 
future could do so during the public com-

 NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Somers resident Michael Blum is asking the town 
board to pass a resolution calling on the town 
not to cooperate with the federal government in 
potentially deporting undocumented immigrants 
not charged with crimes. He addressed the town 
board on April 13.

Board Takes No Action on Sanctuary City Designation Request

Somers Supervisor Rick Morrissey read a 
statement in opposition to Blum’s petition 
seeking to have the town become a Sanctuary 
Cityh at the April 13 town board meeting. Continued on page 22
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THE LARGEST 
JEEP, CHRYSLER, DODGE, RAM DEALER 

IN WESTCHESTER AND PUTNAM COUNTY!

OVER FIVE ACRES OF NEW VEHICLES IN STOCK!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

 *36/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $2995,  DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, GRAND CHEROKEE $28,567, CHEROKEE $19,870, RAM 1500 $26,678, 10K   MILE 
ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVES ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 5/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED 
FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY4/30/17

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

NEW 2016 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED

4X4 • BEST SELLING SUV EVER!
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, LEATHER, SUNROOF, NAVIGATION, REMOTE 
START, BLIND SPOT WARNING STK# 16598J, MSRP $44,075

4X4 • TRUE NORTH EDITION!
4X4, AUTOMATIC, LEATHER, COMFORT AND SOUND GROUP, U-

CONNECT, 8.4 RADIO, STK#16453J, MSRP $31,755

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE TRUE NORTH

EXPRESS 4X4 ALL WHEEL DRIVE!
EXPRESS  PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 4X4. SPRAY ON BED LINER, 
POWER WINDOWS AND LOCKS,  STK#11899T, MSRP $42,655

$199 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$2995 DOWN

$245 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$2995 DOWN

$289 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$2995 DOWN

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4

ALL WHEEL DRIVE  4 DOOR SEDAN!
AUTOMATIC, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOY WHEELS, 

POWER WINDOWS AND LOCKS, NAVIGATION, DUAL 
PANE SUNROOF. STK#9346

IN STOCK  
AND 

AVAILABLE 
FOR 

IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY!

YES! BRAND NEW 2015 CHRYSLER

200C ALL WHEEL DRIVE

$22,995
SAVE $11,415

MSRP $34,410

YES! NOW IN STOCK!

ALL-NEW JEEP COMPASS
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Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Our $99 Tune-up Special 
Can’t Be Beat!

Air Conditioning Start-ups, 
Repairs & Tune-ups

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

By Rick Pezzullo
Stephanie Marquesano is on a mission 

to try to help families avoid the heart-
break she suffered when her 19-year-
old son, Harris, died from an accidental 
overdose in 2013.

Harris was diagnosed at age three 
with an anxiety disorder and later with 
ADHD. He received professional help 
throughout his life, but in high school 
he began experimenting/self-medicating 
with marijuana. That lead to misusing 
prescription drugs, which ultimately led 
to his death on October 23, 2013, shortly 
after he was discharged from a rehabilita-
tion program in Florida.

Following his death, Marquesano, 
who lives in Ardsley, founded the har-
ris project, a nonprofit organization that 
raises awareness about co-occurring dis-
orders (COD), which is a combination 
of one or more mental health challenges 
and substance misuse.

“I decided I needed to do something so 
young people could recognize disorders,” 
Marquesano said during an April 7 ap-
pearance at Lakeland High School, one 
of five local high schools taking part in 
the new initiative. (Walter Panas, York-
town, Hendrick Hudson, and Somers are 
also participating).

Marquesano decided to designate the 
first week of April as Co-Occurring Dis-

orders Awareness (CODA) week because 
Harris was born on April 8.

“For me, it is an opportunity to cel-
ebrate a life lost way too soon,” she said. 
“One of my goals is to bring our message 
to as many young people as I can. As the 

founder of the only non-profit commit-
ted to co-occurring disorders, I am hum-
bled to see the growth of this movement 
in such a short period of time.”

According to national studies, 32 per-
cent of youth in the United States ages 

13-18 have an anxiety disorder, and ap-
proximately 1 in 5 teens have a mental 
health disorder with significant impact 
in a given year. 

“We need to get to the underlying root 
cause,” said Westchester County De-
partment of Community Mental Health 
Commissioner Dr. Mark Herceg. “Many 
people with substance use disorders often 
fail to realize that they have a problem. 
And even when people suffering from 
addiction or mental illness to recognize 
their illness, the social stigma around 
these conditions makes many hesitate 
to get treatment. ‘Self-medication’ with 
drugs such as heroin or opioids in people 
with mental health issues is a common 
way in which mental illness gives rise to 
lifelong substance abuse.”

Students at area high schools have cre-
ated CODA clubs and held activities dis-
playing messages of encouragement and 
compassion.

“We hope that the club will help others 
to cope with illness in a healthy way that 
doesn’t involve drugs and alcohol,” said 
Lakeland sophomore Mahira Ahmad. 
“It’s difficult to cope.”

Further information about the harris 
project can be obtained by contacting 
Marquesano at theharrisproject@aol.
com or 914-980-6112.

 RICk PEzzuLLO PHOTO
Stephanie Marquesano poses with some faculty and student CODA club members at Lakeland High 
School. 

Mom Raises Awareness About Substance Abuse, Mental Health

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

July 5th through 
August 18th
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Jeffrey and Helen
Ginman
Jeffrey and Helen Ginman of York-

town Heights died suddenly in a tragic 
fire at their home on April 10. Jeffrey 
would have been 75 on April 30 of this 
year and Helen was 70. They both were 
longtime residents of Yorktown, having 
lived for there almost 50 years.

Jeffrey Ginman worked as the National 
Account Manager for Energizer Batter-
ies, working his way up from salesman.  
His career spanned almost 45 years. He 
was born in Yonkers in 1942 to Rolf and 
Marjorie Ginman. He earned a Bach-
elor’s Degree in economics from Colum-
bia University.

Jeffrey served in the Naval Reserve re-
ceiving an honorable discharge in 1968. 
As a young adult he was the lead singer in 
a rock band called the Esquires, playing 
with numerous greats like Fats Domino 
and Chuck Berry and headlining popu-
lar places like CBGB and the Cheetah. 
He also enjoyed rooting for the Mets and 
Giants. He was a tireless caregiver to his 
wife and eternally devoted to his family.  
He was selfless to a fault.

Helen was a homemaker, beloved 
mother to her children and a devoted 
wife. She was born in Manhattan in 
1947 to Matthew and Helen Campbell. 
She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Lib-
eral Arts from Marquette University. She 
enjoyed a number of hobbies in the arts 
including jewelry making, painting, and 
sketching. She was an avid animal lover 
and cared for numerous pets over the 
years. Such a sweet person you would 
never know.

They met randomly at a concert where 
Jeff was playing, the first concert Helen 
had ever attended. According to Helen 
when he passed by and said “hi” she 
thought he was awfully hot and sweaty 
and wasn’t impressed. Nevertheless, she 
agreed to go on a date, and the two were 
never to be separated for the next 50 plus 
years. A true love story. 

They are survived by their children 
Bryan, from Croton-on-Hudson, and 
Craig, from Glastonbury, CT, and his sis-
ter Janice who now lives in Sparkill, NY, 
and Brian and Craig’s spouses, and five 
grandchildren.

There will be a public Mass of Chris-
tian Burial at New St. Patrick’s Church 
on Wednesday, April 19, at 10 a.m. in 
Yorktown Heights, followed by a funeral 
procession leading to Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne.

Grace Ahrlich
Grace A, Ahrlich, a longtime resident 

of Carmel and a former resident of Town 
of New Castle and Mt. Kisco, died April 

1 at Salem Hills Healthcare Center in 
Purdys. She was 99.

Daughter of the late Joseph and Nora 
(Ehren) Vetter, she was born January 
28, 1918 in New Castle. She grew up in 
Westchester County. During World War 
II she worked in several factories to aid 
the war effort. Later in life she became 
a cafeteria worker in the Chappaqua 
School District.

Survivors include three children; 
Roy (Vera) Thompson of Bedford Hills, 
Robert Thompson of Carmel, and 
Shirley Conklin of Staatsburg; eight 
grandchildren; Teresa (Chris) Rivers, 
Robert Thompson of Bedford Hills, 
Ronald Thompson, Penny Thompson, 
Robert (Debbie) Thompson of  Ky., Allen 
Thompson, Karen Dennis and Michelle 
Cusack; four great-grandchildren; Keith, 
Alyssa, Ashton and  Nicole; several 
nieces and nephews including  Stanley 
(Alexis) Jablonka, Michael and Ronald 
Jablonka and Jeannine (Jose) Guerra; 
also many great-grandnieces and great-
grandnephews, along with many friends 
and relatives and the staff at Salem Hills.

She was preceded in death by her 
two husbands, Clarence Thompson and 
Herman Ahrlich; her infant son, Allen 
Thompson, her son, Ronald Thompson; 
and her siblings, Ruth Hudgins, Cor-
rinne Rodosky, George Vetter, Robert 
Vetter and Nora Jewell.

Memorial donations can be sent to 
the Wounded Warrior Project c/o Cas-
tle Point V.A. Healthcare Facility, Wap-
pinger Falls, NY 12590 or Dutchess 
County SPCA, Hyde Park NY 12538. 

John Croke 
John Francis Croke, a long-time resi-

dent of Cortlandt, died April 8. He was 
85.

He was born on December 18, 1931, 

in New York, N.Y., to John and Eliza-
beth (nee Campbell) Croke. On Decem-
ber 27, 1958, at St. Elizabeth’s Church 
in New York, he married Dolores Ann 
Gannon, who predeceased him three 
months ago. 

Mr. Croke worked as a Senior Appli-
cations Manager at Philips Electronic 
Instruments, Inc. for 42 years. He was 
a long-time parishioner of the Church 
of the Holy Spirit in Cortlandt, an active 
volunteer in the community, a member 
of the Knights of Columbus Council 462 
in Peekskill and belonged to Cursillo. 

He is survived by his children, 
Stephen Croke, Carolyn Croke, and 
Mary Ellen Sweeney of New York, and 
Bryan Croke of Mountain Top, Pa., 
and his grandchildren Caitlin, Patrick, 
Megan and Brendan Croke of Mountain 
Top. 

Arthur Greason, Jr.
Arthur D. Greason, Jr., a resident of 

Yorktown, died April 10 at Rosary Hill 
following a brief illness. He was 73.

He was born June 9, 1943 to Arthur 
and Doris Greason, nee Rathschmidt. 
He served in the United States Marine 
Corps. In 1971, he began a career as a 
restaurateur culminating in 27 years as 
owner and chef at Gordo’s Restaurant, 
Hawthorne, and The Red Schoolhouse 
Restaurant in Cortlandt.

He leaves his son, Arthur D. Grea-
son III (Jody) and two grandchil-
dren, Hayley and Tyler. Also survived 
by his mother, Doris Greason, sis-
ter Georgeanne Melius and brothers 
Edgar Greason (Melissa) and Jeffrey 
Greason.

He was preceded in death by his loving 
wife, Mary Louise Greason, his father, 
Arthur D. Greason, and his brother, Wil-
liam Greason. 

Madeline Casey
Madeline Rose Casey, a resident of 

Cortlandt, died peacefully at home on 
April 11. She was 68.

She was born September 15, 1948 to 
the late Walter and Rita (Steffa) Durr. 
She is survived by her beloved husband, 
William; loving sons, William, Jr. (Adri-
ana), Timothy (Nicole) and Michael 
(Michelle); caring sister, Jacqueline Var-
ley (Stephen) and her adoring grand-
children, Lucy, Luke, Emme, Juliet and 
Joseph.

Mrs. Casey enjoyed being a class par-
ent and a PTA member, and she could 
always be found cheering along the side-
lines of her sons’ games. She spent 29 
years in the Ossining School District as 
a teaching assistant, where she had a last-
ing impact on many children’s lives. She 
was active in her parish, Holy Name of 

Mary, where she was a Eucharistic Min-
ister and a member of the first women’s 
Cornerstone team. 

Marian O’Neill
Marian O’Neill, a resident of Cortlandt 

since 1973, died April 10. She was 80. 
She was born in Manhattan on No-

vember 25, 1936, to John Paul and 
Frances Batko Nelson. She worked for 
more than 40 years with The Appraisal 
Services Group in Katonah. She was 
a Notary Public and a member of the 
Cortlandt Manor Senior Citizens who 
meet on Westbrook Drive. On Sep-
tember 14, 1957, she married Eugene 
J. O’Neill at St. Helena’s Church in the 
Bronx. Mr. O’Neill died on November 
1, 2009. 

She is survived by her sons, Richard 
and wife Ann of Mahopac, Stephen and 
wife Louanne of Bronxville; her daugh-
ters, Diane Clements and husband David 
of Spring Hill, TN and Tara O’Neill-Kna-
sick and husband Darren of Averill Park, 
NY; her sister, Elaine Tassi of Hampstead, 
NC; and nine grandchildren.

Luis Quinones
Luis Quinones, a resident of Peekskill, 

died April 7. He was 78. 
Mr. Quinones had worked in the 

Custodial Department at North Salem 
High School before retiring in 2003. 
He was born in Puerto Rico on Decem-
ber 22, 1938 to Juan Antonio and Zoila 
Hernandez Quinones. On November 4, 
1972, he married Violeta Pin in Peek-
skill. 

Mr. Quinones is survived by his wife 
Violeta Quinones of Peekskill and a step-
son Derbin Leighton of New Fairfield, 
CT; two sisters, Antonia Rosario and 
Carmen Brito; two brothers, Ricardo and 
Carlos Quinones; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Donald King
Donald King, a lifelong resident of Os-

sining, died April 11. He was 81.
He was born in Ossining on May 22, 

1935 to John and Bertha (Taylor) King. 
He attended Ossining schools and was 
a retired foreman with the Briarcliff 
Manor Water Department, retiring in 
the early 1990s. He was a former Con-
stable and Court Officer for the Village 
of Ossining. 

Mr. King was predeceased by his wife 
of 54 years, Catherine (Caterino); his 
brothers James, John and Joseph; his sis-
ters Anna E. Tassone and Veronica Eg-
ger; and several nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grandnephews.

Obituaries

John Croke

Continued on page 22
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By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
With Congress about to break for a 

two-week spring recess, the repeal of 
Obamacare appears to have stalled and 
remains uncertain. Notwithstanding, we 
must pay attention to the various pro-
posals that have been put forth by the 
current administration and the effect 
they may have on our clients.  

One of the underlying themes of the 
failed American Healthcare Act, also 
known as Trumpcare, is to shift the bur-
den of health care costs, largely Medicaid 
costs, from the federal government to 
the States. Currently, the federal govern-
ment shares the cost of Medicaid with 
the States.  New York already pays al-
most fifty percent of the Medicaid cost 
associated with its residents.  The current 
administration has proposed to achieve 
this burden shift through a block grant 
system or per capita spending.

Under a block grant system, each state 
will receive a fixed dollar amount from 
the federal government regardless of the 
number of enrollees in the program.  In 
theory, a block grant system is supposed 
to make the states more disciplined as 
to how they administer their social wel-
fare programs.  Opponents of the block 
grant system argue that there is no way 
to determine the amount of funds to be 
blocked for each State and that block 
grants do not keep up with rising costs 
or more importantly, population growth.   

Under a per capita system, federal 
funding is provided to the states based 
on the number of enrollees in the sys-
tem. Spending per enrollee is capped at 
a certain amount. Proponents of a per 
capita spending system argue that it al-
lows for population growth while also 
implementing a limit (cap) on spending 
per enrollee. New York currently spends 

a significant amount per enrollee.   
If Obamacare is replaced and repealed 

with either a block grant system or per 
capita system, it is likely that changes to 
the Medicaid program are forthcoming 
in some capacity.  If the states receive less 
funding from the federal government, they 
will in some way need to make up the dif-
ference.  In doing so, it is conceivable that 
there could be significant changes in the 
Medicaid program such as changes to the 
Medicaid eligibility rules. By way of exam-
ple, if the state increases the current five-
year look-back period, the effect would be 
to exclude a certain number of people from 
Medicaid coverage, thereby allowing the 
state to bridge the gap in funding.  

Although we have no current knowl-
edge of changes described above, it would 
behoove you to take advantage of current 
elder law planning opportunities before 
there are changes. One such technique 

is the irrevocable Medicaid trust which 
has proved to be one of the most viable 
planning techniques for clients who want 
to preserve their assets if long-term care 
is required.  As many of you know, if you 
create the Medicaid trust and do not need 
nursing home care for five years (the cur-
rent look-back period), the assets of a 
properly drafted trust cannot be consid-
ered available resources by Medicaid.  If 
there are changes on the horizon, such as 
changes to the look-back period, the tech-
nique remains viable, but with a longer 
waiting period.  If you are someone who 
has been procrastinating on meeting with 
an elder law attorney to discuss your plan-
ning, including the benefits of a Medicaid 
trust – now is the time!      

I can be reached at 914-925-1010 or 
by e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com. You can 
also visit my website at www.plantoday-
fortomorrow.com.  

Guest Commentary
Planning in Advance of Changes to the Healthcare System

To the Editor:
As a resident of Putnam Valley for over 

47 years, and proud to say so, I would 
like to take this opportunity to mention 
my thoughts regarding the proposed 
construction of the recreation center at 
the PV town park. I will say that “rarely 
have I felt inclined to chime in formally 
on town issues.” However, this is an issue 
that I feel strongly about.

Having seen our wonderful recrea-
tion dept. struggle with space issues 
for decades, a project such as this has 
for many years in the making and 
something have hoped for. As to why, 
reasons are plentiful but at the core of 

it, the benefits this center will bring to 
the entirety of Putnam Valley’s citizens 
cannot be disputed. I emphatically 
hope that the members of our fine and 
distinguished town board will not al-
low the few naysayers interrupt this 
opportunity to put in place a facility 
that in my opinion is long overdue. The 
time is right, the monetary circum-
stances are right and the grant should 
not be wasted. 

In all honesty, from what I can see and 
what I have been told, only Patty Vil-
linova and her disgruntled cronies are 
opposing this project. As a long-time 
resident of Putnam Valley, I find her ac-

tions to be disgusting, foul and menac-
ing to the positive agendas our elected 
officials have previously put forth. It is 
very apparent that she only enjoys lis-
tening to the beat of her own drum as 
opposed to the taxpayer advocate she 
claims to be.

Indoor recreation space in this day and 
age is a massive commodity, which we all 
know. The possibilities are endless and 
the attributes this town will encounter 
with this center are immense. This I can 
say with great certainty! It is quite hard to 
imagine that this recreation center can-
not sustain most or all of its costs while 
providing classes, programs and recrea-

tion for all to enjoy.
I can only hope our town board 

does what is right for the greater pop-
ulation of this town while not caving 
in to the few squeaky wheels. In ad-
dition, I see absolutely no need for a 
costly referendum to better guide a 
decision. 

I ask that this decision be quick, de-
cisive and one that will allow this town’s 
citizens of all ages prosper as a commu-
nity within the limitless bounds of our 
esteemed recreation department.

Most Sincerely,
John orlando,

Putnam Valley 

Letters to the Editor
Recreation Center in Putnam Valley is Long Overdue

Rec Center in PV is a Boondoggle that 
Residents Should Have a Say On

To the Editor:
On April 5th, the Putnam Valley 

town board passed a bond resolution to 
spend $3.8 million dollars on a new Rec 
Center in the town park. The bond is-
sue has not been widely publicized and 
most residents remain blissfully una-
ware.  There was no public comment al-
lowed at the meeting and Councilman 
MacKay threatened to call 911 on me 
because I tried to speak. Parks & Rec 
head Frank DiMarco bragged that he 
did not “waste” money on a feasibility 
study. Nor has there been a cost/benefit 
analysis or a demographic study to see 
if our future population could support 
such a center. 

Despite the fact that Supervisor Ol-

iverio and his sycophants claim that 
there is overwhelming support for the 
proposal, the truth is that few people in 
town know about the center let alone be 
willing to pay for it. This boondoggle was 
conceived in the back room and brought 
to us by the mostly unknown and un-
elected volunteers and officials who run 
our town like it’s their own personal fief-
dom. If it’s such a great project and has so 
much support, then why not let us vote 
on it in the first place?

By law, the Board has the power to 
hold a referendum on their own ini-
tiative. They could have asked the Tax-
payers if we want to burden ourselves 

Continued on page 9
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Cognitive Decline Depression

Adults with untreated hearing loss experience 
a 30-40% faster decline in cognitive abilities 
compared to peers with aided hearing.

Those with untreated 
hearing loss have 
significantly higher 
incidence of feelings of 
isolation and depression.

Dementia
Adults with untreated hearing 
loss are more likely to develop 
dementia.

Severe

Moderate

Mild

Times More Likely

 CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR  

FREE 
SCREENING!

We Accept Most Insurance Plans. Most Major Credit Cards Accepted. *Financing Also Available With Approved Credit. 

A McGuire’s All Brands Hearing Aids and Audiology Company
HearingCenterNY.com

Family Owned 

Since 1970!

PELHAM
888-418-1791

MONTEFIORE
MEDICAL CTR.

888-338-4698

BRONX
 844-339-0878

5 LOCATIONS
ON 

LONG ISLAND

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
888-445-7184

Consequences of Untreated Hearing Loss

It’s been proven that hearing 
health is directly connected to 
overall health and well being. 
The Hearing Center provides the 
highest level of audiological evalu-
ations and hearing aid services in 
a warm private practice setting.

To the Editor:
The recent Presidential election has 

energized many Democrats in our com-
munity. As new Chair of the Peekskill 
Democratic City Committee (PDCC), I 
encourage you to think about running 
for office in Peekskill.  Have you spent 

time thinking about how you can make 
your neighborhood, city, county, state 
or country better? Your opportunity to 
serve our community, begins here in 
Peekskill!  

Running for elected office is one of 
the best ways someone can contribute to 

their community.  Our next local elec-
tion is November 7, 2017.  If you are in-
terested in being a candidate for Council, 
Mayor or County Legislator and repre-
sent Peekskill, please email me for more 
details: valeriealcena@gmail.com.  

You are welcome to join us at our next 

meeting Thursday, April 27 at 7 p.m. at 
the Neighborhood Center at the Field Li-
brary, 4 Nelson Ave, Peekskill.

Sincerely,
Val alcEna

chair, Peekskill democratic city 
committee

Letters to the Editor
Peekskill Democratic City Committee Seeks Candidates 

for Political Office

with another bond and boondoggle, 
but they chose not to for fear the pro-
posal would go down in flames. Instead 
they invoked a permissive referendum 
which means that now the burden is on 
us to gather signatures and force a vote 
that should have been ours by right. 
Was it legal? Yes. Was it morally cor-
rect? No.

Sam and the other politicians know 

that the petition process is never easy, 
even in the best circumstances. Most 
people are reluctant to sign their name to 
a piece of paper that is a public record. 
They also knew that it would particularly 
hard for us to get the petitions signed 
in time. We have less than 30 days and 
many people were out of town because of 
the holidays. Funny how they went out 
of their way to avoid a referendum even 
though they claim that there is over-
whelming support.

Meanwhile, we are out there every day 
getting signatures on our petitions. The 
response has been incredible: most peo-
ple have never heard about the rec center 
and are upset that the town board would 
not let us vote before they decided to 
spend the money. People are glad to sign 
and tell their neighbors.

This is our only chance to force a vote. 
If we don’t get enough petitions, this is 
a done deal and the taxpayers will be on 
the hook for $3.8 million plus. Regard-

less of whether you want the Rec Center 
or not, you should be allowed to vote 
on it. Please contact me if you want to 
carry a petition or just sign your name 
on one. The clock is ticking and we don’t 
have much time. Send Sam and the town 
board a clear message: It’s our town, our 
money and our vote. Taxation without 
representation is still Tyranny

PaTTy VillanoVa
Putnam Valley resident 

and Taxpayer

Rec Center in PV is a Boondoggle that Residents 
Should Have a Say On

Continued from page 8
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By Erin Maher
Community members packed the stands 

at Pleasantville High School last Saturday 
afternoon for the boys’ lacrosse game and 
to also honor the life of Pleasantville bas-
ketball forward Quentin Lupo. 

Lupo, 18, was a star player on Pleas-
antville’s basketball team and a much-
loved figure in the community. He died last 
Wednesday of an apparent self-inflicted 
gunshot wound, police said.

Spectators walked into the high school 
field for the Apr. 15 game against the 
Shoreham-Wading River Wildcats. They 
were surrounded by green ribbons hung 
everywhere with “Q” or “30” printed on it, 
Lupo’s basketball jersey number. 

Fans lined up near the Pleasantville la-
crosse booth to grab green pins to wear. 
Before the game started, countless hugs 
were exchanged and tears wiped away by 
community members in mourning.  

Justin Lupo, Quentin’s younger brother 
and a member of the school’s junior varsity 
lacrosse team, was presented a jersey by 
Will Boes who relinquished his #30 jersey 
so Justin could wear his brother’s number 
for the junior varsity game.

Justin then joined his parents, Lucy Diaz 
and Robert Lupo, on the sidelines for the 
varsity game, which was preceded by a mo-
ment of silence.

“In the days since Quentin’s passing, we 
have received an enormously warm out-
pouring of support from the Pleasantville 
Community and beyond,” Diaz said.

Listed at 6-foot-4, Quentin Lupo was 
built for basketball, even though he en-
joyed all sports.

“He loved basketball, man…that was his 
game. He loved it…he was a baller,” said 
Lupo’s father, Robert. 

A lifelong athlete, Lupo dedicated him-
self to basketball his freshman year of high 
school. If he wasn’t on the court, he was 
thinking about the game. Rick Wolf, the 
father of one Lupo’s friends, recalled his 
persistence and commitment. 

“Quentin and my son would shoot 100 
foul shots each after every JV practice,” 
Wolf said.

Although he had a quiet demeanor, 
Lupo was tenacious on the court. He broke 
his hand during his junior year, but after 
surgery and enduring pins in the hand and 
rehab, Lupo worked tirelessly to get back 
on the court, Wolf said, repeteadly practic-
ing his three-point shot.

Lupo returned for his senior year strong-
er than ever. Armed with a consistent 
three-pointer, he helped lead the Panthers 
to the Section 1, Class B Championship. 
He led the team in scoring with an aver-
age of 13.3 points and nearly 10 rebounds 
a game.

Lupo was recognized with All League, 
All Conference and All Section honors and 
was selected for the All-Tournament Team 
for Section 1. He also captured the MVP 
at the Dobbs Ferry Winter Classic Tourna-

ment. 
He was excited to take his game to the 

next level and compete in college, with 
visits scheduled to SUNY Fredonia and 
SUNY Morrisville.

After his high school season ended, 
Lupo joined Coach Chris Ward’s College 
Placement Team, and immediately bonded 
with the coaching staff and players. 

“He was a ‘we’ kid from the get-go, he 
wanted to fit in, he wanted to be a great 
teammate to the players on his team, he 
wanted to be coached, he wanted to be 
coachable,” Ward recalled. “He was every-

thing we would have imagined for us, he fit 
right in. In such a short period of time, he 
had such a profound impact on all of us.”

While his on-court accolades were im-
pressive, it was his quiet, kind demeanor 
off the court that has so many in the com-
munity grieving his loss.

“He was a great friend to many, a great 
inspiration to younger kids,” said Pleas-
antville Board of Education President An-
gela Vella.

Lupo used his basketball skills to con-
nect with children. He participated in 
Pleasantville’s Dad’s Club, an all-volunteer 

organization that runs youth athletic pro-
grams. He also loved working with chil-
dren, and had aspirations to be an early 
childhood education teacher and coach. 

Last Saturday, more than 100 students 
and friends gathered at the basketball court 
at Pleasantville’s Roselle Park. It was deco-
rated in colorful chalk messages and im-
ages honoring Lupo. 

As of Sunday evening, a GoFundMe 
page that was started to cover funeral 
costs for the family and help start a college 
fund for Justin Lupo had raised more than 
$45,000, surpassing the original $40,000 

Basketball Star Remembered, Honored by Community

This Summer Make Sure Your Child 
Becomes The Swimmer They Should Be! 

 

Join The Yorktown Swim and Dive Team 
  

Over the course of 5-6 weeks, swimmers and divers ages 5-18 will learn 
techniques that will help them compete in a relaxed, fun, & friendly environment.
The program is led by our professional staff and junior coaches who emphasize 
quality stroke development and competitive diving instruction.

Members will attend morning practice (Monday thru Friday) and will be given the 
chance to compete in swim meets against area town teams. This summer 
program is a great way for your child to prepare to swim at a high school varsity 
level, or simply to cross train for other sports. Along with developing a lifelong 
skill, children will have great fun in a team atmosphere and improve their skills! 

Practice times: 
7:00am-8:30am Diving 

8:00am - 9:30am Swimming (11 and over) 
9:30am - 10:30am Swimming (10 and under) 

Registration Fee: 
$175 per swimmer - Discounts given to families with 3 or more children 

Visit us at… www.yorktownswimanddive.org
For more information, contact Brian at 914-438-1315

Lone Eligibility Requirement:  All new swimmers are required to swim one length of the pool 
without struggle on the first day….

Join us!  Swimming is an activity that can be enjoyed by anyone for a lifetime! 

This Summer Make Sure Your Child 

Continued on page 14
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A historic landmark in Montrose is 
bringing together the Westchester com-
munity to mark an incredible milestone 
anniversary this month. The Reformed 
Church of Cortlandtown in Montrose 
will celebrate 300 years in the commu-
nity with special events, worship serv-
ices and musical festivals for all ages. 
To celebrate their remarkable milestone 
community members are welcome to at-
tend the following events: a candlelight 
service on Friday, April 21 at 7 p.m.; an 
Anniversary Worship Service on Sunday, 
April 23 at 10 a.m. or join the congrega-
tion for a musical journey and discover 
what 300 years of music sounds like at 
the Tri-centennial Music Festival on May 
7 at 3 p.m.

The documented history of this local 
church dates back to April 21, 1717 when 
a list of communicants was recorded as 

constituting the Dutch Reformed con-
gregation of Van Cortlandt Manor.  This 
marked the beginning for the Reformed 
Church of Cortlandtown that stands 

today.  In the early years of settlement, 
the local congregants of Van Cortlandt 
Manor were associated with the historic 
Old Dutch Church of Sleepy Hollow.  In 
1717 they established their own presence 
and constructed a church on Montrose 
Point.  This church burned down dur-
ing the Civil War and a new church was 
constructed on the current Albany Post 
Road site where they worshiped until 
1969, when the congregation voted to 
erect a new church building.  The first 
worship service was held at what congre-
gant; William (Bill) Bailey (of the famous 
Ringling Brothers) called “the little white 
church on the hill” in his poem “The Vil-
lage Church” written on March 28, 1971. 
Worship services continue for many lo-
cal worshipers in that same sanctuary 
today.

“We are excited to welcome our neigh-

bors and invite the community to help 
the Reformed Church of Cortlandtown 
celebrate such an important and historic 
milestone,” said Jill Davis, Publicity Co-
ordinator for the church. “To reach 300 
years of service in the community is an 
incredible journey and we are grateful 
for the support we have gotten through 
the years.” 

In addition to the special events being 
held for the 300th Anniversary, there are 
many ways the community is invited to 
participate and support the RCC as they 
celebrate this milestone anniversary.  
Community members can purchase a 
brick for the commemorative prayer gar-
den, buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win 
a beautiful handmade quilt or purchase a 
“Now and Then” cookbook.  For more in-
formation on any of these events, please 
contact the church at 914-737-6482.

The Reformed Church of  Cortlandtown.

Montrose Church to Celebrate 300-Year Anniversary

ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc., owner 
and operator of 34 stores throughout 
New York, has announced its newest 
fundraising campaign to benefit Make-
A-Wish® Hudson Valley, which grants 
wishes to children with life-threatening 
medical conditions to empower them 
and enrich their experiences with hope, 

strength and joy.
ShopRite stores throughout Dutchess, 

Orange, Putnam, Sullivan, Ulster and 
Westchester counties in New York will 
collect donations at checkout from Sun-
day, April 16 through Saturday, April 29, 
World Wish Day®, a worldwide “Thank 
You” day that celebrates all Make-A-

Wish medical professionals, donors, vol-
unteers, sponsors, wish kids and families, 
and also commemorates the anniversary 
of the wish that inspired the founding of 
Make-A-Wish in 1980. ShopRite stores 
in Cortlandt and Croton-on-Hudson 
will be among the supermarkets partici-
pating.

The funds raised will support of 
Make-A-Wish® Hudson Valley’s mission 
to ensure that every child who qualifies 
for Make-A-Wish services is granted 
his or her fondest wish. Since its 1986 
inception, Make-A-Wish® Hudson Val-

ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. to Raise Funds for Make-A-Wish

Continued on page 19
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All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals:.Patriot 3564/14144, Ram 5004/20524, Renegade 7164/12360, Cherokee 
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W/$2998 DOWN W/$2998 DOWN W/$2998 DOWN

W/$1998 DOWN W/$2998 DOWN W/$2998 DOWN

W/$2998 DOWNW/$2998 DOWN

By David Propper
What do you get when you have more 

than 3,000 cards in one store, all at half 
the price every day?

The answer is Cardsmart of Mahopac. 
Whether it’s a birthday card for a son, 
daughter, father, mother, aunt, uncle, 
other relative or friend, the Mahopac 
card store has it all. For every holiday and 
special occasion and in several different 
languages, co-owners John Castellano 
and Terry Fokine have cards that are all 
50 percent off daily.

And the store offers more than just 
cards. Cardsmart also boasts gifts, 
wrapping paper, bags, bows, tissue paper, 
and boxed invitations. Gifts at the store 
can be for any family member or friend, 
and are stocked for upcoming holidays. 

Cardsmart will host a grand opening 
on April 22 starting at 11 a.m. with food 
and a raffle for community members. 

Castellano started Cardsmart 11 years 
ago with his late wife at his former location 
at the Lake Plaza Shopping Center, but he 
lost his lease several months ago. At first, 
Castellano didn’t think the store would 
continue at another location, but then an 
outcry from the community began. 

“Everybody in the community wanted 
a card store, a gift store,” Castellano said. 
“We’re the largest card and gift store in 
Putnam I’d say.”

Fokine, Castellano’s partner, said 
customers from the old location would 

drive around 
searching for the 
new location. When 
customers kept 
asking about a new 
spot either in person 
or on social media, 
Fokine said the two 
didn’t know what to 
say. 

Without the mass 
of people wanting the 
card store to remain, 
Castellano would 
have just continued 
with his day job 
as a commercial 
printer and left the 
card store in the 
rearview mirror. 
It was touching to 
both Castellano 
and Fokine that 
community members 

were so dedicated to the business. 
Castellano and Fokine like the new 

spot because of its accessible, safe 
parking and how it’s along a busy road 
like Route 6. 

Castellano and Fokine run the store 
together. The two met a couple years ago 
at a Greater Mahopac-Carmel Chamber 
of Commerce event and began dating 
shortly after. Fokine opens Cardsmart 
and Castallano closes. The two stressed 
they make sure whatever work is done at 
the store, stays there. 

“So the end of our day is the end of our 
day,” Fokine said. “There’s always one of 
us here. It’s worked great.”

Fokine said the store tries to have local 
artisan items to support local artists and 
businesspeople. Also, by relying on local 
goods, customers can get their hands on 
unique gifts that customers can’t find 
anywhere else. Product lines were also 
updated from the old store to new store, 
she said. 

Right now, the store is filled with Easter 
gifts like chocolate bunnies and Easter 
baskets. With Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day coming up later this spring, the store 
will have more gifts for those occasions 
and of course, plenty of affordable cards. 

Cardsmart of Mahopac is located at 
2 Clark Place in Mahopac. Its phone 
number is 845-628-0300.

cardsmart of Mahopac
Mahopac

Businesses

of the Week

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Cardsmart of Mahopac co-owners John Castellano and Terry Fokine.
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

JEWELRY  •   DIAMONDS  •   WATCHES  •   STERLING SILVER  •   COINS  •   COLLECTIBLES

NOW IN 
YOUR AREA!

DIAMONDS

OLD 
WATCHES

STERLING 
SILVER

COINS & 
PAPER MONEY

We Are

BUYINGROAD  
SHOW

JEWELRY
PAYING CASH FOR:
• All Platinum and Diamond Jewelry
• Platinum, Filigree Rings, Pins and Bracelets
• Large Pearls, Rings, Necklaces, Etc. 
• Enameled Gold Jewelry, Bow pins in Diamond or       
   Pink Gold
• Geometric Design Jewelry of all types
• Earrings - Clips - Bangles - Studs
• Crossover Diamond Rings
• Floral Design Jewelry of all types
• Art Deco
• Cocktail Rings
• Filigree Rings 1940’s, 50’s, 60’s
• Tuxedo Stud Sets
• Diamond Graduated Row Bracelets
• Necklaces and Straight Line Bracelets

If your items aren’t listed, bring them in for a free 
appraisal & cash offer

10K • 14K • 18K • 22K • 24K 
WE BUY ALL SOLID GOLD ITEMS NEW, USED OR BROKEN

OLD WATCHES WORTH UP TO $50,000

IF YOU DON’T SEE YOUR BRAND LISTED, STILL 
BRING IN FOR A FREE APPRAISAL!

*CASH FOR ANY CONDITION, WORKING OR NOT. ALL PRICES ARE BASED UPON 
CONDITION OF WATCH. 

HIGH 
SCHOOL
RINGS
UP TO 
$250

CARTIER PATEK 
PHILIPPE

ROLEX UP TO 
$10,000

CHRONOGRAPH

NECKLACES
UP TO 
$3,000

OLD WATCH
CASES
UP TO 
$1000

CHARMS
UP TO 
$500

DENTAL
GOLD

BRING FOR 
CASH

BROKEN 
CHAINS

BRING FOR 
CASH

WEDDING 
BANDS 
UP TO 
$500

OLD 
MOUNTINGS

UP TO 
$1,000

BRACELETS
UP TO 
$2,000

UP TO 
$10,000

3/4 Carat up to 
1 Carat up to 
2 Carat up to 
3 Carat up to 
4 Carat up to 

Larger Diamonds Much, Much More.  We Buy Old 
Mine Cut Diamonds, European Cut Diamonds and 
Chipped and Broken Diamonds.  We Buy Diamonds 

Mountings up to
Thermocouple Wire   
Crucibles
Screen & Sheet
All Industrial Platinum

$2,200.00
$5,000.00

$15,000.00
$25,000.00

Bring in for Quote

$10,000.00
$5,000.00
$4,500.00

Bring for cash offer
Bring for Quote

$1,000.00
Bring in for Testing
Bring in for Testing
Bring in for Testing
Bring in for Testing

$ INSTANT CASH $

WE WILL TRY & BEAT ALL 
COMPETITORS OFFERS!

OLD GOLD

CASH
for 

GOLD

Antique Tableware up to
Flatware Sets Complete or Partial up to 
Tea Sets up to
Jewelry and Medallions
Collectible & Antiques

$1.00 U.S. Gold Coins
$2.50 U.S. Gold Coins
$5.00 U.S. Gold Coins
$10.00 U.S. Gold Coins
$20.00 U.S. Gold Coins

Silver Dollars (Before 1936)
Dimes, Quarters & Halves
Commemorative US Silver
Proof & Mint Sets

CIRC. SILVER COINS
High Prices/Common Date/Pre-1964

PLATINUM
All Platinum Jewelry- Bring in for Cash

Bring in for Quote
Bring in for Quote
Bring in for Quote
Bring in for Quote

up to $2,500.00
up to $2,500.00
up to $3,000.00
up to $3,500.00
up to $5,000.00

NO COUPONS 
NO GIMMICKS!
JUST BEST PRICES  PAID!

HIGHEST PRICES 
$ PAID!! $

YOUR GOLD

YOUR 
WATCH

5
DAYSONLY!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

 

MONTGOMERY ESTATE BUYERS
1-800-418-6810

5DAYS
ONLY!

Rye Courtyard Marriott
631 Midland Ave • Rye, New York

9:30 AM - 5:00 PM  SAT & SUN 
9:30 AM - 6:00 PM  MON, TUES & WED

FREE EASY PARKING

License #319

• From Connecticut take Route 95 Southbound then take Exit 
21, Stay to the Right (East). Hotel will be on your Left.
• From 287 Eastbound, Take Exit 11, then Right onto Boston 
Post Road / Rt 1 toward Rye. Left on Peck Road (after the over
pass). Left onto Midland Ave - The Hotel is on the Left

SAT APRIL 22ND THRU 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 26TH
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Recently, members of the Ossining Lions 
Club, local public officials and members of 
the community gathered at Briar’s Restau-
rant to honor the Ossining Food Pantry 
volunteers with the Robert J. Uplinger Dis-
tinguished Service Award.  This prestigious 
award is in recognition of the Food Pantry 
volunteers and their outstanding com-
munity service and dedication to others.  
The Food Pantry also received commu-
nity service commendations from the New 
York State & Bermuda Lions Foundation, 
the Village of Ossining, Mayor Victoria 
Gearity, the Town of Ossining, Supervi-
sor Dana Levenberg, Westchester County 
Board of Legislators, Catherine Borgia, 
New York State Assembly member, Sandra 
Galef, and New York State Senator, David 
Carlucci.

Martin B. Engelhardt, Jr., president of 
the Ossining Food Pantry stated,  “The 
Pantry has over 125 volunteers each filling 
one or more specific roles to serve our cli-
ents in need.  Our volunteers have kept the 
Pantry operating for more than 25 years 
and, along with our generous donors, are 
the difference between clients who have 
enough to eat and those who go without.  
I am honored to be associated with these 
wonderful volunteers.  On behalf of all of 
our volunteers at the Food Pantry, we are 
honored to be the recipients of the Robert 
J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award.  
We thank the Ossining Lions Club, our 
local public officials, and everyone who at-
tended for supporting our efforts to help 
those in need.”

The Ossining Food Pantry is called upon 
to feed a growing number of people each 
year from the Briarcliff and Ossining area.  
We are a 100% volunteer-run organization 
with no paid staff, relying on the hard work 
of volunteers and donations from the com-
munity.  

The Food Pantry is always in need of 
nonperishable food items.  If you would 
like to arrange a food drive with your or-
ganization, please call the Pantry office at 
914-762-5510 and leave a voicemail mes-
sage.  A volunteer will return the call to 
give you specifics on what foods are need-
ed and how to arrange delivery of the food 

to Trinity Church in Ossining.
To make a financial donation, please fol-

low the link to the Ossining Food Pantry 
website:  www.ossiningfoodpantry.org or 
call the office number listed above.  Dona-
tions may also be sent to:  Ossining Food 
Pantry, PO Box 869, Ossining, NY  10562.

Martin B. Engelhardt, Jr., President, Ossining Food 
Pantry (left) accepting the Robert J. uplinger 

Distinguished Service Award from Edward 
klotz, past District Governor and past President 

Ossining Lions Club (center) and Durando (“Don”) 
Saccente, President, Ossining Lions Club (right)

Ossining Food Pantry Honored by Ossining Lions Club

   www.dainslumber.com                                             
2 N. Water Street ∙ Peekskill, NY  

Quality Lumber, Building Materials & Hardware 

VISIT OUR 2,000 SQ. FT DECK DISPLAY AND OUTDOOR LIVING AREA                             

SAME FAMILY. 
SAME LOCATION. 

SINCE 1848. 

IPE’   MAHOGANY  CEDAR   BATU  PRESSURE TREATED 

DECKING ∙ RAILING 
FENCING ∙ PAVERS             

TIMBER FRAME       
TRUSSES 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
AREAS 

  

Mfg.  
Rep’s             

on-site      
all day! 

Introducing... DAIN’S NEW ECO-FRIENDLY CIDER WOOD ! 

 Deck           
Installers 

and 

 

goal. Next-door neighbor Jon Lieb and his 
wife set up the page after it was suggested 
by their son, Jayden, a sixth-grader, who 
thought it would be a great way to honor 
Lupo. Lupo had been a babysitter for the 
family.

“Quentin was the most sweet, loving 
person to us,” Lieb said. “Everyone often 
would say how good we were to him be-
cause of the time he spent at our house, but 
it was a complete two-way street because 
he enriched me, my wife and my son’s life 
by his kindness, presence and example.”

Anna Young contributed to this article.

Basketball Star Remembered, 
Honored by Community
Continued from page 10
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WestchesterOneCommunity.com

WESTCHESTER

ONE COMMUNITY
MANY CULTURES 

Diversity strengthens Westchester.
It attracts talented people, stimulates  
creative thinking and promotes tolerance  
and understanding.
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On Saturday, April 29, the Westches-
ter Collaborative Theater (WCT) will 
headline urban folk-jazz great KJ Den-
hert in an evening of benefit concerts 
to celebrate its Grand Opening at 23 
Water Street in Ossining. The event will 
inaugurate the new performance space 
as a venue that will feature WCT main-
stage theater productions and readings 
as well as performing artists of varied 
genres in music, dance and the spoken 
word throughout the lower Hudson Val-
ley. Ossining resident KJ Denhert and 
her duo will perform two concert sets at 
8 and 10 p.m.; tickets are $40 for the 8 
pm performance including an open bar 
and hors d’oeuvres; $20 for the 10 p.m. 
concert (admission only); $50 for both 
sets. Purchase tickets online at WCT’s 
website: wctheater.org (limited seating 
available.) 

The Grand Opening follows a high-
ly successful run of WCT’s mainstage 
production, Lot’s Wife, which played to 
largely sold-out audiences throughout 
March in its new performance space. 

Said WCT Executive Director Alan 
Lutwin, “KJ Denhert is an amazing tal-
ent and we are really fortunate to have 
her help in officially launching our new 
home. We are doubly proud to have an 
Ossining resident kick-off a local space 

that will be a venue for many performing 
arts events in the years to come.” Lutwin 
noted that the new venue has already 
booked several events over the next few 
months and is currently available for fu-
ture dates. 

about KJ denhert
It has been said that KJ’s performance 

“will move you to laugh, to dance and 
even to cry.” Reviewers have also praised 
her for her pathos, originality and im-
peccable musicianship, calling her “one-
of-a-kind and not to be missed.”

Her special blend of urban folk & jazz 
has earned her four Independent Music 
Award nominations and in ’09 she was 
named one of Jazz.com’s top female vo-
calists. KJ has appeared at scores of fes-
tivals and has residencies at the ’55 Bar’ 
in NYC and the ‘Baz Bar’ in St. Barts. She 
also recently completed seven consecu-
tive residencies at the prestigious Um-
bria Jazz Festival in Italy. She performs 
solo, duo and with her full band. 

about Westchester collaborative 
Theater 

Westchester Collaborative Theater is a 
multicultural, cooperative theater com-
pany located in Ossining, dedicated to 
developing new work for the stage and 
bringing live theater to the community. 
It is comprised of local playwrights, ac-
tors, and directors who employ a Lab 
approach in which new stage works are 
nurtured through an iterative process of 
readings, critiques, and rewrites. When 
work is ready for production, it is pre-
sented to the public at its new theater 
space. 

WCT is committed to furthering theat-
er arts in our community. It is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit corporation and a recipient of 
production grants from ArtsWestchester 
and New York State Council on the Arts.

KJ Denhert

Music Legend KJ Denhert Headlines Benefit Concerts at WCT

CUSTOM CABINETRY
FURNITURE REPAIR

914-557-6703
ArlingtonWoodworking.com

Ralph@ArlingtonWoodworking.com

54 Pond View Court
Ossining, NY 10562

ARLINGTON 
W O O D W O R K I N G

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Carson is friendly, 
outgoing & playful! 

S
U

MMER CAM
P

S
U

MMER CAM
P

~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit  www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 6, 2017.
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ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS

If We Put Our Heads Together and Think Spring...
Maybe it will be Here Sooner!

YNK 3807
We’ll Help You Save Money on your Heating & Cooling Bills

PRE-SPRING SALE

L ike thousands of other Americans, 
Andrea Garbarini’s life was forever 
scarred on Sept. 11. She lost her 
husband, Charley, a New York City 

Fire Department lieutenant, at the World 
Trade Center, who perished with 342 other 
firefighters and well over 2,000 civilians.

But Garbarini, a Pleasantville resident 
with two sons, has also seen how the tragedy 
has spawned astounding stories of charity, 
kindness and purpose among many of the 
victims’ families.

“Many families did amazing things,” 
Garbarini said. “Large and small acts of 
kindness for their fellow human beings. I 
felt these stories hadn’t come out the way I 
would have liked to have seen it come out.”

More than two years ago, Garbarini first 
thought about producing a documentary 
relating the stories of how a few of her fel-
low fire department widows not only coped 
with their losses but have displayed a resil-
iency some never thought they had, turning 
the event for into a calling that has reshaped 
their lives. After more than a year of plan-
ning, filming for “From the Ground Up,” 
concluded on Feb. 17. 

Working with friends Beth and George 
Gage, a husband-and wife filmmaking team 
from Telluride, Colo., Garbarini had many 
stories to chose from but decided to go with 
some of those of the people that she knew 
best. Families of Sept. 11 victims, in many 
ways, have become a family.

“It’s the family you never wanted but you 
have it and you’re thankful for it,” she said.

Just weeks before 9/11, Maureen Fanning, 
who realized her husband’s dream of estab-
lishing a group home for autistic children, 
and her husband, Jack, the parents of two 
autistic sons, discussed how if they won the 
lottery they would build a home on Long Is-
land for other families; Una McHugh, whose 
husband, Dennis, loved taking their young 
daughter to the library, established a founda-
tion to build a library in his name near their 
Rockland County home; and the family of 
Stephen Siller, who created a race retracing 
the firefighter’s last steps to help contribute 
to the Stephen Sill Foundation. After finish-
ing an overnight shift that morning, Siller, a 
father of five, was on his way home to Staten 
Island when he heard the Twin Towers were 
on fire and ran through the Brooklyn Bat-

tery Tunnel with 70 pounds of equipment 
after traffic was stopped. The foundation has 
raised more than $7 million to date.

Garbarini will take all money raised by 
the documentary and contribute to the 
foundations created by the families as well 
as other charities.

“I felt it’s extremely important with the 
10th anniversary coming that our stories be 
told in a fair and dignified manner by us, and 
that’s really what drove me to do this,” said 
Garbarini, who also appears in the film.

The Gages have begun the editing process 
and are aiming to have the project complete 
for the 10th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks. They hope to condense the story to 
fit into a half-hour time slot and pitch it to 
cable networks.

The filmmakers, who befriended Garbar-
ini when she came to Colorado during the 
summer of 2002 with other 9/11 families, 
said they were intrigued by the concept, fo-
cusing on firefighters’ widows and how they 
have tried to overcome their losses.

“They certainly had their grief, and in 
working through their grief they’re doing 
incredible things,” George Gage said.

While time helps heal some wounds, for 
many families, there are the constant re-
minders of 9/11, Beth Gage said. Despite the 

outpouring of generosity from the public 
following the attacks, some felt guilt about 
accepting money.

For Garbarini, with the major hurdle of 
filming have been cleared, the other chal-
lenge is financial. Through the close of film-
ing, she has raised about half of the film’s 
$100,000 budget she needs.

A nonprofit organization, Sparky Pro-
ductions, has been created to help raise the 
funds. It can be found on the Gage Produc-
tion’s website as well as the site created for 
the film. Garbarini said she is also searching 
for corporate and private donations to assist 
with the financing.

“Hopefully, this will all come together,” 
she said. “I never knew what it meant to be 
an executive producer. I don’t know if I’d 
ever do one again.”

Garbarini credits the Pleasantville com-
munity for helping her able to stay in her 
home. Her sons are now teenagers. She 
smiled when asked how her husband would 
have thought of the project.

“I think Charley would probably think, 
‘Here she goes again,’” Garbarini laughed.

To read more about the project, view a 
trailer of “From the Ground Up” or to do-
nate, visit.www.911filmproject.com.

Pleasantville 9/11 Widow  
Looks to Complete 

Documentary

The family of  Stephen Siller, featured in Andrea Garbarini’s documentary “From the Ground Up,” created 
a foundation that has raised more than $7 million for children in the firefighter’s name. An annual race 
through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, above, is one of  the major fundraising events for the organization.

Andrea Garbarini, pictured here with her husband, Charley, and two sons, is the executive producer of  a 
documentary film “From the Ground Up” telling the story of  widows of  firefighters killed on 9/11. Charley 
Garbarini, a New York City Fire Department lieutenant, died at the World Trade Center.

By Martin Wilbur

Anthony’s Power Equipment
It’s Spring Tune-up Time,

Get Your Mower Lawn Ready!
Tony & Eric
Repair Techs

Spring Service Special 
with this ad!

1943 Baldwin Rd
Yorktown NY 10598

914-962-3800
M-F 8-5, Sat 8-4

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241 3851

• Gravel • Mulches 
• Topsoil • Fieldstone

• Sand • Stonedust 
• Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits 
• Flagstone 
• Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones
• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill

College & Career Fair
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

 PNW BOCES YORKTOWN CAMPUS

College & Career Night
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

FOXLANE HIGH SCHOOL (BEDFORD, NY)

4 YEAR

2 YEAR

SUNY

CUNY

PUBLIC

PRIVATE

IN-STATE

OUT-OF-STATE

VOCATIONAL

"The greatest power that a person possesses is the power to choose."   J. Martin Kohe
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Ah, that first breath of spring, even after 
a moderate winter, really revives the spirit, 
doesn’t it?  And along with that feeling of 
near euphoria year after year always comes 
the anticipation of getting out into the gar-
den

But, oh my, this is the first year 
that I do not have the pleasure of 
a garden, ensconced as I am on 
the top floor of a beautiful condo 
building. However, I can rely on the 
fond memories of all those springs 
when I got down on my knees for 
the first time to accomplish some 
pleasant garden chore.

I can remember vividly the ex-
citement of projecting the growth 
and color I’d be enjoying in the 
weeks ahead, but invariably I also 
think of my mother. 

My mother was my first advisor 
about gardening and one of her strict rules 
was to avoid kneeling.  Although she never 
gave me any good reason for complying, she 
was convinced that one should bend over, 
rather than kneel, for garden chores that 
required closer proximity to the ground. I 
do know that my mother was very pleased 
with her agility into later life and probably 
wanted to demonstrate that ability in all her 
activities. Or maybe she had heard of “gar-
dener’s knee.” 

In recent years since my mother has 

passed on, I had become aware that my 
back seemed to go awry more often than 
my knees. So, with no small amount of guilt, 
I did kneel to plant those first seedlings that 
I bought from my local supplier. But I pro-
tected myself with either a garden kneeler or 

knee pads which I don’t remem-
ber being around when I was a 
child.  

Of course, squatting is a good 
in-between measure, but I found 
that more taxing than either 
bending or kneeling.

Because I was always as time 
conscious in the garden as any-
body with a full-time job, every 
step I took to plan and plant my 
garden was orchestrated to reduce 
labor and maximize enjoyment 
of color and greenery from early 
spring to late fall.  

For instance, while I envy those people 
who can build outdoor frames for planting 
seeds early or do it inside, I relied on garden 
centers for my annual seedlings that are all 
ready for popping in the ground. Vicarious-
ly I enjoyed the planting from seed activity 
by watching my young grandson proudly 
nurture his own vegetable garden.

Here’s my earliest spring garden routine:
I first cleaned up all that nasty debris that 

I left last fall that kept the ground from heav-
ing and, at the same time, fed the birds, lying 

in a state of rot in my annual and perennial 
beds.  

Then, if I was quick about it, I would 
prune my apple and cherry trees before they 
develop buds (and I really had to scurry to 
do this if I didn’t have time the previous fall).

I lost interest in vegetable gardening after 
the first couple of seasons of giving it a whirl, 
but for those of you who still are, you can 
put lettuce seeds in the ground right now, 
and every couple of weeks, start a new row 
to get results throughout the summer. And 
if you’re into planting onions and other har-
dy vegetables, now is the time to do it.

Light thinning can be done in April to 
any shrub or tree except lilacs. The latter 
should have been done after blooming last 
year, because if you do it now, there will be 
no bloom this year.

Prepare your flower beds by adding com-
post or fertilizer right now. I kept a natural 
compost pile that I cultivated for a long 
time, and each year, I robbed this black gold 
to enrich the soil, depleted from the previ-
ous year’s growth.

Mulch now for a weed resistant summer. 
Each year, I would call my trusty tree man to 
drop off a load of finely chopped chips. One 
load which I would hide behind my garage 
would serve my entire property for a season.

As you are preparing for planting your an-
nual and perennial beds, the earliest spring 
bulbs will be blooming. Afterwards, be sure 

to deadhead them (remove the remains of 
the blossoms) but don’t remove the leaves. 
Let them die back naturally so that they can 
feed the bulbs for next year. 

Also, remember to schedule the time 
needed to trim spring-flowering shrubs, 
everything from forsythia to azalea, right af-
ter blooming, for thicker growth and more 
blooms next year.

And, for anyone who gardens like I do, 
kneeling rather than bending, remember to 
protect your knees with those knee pads or 
kneelers. Sorry, Mom. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.Pri-
maveraPR.com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call (914) 522-2076.

Spring Garden Chores and Memories of Mother

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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Tuesday, april 18
Senior Benefits information: Trained 

volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare health 
and prescription plans, nutrition assist-
ance, the Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (HEAP), tax relief programs, and 
much more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in 
the second-floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Happy 
Hours are held on Tuesday nights in Ma-
hopac and another location may be added. 
Take a 10-day vacation from processed 
foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, 
addictive junk foods making you feel sick 
and tired? Then reset your metabolism and 
break your addictions to unhealthy foods. 
For more information contact Diane at 
914-843-8745.

hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community Ac-
upuncture is being held from 6:30 to 7:30 
pm. The cost is $30. Come experience the 
beneficial effects of acupuncture in a group 
setting. Register: hyinhealth@gmail.com. 
On the last Tuesday of the month from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Disorder Support 
Group, led by LCSW and clinical nutri-
tionist will be held.  Discuss and resolve is-
sues around relationships with food. Info/
register: hyinhealth@gmail.com or www.
hyinhealth.com.

wednesday, april 19
Seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who re-
side in Peekskill. The schedule is: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut – 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Prevention Class 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-
4250 Ext.1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs 
from the library.

Senior Exercise: We offer the Workout 
M-W from 10-11 a.m. and Zumba Gold 
on Friday 11 a.m. to noon.  Free to all sen-
iors in Peekskill.  Call Terri Dean to register 
at 914-734-4250 Ext. 5.

PoUnd Program: POUNDTM Fitness 
Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio 
and stress relief jam session, fusing Pilates, 
cardio, plyometrics isometric movements 
and poses, is offered at Theatre and Dance 

Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop in or 
weekly discount rates available. The pro-
gram is being provided on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays at 11:45 a.m. 
Call Peggy for more information at 914 
960-4097. 

anime club: An Anime Club meets 
every Wednesday from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Somers Library. Join us for a chance to 
watch anime from Crunchyroll with your 
friends. Info: 914-232-5717 or www.som-
erslibrary.org.

Teen / Tween coding 101: Teen/Tween 
Coding 101 will be held at 6:15 p.m. at the 
Somers Library.  There are thousands of 
computer languages out there, behind eve-
ry single digital device and peripheral to-
day. Discover how apps like Minecraft and 
Web sites like Facebook are created and 
learn the basics of languages such as C# 
and Java. This program is geared towards 
teens/ tweens in grade 6 and up. Beginners 
are welcome! Space is limited; please reg-
ister on our online events calendar www.
somerslibrary.org) or call 914-232-5717.  
Our programs are funded by the Friends 
of the Somers Library through your dona-
tions.  

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just 
west of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 
Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Torah Studies:  Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the To-
rah studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as well 
as tackling timeless questions in the Jewish 
tradition. The classes are open to all, what-
ever your level of learning may be. The fee 
for the full season is $36, which includes 
textbook. Each class is independent. For 
more information, to view the topics of the 
classes, or to register call 914-962-1111.

Support connection Men’s Program: 
Support Connection announces that a free 
program, Wing Nite-For Men Only will be 
offered from 7-9 p.m. at O’Grady’s Pub-
lic House in Yorktown. It is open to men 
whose lives have been affected by a loved 
one going through breast, ovarian or gyne-
cological cancer.  To learn more or to pre-
register, which is require call Support Con-
nection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Thursday, april 20
canasta club: Support Connection, 

Inc. announces the next session of their 
free monthly program, “Canasta, Coffee 
and Camaraderie” will take place from 
10-11:30 a.m. at the Support Connection 
office in Yorktown. It is open to people 
living with breast, ovarian and gyneco-
logical cancers. To learn more or to pre-
register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

 religion classes: A class on Talmud 
and the Ethics of our Sages ae being held 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Feel free to come - and to 
bring a friend - even if you cannot commit 
to coming to class weekly. We always wel-
come new participants. We meet (almost) 
every Thursday in the social hall on Thurs-
day mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  No 
knowledge of Hebrew is expected, and no 
particular depth of Jewish knowledge is as-
sumed.  Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktown-
jewishcenter.org.

Swim lessons:  Swimming lessons are 
being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Cam-
pus Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are held 
on Thursdays and Saturdays. The session 
dates are; March 17 through May 14 and 
May 19 through July 9. Info: 914-737-4909.

yorktown historical Society:  The 
Yorktown Historical Society will present 
“Horace Greeley and Family” by Gray Wil-
liams, New Castle town historian and a 
trustee of the New Castle and Westchester 
County Historical Societies. At 7:30 p.m. 
at the Yorktown Community and Cultural 
Center (bottonm level).  Horace Greeley, 
the editor of one of the foremost newspa-
pers, the New York Tribune, bought prop-
erty in Chappaqua in 1852. His later house 
is now the museum and headquarters of 
the New Castle Historical Society. Gree-
ley ran for U.S. President against Ulysses 
S. Grant in 1872. Nationally, Greeley was 
a famous journalist and political leader. In 
New Castle, he and his family made last-
ing and significant contributions. Info: 
Charles Radke, Yorktown Historical Soci-
ety program coordinator, 914-962-4370, 
or c.radke@computer.org. Visit www.york-
townhistory.org.

Poetry Slam:  The Field Library, 4 Nel-
son Ave., Peekskill, is celebrating National 
Poetry Month with its annual Poetry Slam 
at 4:30 p.m. Children and adults can share 
a poem they love (written by themselves - 
or by a favorite poet), or just be part of the 
audience. Good listeners of all ages are wel-
come. There will be refreshments following 
the program, and every child can pick out 
a free book. For more details, contact the 
library at (914) 737-0847 or check our Frog 
Blog (www.fieldkids.wordpress.com).

Environmental Film Screening: The 

Peekskill Environmental Film Series con-
tinues tonight at 7 p.m. at the Peekskill 
campus of Westchester Community Col-
lege., 27 N. Division St. The free screening 
is “The True Cost,” a documentary film 
exploring the impact of fashion on people 
and our planet. A question and answer ses-
sion will follow the film. Info: PeekskillEn-
vironmentalFilms@gmail.com. 

Friday, april 21
coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult 
coloring book club at the Somers Library 
Meetings will be held in the conference 
room every Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. Relax, color, and socialize for free. 
Materials are provided or you may bring 
your own color pencils and coloring books. 
Registration is not required. Info: 914 232 
5717.

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second-floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple Beth 
Am will “opens its doors to all who en-
ter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritually 
engaging and warm feeling while follow-
ing traditional modes.  All are welcome to 
our friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am 
is located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi at 
914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@
optonline.net   

Jewish center Services: At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services at 6:30 
p.m. And Sabbath services on Saturdays 
will be held at 9:15 a.m. on most Satur-
days, after the services Rabbi Sternstein 
conducts a learning session based on the 
Torah portion of the week. During the 
month of February, Rabbi Sternstein will 
introduce a siddur called Siddur Eit Rat-
zon, which is filled with modern trans-
lation, transliteration, meditation and 
commentaries. It is designed to work for 
the traditional “davener” who is familiar 
with Hebrew text and for those who want 
to join in communally sung parts. Sid-
dur Sim Shalom will also be available for 
those who prefer to use the regular sid-
dur. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friend-
ship within our congregation. Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Montrose church anniversary: The 
Reformed Church of Cortlandtown in 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
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sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Montrose, 2124 Albany Post Rd., Mon-
trose, will celebrate 300 years in the 
community with special events, worship 
services and musical festivals for all ages. 
To celebrate their remarkable milestone 
community members are welcome to at-
tend the following events: a candlelight 
service tonight  at 7 p.m.; an Anniversary 
Worship Service on April 23 at 10 a.m. or 
join the congregation for a musical jour-
ney and discover what 300 years of music 
sounds like at the Tri-centennial Music 
Festival on May 7 at 3 p.m. Community 
members can purchase a brick for the 
commemorative prayer garden, buy a 
raffle ticket for a chance to win a beauti-
ful handmade quilt or purchase a “Now 
and Then” cookbook.  For more informa-
tion on any of these events please contact 
the church at 914-737-6482.

First hebrew alternative Service: This 
abbreviated Shabbat service features lots 
of questions and discussions to promote 
learning. A Kiddush will follow. Feel free 
to submit questions to Rabbi Dana in ad-
vance at rabbi@firsthebrew.org or call her 
at 914-739-0500. This month’s Alternative 
Service is on April 21 from 8 to 9 p.m. An-
other Alternative Service will be held on 
April 29 from 10 a.m. to noon.  First He-
brew is just west of Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Route 6, in Peekskill. Visit 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Saturday, april 22
Putnam Valley Shabbat Service:  

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition?   Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situated 
on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our inclusive, 
community-lead services start at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturdays and are held in Hebrew and 
English. Enjoy a comfortable atmosphere 
where participation is appreciated, and 
afterwards stay for our delicious Kiddush 
lunch. Services are free; Family Member-
ships are $250 per year and include High 
Holiday Services. 140 Lake Drive in Lake 
Peekskill.  For more information, visit or 
call (845) 528-2305.

Military collectibles:  The Military 
Collectables, Knife and Antique Muzzle 
Loader show will be held from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Patterson Recreation Center, 
65 Front St. Historical items for sale will 
include insignia, medals, uniforms, equip-
ment, swords, knives, headgear, books, 
artwork, antique muzzle loading suns, etc. 
The material will cover the years from the 
American Revolution to the present day. 
There will also be several uniformed “Liv-
ing Historians” who are ready to answer 
questions about the eras they represent. 
Vendors come from all over the northeast. 
Great food will be available for breakfast 
and lunch. Admission is $5; children un-
der 12, accompanied by an adult, will be 

admitted for free. Part of the proceeds of 
this event goes to Patterson Recreation 
Center & The American Veterans Histori-
cal Museum. For additional information 
on this event contact the Patterson Recrea-
tion Center at 845-878-7200 or The Duffle 
Bag at 845-878-7106.

lincoln depot Museum opening: 
The Lincoln Depot Museum, 10 S. Water 
St., Peekskill, is pleased to announce the 
start of the 2017 season with an Opening 
Weekend event on April 22 and 23. The 
weekend theme is “New York and the USS 
Monitor” and features new artifacts added 
to the museum’s permanent collection, 
artifacts on loan and a new exhibit high-
lighting the USS Monitor. The Opening 
Weekend will also feature two presenters, 
one each day, to discuss the USS Moni-
tor, its discovery and preservation and its 
direct relationship to New York and the 
Hudson Valley. Saturday’s presentation, 
“John Flack Winslow and the Building of 
the USS Monitor” will be given by Profes-
sor Jason E. Schaaf. Schaaf is the Educa-
tion Supervisor for the Hudson River 
Valley Institute and Adjunct Professor at 
Marist College. He will discuss Hudson 
Valley businessman John Flack Winslow’s 
quest to build the USS Monitor and the 
New York connection to the production 
of the iron used and the Monitor’s con-
struction. On Sunday, the presenter will 
be Professor Robert E. Sheridan, who was 
part of the team that discovered the USS 
Monitor wreck off Cape Hatteras and au-
thor of Iron from the Deep; The Discovery 
and Recovery of the USS Monitor (2003).  
Sheridan is a professor emeritus at Rut-
gers University and previously at the Uni-
versity of Delaware. Professor Sheridan’s 
discussion, “The Discovery and Recovery 
of the USS Monitor; An Update,” will fo-
cus on the progress of the USS Monitor 
project since his book was published. The 
doors of the museum will open at 1 p.m. 
and the presentations will begin at 2 p.m. 
each day. Admission will be $10 per per-
son with children 12 and under and mu-
seum members free. The 2017 season for 
the Lincoln Depot Museum will run from 
April 22 to Nov.12. The museum will be 
open every Saturday and Sunday, exclud-
ing holidays, from 1-4 p.m. For further 
information, visit the museum website 
at lincolndepotmuseum.org or call at 
914-402-4318.Visit the museum website 
for additional details at lincolndepotmu-
seum.org.

yorktown Shabbat Morning Services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown 
Rd., holds services on Saturday mornings. 
They are easy-to-follow services with He-
brew/English prayer books, a friendly en-
vironment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m.  For more infor-
mation visit www.ChabadYorktown.com.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossining 
Down to Earth Farmers Market is being 
held as part of the Green Ossining Earth 
Day Festival today.  Beginning April 29, 
the farmers market will move out doors 
to Spring and Market Streets. Customers 
old and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 
breads, baked goods, and much more. For 
a full list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

Sense The Wind:  The documentary 
“‘Sense the Wind: Blind Sailors Race 
Across Open Water” will be screened at 11 
a.m. at the Hendrick Hudson Free Library, 
185 Kings Ferry Rd., Montrose. Registra-
tion and continental breakfast will be held 
at 10:30 a.m.  A discussion with the film’s 
director, Christine Knowlton, will follow 
the screening. The suggested Donation 
is from $5 to $10. $5 to $10. Join us for a 
lunch after the presentation. The lunch is 
$25 and must be pre-paid and reservations 
are required.  Sign up today by calling 914-
737-7878 Ext. D or e-mail us at nmhs@
seahistory.org.

art Exhibit:  The Artists of Northern 
Westchester 51st Annual Art Exhibit, 
sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of the Hudson Valley, is 
the longest-running juried art exhibit in 
Westchester County. The ANW Exhibit 
was instituted by the late, nationally ac-
claimed Hudson River painter, George 
Kelly.  Gallery hours are noon to 3 p.m. 
on Saturdays and Sundays (April 22, 23, 
29 and 30). Directions can be found on 
uuchudsonvalley.org. For more informa-
tion please e-mail Sheri Brown at slme-
brb@gmail.com or call 914-762-8522. 

yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free program Yoga: A Path 
toward Wellness will be held every Satur-
day through the end of April from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. 
The program is open to people living with 
breast, ovarian and gynecological cancers. 
To learn more or to pre-register, which is 
required, call Support Connection at 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Sunday, april 23

holocaust remembrance Service:  
Everyone is invited to the annual interfaith 
Holocaust Remembrance at First Hebrew 
which this year will feature the words and 
wisdom of Eli Weisel, Holocaust survivor 
and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, au-
thor and founder of both the New York 
Human Rights Foundation and the Eli 
Weisel Foundation for Humanity. A candle 
lighting ceremony will include survivors 
and second generation family members.  
The program will be held at 4 p.m. at First 
Hebrew, 1821 Main St., Peekskill (just west 
of Beach Shopping Center). For more in-
formation contact rabbi@firsthebrew.org 
or call 914-739-0500 or visit www.firsthe-
brew.org. 

healing yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instruc-
tors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha 
Simpson at 914-319-4010.

yom hashoah Service:  A Yom Hashoah 
Service with Peter Somogyi will be held at 
7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Am, 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. At the age of 11 this Hun-
garian Jew and his family were placed in a 
ghetto. A few months later, he was deport-
ed to Auschwitz where, as a twin, he was 
introduced to the atrocities of Dr. Joseph 
Mengele. Come hear his heroic tale and 
participate in this powerful and spiritual 
evening, as we commit to “Never Again.”  
All are welcome to the Holocaust Remem-
brance Day program. For more informa-
tion, please call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 
or e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.net   

monday, april 24
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St. Mo-
hegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

ley has granted the wishes of more than 
2,500 children in the Hudson Valley re-
gion.

“We are proud to support Make-A-
Wish Hudson Valley and its efforts, 
which have benefitted so many children 
in the communities our stores serve,” said 
Tom Urtz, vice president of operations, 
ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. “ShopRite 
is committed to supporting our neigh-
bors, and we hope that through the hard 
work of our associates and generosity of 
our customers, we can make a difference 
and help bring joy to as many children 

and families as we can.”
“We are honored to be included in Sho-

prite’s charitable giving efforts,” said Tom 
Conklin, president and CEO of Make-
A-Wish® Hudson Valley. “The timing is 
particularly appropriate, given that our 
campaign will end on April 29, World 
Wish Day, when Make-A-Wish chap-
ters all over the world will be celebrating 
the over 285,000 wishes that have been 
granted since the Foundation’s inception 
in 1980. We cannot thank our friends at 
ShopRite enough for helping us spread 
hope, strength and joy throughout the 
Hudson Valley.”

ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. to 
Raise Funds for Make-A-Wish
Continued from page 11
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Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002
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Last week a subject arose that I’ve en-
joyed reporting in past columns: Presi-
dential State Dinners.

The long-standing tradition of enter-
taining world leaders at the White House 
typically provides a valuable insight into 
the current state of affairs be-
tween nations and their repre-
sentatives. 

Toward the end of his Presi-
dency, President Obama hosted 
a traditional state dinner for 
China’s President Xi Jinping. It 
was the finale to a cordial visit 
by the Chinese leader, replete 
with the pomp and circum-
stance that surrounds such din-
ners: a well-curated menu, care-
fully selected domestic wines 
and all the glitter that emanates 
from ballroom gowns and toothy smiles.

But that is the past. President Trump 
approaches state visits and the dinner fi-
nales a bit differently. 

Although early in his Presidency, he 
has set a unique tone when entertaining 
world leaders.

Last week’s return visit by President Xi 
to the United States is illustrative of our 
President’s tendencies and preferences. 
The traditional White House dinners 
were usurped by less formal dinners at 
the President’s Florida estate, Mar-a-

Lago. 
Traditionally, White House state din-

ners fall under the purview of the First 
Lady. But for this First Family it’s not 
the White House – it’s Mar-a-Lago. En-
sconced in New York, Mrs. Trump jour-

neys to Florida on weekends and 
for special occasions to be with 
her husband. She has yet to se-
lect a White house chef. 

Traditional state dinners are 
carefully planned by the White 
House Chef; the wines are se-
lected by the White House 
Usher for Wine. But it’s not the 
White House – it’s Mar-a-Lago. 
President Xi travelled to Mar-
a-Largo, not the White House, 
to meet President Trump. Din-
ner was served resort-style, in a 

private dining room, with a resort menu 
and resort wines. If you’ve ever attended 
a business or wedding dinner at a resort, 
you’ll recognize the menu: Caesar salad, 
followed by a choice of fish or beef and 
for dessert, a choice of chocolate cake 
or sorbet. Your wines? A white or a red, 
both from domestic wineries. 

This menu clearly does not have the 
trappings of an elegant, sophisticated 
menu a la decades of White House tradi-
tion. It’s Mar-a-Largo.     

I would be remiss not to mention the 

two wines: 2014 Chalk Hill Chardonnay 
from Sonoma and a 2014 Girard Caber-
net Sauvignon from Napa Valley. Both 
offer a reasonable palate of aromas and 
flavors that satisfy a broad cross-section 
of wine consumers. Resort wines. But 
then again, the President is an avowed 
teetotaler.

However, the dinner seems quite up-
scale when compared to the President’s 
description of his preferred meals of 
fried chicken, diet Coke and Big Macs. 

And don’t forget his quip about Presi-
dent Xi during the primary last year: “I 
would not be throwing him a dinner. I 
would get him a McDonald’s hamburger 
and say we’ve got to get down to work.” 
“I would give him a double, probably a 
double-size Big Mac.” The Mar-a-Largo 
menu seems quite upscale in compari-
son.

President Trump’s predilection for 
mundane meals is in sharp contrast to 
the flamboyance of several of his pred-
ecessors.

Thomas Jefferson amassed a White 
House wine cellar of 20,000 bottles of 
mostly high-end French wines, all pur-
chased from his Presidential allowance. 
He - and several of his successors - enter-
tained world leaders rather extravagantly 
from this cellar. 

Richard Nixon was a wine snob. Dur-
ing state dinners at the White House, he 
secretly enjoyed his favorite wine, Cha-
teau Margaux, one of the most expen-
sive Bordeaux wines, while he served 
his guests a much lesser wine. How? He 
would have the servers wrap bottles of 
wine in cloth napkins, singling out the 
Chateau Margaux for him.

Will President Trump’s dinner taste 
find its way into American lore? Will 
he set a precedent for future Presidents? 
Will he change his mind and revert to 
tradition? Stay tuned. I’m sure there’s 
more to come.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. Nick is a member of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine writers. He also of-
fers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive be-
havior. You can reach him at nantonac-
cio@theexaminernews.com or on Twit-
ter @sharingwine

The Changing of the Guard for Presidential State Dinners

By Nick Antonaccio
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
SENECA COUNTY: Tax Foreclosed 
Real Estate Auction Wednesday, April 19, 
2017. Registration: 6:00PM Auction Start: 
7:00PM 25+ Parcels Available. Location: 1 
DiPronio Dr, Waterloo, New York 13165 
County Office Building within the Office 
for the Aging department. Parking avail-
able in the south lot. For details visit www.
auctionsinternational.com or call 800-
536-1401 ext. 110

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
FIX’N FLIPS, HARD MONEY/ 
BRIDGE LOANS, No Documents- Stat-
ed Income Loans, up to 90% PP, 100% 
Rehab, Purchase- Refinance, One-Four 
Units, Mixed Use, Commercial Buildings, 
888-565-9477

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg $129 

Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Sup-
ply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-

chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A NY 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC). NAME: SWAT LIMO, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filling date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 27 February 
2017. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 208 West Street, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 926 
SJA Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 

NY (SSNY) on January 27, 2017. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803. The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HUTCH95 REALTY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 3, 2017. Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served upon 
him/her is: 926 Wynnewood Road, Pel-
ham, NY 10803. The principal business 
address of the LLC is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NIN-
JACATSTUDIO, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 10/03/2016. NY 
office location: Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
3700 Campbell Ct., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose/character of LLC: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION  
OF BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liabil-
ity company (“LLC”) Cert. of Formation 
filed with Sect’y of State of DE, Div. of 
Corps., PO Box 898, Dover, DE 19903 
on 3/7/2014. Cert. of Authority filed with 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/14/16. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served, 
SSNY shall mail process to: David B. Pet-
shaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, 
White Plains, NY 10605 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE, NUMBER 1146489, for beer, 
wine and liquor has been applied for by 
the undersigned to sell beer, wine and 
liquor at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 5 Ma-
maroneck Avenue, White Plains, West-
chester County, New York for on prem-
ises consumption. Morton’s of Chicago/
White Plains LLC DBA Morton’s The 
Steakhouse

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE NUMBER 1301628 for an On 
Premises Liquor License has been applied 
for by Kisco Kitchen LLC. under the Al-
coholic Beverage Control Law for prem-
ises located at 445 East Main Street. Mt. 
Kisco, New York 10549, County of West-
chester for on-premises consumption.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BASIL-
BOX LLC. Art. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/10/17. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 26 Meadow Ln, #B, Pleasant-
ville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE “A LOCAL LAW 
amending Section 104.11(5)(f) of the 
Laws of Westchester County to pro-
vide the County authority to enter into 
a lease agreement for approximately 60 
acres of County-owned property located 
at the north portion of the Grasslands 
Reservation(also known as the Valhalla 
Campus at Grasslands) in the Valhalla 
section of Mount Pleasant, New York, 
and commonly referred to as the “North 
60” with Fareri Associates, LP, its succes-
sors or assigns, for a term not to exceed 
ninety-nine (99) years for the purpose 
of creating a research and development 

complex to support the County of West-
chester’s growing medical and bio-tech 
industry.” A Local Law, the description of 
which is cited above, was adopted by the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators 
in session April 3, 2017 and approved by 
the County Executive on April 6, 2017. 
This Local Law, Local Law Intro No. 8787- 
2017 which is subject to a referendum on 
petition shall take full effect sixty (60) 
days after its adoption. A copy of the full 
text of said Local Law is available for in-
spection during regular business hours in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators, 8th Floor, 
Michaelian Office Building, 148 Martine 
Avenue, White Plains, New York 10601.
SUNDAY VANDERBERG Clerk & Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Westches-
ter County Board of Legislators West-
chester County, New YorkDated: April 
11, 2017 White Plains, New York

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug Kill-
ers/ KIT Complete Treatment System.  
Available: Hardware Stores. The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris Guar-
anteed Roach Killers Too!

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 

In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

Waterfront Land Sell-Off! April 29th 
& 30th 16 Estate Sized Lakefront Tracts 
from $89,900! Buy at a Fraction of market 
price! Private wooded setting, spring fed 
lake with trophy bass! 3 hrs NY City! EZ 
Terms avail! Call 888-479-3394 to register 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

Margaret Bily
Margaret Mary (King) Bily died peace-

fully April 15 surrounded by her family 
at her home in Purdys. She was 66.

She was the beloved mother of Allison 
and Billy (Andrea) and the most dedicat-
ed and cherished grandmother of Kae-
lyn. She was born in the Bronx on July 
14, 1950 to the late Peggy (Donaghey) 
and George King. 

She dedicated her life to her family. 
She is survived by her husband, Bill, 
and five siblings, including her dedi-
cated younger sister, Debbie (Keith 
Mey) and her niece and God daughter, 
Megan, as well as her brothers, Mark, 
Jimmy (Bonnie), Steve, and George 
(Naidene). She was also treasured by 
her many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and friends. 

Mrs. Bily was an esteemed Eng-
lish teacher for 27 years. She previ-
ously taught at St. Lawrence O’Toole in 
Brewster, St. Mary’s in Katonah, and St. 

Patrick’s School in Bedford. She was an 
incredible teacher who loved her stu-
dents, the faculty, and families at St. Pat’s 
where she continued to substitute teach 
after her retirement in 2010. She also ran 
the Somers Tot Time Camp for over 30 
years. 

She was a great cook who loved being 
outside and tending her flower gardens. 
The family is truly grateful for all of the 
doctors and nurses (especially on 6 south 
at NWH) who took such amazing care of 
her. 

Visitation will be at Beecher Funeral 
Home in Brewster, from 4 to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 18. A mass in her honor 
will be held at St. Joseph’s Church in 
Somers on Wednesday April 19 at 11:30 
a.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to The Margaret M. Bily Scholar-
ship Fund at St. Patrick’s School. Checks 
may be mailed to St. Patrick’s School, 483 
Old Post Rd. Bedford, NY 10506. Please 
write Bily Scholarship in the memo sec-
tion. 

Continued from page 7

Obituaries

ment periods of a town board meeting.
The only resident who spoke in opposi-

tion to Somers becoming a Sanctuary City 
was John Mackey, second assistant fire 
chief of the Somers Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. “I think Somers is a very welcoming, 
diverse community,” he said. Mackey said 
he was concerned the town would lose fed-
eral grants if it became a Sanctuary City.

Resident Tim Hart told the town board 
Mackey could not speak for all Somers 
residents. Faulkner replied that the signers 
of the Sanctuary City petition also do not 
speak for all town residents. 

Blum reiterated that he was willing to 
work with the town board to come up with 
language different that what was included 
in the petition. “I don’t have a need to use 
the words Sanctuary City,” Blum said.

Morrissey said law abiding undocu-
mented immigrants should not be afraid 
of being turned over to the federal govern-
ment. “People in this community should 

not be living in fear,” he said. “No town em-
ployees ask people in town for their legal 
status,” he said

Blum, who is an immigrant, said he 
personally knows of the mistreatment of 
immigrants. A town resident who moved 
from his native Iran to America said a lawn 
mower blade was recenlty thrown through 
a window at his friend’s businesses in Con-
necticut. 

Councilman Richard Clinchy said he 
agreed with many of the sentiments of 
those who signed the Sanctuary City pe-
tition, but maintained he could not sup-
port it. The term Sanctuary City could be 
interpreted by some to be an expression of 
being “anti-Trump” and others could inter-
pret being against the Sanctuary City con-
cept as being “pro-Trump,” Clinchy said. 

Clinchy he was concerned about having 
the town board take sides in a national and 
often partisan issue. He added he did not 
want the board to weigh in on “the things 
that divide us.”

Continued from page 4

Board Takes No Action on Sanctuary 
City Designation Request
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All rebates included. Must finance with GM financial to qualify for rebates.Lease is 10k per yr plus down payment, plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals: 
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w/$3498 down w/$3498 down

w/$4150 down

w/$3498 downSelect models. See dealer for details.

On select models.See dealer for details.

acroSS
1. Way to go
5. “Down in the ____” or 
Garrison restaurant
11. Trial phase
12. Fight combo
13. Model/actress from Somalia
14. Netherlands city
15. Homey
17. Bacon bit
20. Story in a French home
25. Sierra ___ (African nation)
26. Employment terminator
27. Despot’s duration
28. Sounding right
29. Dork
31. Maintenance costs
35. Border
39. Musical with the song 
“Summer Nights”
40. Film unit
41. Final transport
42. Plops into a chair

Down
1. Baseball score

2. Computer reseller, for example
3. Lead-in for “loss” or “glance”
4. Ballroom activity
5. Cortlandt Manor Chrysler/
Jeep dealership
6. Ability to judge something
7. Bouquet
8. Inc., abroad
9. Mrs. sheep
10. “Silent Night” adjective
16. Honesty
17. Camera type, briefly
18. Golfer’s prop
19. Louis XIV, e.g.
21. Fire starters
22. Deluge refuge
23. “Holy cow!”
24. Suffix with mock
30. Duel tool
31. “Yuck!”
32. Historic opening?
33. Mauna ___ in Hawaii
34. Place for a plug
36. “Agnus ___”
37. Grasp
38. Chicago trains

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42

Across

1. Way to go

5. "Down in the ____" or Garrison restaurant

11. Trial phase

12. Fight combo

13. Model/actress from Somalia

14. Netherlands city

15. Homey

17. Bacon bit

20. Story in a French home

25. Sierra ___ (African nation)

26. Employment terminator

27. Despot's duration

28. Sounding right

29. Dork

31. Maintenance costs

35. Border

39. Musical with the song "Summer Nights"

40. Film unit

41. Final transport

42. Plops into a chair

Down

1. Baseball score

2. Computer reseller, for example

3. Lead-in for "loss" or "glance"

4. Ballroom activity

5. Cortlandt Manor Chrysler/Jeep dealership

6. Ability to judge something

7. Bouquet

8. Inc., abroad

9. Mrs. sheep

10. "Silent Night" adjective

16. Honesty

17. Camera type, briefly

18. Golfer's prop

19. Louis XIV, e.g.

21. Fire starters

22. Deluge refuge

23. "Holy cow!"

24. Suffix with mock

30. Duel tool

31. "Yuck!"

32. Historic opening?

33. Mauna ___ in Hawaii

34. Place for a plug

36. "Agnus ___"

37. Grasp

38. Chicago trains

Crossword
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Small NewS iS BiG NewS 914-
864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

CHALLENGE
T H E  1 4 T H  A N N U A L 

COLON CANCER

REGISTER
and find more information at 

coloncancerchallenge.org

Join thousands for the  
tri-state area’s premier colorectal 

cancer awareness event:  
the 14th Annual  

Colon Cancer Challenge.  
The Challenge offers colorectal 

cancer survivors, and family 
and friends of those affected 
by colorectal cancer, a unique 

opportunity to help raise public 
awareness and contribute to the 
fight against this often fatal yet 

preventable disease. 

04.02.17  
RANDALL’S ISLAND  

NEW YORK, NY

04.30.17  
MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE

PURCHASE, NY
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  April 18- April 24, 2017                                                                                                                     SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                 SPORTS SECTION   

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS  
In an epic clash of  Section 1 lax titans, Yorktown senior Kyle Casey (inset) and sophomore Shane Dahlke scored four unanswered goals in the last 10:42, including the game-winning and game-tying goals, 
respectively, in the Huskers’ 11-10 come-from-behind triumph of  rival John Jay on Holy Saturday at Murphy Field. Yorktown players -- including Casey (L), Justin Cavallo (43) and Jamison Embury (3) -- celebrate 
Casey’s game-winner (above) after knocking off  John Jay for the 13th consecutive time dating back to 2010... see Boys’ Lax Notebook

Holy Saturday, Indeed!

Yorktown Stages Miracle Comeback  
in 11-10 Win over John Jay
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Boys LAX NotebookSports

Yorktown Rallies Behind Casey, Dahlke, Beats Jay, 11-10
Lakeland/Panas Topples Mamaroneck, Continues to Ascend Among Section 1 Ranks
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Two potential obstacles in Yorktown's 
playoff path were put on Husker Coach 
Sean Carney's regular season schedule, 
including likely Section 1 championship 
foe John Jay CR and reigning NYS Class 
B champion Jamesville DeWitt, and 
Yorktown made sure that each knew who's 
steering the ship this spring in a pair of 
resounding wins.

The Huskers (4-2) worked a 15-11 
win over J-D by hitting a solid 58% of 
their shots, including three goals apiece 
from Shane Dahlke and Kyle Casey 
(1A). Jamison Embury (2G, 4A) went all 
ballistic on J-D, too. Justin Cavallo and 
Hunter Embury each scored twice for the 
Huskers, who saw G Louis Ragusa make 
13 saves and M Anthony Altimari win 14 
of 22 faceoffs by scooping nine GBs. Then, 
Yorktown followed that up with an 11-10 
come-from-behind win over Jay, which 
squandered a five-goal lead after looking 
like the better team on the field for the 
game’s first three quarters.

But Albany-bound Yorktown senior 
Kyle Casey erupted for three goals in the 
comeback effort, putting the Huskers on 

his back and Section 1 on notice; Yorktown 
is still the team to beat in this neck of the 

woods. Casey’s final 
tally was the last of six 
unanswered Huskers 
goals with 2:31 to play 
on Saturday at Charlie 
Murphy Field.

“That’s the best 
team, the best program 
and the best players in 
the section, maybe 
the state,” said John 
Jay boss Tim Schurr, 
himself a former 
Husker All-American. 
“We played three 
great quarters but 
last time I checked it 
took four to win. They 
must be better than 
us because we never 
beat them. They win 
all the games. They 
are a better program. 
Their better coached. 
Give them credit. 
Offensively, they 
pushed the ball very 
well in the late states, 
and Casey is really good this year, twice 
the player he was last year. He’s so strong. 
We had to play a lot of defense and need to 
get better to beat these guys should we be 
lucky enough to see them again.”

Yorktown slept-walked through the 
first three, enabling Jay to take a 10-5 lead 
while taking it to the Huskers in every 
phase of the game, until Casey and Husker 
sophomore Shane Dahlke took over.

“I tried not to show too much emotion,” 
Casey of the game-winner in the waning 
moments. “But that goal, especially against 
John Jay, made us feel a whole lot better. 
I let it all loose. I know if I can get to my 
spots, I can get a shot off and hopefully 
they go in.”

Dahlke finished a feed from Dom Cioffi 
to tie it at 10-all. Dahlke, who had scored 
twice earlier to make it 10-8 and 10-6, 
looked the part of an up-and-comer, a legit 
stud. Jamison Embury also bagged a hat 
trick for the slithery Huskers, who, truth 
be told, were outworked for three quarters. 

“We need to play better, for sure,” Husker 
Coach Sean Carney admitted. “It was good 
for us to learn that we can fight back if we 
have to, that’s always a valuable lesson. I 
just don't want to make it habit.”

The fact that a healthy Notre Dame-
bound All-American D Jose Boyer and 
stout Maryland-bound D Brett Makar 
were finally side by side on the field is no 
coincidence to the Huskers matching their 
capabilities. When these two are in front of 
G Louis Ragusa, the Huskers are complete 
on the back line, but nothing was going 

right through three quarters against the 
Indians, who, mark our words, are self-
possessed to shed the Yorktown monkey 
from its back. Having lost to the Huskers 
for a 13th-straight time dating back to 
2010, including five straight title tilts from 
2011-16, Jay appeared to have inched 
closer. And when Syracuse-bound junior 
G Shahe Katchadurian, who was benched 

continued on next page

Huskers celebrate their 11-10 come-from-behind win over John Jay Saturday.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Huskers Dom Cioffi (26) and Justin Cavallo (R) show sophomore A Shane Dahlke some love after his 
come-of-age effort in win over Jay.

Yorktown’s Dom Cioffi (26), Hunter Embury and Justin Cavallo (43) mob 
Kyle Casey (R) after his late goal gave Huskers lead for good in 11-10 
win over Jay.
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Baseball NotebookSports

Hud Hud Goes Dutch on Winning: Coach & Players Split Share
I’ve known Hen 

Hud baseball Coach 
Dutch Pritts so long 
I feel as though I 
went to high school 
with him, though 
the Dutchman was a 
generation before me. 
But when I first burst 
on to the Section 1 
baseball scene as a 

cub scribe back in 1989, 
Coach Pritts was one of 
the first guys to make 

me feel welcomed, and I’ll never forget 
the way he made me feel a big part of 
everything Hen Hud while I cut my teeth 
at the now-obsolete North County News. 

In these truly sad days on Section 1 
diamonds – what with the recent passing 
of two loveable coaches (Eastchester’s 
Dom Cecere and Ossining’s Bill Casey) – it 
sure is great to see Dutch Pritts putting out 
a product the old blue-collar Sailors would 
be proud of.

Dutch Pritts is about as much a Sailor as 
17th century explorer Hendrick Hudson 
himself was, adapting to the changing 
currents as well as any old-school coach in 
the region has. Pritts has been on the Sailor 
sideline in more capacities than most; 

assistant coach to Paul Natale for decades, 
including a 2000 Section 1 championship 
season, a sidekick to former venerable 
pitching Coach Ed Lent, a scorekeeper in 
the winter months, a security dude in a 
yellow jacket opposite Patti Dias-Peters for 
years, a dad and coach to sons Michael and 
Doug, and now head coach of the hottest 
baseball team in the section.

“Coach Pritts has 
been a staple of Hen 
Hud athletics for the 
past few decades,” 
Hen Hud A.D. 
Tommy Baker said. 
“His knowledge of 
game and ability to 
teach are phenomenal. He loves the kids 
and loves to coach them, and we love 
having him around.” 

Through Sunday, Pritts’ Class A Sailors 
(6-0) were unblemished, with a couple 
of feisty wins over Lourdes and another 
against reigning Section 1 Class A 
champion John Jay CR: Plus, a combined 
no-hitter from hurlers Nick Caruso, who 
started and went into the sixth, reliever 
Dan Regueiro and closer Jack Attinelly, 
who shut the door on Ossining in a 3-0 
win last Thursday.

There’s nothing like a grizzled, veteran 

unit hell-bent on ridding themselves of the 
sour taste of sudden, unexpected defeat. 
Seeded No.1 in last year’s playoffs with 
a 16-4 record, the Sailors were knocked 
out in the first round by upstart Brewster, 
so the 2017 campaign is one of serious 
unfinished business, and the Sailors are 
loving every minute under the legendary 
coach who essentially coined the phrase, 

“It’s a great day to be a Sailor!”
“Coach Pritts gives us a great 

deal of leeway to be athletes, 
which probably contributes to a 
great deal of our success,” said 
Sailor OF Nick Cunningham (2-
for-3, 2B, RBI, runs vs. Ossining). 
“He has been around, not only 

baseball, but sports in general, forever. He 
likes to say he’s been around 200 years, but 
I like to think it's more like 300.”

Kid’s right, ya know: It does some more 
like 300, which brings me back to my 
initial point; that it seems like I’ve known 
Pritts, who loves to bust out trivia to make 
himself look smart, forever.

“Though he likes to have fun, he has no 
problem putting us in our place when we 
screw up,” Cunningham said. “If you make 
a base-running mistake, he will holler at 
you the whole way back to the dugout.”

Whether he’s hooting and hollering or 

testing the mental minutiae of his players, 
affable Dutch Pritts is easy to root for, and 
that’s why I’m pulling for Hen Hud to win 
its first title since the turn of the century, 
second since 1977…

Can somebody please tell the radical alt-
left liberals that their Carter’s have worn 
out, and it’s time to put your big-boy pants 
on and stop with this resistance nonsense: 
It’s not helping our country one bit.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor Direct 

Rays
Hen Hud Coach Dutch Pritts offers sage advice to 
Sailor C Dan Weimer in recent action.

Yorktown Rallies Behind Casey, Dahlke, Beats Jay, 11-10
continued from previous page

for the Yorktown game, is back between 
the pipes, Jay’s chances, debatably, will 
get better, so the last thing Yorktown can 
afford would be another five-goal deficit 
should they meet again.

“We came out of the gate slow and we 
knew they were going to be fired up,” 
Makar said. “That really put us in trouble 

against a team like John Jay. We 
said at halftime that we’ve come 
back from worse than this, and 
this is what we work for, to be in 
games like this on Murphy Field. 
We just believed in each other 
and came out firing.

“Casey was awesome,” Makar, 
an All-American-in-waiting, 
added. “He’s a leader, and when 
he makes plays like that guys 
want to follow. He’s a leader on 
this team, a senior captain and 
we expect that from him. Justin 
Cavallo and Kyle bring us a 
physical presence on offense, 
they’re beasts who are always 
ready to make plays. In the first 
half we were losing groundballs 
and 50-50s and we weren’t 
backing up our goalie, Louis 
Ragusa. We were giving up wide 
open shots in front of him, so 
we decided that’s not how we 
roll and came out physical in the 
second half, and if we were going 
to give up goals they were going 
to have to pay for them.”

Seems most everybody in Section 1 pays 
dearly at some point…

LAKELAND/PANAS has always 
played second fiddle to Yorktown, but it’s 
high time we give the reigning Class A 
champion Rebels (6-0) some dang respect 
after they pared the fat off the regular-

season trimmings with a 12-10 victory 
over 2016 runner-up Mamaroneck and 
followed that up with a 12-4 triumph of 
perennial Section 5 powerhouse Penn Yan 
Saturday.

Coach Jim Lindsay’s Rebels have the kind 
of proficiency that has some in the business 
wondering if they might have enough in 
the tank to contend with Yorktown in the 
annual Murphy Cup game on May 5th. 
Win or lose, this scribe could care less: 
Lakeland/Panas needs to be respected for 
what it currently is; among the top three 
programs in Section 1 history.

Living in the shadows of Yorktown isn’t 
easy, but the Rebels have gone about their 
business methodically and respectfully 
under Lindsay and his staff. It’s high 
time we give a nod to that and the work 
they’re doing. Junior sniper JoJo Janavey 
jumped all over Penn Yan for four goals 
and an assist while seniors Sean Makar 
and Tim Fallo worked in concert, both 
going for three goals and four assists. Drew 
Thompson scored twice.

Sophomore TJ Bryan won 20 of 25 
faceoffs and scored twice for the Rebels 
against Mamaroneck, so the Rebs will hope 
to exploit Yorktown at the X in the Murphy 
Cup game, which would really have some 
juice if the Rebs were to somehow come in 
at 12-0. That won’t be easy with Mahopac, 
Rye, improving Pelham and Somers 
upcoming. If the Rebels play like they did 
against Mamaroneck, someone will pick 

them off. Coach Lindsay was less-than-
impressed with the sloppy, inconsistent 
effort despite Janavey’s four goals and one 
assist. Makar added two goals and three 
assists. LSM Griff Shiland, who we love 
to watch go coast to coast, bagged two 
goals and Reb G Kevin Dyckman had nine 
saves…

SOMERS is pretty dang good this 
season; the only problem is there may 
be two teams better than Coach Vin 
DeGregorio’s Tuskers (3-4). Still, Somers 
will be the team both Yorktown and John 
Jay hope to avoid in the semifinal round 
of the Class B playoffs after the Tuskers 
knocked off Mahopac, 6-5, last week…

MAHOPAC’s current three-game skid 
– including Mamaroneck, Somers and 
Suffern (what up with that one?) -- could 
get up to five this week if the Indians (2-
4) can’t stop the bleeding against Yorktown 
and Lakeland/Panas this week. 2-6 is 
not what the program hierarchy was 
expecting…

Never thought we’d see the day when 
three quality programs like HEN HUD 
(1-3), BREWSTER (1-6) and PUTNAM 
VALLEY (1-4) were a combined 3-13, and 
momma always said, “If ya ain’t got nothing 
nice to say, keep your yap shut!” Not quite 
as cave-womanish but you catch the drift. 
The Sailors did restore some order in a 
15-7 win over Carmel (5-2) when Connor 
Gallagher (4G, 4A) and Bryce Caffrey (3G, 
1A) got unleased.

Yorktown G Louis Ragusa gets a lift from teammate Brendan 
Williams after Huskers held on for 11-10 win over John Jay 
Saturday.
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WHY LIST YOUR HOME WITH 
HOULIHAN LAWRENCE?

WE MARKET YOUR PROPERTY WHERE THE BUYERS ARE

of Yorktown buyers are from the five boroughs of New York City
Our proven strategy of targeted ads and powerful broker relationships produces 
results; no one represented more buyers than Houlihan Lawrence last year.15%
of Yorktown buyers are local from surrounding communities
As the market leader we have the largest local network of 30 offices and 1,300 
agents creating awareness for your home. 71%

of Yorktown buyers are from the tri-state area or beyond
Our four global networks provide exposure to 147,700 sales associate partners 
worldwide.14%

Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2016 – 12/31/2016, all property types sold by company, Yorktown School District.
Houlihan Lawrence Transactions Database, includes all Houlihan Lawrence buyers and all other buyers of Houlihan Lawrence listings. Percentage may not add up to 100% due to rounding.
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