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By Rick Pezzullo
A petition effort spearheaded by the 

Greater Ossining Chamber of Com-
merce to trigger a permissive referen-
dum on a proposed downtown rounda-
bout was unsuccessful.

Chamber officials submitted petitions 
with 2,683 signatures to Ossining Village 
Clerk Mary Ann Roberts on March 3, 
well above the required 2,146 signatures 
to force a referendum. However, more 
than 1,000 signatures were determined 
to be invalid for several reasons, includ-
ing signature flaws, election districts not 
listed and signatures obtained from un-
registered voters.

“This process has been eye opening 
for all of us,” Gayle Marchica, president 
of the chamber, told the Ossining Board 
of Trustees during a March 9 work ses-
sion. “It’s the spirit of the process that’s 

most important, not the letter of the law. 
I would hope moving forward that we 
would be able to work together.”

Former Mayor Miguel Hernandez, 
one of three former mayors who publicly 
opposed the roundabout in the area of 
Main, Spring and Brandreth streets, told 
trustees he was not disappointed with 
the failed petition drive.

“What is important is a lot of people 
turned out,” he said. “I think the num-
bers that turned out is quite outstand-
ing.”

Trustee John Codman acknowledged 
the commitment that was shown in try-
ing to reach the referendum plateau.

“Twenty percent is a high bar. A number 
of people worked very hard to get those sig-
natures,” Codman said. “I think the process 

Longtime 
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Restaurant is 
set to close to 
make room for 
a new building.
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Petition Effort to 
Force Referendum on 
Roundabout Fails

By Rick Pezzullo
Thirteen years ago, State Senator Ter-

rence Murphy and his family honored his 
late father, Jack, a Navy veteran in the Ko-
rean War, by opening Murphy’s Restau-
rant on Kear Street in Yorktown.

The site has been home to several other 
eateries since the 1970s, including Huck-
leberry’s, Rattlesnake, and Hanover’s, but 
it appears the food chain is about to be 
broken.

A pre-preliminary plan for the redevel-
opment of four abutting lots that would 

result in the demolition of Murphy’s and 
extend to the Grace Building, owned by 
Supervisor Michael Grace, on Underhill 
Avenue was presented to the Yorktown 
Planning Board last week.

The applicant, Paul Guillaro, is propos-
ing to build a three-story, 40,000-square-
foot office/retail building that would also 
include a portion of the Coldwell Banker 
building on Underhill Avenue. Existing 
parking for the three properties would be 
reconfigured, but the major parking area 
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Hoops Fun at Yorktown High
the harlem Wizards razzled and dazzled crowds during two fundraising appearances at 
Yorktown high School Saturday. For more photos, see page 10.

Project Proposed to Overlap Murphy and Grace Sites
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Q: Am I a candidate for an advanced type of 
cervical spine disc surgery?   
A: The cervical spine is in the neck, with seven vertebrae 
separated by discs. Because disc malfunction can impact 
the spinal cord, it can cause problems throughout the 
body. If you experience neck or arm pain; weakness in 
the arms; numbness and tingling in the arm or hand; or 
balance problems, you may be a candidate for a newer 
procedure called cervical spine disc replacement. 

Q: What causes these symptoms?
A: Ultimately, all symptoms result from compression 
or narrowing (stenosis) of the space for the spinal cord 
or the nerves exiting the spinal cord. As you age, your 
spinal discs lose height (that’s why we all get shorter), 
causing them to bulge. Picture gently squeezing down 
on a cream donut: It gets shorter but also wider. 
A bulging disc can press on a nerve exiting the spinal 
cord. At a later stage, the bulge can harden (calcify) into 
a bone spur, which can also compress a nerve. In the 
case of a herniated disk, now you are squeezing the 
cream donut so hard that cream leaks out. This disc 
material can put direct pressure on a nerve. 

Q: When is cervical spine disc replacement 
the best course?   
A: The traditional approach is the fusion procedure, 
which locks cervical vertebrae together permanently 
after removing the damaged discs. Now, cervical spine 
disc replacement goes a step better: By replacing the 
damaged disc with an implant closely resembling a 
human disc, it maintains the mobility of the cervical 
spine; in some cases, even improving motion. The best 
candidates are active people under 60 years, who want 
to maintain a full range of motion. 

Q: What can I expect if I have this procedure? 
A: You will likely go home the same day, take precautions 
for six weeks, then resume full activities. At Northern 
Westchester Hospital (NWH), one of the few hospitals 
in the region to perform the procedure, our surgeons 
are using the most advanced version, which permits the 
implanting of two discs at once. 

If You Have Cervical Spine Disc Problems…
Discover a Treatment that Keeps You More Mobile.

Marshal D. Peris, MD, FAAOS
Co-Director, Spine Surgery, 
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrPeris

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Cervical spine disc replacement 
not only maintains your mobility 
but can even improve it.

Learn more about 
advanced spine surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org

was served. I think the results speak for it-
self. We need to separate the process of the 
signatures and the roundabout for a larger 
decision about the downtown.”

The Ossining Board of Trustees voted 
3-2 last November to pursue the rounda-
bout instead of making improvements 
to the intersection. Earlier this year, the 
board approved $500,000 in serial bonds 

to finance the roundabout.
Mayor Victoria Gearity has said the 

current intersection is “antiquated” and 
options have been explored for nearly 
two years. Village officials have main-
tained the roundabout will save money 
long-term, be safer for pedestrians, calm 
traffic while improving flow, be environ-
mentally-friendly, and expand sidewalks 
inviting greater seating, greenery and 

public gathering spaces.
However, Trustee Manuel Quezada, 

who first suggested the roundabout to 
the board, maintained the board needed 
to go back to the drawing board.

“There’s always something positive 
that can come out of this. The Village of 
Ossining is a unique community and this 
process showed that. Regardless of the 
numbers, to me, as a public servant, that 

was the community talking. We have to 
stand back from this and see what will be 
next. How do we make Ossining better 
than any community out there? That en-
gagement needs to continue.”

Longtime resident Lisa O’Hanlon said 
it was clear the board had heard the out-
cry of the community.

“We are a village and we are a town 
that really is at a crossroads,” she said.

Effort to Force Referendum on Roundabout Fails 
Continued from page 1

would be alongside Route 118.
The proposal piqued the interest of 

councilmen Greg Bernard, Tom Diana 
and Vishnu Patel, all of whom attended 
the Planning Board meeting at Town Hall.

Murphy explained last week his brother, 
Patrick, who runs the restaurant, started 
talking about selling Murphy’s about five 
years ago. He said negotiations have been 
underway with Guillaro and adjoining 
property owners for the last three years.

“We’re selling the land, the building and 
the business. We made a good run,” Mur-
phy said. “Getting everyone on the same 
page was time consuming. He needs the 
three properties to do what he needs to 
do.”

Murphy said there won’t be a bank on 

the property as has been reported and in-
sisted the timing of the restaurant’s depar-
ture had no connection to its tax woes a 
few years ago when it had fallen behind 
more than $146,000 in town and school 
taxes before the situation was fully cleared 
up in 2015.

“It’s going to be bittersweet,” Murphy 
said. “It’s really fallen on my brother Pat 
and it’s just too much. It’s too much for 
one person to handle. It’s time to move on 
and we have an opportunity to do some-
thing so we’re going to make it stick. The 
people (patrons) have been great. I thank 
the community for coming out to support 
us.”

A formal application still needs to be 
filed with the town’s Planning Depart-
ment, followed by a thorough board re-

view and a public informational meeting, 
so it will be “business as usual” at Mur-
phy’s, according to the senator, for at least 
another year.

Last month, the Yorktown Town Board 
unanimously approved a tax abatement 
program that stipulates any new business 
that invests money to physically improve 
its location will receive a tax break on the 
increased assessed value that stems from 
the improvements. The abatement will 
decrease over 10 years and the base prop-
erty taxes will not be affected or reduced.

Patel, who supported the program, 
questioned if the retail/office building 
project that involves the land Grace pur-
chased in 1996 was held back until the tax 
break was made official. “They passed this 
to benefit themselves,” Patel said.

Project Proposed to Overlap Murphy and Grace Sites
Continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
With the Yorktown Republican Com-

mittee having already unveiled its slate of 
candidates for the November election, the 
Yorktown Democratic Committee is cur-
rently looking to put together a winning 
combination to try to reverse the recent 
GOP dominance.

Democratic Committee Chairman Ron 
Stokes said district leaders will formally 
nominate candidates April 21 at 7 p.m. at 
the Yorktown Community and Cultural 
Center.

“Run quality candidates who get the mes-
sage to the voters that it’s not the job of gov-
ernment to sell out to every private profit-
maker in town, but instead to determine 
what is in the interest of the whole public 
(not just the business elite) and serve that 
interest,” Stokes said in response to a ques-
tion about what the Democrats need to do 
to change their fortunes.

To date, Melvyn Tanzman, a political 
newcomer, is the lone candidate who has 
emerged to challenge three-term Supervi-
sor Michael Grace, but three familiar faces 
have stepped forward to express interest 
in the two available four-year term Town 
Board seats.

Incumbent Councilman Vishnu Patel, 
who came up short in his bid to oust Grace 
two years ago, is the lone Democrat on the 
board and is looking to win a third term. 
The other two hopefuls who have thrown 
their hat in the ring are former supervisor 
and councilwoman Susan Siegel and former 
town justice Ilan Gilbert.

Siegel served two years as supervisor be-
fore being defeated by Grace in 2011. She 
was elected to the Town Board in 2014 to 
fill the unexpired term of Dave Paganelli 
after Paganelli was elected highway superin-
tendent but she and Gilbert lost in the 2015 
election to councilmen Tom Diana and Ed 
Lachterman.

“I’m running for a town council position 
because I want to get Yorktown back on the 
right track,” Siegel said. “Having had the 
honor of serving as supervisor and coun-
cilwoman, I know that an elected official’s 
first and most important job is representing 
Yorktown’s residents, not developers.  I want 
stronger, not weaker laws that protect our 
environment and quality of life. The Town 
Board should be encouraging and helping 
small businesses, not giving unnecessary 
tax breaks to Fortune 100 companies. We 
need a Town Board that can establish priori-
ties; for me paving our roads comes before 
building more athletic fields or replacing a 
still serviceable highway garage.”

“Above all, I believe that elected officials 
should listen to and respect the opinions of 
their constituents,” she added. “We can le-
gitimately disagree on issues, but there’s no 
excuse for the arrogance, lack of civility and 
disrespect that unfortunately has become 
the norm at Town Board meetings.”

Stokes confirmed the Democrats current-
ly have no candidates lined up to challenge 
Paganelli or Westchester County Legislator 
John Testa, but Aviah J. Pierson is looking to 
possibly follow in the footsteps of her father, 
former Town Justice and current State Su-
preme Court Judge Jeffrey Cohen.

Besides Grace and Paganelli, the York-
town Republicans endorsed Councilman 
Greg Bernard and financial planner Robert 
Puff for Town Board and incumbent Town 
Justice Sal Lagonia.

Siegel Seeks Comeback as 
Yorktown Dems Formulate Ticket
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All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals: Cherokee 8541/14172, Durango 9711/20185, Gr 
Cherokee 7884/21116, Ram 5328/23899, Pacifica 10764/21063 and Renegade 9321/12685.  Pictures for illustration purposes only.Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax and reg extra. Ends 3/31/17.

By Neal Rentz
Several Somers residents came to the 

March 9 town board meeting to debate 
whether the town board should make it 
easier for residents to use all-terrain ve-
hicles on their properties.

Under current town law ATV and 
other limited-use, off-road vehicle use is 
banned within 1,000 feet of other homes 
because of the noise made by ATV en-

gines.
The town board is considering a 

change to Chapter 160 of the Town 
Code which would make exceptions to 
the Chapter 160 of the Town Code. The 
amendment would state, “The operation 
of any motorcycle, limited-use motorcy-
cle, snow blower or limited use off-road 
vehicle, with or without written permis-
sion, within the setbacks applicable to 

the zoning district in which the property 
exists unless the operation of the same 
within each prohibited area is exclusively 
for farm, agriculture or snow and ice re-
moval purposes.”

Donato Caruso was among several 
residents who said town law regarding 
the residential use of ATVs and other all-
terrain vehicles should not be changed. If 
the town board allowed additional ATV 
use on residential properties it would be 
“a slippery slope,” he said. 

In a letter to the town board, Caruso 
outlined several reasons why town law 
should not be changed. ATVs could 
throw off pebbles and stones that could 
endanger others living in the area; clear-
ing forested land to allow ATV use could 
pose an environmental threat because 
animals and birds would leave the town 
because of the noise, Caruso wrote. 

Another resident, Adam Stone, said 
the noise from ATVs negatively impacts 
the “peace and tranquility” of residential 
areas. 

But some other residents said the law 
should be changed to make it easier for 
ATVs be used on residential properties. 
Alycia Forbes, who called on the town 
board to change the law to allow her 
children to use ATVs on her property 
last year, said ATV use is barred on her 

land because her home sits on a seven-
acre parcel. A home would have to sit 
on at least 22 acres of land to be exempt 
from the town law on ATV use, she said. 
Only 21 residential properties in Somers 
are 22 acres or larger, she said. 

A date for when discussion of residen-
tial ATV use would be back on the town 
board agenda was not announced. “We 
have some work to do,” Supervisor Rick 
Morrissey said. 

neaL RentzPhoto
Somers resident Donato caruso called on the town board to continue to ban most atV use on residential 
at the March 9 meeting, above. Somers resident alycia Forbes, at right, called on the town board to 
make it easier for homeowners to use atVs on their own land during the March 9 meeting.

Residential ATV Use Debated in Town of Somers
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Generators, complete high-effi ciency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 
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Spring 
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Got you 
Down?

By Rick Pezzullo
When cancer strikes an individual in a 

household, the whole family is affected.
Walter Panas High School junior Risa 

Repetto knows that firsthand having dealt 
with her mother Alison’s breast cancer 
diagnosis in 2014. Fortunately, Alison’s 
treatment was successful, but the memo-
ries of her battle are still vivid to Risa.

“It was a shock. It does really affect 
everyone,” Risa said, noting there wasn’t 
much family history with breast cancer. 
“During my mother’s battle with can-
cer, I ate peanut butter sandwiches and 
cold cereal for dinner on many occa-
sions without complaint. While women 
are dealing with surgeries, radiation 
and chemotherapy treatment, the last 
thought on their mind is the task of 
cooking dinner for themselves as well as 

their families. No family should have to 
experience this when there is so much 
that could be done to help them.”

Last summer, Risa decided she wanted 
to lend a hand to other families strug-
gling with fighting cancer so she created a 
project called “Taking a Break from Can-
cer.” Her initiative, which she developed 
with the assistance of Support Connec-

tion, the Yorktown-based non-profit or-
ganization that provides free, confidential 
support services and programs to people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
involves asking local businesses and res-
taurants for gift cards that can be given to 
patients and their families.

“My goal is to bring hope and happiness 
to the brave women and families dealing 
with this difficulty,” Risa said. “I just want 
to help as many people as I can.”

So far, more than 20 area businesses 
have donated gift cards or services.

Support Connection Executive Direc-
tor Katherine Quinn worked closely with 
Risa on launching “Taking a Break from 
Cancer.”

“Risa’s love for her mom, as well as her 
understanding as to the stress dealing with 
illness puts on the family, energized her 

to create this project. Not only will she be 
helping families in a practical way but also 
offering them encouragement and sup-
port,” Quinn said. “Risa is a role model 
for other young people to take an idea and 
make it a reality. I am in awe of her passion, 
compassion and organization. The support 
she received from local businesses is a testi-
mony to their belief in her project.”

Risa, who lives in Garrison, said Sup-
port Connection played a significant role 
in her mom’s recovery and are now “like 
another family.”

“It’s amazing how they are always there 
for you,” Risa said. “They talk to you, let 
you know what to expect. Without them 
it would have been so much harder.”

Any business interested in contributing 
to Risa’s effort can send an email to aly3@
optonline.net or call (845) 661-4533.

Risa Repetto (right) and her mom, alison.

Panas Junior Launches Project to Help Families with Cancer

The Ossining Board of Education has 
appointed Roosevelt School Principal 
Stephen Hancock as the new principal of 
Ossining High School. He takes over for 
retiring Principal Joshua Mandel, who has 
led OHS since 1998 and previously served 
as principal of Roosevelt and Brookside 
schools. Hancock will start the new job on 
July 1.

“I am honored and humbled to be 
the next principal of our premiere high 
school,” said Mr. Hancock, who was ap-
pointed March 16 after an extensive 
search. “It is not every day that a lifetime 
goal and dream comes true. I consider 
myself fortunate to have been given this 
opportunity.”

Superintendent Raymond Sanchez said 

Mr. Hancock has many characteristics that 
make him a great fit for OHS. “I am confi-
dent that Mr. Hancock’s drive, dedication 
and creativity will have a positive impact 
on the students and staff at Ossining High 
School,” he said.

Mr. Hancock has been principal of Roo-
sevelt School since March 2016. “I have en-
joyed my time and will miss my Roosevelt 

School family,” he said. “The students and 
staff have taught me so much; they have 
helped me grow as a school leader.”

Mr. Hancock was hired by the Ossining 
School District in 2008 as a social stud-
ies teacher. He became dean of students 
at Anne M. Dorner School in September 
2012 and was appointed as an assistant 
principal in September 2013.

New Principal Appointed at Ossining High School
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By David Propper
The misdemeanor theft charge leveled 

against the Putnam County Visitor Bu-
reau’s chairman will continue into next 
month, as no resolution was reached 
during a court appearance March 8.  

Cold Spring resident Barney Molloy, 
who works as a legislative aide to Westch-
ester County Legislator John Testa (R/
Peekskill), appeared in village court in 
front of Justice Thomas Costello with few 
new details emerging about the accusa-
tions against the Cold Spring Chamber 
of Commerce board member. 

On January 25, Molloy was arrested 
and charged with a petit larceny by the 
Cold Spring Police Department. He 
pleaded not guilty to allegedly stealing 
four copies of The New York Times--
valued at $10 overall—from Cupoccino 
Café on Main Street before the business 
opened in the morning.

According to Costello, there is vide-
otape from a security camera in connec-
tion with the allegations, which the DA’s 
office confirmed it received but didn’t di-
vulge any further information about.

Costello wondered out loud if the 
problem was just about four newspapers, 
or something that had been ongoing.

“None of this makes sense to me,” Cos-

tello remarked.
The owners of Cupoccino Café also 

contemplated requesting an order of 
protection against Molloy, said assistant 
district attorney Patricia Rau so Molloy 
would stay away from their coffee shop 
and no longer patronize their business.

 But Patterson dismissed that potential 
request as unnecessary because he said 
Molloy frequented the shop after the al-
leged crimes took place, and the owners 
never said anything to him. Nevertheless, 
Patterson said Molloy hasn’t returned to 
the shop since his arrest.

“Filing the charges have accomplished 
this goal,” Patterson said, arguing he 
didn’t think the protection was neces-
sary. Costello agreed, not setting the or-
der of protection, though Rau noted she 
didn’t officially request one. 

Molloy, in the Putnam County News 
and Recorder last month, had previously 
claimed that he had an account set up 
with the business and would settle any 
outstanding charges later in the week. 

“I was never made aware of any issue 
with the papers, and have given them my 
card numerous times since without any 
mention of it,” Molloy said at the time. 

The business owners have never con-
firmed if they had that arrangement with 
Molloy. Co-owner John Arguello de-
clined comment until after the case con-
cludes and an email to Patterson asking 
about the alleged arrangement was not 
returned. 

Arguello did confirm that the shop has 
security cameras that also catch an out-
side view of the shop.

“We do have security cameras that 
capture the store 24 hours a day, inside 
and out,” he said. 

While Molloy told the PCNR that the 
matter would be settled on February 8 of 
this year, the case will now extend into 

April 12 after it was adjourned. Dur-
ing the brief appearance, Rau said the 
district attorney’s office and the defense 
were still not in agreement to plea deal. 

Currently, Rau said the district attor-
ney’s office was contemplating offering 
Molloy a plea to disorderly conduct, but 
Patterson said his client wants an ad-
journment in consideration of dismissal. 
Rau replied, “that’s off the table that this 
point” and she needs to speak further 
with the café owners.

One aspect the two sides did agree on 
is the restitution in the case, where Mol-
loy would pay back the $10 to the shop 
through the district attorney’s office for 
the four missing newspapers. 

Patterson said the district attorney’s 
office would get the check the next day. 

Molloy, who moved to the village sev-
eral years ago, has been involved with the 
Cold Spring government and politics. He 
was the planning board chairman when 
the Butterfield redevelopment got the 
brunt of its approvals and ran failing 
campaigns for Cold Spring mayor and 
then Cold Spring trustee the past two 
years. 

District Attorney Bob Tendy declined 
comment about the case because it re-
mains ongoing. 

Misdemeanor Theft Charge Against Testa Aide Remains

Barney Molloy

State Police

March 10
Michael Schmidt, 29, of Verplanck, 

was charged with burglary in the second 
degree and criminal contempt in the first 
degree, both felonies, following a report 
of a domestic disturbance on 5th Street 
in Verplanck. An investigation indicated 
Schmidt unlawfully entered the victim’s 
home, violating an order of protection, 
choked the victim and fled the residence 
before a Good Samaritan overhead the 
commotion and confronted him. He was 
remanded to Westchester County Jail by 
Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel McCa-
rthy.

Yorktown Police

March 2 
9:15 p.m. – Paul Guilbault, 24, of Troy, 

NY, was charged with speeding, driving 
with a suspended license and unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana after being 
pulled over on the Taconic State Parkway.

March 4
3:16 a.m. – Nicole Gojcevic, 23, of Ma-

hopac, was charged with driving while 
intoxicated and several traffic infractions 
after being stopped on Route 6.

9:53 p.m. – Ronte Braxton, 31, of 
Peekskill, was charged with driving with-

out a driver’s license and going through a 
red light after being stopped on Lexing-
ton Avenue.

March 7
11:09 a.m. – Matthew Daru, 20, of 

Yorktown, was charged with unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana and driv-
ing while using a cell phone after being 
stopped on Route 6.

March 8
8:04 p.m. – Rachelle Perez, 19, of Lake 

Peekskill, and Sabrina Ricciardi, 20, of 
Putnam Valley, were both charged with 
possession of marijuana after being 
pulled over for crossing the double yel-
low lines in the area of Lee Boulevard 
and Hill Boulevard. An investigation 
revealed Ricciardi was in possession of 
5.56 grams of marijuana, while Perez, a 
passenger in the vehicle, had 2.84 ounces 
of marijuana.

March 9 
7:52 p.m. – Andrew O’Brien, 29, of 

Cortlandt, was charged with criminal 
possession of marijuana after being 
stopped on the Taconic State Parkway 
entrance ramp. O’Brien was found was 
2.82 ounces of marijuana.

PoliceBlotter
Anthony Sabatino
Anthony Sabatino, a longtime York-

town resident, died March 10 at his 
home. He was 93. 

Mr. Sabatino was a retired veterinar-
ian at Schillers Animal Hospital in White 
Plains. He was born in Italy on January 
9, 1924, to Gandofo and Maria Genduso 
Sabatino. He earned his Veterinary De-
gree in Messina, Italy, then worked in 
animal care in Bologna, Italy. In 1952, he 
married Serafina Migliore, in Palermo. 
Among his hobbies was auto restoration. 

He is survived by his wife, Serafina, 
of Yorktown, his children, Maria (Don-
ald) Goodwin, of Brewster, Anthony 
(Stephanie), Sabatino, of New Rochelle, 
and Gary (Patricia) Sabatino, of Pleasant 
Valley; also his grandchildren, Anthony, 
Gary and Olivia Sabatino,  Peter Hanke 
and Sarah (Koloman) Pasiak,  and his 
great grandchildren, Koloman IV, and 
twins, Hudson and Maxton. He was pre-
deceased by a sister, Biaggia Anzalone.

Dalton Tompkins
Dalton R. Tompkins died March 9.  He 

was 24.
He was employed as a waste handler at 

Wheelabrator in Peekskill. He was born 
on June 9, 1992, the son of Theresa Bittal 
Tompkins and Daniel Tompkins. His fam-

ily said that he loved his friends and family, 
as well as the New York Yankees. But most 
of all he cherished his daughter, Christina.  

Besides Christina, and her mother, 
Mary, he is survived by his mother and 
father, Daniel and Theresa Tompkins, a 
brother, Jason, his grandparents, Walter 
and Margaret Bittal, and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins. Memorial Donations 
in Dalton’s name may be made to “Drug 
Crisis in our Backyard”, at drugcrisisin-
ourbackyard.org.

Thomas Underwood
Thomas William Underwood, a resi-

dent of Verplanck, formerly of Croton-
on-Hudson, died March 14. He was 64.

He was born on September 24, 1952 to 
the late George and Margaret Elizabeth 
(Wright) Underwood in the Bronx. He 
worked for many years as a Union Car-
penter.

He is survived by his beloved wife, 
Rosemary Underwood; loving children, 
Brook, Crystal, Erika and John; car-
ing sisters, Margaret, Denise, Alice and 
Georgianna; adoring grandchildren, 
Charlie and Olivia and his uncle William 
Wright.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on 
Saturday, March 25, at 11a.m. at Holy 
Name of Mary Church, 110 Grand St., 
Croton-on-Hudson.

Obituaries
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Kate Lanfer remembers climbing on a 
huge boulder in the park near her childhood 
home and pretending it was a dinosaur. And 
how she and her younger brothers created 
secret forts under the trees in her backyard. 

“We were always playing outside and eve-
rything was filled with magic,” she said. 

Lanfer, a Yorktown mother of two young 
girls, will be guiding kids and their adults to 
discover their own moments of magic this 
spring in the Yorktown area as a Tinker-
garten <https://tinkergarten.com/> leader 
(https://tinkergarten.com/ <https://tinker-
garten.com/>). She’s excited about the pro-
gram’s mission to provide high quality early 
childhood learning in the healthiest class-
room of all – the outdoors. 

 “I have strong memories of being outside 
all the time,” said Lanfer. “That kind of play, 
in the woods or anywhere out of doors and 
in nature, with the freedom to get muddy, is 
so important.”

Tinkergarten’s activities are about explo-
ration, discovery and making a mess. At the 
same time, they help kids develop self-regu-
lation, problem solving, persistence, curios-
ity and other core life skills. Classes <https://
tinkergarten.com/classes/> run throughout 
Westchester County (https://tinkergarten.
com/classes/ <https://tinkergarten.com/
classes/>). Plus, families connect with 
trained leaders and other folks in the com-
munity during the play-based kids’ classes, 
all while having fun. Each week is new and 
child-led, so kids and adults discover and 
learn together. During a class, youngsters 
might make mud or hunt the wind or learn 

about birds. 
Lanfer, who has a Master’s degree in el-

ementary and special education, will be us-
ing several Yorktown parks as her outdoor 
classrooms. She’s offering two different ses-
sions this spring at Downing Park and Wil-
low Park, which is on Curry Street off of 
Route 6. The classes are mixed-age, for 18 
months to five years old. They start the first 
week of April, run for eight weeks, and are 
open to kids and parents and caregivers. 

“Learning through play, while being out-
side, is just so important for me and my girls 
and I want to share these activities,” said 
Lanfer. “I can’t wait for spring!”

More information about the Yorktown 
classes is at the Tinkergarten <https://tink-
ergarten.com/leaders/kate.lanfer> website 
(https://tinkergarten.com/leaders/kate.lan-
fer <https://tinkergarten.com/leaders/kate.
lanfer>).

Kate Lanfer
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To the Editor:
In the summer of 2016, New York State 

passed a law requiring school districts to 
conduct testing of all potable water sources 
or outlets for lead contamination and to 
take responsive action. The legislation in-
cluded all buildings owned or leased by a 
school. The action level for lead in school 
drinking water is 15 micrograms per liter 
(mcg/L) or parts per billion (ppb).

The Yorktown School District complied 
with the law and tested six buildings, inclu-
sive of French Hill. Those buildings were 
Yorktown High School, Mildred Strang 
Middle School, Crompond, Mohansic and 
Brookside Elementary Schools and French 
Hill. Though French Hill is being rented 
out, thousands of children graduated there 
and young children still enter the building 
for childcare and other activities.    

The results of the lead testing are on the 
school district’s website: www.yorktown.
org. Also on the website are two letters 
from Dr Napolitano dated October 18, 

2016 and November 10, 2016 to explain 
the results of the lead testing. 

In both letters, Dr. Napolitano wrote that 
no drinking fountains in the elementary 
schools and secondary schools were above 
the allowable limits (15 parts per billion).

I am sorry to report, but what Dr. Na-
politano wrote was incorrect and also in-
complete. There were five drinking foun-
tains that exceeded the allowable limits for 
lead in water. According to the Technical 
Report posted on the district’s website, 
those five sites were one (1) drinking foun-
tain at Mildred Strang and four (4) drink-
ing fountains at French Hill. 

To ensure that the school district was 
well aware of the excessive levels in the 
five drinking fountains, Joseph Sbarra the 
school district’s environmental consultant, 
sent an email to the district listing the five 
locations that exceeded the 15 ppb “action 
level”. 

I obtained Mr. Sbarra’s email under the 
Freedom of Information Act and posted it 

on United Taxpayers of Yorktown’s website: 
www.yorktownopengov.net.  To read Mr. 
Sbarra’s email, just click on the link named 
Schools (on the left side). His communica-
tion will be the first document, just above 
the document named “PCB Contamina-
tion of Air Supply Ducts in Mohansic El-
ementary School in 2012”.  

As a side note, the Yorktown School Dis-
trict found PCB contaminated dust in air 
supply ducts at the Mohansic Elementary 
School back in 2012.  Since the dust levels 
exceeded the Health Department’s action 
level, the district was required to remediate 
it.  Did the school administration inform 
all of the parents, staff and teachers about 
the contamination?  Under the Freedom 
of Information Act, I was unable to locate 
any record showing that the school district 
made this public knowledge.  And it was 
only under the Freedom of Information 
Act that I even learned about the con-
tamination. Why was the school board and 
administration so secretive and not forth-

coming?
As far as the issue of lead in water, under 

New York State Regulation Subpart 67-4, 
posting on the school website or through 
social media does not count as written 
notification. Physical written notification 
must be distributed to all staff and persons 
in parental relation to the child, not just 
those that the school believes were exposed 
to a particular outlet.

Based on this information, I anticipate 
that the school district will post on its web-
site and mail written documentation to all 
staff and parents an update about the ac-
curate drinking fountain results at Mildred 
Strang and French Hill.

Since the district was required to test 
French Hill, please do not leave out those 
high lead results.

They owe it to the parents, taxpayer and 
community

I hope I have been of help.
Dr. DaniEl lEfkowiTz

Yorktown Heights

Letters to the Editor
Yorktown School District: A Greater Need for Accuracy

To the Editor,
I have received dozens of calls and 

messages to my office regarding bill # 
A2260.

Let me be clear. I am 100% opposed 
to A2260. This proposed legislation fur-
ther penalizes all law-abiding gun own-
ers in New York State. As if the so called 
“SAFE” Act wasn’t bad enough, now 
members of the NYC controlled Assem-
bly Majority are pushing for new ways to 
target law abiding gun owners. 

A2260 would require all gun owners to 

purchase and maintain $250,000 worth of 
liability insurance. This equates to a new 
tax on New Yorkers who practice their 
constitutionally protected right to bear 
arms. Make no mistake, this is part of a 
broader scheme to make gun ownership 
so expensive that it prices ordinary citi-
zens out of the market or out of our state.

I am adamantly opposed to this legis-
lation and will continue to fight for the 
rights of ALL New Yorkers, including the 
rights of law abiding gun owners!

assEMblYMan kEvin bYrnE

Assemblyman Opposes Bill that 
Would Penalize Gun Owners

Yorktown Mom to Offer Kids’ 
Outdoor Ed Classes in Spring

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
 914-864-0878
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Our beautiful new, 2 bedroom/2 bathroom condos offer a delightful way of 
life all year round.  One-floor living, open floor plans, 9 foot ceilings, 

contemporary kitchens, no shoveling, no raking, no mowing.

CALL TODAY. THEY’RE SELLING FAST!

Contact Carolyn at 860.739.7400  
www.seasideniantic.com
38 Hope St. Niantic, CT

SPRING. SUMMER. WINTER. AND FALL.

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241 3851

• Gravel • Mulches 
• Topsoil • Fieldstone

• Sand • Stonedust 
• Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits 
• Flagstone 
• Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones
• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill

By Neal Rentz
It has a logo of a white cross and the 

initials CPR.
No, the establishment does not 

provide first aid or cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. 

In the Beach Shopping Center in 
Peekskill, CPR are the initials of Cell 
Phone Repair., which opened in August 
2015. The co-owners are Croton residents 
Luis Figueroa and his son, Marcos, who 
spoke about the business last week.

Figueroa noted that the first Cell Phone 
Repair franchise opened in Orlando, 
Florida in 2006 and there are currently 
300 stores. Figueroa and his father own 
a second Cell Phone Repair franchise in 
Nanuet in Rockland County. 

Figueroa said his father wanted to help 
him open his own business, work with 
him for the first few years and then let 
his son take sole responsibility over the 
franchise.

Figueroa and his father considered a 
variety of businesses to potentially go 
into but they picked Cell Phone Repair. 
“The business model for this one was 
most suitable to us,” he said. 

He and his father choose the Beach 

Shopping Center because, “We liked the 
variety of the clientele here,” Figueroa 
said.  They also liked the location and the 
businesses that were already operating in 
the shopping center, he added.

Figueroa said 
80 percent of 
the repairs his 
businesses does 
is devoted to cell 
phone repairs, but 
it also offers to fix 
computers, tablets 
and consoles. “We 
also buy, sell and 
trade,” he said. “If 
you have any old 
devices at home you 
could bring them in 
and trade them or 
use them for cash 
or get a credit for a 
new device.” 

The business sells 
cell phones and 
iPhones, as well as 
such accessories as 
chargers and items 
to protect phones. 
“Most repairs we do 

are shattered screens,” he noted. 
Another common problem his 

customers have is getting their phones 
wet, Figueroa said. “If a phone gets wet 

don’t turn it on. Don’t plug it in,” he said.  
“Bring it here as soon as you can.” The 
corrosion from the water damage inside 
a phone will be cleaned at his store, 
Figueroa said. 

Cell Phone Repair is located in the 
Beach Shopping Center at 1855 Main St. 
in Peekskill. For more information, call 
914-930-8015 or visit cellphonerepair.
com/peekskill-ny/

Cell Phone repair
Peekskill

Businesses

of the Week

neaL Rentz Photo
croton resident Marcos Figueroa, shown above, and his father Luis are co-
owners of the cell Phone Repair franchise in the beach Shopping center in 
Peekskill. 
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Wizards Perform Magic at Yorktown Schools Fundraiser

PhotoS bY MichaeL GiuLiano
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OVER FIVE ACRES OF NEW VEHICLES IN STOCK!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

 *36/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0,  DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RAM CREW $28,678, 
RENEGADE $16,785, PACIFICA $18,463, CHEROKEE $21,751, PATRIOT, $15,953 10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 30¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES 
INCLUDE INCENTIVES ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 3/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR 
SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY3/31/17

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4

EXPRESS PACKAGE!
AUTO, EXPRESS PACKAGE, 20” CHROME WHEELS, U-CONNECT, 

SPRAY-IN BEDLINER, TRAILOR HITCH STK#11917T, MSRP $45,015

NEW 2017 JEEP

PATRIOT 4X4
NEW 2016 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4

THE FUN TO DRIVE 4X4!
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, COLD WEATHER GROUP, MY SKY SUN ROOF, AND 

MUCH MORE, STK# 16244J, MSRP $28,260

THE PERFECT JEEP SUV! 
LUXURY GROUP, 4X4, DUAL PANE SUNROOF, 8.4 TOUCH SCREEN, 

NAV, 21 PACKAGE, STK#16334J, MSRP $37,850

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4

BRAND NEW 2015 CHRYSLER

200 ALL WHEEL DRIVE

ALL WHEEL DRIVE  4 DOOR SEDAN!
AUTOMATIC, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOY WHEELS, POWER WINDOWS 

AND LOCKS, NAVIGATION, DUAL PANE SUNROOF. STK#9346

4X4 ALL WHEEL DRIVE!
23G PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 4X4. BACK-UP CAMERA, POWER 

WINDOWS AND LOCKS,  STK#16477J, MSRP $28,975

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$0
DOWN

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$25,995
SAVE $8,415

MSRP $34,410

$324 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$289 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$174 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$265 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L 

BEYOND LOADED LUXURY VEHICLE!
LEATHER,  8 PASSENGER, REMOTE START, PREMIUM AUTO, KEY 

SENSE  STK#5589C, MSRP $37,775

$249 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN
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CHALLENGE
T H E  1 4 T H  A N N U A L 

COLON CANCER

REGISTER
and find more information at 

coloncancerchallenge.org

Join thousands for the  
tri-state area’s premier colorectal 

cancer awareness event:  
the 14th Annual  

Colon Cancer Challenge.  
The Challenge offers colorectal 

cancer survivors, and family 
and friends of those affected 
by colorectal cancer, a unique 

opportunity to help raise public 
awareness and contribute to the 
fight against this often fatal yet 

preventable disease. 

04.02.17  
RANDALL’S ISLAND  

NEW YORK, NY

04.30.17  
MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE

PURCHASE, NY

★ 50/50 Raffl e
★ Souvenirs
★ Face Painting
★ Game Room*
★ Ga-Ga Court*

★ Popcorn
★ Pizza & Soft Drinks
★ Ice Cream
★ Photo Booth*

Doors open 

at 6:00 pm
Show begins

 at 7:30 pm

7th Annual Somers

Friday
March 31st

Somers 
High 

School

Magic7th Annual Somers

MagicMagicMagicMagicShow

Pizza, 
drinks and 
ice cream 

for sale
Online ticketing available at 

www.seatyourself.biz/somerssepta
TICKETS: $12.00 in advance or $15.00 at the door/

All proceeds benefi t Somers Special Education PTA

For questions, please email: 
septamagicshow@yahoo.com

Kids 
Under 2 

Free! ShowShowShowShowShowShowShow

Featuring:

Brad Ross 
International 

Star Illusionist

*Provided by 
Summer Trails Day Camp

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino last week appointed George 
Oros as the new Director of Economic 
Development. Phil Oliva, the current 
Deputy Director of Communications, 
will succeed Oros as Chief of Staff. Both 
appointments were effective March 13. 

As Director of Economic Develop-
ment and Special Adviser to the County 
Executive, Oros will oversee all of the 
traditional management responsibilities 
for the Office of Economic Development, 
the Industrial Development Agency, and 
the Local Development Corporation. He 
will also continue to be part of the senior 
level staff that advises Astorino and will 
work on select initiatives and policy mat-
ters, such as the public-private partner-
ship proposed for Westchester County 
Airport, the federal Affordable Housing 
Settlement, the closing of Indian Point 
and other projects.

As Chief of Staff, Oliva will oversee the 
legislative agenda for Westchester at the 
federal, state and county levels. He will 
also coordinate intergovernmental rela-
tions with municipalities and supervise 
constituent services.

“Good management and good govern-
ment go hand in hand,” said Astorino. 
“The public will be well served having 
these two talented and experienced pro-

fessionals in these key positions. Both 
have private sector experience, as well as 
first-hand knowledge of the elective, ex-
ecutive and legislative workings of gov-
ernment. This combination will allow us 
to further our agenda of protecting tax-
payers, preserving essential services and 
promoting economic growth.”

Prior to joining the administration as 
Chief of Staff when Astorino took of-
fice in January 2010, Oros, a resident of 
Cortlandt, served 14 years as a County 

Legislator, including being elected Board 
Chairman and Minority Leader. He also 
served for several years as a councilman 
in Cortlandt. Oros had a private law 
practice for more than 25 years. He is a 
graduate of Pace Law School and Pace 
University, where he obtained a Bachelor 
in Business Administration, majoring in 
marketing. 

“It is an honor to be named to this po-
sition,” said Oros.  “I am very grateful for 
the confidence the County Executive has 

placed in me and look forward to work-
ing with our partners in the business sec-
tor to spur continued economic growth 
in our county.”

Prior to joining the Astorino adminis-
tration, Oliva worked for IMS Health, a 
global health care company, as Director 
of External Affairs, and ran his own con-
sulting firm Gipper Communications. In 
his earlier career, he worked at various 
positions in state and federal govern-
ment.  He earned an MBA from Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Siena College.

“I’m excited for this new opportunity 
to help the County Executive continue 
to keep Westchester heading in the right 
direction,” said Oliva.

William Mooney III, the current di-
rector of Economic Development, an-
nounced last month that he was leaving 
the post in March to take a position in 
the private sector with Signature Bank. 
Mooney has been with the Astorino 
administration since 2010.  Remarking 
on Mooney’s departure, Astorino said, 
“While we are sorry to see Billy leave our 
county team, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank him for his commitment 
and dedicated service and wish him suc-
cess and happiness in his future endeav-
ors.”

George Oros

Cortlandt’s Oros Named County Director of Economic Development
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Soundview 
Preparatory School

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
914 962-2780  •  soundviewprep.org

Co-ed day school for grades 6–12  •  Picturesque campus  • 4-to-1 student-faculty ratio  •  Excellent college placement  •  Rolling admissions 

WHEN STUDENTS FEEL 
THEY CAN BE HEARD

it’s amazing

WHAT THEY SAY.

INFORMATION SESSIONS
Sunday, April 2: 1-3 pm
Sunday, May 7: 1-3 pm
CLOSER-LOOK DAY

Thursday, April 20  
9:30-11:30 am

You’re invited!

Soundview Prep is designed for college bound students who 

desire a more personalized and inspired educational experience.

With a 4-to-1 student-faculty ratio, small class sizes embody

Soundview Prep’s philosophy that students best develop academic

skills and self-esteem when teachers understand the learning

style, passion, and interests of each student. Join us for an 

Information Session or Closer-Look Day, and see what makes a

Soundview Prep education so meaningful and transformative.

Program Starts June 25th Program Starts June 25th

Weekly Sessions
Available

Program Starts July 5th Program Starts June 27th

Summer
Tennis Camp

Give them a 
summer they’ll 
never forget!
Give them a 

summer they’ll 
never forget!

summer they’ll 
never forget!

summer they’ll 

Program Starts June 26 Program Starts June 26

You are cordially invited to join us for a visit and 
a personalized tour of our facility  

located in the historical  
Yorktown Cultural Community Center!

• Come and meet our experienced  
and dedicated teaching staff

• Learn about our successful academic program
•Crafts • Refreshments • Live Music

OPEN HOUSE
April 3 - April 7

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

34 Years of Excellence

www.brightbeginpreschool.com     
Lic-NYS OCFS - Registered NYS Dept. of Ed.

1974 Commerce Street
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 962-2929
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By Bob Ditter, L.C.S.W.
Sending your child away to camp for 

the first time is a major milestone for 
most families, one that is often marked 
by excitement, anticipation, and perhaps 
even some anxiety. Though camp is cer-
tainly about making friends and having 
fun, it is also about being on your own 
and being a part of a community. One of 
the most important things you as a par-
ent can do to help prepare your child for 
both these aspects of camp is to talk with 
your child about it before he/she goes. In 
fact, it may be better to have several occa-
sional, shorter talks rather than one long 
conversation as children often absorb 
more when there is less to think about at 
one time. I also find that children do bet-
ter with this sort of conversation if it is 
part of a more general conversation and 
if it is part of a pattern of talking, either 
at the dinner table or while riding in the 
car doing errands.

The following are some sample topics 
for discussion that will help prepare your 
child emotionally for their big adventure:

friends
Camp is not anything if it is not about 

making new friends. If you are shy about 
meeting new kids, then learn to get to 
know others by being a good listener. Re-
member also that not everyone in your 

cabin, bunk, or group has to be your 
friend, and you don’t have to be everyone 
else’s friend. As long as you treat others 
with respect and they do the same with 
you, then having one or two friends at 
camp is fine. If you have more, then that’s 
great!

activities
There are many exciting things to do 

at camp, many of which you may never 
have tried before. If your child tends to 
be a bit homesick or worried about be-
ing homesick, remind him/her about the 
excitement of going to camp: Remember, 
when you first decided to go to camp, 
what made you so excited? You may not 
like all the activities, or you may be bet-
ter at some than others. That’s normal. I, 
however, hope you are willing to try. The 
more you put into camp, the more you 
will get out of it!

Cooperating
You, like every other camper there, 

will be part of a cabin, bunk, or group. 
As your parent, I hope you will cooperate 
with others and help out. That’s part of 
what makes camp so special — kids help-
ing each other out. Most kids will help 
you if you are friendly and help them.

Give yourself time. One thing about 

camp is that almost everything is new — 
the kids, the activities, the routines, the 
bed you sleep in, the bathroom. It takes 
a few days to get adjusted, so be patient 
with yourself. Most of the time you will 
be having so much fun you won’t mind 
all the changes, but if you do, remember 
that you will get so used to things that by 
the time you come home you will miss all 
those things!

Helping out
Camp is about fun, but it also requires 

that you help out. Clean-up is part of 

camp. You do it every day! As your par-
ent, I hope you will cooperate!

Getting help
Everyone has good days and bad days. 

If you are having a problem, your coun-
selor is there to help you! You don’t have 
to wait to tell us if you are upset about 
something. After all, if your counselor 
doesn’t know what might be troubling 
you, he/she can’t help you. Be honest and 
ask for what you need. If your counselor 

First Time at Camp? Talking with Your Child

S
U

MMER CAM
P

S
U

MMER CAM
P

~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit  www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 6, 2017.

Continued on page 20



March 21 - March 27,  2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

 

 
Premier Camp 

Ages 5-12 9am-3pm 
Soccer, basketball, baseball,             
racquetball, arts & crafts,            

Free Swim and Swim Lesson! 

Ages 6-14 9am-3pm 
Focus is on tennis strokes, footwork,    
competitive games, and a swim break. 

Tennis Camp 

Extended Child Care Available 

Free Swim aaaaaaaaaannnnddddddd SSSSSSSw

June 26-August 25  
By the Week or Season 

June 26 - August 11 
By the Week or Season 

2127 Albany Post Rd., Montrose, NY 
Rt. 9A between Croton & Cortlandt Manor    

914-739-7755 

Call for details or go to www.Premierathletic.com 

Premier Athletic Club 
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College & Career Fair
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

 PNW BOCES YORKTOWN CAMPUS

College & Career Night
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

FOXLANE HIGH SCHOOL (BEDFORD, NY)
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VOCATIONAL

"The greatest power that a person possesses is the power to choose."   J. Martin Kohe
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For more information, please contact Jason Tobacco at jtobacco@pnwboces.org

Weekly half-day or full-day camps in painting, drawing, pottery, computer art, 3D printing, 
jewelry  metalsmithing, sculpture, fused glass, stop-motion animation and more. 
From preschoolers to young adults! KAC camps have something for everyone!

Summer 
     Camp at KAC!

(914) 232-4843    •    katonahartcenter.com    •    65 Old Bedford Road, Goldens Bridge, NY
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RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on

Now that I live in a maintenance-free 
condo, I am sometimes asked if I miss 
anything about living in a single-family 
home, with those many chores involved. 
The one thing I miss most is that funny 
little room that transitioned my guests 
and I from the outside to our 
country kitchen, our mudroom. 
It measured only 8 ft. x 9 ft., but 
inch for inch, that space was the 
most practical and most used lo-
cation in my house.

It’s that in-between area that 
allows one to move with impu-
nity from one environment that 
may be dusty, dirty, muddy, or 
wet, into a cleaner space. 

At least that is the purpose it 
served when we were an agrar-
ian society and kicked off boots 
muddied from a day in the fields 
before entering the main house. 

Mostly as a lean-to shed or an enclosed 
porch attached to the back of the house, 
mudrooms were popular from the 18th 
century to the 1920s. But as our society 
shifted from farming to other less physi-
cal endeavors, mudrooms were banished 
in back to give way to the foyer in front. 

But in the 1950s, perhaps because 
Americans started to collect more “stuff ” 
in a more prosperous time following 
World War II, the mudroom regained 

popularity, adding storage space to the 
function of housing coats and shoes. And 
in the 1970s, it morphed into a combo 
storage/laundry room when homeown-
ers demanded that washers and dryers 
make their way up from the basement. 

But eventually designers ques-
tioned the wisdom of combin-
ing a place for shedding dirt 
with laundering, and washers 
and dryers made their way up 
to the more convenient second 
story bedroom level.

Today the mudroom serves 
many individualized needs 
of the homeowner and most 
times is now incorporated into 
the footprint of the house, tak-
ing space from the kitchen and 
most often situated as an en-
try from an attached garage. 

I’ve listed homes where the mudroom 
has featured a pantry as an extension to 
the kitchen, an office, a hobby center, a 
sports equipment storage facility, a pot-
ting room for the garden and a changing 
room for the pool, the latter of which is 
the case with my mudroom.

When I found my home, it featured a 
motley mudroom that had been tacked 
on to the back of the house sometime af-
ter 1860. All but abandoned in terms of 
maintenance, it was just a loosely framed 

lean-to with a cracked cement floor, and 
the ceiling was just the raw rafters of the 
roof, overlaid with wood shingles. There 
was no insulation and only wood shelves 
on one wall suggesting that the structure 
may have doubled as a potting shed. 

Because it was the direct access from 
our driveway to the kitchen, it was hardly 
an attractive entrance to the house

In my boldest construction project be-
fore or since, I chipped away the broken 
cement and hand-poured a new con-
crete foundation from a number of mix-
ings in my wheelbarrow. I insulated the 
walls and created a nice closet and space 
for a half-bath. Other than the installa-
tion of the bathroom fixtures and a new 
windowed door that replaced one with 
decaying solid wood, I did all the work 
myself. And, now, as a semi-retired fixer-
upper, I recall that work from long ago 
with a great sense of satisfaction. 

When designing a mudroom and se-
lecting its finishes, it’s well to remember 
that there’s a reason that the word “mud” 
lingers in its name. Materials for flooring 
should therefore be durable, easy to clean 
and water resistant. This is not the space 
for wall to wall carpeting, but tile, vinyl, 
natural slate or porcelain tile are excel-
lent flooring choices.

Wall treatments also should not be 
delicate, but might be a solid vinyl which 

can be scrubbed without damage, or 
paneling that will be more forgiving 
when visitor lean against the wall to re-
move their soiled shoes or boots.

One design trick is to use the same cabi-
netry in the mudroom as used in the kitch-
en which gives the impression that both 
rooms are bigger than they actually are.

Many times mudrooms don’t have 
windows, although it’s ideal if they do. If 
not, overhead lighting is preferred, rath-
er than wall fixtures that protrude into 
cramped space or standing lamps that 
could interfere with cleaning the floor.

A modern mudroom might best in-
clude closed storage areas and a large clos-
et organized in a way to separate clothing 
and equipment for the outside. Lacking a 
closet, the mudroom can accommodate 
an armoire for storage purposes.

Considering how many uses the mud-
room has today, perhaps it deserves 
an upgrade in title to the “all-purpose” 
room.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

The Mudroom: Unglamorous Name, Spectacular Function

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS

If We Put Our Heads Together and Think Spring...
Maybe it will be Here Sooner!

YNK 3807
We’ll Help You Save Money on your Heating & Cooling Bills

PRE-SPRING SALE

L ike thousands of other Americans, 
Andrea Garbarini’s life was forever 
scarred on Sept. 11. She lost her 
husband, Charley, a New York City 

Fire Department lieutenant, at the World 
Trade Center, who perished with 342 other 
firefighters and well over 2,000 civilians.

But Garbarini, a Pleasantville resident 
with two sons, has also seen how the tragedy 
has spawned astounding stories of charity, 
kindness and purpose among many of the 
victims’ families.

“Many families did amazing things,” 
Garbarini said. “Large and small acts of 
kindness for their fellow human beings. I 
felt these stories hadn’t come out the way I 
would have liked to have seen it come out.”

More than two years ago, Garbarini first 
thought about producing a documentary 
relating the stories of how a few of her fel-
low fire department widows not only coped 
with their losses but have displayed a resil-
iency some never thought they had, turning 
the event for into a calling that has reshaped 
their lives. After more than a year of plan-
ning, filming for “From the Ground Up,” 
concluded on Feb. 17. 

Working with friends Beth and George 
Gage, a husband-and wife filmmaking team 
from Telluride, Colo., Garbarini had many 
stories to chose from but decided to go with 
some of those of the people that she knew 
best. Families of Sept. 11 victims, in many 
ways, have become a family.

“It’s the family you never wanted but you 
have it and you’re thankful for it,” she said.

Just weeks before 9/11, Maureen Fanning, 
who realized her husband’s dream of estab-
lishing a group home for autistic children, 
and her husband, Jack, the parents of two 
autistic sons, discussed how if they won the 
lottery they would build a home on Long Is-
land for other families; Una McHugh, whose 
husband, Dennis, loved taking their young 
daughter to the library, established a founda-
tion to build a library in his name near their 
Rockland County home; and the family of 
Stephen Siller, who created a race retracing 
the firefighter’s last steps to help contribute 
to the Stephen Sill Foundation. After finish-
ing an overnight shift that morning, Siller, a 
father of five, was on his way home to Staten 
Island when he heard the Twin Towers were 
on fire and ran through the Brooklyn Bat-

tery Tunnel with 70 pounds of equipment 
after traffic was stopped. The foundation has 
raised more than $7 million to date.

Garbarini will take all money raised by 
the documentary and contribute to the 
foundations created by the families as well 
as other charities.

“I felt it’s extremely important with the 
10th anniversary coming that our stories be 
told in a fair and dignified manner by us, and 
that’s really what drove me to do this,” said 
Garbarini, who also appears in the film.

The Gages have begun the editing process 
and are aiming to have the project complete 
for the 10th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks. They hope to condense the story to 
fit into a half-hour time slot and pitch it to 
cable networks.

The filmmakers, who befriended Garbar-
ini when she came to Colorado during the 
summer of 2002 with other 9/11 families, 
said they were intrigued by the concept, fo-
cusing on firefighters’ widows and how they 
have tried to overcome their losses.

“They certainly had their grief, and in 
working through their grief they’re doing 
incredible things,” George Gage said.

While time helps heal some wounds, for 
many families, there are the constant re-
minders of 9/11, Beth Gage said. Despite the 

outpouring of generosity from the public 
following the attacks, some felt guilt about 
accepting money.

For Garbarini, with the major hurdle of 
filming have been cleared, the other chal-
lenge is financial. Through the close of film-
ing, she has raised about half of the film’s 
$100,000 budget she needs.

A nonprofit organization, Sparky Pro-
ductions, has been created to help raise the 
funds. It can be found on the Gage Produc-
tion’s website as well as the site created for 
the film. Garbarini said she is also searching 
for corporate and private donations to assist 
with the financing.

“Hopefully, this will all come together,” 
she said. “I never knew what it meant to be 
an executive producer. I don’t know if I’d 
ever do one again.”

Garbarini credits the Pleasantville com-
munity for helping her able to stay in her 
home. Her sons are now teenagers. She 
smiled when asked how her husband would 
have thought of the project.

“I think Charley would probably think, 
‘Here she goes again,’” Garbarini laughed.

To read more about the project, view a 
trailer of “From the Ground Up” or to do-
nate, visit.www.911filmproject.com.

Pleasantville 9/11 Widow  
Looks to Complete 

Documentary

The family of  Stephen Siller, featured in Andrea Garbarini’s documentary “From the Ground Up,” created 
a foundation that has raised more than $7 million for children in the firefighter’s name. An annual race 
through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, above, is one of  the major fundraising events for the organization.

Andrea Garbarini, pictured here with her husband, Charley, and two sons, is the executive producer of  a 
documentary film “From the Ground Up” telling the story of  widows of  firefighters killed on 9/11. Charley 
Garbarini, a New York City Fire Department lieutenant, died at the World Trade Center.

By Martin Wilbur
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Tuesday, march 21
Hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-

grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hygeia 
Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill Blvd., Suite 
K, Yorktown.  Community Acupuncture is 
being held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is 
$30. Come experience the beneficial effects 
of acupuncture in a group setting. Register: 
hyinhealth@gmail.com On the last Tuesday 
of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating 
Disorder Support Group, led by LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships with 
food. Info/register: hyinhealth@gmail.com 
or www.hyinhealth.com.

wednesday, march 22
seniors’ fitness Classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who re-
side in Peekskill. The schedule is: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut – 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Prevention Class 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-
4250 Ext.1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs 
from the library.

Senior Exercise: We offer the Workout 
M-W from 10-11 a.m. and Zumba Gold on 
Friday 11 a.m. to noon.  Free to all seniors in 
Peekskill.  Call Terri Dean to register at 914-
734-4250 Ext. 5.

PoUnD Program: POUNDTM Fitness 
Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio and 
stress relief jam session, fusing Pilates, car-
dio, plyometrics isometric movements and 
poses, is offered at Theatre and Dance Arts 
131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop-in or week-
ly discount rates available. The program is 
being provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and on Saturdays at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy 
for more information at 914 960-4097. 

anime Club: An Anime Club meets 
every Wednesday from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Somers Library. Join us for a chance to 
watch anime from Crunchyroll with your 
friends. Info: 914 232 5717 or www.somer-
slibrary.org.

bingo wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Torah studies:  Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the Torah 
studies course. The program brings you a 
series of stimulating text and discussion 
based classes that take place on a weekly 
basis. Our lessons will engage you in a 
multidimensional way by challenging you 

intellectually, spiritually and emotionally. 
They explore contemporary issues through 
a Torah perspective as well as tackling time-
less questions in the Jewish tradition. The 
classes are open to all, whatever your level of 
learning may be. The fee for the full season 
is $36, which includes textbook. Each class 
is independent. For more information, to 
view the topics of the classes, or to register 
call 914-962-1111.

Thursday, march 23
religion Classes: A class on Talmud and 

the Ethics of our Sages ae being held at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd.  Feel free to come - and to bring a friend 
- even if you cannot commit to coming to 
class weekly. We always welcome new par-
ticipants.  We meet (almost) every Thursday 
in the social hall on Thursday mornings 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  No knowledge of 
Hebrew is expected, and no particular depth 
of Jewish knowledge is assumed.  Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

swim lessons: Swimming lessons are 
being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Campus 
Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are held on 
Thursdays and Saturdays. The session dates 
are; March 17 through May 14 and May 19 
through July 9. Info: 914-737-4909.

Community Events: A series of com-
munity events have been scheduled for the 
coming days at New York-Presbyterian 
Hudson Valley Hospital, 1980 Crompond 
Rd., Cortlandt .Soups made Simple on 
March 23 from noon to 1:30 p.m.  Chef 
Adam Strauss will be cooking homemade 
soups from scratch using fresh produce 
and meats. Learn the basics of soup prepa-
ration, knife skills, and tips and tricks for 
freezing soups. The cost is $15. Registration: 
914-734-3780 or teachingkitchen@hvhc.
org. The Colon Health Community Fair 
will be held on March 23; from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. March is Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Participants will learn the im-
portant facts about colon health and color-
ectal cancer, warning signs and symptoms, 
recommended screenings, prevention and 
early detection, as well as treatment options 
and nutrition education. Light refreshments 
and giveaways will be available.  Admission 
is free and no registration is required. Plant 
Power: Anti-inflammatory Cooking will be 
held on March 24 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
We will discuss root causes of inflammation 
and the various ways it manifest in the body. 
You will learn which foods to prioritize, and 
which to avoid, while cooking dishes that 
highlight anti-inflammatory ingredients 
such as turmeric, garlic, ginger, and cinna-
mon. The cost is $15. Registration: 914-734-
3780 or teachingkitchen@hvhc.org. Middle 
Eastern Cuisine will be held on March 27 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The flavors of the Middle 
East are abundant and delicious. In this class 

we will cook with classic Middle Eastern 
flavors such as orange blossom water, cinna-
mon, cumin, Iranian limes, tahini, cilantro, 
and yogurt. Learn how to master these ex-
otic ingredients and use them in your home. 
The cost is $15. Registration: 914-734-3780 
or teachingkitchen@hvhc.org.

knitting Circle: Support Connection an-
nounces the next session of its free monthly 
program Marge’s Knitting Circle will take 
place today from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the Sup-
port Connection office at 40 Triangle Cent-
er, Suite 100, in Yorktown. The program is 
open to people living with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancers. To learn more or 
to pre-register for the program, which is re-
quired, call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

somers library Programs: A series of 
programs have been scheduled for the up-
coming days at the Somers Library. Teen/
Tween Yoga & Mindfulness will be held on 
Thursdays 3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/20, 4/27 & 5/4 
from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m.  This class provides a 
great way for teens / tweens to unwind and 
move. In a non-competitive and nurturing 
environment, children will learn a wide va-
riety of yoga poses and activities. This class 
is intended for teens / tweens in grade five 
and up. Space is limited. Registration is re-
quired.  Please go to our online calendar 
at www.somerslibrary.org or call us at 914-
232-5717. Our programs are funded by the 
Friends of the Somers Library through your 
donations. Teen / Parent Talk: College Ap-
plication Process from A-Z – will be held 
on March at noon.  Seating is limited and 
registration is required. Ghost Hunter 10 
will be held on March 25 at 2 pm.  Join us 
at the Library for an informative and inter-
esting talk about ghosts. This event is geared 
toward adults and young adults, ages 12 and 
up. Space is limited; please register on our 
online events calendar at www.somersli-
brary.org

Marching on:  Marching On Leonard 
Freed and the March on Washington will 
be held from Feb. 23 through April 2 at 
the Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. 
The Field Gallery is honored to present the 
iconic civil rights photographs of Leonard 
Freed. The 22 works on display capture 
timeless American images:  the 1963 and 
1983 Marches on Washington, the birth of 
the Civil Rights Movement, and intimate 
moments of black history.  Marching On is 
carefully curated from the personal collec-
tion of his widow and printer Brigitte Freed, 
who will also be at the opening reception 
to share memories of the now-famous por-
traits and how they were created.  Info: 014-
737-1212 or peekskill.org.

Peekskill Democrats Meet:  The Peek-
skill Democrats City Committee will meet 
from 7 to 9 p.m.  at the Neighborhood 
Center at the Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave.  
Please join us and get to know the Peekskill 

Democrats. Come meet our new Commit-
tee Chair Valerie Alcena. 

wine with weiner: Wine with Weiner 
will be held at 7:45 p.m. at Temple Beth Am, 
203 Church Pl., Yorktown.  Come to Beth 
Am for an informal conversation with the 
Jewish community on the issues that affect 
our lives. With welcoming wine (or other 
beverages people bring), Rabbi Weiner fa-
cilitates a fascinating “laid-back” discussion 
while bringing us closer as a Jewish com-
munity.  Congregants and non-congregants 
alike are invited to take this journey with our 
Rabbi.  No previous knowledge is required, 
and all backgrounds are welcome. For infor-
mation, please call our Rabbi at 962-7500 or 
e-mail him atrabbiw@optonline.net

Friday, march 24
Coloring for adults: It’s not just for kids, 

and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult color-
ing book club at the Somers Library Meet-
ings will be held in the conference room 
every Friday from 10:30 am to noon. Relax, 
color, and socialize for free. Materials are 
provided or you may bring your own color 
pencils and coloring books. Registration is 
not required. Info: 914 232 5717.

Teen Photoshop workshop: Teen Pho-
toShop Workshop: Reinterpreting the Past 
– will be held on Fridays March 24, and 31 
and April 7 and 21 at the Somers Library 
from 4:15 to 4:45 p.m.  The Somers Library 
is offering teens a five- session workshop 
in how to use the popular photo editing 
program Adobe Photoshop. The work-
shop, taught by instructors from the Digital 
Arts Experience, is receiving funding from 
Westchester Library System’s Mini-Grant 
Initiative supported by Entergy and Con 
Edison and with collaborative support from 
Somers Historical Society. The teens will use 
historical photos of our town (supplied by 
the historical society) to create new photos 
using the features learned in the Photoshop 
workshop. This program is intended for 
teens in grade seen and up.  Because space is 
limited please register.  Info: 914 232 5717 or 
www.somerslibrary.org.

Temple beth am shabbat: Temple Beth 
Am will “opens its doors to all who en-
ter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritually 
engaging and warm feeling while follow-
ing traditional modes.  All are welcome to 
our friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am 
is located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi at 
914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@op-
tonline.net   

Jewish Center services:  At the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Friday 
night Sabbath services at 6:15 p.m. and Sab-
bath services on Saturdays will be held at 
9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays, after the serv-
ices Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
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session based on the Torah portion of the 
week. During the month of February, Rabbi 
Sternstein will introduce a siddur called Sid-
dur Eit Ratzon, which is filled with modern 
translation, transliteration, meditation and 
commentaries. It is designed to work for 
the traditional “davener” who is familiar 
with Hebrew text and for those who want 
to join in communally sung parts. Siddur 
Sim Shalom will also be available for those 
who prefer to use the regular siddur. Light 
refreshments are served and everyone is in-
vited to join us as we share in the warmth, 
knowledge and friendship within our con-
gregation. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktown-
jewishcenter.org. 

Saturday, march 25
Putnam valley shabbat service:  Look-

ing for a modern Shabbat service steeped in 
Jewish tradition?   Come to Temple Israel of 
Putnam Valley, a Conservative Egalitarian 
Synagogue situated on beautiful Lake Peek-
skill. Our inclusive, community-lead serv-
ices start at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are 
held in Hebrew and English. Enjoy a com-
fortable atmosphere where participation 
is appreciated, and afterwards stay for our 
delicious Kiddush lunch. Services are free; 
Family Memberships are $250 per year and 
include High Holiday Services. 140 Lake 

Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more informa-
tion, visit or call (845) 528-2305.

Yorktown shabbat Morning services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown 
Rd., holds services on Saturday mornings. 
They are easy-to-follow services with He-
brew/English prayer books, a friendly envi-
ronment and no affiliation is necessary. Kid-
dush luncheon follows the services. Services 
begin at 10 a.m. For more information, visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com.

ossining farmers Market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is being 
held indoors through April 15 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 
34 S. Highland Ave. Customers old and new 
will find delicious produce, pasture-raised 
meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, baked 
goods, and much more. For a full list of our 
markets and vendors, visit DowntoEarth-
Markets.com.

Tugboat Talk: The National Maritime 
Historical Society presents  ‘Tugboats Il-
lustrated: History, Technology and Sea-
manship’ with Paul Farrell Registration & 
Continental Breakfast at 10:30 a.m. and 
the lecture begins at 11 a.m. at the Peekskill 
Presbyterian Church,705 South St., Peek-
skill. The public is invited to attend.  The 
suggested Donation: is from $5 to $10.Join 
us for a lunch with Paul Farrell after the 

presentation; the cost is $25, which should 
be prepaid and there will be a cash bar.  Res-
ervations are required.  Call us at 914-737-
7878, Ext. 0, or e-mail us at nmhs@seahis-
tory.org to reserve your place.

Yoga Program: Support Connection an-
nounces a free program Yoga: A Path toward 
Wellness will be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
at Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. The program 
is open to people living with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancers. To learn more or 
to pre-register, which is required, call Sup-
port Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Purchase College Events: Shen Wei 
Dance Arts, one of the premier internation-
al dance companies, will perform on March 
25 at 8 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center 
at Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd. 
The program will feature Shen Wei’s latest 
work Neither, which was co-commissioned 
by The Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College.  Storyteller James Lecesne  will per-
form on March 26 at 3 p.m. Lecesne por-
trays every character in a small Jersey Shore 
town as they unravel the story of Leonard 
Pelkey, a tenaciously optimistic and flam-
boyant 14-year-old boy. Info:  box office: 
914-251-6200; box office fax: 914.251.6171; 
administration: 914.251.6222 or e-mail 
center@purchase.edu.

Taconic opera:  The Taconic Opera will 
be performing the world premiere perform-
ance of the oratorio David.  Composed by 
the company’s general and artistic director, 
author and composer, Dan Montez, it is 

based on the biblical story of King David 
who is most known for his victorious battle 
with the giant, Goliath.  The company will 
be presenting performances of the oratorio 
in two locations: March 25 at 7:30 p.m.  At 
the Ossining United Methodist Church, 
1 Emwilton Place/corner of Route 9, Os-
sining, and Sunday, March 2, at 3 p.m. at 
the White Plains Presbyterian Church, 39 
North Broadway.  Tickets are $27, $20 for 
seniors and $15 for students and can be 
purchased at the door, in advance online at 
www.taconicopera.org, or by calling Tacon-
ic Opera’s toll-free number 855- 886-7372. 

Sunday, march 26
Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on Sun-
days at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. South, 
Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes are be-
ing conducted by rotating instructors.  The 
suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson at 
914-319-4010.

Keep in mind
attention Moms: A free presentation of 

a discussion of issues and solutions about 
pre-teen issues will be held on March 31 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Lakeview 
Room at the Mahopac Library, second floor.  
A “Coming of Age” workshop will be held 
on April 23 for pre-teen girls, ages 12 to 15, 
raising self-awareness via a whimsical story. 
There will be a nominal fee. Register for the 
moms program by visiting www.spiritscript. 
nansea@icloud.com.

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002
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doesn’t seem to be concerned or doesn’t 
help you, then you can go to the unit 
director, head counselor, etc. Parents 
should know who these “back-up per-
sons” are and how their child will recog-
nize them if they need to.

being Positive
It’s a great thing to remind your first-

time camper about his or her strong 
points. I would focus not just on what 
they do well, but their positive qualities 
as well, such as what makes them a good 
friend or the type of person other kids 
would want to know. Helping children 
identify their strengths can help them 
when they are having a setback — one of 
those inevitable growing pains all chil-
dren have from time to time.

Talking with your child about these 
kinds of issues is a great way to show 
support as your child gets ready to take 
this important step on the road to being 
more resilient and self-reliant. For you as 
a parent, it can give you more peace of 

mind as you allow your child to partici-
pate safely in a broader world.

To learn more about camp and child 
development, please visit the Ameri-
can Camp Association’s Web site: www.
ACAcamps.org, or call the toll-free 
number, 1-800-428-CAMP (2267).

Bob Ditter is a child and family thera-
pist living in Boston who consults exten-
sively with people who work with children. 
He was special consultant to the Disney 
Channel for their series “Bug Juice.” Dit-
ter has visited over 500 children’s camps 
in the United States, has been quoted in 
Sports Illustrated, The New York Times, 
Parent Magazine, and the Ladies Home 
Journal. He has appeared on “The Today 
Show” and the “Evening News with Peter 
Jennings” and is considered one of the na-
tion’s leading experts on camp. 

Originally printed in CAMP Magazine, 
reprinted by permission of the American 
Camp Association; © 2006 American 
Camping Association, Inc.

Continued from page 14

Talking with Your Child
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 032117

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-

NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 

be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 
Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-
ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

FORGEMASTER GAMES, LLC, Filed 
w/ NY Dept. of State on January 5, 2017, 
Located at 622 Midland Ave, Yonkers, NY, 
10704, Westchester County. The NY Sec-
retary of STATE has been designated as 
the agent upon whom may be served may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KDB 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 2/15/17.  Office Location: Putnam  
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: KDB Prop-
erty Maintenance LLC, P.O. Box 1669, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 197 
FOWLER ROAD, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2017. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process  
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Timothy J. Maher, 12 Oak 
Valley Lane, Purchase, New York 10577.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A NY 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC). NAME: SWAT LIMO, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filling date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 27 February 
2017. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 208 West Street, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

Hudson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .518-828-7001
Kingston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-331-0114
Middletown. . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-342-2220
Newburgh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-562-5157
Peekskill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .914-737-8800
Poughkeepsie. . . . . . . . . . .845-473-5900
Rhinebeck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-876-1976
Email us at. . . . .myjob@ucicare.com

We have hours you will love from Part-Time to
Full-Time… and even some Live-In Assignments!

NOW HIRING CERTIFIED
PCAs & HHAs — Immediate Placements!

Call or email an employment coordinator today to interview for openings near these locations:

Learn more at www.unlimitedcare.com
Great Benefits Including Medical and 401(k) Plan

Mention Job Code # 6977 when inquiring or applying
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Have you shared a bottle of wine in a 
group dynamic – restaurant meal, dinner 
party or wine bar – and fell in love with 
the wine on the spot? It instantly hits 
all the right hot buttons of your palate: 
the aromas are sensual, your mouth and 
tongue are coated with a cornu-
copia of pleasing flavors, and as 
you swallow, your whole wine 
psyche is enlivened, every nerve 
ending is tingling. Wow, what a 
wine.  

Just as you’re about to shout 
out that you’ve discovered 
your new “favorite wine” you 
look around at your drinking 
partners. Expecting that they 
have just experienced the same 
ethereal moment, you are taken 
back. Rather than expressions of 
pleasure on their faces and in their eyes, 
you see disapproving looks, wrinkled 
noses and puckered mouths. How is it 
that your body language may emote ec-
stasy while others’ emote disdain? 

This experience has befallen me – on 
numerous occasions. My palate’s inter-
pretation of a particular red wine’s earthy 
aromas, evoking visceral olfactory sensa-
tions of forest floors or pungent mush-
rooms, is in contraposition to the palate 
of my drinking mate’s interpretation of 
the wine as maliferous, pungent barn-

yard odors on a hot, damp day. 
Likewise, when friends regale me 

with their fascination with red wines 
I’ve dubbed “California Juicy Fruits,” I 
cringe at the prominent flavor of sweet 
grape juice in my mouth, without a de-

fined structure of complexity or 
sophistication. For me the labels 
may as well read “Welch’s.” But a 
certain demographic in America 
seems to have a genetic predis-
position to all things fruity – 
from desserts to breakfast cereal 
and recently to red wine. 

Each of us has a wine palate 
that is unique and individual. 
Our gustatory physiology is 
a basic component of human 
DNA; however, the variations 
of our four taste receptors and 

ten thousand senses of smell is what la-
bels some of  us as being “wine snobs” 
and others as having an “unsophisticated 
palate.” 

Compounding this conflict are wine 
critics. How many times have you read 
wine opinions on a particular wine that 
vary significantly one from the other? It’s 
as if the bottle of wine being critiqued 
was switched between critics’ samplings, 
fomenting opinions that are radically 
different. One critic’s “blueberries and 
leather” descriptors for a wine may be 

another critic’s “chocolate and velvet” de-
scriptors for the same bottle.  

The method I’ve used to hone my 
wine preferences is simple: trial and er-
ror. Years ago, I blind tasted wines on as 
many occasions as possible. Each time 
I would memorize my palate’s reaction 
to a wine: Bitter? Sweet? Acidic? Fruity? 
Simple? Complex? Over time, I built a 
personalized profile of aroma and flavor 
components that were pleasing to my 
unique palate. I found that I preferred 
wines produced from specific grapes, 
from specific regions and from specific 
winemakers. As I often advise readers: 
“Continuous experimentation results in 
instinctive behavior.”

All of this is not to say that there aren’t 
generalizations that provide macro value 
in narrowing my experimentation. My 
palate responds favorably to wines with a 
balance between acid and fruit. The mac-
ro style of French Pinot Noir is pleasing 
to me. My wife’s palate prefers wines that 
are fruit-forward; heavy tannins com-
promise her taste buds. The macro style 
of California Pinot Noir is pleasing to 
her.

Back to those California Juicy Fruit 
wines. More prolific than ever before, 
they represent one of the fastest grow-
ing categories of wine sales (many from 
California).

More winemakers are tapping their 
creative juices, attempting to be all things 
to more people. The entrepreneurial ones 
have found the sweet spot of American 
wine consumers: fruit–forward, simple 
red wines that are equally enjoyed with 
light food fare or as a quaffing wine in 
social settings. 

If your palate is simpatico with the 
style of these wines, experiment with 
macro level offerings and develop a per-
sonalized style profile in your memory 
banks. Happy hunting.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. Nick is a member of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine writers. He also of-
fers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behav-
ior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine

Listening to Your Inner Palate and Blocking Out the Static

By Nick Antonaccio

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 032117
continued from previous page
3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 926 
SJA Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on January 27, 2017. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803. The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HUTCH95 REALTY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 3, 2017. Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served upon 

him/her is: 926 Wynnewood Road, Pel-
ham, NY 10803. The principal business 
address of the LLC is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LAKEFRONT LAND LIQUIDATION! 6 
acres- $99,900 Cortland Co in the Finger 
Lakes! Unspoiled lake, wooded privacy, 
great fishing! Ideal country homesite! Call 
888-701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LAND REPO! 21 acres-$39,900 Over-
looks the Mohawk Valley 1/2 hr from Al-
bany! Views, fields, woods, twn rd, utils. 

Terms. Call 888-905-8847 NOW! NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
Chemung County: Tax Foreclosed Real 
Estate Auction, Wednesday, March 29, 
2017; Registration: 9:00AM, Auction 
Start: 11:00AM, Location: 760 E Water 
Street, Elmira, (Holiday Inn), Elmira-
Riverview, New York 14901, Parcel Open-
House Inspections: Saturday, March 18 
& Sunday, March 19, 2017, Pre- Auc-
tion Bidder Seminar: Monday, March 20, 
2017 Starts: 6PM, 100+ Parcels Available, 
For Details VISIT; auctionsinternational.
com or CALL 800-536-1401 ext 110

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an ìOld Floridaî fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from $94,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  

1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK UP 
and pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certified. (312) 291-9169; 
sell@refrigerantfinders.com

To Place a 
Classified Ad  

Call 914-864-0878 
or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication
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Strive for 5 Ends in Ossining’s  
Bitter NYS Title Loss to Baldwin

Dynasty in Doom!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Ossining reserves Brooke Weeks (5), Julia Iorio (21) and Kailee Igeneri (3) were the last of  the dejected Pride to leave the court after Section 8 champion Baldwin dethroned four-time reigning NYS champion 
Ossining in a stunning 73-45 loss to the newly-minted NYSPHSAA Class AA champion Bruins last Saturday at Hudson Valley Community College... see Girls Hoops Notebook
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Ossining’s 4-Year Run as NYS Champions Concludes 
Well Runs Dry in Pride’s 73-45 NYS Title Loss to Section 8’s Baldwin
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

TROY – It was anything but the way a 
reigning four-time NYS champion should 
go out; until the bitter end when the 
seven-time defending Section 1 champion 
Ossining Pride displayed the class and 
dignity befitting the champions they are. 

It was 32 minutes of living hell: A 
shelling unlike anything Ossining has 
seen in at least a decade: Their coach 
being ejected midway through the third 
quarter, and tears of misery spilling off 
their cheeks and onto the Hudson Valley 
Community College hardwood. 

Indeed, it was tough to watch. With all 
that and more going against the grain of 
excellence they have become accustomed 
to at Ossining, the Pride fought off 
dejection and stood tall after their 73-
45 NYSPHSAA Class AA championship 
loss to Section 8 champion Baldwin last 
Saturday night.

With Coach Dan Ricci returning to 
the floor from his ejection for a second 
technical foul, he rallied his team together, 
told them he loved each and every one of 
them, including UConn-bound senior 
Andra Espinoza-Hunter, the co-NYS 
Player of the Year. He then led the cheers 
for Baldwin – a worthy foe he expects to 
see again next year – and later saluted the 

sea of maroon within the crowd.
The state-ranked (No.5) Bruins 

(22-3) dethroned the four-time 
defending state champions and 
became the first NYSPHSAA 
team to beat the state-ranked 
(No.5) Pride (21-6) twice in one  
season since 2010.

“They’re excellent and we fully 
expect to see them again next 
year,” Coach Ricci said. “I just felt 
like my kids weren’t getting a fair 
shot (regarding the officiating). 
I just wanted to stand up for my 
kids. It is what it is, but I just 
wanted to support my kids. 

“We overachieved this year,” 
Ricci added. “People laugh when I 
say that, but when you lose an All-
State kid like Aubrey Griffin (torn 
ACL in Dec.) and still get back to 
the state finals, starting a young 
team like we did, that says a lot, 
but we return four of our five kids 
and we get Aubrey back next year, 
so we’ll be fine. When Aubrey 
went down, this group proved a 
lot of people wrong. Aubrey can’t 
wait to get back and we can’t wait 
to get her back. Baldwin is a very, 
very good team. They did a great 
job and they were hungry. We’ve 
been there and we’ve been hungry like 

that, and we’ll be hungry 
next year. We’ll probably 

An emotional Andra Espinoza-Hunter apologizes to teammates for not delivering Ossining’s 5th-straight NYS title, 
as if  it were really necessary.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Ossining reserves flip switch as Pride rolled into NYS finals in win over Mercy.

Ossining senior Andra Espinoza-Hunter (R) makes sure she shows the 
love to junior Kelsey Quain after the sniping Quain delivered goods in NYS 
semifinal win.



see them again.”
Long Island-based 

Baldwin, which 
shot nearly 50% and 
retained possession 
time and time again on 
tap-backs, stifled the 
Pride with its marque 
up-tempo offense and 
tenacious full-court 
defense for the vast 
majority of the game.

That style led to 
an aggressive nature, 
which seemed to favor 
the speedy Bruins 
while drawing the ire 
of Ricci.

Ricci earned the 
first technical foul for 
criticizing the officials 
during a timeout, then 
picked up his second 
after a debatable 
charging call against 
E s p i n o z a - Hu n t e r. 
While Ricci seethed 
inside, he let out the 
following statement 
within earshot of a 
rabbit-eared official: 
“That’s the exact reason 
why I was worried 
about you doing this 
game,” Ricci told 

the ref, who is a 
Long Island-based 
referee.

E s p i n o z a -
Hunter, who played 
three years at the 
Blair Academy 
after starring as 
a 7-8th grader at 
Ossining, returned 
to the Pride for 
her senior year 
with one mission 
in mind; a state 
title. She finished 
with a state-record 
995 points this 
season and wept 
while apologizing 
to teammates for 
not delivering a 
title. The last thing 
the UConn-bound 
senior had to do 
was apologize for 
anything after 
smashing a state 
record that stood 
since 1987.

“I’d give it all back 
for the state title,” 
Espinoza-Hunter 
said after finishing 
with 19 points 
against the Bruins, 
13 in the first half. 

“Baldwin was an incredible team.”
Pride sophomore C Kailah Harris 

finished with 11 points and 10 rebounds 
and G Jaida Strippoli added seven points, 
but the Pride would need much more 

from both to keep up 
with the blink-quick, 
Aziah Hudson-led Bruins, 
who forced 18 turnovers, 
created nine steals and 
shot 45% from the field.

“We just took what we 
felt was ours,” Baldwin 
coach Tom Catapano said. 
“Taking down a four-time 
champ was a long time 
coming.”

Just getting to the finals 
was no easy feat for the 
Pride, who held off state-
ranked (No.3) Section 5 
champion Our Lady of 
Mercy, 76-70, in the state 
semis the night before.  
Little-known Pride wing 
Kelsey Quain, who has 
played in the shadows 
Division I-bound stars like 
Jalay Knowles, Shadeen 
Samuels, Aubrey Griffin 
and Espinoza-Hunter, 
became a household name 
in parts of Rochester when 
she came of age against 
far-West NYS foe Mercy.

The junior G went for 19 
points, eight-straight late 
in the fourth, to advance 
the Pride into the finals. In 
a game of runs, Ossining 

had the final spurt, buoyed by Quain and 
Espinoza-Hunter, who finished with a 
game-high 32 points. Harris added 17. 

“It really felt great, a real confidence 
booster once I got going,” 
said Quain, who drilled 
16 in the second half. “In 
the first half, I wasn’t really 
hitting my shot but coach 
just kept telling me to 
shoot it. Hitting that first 
shot in the third quarter 
got me going, so I really 
needed to do it to help my 
team. It feels really great, 
and I’m just thrilled to do 
this for my team.”

And as a senior going 
in to next year, the Pride, 
with every intention of 
returning to Troy next year, 
will need more of the same 
from Kelsey Quain and the 
returning underclassmen, 
who were last seen 
chomping at the bit to get 
back in the gym.
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Ossining C Kailah Harris makes a move on Baldwin C Sarah Pulis in 
Pride’s NYS Class AA final loss to Bruins.

Ossining G Adriana McFadden finds a sliver of  space in paint in Pride’s NYS 
Class AA finals loss to Baldwin.

Ossining G Jaida Strippoli tries to make way around Baldwin G Kaia 
Harrison in Pride’s NYS Class A final loss to Bruins.

The controversial charging call that got Coach Dan Ricci ejected 
shows unsettled feet by Montia Moon (32) as Andra Espinoza-Hunter 
approaches.
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No.5 Somers Meets its Match in NYS Semis, Falls to No.1 Mendon
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

TROY – Don’t hold Somers’ 
53-41 loss to No.1-ranked 
Pittsford Mendon against the 
state-ranked (No.5) Tuskers. 
When you live by the three, 
you die by the three, and 
Somers High lived out the old 
adage first-hand last Friday 
afternoon in the NYSPHSAA 
Class A semifinals at Hudson 
Valley Community College. 
The youthful Tuskers accepted 
that fact with the poise of wily 
veterans after they battled the 
state’s top-ranked team tooth 
and nail for 28 of the game’s 32 
minutes.

“Live by the three, die by 
three,” Somers first-year Coach 
Marc Hattem said after the 

Tuskers shot just 3 of 19 from downtown. 
"We struggled tonight and the pace kind 
of crawled, yet we were still right there 
with them. They dominated those last 
four minutes when the shots just wouldn't 
go down for us. Some of our shooters 
struggled, and tonight it hurts us. I was 
always scared in the back of my head 
because we had seen so much man-to-
man the last 10 games, and when they 
came out in a 3-2 zone that hurt us, too. 

"Book us for next year," the coach added, 
"because the best thing we have going for 
us is our youth. I think we'll grow from 

this and be better next year."
Despite dying a slow death behind the 

arc, the Tuskers were in this game every 
step of the way until the middle of the 
fourth when Mendon (25-1) pulled away. 
Somers (19-6), making its NYSPHSAA 
semifinal debut, led after one quarter, 
and were tied with the veteran-laden 
Vikings at the half. By the end of three, 
the Tuskers trailed by only one, but the 
Vikings were too strong on the perimeter 
and equally tough on the boards down 
the stretch, enabling Mendon to advance 
into Saturday’s state final against two-time 
defending NYS champion Jamesville-
DeWitt, which went on to three-peat by 
defeating the Vikings, who missed on a 
last-ditch attempt to win, in the finals.

Somers junior G Jackie Penzo was lit 
early, scoring eight of her 10 points in the 

first quarter and was named to the All-
Tournament team. Somers junior wing 
Liv Lipski finished with a team-high 12 
points but found the going tough on the 
perimeter. Somers sophomore G Hannah 
Angelini added 10 points, but none of 
the Tuskers could match Sara Lyons, the 
Pittsford Mendon forward who went 
for 11 of her game-high 17 points in the 
fourth quarter.

“They're an amazing team," Somers 
co-captain Livy Rosenzweig said of the 
Vikings. "We felt like we hung in there for 
a while and we did, but toward the end we 
just lost it a little, but I'm still so proud of 
us and what we accomplished this season.  
It's amazing how much we did and I'm so 

happy for Coach Hattem in his first year 
here. I mean, who expected us to be here? 
This was an experience that you'll never 
have again, not just the basketball but 
being here with friends and teammates. 
We fell short but hung tough against an 
amazing team. They are 25-0 for good 
reason. We just had some holes in our 
defense today and they just killed us on 
the boards, but I'm still so proud of us."

The towns of Lincolndale and Somers, 
plus an entire student body, an athletic 
department and a throng of red-clad 
parents and grandparents concur: Pride is 
running rampant at Somers this year with 
four Section 1 team titles and two state 
crowns already in the bag.

Somers guards Dani DiCintio (L) and Hannah Angelini found it 
tough to swallow Tuskers’ NYS Class A semifinal loss to Mendon 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Somers soph Hannah Angelini (20) and Tusker teammates take one last look at scoreboard and make 
mental note to change outcome of  NYS Class A playoffs next season.Somers junior Liv Lipski drives on Mendon 

defender in Tuskers’ NYS Class A semifinal loss to 
Vikings.

Somers G Jackie Penzo drives for two of  her 10 
points in Tuskers’ NYS Class A semifinal loss to 
Mendon last Friday in Troy.

Somers seniors Faith Anne Furguson (12) and Livy Rosenzweig (21) share a somber moment with 
junior Jackie Penzo as coaches look on.
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Somers’ Realbuto, a Real Winner, On and Off Mats
By Tony Pinciaro

Brian Realbuto had a phenomenal 
wrestling career at Somers High that would 
be unrivaled, and he would continue his 
tremendous success at Cornell University.

A five-time Section 1 champion, three-
time New York State titlist and overall 
five-time placefinisher, Realbuto added 
to his impressive wrestling resume in his 
four-year Big Red career.

Realbuto completed his Cornell career 
with a fifth-place finish at 174 pounds 
in the 2017 NCAA Division Wrestling 
Championships in St. Louis, Missouri, last 
weekend.

Realbuto earned All-American status 
for a third consecutive year, the first such 
achievement for a Section 1 wrestler. He 
was a national runner-up (157 pounds) 
his sophomore year and finished sixth his 
freshman year. In three of his four NCAA 
Championships, Realbuto wrestled in the 
championship semifinals.

Along with his three top-eight finishes at 
Nationals, Realbuto was a four-time first-
team All-Ivy League selection and a three-
time Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling 
Association champion. Realbuto finished 
with a 119-19 record.

“I was feeling pretty good coming into 
the year,” Realbuto said. “I was getting 
back from knee and shoulder surgery and 
feeling pretty strong. I definitely knew I 
was shooting to win a national title.”

Ranked nationally all year, Realbuto 
was a major factor in Cornell’s 13-2 
regular season, Ivy League title and EIWA 
championship. Among the 13 wins was 
an 18-16 triumph over Ohio State. In that 
victory, Realbuto decisioned Bo Horvath, 
who was ranked No. 1 in the nation, at the 
time. Even though it was a huge individual 
win, Realbuto chose to focus on his team.

“I really enjoyed our dual against 
Lehigh,” Realbuto said. “Getting a pin in 
a match that crucial was really fun. I was 
also really proud of our team at EIWAs 
and how we turned it on when it counted.”

Realbuto was the second seed at 
Nationals. He registered technical 
falls over Indiana’s Devin Skatzka and 
Northern Illinois’ Trace Engelkes before 
pinning Illinois’ Zac Brunson. Realbuto 
faced third-seeded Jordan in the semis 
with Jordan prevailing, 11-7.

“I really came out firing on all 
cylinders, scored three takedowns and 
was completely dominant.” Realbuto 
said. “Unfortunately, I think going after 
those scores left me pretty dead in the 
third. I gave up a stall point that let him 
back into the match and then when I was 
getting takedown at the end of the third 
I went for a big move hoping to secure a 
win. Unfortunately, I didn't execute it as 
I thought I would and got caught on my 
back. Overall, I think I was in control the 
first two periods and had I managed my 

energy a bit better I wouldn't have needed 
to force a big move at the end.”

Despite a loss in the consolation 
semifinals, Realbuto was going to 
punctuate his career with a win. He faced 
Brunson for fifth place and pinned him, 
again, in the first period.

“There was no way I was going out on a 
loss,” Realbuto said. “I had already pinned 
Brunson early in the tournament so I 
think that gave me a mental edge going 
into the match.”

Even though Realbuto’s collegiate 
wrestling career has concluded, he has a 
plan in place following graduation in May. 
Realbuto said he does foresee coaching in 
his future, however, first he is planning his 
business.

“I’m in the midst of launching a beverage 
startup and our brand is called Sancha,” 
said Relabuto, an Applied Economics and 
Management major with a concentration 
in Entrepreneurship and Food Industry 
Management. “It's a premium, ready-
to-drink tea, formulated with Matcha 
green tea, a super tea from Japan. After I 
graduate, I intend to pursue this full time.”

Realbuto will do so knowing that 
his time with wrestling, along with his 
education, has helped prepare him for the 
next step in his life.

“The sport of wrestling has taught me 
a lot of life lessons that I will carry with 
me forever,” Realbuto said. “The sport has 
a ton of ups and downs emotionally, and 
physically, that I really think taught me 
how to deal with adversity.

“In all, I'm glad that I was able to 
compete at such a high level and achieve 
some success. It's been a real privilege 

to compete with the Cornell 'C' on my 
chest and represent an organization that 
has grown to be a dominant force in the 
NCAA.”

No matter how you slice it, Realbuto 
became Section 1’s most dominant 
collegiate force in a sport built on just 
that, force.

Cornell All-American Brian Realbuto in recent action.
TONY ROTUNDO PHOTO
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BREWSTER $559,900
Stately Colonial...Nestled in Carriage Hill
Estates. 4BR/2 and 1/2 baths. Space to
spare. Cozy fireplace.

Sharon Sheil
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-497-0912

CARMEL $509,950
4 BR/2.5 BA rebuilt Colonial. EIK, 4 season
rm, HWF, WIC, huge deck, W/O basement!
Walk to town, enjoy seasonal lake views!

Joan Spota
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-490-8383

BREWSTER $500,000
Stately Colonial is Set on 1+ Acres of Park
Like Property! 4BR/2.5BA home w/Cozy fire-
place. GREAT LOCATION MINS to CT/WC

Sharon Sheil
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-497-0912

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS $595,000
Exceptional 5BR/3BA Ranch! EIK w/granite &
SS, HWF, patio, porch, fam room, mud room,
storage & 2 car garage. Great location.

Andrea “Andi” Depalma
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-588-5781

CORTLANDT MANOR $459,900
Completely remodeled 4 BR/2 BA Split on cul-
de-sac. EIK, open floor plan, HWF, fam rm
w/brick FPL, CAC, deck,convenient location.

Michael O’Connor
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-552-5143

CROTON-ON-HUDSON $479,000
Private country setting surrounded by nature
3BD/2ba solidly built home Spacious rooms
Huge walkout lower level Great NYC commute

Suzanne Welch
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-557-3760

CARMEL $219,000
Lovely, warm and inviting ranch with 2 bed-
rooms and one bath. One car garage. All on
corner lot. Just move right in!

Mary Lennon-Craig
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-318-9346

PEEKSKILL $69,900
Bright 1 BR coop. Great views. Grounds
include pool, tennis courts & bbq area. Close
to train, river front and Paramount theater.

Barbara Bodnar
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-649-2018

PEEKSKILL $82,500
Meticulously maintained & updated. Sunny 1
BR co-op. Built-in ACs & SS Appl. HW floors.
WIC. Privacy. Pool. Great loc. EZ comm.

Jean Sheridan
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-643-5852

PEEKSKILL $229,999
First floor corner unit in the Woods III. 1 BR
+ den, updated kit, FPL. Complex offers pool
& tennis. Near entertainment & RR.

Barbara Bodnar
Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-649-2018

OSSINING $91,000
Beautiful 2 BDR apt w/updated kitchen/SS
applcs hardwood flrs lots of closets. Pool,
assigned parking. Heat/hot water included.

Maria del Carmen Ferreira
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-329-6104

BUCHANAN $385,000
Lovely 3BDR 2bth village home w/complete
interior renovation. Hardwood flrs, EIK, close
to park, schools & transp.

Patricia Heller
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-879-9806

MOHEGAN LAKE $315,000
Affordable, updated 2 BR/2 BA Ranch. EIK
w/granite & SS, HWF, SGD to deck, WBS, fin
bsmnt. Community pool, tennis & BB courts.

Rose Delagi
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-924-2820

SOMERS $398,888
Country Club Living in this Completely
Renovated 3BR/2BA Condo. w/ stainless
appl., granite counters & Shaker Cabinets.

William Butler
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 845-612-9479

GARRISON $299,000
One of a kind 3 BR/2 BA open concept A
Frame perched on lake in Continental Village.
Expansive views, mature pines and shrubs.

Deborah Glatz
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 845-206-1215

GARRISON $374,900
Custom 5BR/3BR Colonial. EIK w/granite,
HWF, 2 FPL, WIC, large deck, lake associa-
tion & tennis courts. 1+ acres.

Deborah Glatz
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 845-206-1215

CROTON-ON-HUDSON $520,000
Endless Potential! Private but near parks &
RR. Sunny 4 BR on 1.25 acres. Updated kit
and baths, HWF, LR w/ FPL, cath ceiling.

Candace D’Addario
Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: 914-602-3041
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