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By Rick Pezzullo
As the town board prepares to adopt 

the 2018 budget, Yorktown Supervisor 
Michael Grace is proud of the financial 
condition he is leaving the town in when 
he leaves office at the end of the year.

“We have done very well because we 
watched every nickel that we spend,” 
Grace said during a recent public hearing 
on the spending plan, which is $900,000 
under the state mandated tax cap. “I take 
pride in what we achieved in terms of re-
storing this town to fiscal health. It wasn’t 
luck. It was hard work. It was being dis-
ciplined.”

Grace, who was defeated in the No-

vember election by former town justice 
Ilan Gilbert as he vied for a fourth two-
year term, said the town’s fund balance 
has increased dramatically under his 
watch to its current level of $10 million 
and maintained no town tax increase 
should be necessary for at least the next 
five years.

“The embarrassing thing about the fis-
cal health of the town is it’s too healthy,” 
Grace said. “Why should I take people’s 
money if we don’t need it? We’re leaving 
the town in very good shape for the next 
administration.”

During the hearing, former supervisor 

Continued on page 2
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Santa Claus Came to Town
santa Claus recently paid an early visit to spread holiday cheer to children at once Upon a 
time preschool and daycare in putnam Valley. 

By Neal Rentz
Worried about potential health dam-

age, the Somers Town Board is consid-
ering crafting legislation to place restric-
tions on electronic cigarettes and related 
products.

Supervisor Rick Morrissey said he was 
concerned about vaping, particularly 
among youths, at the December 14 town 
board meeting. “This is as a public health 
concern,” he said, adding he was not aware 
of any vape shops in operation in Somers. 

Electronic cigarette use was discussed 
at last week’s meeting by Jackie O’Connor, 
a respiratory therapist and community 
educator from Northern Westchester 
Hospital in Mount Kisco. O’Connor has 

discussed e-cigarette use at several local 
schools, including Somers Middle and 
High schools.

O’Connor said E-cigarettes became 
popular a few years ago as a way to assist 
adults in quitting smoking conventional 
cigarettes. But the use of them has be-
come popular with the prodding of to-
bacco companies. “Big tobacco’s goal is 
to get youths addicted,” she said.

“People who vape are more likely to 
use cigarettes,” O’Connor told the town 
board. 

Youths often think e-cigarettes are safe, 
but in reality the vaping liquids include 
potentially dangerous chemicals, includ-

Somers Town Board Exploring Vaping Regulations
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Yorktown’s Current 
Financial Condition

CORTLANDT MANOR, NY 
CALL: 845-402-8240  

ZERO 
ENROLLMENT

(SAVE $99) 

FREE PASS ONLINE
www.RetroFitness.com/CortlandtManorNY 

HURRY OFFER ENDS 1.31.18 
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Jackie o’Connor, a respiratory therapist and community educator from northern Westchester hospital in 
Mount Kisco, discussed the dangers of electronic cigarette use at the Dec. 14 somers town board meeting.

Somers Advances to 
Tusker Tourney Final...

See 
Sports



December 19 - December 25,  2017 The Northern Westchester Examiner2         

Q: What is a hernia?  
A: A hernia is an opening within muscles or 
connective tissue, called fascia, through which 
intestines or fat protrudes. Hernias tend to occur 
in the belly through previous incisions, or most 
commonly in the groin, which is known as an inguinal 
hernia. They can develop at any age, from birth 
onward. Hernias may grow over time or they can 
come on suddenly; they may result from strenuous 
activity, heavy lifting, during pregnancy, or even 
from a fit of coughing. 

Q: What should I do if I think I have a hernia?    
A: It’s important to seek medical attention right away 
if you think you have a hernia. Aside from resting 
and taking ibuprofen for pain, unfortunately there 
isn’t a lot that people can do on their own when 
it comes to treating a hernia. The only definitive 
treatment is surgery. Hernias, if left untreated, can 
continue to enlarge, putting you at risk for potentially 
dangerous complications, like lack of blood supply or 
strangulation to the intestines. 

Q: What are the surgical options for 
treating a hernia? 
A: Hernias are treated either by open repair, or minimally 
invasive surgery, which includes laparoscopy or robot-
assisted surgery. At Northern Westchester Hospital all 
methods are available and selected based on the size 
and location of the hernia. Inguinal hernias, or hernias in 
the groin, require a synthetic mesh to repair and cover 
the defect, or hole. Other methods, like Laparoscopy and 
robotic hernia repair, allow the surgeon to make smaller 
incisions with smaller operating tools. In both types of 
surgery, the risk of complications is minimal – about 
the same as any surgical operation. Hernia repairs are 
ambulatory procedures and you’ll be able to go home 
the same day. The risk of recurrence is slim: There’s 
about a 5 percent chance that a person will experience 
another hernia in the same spot or elsewhere.

Q: How long is the recovery period?
A: I generally recommend patients take a week off from 
work and that they do not lift anything heavier than 25 
pounds for at least six weeks. I typically don’t restrict 
cardiovascular exercise with my patients and most 
patients are able to return to regular activities without 
pain after a few weeks.

Hernia Repair Methods 
and Recovery
Find out what’s right for you…

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Amanda Messina, FACS
Bariatric Surgery & General Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Messina, visit
nwhsurgicalweightloss.
org/DrMessina

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

ing nicotine, O’Connor said. The “cloud 
of vapor” coming from e-cigarettes also 
provides a second-hand risk to those 
who do not use them, she said, adding 
the vapor contains chemicals and is not 
just water. 

Electronic cigarettes have slang names 

among youths including Jeul and PHIX 
and they can be disguised to resem-
ble other objects like computer thumb 
drives and pens and are not recognized 
by parents and teachers, O’Connor said.

Though the sale of tobacco products 
is banned for individuals under 18 in 
New York State, e-cigarettes and vaping 

liquids can easily be purchased via the 
Internet by minors, O’Connor said. 

Councilman Anthony Cirieco asked 
if Westchester County was consider-
ing measures to curb e-cigarette use. 
O’Connor said she was not aware of any 
new efforts on the county level.

The town board is considering such 

options as banning e-cigarettes in town 
government buildings but did not agree 
to any specific legislation at last week’s 
meeting. The board will discuss the issue 
in the future.

The town board needs to address e-
cigarette use to protect “the health and 
safety of our youths,” Morrissey added. 

Somers Town Board Exploring Vaping Regulations
Continued from page 1

and councilwoman Susan Siegel accused 
Grace of becoming “addicted” to using 
fund balance to keep the tax levy down, 
which she contended was “not a very 
good practice.”

“The 2018 budget continues to play 
dangerous games with the tax levy,” 
Siegel remarked. “Decreasing the tax levy 
doesn’t necessarily mean lower taxes.”

Grace scoffed at Siegel’s remarks and 
warned Gilbert about the individuals he 
takes advice from when he is supervisor.

“I don’t know what it means to be ad-
dicted to fund balance. It’s complete ut-
ter nonsense,” said Grace, who noted $1 

million from the general fund was being 
utilized to balance the 2018 budget. “It’s 
the same criticism I’ve heard from Susan 
Siegel for six years. The next adminis-
tration, be careful who you listen to. Be 
careful of what is said. If you’re going to 
be a leader sometimes you can’t listen to 
the naysayers.”

Gilbert said he wouldn’t be able to 
evaluate the financial shape of the town 
until he is actually calling the shots for 
several months.

“Time will tell what kind of budget 
this ultimately will be,” he said. “I hope 
that our transition can be a smooth one. 
I intend to listen to all sides and give all 

sides a fair hearing.”
Grace said $100,000 was included in 

the budget for lights at the Granite Knolls 
sports complex on Stony Street, which he 
maintained was otherwise being funded 
by outside sources.

“The bottom line is we got two fields 
for the price of one,” Grace said. “We had 
a target and we hit that target.”

Several town recreational sports of-
ficials were relieved to learn the Granite 
Knolls facility, which is expected to be 
completed in time for the spring sports 
season, will not be shortchanged.

“Granite Knolls has something for 
everybody,” said Yorktown Athletic Club 

President John Campobasso. “It will be 
such a great facility for all the kids.”

Meanwhile, Grace put in his two cents 
to the incoming town board about mov-
ing forward with his pet project of re-
locating the town’s highway garage and 
parks and recreation operations, a con-
troversial plan that has been met with 
some opposition from several outspo-
ken residents and Councilman Vishnu 
Patel.

“Everybody has two eyes but not the 
same view,” Patel remarked.

The vote on the 2018 budget is slated 
to take place on December 19 at York-
town Town Hall.

Grace Proud of Yorktown’s Current Financial Condition
Continued from page 1

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878



December 19 - December 25,  2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 3

Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!
Winter Seasonal & Holiday Beers

Many to Choose From!

Open Christmas Eve & 
New Year’s eve till 6:00 pm

     Closed Christmas 
& New Year’s Day

1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill • 914-737-8375
 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

ATM
PRICES GOOD THROUGH 12/24/17 • Prices Before Tax & Deposit 

We Sell
Growlers!

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com

20 Pk Bottles

$1599

$1099
12 Pk Bottles

Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!
Winter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday Beers

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com

Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!Merry Christmas And Happy New Year!
Winter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday BeersWinter Seasonal & Holiday Beers

We SellWe Sell
Growlers!Growlers!

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com

Give the Gift 
of Beer!

 20 Pk Bottles

$1699 $1599
20 Pk Bottles

$1599
20 Pk Bottles

$1299
12 Pk Bottles

$1599
12 PK Bottles

$1399
12 Pk Bottles

All Varieties

$1299
 12 Pk Bottles 12 Pk Bottles

$1599
All Varieties

$1699
 12 Pk Bottles

Sam Adams 
Utopias 2017 

In Stock!

$1699
24-12 oz Cans (Suitcase)
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Now Open in 
Mohegan Lake, Rt 6! • 914 743 1827

We Carry

373 Downing Drive Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914 352-6127
www.dastruckandauto.com

Northern Westchester’s
Most Exciting

Auto Store
You Won’t Be

 Disappointed!

FREE WIPER BLADE 
INSTALLATION  AT DAS!

VISIT OUR OTHER GREAT LOCATION!

20% OFF 
ANY 1 ITEM

With this coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. One coupon per purchase. 
Excludes Oil & Special Orders. Expires 12/31/17

DAS AUTO PARTS & BATTERY CENTER

Wiper Blade 
Season is 

Here! 

Don’t Be Caught With a Dead Battery 
Ask Us For a FREE Battery Test!

HOUSE & 
CAR KEYS 

MADE HERE

By Rick Pezzullo
A popular restaurant in the Beach 

Shopping Center in Peekskill is getting 
into the holiday spirit by holding fund-
raising drives until the end of the year.

Nonna’s, which is celebrating its 11th 
anniversary, is counting on support from 
the community on Saturday, December 
23 and Saturday, December 30 as it tries 

to do its part in lending a hand to the vic-
tims of hurricanes in Puerto Rico, Texas 
and Florida.

The restaurant kicked off its effort last 
Saturday as representatives from the Sal-
vation Army and Peekskill councilmen-
elect Colin Smith and Ramon Fernan-
dez, along with local cable host George 

Ondek, joined Nonna’s owner Mike Ka-
bashi.

“The objective here is to get everyone 
involved and help as much as you can,” 
said Kabashi, who will match every dol-
lar that is donated. “I just hope everyone 
gives a little more effort to help those in 
need.”

Salvation Army Colonel Kathleen 
Vohs, Westchester and Putnam chap-
ter coordinator, said all of the money 
placed in the familiar red kettle will go 
to relief efforts. She noted the Salvation 
Army has a strong presence already in 
Puerto Rico.

“There are parts of the island that are 
very difficult to get to,” Vohs said of the 
devastation in Puerto Rico. “It’s a busy 
time of year for us. It’s really the gen-
erosity of the people of the community 
(that allows the Salvation Army to do its 
work).”

Smith applauded Nonna’s and Kabashi 
for giving back to help those less fortu-
nate.

“I think it’s a great effort. The damage 
left by the hurricanes was tremendous 
and left a lasting impression,” Smith said. 
“Giving back to the community is what 
it’s all about.”

photo by riCK pezzULLo 
nonna’s owner Mike Kabashi, Kathy Vohs from the salvation army, George ondek, and peekskill 
Councilman-elect Colin smith and ramon Fernandez.

Peekskill Restaurant Conducting Fundraisers for Relief Efforts

Rotary Club Rings Bells for Salvation Army
Volunteers from the rotary Club of  peekskill were stationed at Wal-Mart in the Cortlandt town 
Center, located on route 6 in the town of  Cortlandt on December 8 and 9, all day and evening, 
ringing bells to collect monies from shoppers for the salvation army’s red donation kettle.
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CALIFORNIA MERLOT SALE

SAUVIGNON BLANC SALE

BLACK BOX
• MALBEC
• PINOT GRIGIO
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• CHARDONNAY ALL 3 LTR

$1899

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$1199
50.7 oz.

YELLOW TAIL
SHIRAZ

CHARDONNAY 50.7 oz.

$1099

JACK DANIELS’
$4799

1.75 LTR.

JIM BEAM
MAKERS 

MARK

$2999
$4999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT
• CABERNET
   SAUVIGNON

$599
BERINGER
CALIFORNIA COLLECTION

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

DODD’S CABERNET SAUVIGNON SALE

CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIR SALE

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT ITEMS. AVAILABLE WHILE THEY LAST. SALE ENDS IN ONE MONTH. ALL 750ml UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. IN EVENT OF TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LISTED PRICES WILL PREVAIL. IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR SALE PRICES SUPER LOW, CASH AND CARRY ON ALL SALE ITEMS.

$3299
1.75 LTR.

DEWAR’S SCOTCH or 
Johnnie Walker Red

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK
CHIVAS 
REGALOR

LARGE SIZE GIN SALE!
• FLEISCHMANN’S......................15.99
• GORDON’S ................................19.99
• BEEFEATER ..............................35.99
• TANQUERAY ............................39.99
• BOMBAY SAPPHIRE ................39.99

ALL 1.75 LT

MALT SCOTCH SALE
• LAPHROAIG Select ..................39.99
• GLENMORANGIE .....................39.99
• MACALLAN...............................57.99
• GLENLIVET LTR .........................59.99
• BALVENIE 12 Year Double Wood .............59.99
• LAGAVULIN ..............................69.99
• TALISKER DE  ..........................59.99

Svedka
VODKA
Belvedere
VODKA

$1999
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

Stolichnaya
VODKA
Smirnoff
VODKA

$3599

$2099
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

DODD’S STANDARD BRAND SALE

LOUIS JADOT
• BEAUJOLAIS
   VILLAGES ............. .9.99
• MACON BLANC .. 10.99

$1999

MARK
WEST

$899 CASTLE
ROCK

$799 PINOT
PROJECT

$999

699$4

1.75 LTR.999$6

NEW LOW PRICE!!

CANADIAN CLUB
$2399

1.75 LTR.

ZINFANDEL SALE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

APOTHIC
RED

$899

GREY 
GOOSE

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

$4999

$2799

$3999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

SPANISH RED WINES RATED 90+ 

DODD’S CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAY SALE

DODD’S CONNOISSEUR’S WINE SELECTION

Your 
Choice!

$999
COPPOLA......10.99  ST. FRANCIS.......10.99 J. LOHR.......11.99 RODNEY STRONG.....11.99
SIMI.....12.99 LA CREMA “Monterey” ...15.99 SONOMA CUTRER ....23.99 FLOWERS ......39.99
NEWTON Un� ltered Rated 93 RP..................39.99 GRGICH HILLS............39.99 KISTLER..................69.99

• ALVAREZ TOLEDO MENCIA ROBLE2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• SA RA DA Seleccion Garnacha 2009 Rated 90 WA ..........................
• SABOR REAL Joven 2008 Rated 90 WA ...........................................  
• LA TRIBU 2010 Garnacha, Syrah, Monastrell Rated 90 WA ...........
• TARIMA MONASTRELL 2015 Rated 91 WA .....................................  
• LAGAR DE ROBLA Mencia 2012 Rated 91 WS .................................
• CARMINE Monastrell 2009 Rated 90+ WA .......................................
• ANGOSTO Tinto Malbec, Garnacha 2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• ENRIQUE MENDOZA MONASTRELL 2014 Rated 92 WA ................  
• RAFAEL REVERTE Cistum 2009 Rated 92 WA ................................
• ALTOS DeLa HOYA 2012  Rated 91 Tanzer ........................................  
• PASION DE BOBAL  2012 Rated 90 WA ............................................

Your Choice!

$799
Your Choice!

$999SAMPLE
CASE PRICE$105.88

• EXCELSIOR Cabernet Sauvignon ...............6.99
• LOS VASCOS Cabernet Sauvignon .............7.99
• 14 HANDS Cabernet Sauvignon ..................7.99
• RELAX RIESLING ........................................8.99
• OYSTER BAY Sauvignon Blanc .................10.99
• CANNONBALL Cabernet Sauvignon ........10.99
• PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier Rated 90 WA .10.99

• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon ...............................11.99
• GUIGAL Cotes Du Rhone ...................................11.99
• FERRARI CARANO Fume Blanc Rated 90 WA ......11.99
• LAYER CAKE Your Choice! Shiraz or Malbec ...12.99
• ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo .........12.99
• BUTTER Chardonnay .........................................13.99
• DECOY “Duckhorn” Cabernet Sauvignon ........17.99
• CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc Rated 93 WS ........25.99

DODD’S POPULAR WINE BRAND SALE

   MEIOMI 
Pinot 
Noir ........17.99

• WARRES PORT 2003 Rated 93 WA ............................................................59.99
• PERTIMALI 2012 BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO Rated 98 WS .................. ..59.99
• SHAFER 2013 “HILLSIDE SELECT” Rated 98+ WS ............................. ..299.99
• CAYMUS “SPECIAL SELECTION” 2012 1.5 LTR Big Bottle Rated 96 WA... ..........399.99
• CH. MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 2012  Rated 96 WA ...................................499.99

•BABICH Sauvignon Blanc
•KRIS Pinot Grigio 099$1

YOUR CHOICE

POUILLY FUISSE
DOM. ROCHERS
2015 Rated 90 WS
CH. BEAUREGARD
2014 Rated 92 WS

$1499

$1799

2016 Festivo 
Malbec 
Rated 90 Suckling

DODD’S FREE 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Too busy at work? Too busy with the kids? We at Dodd’s understand your busy 
life. Dodd’s delivery service offers customized shopping brought directly to 
your door. Call us today to place your orders 914-762-5511

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC
$10.99

SANTA MARINA PINOT GRIGIO
$9.99 50.7 oz

KENDALL 
JACKSON
10.99HIGHLY RATED ITALIAN WINES

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18
•MEZZACORONA PINOT GRIGIO 50.7 oz. ...................................................11.99
• ROBERT MONDAVI WOODBRIDGE CHARD OR CAB 50.7 oz........11.99
• BAREFOOT ( Chardonnay, Cabernet, Pinot Grigio) 50.7 oz Large Size. ..........................11.99
• BOLLA ( Soave, Valpolicella, Bardolino) 50.7 oz Large Size. ....................................................11.99
• RUFFINO CHIANTI  50.7 oz Large Size.......12.99   750 ml...........7.99
•CITRA RED OR WHITE   50.7 oz Large Size........8.99    LINDEMANS’ CHARD...................5.59
•HARVEY’S CREAM SHERRY.....13.99  DRY SACK..........14.99  LILLET................17.99
•LINDEMAN’S CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, SHIRAZ 1.5 LT ..................................................... ..9.99

Johnnie Walker Blue............169.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18

• BOGLE ...............................................8.99
• VILLA MARIA Rated 90 WS ...............9.99
• BABICH Great Price ...........................10.99
• KIM CRAWFORD...... 12.99 Mfr.’s Mail-In 

Rebate Per Case
$36

Mfr.’s 
Mail-In 
Rebate
Per Box

$3

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24• CLOS DU BOIS 
• ESTANCIA
• TOASTED HEAD 
• CH. ST. JEAN or HESS
• MERIDIAN 
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate”
• CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per 
Case

$30

• Columbia Crest ............... 8.99
• Ravenswood ................... 8.99
• Clos Du Bois .................... 9.99
• Estancia ........................... 9.99
• J. Lohr ........................... 14.99

• Coppola ....................... 15.99
• Benziger ...................... 17.99
• Kendall Jackson ......... 17.99
• Simi ............................. 18.99
• Franciscan ................... 23.99

• Robert Mondavi .........23.99
• Jordan ........................49.99
• Stag’s Leap .................49.99
• Caymus Rated 94 WA ......74.99
• Opus 1 .................INQUIRE

$24 Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

• BLACKSTONE ................................................ 7.99
• BOGLE ............................................................ 7.99
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate” ............. 8.99
• CLOS DU BOIS..............12.99
• KENDALL JACKSON .................................. 15.99
• DUCKHORN ................................................. 44.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$24

CORDIAL SALE
ALL 750 MLYOUR CHOICE $799Cline •Ravenswood

Dancing Bull

Georges du Boeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 2017

$899
• Seghesio 2015 Rated 90 WS ................................19.99
• Ridge 2015 Three Valleys ..............................24.99
• Ridge 2015 Lytton Springs Rated 94+ ..............35.99

Was 
$13.99

$799

230 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD•MILLWOOD
MILLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Off Taconic Pky

   LIQUOR CITY • 762-5511
              www.doddswineshop.com

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$40

• KAHLUA ...................................20.99
• BAILEYS IRISH CREAM .......................23.99
• AMARETTO DI SARONNO ......24.99
• SAMBUCA ROMANA ................25.99

$60 MFR. REBATE 
PER CASE

DODD’S CHAMPAGNE SALE

• ANTINORI SANTA CRISTINA ...................................... 7.99
• MONTE ANTICO 2012 Rated 92 Suckling ............................................................. 9.99
• ANTINORI TOSCANA ROSSO ........................................................................ 15.99
• ALLEGRINI Palazzo Della Torre Rated 92 Suckling .......................................... 16.99
• MONSANTO CHIANTI CLASSICO RISERVA 2013 Rated 91 #58 Wine of the Year .. 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE CHIANTI ..................................................... 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE Gold Label ................................................... 29.99
• ANTINORI TIGNANELLO 2013 Rated 94 #8 Wine of the Year .............................. 89.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24

•KORBEL BRUT .................................................................................................................................11.99
• COOK’S Brut........7.99                              FREIXENET Cordon Negro.......................8.99   CINZANO  ........8.99
• HENKELL TROCKEN..........8.99  MARTINI & ROSSI  Asti Spumante.........12.99  PIPER SONOMA Brut........15.99
• CHANDON Brut....................15.99  PIPER HEIDSIECK Brut....................34.99  MOET Imperial.....................38.99
• PERRIER JOUET...........39.99   LOUIS ROEDERER.......39.99  MUMMS........39.99  TAITTINGER..............39.99
•VEUVE CLIQUOT Brut “Yellow Label”.............................................................................39.99
  DOM PERIGNON  Brut....................................149.99 LOUIS ROEDERER “Cristal”...........................................199.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$18

50.7 oz.

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

              www.doddswineshop.com

OPEN 
SUNDAYS 

12-5

DODD’S SPECIAL WINE BUYS

2015 CH. BEAUCASTEL 
CHAT. DU PAPE Rated 96 WA/97 WS Was 89.99 .....................62.99
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December is Cold and Dank
Call Sclafani

We’ll “Top” Off Your Tank!
Generators, Complete High Effi ciency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available

YORKTOWN RESIDENTS
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAY

SOLID WASTE SCHEDULE

YORKTOWN RESIDENTS
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAY

SOLID WASTE SCHEDULE
No Collections Monday, December 26 & Monday, January 2

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
26

Christmas
(observed)

*
No Collections

27
Sections 1 & 7
RECYCLING

“Monday’s”
KITCHEN
REFUSE

28
Section 6

RECYCLING

“Tuesday’s”
KITCHEN
REFUSE

29
Sections 2 & 3
RECYCLING

Thursday’s
KITCHEN
REFUSE

30
Sections 4 & 5
RECYCLING

Friday’s
KITCHEN
REFUSE

2
2017

New Year’s
Day

(observed)
*

No Collections

3
Sections 1 & 7
RECYCLING

“Monday’s”
KITCHEN
REFUSE

4
Section 6

RECYCLING

“Tuesday’s”
KITCHEN
REFUSE

5
Sections 2 & 3
RECYCLING

Thursday’s 
KITCHEN
REFUSE

6
Sections 4 & 5
RECYCLING

Friday’s
KITCHEN
REFUSE

      Recycle Gift Boxes  
      Empty, flatten & tie boxes -- no wrapping paper or ribbons

____________________________________________________________________
                    

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  

   Questions?  (914) 245-4438         www.Yorktownny.org/refuserecycling
                        

Recycle Gift Boxes:
Empty, fl atten & tie; 
no wrapping paper

or ribbons

No Collections Monday, December 25 & Monday, January 1

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  (behind Police/Court)

       Questions? (914) 245-4438  •  www.Yorktownny.org/refuserecycling
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Yorktown School District was 

recently cited by the New York State 
Comptroller’s Office for not consistently 
using “competitive methods when pur-
chasing goods and services” over a two-
year span.

The findings from the state occurred 
during an audit of the district’s finances 

between July 1, 2015 and March 31, 2017.
During its review, the Comptroller’s 

Office discovered $728,341 in claims that 
were paid “without sufficient documen-
tation.”

In addition, the state found Yorktown 
overpaid $5,844 for fuel and some credit 
purchases were not properly authorized, 
controlled and monitored.

Moving forward, the Comptroller’s 
Office recommended the district revise 
its procurement policy and use competi-
tive methods when procuring goods and 
services, along with revising its policy and 
procedures regarding credit purchases.

District officials released a state-
ment concerning the audit that read, 
“The Yorktown Central School District 

is committed to continually improving 
in all areas.  We thank the New York 
State Comptroller’s Office for the three 
months they spent in our district and the 
suggested improvements they provided.”

The Yorktown School District oper-
ates with an annual budget of about $98 
million and serves approximately 3,400 
students.

State Comptroller Offers Suggestions to Yorktown Schools 

The Yorktown Central School 
District’s 20/20 Vision for 2020 
centers around a new approach to 
teaching and learning called ES-
TEAM.

The well-known educational 
concept STEAM, which is the in-
tegration of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics 
in the curriculum, has been widely 
adopted across the country.

But in his inaugural year as 
Yorktown Central School District 
Superintendent, Dr. Ron Hattar 
wanted to take it one step further 
by adding a foundational element 
to STEAM: ‘E’ for empathy.

“I believe empathy underpins all 
of the work of STEAM education,” 

Hattar said. “I believe STEAM 
cannot exist, with any level of au-
thenticity, without first teaching 
students to be empathetic.”

Hattar describes ESTEAM as 
the “magical coalescence of kind-
ness, sensitivity, empathy, crea-
tivity, innovation, imagination, 
science, technology, engineering, 
arts, mathematics, and fun”.

The idea of infusing empathy 
in creative problem solving is 
well-documented in research Hat-
tar believes that in order to solve 
problems facing society, students 
must first be able to put themselves 
in someone else’s shoes with a pro-
found level of sensitivity. He found 
willing partners for his ESTEAM 

mission in the Yorktown schools, 
which have been recognized as a 
national District of Character for 
“possessing cultural sensitivity, 
civility and kindness at an exem-
plary level”.

“We have a wonderful team in 
the Yorktown Central School Dis-
trict.  We are setting our sights 
very high, and with the enormous 
talent of our teachers and staff, I 
am confident the children of York-
town will be well-positioned to 
lead the world forward. The cur-
ricular leadership of Mrs. O’Shea, 
Mr. Leis, our extraordinary princi-
pals, and teacher leaders, have us 
poised to advance this work.”

Yorktown School District Pioneers “ESTEAM” Approach 

First-graders at Mohansic elementary school work on a project in the 
esteaM Lab
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Albert Ross

Albert R. Ross, a resident of Ossining, 
died December 12. He was 76.

He was born in the Bronx on Sep-
tember 15, 1941, to Albert & Rita Lucia 
(Muro). He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army as a PFC. Mr. Ross was a mem-
ber of the American Legion Post 506, a 
member of the BPOE-Elks #1486, a com-
municant of St. Ann’s Church, a Consta-
ble with both the Village and Town of 
Ossining and a Auxiliary Detective with 
the Village of Ossining Police Auxiliary. 
He was a former employee of Con Edi-
son.

He is survived by his wife Arlene, 
three children, Risa, Brandon and Eliza-
beth Faiella; two grandchildren; and one 
granddog.

Barbara “Jenny” Treasure

Barbara Jane “Jenny” Treasure, for-
merly of Peekskill and a resident of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, died peacefully Novem-
ber 10. She was 59.

She was born November 3, 1958 in 
Norwalk CT to Father Anthony P. and 
Kathleen (Phillips) Treasure. She gradu-
ated from St. Mary’s School in Peekskill 
in 1977. She was a loving daughter and 

sister. 
She is survived by her brothers: 

Mathew (Anne Marie), David (Anne), 
and Timothy (Anne) Treasure, niece 
and goddaughter Emily (Jarret), 
and nephews; Christopher, Jaymes, 
Joseph, Andrew and Luke. She was 
predeceased by her parents and niece, 
Jennifer.

Carmen Chirila

Carmen D. Chirila, a resident of Cro-
ton-on-Hudson, died December 8 with 
her family by her side. She was 67. 

She was born to Coriolanus and Livia 
Iuga on October 6, 1950 in Arad, Tran-
sylvania, Romania. She was a member 
of the Orthodox Church of NY and St. 
Mary’s Greek Catholic Church of Asto-
ria, NY. She was also a member of the 
Romanian Culture Center of NY, Inc. 
She volunteered with the afterschool 
program with Hendrick Hudson School 
and library. She was an associate in bank-
ing industry working for Deutsche Bank 
of NY. 

Mrs. Chirila will be fondly remem-
bered as a lady, compassionate, per-
sonable, a strong character, and a great 
soul. She is survived by her beloved hus-
band Viorel Chirila. She was a devoted 
and loving mother to Cezar and Casius 

Flaminius Chirila. She is also survived 
by her caring mother Livia (Batran) Iuga, 
her sister Minerva Boca (Michael), and 
nephews Daniel and Claudiu. She was 
predeceased by her father Coriolanus.

Doris Cheatham

Doris A. Cheatham, a lifelong resident 
of Ossining, died December 12. She was 
84.

She was born in Ossining on Novem-
ber 14, 1933 to James A. and Olive (Ste-
venson) Cheatham. She 

is survived by her sisters Clarice C. 
Imbriano and Shirley Mosley and many 
nieces and nephews. She was prede-

ceased by her son Rodney Cheatham in 
1996.

Dorothy Curtin

Dorothy E. Curtin, of Jacksonville, 
NC, formerly of Montrose, died Decem-
ber 8. She was 59.

She was born in Peekskill on June 3, 
1958 to David and Dorothy Curtin. She 
formerly worked at the Montrose Post 
Office. 

She is survived by her wife, Judy, her 
brothers, David and Douglas Curtin, and 
her sisters, Dianne Braccini and Dale 
Cone. She was predeceased by her par-
ents and brother, Dennis.

Obituaries
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To the Editor:
I read the article written by Anna 

Young. I would like to point out following 
things that I find inconsistencies with. 
Number one, the use of the words 
undocumented immigrants. The correct 
term for Mr. Ordonez, is illegal alien. 
Number two: Are the words of his son, 
Quote “ It is really hard to think about 
my dad being locked up like an animal, 
being stripped from his freedom and his 
family, it is inhumane, it is not right.” 
Well Armondo, your father broke the law 
and did so for at least 25 years or more. 
Just what did he think would happen to 
him when he got caught? 

Now this one really takes the cake. 
Quote “ The family said that their law-
abiding, hard=working, taxpaying 
patriarch is their main provider and 
deserves to come home.” Law abiding? 
As far as taxpaying, just how does he 
pay taxes when he is not a citizen? Does 
he have a SS#? Just how does he file his 
taxes? 

He came her when he was 17 years old 
and claims that he was unaware of how to 
obtain citizenship. Really, Mr. Ordonez? 
By my estimate you had over 25 years to 
do something about your status but you 
didn’t. It is your fault that you and your 
family are in this predicament. You have 

violated the law, you have cheated the 
system all this time. Meanwhile many 
others are STILL waiting in line to obtain 
their citizenship, legally. What about 
them? What does that tell them about 
our system when the system lets you get 
away with what you have done? 

I do feel sorry for your family but that 

does not excuse your actions or inaction’ 
s. By the way my grand parents on both 
sides of my family, came here legally. 
They were true immigrants because they 
came here to start a new life as citizens of 
our great country. 

Francis T McVETTy 
yorktown
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We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great 
gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. They 
do not believe except they see. They 
think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. 
All minds, Virginia, whether they be 
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great 
universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an 
ant, in his intellect as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as measured 

by the intelligence capable of grasping 
the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that 
they abound and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary 
would be the world if there were no 
Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if 
there were no Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this existence.

We should have no enjoyment, except 
in sense and sight. The external light with 
which childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies. You might 
get your papa to hire men to watch in all 
the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 
Santa Claus, but even if you did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, 
but that is no sign that there is no Santa 
Claus. The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men 

can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing 
on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. Nobody 
can conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in the 
world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is 
a veil covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the 
united strength of all the strongest men 
that ever lived could tear apart. Only 
faith, poetry, love, romance, can push 
aside that curtain and view and picture 
the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is 
it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives 
and lives forever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

“Is There a Santa Claus?” reprinted 
from the September 21, 1897, number of 
The New York Sun.

Guest Commentary
Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

photo by Lisa MontaLto 
santa Claus has a magical effect on children.

Letters to the Editor
Peekskill Man Created His Own Predicament

To the Editor, 
Sexual harassment is a problem that 

has permeated our society. It is in enter-
tainment, in businesses, in schools, in 
every level of politics, and in our com-
munities. I have heard stories from so 
many of my friends, my constituents, 
and my colleagues of being sexually as-
saulted or harassed, and many of these 
stories do not end with the aggressor 
being held accountable for their actions.

In the wake of the “#MeToo” move-
ment and in response to the many alle-
gations of sexual harassment and assault 
that have come forward in recent weeks, 
I have introduced legislation to create a 
unified policy to address sexual assaults 
involving New York State employees. 
This is one step toward a better system 
to protect people in the workplace from 
being targeted, and give them recourse 

if they become victims of someone they 
work with. 

However, this is not enough. Every 
entity must look internally at their poli-
cy for protecting their own, and all alle-
gations must be investigated. It is unac-
ceptable to brush these things under the 
rug or to turn a blind eye. I, and many 
other women, am tired of hearing the 
“as a father, as a husband, I am horri-
fied” speeches upon the media’s cover-
age of a problem that should have never 
been allowed to persist. Furthermore, 
no person should have to live in silence 
because of something that happened to 
them. The only outcome worse than a 
blind eye is when a victim does not feel 
that they will be taken seriously when 
coming forward about being harassed 
or assaulted.

Adults Must Be Held Accountable 
for Sexual Harassment

Continued on page 13
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Families shouldn’t have to face the 
stress of caring for an ill loved one by 
themselves. That’s why Marian Hamilton 
founded the Ken Hamilton Caregivers 
Center (KHCC) – in memory of her hus-
band – at Northern Westchester Hospi-
tal. The Center helps community mem-
bers through the most difficult time in 
their lives – caring for a loved one with a 
chronic or long-term illness. Here, Mar-
ian tells us why it’s so important to sup-
port caregivers, even after their loved 
ones are no longer in our care. By Marian 
Hamilton, founder of the Ken Hamilton 
Caregivers Center at Northern Westch-
ester Hospital.

1. it’s hard to juggle family life at 
home, work and caring for a loved one 
who is sick. We know – because we’ve 
been there.

The KHCC was named in memory 
of my husband, who I cared for, both at 
home and in many different hospitals, 
during his battle with lung cancer. I was 
caring for my husband for two years, 
while at the same time juggling my role 
as a mother to two teenage daughters. I 
was thrust into this painful role of having 
to care for a seriously-ill loved one, all 
the while feeling emotionally devastated 
and at my wits’ end. It’s really challenging 
for families. At the KHCC, our staff rec-
ognizes that it’s hard. We strive to be the 
caregivers “go to” place when they need 
help, resources or direction – even after 
their loved one is no longer in our care.

2. sometimes, we need someone who 
will listen and won’t judge us.

As caregivers, we have needs that often 
aren’t being met – we’re exhausted and 
stressed. Other feelings may also come 
up when we are caring for someone. We 
may get annoyed, feel unappreciated, ex-
perience great sadness, or feel sorry for 
ourselves. Yet, we’re often reluctant to 
express these emotions. The KHCC is a 
judgment-free zone. You will be greeted 
with a sympathetic ear and can feel com-
fortable to share freely. There is also a 
monthly support group for caregivers.

3. sometimes we need a break.
While you want to make sure your 

loved one is comfortable in their hospital 
room, you may need to take a breather. 
The KHCC is a place to do just that – de-
signed by caregivers for caregivers, the 
Center offers a soothing environment to 
close your eyes, get a snack or perhaps 
sit in a massage chair and de-stress and 

reenergize.

4. We’ll need to deal with challenges 
that we’re not prepared for.

When our days and evenings are spent 
at the hospital bedside, everything can 
seem daunting. Understanding how the 
hospital works –what the different roles 
are, or where to get the info we need can 
be confusing. The KHCC team is trained 
to support you in navigating the hospital 

system, understanding advanced direc-
tives or end of life issues, managing fam-
ily challenges and learning stress relief 
strategies.

5. it’s comforting to have a support 
system when you leave the Hospital.

After discharge from the Hospital, car-
egivers still need support. This is the time 
when caregivers can feel most isolated 
and alone. At Northern Westchester 

Hospital, the KHCC team reaches out to 
families with their permission, every two 
to three weeks until they feel that they 
are ready to discontinue the calls. The 
staff can listen as you share your experi-
ences and offer resources if appropriate. 
Family caregivers feel supported in the 
community and have a “go to” resource 
in between calls if they need it.

Learn more about Northern Westches-
ter Hospital, visit nwhc.net.

Five Reasons Northern Westchester Hospital Supports 
the Invisible Patient, the Family Caregiver

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 
selection of wines and spirits 

DELIVERED RIGHT 
TO YOUR DOOR...FOR FREE!

Simply place your order Online and select 
“Local Delivery Free” as your shipping option 

($100 minimum order). We are 
currently delivering to Yorktown Heights 

and the neighboring communities of 
Mt. Kisco, Katonah, Somers, Bedford Hills, 

Croton, Cortlandt, Ossining, 
Chappaqua, Millwood, Bedford and Peekskill. 
For full details and restrictions, please check our 

website-suburbanwines.com

Now you can have Northern Westchester’s best 

LOCAL

Hess Select
Cabernet

Rosemount
Shiraz$14.97 $7.97

Hess Select
Chardonnay

Kenwood Sonoma 
Chardonnay

Pinnacle
Vodka

Joel Gott
Cabernet

Cadonini
Pinot Grigio

McManis
Cabernet

Frenzy Sauvignon 
Blanc

Ketel One
Vodka

Le Clos 
Red Blend

Santi 
Pinot Grigio

Decibel Sauvignon 
Blanc

Grey Goose Vodka

Dewars
Scotch

$8.97 $9.97
$19.97

1.75 LT

$6.97

$13.97
$9.97
1.5 LT

$8.97

$9.97
$9.97

$11.97

1.75 LT $49.97

$34.97
1.75 LT

$39.97
1.75 LT
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The Yorktown Chamber of Commerce 

New Year’s Eve 
Ball Drop

Sunday, December 31, 2017, 11pm -12:30am
Intersection of Veterans Road & Commerce Street 

Thank you to our sponsors!

Saidel & Saidel, PC 
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By Anna Young
Following a month-long battle be-

tween Ossining village officials and a 
group of animal advocates, winter shel-
ters were returned to a colony of feral cats 
just one day before snow hit the ground. 

Members of the Cat Protection Coun-
cil of Westchester and The Cat Squad 
Rescue have spent the last month pro-
testing the village’s abrupt decision to 
remove several winter shelters without 
consulting the colonies caregiver. With 

winter underway, advocates have been 
pleading with officials to have the shel-
ters temporarily returned so the 10 feral 
cats don’t suffer. 

Following a heated public hearing at 
the December 6 village board meeting, 
colony caregiver Annie Rodriguez, who 
works with the village’s Trap-Neuter-
Return program, said she approached 
Mayor Victoria Gearity and asked if she 
could return the shelters before the im-
pending snowstorm. 

“She listened to my concerns and 
seemed compassionate and caring when 
I spoke to her,” said Rodriguez, who add-
ed she was allowed to temporarily return 
her shelters until March 31. “I was actu-
ally crying, to be honest, because I was 
really worried.”

In September, officials removed two 
winter shelters from a colony living be-
hind the firehouse on Central Avenue, 
advocates said, stating that village man-
ager Debbie McDonnell ordered the re-
moval based on a new village code that 
does not allow feral cats to be fed or 
housed on municipal property. 

Animal control was then called on No-
vember 10, Veterans Day, to remove 10 
more shelters from another colony site. 
Police Chief Kevin Sylvester said at the 
November 15 board meeting that he had 

been receiving complaints dating back to 
June that the cat population was hinder-
ing business along Main Street. 

Despite the new code, Rodriguez 
pressed that she was given permission 
from a previous administration five years 
ago to set up shelters and manage the 
colonies after overseeing a stray situation 
that village officials couldn’t handle. 

Every year members of the TNR pro-
gram supply over 100 shelters for feral 
cats throughout the county. It is a rub-
ber-maid box with an opening only a 
cat can fit through that is insulated with 
straw inside. 

Since the removal, advocates and resi-
dents have joined forced to fight for the 
cats’ survival. On December 8, three 
shelters were returned to the colony liv-
ing behind the firehouse and seven be-
hind Open Door Family Medical Center 
on Brandreth Street.

“We were so pleased,” Rodriguez said. 
“They were all tuckered in their shelters 
for the storm, it was a wonderful site. I 
was crying. You develop a wonderful 
bond with these cats.” 

Deborah Pangel, founder of The Cat 
Squad Rescue, said was so relieved when 
the cats got their shelters back that she 
finally able to get a good night’s sleep. 

Winter Shelters Returned to Colony of Feral Cats in Ossining

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-0300

A Wonderland of Gifts!

50% OFF
Every Card,
Bag & BOW
EVERYDAY!

We Carry Local Artisan Gifts, 
Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 

Picture Frames, 
Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs, 

Soaps & More!

$4 OFF
$20 Purchase

With this coupon. Not valid with cards

and sale items. exp. 1/15/18

Our Shelves Are 
Bursting With New 

Items For Every 
Occasion!

Katonah

Center

katonahartcenter.com • (914) 232-4843 • 65 Old Bedford Road, Goldens Bridge,   

• Pottery  
• Painting 
• Drawing
• Sculpture  
• Jewelry  
• Fashion
• 3D Printing  
• Digital Arts

All
ages
and

levels!

Annual Polar Plunge Scheduled
the annual new year’s Day polar plunge to support the this is Me Foundation is scheduled 
for January 1 at noon at the riverfront Green in peekskill. “this is Me” was created with 
a hope to raise awareness about alopecia and to help any individual dealing with an 
insecurity, big or small. 

Continued on page 13
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RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

 39 MONTH LEASE WITH $0, $1995 OR $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695  BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, PROMASTER $13851, RAM CREW $24718, RAM REBEL $27625, RAM QUAD $23337,  10K   
MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE ALL  INCENTIVESYOU MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR ALL INCENTIVES   SEE US FOR DETAILS .  OTHER INCENTIVE S MAY APPLY,  MUST BE CREDIT 
QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 12/31/17

If A Deal Looks Too Good To Be True... You Better Read Their Fine Print!

NEW 2017 RAM

$378
39 MONTH • $2,995 DOWN

The Big Finish 
Ram Truck Sale!

BRAND NEW 2016 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB’S
BRAND NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 
BIG HORN PACKAGE, 27S PACKAGE, 4X4, TONNEAU COVER, SIDE STEPS, 

ALPINE SOUND, SPRAY ON BEDLINER AND MORE. STK#11746T

MSRP $46,115

$35,115
SAVE $11,000

BRAND NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 

BIG HORN PACKAGE WITH BUCKET SEATS, 4X4, HEATED SEATS, ALLOY 
WHEELS, HEMI, NAVIGATION, ALPINE SOUND, LOADED. STK#117735T

MSRP $48,100

$37,100
SAVE $11,000OFF!

TAKE

LAST 1!

$11,OOO

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$289 $238
$0

DOWN

$199FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 
EXPRESS 4X4 
EPXPRESS PACKAGE • 2 AVAILABLE 

27J, HEMI, EXPRESS PACKAGE, TOW PACKAGE, 
SPRAY ON BEDLINER AND MORE

NEW 2018

RAM REBEL
CREW CAB 4X4

LOADED! A MUST SEE!
 26W, REBEL GROUP, LUXURY PACKAGE, KEYLESS 

START, SPRAY ON BEDLINER, NAVIGATION. STK#12238T

OVER 
$55,000 
MSRP!

NEW 2017

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 
BLACK EXPRESS 4X4 
EPXPRESS PACKAGE • 2 AT SAME PRICE 
26J, HEMI, BLACK EXPRESS PACKAGE, TOW PACKAGE, 

SPRAY ON BED LINER AND MORE. STK#12080T

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$309 $248
$0

DOWN

$218FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$198
39 MONTH • $2,995 DOWN

THE RIGHT 
SIZE CARGO 

VAN!

NEW 2017

RAM PROMASTER
CITY CARGO VAN

THE PERFECT SIZED CARGO VAN
 24C, CARGO VAN, CLOTH, BACK-UP CAMERA, 2.4 

4CYL, SPEED CONTROL, UCONNECT 5.0, STK#11873T

SOLD
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By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel  
Every household that celebrates 

Christmas has its own family tradi-
tions. Whether it is the meals they pre-
pare, cookies they bake, decorations on 
the tree or the religious aspects handed 
down through the generations, these 
personalize the holiday and have spe-
cial meanings. Many families take turns 
hosting Christmas and that can also be 
part of the tradition, as described in the 
holiday song refrain about being off to 
grandmother’s house we go. Meanwhile 
there are many aspects of the holiday we 
continue to follow, yet might not be too 
sure of their early origins. Here are some 
fascinating tidbits about Christmas.

The Tree 
Way back over 400 years ago, ever-

greens were a part of Christian Christ-
mas celebrations in Germany and then 
spread throughout Europe. During the 
American Revolutionary War, Hessian 
mercenaries brought the custom to the 
United States. However, it was Austrian 
Prince Albert, married to Queen Vic-
toria of England that is given the credit 
for introducing the decorated Christmas 
tree to the royal court in 1840. After be-
ing illustrated in the local magazines and 
newspapers at the time, having a tree be-
came the rage for the upper class to copy 
this holiday trimming. Of course, the 
royal court’s décor was more elaborate 
and luxurious, but the English citizens of 
that period would find ways to personal-
ize their own trees. At first table top trees 
were the appropriate size for the home, 
but later became the floor to ceiling 
heights we know today.  Early pioneer 
homes in America made their own tree 
decorations as “store bought” ones were 
not available at the time. Children would 
string popcorn or berries into roping and 
use pine cones and other natural materi-

als to adorn the tree.  Gifts found under 
the tree were also much simpler, usually 
a new pair of mittens, socks and scarf all 
knitted by their mother and truly appre-
ciated. Perhaps if there were extra house-
hold money, an orange, some nuts or a 
lollipop might be added to their stock-
ing.  My European-born mother-in-law 
often talked about receiving similar gifts 
when she was a child and one of many 
siblings in their family. The children be-
haved all year long so not to receive the 

dreaded “piece of coal in their Christmas 
stocking” instead of treats, she told us.  
Fast forward to the Christmas trees of 
modern times and we think of the mag-
nificent tree that is a symbol in Washing-
ton, D.C. or the stunning one at Rock-
efeller Center in New York. Having a tree 
in The White House was started by Fran-
klin Pierce, our 14th president in 1923. 
It was Calvin Coolidge that started the 
National Christmas Tree Lighting Cer-
emony now held every year on the White 
House Lawn.

Mistletoe 
What fun to be caught under the mis-

tletoe and receive a kiss from your loved 
one! Who started this playful tradition? 
It is part of Scandinavian mythology, 
relating to Frigga, the Norse goddess of 
love. As it was considered “a pagan ritu-
al,” churches began to forbid its use and 
instead replaced it with holly to be used 
as a home decoration and in churches. 
Symbolism for the holly was that the 
very sharp, pointy leaves were supposed 
to represent the crown Christ wore on 
his head and the red berries were to 
symbolize his blood. In many homes to-
day, both mistletoe and holly adorns the 
home during the holidays.

Xmas
Instead of writing the full word Christ-

mas out, some of us have written “Xmas” 
instead. Some people believe this is im-

proper and should not be done. How did 
the word Xmas become the shortened 
version of Christmas? The first letter of 
the Greek word for Christ, Xristos, starts 
with the letter “X.” Therefore “Xmas” 
means “Christ’s Mass” and this spelling 
has been around since the sixteenth cen-
tury. It is not, as some people claim an at-
tempt to take the “Christ” out of Christ-
mas and make it a secular holiday. 

candy canes 
This is a really sweet story, pun in-

tended, on how candy canes came to 
be. Yet another tradition that originated 
in Germany, this one started about 250 
years ago as straight white sugar sticks. 
Then around 1670 there is a legend that 
a choirmaster, looking for something 
to keep young children quiet during 
the long Christmas service, gave them 
something to eat. Wanting to keep with 
the theme of Christmas he told them 
it was shaped like a “J” to look like the 
shepherd’s staff, to remind them that 
shepherds visited baby Jesus at the first 
Christmas. Sometime around 1900 the 
red stripes were added and they were fla-
vored with peppermint or wintergreen. 
Christian readings have explained that 
the “J”’ can also mean Jesus and that the 
white of the cane can represent the pu-
rity of Jesus and the red stripes are for the 
blood he shed when he died on the cross. 

Etymology
I love to learn how a word or expres-

Christmas Traditions and Customs Trivia
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sion came to be and etymology means 
exactly that. The root of many words usu-
ally has a fascinating story to its origin. In 
fact, many words might have their start 
in a foreign language, yet it easily trans-
ferred into our language and it is under-
stood. Global traditions and words from 
other languages have become part of our 
English language and we comfortably use 
them during the holiday season. For ex-
ample, the word “Tannenbaum” comes 
from the German word meaning “fir tree.” 
The song was written way back in 1824 
by Ernst Anschutz, a Leipzig organist 
and composer. Most of us recognize the 
melody when the song starts and when 
the words “Oh Tannenbaum” are sung, we 
know it means Oh Christmas Tree.

In my opinion, one of the European 
countries with the loveliest traditions 
for Christmas is Germany, where the 
Christmas tree originated. Having 
visited several world-famous Christ-
kindlmarkets (Christ Child Markets) 
is something that must be seen at least 
once in your lifetime. These holiday 
markets began in Germany, but are also 
in Switzerland, Austria, and other Eu-
ropean countries. They are also called 
Weinachtsmarkts (Christmas Markets). 
Much more than a simple street fair, it 
is traditionally held in the major town 
square and has food, drink, entertain-
ment and seasonal handcrafted gifts 
for sale at the market stands. These are 
not ordinary “stands” as we know here 
in our country. These markets open the 
last week in November and continues 
up through December 23 and are often 
elaborate chalet type wooden struc-
tures. Many of them have three sides, 

lace curtained windows and faux snow 
on the roof, right out of a scene from 
a Bavarian ski resort!  Both large and 
small towns and cities each boast spe-
cial elements of their markets, enticing 
visitors to travel, compare and enjoy as 
many as they can see. Google German 
Christmas Markets and take a peek for 
yourself what they are all about.

Food at these markets is unbelievable 
and it is a taste delight to sample the of-
ferings for meals and snacks. A popular 
Christmas treat that children love is a 
cookie called Lebkuchen, which translates 
to gingerbread. Ingredients are usually 
honey, spices, ginger, cloves, cardamom 
and can include nuts, especially almonds, 
hazelnuts or walnuts. At the markets the 
most popular shape cookie is a heart, 
with writing on it, with expressions as I 
Love You or Christmas Greetings. The 

cute part of this giant cookie is that it is 
on a decorative ribbon, and can be worn 
around the neck ready to take a nibble out 
of it. Wrapped in cellophane until you are 
ready to take a taste, I have seen people 
keep their cookie and just put it on display 
at home. Lebkuchen houses are also creat-
ed for little children, similar to the witch’s 
house in the Hansel and Gretel fairytale. 
For many years my mother in law would 
make each of her grandchildren a ginger-
bread house from scratch every Christ-
mas. Now they can be purchased in kits 
for those families that want to make their 
own gingerbread house without the tedi-
ous work it involves.

noel
The etymology of noel is French, but 

the origin is Latin for the word, nata-
lis, which means birth. Therefore, the 
Christmas song, The First Noel, trans-
lates to the birth of Jesus. When it comes 
to a holiday baked good, we also have 
the delicious dessert, the Noelle Buche. 
This is a delicate cake in the shape of a 
Yule log, covered in chocolate and with 
swirled filling and it’s a fabulous creation. 
In French speaking countries one might 
wish friends a joyous or Happy Noel.

Glogg
Many years ago, a new neighbor 

moved in down the road from us and 
extended a holiday invitation to every 
family on our street. The invite arrived 
in the mail welcoming us to “A Christ-
mas Glogg Party.” I had no idea what 
that was and had to look up the word. 
It’s a mulled wine with various spices 
and sometimes raisins, served hot or 
warm. This beverage is popular in Scan-
dinavian countries and can also be non-
alcoholic. It is served warm, garnished 
with raisins and slivered almonds and 
served with gingerbread cookies, too. 
The Germans and sections of Alsace in 
France have a similar drink called gluh-
wein (glow wine) that is similar in prep-
aration and its ingredients and served 
at many stands at their Christmas Mar-
kets. At the Christmas party we soon 
learned that our neighbors were Swed-
ish and they introduced their guests to 
many of their county’s delectable treats 
that night.

Feliz navidad
What is the Christmas holiday with-

out music? Traditional songs and hymns 
sung at church or on the radio make 
the holiday extra special. However, the 
music world has come up with so many 
wonderful, modern hits that now have 
become classics. Feliz Navidad, the lively 
hit by Jose Feliciano, is just one of those 
songs that you can’t resist tapping your 
feet or singing along. Written and sung 
by Feliciano in 1970, it is one of the 25 
all-time most often played Christmas 
songs in the world and we all know it 
means Happy Christmas!

There are scores of other fascinating 
tidbits about Christmas that each hold a 
wonderful story of how it began. How-
ever, the only story that is most impor-
tant to each of us as we celebrate this 
beautiful holiday is to be able to share it 
with family and friends that are dear to 
us. Wishing all our readers a very Merry 
Christmas, Happy Holidays and Won-
derful New Year ahead!

Christmas Traditions and Customs Trivia

Rodriguez added that she wouldn’t 
have gotten the shelters returned had it 
not been for the support of so many. Yet, 
while she knows she has won a small bat-
tle for the cats, she admitted there’s still 
work to be done with the village to come 
to a clear resolution that is beneficial for 
everyone. 

“We are so relieved that all the cats now 
have adequate winter shelter,” said Paula 
Garber, president of the Cat Protection 
Council. “The Cat Protection Council 
would welcome the opportunity to work 
with Mayor Gearity and the board of 
trustees on sustainable solutions that will 
benefit that cats and the community.”

Gearity could not be reached for com-
ment. 

Winter Shelters Returned 
to Colony of Feral Cats
Continued from page 10

This is not an issue of one bad actor, 
or one career track having a toxic envi-
ronment. That said, people must be held 
accountable for their actions. It does not 
matter if you are the President, a CEO, 

a doctor, a parent, a colleague, a boss, a 
classmate, or anyone else, an adult must 
be held responsible for their actions.

Sincerely,
sanDy GalEF

assemblywoman

Adults Must Be Held Accountable 
for Sexual Harassment

Continued from page 10

Help us Build Our Home

Join our Capital Campaign!
Suggested donaaon:
$100 = 1 sq.  .
$225 = 1.5 sq.  .
$400 = 2 sq.  .
$625 = 2.5 sq.  .
$900 = 3 sq.  .$900 = 3 sq.  .
*You’ll receive our Putnam Service Dogs
Car Magnet as a donor!
Naming opportuniies available

It takes a Village to Build
Putnam Service Dogs' Center!

Please Join Our Cause!

info@putnamservicedogs.org
www.putnamservicedogs.org

917-449-5359
We are a registered 501(c)3 corporaaon

Change 
2

Lives!
Donate via our website, putnamservicedogs,org
 or mail check to:
Putnam Service Dogs
PO Box 573
Brewster, NY 10509

First $100K donated
by December 31st 

matched
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By Martin Wilbur
Childhood sex abuse survivors and 

their advocates last week pressured state 
Sen. Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) 
to support the Child Victims Act that 
would expand the criminal and civil 
statute of limitations so victims can seek 
justice.

New Yorkers Against Hidden Preda-
tors assembled outside Murphy’s district 
office in Shrub Oak on Dec. 13 in hopes 
that he can convince the senator to urge 
Majority Leader John Flanagan to release 
the bill out of committee for a vote.

“We are asking that the members of 
the Senate finally pass the Child Victims 
Act for the purpose of knowing where 
these predators are in the state of New 
York,” said Marci Hamilton, a leading ex-
pert on child sex abuse statutes of limita-
tions. “Right now, the members who are 
blocking this bill are actually aiding and 
abetting child predators.”

Under the proposed bill, the criminal 
statute of limitations on sexual abuse of-
fenses would be extended from five to 10 
years and allow for civil lawsuits to be 
filed until the victim is 50 years old. Cur-
rent law prohibits the filing of a suit after 
victims turn 23, Hamilton said.

The bill would also allow for a one-
year window for anyone to file a civil 
claim regardless of age.

Sexual abuse victims and a few advo-
cates have stepped up their effort to zero 
in on state senators that have not pledged 
support for the bill. During the past 14 
years, the Child Victims Act has been ap-
proved in the Democratic-controlled As-
sembly five times, including before the 
end of the last session; however, it has 
never come to the Senate floor for a vote, 
said Steve Jimenez, a victim who partici-
pated in last week’s announcement.

Without the law, victims and advocates 
have argued they and others are barred 
from seeking justice because it can take 
years before a childhood victim has the 
courage to speak up.

“Gov. Cuomo has expressed the sup-
port of this bill but the Senate Majority 
Leader John Flanagan has continued to 
block this bill,” Jimenez said. “He has not 
allowed this bill to the floor for a vote. 
We need to know where Sen. Murphy 
stands on this because by not taking a 
stand on this bill, Sen. Murphy is pro-
tecting predators.”

A spokesman for Murphy released a 
statement, which reiterated the senator’s 
concerns regarding due process with the 
provision for the one-year unlimited 
look-back period to file civil litigation. 
However, he indicated his support for a 
bill that extends the statute of limitations.

“To the victims of childhood sexual 
abuse: we believe you,” Murphy’s state-
ment read. “We support you. You’re not 
alone, and while you are dealing with 
something terrible, legislators are look-
ing at solutions. You are trailblazers, and 
we are going to fight to lengthen the stat-
ute of limitations for the future to protect 
all New Yorkers.”

Bob Hoatson, co-founder of Road to 
Recovery, a New Jersey-based nonprofit 
organization that helps childhood sex 
abuse victims, was one member of the 
group who expressed dismay at how New 
York has among the weakest laws on the 
books in protecting the public, and chil-
dren in particular, from predators.

He said approving the bill would shine 
a brighter light on the problem in New 

York, especially at a time where the is-
sue of sexual abuse and harassment has 
gained extensive exposure.

“We’re looking to help people whose 
souls were murdered by predators to re-
gain their lives,” Hoatson said. “So, we’re 
asking Sen. Murphy today to get off your 
duff and pass this bill.”

“This is obviously now a national is-
sue and we’re looking to protect children 
especially, as well as women out there, 
from sexual predators,” said Richard 
Tollner, who is also a victim. “I can’t 
fathom a reason for any senator, let alone 
Sen. Murphy, to not meet to address this 
issue and serve his constituency by ask-
ing this to come to a vote and to ask Sen. 
Flanagan to call for a vote.”

Victims Press Murphy to Back Longer Statute of Limitations
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Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah 

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
and Products 

Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Happy Holidays!

From George Ondek, and Mike, 
owner of Nonna’s Brick Oven Pizzeria 

and Restaurant, and his staff,
in the Beach Shopping Center in Peekskill!

 Ho, Ho, Ho
and 

Merry C hristmas

For the 3 Saturdays in December 
(including 12/22 & 29) 

Nonna’s will be hosting a fundraiser for the victims 
of hurricanes in Florida, Texas & Puerto Rico, 

starting at 11:30 and running all day. 
Mike will match a percentage of the three 
Saturdays’ receipts, which will be donated 

to a fund for the hurricane victims.
With any purchase at Nonna’s in Peekskill, 

in December, mention this ad, or my show, and 
receive a 15% DISCOUNT o�  your entire bill. 

And remember, Nonna’s in Peekskill o� ers 
FREE Home delivery! 914-737-3222

Highlights of these events can be see on the George Ondek Show 
on Youtube or your local cable access channel where available.

O Come Let Us Adore Him…

YOU ARE INVITED TO
2 SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES at

YORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2300 CROMPOND ROAD (Route 202 Yorktown)

Call 914.962.5749 for information

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
SUN., DECEMBER 24th

5:00pm Family Service
Family friendly worship features readings

carol singing, special music, candle lighting 

11:00pm Candlelight Service
Service of Holy Communion, readings

carol singing, homily, special music

Ad Insertion Instructions
YE Display Ad ($100 Color)

Holiday Promo Size:
Double box (3.7143” W x 4.4307” H)

YUMC Christmas Eve Schedule

12/19/17 paper

Yorktown Examiner:
1/4 Page (Vertical)...................... 4.7813” x 5.8” ($220)
1/8 Page (Horizontal)...................... 4.7813” x 2.8” ($110)
1/16 Pages (Vertical)...................... 2.2969” x 2.8” ($55)

Featuring Eco-Friendly 

11:00pm Candlelight Service11:00pm Candlelight Service

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking  & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!
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w/$2998 down
w/$2999 down

See dealer for details Restrictions apply.

All rebates included. Must finance with GM financial to qualify for rebates.Lease is 10k per yr plus down payment, plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals: Terrain 3816/20420, 
Acadia SLT 3336/22393 and Sierra 9684/26109. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 12/31/17.

*Offer valid on instock 2017 GMC models only. See dealer for details. While TV supplies last.

w/$2999 down

Includes all rebates.

By Neal Rentz
The Mahopac Falls Nursery has been 

a fixture in the community since 1970 
and now it is expanding its programs for 
youths.

School director and teacher of 
the three-year-old pupils Michelle 
Armstrong of Cortlandt and Carmel 
resident Danielle Sblano, who teaches 
the four-year-old students, said the 
school is part of the mission of The First 
Presbyterian Church, though the nursery 
school is not a religious one. 

Armstrong said the nursery school is a 
half-day program for children three and 
four years old, but it is expanding. The 
school has a goal to be a full-day daycare 
center beginning in September for 
children two to four. Because households 
with both parents are working are much 
more common today, “nursery school 
is not the way the world is going,” 
Armstrong said. “People need full-day.” 

Even if the non-profit school offers 
full-day day care next fall the nursery 
school concept will continue for parents 
who still want the half-day program, 
Armstrong said.  “We do have very 
affordable rates,” she said, adding nursery 
school enrollment is still being accepted. 

In the meantime, the school will be 
holding Toddler Time, which will be held 
on eight Thursdays from noon to 1 p.m. 
for children two and younger, beginning 

Jan. 4, Armstrong said. 
Sblano said the nursery school provides 

more than play for its four-year-old pupils. 
“We do academics based on the Common 

Core standards for pre-K,” she said. “Every 
minute of my day is budgeted.” 

“Our four-year-old program is based 
on kindergarten readiness,” Sblano said. 

Armstrong said the three-year-old 
students have a less vigorous educational 
component. “It is a little bit more laid 
back,” she said. “I introduce the children 
to the letters. I’m not expecting them to 
sink it all in, but it’s just an introduction.” 
Some of the other things her students 
learn about are colors and numbers, 
Armstrong said. One of the goals of 
the class for three-year-olds is for the 
youngsters “to love school,” she said. 

Most of the nursery school’s students 
live in Putnam County, Armstrong said.

The public is being invited to watch the 
school’s students perform. A Christmas 
show will be held in the sanctuary of the 
adjacent The First Presbyterian Church 
on Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.

The Mahopac Falls Nursery 
School is located at 411 Route 6N (at 
Secor Road) in Mahopac. For more 
information call 845-444-6206, visit 
MahopacFallsNurserySchool.org., or send 
an e-mail to MahopacFallsNurserySchool@
gmail.com. The school also has a Facebook 
page at TheMahopacFallsNurserySchool.

Mahopac Falls nursery school
Mahopac

Business

of the Week

photo by neaL rentz
the Mahopac Falls nursery school has been in operation since 1970. shown above are, from the left, 
school director and teacher Michelle armstrong of  Cortlandt and students Kevin McGarrigle, sadie 
Kalpaxis, Maddie rasetetter, ella Caramihai, amelia Matos and Connor aponte.
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Before I married, I had a roommate 
named Tom who was an excellent artist 
and craftsman, a fellow who added more 
taste and style to our place than one nor-
mally would expect to find in 
an apartment occupied by two 
bachelors.

We shared living space for lit-
tle more than a year but when 
Christmas approached, he sug-
gested that we have a tree, fully 
decorated. I was somewhat sur-
prised, even resistant to such an 
idea – I was not what you would 
call domestic when I was young, 
certainly not a Home Guru in 
training – but he insisted. And, 
because he was really into crafts, 
he suggested that we make our 
own ornaments. I was definitely 
not interested in that prospect, so I sug-
gested that he make the ornaments, and I 
offered to buy the tree.

Because he worked in the garment 
district, he had access to shops where he 
bought spools of ribbons, many kinds 
of different glass beads, sequins, but-
tons and feather plumes. With a supply 
of different sized Styrofoam balls and 
lots of straight pins, he had assembled 
all the makings of a home industry for 
ornaments. Artistic as he was, he crafted 

ornaments that were indeed sensational. 
Impressed by his artistry, I thought I’d try 
my hand at it and must confess, while I’m 
not at all crafts oriented, I enjoyed it, but 

hoped that I wouldn’t want to 
take up knitting next!

When I moved out, I didn’t 
get custody of the handmade 
Christmas balls, but soon after I 
was able to bring the concept to 
my wife and, as newlyweds, we 
had our first project to share.  

In the days before A.C. Moore 
and Michael’s, not to mention 
Martha Stewart, the place to get 
the wildest stuff for ornamental 
projects was in the hat district of 
Manhattan, west of Fifth Avenue 
on 38th Street. On my way home 
from work each day, I’d pass 

through and buy interesting hat decora-
tions from the time when women still 
wore hats.

Then, immediately following dinner, 
my wife and I would sit in the living 
room, spread out my finds on our large 
coffee table and get to work. 

We came up with the idea of each 
making one elaborate tree ornament 
every year throughout our marriage. We 
got into our new hobby so much that it 
became an obsession the first year. The 

balls became more and more elaborate as 
we practiced our skills, and many were 
themed with their own names. 

One ball, completely covered in pink 
ribbon ruching was named our Baby Girl 
ball, even though we didn’t have a baby 
yet. There was also the Grace Kelly ball 
with pale blue and yellow ribbons and 
pearls; the Swan Lake ball with white 
ribbons, white feathers and crystals; the 
Can-Can Girl ball with black and red 
ribbons, beads and a black feather plume 
on top; and our real piece de resistance, 
a large Faberge ball with semiprecious 
gems all over it, taken from old pieces of 
jewelry.

The tips of our thumbs had developed 
calluses from pushing in the pins until 
we got smart and used thimbles to aid 
our obsession. 

We decided it would be safer to buy a 
large artificial tree so that there would 
be no threat of sap staining the balls. We 
kept producing our little gems until we 
ran out of space on the tree. We had be-
come Christmas ball addicted.

During that first holiday season, we 
magnanimously allowed any visitor to 
select one of our creations for their own 
trees, and still the tree seemed overladen. 
The bottom line, however, is that we must 
have OD’d on our first year’s attempt be-

cause we haven’t made a single ball since 
then. We did, however, add antique and 
specialty ornaments over the years, as 
presents to each other. 

As we have gotten older, our tree has 
become smaller, and our daughter, who 
was predated by that pink ribbon ball in 
her honor, is now the recipient, one by 
one, of our early Christmas ornament 
binge.

I guess that’s the kind of stuff newly-
married couples do together, projects 
that can be appreciated later in life when 
there’s time to do so. And, that’s exactly 
what has happened.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed ca-
reers as a journalist and publicist, he is 
now a Realtor® associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate, specializing in upper 
Westchester and Putnam Counties. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Handmade Holiday Memories to Last a Lifetime – or Two

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Notice a change in a loved 
one? We are here to help.
For many families, the holidays are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. If someone is acting differently, and 
you suspect it may be dementia, the Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley Chapter is here for you. Call our 24/7 Helpline 
at 800.272.3900 or visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 ● alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Merry Christmas!

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
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Tuesday, Dec. 19
Free Medicare counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak from 
10 a.m. to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are neces-
sary for the free service. Meet with a 
trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings 
Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center Helpline with your questions at 
914-231-3260 and a counselor will re-
turn your call within two business days. 
For a listing of all eight SBIC centers in 
Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Hap-
py Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community 
Acupuncture is being held from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The cost is $30. Come experi-
ence the beneficial effects of acupuncture 
in a group setting. Register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com. On the last Tuesday of the 
month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Dis-
order Support Group, led by a LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships 
with food. Info/register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com or www.hyinhealth.com.

conversational Hebrew: Learn to ask 
and respond to questions.  For the con-
versational class for adults you must be 
able to decode Hebrew letters, but no 
experience with conversational Hebrew 

is required.  The class meets every Tues-
day through December 26 from 6 to 7:30 
p.m., and is taught by Israeli teacher Urit 
Kuperman. The cost is $5 per class. Stay 
for the free class that follows, taught by 
Alice Krochmal, which will help you to 
read Hebrew faster. For more informa-
tion, contact rabbi@firsthebrew.org. 
Classes are at First Hebrew, 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill, just west of Beach Center.  
Call 914-739-0500 or visit www.firsthe-
brew.org. 

wednesday, Dec. 20
seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – 
Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call Ter-
ri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext. 1 for more 
information. Classes are conducted at 4 
Nelson Ave., downstairs from the library.

senior Exercise: We offer the Workout 
M-W from 10-11 a.m. and Zumba Gold 
on Friday 11 a.m. to noon. The programs 
are free to all seniors in Peekskill. Call 
Terri Dean to register at 914-734-4250 
Ext. 5.

POUnD Program: POUNDTM Fit-
ness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
are available. The program is being pro-
vided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info:  914 -739-0500 or www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Thursday, Dec. 21
christmas Display: The Christmas 

around the World Crèche Display is 
at Graymoor through Jan. 14.  On dis-
play are handmade and mass-produced 
crèches from almost every continent and 
country. The crèches are constructed of 
materials as diverse as straw, wood, ce-
ramic, stone, paper and even elk horn.  
For more information, including infor-
mation about additional retreats, contact 
Debbie Sinon at 845-424-2111 or e-mail 
her at GSLC@AtonementFriars.org.

  Friday, Dec. 22
coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our 
adult coloring book club at the Somers 
Library Meetings will be held in the con-
ference room every Friday from 10:30 
am to noon. Relax, color, and socialize 
for free. Materials are provided or you 
may bring your own color pencils and 
coloring books. Registration is not re-
quired. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second-floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. 
Our modern Sabbath service has a spir-
itually engaging and warm feeling while 
following traditional modes.  All are wel-
come to our friendly sacred space A Tot 
Shabbat will be held at 5:30 p.m. Temple 
Beth Am is located at 203 Church Pl. 
Yorktown. For more information, please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at rabbiw@optonline.net   

Jewish center services:  At the York-
town Jewish enter, 2966 Crompond Rd., 
Friday night Sabbath services are held 
at 6:15 p.m.  And Sabbath services on 
Saturdays will be held at 9:15 a.m. on 
most Saturdays. After the services Rabbi 
Sternstein conducts a learning session 
based on the Torah portion of the week.  
Light refreshments are served and every-
one is invited to join us as we share in 
the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Saturday, Dec. 23
Putnam Valley shabbat service: 

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition? Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situated 
on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our inclu-
sive, community-lead services start at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held in 
Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfort-
able atmosphere where participation is 
appreciated and afterwards stay for our 
delicious Kiddush lunch. Services are 
free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services. 
The synagogue is located at140 Lake 
Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more infor-
mation call 845-528-2305.

yorktown shabbat Morning serv-

ices: Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old 
Yorktown Rd., holds services on Satur-
day mornings. They are easy-to-follow 
services with Hebrew/English prayer 
books, a friendly environment and no af-
filiation is necessary. Kiddush luncheon 
follows the services. Services begin at 10 
a.m.  For more information visit www.
ChabadYorktown.com

Ossining Farmers Market: The Os-
sining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is now being held outdoors on Spring 
and Market Streets. Customers old and 
new will find delicious produce, pasture-
raised meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, 
baked goods, and much more. For a full 
list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

Holiday Train show: The Holidays on 
the Hill Train Show is being held on Sat-
urdays and Sundays during the holiday 
season, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Lasdon 
Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memori-
al, off Route 35, Somers For information 
about admission prices and dates call 
914-864-7268 or visit LasdonPark.org.

call Of The Wild: The Anderson 
Chase Gallery is pleased to present “Call 
of the Wild!” a juried art exhibition with 
over 30 participating artists. “It is run-
ning through Dec. 29. The Anderson 
Chase Gallery is located at the Katonah 
Art Center in Goldens Bridge. Hours: 
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Sundays 
by appointment. For more information 
contact Loren Anderson at katonahart-
centermedia@gmail.com  or at 914-232-
4843. 

Sunday, Dec. 24
christmas among Friends: Christ-

mas Among Friends, featuring silent 
worship, caroling and refreshments will 
be held at 4:30 p.m. at 2467 Quaker 
Church Rd. (off Route 35) in Yorktown. 

Healing yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors. The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010

monday, Dec. 25
Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam ses-

sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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By David Propper
An online petition to abandon the 

namesake of the Mario Cuomo Bridge in 
the Lower Hudson Valley has continued 
to pick up steam with more than 101,000 
people signing it. 

The petition states that the new bridge, 
recently opened after years of construc-
tion, should be named the Tappan Zee, 
which was the title of the old bridge for 
decades. The New York State Legislature, 
at the behest of New York Governor An-
drew Cuomo (Mario’s son), approved the 
new name in summer 2017 once con-
struction was completed. 

Mario Cuomo was governor for three 
terms in New York and was widely con-
sidered a progressive icon, but his name 
on the bridge has caused quite a stir. 
Residents in the region have argued 
the Cuomo Bridge doesn’t mesh with 
the Hudson Valley since Cuomo was a 
Queens native and has no strong connec-
tion to the region. Many believe the Tap-
pan Zee is the more traditional choice. 

Similarly to the rest of the region, resi-
dents and state office holders in Putnam 
were passionate about what the new 
bridge should actually be named.

Putnam Valley resident, Michael Ben-
nett, said he grew up with the Tappan Zee 
Bridge and even though former governor 
Malcolm Wilson’s name was later added, 

it was still known as the Tappan Zee. 
Bennett, the Democratic Committee 

chairman for Putnam Valley, suggested 
the process be opened up residents in the 
region so they can bring forth different 
names for the new bridge with a selec-
tion made from there.

“I’m sure hundreds of equally valid 
possibilities could have been consid-
ered. There are explorers, politicians, 
celebrities, scientists, local champions 
and fallen heroes that were all worthy of 
contemplation,” Bennett said. “And then, 
whatever name was chosen by the peo-
ple, it could have simply been slapped 
in front of the name Tappan Zee so we 
could all retain our feelings of nostalgia 
and know what structure we’re talking 
about.”

Bennett added state lawmakers, in-
cluding Andrew Cuomo, had to know 
the new name would be unpopular, es-
pecially when it was made out of public 
view.

Patterson resident Frank D’Anna 
would like to see the bridge be once 
again called the Tappan Zee, calling it an 
iconic name recognized worldwide. 

“It’s just as easy as remembering the 
Empire State Building or the Statue of 
Liberty,” D’Anna said. “Everybody knows 
the Tappan Zee.”

Philipstown resident Lithgow Osborne 
said to name the bridge after the current 
governor’s father was mistimed, espe-
cially because Andrew Cuomo is up for 
reelection next year. He said it was ad-
mirable that Cuomo wanted to name the 
bridge after his late father, but the honor 
would mean more “if it didn’t smell of 
rank opportunism.”

“If there are any ardent admirers of 
Mario Cuomo who wish to take up 
the cause and call for the bridge to be 
renamed in his honor, then I would 
be strongly supportive of that effort,” 
said Osborne, the Democratic Com-
mittee chairman. “Every son should 
be proud of their father and it isn’t of-
ten that the general public thinks so 
too, but to take advantage of that and 
use it for political gain is unseemly 
and a bit gauche.” 

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) and state Assemblyman 
Kevin Byrne (R/Mahopac), are two state 
representatives locally against the new 
bridge’s name. 

“I was one of only two Senators to vote 
in opposition,” Murphy said through a 
spokesman. “With all due respect to the 
Governor, our veterans have sacrificed 
more in defense of our State and our 
freedoms. The bridge should have been 

dedicated to them.”
Byrne said the backlash to the new 

name didn’t surprise him because people 
are sick of backdoor deals in state gov-
ernment. He noted the vote to rename 
the new bridge after the older Cuomo 
came late at night without any public in-
put. 

Byrne, whose late paternal grandfa-
ther was a concrete plant manager and 
worked on the initial Tappan Zee Bridge, 
introduced legislation that would revert 
the bridge’s name back to Tappan Zee, 
including Governor Wilson’s name, as 
well. He has secured cosponsors and 
support of the bill if it is brought to the 
floor. 

“That said, understanding our present 
Governor would still have to sign this 
into law, I’m open to amending it further 
if the Governor or any of my legislative 
colleagues have additional ideas,” Byrne 
said in an email. “Let’s revert the name 
back to its original form, but if changing 
it to the ‘Governors Malcolm Wilson and 
Mario Cuomo Tappan Zee Bridge’ would 
help ensure its passage, I would consider 
that, as well.”

State Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D/Ossining) voted in favor of the pro-
posal, even though it wasn’t her first 

Residents Across Region Widely Rankled by Cuomo Bridge Name

Continued on page 22
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acrOss
1. Degrees
4. Ceremonial staffs
9. Holiday lead-in
10. Customary
12. Exam giver, maybe
13. Plain
14. Putnam County destination 
for skating
and hockey, Brewster ___ ___
16. Zany
17. Bank offerings, briefly
20. End of the year month, for 
short
21. Saudi export
22. Columbus sch.
23. Spark Valley Steakhouse in 
Yorktown
now has a name explorer Henry 
would
approve
26. Vegas game
28. Big hit for Ace of Base
31. Fall mo.
32. Williams of “Ugly Betty”
33. Tell on
34. Stockholm native
35. Tackle

DOWn
1. Obscure
2. Popular salad ingredient
3. Withdraws
4. “Buddenbrooks” author
5. Phone number prefix
6. Blackguard
7. A Manning
8. Min.part
10. City with a marble 
mausoleum
11. Slip (in)
15. Ill-fated
18. Misrepresent the truth
19. Tiny racer
23. Holds close
24. Arm bone
25. Trapping
27. Seine feeder
28. Plasma sets
29. Goes with hem
30. Mariner’s compass direction
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Across

1. Degrees

4. Ceremonial staffs

9. Holiday lead-in

10. Customary

12. Exam giver, maybe

13. Plain

14. Putnam County destination for skating 
and hockey, Brewster ___ ___

16. Zany

17. Bank offerings, briefly

20. End of the year month, for short

21. Saudi export

22. Columbus sch.

23. Spark Valley Steakhouse in Yorktown 
now has a name explorer Henry would 
approve

26. Vegas game

28. Big hit for Ace of Base

31. Fall mo.

32. Williams of "Ugly Betty"

33. Tell on

34. Stockholm native

35. Tackle

Down

1. Obscure

2. Popular salad ingredient

3. Withdraws

4. "Buddenbrooks" author

5. Phone number prefix

6. Blackguard

7. A Manning

8. Min.part

10. City with a marble mausoleum

11. Slip (in)

15. Ill-fated

18. Misrepresent the truth

19. Tiny racer

23. Holds close

24. Arm bone

25. Trapping

27. Seine feeder

28. Plasma sets

29. Goes with hem

30. Mariner's compass direction

Crossword

(Solution om page 22)

I’ve penned several columns on the 
subject of sparkling wines. At this time 
of year, with the holidays looming and 
visions of tiny bubbles in a fluted glass 
dancing in my head, I become immersed 
in the joys of indulging in spar-
kling wines from around the 
world. 

For my palate, sparkling 
wines are one of the most versa-
tile wines produced around the 
globe. Their acidity and crisp-
ness highlight the acidity or the 
creaminess of many foods; the 
effervescence cuts through the 
fattiest of foods. 

What brings this subject to 
the forefront this week are three 
occasions in which sparkling 
wines were the focus. Allow me to re-
gale you with these experiences. Not to 
be braggadocios (although it may seem 
as such) but rather to provide insights 
into the vast array and diversity of bub-
bly wines.

The premise for each of my three expe-
riences was quite disparate. My first was 
a sampling at a holiday tasting luncheon 
sponsored by the Wine Media Guild, of 
which I am a member. The second was 
a tasting I provided to a monthly wine 
group, of which I am a member. The 

third was perhaps the most rewarding 
– selecting a sampling of sparklers from 
various countries and regions for a holi-
day gift to friends.

Once a year, at the year-end holidays, 
members of the Wine Media 
Guild meet to share good cheer 
over a sampling of sparkling 
wines. This year’s theme was 
rosé Champagne. Twenty-two 
of them to be precise. Fifteen, 
each of which was produced 
from multiple vintages, and an 
additional seven, each produced 
from a specific year’s harvest. 

The rosé Champagnes I tast-
ed varied significantly in style 
and price. Several were soft and 
readily quaffable. Others were a 

bit more austere, while a few displayed 
perfectly balanced fruit and acidity. Most 
of these are readily available at wine 
shops that focus on Champagnes. Here 
are a few of my favorites.

In the under $60 price range, I enjoyed 
the roundness and lack of sweetness in 
the Ayala Rosé Brut Majeure NV, Duval-
Leroy Premier Cru Brut Rosé NV, Phil-
lipe Gonet Brut Rosé NV and the Moet 
& Chandon Extra Brut Rosé 2009 (the 
standout in the sea of pink and salmon 
colored wines).

Care to splurge? In the $75 and higher 
price range, I enjoyed the complexity, 
balance and rich mouth-feel of Bollinger 
Brut Rosé NV, Charles Heidsieck Brut 
Rosé Reserve NV, Taittinger Comtes 
Brut Rosé 2006 and Pol Roger Brut Rosé 
2008 (my overall favorite).

My next exhilarating experience was at 
my home for a group tasting of 12 wines, 
including several Champagnes from the 
Gosset winery, which has been produc-
ing highly praised wines since 1584. 
With my nine fellow wine group mem-
bers I sampled the Blanc de Blanc NV 
and the 2002 Celebris Extra Brut. Each 
was quite approachable; the 2002 Cele-
bris was silky, bright and minerally, but 
expensive. A more reasonably priced of-
fering is the Brut Excellence NV, which 
in my opinion may be the best Cham-
pagne value on the market today. 

My third experience was a shopping 
trip to purchase a gift for two friends of 
a representative sampling of sparkling 
wines from around the world. My budg-
et was no greater than $30 per bottle. I 
visited Westchester Wine Warehouse in 
White Plains for my purchase. Ken, the 
affable and very knowledgeable store 
manager, guided me to this diverse col-
lection/

France: Moutard Grande Cuvee NV 

($30), Maison Foucher Cremant de Loire 
Brut Cuvee NV ($16), Lucien Albrecht 
Cremant d’Alsace Brut Rose NV ($19). 

United States: Schramsberg Blanc de 
Blanc, 2014 ($30).

Spain: Recaredo “Relats de Recaredo” 
Gran Reserva Brut Nature Cava, 2012 
($30).

Australia: Paringa Sparkling Shiraz 
2015 ($16).

I’m hoping my friends share these 
wines with me. If they do, I’ll attempt to 
report my tasting notes in a future col-
umn.

I encourage you to visit your local 
wine shop that has a passion for present-
ing fine sparkling wines to its customers. 
Then begin to experiment. In this day 
of highly affordable price-quality ratio 
wines, you won’t be disappointed. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. Nick 
is a member of the Wine Media Guild of 
wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous experimenting re-
sults in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

My Experiences in Tasting and Purchasing Holiday Sparkling Wines

By Nick Antonaccio
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-

pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

SEMI-RETIRING PLEASANTVILLE 
ATTORNEY needs part time secretary. 
Good computer and typing skills a must. 
Some work at home a possibility. Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 

Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leonar-
do Dr. North Haven, CT, principal busi-
ness location of the LLC. Purpose: any 
lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. ELIA 
WELLNESS, NP IN ADULT HEALTH, 
PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/27/17. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to M. Elia Wellness, NP in 
Adult Health, PLLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 
East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588  
Purpose: Practice the profession of 
Nurse Practitioner in Adult Health.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BLOOM 
HAIR SALON LP. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/29/2017. 
Office loc. Westchester. SSNY designat-

ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: Maria Katsoros, 
305 Florence Street, Mamaroneck, NY 
10543. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of SIXTH BOR-
OUGH CLOTHING LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 10/10/2017. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LEGALINC CORPORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE DRIVE, SUITE 1 
#086, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14221. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WI-
ESEN, LLC. ARTS. Of Org. files with 
SSNY on 10/6/2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LegalZoom, 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
914-864-0878

(Solution to puzzle on page 20)

Humane Society 
The Putnam   

Pets Of the Week: 

They are an adorable  
& bonded pair! 

Duke 

Van 

choice. Galef, elected to state office in 
1992, was in Albany the final two years 
of Mario Cuomo’s last term before he 
lost reelection to Republican and current 
Putnam resident George Pataki. 

Galef said she tried to get the new 
bridge named the Purple Heart Memo-
rial Bridge in honor of veterans, but it 
didn’t have the votes in the Assembly. 

Now that it’s the Mario Cuomo Bridge, 
Galef said it should be left like that, even 
though she admitted she’ll probably al-
ways refer to it as the Tappan Zee. 

She isn’t surprised by the passionate 
input from residents in the area, consid-
ering before this summer a name for the 
new bridge was heavily debated. 

“There have been a lot of different sug-
gestions,” Galef said. 

Residents Across Region Widely 
Rankled by Cuomo Bridge Name
Continued from page 19



December 19- December 25, 2017 www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Somers Duo Thrives on Perimeter in Win over Mahopac
Somers senior wing Liv Lipski (L) sank three 3’s and teammate Dani DiCintio (4) hit five from downtown last Saturday afternoon when the Tuskers defeated Natalie Scanlon (21) and visiting Mahopac, 50-30, 
in the opening round of  the Tuskers’ Holiday tournament... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     

                                     
               

 
 

      
  

‘Liv’ing on the Edge!



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

They can go all the way back to the 
dawn of PUTNAM VALLEY basketball, 
all the way back to the turn of the century, 
and they won’t find a regular season game 
as good as the one the Tigers played 
last Wednesday against host WALTER 
PANAS, which came out on the shy side 
of an 88-79 triple overtime PV win.

Beastly PV junior F Darnel Shillingford 
and electric Panas senior G Brandon 
Hodge seemingly traded buckets 
throughout overtime until Shillingford’s 
Tigers prevailed in what might be the 
wildest game of the young season. 
Shillingford dropped a career-best 39 

points while teammates TJ Brescia (14 
points), John Millicker (11), Ryan Soto 
(12) and Brandon Guerra (13) were also 
clutch for the Tigers. The resilient Hodge 
went for a career-high 32 and Panther 
hotshot Brandon Ramos added 25 points 
before fouling out in OT.

Simply put, their will be a ton of 
great games like this one played this 
season despite the shroud of the County 
Center cloud that hovers. But kids like 
Shillingford, Hodge and hundreds of 
others continue to burst through the 
layers of cover and provide silver linings 
with games like this: In spite of the 
powers that be within Section 1 Executive 
Committee, which have epically failed 
the student athletes, fans and families  

throughout the section. 
For those just tuning in, more than a 

dozen members of the Section 1 basketball 
tournament committees, including 
the boys’ basketball chairman Roman 
Catalino, tendered their resignations this 
week in protest of Section 1's decision to 
move the boys’ and girls’ championships 
out of the institutional Westchester 
County Center, opting for Pace University 

instead. No slight on Pace 
intended, but it’s not the 
fabled County Center, 
home of the boys’ Section 
1 semis and finals since 
1933, and girls since 1999.

With the list of those 
who have resigned from 
the Section 1 basketball 
committee swelling, the 
black cloud hovers over 
the student athletes, the 
very same kids we’re 
sworn to serve. Big-wigs 
like Anthony Nicodemo, 
who is president of 
the boys’ basketball 
coaches’ association; 
girls’ basketball Co-
Chairman Dan Ricci, the 
Ossining coach; North 
Salem Coach and Athletic 
Director Henry Sassone, 
Tappan Zee Coach George 
Gaine; longtime respected 
committee member Dave 
Greiner; girls’ committee 
member Eric Buzzetto, 
the North Salem coach, 
also resigned. These are 
men who held down the 
fort for years… all GONE!

In an effort to get a 
last-ditch resolution in 
their favor, the Coaches Associations 
for Section 1 high school Boys’ and 
Girls’ Basketball Programs have retained 
William P. Harrington, Esq. and the law 
firm of Bleakley Platt & Schmidt, LLP to 
represent them and their student athletes. 
The association hopes the retention of legal 
counsel will insure an open and honest 
conversation with Section 1 officials. A 
viable amicable solution exists to use both 

Pace University and the County Center 
for this year’s tournaments, and they hope 
to prove that.

Their decisions to resign were preceded 
by an email sent last Tuesday afternoon 
by Section 1 President James Mackin, the 
Hendrick Hudson High School Principal, 
who has taken much of the whip and 
backlash for the executive committee. 
Makin, seen previously as a good man 
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Section 1 Hoopers Shining Bright Despite County Cloud
Put Valley Win over Panas One for Ages; Somers Takes Out Mahopac

Put Valley players had plenty of  cause to celebrate after Tigers’ triple overtime win against Panas last 
Wednesday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Panas G Brandon Hodge was incredible with 32 points in triple OT loss 
to Ryan Soto and the Put Valley Tigers.

Put Valley’s Charlie Gatewood (L) and Adam Cekaj 
celebrate one of  many wild moments in Tigers’ 
triple OT win over Panas.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford powers up for two 
of  his career-high 39 against Panas Brandon 
Ramos in Tigers triple OT win over Panthers.

Panas’ Brandon Ramos spots up against PV’s 
Darnel Shillingford in Panthers’ triple OT loss to 
Tigers last Wednesday.

continued on next page



and solid administrator by those in the 
know, sent a message to Section 1 school 
superintendents announcing that Section 
1's Executive Committee had reiterated its 
verdict to host the 2018 playoff semifinals 
at neutral sites and the finals at Pace. 

Overall, by failing to get the County 
Center in play for the semis, we’ve failed 
our student athletes and those that love 
Section 1 basketball. As I sit back and 
watch, helplessly, as this travesty plays 
out, I could only thank my lucky stars 
for one thing: The black cloud will likely 
hover over Section 1 all season, but the 
games and the resilient athletes will push 
on and make the best of a bad situation. 
Still think some heads have got to roll on 
this, though… 

AROUND the RIM: Shillingford was 
also unstoppable in the Tigers’ 58-34 

win over Edgemont, scoring 24 points 
and yanking 17 rebounds, but the Tigers 
played far beneath their own expectations 
in a 59-45 loss to visiting Briarcliff last 
Friday…

Ramos (25 points), Hodge (11) and 
Staino (12) were right back at it the next 
night for Panas in yet another 49-48 
heartbreaking loss at Rye…

The dominoes began to fall in Class B 
last week. Putnam Valley will likely have 
its hands full with the likes of North Salem 
looking every bit the part of the favorites 
after winning the Somers Holiday 
Tournament last Saturday, besting a 
field of two Class A teams and one AA, 
including SOMERS, HEN HUD and 
MAHOPAC. Throw in a 59-45 PV loss to 
Briarcliff last Friday night, and truth be 
told, the Tigers are looking like the third 
or fourth best team in class at this point, 
depending on the legitimacy of Irvington, 
another Class B obstacle.

A betting man would be inclined to 
lay odds on North Salem after the Tigers’ 
67-58 first-round win over Hen Hud. 
Tiger 6’6” Baltimore transfer Kendrick 
Tchoua torched the Sailors for 24 points, 
16 rebounds, six assists and two blocks, 
which was more than the Sailors could 
handle despite the efforts of senior G 
Dylan Fraser, who hit five 3s for 15 points 
while adding five assists and six boards…

Mahopac senior G Justin Parker had 
a career-high 28 points to go with five 
rebounds, five assists and two steals, but 
it wasn’t enough in the Indians’ 79-69 
loss to Somers in the opening round last 
Saturday. That’s because Somers wing 
Lorenzo Bicknese threw up 30 on the 
Indians and F Jack Gilroy added a career-
high 20. Tusker Drew Lasher added a 

career-high 12 off the bench 
and Lucas Fecci (11 points) 
was a fourth double-digit 
scorer for the Tuskers, who 
came up short in a 54-49 
loss to Class A power Byram 
Hills earlier in the week…

LAKELAND sophomore 
Jack Kruse was at it again 
last Wednesday drilling 
9-of-10 from behind the arc 
for a career-high 31 points 
in the Hornets’ 73-69 win 
over Eastchester. This Kruse 
kid can play a little, huh? 
So can this Joey Vetrano 
kid, the sophomore who 
went for a career-high 28 
in Lakeland’s 65-56 loss to a 
quality Ardsley club.

In PEEKSKILL’s 58-
48 non-league win over 
Harrison Shion Darby 
dropped 30 points. Darby 
went out and dropped 
another 29 in the Red Devs’ 
81-72 win over White 
Plains in the opening round 
of the Harrison tourney 

where teammates TJ Lawrence added 17. 
The Red Devils were also dropped by the 
host Huskies the next night by a 50-45 
count to snag the tourney title. Red Devils 
Darby and Cyrious Ellis were named All-
Tournament…

OSSINING started out 5-0, before 
falling to upstart John Jay-EF, 84-68. 
Pride F Jacob Toppin has been spinning 
and winning all season and added to his 
résumé with a sterling 30-point, nine-
rebound effort in a losing cause… Guard 
play was the order of the day when 
Haldane got 18 points from Nick DiPalo 
and 16 from Alex Kubik to upend the 
Children’s Village, 69-42… 

Host CROTON-HARMON did not 
survive its first-round loss to Irvington 
in the Robert E. Mayclim tournament 
where the Tigers were bested by a solid 

Irvington club, 57-42, despite 12 points 
and three rebounds from sophomore Sean 
Macarchuk. Miles Ackerman (4 points, 
5 rebounds, 2 assists, 2 steals, 1 block) 
and Cal Colistra (8 points, 4 rebounds, 
4 assists, 1 steal, 1 block) were also in on 
the action for the Tigers. In Croton’s 64-47 
win over O’Neill, Macarchuk showed why 
he is considered one of the purest shooters 
in Class B, dropping 26 points.

“Irvington showed why they are an 
early-season favorite to be in contention 
for the gold ball in Class B,” Croton Coach 
Ben Martucci said. “We held the lead at 
halftime with a tremendous defensive 
effort but couldn’t hold it.”
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Panas’ Kyle Denault hurries to get after Put Valley’s 
Kevin Gallo in Panthers’ triple OT loss to Tigers.

Hen Hud F Kyle James gets ready to power up in 
Sailors’ loss to a tough Class B North Salem club.

Hen Hud wing Mekhi Gray fires jumper in Sailors’ 
loss to North Salem in opening round of  Somers 
tourney.

Hen Hud G Austin Fraser is clawed at as he drives the lane in Sailors’ 
loss to North Salem last Thursday.

NWE/PUTNAM Examiner Super 7
No.1 HEN HUD – The Sailors weren’t 

going to survive North Salem with a sub-
par game from both Mekhi Gray and 
Kyle James, but they still managed to lead 
through halftime and stuck like white on 
rice to the bitter end. Every team in this 
poll took at least one loss last week, and the 
top three all fell to legit title contenders.

No.1A SOMERS – When Bicknese is 
pulling for 30 and Gilroy is dropping 20, 
like the duo did against Mahopac, the 
Tuskers are pretty nice, but their non-
league schedule is going to be a legit 
grind, which Byram Hills was.

No.3 PUT VALLEY – Guard play has 
to reach the next level if the Tigers are 
going to battle the Briarcliffs and North 

Salems for Class B supremacy. 
No.4 OSSINING –  Jacob Toppin went 

for 30 points and nine boards in an 84-68 
loss to John Jay EF, who appears to be on 
the verge of a historical season.

No.5 PANAS – A loss in triple OT to 
visiting Put Valley last Wednesday and 
a devastating buzzer-beater setback at 
the hands of visiting Rye the next night: 
Welcome home Coach Auerbach.

No.6 MAHOPAC – Gonna come down 
to grit, toughness and the want to change 
the culture. Without that, we’re looking at 
another lackluster season.

No.7 LAKELAND – I’ll take my 
chances rebuilding this program around 
Kruse and Vetrano.
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Somers Handles Mahopac; Put Valley Wins Croton Tourney
By Tony Pinciaro

Following a season-opening loss to 
perennial Section 1 power, Albertus 
Magnus, 2017 Section 1 Class A 
champion SOMERS has reeled off three  
consecutive wins.

Somers capped its week with a 50-30 
victory over MAHOPAC in a Somers 
Tournament first-round game. The 
Tuskers will face Section 1 Class AA 
power, Ursuline, at a date and time to 
be determined as the first round of the 
tournament last Friday was snowed out 
and moved to Saturday.

Prior to the win over Mahopac, Somers 
handled Peekskill, 62-42.

“Albertus is a great team,” senior Jackie 
Penzo said. “It was tough to play them the 
first game of the season, but the positives 
we took from that game is that we have to 
communicate better and to work together 
as a team rather than five individuals.”

The Tuskers took control of the game 
against Mahopac, immediately. Somers 
led 20-7 after the first quarter.

“Dani DiCintio made five 3s and 
Liv Lipski hit three,” Somers Coach 
Marc Hattem said. “We were very good 
defensively and we forced turnovers.”

Tusker hotshot Hannah Angelini 
finished with a game-high 21 points in the 
victory over Peekskill.

“Any time you beat Peekskill it’s a 
good day,” Hattem said. “Hannah had 
a great day and really led us. Her hustle 
was incredible on the floor and for every 
loose ball. Hannah showed why she was 

the player of the year in our league last 
year and an all-section kid. Pooja Rao, a 
sophomore, finished with nine rebounds 
and I am excited about her progress.”

Somers will now await the scheduling of 
the Ursuline game. Somers and Ursuline 
are among the elite of Section 1 girls’ 
basketball programs.

“I believe it will be a very good game,” 
Penzo said. “Ursuline has a lot of talented 
players. If our tam follows through with 

the game plan and works hard 
during every play, we will have 
a great outcome.”

One aspect 
of PUTNAM 
VALLEY’s game is 
on point after three 
games: Its defense.

Putnam Valley 
opened the season 
3-0 and won the 
Croton Tournament 
championship. In the 
Tigers’ three wins, 
they allowed a total 
of 89 points – 49-35 
over Westlake, 51-25 
over Croton and 41-
29 over Dobbs Ferry 
in the tourney final.

“Our defense has 
been unbelievable,” 
Putnam Valley 
Coach Kristi Dini 
said. “The girls take 
so much pride in 
it and buy in every 
practice to prepare. 
The rotations, the 
help, the decision-
making and the 
talk has been fun to 
watch.”

Putnam Valley 
opened the season 
with the win over 
Westlake, despite 
the absence of point 
guard and 2017 All-Section selection, 
Kelli Venezia, who was sidelined with a 
nagging back injury.

Morgan Winogradoff led Putnam Valley 

with a game-high 17 points. Dora Rippon 
contributed 15 and Arianna Stockinger 
added 12.

Putnam Valley opened the Croton 
Tournament by doubling up the host 

behind a career-high 26 points 
from Rippon, who dazzled 
in front of a college scout 
in attendance. Winogradoff 
finished with 11 points and 
Stockinger chipped in with 
nine.

Venezia, in her second 
game back, finished with a 
team-leading 14 points in the 
championship game against 
Dobbs. Rippon was selected to 
the all-tournament team and 
Stockinger, who led the lock-
down defense, was named most 
valuable player.

“I’m just so proud of 
Arianna,” Dini said. “She is only 
a freshman and she’s shutting 
down upperclassmen and the 
top kid on every team we’ve 
played while scoring double 
digits and playing multiple 
positions for us.”

OSSINING improved to 
5-1 on the season following 

Somers G Hannah Angelini drives the lane against Mahopac’s Siobhan Hynes 
in Tuskers tourney win over Indians last Saturday.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Somers’ Danielle DiCintio (R) and Mahopac’s Zina Mclnerney get 
after it in Tuskers’ tourney win over Indians last Saturday.

Mahopac’s Zina Mclnerney works the floor against the defense of  Somers’ Danielle DiCintio in Tusker 
win over Indians.

Put Valley freshman MVP Arianna Stockinger drives 
lane for two in Tigers Croton tourney win over 
Dobbs Ferry.

continued on next page
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Mahopac F Gianfranco Pulice scored three goals and set up another in the Indians’ 6-2 win over 
Somers/North Salem last Sunday night at the Brewster Ice Arena. Brandon Laspina scored both 
goals for the Sabers. “The team worked hard as a group and made a lot of  good things happen,” 
Mahopac Coach Tim Donaghy said.

Pulice Forces Mahopac Past 
Somers, Nets Hat Hat Trick

continued from previous page

victories over Dobbs Ferry, 96-55, and 
Scarsdale, 104-52. Prior to the Dobbs 
Ferry game, Ossining also handled Class 
AA rival, North Rockland, 88-51.

The Pride is averaging 82.5 points per 
game, led by Aubrey Griffin. The junior has 
shown no ill effects from the knee injury 
that sidelined her for her sophomore year. 
Griffin is pouring in 23 points per game 

and is also averaging 
seven rebounds and 3.5 
steals a game.

Griffin scored a game-
high 26 points and Harris 
added 21 points and 11 
rebounds against Dobbs 
Ferry. Kelsey Quain 
chipped in 19 points 
while Alyssa Aurora 
collected 10 rebounds 
and Jaida Strippoli had 10 
assists.

Ossining rang up 45 
points in the first quarter 
on its way to cracking the 
century mark in points 
against Scarsdale.

Griffin finished with 
36 points while Quain 
and Harris each had 24 
points. Helen Ishmael 
led Ossining with 11 
rebounds, Strippoli 
handed out 13 assists 
and Julia Iorio scored a 
season-best 11 points.

Ossining played 
Flowery Branch (Ga.), 
Monday, at the KSA 
Holiday Tournament in 
Orlanda, Fla. Ossining 
will also play Tuesday 

and Wednesday, against yet-to-be-
determined opponents.

MAHOPAC has split four 
games through the first two weeks 
of the season. The Indians have 
victories over Clarkstown South, 
48-43, and Mount Vernon, 44-39, 
while falling to PANAS, 44-36, and 
Somers, 50-30.

“Defensively, we played well, 
especially on the boards,” said 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava 
of the Clarkstown South game. “I 
thought our girls boxed out well. 
Offensively, I felt we played more 
consistently and in sync. And we 
hit our shots.

“Against Mount Vernon, we 
played a good defensive game,” he 
added. “I was pleased with the play 
of my young girls off the bench, 
also. Offensively, I thought  we 
played pretty well. I was glad of 
how we were able to score off of 
their press. The team is coming 
along and making positive gains.”

Claire Felix led Mahopac with 
14 points and Zina McInerney 

added 10 points against Clarkstown South. 
Siobhan Hynes and Katie McDonough 
had nine points apiece, though the fiery 
McDonough was lost for the year with 
a significant leg injury that will likely 
sideline her for the 2018 lacrosse season. 
Felix went for 26 points against Mahopac 
and McInerney contributed 10 points.

Claire Felix scored 14 points and 

Siobhan Hynes registered 11 in the 
loss to Panas.

“It was a close game, although 
Panas did open up a 13-point lead 
in the third quarter,” Scozzafava said. 
“We got it to one, but they hit a 3 and 
it was back and forth the rest of the 
game. I was pleased on how the girls 
came back after being down by 13. 
They made the shots down the stretch 
and we didn't.”

PANAS then went on to suffer 
consecutive losses to Tappan Zee, 
66-53, and Class AA John Jay EF, 43-
39.  Tappan Zee went up 20-6 and 
Panas could not come all the way 
back, despite cutting the lead to six 
twice. Danielle Merante led Panas 
with 28 points and freshman Kristen 
Cinquina added 15.  Merante and 
Cinquina had 11 points apiece in the 
loss to the Patriots. 

HEN HUD took advantage of a 
huge first quarter to defeat Yorktown, 
51-37.

The Lady Sailors outscored 
Yorktown, 19-3, in the opening 
quarter.

Sophomore Caitlin Weimar and 
freshman Grace Moretti each went 6 
of 11 from the field and finished with 15 
points. Weimar also had 12 rebounds.

Moretti also had four rebounds and five 
assists and Chloe Stewart added six points 
and three steals.

CARMEL’s Clair Cody had another 

killer game in the Rams’ 62-27 win over 
Port Chester, finishing with 32 points, 15 
boards, six steals and six assists. Cody is 
averaging over 20 a game and has become 
a walking double-double this year. 
Khadijah Johnson added 11 points for the 
improving Rams.

A healthy Kelli Venezia was welcomed back to the Tiger lineup by 
Putnam Valley Coach Kristi Dini last weekend.

Mahopac’s Claire Felix goes up for two against the 
defense of  Somers Liv Lipski in the Indians’ opening-
round loss to Tuskers in Somers tourney.

Put Valley All-Tourney F Dora Rippon goes for two points in 
Tigers romp of  Dobbs Ferry in Croton tournament Saturday.
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Hendrick Hudson G Dylan Fraser drives lane in an attempt to score two of  his team-high 15 points in the Sailors’ 67-58 loss to Class B powerhouse North Salem in the opening round of  the Somers Holiday 
Tournament last Thursday. The host Tuskers defeated Mahopac in the other opener, but Friday’s weather threw a monkey wrench into the schedule and the tournament finals will be played over the holidays... see 
Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Fraser 
Burn!
Hen Hud 

Loses 
Close 
Shave 

to North 
Salem, 
67-58


