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By Rick Pezzullo
Appointing members to the Human 

Relations Commission in Peekskill dom-
inated discussion at last week’s Common 
Council meeting even though the resolu-
tion had been removed from the agenda.

The Council had collected resumes 
from interested residents and some coun-
cilmembers said a list of nine names had 
been agreed upon during a recent work 
session, but those names apparently were 
changed by Mayor Frank Catalina, who 
has the authority to fill the commission 
with the blessing of the Council.

The Human Relations Commission 

was first enacted in 1964 but has been 
inactive during about the last three years 
with the 11-member body reduced to 
only two individuals.

“Nobody thinks it’s a bad thing,” Cata-
lina said at the meeting. “I did not per-
sonally interview these people so I’m not 
ready to certify these people. Anybody 
who submits a resume will get a fair 
hearing.”

According to the city’s General Mu-
nicipal Law, which the Council amended 
in December, the purpose of the Human 
Relations Commission is to “foster mu-

Filling Human Relations Commission 
in Peekskill Sparks Debate

By Rick Pezzullo
Public officials and community leaders 

vowed last week to unite in addressing a 
myriad of economic and safety issues 
facing local municipalities and other en-
tities with the impending closing of the 
Indian Point nuclear power plants.

Several hundred residents turned out 
at the Muriel Morabito Community 
Center in Cortlandt to hear frustrated 
area elected officials from all levels of 
government reiterate their disappoint-
ment with being left out of the loop of 
an agreement between the Entergy, the 

State of New York and Riverkeeper that 
will result in the nuclear facility shutting 
down in 2021, and leaving many budgets 
that have relied on funding from Indian 
Point for years severely shortchanged.

“I’m disappointed in the way this 
was all handled,” said Buchanan Mayor 
Theresa Knickerbocker, whose village 
hosts the plants and gets 50% of its an-
nual taxes from the controversial facil-
ity. “We all knew there was an end date. 
My surprise is the way in which this was 
done. We have a lot to figure out.”

Also suffering a major financial blow 

from the closure is the Hendrick Hud-
son School District, which receives 30% 
($23.3 million) of its fund-
ing from Indian Point, a 
shortfall that Superintend-
ent Joseph Hochreiter ad-
mitted has kept him up at 
night often in recent weeks.

“That’s a big hole. What 
we are confronting is the 
biggest community finan-
cial impact in a lifetime,” 
Hochreiter remarked. “It’s 
our responsibility to deter-
mine what type of commu-
nity we will have after this. 
We’re going to have to make 
some difficult decisions. We 
know we can’t property tax 
our way out of this.”

Entergy, which purchased the plants 
15 years ago, invested $1.3 billion in safe-
ty improvements and has been seeking a 

20-year license renewal from the federal 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission since 

2007 to continue operating 
the facility, cited sustained 
low current and projected 
wholesale energy prices that 
have reduced revenues, as 
well as increased operating 
costs, as reasons for opting 
to close the plants earlier 
than projected.

Under the pact, Indian 
Point Unit 2 will cease op-
erations as early as April 
2020 and Unit 3 in April 
2021. However, an emer-
gency provision is included 
that could give Entergy an 
additional four years of 
service in the event of war, a 

sudden increase in electrical demand or 

New Hamilton Actor Returns to His 
Lakeland Roots
On the brink of  his Broadway debut in March as part of  the cast of  Hamilton, Anthony Medina, 
a 2007 Walter Panas High School graduate, stopped by to visit his old high school and Lakeland 
Copper Beech Middle School last week to talk to students about his career in theater. He spent 
four hours answering questions, discussing theater, and talking about his journey to this point in 
his life. Medina is set to start rehearsals today (January 31).

Public Officials Unite to Tackle Issues with Indian Pt Closing

Continued on page 2
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Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

a sudden shortage of electric energy.
In addition to the funding Buchanan 

and Hendrick Hudson receives from the 
plants, 64% of the Verplanck Fire Depart-
ment’s budget and 28% of the Hendrick 
Hudson Library’s budget is supported 
by Indian Point. The Town of Cortlandt 
receives $1 million annually, which rep-
resents 2% of its budget, and Westchester 
County receives $5.1 million.

“We’re all in this together to meet the 
challenges that face us in the months and 
years to come,” said Cortlandt Supervi-
sor Linda Puglisi, who has called on 
Governor Andrew Cuomo to establish 
a Blue Ribbon Commission to study the 

possible reuse of the 240 acres where In-
dian Point sits on the edge of the Hudson 
River. “We’ll get through this. There is a 
lot of work ahead of us.”

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) stressed communication with 
Cuomo and other state leaders was cru-
cial in planning for the future.

“Unfortunately we’ve had a lack of 
communication between the governor’s 
office and us,” Murphy said. “Important 
questions we asked and they had no an-
swers. I think it’s up to us to figure out 
Plan B. Don’t leave it up to Albany. We 
know the community better than any-
one else. We need to drive the train on 
this.”

RiCk PezzuLLO PHOtO
Crowd listens to officials at indian Point forum thursday in Cortlandt.

Public Officials Unite to Tackle Issues with Indian Pt Closing
Continued from page 1

By Rick Pezzullo
A Cortlandt man will participate 

Wednesday (February 1) in the 40th An-
nual Empire State Building Run Up to 
benefit Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley.

John J. Nelson will be among more 
than 200 runners who will run up 1,576 
steps to reach the legendary New York 
City building’s observatory tower.

“It’s an honor to be participating in the 
marquee tower race on behalf of Make-
A-Wish Hudson Valley,” said Nelson, a 

senior accountant at the accounting and 
advisory firm PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP. 
“At PKF O’Connor Davies, giving back is 
baked into our culture---it’s fundamental 
to who we are as a firm. Every pledge we 
earn in support of the important work of 
Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley is going to 
push me to get up those stairs faster.”

Both Nelson and PKF O’Connor Dav-
ies are longtime supporters of Make-A-
Wish, helping to raise thousands of dol-
lars in the Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley 

Annual 5K Walk/Run for Wishes.
“For each and every step he takes to-

ward reaching the goal, he will be mak-
ing a difference in the lives of the Wish 
Kids and their families,” said Thomas J. 
Conklin, President and CEO of Make-A-
Wish Hudson Valley.

Since 1986, the Hudson Valley Chap-
ter of Make-A-Wish has granted wishes 
to more than 2,500 children with life-
threatening medical conditions in eight 
counties of the Hudson Valley.

Cortlandt Man to Race to Top of Empire State Building

John J. Nelson
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1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill •914-737-8375
 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

ATM
Prices Good Through  2/5/17 • Prices Before Tax & Deposit

BIG GAME SPECIALS!
Score a Savings Touchdown at Beverage World!
BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!

Falcons Patriots

Check out our selection of craft beers at                         .com

Open Big Game 
Sunday 

11am to 6pm!
COME SEE 

OUR BEAUTIFUL, 
NEWLY PAVED 

PARKING 
LOT!

BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!
Score a Savings Touchdown at Beverage World!Score a Savings Touchdown at Beverage World!
BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!BIG GAME SPECIALS!

Score a Savings Touchdown at Beverage World!Score a Savings Touchdown at Beverage World!
BIG GAME SPECIALS!

Falcons
PARKING PARKING 

LOT!

$2299
36 Pk Cans

$2299
36 Pk Cans

$1699
20 Pk Bottles

$1199
12 Pk Bottles

$1299
 12 Pk Bottles

$1599
12 Pk Bottles

$1799 $1699
12 PK Bottles

$799
12 Pk Bottles

$1999
Blue, Blue Light

28 Pk Bottles

All Varieties

$1399
12 Pk Bottles

12 Pk Bottles

$2299
36 Pk Cans
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Division Street Grill
Restaurant & Caterers

 Romantic
 Four Course Dinner
 Warm Candlelight

Soft Piano Music

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

26 N. Division Street, Peekskill 

914.739.6380
Reservations Requested

Valentine’s Day
Weekend

VALENTINE'S DAY
ROMANTIC

THREE COURSE DINNER
WARM CANDLELIGHT

SOFT
PIANO MUSIC

Division Street Grill
Restaurant & Caterers

 Romantic
 Four Course Dinner
 Warm Candlelight

Soft Piano Music

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

26 N. Division Street, Peekskill 

914.739.6380
Reservations Requested

Valentine’s Day
Weekend

Restaurant & Caterers
26 N Division Street, Peekskill

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

for reservations

By Rick Pezzullo
More than 300 people crammed into 

Cortlandt Town Hall last week for an 
open meeting with Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino.

While Astorino addressed several is-
sues, most residents were interested to 
hear his perspective on the recent rev-
elation of the Indian Point nuclear pow-
er plants in Buchanan shutting down 
in four years, based on an agreement 
reached by Entergy, New York State and 
Riverkeeper.

Astorino reiterated his disappoint-
ment of having to learn about the closure 
in the media.

“We did not have any notice whatsoev-
er,” Astorino said. “It is our hope we can 
deal with the state in a reasonable way. 
There are significant issues that we have 
to deal with. Four years go quick and we 
have to be prepared for that.”

Besides the tax revenue that will be lost 
to the county, Town of Cortlandt, Village 
of Buchanan, Hendrick Hudson School 
District and other entities, Astorino said 
his biggest concern was the future reuse 
of the 240 acres on the shores of the Hud-
son River.

“A lot of the good about Indian Point 
is being taken away and a lot of the bad 
is being left behind,” Astorino said. “The 
concern we have is what do you do with 

that property? It will probably be a waste-
land. It probably won’t be developed for a 
very long time. The reuse of that proper-
ty is not going to be a lot. It will be fairly 

limited how many, if any, of the 240 acres 
can be developed.”

Astorino, who attended Lincoln Titus 
Elementary School in the Lakeland dis-

trict from kindergarten through fourth 
grade (“Cortlandt is very much in my 
blood”), also talked about the affordable 
housing settlement in which the county 
constructed 790 units by the end of 2016, 
thus meeting the federally mandated 
deadline.

He said he hoped to meet with Dr. 
Ben Carson, the newly appointed Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment under President Donald Trump, 
in the near future to put the housing 
issue to rest.

“My hope is in the next couple of 
months this will all be finalized,” Astori-
no said.

Astorino, who unsuccessfully ran for 
governor two years ago and has hinted at 
another run for the state’s highest office, 
spoke proudly of not raising county taxes 
for seven consecutive years, despite the 
county being handcuffed with unfunded 
mandates from Albany that make up 
77% of Westchester’s budget.

“We are like the ATM machine for Al-
bany. They have no incentive to cut costs 
up there. We do,” Astorino remarked. 
“A tax increase will be the last resort (in 
Westchester), not the first option. We’re 
not there yet. The easiest thing to do is to 
raise taxes. You don’t have to make any 
hard decisions.”

RiCk PezzuLLO PHOtO
County executive Rob Astorino addressed a packed house at Cortlandt town Hall last week. 

Hundreds Attend Cortlandt Town Hall Meeting with Astorino

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

For Children and Parents Every Tuesday and Thursday
from 9:30 am to 11:30 am extended through Feb 4th.
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tual respect and understanding among 
all racial, religious, age, disability, gen-
der, sexual orientation and nationality 
groups in the community.”

In addition, the Commission can 
“inquire into incidents of tension and 
conflict among or between” groups and 
“conduct and recommend educational 
programs as, in its judgment, will in-
crease goodwill among inhabitants of the 
community and open new opportunities 
into all phases of community life for all 
inhabitants.”

After being elected in 2015, Council-
man Andre Rainey encouraged residents 
to join the Human Relations Commis-
sion to revitalize it to promote diversity 
in the community and “fight for people 
with issues of discrimination, and acts of 
racism and hate.”

“Bringing it to Peekskill would only 
enhance what we are already developing 
here, unity in this community,” Rainey 
said. 

Ken Martin, who ran for mayor in 
2015, said the Human Relations Com-
mission would be beneficial to the city.

“The Human Relations Commis-

sion is about values. It’s about what we 
in Peekskill believe,” he said. “There are 
problems in this community. This will 
help Peekskill. This will help the values 
of Peekskill.”

However, Councilman Vincent Vesce, 
who maintained Rainey had vehemently 
objected to one of the names listed on the 
resolution that was removed, expressed 
skepticism about the effectiveness of 
the Commission, contending last time it 
was meeting on a regular basis members 
didn’t get along and it became “a public 
relations nightmare for the City of Peek-
skill.”

“What has changed in the City of 
Peekskill in the last three years that is so 
dire and pressing that we need to fill this 
board?” Vesce asked.

Councilwoman Vivian McKenzie ex-
plained it was never the intention of the 
Council to get rid of the Commission, 
saying, “We wanted it to be something 
else; a committee that would foster good-
will in the community.”

Catalina said he was looking for resi-
dents to serve on the Human Relations 
Commission that were “active in the 
community,” and “had experience deal-
ing with problems and solving them 

outside the government structure.” He 
encouraged anyone interested to email 
him a resume.

One of the individuals who was listed 
on the removed resolution was James 
Cairl of Elm Street, who spoke about his 
desire to serve.

“I reached out to Councilman Rainey 
because I want to help,” said Cairl, who 
noted he served as mayor for a day under 
former Mayor George Pataki when he 
was a scout leader. “I want to make this 
town better and this opportunity came 
up.”

Filling Human Relations Commission in Peekskill Sparks Debate

373 Downing Drive Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914 352-6127
www.dastruckandauto.com

Northern Westchester’s
Most Exciting

Auto Store
You Won’t Be

 Disappointed!

10% OFF 
ANY ONE ITEM

10% OFF 
ANY BATTERY

FROM DAS 
BATTERY CENTER

With this coupon • Cannot be combined with any other 
offers • One coupon per purchase • Excludes Oil & 
Special Orders • DAS Auto Parts & Battery Center

FREE WIPER BLADE 
INSTALLATION AT DAS!

Brick Oven Pizzeria & Restaurant
www.prontocroton.webs.com

DAS AUTO PARTS Highly Recommends 

Yorktown Green Shopping Center, • 367 Downing Dr, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 962-0300        

10% OFF ANY PURCHASE Not valid on Fridays. Expires 4/15/17
Fast Delivery! 

Nonna’s Pizzeria

HOUSE & CAR KEYS MADE HERE

DAS 
HOBBY SHOP

YOUR 1 STOP SHOP
FOR ALL YOUR AUTO & TRUCK NEEDS

Continued from page 1
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Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

PLUS 0.25% 
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$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
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balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 3, 2017.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any an-
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Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2017 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2017.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2018 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2018.

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - PASSBOOK-STATEMENT-BONUS - EFF DATE 1-3-2017.indd   1 12/5/2016   3:42:40 PM

On Saturday, February 11, from 
noon to 4 p.m., Solaris Sports Club 
in Yorktown will host a fun, all-
ages event called “Shake the Winter 
Blues.” Proceeds will benefit Sup-
port Connection, a not-for-profit 
organization that provides free and 
confidential support services to 
people affected by breast and ovar-
ian cancer. 

“Shake the Winter Blues” is being 
organized by two of Support Con-
nection’s student interns: Adrienne 
Lett of Yorktown High School and 
Selvija Dedushaj of Lakeland High 
School. Through their schools’ civic 
internship programs, Adrienne and 

Selvija have been learning the fun-
damental skills necessary for event 
planning. Their Support Connec-
tion mentors, Executive Director 
Katherine Quinn, and Development 
& Outreach Coordinator Marisa 
Giuliano, are eager to see the culmi-
nation of the students’ efforts at the 
February function.

At this family-friendly event, peo-
ple of all ages will enjoy dancing and 
various children’s activities, includ-
ing crafts and basketball. There will 
be a one-hour Zumba lesson (12:30 
-1:30) as well as performance by the 
Westchester Ballet Center (2-2:30.) 
A bake sale and pick-your-prize raf-

fle will take place throughout the 
afternoon. Complimentary refresh-
ments will be available.

“We believe that this fundraiser 
will be a fun afternoon where family 
and friends can escape from the cold 
and have a good time, all while rais-
ing funds for Support Connection’s 
free breast and ovarian cancer sup-
port services,” Lett and Dedushaj said.

Everyone is welcome; no RSVP 
is necessary. Children must be ac-
companied by an adult. Admis-
sion is free. For more information, 
contact Marisa Giuliano at info@
supportconnection.org or call (914-
962-6402).

Students Selvija Dedushaj (Lakeland High School) and Adrienne 
Lett (Yorktown High School) are working together to organize the 
“Shake the Winter Blues event” to benefit Support Connection. 

Local Students Plan Fun Event to Benefit Support Connection

AFC Urgent Care, located in the BJ’s Plaza 
in Yorktown, is proud to announce it will be 
celebrating its one year anniversary on Feb-
ruary 5.  To celebrate, the center will have free 
giveaways, raffles and wellness tips/informa-
tion throughout the month of February.  

“Throughout our first year we have 
been actively involved in the Yorktown 
community, through event sponsorships, 
health fairs, speaking engagements and 
wellness programs / memberships,” stated 
Kellie Slater, Outreach and Marketing Di-

rector. “We are proud of the work we have 
done and in twelve short months have be-
come ‘the heart of our community’.”

AFC Urgent Care offers a variety of di-
agnostic and treatment options and works 
closely with each patient. With an on-site 
lab and digital X-ray, enabling board-certi-
fied doctors to diagnose and treat illnesses 
and set broken bones, all under one roof, 
AFC is able to determine the best course of 
care in a quick and efficient manner. Ad-
ditional services include all typical urgent 

care services, plus pre-employment exams, 
drug testing, breathe alcohol tests, sports 
and school physicals, DOT physicals, pre-
surgical physicals and vaccinations, includ-
ing travel vaccinations.

AFC Yorktown has been led by Rajesh 
Gupta, MD. “I am so proud of our AFC fam-
ily and am excited to celebrate our one year 
anniversary with our friends and neigh-
bors,” said Dr. Gupta, who has 29 years of 
experience in the ER. “Being involved with 
my patients and having a direct connection 

with them is so very important. Developing 
relationships, building stronger ties with the 
community and serving our patients with 
the best quality of care in an economical 
manner, at times and location convenient to 
our patients is why we are here.” 

AFC Urgent Care Yorktown accepts most 
insurance, including Tri-Care, Medicaid 
and Medicare, as well as affordable cash and 
credit card rates for self-pay patients. Open 
seven days a week. Hours of operation: M-F 
8 a.m.-8 p.m., S-S 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

AFC Urgent Care in Yorktown to Celebrate One Year Anniversary
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 CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR  

FREE 
SCREENING!

We Accept Most Insurance Plans. Most Major Credit Cards Accepted. *Financing Also Available With Approved Credit. 

A McGuire’s All Brands Hearing Aids and Audiology Company
HearingCenterNY.com

Family Owned 

Since 1970!

PELHAM/
BRONX

888-418-1791

MONTEFIORE
MEDICAL CTR.

888-338-4698

MEDALLIANCE
BRONX

 844-339-0878

5 LOCATIONS
ON 

LONG ISLAND

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
888-445-7184

Finance Better 
Hearing For
Same As Cash!
It’s Not a Misprint,
It’s an Opportunity!FINANCING

Finance an Audibel Hearing 
Instrument & Receive:
3 YEAR SERVICE
3 YEAR BATTERIES
3 YEAR LOSS & DAMAGE
On All Premium Audibel Instruments.
1 & 4 Year Service Programs Also Available.

Payment plan for those who qualify. This Financing Special* is 
available for all styles and circuitry. 0% Financing on 12 months 
only. 24, 36, 48 month options available with low interest rates.

48 million Americans—or nearly one in fi ve, age 12 and older—experience 
hearing loss severe enough to hinder communication. From the profoundly 
hearing impaired to those who simply require some clarity, the caring staff  at 
The Hearing Center provides the highest level of audiological evaluations and 
hearing aid services in a warm private practice setting. 

We service ALL manufacturers 
makes and models.

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 3/31/17*

GET THE  
BEST REPORT 
CARD EVER!
GET HELP NOW!

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board 
and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities endorses or was involved in the 
production of the program.*Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.  HLCYKT3149

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

Our program offers:
  Free consultation
  Comprehensive academic 

evaluation
  Personalized tutoring
  Highly qualified teachers
  Flexible payment options 

for all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math 
Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry 
Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology 
Chemistry - ADHD support - More

Test prep
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED 
ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
914-245-8882 

NANUET
845-624-6800

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100

Yorktown High School’s AP Physics class of  2017 was invited on a trip to the iBM t.J. Watson 
Research Center, made possible by the efforts of  Councilman Vishnu Patel, and our teacher, Mr. 
Moore. there, we were given a tour of  the facility, including the famous tHiNk Lab and Watson, 
the supercomputer that won Jeopardy! in 2011. Additionally, we were fortunate to visit several 
experts in various areas of  research, including quantum computing and material science. 
towards the end of  our trip, we sat down for a Q&A session with several key members of  the 
center. Our class really enjoyed the experience and especially liked viewing and interacting with 
Watson and the Jeopardy! set pieces, and we were thankful for this opportunity to learn about 
the headquarters of  iBM and different SteM-related fields that we may pursue in the future. 
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To the Editor:
Reading the letters to the editor for 

the January 19th Yorktown News, I 
came across a letter from Michael Ang-
ley in regard to the town’s “open space” 
fund. In 2005 the town created a special 
district known as the “Open Space” dis-
trict. The purpose of which was to al-
low for the purchase of land to be held 
in perpetuity as open space. In order to 
finance the purchase of open space the 
town obtained permission from NY 
State to levy up to a $30.00 per parcel 
annual tax. The restriction on this tax 
levy was that it can only be used to pur-
chase land.  The money raised by this 
tax cannot be used to maintain the land. 
That cost is borne by taxes raised in the 
general fund tax levy.

That being said, the town did not vote 
to eliminate the open space district nor 
the ability to levy the district per parcel 

tax. We actually do not have the power to 
disband the tax by simple vote as it was 
formed by a public referendum. What 
we instead chose to do, AFTER listening 
to the taxpayers of Yorktown, was to not 
levy or collect the tax THIS year, and to 
look at it on an annual basis as we do our 
budget. It is within the Board’s discretion 
to levy the tax and how much to levy to 
a present maximum of 30.00 per parcel. 
The Board shifted the amount we would 
have collected, not raising taxes, so that 
we could use it for critical infrastructure 
projects that the taxpayers would like to 
see completed.

The reason for not collecting a levy 
that could only be used to Purchase 
property is that the town is incurring 
significant ongoing expenses in pre-
serving the space already purchased. 
Most if not all of the space previously 
purchased, has either sat in disrepair, 

or has cost the taxpayers for rehabili-
tation and general maintenance. If you 
tour the majority of these properties, 
you will find that the former is more the 
case as our Parks and Recs department 
is stretched thin with their everyday du-
ties.  

This past year we made the last pay-
ment on the bond used to purchase open 
space over the past 16 years, and in ad-
dition the town holds a fund balance for 
purchases of around $200,000. If we col-
lected the levy again this year again, we 
would only be adding to fund balance re-
stricted to the purchase of land, without 
an intended purchase. While there are 
some parcels that have been brought to 
the town’s attention, there is a difference 
between” ignoring” as Mr. Angley ex-
presses, and in choosing not to purchase. 
Right now, none of the parcels brought 
to the town’s attention would be priori-

tized as needed for the preservation of 
open space as none are in the que to be 
developed.   

As a member of the Town Board, is 
my duty to make the best decisions for 
the taxpayers of the entire town. It is a 
common bond held by all that sit up at 
the board table. At this time, I feel the 
right decision is to address the identified 
infrastructure problems needing our in-
vestment with this year’s available funds 
under the tax cap, and not to squirrel 
away precious tax dollars to be restricted 
for a hypothetical purchase that is not 
on our horizon at this point. When we 
do the budget for next year, we will re-
address the Open Space Fund and see 
where the best decisions for the town lie 
at that time.

Yours in Service,
Ed LachTErman

counciLman

Letters to the Editor
Clarification of Open Space Fund in Yorktown

To the Editor,
Research Wetlands on the Town web-

site and you will read, “It is the goal of 
the Town of Yorktown to ensure that 
there is no overall net loss of the Town’s 
remaining wetland resources, including 
wetland buffer areas.” Further, it states 
“it is the long-term goal of the Town to 
increase the quantity and quality of the 
Town’s wetlands resources in terms of 
type, functions, geographic location and 
setting and size.” 

These are very laudable goals, yet they 
are now under attack by our very own 
Town Board.  Under current review is 
an attempt to repeal and replace Chap-

ter 178 of the Town code, Freshwater 
Wetlands. If successful, this piece of 
legislation will dramatically weaken our 
present laws by re-defining what consti-
tutes a wetland.  The current size thresh-
old for deciding when a specific area is a 
wetland in Yorktown is 1,000 square feet. 
Under the proposed new ordinance, this 
number would be raised to 4,356 square 
feet, without regard for what critical wet-
land functions the area serves, such as 
stormwater retention, filtration and pu-
rification of drinking water, and habitat 
for plants and wildlife. Yet it is entirely 
possible that a 1,500-square foot wetland 
may serve a much more vital function 

than one with an area of 5,000 square 
feet. 

Why should we care? This is why: 
Wetlands serve as natural flood control 
agents. Our streams alone cannot handle 
the overflow associated with heavy rains. 
Our wetlands act as basins, storing water 
and slowing its flow downstream, reduc-
ing runoff onto roads and low-lying ar-
eas. As more wetlands are drained and 
developed, the greater likelihood of in-
creased flooding. Eventually, the toll on 
our homes and infrastructure will prove 
costly. Maintenance and repair of roads 
and bridges will jump. Taxes will be 
raised to construct new artificial storm-

water management systems.
Plainly said, the repeal and replace-

ment currently proposed by our Town 
Board is good for developers but bad for 
the rest of us.  Few homeowners are pay-
ing attention, but this is in the works!

The gradual loss of wetlands is a major 
problem throughout Yorktown. And yet 
despite this reality, plans are presently in 
motion to chip away at the benefits wet-
lands have provided us.  We need to be 
wary of any new legislation that attempts 
to weaken these laws under the guise of 
streamlining procedures.

Tim GLass
Yorktown heights

Wetlands are Under Attack by Yorktown Town Board

By Rick Pezzullo
A GoFundMe relief effort has been set 

up to help the family of a disabled wom-
an was killed in a fast moving house fire 
last week at 936 Diven Street in Peekskill.

Elizabeth Birmingham, 52, who was 
wheelchair-bound, was discovered by 
firefighters in a rear bedroom on the first 
floor of the large multi-family dwelling 
on January 23. Ten other occupants es-
caped unharmed from the blaze, which 
was reported at about 5:15 a.m., includ-
ing Birmingham’s husband, Kevin Sulli-
van, and his son, Albert Sullivan, 13, who 
is autistic and diabetic and requires 24-
hour care from visiting nurses.

It took firefighters from Peekskill, Cro-
ton, Montrose and Buchanan about two 
hours to get the stubborn fire under con-
trol. The cause of the fire, which caused 
severe damage to the home, is being inves-
tigated but is not considered suspicious.

Shannon Sullivan created the Go-
FundMe account, called the Sullivan-
Birmingham Relief Fund, to help pay for 
Birmingham’s funeral expenses, obtain 
housing for her father and brother, and 
pay for transportation expenses since Al-
bert has frequent medical appointments.

Sullivan said her family didn’t have 

Relief Fund Created to Help 
Family of Woman Killed in Fire
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Diane Bohlig
Diane Bohlig, a resident of Cortlandt, 

died January 22 at home. She was 87.
She was born September 11, 1929 in 

Bedford Hills, to the Lodivivo and Jose-
phine Possenti. She worked for Verizon 
as a telephone operator for many years.

She is survived by her children Lori 
DeAngelis and her husband James and 
Melbourne Bohlig and his wife Kathleen; 
four grandchildren, Justin DeAngelis 
and his fiancé Allison Cohen, and Megan 
DeAngelis, Zachary and Gregory Bohlig. 
She is also survived by three brothers.

Judith Badolato
Judith Badolato, a resident of Green-

town, PA, formerly of Yorktown, died 
January 24 at her home. She was 68.

She was born in New Rochelle to Dav-
id and Marie McKeand and was a mem-
ber of St. Patrick’s Church in Yorktown. 
She graduated from Mamaroneck High 
School in 1966 and earned her associate’s 
degree from Weber College. She worked 
as an officer manager for Morris I. Glass-
man at Northern Westchester Ophthal-
mology for 25 years before retiring in 
2005.

She will be remembered for her love of 
life, love of reading and working in the 
garden. She was a compassionate, kind 
and loving mother who cherished her 
husband and family. She is survived by 
her husband Chris of Greentown, PA; 
son, Christopher and Jeanne Badolato 
of Carmel; daughter Dawn and Robert 
Pellegrino of Yorktown; sister Sandra 
Shepis; niece Alexandra of Smithtown, 
NY; grandchildren, Jaime, Jayce, Dylan 
and Madelyn; and five nieces and neph-
ews. 

Henry Jacobs
Henry (Stretch) Jacobs, a longtime res-

ident of Croton-on-Hudson, died peace-
fully at home surrounded by his family 
on January 26. He was 87.

Mr. Jacobs lived in Croton-on-Hudson 
since 1965 and was known and loved for 
being friends to all and a master sto-
ryteller. He was born in Brooklyn on 
August 12, 1929. He served in the U.S. 
Army and graduated from Brooklyn 
College. He was a freelance stenographer 
for many years and eventually started 
his own court reporting service - Henry 
Jacobs Associates in New York City.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 
63 years, Judy Jacobs, and by his loving 

children - Larry (and wife Julie,) of St. 
Paul MN, Mai (and husband David) of 
Beacon NY, and Paul (and wife Jennifer) 
of Amherst MA. Mr. Jacobs was a deep 
source of love and support for his six 
grandchildren and his many nieces and 
nephews.

Rosa “Lina” Giusti
Rosa Giusti, a resident of Ossining, 

died January 24. She was 88. 
She was born July 17, 1928 in L’Aquila 

Italy to Giuseppe and Annunziata Giusti. 
She was predeceased by her son Luigi, 
who died in June 13, 1992, and her 
husband Ferdinando, who died Jan. 30, 
2012. She worked as a seamstress for 
Pircio’s cleaners in Ossining and at the 
Asthmatic Foundation. 

She is survived by her sons Sandro 
(Marlene) Giusti of Wappingers Falls 
and Ferdinando (PattiAnn) Giusti of Os-
sining; grandchildren Danielle, Nicole, 
Jacqueline, Zachary, and Christopher 
(Denise); and five great-grandchildren.

Michael Boscia
Michael A. Boscia, a resident of Peek-

skill, died January 27. He was 65. 

Mr. Boscia was a Manager for C.C. 
Vending in Mt. Vernon for 15 years. 
Prior to that he worked for Selecto Co. 
in Ardsley as a Manager. He was born 
on February 26, 1951 in Bronxville, to 
Michael and Jeanette Maldari Boscia. On 
October 7, 1972, he married Laura Fer-
rara at Immaculate Conception Church 
in the Bronx. 

He is survived by his wife Laura Bos-
cia of Peekskill, a son Michael P. Boscia 
and a sister Joan Boscia and her husband 
Thomas Burke of Scarsdale. He was pre-
deceased by his mother-in-law Rosalie 
Ferrara.

Mark Ayers
Mark R. Ayers, a resident of Cortlandt, 

died suddenly January 20. He was 54. 
He was born in Mt. Kisco on Sep-

tember 5, 1962, to Robert J. and Bar-
bara Kenney Ayers. He was a graduate 
of both Walter Panas High School and 
Marist College. He is survived by his 
parents, his brother David and his wife, 
Laurie, and their children Christopher 
and Kaitlyn Ayers. He is also survived 
by his uncle Bob Kenney, aunts Joyce 
and Maureen Kenney, and five cousins. 
He was predeceased by his uncle John 
Kenney.

Obituaries

To the cortlandt Town Board,
As a homeowner in Crompond I have 

met with many of my neighbors and we 
have a great concern about the proposal 
called Cortlandt Pitch. For those who 
may not know, this is the old Rotello 
Farm. It is the land bordering on 202 be-
tween the bowling alley and Maple Row 
opposite the Mobil station.  

When the farm was sold the property 
went from an agricultural zone to an 
R-20 zone. For this property that would 
be 5 houses and in fact this was the ini-
tial proposal for this property. The new 
proposal, Cortlandt Pitch, includes a 

67,000-square-foot multi story building, 
including an indoor soccer field, weight 
room, concession area and an outdoor 
soccer field. The initial parking area 
would have 125 parking spaces and there 
would be space for 50 additional park-
ing spaces Where busses and mini vans 
would park was not stated. A new two 
lane road would exit the property and 
connect to Maple Row a little ways back 
from the intersection at 202 and Croton 
Ave. In addition 4 wetlands would be 
filled in or greatly modified.

The wetland the access road would go 
through is an area subject to frequent 

flooding. All of that water then drains 
to the Croton Reservoir. The Cortlandt 
Pitch would be the direct neighbor to 
Lincoln Titus Elementary School. A few 
of us sent our kids to Lincoln Titus. If 
you were a parent which would you want 
for your kids school next to 5 houses or 
next to Cortlandt Pitch? The campus of 
Lincoln Titus is rural and woodsy. It will 
not benefit from a corregated steel struc-
ture over two stories in height and larger 
than a soccer field

The proposed two lane access road will 
be a very short distance from a dangerous 
misalinged intersection that we who live 

in Crompond must use every day. I have 
personally witnessed 4 accidents in the 
last year at that intersection. A few years 
ago a student from Walter Panas racing to 
beat the light almost took my life there.

This sports facility idea is a sound one 
but not where it is proposed. There are 
/several vacant flat commercial proper-
ties in Cortlandt. As the lead agency in 
this proposal the zoning change will be 
made by you. Please don’t down zone my 
neighborhood. Please don’t create a more 
dangerous traffic intersection

Respectfully yours,
PauL BuckhouT

Letters to the Editor
Land in Crompond Should Not be Rezoned for Sports Facility

renter’s insurance or life insurance and Al-
bert lost belongings that meant the most 
to him, including his cat, video games and 
World Wrestling Entertainment toys.

“Due to his special needs, stability is 
extremely important. He does not fully 
comprehend the situation, but it is clear-
ly starting to affect him,” Sullivan stated. 
“Donations will go straight to my father, 
and any money left from the donations 

received, will be placed in an account 
dedicated to Albert’s future care.”

The family is also looking for an af-
fordable one or two-bedroom apartment 
in the northern Westchester area, prefer-
ably near a train station.

As of Sunday, $5,260 has been pledged 
by 86 people. The goal is $10,000. To 
make a donation, visit https://www.go-
fundme.com/albertsullivan.

elizabeth Birmingham; Albert and kevin Sullivan

Fund Created to Help Family 
Continued from page 8



January 31 - February 6,  2017 The Northern Westchester Examiner10         

By David Propper
Richard O’Keefe, a retired Town of Car-

mel police officer and former town council-
man arrested on charges related to the fatal 
crash of a Mahopac woman, is expected to 
take a plea deal in the case, Putnam County 
District Attorney Bob Tendy confirmed Fri-
day afternoon.

O’Keefe, a Mahopac resident, was arrest-
ed on felony charges of aggravated vehicu-
lar homicide and second degree vehicular 
manslaughter, and a misdemeanor count of 
driving while intoxicated more than a year 
ago. Tendy said while the papers of the plea 
bargain have yet to be finalized, the Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office and defense team for 
O’Keefe have reached an agreement. 

Tendy said O’Keefe surrendered himself 
to police last week and is currently incarcer-
ated in Putnam County Correctional Facil-
ity. 

“Right now, although we have an agree-
ment and I’m legally sure it’s going to go 
through, I don’t have the actual signed pa-
perwork yet and he has yet taken a plea, but 
I do expect that to occur within the next few 
weeks,” Tendy said.

O’Keefe, 58, was accused of driving 
drunk along Route 6 heading north when 
his vehicle struck a Jeep Patriot, operated by 

Anna Estrada of Carmel, who exited a park-
ing lot to make a left-hand turn onto Route 
6 south and failed to yield the right-of-away 
to O’Keefe, according to New York State Po-
lice, which conducted the investigation. The 
incident took place in November 2015. 

O’Keefe’s vehicle hit the Jeep on the 
driver’s side, causing it to overturn. Frances 
Gherlarducci of Mahopac was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The driver and other pas-
sengers in the car were injured. Gherlar-
ducci was a teaching assistant in the Somers 
School District. 

Tendy said because the plea isn’t approved 
and signed off on, he couldn’t disclose the 

terms of the agreement, but did note the 
family of the deceased did approve of the 
deal. All paperwork should be finalized 
once the two sides return to court, which is 
not scheduled yet, Tendy said.

O’Keefe is the brother of Carmel 
Councilwoman Suzi McDonough and 
former brother-in-law of Supervisor 
Kenny Schmitt. Besides serving as a 
Carmel police officer and councilman, 
O’Keefe is a former Mahopac Board of 
Education member. 

As for why O’Keefe is currently back in 
jail after being out on bail, Tendy said it was 
part of the agreement between the two sides. 

Cop Reaches Plea Bargain in Fatal Crash of Somers Teacher

State Police
State Police from Cortlandt are seek-

ing the public’s assistance to help iden-
tify two subjects wanted for questioning. 
On September 26, 2016, members of the 
New York State Police in Cortlandt were 
dispatched to the GameStop, located in 
the Cortlandt Town Center in Mohegan 
Lake, for a fraud complaint. The store 
manager reported that on September 24, 
two subjects entered the store and con-
ducted two separate transactions. The 
subjects, who were captured on surveil-
lance, paid for the merchandise using 

seven counterfeit $100 bills. Anyone 
with information regarding this inves-
tigation is asked to contact Investigator 
Peter Ciacci at (914) 788-8044 or at Pe-
ter.Ciacci@troopers.ny.gov. Refer to case 
number 7158367.

January 18
State Police in Montgomery charged 

Alexandria Clarke, 18, of Cortlandt, with 
criminal possession of a forged instru-
ment in the second degree, a Class D 
felony, and attempted grand larceny in 
the fourth degree, a Class E felony, after 

being called to a local bank in the Mont-
gomery region where Clarke was alleg-
edly passing a fictitious check that was 
purported to be a payroll check from a 
hospital in Dutchess County. The check 
exceeded $1,000. Clarke was arraigned 
in Village of Walden Court and was re-
manded to Orange County Jail in lieu of 
$7,500 cash or $15,000 bond.

Yorktown Police
January 24 - 5:10 p.m. – Palmina Her-

nandez, 52, of Mount Kisco, was charged 
with grand larceny in the fourth degree, 

a Class E felony, regarding a past larceny 
of a wallet containing cash and credit 
cards at the Winery at Saint George in 
Mohegan Lake in November.

January 25 - 10:58 p.m. – Sileny 
Betances, 29, of Richmond Hill, NY, was 
charged with driving with a suspended 
driver’s license and an unregistered, 
uninspected and uninsured vehicle af-
ter being stopped for having no front 
headlights in the area of Route 6 and the 
Taconic State Parkway. She was released 
on $250 cash bail.

Police Blotter
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

RESIDENCES

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, 
set on 55-acres with captivating views 
of a shimmering lake and protected 
woodlands. Choose from luxurious 1, 2 
or 3 bedroom homes with large master 
suites, hardwood floors, generous closets 
and more. Swim. Workout. Entertain. 
Relax. You can get used to this. 

3

By Neal Rentz
Scarsdale resident Jeffrey Cohen 

opened his Pet Supplies Plus franchise 
in Yorktown in early January and has 
owned several businesses in the past. But 
this is his first pet store.

“People spend money on pets. People 
love pets like their family,” Cohen 
said last week. “I think it’s a very good 
business and it’s a terrific company. So I 
wanted to be part of their team.” 

Cohen’s new business is located in 
what was a portion of a Staples store. 
“I’ve been working on this for two-and-
a-half years,” he said. “I like Yorktown 
and I like the BJ’s shopping center.”

“We wanted to take care of the 
people in the neighborhood,” Cohen 
said. It took nine weeks to renovate his 
new store, said Cohen, who runs the 
business in conjunction with his wife, 
Madelyn. 

Cohen said most of his customers 
live in Yorktown, Cortlandt, Peekskill 
and Somers. He noted Pet Supplies Plus 
consists of 370 franchises located in 27 
states.

Pet Supplies Plus has “that local 
neighborhood feel” with personal 

attention for its customers, Shawn 
Blessinger, a Long Island resident who is 
a Pet Supplies Plus district team leader, 
said. 

Blessinger said the new store will 
support pet-related causes in the area, 
including dog parks and holding pet 
adoption events.

Pet Supplies Plus offers products to 

owners of dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, 
fish, and even sells chicken feed, Cohen 
noted. Some of the items offered include 
pet food (including healthy treats), 
medical supplies, and toys, fish and fish 
tanks, birds, mice, rats, gerbils, and even 
tarantellas. “We have stuff that you can’t 
find every place,” he said. 

 “It’s a one-stop shop,” Blessinger said. 

The Plus in the name of the stores refers 
to the “one-on-one service” and positive 
experiences provided to its customers, he 
said. 

Cohen said his store offers holistic 
and natural pet food including Redford 
Naturals, dog food, which is only sold in 
Pet Supplies Plus stores. “It’s a premium 
food, but it’s cheaper than the ones you 
see advertised on TV,” he said. “It’s for 
the health and maintenance of a dog.” 
The better quality offered by Redford 
Naturals lengthens the lives of dogs, he 
said.

Blessinger said Pet Supplies Plus stores 
encourage pets to come and walk around 
with their owners. “It’s like brining a kid 
to Toys “R” Us and that’s what makes us 
so unique,” he said.

Another feature of Pet Supplies Plus is 
its dog wash facilities. “You bring your 
own pet. We give you towel and soap,” 
Cohen said. “You get to leave your mess 
here.”

pet supplies plus is located at 3333 
crompond rd. (route 202). in Yorktown. 
For more information, call 914-930-8585 
or 917-939-9959 or send an e-mail to 
madjef@pspfranchise.com.

Pet supplies Plus
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

NeAL ReNtz PHOtO
A Pet Supplies Plus franchise opened recently on Route 202 in Yorktown. (L-R:) Pet Supplies Plus district 
team leader Shawn Blessinger, Yorktown franchise owner Jeffrey Cohen, and his wife, Madelyn.
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The Ossining Board of Education re-
cently adopted a resolution opposing the 
appointment of Betsy DeVos as President 
Donald Trump’s secretary of education.

The school board is urging a “no” vote 
on the grounds that DeVos supports 
school vouchers, has pushed for “un-
limited, unregulated growth of for-profit 
charter schools” in her home state of 
Michigan, and “has no meaningful expe-
rience in education other than her work 
on behalf of corporate charters and the 
voucher movement.”

The board sent the resolution to New 
York’s U.S. senators, Chuck Schumer 
and Kirsten Gillibrand, both Democrats. 
Schumer and Gillibrand have stated that 
they plan to vote again the nomination. 
The Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor & Pensions was scheduled 
to vote on DeVos’ nomination today 
(Tuesday). 

“We need to be sure that our next lead-
er is a true advocate of children and sup-
ports public education,” said Raymond 
Sanchez, superintendent of the Ossining 
School District.

DeVos is a billionaire philanthropist, 
chairwoman of an investment and fi-
nancial management firm, and major 
Republican Party donor in Michigan. 

“DeVos has been a staunch supporter of 
school vouchers, which divert taxpayer 
dollars away from public education and 
direct that public money to private and 
corporate charter schools,” according 
to the resolution, which school board 
members approved unanimously last 
month. “This undermines the American 
system of funding public education and 

the ability of public schools to provide a 
sound education for all students regard-
less of socioeconomic status.”

With school vouchers, taxpayers are 
financially supporting private and for-
profit institutions, according to the 
Board of Education. In many cases, the 
money supports religion-specific institu-
tions, which violates the American value 

of the separation of church and state, the 
resolution said.

The school board also contended that 
the “school choice” programs promoted 
by DeVos tend to increase racial and 
socioeconomic segregation. “School 
vouchers rarely cover full tuition in pri-
vate schools, shutting out lower-income 
students from any choice other than 
public schools that are forced to operate 
on budgets reduced by the cost of vouch-
ers for more advantaged populations,” 
the resolution stated.

Finally, school board members were 
critical of DeVos’ lack of experience in 
the education field. “She has no degree of 
any kind in education, has never worked 
in a school or District office, has never 
attended a public school herself and 
has never sent her children to public 
schools,” the resolution stated.

Ossining BOE Takes Stand in Opposing Nomination 

the Ossining Board of  education recently adopted a resolution opposing the appointment of  Betsy 
DeVos as President Donald trump’s secretary of  education.

The Ossining Board of Education re-
cently adopted a resolution opposing the 
appointment of Betsy DeVos as President 
Donald Trump’s secretary of education.

The school board is urging a “no” vote 
on the grounds that DeVos supports 
school vouchers, has pushed for “un-
limited, unregulated growth of for-profit 
charter schools” in her home state of 
Michigan, and “has no meaningful expe-
rience in education other than her work 
on behalf of corporate charters and the 
voucher movement.”

The board sent the resolution to New 
York’s U.S. senators, Chuck Schumer 
and Kirsten Gillibrand, both Democrats. 
Schumer and Gillibrand have stated that 
they plan to vote again the nomination. 
The Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor & Pensions was scheduled 
to vote on DeVos’ nomination today 
(Tuesday). 

“We need to be sure that our next lead-
er is a true advocate of children and sup-
ports public education,” said Raymond 
Sanchez, superintendent of the Ossining 
School District.

DeVos is a billionaire philanthropist, 
chairwoman of an investment and fi-
nancial management firm, and major 
Republican Party donor in Michigan. 
“DeVos has been a staunch supporter of 
school vouchers, which divert taxpayer 
dollars away from public education and 
direct that public money to private and 

corporate charter schools,” according 
to the resolution, which school board 
members approved unanimously last 
month. “This undermines the American 
system of funding public education and 
the ability of public schools to provide a 
sound education for all students regard-
less of socioeconomic status.”

With school vouchers, taxpayers are 
financially supporting private and for-
profit institutions, according to the 
Board of Education. In many cases, the 
money supports religion-specific institu-
tions, which violates the American value 
of the separation of church and state, the 
resolution said.

The school board also contended that 
the “school choice” programs promoted 
by DeVos tend to increase racial and 
socioeconomic segregation. “School 
vouchers rarely cover full tuition in pri-
vate schools, shutting out lower-income 
students from any choice other than 
public schools that are forced to operate 
on budgets reduced by the cost of vouch-
ers for more advantaged populations,” 
the resolution stated.

Finally, school board members were 
critical of DeVos’ lack of experience in 
the education field. “She has no degree of 
any kind in education, has never worked 
in a school or District office, has never 
attended a public school herself and 
has never sent her children to public 
schools,” the resolution stated.

Ossining High School Robotics Team Wins Third Place 

this was the first year Ossining High School students participated in the FiRSt tech Challenge.
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+ Check In Online
+ Walk-ins Welcome
+ In Network With Many 

Major Insurance Plans
+ Open 365 Days a Year
+ X-Ray and Lab On Site

Urgent Care That Puts You First

Yorktown Heights
28 Triangle Center

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Just off Highway 35 in the Triangle Shopping Center North

718.502.8763

Check-in now at GoHealthUC.com

“Everybody here works like their goal is to get you better! 
I was taken care of from the minute I walked in... 

Definitely recommend.”
     - A. C., Yelp Review for Northwell Health-

GoHealth UC Yorktown Heights
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Happy 
Valentine’s Day

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm
Tel. or Fax: 914-769-0771

BABY FAVORS

SHOWERS

VALENTINE’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

WEDDINGS

WEDDINGS

VALENTINE’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

RETRO-
CANDY

Chocolate Heart Boxes Filled with Chocolate Candy
Chocolate Roses, Pops, Novelties
Fill Your own Unique Packing
This is the Place for Custom Chocolates,
Chocolate Wafers and Supplies for all Chocolate Making! 

And, much, much more!

FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART
Chocolate Heart Boxes Filled with Chocolate Candy

FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEARTFINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEARTFINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day

Visit: VisionWorldofBedfordHills.com for more money saving offers

Vision World

TI
FF
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Y 
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E 
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RM
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TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARM
ANI • KATE SPADE • RAY-BAN • COACH • PRADA

• TIFFANY• BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

• TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

Kohl’s Shopping Plaza • Bedford Hills

914-666-3150

See store for details. 
Hurry, offer expires 3/31/17

Come in and let us
help you fi nd

the perfect gift
for all the

Valentines in
your life.

1811 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights NY • 914-962-9474

In the Heart of Yorktown
Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5:30 

Thurs Eves til 7

Come in and let us

You will fi nd a fabulous 
selection of jewelry in all 
price ranges, trendy gifts 

for young girls and tweens, 
as well as beautiful scarves, 
bags, home accessories and 

so much more!
Exciting new merchandise 

arrives daily!

All Teeth Cleaning 
1/2 Price!

NOW $3.00!
Call for Appt. Exp. 2/28/17

February is Dental 
Health Month

YORKTOWN P    T GROOMING, INC.

1903 Commerce Street  • Yorktown Heights, NY
914-962-4464

www.yorktownpetgrooming.com

Le Fontane
137 Route 100 • Katonah NY • 914-232-9619

www.lefontane.net

Valentine’s Day
Monday February 13th:

Open for Dinner •Prefi x Menu 
Valentine Special

$29.95
3 Courses Menu

Tuesday February 14th
Featuring Special Dinner

a la carte

Come enjoy a great dinner with your loved one!
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BIG GAME
SUNDAY
February 5

Falcons
Patriots

Devoted to keeping Yorktown's 
WACKY TRUE and PURE!

Serving 6 foot subs for your Big Game needs!
1804 Front Street • Yorktown Heights NY 10598

Phone: 914-243-4945

All passes and offers expire 2/28/17. Present pass at the front desk. Restrictions apply.

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

Follow us on 
Facebook

Follow us on 
Facebook

WC-104115H99 • PC-1817
H-12519-07-23-00 (Rockland County)

CATCH THE BALL
Don’t Catch a Cold!

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK

1761 Front Street • Yorktown Heights
914-243-4537

1761 Front Street • Yorktown Heights

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!

10 UV Sessions, 
Any Level – $99.99

With coupon, cannot be combined w/any other offer. Expires 2/28/17

A Great Deal!

Sole’ Tan

A Super Weekend, A Big Game &

Let Us Keep 
You Warm! 

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312
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Tuesday, Jan. 31
healthy happy hour:  Healthy Hap-

py Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community 
Acupuncture is being held from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The cost is $30. Come experi-
ence the beneficial effects of acupuncture 
in a group setting. Register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com On the last Tuesday of the 
month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Dis-
order Support Group, led by LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships 
with food. Info/register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com or www.hyinhealth.com.

Tree of Life: Arbor Vitae: Tree of Life, 
the tree paintings of Susan Stillman, will 
be on exhibit at the Anderson Chase Gal-
lery at Katonah Art Center through Feb. 
3. The Anderson Chase Gallery is located 
at the Katonah Arts Center, 65 Old Bed-
ford Rd., Goldens Bridge. For more in-
formation visit AndersonChaseGallery.
com or call 914 232-4843, and the Web 
sites of Susan Stillman: SusanStillman-
FineArt.com and for Home Portraits, 
SusanStillman.com.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – 
Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call Ter-
ri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 for more 
information. Classes are conducted at 4 
Nelson Ave., downstairs from the library.

senior Exercise: We offer the Workout 
M-W from 10-11 a.m. and Zumba Gold 
on Friday 11 a.m. to noon.  Free to all 
seniors in Peekskill.  Call Terri Dean to 
register at 914-734-4250 Ext. 5.

Pound Program: POUNDTM Fit-
ness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. The program is being provided 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy for more 
information at 914 960-4097. 

anime club: An Anime Club meets 
every Wednesday from 3:15 to 4:30 
p.m. at the Somers Library. Join us for a 
chance to watch anime from Crunchyroll 
with your friends. Info: 914 232 5717 or 
www.somerslibrary.org.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Torah studies: Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the To-
rah studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as 
well as tackling timeless questions in the 
Jewish tradition. The classes are open to 
all, whatever your level of learning may 
be. The fee for the full season is $36, 
which includes textbook. Each class is 
independent. For more information, to 
view the topics of the classes, or to regis-
ter call 914-962-1111.

Thursday, Feb. 2
religion classes: A class on Talmud 

and the Ethics of our Sages ae being held 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd.  Feel free to come - and to 
bring a friend - even if you cannot com-
mit to coming to class weekly. We always 
welcome new participants.  We meet (al-
most) every Thursday in the social hall 
on Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon.  No knowledge of Hebrew is ex-
pected, and no particular depth of Jewish 
knowledge is assumed.  Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

swim Lessons:  Swimming lessons are 
being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Cam-
pus Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are 
held on Thursdays and Saturdays. The 
session dates are Jan. 15 through March 
12; March 17 through May 14 and May 
19 through July 9. Info: 914-737-4909.

Teen advisory Group:  Help volunteer 
at the Somers Library. We are looking for 
middle and high school students who 
are interested in developing and imple-
menting teen programs/events, creating 
book displays, enhancing the library’s 
Web site, and anything else we can think 
of. All members will receive community 

service hours. The group will meet every 
other Wednesday from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. 
Register online at www.somerslibrary.
org or call 914-232-5717.

new retirement reality: Social Secu-
rity & The New Retirement Reality will 
be held from 7 to 8 p.m. at the John C. 
Hart Memorial Library, 1130 E. Main St., 
Shrub Oak. This free educational work-
shop will cover Social Security claim-
ing and solving their retirement income 
puzzle for single, married, divorced and 
widowed individuals. The program will 
be presented by Paul Petrone, CFP, CPA 
, who is a Social Security and retirement 
income specialist. Registration is re-
quired.  Call 914-245-5262 Ext. 227, ref-
erence desk or Register on line @ www.
jchart@wlsmail.org.

cancer support Group: A Breast and 
Ovarian Cancer Support Group meets 
on the first Thursday of the month, at 
10 a.m. in the Yorktown offices of Sup-
port Connection.  40 Triangle Center, 
Suite100, Yorktown.  Advance registra-
tion is required for all groups; call 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290. For a com-
plete calendar of groups at all locations, 
visit www.supportconnection.org

Friday, Feb. 3
coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our 
adult coloring book club at the Somers 
Library Meetings will be held in the con-
ference room every Friday from 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Relax, color, and socialize 
for free. Materials are provided or you 
may bring your own color pencils and 
coloring books. Registration is not re-
quired. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second-floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. 
Our modern Sabbath service has a spir-
itually engaging and warm feeling while 
following traditional modes. All are wel-
come to our friendly sacred space. Tem-
ple Beth Am is located at 203 Church Pl. 
Yorktown. For more information, please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at rabbiw@optonline.net   

Jewish center services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Friday night Sabbath services at 6:15 p.m. 
and Sabbath services on Saturdays will be 

held at 9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays, after 
the services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah por-
tion of the week.  Light refreshments are 
served and everyone is invited to join us 
as we share in the warmth, knowledge 
and friendship within our congregation. 
Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjewish-
center.org. 

Saturday, Feb. 4
Putnam Valley shabbat service:  

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition?   Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situated 
on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our inclu-
sive, community-lead services start at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturdays and are held in 
Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfort-
able atmosphere where participation is 
appreciated, and afterwards stay for our 
delicious Kiddush lunch. Services are 
free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services. 
140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For 
more information, visit or call (845) 528-
2305.

 Yorktown shabbat morning serv-
ices: Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old 
Yorktown Rd., holds services on Satur-
day mornings. They are easy-to-follow 
services with Hebrew/English prayer 
books, a friendly environment and no af-
filiation is necessary. Kiddush luncheon 
follows the services. Services begin at 10 
a.m. For more information visit www.
ChabadYorktown.com.

ossining Farmers market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is be-
ing held indoors through April 15 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 34 S. Highland Ave. Customers 
old and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 
breads, baked goods, and much more. 
For a full list of our markets and vendors, 
visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Torah study: Study Torah at Temple 
Beth Am will be held at 9 a.m. All are in-
vited to study Torah with our engaging 
Rabbi Robbie Weiner. Bagels and coffee 
are provided for all. No previous knowl-
edge is required and all backgrounds are 
welcome. Temple Beth Am is located at 
203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For informa-
tion please call our Rabbi at 962-7500 or 
e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.net.

Teen Parent Talk: Is Your Child Aca-
demically Inconsistent? Is the topic that 
will be addressed at noon at the Somers 
Library. The snow date is Feb. 11 at noon. 
This discussion will focus on what to do 
when kids are not doing their homework 
and begin to underperform in school. 
Specific discussion topics include: home-
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work patterns, teens’ perception versus 
reality, overcoming the parental “de-
nial” cycle, the homework conversation 
dynamic, test prep versus homework, 
and improving your home’s academic 
environment. Registration is required! 
The speaker is Neal Schwartz . Space is 
limited. Register at www.collegeplannin-
gofwestchester.com. 

Teen Parent Talk:  Is Your Child 
Academically Inconsistent? Saturday, 
February 4 at noon. (Snow Date—2/11 
@ noon) - This discussion will focus 
on what to do when kids are not doing 
their homework and begin to under-
perform in school. Specific discussion 
topics include: Homework patterns, 
Teens’ perception vs. reality, overcoming 
the parental “denial” cycle, the home-
work conversation dynamic, test prep vs. 
homework, and improving your home’s 
academic environment. Registration is 
required! Speaker: Neal Schwartz www.
collegeplanningofwestchester.com. 
Space is limited, please register.

muscoot Farm Program: A series of 
programs will be held over the next few 
days at Muscoot Farm, located on Route 
100 in Somers. A Muscoot Hike will be 
held on Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Ever want to see more of Muscoot Farm? 
Join an intermediate hike out back. Meet 

at the reception center. The program is 
intended for those age eight and older.  
Tappn’ the Trees will be held on Feb. 5 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Sugaring season is here 
again. Come to the farm and learn the 
procedures for tapping the maple trees. 
A bird walk will be held on Feb. 6 from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m.  Bring binoculars and 
join naturalist Anne Swaim for a walk 
focusing on the birds that call Muscoot 
home. Meet in the parking lot. Info: 914-
864-7282 or  parks.westchestergov.com.. 

Yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free program Yoga: A Path 
toward Wellness will be held every Satur-
day in February from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
at Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. The pro-
gram is open to people living with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancers. To 
learn more or to pre-register, which is re-
quired, call Support Connection at 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Sunday, Feb. 5
Origami For Grownups: “Origami for 

Grownups 101” will be held today at 
Symphony Knoll, 15 Mt Airy Rd So, Cro-
ton. In Japanese culture simple folds are 
used to make beautiful creations. If you 
plan to attend, sent an e-mail to ucmee.
arai@ask-network.com.

healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 

on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010.

Monday, Feb. 6
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Fitness Classes: Mainstream, The In-
stitute for Mature Adults at Westchester 
Community College is hold Stay Strong 
and Fir (fall prevention) will hold Chair 
Yoga classes on Mondays through Aug. 
29 from 11 a.m. to noon at the Peekskill 
Senior Center, 4 Nelson Ave. 

art class:  A Multi-Media Art Class 
will be held today at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Somers Library. It will also meet on 
Mondays 2/13, and 2/27. This class is all 
about your choices...if you want to paint 
in acrylics or work with watercolor pen-
cils or watercolors, put them in your bag 
& let’s have fun. The $25 fee is payable to 
the instructor, Judika Lieberman, on the 
first day of class. Call for the supply list. 
Register online at www.somerslibrary.

org or call 914-232-5717.
Painting in acrylics.  he Somers Li-

brary will host the painting in acrylics 
program on Mondays 3/6, 3/20, 3/27, 
4/10, 4/24 at 10:30 a.m. The program 
allows attendees of any skill level to cre-
ate beautiful paintings. Participants will 
learn painting techniques and strokes 
from our instructor and experienced art-
ist Judika Lieberman. The $25 fee is pay-
able to the instructor on the first day of 
class. Call for supply list. Register online 
at www.somerslibrary.org or call 914-
232-5717.

Free Jazz sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St. 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Free square dancing: Friendly 
Squares Dance Club announces two free 
square dancing fun nights on Mondays, 
Feb. 6 and 13 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
Katonah Methodist Church Parish Hall, 
44 Edgemont Rd. Square dancing is a 
lot of fun and great exercise for both the 
body and mind. It is an enjoyable activ-
ity for all ages and also an opportunity to 
meet new people and make new friends. 
This event is open to singles, couples and 
families. The attire is casual and no ex-
perience is necessary. For more informa-
tion, contact Tee at 914-433-2919.
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By Anna Young
As medical technology continues to 

advance, Phelps Hospital’s SurgiCenter 
in Sleepy Hollow has acquired the latest 
and most advanced robotic surgical sys-
tem for minimally invasive procedures. 

Dr. Darren Rohan, a veteran thoracic 
surgeon specializing in minimally inva-
sive surgery, has conducted about 500 
robotic-assisted procedures within the 
last five years. 

Acting as Westchester’s regional direc-
tor of the Northwell Health Physician 
Partners thoracic surgery program, Ro-
han will lead the robotic-assisted sur-
gery team using the da Vinci Xi Surgical 
System when the hospital begins using 
the device for the first time for surgeries 
within the next two weeks. 

“This means less invasive surgery and 
faster patient recovery and less pain and 
the ability to do more precise work in 
tight places,” said Dr. Richard Peress, the 
hospital’s director of surgery.

The da Vince Xi Surgical System will 
be used for thoracic, gynecological, uro-
logical, cardiac and general surgical pro-
cedures.

Peress said a surgeon’s hand, regardless 
of how steady, is too big and the move-

ments too great to be as precise as pos-
sible. That’s where the robotic surgical 
system is an advantage. 

During robotic-assisted surgery, the 
surgeon sits at a console and uses hand 
controls to maneuver robotic arms while 
looking at images inside a patient’s body 
that are displayed on a high-definition 
3-D screen. 

Operating like a remote-control video 
game, the surgeon uses the controls, us-
ing the precise movements of the tiny 

instruments attached to the robotic arms 
instead of a hand.

The instruments have joints that can 
bend in multiple directions offering 
greater range in motion with the abil-
ity to cut, cauterize, grasp, sew stitches 
and tie knots. It is also equipped with a 
more compact endoscope that provides 
improved vision and clarity of the surgi-
cal site. 

The robotic arms result in less bleed-
ing for the patient, faster recovery, small-

er scars and less chance of damage to im-
portant nerves. 

“Minimally invasive surgery before 
the robot was limited; with the robot, it’s 
like miniaturizing your hands and hav-
ing them in the body doing what you 
want it to do,” said Rohan, currently the 
only Phelps surgeon who has completed 
training with the da Vinci system. “Be-
cause (the robotic arms) have several de-
grees of freedom, more than your hand 
would have, I feel like my hands are in 
the body, but I’m sitting next to the pa-
tient controlling the robot, so it really is 
an advance.”

The system cost about $2 million, but 
Peress said Phelps will continue to push 
the frontier in medicine and surgery 
while it’s up to the public and policy 
makers to decide on cost versus its ulti-
mate value.

“It’s a partnership that is fostered by 
the financial commitment of the health 
system that we’re able to stay at the fore-
front of what can be offered in medicine 
attracting the best doctors to work with 
that technology and provide the highest 
level of service,” Peress said. “Because at 
the end, it’s not the robot that takes care 
of you, it’s the man behind the robot.”

Phelps Hospital Ready to Begin Robotic-Assisted Surgeries

Dr. Richard Peress and Dr. Darren Rohan last week provided a demonstration with Phelps Hospital’s 
new da Vinci Xi surgical system.
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER
SAT • FEB 18 thru MON • FEB 20

WHITE PLAINS
DAILY SHOWTIMES: 10:00am • 2:00pm • 6:00pm

ALL SEATS RESERVED:  PREMIUM $35 • REGULAR $27
BOX OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 
10am - 5pm

914-995-4050
Cash or Credit

Box office closed 
Saturday – Monday
Except for ticketed 

events held that day.

AMERICA’S 

FAVORITE

CIRCUS

IT’S A
FAMILYTRADITION!

OUTLETS
800-745-3000

TICKETMASTER.COM

OR AT ALL

I enjoy penning this column each 
week. For 486 weeks over more than nine 
years, I’ve covered multiple topics focus-
ing on a plethora of wine industry go-
ings-on. I’ve never been at a loss to ferret 
out a kernel of information or news that I 
can nurture and expand into an 
expansive view or viewpoint for 
a column.

But over the last year or so, 
I’ve had an increasingly diffi-
cult time identifying fact from 
opinion, or fiction, in the goog-
lesphere of journalism and col-
loquial ramblings. 

As a result, I now find myself 
plodding through every source 
of information I consider when 
penning a column, checking 
and double-checking, until I am 
confident the information is reliable and 
accurate.

Last week I reported on the plight of 
American workers in the aftermath of 
the Great Recession and the dawn of the 
new Industrial Revolution. I reported 
that workers in small American winer-
ies have been somewhat immune due to 
their ability to continuously adapt and 
weather numerous storms.

An important, even critical, compo-
nent of the success of the American wine 
industry, and the agricultural industry in 

general, that I deferred presenting, is the 
contribution of migrant labor.

The wine industry has perennially had 
difficulties in finding workers. In the 
mid-1800s, such shortages forced farm-
ers, large and small, to legally bring into 

the United States thousands of 
seasonal workers, mainly from 
Mexico, who returned to their 
homeland once crops were har-
vested. Over the last 50 years, 
the need for seasonal, and in-
creasingly, permanent labor, has 
increased significantly. Many 
employers hired these workers, 
even though, increasingly, many 
illegally entered the United 
States. 

What to do? President Trump 
pledged to stop illegals and he 

has begun the process. But there are 
likely repercussions if he carries out his 
campaign promise. 

Whether legal or illegal/undocument-
ed, the contributions of these workers are 
vital to the success of the wine industry, 
and by extension, the agriculture indus-
try.

The statistics:
There are 11 million undocumented 

immigrants in the United States, of which 
5.8 million (52 percent) are Mexican 
(down from 12 million in 2009). Source: 

Department of Homeland Security.
The highest percentage, about 16 per-

cent, of all undocumented immigrants 
work in the agriculture industry. Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Without undocumented immigrants 
in the workforce, fruit production would 
decline by 30 to 61 percent. Source: 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

One of the key issues is finding and 
recruiting replacement farm workers. 
However, there aren’t as many will-
ing, callous-handed American laborers 
willing to take on farm labor. Here’s an 
example of this dilemma. In 2011, the 
North Carolina Growers Association 
had 6,500 farm jobs available, all of them 
in or next to counties with unemploy-
ment rates greater than 10 percent. Only 
268 of the roughly 500,000 unemployed 
applied. Fully 90 percent of them were 
hired, but only 163 showed up to work 
on the first day, and only seven workers 
completed the growing season. Source: 
Joint report of the Partnership for a New 
American Economy and the Center for 
Global Development.

Another counterargument is that au-
tomation can cure a good deal of the 
potential problem. However, many small 
farmers and wine producers are not able 
to afford the high cost of mechanical har-
vesters. They also eschew the reduced ef-

ficiency of mechanized equipment. 
One possible compromise: rather than 

deport illegal immigrants, find a way to 
keep the law-abiding men and women 
working, who provide a vital service to 
our country. Process them into the econ-
omy as seasonal or full-time workers 
with H-2A visas (as migrant workers), 
and then provide a lawful, and moni-
tored, path to citizenship.

As we’re finding out with each pass-
ing day, initial comments and proclama-
tions from the president are not the final 
word on matters of policy. What remains 
to be seen is the final enacted legislation 
that will rule the land. Fulfilling a cam-
paign promise from the Oval Office (or 
Air Force One) is one thing; effectuating 
reasonable change through the constitu-
tional process may be a more effective 
solution.

nick Antonaccio is a 40-year pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. nick is a member of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine writers. he also of-
fers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behav-
ior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on twitter @
sharingwine.

The Impact of Immigrant Workers in the Wine, Agriculture Industries

By Nick Antonaccio
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We Warm Cold Hearts
-And All Your Other “Heating” Parts!
Generators, complete high-effi ciency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Call Sclafani

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

It was puzzling to us why my wife’s rel-
atively new car, safely housed in the ga-
rage, wouldn’t start one morning. But it 
was absolutely shocking to learn that the 
reason behind it was that it had been in-
vaded by a family of mice who had taken 
up residence in its motor as the 
winter cold approached and had 
eaten away some wiring critical 
to its operation.

That wasn’t the only time that 
mice had interfered with our 
daily lives. Some winters later 
we experienced burst pipes in 
our crawl space because mice 
had eaten away the insulation 
around them. And, some years 
later, the entire pump and heater 
to our pool had to be replaced 
after mice had spent a winter 
eating their way through their 
mechanisms.

All of us at some time experience prob-
lems with mice and, it’s funny, but it’s al-
most embarrassing for us to admit it, as 
witnessed by a working associate of mine 
who shared with me the most alarming 
(and ultimately expensive) story of her 
own experience this winter with mice in 
her home. When I asked if I could share 
it with my readers, she asked me not to 
use her real name!

So, let’s call her Amy, who lives by a 

lake in upper Westchester. She said, “I’ve 
been used to hearing mice under my 
floor when winter sets in, but this time 
around, I heard something completely 
different. It was a loud, gnawing, crunch-
ing coming from under my kitchen sink.”

Amy said she purchased poi-
son pellets from Home Depot, 
scrubbed the whole cabinet 
beneath her sink (“the yucky-
ist of kitchen jobs!”), found her 
whisk broom in shreds (“this 
is mice?”) put out the pellets 
and waited. “But the nighttime 
gnawing kept on,” she said. “It 
was like someone was rubbing 
two pieces of rusted metal to-
gether.”

Next, Amy reported that 
something went terribly wrong 
with her dishwasher, wrong in 

terms of water pouring out from under 
her sink while it was in the rinse cycle. 
She just didn’t put two and two together. 
She called a plumber to fix or replace 
what she thought was the water line 
to the dishwasher. When the plumber 
pulled the dishwasher apart, there, in the 
water well at the bottom, was a hole the 
size of a baseball chewed out, with the 
rat’s signature teeth marks.

“This is war!” Amy declared. She called 
J P McHale, the trusty local pest manage-

ment company. They came and put down 
the big black boxes and snap traps. A 
week later, there were a few dead rats in 
her basement. “Their advice to me was 
to take down my bird feeders which they 
said was attracting rodents which were 
then coming inside my house via the 
basement and coming up under my sink. 
And in the process, they ate through my 
sheetrock and pulled out a good portion 
of insulation in the basement!”  

McHale next installed copper mesh and 
steel wool in all entry points of her house, 
along with a foam sealant. For Amy, the 
next step, unfortunately, must be to buy a 
new dishwasher, one with a stainless steel 
bottom and inner components.

Mice are one of the more common 
pests to be found in the home, not be-
cause we don’t keep a clean house, but 
simply because our homes offer warmth, 
food and shelter, and they have found a 
way to get in.  

Entries are any holes on a home’s ex-
terior, such as those caused by air con-
ditioning and electrical wiring leading 
to the house. Also, mice are good climb-
ers and if branches of trees overhang the 
roof, they provide easy access to the attic.   

Once inside, mice can create a good 
deal of damage in a short period of time. 
Their gnawing might start innocently 
enough with soft items like clothing and 

stuffed animals as they search for nesting 
materials, but can lead to the most dan-
gerous kind of damage by chewing on 
the home’s electrical wiring which can 
create a major fire hazard.

If you decide to tackle the mice prob-
lem yourself, I would implore you to 
use wooden snap traps, baited with pea-
nut butter or Slim Jims, rather than rat 
poison. I say this because of a sad story 
related to me by a young, very sensitive 
pest control fellow I met years ago who 
said that snap traps are the most humane 
way to go for the animal. “Poison causes 
the most agonizing kind of death for the 
mice,” he said poignantly, causing me to 
get a lump in my throat.

If you choose to use a service, I would 
refer you to JP McHale whom I have used 
for many years, for everything from ter-
mites to bee nests in my walls (which was 
no fun!). If you’re being invaded by pests 
of any variety, JP McHale Pest Manage-
ment can be reached at 800-479-2284.

 Bill primavera is a realtor® associ-
ated with William raveis real Estate and 
Founder of primavera public relations, 
inc. (www.primaverapr.com). his real 
estate site is www.primaverarealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.ThehomeGuru.
com. to engage the services of The home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

The Problem with Mice (and Drats, Rats!) in the Home

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru



January 31 - February 6,  2017 The Northern Westchester Examiner20       

across
1. “Be quiet!”
4. Like poker faces
9. Try to gain the support of 
someone
10. Echo
12. Any doctrine
13. Some oil barons
14. Mahopac spirit shop, 
_____ Cellars
16. Draped Hindu dresses
17. Backstabber
20. Rifle or revolver
21. Downed a sub, say
22. ...and in the ___...
23. Lincolndale tavern, _____ 
Pub
26. Go-between
28. Sweeping
31. Active struggle
32. Olive stuffer
33. First thing an Indiana 
cheerleader calls for
34. Sharp-snouted fish
35. Assent

doWn
1. Reuben layer
2. “Die Hard” extra
3. Big hit
4. Observed
5. ABC and CBS, for example
6. Tree
7. Utmost degree
8. “Indeed”
10. Buried treasure site, often
11. Referring to one nearby
15. Someone who gives
18. Eroded
19. Rock formation, to 
geologists
23. Delta deposit
24. Where to get a Nobel Prize
25. Its flag has two green stars
27. Lots
28. Special __ (military 
missions)
29. Airline ticket word, 
sometimes
30. Walking only bird

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33

34 35

Across

1. "Be quiet!"

4. Like poker faces

9. Try to gain the support of someone

10. Echo

12. Any doctrine

13. Some oil barons

14. Mahopac spirit shop, _____ Cellars

16. Draped Hindu dresses

17. Backstabber

20. Rifle or revolver

21. Downed a sub, say

22. ...and in the ___...

23. Lincolndale tavern, _____ Pub

26. Go-between

28. Sweeping

31. Active struggle

32. Olive stuffer

33. First thing an Indiana cheerleader calls for

34. Sharp-snouted fish

35. Assent

Down

1. Reuben layer

2. "Die Hard" extra

3. Big hit

4. Observed

5. ABC and CBS, for example

6. Tree

7. Utmost degree

8. "Indeed"

10. Buried treasure site, often

11. Referring to one nearby

15. Someone who gives

18. Eroded

19. Rock formation, to geologists

23. Delta deposit

24. Where to get a Nobel Prize

25. Its flag has two green stars

27. Lots

28. Special __ (military missions)

29. Airline ticket word, sometimes

30. Walking only bird

Crossword
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 013117

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veterans 
discount on all Energy Star windows.  
Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ Member. 
Lifetime warranty on all windows. Ron 
1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the year 
2017 Tentative Assessment Roll will be 
filed on February 1, 2017 with the Vil-
lage Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York, where it may be seen 
and examined by any person at all times 
during business hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  
The Board of Trustees and the Assessor 
will meet for the purpose of completing 
such assessment roll and of hearing and 
determining grievances in relations there-
to by any person(s) conceiving himself 
aggrieved thereby on Tuesday February 
21, 2017 between the hours of 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm, at the Clinton Street Senior 
Center, 1A Clinton Street, Pleasantville, 
New York.  The last filing date is Feb-
ruary 21, 2017. Village of Pleasantvil-
lePleasantville, New York 10570, Judith 
Weintraub Village Clerk

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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CUSTOM CABINETRY
FURNITURE REPAIR

914-557-6703
ArlingtonWoodworking.com

Ralph@ArlingtonWoodworking.com

54 Pond View Court
Ossining, NY 10562

ARLINGTON 
W O O D W O R K I N G

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Vito is a playful & 
happy Chihuahua/

Poodle mix. 

By Martin Wilbur
Pleasantville joined the swelling num-

bers of communities across the nation 
Sunday afternoon that protested Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s executive order 
to restrict travel by refugees and immi-
grants from seven predominantly Mus-
lim countries.

Carrying signs and chanting slogans 
such as “No hate, no fear, refugees are 
welcome here,” close to 300 local resi-
dents met at the Memorial Plaza gazebo 
and circled downtown several times be-
fore singing “We Shall Overcome.” 

They pledged to step up pressure and 
force elected officials at all levels of govern-
ment to denounce Trump’s executive order 
and vowed to continue communicating 
their outrage until the order is rescinded. 

“This is not what the country is about 
and we feel it’s really important to make 
our voices heard,” said Amanda Dundas, 
a village resident and a member of the 
recently formed group Indivisible Pleas-
antville, which organized the demon-
stration over the weekend through social 
media. “We’re a nation of immigrants 
and this is not something we find accept-
able.”

The Pleasantville protest was sched-
uled after demonstrations were held at 
airports throughout the United States 
on Saturday. More demonstrations were 

held in towns and cities nationwide on 
Sunday. Dozens of travelers from the 
seven countries –Syria, Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan and Yemen – have been 
detained, many of whom held valid visas 
or green cards. 

A large number of protestors on Sun-
day brought their children to walk with 
them. Passing cars honked horns in soli-
darity.

Victoria Neilson, a Pleasantville resi-
dent and an immigration attorney with 
the Immigrant Justice Corps who was 
at JFK Airport early Sunday morn-
ing, said the notion that refugees from 
mostly Muslim countries are dangerous 
is “made up” and is nothing but “hate 
against Muslim people.” 

The vetting process for the typical ref-
ugee takes about two years and has been 
effective, she said.

“There’s no one more grateful to be an 
American than someone who has fled 
violence somewhere else, and so I can’t 
think of a more core value for our gov-
ernment to attack than being a beacon of 
hope for people fleeing from around the 
world,” said Neilson, who added that the 
scene at the airport was marked by con-
fusion; one woman who was detained for 
29 hours. “I can’t help think of something 
more upsetting for this administration to 

do.”
Many of the demonstrators remarked 

how they were appalled at the religious 
test that is apparently part of Trump’s 
executive order. Evan Kingsley and his 
wife, Dara Meyers-Kingsley, said each of 
their families escaped Nazi Germany and 
found refuge in the United States.

“I’m particularly incensed by what 
happened this past weekend and it’s an 
issue that hits home for me because my 
own father and grandparents, just as my 
wife’s mother and grandparents, were 
refugees from Germany in the late 1930s 
and if it were not for the welcome of 
America, I wouldn’t be here today, nor 
would my family,” Kingsley said.

Marty Schwimmer, another Pleas-
antville resident, said he understands 
those who want to protect the country 
from terrorists. On Sept. 11, 2001, he 
lived in downtown Manhattan and saw 
firsthand the death and destruction on 
9/11. However, for the United States to 
target specific groups of people is inex-
cusable and will ultimately fail, he said.

“I’m as concerned about security as 
anyone else,” Schwimmer said. “I think 
that if we’re going to do extreme vetting, 
let’s do extreme vetting of people who 
own assault rifles. Let’s do that first. Ter-
rorism is a real situation, we must do it 

correctly, and I’m in favor of careful vet-
ting, effective vetting. Extreme vetting is 
a sort of branding and sells hatred.”

Indivisible Pleasantville co-founder 
Nicole Asquith said the organization was 
formed the day after Election Day, when 
she and several friends were concerned 
about the direction of the country. While 
they were initially uncertain about the 
direction of the group, they have decided 
to address local issues and also weigh in 
on larger issues as they occur.

Asquith said the response from the 
grassroots group during the past week 
has surprised her.

“But clearly people feel very strongly 
about this situation,” she said.

Pleasantville Joins Protests Against Trump’s Order on Travel 



January 31  - February 6, 2017 www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     

                                     
               

 
 

      
  

  January 31 -February 6, 2017                                                                                                        SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                     SPORTS SECTION

Somers junior guard Jackie Penzo drives 
the lane on Lakeland’s Krista Verrino in the 
Tuskers’ 61-30 victory over the visiting Hornets 
last Wednesday. State-ranked (No.16) Somers 
followed up that effort with a win over John Jay 
Friday to secure the League II-C title... see Girls’ 
Hoops Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Fine Point 
Penzo!
Somers 
Scripts A 
Winner, Beats 
Lakeland, 
Earns League 
Title



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

LAKELAND is starting to come around 
under veteran Coach Steve Fallo, who has 
the pleasure of coaching both his sons, 
Tim and Regan, together on the Lakeland 
hardwood.

“Coaching Tim and Regan obviously is 
very special,” Coach Fallo said. “I feel very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to coach 
them here at Lakeland.”

Fallo, who ages gracefully despite 
coaching three varsity sports in an era 
that regularly purges coaches, has the 
Hornets competing at a high level night in 
and night out despite the sub-par record 
(6-9), which has seen an uptick in recent 
days, including a 63-53 win over Somers 
last Wednesday and a 45-35 win over rival 
Walter Panas in the annual Giglio Games.

“That was a good league win,” Fallo 
said of Somers. “We are competing every 
night. Early on, we struggled playing 32 
minutes at both ends of the floor but lately 
we have been. With this team, it’s not the 
lack of effort, it’s our lack of execution at 
the offensive end. Our transition scoring 
has improved and we are still working 

on improving our half-court offense. 
Somers was a good example of have 
having plenty of opportunities to score 

in the second period 
and we missed so many 
easy baskets around 
the rim. That has been 
our problem all year, 
finishing around the rim 
and not knocking down 
jump shots at crucial 
parts of the game. But 
we came out in the third 
quarter and made our 
first five or six layups 
and took control of the 
game. Our league is very 
competitive and on any 
given night anybody can 
beat anybody.”

The Hornets got big 
games from Griffin 
Shiland (13 points), 
Mike Capozzi (11 
points, 4-4 free throws, 
5 rebounds), Tim Fallo 
(10 points, 5 assists, 5 
boards) and John Mule' 
(10 points), but what 
didn’t show up so much 
in the box score was the 
defensive efforts of Matt 
Tuite. The 6’3” F was a 
menacing presence in 
the paint.

With four wins in the last six, the 
Hornets are currently the 21st seed, right 
behind No.20 PANAS (6-10), which has 
slipped into a free fall of late, losing four 
straight.

SOMERS, though undermanned the 
last several games without the services of 
two bigs (Jack Gilroy and Nick Gargiulo), 
has fallen on hard times with some head-
scratching play. Coach Chris DiCintio’s 
Tuskers (8-8) have dropped five of the 
last six after losing to Lakeland and losing 
to John Jay CR last week. The Tuskers 
have also dropped to 4-2 in League I-C 
and need to beat John Jay (10-5, 5-1) 
and hope the Indians fall against either 
Brewster or Panas to regain a share of the 
league bragging rights. Are the Tuskers 
really gonna lose the League II-C title to 
surprising John Jay CR?  Didn’t see that 
one coming; still time to deny if Brewster 
and Panas play along.

“It's tough missing both of our bigs,” 
DiCintio admitted. “Gilroy is our starting 
power forward and broke his thumb weeks 
ago. He was our leading shot blocker and 
second leading rebounder, along with 
being an excellent post player. Two days 
later Gargiulo went down, so we have been 
playing with no center or power forward 
for our last six games. We are five guards 
on the floor right now. We went from the 
biggest team in the league to the smallest 
team. We lost five out of six games by 3, 

3, 3, 10 and 2 points. It's unheard of to 
lose both centers in two days’ time. It’s a 
tough break for these kids as they started 
the season at 7-3 and were undefeated in 
the league.  It's unfortunate, but I believe 
Gargiulo will be back in another week, so 
hopefully we'll make a playoff run.”

Gilroy is most likely done for the year, 
per the coach, which means the Tuskers 
will have to improve upon their current 
No.13 rank without him… 
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Lakeland G Pat Moreill (5) attempts to stop Somers G Lorenzo Bicknese 
in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Lakeland Trips Up Somers, Yorktown Defeats Hen Hud
Croton’s Macarchuk Sets School Record for 3’s

Hen Hud’s Thomas Malonney and the Sailors hope 
to get hot again down the stretch.

Lakeland F Matt Tuite denies Somers G Matt 
Pires in Hornets’ 63-53 win over visiting Tuskers 
Wednesday.

 

East Coast Panthers
SPRING 2017

Basketball AAU Tryouts
YOUTH
Boys - Court 1 • Girls - Court 2

February 12
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

February 26
3rd & 4th Grade : 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
5th & 6th Grade : 10:30 AM -11:45 AM 
7th & 8th Grade : 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

HIGH SCHOOL
February 26
Girls 9th,10th &11th Grade : 1:30 PM - 2:45 PM

February 27
Boys 9th Grade: 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 10th & 11th Grade: 8:15 PM - 9:30 PM

March 1
Girls 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM
Boys 9th, 10th & 11th Grade - 8:15 PM

Tryouts are $25 per child, 
we have several dates for 
your convenience but only 

one tryout is required.
Tryouts are being held at 

The Masters School.
49 Clinton Ave

Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Registration is at the door. 
For any questions, please 

feel free to contact 
Coach Chris DiCintio  

at coachdicintio@ 
optonline.neteastcoastpanthers.com
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BREWSTER (5-8) had a clutch week, 
winning a thriller in overtime to beat 
North Salem 53-46 behind super soph 
Harry Dignan’s 20 points, two days after 
he dropped 21 on Lakeland in a 52-42 
Bears win, which put them at No.22 in the 
rankings and helps qualify for the playoffs. 
This Dignan kid can flat-out score.

HEN HUD is in the throes of a head-
scratching stretch, having lost five of 
the last six, including a 54-42 setback to 
Yorktown in the Hoops for Heroes event 
at Croton last Saturday. The 6-2 start is but 
a distant memory as the Sailors (7-7) have 
fallen to No.10 in the rankings.

“We played as lousy as we ever have this 
season,” Hen Hud Coach Jared Hirsch 
admitted. “But that usually means the 
other team is doing things that make you 
play like that. Kevin Downes is a great 
coach and Yorktown is still pretty good.”

F Kyle James had 17 to lead the Sailors 
while Mekhi Gray added 12.

PEEKSKILL, at 10-5, is currently 
holding the No.7 seed in the Class A 
playoffs, tops among the local teams from 
Northern Westchester/Putnam. The Red 
Devils’ 54-50 loss to Sleepy Hollow was 
costly, in that it essentially eliminated 
Peekskill from League II-C title 
contention. Shion Darby scored 25 points 
for the Red Devils, who no longer control 
their own destiny in league play with Hen 
Hud on the docket on Wednesday…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (10-4), with a healthy 
Tanner Dyslin back in the mix, is starting 
to look like Yorktown again. Dyslin went 
for a team-high 14 points and nine boards 
in the win over Hen Hud while James 
Lundberg dropped a dime and collared 
seven rebounds. Michael Broader scored 
six of his eight in the fourth. Yorktown’s 
defense held Hen Hud to eight points in 
the first and third quarters and just 10 in 
the second. The Huskers, who have won 
three of the last four, need to knock off 
both Greeley and Fox Lane this week to 
get a share of the League I-D title.

The Huskers will need some help in 
order to flush out the League I-D title as 
Huskers (2-2 in I-D) are looking up at 
both Fox Lane (5-1) and Greeley (4-2). 
Yorktown will need to channel its inner 
Aaron Rogers to run the table.

CARMEL (6-9) dropped two games 
last week, including a 50-41 loss to Class 
B Croton-Harmon and fell to No.16 in the 
current rankings. Meanwhile, MAHOPAC 
(3-12) is next to dead last at No.20. In what 
is shaping up as a brutal year for Putnam 
County basketball, the Indians, nor the 
Rams, aren’t helping matters.
CLASS B/C

CROTON-HARMON picked up big-
time bonus points after a 50-41 win 
at Class AA Carmel where senior G 
Charlie Goldberg went off for 25 points, 
eight rebounds and three assists. Croton 
freshman Sean Macarchuk continued to 

show off what might be a lit future, adding 
13 points for the surging Tigers (11-3), 
who then went on to defeat Westlake, 54-
36, in the Croton-sponsored Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.

“The Carmel win was a gritty win for 
us,” Martucci said. “The team saw the one-
hour bus ride, and going into the gym 
of a Class AA school as an opportunity. 
Our defensive effort was tremendous. 
The score was tied going into the fourth 
quarter at 35.  It wasn't pretty, but we'd 
rather win ugly than lose pretty.”

Croton Coach Ben Martucci has created 
a smart team, one in his own image, one 
that just might have the goods to reach 
the County Center should it stretch its 
potential. The Tigers find themselves 
currently seeded No.2 in the Class B 
bracket, which would give them a couple 
of home games should they hold serve.

In the win over Westlake, Goldberg 
went for 20 points while dishing six assists 
and grabbing four boards. The real drama 
was provided by Macarchuk, made it rain 
all game, scoring a career-high 24 points 
while setting the school record for most 
made 3’s in a game (8).

“I have never seen anything like that 
in Tiger Town, because it has never 
been done,” Martucci said of the record, 

previously held by four of my all-
time-favorite Tiger snipers; Greg 
Muller, Nick DiMaggio, Brandon 
Sileck, and Ian Thom. “It was 
a ridiculous performance. The 
Hoops for Heroes event Saturday 
was a huge success, not just because 
of the important league win, but 
because we were able to support 
our men and women who have 
served (or are currently serving) in 
the armed forces. Each team had an 
honorary team captain, we raised 
a ton of money, had great crowds 
throughout the day, specifically for 
the Hen Hud vs. Yorktown game, 
and plans are already in the works 
for next season's event.”

PUTNAM VALLEY knocked off 
a potent North Salem squad, 55-
45, last Wednesday in the Valley. 
Sophomore F Darnel Shillingford 

looked healthy again, powering the paint 
for a game-high 19 points. Sophomore C/F 
T.J Brescia added 12 and P.V. which began 
the season at 1-6, won its fourth game in 
six tries. Despite the solid outing, Coach 
Mike McDonnell (54-13 in his fourth year 
with the Tigers) was still lamenting a loss 
back in early January.

"We never should have lost that game 
to Dobbs," McDonnell said, recalling 
a double overtime loss in the Putnam 
Challenge on Jan. 7. "That was the game 
where I thought we turned the corner, 
but we just couldn't pull it out. We should 
have. And if we played the way we did 
tonight against North Salem, we're a team 
right now with a chance to get to .500 this 
Friday."

The Tigers (6-8) are now close to .500 
after a 51-31 win over Pawling Friday 
and now sit in command of the League 
III-E title chase with a 4-0 league mark 
after Brescia (18 points) and Shillingford 
(9 points) led the way. At 4-0 in League 
III-E, the Class B Tigers control their own 
destiny and a sweep of North Salem would 
get the job done on Feb.3.

Put Valley soph F Darnel Shillingford runs the 
paint in Tigers’ 55-44 win over North Salem.

Somers G Chris DiCintio sinks a shot against 
defense from Lakeland G Chris Foci  in Hornets’ 
63-53 win over visiting Tuskers Wednesday.

Put Valley sophomore G Ryan Soto goes up for 
shot in Tigers’ 55-44 win over visiting North Salem 
last Wednesday.

Putnam Valley sophomore Austin Fabiano is on the 
receiving end of  an elbow in Tigers’ win over North Salem.

Members of  the Croton hoops team pose after beating Westlake at the Tigers’ honorable Hoops for 
Heroes event last Saturday.



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

As the Section 1 wrestling season picks 
up steam, Girls Hoops beat writer Tony 

Pinciaro will be checking in and out of 
both beats, so this scribe will be picking 
up the slack on the girls’ circuit. Here are 
some observations as we head down the 
stretch of the regular season from the 
outside looking in.
Dini’s Neat Neophytes

Don’t think for one second that Putnam 
Valley, despite graduating a ton of key 
players, won’t be a difficult out in the 
upcoming Section 1 Class B playoffs. At 
11-6 overall. Coach Kristi Dini’s Tigers 
have exceeded expectations and are 
currently latched onto the No.7 seed, 
which would ultimately provide a first-
round home playoff game should they 
hold serve against a potential No.10 seed.

The youthful Tigers, winners of three-
straight games, are opening the eyes of 
opposing coaches with their gritty, up-
tempo style; a method woven in the fabric 

of their tough-
minded coach. 
In recent wins 
over Valhalla 
and Pawling, 
the Tigers have 
gotten prime 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
from enfuego 
freshmen Kelli 
Venezia, who 
scored 21 points 
in the win over 
Pawling. Maria 
Tomais added 
10 points for the 
Tigers. Venezia 

then went for 19 points against Valhalla 
and eighth-grader Arianna Stockinger 
dropped a career-high 15 points, 
surpassing her previous career-high of 14 
in the Valley’s 54-29 win over North Salem 
earlier in the week. Venezia and Stockinger 
are two youngsters who bear watching over 
the course of the next three-four years.

And while everyone is playing second 
fiddle to state-ranked (No.2) Irvington this 
season, perhaps the Tigers can get a first-
round win and possibly have a quarterfinal 
look at someone like state-ranked (No.4) 
Briarcliff, whom they battled tooth and 
nail just a couple of weeks back. Sure 
would be great for this budding rivalry 
if the Tigers and Bears could meet in the 
post season with a Final 4 berth on the 
line like it was last year when PV shocked 
the section and eliminated Don Hamlin’s 
awesome program from the tourney. It’s 
shaking out as a possibility.

No matter how you slice it, Dini and 
friends are building something special, 
and Dini’s big picture shows the Tigers 
battling the Irvingtons and Briarcliffs for 
years to come.

“These girls work incredibly hard 
and have bought in since the first day of 
tryouts,” first-year PV Coach Dini said. 
“We have no seniors in the starting lineup; 
we go with an 8th grader, a freshmen and 
sophomore starting, and even though 
we're young we've said since Day 1 that 
being young won't be an excuse for us. We 

aren't playing for next year. We’re focused 
on our goals right now. We have a tough 
schedule and outside of Irvington all of 
our losses have been single-digit losses to 
strong programs. They're getting better 
and better each game and I love working 
with them.”

In the meantime, the Tigers would settle 
for a share of the League III-E title should 
they find a way to knock off Haldane and 
salvage a split with the Blue Devils on Feb. 
8th… winner takes all!
Visions of COUNTY CENTER in Their Heads

Don’t be surprised when gold balls are 
being hoisted about by local teams in early 
March when the Westchester County 
Center plays hosts to what we suspect 
could be one of our best showings in recent 
history. Reigning four-time NYS champion 
Ossining is favored to win the Section 
1 Class AA title for an unprecedented 
seventh-straight season. 

Everybody’s choice for Player of the 
Year was at it again last Friday night in 
Ossining’s 96-35 thumping of Yorktown. 
UConn-bound senior Andra Espinoza-
Hunter settled for 32 points and eight 
rebounds in just over one half before 
taking a seat. C Kailah Harris added a 
double-double with 16 points and 11 
rebounds in a shade over a half. The state-
ranked (No.4) Pride improved to 12-3 and 
remain the No.1-ranked team among all 
public schools, so you can pen them in for 
another Final 4 and then some, but they 
will have to destroy a field full of Catholic 
powers, including state-ranked Ursuline, 
Lourdes and Magnus. Pride Coach Dan 
Ricci, who has long opposed the Catholics 
competing in the public tourney, must be 
thrilled at the prospects of doing so…

The glut of Class A title contenders 
is impressive this season, and the locals 
are fully represented in what should be 
a wide-open tournament with plenty of 
shock value. County Center hopefuls 
like top-ranked Somers (13-5), No.2 Hen 
Hud (10-4), No.3 Panas (11-5) and No.4 
Lakeland (11-4) are all Final 4-worthy 
teams should they tap into their potential. 

Peekskill (7-7) and Brewster (7-9) have 
also had their moments this season and 
can never be overlooked.

Somers, under first-year boss Marc 
Hattem, just clinched the League II-C title 
and is ranked No.16 in NYS while Hen 
Hud, Lakeland and Panas are honorably 
mentioned, so those with any say in the 
polls list Somers as the favorites in Section 
1; now that all the Catholics have moved 
to Class AA. 

Panas F Melissa Keefe hit the game-
winning shot with 6.0 seconds left and 
scored a team-high 12 points in the 
Panthers’ 46-45 win over Hen Hud.

We’ll settle for two teams getting to the 
County Center but all four would be quite 
a delight in what has already been a special 
year for local Class A clubs in Northern 
Westchester…

Class C Haldane (12-3) is also favored to 
win, as Coach Tyrone “See Dog” Searight 
has played a grueling schedule to get his 
state-ranked (No.22) Blue Devils (12-3) 
prepped for their annual run at sectional 
and state-wide glory.
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Put Valley Emerging in Class B; Contenders Abound in AA, A, C
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Panas F Yvette Burcescu has a look at the iron as 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo defends in Hornets’ 
Giglio Games win over Panthers Saturday.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SPRING REGISTRATION:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

 FINAL REGISTRATION 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 4TH 9AM - 12PM

 
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Lakeland’s Alexa Cole defends Somers’ Livy 
Rosenzweig in Tuskers win over Hornets last 
Wednesday.

Panas G Kat Reynoso has inside track on 
Lakeland’s Jessica Ascenceo in Hornets’ in over 
Panthers in Giglio Games last Saturday.

Panas’ Melissa Keefe defends Lakeland’s high-
flying Kelsey Walsh in Hornets’ win over Panthers 
Saturday at Giglio Games. 

Put Valley freshman 
Kelli Venezia is leading 
the charge among the 
emerging young players in 
the Valley.
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Put Valley Roars to 4th at Caruso Memorial Tourney
By Tony Pinciaro

Putnam Valley may have been one of 
the smaller schools in the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Wrestling Tournament 
at Mahopac, but the Tigers had the  
largest roar.

The Tigers boasted three champions – 
Mike Bruno (113 pounds), Satoshi Abe 
(126) and Kyle Sams (132) – to highlight 
the Section 1 competition in the 18-team 
field. The other Section 1 teams were 
Ardsley, Brewster, Byram Hills, Carmel, 
Lakeland/Panas, Mahopac, Peekskill, R.C. 
Ketcham, Somers and Yorktown.

Abe was a 13-8 victor over Somers’ Billy 
DiBenedetto in the final. Bruno pinned 
his title-match opponent and Sams won a 
thrilling 4-2 decision in overtime.

Brewster junior Grant Cuomo 
continued his outstanding season, 
pinning his way to the 160-pound title. 
Carmel’s Matt Purdy was the other local 
wrestler with a championship, winning 
the 145-pound title.

The tournament was also a homecoming 
for Putnam Valley coach Will Carano and 
Brewster coach Tom Looby, both former 
Mahopac wrestling standouts. Carano 
was a Section 1 champion.

Abe, who will attend Lehigh in 
September and wrestle, now owns a 
trio of tournament titles -- the Caruso, 
Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) and Kohl 
(Suffern).

Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
kept Putnam Valley sharp as the Tigers 
have two weeks until the Section 1 
Division II (small school) Wrestling 

Championships at Edgemont. It also 
showed the large schools that despite 
Putnam Valley’s classification, it can flex 
its wrestling muscle with the big boys.

“Wrestling in the Caruso tournament 
has become a great way for my teammates 
and I to prepare for sectionals because 
it has a lot of competition and depth 
that gives us a good preview for the 
postseason,” Abe said.

“Putnam Valley has always had a small 
team in a small school, but all of our 
guys are really competitive and can hang 
with a number of top big schools around 
the section, which we have shown at 
tournaments such as the Caruso when we 
outscore a number of big-school teams. 
To me it means that we are doing the 
right things in our room and plenty of our 
guys are training all year round, at clubs 
like Iowa Style Wrestling where all three 
champs have trained.”

Along with the three champs, Owen 
McDonald (106 pounds) and Constantine 
George (285) placed third, Will Carano 
was fourth at 113 pounds and Dean Appel 
took fifth at 145 pounds. 

Cuomo adds the Caruso title to 
the prestigious Eastern States Classic 
championship he won earlier this month. 
He is also a Patriot (John Jay-East Fishkill) 
tournament victor.

Cuomo noted that Brewster looks 
forward to wrestling in the Caruso 
tournament.

“The wrestling world is a small one, and 
everyone knows everyone else,” Cuomo 
said. “Because of that, Coach Looby wants 

us to do the best we can, even more so at 
his home-town tournament. So it is great 
to do well there, especially for him.”

Cuomo and his teammates, as well as all 
of the Section 1 large schools will compete 
in the qualifier for the Section 1 Divison 
I (large school) Wrestling Championships 
Saturday at four sites – New Rochelle, 
John Jay-Cross River, North Rockland and 
R.C. Ketcham. The top four finishers in 
each weight class advance to the Section 
1 Division II Wrestling Championships/
New York State Qualifier, Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 11-12 at Arlington (Saturday) 
and Clarkstown South (Sunday).

The Caruso tournament also gave 
Cuomo a scouting report.

“The local competition there gives us 
a good look at what we are dealing with 
next week at divisionals,” said Cuomo, a 
2016 Section 1 champion. “I am looking to 
getting in some good matches to prepare 
me for sectionals, I want to sharpen my 
offense there to make sure I'm on point for 
sectionals as well.”

The North Rockland site features 
Arlington, Harrison, East Ramapo, 
Hendrick Hudson, Nyack, Rye and the 
host school.

“All the teams in my division have 
solid programs, and solid wrestlers, most 
coming out of Iowa Style Wrestling, 
where I train in the off season and in 
season,” Cuomo said. “With that in mind I 
wouldn't be surprised at all if the wrestlers 
I know from ISW will be doing good in the 
division, and the tournaments to come.”

Brewster’s Jack Muentener (145 pounds) 
finished second and Alex Goldberg (113 
pounds) placed sixth.

The Caruso tournament has special 
meaning for Mahopac’s Garrett Semenetz, 
who ws the 99-pound runner-up.

“My whole life I've been very close to 
the Caruso family,” said the 2016 Section 

1 Division I 99-pound champion. “It's an 
honor to be able to wrestle every year in 
honor of Pete. As for the team, it's allows 
us to show what Mahopac wrestling is 
made of.”

Semenetz said having the Caruso 
tournament one week before divisionals is 
advantageous to the wrestlers.

“The Caruso tournament allows a lot 
of wrestlers to gauge what little skills they 
need to improve on before the postseason 
starts,” Semenetz said. “The tournament 
is so close to divisionals that it lets us 
wrestlers know how we'll perform for the 
postseason.”

Mahopac will be at John Jay-Cross 
River, along with Fox Lane, Somers, 
Beacon, Carmel, Scarsdale, Clarkstown 
South, White Plains and the host.

Mahopac also had Mike Muldoon (120) 
and Mike Rivera (220) place second, 
Mike Nathenson (220) finished third and 
Frankie Scauzillo (99) was fifth.

Yorktown had five placefinishers, 
highlighted by Dean Patieron (106) who 
placed fourth. Matt Stegmeier (182), Owen 
McGivney (195) and Tyler Rodriguez 
(220) were all fifth and Thomas Carson 
(285) finished sixth. The Cornhuskers will 
return to coach Eric Fama’s alma-mater, 
New Rochelle. Fama was a sectional 
champion.

Lakeland/Panas, which will also be at 
New Rochelle, had a pair of second-place 
finishers – Brandon DiDomenico (113) 
and Kevin Moore (170).

Carmel, which will be at John Jay, had 
five other top-six finishers to join champ 
Matt Purdy. Rico Cardova (170) finished 
fourth and the quartet of Jaydon Boscia 
(126), Dorain McMath (138), Ben Rivera 
(152) and Jon Aldave (285) all placed fifth.

Somers, also at John Jay, had a runnerup 
in Matt Kelly (152) and Sean Freebern 
(220) was fourth.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO

Putnam Valley’s Mikey Bruno was one of  three Tigers crowned champion at the Mahopac tourney.

Brew/Town Hockey Wins Two 
More, Improves to 10-2-2

In its first combined season, ever, the 
Brewster/Yorktown ice hockey squad 
(knows as BrewTown) is pulling off quite 
a successful campaign, which shouldn’t 
come as much of a surprise given the 
history of the programs. Successful on 
their own in the past, the merger has 
produced a club with an 8-2-2 overall 
record (4-1 in League C) and has a league 
title within its grasp on February 6th 
against second place Horace Greeley.
Local Standings

Brewster/Yorktown 10-2-2
Mahopac 10-5-1
Somers/North Salem 8-7-1
Lakeland/Panas 7-9-1
Carmel 6-9
 Hen Hud 4-13

Top 10 Local Points Leaders thru Jan.27:
Christian Jimenez (Lake/Panas) 38
Brandon LaSpina (Somers/NSalem) 33
Gianfranco Pulice (Mahopac) 29
Nick Smith (Carmel) 26

Brian O’Shea (Mahopac) 26
T.J. McKee (Mahopac) 25
Brett Hanson (Hen Hud) 24
A.J. Cappello (Lake/Panas) 26
Matt Sillcocks (Lake/Panas) 26
Michael Isola (Brew/York) 24
Jake Alfonzetti (Carmel) 23
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Brew-Town’s Michael Isola leads the team in 
scoring with 24 points
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High-flying Somers senior G Matt Pires is pressed by Lakeland 
senior F Kyle Harrison in Hornets’ 63-53 win over the visiting 
Tuskers last Wednesday when the Hornets used a strong second-
half  surge to ice suddenly-struggling Somers, losers in five of  the 
last six... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Pires 
& Ice!
Somers 

Goes Cold 
in Loss to 
Lakeland


