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By Martin Wilbur
County Executive Rob Astorino an-

nounced last week that Westchester has 
complied with the terms of the affordable 
housing settlement with the federal gov-
ernment, apparently ending a contentious 
seven-year battle with the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

During his presentation at the county 
building in White Plains, Astorino said 
building permits have been issued for 790 
new affordable units in the 31 mostly white 
municipalities named in the 2009 settle-
ment, exceeding the minimum 750-unit 
threshold for compliance by the end of 2016. 

Close to 400 units are already built and 

occupied, he said. Another 100 units are ex-
pected to receive approvals throughout the 
county in 2017, while about 400 others will 
also be built in communities that were not 
part of the settlement. 

Westchester has used about $82 million 
in county money to help subsidize the con-
struction, about $30 million more than it 
was required to spend.

“Today is a very proud day for Westch-
ester,” said a satisfied Astorino, who repeat-
edly tried to debunk characterizations that 
the county has discriminated against mi-
norities with exclusionary zoning. “We have 
shown that Westchester is a very welcoming 

Astorino Claims County Has 
Complied With Affordable 
Housing Settlement

By Rick Pezzullo
Some came out to start 2017 check-

ing off an item off their bucket list. Oth-
ers read about the frigid experience and 
wanted to try it personally.

But the majority of the record-setting 
78 individuals donned in various forms of 
attire who were at the shore of the Hudson 
River at the Riverfront Green in Peekskill 
New Year’s Day turned out to support the 
efforts of Lauren and Caitlin Brady and 
their This Is Me Foundation, which was 
created in 2011 to raise awareness about 
alopecia and help any individual dealing 
with an insecurity of any type.

The first Polar Plunge held in 2012 
had only 11 participants. Each event has 
been sponsored by The Quiet Man Pub-
lic House in Peekskill.

“This year we have 45 first-timers. 
That’s the part that’s insane,” an exuber-
ant Lauren Brady said. “This is the best 

day we’ve ever had (with the weather). 
The Brady sisters were each diagnosed 

with alopecia areata, an autoimmune dis-
ease that causes hair loss, while in high 
school. It was often a struggle to deal with, 
but they always remained as positive as they 
could but never spoke publicly about it.

In January 2011, after watching Miss 
Delaware 2010, Kayla Martell, take her 
wig off and explain she would compete in 
the 2011 Miss America Pageant wearing 
a wig, as she too had alopecia, the Brady 
sisters decided three weeks later to start 
the This Is Me Foundation, which they 
did via a short YouTube PSA. 

In January 2012, the Brady sisters be-
gan giving college scholarships to local 
high school seniors enrolled in college 
who have displayed leadership skills 
while having faced adversity of any kind 
or helped others through adversity. The 

Record Turnout for Peekskill Polar Plunge in Hudson

Rick pezzullo photos
christine Bischoff  (left) scampers out of  river with other brave souls on New Year’s Day at polar plunge.

continued on page 12Mike thompson of  cortlandt tries to recover from cold water.

continued on page 2
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Q: What is non-invasive breast cancer?   
A: You may have heard of a condition called Stage 0 
breast cancer. The most common type is DCIS (ductal 
carcinoma in situ), and involves the proliferation of 
abnormal cells within a woman’s milk ducts. Left 
untreated, these cells can develop into invasive breast 
cancer that spreads outside the duct into surrounding 
tissue. DCIS is considered malignant but is non-invasive; 
it has not spread from where it originated. Be aware, 
however, that about 80 to 85 percent of invasive breast 
cancers initially arise within the milk ducts.

Q: How is DCIS detected? 
A: It rarely presents as a lump you can feel. Typically, 
DCIS is detected by a screening mammogram as a 
cluster of calcifications (calcium deposits). If considered 
suspicious, a biopsy will be performed. For every 100 
clusters biopsied, 22 percent will be cancerous; of that 
group, about 80 percent will be DCIS, and a percentage 
of these will develop into invasive breast cancer. 

Q: What are my treatment options?
A: If a biopsy shows you have DCIS, your breast surgeon 
might recommend additional testing – such as an

ultrasound or MRI – before advising on surgery. Most 
women have a lumpectomy procedure to remove the 
cancerous tissue. You might also receive follow-up 
treatment, such as radiation or Tamoxifen hormone 
therapy. Outcomes for women treated for DCIS are 
outstanding: Ten-year data shows that their survival 
rate approaches 100 percent. 

Q: What can I expect if I have this procedure? 
A: Gather all the facts about the extent of your DCIS. 
Your breast surgeon will help evaluate the risk of it 
developing into invasive breast cancer by reviewing 
family history and ethnic origin, and may recommend 
genetic testing. Getting a second opinion is essential. At 
The Breast Institute at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
we only proceed if, after our pathology department 
reviews an outside biopsy report, our own pathologists 
agree with its findings. Above all, remember that “What 
if I do nothing?” is a perfectly legitimate question to ask. 

Understanding Non-Invasive Breast Cancer
What you need to know about screening 
and treatment options…

Anthony C. Cahan, MD, FACS
Chief, Breast Surgical Services
The Breast Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhbreastinstitute.org/DrCahan

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Ten-year data shows that the survival rate for 
women treated for DCIS approaches 100 percent.

Learn about complete 
breast health, visit 
www.nwhbreastinstitute.org

scholarships are presented in honor of 
their late close friends Ryan Risco and 
Cait Chivonne Polhill and are funded 
primarily through the money donated at 
the Polar Plunge.

This year, nearly $15,000 was raised 
from individuals and teams, such as the 
group from Taco Dive Bar.

“We all decided we wanted to do it to-
gether and help out,” said Eric Johansen, 
16, son of Peekskill’s police chief, who 
was wearing a taco suit for the occasion.

Brian Mahoney of Cortlandt said his 
mother suffered from alopecia when she 
was a kid and he wanted to contribute 

to the cause. To prepare, he took a cold 
shower in the morning, which he admit-
ted was “a little shocking.”

“My new year’s resolution of not 
swearing was broken this morning,” Ma-
honey quipped.

Ralph D’Aliso decided for the first time 
to jump in with his daughter, Taylor, 12, 
who was participating for the third time.

“I promised my daughter I would do 
it this year,” he said. “I hope it will be a 
quick in, quick out.”

Christine Bischoff has taken the 
plunge all five years to support her long-
time friends, the Brady sisters.

“It’s a good cause and a great way to 
start the new year off,” she said.

Record Turnout for Peekskill Polar Plunge in Hudson

A participant chose a leisure suit instead of  a bathing suit.

Rick pezzullo photos
taco Dive Bar team, (above).
Ralph D’Aliso and daughter taylor, (top photo). 
A plunger is all smiles after taking a dip, (at left).

continued from page 1
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January
• Hundreds in Peekskill and Yorktown ring 
in 2016 with downtown ball drops.
• 4th Annual Polar Plunge in Peekskill raises 
nearly $15,000 for This Is Me Foundation. 
• Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina starts 
second term with optimistic message. Also 
sworn in were returning councilwomen 
Vivian McKenzie and Kathy Talbot and 
freshman Councilman Andre “Noodle” 
Rainey.
• Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace is 
sworn in for a third term. Councilmen Tom 
Diana and Ed Lachterman, new Town Clerk 
Diana Quast and Town Justice Gary Ranio-
lo were also sworn in.
• Newly elected Supervisor Dana Levenberg 
and councilwoman Karen D’Attore and 
Elizabeth Feldman take oaths of office in 
Town of Ossining.
• Former Governor and Peekskill Mayor 
George Pataki suspends his presidential 
campaign.
• Twenty buses are vandalized in the Somers 
School District’s bus garage.
• Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi is 
sworn in for a 13th term. Councilman 
Frank Farrell is sworn in for a sixth term, 
Councilman Dr. Richard Becker for a third 
term and Town Justice Daniel McCarthy for 
a third term.
• Former Mount Pleasant Police Chief and 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton CCD teacher Brian 
Fanelli is sentenced to 18 months in prison 
for possession of child pornography.
• Homeowners group Cortlandt WATCH 
disbands after 30 years of fighting to control 
development, preserve open space and pro-
tect the environment.
• State Assemblyman Steve Katz announces 
he won’t seek a fourth term in the 94th Dis-
trict.
• Somers Judge Michael McDermott is ap-
pointed new town attorney in Yorktown.
• Yorktown High School graduate Amanda 
Saccomanno appears on popular pro wres-
tling reality show.
• Somers Town Board rejects a proposal for 
a cell tower in Reis Park.
• Croton mother Kathleen Dymes pleads 
guilty in 2015 Easter Sunday death of her 
six-year-old daughter in a home on Hast-
ings Avenue.
• State grant given to Councilwoman Drew 
Claxton and her son in 2007 for a residence 
they co-own on Fremont Street raises eye-
brows.
• Courtesy of the floor change in Yorktown 
sparks backlash.
• Clearwater cancels Great Hudson River 
Revival in Croton, a music and environ-
mental awareness festival held annually in 
June.
• Northern Westchester Hospital celebrates 
a century of serving community.
• Protestors call for closure of Mohegan pet 
store whose owner is facing animal cruelty 
charges.
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
rejects reopening hearing on gas pipeline 

expansion.
• Former Ossining Public Library Children’s 
Room head Sally Dow dies at 80.
• Janet DiFiore is confirmed as new chief 
judge of the state’s Court of Appeals.

February
• Alex Smith, a music teacher at Soundview 
Preparatory School in Yorktown, appears 
with Lady Gaga during National Anthem of 
Super Bowl.
• An electrical fire destroys a home on Ma-
ple Court in Cortlandt.
• Governor Andrew Cuomo initiates probe 

following radioactive water that leaked into 
the groundwater at the Indian Point nuclear 
power plant.
• AFC Urgent Care celebrates opening at 
BJ’s Wholesale Club shopping plaza in York-
town.
• Cortlandt Councilwoman Debbie Carter 
Costello launches bid for State Senate.
• Times Square Hero and Buchanan Trustee 
Duane Jackson recounts preventing terror-
ist attack during a presentation at The Lit-
tle Red Schoolhouse sponsored by the Van 
Cortlandtville Historical Society.
• Cortlandt family alleges bullying forced 

them to remove their son from Van Cort-
landtville Elementary School.
• Boy Scout Troop 173 Celebrates 50th An-
niversary in Yorktown.
• Pipeline protestors arrested for blocking 
Spectra Energy from staging area in Ver-
planck.

March
      * Beloved longtime John F. Kennedy 
High School faculty member Sister Barbara 
Heil, 80, is killed in a head-on collision on 

2016: Local Year in Review

373 Downing Drive Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914 352-6127 • www.dastruckandauto.com

Winter Is Here! DAS Auto parts can help you with all of your winter needs.

• Car Covers
• Snow brushes  
  & Ice Scrapers
• Calcium Chloride 
• Windshield Deicer & 
  Windshield Washer Fluid
• RV Antifreeze
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Protect your carpet 
with a set of 

Weather Tech fl oor liners. 

Cold Days Can Make A Weak Battery Struggle, 
Come In For A Free Battery Diagnostic Check.

We Stock Emergency Jumper Packs 
Of All Sizes And Prices

For The Snow Plow Trucks, We Carry Emergency 
Lighting, Tow Chains And Trailer Accessories

We have nearly 50 years in 

business with locations in 

Yonkers & White Plains.

We look forward to 

having you visit our 

4,000 sq ft store in 

YORKTOWN!

10% OFF 
ANY 1 ITEM

With this coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. One coupon per 

purchase. Excludes 
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DAS AUTO 
PARTS & BATTERY 
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HERE

We have a 
Large Selection of 

All Season and 
Winter Blades

FREE WIPER BLADE 
INSTALLATION AT DAS!

continued on page 4
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Route 6 in Yorktown. Sister Marie Murphy, 
who was traveling in the same car, was se-
verely injured. 
      * State Senator Terrence Murphy defeds 
himself from a published report that his 
family-owned restaurant in Yorktown owes 
more than $100,000 in back taxes.
     * Non-profit group says Councilwoman 
Drew Claxton and her son will be reimburs-
ing the organization more than $34,000 for 
state grants wrongly received in 2007.
     * The largest residential construction 
project in more than 55 years featuring 150 
rental apartments is slated to be built in 
downtown Peekskill.
   * A tax preparer from Yorktown is charged 
with fraud and failing to file taxes.
   * Town of Cortlandt officially closes on 352 
acres of open space that was once proposed 
to be developed for more than 300 homes.
      * Peekskill celebrates St. Patrick’s Day 
with annual parade.
   * Yorktown resident Robert Santoli wins 
$76,000 in cash and prizes on Wheel of For-
tune.
  * Cortlandt Town Board adopts the fourth 
Master Plan in the town’s history.
    * Somers Councilman William Faulkner 
announces bid for State Assembly.
   * Efforts intensify to remove developer 
Donald Trump’s name from a state park in 

Yorktown.
   * Ossining resident Doris Walker cel-
ebrates 107th birthday.
    * Former longtime Ossining High School 
coach Donald Winter dies at 81
.
April
• Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina touts fi-
nancial turnaround and growth in city dur-
ing annual State of the City address.
• Lakeland High School graduates score 
luxury New York Yankees tickets in cos-
tume contest dressed as Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles.
• Support Connection Executive Director 

Katherine Quinn is honored in recognition 
of her 20 years of leadership and dedication 
helping thousands of women affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer.
• Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi gains 
national exposure as audience member on 
Dancing With the Stars. (photo)
• Southern Waterfront Park and Trailway 
unveiled in Peekskill.
• New York Presbyterian/Hudson Val-
ley Hospital marks 10 years of “No-Wait” 
Emergency Room.
• Somers Town Board ends residency re-
quirement for town police officers.
• Westchester County Executive Rob As-
torino highlights achievements in State of 
the County address.

May
• Scenes for new movie called “Wonder-
struck” are filmed near the Paramount in 
Peekskill.
• U.S. Department of Education New York 
Office of Civil Rights confirms it will inves-
tigate complaints made by Cortlandt fam-
ily against Van Cortlandtville Elementary 
School and the Lakeland School District.
• Funding secured to forever preserve Stu-
art’s Farm in Somers. Stuart’s is the oldest 
working farm in Westchester.
• State Assembly candidate Kevin Byrne is 
injured in a car accident.

• Hunterbrook Bridge on Route 129 cross-
ing the Croton Reservoir is renamed the 
Army Specialist David R. Fahey Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge on Armed Forces Day for York-
town resident killed in Afghanistan in 2011.
• Garrison resident Brittany DiDonato, 
2007 Walter Panas High graduate, dies at 
27 following a three-year battle with Stage 4 
liver cancer.
• A local private violin teacher from Somers 
is charged with transporting, receiving and 
possessing child pornography.
• School budgets are approved in seven local 
districts.
• Yorktown School District is designated a 
National School of Character by a nonprofit 
organization, the first district in Westchester 
to receive the designation.
• IBM notifies employees it will be leaving 
its Somers headquarters in 2017.

June
• Federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
determines Indian Point nuclear power 
plant in Buchanan is running satisfactorily 
despite several high-profile malfunctions.
• Annual Relay for Life event is held in York-
town, raising approximately $162,000.
• Former treasurer of the Mahopac Vol-
unteer Fire Department is arrested and 
charged with stealing more than $5.7 mil-
lion from the department.

2016: Local Year in Review
continued from page 3

Sister Barbara Heil 
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

RESIDENCES

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, 
set on 55-acres with captivating views 
of a shimmering lake and protected 
woodlands. Choose from luxurious 1, 2 
or 3 bedroom homes with large master 
suites, hardwood floors, generous closets 
and more. Swim. Workout. Entertain. 
Relax. You can get used to this. 

3

• Rumors circulate about Costco Wholesale 
Club pulling out of Yorktown project and 
Lowe’s coming in.
• Hundreds gather a vigil at Riverfront 
Green in Peekskill to remember victims of a 
nightclub shooting in Orlando, Florida.
• U.S. Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney 
and Hudson Riverkeeper call for immediate 
shutdown of Unit 2 at Indian Point to ana-
lyze cause of 227 bolts recently having been 
replaced at the core of the reactor.
• The Somers, Yorktown and Valhalla-based 
First Lego League robotics team the Hot-
shot Hotwires place third in mechanical de-
sign at tournament in Arkansas.
• Sixteen women in the 40th Senate District 
are honored by State Senator Terrence Mur-
phy.
• The Town of Cortlandt purchases a 100-
acre parcel in Verplanck from Con Edison 
for $2.75 million, blocking a proposed high 
electric converter station with a buzzing 
sound.
• Yorktown Town Board approves a amend-
ment in the Town Code that would make 
dumping from a vehicle a civil violation if 
offender is caught in the act.

July
• Peekskill sends police officers to Dallas fol-
lowing killing of five officers and wounding 
of seven others during a rally.
• Protestors gather outside Governor Cuo-
mo’s home in New Castle urging the closure 
of three projects and facilities they contend 

accelerate climate change.
• Longest running Italian Feast takes over 
Verplanck.
• Governor Cuomo signs bill to spread out 
reassessment hit in the Town of Ossining.
• Panio Wines and Liquors is forced to re-
locate to make room for new Central Fire 
Station in Peekskill.
• Owner of a Peekskill home health care 
agency pleads guilty to defrauding 67 em-
ployees out of $135,000 in wages.
• Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel McCarthy 
reserves decision in the case of the “Mon-
trose 9” protestors who were arrested in 
November 2015 for disorderly conduct for 
blocking access to Spectra Energy’s con-
struction yard on Route 9A.
• Two suspects are caught on video robbing 
Italian Feast in Verplanck.
• 73-year-old Buchanan man is sentenced 
to 12 years in state prison for sexually as-
saulting three Westchester children younger 
than 13.
• New York State Police save a suicidal man 
from jumping off the Bear Mountain Bridge.
• Yorktown marks Purple Heart designation 
with new signs.
• New York Mets second baseman Neil 
Walker visits Summer Trails Day Camp in 
Granite Springs.

August
• Hudson Valley Exposition is held at Peek-
skill Riverfront Green.
• Regional officials opposed Coast Guard 

plan to anchor barges in the Hudson River.
• Chappaqua group celebrates Hillary Clin-
ton’s historic achievement as the first woman 
to be a major party’s nominee for president.
• A birthday celebration is held to mark 
Support Connection’s 20 years of service.
• Lakeland High School graduate Melissa 
Gonzalez competes on United States field 
hockey team at the Rio Olympic Games.
• Longtime Peekskill resident Michael Gri-
est, who portrayed Abe Lincoln at Peekskill 
Lincoln Society events, dies at 77.
• Two drug traffickers are busted in Croton 
with $2.3 million worth of heroin.
• Yorktown Police Chief Daniel McMahon 
retires after 35 years serving community.
• $3.6 million worth of upgrades at Croton-
Harmon train station are completed.

September
• 92nd Annual Yorktown Grange Fair is 
held.
• Grand opening ceremony is held for all-
purpose field on Sprout Brook Road in 
Cortlandt.
• Ossining High School is recognized as one 
of only 20 schools nationwide as a “School 
of Opportunity.”
• Pipeline opponents decry destruction of 
Blue Mountain Reservation in Montrose.
• Bobby Williams, who worked 42 years in 
the Hendrick Hudson School District, dies 
at 70.
• Mudslinging seeps into search for court 
judge in Peekskill.

• Yorktown Town Board repeals tree ordi-
nance.
• Historic Peekskill/Cortlandt Civil War 
Monument is rededicated.
• Robert Noble takes over as new Yorktown 
police chief.

October
• Peekskill, Ossining communities rally for 
fair funding from state lawmakers.
• Thousands attend annual Support-A-
Walk at FDR State Park to benefit Support 
Connection.
• Yorktown receives $375,000 from State 
Senator Terrence Murphy to relocate the 
town’s highway garage and construct a 
mixed use commercial and residential 
building in its place.
• New Jack O’Lantern postage stamps are 
unveiled at Historic Hudson Valley Blaze in 
Croton.
• Voters in Croton-Harmon School District 
approve $20.8 million capital projects bond.
• City of Peekskill is one of 76 communities 
statewide awarded a grant to help combat 
vacant and abandoned homes.
• Peekskill man pleads guilty in 2015 Park 
Street killing.
• Ground breaking ceremony for Cortlandt 
Crossing shopping center across from Cort-
landt Town Center takes place. Larger Sho-
pRite announced to anchor center.
• Cortlandt man is killed on motorcycle in 
crash on Route 202 in Yorktown.

continued on page7
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RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Phyllis Dillon
Phyllis B. Dillon, a longtime resident 

of Yorktown, died peacefully December 
29. She was 88. 

She was born in New York City on 
October 20, 1928 to Philip and Rose 
(Turansky) Berg. She graduated from 
Roosevelt High School in Yonkers, and 
from the Katharine Gibbs School in New 
York City. She married the late William 
Vincent Dillon on June 12, 1954 with 
whom she had three children, Dr. John 
Joseph Dillon of Rochester Minnesota, 
Laura Jean Dillon of University Heights, 
Ohio and Mark Christopher Dillon of 
Poughquag, New York. 

She resided in Yorktown since 1957. 

She was employed as a legal secretary 
and taught piano for many years in York-
town Heights. She enjoyed painting, 
knitting, sewing and was an excellent 
cook. She was the organist at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Yorktown in the 1970s in later 
taught CCD at Elizabeth Ann Seton Par-
ish. She was devoted to her Catholic faith 
and took part in religious pilgrimages to 
Lourdes, Medjugorje, Israel and Italy. 

In addition to her children, she is sur-
vived by her sister Florence Lynch of 
Carmel, New York and by eight grand-
children: Maura, Monica, Megan, Melis-
sa, Matthew, Christopher, Claire and Al-
exander. She will be dearly missed by her 
family and friends. 

Catherine Gleba
Catherine A. Gleba, a life-long resident 

of Peekskill, died December 25. She was 78. 
Mrs. Gleba had worked as an Adminis-

trative Assistant for IBM in Armonk. She 
was born on August 10, 1938 in Peek-
skill to Frank and Jeanette Van Tassell 
Gordon. She graduated from Peekskill 
High School and received an Associate’s 
Degree from Mercy College. On August 
17, 1957, she married Richard Gleba at 
Assumption Church in Peekskill. She en-
joyed traveling, knitting, gardening, and 

animals, especially birds.
She is survived by her husband of 59 

years, Richard Gleba of Peekskill and 
three children; Lauree French of Beacon, 
Jennifer Gleba of Peekskill and Sean Gle-
ba of Wappingers Falls. Also surviving 
is a granddaughter; Elisabeth LeBlanc, a 
great-granddaughter, Annabelle McCa-
lla and a great-grandson Ovila LeBlanc. 

Lorraine Blair
Lorraine H. Blair, a resident of Cort-

landt, died December 25. She was 70.
She was born in the Bronx on July 21, 

1946 to Harold and Blanche Mullins. She 
worked at Hudson Valley Hospital for 
33 years until she retired in 2006. After 
retirement she volunteered for five years 
for the Hudson Valley Hospital Auxil-
iary. 

She is survived by her husband Robert; 
two daughters Doreen Ricci and Kathy 
Bardua; her son James Williams; and two 
step-daughters Valerie Graff and Cheryl 
Blair. She is also survived by six grand-
children and nine step-grandchildren. 

Michael Sarcone III
Michael K. Sarcone III, a lifelong resi-

dent of Ossining, died peacefully De-
cember 27. He was 78.

He was born in Ossining, on July 5, 
1938. He was a graduate of Ossining 
High School and served in the U.S. Army.

Mr. Sarcone was survived by Eileen 
Sarcone and his children Michael and his 
wife Brenda, Eileen, Charlie and his wife 
Kathleen and Dori Sarcone; daughter-
in-law Tara; grandchildren Michael, An-
thony and Joseph Sarcone, Cherie Hern-
andez, Kassi Armendo, Nora, Charlotte, 
Krystal, Nicholas and Emily Sarcone; 
great-grandchildren Hope, Giselle, Mat-
thew and Isabelle Hernandez; and his 
cherished Aunt Claire and Benny Mar-
tinelli. He was predeceased by his sons 
Nicholas and Armando. 

Ida DeMattio
Ida Jesse DeMattio, a resident of Tar-

rytown and formerly of Ossining, died 
December 24. She was 91.

Mrs. DeMattio was born Ida Jesse Ro-
cano on August 30. 1925, to Dominick 
and Maria Rocano. She grew up in Os-
sining. Mrs. DeMattio graduated from 
Ossining High School and worked as a 
supervisor for Stuart Manufacturing in 
NY. She met the love of her life Michael 
DeMattio and married April 19, 1953. 
They were married 63 years. 

Mrs. DeMattio is survived by one son 
Michael DeMattio (Donna); one daugh-
ter Joanne Walker (John),; five grandchil-
dren Marie, Gerald, Christopher, Jenni-
fer, and Sarah; and one great-grandchild 
Mary Grace. Mrs. DeMattio also had a 
sister Lucy and brothers Joseph, Danny 
and Tony who predeceased her. 

John Marks
John David Marks, a longtime Peek-

skill and Yorktown Heights resident, re-
cently of Wappingers, died December 27. 
He was 70.

Born on April 7, 1946 in Peekskill, to 
Melville and Florence (Lancaster) Marks, 
he served in the U.S. Army from 1965-
1967, as a paratrooper and rigger in the 
101st Airborne. He worked as a butcher 
at Shop Rite for 35 years until retiring. 

Mr. Marks is survived by three daugh-
ters: Isis (David) Kline, Crystal (Philip) 
Schwer and Tiffany Marks; and his seven 
grandchildren, whom he cherished and 
thought the world of. He was prede-
ceased by his wife, Kathleen Marks in 
2001. He is also survived by one brother 
and two sisters, Frank, Rose and Helen; 
and was predeceased by two brothers 
and two sisters, Lawrence, Melville, Ruth 
and Anna Mae. A Memorial Mass will be 
offered 2 pm, Saturday, January 7, at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 137 N. Divi-
sion St., Peekskill. 

Obituaries

 

The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price 
914-739-4404 
  
The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments starting at $1000 
914-941-7300 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 

Phyllis B. Dillon
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We Make Warm Friends
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

A New Year Starts, the Old One Ends
Call Sclafani

• Mother of 12-year-old Autistic boy twins 
at odds with Lakeland School District over 
busing.
• Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace pro-
poses no tax increase in 2017 Yorktown 
budget.
• Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi releas-
es 2017 budget with two percent tax hike.

November
• Donald Trump stuns the world by being 
elected the 45th president of the United 
States, defeating Chappaqua resident Hil-
lary Clinton despite losing the popular vote 
by three million votes.
• Residents debate proposed changes to 
Shrub Oak service station.
• State Senator Terrence Murphy is elected 
to a second two-year term in the 40th Dis-
trict.
• State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef is 
elected to a 13th two-year term in the 95th 
Assembly District.
• State Senator David Carlucci is elected to a 
fourth term in the 38th District.
• Kevin Byrne defeats Yorktown resident 
Brian Higbie to replace exiting Assembly-
man Steve Katz.
• Incumbent Croton Village Board of Trus-
tees members Ann Gallelli and Brian Pugh 
are reelected.

• Mahopac teenager Cullen Malzo saves the 
lives of two teen girls whose vehicle plunged 
into Lake Mahopac.
• Annual Veterans Day Parade is held in 
Shrub Oak.
• Melissa Loehr makes history by being ap-
pointed the first female city court judge by 
the Democratic majority of the Peekskill 
Common Council.
• Seventeen veterans are inducted into Sena-
tor Murphy’s Hall of Fame.
• A high school teacher who resides in Som-
ers was charged last week with allegedly 
possessing and receiving child pornography. 
• Ossining Village Board last week voted 
3-2 in favor of instructing the village engi-

neer to move forward with the design of a 
roundabout project in the downtown busi-
ness district.

December
• Groundbreaking ceremony is held for new 
Central Fire Station in Peekskill. 
• Cortlandt officials, veterans and friends, 
family and classmates of U.S. Army Pvt. 
Henry Bethea gather at Steamboat River-
front Park in Verplanck to dedicate a bench 
in the soldier’s memory.
• Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel McCarthy 
issues a ruling finding the so-called “Mon-
trose 9” protestors who were arrested last 

November for blocking access to Spectra 
Energy’s construction yard on Route 9A 
guilty of disorderly conduct.
• Former Yorktown Supervisor Susan Siegel 
files a lawsuit challenging the new tree or-
dinance adopted by the Yorktown Town 
Board in September.
• Yorktown officials boasted last week of 
capturing on camera the driver of a vehicle 
on Wood Street throwing a bag of garbage 
out the window, the first person caught un-
der town’s historic anti-littering law.
• St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Mohe-
gan Lake seeks funding to complete a new 
building that houses the only food pantry in 
the area and other community needs.

2016: Local Year in Review
continued from page 5

By Rick Pezzullo
A Somers teenager was arrested by State 

Police December 29 for break-
ing into a home in North Salem 
and setting fire inside.

Jeremiah Healy, 17, was 
charged with arson in the third 
degree (a Class C felony), bur-
glary in the second degree (a 
Class C felony) and criminal 
mischief in the second degree (a 
Class D felony) after unlawfully 
entering a home on Fox Den 

Lane in North Salem on December 10.
Police from the Somers barracks were 

called to respond to a burglary 
complaint. An interview with 
the homeowner revealed upon 
his arrival at his home he ob-
served an unfamiliar vehicle 
pulling out of his driveway. The 
home was subsequently found 
to have a broken kitchen win-
dow and fire damage to the in-
terior.

With assistance from the 

Westchester County Fire Cause and Origin 
Team, it was determined a flammable ac-
celerant was spread in several areas of the 
home. Based on a description of the vehi-
cle, police investigators were able to iden-
tify Healy, who they said deliberately set the 
house on fire with gasoline.

Police noted the homeowner and Healy 
were not acquainted with each other. Hea-
ly was arraigned in Town of North Salem 
Court and released on $2,000 bail. He is 
scheduled to reappear in court on January 9.

Somers Teen Charged with Setting Fire to North Salem Home

Jeremiah Healy
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of

Salute to Support Connection for 20 
years of unmatched service to women 
with breast and ovarian cancer, and their 
families.

Salute to This Is Me Foundation 
founders Lauren and Caitlin Brady for 
the last six years bringing attention to 
the little-known condition alopecia that 
affects so many.

Salvo to the U.S. Coast Guard for 
blindsiding dozens of municipalities 
along the Hudson River with a proposal 
to anchor large barges and refusing to 
provide additional information about its 
plans.

Salvo to Cortlandt Town Justice Dan-
iel McCarthy for taking five months 
to render a decision on the case of the 
“Montrose 9” accused trespassers who 
blocked a driveway to a work yard for 
Spectra Energy, and then taking the easy 
way out by issuing his ruling in writing 
instead of verbally to the protestors and 
their supporters who gathered at Cort-
landt Town Hall.

Salute to municipalities that give resi-
dents and visitors a break during the 

holiday season with free parking, a small 
gesture that also benefits local merchants.

Salute to President Barack Obama for 
eight years of representing the United 
States with the grace, dignity and class that 
the highest office in the nation commands.

Salvo to citizens who chose not to 
vote in the November presidential elec-
tion, and those who bought into the fear-
mongering rhetoric of a candidate who 
has already demonstrated he is unquali-
fied and unfit to lead this country.

Salvo! (with an exclamation point) to 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences for not giving Sylvester Stallone 
a much-deserved Oscar for Supporting 
Actor for his role in Creed.

Salute to Peekskill Police Chief Eric 
Johansen for being able to balance pro-
tecting a small city with challenging 
problems and being highly visible and 
accessible in the community.

Salvo to gas stations that charge more 
to motorists who choose to pay with 
credit cards instead of cash.

Salute to Yorktown Councilman Vish-
nu Patel for being a tireless supporter of 

local scouts and their accomplishments.
Salvo to the Yorktown Town Board for 

refusing to use microphones at work ses-
sions.

Salute to the majority of employees at 
ShopRite in Cortlandt for their friendli-
ness and willingness to help customers, 
notably the Customer Service Desk staff, 
seafood workers, Milton and Elizabeth.

Salute to watchdogs Ed Ciffone and 
George Ondek for not being afraid to 
pose tough questions to government 
leaders despite often being ridiculed.

Salute to Lakeland Field Hockey 
Coach Sharon Sarsen on winning an 
eight-straight NYS championships.

Salute to Ossining Girls’ Basketball 
Coach Dan Ricci for winning a fourth-
straight NYS championship, his first Fed-
eration title and his induction into the 
Westchester Sports Hall of Fame.

Salute to Somers Football Coach Tony 
DeMatteo for winning his second NYS 
championship, first ever at Somers.

Salute to Panas Volleyball Coach Joe 
Felipe for winning the lone NYS champi-
onship in Panther history.

Salvo to those at Somers High who 
shooed away girls’ basketball Coach 
Kristi Dini after she won Coach of the 
Year honors and the most wins in school 
history for girls’ hoops.

Salute to Somers Boys’ Soccer Coach 
Brian Lanzetta for winning a NYS title in 
his rookie season with the Tuskers.

Salute to Somers for winning three 
Section 1 titles in one season (football, 
boys’ soccer, cross country).

Salute to seven-time NYS champion 
Yorktown lacrosse for doing what the 
Huskers have done more than any sports 
program in the area; winning a 39th sec-
tional title since 1972.

Salute to the Lakeland/Panas boys’ lax 
team for turning what was a dismal 2015 
season into a Section 1 championship 
season in 2016.

Salute to all law enforcement and 
emergency service workers whose efforts 
can never be taken for granted.

Salute to local businesses and other 
advertisers who make the weekly pub-
lication of this community newspaper 
possible.

Salutes and Salvos
A Sizeable Sampling of Salutes and Salvos for 2016

To the Editor:
This past December, Yorktown’s Su-

pervisor Michael Grace and Council-
men Bernard, Diana, and Lachterman 
voted to stop collecting the $30 Open 
Space Fee. Their reasons were “We have 
enough green space, so it is no longer 
needed” and “We don’t have any pieces 
of property that we want to buy.” These 
statements are opinions, not facts. Par-
cels of land were brought to the town’s at-
tention and ignored because that’s what 
they preferred to do.

Sounds like it has more to do with taking 

$400,000.00 from the Open Space Fund 
and using it to shore up the town’s budget 
to keep it within the 2% property tax cap. 

Forgotten is the promise of September 
5, 2000 at the Yorktown Board Meeting 
when Supervisor Linda Cooper said the 
$30 Open Space Fee would be collected 
“FOREVER.” The philosophy being that 
Yorktown will continually preserve open 
green space. Also, at this meeting Mr. 
Bruce Barber shared the results of the 
town-wide survey, which stated that 85% 
of Yorktown residents were in favor of this 
fee and wanted to preserve open space. 

What’s in a motto? Yonkers...“The City 
of Gracious Living,” is a lot less gracious 
now. The Bronx...“Yield Not To Evil,” is a 
lot less virtuous now. I lived in both and 
like many, moved to Yorktown’s open 
green space.

Yorktown’s motto is “Progress with Pres-
ervation.” But if Progress is our main fo-

cus, we will surely lose Preservation. And 
I don’t hear much talk of preservation at 
Town Hall. There will always be real estate 
developers and lawyers who think preser-
vation gets in their way of business.

Happy New Year and enjoy nature.
MichaEl anglEy

yorktown heights

Letters to the Editor
Yorktown’s $30 Open Space Fee

To the Editor:
Supervisor Michael Grace has qui-

etly lodged two separate lawsuits against 
the Town of Yorktown in Westchester 
Supreme Court in his second attempt 
to reduce his property assessment on 2 
Hanover Street properties he owns. It’s 
like t.v’s Andy Griffith suing Mayberry 
behind Aunt Bea’s back.  

 Questions were raised by United Tax-
payers of Yorktown in late 2015 concern-
ing whether Grace’s business property, 
across from Town Hall, was incorrectly 
assessed for years at a residential rather 
than commercial rate.  When the Asses-
sor charged residential rates for Grace’s 
arguably commercial property there 
were no problems or lawsuits. When the 
Assessor reviewed this assessment pecu-
liarity and concluded that Grace owed 
no tax penalties there were no problems 
or lawsuits. When the Assessor finally 

got it right and charged residential rates 
for Grace’s residential properties why 
did that suddenly become a problem for 
Grace and a reason for lawsuits? 

 Ironically, the Town Board has previ-
ously publicly chastised anyone that sued 
Yorktown as not being civic minded.

 Will the Town Attorney, Michael Mc-
Dermott vigorously defend Yorktown 
against Supervisor Grace’s lawsuit as he 
said about legal challenges to the Open 
Meeting Law and new Tree Law? Does this 
administration have a double standard?  

 If Supervisor Grace’s property taxes 
are too high it reasons that everyone’s 
taxes are too high. Grace has focused on 
lowering his own taxes. The Town Board 
should concentrate on substantially low-
ering everybody’s property taxes and 
hasn’t.  Have taxpayers become the for-
gotten men and women of Yorktown?

DaviD WiTkoWich

Yorktown is No Mayberry
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By Neal Rentz
The NY Dance Faktory has been a 

popular business located on Route 202 in 
Cortlandt for the past four years.

But the business is scheduled to move 
to downtown Putnam Valley, with classes 
beginning on January 2.

Peekskill resident Cindy Hadjidion 
explained last week why she decided to 
move her establishment. “It was a good 
opportunity that came at the right time. 
My lease was up at the end of the year,” 
she said. “It’s a great, great location.” 

The new site is about five times as 
large as the roughly 1,000-square-foot 
Cortlandt location, she said. The bigger 
location will now allow her to offer two 
classes that can take place at the same 
time because there will be two studios.

To mark its move to Putnam Valley, 
NY Dance Faktory will host an open 
house on Sunday, January 8. Free classes 
for all ages will be held all day at the open 
house. “People can come in and look 
around. They can take a class. There’s 
giveaways,” Hadjidion said.

Hadjidion said her clients are excited 
about the move to Putnam Valley, with 
the new site being more convenient for 
some of them. But for even those clients 

who will have travel a bit further to the 
new site they support the move “because 
the space is just beautiful and the kids 
are going to get more out of it being in a 
larger location,” she said, adding that she 
has not lost any clients as a result of the 
move. NY Dance Faktory will continue 
to offer classes for all ages at its new 
location. 

Hadjidion said 
part of the name 
of her business 
is Faktory, rather 
than Factory “to 
be different.” In 
addition, about 
nine year ago she 
c h ore o g r aph e d 
and produced a 
hip hop video for 
children called 
“Funk Faktory.” 

NY Dance 
Faktory is the 
first business 
Hadjidion has 
owned. She 
opened her facility 
after teaching 
dance for two 

decades. “It was time for me to do my 
own thing,” she said. 

Hadjidion will continue to teach dance 
and fitness classes at the Putnam Valley 
location. Dance classes in all genres 
will be offered from age two through 
adulthood, while many fitness classes 
will also be provided. 

Hadjidion is the main choreographer 

for the competitive team made up of 
students at NY Dance Faktory and there 
are also specific Hip Hop competitive 
teams as well as the Junior Stars 
Performance Team, a non-completive 
group that performs every year at 
various local events. A year-end recital 
featuring students from the studio is held 
annually in May and various summer 
programs are also provided at the facility, 
she noted. Danielle Purdy, one of main 
teachers, also oversees several classes. 

Hadjidion said her experience is one of 
the keys to the success of her business. 
“I’ve been doing this a long time,” she 
said.

In addition to keeping her clients for 
many years, Hadjidion said, “I found 
ways to create new things for new 
customers. “

Hadjidion said she was looking 
forward to working in her new space. 
“I think the bigger space is going to be a 
great thing for all of us.”

NY Dance Faktory is located at 12 
Peekskill Hollow Rd. in Putnam Valley. 
For more information, visit http://
nydancefaktory.com. The business also 
has a Facebook page. 

ny Dance Faktory
Putnam valley

Businesses

of the Week

NeAl ReNtz photo
peekskill resident cindy hadjidion is moving NY Dance Faktory from cortlandt 
to putnam Valley this week.  
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Tuesday, Jan. 3
yorktown Museum Exhibit:  The York-

town Museum , 1974 Commerce St., is 
presenting through March an exhibit about 
BELIVING –What do you believe in? Or 
rather what did you believe in when you 
were young? The renowned miniaturists’ 
Carol and Neal Pruzan with the staff at the 
Yorktown Museum have assembled won-
derful scenes showing examples of Magic, 
the Tooth fairy, Dragons, Fairy Tales, & 
Love ~ to name a few. They also show the 
darker side of what we believe in such as 
Ghosts and Witches. Special notice should 
be taken of the Margaret Hamilton doll 
representing the Wicked Witch of the West 
from the movie “The Wizard of Oz” made 
by Sheila Kwartler. The museum is open on 
Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 
914-962-2970 or YorktownMuseum.org.

Free Medicare counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial Li-
brary in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Field Library in Peekskill. No appoint-
ments are necessary for the free service. 

Meet with a trained counselor for infor-
mation about Medicare Parts A, B and D, 
Medicare Advantage Plans, Medicare Sav-
ings Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center helpline with your questions at 914-
231-3260 and a counselor will return your 
call within two business days. For a listing 
of all eight SBIC centers in Westchester 
libraries, go to http://www.westchesterli-
braries.org/senior-benefits-information-
centers/. 

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare health 
and prescription plans, nutrition assist-
ance, the Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (HEAP), tax relief programs, and 
much more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in 
the second-floor conference room. Info: 

914-941-2416 Ext. 336.
healthy happy hour: Healthy Happy 

Hours are held on Tuesday nights in Ma-
hopac and another location may be added. 
Take a 10-day vacation from processed 
foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, 
addictive junk foods making you feel sick 
and tired? Then reset your metabolism and 
break your addictions to unhealthy foods. 
For more information contact Diane at 
914-843-8745.

hygeia Programs: Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community Ac-
upuncture is being held from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. The cost is $30. Come experience the 
beneficial effects of acupuncture in a group 
setting. Register: hyinhealth@gmail.com 
On the last Tuesday of the month from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Disorder Support 
Group, led by LCSW and clinical nutri-
tionist will be held.  Discuss and resolve is-
sues around relationships with food. Info/
register: hyinhealth@gmail.com or www.
hyinhealth.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Seniors’ Fitness classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who re-
side in Peekskill. The schedule is: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut – 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Prevention Class 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-
4250 Ext.1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs 
from the library.

PoUnD Program: POUNDTM Fitness 
Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio 
and stress relief jam session, fusing Pilates, 
cardio, plyometrics isometric movements 
and poses, is offered at Theatre and Dance 
Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop in or 
weekly discount rates available. The pro-
gram is being provided on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. 
Call Peggy for more information at 914 
960-4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just 
west of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 
Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Torah Studies:  Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the To-
rah studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 

you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as well 
as tackling timeless questions in the Jewish 
tradition. The classes are open to all, what-
ever your level of learning may be. The fee 
for the full season is $36, which includes 
textbook. Each class is independent. For 
more information, to view the topics of the 
classes, or to register call 914-962-1111.

Thursday, Jan.5 
Religion classes: A class on Talmud 

and the Ethics of our Sages ae being held 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Feel free to come - and to 
bring a friend - even if you cannot commit 
to coming to class weekly. We always wel-
come new participants. We meet (almost) 
every Thursday in the social hall on Thurs-
day mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon. No 
knowledge of Hebrew is expected, and no 
particular depth of Jewish knowledge is as-
sumed. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktown-
jewishcenter.org.

Emergency Preparedness Training: 
New York National Guard troops, in con-
junction with the New York State Divi-
sion of Homeland Security and Emer-
gency Services, will be presenting a free 
disaster preparedness class at the Somers 
Library. The presentation is sponsored by 
the Northeast Westchester Rotary Club in 
Katonah. The two-hour program begins 
at 1 p.m. at the library, which is located at 
82 Primrose St. (Route 139 in Reis Park). 
The event is opened to any interested citi-
zen and no sign-up in advance is required. 
The event is part of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
continuing Citizen Preparedness Corps 
Training Program, which provides citizens 
with the knowledge and tools to prepare 
for emergencies and disasters, respond ac-
cordingly, and recover as quickly as possi-
ble to pre-disaster conditions. For more in-
formation on the program and emergency 
preparedness, visit www.nyprepare.gov.

cancer Support group: A Breast and 
Ovarian Cancer Support Group meets 
on the first Thursday of the month, at 10 
a.m. in the Yorktown offices of Support 
Connection. 40 Triangle Center, Suite 
100, Yorktown. Advance registration is re-
quired for all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290. For a complete calendar of 
groups at all locations, visit www.support-
connection.org

Friday, Jan. 6
coloring For adults: It’s not just for kids, 

and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult color-
ing book club at the Somers Library Meet-
ings will be held in the conference room 
every Friday from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Relax, 
color, and socialize for free. Materials are 
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

Residential & Commercial Cell:  914-522-2076

For many years, I’ve had the pleasure of sharing
the great joys and challenges of home ownership
as I’ve written on these pages as 
“The Home Guru.”   

At the same time, as a Realtor, I’ve met and worked
with many buyers and sellers who have come to 
rely on my knowledge and experience when
it comes time to take that big step which
for most of us is life’s biggest investment.

If it’s that time for you, rely on the
Guru for utmost attention to detail.
To know more, visit:
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com.

Better yet, call me. 
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provided or you may bring your own color 
pencils and coloring books. Registration is 
not required. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second-floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritually 
engaging and warm feeling while follow-
ing traditional modes. All are welcome to 
our friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am 
is located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi at 
914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@
optonline.net 

Jewish center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Friday night Sabbath services at 6:15 p.m. 
and Sabbath services on Saturdays will be 
held at 9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays, after 
the services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah portion 
of the week.  Light refreshments are served 
and everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Saturday, Jan. 7
Putnam valley Shabbat Service:  Look-

ing for a modern Shabbat service steeped 
in Jewish tradition?   Come to Temple Is-
rael of Putnam Valley, a Conservative Egal-
itarian Synagogue situated on beautiful 
Lake Peekskill. Our inclusive, community-
lead services start at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays 
and are held in Hebrew and English. Enjoy 
a comfortable atmosphere where partici-
pation is appreciated, and afterwards stay 
for our delicious Kiddush lunch. Services 
are free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services. 
140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more 
information, visit or call (845) 528-2305.

 yorktown Shabbat Morning Services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown 
Rd., holds services on Saturday mornings. 
They are easy-to-follow services with He-
brew/English prayer books, a friendly en-
vironment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation visit www.ChabadYorktown.com.

Torah Study: Study Torah at Temple 
Beth Am will be held at 9 a.m.-All are 
invited to study Torah with our engaging 
Rabbi Robbie Weiner. Bagels and coffee are 
provided for all. No previous knowledge is 
required and all backgrounds are welcome. 
Temple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 

Pl. Yorktown. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 962-7500 or e-mail him at 
rabbiw@optonline.net.

ossining Farmers Market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is be-
ing held indoors through April 15 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 34 S. Highland Ave. Customers 
old and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 
breads, baked goods, and much more. For 
a full list of our markets and vendors, visit 

DowntoEarthMarkets.com.
hike The Farm: Hike the Farm will 

be held from 10 a.m. to noon at Muscoot 
Farm, Route 100, Somers. Ever wanted to 
see more of Muscoot? Meet at the recep-
tion center for a hike along the back roads 
of the farm. The program is for ages 8 and 
older. Info: 914-864-7282.

yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free program Yoga: A Path to-
ward Wellness will be held on Jan. 9, 16 and 
30 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jef-
ferson Valley. The program is open to people 
living with breast, ovarian and gynecologi-
cal cancers. To learn more or to pre-register, 
which is required, call Support Connection 
at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Sunday, Jan. 8
Great Women Artists: Great Women 

Artists of the 20th Century, a lecture by 
Marcy Freedman, who is an artist and art 
historian, will be presented by the Croton 
Council on the Arts as #10 in its “Consid-
ering the Arts” series. at 2 p.m.  at the Cro-
ton Free Library, 171 Cleveland Dr. The 
free event is open to the public. Info:  914-
271-5891 or www.crotonarts.org.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instruc-
tors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha 
Simpson at 914-319-4010.
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community, a place that meets its obliga-
tions and a county that can successfully and 
firmly stand up to an overzealous and over-
aggressive federal government on behalf of 
our cities, towns and villages.”

The only tasks remaining will be to file 
another Analysis of Impediments (AI), 
which addresses zoning, and to enhance the 
county’s marketing and outreach efforts, As-
torino said. Eight previous AIs have been re-
jected by HUD. The county and HUD have 
agreed to have an independent engineering 
and planning firm, VHB of White Plains, to 
write and submit the new analysis.

Calling those issues “peripheral,” Astori-
no anticipates those matters to be resolved 
in the next couple of months.

The settlement was reached by former 
county executive Andrew Spano, the result 
of a lawsuit brought in 2006 by the Man-
hattan-based Anti-Discrimination Center 
(ADC), a nonprofit organization that fights 
housing, employment and education dis-
crimination. The suit alleged that the county 
violated the False Claims Act by taking fed-
eral funds earmarked for housing without 
certifying that they were used to build hous-
ing. The Anti-Discrimination Center wasn’t 
a party to the settlement.

If the county failed to comply with the 
settlement, it risked millions of dollars in 
fines and penalties. Federal Judge Denise 

Cote, who has presided over the case, will 
ultimately determine if the county is in 
compliance. It is expected, however, that As-
torino will encounter far less opposition and 
a much friendlier administration in Wash-
ington once President-elect Donald Trump 
takes office Jan. 20.

Astorino, who was elected a few months 
after the settlement was reached, had con-
sistently been at odds with HUD and federal 
monitor James Johnson for attempting to 
portray the county as engaging in discrimi-
natory practices by perpetuating exclusion-
ary zoning that limits multifamily housing. 
During the past seven years there were nu-
merous court appearances on various dis-
putes. The issue often split along party lines 
among county officials.

During Astorino’s Dec. 27 press confer-
ence, the county executive took repeated 
swipes at critics, including HUD and John-
son. He said Westchester is the fourth most 
diverse county in the state based on the 
percentage of African-Americans and Lati-
nos that reside in the county. Furthermore, 
Westchester has been building affordable 
housing for more than 30 years.

The expense of acquiring property and 
the cost of construction in Westchester has 
been the biggest obstacle. Each new afford-
able unit costs $290,000 to build on average, 
Astorino said.

“Whether this settlement was in place or 

not, we were always going to build afford-
able housing, just not with the threat of the 
federal government over our heads,” As-
torino said.

“Contrary to what the federal govern-
ment was accusing, we actually had in place 
zoning in this county that could build af-
fordable housing, that could permit afford-
able housing to be built, and we said that 
from the very beginning,” he later added.

Astorino lauded various county depart-
ments, local municipal governments and 
developers for helping the county comply 
with the settlement. Builders William Balter 
and Lou Larizza and a group of supervisors 
from communities that were part of the set-
tlement attended the announcement.

Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace said 
he was pleased the county was able to meet 
the deadline to provide affordable housing. 
Under the settlement, the town contributed 
more than 50 units before the town board 
repealed the model ordinance.

County Legislator John Testa (R-Peek-
skill), the Board of Legislators’ minority 
leader, released a statement on behalf of the 
Republican caucus, echoing much of what 
Astorino said. Testa said he was hopeful 
that HUD will accept the new AI, which has 
been “arbitrarily rejected.”

He pointed out that the Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit concluded in 
September 2015 that there was no finding 

Westchester engaged in housing discrimi-
nation.

“The Republican Legislators are proud to 
stand with County Executive Astorino and 
our local communities in recognizing the 
completion of Westchester County’s obliga-
tions under the terms of the 2009 fair and 
affordable housing settlement,” Testa said. “I 
applaud the County Executive, the Westch-
ester County Planning Department and 
our municipal partners for not only meet-
ing but exceeding the requirement to build 
750 units of affordable Housing by the end 
of this year.”

Meanwhile, Democratic Majority Leader 
Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) in her state-
ment barely acknowledged Astorino mak-
ing any contribution to comply with the set-
tlement. She said it’s time for the county to 
focus on affordable housing for seniors and 
young adults.

“I’m encouraged that the County Ex-
ecutive will no longer be able to use this 
housing settlement as a politically divi-
sive way to further his personal ambi-
tions and that taxpayer money will no 
longer be spent on lawyers fighting with 
the federal government,” Borgia said. 
“The end of the settlement is a perfect 
opportunity to conduct a true, fact-based 
housing needs assessment to determine 
the types of housing needs to be built to 
meet the changing needs of our county.”

County Has Complied With Affordable Housing Settlement
continued from page 1

Thompson & Bender (T&B) celebrat-
ed its 30th anniversary as Westchester’s 
leading public relations/marketing/ad-
vertising firm during a recent gala recep-
tion for invited guests including clients 
past and present, friends and commu-
nity and government leaders. The event 
was held on Tuesday, December 20 at the 
Castle Hotel and Spa in Tarrytown. 

The firm’s principals -- Geoffrey 
Thompson, Dean Bender and Elizabeth 
Bracken-Thompson -- cite their work 
in the newspaper business along with 
maintaining a diverse client-base as key 
elements in the agency’s on-going suc-
cess.  Another hallmark of the agency 
is its commitment to giving back to the 
community.

One proof of the soundness of the 
formula has been the ability of T&B to 
weather the economic ups and downs 
that have made it difficult for many small 
businesses to survive.  The agency has 
worked with more than 170 clients as it 
focused on being a regionally-oriented 
player.  “Our goal was to be the experts, 
the leaders in the market we serve. It’s 
safe to say that we have accomplished 
that goal,” commented Geoff Thompson.  

“We have been fortunate that our cli-
ent-base has remained solid for all these 
years,” Thompson said. “Many have been 

with us for nearly our entire time in busi-
ness.  That’s something we’re very proud 
of.  It’s a sign that you are doing things 
right.  We have also had a remarkably 
stable, dedicated and loyal staff.  You 
aren’t going to be successful in a highly 
competitive business like ours without 
a strong support team.  We also have 
many vendors with whom we have had 
relationships from the start.  Perhaps it’s 
a cliché, but when it comes to Thompson 
& Bender, there is a true sense of family.  
We know that’s special and we value it.” 

The public relations arm of Thompson 
and Bender began with its two founders, 
Thompson and Bender, who spent 15 
years working as reporters and editors 
for the Gannett Suburban Newspaper 
(now The Journal News and lohud.com.)  
Thompson served as Business and Real 
Estate Editor and Bender as Assistant 
Business News Editor.  That experience 
provided them with an in-depth knowl-
edge of local and regional business and 
real estate communities and provided a 
platform upon which their business was 
built.

Another alumna of Gannett, Ms. 
Bracken-Thompson joined T&B in 1990 
as a partner bringing extensive market-
ing, advertising and community rela-
tions expertise that allowed the agency 

to greatly expand its range of services.  
While at Gannett, she was Vice President 
of Marketing for the then 10-daily news-
paper group and she held special assign-
ments including a role in the national 
launch of USA TODAY.

Thompson & Bender has worked on a 
wide range of public relations and mar-
keting campaigns and has earned them 
a reputation for handling major public 
relations strategies and challenges and 
the launch of many new products. Their 
many projects and clients include The 
Westchester mall, Westchester Coun-
ty Office of Economic Development, 
Westchester County Tourism & Film, 
NewYork-Presbyterian (all Westches-
ter locations), Westchester Community 
College, the Business Council of Westch-
ester, Cross County Shopping Center, 
Simone Development Companies, Fareri 
Associates, MacQuesten Development, 
Chappaqua Crossing, the French-Amer-
ican School of New York, the Food Bank 
for Westchester and ArtsWestchester. 

A strong commitment to the commu-
nity has also contributed to T&B’s suc-
cess.  Among her many volunteer roles, 
Bracken-Thompson served as Chairman 
of the Westchester Parks Foundation 
and currently serves on the board of The 
Hudson River Museum and the Business 

Council of Westchester.  She has also 
served on the board of the American 
Red Cross of Westchester, and found-
ing chairman of Go Red for Women 
at the American Heart Association in 
Westchester. Geoffrey Thompson has 
twice served as Board Chairman of The 
Teatown Lake Reservation, Westchester’s 
largest privately-owned environmental 
education center and nature conserv-
ancy, and is a noted leader in the area of 
open space preservation.  Dean Bender 
currently serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Building Owners and Manag-
ers Association.

Thompson & Bender has been recog-
nized by numerous organizations such 
as Junior Achievement of Westches-
ter, Food Bank for Westchester and the 
Westchester Parks Foundation. T&B was 
also named to the Westchester Business 
Hall of Fame.

Thompson & Bender began in White 
Plains in1986 and since 1997 has been 
headquartered in an 1890 Victorian 
house in Briarcliff Manor.  The partners 
are residents of Yorktown and Croton-
on-Hudson.

Thompson & Bender Marks 30 Years as PR Firm
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acRoSS
1. Gift decoration
4. Blubber
7. Global financial overseer
10. Medieval perhaps
11. Shock’s partner
12. Spanish for sun
13. Oahu garland
14. Demolitionist’s supply
15. “Alphabet series” author 
Grafton
16. Peekskill smoke eaters’ 
favorite grill
19. “Wheels”
20. ____ judicata
21. Ready
23. Highly collectible
24. Romanian monetary unit
25. Put one’s two cents in?
26. Unseated
29. “Wheel of Fortune” request
30. Purpose
31. It’s breathable
34. “... if I thought ___ help”
35. Woodstock drug
36. 2016 Olympics site, 
familiarly

37. Green Day song
38. Perjure
39. Joke

DoWn
1. “The Fresh Prince of ___-
Air”
2. Bonanza in a mine
3. Child of the streets
4. Persian governor
5. Rent recipient
6. One of Alcott’s little women
7. Mint, e.g.
8. Dessert
9. Hightail it
17. Cool down a lot
18. Electioneer
21. Statue base
22. Live
23. Lose hair
25. Mahopac fuel delivery 
service
26. Speaker’s place
27. Quiet time
28. Gloomy
32. Led Zeppelin album
33. Engine part

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

Across

1. Gift decoration

4. Blubber

7. Global financial overseer

10. Medieval perhaps

11. Shock's partner

12. Spanish for sun

13. Oahu garland

14. Demolitionist's supply

15. "Alphabet series" author Grafton

16. Peekskill smoke eaters' favorite grill

19. "Wheels"

20. ____ judicata

21. Ready

23. Highly collectible

24. Romanian monetary unit

25. Put one's two cents in?

26. Unseated

29. "Wheel of Fortune" request

30. Purpose

31. It's breathable

34. "... if I thought ___ help"

35. Woodstock drug

36. 2016 Olympics site, familiarly

37. Green Day song

38. Perjure

39. Joke

Down

1. "The Fresh Prince of ___-Air"

2. Bonanza in a mine

3. Child of the streets

4. Persian governor

5. Rent recipient

6. One of Alcott's little women

7. Mint, e.g.

8. Dessert

9. Hightail it

17. Cool down a lot

18. Electioneer

21. Statue base

22. Live

23. Lose hair

25. Mahopac fuel delivery service

26. Speaker's place

27. Quiet time

28. Gloomy

32. Led Zeppelin album

33. Engine part

Crossword

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002
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$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2017.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2018 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2018.
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914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Solution from last week’s puzzle

ESTATE SALE 
Friday Jan. 6  • Saturday Jan. 7, 9am-4pm 

Katonah, 16 Bedford Road Apt. 1 (around side door) 
Antique English Cabinet, Corner Cabinet, Oak Lion 
Claw Kitchen Table & Chairs, Knoll Sofa & Chairs, 
Twin Bed, PA House Armoire, Patio Furniture, Art, 

Designer Handbags, Scarfs & Clothes-Michael Kors, 
Furla, A. Papel, Badgley Mischka, Zohar. Jewelry, 

Books-Art, Cookbooks, Kitchenware, Lladro, Pottery, 
Rosenthal, MCM Collectables, Linens, Antique Mirror, 

Bakers Rack, Tools ++PricedToSell
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OFFERING CREDIT AND 
NON-CREDIT CLASSES 
IN PEEKSKILL
The Peekskill Extension is one of the Hudson 

Valley’s premier resources located in downtown 

Peekskill at 27 North Division Street. This Center 

o�ers 3-credit General Education courses and 

Digital Arts.  The Center also o�ers a specialized 

non-credit certificate and related courses in User 

Experience (UX) Design as well as ESL and other 

student services.  Learn in a state-of-the-art 

facility equipped with a Maker Space outfitted 

with 3D printing.

Westchester Community College
PEEKSKILL EXTENSION CENTER

914-606-7300 ▪ sunywcc.edu/peekskill
peekskill@sunywcc.edu

Having just arranged to have my gut-
ters cleaned of the leaves that accumu-
lated there during the fall season, I am 
reminded of another issue concerning 
care of a home’s roof that is of utmost im-
portance as we approach a snowy winter:  
the prospect of ice dams.

When I moved from the city 
to a home in the suburbs, I re-
ally enjoyed our first winter of 
heavy snow. I remember that 
when I build a snow man for my 
four-year-old daughter, it stayed 
clean, fresh and white, rather 
than being speckled with black 
soot like the one I had built the 
year before in Brooklyn.

I also remember looking up 
at the roof line on the northern 
side of my house and admiring 
the icicles hanging from the fas-
cia and gutters, thinking that they added 
interest to the wintry scene, much like 
a perfect 19th century Currier and Ives 
print.

Little did I know, naïve as I was as a 
homeowner at that time, that icicles were 
a byproduct of an ice dam, that winter 
roof phenomenon that can cause leak-
age into the house, damaging insulation, 
ceilings and walls. And that’s exactly 
what happened to me, in a year full of 
surprises as the new owner of an antique 

house.  
I’ve since learned that ice dams form 

in a complex interaction resulting from 
heat loss from a house, snow cover and 
outside temperature. What happens is 
that snow on the upper part of the roof, 

where the temperature might be 
above 32 degrees F, melts and 
flows down to the lower part of 
the roof where the temperature 
might be below 32 degrees, and 
there it freezes to form the ice 

dam. 
The dam continues to grow 

while the water trapped behind 
it finds cracks and openings in 
the exterior roof covering, drip-
ping into the attic space and, 
from there, flowing into the ex-
terior walls and ceiling. It can be 
a mess.  

The solution is complicated because a 
number of factors can contribute to the 
possibility of ice dams, including exhaust 
systems that come from our bathrooms 
and kitchens, recessed lights, skylights, 
complicated roof designs, and heating 
ducts in the attic.

Once an ice dam happens there is little 
that can be done for an immediate reme-
dy. Trying to break the ice dam physically 
can do more damage than the dam itself. 
That first year, one well-meaning neigh-

bor suggested that, next time it snowed, I 
should physically remove the snow from 
the north side of my roof with a roof rake 
and push broom. Sure thing, I thought, 
all I have to do is climb on the roof when 
it’s snowing. That suicidal I’m not.

Another possibility is to make chan-
nels through the ice dam where water 
can run through them to the ground. But 
that too can be a dangerous proposition.

On many homes you see electric ca-
bles along the ridge of the roof and, while 
some roofers say they may be dangerous 
if the wires wear thin, several homeown-
ers who have them have told me that 
they work fine and, at less than $1 a lin-
ear foot, make a cheap and quick fix. But 
that doesn’t fix the problem long term.

If you have the problem, the best long-
term action is to call in a contractor who 
should check to see that your ceiling is 
air-tight so that no warm, moist air can 
flow from the house into the attic space. 
After that, it can help to increase the ceil-
ing/roof insulation to cut down on heat 
loss by conduction. That’s what I did and 
it worked.

If you live in a relatively new home, 
you’re probably the beneficiary of state 
codes for proper ceiling/roof insulation 
levels that all but eliminate the possibility 
of an ice dam. Or, if you live in a house 
with a high-pitched roof, the problem is 

less likely to occur.
But if you are a homeowner with a 

lower-pitched roof and you see that omi-
nous build-up of ice and icicles, call in 
a contractor to assess the situation and 
address it. 

In the meantime, if you experience 
leakage from an ice dam into your house 
this winter, wait until the ceiling and 
walls have totally dried out before you 
attempt any repair work. But, more im-
portantly, interior repair should be done 
in concert with correcting the heat loss 
problem that created the ice dam in the 
first place or the damage will occur again.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeG-
uru.com. To engage the services of The 
Home Guru to market your home for 
sale, call (914) 522-2076.

Roof Ice Dams, A Damned Nuisance, Must Be Considered
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010317

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment 
in Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 

John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
October 17, 2016. Office location: West-
chester County, New York. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess accepted on behalf of the LLC 
served upon him or her to: 103 Skyview 
Lane, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UN-
DERSTORY BREWING LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567.  Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and the SSNY 
shall forward process to Understory 
Brewing LLC, c/o Corporate Filings of 
New York, 90 State Street, Suite 700, 
Office 40, Albany, NY  12207.  Purpose: 
any lawful business purpose for which 
LLCs may be organized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 
Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 

Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Yorktown Clings to 
No.1 as New Year Rings

Brewster Crowned 
Champs at Hastings Tourney

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

We’ve seen some good, some bad and 
some UFO’s flying about the hardwood 
as the early portion of the Section 1 
boys’ hoops season tips off in Northern 
Westchester/Putnam County, but one 
can only hope we’ve worked out the rust 
and begin to churn out some well-oiled 
machines in and about the NWE/Putnam 
region. With some more reaction on what 
we can expect as 2016 turns to 2017, we 
offer this meaningless poll, which really 
means nothing but sheds some reality on 
the first third of the season. It’s all about 
February 27th and whether or not anyone 
is standing on the floor of the Mecca, 
the Westchester County Center, during 
Championship Week, and we don’t see a 
whole lot of contenders in our midst as 
we flip the script on the new year, and 
here’s to hoping y’all have a great one.
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 YORKTOWN – Ok, ok… we’ve 
been on you guys since Day 1, don’t let us 
down now as the league slate heats up with 
Ossining (Jan.4) and then an interesting 
visit from neighboring Lakeland on 
Jan.7th. Any chance the Hornets or the 
Pride, who are on the fringe of this poll, 
figure out a way to knock the Class AA 
Huskers (6-0) from the ranks of the 
unbeaten? That would throw this poll for 
a loop.

No.2 HEN HUD – Totally not sure if 
the Class A Sailors (4-2) are gonna have 
what it takes to fend off Lourdes, Sleepy 
and Peekskill this coming week, but 
anything less than 2-1 in those 3 games 
will be a direct indication of whether or 
not the Sailors are legit contenders for the 
League II-E crown.

No.3 PEEKSKILL – Oh, please don’t 
make me and my main man DJ Pete 
Peterson wait another year for the Red 
Devils (5-3) to climb back among the 
ranks of plausible Class A title contenders. 
Let this start be true!

No.4 SOMERS – 12-4, that’s our goal 

for y’all before the Tuskers (4-3) meet up 
with Byram Hills on Feb.7th. If indeed 
Somers is as good as we hear it is, then it’s 
time to put up. 

No.5 CROTON – Tigers (6-1) are off 
to blazing start but two tilts with Briarcliff 
between 1/11 and 1/27 – plus games 
against Pleasantville and Valhalla in 
between – will surely tell us where Coach 
Martucci’s Tigers really stand in Class B.

HM PANAS – Excited to see which 
Panther (4-4) team shows up Wed. against 
visiting Somers; the one that wins games 
by an average of 17.2 PPG or the one that 
loses by 12.2 #SMH.

Carmel’s Brian Harlin dropped nine points on 
three 3’s in Rams’ 37-30 loss to visiting Pelham 
Thursday. “Defensively, the whole team was 
awesome,” Rams Coach John Venditto said. “We 
took charges, rebounded as a team and really 
outplayed them, but we couldn’t buy a bucket and 
we had lots of  good looks.”
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By Tony Pinciaro
BREWSTER travelled to Hastings for 

the John Costello Holiday Tournament 
and the Bears displayed a defensive ferocity 
that tamed their opponents’ offense.

The Bears beat Riverside, by 22 points, 
and Hastings, by 15 points in the final. 
Both teams were limited to 40 points 
apiece

“This was a 
great game for 
us, in fact, we 
were able to 
get everyone 
in the game 
by the second 
quarter,” said 
B r e w s t e r 
coach Mike 
C a s t a l d o 
of the 62-
40 win over 
R i v e r s i d e . 
“We did a 
great job 
of forcing 
tough shots, 
rebounding 
and running 
on them.”

Meagan Beal 
and Jess Miele 
each had 12 
points, Maggie 
DePaoli netted 
11 points and Julia Borsari added 10.

Despite what Castaldo said was a 
sluggish start on the offensive end, the 
defense was energetic.

“Defensively, we were able to do a great 
job rebounding and getting ahead in 
transition and we were able to get a lot 
of easy buckets because of our defensive 
pressure,” Castaldo said.

Julia Borsari finished with 20 points and 
was named the tournament MVP.

“Julia was a force down low, grabbing 
10 rebounds, and she also hit several jump 
shots from the outside which made her 
even more difficult to guard,” Castaldo 

said.
Maggie DePaoli contributed 15 points 

and Miele had 11 points and earned All-
Tournament honors.

Following a stunning 83-73 loss 
to Baldwin (L.I.) in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament, which halted OSSINING’s 
four-year winning streak over New York 
State opponents, coach Dan Ricci and his 
team went to the videotape.

“We went in the next day and watched 
ourselves on film,” Ricci said. “I tried to 
point out how much we got outhustled 
and outworked. We made it clear to the 
girls that this could not continue.”

Ossining rebounded with a convincing 
86-64 victory over Bishop Loughlin the 
next day, including a milestone as Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter scored 51 points. She 
became the second Ossining standout to 
surpass 2,000 career points, joining Saniya 
Chong.

 The Pride are 7-2 and resume 
Wednesday against Fox Lane.

“Baldwin outworked us and made all 
the hustle plays,” Ricci said. “We came out 
too passive to start the game. We needed 
to match or surpass our opponents’ energy 
at all times.” 

That energy was initiated by Espinoza-
Hunter, who also finished with 13 
rebounds against Bishop Loughlin. Kelsey 
Quain added 12 points, Kailah Harris 
contributed nine points and six rebounds 
and Jaida Strippoli had seven points and 
eight assists.

SOMERS opened the Slam Dunk 
Tournament with a 54-49 victory over 
Cardinal Spellman as Hannah Angelini 
finished with a game-high 17 points and 
Liv Lipski chipped in 16 points. Somers 
Coach Marc Hattem said Jackie Penzo and 
Dani DiCintio made four free throws to 
seal the victory.

The Tuskers advanced to the final, 
but lost a defensive struggle to Monroe-
Woodbury, 38-35. The Crusaders are the 
2016 Section 9 Class AA champions.

Livy Rozensweig led Somers with eight 
points and 12 rebounds. 

Somers G Liv Lipski and 
Tuskers suffered a 38-35 loss 
to Monroe-Woodbury in Slam 
Dunk tourney last week.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO



FOOTBALL
Somers RB, Messiah Horne & Somers 

WR, Matty Pires 
It’s simply impossible to 

distinguish which one meant 
more to the 2016 NYS Class 
A champion Tuskers (12-1), 
winners of the first NYS grid title 
in school history. If there was 
ever a yin to someone’s yang, 
here you have it.

Nobody likes co-MVP’s, 
as its often a copout, but in 
this particular case the senior 
dynamic duo truly fed off one 
another in a mix of power and 
misdirection that had opposing 
defenses perplexed, to say the 
least. After a somewhat sluggish 
start by his standards (just 2 
TDs and 270 yards through 
3 games), the affable Messiah 
Horne rushed for 10 straight 
100+-yard games, including 
five of 200 yards or more. His 
2,254 yards, are the third most 
in a single season by a Section 
1 RB, trailing the junior and 
senior seasons of Harrison's 
Sammy ‘The Bull’ Maldonado 
(Ohio State/Maryland). 

Horne’s 30 touchdowns and yards in a single 
season are a school records that may never be 
broke and his fourth-quarter effort against 
Burnt Hills in the NYS semis is the stuff of 

legend. (He opened the fourth with an 80-
yard touchdown jaunt and then went for 52, 
39 and 50 yards on his last three carries, two 
of which went for scores.)

Matty Pires, 
equally cordial to his partner 
in crime, converted receptions 
into TDs at an alarming rate; an 
unthinkable one score for every 
2.07 catches (27 catches for 13 
TDs and 873 yards, 32.3 yards per 
grab). He also rushed 35 times 
for nine TDs (including 3 in the 
state semis and finals) and 636 
yards, averaging an eye-popping 
18.2 yards per carry. Throw in 
special teams and defensive 
scores and Pires had a combined 
25 touchdowns. He’s also a rare 
three-sport (baseball, hoops) 
bigwig and a humble soul to 
boot.

When reviewed, it’s easy to 
see that co-MVP’s is certainly 
not a copout, as the two will 
-- arguably and statistically 
-- go down in history as the 
most explosive pair of players 
on any one team in Section 1 
history, per legendary two-
time NYS champion Coach 

Tony DeMatteo. “As far as I can remember, I 
don’t know of two more explosive players on 
any one team in the history of Section 1 than 
Messiah and Matt,” the 74-year-old, 48-year 
veteran coach said.
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Matty Pires 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

@Directrays
In what could only be recognized as one 

of the most illustrious overall seasons in 
Section 1 sports history, Somers High did 

more damage than perhaps any school ever 
has in a single sports season: The Tuskers 

were a one-school wrecking crew, winning 
two NYSPHSAA championships (football & 
boys’ soccer), three Section 1 championships 

(boys’ cross country) and one Section 1  
runner-up (girls’ soccer). 

The Lakeland School District, which houses 
both Lakeland and Walter Panas, was a close 

second, snaring a pair of state titles:  
Lakeland field hockey won its  

8th-straight NYS crown while Panas  
volleyball won the first NYS team title  

in any sport in school history. 
As we close the book on the finest autumn 

in the history of Northern Westchester 
County sports and enter the New Year 

(happy, happy, y’all!), here’s a  
look back at the exemplary  

‘Faces of Fall’; those MVP’s that  
mattered most to the vintage efforts  

of their respective programs.

Faces of Fall! 
MVP Honor Roll  

for Exemplary 
Autumn Season

Messiah Horne



FIELD HOCKEY
Lakeland D, Mia Lennon 

In places like Mamaroneck and Rye – 
Section 1 juggernauts–they called Mia 
Lennon ‘The Wall’ because few if any ever 
cracked through the Lennon-led Lakeland 
defense en route to an unprecedented 
8th-straight NYS Class B championship. 
Lennon, a four-year senior captain, was 
the unquestioned leader of a Hornet unit 
that went 22-0-2 this season and extended 
its unbeaten streak against NYS foes to an 
incomparable 185.

When everyone said the Hornets were 
finally coming back to the pack this 
season, the effervescent Lennon kept the 
distance between the Ryes and Garden 
Citys of the world. The Hornets allowed 
just five goals this season and Lennon, 

who also scored 11 goals 
and dished nine assists this 
year (including the assist 
in Lakeland’s 1-0 state title 
win), was rewarded with 
an All-American nod, one 
of just two from Section 
1. Lakeland Coach Sharon 
Sarsen called University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst-
bound Lennon among the 
finest defenders in Lakeland 
history. “Mia is top notch, 
one of the best to ever play 
at Lakeland,” the legendary 
Sars said.
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BOYS SOCCER
Somers M, Jack Maher 

The 2016 NYS Class A champion 
Tuskers (20-2-2) don’t get out of 
the Section 1 semis if not for the 
heroics of All-NYS senior captain 
Jack Maher, a four-year stalwart at 
midfield. Opposing teams had to 
account for his every move, lest they 
be caught with their draws down, as 
was Byram Hills when Maher (17G, 
9A) drew a pair of penalty kicks in 
the waning moments and converted 
both for a sterling 2-1 triumph, 
which enabled the upstart Tuskers 
to survive and advance all the way 
to the state finals where Somers 
then won its lone boys’ NYS soccer 
championship. Along the way, a 
stoic and focused Maher scored the 
winning goal in overtime to defeat 
Amityville 1-0 in the state semis. First-
year Somers Coach Brian Lanzetta, who 

had another strong MVP candidate in 
All-NYS G Kenny Kurtz, simply stated, 
“Jack Maher just killed it for us all year.”

CROSS COUNTRY
Somers X-C, Matt Fusco 

& Greg Fusco 
When less than one/half a second 

separates two twins in a major cross 
country race, the razor-thin difference 
is hard to differentiate, which brings 
us to Somers juniors Matt Fusco and 
Greg Fusco, who finished second 
and third, respectively, in 16:39.80 
(Matt) and 16:40.10 (Greg), as the 
Somers doubles led the Tuskers to 
their third Section 1 Class B cross 
country title, beating Pearl River by 
10 points in a 15-team field. 

GIRLS SOCCER
Somers M, Melina Couzis 

The All-NYS M Melina Couzis’ season 
was cut short in the sectional finals after 
a gut-wrenching 2-1 loss to Pearl River, 
which may sting forevermore, but that 
will hardly tarnish a four-year career that 
bore witness to two Section 1 titles, a 
72-5-3 record and a state championship 
in 2014. The senior finished with 17 
goals and 26 assists and could have had 
plenty more if the Tuskers hadn’t pulled 
back the reigns on many occasions this 
year. Likewise, her 60 career goals and 
63 assists as a Tusker could have been 
much greater for the U-Conn-bound 
captain. Somers Coach Paul Saia said 
of the feisty Couzis, “Melina scores, 
passes to set up teammates, defends 
with the best players in the state and 
makes everyone around her better. She 
will do whatever it takes to lead her 
team to victory.”

VOLLEYBALL
Walter Panas OH, Yvette Burcescu

It’s hard to stand out on a Panas team 
(21-0) loaded with star power, but there 
is no denying the legacy of Panas junior 
Yvette Burcescu, who will go down in 
Panther history as perhaps the finest 
female athlete ever, not just the greatest 
volleyball player. The 6’2” junior two-
time All-American has a serve that, 
at times, is unstoppable (165 aces), 
and her play at the net (663 kills or 
5.1 per set) may well be the best in 
Section 1 history; ultimately leading 
Panas to the school’s first NYS Class 
A championship in any team sport. 
It’s hard to fathom that the best is 
yet to come for Burcescu and her 
teammates, who now set their sights 
on an encore performance in the 
fall of 2017 under Coach Joe Felipe, 
who has often acknowledged the 
determined DI-bound Burcescu as 
the program’s finest overall athlete 
and a weapon like no other.

Matt Fusco & Greg Fusco
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START NOW!
• Over 60 Group Exercise Classes 
   Including Yoga, Pilates, Spin, 
   Zumba, BODYPLUMP & More!
• Free Weight, Cardio Deck & 
  Women’s Fitness
• Basketball, Tennis & Soccer Turf
• Nursery & Towel Service
• And MUCH MORE!
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