
By Rick Pezzullo
The Indian Point nuclear power plants, 

which have been a fixture in the Village 
of Buchanan for more than 50 years and 
help provide electricity to several million 
homes and businesses in Westchester 
and the five boroughs of New York City, 
will close in 2021.

The stunning announcement was first 
reported in the New York Times Friday 
afternoon and confirmed Monday by 
Entergy, which purchased the contro-
versial plants 15 years ago, invested $1.3 
billion in safety improvements and has 
been seeking a 20-year license renewal 
from the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission since 2007 to continue op-
erating the facility.

“Key considerations in our decision to 
shut down Indian Point ahead of sched-
ule include sustained low current and 
projected wholesale energy prices that 
have reduced revenues, as well as in-
creased operating costs,” said Bill Mohl, 
president of Entergy Wholesale Com-
modities. “In addition, we foresee con-
tinuing costs for license renewal beyond 
the more than $200 million and 10 years 
we have already invested.”

An agreement to shut down the plants 
was worked out between Entergy, several 
New York State offices and agencies and 
Riverkeeper. Under the pact, Indian Point 
Unit 2 will cease operations as early as 
April 2020 and Unit 3 in April 2021. How-
ever, an emergency provision is included 
that could give Entergy an additional four 
years of service in the event of war, a sud-
den increase in electrical demand or a 
sudden shortage of electric energy.

“For 15 years, I have been deeply con

cerned by the continuing safety viola-
tions at Indian Point, especially given its 
location in the largest and most densely 
populated metropolitan region in the 
country,” Governor Andrew Cuomo 
said. “This administration has been ag-
gressively pursuing and incentivizing the 
development of clean, reliable energy, 
and the state is fully prepared to replace 
the power generated by the plant at a 
negligible cost to ratepayers.”

“Closure of Indian Point represents a 
landmark victory for the Hudson River 
and the people of New York,” said Scenic 
Hudson President Ned Sullivan. “Scenic 
Hudson has worked for decades to stop 
the massive environmental damage to the 
Hudson River caused by the plants’ with-
drawal of billions of gallons a day of cool-
ing water. The accelerated closure and oth-
er provisions of the settlement will protect 
the health and safety of New Yorkers and 

Covering Yorktown, Somers, Cortlandt, Croton-on-Hudson, Buchanan, Ossining and Peekskill 

   January 10 - January 16, 2017       SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                               Volume 9, Issue 369

FREE

Karate School 
Kicks Off New 
Spot... page 4 TheNORTHERN WESTCHESTER

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

Jefferson Valley 
(914) 250-2750

Briarcliff 
(914) 250-2134

HAPPY NEW YEAR
JoIN TODAY FOR ONLY

$20.17
AND WE WILL DONATE IT TO A FAVORITE LOCAL CHARITY.

*Offer starts 12/26/16; ends 1/31/17. Regular monthly dues apply. Member must designate one of the charities 
listed at www.clubfit.com/january at time of joining and be a member in good standing for 90 days. For each new 

eligible membership, Club Fit will make the donation by May 31, 2017. These charities have not endorsed or 
recommended Club Fit. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer.

w
w

w.
clu

bfi
t.c

om

By Rick Pezzullo
The so-called “Montrose 9” pipeline 

protestors remained defiant last week as 
they took turns criticizing Cortlandt Town 
Justice Daniel McCarthy for finding them 
guilty of disorderly conduct for blocking ac-
cess to Spectra Energy’s construction yard 
on Route 9A in November 2015.

The nine protestors could have faced 15 
days in jail for their actions, but McCarthy 
chose Friday to fine each $375 and order 
them to complete five hours of community 
service with a volunteer fire department or 
ambulance corps.

“You can’t say a fair hearing was not con-

Defiant Pipeline Protestors 
Lambast Cortlandt Judge 

Continued on page 13

Local Leaders Stunned by Bombshell; Reactions Mixed
Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants to Close in 2021

Many questions remain unanswered following announcement of  Indian Point in Buchanan shutting down.

Andrew Ryan addresses media and supporters 
outside Cortlandt Town Hall Friday after receiving 
his sentence for disorderly conduct.
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Q: Are there advances in cosmetic 
surgery for the body?    
A: Today’s techniques make possible faster recovery 
and dramatically less scarring, while minimizing 
surgical risk. These include replacing general anesthesia 
with local “tumescent” anesthesia, which improves 
safety, reduces post-op pain and speeds recovery. In 
addition, liposuction and lasers are used to supplement 
surgery, reducing scarring, improving results, and 
minimizing your downtime.

Q: What is the newest approach to liposuction?
A: The procedure involves the suctioned removal of 
fat from an area, after which the skin tightens up 
to assume the new contour. Now, lasers are used to 
tighten the skin’s undersurface during surgery so that 
post-op, the skin becomes taut faster, with less trauma. 
This means better results and faster healing. Most 
people return to work by the third day after surgery.   

Q: What is the latest technique for 
removing excess skin? 
A: A tummy tuck eliminates a bulge by lifting tissue 
and pulling it into the new position. Sometimes 
the abdominal muscles are also tightened. Today’s 

surgeons incorporate liposuction to remove fat in the 
area, minimizing the amount of skin removed. That 
results in less pain, smaller scars and faster recovery. 
The procedure usually involves an overnight hospital 
stay, and you’ll be back to work in one to two weeks. 
Modern arm lifts and thigh lifts also incorporate 
liposuction to remove fat, reducing the amount of loose 
skin. You enjoy greater safety, less scarring and faster 
recovery.  After an arm and thigh lift, you can be back 
to work in one week. While there is an immediate 
visible difference after all three procedures, you’ll 
enjoy the full results in about three weeks.

Q: How should I choose the right 
surgeon and facility? 
A: Choose a surgeon board-certified in this specialty 
with extensive experience in body-contouring 
procedures. At the Center for Plastic Surgery at 
Northern Westchester Hospital, specialized surgeons 
and anesthesiologists work with highly experienced 
nurses in a hospital setting that offers patients 
comfort, privacy and pampering combined with 
the safety, expertise and advanced technology 
of a surgically sophisticated hospital. 

Considering Body Contouring?  
Learn how you benefit from advances in 
body cosmetic surgery… 

Dr. Michael Rosenberg 
Director, Institute of 
Aesthetic Surgery and Medicine
Associate Medical Director 
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhplasticsurgery.org/DrRosenberg

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Learn about all our 
cosmetic procedures, visit 
www.nwhplasticsurgery.org

restore the integrity of the Hudson River.”
U.S. Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-

Rockland/Westchester) also applauded 
the agreement, saying she has advocated 
closing Indian Point for the last 15 years. 

“Indian Point has long posed a grave 
threat to the safety and well-being of those 
living not only in the Lower Hudson Val-
ley but to the nearly 18 million residents 
within a 50-mile radius, including New 
York City,” Lowey said. “I look forward to 
working with the governor to find green 
solutions to meet New York’s energy 
needs, keep energy prices low, replace 
jobs and assist the workforce at Indian 
Point, support the local economy, and ad-
dress the proper removal and storage of 
nuclear waste from the facility.”

According to Entergy, about 1,000 
employees work at the Indian Point En-
ergy Center and opportunities within 
the company will be offered to those in-
terested in continuing employment. The 
agreement calls on Entergy to annually 
move a set number of spent fuel rods 
from its storage pools to dry cast storage 
on site and have annual inspections by 
state designated representatives through 
2021. Entergy will also establish a $15 
million fund for river restoration and re-
mediation, as well as projects providing 

public benefits to the community.
“This agreement provides what we’ve 

been fighting for for decades: a definite 
early closing date for Indian Point---our 
biggest existential threat in the region,” 
said Riverkeeper President Paul Gallay. 
“It’s a win for the safety of our communi-
ties, a win for the Hudson River and all 
the rich variety of life within it, and a win 
for a clean, sustainable energy future.”

But not everyone was happy with the 
announcement, particularly local leaders 
who were blindsided by the news.

“Westchester County has not been a 
part of any talks to close Indian Point, 
and that’s a big problem,” said Westches-
ter County Executive Rob Astorino, not-
ing Westchester currently receives $4.5 
million annually in property taxes from 
Entergy. “Any discussion to close Indian 
Point must have the one million people 
of Westchester represented at the table. 
Closing Indian Point will wreak unwar-
ranted economic chaos on the county of 
Westchester. Safety is always our para-
mount concern, but residents should 
know that the NRC has repeatedly disa-
greed with Cuomo’s assessment that the 
plant is unsafe.”

The Town of Cortlandt receives $1 
million annually from Entergy, and the 
Hendrick Hudson School District relies 

on Entergy for more than 30 percent 
of its budget. About 46% of the Village 
of Buchanan’s operating budget comes 
from Indian Point.

“I am asking for bipartisan support 
from federal, state and local officials,” 
said Buchanan Mayor Theresa Knicker-
bocker. “I’m asking for support so that 
our beautiful community does not be-
come a ghost town like so many other 
communities when an industry leaves.”

Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi 
wrote to Cuomo six years ago request-
ing a meeting to discuss his opposition 
to Indian Point, but was turned down. 
After hearing the latest development, she 
called on the governor to immediately 
form a Blue Ribbon Committee of all key 
stakeholders to discuss the various issues 
surrounding the closure of the nuclear 
plants, noting a similar commission was 
established when the General Motors 
plant shut down in Sleepy Hollow.

“As the elected town supervisor where 
this major industry is located Cortlandt 
and Buchanan should not have heard 
about this major news from a newspaper 
article,” Puglisi said. “Whether the nu-
clear plants are closed, open or another 
source of energy takes its place there are 
many issues that need to be addressed 
and resolved.”

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) faulted Cuomo for his lack of 
transparency and insisted “he bring his 
show on the road to my district and ex-
plain this to us.”

“He owes it to us to come to the com-
munities affected to explain exactly how 
we will safely store and protect spent 
fuel rods here for the next century, find 
replacement power for a quarter of our 
region’s energy needs, and fund the gi-
gantic holes this move blows into the 
local budgets for the Town of Cortlandt, 
Village of Buchanan and the Hendrick 
Hudson and Peekskill city school dis-
tricts over the long-term,” Murphy said.

“I am shocked by the governor’s pro-
posal and I am very concerned about the 
effect it will have on the employees of 
Entergy, their families, as well as the loss 
of tax revenue which the local school dis-
trict and municipalities significantly rely 
on,” added State Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef (D/Ossining).

Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina was 
equally disturbed by the announcement, 
contending closing Indian Point “will be 
a total disaster for the area.”

“I only hope the governor has a con-
tingency plan for this area to replace 
Entergy, but I am skeptical,” Catalina re-
marked.

Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants to Close in 2021
Continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Peekskill Common Council is 

looking to clean up the downtown in the 
new year.

Councilwoman Vivian McKenzie, 
who has owned Kathleen’s Tea Room 
on Main Street since 2010, said during a 
work session last week litter has become 
a growing problem in the city, giving a 
black eye to the many positive improve-
ments taking place.

“We have a problem. Every street the 
litter is really bad,” McKenzie said. “It’s 
not one particular place. It’s the entire 

downtown. It’s in the streets. It’s in front 
of empty lots. It’s everywhere. We really 
need to do some grooming.”

Councilwoman Drew Claxton agreed, 
mentioning bus stops in the city also 
seemed to be targets for trash. She noted 
business owners were responsible for 
cleaning sidewalks outside their store-
fronts.

“We want to encourage more people to 
live downtown,” she said.

Director of City Services Brent Van-
Zandt said city sanitation workers pick 
up garbage daily in the downtown, which 

often is household trash that is wrongly 
placed in cans on street corners.

While Acting City Manager Rich-
ard Leins said a letter would be sent to 
commercial building owners reminding 
them of their responsibilities, he empha-
sized enforcement was difficult without 
catching the violators in the act.

“This is a situation not unique to Peek-
skill,” Leins said. “We don’t have alleys to 
put garbage in the back (of businesses).”

Peekskill Council Trashes Growing Litter Issue
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State Police

January 5
Anthony Giorgio, 71, of Pleasantville, 

was killed in a one-car crash at approxi-
mately 12:20 p.m. on the Taconic State 
Parkway in Yorktown. An investigation 
by State Police from Hawthorne revealed 
Giorgio was traveling south on the park-
way when for an unknow reason his vehi-
cle exited the roadway and struck a guide 
rail on the eastern shoulder. The vehicle 
came to rest in the center median. Gior-
gio was pronounced dead at the scene by 
a paramedic from Empress EMS.

Yorktown Police

December 23 
2:05 p.m. – William Pisani, 33, of 

Peekskill, was charged with petit lar-
ceny after allegedly leaving Sears at the 
Jefferson Valley Mall without paying for 
merchandise totaling nearly $400. He is 
scheduled to appear in Yorktown Town 
Court January 24.

5 p.m. – Camelia Ferraro, 20, of Lake 
Peekskill, was charged with petit larceny 
after allegedly removing $120 from two 
cash registers at Macy’s in the Jefferson 
Valley Mall. She is scheduled to appear in 
Yorktown Town Court January 24.

9:03 p.m. – Brett Augustowski, 31, of 
Lake Peekskill, was charged with petit 
larceny after allegedly leaving Sears at the 
Jefferson Valley Mall without paying for 
two pairs of sweat pants totaling $74. He 
is scheduled to appear in Yorktown Town 
Court January 24.

December 29 
9:01 a.m. – Nicholas Sarcone, 27, of 

Cortlandt, was charged with aggravated 
harassment in the second degree, a Class 
A misdemeanor, after allegedly threat-
ening a female victim on multiple dates 
from November 28 through December 
22, causing her fear for her physical safe-
ty. Yorktown Town Justice Gary Raniolo 
issued a temporary order of protection in 
favor of the victim. Sarcone is scheduled 
to appear in Yorktown Town Court Janu-
ary 19.

Police 
Blotter

SMaLL NewS 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Go No Sen Karate celebrated the grand 

opening of its second location Saturday 
at the Parkside Corner Center on Route 
202 in Yorktown (near Little Sorrento’s).

Go No Sen Karate owner and Renshi 
Adam McCauley, whose family-owned 
and run business has been located in 
Peekskill for more than 25 years, said 
the decision to open a second facility 
stemmed from making it more conven-
ient to serve child and adult students 
who live in Yorktown.

“We’re just going to create more op-
tions for students,” McCauley said. “It 

was something that presented itself. We 
always have been looking around to go 
into a Yorktown location without being 
in-your-face (to other karate schools).”

With its motto of “Building Better 
Bodies and Stronger Minds,” Go No Sen 
Karate will continue its seven-day-a-
week programs at 28 Welcher Avenue in 
Peekskill, along with offering six days of 
programs in Yorktown.

McCauley, whose wife, Lauri, has been 
teaching martial arts for the last seven 
years, explained the core program at Go 
No Sen Karate centers on instilling self-
control, focus, self-discipline, goal set-

ting, positive attitudes and respect.
“Our goal is to really lift children to 

new heights,” McCauley said. “Anyone 
can punch or kick. We want kids to stand 
for themselves, from the inside out. We 
make champions in life.”

McCauley said he first got involved in 
martial arts as a teenager when he lacked 
confidence and needed a mentor, like 
Mr. Miyagi in the 1984 movie The Karate 
Kid.

“I was like Ralph Macchio. I needed 
to believe in myself,” he said. “I needed 
someone as a teacher to push me and 
make me feel like Superman. And I 
wanted to give that back to the thou-
sands of students I’ve taught over the last 
25 years.”

For further information, call (914) 
734-2461 or visit www.kidslovekarate.
com.

PHoTos By DAnIel leFkowITz
A youngster cuts ribbon to new location with a karate chop saturday.

Go No Sen Karate Celebrates Second Location in Yorktown

 lauri and Adam McCauley and other instructors of  Go no sen karate.
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By Michael Giuliano
For some people, opening a new busi-

ness on their own would be a daunting 
task. For Pet Supplies Plus owner Jeff 
Cohen, it was just another opportunity 
to express his affinity for all things retail. 

 “I had a clothing shop in the Bronx, 
I’ve had gift shops in Times Square, I had 
a video store,” Cohen said, recollecting 
his past business ventures. “I’ve dabbled 
in a lot of different things.”

 Cohen got his start working for his 
father, Eddie, at a joke shop in Times 
Square. The store, aptly named “The 
Funny Store,” boasted being the creator 
of the fake ID, and was zany enough to 
even be featured on a few episodes of 
Late Night with David Letterman (in 
which Cohen himself can be seen).  Al-
though his father sold the business in 
1994, and he wound up going to college 
for accounting, Cohen never forgot his 
love for the retail lifestyle. 

Cohen has been working since 2014 to 
get his pet supply store up and running 
in Yorktown, but the idea has been in his 
head for much longer than that.

“I did a lot of research, and I saw that 
in 2007 and 2008 when the market was 
going south, the pet business was still 
creeping up,” he said. Cohen also pointed 
out that the pet supply business is a $60 
billion-a-year industry, and it shows no 

sign of slowing down, making it a worth-
while business venture.

“It was either that or a frozen yogurt 
shop,” Cohen said, laughing. Cohen and 
his wife, Maddy, own two dogs, a cocka-
poo named Oliver and a jug named 
Ruby, and can understand why the pet 
industry continues to grow in a market 

where things often drop off over time.
“People treat their pets like one of the 

family,” Cohen said. “They’ll spare no ex-
pense for them.”

Pet Supplies Plus kicked off their 
Grand Opening weekend in Yorktown 
on January 7 with a free pizza party for 
customers, and had several other promo-

tions in place as well. On Sunday, the first 
100 customers were given coupons for 
free bags of dry cat or dog food, appli-
cable to any brand in the store.  All pets 
that came into the store also had the op-
portunity to receive a free nail trimming, 
and free access to the store’s walk-in dog 
wash (a promotion lasting until January 
25).

Also in attendance was the Hi-Tor 
Animal Care Center, who was raising 
money for several animal shelters and 
humane societies. Customers who made 
a purchase were given a voting chip, and 
could vote on which cause to donate. At 
the end of the week, whichever cause had 
the most votes would receive a $1,000 
donation from Cohen, with the other 
two receiving donations of $250 each. 

Pet Supplies Plus also offers a wide 
variety of pets for sale, from canaries to 
chameleons, guinea pigs to geckos, and 
beta fish to ball pythons, with an array 
of food and supplies to suit any habitat. 
They are also working on pairing with 
an adoption agency for cats in the near 
future. 

Pet Supplies Plus is located at 3333 
Crompond Rd, next to Staples, and is 
open seven days a week. For more infor-
mation, visit www.petsuppliesplus.com, 
or call 914-930-8585.

(l-R:) eddie Cohen, natalie Cohen, Abigail Cohen, Jeff  Cohen, steve kushner, Maddy Cohen, and Carrie 
(dog).   Photo by Michael Giuliano

New Pet Supplies Plus Store Opens Doors in Yorktown



January 10 - January 16,  2017 The Northern Westchester Examiner6         

Sister Margaret Lyons
Sister Margaret Lyons, missioner to 

Chile and El Salvador and a Maryknoll 
Sister for 69 years, died January 3 in the 
Maryknoll Sisters Center, in Maryknoll, 
NY. She was 95.

She was born in South Boston, MA on 
March 16, 1921 to Margaret Mary (Dav-
itt) Lyons and John Joseph Lyons. She re-
ceived the name Marjorie Ann at baptism. 
She had two brothers, John J. and Paul 
and three sisters, Dorothy, Elizabeth and 
Marie. Her parents and siblings prede-
ceased her. Marjorie Ann graduated from 
No. Quincy High, in No. Quincy, MA 
in 1939.  After graduating high school 
she worked at Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Company in Boston from 1939 to 1947. 

She entered the Maryknoll Sisters Con-
gregation from Sacred Heart Parish, No. 
Quincy, MA in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton on September 6, 1947 at the “Venard” 
the Maryknoll Preparatory Seminary in 
Pennsylvania.  She received her religious 
habit six months later at the Maryknoll 
Sisters Center, Maryknoll, NY and re-
ceived the religious name Sister Marga-
ret John.  She made her First Profession 
of Vows on March 7, 1950 and her Final 
Vows three years later both at Maryknoll 
Sisters Center.  She was assigned to work 
in the Treasurer’s Office, and in 1952 to 
the Booking Department at the FIELD 
AFAR office (now the Maryknoll Maga-
zine).  From 1954 to 1957 she studied 
at the Maryknoll Teacher’s College and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Education 
degree.  In 1957, she was assigned to her 
first overseas mission in Chile, South 
America where she worked for 24 years 
in parish elementary and high schools.  
From 1971 until 1984, she worked in poor 
squatter areas of Chile, with other Sisters, 
helping to train leaders and forming basic 
Christian Communities.

In 1984, Sister Margaret was called back 
to the Maryknoll Sisters Center to serve 
as Assistant Treasurer until 1988. She 
was then assigned to El Salvador, Central 
America where she did pastoral work un-
til 2004.  She was then assigned to Mon-
rovia, CA where she did volunteer work 
at the Monrovia Civic Community. She 
returned to the Maryknoll Sisters Center 
to retire in 2006.

Maribel Sanchez
Souther
Maribel Sanchez Souther, a former 

Yorktown High School track star, died 
December 31, after a battle with breast 
cancer. She was 41.

Souther was born April 6, 1975, in New 
York City to Maria and Silvio Sanchez. 
She attended Yorktown High School 
where she excelled in academics and 

cross country/track. She continued run-
ning at Dartmouth College, where she 
was a standout runner from her first fall 
helping to rebuild the women’s distance 
team. She won the 1994 U.S. Junior Cross 
Country Championship and represented 
the United States at the Junior World 
Championships in Hungary. She won two 
Ivy League titles in cross country, three 
in indoor track, three in outdoor track 
and led the 1996 cross country team to a 
fifth-place NCAA finish. She was the first 
Dartmouth female runner to be an All-
American in cross country. 

She ended her career as a four-time 
All-American. At graduation, she was 
awarded the Class of 1976 Award as Dart-
mouth’s most outstanding female athlete. 
In 1998, Souther qualified for the 2000 
Olympic Trials, but an injury forced her 
not to compete. 

Souther will be remembered as a loving 
wife, mother, daughter, sister, and a sup-
portive friend. She enjoyed nothing more 
than her children or going for a run. She is 
survived by her husband John; sons Jack-
son and Paco; daughter Christine; mother 
Maria; father Silvio; sisters Bernadette 
and Jennifer; brother Silvio; six nieces and 
nephews, and an extended family too nu-
merous to list. 

Sheila Fleitz
Sheila M. Fleitz, a resident of Cortlandt, 

and St. Petersburg, FL, died January 1, 
2017. She was 77.

She was born on August 8, 1939 in 
Flushing, Queens to Daniel and May 
(Mosely) McCarthy. On December 27, 
1958, she married James M. Fleitz at St. 
Michael’s Church in Flushing. She worked 
at Walter Panas High School as a school 
monitor and at Indian Point as a Nuclear 
Security Officer. Locally, she was a com-
municant of St. Columbanus Church, a 
50-year member of the Columbiettes, Lo-
cal 462, and also a member of the Red Hat 
Society.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, her husband James M. Fleitz, Sr., a 
brother, Daniel McCarthy (Joanne) and 
step-father; John Bennett. She is survived 
by her six children; James (Mary) Fleitz, 
Joseph Fleitz, Kathleen Fleitz, Kristine 

Fleitz, Sheila (Robert) Lux and Kerriann 
(Arthur) D’Angelo; seven grandchildren; 
Nicole (Tyler) Kirk, Jaclyn Fleitz, Megan 
and Daniel Fleitz, Anthony and Kather-
ine D’Angelo and Regan Lux; three plus 
great-grandchildren; Layla, Giovanna and 
Ethan Fleitz, and baby Kirk on the way.

Mrs. Fleitz and her husband spent many 
enjoyable years at their second home in St. 
Petersburg with the other Peekskill snow-
birds. She was an avid fan of all her chil-
dren and grandchildren and was a fixture 
at their many sporting and school events. 
She was a friend, confidante and surrogate 
mom to many -- always with a shoulder to 
lean on, or a kind word of encouragement 
and advice. She will be missed by all. 

Thomas Christmas
Thomas G. Christmas, a resident of the 

Village of Buchanan, died December 31, 
2016. He was 75.

He was born on August 17, 1941 in 
Southern Pine, NC to the late George and 
Ruth (Atkins) Christmas. He worked and 
retired after 43 years of service with the 
I.B.E.W. #3 (501) as a general foreman at 
Indian Point power plants for most of his 
career. His passion was playing cards and 
spending time at the casinos. He was a 
very generous man. He was always willing 
to help someone in need and was always 
there for his family. He will be greatly 
missed by all those who knew him.

He is survived by his beloved children, 
Cherie Christmas, Thomas A. Christmas 
(Kimberly), Marion L. Feenstra and Rob-
ert J. Feenstra (Sharon); caring sister and 
brothers, Carolyn Centuori (Carmine), 
and Michael and Patrick Christmas. He is 
also survived by eight grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren and his dog Latté. 

Rose Zieff
Rose D. Zieff, a resident of Westchester 

County for more than 35 years, died Janu-
ary 1, 2017. She was 104. 

She lived at the Drum Hill Senior Liv-
ing Community in Peekskill, where she 
had been since 2009. Prior to that, she 
and her late-husband, Louis (who passed 

away in 1984), lived in Jefferson Village 
where they moved from the Marine Park 
neighborhood of Brooklyn in 1977. From 
the moment she arrived, she was an ac-
tive member of the community - from 
her bridge games and movie trips with 
her “girls” (first to the Triangle Theater in 
Yorktown and then at the “new” Jefferson 
Valley Mall) to her participation in theater 
productions in the Jefferson Village Club-
house (like South Pacific and Oklahoma) 
to her work as treasurer to Village IV as 
well as to the Jefferson Owners Associa-
tion and her local Hadassah chapter. Con-
sistent with her caring and giving nature, 
she also volunteered well into her 90s at 
the gift shop at the Hudson Valley Com-
munity Hospital. For years, she would 
spend her free time enjoying her hobbies 
of crocheting (particularly Afghans for 
her entire family), playing bridge, read-
ing and doing the crossword puzzle with 
her trusty mechanical pencil. As she has 
gotten on in years, she moved from cross-
words to focusing on the Jumble to keep 
her mind sharp. 

Born on July 30, 1912 in the Bay Ridge 
neighborhood of Brooklyn, New York, 
the young Rose Davidson grew up with 
her brother and sister in an apartment in 
the back of her mother Katie’s dress shop 
in Brooklyn. Rose, a stunning “blond 
bombshell” in her day, met her husband, 
Louis H. Zieff, a CPA, in 1930, and they 
were married on June 27, 1936. Rose and 
Lou lived in a brownstone on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan (“where they use 
to cook and eat together with the other 
young couples in the building”) before 
moving back to Brooklyn to start and 
raise their family. For years, “Grandma” 
Rose has regaled her grandchildren, and 
now her great-grandchildren, with tales 
of the good old days at Sea Gate, Coney 
Island and Brighton Beach. Now, Rose’s 
family regale themselves with countless 
tales of “Gram” -- the loving matriarch of 
her family. 

She is survived by her son, David Zieff 
and his wife Debby, Fairfield, CT; Rose’s 
daughter, Susan Solow and her husband 
Howard, Yorktown Hghts. She is survived 
by four grandchildren: Lori (Jason) Ler-
man, Yorktown Hghts; Andrew (Sasha) 
Solow, Armonk, NY; Sarah (Tom) Morse, 
Allentown, PA; Karen (Ali) Ehsani, Gaith-

Obituaries

Maribel Sanchez Souther

Thomas G. Christmas

Rose D. Zieff
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We Make Warm Friends
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

A New Year Starts, the Old One Ends
Call Sclafani

ersburg, MD and 10 great-grandchildren: 
Zachary and Rachel Lerman; Michael, 
Ben and Ellie Solow; Gabriel and Henry 
Morse; Elliott and Jeremy Eager and Lo-
gan Ehsani. 

Glenn Sayres
Glenn A. Sayres, a lifelong Hudson Val-

ley resident, died suddenly January 2. He 
was 55.

He was born in Cold Spring on Decem-
ber 25, 1961. In 1980, he graduated from 
Hendrick Hudson High School in Mon-
trose. He worked as an I.T. Project Man-
ager for several companies throughout his 
career. 

Mr. Sayres is survived by his sons, 
Shaun and Ryan; his daughter, Amanda; 
his parents, William Joe and Carol J. Say-
res; his siblings, Gregg Sayres and Carol 
Gray; his former wife and friend, Diane 
Sayres; as well as many nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

Thomas Diffley
Thomas F. Diffley, a 40-year resident of 

Somers, died January 1 n Bridgewater, NJ. 
He was 91.

He was born August 25, 1925 to homas 

F. and Charlotte (Malecki) Diffley. He 
graduated from Brooklyn Technical High 
School and Pratt Institute.

Mr. Diffley volunteered to serve in the 
U.S. Navy from 1943-1946, a veteran of 
five invasions on the USS Oberon (AKA-
14). He was an Executive with NY Tel-
ephone/Verizon for 39 years in White 
Plains and New York City, retiring in 
1985. He was the Chairman of the Her-
itage Hills Men’s Club for over 30 years 
and a faithful member of St. Joseph’s RC 
Church in Somers, where he served as an 
usher.

Mr. Diffley thoroughly enjoyed life 
with his beloved Rose Marie to whom he 
was married for 59 years. They loved liv-
ing in Heritage Hills surrounded by great 
friends. He looked forward to leading the 

10A-Men weekly meetings and organiz-
ing the annual New Year’s Eve party for 
over 30 years. The membership of the 
10A-Men recently honored him by re-
naming their club the “Tom Diffley 10A-
Men’s Club.”

Mr. Diffley enjoyed classic movies, de-
tective shows and NY Giants football. 
One of his greatest enjoyments was cruis-
ing. Since his retirement, Tom and Rose 
Marie cruised 79 times to many ports 
worldwide, and always returned with new 
stories to share with their family.

Preceded in death in 2007 by his lov-
ing wife, he is survived by his daughter 
Audrey R Diffley of Bridgewater, NJ and 
his son Thomas J. and his wife Frances 
of Andover, NJ. He was also preceded in 
death by his brothers Richard (surviving 
wife Mary) of Hicksville, NY and Edward 
(and his wife, the late Ann) of Earlton, 
NY. He is survived by several nieces and 
nephews.

Robert De Lorenzo
Robert Aristide De Lorenzo, a resident 

of Somers, died peacefully January 3. He 
was 89. 

He was born in Jamaica, Queens, on July 
30, 1927; the son of Gino and Beatrice De 
Lorenzo. He was a proud veteran of the 

U.S. Army having served during WWII. 
On September 25, 1954, he married the 
love of his life, E. Lorraine Beyer at St. Pas-
cal Baylon Church in Hollis, Queens. 

Bob and Lorraine were married for 52 
years before her passing in August 2007. 
Mr. De Lorenzo is survived by his son 
Robert of Patterson, NY, and his daugh-
ters Pamela Agostino and her husband 
Nicola of Ridgefield, Ct; Patrice Cantone 
and her husband Peter of Carmel, NY; 
and Christine Hildrew of Mahopac. He 
is also survived by his adoring grandchil-
dren and great-grandchild.

Mr. De Lorenzo spent most of his pro-
fessional career in the frozen food busi-
ness, most notably as President of Food-
ways National, and Vice President of Sales 
for Beech-Nut Nutrition Corp. He was an 
avid golfer at the Mount Kisco Country 
Club for almost 40 years, serving as Presi-
dent, and given the distinction of Honor-
ary member. He spent 50 years as an ac-
tive parishioner of Saint Joseph’s Church 
in Somers where he served as weekly lec-
tor and religious education teacher. He 
was especially known for his wonderful 
sense of humor, quick wit, and love of mu-
sic, often recreating the sounds of Frank 
Sinatra when he sang. He spent many eve-
nings and weekends watching his favorite 
sports teams; the NY Rangers, NY Mets, 
and Dallas Cowboys. 

Obituaries

Thomas F. Diffley
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To the Editor:
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s an-

nouncement that Indian Point will close 
down should have another positive im-
pact:  The announcement confirms that 
citizens can make a difference in the de-
cision- making processes of government. 
Since 9/11, hundreds of citizens, civic 
leaders, community groups, municipal 
officials  have pushed for the closure of 
Indian Point-  and were effective in high-
lighting the fact that Indian Point is a 
safety risk. The Riverkeeper, Clearwater, 
Scenic Hudson, IPSEC, WESPAC and so 
many others devoted thousands of hours 
making a convincing case that the plant 
was unsafe and should not be located 
near 20 million people.

It was an uphill battle. Initially, the 
NRC, Entergy and high level officials did 
not take the citizens seriously. But the 
activists persisted. and won. Democracy 

worked. A lesson can be learned from 
this success. Citizens should speak out 
on all issues they feel strongly about. You 
can make a difference!

Paul FEinEr
Town of Greenburgh Supervisor

8

We invite readers to share their thoughts 
by sending letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Northern Westchester Examiner 
Editor-in-Chief Rick Pezzullo at rpezzullo@
theexaminernews.com.

The Northern Westchester Examiner 
requires that all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact information.

 Letters Policy
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By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
An integral part of our practice in-

volves planning with the assets of indi-
viduals who are disabled or have special 
needs.  These individuals 
are usually persons who 
have developmental dis-
abilities, mental illnesses, 
or who suffer from other 
severe and chronic or per-
sistent disabilities. We 
commonly refer to these 
individuals as supplemen-
tal needs beneficiaries and 
the primary planning tech-
nique used to protect their 
assets is a supplemental 
needs trust (sometimes re-
ferred to as a special needs 
trust).  To read more about 
planning with supplemental needs trust, 
visit our website.

Often, a supplemental needs ben-
eficiary is receiving government benefits 
such as Medicaid, supplemental security 
income (SSI) and social security disabil-
ity (SDD).  Some of these benefits, such 
as Medicaid and SSI, are means tested 
programs.  That means (no pun intend-
ed), that in order to be eligible for these 

benefits, the government will take into 
consideration your assets and income.  
In many cases, a supplemental needs 
beneficiary has very little in the way of 

assets and income.
However, there are 

many scenarios where 
a supplemental needs 
beneficiary may receive 
a windfall increasing 
their assets to a level that 
would disqualify them 
for government benefits. 
We see this often where 
there are settlements re-
sulting from infant medi-
cal practice cases or inju-
ries sustained as an adult 
as a result of someone 
else’s negligence.  Anoth-

er common instance is where a family 
member such as a parent or grandpar-
ent leaves assets to a child or grandchild, 
who is a known supplemental needs 
beneficiary, without doing any planning 
with an elder law attorney.  This is un-
fortunate because planning can be done 
at the grandparent/parent level to place 
the assets directly into a supplemental 
needs trust at death known as a third 

party supplemental needs trust which 
will preserve the beneficiary’s govern-
ment benefits. 

If no planning was done and a supple-
mental needs beneficiary ends up with 
assets in her name that would otherwise 
disqualify her for government benefits, 
current law allows for the transfer of 
those assets by to a supplemental needs 
trust.  This type of supplemental needs 
trust is called a first party supplemental 
needs trust and can only be created with 
the assets of the supplemental needs ben-
eficiary and so long as the beneficiary is 
under sixty-five years of age.  

Prior to December 13, 2016, a first 
party supplemental needs trust could 
only be created by a parent, grandparent, 
legal guardian or court. If you are paying 
attention, you realize that an individual, 
meaning the supplemental needs benefi-
ciary, could not create the trust herself.  
Clearly where there is a parent or grand-
parent, there would be no issue. How-
ever, there are a plethora of individuals 
who are disabled, yet have their capacity 
to sign a trust, but cannot, because they 
may not have a parent or grandparent.  

Consider a disabled adult with autism. 
Depending on where that person falls on 

the autism spectrum, she may be perfect-
ly capable of creating a trust to protect 
her assets.  If there is no parent or grand-
parent, she would have no choice but to 
hire an attorney to commence a guardi-
anship proceeding seeking Court ap-
proval to create and fund the trust. This 
could be costly and time consuming.

On December 13, 2016, President 
Obama signed the 21st Century Cures Act 
(P.L. 114-255) which amended the federal 
statutes to broaden the definition of those 
who can create a first party supplemental 
needs trust to include an “individual”.  

It is important to note that we expect 
New York to amend its statutes in the 
next few months to comport with this 
new federal legislation shortly.  Caution 
should be taken prior to relying solely on 
the federal statute. 

We are committed to keeping you 
abreast of important changes in the law 
and are available to assist you in navi-
gating them.  Please feel free to sched-
ule a consultation by contacting us at 
914-245-2440 (Yorktown Heights), 
914-925-1010 (Rye) or by e-mail at 
smd@mfd-law.com.  Please also visit 
our website at www.plantodayforto-
morrow.com.      

Guest Column
New Law Favors Individuals with Disabilities, Special Needs

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo

Letters to the Editor

Closure of Indian Point Shows 
Citizens Can Make a DifferenceBy Steve Sloane

Clinging in tree tops, dry brown ma-
ple leaves rattle like castanets

A blue slate cloud floats like the 
Hindenburg 

Larger than a whale
Slower than a barge
Higher than Rockland Palisades
Where the Hudson River flows both 

ways

Carrying GE’s PCBs and Indian 
Points radio-active waste

Catching the pure water of the Cro-
ton River

The estuary chews its cud
Digesting its foul recipe
Voiding its poison into the Atlantic 

brine
Our big fish is flying over Sing Sing 

and down to Sleepy Hollow
Great Sturgeon’s Ghost!

Great Sturgeon’s Ghost
Poetry Corner

SMaLL NewS iS BiG NewS 
 914-864-0878
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SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 2/28/17*

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board 
and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities endorses or was involved in the 
production of the program.*Offer valid for Academic Evaluation, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.  HLCYKT3135

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

DON’T WAIT 
FOR THE NEXT 
REPORT CARD!
GET HELP NOW!

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

Our program offers:
  Free consultation
  Comprehensive academic 

evaluation
  Personalized tutoring
  Highly qualified teachers
  Flexible payment options 

for all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math 
Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry 
Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology 
Chemistry - ADHD support - More

Test prep
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED 
ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
914-245-8882 

NANUET
845-624-6800

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100

For Parents only
Wednesday, Jan 18 at 7 p.m. - 

For Children and Parents
Every Tuesday and Thursday

from 9:30 am to 11:30 am  
Beginning Jan 10th to Jan 31st.

The American Red Cross has a severe 
winter blood shortage and is issuing an 
emergency call for blood donors to make 
a donation appointment now and help 
save patient lives. 

 Hectic holiday schedules for many 
regular blood donors contributed to 
about 37,000 fewer donations in No-
vember and December than what was 
needed. Snowstorms and severe weather 
have also impacted donations. Nearly 
100 blood drives were forced to cancel in 
December, resulting in more than 3,100 
blood donations going uncollected. 

 “Blood and platelet donations are 
critically needed in the coming days so 
that patients can continue to receive the 
lifesaving treatments they are counting 
on,” said Mary Young, CEO , Ameri-
can Red Cross, Metro New York North 
. “We encourage donors to invite a family 
member or friend to donate with them 
to help meet patient needs. Right now, 
blood and platelet donations are being 
distributed to hospitals faster than they 
are coming in.” 

 How to help
Find a blood donation opportunity 

and schedule an appointment to donate 
by using the free Blood Donor App, 
visiting redcrossblood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
The Red Cross is extending hours at 
many donation sites for more donors to 
give blood or platelets. Overall, the Red 
Cross has added nearly 200 hours to 
blood donation centers and community 
blood drives across the country over 
the next few weeks. Donation appoint-
ments and completion of a RapidPass 
online health history questionnaire are 
encouraged to help speed up the dona-

tion process. 
 “In about an hour, you can help save 

someone’s life. This simple act can have a 
profound impact on another human be-
ing,” said Young. 

 Who blood donations help
Every two seconds, someone in the 

U.S. needs blood. Accident and burn 
victims, heart surgery and organ trans-
plant patients, and patients receiving 
treatment for leukemia, cancer or sickle 
cell disease may all require blood to save 
their lives. 

 The treatments high school freshman 
Payton Kannarr receives to fight leuke-
mia cause her blood counts to drop. She 
currently receives platelet transfusions 
weekly and red blood cells about every 
two weeks. 

 “We have seen firsthand the incredible 
need for blood products as we have been 
on this four-year roller coaster jour-
ney,” said Amy Kannarr, Payton’s mom. 
“Through the care and compassion of 
donors, Payton has been able to enjoy life 
as a teenager.”

 
about the american red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, 
feeds and provides emotional support 
to victims of disasters; supplies about 
40 percent of the nation’s blood; teaches 
skills that save lives; provides interna-
tional humanitarian aid; and supports 
military members and their families. The 
Red Cross is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that depends on volunteers and the 
generosity of the American public to 
perform its mission. For more informa-
tion, please visit redcross.org or cruzro-
jaamericana.org, or visit us on Twitter at 
@RedCross. 

American Red Cross Issues 
Emergency Call for Blood 
Donations During Shortage
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By Ossining Mayor Victoria Gearity
Every year at noon on New Year’s Day, 

the Ossining community comes together 
for an inauguration. The time and date 
are actually dictated by the Village Char-
ter. The fact that we make what could be 
the recitation of a few words into a com-
munity event, is one the things that makes 
Ossining special.

At the inauguration, I announced a 
new mayoral weekly commitment, and 
set out a vision for exciting changes for 
Ossining. Two of the hottest topics of 
public engagement last year, housing and 
the roundabout, are part of the economic 
development planning that will be the 
focus for 2017. The Village is at an excit-
ing moment, poised to make changes for 
our downtown that will impact our com-
munity for generations to come. Below 
is a good portion of my New Year’s Day 
remarks.

 This year I asked my parents to join me 
on stage for the Oath of Office. My par-
ents are the greatest role models in my life, 
not just because they are wonderful loving 
parents, but because of their dedication to 
public service. Regardless of whether they 
were raising young children, or commut-
ing to NYC for work each day, they have 
always devoted their time and talents to 
community organizations. And not just 
things directly related to our family like 
school or church. They did that of course. 
But they also volunteer with organizations 
that speak to their values--like programs 
for children, seniors, local history, health-
care, education, and women’s rights. My 
mother was asked to run for local office 
a number of times, but always declined. 
My father retired at a young age, and for 
the past 18 years has made a full-time job 
of volunteering for community organi-
zations. If it were not for their inspiring 
examples, I know I would never have run 
for mayor.

As many Americans feel ever more im-
potent at influencing the path of our na-
tion, we recognize there is a place where 
we can make a difference. We are turning 
toward each other, and seeking to devote 
our talents to making the most of the op-
portunities we have right here, right now 
in Ossining. It is an exciting moment to 
participate actively in shaping the change 
we wish to see for our Village.
• This Village can turn a sanitary sewer 
project into a glorious greenway.
• We have seen empty storefronts become 
thriving local gathering spaces.
• The decrease in our energy demand 
by upgrading to LED streetlights offers 
enough savings to keep our tax rate in-
crease this year at 0%.
• We have passed laws to expand oppor-
tunities for entrepreneurs to open their 
businesses of tomorrow right here in Os-
sining.
• We have invited hundreds of people 
to live in luxury on our waterfront, and 

thousands to enjoy sunsets from the new 
Henry Gourdine Park on the Hudson.

 Ossining is poised to see major change 
happen in our downtown. We have a 
thoughtful and collaborative Board of 
Trustees, with a willingness to make big 
decisions about the Village’s future. Criti-
cal leaders of our staff are capable imple-
menting big projects for Ossining. And 
we have the solid fiscal standing to invest 
in infrastructure that will benefit our 
community for generations to come.

Weekly Walks
As we enter this exciting year with a 

focus on bringing into view big changes 
for development in our downtown, I am 
going to add a new commitment to my 
weekly mayoral schedule. And I’m an-
nouncing it to you right now.

When I took office as Mayor two years 
ago, I established Open Office Hours eve-
ry Tuesday from 10AM to 12 noon. That 
routine has been a very successful way to 
meet with residents who have concerns, 
questions, suggestions, or once in a while, 
just want a friendly chat. I will continue to 
be at Village Hall every Tuesday for Open 
Office Hours. Emailing me any time is 
also an effective way to get my attention.

For my second term, as we shift into a 
focus on planning, zoning, housing, and 
development of land that is currently 
owned by the Village, I will be taking a 
weekly walk. I’ll keep up the routine until 
I’ve walked every block of the Village. I’ll 
post my starting place and time on FB and 
the Village website so that you can join me 
if you’d like.

a Thriving Downtown
In 2016 we engaged in a public discus-

sion about safe, affordable housing that 
inspired hundreds of tenants, property 
owners, housing advocates, attorneys, 
taxpayers, and elected officials to deepen 
our understanding of the realities and 
needs of our community. In 2017, the 
Village will undertake a Housing Needs 
Assessment that will provide us with not 
just an accurate inventory of our existing 
housing stock and conditions, but one 
of the tools that will help us make well-
informed modifications to our Compre-
hensive Plan, which drives all local zoning 

regulations. The discussion about safe and 
affordable housing will continue, and will 
be part of a larger discussion about eco-
nomic development.

Ossining today is, in part, a result of de-
cisions made by past Village administra-
tions. Elected officials in the 1970s bought 
into the prevailing wisdom of their day, 
and decided that Urban Renewal was a 
wise idea for our downtown. The results 
of Urban Renewal, which demolished 
two of the five corners at the heart of our 
downtown, have been mixed, at best. The 
people living in those buildings lost their 
homes, and our downtown lost beautiful 
architecture, as well as a whole side of the 
street which completes the balance need-
ed for a truly thriving downtown.

But as with any major change, there 
comes opportunity. I am grateful to be 
Mayor in a moment when we are poised 
to capitalize on the space that was left by 
Urban Renewal. Rather than perceiving it 
as a scar on our downtown business dis-
trict, I recognize it as an incredible gift 
for the Village. Where there were once 
buildings filling each block, we have an 
opportunity to create a welcoming public 
gathering space in the heart of the Village. 
Today these spaces provide parking, and 
host our weekly farmer’s market and a 
number of festivals and events throughout 
the year. But the potential for these open 
spaces to inspire people to spend time in 
our downtown is no where close to being 
fully realized. At this stage, let’s not limit 
our vision to any particular size and scope 
of what structures may be built in these 
spaces, or how parking will be expanded.

Our goal as we actively shape the fu-
ture we wish to experience for Ossining, 
must be to create a public gathering place 
where a mother wants to sit and read a 
book to her child; a place where high 
school students gather in the afternoon 
to share a smoothies with their friends; 
a place where seniors from Maple House 
rest on their way home from a little shop-
ping up the block; a place where families 
enjoy ice cream on a hot summer night; 
a place where co-workers sip coffee dur-
ing a break from their second story Main 
St business that thrives in tomorrow’s 
economy, and it’s a business that we could 
not even conceive of when we drafted our 
most recent Comprehensive Plan. And 
yes, sometimes it will be a place that hosts 
cultural festivals and holiday tree light-
ings. But to be a success, this public gath-
ering place must be an essential compo-
nent of a whole downtown that is buzzing 
with activity on any given Tuesday--with 
no festival required to make people want 
to show up.

In recent years, we’ve laid the ground-
work for what’s next. A few years ago, the 
Village commissioned a study by consult-
ants to inform the Board and the com-
munity of what a developer would seek to 
build on the Market Square properties to 

maximize their profitability. It was almost 
two years ago, that several community 
members joined me in workshops and 
online venues to gather feedback from the 
community of what we’d like to see hap-
pen for these properties. And right now 
the Sing Sing Prison Museum is closer 
than ever to becoming a reality. It is ex-
citing to explore how that major institu-
tion could impact our local landscape and 
economy.

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the topic of public discussion that elicited 
an intensity of passion among community 
members this year, second perhaps only 
to housing--the roundabout. Construc-
tion of the new intersection is planned 
for the summer of 2017. Ossining will be-
come the only Hudson River community 
to have a modern roundabout at the heart 
of its downtown. Because of the dramati-
cally improved safety that roundabouts 
provide, they are the go-to recommenda-
tion by the NYS DOT, and many other 
states, for any new and upgraded intersec-
tion construction. Because even small sin-
gle-lane roundabouts like the one we will 
have, require a larger footprint than an 
electrified signal, roundabouts are often 
not an option in densely built downtowns. 
It is only because of the negative space left 
by Urban Renewal that the roundabout 
was an option for us to consider in our 
decision making for this necessary infra-
structure upgrade.

So, our job today as a community, is to 
actively participate in shaping the change 
we wish to see for our downtown. Some 
entrepreneurs are already investing their 
talents, their treasure, and their dreams 
into our local economy. First Village Cof-
fee is one of the recent new businesses to 
open and find a very enthusiastic and loyal 
customer base on Main St. Just before they 
opened, I was speaking with an engaged 
community member, someone has spent 
a fair amount of time thinking about our 
local economy. He said to me, “I’m really 
worried that the coffee shop is not going 
to have enough customers to survive.” This 
well-intentioned resident grossly under-
estimated our community’s appetite for a 
welcoming, high quality, gathering space 
in our downtown. Let us not underesti-
mate Ossining’s future, and instead em-
brace more of that faith in the spirit of our 
community that leads local entrepreneurs 
to open businesses in Ossining.

Every two years, elected officials in the 
Village come to the voters and ask to serve 
another term. I imagine if you asked each 
of us on this stage, we’d each have a unique 
story of what made us seek office. But I 
also imagine there would be a universal 
theme of our desire to serve this com-
munity that we love. It’s that same love of 
Ossining that brought each of you here 
to this gym at the Community Center, to 
share part of New Year’s Day with your 
neighbors.

Ossining is Poised for Great Things in 2017

PHoTo By oFFIR kIlIon
ossining Mayor Victoria Gearity takes oath of  
office with parents. 
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By Neal Rentz
Lifelong Peekskill resident Z. Smith 

did not have a difficult time determining 
his career path.

Since childhood he has loved various 
types of pets and he has turned that 
passion into his profession. As a youth 
he owned fish and turtles and animals 
he found in the woods that he would 
later release and later purchased snakes. 
Today, he owns two cats.

Smith is the owner of the Zoo Pet 
Center in Peekskill. The store had “zoo” 
in its name when Smith purchased it 
in 2007, the first business he has ever 
owned. The store was originally located 
two blocks north of its current 828 
Washington St. site. 

Smith started out as an employee of 
the store in 1996. “I didn’t want to look 
for another job,” he said in a recent 
interview. “It just felt natural when my 
previous boss (the late Frank Fonte) 
was ready to give up the business that I 
wanted to move in and give it a shot and 
see what I could do with it.”

“I was always into the hobby,” Smith 
recalled. “When I was 18, I had a little 
tough time finding a job.” But after Fonte 

gave him a job, “It just clicked and it just 
worked” and Smith decided to make the 
pet business his profession. “I guess it 
was a natural calling,” he said.

The 1,500-square-foot store offers 
a wide range of pets and pet-related 

products including a variety of fish, 
coral for fish tanks, aquarium supplies, 
different types of birds, lizards, snakes, 
pet food, bedding  and toys, and leashes. 

“It’s always exciting when we get a new 
batch of stuff at the end of the week,” 

Smith said. 
Smith said his clients come from as 

far south as Ossining and as far north as 
Poughkeepsie. 

He said he wants to expand his 
business. “The goal is to get bigger 
and grow,” he said, adding he would 
potentially like to operate a larger store 
“and maybe make it a family business.” 
Smith and his fiancée welcomed their 
first child, Scarlett, in December. Their 
daughter was named after the Scarlett 
O’Hara character in “Gone with the 
Wind,” Smith said.  

Smith said he is grateful about finding 
a profession to his liking. “I’m one of the 
few people in the world that probably 
likes their job,” he said. 

Zoo Pet Center is located at 828 
Washington St. in Peekskill. For more 
information, call 914-739-1222 or visit its 
Facebook page.

Zoo Pet Center
Peekskill

Businesses

of the Week

neAl RenTz PHoTo
z. smith has owned the zoo Pet Center in Peekskill since 2007.
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Tuesday, Jan. 10
Yorktown Museum Exhibit:  The York-

town Museum , 1974 Commerce St., is 
presenting through March an exhibit about 
BELIVING –What do you believe in? Or 
rather what did you believe in when you 
were young? The renowned miniaturists’ 
Carol and Neal Pruzan with the staff at the 
Yorktown Museum have assembled won-
derful scenes showing examples of Magic, 
the Tooth fairy, Dragons, Fairy Tales, & 
Love ~ to name a few. They also show the 
darker side of what we believe in such as 
Ghosts and Witches. Special notice should 
be taken of the Margaret Hamilton doll 
representing the Wicked Witch of the West 
from the movie “The Wizard of Oz” made 
by Sheila Kwartler. The museum is open on 
Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 
914-962-2970 or YorktownMuseum.org.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in 
the second-floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-
grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community Ac-
upuncture is being held from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. The cost is $30. Come experience the 
beneficial effects of acupuncture in a group 
setting. Register: hyinhealth@gmail.com 
On the last Tuesday of the month from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Disorder Support 
Group, led by LCSW and clinical nutri-
tionist will be held.  Discuss and resolve is-
sues around relationships with food. Info/
register: hyinhealth@gmail.com or www.
hyinhealth.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 11
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who re-
side in Peekskill. The schedule is: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut – 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Prevention Class 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon. Call Terri Dean at 914-734-
4250 Ext.1 for more information. Classes 
are conducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs 
from the library.

POunD Program: POUNDTM Fitness 
Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio and 
stress relief jam session, fusing Pilates, car-
dio, plyometrics isometric movements and 
poses, is offered at Theatre and Dance Arts 
131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop in or week-
ly discount rates available. The program is 
being provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy 
for more information at 914 960-4097. 

anime Club:  An Anime Club meets 
every Wednesday from 3:15- to 4:30 p.m. 
at the Somers Library. Join us for a chance 

to watch anime from Crunchyroll with 
your friends. Info: 914 232 5717 or www.
somerslibrary.org.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First He-
brew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just 
west of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 
Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Torah Studies: Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the To-
rah studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as well 
as tackling timeless questions in the Jewish 
tradition. The classes are open to all, what-
ever your level of learning may be. The fee 
for the full season is $36, which includes 
textbook. Each class is independent. For 
more information, to view the topics of the 
classes, or to register call 914-962-1111.

Thursday, Jan. 12
religion Classes: A class on Talmud 

and the Ethics of our Sages ae being held 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Feel free to come - and to 
bring a friend - even if you cannot commit 
to coming to class weekly. We always wel-
come new participants. We meet (almost) 
every Thursday in the social hall on Thurs-
day mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon. No 
knowledge of Hebrew is expected, and no 
particular depth of Jewish knowledge is as-
sumed.  Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktown-
jewishcenter.org.

Swim lessons: Swimming lessons are 
being offered by Society Hill II, 2 Cam-
pus Rd., Peekskill.  Weekly classes are held 
on Thursdays and Saturdays. The session 
dates are Jan. 15 through March 12; March 
17 through May 14 and May 19 through 
July 9. Info: 914-686-9500.

Wine With Weiner: Come to Beth Am 
for an informal conversation with the Jew-
ish community on the issues that affect 
our lives at 7:45 p.m. With welcoming 
wine (or other beverages people bring), 
Rabbi Weiner facilitates a fascinating “laid-
back” discussion while bringing us closer 
as a Jewish community. Congregants and 
non-congregants alike are invited to take 
this journey with our Rabbi. No previous 
knowledge is required, and all backgrounds 
are welcome. Temple Beth Am is located at 
203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For information, 

please call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-
mail him atrabbiw@optonline.net 

Teen advisory Group:  Help volunteer 
at the Somers Library. We are looking for 
middle and high school students who are 
interested in developing and implement-
ing teen programs/events, creating book 
displays, enhancing the library’s Web site, 
and anything else we can think of.  All 
members will receive community service 
hours. The group will meet every other 
Wednesday from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. Regis-
ter online at www.somerslibrary.org or call 
914-232-5717.

Friday, Jan. 13
Coloring For adults: It’s not just for kids, 

and it’s the latest craze. Join our adult color-
ing book club at the Somers Library Meet-
ings will be held in the conference room 
every Friday from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Relax, 
color, and socialize for free. Materials are 
provided or you may bring your own color 
pencils and coloring books. Registration is 
not required. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second-floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315.

Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple Beth 
Am will “opens its doors to all who enter” 
for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. Our mod-
ern Sabbath service has a spiritually en-
gaging and warm feeling while following 
traditional modes. All are welcome to our 
friendly sacred space. Temple Beth Am is 
located at 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. For 
more information, please call our Rabbi at 
914-962-7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@
optonline.net  Tot Shabbat will precede the 
service at  5:30 p.m. Filled with movement, 
music, and ruach (spirit), Rabbi Robbie and 
Rebbetzin Ellen help bring in the Shabbat 
with that special “Shabbat Spirit” followed 
by a Shabbat dinner. The only cost of the 
dinner is a Shabbat Shalom smile. To RSVP 
or for more information, please email Reb-
betzin Ellen atRebbetzinEllen@gmail.com.

Jewish Center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Friday night Sabbath services at 6:15 p.m. 
and Sabbath services on Saturdays will be 
held at 9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays, after 
the services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah portion 
of the week.  Light refreshments are served 
and everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Saturday, Jan. 14
Putnam Valley Shabbat Service: Look-

ing for a modern Shabbat service steeped 
in Jewish tradition?   Come to Temple Is-
rael of Putnam Valley, a Conservative Egal-
itarian Synagogue situated on beautiful 
Lake Peekskill. Our inclusive, community-
lead services start at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays 
and are held in Hebrew and English. Enjoy 
a comfortable atmosphere where partici-
pation is appreciated, and afterwards stay 
for our delicious Kiddush lunch. Services 
are free; Family Memberships are $250 per 
year and include High Holiday Services. 
140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill.  For more 
information, visit or call (845) 528-2305.

Croton Point Programs: Two programs 
have been scheduled for this weekend at 
Croton Pont Park. An Eagle Walk has been 
scheduled for Jan. 14 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Bring binoculars and join naturalist 
Charlie Roberto for his annual tour to sight 
eagles wintering along the Hudson River. 
Meet at the Croton Harmon train sta-
tion boat ramp. On Jan. 14 and 15 Project 
Feeder Watch will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Learn to identify and count birds at the 
feeders with members of Saw Mill River 
Audubon. Go to sawmillriveraudubon.org. 
The program will also be held on Saturdays 
and Sundays through the end of January.  
For more information about the programs 
call 914-8642-5297.

Yorktown Shabbat Morning Services: 
Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown 
Rd., holds services on Saturday mornings. 
They are easy-to-follow services with He-
brew/English prayer books, a friendly en-
vironment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation visit www.ChabadYorktown.com.

Torah Study: Study Torah at Temple 
Beth Am will be held at 9 a.m. All are in-
vited to study Torah with our engaging 
Rabbi Robbie Weiner. Bagels and coffee are 
provided for all. No previous knowledge is 
required and all backgrounds are welcome. 
Temple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 962-7500 or e-mail him at 
rabbiw@optonline.net.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossin-
ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is be-
ing held indoors through April 15 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 34 S. Highland Ave. Customers 
old and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 
breads, baked goods, and much more. For 
a full list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free program Yoga: A Path to-
ward Wellness will be held on Jan. 16 and 30 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jeffer-

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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son Valley. The program is open to people 
living with breast, ovarian and gynecologi-
cal cancers. To learn more or to pre-register, 
which is required, call Support Connection 
at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Tree Of life: Arbor Vitae: Tree of Life, 
the tree paintings of Susan Stillman, will 
be on exhibit at the Anderson Chase Gal-
lery at Katonah Art Center through Feb. 3. 
The opening reception to meet the artist is 
scheduled for today from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
The Anderson Chase Gallery is located at 
the Katonah Arts Center, 65 Old Bedford 
Rd., Goldens Bridge. For more information 
visit AndersonChaseGallery.com or call 914 
232-4843, and the Web sites of Susan Still-
man: SusanStillmanFineArt.com and for 
Home Portraits, SusanStillman.com.

Sunday, Jan. 15
Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instruc-
tors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha 
Simpson at 914-319-4010.

Monday, Jan. 16
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.\

Fitness Classes: Mainstream, The In-
stitute for Mature Adults at Westchester 
Community College is hold Stay Strong 
and Fir (fall prevention) will hold Chair 
Yoga classes on Mondays through Aug. 29 
from 11 a.m. to noon at the Peekskill Sen-
ior Center, 4 Nelson Ave. There will be no 

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St. Mo-
hegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
ladies Only:  At the Yorktown Jewish 

Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. at 7:30 p.m., 
Marsha Sternstein will conduct her next 
monthly class discussing the intricacies 
of Hasidism. You do not need any prior 
knowledge; just bring your curiosity. The 
class is for women only; all are welcome 
and bring a friend. Info: 914-245-2324 or 
yorktownjewishcenter.org. The program 
will continue on Feb. 7, March 14, April 4, 
May 9 and June 13.

OFFERING CREDIT AND 
NON-CREDIT CLASSES 
IN PEEKSKILL
The Peekskill Extension is one of the Hudson 

Valley’s premier resources located in downtown 

Peekskill at 27 North Division Street. This Center 

o�ers 3-credit General Education courses and 

Digital Arts.  The Center also o�ers a specialized 

non-credit certificate and related courses in User 

Experience (UX) Design as well as ESL and other 

student services.  Learn in a state-of-the-art 

facility equipped with a Maker Space outfitted 

with 3D printing.

Westchester Community College
PEEKSKILL EXTENSION CENTER

914-606-7300 ▪ sunywcc.edu/peekskill
peekskill@sunywcc.edu

ducted in this case,” said McCarthy, whose 
written decision last month was greeted 
with unwelcomed outbursts of “Shame on 
You” and “No Justice in Cortlandt” by sup-
porters of the protestors.

“I listened carefully to each of your testi-
mony. I respect what you did. I respect your 
positions,” McCarthy remarked as about 
100 audience supporters stood up in a sign 
of solidarity for the “Montrose 9.” “I fol-
lowed the law as I believe it to be.”

Susan Rutman, Andrew Ryan, Linda 
Snider, Michael Bucci, Kim Fraczek, Melissa 
Freedman, Monica Hunken, George Pack-
ard, and Kathleen Thomas all had pled not 
guilty to the charges as their attorney, Martin 
Stolar, contended their actions were justified 
since they were trying to stop a greater harm 
in the expansion of the natural gas pipeline 
on November 9, 2015 at 6:30 a.m. and were 
left with no other recourse after all legal and 
regulatory options had been exhausted.

Stolar filed a motion requesting McCarthy 
dismiss the case in the interest of justice but 
was denied. Following Friday’s sentencing, 
Stolar said he had filed a notice of appeal with 
the state Court of Appeals in a last ditch at-
tempt to reaffirm his client’s necessity defense.

It took McCarthy four months to issue 

his decision following the conclusion of a 
trial which Stolar and the “Montrose 9” were 
hopeful would become a landmark case us-
ing their defense in environmental litigation.

“I was hoping you would rule in our favor. 
I was looking for judicial relief, judicial pro-
tection,” Bucci said to McCarthy before his 
sentencing. “You let us down. You let our com-
munity down. Democracy has failed us here.”

“I spent the holidays in a very sad state 
thinking I was found guilty for something 
where I was trying to do a positive thing to 
stop a disaster,” Snider said.

Hunken said she opposed the pipeline in 
honor of her late father who died from the 
effects of fracking.

“If we do not stand up against corpora-
tions, they will mow us down,” she said in a 
powerful statement to McCarthy. “We can-
not allow corporations to treat us as if we are 
sacrificial zones. I hope one day you realize 
we did this for you and your family.”

Fraczek told McCarthy she was “disap-
pointed” with his decision and suggested 
her appearance in court may not be her last.

“We opened up the community to this 
danger. We informed you of this danger,” 
she said. “This is not going to end. We are 
committed to stopping the pipeline. You 
may see us again.”

Defiant Pipeline Protestors 
Lambast Cortlandt Judge 
Continued from page 1
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When I first started buying mattresses 
on my own many years ago, all I had to 
consider were the size and degree of firm-
ness. 

Today, with high-technology “smart” 
beds that sense and automatically adjust 
all night to optimize the sleep ex-
perience, choosing how to spend 
time with our longest-term 
sleeping partner is a whole new 
ball game.

Our relationships with our 
mattresses vie with any kind of 
personal liaisons we might ever 
have in our lifetime. If you survive 
the average life expectancy, you 
will spend 36,000 nights snuggled 
up to your most supportive com-
panion.

When it came time for me to 
buy my first mattress on my own, how-
ever, I found that, as a young college stu-
dent, I was far from sensitive about com-
fort. To create both a modern sofa and a 
bed, I bought a six-foot long piece of foam 
rubber and laid it over a hollow door, sup-
ported by four cinder blocks. To keep my 
handyman special from appearing primi-
tive, I attached a pleated skirt to hide the 
cinder blocks. As a bed, it was indeed tor-
turous. 

For my first apartment in New York 
City, I bought an inexpensive mattress 

from Macy’s and, as I recall, it was the 
superstore’s own brand. Even though it 
was inexpensive, it was dreamily com-
fortable. When my girlfriend, now my 
wife, came to my apartment for the first 
time, I showed her my antique sleigh bed, 

bragging that I probably had the 
most comfortable mattress ever. 

“Why don’t you give it a try?” 
I suggested innocently. She re-
fused, obviously thinking that it 
was a ruse of some kind. Things 

were different in those days.
There is evidence that peo-

ple have been seeking softer 
sleeping surfaces for more than 
10,000 years. Since the Egyptian 
Pharaohs had beds of ebony and 
gold, it is assumed that they de-
vised something soft to place in 

them, but common people simply slept 
on palm bows heaped in a corner. By Ro-
man times, mattresses were stuffed with 
reeds, hay, wool or feathers. During the 
Renaissance, mattresses were made of pea 
shucks or straw and covered with sumptu-
ous velvets, brocades and silks. Their fill-
ing, however, became a banquet for bugs. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the term 
“sleep tight” was coined when mattresses 
were placed on a web of ropes that needed 
regular tightening to prevent sagging. The 
second part of that phrase, “don’t let the 

bedbugs bite,” expressed a condition that 
was common then and seems to have res-
urrected with a vengeance recently.

By the late 19th century, cotton mat-
tresses that were less attractive to vermin 
dominated.

In 1900, James Marshall invented and 
patented the “pocket coil.” The coil was 
placed inside a pocket made of cotton and 
individually suspended, with materials 
placed on top that provided comfort.

By the 1930s, innerspring mattresses 
with upholstered foundations gained the 
prominent position they still enjoy.  

Futons were introduced in the 1940s, 
foam rubber mattresses appeared in the 
‘50s, followed by waterbeds in the ‘60s and 
airbeds in the ‘80s. Most of us still rely on 
innerspring mattresses.

In selecting a mattress, you might con-
sider the suggestion of the International 
Sleep Products Association that you spend 
at least 15 minutes lying on it. Then again, 
you might not. The last time I bought a 
mattress, I tried six different models and 
can’t imagine that I would have spent an 
hour-and-a-half dozing off at Sleepy’s.  

Much of the firmness debate is solved 
by the new options for adjustability, even 
for each side of the bed.

Then there is the question of how big 
the mattress should be. Widths range 
from 39 inches for a twin to 76 inches for 

a king, and lengths range from 75 to 84 
inches.  

While the square footage of homes and 
the size of bedrooms is shrinking, anyone 
sharing a bed may think twice about di-
minishing the size of the bed proportion-
ately. Did you know that if you share your 
bed with a partner and it is a simple dou-
ble bed, you have only as much personal 
sleeping space as a baby in a crib?  

My wife tells a cute story about mat-
tresses. When she took her 88-year-old 
mother to buy a new mattress and the 
salesman noted that it came with a 20-
year guarantee, her mother said, “At my 
age, I only need a five-year guarantee. Can 
I get a better price for that?” 

Today, with the new Sleep Number 360 
Smart Bed, it’s almost scary to consider 
that it automatically warms its owner’s 
feet and knows when he or she is snor-
ing and subtly adjusts to alleviate it. What 
other nocturnal needs might mattresses 
address in the future?

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Mattress: Reflections on Our Longest Term Sleeping Partner

The 
Home 
Guru

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera

Sound Advice for 2017!

914-522-2076 (cell)

NOW is the best time to list your home for sale
when inventory is at historic lows and buyers are
clamoring for housing in our area.

Let’s meet to discuss how I can
work with you to achieve the 
best price for your home at this
time. I’m always here for you.

“The Home Guru”
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RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Let Us Keep 
You Warm! 

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312
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aCrOSS
1. South African antelope
4. Goof
7. More than impress
10. Campaigned for political 
office
11. Gravity force letter
12. Young fellow
13. Start of many church 
names
14. Feeling unworthy, maybe
16. This Westchester/Putnam 
limo service will
make any event magical
18. Builder’s work place
19. Yorktown orthodontist, 
goes with 26 down
22. German river
24. Like a busybody
25. Manner of speaking
27. Goggle
29. It blossoms
31. Obtain
34. Promising words
35. “Wow!”
36. Bishop’s jurisdiction
37. Fraternity letters

38. Modern day evidence
39. Miss after marriage
40. Do like

DOWn
1. “Nasty!”
2. Spiral shell dwellers
3. Like some director’s cuts
4. Mild oath
5. Come back on
6. Sanity
7. Fire remnant
8. Heartsickness
9. Destroy
15. Comic’s foil
17. Port city of Brazil
20. Empress of old Russia
21. Exaggerated
23. Modern medical 
philosophy
26. See 19 across
28. Unevenly notched, as a leaf
30. ‘’Pee-___ Big Adventure’’ 
(1985 film)
31. Singer Stewart
32. Billion years
33. Half a dance

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

Across

1. South African antelope

4. Goof

7. More than impress

10. Campaigned for political office

11. Gravity force letter

12. Young fellow

13. Start of many church names

14. Feeling unworthy, maybe

16. This Westchester/Putnam limo service will 
make any event magical

18. Builder's work place

19. Yorktown orthodontist, goes with 26 down

22. German river

24. Like a busybody

25. Manner of speaking

27. Goggle

29. It blossoms

31. Obtain

34. Promising words

35. "Wow!"

36. Bishop's jurisdiction

37. Fraternity letters

38. Modern day evidence

39. Miss after marriage

40. Do like

Down

1. "Nasty!"

2. Spiral shell dwellers

3. Like some director's cuts

4. Mild oath

5. Come back on

6. Sanity

7. Fire remnant

8. Heartsickness

9. Destroy

15. Comic's foil

17. Port city of Brazil

20. Empress of old Russia

21. Exaggerated

23. Modern medical philosophy

26. See 19 across

28. Unevenly notched, as a leaf

30. ''Pee-___ Big Adventure'' (1985 film)

31. Singer Stewart

32. Billion years

33. Half a dance

Crossword

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary --
with Your Choice of Passbook or Statement Savings!

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 3, 2017.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any an-
niversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  
Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2017 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2017.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2018 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2018.

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - PASSBOOK-STATEMENT-BONUS - EFF DATE 1-3-2017.indd   1 12/5/2016   3:42:40 PM
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SMaLL NewS iS BiG NewS 914-864-0878

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

yorktown High school graduate and BsA Troop 165 eagle scout Brian Fitzgerald, shown with his 
parents and two brothers, has enlisted in the U.s. Army and left January 4 to Missouri for basic training, 
as well as his advanced individual training. yorktown Councilman Vishnu Patel presented Fitzgerald 
with an American flag and the community’s best wishes.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011017

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 

INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 

of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 

Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 
Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011017
continued from previous page
MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
Delaware: New homes- Sussex and Kent 
counties from $169,000. 9 communities 
close to Rehoboth Beach, Delaware Bay 
(Bowerís Beach), or Nanticoke River Sea-
ford. 302-653-7700 www.LenapeBuilders.
net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 

Brewster or company facility’s Putnam, 
Westchester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Reg-
ister
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

In my previous two columns, I’ve re-
ported on the greatest fraud in wine 
collecting history. Rudy Kurniawan, the 
darling of the world’s high-end collectors 
from the early 2000s to 2012, was both 
a buyer and a seller of the world’s most 
prestigious and rare wines. His 
notoriety came to a head when a 
collector, Bill Koch (of oil mag-
nates Koch brothers fame), sued 
Rudy for fraud. 

In March 2012, Rudy was ar-
rested for selling counterfeit 
wines to the world’s wealthiest 
Masters of the Universe. He was 
convicted in September 2014, 
sentenced in August 2014 and is 
currently serving a 10-year sen-
tence in a Federal prison. 

Here’s a perspective I found 
mind-boggling: In all, Rudy, over a 
number of years, purchased more than 
$40 million of authentic wine at auctions 
and from private collectors. In one year, 
2006, he sold more than $36 million of 
counterfeit wine. 

A recently released movie, “Sour 
Grapes,” chronicles the misadventures of 
Rudy. In reviewing the movie last week, 
I expressed my dismay at the gullibility 

of wealthy individuals, who seek fame 
and glory, at times contrary to logic and 
intuition. However, the movie was fas-
cinating; I heartily recommend it for its 
subject matter (rare wine), entertain-
ment value (the infatuation of intel-

ligent people with an improb-
able fraudster) and drama (the 
incredulity, denial and stress of 
one-per centers that they could 
be duped).

This week my thoughts ran to 
the aftermath of Rudy’s debacle. 
At his sentencing, in addition to 
incarceration, he was ordered to 
reimburse victims $24.8 million 
in losses.

Federal agents were charged 
with selling Rudy’s confiscated 
assets. 

I had a flashback to the final scene in 
the movie: a giant 6,000 pound magnet 
at a Texas waste disposal site, circa 2015, 
slowly descended on a large-format bot-
tle of French wine. As I watched in awe, 
the bottle was slowly crushed, with wine 
and glass spreading in every direction. 

But I’m getting ahead of myself. Here-
with is an accounting of the results of 
the government’s efforts to recover the 

court-mandated restitution judgement.
First, Rudy was ordered to pay the sum 

of $150 per month until the $24.8 mil-
lion judgement is repaid. This conjures 
up a carryover from the days of debtor 
prisons. 

Next, to the liquidation of Rudy’s sub-
stantial assets.

1. His cars - $310,000.
2. His collection of 21 luxury watches - 

well in excess of $600,000
3. Two homes in California, including 

the valuable art collection on the walls - 
undisclosed millions.

4. His 23% ownership in a winery in 
Burgundy, France - $726,000. 

5. Finally, the wines. The wines? They 
must have been all counterfeit, you’re 
thinking. Not quite. Not all of the confis-
cated wines were counterfeit. More than 
5,000 bottles were stored in a private 
warehouse. Only 392 bottles were coun-
terfeit and in the movie are shown being 
destroyed by Federal agents at the above 
mentioned Texas waste disposal site.

To quote Federal marshals: “While 
there can be no guarantee with 100% 
certainty in any situation such as this, to 
the best of our knowledge, the wines we 

are selling are genuine.”
The top lot of the 4,711 bottles auc-

tioned, three bottles of 1911 Domaine 
de la Romanée-Conti, fetched $45,200 - 
even though all three bottles were miss-
ing their main labels. 

The auction results? More than $1.5 
million was raised.

Is this a fitting end to the largest wine 
fraud in history, or a portent of the even-
tual outcome of future frauds? As long as 
there is avarice and the inflated egos in 
the rarified community of high-end wine 
collectors, I fear the latter. And by the 
way, it is estimated there are still 10,000 
bottles of Rudy’s counterfeit wines in col-
lector’s cellars. Who knows when these 
may show up at an auction or on a dinner 
table? In all likelihood, no one.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. Nick is a member of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine writers. He also of-
fers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behav-
ior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

A Postmortem on the Rudy Kurniawan/Sour Grapes Saga

By Nick Antonaccio
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Somers junior swingman Lorenzo Bicknese (32) gets some serious hang time to 
defend Walter Panas G Brandon Hodge in the Tuskers’ 46-34 over the host Panthers 
last Wednesday night when the active Bicknese dropped a game-high 19 points off  
the bench. The well-rounded Hodge went for 18 points, dished four assists and 
grabbed four boards, but the Panthers couldn’t buy a bucket in the pivotal fourth 
quarter of  the League II-C game... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Somers 
F Leads 

Tuskers in 
Win over 

Panas

Bicknese 
Slapper!
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Girls Hoops NotebookSports

Somers Sitting Pretty Among Class A Title Contenders
By Tony Pinciaro & Ray Gallagher

Even though his SOMERS 
team played in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament and finished second, 
coach Marc Hattem rewarded his 
team.

“We were able to get some rest 
after the Slam Dunk, which I think 
was great for the team,” Hattem 
said.

Hattem did this knowing his team 
would return from the Christmas 
break to play league rivals WALTER 
PANAS and LAKELAND.

“Going into those two games 
we knew they would be extremely 
tough because Panas and Lakeland 
are very good, tough squads,” 
Hattem said. “Plus, any time you 
play league games everyone knows 
each other’s tendencies.”

It was state-ranked (No.11) 
Somers who may have known a 
little more than it would let on as 
the Tuskers opened the week with a 
49-39 victory over Panas (8-3), then 
followed it up with a 46-35 triumph 
of a two-loss Lakeland team (7-2).

Tusker G Hannah Angelini led 
the way against Panas with 17 
points and Dani DiCintio and Liv 
Lipski each connected on four 
three-pointers apiece.

Jackie Penzo finished with a 
game-high 17 points and Angelini added 
13 points against Lakeland as the Tuskers 
improved to 7-4 and look very much like 
a team that might compete for the Class A 
Section 1 title in early March. In their last 
four games, the Tuskers have not allowed 
an opponent to surpass 40 points.

“We knew that we were in for a battle, 
and we were, against Panas and Lakeland,” 
Hattem said. “We have to play them again 
and we better bring our A game.”

OSSINING senior guard Andra 
Espinoza-Hunter continued her scoring 
tear with 52 points in an 84-55 win over 
Fox Lane, raising the state-ranked (No.6) 

Pride’s record to 8-2.
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci noted that it 

was Espinoza-Hunter’s second consecutive 
50-plus-points game and third in the last 
six game. The UConn-bound Espinoza-
Hunter, who is averaging 42.5 points per 
game, also finished with 12 rebounds, 
eight steals and three assists.

“Andra has been playing at a very high 
level since returning to Ossining,” Ricci 
said. “She has a tremendous work ethic 
and has added much needed leadership to 
our team.” 

Wing Kelsey Quain added 12 points 
and G Jaida Strippoli finished with seven 
points, 11 assists and four steals for the 

four-time defending NYS champion Pride, 
who remain the Class AA favorites. C 
Kailah Harris contributed six points, five 
rebounds, three steals and two assists as 
Ossining raced out to a 14-point lead after 
the first quarter.

Ossining will face perennial Rockland 
County-power North Rockland, Tuesday. 
The Pride will have the remainder of the 
week free of games before playing Mary 
Louis Academy (Queens), Monday, in 
the Rose Classic at Nazareth High School 
(Brooklyn).

“Mary Lewis is the favorite to win the 
CHSAA this year,” Ricci said. “There are 
three days of games at the Rose Classic. It 
is a college showcase. I decided to bring 
our team there to be tested against the 
best.”

LAKELAND split a pair of games as the 
Hornets beat John Jay-Cross River, 46-26, 
but dropped a 46-35 verdict to Somers.

Colleen Walsh led Lakeland with 17 
points against John Jay and Jess Ascencao 
added nine points and 12 rebounds.

“The girls played with high energy the 
whole game and played great defense,” 
said Lakeland coach Miranda Lustig of 
the victory. “The Somers’ game was a well-
fought game. We played tough defense and 
did a great job on their shooters, but we 
just couldn’t get it going on offense. And 
Penza had a great game for them.”

Colleen Walsh finished with eight 
points and nine rebounds for the Hornets, 
now 7-2 this season. Kelsey Walsh and 
Ascencao each had seven points.

MAHOPAC defeated archrival 

CARMEL, 41-26, to move within a game 
of .500 (4-5), behind 12 points from 
Claire Felix and nine points from Zina 
McInerney.

Mahopac led 16-11 at the half, but took 
control of the game in the third quarter, 
outscoring the Rams, 12-5.

“I felt we played well defensively, 
turning turnovers into points which, we 
haven't been doing well enough,” Mahopac 
coach Chuck Scozzafava said. “On offense, 
we did a good job of moving the ball and 
finding the open person.”

Maria Mazzini led Carmel with 10 
points. 

BREWSTER resumed action Friday, but 
it was Panas that came away with a 46-41 
victory.

“It was a very tight game from start to 
finish and we had to battle through foul 
trouble,” Brewster coach Mike Castaldo 
said. “The girls did a great job of fighting 
back into the game late into the third 
quarter, cutting their lead to two. However, 
we only scored four points in the final 
frame and Panas did a great job of not 
giving us anything easy.”

Julia Borsari paced Brewster (5-7) with 
16 points and 10 rebounds. Brewster, now 
5-6 this season, will face Lakeland and 
John Jay-Cross River this week.

HENDRICK HUDSON played one 
game and it was a 68-43 loss to perennial 
Class AA power and sectional finalist, Our 
Lady of Lourdes. Hen Hud is now 6-2 this 
season.

The Sailors (6-2) trailed by four at the 
half, 35-31, but the Warriors outscored 
Hen Hud, 21-7 in the third quarter.

Maria Scalf and Kamryn Sherman led 
Hen Hud with 12 points apiece. Jaelynn 
Smith finished with nine assists and three 
steals and Taylor Prokopiak added six 
points and five rebounds.

Hen Hud has a tough week as the 
Sailors played Yorktown Monday, 
before facing Pearl River Tuesday and  
Peekskill Thursday.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
SOFTBALL/BASEBALL:

Softball Ages 5-16 Years Old $140 
Baseball Ages 5-17 Years Old $140
Girls Volleyball: Grades 3-12 $110

Registration: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Saturday, January 21st 9am-2pm
Tuesday, January 24th 7pm-9pm

Saturday, January 28th 9am-12pm
If January 21st or 28th cancelled because of snow

Makeup will be Saturday Feb. 4th 9am-12pm
For More Information Call: 914-962-7099 (Leave Message) or

ShrubOakAC.org

Somers G Jackie Penzo and the Tuskers are 
among the legit Class A title contenders this 
season.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown’s Alyssa Francese and Huskers (4-3) have an 
extremely busy week of  action coming with six games 
between Monday and Saturday, including the Huskers’ 
Budries Tournament.

Putnam Valley freshman Kelli Venezia and Tigers 
have exceeded expectations with a solid 6-4 start.
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Putnam Challenge Proves Unkind to Putnam Teams, Who Go 1-3
Mahopac Knocks off John Jay CR; PV, Haldane, Brewster Fall
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The 10th annual Putnam Challenge was 
supposed to run from 10 a.m. to about 10 
p.m. last Saturday but the snow stopped 
the show after two of the six games, and 
when play resumed on Sunday five of the 
six games were contested and the  IAABO 
Board 161 had done its part to raise some 
scholarship funds for some needy students 
while providing an outlet for competition. 
Kuddos to a pack of referees who truly 
care about their community for doing so.

Host Carmel’s game against Croton was 
cancelled, leaving a one-win Mahopac 
team as the lone Putnam County club 
to win as Brewster was knocked off by 
Arlington, Haldane was defeated by North 
Salem and Putnam Valley lost in double 
OT to Dobbs Ferry.

It was indeed a sign of the times in 
Putnam County, as basketball has dipped 
significantly this season after what many 

considered the finest run in history from 
2011 to 2016 when Mahopac (four straight 
Class AA Finals 4s and a championship 
appearance from 2011-14), Putnam Valley 
(four-straight Class B Final 4’s and two 
championship appearances from 2013-
2016) and Haldane (back-to-back Section 
1 Class C titles 2015-16) were representing 
like few before ever have.

In fact, most local coaches will admit 
that basketball is down overall in Section 
1 after a terrific run; all things being 
cyclical, it was bound to happen.
CLASS A

There were a slew of big games this week 
and some real indicators to signal 'the 
haves from the have nots', perhaps none 
bigger than HEN HUD's 55-52 overtime 
triumph of Lourdes and a beatdown the 
Sailors put on Sleepy Hollow.

Host Hen Hud (6-2, 2-0) saw Mekhi 
Gray go for 14 points and Thomas 
Maloney added a dozen as the Sailors' 
balance outlasted the Warrior duo of 
James Anozie (game-high 25 points) and 
Kevin Townes (16).

"I really loved our grit tonight," Hen 
Hud skipper Jordan Hirsch said after the 

Lourdes win. "It was a grind-it-out game 
against a very talented team."

The Sailors followed up that effort with 
another solid performance against Sleepy 
Hollow, which proved to be no match for 
the Sailors in a 63-48 win. Point guard 
Dylan Fraser was special, dropping 19 
points, all in second half, as the Sailors 
defeated a League II-E rival and now sits 
alone atop the division.

Time to get the Sailors on your radar or 
be sunk at sea…

In a game of many runs, SOMERS 
outlasted PANAS, 46-34. Somers (6-3) 
swingman Lorenzo Bicknese came off the 
bench to do what he does better than any 
Tusker in a uniform this season: Score! 
The junior led all scorers with 19 points 
and brings energy to the floor. Panas (5-

5) senior Brandon Hodge was as crafty as 
anyone on the floor, going for 18 points, 
four rebounds, four assists and two steals 
for the Panthers, who couldn’t keep up in 
the fourth and pivotal frame. The Panther 
did, however, recover on Friday in a 50-28 
romp of Brewster behind 16 points from 
G Stephan Reyes.

The Tuskers followed that up with 
another solid road win at Lakeland, 
defeating the struggling Hornets (2-7) by 
a 57-48 count… 

Yorktown’s Solomon Barer is met bead on by Ossining’s Kahseem Trotter in Huskers’ win over Pride.

Panas G Brandon Hodge takes flight in Panther 
loss to Somers last Wednesday.

Somers junior Lorenzo Bicknese does damage in 
Tusker win over Panas last Wednesday.

Haldane C Blaine Fitzgerald goes baseline in loss 
to North Salem Sunday at Putnam Challenge.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

continued on next page
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PEEKSKILL’s 68-66 win over Beacon 
continued the Red Devs’ ascension from 
the dead, which is where they were last 
season. This 7-3 start, bolstered by a recent 
forfeit win from Beacon, is a big deal, but 
if Peekskill finishes with anything less than 
10 wins now, it’ll be another lost season. 
It’s not how you start, but how you finish 
that matters in the land that produces 
Elton Brands, Mookie Jones’ and Hilton 
Armstrongs. Swingman CJ Redd (22 
points) and G Shion Darby (18) rallied 
Peekskill to a win in which the Red Devils 
had a significant lead they squandered, 
only to retake. Unfortunately, Peekskill 
could not match up with Lourdes in 
Friday’s 78-56 loss, which kind of throws 
some shade on all the brightness coming 
out of Peeky…

BREWSTER lost its Putnam Challenge 
game on Saturday, falling hard to 
Arlington, 61-31. Cameron Hart and 
Kevin Stefanick came off the bench and 
played well for the Bears, losers in four 
of the last five. Brewster (2-5) need to get 

right quickly and the upcoming schedule 
(Lakeland, John Jay CR) says they can 
be 4-5 if they get after it before they see 
Somers on the 18th of Jan…
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN (7-0) continued to look 
like the team to beat in League I-D this 
season after a 45-32 win over visiting 
OSSINING, who had little by way of 
stopping Husker F Tanner Dyslin. The 
senior stroked a game-high 18 points while 
hauling in seven rebounds and dishing 
four assists in a well-rounded effort. 
Husker G Sol Barer had another superb 
effort with 11 points, eight rebounds and 
five assists. At this point, it would not be 

beyond the realm of possibility to consider 
the Huskers as a legit Final 4 contender. 
Ossining, still struggling to find its niche, 
was led Kasheem Trotter’s 12 points…

What’s going on at MAHOPAC? After 
winning the season opener at CARMEL, 
the Indians (2-8) have dropped eight 
straight, including a 62-49 loss to RCK 

(3-6); hardly a 
Section 1 juggernaut. 
Pac C/F Ryan 
Dugan returned to 
the lineup after a 
prolonged absence 
to score eight points, 
but it wasn’t enough 
in what is shaping 
up as a sub-par 
campaign that the 
Indians hope to turn 
around in the second 
half. Mahopac got 
off on the right foot 
in Sunday’s 49-39 
win over John Jay 
CR, getting 18 points 
from point guard 
Andrew Ryan, who 
sat most of the first 
half in foul trouble. 
The senior dropped 
12 points in the 
pivotal fourth.

“Andrew got going 
tonight in what we 
considered a must win,” Mahopac boss 
Mike Simone said. “Mike Cazzari has 
been solid and Ryan Dugan has been a big 
lift since his return. He can do a lot for us.”

The entire unit needs to come together 
before the Indians are denied an 
outbracket attempt at making the Class 
AA playoffs…

 
CLASS B

PUT VALLEY is taking the necessary 
baby steps a team in rebuild mode must 
take in order to get back to where it expects 
to be. After four-straight Section 1 Final 4 
appearances and a pair of championship 
appearances, Coach Mike McDonnell’s 

Ossining’s Richard Bautista tries to stop 
Yorktown’s Matt Severino from going baseline in 
Huskers’ win over Pride.

Yorktown G Marc Spinelli gets a good look at rim 
despite effort from Ossining’s Richard Bautista in 
Husker win over Pride.

Yorktown F Tanner Dyslin powers his way to rim in undefeated Huskers’ win 
over Ossining.

Mahopac F Shane Loose battle for possession in Indians’ win over John Jay 
CR in Putnam Challenge Sunday.

Mahopac G Michael Cazzari has given the Indians a lift in recent games and did 
so again in Sunday’s Putnam Challenge win.

continued on next page
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Tigers (3-7) will be hard-pressed to make 
it five by late Feb. That said, sophomore TJ 
Brescia has shown substantial growth last 
week, including a pair of monster efforts 
against Riverside and Pawling, a pair of 
much-needed. While neither of those 
team are world beaters, Brescia ate up 
Pawling for 19 points and 12 boards and 
stroked a career-high 25 against Riverside 
while getting an All-Tourney nod at the 
Hastings Tournament. J.V. call-up Austin 
Fabiano, another soph in the PV lineup, 
was quick to make an impact, draining 
10 points and dishing five assists against 
Pawling.

Up next for PV is a very tough stretch 
of games against League III-E foes 
HALDANE (5-5) and North Salem (7-1). 

Haldane would love nothing more than 
to put the hurt to its neighboring rival, 
making this all the more riveting…

CROTON’s 45-27 loss to Westlake 
was a stark reminder that the Tigers (6-
2) still have a lot of work to do if they  
want to make hay in Class B…
CLASS C 

North Salem sank nine 3’s in its 65-
55 win over HALDANE in the Putnam 
Challenge where the Blue Devils lacked 

intensity, failed to guard 
the perimeter and left 
with work to do as 
the defending Class C 
champs if they want 
to get back to County 
Center, much less three-
repeat. Nick Dipoli 
scored 16 points for the 
Blue Devils (5-5) and 
Aidan Siegal added 15. 
Blaine Fitzgerald was 

held to just six points and the Blue Devils 
won’t win many games with that kind of 
production from the 6’7” center… 
PUTNAM/NWE FAB FIVE HOOPS POLL

No.1 YORKTOWN – Class AA 
Huskers (6-0) would be the No.1 seed in 
the tourney if the playoffs began today; 
yeah, we saw that coming. 

No.2 HEN HUD – Class A Sailors (4-
2) are a grizzled, athletic unit that go 9-10 

deep on most nights, 
so stamina should 
not be an issue Coach 
Hirsch will deal with. 
And the best part is: It 
always seems as if it’s 
a different guy every 
night making the 
main contributions; 
bodes well. 

No.3 SOMERS – 
Class A Tuskers (6-
3) appear to be so 
much better when 
junior swingman 
Lorenzo Bicknese is 
on the floor, spraying 
3’s from the corners/
wings. I reckon Coach 
D brings him off the 
bench for instant 
energy but I’d start 
him and play him 28 
or more.

No.4 PEEKSKILL 
– Class A Red Devils 

(7-3) still looked the part of a potential 
playoff team that might be able to get on 
a little post season run after outlasting 
feisty Beacon before falling to Lourdes.

No.5 PANAS – Class A Panas (4-4) has 
a very impressive player in Hodge, who 
dazzled against Somers. Funny thing is 
#PanasNation took the day off (very few 
fans in attendance) and nobody really got 
to see this junior snapping ankles and 
what not.

HM CROTON – Class B Tigers (6-2) 
cruised over the minor speed bumps in 
their schedule but Westlake was the first 
of many pot holes that could lie in the 
difficult road ahead.

Haldane senior Marco Scanga powers up in the paint 
in Blue Devils’ Putnam Challenge loss to North Salem.

Mahopac F Joe Lilley locks into battle with Jay’s Aaron 
Cruz in Indians’ Putnam Challenge win Sunday.

Haldane G Nick Dipalo attacks rack in Blue Devils’ loss to North Salem 
in 10th annual Putnam Challenge Sunday at Carmel.

Mahopac Goes 
Pink in the 

Rink, Raises 
Awareness

The Mahopac hockey team 
beat Carmel 8-4 last Friday and 
raised $1500 for two charities 
@CommunityCares & @
LFPancreaticCan to help the fight 
against cancer.
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START NOW!
• Over 60 Group Exercise Classes 
   Including Yoga, Pilates, Spin, 
   Zumba, BODYPLUMP & More!
• Free Weight, Cardio Deck & 
  Women’s Fitness
• Basketball, Tennis & Soccer Turf
• Nursery & Towel Service
• And MUCH MORE!
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