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By Rick Pezzullo
The owner of a Peekskill home health 

care agency pled guilty last week to de-
frauding 67 employees out of $135,000 
in wages.

Arthur Anyah, owner of Mical Home 
Health Care Agency, Inc. on North Divi-
sion Street, pled guilty in state Supreme 
Court before Judge Barry Warhit and 
was ordered to pay restitution of more 
than $135,000 of back wages owed to 
workers and $66,000 in state unemploy-
ment insurance fund contributions and 
penalties. If he fails to pay by December 
8, he could face up to one year in jail.

“The most basic right for a worker is 

to be paid for your work,” said state At-
torney General Eric Schneiderman. “It 
is unacceptable for workers who serve 
vulnerable patients to be stiffed on wag-
es and then misled with false promises 
of payments. My office is dedicated to 
cracking down on wage theft and on bla-
tant disregard of the state unemployment 
insurance fund which provides basic 
protections for all New Yorkers.”

Mical provides services to patients 
who are elderly, sick, infirm or disabled. 
Between December 2012 and June 2015, 
Schneiderman said Anyah hired work-

Owner of Home Health 
Care Agency Pleads Guilty 

Buona Festa!
Food, music, games, fireworks 

and tradition were all part of  
the 94th Annual Our Lady of  

Mount Carmel Italian Feast 
held in Verplanck for five days 

last week. For more photos, 
see page 13.

rICk pezzuLLO phOtO
David pacchiana poses in new storefront at the Crossroads Shopping Center in peekskill.

By Rick Pezzullo
Six years exactly to the day he acquired 

Panio Wines and Liquors, David Pacchi-
ana reluctantly had to relocate his busi-
ness to an empty storefront near Rite Aid 
and Antonio’s Pizzeria in the Crossroads 
Shopping Center in Peekskill.

Pacchiana, a resident of Cortlandt, had 
a lease with the City of Peekskill to stay 
put where Panio had become a fixture 
since 1979 until 2020, but city officials 
flexed their eminent domain muscle 
and cancelled the lease in mid-March to 
make room for the $11.9 million Central 
Fire Station planned at the intersection 
of Main and Broad streets.

Through some legal maneuvering, 
Pacchiana was able to stall the city off 
until this month, but his time officially 
ran out on Friday and now he’s trying to 
reestablish his business in a less visible 
spot that is about 400 square feet smaller 

than the self-standing building he previ-
ously occupied.

“We think we can work with this 
space,” Pacchiana said in an exclusive 
interview with the Northern Westchester 
Examiner. “We do believe in the growth 
of Peekskill and we want to be part of it. 
It just seems like there were a lot of other 
avenues they could have explored.”

An earlier plan for the Central Fire 
Station, which will house five of the city’s 
six volunteer fire companies, would have 
wiped out a handful of businesses in the 
Crossroads Shopping Center. A revised 
plan for the smaller two-story facility 
that was championed by Mayor Frank 
Catalina only resulted in Pacchiana hav-
ing to make a life change.

“When we first heard about it (Central 
Fire Station) we put ourselves in defen-

Liquor Store Owner Flushed Out by New Central Fire Station

Continued on page 2
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sive mode, trying to save for a rainy day 
and prepare for the worst,” Pacchiana 
said. “We tried to strategize how to get 
through without losing our business. It 
took everything we had and now we have 
to build up over here what we had over 
there.”

Pacchiana said he had to sell a lot of 
his inventory to finance his move, which 
presented a problem since he stressed 
“this is an inventory run business.”

“The way to make money is to buy in 
volume,” he said. “We couldn’t buy a lot 
of products because we had to move out.”

Under state General Municipal Law, 
a municipality can only reimburse the 
owner or tenant of a commercial proper-

ty a maximum $25,000 to cover moving 
expenses. Pacchiana and the city remain 
at loggerheads in Westchester County 
Court over that issue.

“We feel our livelihood is worth more 
than $25,000,” Pacchiana said. “We’re not 
going to wrap it up until the judge makes 
a fair ruling. We’re just looking for a fair 
settlement given that our livelihood was 
taken away.”

Peekskill Deputy Corporation Coun-
sel Melissa Ferraro said she was unable to 
comment on the pending litigation but 
noted the city was able to proceed with 
the Central Fire Station now that Pacchi-
ana had packed his bags. More than two 
years ago city officials had publicly stated 
they were looking to break ground.

“Once he’s out of the property we can 
proceed with moving forward with the 
Central Fire Station,” Ferraro said. “The 
city has been trying to evict the tenant.”

City Manager Richard Leins said if 
bids for construction of the Central Fire 
Station are approved by the Common 
Council in September, ground could be 
broken by October 1. With an 18-month 
anticipated construction completion 
time table, city officials are eyeing a 
spring 2018 unveiling.

“Occupancy and possession have been 

settled,” Leins commented in regards to 
Panio Wines and Liquors. “We can only 
deal with the cards we’re dealt.”

Meanwhile, Pacchiana is optimistic 
about Panio Wines and Liquors, which is 
open seven days a week, having its loyal 
customer base get acquainted with its 
more modern look and attracting new 
clientele.

“We’ll have to go through a whole 
business cycle to see how we’re doing,” 
Pacchiana said. “We’re lucky we found a 
way to relocate.”
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Q: What is non-invasive breast cancer?   
A: You may have heard of a condition called Stage 0 
breast cancer. The most common type is DCIS (ductal 
carcinoma in situ), and involves the proliferation of 
abnormal cells within a woman’s milk ducts. Left 
untreated, these cells can develop into invasive breast 
cancer that spreads outside the duct into surrounding 
tissue. DCIS is considered malignant but is non-invasive; 
it has not spread from where it originated. Be aware, 
however, that about 80 to 85 percent of invasive breast 
cancers initially arise within the milk ducts.

Q: How is DCIS detected? 
A: It rarely presents as a lump you can feel. Typically, 
DCIS is detected by a screening mammogram as a 
cluster of calcifications (calcium deposits). If considered 
suspicious, a biopsy will be performed. For every 100 
clusters biopsied, 22 percent will be cancerous; of that 
group, about 80 percent will be DCIS, and a percentage 
of these will develop into invasive breast cancer. 

Q: What are my treatment options?
A: If a biopsy shows you have DCIS, your breast surgeon 
might recommend additional testing – such as an

ultrasound or MRI – before advising on surgery. Most 
women have a lumpectomy procedure to remove the 
cancerous tissue. You might also receive follow-up 
treatment, such as radiation or Tamoxifen hormone 
therapy. Outcomes for women treated for DCIS are 
outstanding: Ten-year data shows that their survival 
rate approaches 100 percent. 

Q: What can I expect if I have this procedure? 
A: Gather all the facts about the extent of your DCIS. 
Your breast surgeon will help evaluate the risk of it 
developing into invasive breast cancer by reviewing 
family history and ethnic origin, and may recommend 
genetic testing. Getting a second opinion is essential. At 
The Breast Institute at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
we only proceed if, after our pathology department 
reviews an outside biopsy report, our own pathologists 
agree with its findings. Above all, remember that “What 
if I do nothing?” is a perfectly legitimate question to ask. 

Understanding Non-Invasive Breast Cancer
What you need to know about screening 
and treatment options…

Anthony C. Cahan, MD, FACS
Chief, Breast Surgical Services
The Breast Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhbreastinstitute.org/DrCahan

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Ten-year data shows that the survival rate for 
women treated for DCIS approaches 100 percent.

Learn about complete 
breast health, visit 
www.nwhbreastinstitute.org

ers to provide services to patients but 
failed to consistently pay the workers. 
Instead, he induced the employees to 
keep working without pay by promising 
they would eventually get paid. After 
numerous workers quit, Anyah hired 
new employees and made the same 

failed promises.
In addition, Schneiderman said An-

yah created false tax documents and 
reported wages that were never actually 
paid to the workers. He also didn’t pay 
the required quarterly New York State 
unemployment insurance contributions 
for all employees.

rICk pezzuLL0 phOtO
Former panio Wines and Liquors building was standing in the way of  Central Fire Station.

Owner of Home Health Care 
Agency Pleads Guilty 
Continued from page 1

Liquor Store Owner Flushed Out by New Central Fire Station
Continued from page 1
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Seven of the nine “Montrose 9” protes-

tors who were arrested last November for 
disorderly conduct for blocking access 
to Spectra Energy’s construction yard 
on Route 9A steadfastly justified their 
actions as their trial resumed Friday in 
Cortlandt Town Court. 

“I did not take this lightly. This is very 
important, very serious,” Monica Hunk-
en stated on the stand before Town Jus-
tice Daniel McCarthy with about 75 sup-
porters in the audience listening intently. 
“It’s fighting for the world you want to 
see.”

The Crown Heights, Brooklyn resident 
was the first defendant to be questioned 
last week by attorney Martin Stolar, who 
is using a “necessity defense” in contend-
ing his clients were trying to stop a great-
er harm in the expansion of the contro-
versial natural gas pipeline on November 
9, 2015 at 6:30 a.m. since all legal and 
regulatory options had been exhausted.

Kim Fraczek, also a Brooklyn resi-
dent and co-director of the Sane Energy 
Project, which is dedicated to a vision of 
a 100% renewable energy New York City 
and New York State, maintained she and 
the other protestors had to resort to civil 
disobedience to get their message across 
since attempts to get support from elect-
ed officials and government agencies fell 

on deaf ears.
“We have appealed to every gov-

ernment agency and office to stop the 
pipeline. The system is not designed 
to change. Civil disobedience is what 
changes (things),” she said. “This was 
now time to accelerate in our protest and 

participate in civil disobedience.”
George Packard, a retired bishop 

from Rye who recalled the beauty of the 
Hudson Valley during leaf walks up the 
Hudson River years ago, stressed his par-
ticipation in the protest was a matter of 
principle.

“It had to do with this certain convic-
tion. I was angry,” he said. “It (pipeline 
construction) was like a self-serving rape 
of the land. A sense of anger grows when 
you see these things. It’s really very pain-
ful to see it.”

Kathleen Thomas, 76, of New York 
City, said she was hopeful the civil dis-
obedience would be as successful as 
marches for civil rights and the women’s 
movement were decades ago.

“You are determined to do something 
and you do it,” she said. “Holding signs 
on the side of the roadway doesn’t stop 
the pipeline.”

Michael Bucci, 68, a self-employed af-
fordable housing developer, said one ve-
hicle that tried to enter the driveway at 
2071 Albany Post Road hit his knee three 
times, but he didn’t back away.

“I was there to prevent a major disas-
ter, to prevent a great harm from happen-
ing,” he said. “The pipeline is huge under 
normal operating procedures. That pipe-
line is dangerous. We were resolute to 
keep standing there.”

Andrew Ryan, 63, of Hastings-on-
Hudson, and Melissa Freedman, 50, also 
testified last week. Linda Snider and Su-
san Rutman took the stand in June. All 
the defendants have pled not guilty to the 
charges.

rICk pezzuLLO phOtO
part of  the pipeline that runs through Verplanck near St. patrick’s Church. 

Pipeline Protestors Justify Actions in Trying to Halt Construction
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All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals:
 Ram 2352/23259, Pacifica 10764/20113 Compass 3924/16744 and Cherokee 6201/15842.  Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax and reg extra. Ends 7/31/16.

BROADCASTING LIVE!!

ALL JEEPS

& TRUCKS

WELCOME!

SAVE THE DATE!

AT OUR SISTER STORE

1952 ROUTE 6 CARMEL, NY

 

State Police
July 10
Police from the Cortlandt barracks 

charged Darrow Crosby, 50, of Peek-
skill, with aggravated unlicensed op-
eration and driving while intoxicated 
following a traffic stop in Peekskill for 
operating a vehicle with a loud exhaust. 
A DMV check indicated Crosby’s driv-
ing privileges were suspended due to 
a previous DWI-related arrest. Crosby 

was arraigned in Yorktown Court and 
remanded to Westchester County Jail in 
lieu of $15,000 cash or $25,000 bond.

Yorktown Police
July 9
1:25 p.m. – Lora Morgan, 55, was 

charged with trespassing after refusing 
to leave the home of a former acquaint-
ance in an apartment on Underhill Av-
enue. She was remanded to Westchester 

County Jail in lieu of $10,000 cash bail.
9:22 p.m. – Julio Coronel, 31, of Peek-

skill, was charged with driving while in-
toxicated following an accident on Old 
Crompond Road where his vehicle col-
lided with a utility pole.

July 2
11:55 a.m. – Joseph Colaizzi, 31, of 

Yorktown, was charged with being in 
possession of heroin, Xanax and hypo-

dermic needles following a report of a 
male on the Westchester County bike 
path with an unknown illness or injury.

11:58 a.m. – Gilbert Scripter, 60, of 
Putnam Valley, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated following a call from 
the Yorktown Post Office that the opera-
tor of a gray Honda that just left the post 
office was possibly intoxicated. Scripter 
was later located on Route 6 driving er-
ratically.

Police Blotter

By Rick Pezzullo
A Yonkers man pled guilty last week 

to murdering a 62-year-old man whose 
decomposing body was found by a jog-
ger along Route 133 in the Town of Os-
sining on August 24, 2015.

Joaquin Recinos Garcia, 27, could 
face a maximum sentence of 25 years to 
life without parole when he is set to be 
sentenced on September 8 in the death 
of Luis Blanco of Yonkers.

According to the Westchester Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, an investigation 
by the Ossining and Yonkers police de-
partments, district attorney and coun-
ty Department of Laboratories and 
Research revealed Garcia owed Blanco 
money and was scheduled to meet with 

Blanco on August 19, the day Blanco 
went missing.

It was determined that Garcia, along 
with an unindicted co-conspirator, 
picked up Blanco in a Ford SUV in 
Yonkers on August 19 and told Blanco 
he couldn’t pay the money he owed 
him. When Blanco threatened to in-
form Garcia’s employer, Garcia became 
angry, brandished a screwdriver and 
demanded Blanco hand over all his 
valuables.

Garcia then proceeded to stab Blanco 
multiple times. The other man in the 
back seat of the SUV then shot Blanco 
once in the back of the head. Garcia 
was arrested by Ossining Village Police 
on September 18. Joaquin Recinos Garcia

Man Pleads Guilty in 2015 Ossining Homicide Important Alert from 
Peekskill Police

On Thursday July 14, at around 8:25 
pm, this agency received a complaint of 
a possible attempted luring of a child. 
Complainant, who is a 13-year-old male, 
stated he was walking on Spring Street 
at about 8:15 p.m. when he observed 
white colored van with black colored 
bumpers and tinted windows on the 
sides, to be parked on the west side of 
the roadway. When he neared this van 
a tall heavy set white male, described as 
approximately 40-50 years of age, with 
dark bushy hair, clean shaven, wear-
ing a brown colored “Polo” brand shirt 
and blue jeans, red colored Nike “Hyper 

Continued on page 6



July 19 - July 25,  2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

Recently back from representing the 
United States in an international compe-
tition in Belgium, Croton’s budding teen 
linguist Caroline Norfleet has just gradu-
ated from the Oakwood Friends School 
in Poughkeepsie. 

Formally or informally, at Oakwood 
Friends she has studied Spanish, French, 
German, Chinese and Japanese.

This fall she will be moving to St. Paul 
to attend Macalester College, a small 
liberal arts school with a strength in the 

study of global issues.   She plans to ma-
jor in linguistics.

Norfleet was one of just two Ameri-
can high school students to participate 
in this year’s International Philosophy 
Olympiad. The related essay must be in 
one of three official languages: Spanish, 
French and German. She chose Spanish.

For her topic she selected various Eng-
lish sayings for her analysis. All relating 
to fate, they included “Life isn’t fair,” “it is 
what it is,” and “what goes around comes 
around.”

She considered the question whether 
she personally believes in fate. Mild-
mannered up to this point, her tone be-
came vehement. “No I do not. Once you 
decide something is your fate then that 
something becomes your fate. It makes 
itself true creating a self-perpetuating 
prophecy. If instead we assume fate is not 
real, then we end up having more free-
dom.”

“At Oakwood Friends, I had such great 
opportunities to branch out and try new 
things,” she said.

“There is a strong sense of community 
as teachers are more accessible and there 
are no cliques.”

Oakwood Friends School, founded in 
1796, is an independent, coeducational, 
college preparatory day and boarding 

school serving grades 6-12. Guided by 
Quaker values, Oakwood Friends edu-
cates and strengthens young people for 
lives of conscience, compassion and ac-
complishment.  It fosters a diverse com-
munity of students and staff in an atmos-
phere of mutual respect and enrichment, 
sensitive to the world and its needs.

Caroline Norfleet

Croton Teen Tempts Fate at International Olympiad

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Hunter Douglas Design Center

1857 Commerce St., Underhill Plaza,  
Yorktown Heights 
914 232-0133

WE WILL BEAT ANY MEASURED & 
INSTALLED PRICE FROM  ANY SHOWROOM DEALER!

On ALL Hunter Douglas Shades & Blinds
DRAPERIES • RE-UPHOLSTERY • CARPETING • BLINDS

All Window Treatments installed by Scott Berniker

FREE Measurements
FREE Installation

nweiss@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com                   *Ages 2-10       

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

*

phOtO by CheryLIne pezzuLLO

Star Sightings
Singer-songwriters nick Jonas and Demi Lovato thrilled fans during a promotional appearance 
at nearby Woodbury Commons last week.
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Servicing & Installing Pool Heaters, 
Generators, Air Conditioners  

and All Furnaces.
Save On Our Summer sales!

Call Today!
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

By Rick Pezzullo
Is the sober living home on Underhill 

Avenue in Yorktown looking to change 
direction a little more than a year after 
opening?

While one of the principal owners of 
Constellations Recovery, Tom McCros-
san, declined to comment last week 
on speculation in the neighborhood 
that something was in the works since 
there had been no visible activity at the 
8,470-square-foot home at 482 Under-
hill in several weeks, Yorktown Supervi-

sor Michael Grace said the town had not 
been officially notified of any change of 
use.

“I have no knowledge of anything 
happening there. It seems very quiet 
over there,” Grace said. “As far as I know 
there’s no residents there.”

Constellations Recovery offers Sober 
Living for as many as 14 adults 18 years 
or older who have completed 30-, 60-, or 
90-day inpatient, outpatient treatment, 
or have otherwise been cleared by a li-
censed professional to participate. Ap-

plicants must have a primary diagnosis 
of drug or alcohol abuse. Opened in May 
2015, it is the first High End Recovery 
Center in Westchester. It was co-founded 
by McCrossan’s son, Devin, a recovering 
addict who is Director of Admissions.

Grace said it was possible the owners 
of Constellations Recovery were in the 
process of complying with new certifica-
tion regulations set by the state Office of 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services 
last year

When Constellations Recovery was 

applying for a special permit from the 
town, some residents maintained the 
convalescent residence would ruin the 
neighborhood and hurt property val-
ues by luring undesirable individuals to 
Yorktown.

Last December, an 18-year-old resi-
dent of Constellations Recovery died 
following a week-long stint in the hos-
pital after being found in distress in the 
home. It was later determined he died of 
an overdose.

Questions Surround Future of Sober Living Home in Yorktown

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

On Thursday, July 21, the Yorktown 
Parks and Recreation will host its annual 
outdoor movie night under the stars. The 
animated film, “Inside Out,” will begin at 
dusk. The event takes place at the York-
town Community and Cultural Center 

track off Veterans Road.
Kicking off the evening at 7:15 p.m. is a 

terrific concert featuring Tom Gardner and 
the Uncle Brothers.  Activities and givea-
ways are being provided by Alliance for 
Safe Kids. Guests are welcome to picnic, 

bring blankets and beach balls, and stay to 
enjoy a night with friends and family.

This is a free event for the community 
thanks to the generosity of the follow-
ing supporters: Alliance for Safe Kids, 
Yorktown Chamber of Commerce, Mo-

hegan Lake Audi, Yorktown PBA, Dave 
Paganelli Highway Superintendent, The 
Law Offices of Mike Resko Esq., Club 
Fit, Mohegan Lake Volunteer Fire As-
sociation, and Diana Quast, Yorktown 
Town Clerk.

Yorktown Outdoor Movie, Concert Slated July 21

Dunk” sneakers, with a Spider tattoo on 
the left hand and wearing a blue colored 
charm bracelet on the right wrist, exited 
the front passenger seat of the van and 
asked the complainant if he could give 
him a ride home. At this time and the 
driver, described as a white male in his 
20s with a medium build, dark colored 
short cropped hair, tattoos covering 
both arms from shoulders to the wrists, 

tattoos covering the neck, wearing blue 
colored Nike basketball shorts, a white 
colored tank top and having a nose ring 
in the right nostril, exited the vehicle 
holding a large white colored bag and 
stated “Come on I have candy.” Com-
plainant then turned and ran north on 
Spring Street fleeing the area. Anyone 
with any information is asked to contact 
the Peekskill Police Department at 914-
737-8000.

Important Alert from Police
Continued from page 4

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878
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CrotonAutoPark.com
Corner of 9A and 129 • Croton-On-Hudson

Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8, Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4
914-271-5100

$0
DOWNTHE BIG ZERO       DOWN EVENT!

NEW 2016

JEEP 
CHEROKEE 
LATITUDE
4X4

$228 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $29,930

ONLY 1 AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE!

REMOTE START, NAV READY, 
21J, AUTOMATIC, 4X4, COLD 
WEATHER GROUP, BACK-UP 
CAMERA, 8.4 TOUCH 
SCREEN, NAV READY
STK#15785J

ALL NEW 2017

CHRYSLER
PACIFICA
TOURING L
PLUS 

LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $40,575ONLY ONE AT THIS PRICE, 
25J PACKAGE, LEATHER, 

TIRE & WHEEL PACKAGE, 
POWER DOORS, WAY TOO 

MUCH TO LIST!
STK#123456

ALL NEW!
LOADED!

NEW 2016 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO 4X4

$298
THE WORLD BEST SELLING SUV, 23E, CLOTH, 
BACK-UP CAMERA, TOUCH RADIO, POWER 
SEAT, ALLOY WHEELS AND MORE, 
STK#15876J, ONLY ONE AT THIS PRICE!

LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $35,735

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN $0

DOWN

BIG HORN EDITION, 26S 
PACKAGE, BUCKET SEATS, HEMI, 

AUTO, POWER SEATS, 20” 
WHEELS AND MORE 

STK#11650T, 
ONLY ONE AT THIS PRICE!

NEW 2016

RAM 1500 
CREW 
CAB 
4X4

$335 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $47,990

OVER $47,000
MSRP!

GREAT ON GAS!, 22J PACKAGE, 
EXPRESS, 20” WHEELS, 

POPULAR EQUIPMENT GROUP, 
32 GAL FUEL TACK AND MUCH 

MORE, STK#11727T, 
ONLY ONE AT THIS PRICE!

NEW 2016

RAM 1500 
QUAD CAB 
EXPRESS
4X4

$175 LEASE FOR 
24 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $38,130

ONLY 1 AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE!

NEW 2016 JEEP

CHEROKEE 
LIMITED 4X4

$278
LOADED WITH LEATHER, 21G, HEATED SEATS, 
POWER SEATS, DUAL PANE SUNROOF, NAV, 
BACK-UP CAMERA, WIRELESS CHARGING 
PAD, STK#15743J, ONLY ONE AT THIS PRICE!

LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $34,730

$0
DOWN $0

DOWN
$0

DOWN

27J , COLD WEATHER 
PACKAGE, PASSIVE ENTRY, 
POPULAR GROUP, REMOTE 

START, POWER WINDOWS & 
LOCKS AND MORE. 

STK#15984J ONLY ONE AT 
THIS PRICE!

NEW 2016

JEEP 
RENEGADE 
LATITUDE
4X4

$208 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

MSRP $27,240

SPECIAL 
EDITION!

$0
DOWN

 *  39 & 36 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695 OR $595 BANK FEE  DUE 
AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = 
Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT,  RAM CREW $28584, RAM QUAD $26309  PACIFICA $21099, 
GRAND CHEROKEE $19655,  CHEROKEE LATITUDE/LIMITED $15265//$17713, RENEGADE $14168, COMPASS 
$15472, CARRGER $18998, CHALLENGER $19399, 10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX 
TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVES INCLUDE CHEROKEE: $1000 CONQUEST OR 
CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $1000 LEASE CASH $5000($4000 LATITUDE) IDL LEASE CASH, 
RENEGADE $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17  $4750 IDL LEASE CASH,    GR 
CHEROKEE : $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17,  $$3500 IDL LEASE CASH, 
PACIFICA: $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $1500 LEASE CASH, $500 CCAP, 
RAM CREW $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $1000 LEASE CASH , , RAM QUAD 
$1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $750 LEASE CASH, $1000 V6, $5750 USB 
LEASE CASH, COMPASS: $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $1000 LEASE CASH, 
, $500 BONUS CASH $5000 CCAP LEASE CASH, CHARGER $1000 CONQUEST OR CFC RETURN LEASE 
PRIOR TO 7/2/17, $1250 LEASE, BONUS CASH,  , $43500UBS CASH, CHALLENGER $1000 CONQUEST OR 
CFC RETURN LEASE PRIOR TO 7/2/17,  $3000 LEASE CASH, CONQUEST & RETURN LEASE NO TRADE OR 
TURN-IN REQUIRED INCLUDES ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. NOT EVERYONE QUALIFIES FOR ALL 
REBATES   SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE 
PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 7/30/16

$375

By Martin Wilbur
The Metropolitan Transit Authority 

(MTA) will enhance its systems through 
technology, change service to serve new 
ridership patterns and communicate 
more effectively with the public in the 
coming years, Chairman and CEO Tho-
mas Prendergast said last week.

Prendergast, addressing business and 
political leaders last Friday before the 
Business Council of Westchester in Rye 
Brook, said a recently approved five-year, 
nearly $30 billion capital project plan for 
MTA will help improve key stations and 
make information and ticket sales easier 
for commuters.

“We need to make sure we have a 
capital program that provides the money 
necessary to operate the system in a reli-
able way, protect the system and take it 
into the future,” Prendergast said.

While ridership continues to spiral on 
the New York City subway system and 
remains strong on the Long Island Rail-
road, the greatest growth for the MTA 
has been on Metro-North. Ridership has 
increased 71 percent over the past 20 
years, Prendergast said. 

That pattern is expected to continue 
over the next 20 years as an additional 
one million people are projected to be liv-
ing in the portion of the Hudson Valley 
served by Metro-North as well as another 

one million residents in New York City.
“With respect to the agency and the two 

commuter railroads, upgrading technol-
ogy into the system that wasn’t originally 
designed to have it presents some very 
difficult challenges for us,” Prendergast 
said. “Expectations of customers are such, 
though, they don’t care about that. They 
care about technology at a place where 
they’re getting and seeing on our system 
what they see in other places.”

By the end of 2018, all trains will have 
positive train controls, adhering to the 
congressional mandate to make com-
mutes as safe as possible, he said.

Furthermore, being introduced this 
summer in stages are sales of tickets 

through mobile devices via an MTA eTix 
app. That went into effect last week on 
the Hudson line, is scheduled to con-
tinue next week on the Harlem line and 
the week of Aug. 22 for New Haven line 
commuters.

Over the next several years there will 
be greater efforts through countdown 
clocks at stations and communicating 
service interruptions and delays more 
effectively. In the social media age, the 
public expects information instantane-
ously and will learn updates through 
other means, although much of that 
could be erroneous.

“If we don’t do it, somebody will do 
it for us and the likelihood of that being 
wrong information is very high,” Pren-
dergast said.

Five key stations on Metro-North are 
due upgrades including 125th Street 
in Manhattan, three in the Bronx and 
White Plains, he said.

Other changes well into the future will 
be construction that will give the MTA the 
ability to bring the New Haven line to Penn 
Station and certain lines from the Long Is-
land Railroad to Grand Central Station. 
That enhancement is not expected before 
the end of 2022, Prendergast said.

The biggest change in Prendergast’s 
41-year public transportation career is 

how systems like the MTA have been 
forced to react to the shifting employ-
ment patterns and millennials’ general 
preference to live in more densely ur-
ban settings where dependency on mass 
transit is necessary. 

Prendergast said the commuter rail-
road has evolved from largely shuttling 
people to and from their jobs during 
the day Monday through Friday, to an 
around-the-clock, 365-day-a-year op-
eration. There are also an increasing 
number of intra-county commuters and 
“reverse commuters.” Ridership to White 
Plains for the morning rush is practically 
equal to the number of commuters leav-
ing White Plains for Manhattan, Pren-
dergast said.

As a result, service and scheduling has 
had to change to meet the demands of 
the public, something that isn’t lost on 
MTA leadership.

“It’s all about performance,” Prender-
gast said. “People set their clocks to the 
trains they take. You donate a lot of your 
time to your professional life and your 
career and you try to do it in a way that 
balances these needs and these requests 
with the needs and requirements of your 
family. It’s difficult. We need to be an or-
ganization where we’re aiding and assist-
ing you.”

 MArtIn WILburphOtO
MtA Chairman and CeO thomas prendergast 
talked to business and political leaders last 
Friday of  upcoming improvements to Metro-
north, the Long Island railroad and the city’s 
subways in the coming years.

MTA Chairman: Upgrades to Bring Metro-North into 21st Century
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Small businesses are often heralded 
as the backbone of communities, and 
rightfully so.

Most local merchants reside in 
the communities that they serve and 
contribute a great deal to the tax base.

However, it seems local businesses 
sometimes get caught in the crosshairs of 
so-called progress in municipalities, and 
their livelihoods are threatened.

In recent months in northern 
Westchester, three longtime, established 
businesses have suffered from different 
development projects, two of which a 
shovel has not even been placed in the 
ground yet. One was forced to close, and 
another had to relocate after 37 years in a 
well-known spot.

Six years to the day that he purchased 
Panio Wines and Liquors, David 
Pacchiana reluctantly had to move a few 
weeks ago to another storefront in the 

Crossroads Shopping Center on Main 
Street and Park Place to make room 
for the city’s new Central Fire Station. 
Peekskill exercised eminent domain 
power to give Pacchiana the boot 
after he resisted, and now it’s as if he’s 
starting all over again. A scary and costly 
predicament to be in.

A few miles down Route 6 in the 
Mohegan Lake section of Cortlandt, 
Mohegan Beer and Soda, which had 
occupied a building near the Cortlandt 
Town Center since 1979, shut its doors 
in May, a casualty of new development in 
the area that will include a new shopping 
center across from the Town Center, a 
new traffic signal at the intersection of 
Route 6 and Baker Street and a through 
road that will lead to new townhouses 
where a slew of rental cottages have 
existed for decades.

Owner William Detorres, Jr., a resident 

of Yorktown whose father started the 
business, was left wondering what he 
will do next for a living. Meanwhile, the 
new shopping center is not expected 
to be finished until sometime in 2018 
and no timetable has been revealed for 
the townhouses. So what was the hurry 
of Acadia Realty, owners of the Town 
Center, to take the keys from Detorres?

Also facing a hardship from 
development is Theresa and Dominick 
DiNardo, owners of the Cortlandt Farm 
Market on Route 202 for the last 40 
years. The Cortlandt Farm Market has 
the unfortunate distinction of being 
the only business in the area directly 
affected by the 42-inch natural gas 
pipeline Spectra Energy is ramming 
through the region.

The market lost its garden this 
season when Spectra refused to do its 
clear cutting for the pipeline when the 

business was closed for the winter. There 
have been multiple disruptions due to 
construction near the market that has 
taken a toll as customers have found 
difficulty entering and exiting the site. 
It’s a scenario the DiNardo’s feared when 
plans for the pipeline were unveiled.

Since it’s a project with federal backing, 
the hands of local officials were tied as 
they attempted to stop it. Merchants had 
no say whatsoever and just have to grin 
and bear it.

Shopping local is a mantra that makes a 
good soundbite and an appealing poster, 
but it must be discouraging for business 
owners when they appear to have little 
say in what is happening around them. 
More consideration and support must be 
given to local businesses to make them 
feel appreciated, and not as if they’re just 
standing in the way of something more 
important.

Editorial
Local Businesses Sometime Pay the Price for Progress

By Debbie Weinstock, Ph.D.
Promising young lives are being cut 

short by drug overdose fatalities in 
our communities. The old stereotypes 
no longer apply. Smart, talented kids 
from good families are dying. They are 
athletes, artists and popular kids whose 
parents, in most cases, had no idea their 
children had a problem until it was too 
late.

According to the CDC, drug overdose 
is the leading cause of accidental death 
in the United States. In 2014, the most 
recent year for which reliable statistics 
are available, 18,893 overdose deaths 
were related to prescription opioid 
pain relievers, and 10,574 overdose 
deaths were related to heroin across 
the country. This tragic epidemic has 
affected every state and community. In 
2014, Westchester County alone saw 38 

deaths due to heroin overdose and 39 
deaths due to other opioid medications, 
including oxycodone, hydrocodone, 
codeine, morphine and fentanyl. 

Despite recent legislation enacted 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
recommendations offered by State Sen. 
Terrence Murphy designed to combat 
heroin and opioid abuse, as well as news 
reports meant to educate the public about 
the epidemic, many parents remain 
unaware of the threat that heroin and 
opioid use poses to their own children, 
families and community. This crisis 
requires an “all hands on deck” approach 
which starts with an engaged and well-
informed public. Much of the recent 
focus has been on limiting the number 
of opioid pills physicians can prescribe, 
increasing funding for treatment and 
providing support for families coping 

with addiction, but little attention has 
been paid to helping parents of young 
children understand the psychological 
risk factors that underlie drug use and 
addiction, and how parents can lower 
their children’s susceptibility to this 
devastating scourge. A new workshop 
for parents of young children will be held 
on July 20, 6:30-8 p.m. at The Yorktown 
Teen Center to address these issues. 
Interested parents can register for the 
workshop at www.DignityInitiative.com.

Lack of effective coping strategies, poor 
self-esteem and vulnerability to peer 
pressure may all contribute to a child’s 
initial decision to experiment with illicit 
substances. There are measures parents 
and teachers can take to help young 
children build a strong psychological 
foundation for themselves that will help 
minimize their risk for dangerous drug 
involvement later on. These strategies 
start with the conviction that each and 
every child matters and is valued just 
the way they are, and that in order to 
help a child grow and reach his or her 
potential, we first need to understand 
each child on a deep and individual 
level. When parents and teachers 
understand the psychological needs that 
motivate children’s behaviors, they can 
teach children to satisfy those needs in 
constructive ways that build skills and 
self-confidence. Too often when needs 
and concerns go unaddressed, children 
turn to drugs to anesthetize their 
emotional pain and discomfort. 

The recent trend toward conformism 
and restricting freedom of expression 
may also be contributing to the growing 

drug epidemic we face. Children learn 
early in life to keep nonconforming 
thoughts and feelings to themselves, 
which may be desirable in certain 
circumstances, but when self-censorship 
becomes an ingrained and pervasive 
pattern, children may be reluctant to 
reach out for help when they need it or 
let someone know about a friend who 
may be in trouble.  

Dr. Debbie Weinstock, Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology, is available for consultations 
by phone, Skype and in person. For more 
information or to register for the July 20 
workshop, What You Can Do Right Now 
to Help Your Children Stay Safe, Healthy 
and Drug-Free Through Their Teenage 
Years, visit www.DignityInitiative.com or 
call (914) 245-9585. Fee for the workshop 
is $35 per person or $50 per couple.

Guest Commentary
Workshop for Parents to Address Growing Drug Crisis
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Raymond E. Young, Sr.
Raymond Edward Young, Sr., a resi-

dent of Continental Village in Cortlandt, 
died peacefully July 14 with his family by 
his side. He was 76.

He was born on October 9, 1939 to 
Ralph and Lillian (Banker) Young in 
Peekskill. On June 15, 1958, he married 
Margaret Ann Kristoferson. 

He worked for many years for Petro 
Oil in Hawthorne as an Oil Burner Tech-
nician. He was a member of the Conti-
nental Village Fire Department as the 
Company Engineer and was also a mem-
ber of the Local Union 456. He had many 
hobbies and enjoyed cooking and spend-
ing time with his family.

He is survived by his loving wife Mar-
garet, daughter, Margaret (Paul) Astrol-
ogo of Lake Peekskill, sons, Raymond E. 
(Cindy) Young, Jr. of Wappinger Falls, 
NY, and Scott Young of Continental Vil-
lage. He is also survived by his grand-
children, Paul (Adrienne) Astrologo Jr. 
of Putnam Valley, NY, Rachel (Kevin) 
Santiago of Cortlandt Manor, NY, Daniel 
Young and Renee Young of Wappinger 
Falls, NY and his great-grandchildren, 
Aiden Santiago and Jacob Lasch. He is 
also survived by several brother and sis-
ter-in- laws, nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his brother 
Frederick Young, and sisters, Gertrude 
Hoffman, Catherine Gadineer, Winifred 
Bourne, and Marie Lent. 

Gilbert D’Andrea
Gilbert D’Andrea, a resident of Ossin-

ing, died July 12. He was 91.
He was born in Brooklyn, on April 

22, 1925 and was the son of the late Al-
bert and Rose (Castaldo) D’Andrea. Mr. 
D’Andrea was a veteran of the U.S. Army 
during WW II. He was the owner opera-
tor of Gilbert Plastics, located in York-
town Heights. He was a member of St. 
Augustine’s Church in Ossining.

Mr. D’Andrea is survived by his four 
children Raymond (June), Cathleen 

(David) Tyner, Richard (Donna) and 
Robert; nine grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren. He was prede-
ceased by his wife Aileen (MacRoy) and 
his brother Philip.

Raymond Nopper, Sr.
Raymond James Nopper, Sr., a resi-

dent of Laguna Hills, CA and formerly of 
Somers, died July 8 after a long history of 
heart disease. He was 82.

He and his twin brother, Edward, were 
born on January 9, 1934 in Brooklyn, 
to the late Jane T. (Jarvis) and Emil A. 
Nopper. He attended St. Pascal’s Baylon 
Parochial School in Hollis, Queens and 
Trinity High School in Brooklyn, before 
he enlisted in the Army in September 
1952 and served in the Korean War as 
a Staff Sergeant with the 45th Infan-
try Thunderbirds and was awarded the 
Bronze Star for heroic achievement in 
a combat zone. He returned home and 
attended both St. John’s University and 
Fordham University where he received 
his Bachelor of Arts and Master degrees 
in Education. 

A special education reading teacher 
and tutor for over 41 years, Mr. Nop-
per taught at Lincoln Hall in Somers, 
Peekskill High School in Peekskill, and 
finally for over 25 years at Mount Pleas-
ant Cottage School and Abbott House in 
Pleasantville. He married Kathleen R. 
Reichert on August 8, 1959 at St. Cath-
erine of Siena R.C. Church in St. Albans, 
NY and then moved to Purdys for his 
work and to start a family where he and 
his wife were longtime communicants of 
St. Joseph’s Parish in Croton Falls (now 
Somers). 

He was predeceased by his wife of 41 
years, Kathleen and brothers, Robert 
and Edward. Raymond is survived by 
his children, Raymond Jr. (Jodie) of Mis-
sion Viejo, CA, Kathleen of Roslindale, 
MA, Eileen (Leo) of Mahopac, NY, Ali-
son (Ronald) of Mission Viejo, CA and 
Jennifer (Salvatore) of Fishkill, NY and 
grandchildren, Ann, Kayla, Sean, Ryan, 
Thomas and Nicholas as well as several 

nieces and nephews. 
Mr. Nopper was an active member 

of the Knights of Columbus, The Third 
Order Society of St. Francis, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 5491, Lake 
Baldwin Taxpayers Association, as well 
as holding many coaching positions for 
his children’s baseball and softball teams. 
He also served in the Army Reserve for 
several years as well as being a member 
of the Honor Guard and VFW chaplain.

Richard Lee Riesdorph
Richard Lee Riesdorph, a longtime 

Peekskill resident, died July 9. He was 86.
Born on March 14, 1930 in Ossin-

ing to Herbert and Marjorie (Pietsch) 
Riesdorph, he served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1948-1952. He was stationed at 
Pensacola Saufley Field in FL, where he 
was aviation storekeeper 3rd Class; and 
enjoyed playing on his Navy basketball 
team. He worked for more than 30 years 
for the NY Telephone Company, before 
retiring in 1995. 

His life was full, and his family was al-
ways first. He enjoyed traveling, hiking, 
camping, and walking with his faithful 
companion ‘Spunky’ the Chihuahua. 

He is survived by the love of his life and 
wife of 61 years., Joan (nee Foster); four 
children, Joan (Dave) Braunius, Richard 
Riesdorph, Kathy (Frank) Lockwood, 
and Linda (John) Hoffman; five grand-
children; and 11 great-grandchildren. 
He was predeceased by his sister and two 
brothers. 

Zita Rabin
Zita Lorraine (nee Segall) Rabin died 

peacefully July 13 surrounded by her 
loving family at her Yonkers home where 
she lived for more than 60 years. She was 
88.

She was born in the Bronx on April 
20, 1928 to Abraham and Anna(Kessler) 
Segall. She was a member of the first 
graduating class of Taft High School and 
her classmate, Edye Gorme, wrote in her 

yearbook “To Zita, ‘the voice’-if you don’t 
do something with it you’re crazy.” Zita 
and Edye performed together in the War 
Bond shows which helped raise funds in 
support of the Allied efforts. Zita loved 
music, singing, and musical theater. As a 
young girl she performed on radio and 
through her adulthood was sought af-
ter to perform at public events. She also 
performed in summer stock theater no-
tables such as Man of La Mancha. Zita 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Hunter College and thereafter became a 
long term substitute teacher serving in 
the Yonkers Public School System. She 
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of 
Humane Letters in from Mercy College, 
citing her contributions for the hearing-
impaired and deaf community as one 
of the co-founders of C.H.E.A.R., Inc. 
(Children’s Hearing, Education and Re-
search, Inc.).  

She is survived by her loving husband 
of 66 years, Hon. Gilbert Rabin, an at-
torney, and retired Yonkers City Court 
Chief Administrative Judge, currently 
serving as a Judicial Hearing Officer in 
the White Plains Supreme Court. 

She is also survived by her three ador-
ing children, Dr. Jill M. Rabin of New 
York, Corey B. Rabin, Esq., of White 
Plains and Marni V. Rabin-Marron of 
Yorktown Heights, four grandchildren, 
Erick Rabin, Casey Rabin, Aaron Rabin, 
and Abraham Marron, her daughter-in-
laws, Barbara Friedlander and Nancy 
Rabin, her son-in-law, Thomas Mar-
ron, her sister-in-law Audrey Segall, 
and many loving nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her brother, Dr. 
George Segall in 2004. 

She was a longtime member of the 
Lincoln Park Jewish Center, serving as 
President of the Sisterhood, and Presi-
dent of the Mr. and Mrs. Club among 
many other community activities. Zita 
was an exceptional human being, de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother, aunt 
and friend. She always encouraged those 
lucky enough to be in her circle to do 
their best and she helped them reach 
their goals. 

Obituaries

Salsa Fresca Mexican Grill 
held a grand opening Sunday 
for its new eatery in the beach 
Shopping Center in peekskill.
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Children 14 and under from 
Lakeland and yorktown 
schools competed in a b 
Meet at Shrub Oak Memorial 
pool last Wednesday. 
the swimmers raced 
each other in freestyle, 
backstroke,breaststroke and 
butterfly and earned ribbons 
and ducks.  

For many county residents it may well 
seem that the Putnam County 4-H Fair 
has been a special part of Putnam County’s 
summer ‘forever’.  While it actually has 
not been quite that long, it has been a long 
time.  This year, on the weekend of July 29, 
30 and 31, the Putnam County 4-H Fair 
will celebrate its 45th anniversary at the 
Putnam County Veterans Memorial Park, 
201 Gipsy Trail Road, Carmel.

The staff here at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (CCE), sponsor of the 4-H Fair, 
are preparing for an event to exceed all 
previous expectations as we celebrate this 
milestone.  To make that effort a reality, 
we look forward to offering our visitors 
an experience that will make this weekend 
memorable.   While there may not be many 
residents that have a 45=year history of in-
volvement with the Fair we would like to 
extend a special invitation to anyone that 
has a previous connection to join us for 
Opening Ceremonies at Noon on Friday, 
July 29 at Shady Grove Theater.  

There have been many changes through-
out the years in both the physical appear-
ance of the Fairgrounds and the opportuni-
ties and experiences offered to our visitors.  
Although the site itself is still situated on 
a lush, rolling green landscape – carefully 
maintained by the Putnam County Parks 
Department, other visual changes have 
taken place.  Through the years, additional 

structures have been built, the property has 
been opened and expanded and larger tents 
hold events and exhibits then in the past.  

This is a true country Fair.  With Free 
Admission and Free Parking the goal is to 
offer a fun-filled three-day event that can be 
enjoyed by all visitors.  This is the 2nd year 
that a Free service will be available through 
the Putnam Moves 2016 4-H Fair Shuttle.  
Transportation will be available on Saturday 
and Sunday from the Brewster Metro North 
Train station that will take visitors to and 
from the 4-H Fair with stops at the Putnam 
Plaza and Historic County Courthouse in 
Carmel.  Visit the website: www.putnam-
countyny.gov for more details.

There are animals to see: stop by the rab-
bit and poultry barn, the goats, pigs, lambs, 
lamas at the Livestock Pavilion, and watch 
the dog obedience demonstration.  Inter-
ested in history?  Be sure to enter the Civil 
and Revolutionary War Encampment and 
stop by the antique tractor and machinery 
on display.  Enjoy music and entertain-
ment?  Consider spending some time at 
Shady Grove Theater to listen to the en-
tertainers, both youth and adult, who per-
form.  This natural amphitheater offers a 
wonderful venue to appreciate local talent.

And – what would a fair or festival be 
without great food?  Where to start?  As 
you enter the grounds the sweet smell of 
fresh corn on-the-cob cooking on an open 

grill might be a good beginning.  Then 
move on to the Food Court, where the 
availability of culinary delights range from 
the standard hamburgers, sausage and 
peppers, to vegetarian chili.  If you want to 
get something to eat quickly step up to the 
hot dog cart or the, freshly squeezed, lem-
onade stand.  And you won’t want to miss 
the very special Chicken BBQ on Saturday 
– which includes, homemade potato salad 
and cole slaw, baked beans, watermelon 
and a drink.  Reserve a dinner by calling 
our office at 845-278-6738, or just purchase 
your ticket at the Information Booth on the 
fairgrounds

There is so much for the children to en-
joy in addition to the animals: the World 
of Science and Magic Tent, Creative Craft 
Tent, and Games Tent.  Touch-a-Truck is 
the latest display at the Fair.  Bring the fam-
ily to see exciting machinery and vehicles 
and learn what they do in the commu-
nity.  The Discovery Depot Building hosts 
exhibits, both youth and adults, of school 
projects, hobbies and interests of commu-
nity members.  More information on how 
to participate can be found in the ‘Project 
Registration Guide’ available at our office at 
1 Geneva Road, Brewster and on our web-
site at Putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events.  

Adults might be particularly interested 
in the Country Living Auction on Saturday 
afternoon.  Not only do we encourage visi-

tors to ‘pick-up-a-paddle’ and bid at this 
lively auction but also to donate any new, 
or nearly-new items to be auctioned.  All 
donations are tax deductible.  Be sure to 
check the auction specifics on our website 
at putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events as we list 
items up for bid.   One of the more colorful 
areas of the Fair is at the Master Gardeners’ 
Plant Sale Tent.  An abundance of annuals, 
perennials, hanging baskets and shrubs 
will be available.  CCE staff and Master 
Gardeners will be on hand to answer your 
gardening questions and help you select 
the appropriate flowers or shrubs for your 
needs.  

Putnam County is a special place to live, 
work and visit.  In the Discover Putnam 
Tent there are local agencies and organiza-
tions, many with interactive displays, who 
will share their information and are avail-
able to answer questions. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension has pre-
sented the 4-H Fair in Putnam County for 
the past 45 years and has actually existed in 
Putnam as an extension of Cornell Univer-
sity for over 72 years.  To learn more about 
our role here in Putnam, please be sure to 
visit our exhibit located in the extended 
plant sale tent.

Additional information about the 45th 
Annual 4-H Fair can be found on our web-
site at Putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events or by 
calling our office at 845-278-6738.

Celebrate a Milestone: 45 Years of the Putnam County 4-H Fair

Local Swimmers Take Part in Meet in Shrub Oak

phOtOS by CheryLIne pezzuLLO
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By Neal Rentz 
Sacred Heart Gifts & Apparel in 

Mahopac is not your typical Putnam 
County store. 

The business is owned by Mahopac 
resident Grace Pietrosanti, who said 
recently she had a specific reason for 
the name of her establishment. “I called 
it Sacred Heart Gifts out of love for the 
faith,” she said, noting she is Roman 
Catholic. 

The store sells a variety of religious 
related items including clothing that 
would be worn during the sacraments, 
such as first Communion and Baptism. 
Also available are gold and silver items, 
saint medals, and church supplies. “It’s 
not something I believe is going to go 
away because it’s so tied into the Catholic 
faith,” Pietrosanti said. 

“It’s a struggle at times, but we keep 
it going and we tried to move with the 
times with the marketing and social 
media,” Pietrosanti said, adding the 
store offers very competitive prices. “I’m 
very into marketing and staying in tune 
with what’s going on. Even though it’s 
an old fashioned store we’re up to par 
with the technology and we try to move 
with it.” 

At the end of 2016 the store will 
celebrate its 20th anniversary. The reason 
for the location choice was “it’s highly 
visible on Route 6,” Pietrosanti said

The store originally opened in Somers 

and was operated there for nearly 10 
years. “It was a very cute store but it was 
hidden (on Route 202). So this has a lot 
more exposure,” Pietrosanti said. 

Sacred Heart Gifts is the first business 

Pietrosanti has owned. “It just came 
about from faith.” She was raised on 
Arthur Avenue in the Bronx where there 
were many stores similar to Sacred Heart 
Gifts, she said. “I was always in them,” 
she recalled. “So I wanted to bring it up 
here.”

Pietrosanti said her store has been 
successful because of her “continued 
passion for what I’m doing” as the well of 
the support of her employees and family, 
which includes her husband Santino, 
her daughter Mariarose and three sons, 
Santino Jr. and identical twins Thomas 
and Joseph.

Pietrosanti said giving back to the 
community is very important for her. 
She has assisted such programs as 
Community Cares and Relay for Life. 

“I just feel like in my heart and soul 
that it’s a mission to me,” Pietrosanti said, 
adding she likes to give personal service 
to her customers. 

Sacred Heart Gifts & Apparel is located 
at 926 Route 6 in Mahopac. For more 
information, call 845-621-7777, visit 
http:// sacredheartgiftsandapparel.com 
or send an e-mail to acredheartevents@
gmail.com. 

Sacred Heart Gifts & Apparel
Mahopac 

Businesses

of the Week

phOtO by neAL rentz
Grace pietrosanti, second on the left, is the owner of  Sacred heart Gifts & Apparel in Mahopac, which will 
celebrate its 20th anniversary later this year, Also shown above is her daughter, Mariarose pietrosanti, 
second from the right, as well as two other employees, Olivia tota (on the far left) and Alana Adinolfi.
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By Rick Pezzullo
Interactive and educational activities 

for kids and adults will be waiting for 
visitors in the Learn and Play Zone at the 
2016 Hudson Valley Exposition on Sat-
urday, August 6 at Peekskill’s Riverfront 
Green.

“It’s a chance for kids to get away from 
video games and playing on their phones 
for a day and have an opportunity to 
enjoy more hands-on experiences,” said 
Lisa Rodrigues, owner of Once Upon A 
Time Preschool in Putnam Valley, who is 
overseeing the Learn and Play Zone.

“It’s a community-oriented and family 
event,” Rodrigues said of the Exposition, 
which will take place from 1 to 10 p.m., 
although the Learn and Play Zone will 
close at 6. “I think it’s a great opportunity 
to revitalize the area, not only for Peek-
skill, but for the Hudson Valley.”

In the Learn and Play Zone, which 
is mostly designed for kids ages 3-12, 
youngsters can make art, challenge their 
knowledge of science through experi-
ments at the BASF Kids Lab, groom and 
feed therapeutic horses, pet llamas, par-
ticipate in living history vignettes, work 
alongside colonial crafters, see sawmill 
demonstrations from Dain’s Lumber and 
take a ride on a mechanical lion, tiger or 
bear. A Grand Prix NY track will also be 
set up.

Most activities are free, but some may 
require a fee.

The Exposition promotes the benefits 
and bounty of living, working and play-
ing in the Hudson Valley with a focus on 
art, music, trendy businesses, holistic/
wellness, and energy and technology 
along with the best of the Hudson Val-
ley’s food, craft beer and wines.

It concludes with a six-hour music 
festival “Rockin’ the Green” featuring 
national performers, including Broad-
way’s Rock of Ages, to cap off the night. 
Admission is $10 suggested donation per 
adult to enter the Exposition Area.

The Exposition is presented by the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce. Lead sponsors include: 
Entergy, WHUD 100.7, Ginsburg Devel-
opment, D. Bertoline and Sons, Fidelis 
Care and the City of Peekskill.

Supporting sponsors include: Whee-
labrator Technologies, BASF,  N. Dains 
Son Co., Franzoso Contracting, Premier 
Athletic Club, Garrie Pest Control, The 
Kearney Group, Westchester Commu-
nity College, Mathnasium of Cortlandt,  
Town of Cortlandt, Continental Building 
Products, Tompkins Mahopac Bank, NY 
Presbyterian/Hudson Valley Hospital 

Center, ITI Strategies, Croton Auto Park, 
Star Signs and Graphics, Croton Auto 
Park, Examiner Media, Halston Media, 
TransAtlantic RV, Ultimate Auto Body 
and Tompkins Landscaping.

For more information and to check 
on the availability of remaining vendor 
spaces, please contact 914-737-3600 or 
visit www.hvexposition.com. For regular 
updates, please like the Exposition’s Fa-
cebook page or check the website.  

Jeff  Dain will be doing wood cutting 
demonstrations at hV expo on August 6.

Learn and Play Zone Packed with Fun at Hudson Valley Expo
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Traditional Italian Feast Longest Running in Hudson Valley
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Have you ever had the experience 
when someone recalls something you’ve 
said quite clearly while you’ve totally 
forgotten it? I was amused at a recent 
showing of a new condo when my client 
was disappointed to find that all three 
bathrooms featured round toilet 
bowls, rather than the elongated 
models.

“They should have taken your 
advice about keeping the male 
anatomy in mind when making 
their selection,” she said.  

Ah yes, I had forgotten that I 
made that observation in print 
some time ago. Specifically, I 
had commented that for guys 
upgrading to an elongated toi-
let bowl can be the equivalent of 
switching from jockey shorts to 
boxers.  

Actually, I’ve written several articles 
that had some mention of toilets. Let’s 
face it, the function of the toilet is prob-
ably the single most important develop-
ment associated with the convenience of 
modern living. I was reminded of this 
when I bought an 18th century home 
that still had the remnants of an original 
outhouse some 50 feet from the back-
door. I can only imagine what it would 
have been like to make use of it years ago 
on a cold winter night.

There was another observation I made 
when writing about a condo develop-
ment originally planned for seniors 
where the toilet specs called for a model 
that was a mere 14 inches high, lower 
to the floor than the average, which can 

make a world of difference for 
aging, creaking knees. I com-
mented that it might have been 
a better choice to feature one 
where the seat was higher, per-
haps as high as 18 inches, only 
to receive an e-mail informing 
me that a lower position was 
better (and the reason for the 
Squatty Potty finding an inves-
tor on Shark Tank).  

My interest in the most es-
sential of household fixtures in-
spired more research. For years, 
I believed that the toilet was in-

vented in the late 1800s by an English-
man named Thomas Crapper. Many 
have assumed that his name was adopted 
to crudely describe the toilet and the 
function itself. Seriously. But those old 
English words preceded Crapper’s flush 
toilet by some centuries and the connec-
tion with his name is purely coinciden-
tal, unfortunate as it might be. Actually, 
Crapper was a Johnny-come-lately to the 
championing of the flush toilet.

About 300 years earlier, another Eng-

lishman, Sir John Harington, wrote a 
treatise of the toilet’s design and peddled 
its first installation to his godmother 
who happened to be Queen Elizabeth 
I. The flushing mechanism consisted of 
pulling a knob to empty a water cistern 
which sat above the toilet bowl. A valve 
then released the water and waste from 
the stool pot into a collection vault be-
neath the floor, which had to be emptied 
routinely. The mechanism is still basical-
ly the same, advanced by improvements 
through the years. 

I had rarely thought about how a toilet 
works, leaving any problems with its op-
eration to my plumber. It’s like my car, I 
fill it up with gas and it runs.

Today, a toilet is composed of two main 
pieces – the tank and the bowl, with the 
working parts in the tank. When the lever 
is pushed, it pulls on a chain, which in turn 
pulls up a flush valve at the bottom of the 
tank, allowing water to rush into the toilet 
bowl. Immediately after the flush begins, 
the water level in the tank goes down, as 
well as a float ball. A rod attached to the 
float allows the fill valve to be opened and 
water from the house water pipe begins to 
flow into the tank. 

So, water is coming in and going out at 
the same time. When the tank is almost 
empty, a flapper falls onto the discharge 
hole and seals it again. And water starts 

refilling the tank. That sitting water in 
the tank actually serves as insulation 
from smells and fumes from the pipes 
for removal.

In 1992, Congress passed legislation 
requiring new toilets to drain just 1.6 
gallons per flush instead of 3.5 gallons, 
enhancing water conservation.

And, here’s a closing takeaway con-
cerning the toilet seat and its lid. While 
we would all agree that it’s the gentle-
manly thing for guys to return the toilet 
seat to the down position out of courtesy, 
most times the practice requires remind-
ers. However, we should all engage in 
the practice of lowering the lid before 
we flush in that it prohibits the spray of 
bacteria into the air and onto surfaces 
around the toilet.  

But these practices will probably con-
tinue to require reminders until such 
time that every toilet comes with auto-
matically closing seats and lids.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Observations About the Most Essential of Household Fixtures

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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By Salvatore DiCostanzo
If there is one unavoidable conse-

quence of life and relationships, it is 
that our loved ones may fall ill at some 
point, whether it be a parent, grandpar-
ent, child, aunt or uncle. Sometimes it 
could be a tragic accident or disease that 
affects them, and other times it is simply 
part of the aging process. Nobody wants 
to put that idea into their minds and dis-
cuss a plan of action, until it is too late, 

of course.  It is 
at that moment 
that you will be 
pushed to your 
physical and 
emotional lim-
its. 

When a 
family mem-
ber becomes 
ill, many of us 
feel obligated 
to care for that 
family mem-

ber.  For instance, many people decide to 
take in and care for sick loved ones. In 
other situations, visitation, monitoring 
and supervisions becomes the norm. On 
top of cooking, doing laundry, going to 
work, getting the children on the bus on 
time and doing housework, caring for an 
ill family member is quite the burden to 
bear (and if it involves one of your eld-
erly parents, you may have the well par-
ent to care for, as well). You don’t have to 
do this alone.

As an Elder Law attorney, I face this 
type of situation on a daily basis. Through 
my personal and professional experienc-
es, I know just how painful and stressful 
it is to watch a loved one deteriorate right 
before your eyes. But I also know how 
deteriorating it can be on your life. I have 
witnessed countless situations where car-
egivers have fallen ill themselves, mar-
riages have failed, and careers have been 
destroyed, often being replaced with 
anxiety and depression.  The reality is 
that while your heart is in the right place, 
there simply cannot be multiple balls in 
the air at once.  Working with an Elder 
Law Attorney introduces you to resourc-
es that can alleviate the burdens you are 
facing so that you don’t have to give up 

your life.  We have so many resources at 
our disposal ranging from elder law and 
estate planning techniques to chefs who 
can prepare meals for you.

Once you begin working with us to 
provide stability in your role as a car-
egiver, the next step is to ensure that 
your affairs are in order.  One of the 
most disheartening experiences is where 
a caregiver falls ill or becomes incapaci-
tated and there is no plan in place to not 
only deal with the affairs of the caregiver 
but also to replace the caregiver’s role.  
The tools we invoke, such as the power 

of attorney and statutory gift rider and 
health care proxy, are essential in mak-
ing sure there is continuity if you can no 
longer handle your affairs or the affairs 
of someone else.  Proper planning will 
ensure that those who need care receive 
it, save assets that would otherwise be 
paid towards healthcare costs and most 
importantly, give you and your family 
members a little peace of mind. Without 
proper planning, we may have to resort 
to the Courts in order to care for your 
loved ones.

Remember, it is never too early to 

start planning.  Likewise, it is never too 
late.  However, the longer you wait, the 
less options we may have and the more 
stressful it will be.  Moreover, lack of 
planning will only delay access to those 
who can help reduce your stress and re-
turn your life to some sense of normalcy. 
Stop by our office for a consultation and 
find out the ways that I can help you and 
your loved ones with healthcare and 
estate planning. The load of having the 
weight of the world on your shoulders is 
always lighter when spread among more 
shoulders!

Lifting the Burden of Caring for a Loved One
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Tuesday, July 19
Mommy & Me:  The free Mommy & 

Me program is conducted every Tuesday, 
from 9:15 to 10: 15 a.m. at Lil’ Sprouts 
Early Learning Center, a state- licensed 
daycare and nursery school for children 
18 months and older. This non-sectarian 
and curriculum-based center is housed 
inside First Hebrew, just west of the 
Beach Shopping Center, at 1821 Main St., 
Peekskill.  For more information, contact 
Director Dawn Gianatiempo at 914-739-
0504. 

Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak, from 
10 a.m.to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are neces-
sary for the free service. Meet with a 
trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings 
Plans, Extra Help and EPIC. You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center helpline with your questions at 
914-231-3260 and a counselor will re-
turn your call within two business days. 
For a listing of all eight SBIC centers in 
Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. 
Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Hap-
py Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information, 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Energize Somers:  Energize Somers 
will hold an Energy Coach Talk at 6 p.m. 
at the Lake Purdy’s Clubhouse 33 Lake 

Way, Purdys. Is your house sweltering 
hot and expensive to cool in the sum-
mertime? Do you want to save money 
on your home energy bills? Come for a 
free informational presentation featur-
ing Building Performance Institute cer-
tified energy expert Norm Jen, who will 
help homeowners to understand how 
their homes leak energy, how they can 
fix them—and how to take advantage of 
state incentives to pay for it. Energized 
Somers homeowners will speak about 
their experiences with the program. Feel 
free to ask questions about your own 
home. Call 914-302-7300 for more info 
or visit www.EnergizeNY.org.

Wednesday, July 20
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – 
Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call Ter-
ri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 for more 
information. Classes are conducted at 4 
Nelson Ave., downstairs from the library.

POUND Program: The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. The program is being provided 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for more 
information at 914 960-4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Torah Studies:  Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd. is proud to an-
nounce season two (15 classes) of the To-
rah Studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as 
well as tackling timeless questions in the 
Jewish tradition. The classes are open to 
all, whatever your level of learning may 
be.

The full season fee of $36 includes the 

textbook. Each class is independent. For 
more information, to view the topics 
of the classes, or to register visit: www.
ChabadYorktown.com, or call 914-962-
1111.

Thursday, July 21
Stay Fit: Stay Fit and Strong, a pro-

gram presented by Mainstream and the 
Westchester County Department of Sen-
ior Programs and Services, will be held 
on Thursdays through Aug. 25 from 10 
to 11 a.m. at the Peekskill Senior Center, 
4 Nelson Ave. No classes will be held on 
July 14, 21 and 28. The program will in-
clude exercises to improve balance, agil-
ity, cardiovascular endurance, flexibility 
and strength. The free class is open to 
Peekskill seniors. Call the Center at 914-
737-3400 for more information. 

Friday, July 22
Coloring For Adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join an adult 
coloring book club at the Somers Library 
Meetings will be held in the conference 
room every Friday from 10:30 am to 
noon. Relax, color, and socialize for free. 
Materials are provided or you may bring 
your own color pencils and coloring 
books. Registration is not required. Info: 
914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315.

Evening Concert Series:  The Lasdon 
Park Friday Evening Concert Series is 
presenting Chamomile and Whiskey 
at 6:30 p.m. at Lasdon Park, located on 
Amawalk Road., Katonah.  Admission is 
$5 and is payable at the gate. Info: 914-
864-726 or  www.lasdonpark.org.

Jewish Center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services in the 
spring and summer will begin at 8 p.m. 
and Sabbath services on Saturdays will be 
held at 9:15 a.m. on most Saturdays, after 
the services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah por-
tion of the week. Light refreshments are 
served and everyone is invited to join us 
as we share in the warmth, knowledge 
and friendship within our congregation. 
Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjewish-
center.org. 

Relaxed Shabbat Summer Services:  
Summer is a time for us to relax and kick 
back a little. Temple life can be the same. 

Every Friday evening over the summer, 
Temple Beth Am will create a relaxed at-
mosphere that is engaging and enjoyable. 
Our Friday services are designed to take 
in the ambiance of the season, creating a 
welcoming space for people to pray and 
mingle. All are welcome to our friendly 
sacred space. Temple Beth Am is located 
at 203 Church Pl., Yorktown. For infor-
mation, please call our Rabbi at 914-962-
7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.
net. 

Saturday, July 23
Shabbat Morning Services: Chabad of 

Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown Rd., holds 
services on Saturday mornings. They are 
easy-to-follow services with Hebrew/
English prayer books, a friendly envi-
ronment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m. For more in-
formation, visit www.ChabadYorktown.
com  or call 914-962-1111.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossi-
ning Down to Earth Farmers Market is 
being held outdoors every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Spring 
and Main Streets. Customers old and 
new will find delicious produce, pasture-
raised meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, 
baked goods, and much more. For a full 
list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Hebrew Congregation Programs: 
Two programs have been scheduled for 
this weekend at the Hebrew Congrega-
tion of Somers, located at Cypress Lane 
and Mervin Drive A Shabbat service, fol-
lowed by Lunch & Learn will be held on 
July 23 at 9:30 a.m. Adult education will 
be held on July  24 from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon.  Info: 914-248-9532

Yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free weekly program Yoga: 
A Path toward Wellness will be held eve-
ry Saturday for the rest of July, from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jefferson Val-
ley. The program is open to people living 
with breast, ovarian and gynecological 
cancers. To learn more or to pre-register, 
which is required, call Support Connec-
tion at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Muscoot Farm Programs:. An art 
show will be on view on July 23 and 
24 from noon to 4 p.m.  Works by the 
Northern Westchester Watercolor Socie-
ty are on view in the Main House Gallery 
weekends through July. A farmer’s mar-
ket is being held every Sunday through 
October from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.   A 
Mushroom Walk has been scheduled for 
July 24 from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Walk 
with the naturalist to learn about the dif-
ferent types of mushrooms that grow at 
the farm. Info: 914-864-7282 or parks.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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westchestergov.com.
Visual Discussion:  Kahlil Koroman-

tee: Engaging Hard to Reach Youth, A 
Visual Discussion is being presented 
through Aug. 6 at the Field Library, 4 
Nelson Ave., Peekskill.  Engaging Hard 
to Reach Youth is a program and art 
show based on Koromantee ‘s books ad-
dressed to young people (“Message To a 
Youngblood,” “Before You Fly Off ” and 
“I’m Not Gay, I Just Mess With Guys 
Sometimes”) as well as his experiences 
working with marginalized youth, in-
cluding those who are incarcerated (or 
recently discharged), aging out of foster 
care, or placed in intervention programs 
-- and  seeking out-of-the-box answers 
to out-of-the-box questions. Info: 914-
737-1212.

The Marvelous Wonderettes: The 
Marvelous Wonderettes has just returned 
to Off-Broadway after a gap of five years. 
A sunny jukebox musical whose score is 
composed of 1950’s and ‘60’s girl group 
classics, Yorktown Stage is happy to 
present this musical as our summer pro-
duction,  ‘Marvelous Wonderettes’ runs 
July 23-30, with evening performances 
on the 23rd and 29th at 7:30 p.m. and 
matinee performances on the 24th and 

30th at 1:00 p.m.  The Yorktown Stage 
is located in the Yorktown Community 
Cultural Center, 1974 Commerce St. (off 
Veterans Road). Tickets are $25; seniors 
(63+) and students (12-22) $20; children 
(under 11) $10. There is also a discount 
in place:  purchase two tickets and get 
a third one free.  Group discounts are 
available. For tickets visit our Web site 
www.yorktownstage.org and select your 
own seats online.  You may also call the 
box office at 913-962-0606.

The Machine Performs: The Machine 
Performs Pink Floyd will be held at the 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill.  Info: paramounthusdon-
valley.com.

Sunday, July 24
Ditch The Sugar: Ditch the sugar, lose 

the weight will be held from 2 to 3:30 
pm. at Hygeia Integrated Health LLC, 
3505 Hill Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown. Come 
learn how sugar intake affects mood, 
behavior and sabotages our weight loss 
goals. Our clinical nutritionist will show 
you how to find hidden sugars in your 
diet and how to reduce your sugar intake 
for weight loss success. Register at hyin-
health@gmail.com.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010.

Perennials And Shrubs: Perennials 
and Shrubs for the Shade will be held 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at Lasdon Park, Arbo-
retum and Veterans Memorial, Route 
35, Somers Join the horticulturist for a 
cool walk to see to the variety of plants 
that will grow in the shady areas of your 
property. Free; pre-registration required 
at 914- 864-7264.

Monday, July 25
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Fitness Classes: Mainstream, The In-
stitute for Mature Adults at Westchester 
Community College is hold Stay Strong 
and Fir (fall prevention) will hold Chair 
Yoga classes on Mondays through Aug. 
29 from 11 a.m. to noon at the Peekskill 
Senior Center, 4 Nelson Ave. There will 
be no 

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St. 

Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Tuesday, July 26
Hygeia Programs:  Two ongoing pro-

grams are being held on Tuesdays at Hy-
geia Integrated Health LLC, 3505 Hill 
Blvd., Suite K, Yorktown.  Community 
Acupuncture is being held from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. The cost is $30. Come experi-
ence the beneficial effects of acupuncture 
in a group setting. Register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com On the last Tuesday of the 
month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Eating Dis-
order Support Group, led by LCSW and 
clinical nutritionist will be held.  Discuss 
and resolve issues around relationships 
with food. Info/register: hyinhealth@
gmail.com or www.hyinhealth.com.

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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ACROSS
1 Bag thickness
4 Circuit
9 Sweet potato
10 Novelist Graham
11 Boondocks
13 Comic Norm or Mahopac 
boat sales &
service ____ Marine
14 Body soother
15 Mexican mint product
16 Study for
18 Strike
22 Don Juan
26 Pronoun
27 Sketch
29 Virginia country club or 
Carmel senior
living residence
31 Hair color
32 ___ Grande
33 Pharaoh’s land
34 Musket ending

DOWN
1 Fuzzy sweater material
2 Roof hanger in cold weather

3 Touch down
4 Rich tapestry
5 Laid-back
6 Purse bauble
7 Room offerer
8 Guitarist Nugent
10 Hackman of Hollywood
12 Beat
13 Clean
17 Union agreement?
19 Grinder
20 James Patterson, e.g.
21 Prefix with meditated
23 Sharp
24 Hot spot
25 Compass direction
27 To behave with respect to
28 Dublin’s country
29 Self-titled envelope
30 Tower

Crossword by Myles Mellor
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Across

1 Bag thickness

4 Circuit

9 Sweet potato

10 Novelist Graham

11 Boondocks

13 Comic Norm or Mahopac boat sales & 
service  ____ Marine

14 Body soother

15 Mexican mint product

16 Study for

18 Strike

22 Don Juan

26 Pronoun

27 Sketch

29 Virginia country club or Carmel senior 
living residence

31 Hair color

32 ___ Grande

33 Pharaoh's land

34 Musket ending

Down

1 Fuzzy sweater material

2 Roof hanger in cold weather

3 Touch down

4 Rich tapestry

5 Laid-back

6 Purse bauble

7 Room offerer

8 Guitarist Nugent

10 Hackman of Hollywood

12 Beat

13 Clean

17 Union agreement?

19 Grinder

20 James Patterson, e.g.

21 Prefix with meditated

23 Sharp

24 Hot spot

25 Compass direction

27 To behave with respect to

28 Dublin's country

29 Self-titled envelope

30 Tower

Crossword

 Solution on page  20

*includes all rebates

*includes all rebates

*includes all rebates

*includes all rebates

All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals: Terrain 3816/20724, Acadia 6216/26126, Canyon 4776/
31140 and Sierra 8604/26866. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 7/31/16.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 071916

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Need help? 
FREE assistance: caring staff, counseling 
and financial help. You choose the lov-
ing, pre-approved adoptive parents. Joy 
1-866-922-3678 www.ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org. Hablamos Espanıl.

AUCTIONS
AUCTION August 13, 1PM Real Estate, 
Antiques, Art, Boat. "Thousand Island 
Sunset Lodge" located in Thousand Is-
lands Region of Lake Ontario. 20 Acres 
and 1100 ft shoreline in 4 tracts. 5500 sq 
ft craftsman style house with all the latest 
smart house features. 5 bedroom 4 bath. 
For more information visit woltz.com 
or call 800-551-3588. Woltz & Associ-
ates, Inc. Real  Estate Brokers & Auction-
eers. Sale held in conjunction with Lake 
Ontario Realty/Amanda Miller Broker 
49MI0953024

Electrical Contractor’s Equip. Onsite & 
Online Auction 7/28 @ 10AM. Burling-
ton, VT. Ridgid, Greenlee, Milwaukee, 
Scissor Lift, Threaders, Benders & MORE. 
THCAuction.com ? 800-634-7653

OTSEGO COUNTY REAL PROPERTY 
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 50+/- 
Properties August 17 @ 11AM. Held at: 
Holiday Inn - Oneonta. 800-243-0061 
AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. Free brochure: 
www.NYSAuctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

HELP WANTED
THE VILLAGE OF PLEASANTVILLE 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT IS 
LOOKING FOR GROUP LEADERS 
FOR THEIR AFTER SCHOOL PRO-
GRAM beginning in September through 
June , Monday through Friday, from 
2:45pm to 6:30pm. Applicants must have 
experience working with children and be 
able to interact with children, in various 
activities. Salary is $18 to $20 per hour. 
Please call for an interview, (914)769-
7950.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 297 
MAIN STREET LLC ART. OF ORG. 
filed with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/24/16. Office in Westchester County. 

SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Susan 
Lewkowitz, 670 White Plains Road Ste. 
322, Scarsdale, NY 10583 914-723-4290. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SWAN 
GRAPHICS, LLC ARTS OF ORG. filed 
SSNT 6/22/15. Office: Westchester Co. 
SSNY design agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served & mail to: 29 
North Greenwich Road, Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF INNER 
AWARENESS, LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 6/1/16. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to Inner 
Awareness, 8 Midland Gardens, #3H, 
Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AMY 
BALTER, THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE, 
LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2016. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal business 
address: 2 Woodland Dr., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LG 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, LLC. ARTS 
OF ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/25/2016. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress:  208 Harris Rd. Apt CA 1, Bedford 
Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LIQUOR LICENSE, SERIAL NUMBER 
1295466, FOR BEER, WINE, AND LI-
QUOR has been applied for by the un-
dersigned to permit the sale of beer, wine, 
and liquor at retail in a restaurant under 
the Alcoholic Beverages Control Law at 
GC Fridays NY, LLC located at 250 Main 
ST, White Plains, NY, 10601, on premise 
consumption. GC Fridays NY, LLC.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RUN-
WAY PRESTIGE, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 4/07/16. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 285 Rich Avenue, Mt. Vernon, NY 
10552. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DANO TECHNOLOGY GROUP, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on June 
30, 2016.  Office in Westchester County. 

SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to:  Ste-
fano Sandano 59 Kensington Road Apt 
1A Bronxville, NY 10708.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful purpose.

LOTS & ACREAGE
Mountain Top Liquidation 30 Mile Views! 
4.3 Acres only $29,900. 90 mins from the 
city! Excellent Financing Call Now 888-
320-0920

ADIRONDACK CABIN 30 acres- 
$199,900. Rustic U-finish cabin with lake 
access, trout stream, woods, just 3 hours 
from NY City and 40 mins Albany! Sever-
al other structures. Terms Avail. Call 888-
479-3394 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN LAND BAR-
GAIN! 39 acres- $99,900! Woods, mowed 
fields, stunning valley views, great deer 
hunting! 3 hours NY City! Twn rd, elect. 
EZ terms! 888-905-8847

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry 
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. 
PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
118 north BedFord rd. 

suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
new york, ny 10165

CAll For An APPointMent

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Small NewS iS BiG NewS 
914-864-0878

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Chloe is loving, happy,  
& ready for a family! 

Pet Of The Week: 
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RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW,HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)

Yorktown’s hard-hitting Nick Puff  slides in safely at third base in the 14-U Bombers’ 6-1 win over 3B Michael Pompei and the Shrub Oak Storm last Tuesday in Greater Hudson Valley Baseball action last Tuesday.

Puff Daddy!

Yorktown Bombers Score 6-1 Win  
over Shrub Oak Storm
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Boys Baseball NotebookSports

Somers, Put Valley Have at it in Exciting Double Dip
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

When they lost the opening game of 
a twin-bill against host Somers in walk-
off fashion last Saturday morning and 
fell behind 11-0 in the first inning of the 
second game, it would have been easy for 
the Putnam Valley Dingers to call it a day 

and pack it in. But there’s a reason why 
Coach John Millicker’s Dingers (8-3) are 
clinging to first place in the WPBA 16-U 
division.

“There’s no quit in these guys, I’m just 
so proud and pleased to see the fight they 
have in them,” Millicker said after the 
Dingers erased the aforementioned deficit 
and pulled out a 20-12 win.

The Somers Red Storm 
(7-5-1) took the first game, 
2-1, when Jonathan Riini 
slapped an RBI single to 
score Luke Rossiter in the 
bottom of the seventh off 
hard-luck loser TJ Brescia, 
and the Dingers looked like 
a team that had no business 
being in first place as they 
allowed 17 Red Storm 
batters to come to plate in 
the first frame. Walks (10 in 
the abominable 1st frame), 
wild pitches and dinkers 
proceeded to allow the first 
nine Somers hitters to score 
before PV finally got an 

out. Lasher and Rossiter (3 for 4, 
2 runs) each scored twice in the 
inning before PV finally got out of 
the inning.

Then, little by little, the Dingers 
chipped away; scoring two in the 
second, five in the third, three in 
the fourth and one more in the 
fifth to the game at 11-all. Having 
fully recovered from the prior 
follies, the Dingers blew the game 
open with a nine-run seventh to 
prevail on what was a blistering 
hot day for two games.

John Millikcer Jr. had three hits 
and three runs for the Dingers 
while Chris Foci drew four walks 
and scored three times. Dominic 
Bravo scored four runs and 
Charlie Gatewood added two 
runs and two RBI for PV while 
Billy Venezia had four hits, three 
runs and a rib.

The 14-U YORKTOWN 
BOMBERS defeated the Shrub 
Oak Storm, 6-1, last Tuesday and 
improved to 7-6-1 in the Greater 
Hudson Valley Baseball League 
action. With its full lineup intact 
for the first time all season, the 
Bombers were all over the Storm.

“We could beat any team in 
league when we have all of our 
players,” Yorktown Manager Robert 
Miller said.

Bombers hurler Steven Gerrish 
pitched seven innings, surrendering 
only one unearned run for his 
second win of year. Other pitchers, 
including Hiroki Mii (2-0) and 
Robert Miller (3-2), have pitched 
well for the playoff hopefuls. Top 
hitters this year include Nick 
Puff, Jack Tinari, Steven Gerrish, 
Michael Arcure and Mii.

Summer baseball coaches are 
encouraged to send stats and 
photos to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com

Rumble at the Rock in Chester, NY, featured nine prestigious 11-U baseball teams from the tristate 
region and the NY Swarm, which runs our Mahopac and features local players from Mahopac, 
Carmel, Shrub Oak, Yorktown and Croton, defeated the Jersey Storm in the semifinals and the Hit 
& Run Outlaws from NJ in the finals to take home top honors. Coach Matt Gelston and assistants 
CJ Sager and Rich Petrosa were quite proud of  the unit, which includes Matt Luczkowski, Chris 
McKeon, Gianluca Santoro, Ian Tumm, Frank Kowal, Jason Portella, Nicholas Badillo, Dylan Koch, 
Sam Weiner, Russell Hunter, Ben Raphael, Rich Petrosa and Aiden Rosario.

NY Swarm Win Rumble  
at the Rock Tourney

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Somers’ Drew Lasher slides in safely at 3B under the tag of  Put Valley’s John Listwan in PV’s 20-12 
WPBA 16-U win over the Red Storm last Saturday at Reis Park.

Yorktown’s Jack Tinari gets in under the tag of  Shrub Oak’s Lobo in 
the Yorktown Bombers’ 6-1 win over SOAC.

Yorktown’s Hiroki Mii drives ball in Bombers’ 6-1 win over 
SOAC Storm in 14U baseball action last week.

Somers’ Jonathan Riina (L) accepts some congrats from 
joyous teammate Ronan Whalen after stroking walk-off  
single in win against Put Valley in 16-U WPBA action last 
Saturday.
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Rich Get Richer as Espinoza-Hunter Returns to Ossining

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports 
Editor 

So the rich just 
got a little richer last 
week when four-time 
reigning NYS Class 
AA girls’ basketball 
champion Ossining 
High discovered 
that hoops sensation 
Andra Espinoza-
Hunter transferred 
back to Ossining 

after a three-year stint 
at the Blair Academy 

in New Jersey, a prestigious basketball 
powerhouse where she secured All-State 
selections in 2015 and 2016.

“Andra’s coming home,” a gleeful 
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci said last Friday 
night when the sharp-shooting forward 
tweeted out the big news. “The publics are 
always losing players to private schools, so 
it’s nice for this to happen for a change, 
for a public to welcome back one of their 
own. We relish this opportunity and the 
girls are all very excited to have Andra on 
the floor with them. She gives us the only 
thing we were missing, a strong senior 
leader.”

The UConn commit is also the closest 
thing to Steph Curry on 
Section 1 girls’ circuit, a 
prolific scorer with the 
kind of game-breaking 
ability that virtually 
assures Ossining of a 
fifth-straight Section 1 
Class AA championship 
(though, let’s not put the cart before the 
horse), and some would suggest a fifth-
straight NYSPHSAA title and a second 
consecutive NYS Federation crown are 
there for the taking.

The haters are sure to come out in force, 
crying foul and what not, just as they did 
when All-NYS sophomore Aubrey Griffin 
returned home for her freshman season 
last year. But the fact of the matter is these 
gals have major history at Ossining, and 
there’s no better place to play, or coach 
to learn from in NYS, than Ossining and 
Coach Ricci. His motor is always running 
at a high tempo and it’s an infectious 
sensation that leaves his players wanting 
more and never settling for second fiddle. 
Truth be told; they need a bigger gym on 
account of the crowds they draw, and the 
addition of Espinoza-Hunter ensures a 
packed house each and every night as this 
unit is sure to shatter scoring records and 
push 90 PPG or more should they desire.

Ricci said Espinoza-Hunter shot him 
a text on July 3, showing an interest 
in returning to her former team. She 
requested a meeting with Ricci, who was 
open to the notion from jump street. Who 
wouldn’t be? Everything is above board: 
Since Espinoza-Hunter never played for 
Ossining as a high school student (having 

played in 7th and 8th-grade on the 
varsity), she is eligible to play immediately 
for the Pride this season while she settles 
back in at home to help care for an ailing 
grandmother, who suffers from ALS.

That leaves Ricci with as loaded a 
starting five as there has ever 
been in Ossining history, 
including three sophomores 
-- Division I-offered Griffin 
and Kailah Harris, as well as 
all-state honorable mention 
point guard Jaida Strippoli 
and junior F Helen Ishmael. 

Sixth girl, junior Kelsey Quain, could start 
on any other team in Section 1, but she, 
unselfishly, is likely to provide instant 
offense off the bench. 

Safe to say, folks in and about Ossining 
will be booking their trips and reserving 
their hotel rooms for a schedule that 
includes stops at prestigious tournaments 
in Virginia, The Slam Dunk, Our Lady of 
Lourdes and two one-day events against 
top NYC schools before they get into the 
meat of a Section 1 schedule they will slice 
and dice…

So long, Tim Duncan, the GOAT of 
NBA power forwards. In an era when 
many professional athletes put themselves 
above their sport, the San Antonio Spurs’ 
future Hall of Famer and five-time NBA 
champion was the epitome of class and 
selflessness for 19 seasons, two of which 
were MVP. No on- or off-court issues, 
zero drama, no Kobe-esque six-month, 
self-coronation retirement tour around 
the NBA. Just a cell phone and a mic and 
a simple good bye…

Under no circumstances should the 
NY Mets trade 20-year-old, Dominican-
born SS Amid Rosario (.414 BA, .475 
OB%), who is tearing up AA ball through 
19 games for the Binghamton Mets. 
Power-hitting shortstops are simply 

untouchable…
Hate to say this, but I think it’s time 

to just leave our flags in the half-mast 
position, because as soon as we hoist 
them up again, another set of murdering 
marauders will force us to bring them 
down. NYPD, Dallas police, Baton Rouge 

police, Milwaukee 
police; all ambushed by 
divisive, home-grown 
terrorists, plus these 
cowardly ISIS attacks 
throughout the world.

As the guy 
responsible for the 
American flag in the 
Putnam Valley Town 
Park, I’m getting a little 
tired of the nonsensical 
up and down deal. 
Again, I thank God for 
the safety in which we 
seemingly exist here in 
Putnam and Northern 
Westchester County, 
but, and I say this with 
care for my fellow 

man (no matter their 
color): Head on a swivel, 
people! That’s 29 police 
officers killed in the 

line of duty in our nation this year, many 
bushwhacked under siege of ambush: It’s 
appalling out there and these killings do 
nothing but broaden the great divide and 
further strain race relations. Killing cops 
ain’t the answer!

The Cortlandt American 11U All-Stars -- including Gavin Carlucci, Cameron Hawley, Derek Hawley, 
Sammy Stafura, Danny Witters, TJ Surace, Andrew Chisholm, Austin Pagliatini, Cameron Weisman, 
Justin Ramos, Victor Versace and Manager Jeremy Carlucci and coaches Matt Hawley, Joe Surace, 
Rob Pagliatini, Rob Pagliatini and Matt Hawley Jr. – were crowned District 33 champions last 
Saturday after defeating Bedford Hills twice, 12-3 and 9-7. Having battled back to the championship 
from the loser’s bracket, CALL defeated Ossining, 11-1, earlier in the week. Gavin Carlucci fired a 
complete-game gem in the 12-3 win over Bedford Hills, and Danny Witters pitched a 1-2-3 sixth 
inning to save the day in the come-from-behind 9-7 title-clinching triumph. The team, which went 
3-1 in D-33, was set to enters sectionals this week, matching the feats of  the 10-U CALL-Stars.

CALL-Stars Continue District 33 
Dominance with 11-U Title

Direct 
Rays

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Ossining senior and UConn commit Andra Espinoza-Hunter (2) returned home this Friday to the Pride where the good times 
rolled in 2012-13 before a three-year stay at the prestigious Blair Academy in New Jersey.
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Somers’ Jonathan Riina (L) celebrates with Red Storm (7-5-1) teammate John Dirago (R) after Riina’s seventh-inning single prompted a 2-1 walk-off  win over the front-running Putnam Valley Dingers, 
who returned the favor and then some in the nightcap of  a double-dip by pulling off  a 20-12 win in 16-U WPBA action at Reis Park last Saturday.

Dream Kitchens & Baths

Johnny’s on the Spot!
Somers 
Nips Put 

Valley, 2-1; 
Red Storm 

Lose 
Nightcap 

20-12


