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By Rick Pezzullo

Alexander (Alec) Browne was a hap-
py-go-lucky kid with a friendly personal-
ity. He got along well with other children 
and never had any disciplinary issues. He 

enjoyed school.
That all changed 

in third grade at 
Van Cortland-
tville Elementary 
School in 2013 
when his mother, 
Michelle, said he 
was harassed by 
another student 
during lunch time, 
at recess and in the 
classroom.

“Alec didn’t 
want to go to 
school,” Michelle 
Browne said. “The 
kid pushed Alec 
and hit Alec in the 
back. It just esca-
lated.”

She claimed Van 
Cortlandtville El-
ementary School 
Principal Jacque-
line Woodruff de-
fended the other 

student, so in November 2013 Browne 
and her husband, Neal, successfully had 

Alec moved to another third-grade class 
in the school, and the alleged bullying 
ceased.

During that same year, Alec was af-
forded accommodations under Section 
504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, which provides students with spe-

cial learning needs extra time to com-
plete classroom work and tests. Michelle 
Browne noted she had sought those ac-
commodations for Alec since he was in 
first grade.

There were no problems in fourth 
grade, but in fifth grade, the alleged “in-

tentional bullying” as Michelle Browne 
described it, resurfaced, this time from a 
different student, in and out of the class-
room. She claimed the student would sit 
in front of Alec’s desk and make noises, 
making it difficult for him to concentrate. 

Officials Deny Claims of Not Trying to Defuse the Alleged Abuse

Bullying Forced Family to Take 
Student Out of Lakeland School

Large Photo by rick PezzuLLo
a cortlandt family feels Principal Jacqueline Woodruff  (left) and Superintendent of  Schools Dr. george Stone (right) did not adequately address alleged 
“intentional bullying” that led them to remove their son from Van cortlandtville elementary School. 

‘When our 
children go 
to school, 
we trust and 
believe our 
school staff 
are there 
to nurture, 
protect and 
educate our 
children. 
We blindly 
entrust them, 
with our 
most precious 
beings---our 
children.’-

— MichEllE 
BroWnE

continued on page 2
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During lunchtime, the student flicked a 
cup at Alec, and would say “mean things” 
to him.

“Alec told me he’s driving me crazy. 
I can’t focus. He’s pushing me over the 
edge,” Browne said. “I’m at my wit’s end. 
He’s (Alec) telling me this every day. 
From September on he didn’t want to go 
to school. It was a struggle to get him to 
go.”

During the same time, in mid-Octo-
ber, Alec began pulling out his hair and 
would constantly cry at night. When 
Browne alerted school officials about the 
issues Alec was facing in school, she said 
she was told she was the only one com-
plaining. Browne said Woodruff also told 
her Alec was “too sensitive.”

Following another alleged bullying in-
cident in school, Browne received an e-
mail on October 28 from Frank Yanoti, 
assistant principal at Van Cortlandtville, 
who stated, “We definitely hear your 
concern. Please know that Ms. Woodruff 
and I are investigating this and that we 
have already spoken to the other stu-
dent.”

The next day, Alec returned home on 
the bus very upset, Browne said. Alec 

told her he had “been pushed way past 
his limit too many times.” Frustrated, 
Browne demanded a meeting with 
Woodruff and Yanoti, relayed her con-
cerns the situation was getting worse and 
asked for an investigation.

That meeting triggered a Dignity For 
All Students Act (DASA) investigation, 
which requires staff to view all video of 
any occurrences where Alec and the oth-
er student were together.

On October 30, at about 3:30 p.m., 
Browne said Woodruff asked to speak 
with her in the main office and told her 
the other student admitted he was inten-
tionally making noises and saying and 
doing things to annoy Alec, and there 
was an “overwhelming amount of video” 
of the student bothering Alec.

Browne, who was an active volunteer 
at Van Cortlandtville, said Woodruff 

apologized to Alec and told him “she 
is on his team.” Browne said Woodruff 
shook Alec’s hand and told him she was 
going to fix the problem.

“When our children go to school, we 
trust and believe our school staff are 
there to nurture, protect and educate our 
children,” Browne said. “We blindly en-
trust them, with our most precious be-
ings – our children.”

According to the anti-bullying organi-
zation Stand for the Silent, 60 percent of 
fourth- through eighth-graders report 
being victims of bullying. More than 
55,000 children have committed suicide 
in the last seven years due to being bul-
lied.

Browne alleged the DASA investiga-
tion led to a series of “intimidation and 
retaliation” from Lakeland officials, and 
she and her husband accused the ad-

ministrators at Van Cortlandtville and 
district offices of violating their rights, 
“using official resources to punish” them. 
She said it started with an unnerving 
phone call on October 30 from Phil Ka-
vanagh, director of guidance for Lake-
land and the district’s DASA coordinator.

“Our child suffered. They did this 
to our child. They did this to our fam-
ily,” Browne remarked. “They used our 
child to retaliate against us, with implied 
threats and intimidation. We could not 
understand why.”

On November 5, the DASA investiga-
tion by the district determined any al-
leged DASA violations were unfounded.

The findings, in part, stated that an in-
terview conducted by school psycholo-
gist Kristen DiGenova of Alec, which 
Browne said she was not informed of 
prior, “did not show evidence of his ex-
periences with the other student to be 
of a severe or pervasive nature, and the 
student’s actions did not demonstrate a 
substantial disruption to his well-being.”

The Brownes questioned the validity 
of the DASA probe and requested the 
investigation be re-opened, maintain-
ing Kavanagh and Yanoti based much of 

Officials Deny Claims of Not Trying to Defuse the Alleged Abuse

Bullying Forced Family to Take Student Out of Lakeland
‘i think if you survey our parents and students 
they would overwhelmingly say our schools are 

nurturing, positive and supportive environments.’
—Dr. GEorGE StonE

continued from page 1

ARE YOU AT RISK FOR ENDOMETRIAL CANCER? 
Learn how to reduce your risk and recognize the symptoms…

Learn more about Dr. Wertheim and watch her discuss the 
advantages of using da Vinci Surgery to treat gynecological 
cancers, visit www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWertheim 

Iris Wertheim, MD
Director, Gynecologic Oncology Program
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital  
www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWertheim

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 

You can reduce your risk of endometrial 
cancer, the nation’s most common 
gynecological cancer, by maintaining 
a healthy weight.

Q:  What are my treatment options? 

A: The main treatment is a hysterectomy to remove the uterus. At Northern 
Westchester Hospital, robot-assisted surgery is performed on most patients with 
endometrial cancer. Patients benefit from decreased blood loss and risk of infection, 
and faster recoveries. Tiny incisions are an advantage for obese women, who are 
at greater risk for wound infection; while being mobile the next day reduces the 
risk of blood clots. When endometrial cancer is discovered early, post-surgical 
outcomes are good. 

Q:  Can I reduce my risk of developing endometrial cancer?

A: You can reduce your risk by maintaining a healthy weight and exercising regularly. 
Know your Body Mass Index (BMI), which represents body fat, and strive for under 25. 
A BMI greater than 30 indicates obesity. And see your gynecologist at the first sign of 
abnormal bleeding.

Q: What is endometrial cancer – and am I at risk? 
A: Endometrial cancer arises in the glands of the lining of the uterus. The major risk 
factor is age: it usually occurs in post-menopausal women between the ages of 55 
and 64. Another major risk factor is any condition that produces excess estrogen. 
Receptors in the uterine lining make it highly reactive to estrogen. Elevated levels 
of estrogen can overly stimulate receptive uterine cells causing them to grow 
uncontrollably and turn into cancer. The main cause of elevated estrogen in American 
women is obesity. A woman who carries extra weight has more fat cells, which store 
a hormone that converts to estrogen. As a result, obesity puts women of any age at 
risk for endometrial cancer. Other risk factors include Tamoxifen use, hypertension, 
familial cancer syndromes (such as Lynch Syndrome), and diabetes. 

Q: What symptoms should I look out for?     
A: The most common symptom is bleeding after menopause. Non-menopausal 
women should pay attention to an irregular bleeding pattern: heavy bleeding 
or bleeding between periods. At the first symptom, see your gynecologist. You 
will typically have an endometrial biopsy and a pelvic ultrasound. If the biopsy 
reveals endometrial cancer, see a gynecologic oncologist. 

continued on page 3
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We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

End
of

nweiss@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com                   *Ages 2-10       

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

*

their findings on a teacher who was out 
injured for several weeks and two substi-
tute teachers.

“My concern at this present time is that 
your son has been engaging in self-injury 
as a means of coping with circumstances 
that he has deemed as stressful,” Kavan-
agh wrote in a November 9 e-mail to the 
Brownes. “This is a serious matter which 
requires prompt attention through a 
home/school partnership. Our goal at 
this point is to collaboratively work to-
wards helping Alex to identify more ef-
fective coping skills.”

A written appeal of the DASA investi-
gation was made by the Brownes to the 
Lakeland Board of Education. On No-
vember 19, the board upheld the find-
ings, and in a November 20 letter to the 
Brownes, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
George Stone stated Woodruff and Yan-
oti offered to move Alec to another class-
room of their choosing.

However, the Brownes, whose oldest 
son attended Lakeland schools and grad-
uated from Walter Panas High School 
in 2011, were disgusted with the whole 
process and made the decision to remove 
Alec from the district and place him at 
St. Patrick’s Catholic school in Yorktown, 
where he started on November 30 and 

has returned to his old self, according to 
Browne.

“He is back to normal. He is laughing. 
He’s happy going to school,” she said.

While insisting Woodruff, Stone and 
other administrators in the district 
should be “disciplined for covering it 
up,” Neal Browne thanked Woodruff for 
allegedly admitting that Alec was being 
truthful about being harassed.

“I think we should thank Woodruff 
for having the guts to tell us this was go-
ing on. It woke us up as parents,” he said. 
“They’re doing it to so many people. We 
took it in our hands to take him out.”

Other Students Bullied

Michelle Browne alleged Alec’s bully-
ing experience was not unique, saying 
she knew of another family that had tak-
en a child out of Van Cortlandtville this 
year and another that yanked a student 
out of Lakeland Copper Beech Middle 
School. She also maintained there were 
other families who had students being 
bullied who were afraid to speak publicly.

“I’m not the only one who has taken 
their kid out of school because of bully-
ing,” Michelle Browne said. “If they have 
done this to me, they can do it to anyone. 
They should have addressed it and tried 

to fix it.”
Stone vehemently defended the ac-

tions of Woodruff and her staff at Van 
Cortlandtville and other district officials 
who he said spent “extensive time” doing 
a “full and thorough investigation.”

“We went through all the DASA proce-
dures. They fully investigated. They fully 
processed everything they had,” Stone 
said. “They provide all the services they 
possibly could. They care deeply about 
every child in that school.”

But the Brownes maintained the Board 
of Education was not given all the infor-
mation available with Alec’s case, espe-
cially the video recordings showing the 
alleged bullying. Michelle Browne sub-
mitted 29 pages of further documenta-
tion to the board on February 18 hoping 
it would overturn the DASA investiga-
tion findings, but was notified last week 
the board was standing pat.

“Given the fact that no new informa-
tion has been provided by you, the de-
cision of the board at the November 
19th meeting stands as rendered,” board 
President Carol Ann Dobson wrote in a 
February 24 e-mail to Michelle Browne.

The Brownes have reached out to Rob-
ert Freeman, executive director of the 
New York State Office on Open Govern-
ment, for assistance in getting the district 

to comply with all Freedom of Informa-
tion regulations.

A federal civil rights organization has 
also taken on the case to review if Lake-
land violated the rights of the Brownes 
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, al-
though no legal proceedings have been 
initiated.

“So, why haven’t I stopped? I love my 
child. Because I never want any parent 
advocating for their child, to feel backed 
into a corner, feel helpless or frightened 
by retaliation,” Michelle Browne said. “As 
parents, as taxpayers, this is our commu-
nity. These are our schools. When did we 
say anyone working for our schools or 
someone we have voted into a position 
has the right to take away our power to 
advocate for our child.”

Meanwhile, Stone maintained bullying 
was not rampant in Lakeland schools, 
and children being taken out of district 
schools were rare.

“I think if you survey our parents and 
students they would overwhelmingly 
say our schools are nurturing, positive 
and supportive environments,” he said. 
“I think we’re doing an outstanding job 
dealing with this type of issue. It’s rare 
that (a bullying) complaint comes to us. 
When it does we take it very seriously.”

Bullying Forced Family to Take Student Out of Lakeland
continued from page 2
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 SUB-ACUTE REHABILITATION 
 CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AGENCY  
 LICENSED HOME CARE SERVICES AGENCY 
 INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING AT THE PINES AT NARRAGANSETT   
 ASSISTED SENIOR LIVING AT THE SPRINGVALE INN  
 ADULT DAY SERVICES   (Medical & Social) 
 SKILLED NURSING & RESPITE  

 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 

Talk to our professional 
Admissions Team! 

914-739-6700 
Ossining &  
Croton-on- Hudson 

Celebrating Over 100 Years of Service to the Community 
bethelwell.org 

     

Soundview Prep... could be a life changer.

Soundview
Preparatory School

  
      

      
      

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY

Where your child will truly belong.

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, March 6 • 1 - 3 pm

Tuesday, March 15 • 9 -11 am
Sunday, April 3 • 1 - 3 pm

Call (914) 962-2780, ext. 112 to register or just stop by.
www.soundviewprep.org

By Rick Pezzullo
The Rotary Club of Peekskill made a 

$15,000 donation last week to the Peek-
skill Community Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps to purchase a life-saving CPR au-
tomated system.

A check was given to Ambulance 
Corps volunteers during a meeting of the 
Rotary Club last Thursday at the Cort-
landt Colonial Restaurant.

The Rotary Club decided to raise the 
money for the LUCAS 2 Chest Compres-
sion System following a demonstration 
of the devise by EMT volunteers. The 
system delivers consistent and uninter-
rupted chest compressions, helping a 
patient maintain good circulation, and 
helps reduce the number of EMTs need-

ed to assist with CPR during a cardiac 
emergency.

Rotarian Ned Curry spearheaded the 
donation drive after being impressed 
with what he had witnessed. Rotary 
members kicked in $12,000 of the cost, 
while the Rotary Club of Peekskill Foun-
dation contributed the remaining $3,000.

“Our members saw how dedicated 
the volunteers are, how much time they 
commit to responding to emergencies 
and the value they and this device will 
bring to all of us,” Curry said. “Everyone 
wanted to be a part of this effort.”

Chartered in 1919, the Peekskill Ro-
tary boasts 85 members and prides itself 
in dedicating community service to the 
Peekskill/Cortlandt area.

Peekskill Rotary Makes Donation for Live Saving CPR System

By Rick Pezzullo
Plans for a multi-faceted development 

on John Walsh Boulevard in Peekskill 
are moving ahead with hopes of a new 
restaurant on the waterfront opening in 
the fall.

Representatives for Diamond Proper-
ties appeared before the Peekskill Plan-
ning Commission in February to give an 
update on the project, which besides a 
restaurant and catering facility, include 
an eight-lane bowling alley, brewery and 

distillery, amusement center, manufac-
turing component and a museum.

“We are blessed with an amazing loca-
tion in terms of amenities,” said architect 
Chris Borchardt of CDBD Architecture 
in Peekskill. “We’re trying to create a so-
lution that allows all three businesses to 
function independently of each other. 
The goal is to make it look like we’ve nev-
er been there.”

The property formerly housed The 
Cove restaurant and is located near D. 

Bertoline & Sons. Borchardt stressed the 
proximity to the Hudson River made it 
ideal for water-related features, such as 
kayak rentals, a beer garden and Westch-
ester’s first “float-in” movie theater where 
people could pull up in a boat and watch 
a film.

The amusement center on the first 
floor would have laser tag, billiards and 
an arcade. Outdoors would be a ropes 
course and possibly a trapeze school. The 
estimated $6.5 million project is expect-

ed to generate at least 200 jobs.
“I think we all liked what we heard. 

Keep going,” said Planning Commission 
Chairman Jeffrey Stern.

“I like it. I’m excited. It’s going to be 
fun,” said Planning Commission mem-
ber Ruth Wells.

Getting the restaurant open and run-
ning is the first priority for Diamond 
Properties. The amusement center open-
ing isn’t anticipated for a year or two.

Peekskill eMts tim Warn and ed kelly proudly display new equipment they received from funds raised 
by the rotary club of  Peekskill.

Plans for Restaurant/Amusement Center in Peekskill Moving Forward
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Police Blotter
State Police

February 14 - Lawrence Brooks, 67, 
of Croton-on-Hudson, was charged with 
driving while intoxicated, a Class E fel-
ony, after troopers patrolling Route 9A 
observed a vehicle stopped in the lane 
of travel where the operator appeared 
slumped over the wheel. A welfare check 
of the driver by an officer found Brooks 
to be intoxicated. Brooks was charged 
with a felony since a criminal history 
revealed a previous DWI-related convic-
tion in 2009.

February 17 - Melissa Yambo, 28, of 
Yorktown, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, a Class E felony, after 
she was stopped for speeding on Route 6 
in Cortlandt. 

February 19 - Troopers investigated 
a head-on collision on Albany Post 
Road at about 5:57 p.m. during which 
Manuel Collaguazo, 46, of Kingston, 
was traveling north when for an un-
known reason his 1995 Honda entered 
the southbound lane and struck a 2010 
Mercedes-Benz, driven by Patricia 
Jackson, 55, of Poughkeepsie. Colla-
guazo, a former Ossining resident, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. Jackson 
was transported to Westchester Medical 

Center with non-life threatening inju-
ries.

Yorktown Police

February 16 - 2:45 p.m. – Tania 
Cordova-Aquilla, 26, of Peekskill, was 
charged with grand larceny in the fourth 
degree, a Class E felony, after being iden-
tified as one of two suspects who shop-
lifted $1,253 worth of clothing from 
Sears at the Jefferson Valley Mall on Oc-
tober 12, 2015. She was released on $250 
cash bail and is scheduled to appear for 
arraignment in Yorktown Town Court 
on March 22.

February 21- 8:20 p.m. – Jared Mick, 
27, of Somers, and Trevor Kranz, 27, of 
New York City, were both charged with 
unlawful possession of marijuana after 
they were stopped on Crompond Road 
for traveling in a 2006 Kia with one head-
light. A routine check on Mick’s license 
also revealed his driver’s license was sus-
pended for failing to pay a fine. They are 
both due back in Yorktown Town Court 
on March 24.

February 22 - 2:40 a.m. – Irene Tru-
jillo, 53, of the Bronx, was charged with 
burglary in the third degree, a Class D 
felony, after unlawfully remaining in 

Macy’s at the Jefferson Valley Mall after 
closing with the intent to steal property. 
She was remanded to Westchester Coun-
ty Jail in lieu of $10,000 bail.

2:13 p.m. – Anthony Delosangeles, 
19, of Tarrytown, was charged with two 
counts of criminal sale of a controlled 
substance in the third degree, and two 
counts of criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance in the third degree, all 
Class B felonies, after an investigation by 
Yorktown Police, Westchester County 
Drug Task Force and the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office revealed he allegedly sold 
heroin on two dates in the Town of York-
town in December 2015 and January 
2016. He was arrested while in Westch-
ester County Jail on unrelated narcotics 
charges.

February 23- 1:10 a.m. – Keith Cov-
ert, 51, of Somers, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated following a one-car 
crash on Granite Springs Road.

February 24 - 9:04 p.m. – Ada Bener-
af, 53, who is homeless, was charged with 
trespassing after she was found inside 
the Yorktown Community and Cultural 
Center after being warned she was not 
permitted on the property.

Westchester County Police

Utilizing a grant secured by the Cort-
landt Community Coalition, Westches-
ter County Police conducted a series of 
checks at local businesses in Cortlandt 
to ensure alcohol was not being sold to 
anyone under 21 years of age. On two 
separate evenings, police sent a youth 
volunteer into local stores to attempt to 
buy beer and on all 25 occasions, clerks 
refused to make the sale.

“This is the best possible outcome 
when we conduct compliance checks,” 
said Public Safety Commissioner George 
Longworth. “The Westchester County 
Police are proud to work hand-in-hand 
with the Cortlandt Community Coali-
tion to encourage our youth to make safe 
and healthy choices.”

The compliance checks were conducted 
at delicatessens and gas station conven-
ience stores on December 11, 2015 and 
February 19, 2016. Some locations were 
visited on both dates, others only once.

Businesses found to be in compliance 
were: Lou’s Corner Store; Oregon Shell; 
123 Food Mart; Annsville Mobil; Post 
Road Deli; Montrose Deli; Trails End 
Deli; Oregon Citgo; Mobil on Route 202; 
Rock Cut Deli; Sunoco; BP gas station on 
Albany Post Road; Shell on Albany Post 
Road; and Da Ro’s Deli.
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brunch & 
fashion show

110 Nannahagan Road, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570

When: Sunday April 3rd, 2016
Where: Unique Affairs at 
The Pleasantville Country Club
Time: 12-3 p.m.
Tickets: $40 per person

Clothes for the fashion
show will be provided by 
Rhodadendron & AT LAST 
located in Pleasantville, NYThis event will honor

Support Connection, Inc.
I’m Alina, a 15 year old girl scout from Westchester county 
going for my Gold Award. My project is called “Brave 
and Beautiful”. It focuses on the self-confidence of Cancer 
Survivors and everyone. I’m using cancer survivors as the 
models for the show. When people leave my event I want 
EVERYONE to know that they are brave and beautiful.

Name: _____________

Phone Number: ________

Email: _____________
PLease address checks to troop 2850

If you have any questions 
PLease email me at 

gsbraveandbeautiful@gmail.comNumber of guests: __

Tear off and send with 
your cash or check to 
JACKIE martineau, esq. 
444 Bedford Road, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570

By Michael Giuliano
Boy Scout Troop 173 celebrated its 

50th anniversary on Saturday at St. 
Patrick’s Church in Yorktown. The event, 
attended by nearly 200 people, drew 
former Boy Scouts, Eagle Scouts, and 
scoutmasters from the past 50 years, with 
some coming as far away as Pennsylvania 
to join in on the festivities.  

Also in attendance were state Senator 
Terrence Murphy (R/Yorktown), Westch-
ester County Legislator Michael Kaplow-
itz (D/Somers), and Yorktown Council-
men Vishnu Patel and Tom Diana.

Since its establishment in 1965, Boy 
Scout Troop 173 has brought up 461 
members through its ranks, with 40 boys 
currently chartered, and 14 Webelos cub 
scouts scheduled to join in the coming 
year. They have also graduated 85 Eagle 
Scouts during their tenure, which amounts 
to 18% of all of their scouts, shattering the 
national average of 6.5% graduated.

Acting as Master of Ceremonies for 
the evening, former scoutmaster Fred 
Compton, said the journey through the 
ranks of the scouts aids young men for 
the future, and that scouts shouldn’t be 
discouraged by their shortcomings.

“You discover that trying, and not al-
ways succeeding, is sometimes a good 
thing,” Compton said.  

Likewise, Scoutmaster Keith Holmes 

credited the scouts for providing great 
opportunities to young men, saying, “It’s 
the only opportunity to mentor and really 
teach important life skills to many kids.”  

Holmes, who became scoutmaster 
in mid-2015, also said he feels a great 
personal sense of pride and accomplish-
ment from being a member of the Boy 
Scouts, crediting his membership with 
getting him through basic training with 
the armed forces.

“We were on a mission, and at that 
point I had been awake for five days,” 
Holmes said. “The only thing that kept 
me going was a voice saying: ‘Remember, 

you’re a scout.’”
In his first formal speech as scoutmas-

ter, Holmes made sure to thank the com-
mittee members of the troop, including 
committee chairman Chad Howard, and 
Father Tom Kreiser, who was acting as the 
Charter Liaison in the absence of Father 
Joseph Bisogno.  St. Patrick’s Church is the 
official charter for Troop 173, and most of 
the profits made by their drives and dona-
tions are brought right back to the parish.

Holmes made special note of the 10 
adult leaders within the group, citing 
their experience and willingness to help 
as a driving force behind the troop.

“These are properly-trained adults 
who bring a core strength to the group,” 
Holmes said.

During the awards presented through-
out the evening, Troop 173 received 
several special commendations. A new 
shovel, for instance, was presented as 
a gift by all the former Eagle Scouts of 
Troop 173, with the promise that it be 
used to break ground on new projects. 

Patel, who is ever-present at Eagle 
Scout presentations, thanked the troop 
for all of their service, and said, “Boy 
Scouts put the ‘extra’ into the ‘ordinary’ 
to make them extraordinary.”  

A certificate given by Councilman 
Diana honored the troop for 50 years of 
service, and he guaranteed that the board 
would be “clearing house,” so to speak, to 
give more volunteer and advancement 
opportunities for the current scouts.  

Finally, a proclamation presented by 
Kaplowitz decreed that February 29th, 
Leap Day, would be declared “Troop 173 
Day” in Westchester County.  

“Make sure you see it on the jumbo-
tron on Monday,” Kaplowitz said.  “You 
won’t see it for another four years.”

More information on Troop 173, in-
cluding contact information and dates 
for upcoming events, can be found at 
troop173-yorktown.org.

MichaeL giuLiano Photo
a large group of  boy Scouts gathered in yorktown Saturday to celebrate milestone. 

Boy Scout Troop 173 Celebrates 50th Anniversary in Yorktown
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Joseph Edward 
Vollers, Jr.
Joseph E. Vollers, Jr., a former York-

town resident, died at home in Louis-
burg, NC, on February 17, surrounded 
by family. He was 77.

He was a pioneer in mainframe com-
puter software, and enjoyed a long, 
colorful career as a systems designer 
and consultant to major clients in in-
dustry, banking and government. 

Mr. Vollers was born in the Bronx, NY, 
the eldest of five children of Josephine 
and Joseph E. Vollers, Sr.; a court clerk 
and an FDNY battalion chief.  He grew 
up in Yorktown, Heights, on the shores 
of Sparkle Lake, where he would fish and 
swim and amuse himself by calculating 
logarithms in his head. Upon graduation 
from Yorktown High School in 1957, he 
won both Merit and Regents scholar-
ships and enrolled at Alfred University in 
upstate NY, where he majored in math. 
He was a member of the Army ROTC, 
but nearly washed out after he stole a 
missile as a fraternity prank.

Apparently all was forgiven by the time 
he graduated in 1961, because he was re-
cruited by Admiral Hyman Rickover to 
work on secret U.S. defense projects. Mr. 
Vollers landed at the Lockheed Martin 
Skunk Works in Burbank, CA. where he 
helped design the guidance system for 
the Polaris submarine-launched nuclear 
missile. After Lockheed, he went to work 
as a contractor for the National Recon-
naissance Office, where he worked on 
the spy satellite program, writing the ma-
chine code for the satellite telemetry and 
serving as a courier for top secret pic-
tures of Soviet Army sites that had been 
dropped into the Indian Ocean from the 
satellites. 

In the late 60s, Mr. Vollers, his first wife, 
Kathy, and their young children moved to 
back to New York where he worked for 
IBM and others. He later founded a con-
sulting business, the Systems and Com-
munications Group, Inc. Over the years, 
his clients have included Teacher’s Insur-
ance, Equitable Life, the University of 
Virginia, Motts’s, Rubbermaid, Hibernian 
Bank, the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey, and the state of North Caro-
lina, among many others. 

During the early 70s he served as a 
vice president of Chemical Bank, over-
seeing some of the first automated 
banking systems. 

After his first marriage ended in di-
vorce, Mr. Vollers moved to the tip of 
Long Island with his life partner, An-
nette Meiners-Eggers, a programmer 
and artist. They raised three children 
together. Back then the East End was 
still the domain of fishermen, writers 
and painters, and Mr. Vollers loved the 
community and the ocean. He could 

often be found leading his large, blend-
ed family to the beach for full-contact 
body surfing, followed by bonfires and 
clambakes, with his booming laugh 
carrying above the sound of the surf.  
Mr. Vollers was a larger-than-life char-
acter; a big-hearted, generous soul. He 
was an adventurer and a born rebel 
who read to his children from Treasure 
Island and raised them to be pirates. 
He loved his family above all, and they 
loved him back. Nothing made him 
happier than cooking gourmet meals 
for his clan – he was famous for his 
apricot-brandy turkey at Thanksgiv-
ing – or whipping up pitchers of white 
sangria. 

In 2004, Mr. Vollers and Annette 
relocated to a lakeside community in 
North Carolina to be near family. 

He is survived by his wife, Annette; 
a brother, Charles S. Vollers; sisters Ju-
dith Martin and Maryanne (William 
Campbell) Vollers; his children, Koren 
(Eric) Stagg, Kerry (David) Roseberry; 
Cormac (Carolyn) Meiners-Vollers; 
Kendrick Vollers; Sabrina (Nicolas 
Turtschi) Vollers;  and six grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his mother-in-law, Ruth Mein-
ers; a brother, Robert J. Vollers; and a 
son, Joseph E. Vollers III.

Michelle Ardolino
Michelle Iris Ardolino, of Delmar, 

NY, formerly of Yorktown Heights, 
died February 23, at Albany Medical 
Center Hospital. She was 37. 

She was born on October 8, 1978 in 
Manhattan to Hector and Iris Pagan. 
On September 2, 2007, she married 
Kyle R. Ardolino of Yorktown Heights. 
Mrs. Ardolino was an Associate At-
torney at the New York State Office of 
Information Technology Services. She 
earned her Juris Doctorate from Uni-
versity of Colorado Law School. Grow-
ing up she was a dedicated Girl Scout, 
earning the highest honor of Gold 
Award. She lived life to the fullest in 
spite of her Congenital Heart Disease.

She is survived by her husband, Kyle; 
two daughters, Marisa and Natalie, 
parents, Hector and Iris Pagan; broth-
er, Jason; and sister, Kristina. 

Joan Sackal
Joan M Sackal, a lifetime resident 

of Peekskill, died February 23, after a 
short illness. She was 86.

Born September 3, 1929, to Alexan-
der and Margaret Lent, she was retired 
from the Peekskill City School system 
where she was employed as a library aide, 
and more recently from Hudson Valley 
Hospital Center where she worked as a 

technician in Central Services for many 
years. She was a long time parishioner of 
Assumption Church, Peekskill. 

She is survived by her three children, 
daughter Jill Conklin (Steven Cor-
dovano), son Joseph Sackal (Susan Prai-
rrie), and son Jeffrey (Dina) Sackal. She 
is also survived by seven grandchildren, 
Shannon (James) Conklin-Nonnen-
macher, Courtney (Michael) Crawford, 
Bill and Zachary Conklin, MacKenzie 
(Chris)Conklin-Bogart, Jeffrey T., and 
Elizabeth Sackal, and step-granddaugh-
ter Lauren Prairrie, six great-grandchil-
dren, one brother James (Mary) Lent, as 
well as her loved nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her husband, 
Joseph F Sackal, and brother, Lawrence 
(Larry) Lent. 

“Gram loved her family, her inde-
pendence, her hometown, her country 
and her football, especially the NY Gi-
ants. She was a huge fan of the Uni-
versity of New Haven Charger football 
team, where she loved watching her 
grandson play. Go UNH and GO GI-
ANTS!” 

James Kelley
James Kevin Kelley, a resident of 

Montrose, died February 22. He was 
59.

He was born in Peekskill on March 
11, 1956 to William V. and Bernice 
(O’Connor) Kelley. He is survived 
by his beloved children, James Gar-
rett Kelley and Samantha Rose Kelley; 
loving father, William V. Kelley; car-
ing brother, William C. Kelley and his 
adoring grandchildren, James, Alysia, 
Savanna, Julia and Gianna. He was a 
loving father, grandfather, son brother 
and friend to many. He will be deeply 
missed by those who knew him. 

Mary Boerner
Mary C. Boerner, a lifelong Croton-

on-Hudson resident, died peacefully at 
home February 22. She was 86.

She was born on May 23, 1929 to the 
late Rosario and Rose Mancuso. She 
worked for many years as a Records 
Manager for Chase Manhattan Bank in 
Mahopac. She was married to her late 
husband Ronald Boerner in 1950. He 
predeceased her in 2002 after 52 years 
of marriage. She was an active member 
of the Croton Seniors, Croton Histori-
cal Society and a lifelong parishioner 
of Holy Name of Mary Church. She was 
a loving wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend to many and her 
kindness and compassion for others 
will be greatly missed.

She is survived by her beloved chil-
dren, Ronald Boerner and his wife 

JoAnn and Debra A. Hair; adoring 
grandchildren, Heather Newton, Ro-
nald Jacob Boerner and Thomas Jesse 
Hair; loving great-grandchildren, 
Dangerous and Ripsi Newton. She is 
also survived by her sisters-in-law and 
many nieces, nephews and friends. She 
was predeceased by her brother Do-
minic Mancuso and sister Angelina 
Lancaster. 

Alberto Di Sisto
Alberto Di Sisto, a resident of Ossin-

ing, died February 22. He was 89.
He leaves behind to cherish his pre-

cious memory his wife of 63 years 
Yolanda, his son Alberto (Susanna), 
daughter Monica Di Sisto-Watkins 
(Sulani), brother Ricardo, sister Asun-
da Velardo (Nicola), grandchildren 
Aaron, Esteban, Jacqueline, Domeni-
ca, great-granddaughter Isabella and 
a host of nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his brother Michael 
and sister Emma Santucci.

On September 22, 1926, he was born 
to Pedro and Carmela (Calandrello) Di 
Sisto in Sassinoro, Italy where he grew 
up. As a young adult he lived in Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay before moving to Os-
sining. Mr. Di Sisto worked as a mason/
contractor for many years. He was a de-
voted husband, father and grandfather 
who looked forward to Sunday meals 
with his family. He started and ended 
his days in his vegetable garden, loved to 
fish, enjoyed playing bocce on Sundays 
and card games with his siblings on the 
weekends (sometimes weeknights, too).

Raymond Henshaw
Raymond F. Henshaw, a resident of 

Ossining, formerly of Sleepy Hollow 
and Riverdale, died February 21. He 
was 80.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
57 years Peggy O’Neill Henshaw and 
his seven children and their families; 
Ray and Sandra, Chris and Heidi, Paul 
and Gina, Tom and Arleen, Cathy and 
Paul Padalino, Margaret, and Mary 
Beth and Adam John. Ray was the 
proud grandfather of Megan, Jack, 
Paul, Miles, William, Matthew, and 
Michael Henshaw, Paul John, Chris-
tine, and Kelly Padalino, and Grace 
and Aidan John.

Mr. Henshaw was a man of great 
faith, dedicated to his family. After 
graduation from Iona College and Se-
ton Hall University, he spent his career 
in management consulting and opera-
tions management. He was an enthusi-
astic fan of the NY Yankees and the NY 
Giants and enjoyed travelling to many 
continents in his retirement years. 

Obituaries
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A few columns back, I expounded on 
the ageability of wines. In the vineyard 
of a competent winemaker, there are a 
number of factors that influence the 
ability of a wine to age gracefully and 
ultimately become a pleasurable wine 
that is highly evolved from its 
vineyard beginnings. From 
the grape varietal chosen to be 
planted and nurtured in the 
vineyard comes the underlying 
components that portend the 
characteristics of a great wine. 
From the loving techniques of 
a winemaker in the winery, 
come the subtle nuances that 
differentiate a sophisticated, 
complex wine from a pedes-
trian, quaffing wine.

Ageability, as I opined in 
that earlier column, is a func-
tion of nature and nurture. It is 
both the genetic code and the environ-
mental circumstances exerted in the 
vineyard and the winery that ultimate-
ly determine whether a wine should 
be drunk when released or after years, 
even decades, of cellaring.

This week, we’ll delve into more ob-
jective measurements of a wine’s age-
ability.      

There are four basic components of 

wine, each present in varying degrees 
and exerting varying influences: tan-
nins, acidity, taste and alcohol. The 
combination of each of these deter-
mines the final style and life cycle of 
wine. While these components are 

present in all wines, it is the 
winemaker’s manipulation of 
each that influences the evolu-
tion, and longevity, of a par-
ticular wine.  

-  Tannins provide longev-
ity. Somewhat harsh and un-
refined at first, over time they 
soften and add a strong back-
bone and character to wine. 
Certain winemakers avoid 
tannins in order to produce a 
fresh wine that may be enjoyed 
in its youth. Others seek out 
high levels of tannins, which, 
while initially harsh tasting, 

will soften over time and add complex-
ity, sophistication and longevity to a 
wine. The underlying influence of tan-
nins is present in a chemical compound 
in the skins of red grapes, polyphenols. 
Oxygen is the enemy of wine, eventu-
ally causing oxidation and, by exten-
sion, spoiling. It is mainly polyphenols 
(sometimes referred to as resveratrol 
by supplement companies) that delay 

the insidious effects of oxidation. To a 
lesser extent, aging in oak barrels also 
produces tannins. The types of grape 
varietals, and their manipulation dur-
ing the winemaking process, have the 
greatest influence on ageability.

-  Acidity and taste are inextrica-
bly entwined in influencing longevity. 
The level of acidity and taste (fruit) in 
a wine will determine its balance. Too 
little acidity and the wine may be lush 
but without any distinction. Too much 
and the end product may be acerbic 
and off-putting. As a wine matures, its 
acidity softens and its taste declines, 
so that the end result may be either 
a bland wine or a well-balanced, nu-
anced product with deep-rooted com-
plexity. Each winemaker seeks the ide-
al balance. At times this is immediately 
evident; other times it may be years 
before such balance is achieved.  

-  The level of alcohol remains con-
stant throughout the life of a wine. 
Early on, it may create a harsh and un-
balanced wine. As a wine matures, the 
alcohol will tend to mellow the overall 
character of the wine, making it more 
approachable and pleasant.  

Another, external, factor is the stor-
age condition utilized to age wines. 
A wine cellar is imperative to main-

tain consistency of temperature and 
humidity. Excessive heat (over 58 de-
grees) or significant spikes in tempera-
ture are wine’s enemies. Warm temper-
atures accelerate the oxidation of wine, 
shortening its aging potential. Here’s 
the rub: Enjoying wine at its absolute 
peak is a sublime experience. Opening 
and pouring a wine before or after that 
sometimes fleeting moment can be an 
absolute nightmare. 

Each consumer’s palate differs in its 
appreciation of the elements that con-
tribute to the ageability of a particu-
lar wine. However, the reality of wine 
consumption in the United States to-
day is that most consumers seek in-
stant gratification rather than prolong 
their anticipation. I encourage these 
erstwhile consumers to experiment, 
either at their wine shop or in their 
makeshift home cellars. New experi-
ences await.  

nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. he also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
nick’s credo: continuous experimenting 
results in instinctive behavior. You can 
reach him at nantonaccio@theexamin-
ernews.com or on twitter @sharingwine

Determining if a Wine has the Qualities to be Ageable

By Nick 
Antonaccio

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com

Publisher

Rick Pezzullo
rpezzullo@theexaminernews.com

Editor-in-Chief
To advertise in The Examiner,

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail

advertising@theexaminernews.com

  The 

Examiner
Northern Westchester

To inquire about paid subscriptions, email subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details.

PO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 • 914-864-0878 www.TheExaminerNews.com

Examiner
MED I A

also publishes 

  The 

Examiner
WHITE PLAINS

Examiner
PUTNAM

Member 
of

Family Affair
newly sworn-in eagle Scouts alexander and Joseph gerstle from troop 267, posing with parents 
robert and Doreen and Scoutmaster Jose Prosper, received a certificate of achievement from 
councilman Vishnu Patel. alex earned 48 merit badges and restored an observation dock railing and 
handicap ramp at an activity building at croton Point Park as part of his required community service 
project. Joseph, who earned 27 merit badges, built a 60-foot ramp to cover a muddy part of a trail 
at hanover hilltop Farm.



March 1 - March 7,  2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

By Rick Pezzullo
Eleven of 26 protestors who blocked ac-

cess to Spectra Energy’s staging area in Ver-
planck early Monday morning were charged 
with disorderly conduct.

It is the second time protestors have been 
charged in recent months opposing the con-
struction of the controversial gas pipeline. 
It also came a few hours before Governor 
Andrew Cuomo announced the state will 
be conducting an independent safety assess-
ment of the AIM pipeline and its proximity 
to the Indian Point nuclear power plants in 
Buchanan.

In addition, Cuomo is calling on the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission to sus-
pend any further approvals of the pipeline 
pending the results of the state’s analysis.

“We strongly support the governor’s de-
cision to conduct this independent assess-
ment given the ongoing public safety con-
cerns of siting this massive pipeline adjacent 
to Indian Point and the repeated incidents 
of fires and contaminated water leaks that 
are happening there,” said Courtney Wil-
liams, a spokesperson for ResistAIM.

Peekskill resident Tina Bongar was one 
of the 11 protestors arrested by State Police 
Monday.

“I’ve written to senators Schumer and 
Gillibrand many times. I’ve written to Hil-
lary Clinton. I have done everything,” she 
said. “I am also working at the local level, 
and that’s where I’m really concerned about 
the oversight. Spectra’s going to be blasting 
near our neighbor’s homes, and they’re not 
doing the proper environmental assessment 
that they would for any other project.”

Nancy Vann, president of Safe Energy 
Rights Group, said time is running out to 
try to stop Spectra in their tracks.

“The window of opportunity to stop the 
pipeline and a possible nuclear catastrophe 
is rapidly closing, just like the window to 
avoid the worst of climate change,” she said. 
“I never want to look back and wonder if I 
might have fought a little harder.”

 Photo by erik Mcgregor
State Police charged demonstrators with disorderly conduct Monday morning in Verplanck.

Pipeline Protestors Arrested Again for 
Blocking Spectra in Verplanck

By Neal Rentz
For the first time since 1994 the Som-

ers Comprehensive Plan has been up-
dated.

The town board voted unanimously to 
approve the revised document on Feb-
ruary 11 after the board closed the ad-
journed public hearing, during which no 
residents commented.

Frank Fish, a consultant hired by the 
town, worked with Town Planner Syrette 
Dym to update the document. They used 
much of the information compiled by the 
former Master Plan Committee, which 
volunteered its efforts from 2003 to 2008.

Supervisor Rick Morrissey thanked 
the previous committee for its efforts. He 
also thanked residents who recently pro-
vided comments on the document. “We 
had a lot of input,” he said. 

The Comprehensive Plan was formerly 
known as the Master Plan. A Compre-
hensive Plan is “a vision for the overall 
town” for a period of about the next dec-

Revised 
Comprehensive 
Plan Okayed in 
Town of Somers

continued on page 19
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A documentary film about Yorktown 
musician Justin Veatch, who died from 
an accidental drug overdose in 2008, is 
about to make an impression on audi-
ences across the United States.  The film 
Whispering Spirits, directed and edited 
by Yorktown native Sean Gallagher, is 
now being made available free of charge 
to anti-drug coalitions searching for new 
community programs in battling the na-
tional drug crisis with the help of media 
company Reconsider.

In cooperation with the non-profit 
Justin Veatch Fund, the film will be 
combined with a “toolkit” that includes 
a discussion guide authored by Student 
Assistance Services Corp of Tarrytown. 
“The toolkit will provide helpful ideas 
for how to maximize the film’s impact,” 
says SAS Corp’s executive director Ellen 
Morehouse. “The discussion guide will 
enable youth and adults to better under-
stand everyone’s role in preventing sub-
stance use disorders and drug overdose.”

Whispering Spirits was made available 
to members of the Community Anti-
Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) 
at its national leadership conference held 
in National Harbor, Maryland February 

1st through 4th. 
“More than 120 coalition members 

from 22 states signed up for the film,” 
said Jeffrey Veatch, Justin’s father who 
is featured in the film and who presents 
the multi-media talk A Message from 
Justin to students. “The comments we 
have gotten are quite positive” says Ve-
atch who also hopes the film’s distribu-
tion will result in his talk being delivered 
across the country. “I have just retired 
from nearly 40-years as a news writer for 

ABC News Radio,” says Veatch, “so the 
timing is perfect for me.”

The Alliance for Safe Kids (ASK) in 
Yorktown, which screened the film at last 
year’s Save A Life forum along with Ve-
atch’s talk, is among the more than 5,000 
CADCA coalition members across the 
U.S. 

“Whispering Spirits provided a unique 
opportunity to share a genuine portrayal 
of the tragic loss of a talented teen who 
had many friends and came from a lov-
ing and supportive family,” said Tricy 
Cushner, President & CEO of ASK.  “This 
film helps to remove the stigma of drug 
addiction by realizing who can fall prey 
to substances and who can help. This 
documentary impacted our community 
to get more involved through education 
and awareness as community responders 
who change the culture from ‘look the 
other way’ to a ‘count on me’ approach.”

“Whispering Spirits uniquely ap-
proaches a subject that is often kept quiet 
in many suburban communities,” said 
Suzie Ross, Co-Founder of the Ossining 
Documentary & Discussion series which 
screened the film and hosted a panel 
discussion last winter. “Unlike many 
documentaries about losing a loved one 

to heroin, Whispering Spirits’ perspec-
tive has the ability to more profoundly 
raise awareness to young and old alike of 
how easy someone can fall prey to this 
epidemic. Our screening attracted a full 
representation of our community from 
school administrators, students, parents, 
health professionals, musicians, artists, 
to recovering addicts.  It also allowed 
us to make the easy link to the array of 
health-related resources in our backyard 
that many were unaware of.”

The film took two and a half years to 
produce. “I wanted to provide an inti-
mate look at how one family struggles 
with their loss but more importantly, 
how they maintain the legacy of a loved 
one,” said Sean Gallagher, director of 
“Whispering Spirits.” “The empathy that 
comes along with understanding the ex-
perience of the Veatch family is some-
thing I believe can spark conversation in 
communities.”

Gallagher’s first feature-length docu-
mentary, Brothers of the Black List, 
about the longest litigated civil rights 
case in US history, was awarded ‘Best 
Documentary’ at the Catskill Mountains 
Film Festival and was also recognized at 
DOC NYC, Docu West, and Dallas In-
ternational Film Festival.

The coalitions that signed up to screen 
the film at the CADCA Conference are 
from states all across the U.S., including 
California, Washington, Oregon, Colo-
rado, Texas, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Florida, Pennsylva-
nia, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Maine.

Non-profit organizations that wish to 
use Whispering Spirits to anchor a com-
munity program can view and obtain the 
film with its discussion guide by visiting 
whispering-spirits.com.

For more information, contact The 
Justin Veatch Fund (914) 455-0892.

the Veatches with uS Sen. chuck Schumer on capitol hill

Local Film ‘Whispering Spirits’ on Yorktown 
Musician Justin Veatch Going National

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

NEW INVENTORY DAILY * COME IN & BROWSE & SAVE $$

WE SANDBLAST – PRIME – PAINT 

– AND POWDER COAT – 50' ROOM
M-F 7:30-4:30 SAT: 8-12

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT

800-560-3317 LOGANSTEEL.COM

LARGEST SELF-SERVICE BARGAIN 

BARN IN THE NORTHEAST

Catering to: Farmers  Welders  Artists  Contractors  ♦ ♦ ♦

 Sculpters  Handy Men  Students  Men & Women ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 Do-It-Yourselfers..... Since 1972♦

♦ Sq & Rec Tube
♦ Pipe-Angles
♦ Beams-Sheet
♦ Plate-Channel
♦ Grip Strut
♦ Exp. Metal

10 lbs – 1,000,000 lbs

Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,
 Aluminum, Galvanized

Flats * Rounds * Squares * Hexes * Cold Rolled 
* H.R.

LOGAN *CESCO STEEL COMPANY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT
800-560-3317          LOGANSTEEL.COM

WE SANDBLAST - PRIME - PAINT
AND POWDER COAT



March 1 - March 7,  2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 11

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 5, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any an-
niversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  
Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2017 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT - 1-2016.indd   1 1/7/2016   3:10:30 PM

By Neal Rentz
Cortlandt resident Kurt Pelaccio 

originally had no intention of becoming 
a chimney sweep.

“It wasn’t my master plan,” Pelaccio 
quipped during an interview last week. 

Though it was not his original plan, 
chimney sweeping turned out to be 
his career. Pelaccio began his career 31 
years ago working for his brother, Bob, 
and for the past 10 years has owned All 
American Chimney Sweep, which he 
runs out of his home.

After working during summer breaks 
for his brother’s company, Mad Hatter 
Chimney Sweep in Cortlandt, Pelaccio 
accepted an offer from his sibling to 
work full-time for his company after 
completing his college education. 

“I found working for him was good 
for me. I coached a lot so I was able to 
do my schedule around my coaching,” 
Pelaccio recalled. He currently coaches 
a local traveling girls’ volleyball team. 
When his and his wife Jackie’s three 
daughters, Kristina, Jessica and Lindsay, 
were younger he coached a variety of 
youth sports, including softball.

Pelaccio said he chose All American 
for the name of his business because 

“people want something they can 
recognize with the flag” and the name 
would appear early in phone books.  
He noted he decided to create his own 
business because he wanted to be his 
own boss. 

Over its first 10 years his business has 
built up a large regular clientele through 

word of mouth Pelaccio said. His clients 
come from several communities in 
Westchester and Putnam, he said.  “My 
customers like that it’s just me. They know 
me. If there’s any issues, any questions, I 
can answer them,” Pelaccio said. 

The only person, who works for 
him, Kelly Kertiliets of Cortlandt, is 
invaluable for his business in her role as 
secretary, Pelaccio said. “She’s the first 
line of defense. Everybody loves her,” 
Pelaccio said.

Pelaccio said he had “on the job 
training” as a chimney sweep. For 
about six months Pelaccio watched his 
brother work. He learned what to look 
out for in chimneys, including cracks 
and cresote, which Pelaccio described 
as wood residue buildup in chimneys 
that is “dangerous stuff that burns,” that 
can cause chimney fires. “Our main job 
really is to scrape that off, just keep the 
chimney safe,” Pelaccio explained.

Pelaccio said the standard is to have 
chimneys cleaned every two to three 
years.  

Aside from cleaning, All American 
Chimney Sweep installs chimney caps 
on roofs which “keep out leaves, animals 
and rain,” Pelaccio noted. 

Pelaccio said he works 12 months 
a year with the fall being his busiest 
season, with people preparing for 
winter use of chimneys. To spread his 
business throughout the year, Pelaccio 
offers discounts to regular customers 
to have their chimneys swept during 
the summer. About half of his regular 
customers have their work done over the 
summer, Pelaccio said. 

There is something special about 
having a fireplace, Pelaccio said. “It just 
gives you a good feeling, it’s almost like 
the same thing a fish tank does when you 
walk into a room,” he said. “It just relaxes 
you.”

Pelaccio offered tips to consumers to 
avoid being scammed. “What people 
should look out for are these low priced 
guys who call on the phone,” he said. 
“When they get to your house they go up 
on your chimney, they’ll break something 
off, bring it down and say your chimney 
has to be relined. So all of a sudden your 
$59 cleaning has become $1,500.”  

For more information about All 
American Chimney Sweep call 914 -739-
4326 or visit AllAmericanChimneySweep.
com. All American is also on Facebook 
and Angie’s List. 

All American Chimney Sweep
Cortlandt

Businesses

of the Week

Photo by neaL rentz
cortlandt resident kurt Pelaccio has owned all 
american chimney Sweep for the past decade.
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The Lakeland Education Foundation 
(LEF) will honor four distinguished 
members of the Lakeland Central School 
District community at its annual Casino 
Night, Silent Auction, and Dinner Dance 
to be held at the Villa Barone in Maho-
pac on Saturday, March 5.

This year’s honorees include Thomas 
& Vanessa DiLorenzo of Funflatables, 
Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School 
Principal Robert Bergmann, and Board 
of Education Trustee and former LEF 
Treasurer Michael Daly.

“We are proud to honor these commu-
nity members and staff who have contin-
ued to lend support each and every day 
for the LEF’s efforts,” said LEF President 
Diane Kness.

“We are overwhelmed that our busi-
ness, Funflatables, is being recognized 
by the Lakeland Education Foundation,” 
said Tommy and Vanessa Dilorenzo. 
“The grants the Foundation fulfills each 
year play a major part in enhancing the 
educational experience of the students 
in Lakeland. As proud parents of three 
Lakeland students as well as being teach-
ing staff in and out of the district, we 
know how important it is for children to 
have an education which is supported by 
innovative programs.”

“We are thankful that the Lakeland 
Education Foundation has allowed us 
to play a small part in this great en-
deavor and are humbled by the honor 
that has been bestowed upon us,” they 
added.

Bergmann said he is humbled to be 
recognized by the Lakeland Education 
Foundation and is honored to share this 
with Board of Education Trustee Mike 
Daly and the DiLorenzo family, who do-
nate so much of their time and energy to 

the district via their Funflatables busi-
ness.

“The Foundation does amazing things 
for the district and allows teachers to 
provide students with opportunities that 
will enrich the quality of their education 
tremendously, and Rob greatly appreci-
ates their efforts,” said Bergmann, who 
is also a member of Unfunded Mandate 
band which raises money for the foun-
dation through concerts throughout the 
area.

Bergmann’s favorite quote is by Herb 
Brooks, the coach of the 1980 United 
States of America Olympic Hockey team. 
Coach Brooks believed that “Great mo-
ments are born from great opportunity.” 
He believes “that every day is one such 
great opportunity. “As a community we 
are given a chance to create great mo-
ments for one another, as well as for our 

students,” he offered. 
“By creating and build-
ing an atmosphere of 
mutual trust and re-
spect, we can provide 
students with the best 
educational opportunity 
possible. They are what 
matters. We can and 
will be heroes to our 
students as we educate 
them in every area pos-
sible and prepare them 
to be cooperative, ac-
countable, tolerant and 
safe citizens for the 21st 
century.”

“The Lakeland Educa-
tion Foundation has so 
many hard working and 
enthusiastic volunteers 
that work all year long to 

raise funds for the Foundation. Because 
of these efforts, the Foundation has been 
able to provide over $700,000 in grants for 
projects that have benefited thousands of 
students in the district,” said Daly.

“Being able to contribute to the efforts 
of the District’s most dedicated educa-
tors has been tremendously rewarding. 
To be recognized with this year’s other 
very worthy honorees, Rob Bergmann, 
and the DiLorenzos is truly humbling. 
I encourage every District parent and 
friend of the District to get involved for 

the benefit of our students,” added Daly.
The Foundation’s goal is to better the 

amount $45,000 that was raised last year 
at this, the LEF’s largest fundraising 
event. Major sponsors this year include 
Entergy; Shaw, Perelson, May, Lambert, 
LLP; Yorktown Funeral Home; O’Connor 
Davies; B. Schoenberg; and Amedeo & 
Marano & Hufnagel CPA’s. The LEF has 
also joined forces with several commu-
nity partners: the Alliance for Safe Kids; 
the Mohegan Lake Fire Department; the 
Town of Yorktown; and the Yorktown 
Police Department.

The Lakeland Education Foundation 
seeks to provide opportunities for the 
students and staff of Lakeland to expand 
learning opportunities, to maximize the 
potential of each student, and to aug-
ment the excellent work that is already 
underway in the Lakeland Schools.

“The Lakeland Education Foundation 
has been working hard for the past 21 
years to enhance the educational expe-
rience for all Lakeland students,” said 
Kness.

The money raised will be used to help 
fund the Foundation’s grant program. 
Created in 1994, the Foundation has now 
awarded more than $750,000 in grants to 
help enhance the educational experience 
of students in the district.

For more information or to sign up to 
attend the event, go to LEF@Lakeland-
Schools.org

Lakeland Education Foundation To Honor Four at Dinner 

By Jerry Eimbinder
Hot Dippity Donuts has opened in 

Croton-on-Hudson — it shares store 
space with Bagels on Hudson in the Cro-
ton Commons Shopping Center.

Donut customers have two options — 
they can pick from 27 standard donut 
varieties listed on an order form or they 
can customize their donut order from 
five icings, fifteen glazes, ten toppings 
(up to two toppings per donut) and three 
sugar coatings. Either way, the donuts are 
provided fresh, hot, probably gooey, and 
packaged to go.

Service was swift when I visited last 
Saturday morning with customer names 
being called quickly at the pick-up coun-
ter in the rear of the shop. 

The standard donut list includes 
French Toast with maple icing and cin-

namon sugar; Pina Colada with pineap-
ple glaze and coconut; and Chocolate 
Cherry with cherry glaze and chocolate 
chips.

Toppings include graham cracker 
crumbs, Oreo cookie crumbs, crushed 
Nilla wafers, rainbow sprinkles, crispy 
granola, shredded coconut, sea salt, 
crumbled bacon, and rice crispies.     

The donuts cost $1.49 for one, $2.79 
for two, $7.99 for six, and $13.49 for a 
dozen.  Coffee, tea and cappuccino are 
priced at $1.54 (small), $1.82 (medium) 
and $2.06 (large). Tax is additional.

The shop’s hours are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday and 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  

Hot Dippity Donuts is located at 171 
South Riverside Avenue in Croton-on-
Hudson, 914-271-5412.  

Hot Dippity Donuts Opens 
in Croton-on-Hudson

Photo by biLL PriMaVera
yorktown chamber of commerce President eric Dibartolo (right) made a presentation to the 
yorktown town board last week about considering making a portion of commerce Street one-way.
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By David Propper
Jean Noel, Putnam County’s former 

Director of Consumer Affairs, has 
stepped down from her post in light of 
a guilty plea in which she admitted to 
stealing more than $4,000 from local 
contractors that her department had the 
power to fine and license.  

Noel, of Kent, pled guilty to petit lar-
ceny, a class A misdemeanor, in Carmel 
town court and agreed to terminate her 
employment with the county, pay restitu-
tion, and pay back part of her salary. She 
was sentenced to a one-year conditional 
discharge. According to a joint investiga-
tion by the New York State Comptrol-
ler’s Office and New York State Attorney 
General’s Office, Noel stole $4,575 in 
cash payments made by contractors that 
were paying county-issued fines. 

Noel has already repaid $4,300 and 
owes another $275, the comptroller’s of-
fice asserted. According to court docu-
ments, Noel spared herself going to trial 
for felony grand larceny by cutting a deal. 

An audit and investigation were started 
by state Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s 
office in 2014. Noel was eventually ar-
rested by New York State Police once the 
investigation concluded. 

“As our audit and investigation re-
vealed, Ms. Noel abused her position to 
steal fines paid to Putnam County,” said 
state Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli. 
“Whenever we uncover fraud, we will 
work with law enforcement across the 
state to hold people accountable and re-
coup the public’s money. I thank the New 
York State Police and Attorney General 
Schneiderman for following up on our 
findings.”

In the complaint detailed by the AG’s 
office, before Noel came aboard, three 
secretaries handled all payments to the 
Consumer Affairs office and eventually 
transferred that money to the Depart-
ment of Finance. After Noel took over in 
2012, she assumed sole responsibly for 
maintaining and transferring funds, the 
complaint read.  

Starting in 2012 and extending to 2014, 
there were numerous occasions listed by 
the AG’s office that indicated Noel would 
bring less than the necessary amount of 
money to the finance department. For 
instance, two contractors paid the de-
partment $500 each, but there was no 
record of the department receiving those 
funds, which were collected by Noel. 

“Public service should never be about 
private gain,” said Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman in a statement. “When 
public officials abuse their position for fi-
nancial gain, there will be consequences. 
Since 2011, my office has successfully 
prosecuted dozens of officials and their 
cronies from both political parties and 

we will continue to fight to clean up state 
and local government.”

While Noel pled guilty, she hasn’t ex-
pressed much regret. 

“I stand by my record of over 25 years 
of public service and the results achieved. 
I acquiesced to a plea after consulting 
counsel, solely to bring closure to a two 
year misdirected, malicious investiga-
tion fueled by disgruntled former em-
ployees” Noel said in statement. “In the 
end, I decided I would rather settle and 
pay $275 in restitution for missing funds 
and enjoy my life, family, and retirement 
than spend any more precious time and 
upwards of $75,000 battling state bu-
reaucrats who were pursuing victory, 

certainly not justice.”
Her attorney, Robert Leader of Carmel, 

argued the only crime Noel admitted to 
was taking $275. While the comptroller’s 
press release stated she already paid back 
$4,300, Leader refuted that and said that 
money was found in the office and Noel 
never personally paid it back.   

He said the brunt of the money in 
question was “misfiled and misplaced” in 
the office, claiming “much of the money 
was there, but not in the correct place.” 
He claims once the office staff searched 
for the missing funds, it was found. 

Leader said Noel took the plea to avoid 
the financial and emotional toll of a trial. 
Leader said he believes the prosecution 
was “politically motivated” and taking 
the plea was the fastest resolution. 

“All of the other money to make up 
that $4,300 had already been found in 
the office,” Leader said. “So that’s why the 
only money she had to put in was $275.”

But in that plea agreement, under 
oath, Noel admits, “I stole $4,575 from 
numerous local contractors and I further 
admit that I never provided those pay-
ments to the Putnam County Finance 
Department.” 

Noel worked for the state for many 
years, starting when former governor 
and Garrison resident George Pataki was 
in office. She was appointed to her coun-
ty position in 2012 by a 7-0 vote, with 
Legislators Dini LoBue and Roger Gross 
absent. Noel is also a fixture in the Town 
of Kent, previously serving as a town 
councilwoman for a term and previously 
serving on the planning board. She is 
also a member of the Kent Republican 
Committee. 

This is just the latest bombshell to hit 
Putnam County government. Visitor’s 
Bureau Director Libby Pataki is under 
investigation by the AG’s Office for creat-
ing a second nonprofit that mirrors tour-
ism and not having functional boards for 
either one. At least one county legislator 
has called for the former First Lady of the 
state to resign. 

13

Motorcyclist Killed in Crash 
on Taconic in Putnam Valley

kent resident Jean noel is out at the Department of  consumer affairs after she admitted to stealing 
money from the office. 

Putnam Consumer Affairs Chief Resigns as Part of Guilty Plea

By Rick Pezzullo
A 22-year-old motorcyclist was killed 

in a crash Sunday evening on the Tacon-
ic State Parkway between Bryant Pond 
Road and Peekskill Hollow Road in 
Putnam Valley.

According to an investigation by State 
Police in Stormville, a group of approxi-
mately six motorcycles was traveling 
north on the parkway at a high rate of 
speed just before 6 p.m. when the lead 
motorcyclist, Arturo Valenti, of Queens, 

failed to negotiate a turn, lost control and 
struck the center guide rail. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Police said several northbound vehi-
cles reduced their speed after witnessing 
the crash, causing a second motorcyclist, 
Steven Garciaarcila, 23, of Maspeth, NY, 
to strike the rear of a car and be ejected 
from his motorcycle. He was transported 
to New York Presbyterian/Hudson Val-
ley Hospital with non-life threatening 
injuries.
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Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After 
Camp Care Available

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

By Richard Finn 
Players from the Saw Mill Club elite jun-

ior tennis development program the Edge 
walked away with most of the champion-
ship hardware at a USTA boys’ tournament 
at the Armonk Sports Center last month. 

Singles play was contested in three age 
divisions – 12 and under, 14 and under and 
16 and under – and Edge players competed 
in all three final matches. 

“These results reflect the hard work 
our Edge team put in each and every 
day,” said Bob Bull, director of tennis at 
the Saw Mill Club in Mount Kisco. “Zuka 
(Mukhuradze) and the Saw Mill Club pro 
staff run difficult practices that all the kids 
buy into because they see the improvement 
on an almost daily basis. Now they are 
seeing the results against other top junior 
players from across the region.”

The 16-and-under championship match 
was an all-Edge showdown, with Jack Fife 
besting Josh Spiro in two sets.

“Jack is the more seasoned competi-
tor and he took control of the match right 
away, but this is a great result for Josh who 
is just starting to play tournaments,” said 
Mukhuradze, the program’s founder and 
assistant director of tennis.

The 14-and-under title went to Jacob 
Miller of the Edge program. His teammate, 
Mike Hart, was a semifinalist. 

“He kept his cool,” Mukhuradze said of 
Miller. “He stayed in it and fought off a 

much more experienced opponent.” 
The 12-and-under final match was an-

other all-Edge contest that went to Noah 
Payes, who defeated Blake Quierroz. This 
was a battle of contrasting styles as Payes 
stayed anchored to the baseline and played 
consistent tennis while Quierroz was the 
aggressor. 

“Noah was like a wall out there,” said 
Mukhuradze. “Noah got everything back, 
high and deep, and there were a lot of high-
ly contested points.”

In a USTA Girls 14-and-under tourna-
ment in New Rochelle, Edge player Vanes-
sa Ciano took home the title.  

“All of these athletes have worked ex-
tremely hard to get to this point and our 
Edge coaches have done a tremendous job 
bringing the players along,” Mukhuradze 
said. “These kids believed in their training, 
trusted their coaches and preparation and I 
have no doubt such results will boost their 
confidence, which should serve them well 

in the near future.”
The Edge coaching staff is a winning 

combination of some of the area’s best 
young pros and seasoned veterans with 
years of teaching and match experience. 
Mukhuradze saluted the staff’s efforts.

“All the results are the culmination of 
a huge team effort and we are extremely 
proud of our players, parents and coaches,” 
he said. “We look forward to carrying on 
the same way.” 

The championship level of play was 
matched by the graciousness and re-
spect that the players showed each oth-
er throughout the competition, which 
pleased Bull as much as the results.  

“Even more important is the camara-
derie the Edge kids develop while train-
ing and competing together,” Bull said. 
“I’m particularly proud of the high level of 
sportsmanship all of our kids demonstrate 
day in and day out in practices and now in 
the heat of battle.”

Edge Players Capture Championship Hardware at Local Tourneys 

By Dan Malone
In the Northeast, we often associate 

aquatics with the opening of summer pools. 
Students are on break for several months 
and the local swimming pools are open 

from morning until early evening. Children 
and parents anxiously await the opportunity 
to enjoy the water and bask in the sun. 

This spring, make sure your child is wa-
ter ready. Successful swimming programs 

teach children how to be safe in, on and 
around water. Children learn how to bob 
and swim to safety, float on their backs 
and change directions while swimming. 
Students are instructed on how to proper-
ly size and wear a life jacket. Most impor-
tantly, children ascertain how to identify 
water hazards, identify lifeguards, read 
water depth markers and make educated 
decisions when around water. 

Parents also should be vigilant when their 
children are around water. 

The best swim programs in Westch-
ester County promote and teach water 
safety while allowing children to have 
fun. Water safety instructors need to be 
highly qualified. Signs of a quality pro-
gram include several lifeguards on deck, 
water safety instructors who are in the 
water, adequate teaching equipment and 
a clean, structured environment. 

Club Fit, with locations in Briarcliff 
Manor and Jefferson Valley, offers one 
of the most comprehensive aquatic pro-

grams in the area. Swim lessons are of-
fered for children starting at six months 
old and adults. School-age children de-
velop their swimming skills in the Learn 
to Swim Program, which spans six levels. 
Adults have opportunities to enroll in 
beginner, intermediate and fitness swim-
mer classes. The water in the recreational 
pool is a comfortable 86 degrees.

Club Fit also offers lifeguard training, 
CPR/AED training and the Water Safety 
Instructor Course for teenagers and adults 
who are interested in working in aquatic 
environments. Former collegiate swim-
mers, EMTs and state certified teachers 
and school administrators provide the in-
struction on how to teach water safety and 
save lives. 

When examining programs this spring, 
seek out professionals who are caring and 
passionate about aquatic safety. 

Dan Malone is a water safety and lifeguard 
instructor and trains water safety instructors 
at club Fit.

Swim Lessons, Life Guarding and Water Safety Instructor Course

You are cordially invited to join us for a visit and 
a personalized tour of our facility  

located in the historical  
Yorktown Cultural Community Center!

• Come and meet our experienced  
and dedicated teaching staff

• Learn about our successful academic program
•Crafts • Refreshments • Live Music

OPEN HOUSE
March 7 - March 11
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

33 Years of Excellence

www.brightbeginpreschool.com     
Lic-NYS OCFS - Registered NYS Dept. of Ed.

1974 Commerce Street
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 962-2929

richarD Finn Photo
edge player Jacob Miller was the winner of  the 
boys’ 14s competition.
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ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Spring Savings!

As winter draws to a close, we are re-
minded that tax time is just around the 
corner. Those of us who own our own 
homes are fortunate enough to have 
many tax deductions and advantageous 
strategies available to us. 

I have some solid advice be-
low, but be prudent and check 
these out with your tax profes-
sional first.

The mortgage interest de-
duction is the first obvious de-
duction that comes to mind for 
many of us. In order to qualify, 
your mortgage must be secured 
by your home – and you may be 
surprised to hear what counts 
as a “home.” In short, if you can 
sleep in it and cook in it, and if 
it has a working toilet, that living 
space is a home. That includes 
boats and trailers, so don’t miss out if 
your home is one of those alternate op-
tions.

Interest paid on a mortgage of up to 
$1 million (or $500,000 each for married 
people filing separately) can be deducted 
when used for the purchase, construc-
tion or improvement of the house. 

Second mortgages (also home equity 
loans or home equity lines of credit) 
count toward the $1 million limit if used 
to improve your original home or to buy 

or build a second one. If you use the 
home-secured loan for any other pur-
pose, you can still deduct the interest 
on loans up to $100,000 (or $50,000 for 
married filing separately). Use Schedule 
A to make this deduction.

Prepaid interest (or points) 
paid when you took out your 
mortgage is usually 100 percent 
deductible in the year you paid 
it. If you refinance and use that 
money for home improvements, 
any points you pay are deduct-
ible in the same year. But if you 
refinance for other reasons, such 
as to get a better rate or use the 
money for something other than 
home improvements, you’ll 
need to deduct the points over 
the life of your mortgage. This 
deduction can also be made on 

Schedule A, and Form 1098 (sent from 
your lender) should list the points you 
have paid.

Don’t forget your property tax deduc-
tion, also on Schedule A. If your mort-
gage has an escrow account, the amount 
you paid will show up on your annual 
escrow statement. Property taxes paid 
when you closed on your house will also 
appear on your HUD-1 settlement state-
ment.

Private mortgage insurance (PMI) 

premiums are deductible as mortgage in-
terest on Schedule A if you itemize your 
return, but only if your loan was taken 
out in 2007 or later and if your income is 
less than $100,000 (or $50,000 for mar-
ried filing separately). If your adjusted 
gross income is above those amounts, 
your deduction is reduced incrementally 
until your income reaches $110,000, af-
ter which you are no longer eligible for 
the deduction.

There is also mortgage insurance avail-
able from the Federal Housing Admin-
istration, Veterans Administration and 
the Rural Housing Service. You can usu-
ally deduct the cost of this coverage, but 
I urge you to use a tax adviser or well-
rated tax software instead of figuring out 
these complicated rules on your own.

Capital improvements – work done to 
increase the value of your home – can 
also have tax benefits. If you plan to live 
in your home for many years and make 
multiple improvements, the odds of you 
turning a profit when you sell your house 
are greater. More profit is good news for 
the seller, but then taxes must be paid on 
any profit past the first $250,000 for sin-
gle filers or $500,000 for joint filers.

If the money you expect to make from 
the sale of your home exceeds these 
amounts, you can benefit from deduct-
ing the cost of your capital improve-

ments. The more of these costs you add, 
the smaller your profit is in the end and 
the less you pay in taxes.

The trick is in knowing what improve-
ments are eligible. Basic repairs are not, 
unless your home was damaged by fire or 
natural disaster. 

Eligible improvements have to last 
for more than one year and add value to 
your home, prolong its life or be adapted 
for new uses. They also have to remain 
in place when the house is sold, so if you 
build a new deck but tear it down 15 
years later, the cost of building the deck 
cannot be deducted. IRS Publication 523 
has a list of eligible improvements on 
page 9.

Well, my head is spinning, but there 
are some things about home ownership 
that have always been more challenging 
to me than others.

 
Bill Primavera is a realtor® associ-

ated with William raveis real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public relations, 
inc. (www.PrimaveraPr.com). his real 
estate site is www.PrimaverarealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.ThehomeGuru.
com. to engage the services of The home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

That Time of Year to Think About Tax Tips for the Homeowner 

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles 
at the top of the homepage 
to play today's crossword!
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By Colette Connolly
Winter might not be over but at Mount 

Kisco’s Saw Mill Club, organizers are 
preparing for what they hope will be an 
exciting summer camp program for area 
children. 

Camp Saw Mill gives children the 
opportunity to make new friends, learn 
a different skill and have some healthy 
summer fun, said Nicole Weiss, the 
club’s Children’s Center director. She 
said the emphasis at Camp Saw Mill is 
to develop the youngsters’ self-esteem 
and confidence through a variety of age-
appropriate activities.

While some families who enroll their 
children in the summer camp program 
already belong to the Saw Mill Club and 
are familiar with the building and what 
the program has to offer, Weiss said the 
camp, which is open to all children two 
to 10 years old, is a very welcoming place 
for new families.

The camp has attracted children of 
families from the nearby communities of 
Armonk, Bedford, Chappaqua, Katonah, 
Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Pound 
Ridge, Somers and Yorktown as well as 
those from beyond the immediate area. 

Weiss and her staff are currently 

providing tours of the facility. The 
tours highlight the camp’s renowned 
tennis program, which is taught by 
nationally ranked tennis professionals, 
and its swimming program with highly 
favorable children-to- instructor ratios 
for each class. 

“We encourage families to bring their 
children in before the camp season 
begins to take a tour of the facility with 
our membership department,” Weiss 
said of the family-like atmosphere that 
has been cultivated at Camp Saw Mill 
over its 24-year history.

What makes Camp Saw Mill different 
from many other camp programs is the 
detailed planning that goes into each 
activity, Weiss said. The goal is to offer 
activities for children that are not only 
geared toward their interests but also 
their developmental needs.

“We support our trained counselors 
as they interact with children and their 
families, said Co-Director Adrienne 
Adorno. 

Meetings are held daily before camp 
begins to ensure that all staff is prepared 
for each day, Adorno noted. Providing 
the pacing and scheduling of a day is 
just one aspect of the Camp Saw Mill 

experience. Weiss said there are myriad 
themed activities throughout the 
summer, including those focusing on 

super heroes, patriotism, wellness and 
a PJs Day, that not only keep children 
occupied but looking forward to enjoying 
each day. 

The camp also runs a literacy and arts 
and crafts program that ties into the 
various themes of the week. 

“Our literacy piece is there so children 
don’t skip a beat from the time they leave 
school in June to the time they go back in 
September,” Weiss said. 

A chess camp for six- to 10-year-
olds is available as is a Summer Tot 
Time program for active two-year-olds, 
offering indoor and outdoor play each 
day. Some of the indoor activities include 
circle time, music, art projects and story 
time. 

Camp Saw Mill is a flexible summer 
camp program, offering a variety of 
scheduling options to suit the needs of 
busy families. Half- and full-day options 
are available as is a two-hour Swim and 
Gym program each afternoon that is led 
by certified instructors.

The camp opens June 13 to 
accommodate pre-school children and 
students from private or independent 
schools whose school year ends earlier 
than local public schools. It begins June 
27 for all other children. 

All families are required to register 
their children for a minimum of two 
weeks from two to five days a week. 
Parents may also extend their children’s 
time as the summer continues. A variety 
of flexible pricing and scheduling 
options are available, with Saw Mill Club 
members having access to discounted 
pricing. 

Interested parents may contact the 
membership department at the Saw Mill 
Club at 914-241-0797 ext. 3038 for more 
information. 

Camp Saw Mill Gears Up to Give Children Tons of  Summer Fun

Good Sports
the Section one girls basketball coaches association selected the yorktown high School girls varsity basketball team as this year’s recipient of the third 
annual bill glassman Memorial Sportsmanship award. the team. led by head coach kevin clark and assistants bob clark and Melissa golio, was honored 
Sunday at the Westchester county center in White Plains.

camp Saw Mill serves children from two to 10 years old.
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By Dr. Marisa Mahler
imagine an actor as familiar to 

audiences as Denzel Washington and 
Morgan Freeman are today - who is then 
virtually deleted from public memory. 
Such is the story of canada lee. 

new York native canada lee, once 
called “the greatest negro actor of his 
day” by The new York times, has been 
virtually erased from history. A passionate 
civil rights activist, lee was branded a 
communist and blacklisted during the 
cold War. he died penniless in 1952 at the 
age of 45, and his death is one of a handful 
directly attributed to the blacklist.

As performed by a brilliant ensemble of 
actors from Esperance Theater company, 
The canada lee Project explores lee’s 
meteoric rise to fame and his fall from 
grace. The characters include some of the 
famous people in lee’s life: orson Welles, 
langston hughes, tallulah Bankhead 
and Ed Sullivan. The canada lee Project 
is based on Mona Z. Smith’s original 
play about lee, as well as her critically 
acclaimed biography of the actor and 
activist, Becoming Something: the Story 
of canada lee (Faber & Faber), now in 
development for television.

Smith explained her fascination 
with lee: “his story deserves to be told, 
because canada epitomizes the American 
Dream…and what’s incredible to me is 
that while he fought so hard to succeed 
in his work, he would not shut up about 
what was happening to his people. he was 
a tremendous patriot, but his career - and 
his life – got taken away because of his 
principles.”

Esperance Theater company will bring 
canada lee to life in a staged reading 
directed by ryan Quinn. Quinn was 
recently seen off-Broadway in Whorl 
inside a loop and in hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival’s Suspense.  Quinn 
will also play the role of canada lee, 
joined by Katie hartke, charlie Murphy 
and other Esperance company members.

Support for this reading comes from 
ArtsWestchester, Arts Alive Project Grants. 

Arts Alive Project grants are made possible 
with funds from the Decentralization  
Program , a regrant program of the new 
York State council on the Arts with the 
support of  Governor Andrew cuomo and 
the nYS legislature , and administered by 
ArtsWestchester.

 
Adults $16 and students and seniors 

$10 tickets include a wine and cheese 
reception at 6:30 p.m. and Q & A with 
the acting company and playwright post-
performance. For information and tickets 
visit: paramounthudsonvalley.com or call 
914-739-0039 ext. 2.

Paramount Hudson Valley Arts to Present The Canada Lee Project 

new york native canada Lee
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Tuesday, March 1
Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak, from 
10 a.m.to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are neces-
sary for the free service. Meet with a 
trained counselor for information about 
Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings 
Plans, Extra Help and EPIC .You can 
also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center helpline with your questions at 
914-231-3260 and a counselor will re-
turn your call within two business days. 
For a listing of all eight SBIC centers in 
Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Yoga Program: Support Connec-
tion, which provides free programs and 
services for people affected by breast 
and ovarian cancer, announces a free 
program: “Yoga-A Path toward Well-
ness.” It is offered on Feb. 2, 9, 16 and 30 
from noon to 1:30 p.m., at Club Fit, 600 
Bank Rd., Jefferson Valley. The program 
is open to women with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancer. To learn more 
or to pre-register, which is required, call 
Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290.

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. 
Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Hap-
py Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10 day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 

metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Relay For Life:  The American Can-
cer Society invites residents, commu-
nity members, schools, and businesses 
of Hendrick Hudson to attend the Relay 
For Life of Hendrick Hudson Kick-off 
Party at 7 p.m. at Hendrick Hudson High 
School 2166 Albany Post Rd. The party is 
open to all who are willing to learn more 
about the Relay for Life and to see how 
they can help. Info: 914.397.8843.

Wednesday, March 2
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – 
Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call Ter-
ri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 for more 
information. Classes are conducted at 4 
Nelson Ave., downstairs from the library.

POUND Program The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. The program is being provided 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for more 
information at 914 960-4097. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Torah Studies: Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd. is proud to an-
nounce season two (15 classes) of the To-
rah Studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually and 
emotionally. They explore contemporary 
issues through a Torah perspective as 
well as tackling timeless questions in the 
Jewish tradition. The classes are open to 
all, whatever your level of learning may 
be. The full season fee of $36 includes 
the textbook. Each class is independent. 
For more information, to view the topics 
of the classes, or to register visit: www.
ChabadYorktown.com, or call 914-962-

1111.

Thursday, March 3
Taste Of Talmud:  Every Thurs-

day morning from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Wendy Segal conducts 
a class: titled “A Taste of Talmud” She 
discusses “How Jewish Thinking by our 
Sages Informs Our Lives Today.”  Come 
join our lively weekly class (in its sixth 
year!) which discusses contemporary 
ethical issues in light of the wisdom of 
the Talmud and our sages. No prior Jew-
ish knowledge or Hebrew reading is nec-
essary.  Everyone is welcome. Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Cinderella: The Kennedy Catho-
lic Players will present “Cinderella” on 
March 3, 4 and 5 at 7 p.m. and on March 
6 at 3 p.m. at the high school, located at 
54 Route 138 in Somers. Advance tick-
ets are $15 or $20 at the door. Tickets for 
the Sunday brunch, slated at 1:15 p.m. 
are $15 To purchase tickets visit www.
KennedyCatholic.org/Spring-Musical/ 
For more information: call: 914-232-
5061 Ext. 226 or send an e-mail: to play-
ers@kennedycatholic.org.

Support Connection Discussion:  
Support Connection, Inc. announces 
a national toll-free discussion: “Con-
necting Through Love and Loss.” It will 
take place from 8 to 9:30 p.m. It is open 
to adult children (18 years and older) 
nationwide who have lost their moth-
ers to breast, ovarian and gynecological 
cancers. To learn more or to pre-register, 
which is required, call Support Connec-
tion at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Friday, March 4
Art Exhibit:  The Northern Westches-

ter Watercolor Society is holding a new 
art exhibit at the Mount Pleasant Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville, today 
through March 31. A reception for the 
artists is scheduled for March 12 from 4 
to 6 p.m. Info: 914-769-0548.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date pro-
gram is being held every Friday from 11 
a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jew-
ish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The pro-
gram is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 

parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direc-
tion of an experienced early childhood 
teacher .Pre-registration is suggested. 
Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-
mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Teen Programs for January 2016 – at 
the Somers library Teen Creative Writ-
er’s Workshop:  Spring 2016 / See dates 
below - from 3:30 to 5 pm. Work on de-
veloping your creative writing in a fun 
& encouraging environment!  Join the 
Teen Writers Workshop on Thursdays 
on the following dates:  1/14, 1/28, 2/11, 
2/25, 3/10, 3/24, 4/14, 4/28 & 5/12 This 
program is for students in 8th grade and 
up. Registration is required. Sign-up on 
our website at  www.somerslibrary.org  
or call 914-232-5717 to register.  Partial 
funding for this workshop  was received 
from the Friends of the Somers Library.
Meeting Dates:  1/22, 2/5, 3/4, 4/1, 4/15, 
& 4/29. This six session workshop will 
teach the budding fashion designer to 
design concept/ inspiration boards, 
design garments and “looks” inspired 
from the boards and design wearable 
garments from oversized t-shirts by cut-
ting, hand sewing, and embellishing, the 
shirts.This class is for teens in grades 6 & 
up!  There is a minimal supply list for this 
class. Funding provided by The Friends 
of the Somers Library.  Registration is re-
quired.  Please call or email the library at 
somers@wlsmail.org ~ 914-232-5717

Jewish Center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Friday night Sabbath services in the win-
ter will begin at 6:15 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 9:15 
a.m. On most Saturdays, after the serv-
ices Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning 
session based on the Torah portion of the 
week. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friend-
ship within our congregation. Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Temple Beth Am Services: Every Fri-
day evening at 8 p.m. Temple Beth Am, 
203 Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its 
doors to all who enter” for Shabbat. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritual 
and engaging feel while following tra-
ditional modes. For information, please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at rabbiw@optonline.net .

Saturday, March 5
Project Feeder Watch: Learn how to 

identify and count birds with the experts 
from Saw Mill River Audubon from 9 to 
11 am. at Croton Pont Park on Croton 
Point Avenue in Croton. Beginners are 
welcome. Info: 914-862-5297. 
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Torah Study: All are invited to study 
Torah with our engaging Rabbi Rob-
bie Weiner at Temple Beth Am, 203 
Church Pl. Yorktown. Bagels and coffee 
are provided for all wishing to explore 
this week’s Torah reading. No previous 
knowledge is required and all back-
grounds are welcome. For information, 
please call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or 
e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.net

Overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-
ins, dues or fees. The group meets on Sat-
urdays from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth 
floor conference at the Graymoor Spir-
itual Life Center, 1350 Route 9, Garrison. 
Info: call/text Lisa at 917-716-

Shabbat Morning Services: Chabad of 
Yorktown, 2926 Old Yorktown Rd., holds 
services on Saturday mornings. They are 
easy-to-follow services with Hebrew/
English prayer books, a friendly envi-
ronment and no affiliation is necessary. 
Kiddush luncheon follows the services. 
Services begin at 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation visit www.ChabadYorktown.com  
or call 914-962-1111.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Ossi-
ning Down to Earth Farmers Market is 
being held outdoors every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Spring 
and Main Streets. Customers old and 
new will find delicious produce, pasture-

raised meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, 
baked goods, and much more. For a full 
list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Yoga Program: Support Connection 
announces a free weekly program Yoga: 
A Path Toward Wellness will be held 
every Saturday in march from noon to 
1:30 p.m. at Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. 
The program is open to people living 
with breast, ovarian and gynecological 
cancers. To learn more or to pre-register, 
which is required, call Support Connec-
tion at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Magic The Gathering: Magic the 
Gathering Club for middle and high 
school students meets every Saturday 
through June 11 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Somers Library. Beginners and new 
members are welcome. Info: 914-232-
5717.

PS4 Gaming Tournament:  A PS4 
Gaming Tournament (using Blazblue) 
will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Som-
ers Library. Blazblue is a PS4 game that 
uses street fighter characters in quick 
battles for a fast pace matches. Join us to 
battle each other and to have fun watch-
ing episodes on funimation. Registration 
is required.  Please call the library at 914-
232-5717 or go onto our events calendar 
at www.somerslibrary.org.Snacks and 
small prizes will be provided to all par-
ticipants. 

Sunday, March 6
Katonah Museum Exhibit: The Nest, 

an exhibition of art in nature, will be held 
through June 19 at the Katonah Museum 
of Art, 134 Jay St. The exhibit is examin-
ing the beauty and symbolism of the nest 
in art and culture. It includes real bird’s 
nests from the Yale Peabody Museum of 
Natural History collection alongside 25 
works by 18 contemporary artists, as well 
as a selection of Pre-Columbian feath-
ered textiles. The exhibit can be viewed 
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sundays from 
noon to 5 p.m. The museum is closed 
on Mondays. Regular admission is $10; 
$5 for seniors and students and free for 
museum members and children under 
12. The exhibition Web site is http://
www.katonahmuseum.org/exhibitions/
TheNest/ Info: 914-232-9555 or katon-
ahmuseum.org.

Maple Sugarin’: Maple Sugarin’ will 
be held for this last time this season from 
1 to 3 p.m. at Muscoot Farm, located on 
Route 100 in Somers. Stop in at the sugar 
house and see how sap is turned into ma-
ple syrup. Info: 914-864-7282 or parks.
westchestergov.com.

Bird Attracting: “Attracting Birds to 
Your Yard” will be held from 2 to 3 p.m. 
at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans 
Memorial, Route 35, Somers. Learn how 
to provide the proper food, shelter and 
nesting places to attract birds to your 

back yard. Pre-registration required at 
914- 864-7264.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com.

Monday, March 7
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Swim Lessons: Society Hill 2 Recrea-
tion Center. 2 Campus Drive, Peekskill, 
is conducting a new session of swim les-
sons led by an American Red Cross In-
structor in heated pool. Eight week ses-
sions include one free swim per week. 
Call Terri at 914-737-4909 for more in-
formation. 

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.
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ade, Fish said at a previous town board 
meeting.

The revised Comprehensive Plan can 
be read on the town’s Web site (somer-
sny.com). 

Traffic concerns
At last week’s meeting the town board 

referred the concepts of potentially cre-
ating a roundabout at the intersection 
of Routes 100 and 35 and the possibil-
ity of reducing the speed limit on Route 
100 from Route 202 to Plumbrook Road 
from the current 50 miles per hour to 35 
miles per hour to the town’s fire, police 
and highway departments and the Som-
ers School District for their comments. 
Both moves would increase traffic flow 
and reduce accidents, Morrissey said. 

A roundabout would have to be ap-
proved by the state Department of Trans-
portation, Morrissey said. 

Teamsters contract okayed
Also at last week’s meeting the board 

voted unanimously to approve a new 
contract with the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters Local 456, which rep-
resents 14 employees who work in the 
Highway Department.

The contract was negotiated on behalf 
of the town by Morrissey and Council-
man Richard Clinchy. 

The workers will receive salary in-
crease of 1.75 percent in 2016, 2017, and 
2018 and pay hikes of 2 percent in 2019 
and 2020. 

“It was a very good negotiation,” 
Clinchy said.

Revised Comprehensive Plan 
Okayed in Town of Somers
continued from page 9

SmALL NEWS iS BiG NEWS - 914-864-0878
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ACROSS
1 Mark for life
5 Malfunction
10 Pioneer of TV comedy
11 Caregiver
12 In between
13 Woodland
14 Comedy Central show “___ 
911”
15 Milk dispenser
16 Yorktown senior residence, 
The ____
House
18 Lt.’s inferior
19 Atom with an electric 
charge
20 Russell Crowe’s middle 
name
23 Mahopac cafe- The ____ 
House
25 Irritate
28 Agitation
29 Essay subject
30 Unfrequented
31 Kitchen wrap
32 Cupid’s back up
33 Scenery

34 Put to the proof

DOWN
1 Infrequent
2 Lure
3 Berry
4 Radioactive element
5 Pain reliever
6 It gets in the whey
7 Peach or beech
8 What Gorbachev 
reorganized
9 Lassie, e.g.
13 Public uproars
17 Lunches
20 Disregard
21 They’re thick-skinned
22 Swear
24 Land in the sea
25 Scorch
26 Deli order
27 Chop-chop
29 Cooking meas.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30

31 32

33 34

Across

1 Mark for life

5 Malfunction

10 Pioneer of TV comedy

11 Caregiver

12 In between

13 Woodland

14 Comedy Central show "___ 911"

15 Milk dispenser

16 Yorktown senior residence, The ____ 
House

18 Lt.'s inferior

19 Atom with an electric charge

20 Russell Crowe's middle name

23 Mahopac cafe- The ____ House

25 Irritate

28 Agitation

29 Essay subject

30 Unfrequented

31 Kitchen wrap

32 Cupid's back up

33 Scenery

34 Put to the proof

Down

1 Infrequent

2 Lure

3 Berry

4 Radioactive element

5 Pain reliever

6 It gets in the whey

7 Peach or beech

8 What Gorbachev reorganized

9 Lassie, e.g.

13 Public uproars

17 Lunches

20 Disregard

21 They're thick-skinned

22 Swear

24 Land in the sea

25 Scorch

26 Deli order

27 Chop-chop

29 Cooking meas.

Crossword

 Solution on page  21

20       
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 030116

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

ADOPTION
ADOPT: An experienced mom, dad, and 
hopeful big brother are ready to welcome 
a new baby. Expenses paid. Please call 
Alana & Michael:1-855-840-3066. Ala-
naAndMichaelAdopt.net.

AUCTIONS
EARLY GUN - MILITARY AUCTION, 
SATURDAY, MAR. 12th, 9:30AM, 300+ 
GUNS, Shotguns, Rifles, Handguns WIN-
CHESTERS  WW1/2 At Hessney Auc-
tion Center, 2741 Rt. 14 N., Geneva, NY, 
585.734-6082, www.hessney.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
NATIONAL TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOLS NTTS.EDU Buffalo/Liver-
pool NY Full/Part Time P.T.D.I. Certi-
fied Courses Student Loans, Pell Grants, 
Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits, Housing, Local 
and National Employment Asssistance if 
Qualified 800-243-9300

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
DAY CARE CENTER IN SOMERS.  
FULL TIME and PART TIME posi-
tions available immediately, 5 Days a 
week. Please email resume to Raquel@
learninggardendaycare.com or fax to 
914-243-0877.

My Gym children’s Fitness Center in Yor-
ktown heights is hiring part time instruc-
tors with experience in gymnastics, dance, 
karate, or theatre. If you love kids, fitness, 
and fun, apply today! Email yorktown@
mygym.com or call (914) 302-7705

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

Elementary School Principal (Pre-K ñ 4) 
Potsdam Central School District An ap-
plication and more details regarding this 
position may be found at: https://sites.
google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/
employment Applicant screening will be-
gin March 15, 2106. Anticipated start date 
of July 1, 2016.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here ñGet 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
ABANDONED CATSKILL MOUN-
TAIN FARM! Farmhouses, barns, 
streams, views! 5 to 40 acres! Under
$100K! 2 1/2 hrs NY City! Financing avail! 
888-905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

LEGALS 
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solutions 
LLC filed with the Department of State 
on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC, 74 Hillside 
Park, Brewster, NY 10509. General Pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 

office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
100+ HOMES-LAND-COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUC-
TION 3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Any-
where: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683The Arc of Delaware County seeks dynamic professionals and leaders 

who seek a rewarding career helping people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities lead personally fulfilling lives. 
Join our nationally recognized organization where employee 
satisfaction, respect, and caring are experienced every day.

Seeking Dynamic Professionals

To learn more about these positions or to apply, visit: 
www.delarc.org

• Chief Services Officer
• Speech Pathologist
• Supervisor/Life Coach 10
• Assistant Director of Residential Services
• House Manager
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

Putnam Humane Society 

Tezla is sweet,  
happy & playful. 
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With four freshmen on the roster and three in the starting lineup, the three-time reigning NYS champion Ossining Pride rolled to an unprecedented sixth consecutive Section 1 Class AA girls’ basketball 
championship last Sunday at the Westchester County Center where the top-seeded Pride thumped No.2 North Rockland, 76-60, behind and MVP performance from freshman Aubrey Griffin (44) and  Kailah Harris. 
The duo combined for 51 points and 21 rebounds, allowing for teammates to celebrate, including seniors Gabriella Ferrao, Shadeen Samuels and Alexis Bernardo (inset), plus Jaida Strippoli, Kelsey Quain, Zaira 
Turner, Adriana McFadden,  Angela Torricella (22), Alyssa Aurora, Sam Cozzolino, Cassidy Martinez and Helen Ishmael... see Girls Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Fresh’ as it Gets!

Ossining Wins 6th-Straight Section 1 Title
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Haldane Outslugs Hamilton, Reaches Class C Title Tilt

Three Haldane players scored in double figures, including (pictured) G Missy Lisikatos (12), who scored a game-high 16 points, to lead the way for the defending Section 1 Class C champion Blue Devils, who 
defeated second-seeded Hamilton, 48-32 in Friday’s Class C semifinals. Hannah Monteleone (3) and Allison Chiera (also pictured) added 12 and 10 points, respectively, for the No.3 Blue Devils, who were set to 
face top-seeded Keio in last night’s sectional championship.
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Put Valley’s Cat Mazza is met with resistance by Woodlands standout 
freshman Teisha Hyman, who filled the stat sheet and led the Falcons 
to last night’s finals.

Putnam Valley senior Alyssa Stockinger and the Tigers found the 
Woodlands defense to be very to solve in their Section 1 Class B 
semifinal loss last Friday at the Westchester County Center where the 
Tiger reappeared for the first time since 2007 after a magical 16-7 
season under Coach Nick Lenhard.

Members of  the Putnam Valley girls’ basketball team, including 
Morgan Winogradoff, Cat Mazza, Reena Olsen and Steph Wagner 
console captain Alyssa Stockinger at the Westchetser County Center 
last Friday after the No.7 Tigers were nipped by No.2 Woodlands, 45-
35, in a Section 1 Class B semifinal game that was much closer than 
the scored would indicate.

Putnam Valley’s Late Collapse Spells Doom in Final 4 Loss
No.7 Tigers Fall, 45-35, to No.2 Woodlands

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Girls Hoops NotebookSports

Ossining assistant coach Jose Ferrao shares a daddy-daughter 
moment with Captain Gebby Ferrao after Pride won 6th-straight title in 
76-60 win over North Rockland.

Ossining freshman Kailah Harris triggered the Pride’s 6th-straight 
Section 1 title with 20 points, 9 boards and 4 assists.

The Ossining girls’ basketball team revel in the moment after securing a 6th-straight Section 1 Class AA championship 
and gold ball after defeating North Rockland 76-60. Team members Gabriella Ferrao, Jaida Strippoli, Kelsey Quain, 
Zaira Turner, Alexis Bernardo, Adriana McFadden, Shadeen Samuels, Angela Torricella, Alyssa Aurora, Sam Cozzolino, 
Cassidy Martinez, Helen Ishmael, Kailah Harris and Aubrey Griffin.

No.1 Ossining Wins Record 6th-Straight Section 1 Title
No.2 North Rockland No Match in 76-60 Pride Triumph

Ossining MVP 
Aubrey Griffin 
leaps into arm 
of  All-NYS senior 
Shadeen Samuels 
after Pride 
topped North 
Rockland for 6th-
straight Section 
1 Class AA title 
Sunday at County 
Center.

Ossining freshman Aubrey Griffin dropped 31 points and 
snagged 12 boards en route to MVP nod in 76-60 win over 
North Rock.

Ossining Coach ‘Dancing Dan’ Ricci jigs the sideline with euphoric Pride players loving every 
minute while clinching 6th-straight Section 1 title.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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By Tony Pinciaro
In two previous trips to the New 

York State Wrestling Championships, 
Putnam Valley’s Mike Bruno came 
away unhappy with his performances.

The sophomore was motivated for a 
third consecutive weekend in Albany 
and this time, come away with an all-
state finish.

Bruno accomplished his goal, 
registering his 100th varsity win and 
finishing fourth in the New York State 
Division II (Small School) Wrestling 
Championships at the Times Union 
Center in Albany.

He became the fourth Putnam Valley 
wrestler to place top-six at the state 
championships, joining Willie and John 
Messinger, who both placed fourth, and 
Kris Castro, who finished sixth.

Bruno, who went 3-2 for the two days, 
hit the century mark in wins with a 10-8 
decision over Eli Rodriguez (Norwich) in 
the quarterfinal round.

“Getting my 100th win was pretty cool 
and it was a good match,” said Bruno, a 
sectional champ in 2014 and wild-card 
entrant last year. “Most people when they 
get their 100th win is one they will always 
remember. I will always remember my 
100th because it happened in Albany.”

Even though Bruno lost, to eventual 
state champ and No. 1 seed Jon Charles 
(Central Valley Academy), he bounced 
back to post a 3-0 victory over third-
seeded Dalton Gardner (Fredonia) in the 
consolation semifinals.

Bruno said the major difference in 
his performance this year as opposed to 
2014 and 2015 was familiarity with the 
tournament.

“I was definitely more comfortable this 
year,” Bruno said.

Along with finishing fourth, Bruno 
now owns family bragging rights. Chris, 
his older brother, was the 132-pound 
champion in 2013, but he did not place 
at states. Mike Bruno now owns two 
sectional titles and all-state honors for 
placing in the top six.

“You always want to do better than you 
did the year before,” Bruno said. “Now it’s 
back to practice and hopefully, I can win 
it all next year.”

Bruno hopes to be accomplishing this 
with teammates, Satoshi Abe, Kyle Sams, 
Noah Kelvis and Jared Eliopoulos, all 
sectional champs, as well, who made the 
trek to Albany for states.

“It felt good to have all of us there,” 
Bruno said. “If we continue to all work 
hard, year-round, we can have a good 
team, again, and get back to Albany.” 

LAKELAND’s Alexander Melikian 
transferred from Kennedy Catholic back 
to Lakeland for his senior year and he 

became the standard-bearer for future 
Lakeland/Panas wrestlers.

Melikian became the first Lakeland/
Panas wrestler to reach a state final and 
also its highest finisher -- second in the 
182-pound weight class. Shenendehowa’s 
Kevin Parker decisioned Melikian for his 
second straight state title.

“I thought we were equal on our feet, 
but Parker was really good on top,” 
Melikian said. “I couldn’t get out of those 
legs. I fought back hard and showed that I 
deserved to be there.”

Melikian, who was seeded third, 
finished with a 37-4 record. His three 
victories at the state championships were 
by decision – 5-4 over Sam Schuyler 
(King’s Park), 4-1 over Mike Spallina 
(Hilton) and 6-4 over Kendall Elfstrum 
(Monroe-Woodbury). He imposed his 
will on his opponents and they were on 
the defensive from the opening whistle.

“In those matches I wrestled smart and 
didn’t make any mistakes,” Melikian said. 
“Anyone I wrestle I try and set the pace 
and then I am going to wears guy out.”

Melikian enjoyed his return to Lakeland 
to wrestle with many of his teammates 
who he went to elementary and junior 
high school with.

“The first week of practice is when I 
felt really comfortable,” said Melikian, 
who is considering Campbell (N.C.), 
Binghamton and North Carolina State, 
to name a few colleges. “I earned their 
respect and I gave them my respect.

“They were supportive of me and I 
was supportive of them. They were with 
me on the podium at states. This season 
definitely brought us a lot closer.”

BREWSTER senior Mike Larm and 
teammate, sophomore Grant Cuomo, 
became the first Brewster tandem to place 
at the state championships. Larm finished 
fourth in the 285-pound weight class and 
Cuomo took fifth at 152 pounds.

Larm won his first-round match, but a 
loss in the quarterfinal round would test 
his mental approach. Larm had to regain 
is focus and set his goal on third place 
knowing he needed two more victories to 
reach the consolation final.

“After the loss my coaches and brother 
told me to take third and to do it for 
myself,” said Larm, who finished with 
a 46-6 record. “I was also talking to 
Anthony Tortora, one of my coaches at 
Iowa Style, and he told me he placed his 
junior year and then his senior year when 
he lost in the quarters, he didn’t place and 
it still bothers him to this day.

“After speaking to my coaches and 
then Anthony, I knew I wanted to finish 
out strong as a Brewster wrestler. I knew 
I owed it to my coaches, my family and 
myself to have a good finish, especially 
after all that my family and coaches have 
done for me.”

Larm responded by outscoring Elmira’s 
Zane Tucker and Lindenhurst’s Jon 
Solorzano, 19-1, to reach the third-place 
match.

“I used the loss to drive me into winning 
into dominating fashion,” Larm said. “I 
also wrestled smart and was aggressive.”

Larm said the two losses, both to 
Middletown’s Joe Humphrey, will 
definitely hurt, but he is not too mad at 
himself, either, for finishing fourth. Larm 
was happy for Cuomo, who went 4-2. 
Cuomo decisioned New Rochelle’s Jordan 
Wallace in the fifth-place match.

“Grant is a great wrestler I can see him 
being one of the top guys in the section 
the next two years,” Larm said. “He works 
so hard and we were always pushing each 
other at practice and at 
Iowa Style.”

HEN HUD had two 
state qualifiers for the 
first time in school 
history in Sebastian 
Burbano (160 pounds) 
and Jordan Artope 
(182). It was an 
exclamation point on 
an excellent year for the 
Sailors, who finished 
third in the Section 1 
Division II Wrestling 
Championships.

“It was such a 
tremendous experience 
for Sebastian and Jordan 
to be able to compete 
at that level,” Hen Hud 
assistant coach Shane 
Turrone said. “Sebastian 
beat his first opponent, 
11-0, then got hurt 
against the kid who 
placed second in the 

state. Jordan also lost to his opponent who 
placed second in the state.

“It’s great for the program and as a 
coach to have two kids competing at 
states. Since Anthony Alberti won back-
to-back state titles in 1989 and 1990, 
we’ve had three guys compete at the state 
championships – Mark Grant, Sebastian 
and Jordan. I was lucky enough to coach 
all three, but I really hope this is able to 
help our program continue to excel. I am 
very excited for the future.”

   MAHOPAC’s Mike DiNardo became 
the fourth Mahopac wrestler to reach the 
state final, joining state champions John 
Degl and Joe Mazzurco and runner-up 
David Colagiovanni. DiNardo wrestled 
for the 195-pound state title, but dropped 
a 3-1 decision to Charlie Araneo (Ward 
Melville). Araneo had beaten his first 
three opponents by a combined score of 
32-3.

DiNardo, who will attend Johnson and 
Wales in September and wrestle, also 
joined Mazzurco and Colagiovanni as 
two-time state placefinishers. Mazzurco 
was a state champion, state runner-up and 
third-place finisher.

DiNardo advanced to the final with 
a major decision over Ricky Almonte 
(Levittown Division) and a pair of 
first-period pins over Paul Brachfield 
(Massapequa) and Jake Sweet (Brockport)

   Teammate Garrett Semenetz went 2-2 
in the 99-pound weight class and came 
within a win of placing in the top six.

CARMEL’s Kevin Knox, a two-time 
sectional champ, finished 2-2 and came 
within a win of placing top-six in the state 
in the 132-pound weight class.

Putnam Valley Coach Will Carano brought a school 
record five grapplers to the NYS D-II tournament 
in Albany last weekend.

VIC MCGEE PHOTO

Mahopac, Somers/NS Split League I-A Bragging Rights
Brotherly Love at Somers Skating up a Storm

L/P’s Melikian, Mahopac’s DiNardo Place 2nd at States
Bruno Leads Put Valley Contingent in 4th, Brewster’ Larm 4th

Brewster’s Chris Frossel celebrates a first-period goal in the Bears’ 
7-4 Section 1 D-II quarterfinal win over Fox Lane last Wednesday when 
Mike Isola (2G, 1A), Kyle Dineen (1G, 2A) and Chris Frossel (1G, 2A) 
each had three points to lead the way, but the No.2 Bears (18-3-1) 
couldn’t find enough offense in their season-ending 6-2 loss to No.6 
Rye Town/Harrison Friday in the Final 4.

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

Brewster’s Record-Setting 
Season Ends in Final 4 

Loss to RT/H
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Haldane Three-Peats for 
1st Time in School History
Blue Devils to Face Section 9 Champ 
Chester Today at County Center

Feisty Blue Devil David Rotando hits the dog pile after scoring 14 
clutch points and turning the game on a dime with a sound defensive 
play/foul that led to three technical fouls against Hamilton, whereby 
Tucker Beachak would convert all six free throws in the pivotal swing.

Members of  the Haldane 
basketball team – 
including David Rotando, 
Eric Rizzi, Nick Chiera, 
Andrew Gannon, Tucker 
Beachak, Stephen 
Junjulas, John Parr, 
Cole Sussmeier, Marco 
Scanga, Aidan Siegel, 
Kyle Sussmeier, Will Zuvic 
and Blaine Fitzgerald–
pose with their third-
straight Section 1 Class 
C gold ball after earning 
Coach Joe Virgadamo his 
100th career win.

Right: Blaine Fitzgerald scored 13 points for the Blue Devils and was named to the All-Tournament 
team after the Blue Devils snatched a third-straight gold ball at the Westchester County Center last 
Saturday. No. 3 Haldane (13-9) will play Section 9 champ Chester in the Class C semifinal regional 
at 4:15 p.m. Tuesday at the County Center

Above: Tucker Beachak (L), David Rotando (M) and Blue 
Devil teammates react to Beachak’s being named MVP of  the 
Section 1 Class C boys’ basketball tournament after dropping 
a game-high 20 points, including 7-of-8 from the stripe,  
in the third-seeded Blue Devils’ 61-52 win over No.1 
Hamilton Saturday at the Westchester County Center where 
Haldane three-peated as section champs for the first time in  
school history.

Putnam  
Valley 

Can’t Solve 
Briarcliff’s 

Interior 
Defense

No.2 Tigers 
Fall 53-42 to 
No.1 Bears in 

Class B  
Title Tilt
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Putnam Valley’s All-Section G Harrison Deegan 
goes up for two of  his team-high 16 points in the 
second-seeded Tigers’ 53-42 loss to No.1 Briarcliff  
in the Section 1 Class B championship last Saturday 
night at the Westchester County Center where the 
Tigers suffered their second finals defeat in the last 
three years.

Putnam Valley’s All-Section C Joe Spinola found 
Briarcliff’s interior defense – led by Sean Crowley 
-- too tough to be solved with any regularity as he 
finished with nine points on 4-of-15 shooting.

Put Valley freshman Darnell Shillingford will take the 
torch from five-record setting seniors – including 
Kevin Gallagher, Charlie Pagani, Anders Spittal, Joe 
Spinola and Harrison Deegan – who established a 
new school record with a 21-3 mark and a No.8 
NYS ranking while guiding PV to the County Center 
for a 4th-straight season under third-year Coach 
Mike McDonnell.
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There may be six kingdoms of  life, but there is one Section 1 Class AA girls’ basketball champion over the course of  the past six years and that is the top-seeded Ossining Pride, who rolled out another record-
setting championship last Sunday at the Westchester County Center when senior Shadeen Samuels (L), who won her fourth title, went for 22 points, seven rebounds and five steals in the three-time defending 
NYS champion Pride’s 77-60 win over No.2 North Rockland... see Girls Hoops Notebook 
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

Ossining 
Crowned Section 

1 Champs for 
Record 6th-

Straight Time 

Six 
Kingdoms!


