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 1 WEEK  
FREE MEMBERSHIP 
All Programs & Offers  

Expire December 31, 2016 
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 HOLIDAY  
FITNESS SPECIAL 

3-1/2 Hour Personal  
Training Sessions for 

$99 

  21 DAY  
NUTRITIONAL 
WEIGHT LOSS  
CHALLENGE 

CALL TODAY 
201 Veterans Rd, Yorktown 

(914)962-4094 

“A person could gain up to 12 pounds between Thanksgiving and New Years” 

CALL TODAY
201 Veteran’s Road

Yorktown
(914) 962-4094

Join Now and Pay
NO DUES

Until Feb. 2017
Expires 12/31/16

Restrictions & Enrollment Fee Apply

By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown officials boasted last week of 

capturing on camera the driver of a ve-
hicle on Wood Street throwing a bag of 
garbage out the window.

The incident took place on October 9 
at about 2 p.m. and the owner of the 2008 
Volkswagen Jetta that was recorded, Ey-
line Hille of Mahopac, was informed on 
November 18 she was facing a $500 fine 
for violating a law enacted in Town Code 
last June designed to combat littering.

Town Attorney Michael McDermott 
stated Hille’s grandson, Kevin Bruen, 
was driving the car caught on video in 
October.

The legislation unanimously passed by 
the Town Board on June 26 is considered 

the first in the nation involving the use of 
cameras to document littering violations.

“We are very proud of this legislation 
and it is hoped that continued enforce-
ment will produce positive results for 
our community,” Yorktown Supervisor 
Michael Grace said.

Under the new law, violators can be 

Historic Littering Law has 
its First Violator in Yorktown

photo by Michael Giuliano

An Electric Evening
the Fifth annual holiday electric lights parade was held Saturday in downtown yorktown, followed by 
the lighting of a christmas tree at Jack Gazebo Veterans park. For more photos, see page 13.

Continued on page 2

By Rick Pezzullo
Cortlandt Town Justice Daniel McCa-

rthy issued a ruling Friday finding the so-
called “Montrose 9” protestors who were 
arrested last November for blocking access 
to Spectra Energy’s construction yard on 
Route 9A guilty of disorderly conduct.

Following the brief announcement of 
McCarthy’s decision, which was delivered 
in writing, defiant protestors and their 
supporters chanted “Shame on You” and 
“No Justice in Cortlandt” as they paraded 
through the halls of Cortlandt Town Court 
and outside into the courtyard, where they 
continued to rail against the outcome and 
vowed to keep fighting against the contro-

versial natural gas pipeline project.
“It is absolutely staggering. This decision 

is disrespectful,” remarked Susan Rutman, 
one of the nine protestors who could face 
15 days in jail and/or a $500 fine when they 
are scheduled to be sentenced on January 
6.

“But we will persevere. We cannot be 
thwarted by the limited scope of the legal 
system,” Rutman added. “He (McCarthy) 
wouldn’t even make a declaratory state-
ment.”

“This furthers my belief that we are run 
by a Corp-ocracy,” said Andrew Ryan, an-
other member of the “Montrose 9.” “They 

Protestors Decry ‘No Justice in Cortlandt’ after Ruling

Continued on page 2
photo by Scott McGreGor

protestors continued to express their opposition to pipeline project outside cortlandt town hall Friday. 

car captured on video littering on Wood Street.

2016-17 Boys Hoops 
Preview Edition...

See 
Sports
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Killer Cramps Aren’t Normal
What you need to know about Endometriosis…

Did you know?
Women who have a mother or sister with 
endometriosis are six times more likely to 
develop the condition.*

Q: What can cause excessive pain before, 
during, and after my period? 
A: A potential cause is endometriosis. Endometrial cells 
released by the endometrium – the tissue that lines 
a woman’s uterus – latch onto the ovaries, bowel, or 
elsewhere in the pelvis. The new tissue behaves the 
same as it does in the uterus: It thickens, breaks down, 
and bleeds with each menstrual cycle. This can irritate 
the surrounding tissue, leading to pain and excessive 
bleeding.

Q: How can I tell if I have endometriosis? 
A: Symptoms can include painful periods; pain during 
intercourse; pain during bowel movements or urination, 
especially during your period; excessive bleeding and 
infertility. In fact, endometriosis is often first diagnosed 
when a woman is seeking infertility treatment. It can 
also be mistaken for other conditions that cause pelvic 
pain which is why it is important to tell your OB/GYN 
if you experience any of these symptoms. 

You may get a pelvic exam to check for possible cysts 
or scarring. Ultrasound can also reveal the presence 
of cysts or scarring, but the only way to accurately 
diagnose endometriosis is with a procedure called 

laparoscopy. A surgeon makes a tiny incision near the 
naval and inserts a small camera called a laparoscope 
to look for endometrial growths.

Q: Can endometriosis be treated?  
A: Yes. Treatment starts with over-the-counter pain 
medications such as ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin) or 
naproxen (Aleve). If that doesn’t ease the pain, many 
women benefit from hormone treatment, such as 
birth control pills or other hormone-blocking drugs 
that help shrink the endometrial growths. If symptoms 
persist, surgery may offer a solution. A hysterectomy 
can give relief for women who are not planning to have 
children; for women hoping to preserve fertility, a more 
conservative surgical procedure called resection can target 
and remove endometrial growths. Don’t assume that 
agonizing, lengthy periods are normal. Get yearly exams 
and be sure to discuss any symptoms you find bothersome.

F. Michael Shaw, MD
Director, Division of Gynecology
Institute for Robotic & Minimally 
Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital
 
nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrShaw

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Watch Dr. Shaw discuss da Vinci 
robot-assisted surgery and 
gynecologic surgery at 
www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrShaw 

*National Institutes of Health

are people who care only about profits. 
They create and they interpret the law.”

Rutman, Ryan, Linda Snider, Michael 
Bucci, Kim Fraczek, Melissa Freedman, 
Monica Hunken, George Packard, and 
Kathleen Thomas all had pled not guilty to 
the charges as their attorney, Martin Stolar,  
contended their actions were justified since 
they were trying to stop a greater harm in 
the expansion of the natural gas pipeline 
on November 9 at 6:30 a.m. and were left 
with no other recourse after all legal and 
regulatory options had been exhausted.

Stolar said he was “very disappointed” 
with McCarthy’s 13-page ruling and his 
dismissal of the defendants’ necessity de-
fense.

“We will take it up on appeal,” said Stolar, 
who requested McCarthy postpone the 
sentencing until January. “They are heroes, 
not criminals.”

It took McCarthy four months to issue 
his decision following the conclusion of 
a trial which Stolar and the “Montrose 9” 
were hopeful would become a landmark 
case using their defense in environmental 
litigation.

“The judge rejects the justification as 
being speculative and the harm is not im-
minent or about to occur,” Stolar said. “The 
justification defense which he rejects, we 

all know and you all know, the actions were 
justified, the harm is imminent, and the 
pipeline is extraordinarily dangerous, and 
constitutes a present harm and a present 
threat to every resident in this town, in 
this county and of the areas surrounding 
Indian Point.”

Meanwhile, at the same time protestors 
were being informed of the ruling in Cort-
landt, members of several community ac-
tivist groups were in Washington D.C. tes-
tifying at a People’s Hearing regarding the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
(FERC) alleged unfriendly history against 
the environment.

Representing the Hudson Valley in re-
gards to FERC’s approval of Spectra’s Al-
gonquin Incremental Market (AIM) ex-
pansion project were Courtney Williams, 
Paul Blanch and Nancy Vann of Safe En-
ergy Rights Group (SEnRG) and Suzannah 
Glidden, Amy Rosmarin and Susan Van 
Dolsen of Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Ex-
pansion (SAPE).

“I hope that this will bring these issues 
the national attention they deserve,” Vann 
said. “The AIM project, for one, could have 
catastrophic national impacts.”

“FERC’s conflict of interest policies are 
vague and contradictory and the Com-
mission has demonstrated an egregious 
lack of transparency regarding the contrac-
tors hired to conduct the assessments on 
which the projects’ approvals depend,” Van 
Dolsen said. “The Commission has not 
complied with its legal obligations under 
NEPA to conduct an independent envi-
ronmental review, yet Spectra continues to 
move ahead with projects that put millions 
of people at grave risk.”

photo by Scott McGreGor

a ‘Montrose 9’ member holds sign opposing Judge Mccarthy’s ruling.

Protestors Decry ‘No Justice in Cortlandt’ after Ruling

charged when caught on camera litter-
ing. The town installed signs informing 
the public of its Do Not Litter campaign, 
along with indicating the area was under 
surveillance.

Photographs taken by residents can 
also be used as evidence against viola-
tors. Town officials are hoping the law 
acts as a deterrent.

Continued from page 1

Yorktown Charges 
First Violator of 
Historic Littering Law
Continued from page 1
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373 Downing Drive Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914 352-6127 • www.dastruckandauto.com

We have nearly 50 years in 

business with locations in 

Yonkers & White Plains.

We look forward to 

having you visit our 

4,000 sq ft store in 

YORKTOWN!

• Car Covers
• Snow brushes  
  & Ice Scrapers
• Calcium Chloride 
• Windshield Deicer & 
  Windshield Washer Fluid
• RV Antifreeze

A LARGE Selection Of Winter Wiper 
And Winter Blades, Always Free Installation!

Winter Is On The Way! DAS Auto parts can help you with all of your winter needs.
We Stock:

Protect your carpet 
with a set of 

Weather Tech fl oor liners. 

Cold Days Can Make A Weak Battery Struggle, 
Come In For A Free Battery Diagnostic Check.

We Stock Emergency Jumper Packs 
Of All Sizes And Prices

For The Snow Plow Trucks, We Carry Emergency 
Lighting, Tow Chains And Trailer Accessories

10% OFF 
ANY 1 ITEM

With this coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. One coupon per 

purchase. Excludes 
Oil & Special Orders.

DAS AUTO 
PARTS & BATTERY 

KEYS 
MADE HERE

Come celebrate our Grand Opening on 
Saturday, December 10, 2016! From 12-3pm

Enjoy light refreshments provided by the Iron Tomato
Giveaways, FREE Raffl es, and 10% OFF your entire purchase! 

(between 12-3pm)
Get a head start on your holiday shopping 

and pick up the perfect gift for the car enthusiast in your life!
In celebration of their grand opening DAS Auto will be making a donation on behalf of their Yorktown, Yonkers and White Plains stores to 

Support Connection, Inc. A 501 (c) not-for-profi t organization that provides free support services to those affected by breast and ovarian cancer.

The 
Holidays 

Are 
Coming...

The 
Holidays 

Are 
Holidays 

Are 
Holidays 
Coming...

DAS Auto 
Parts and 

Battery Center 
Can Help With 
Stuffi ng Those 

Stockings
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(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-5

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 24

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 20”  
(Handmade on Premises)

Plain ........................................... $20
Decorated ................................. $35

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

By Rick Pezzullo
Former Yorktown Supervisor Susan 

Siegel filed a lawsuit Thursday challeng-
ing the new tree ordinance adopted by 
the Yorktown Town Board in September.

In a 39-page Article 78 filed in Westches-
ter County Supreme Court, Siegel, who was 
ousted as a councilwoman last year, charged 
the board committed multiple violations of 
four laws and acted in an arbitrary and ca-
pricious manner when it closed the public 
hearing on September 20 and immediately 
voted to approve the amended local law.

“Basically, the four members of the 

board (Supervisor Michael Grace and 
councilmen Greg Bernard, Tom Diana 
and Ed Lachterman) who voted for the 
law were in such a hurry to enact the law 
that they arrogantly violated long estab-
lished and fundamental procedural re-
quirements of the law,” Siegel said. “I’m 
not happy with the new law, especially 
the provision that exempts the town 
from needing a permit to cut down trees 
on town-owned land, but I accept the 
fact that the four Republicans can pass 
whatever laws they want. But they need 
to pass them properly and legally.”

One of the criticisms levied through-
out the lengthy hearing in September 
was the law adopted in 2010 protected 
trees and forests on both private and 
town-owned property but the new law 
exempts the approximately 4,000 acres of 
town-owned property located in neigh-
borhoods throughout the town.

“I think the law does what it is in-
tended to do,” Grace said before making 
a motion to adopt the new law. “This law 
as written simplifies the old law.”

In the lawsuit, Siegel challenges the 
legality of a provision in the new ordi-

nance that would allow the Town Board 
the authority to review any Planning 
Board decision regarding tree removal. 
She maintained that Grace “misspoke” 
when he said the 2010 Tree Law gave the 
Town Board the power to review Plan-
ning Board tree permit decisions. In-
stead, she said the 2010 law adhered to 
state law that required parties wishing to 
challenge a Planning Board tree permit 
ruling to file an Article 78 lawsuit.

Grace did not return an email asking if 
he had any comments regarding the legal 
action taken by his predecessor.

Siegel Files Lawsuit Challenging Yorktown’s New Tree Law 

Croton Auto Park has partnered with 
New York Cares for their 28th Annual Coat 
Drive to be held until December 31, where 
New Yorkers can drop off new or gently 
used winter coat donations directly to Cro-
ton Auto Park, conveniently located at 1 
Municipal Place, Croton-On-Hudson. 

New York Cares Annual Coat Drive is a 
city-wide effort run by New York Cares with 
a goal to collect and distribute 125,000 coats 
each year to New Yorkers who need them 
the most during the colder months.  Over 
the past 28 years, more than 1.7 million 
winter coats have been collected and dis-

tributed to help keep New Yorkers warm, 
healthy, and safe during the winter months.  
New York Cares is a volunteer organization 
founded in 1987, that runs programs for 
1,350 nonprofits, public schools, and city 
agencies to help those in need.  In the past 
year, volunteers have served 400,000 New 
Yorkers in need and have devoted their time 
and talents towards improving education, 
meeting immediate needs, and revitalizing 
public spaces.  For more information about 
New York Cares and their Annual Coat 
Drive efforts, please visit their website at 
www.newyorkcares.org. 

Croton Auto Park Partners with New York Cares for Annual Coat Drive

cars on top of  rocks at croton auto park.
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Yorktown Police
November 20 - 8:08 p.m. – Jonathan 

Ferrante, 19, of Croton-on-Hudson, was 
charged with two counts of criminal pos-
session of a controlled substance after 
being spotted occupying a vehicle in the 

parking lot of John Hand Park on Blinn 
Road. An investigation revealed Ferrante 
was allegedly in possession of a quantity 
of cocaine, a quantity of LSD and a quan-
tity of marijuana. Bail was posted by a 
family member.

November 24 -  5:35 a.m. – Alyssa Ro-
driguez, 25, of Croton-on-Hudson, was 
charged with bail jumping for failing to 
appear in court on a previous petit lar-
ceny charge.

November 25 - 9:12 p.m. – Jamil 
Bristow-Dolman, 22, of Wappinger Falls, 
was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following an accident in the area 
of Route 6 and Sunnyside. He was also 
charged with following too closely and 
having an open container of alcohol in a 
vehicle.

November 26
11:01 p.m. – Aaron Seide, 25, of York-

town, was charged with driving with a 
suspended license and possession of a 
quantity of marijuana after being pulled 
over for driving with inadequate head 
lamps on East Main Street.

November 27
2:49 a.m. – Shannon Slater, 25, of York-

town, was charged with driving while in-
toxicated after a police officer observed her 
allegedly failing to use a turn signal and fail-
ing to keep right on East Mohansic Avenue.
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world-class cancer care 
where you need it. close to home.

At our comprehensive cancer center, we offer the same high standard of care you’ve come to expect from New 
York’s #1 hospital. With top oncologists and surgeons, including ColumbiaDoctors and NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group specialists, we’re advancing cancer treatment right here in your backyard.

�o learn more or to make an appointment, visit nyp.org/hudsonvalley  or call  800-482-4842.

�ew�ork-�resbyterian �udson �alley �ospital

T:9.75”
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By Rick Pezzullo
A Peekskill man was sentenced to 15 

years behind bars last week for the shoot-
ing death last year of Stephen Agosto in 
front of 1431 Park Street in Peekskill.

Janiel Myke, 25, of Rolling Valley Way, 
pled guilty in October to one count of 
manslaughter in the first degree and 
could have faced 25 years in prison.

On December 20, 2015 at approxi-
mately 10:20 p.m., Myke shot Agosto 
three times with a stolen 9mm hand-
gun. Peekskill Police arrested Myke two 
days later following an investigation that 
revealed Myke and Agosto had a long 
standing dispute.

Agosto, who suffered a fatal bullet 
wound to the head and a bullet wound to 
each of his legs, was pronounced dead at 
a local hospital.

Peekskill Man Sentenced to 15 
years for 2015 Park Street Killing

Janiel Myke

Police Blotter

eddie Mcpartland, 
owner of cortlandt-
based Wacky 
inflatables, delivered 
a truckload of  
toys last week that 
he collected from 
generous donors to 
ronald McDonald 
house of the 
Greater hudson 
Valley for needy 
youngsters.
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Brand New Acro Dance Studio  
right in the heart of Yorktown! 

ACRO--YOGA--DANCE--FITNESS 
Classes for ALL AGES: Mommy & Me thru Adults 

 

Grand Opening Week Specials 
December 5th thru 9th 

Stop By For Tours, Give-Aways,  
Free Demo Classes & More 

Schedule & Pricing is on our website 
www.evolutionacro.com 

 
Evolution Acro & Tumble 

1877 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

(near Rita’s Ice) 
 

 
 

 

                      

Brand New Acro Dance Studio 
right in the heart of Yorktown!

ACRO-YOGA-DANCE-FITNESS
Classes for ALL AGES: Mommy & Me thru adults

Grand Opening Week Specials
December 5th thru 9th

Stop by For Tours, Give-aways, 
Free Demo Classes & More

Schedule & Pricing is on our website
www.evolutionacro.com

NOW OPEN!

Evolution Acro & Tumble
1877 Commerce Street

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(near Rita’s Ice)
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December is Cold and Dank
Call Sclafani

We’ll “Top” Off Your Tank!
Generators, Complete High Efficiency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

After more than a year of public discus-
sion, the Ossining Village Board last week 
voted 3-2 in favor of instructing the village 
engineer to move forward with the design 
of a roundabout project in the downtown 
business district.

The choices presented to trustees were 
an updated conventional signal, or a mod-
ern roundabout. The most recent public 
meeting on this topic included a presenta-
tion by NYS Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) roundabout expert, Howard 

McCulloch. Peter Russillo of Maser Con-
sulting was on hand to address questions 
specific to the design of the Ossining inter-
section. The presentation was followed by 
questions and comments from the public, 
and a discussion among the Board of Trus-
tees and staff. Many business owners and 
other village stake-holders spoke about the 
project. 

Attention to this busy downtown inter-
section and main thoroughfare to the Os-
sining train station, waterfront residences, 

commercial spaces and parks, was initially 
raised more than two years ago due to ag-
ing infrastructure. It became clear that this 
intersection was long overdue for a com-
plete overhaul. This includes optimal ac-
commodation for the 2014 change in the 
traffic pattern, which made Spring Street 
two-way, upgrading existing lights and un-
derground wiring as well as sidewalks be-
coming compliant with current Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.   

More than a year ago, and as part of 
their commitment to think outside the box 
when considering infrastructure changes, 
members of the Board of Trustees and vil-

lage management began exploring both 
traditional and non-traditional options. 
Beyond simply moving cars and pedes-
trians through the intersection, officials 
indicated they wanted to select a design 
that reflected the larger goal of fostering 
an environment conducive to a thriving 
mixed use downtown area. Last year Trus-
tee Manuel Quezada, an architect by trade, 
suggested that the engineers investigate 
whether a roundabout was a viable alterna-
tive to a traditional traffic light intersection 
in this location. The two options for the 
intersection upgrade were explored over 

Village officials are studying roundabout for downtown ossining.

Board Instructs Engineer to Design Roundabout for Downtown

Peekskill Expands CAC
the conservation advisory council of  
peekskill was expanded to nine members by 
the common council on november 28. “i am 
thrilled and gratified by the cac expansion,” 
said councilwoman Kathie talbot (right, shown 
with cac chairwoman Kay barthelmas). “our 
cac has been incredibly active in a variety of  
important environmental initiatives in the city 
and, with the addition of three more highly 
talented and accomplished members, there is 
so much more that can be done.” barthelmas added, “these three new cac members reflect the 
dynamic population growth happening recently in peekskill and will bring strong and diverse skills 
to the board.” currently, the cac is finishing a natural resources inventory (nri), which will be a 
comprehensive digital compilation of maps, geographic features, wetlands, steep slopes and open 
spaces as well as cultural aspects like peekskill’s involvement with the underground railroad. 

Continued on page 10
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The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price   

The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments starting at $1000 
        
               Call 
 914-739-6700 x1250 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 

Catherine “Teeny”
Munning
Catherine Mary “Teeny” Munning, 

a child of God and sister of Christ, has 
gone home in the loving arms of her Sav-
ior from this life to the everlasting on 
November 29. She was 83.

Born on April 1, 1933 in the Bronx, she 
was one of 12 children of Frederick and 
Mary Simone Hills. She proudly served 
our country as a bookkeeper in the U.S. 
Air Force and worked for many years at 
Somers High School. She attended Cal-
vary Chapel and was a member of Man-
ny Bacon Post #1758, American Legion. 
She loved her devotional time and doing 
puzzles.

Mrs. Munning was a loving wife and 
mother who was a best friend to her hus-
band and to each of her children. She was 
a gentle heart whose love of Jesus trans-
formed her life, her heart and her spirit. 

On December 5, 1953 at Maxwell Air 
Force Base in Montgomery, AL, she mar-
ried her beloved husband, Evert Mun-
ning Jr. On Monday, they would have 
celebrated 63 years of marriage. In addi-
tion to her husband, she is survived by 
her children and their spouses, Patricia 
and Ron Ristaino of East Fishkill, Debi 

and Brian Molfese of Seymour, CT, Ed-
ward Thomas and Kathy Munning of 
Pawling, Karen and Kevin Raab of Kent; 
her daughter-in-law, Jean Treanor; her 
grandchildren, Jeremy Craig Hansmann 
and his wife Andrea, Justin Matthew and 
Krysta Rose Molfese, Nicholas Edward, 
Jason Thomas and Rachel Lillian Mun-
ning, Keith James Raab and his former 
wife Lillian, and Michael McTighe; her 
great-grandchildren, Joshua Michael 
and Sarah Grace Hansmann, and Haylee 
Nicole Raab; her sisters, Helen Morais, 
Barbara Kennedy and Marilyn “Cookie” 
Gleilmi; her brothers, Fred Hills, Jr. and 
Ronnie Doucette, Jr.; and many nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased by 
her son, Gary Munning, on January 4, 
2012. 

Mary Ann Henchy
Mary Ann Henchy, a resident of York-

town, died November 30. She was 83. 
Mary, known as Honey by her family 

and friends, was a devoted and beloved 
wife, mother, mother-in-law, grand-
mother, sister, and aunt. She was born 
in 1933 in New York, NY to Richard 
and Mathilda Haas. She graduated from 
Walton High School in 1951. In 1957 she 
married John Henchy at St. Pius Church 

in the Bronx. 
Mrs. Henchy, also known as Red or 

Lefty, was an excellent softball and bas-
ketball player. She played for The New 
York Queens girls’ softball team. Known 
as Mom to her daughter and grand-
daughter, she will be remembered for her 
passion for music, love of butterflies, self-
lessness, warm smile, and kindness. She 
lived for her family with joy in her heart 
all the days of her life. She is survived by 
her husband John Henchy, her daughter 
Terry Weisberger, and her granddaugh-
ter Jenny Weisberger who are residents 
of Yorktown. 

Ester Gunther
Ester Gunther, a resident of Croton-

on-Hudson, died November 29. She was 
93.

She was born on November 12, 1923 
in Harlem. She lived in Croton for 40 
years before moving to Maine. After liv-
ing in Maine for 20 years, she moved 
back to Westchester to be closer to her 
family. She was a member of the Croton 
Senior Citizens Club for many years. She 
had an ability to light up the room with 
her smile. She was a loving wife, mother, 
sister and friend to many. She will be 
greatly missed by those who knew her.

She is survived by her loving son, John 
J. Gunther and his wife Peggi. She was 
predeceased by her beloved son Kenneth 
Gunther in 2004. 

Dr. Raymond Mutter
Dr. Raymond D. Mutter, who resided 

most of his life in Ossining, died Novem-
ber 29 at his home in Concordia, Monroe 
Twp, NJ. He was 85. 

Dr. Mutter was born in Orange, NJ, 
grew up in Chatham, NJ, and spent sum-
mer months at Estling Lake, in Denville, 
NJ. He lived in Ossining, before moving 
to Concordia in July 2016. He graduated 
from Bates College in Maine, received 
his medical degree from the Columbia 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York City, and began his career with 
a two-year tour of duty in the U.S. Army. 
He was a medical doctor with a private 
practice in Ossining, NY, and later joined 
a medical group affiliated with Phelps 
Memorial Hospital in Sleepy Hollow, NY. 
He served on the hospital’s Board of Di-
rectors, and from 1991 to 1993 served as 
President of the Medical Staff. He retired 
from medical practice in 2001. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, 

Obituaries

Continued on page 10
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By Alison K. Begany
Pretend you’re having a baby. For nine 

months, the preparation, the anticipa-
tion builds and builds. At long last, the 
baby arrives!  And — BOOM! The cel-
ebration comes to an abrupt end.

Huh? How odd. Unnatural, to say the 
least. Aren’t you supposed to experience 
joy and celebrate fully once the child is 
actually born into the world?

Yet that is exactly how we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus in modern-day America.

Come the stroke of midnight as 
Christmas day winds down, you’d be 
hard pressed to turn on a radio station 
and hear a “Fa-la-la-la-la” or be advised 
to don any gay apparel. No — all frivolity 
and merriment have ceased.

Just amble through your neighbor-
hood in the next few days and observe 
how many houses — previously cascad-
ing with lights, bedecked with angels and 
reindeer and the occasional Bart Simp-
son — are so festooned on January 1.

Nay, over the next 12 days — the tra-
ditional 12 Days of Christmas — holi-
day decorations have, by and large, been 
stripped from doorways and storefronts, 
Christmas trees tossed ignominiously 
curbside in heaps of recycling.

To paraphrase wee baffled Cindy-
Lou Who:  “Santy Claus, why? Why are 
you taking [down] our Christmas tree? 
Why?”

’Twasn’t always so. Not that long ago 
— in our grandparents’ day — the tree 

wasn’t brought home and decorated until 
Christmas Eve. Children were told Santa 
Claus brought the tree as well as other 
gifts. Christmas Day was when the real 
twelve days of Christmas began — not 
ending then, as in modern custom — and 
extending till January 6, Epiphany (or 
more colloquially, “Little Christmas”), 
which commemorates the arrival of the 
Magi in the Holy Land after journeying 
from the East, still observed as the major 
day of nativity celebration in Eastern Or-
thodox churches.

We’ve all sung — and no doubt strug-
gled to remember — the seemingly 
endless verses of “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.” But we’ve gotten mixed up as 
to when the deluge of gifts was actually 
bestowed on the happy, if overwhelmed, 
recipient. The full panoply was not de-
livered on Christmas morn.  No, no, 
no — one had to wait twelve long days, 
until January 6, to be gifted with the 
partridge, the golden rings, the lords a-
leaping, swans a-swimming, drummers 
drumming, geese a-laying and the whole 
shebang.

What happened to change the timing 
of the celebration of the true Christmas 
season? Good ole American capitalism 
is as guilty a culprit as any, the driving 
force behind this skewing of the sea-
son. Buy more and more, and why start 
in December when those holiday bucks 
can be scooped up earlier and earlier? As 
retail establishments break out the ever-

greens and the piped-in carols and the 
light displays by mid-November, ordi-
nary households are persuaded to follow 
suit. Never mind that Thanksgiving — a  
wonderful holiday with subtle charms of 
its own — gets hijacked in the process.

Here’s a quaint notion: Don’t abandon 
your Thanksgiving table to line up for 
Black Friday sales. (Better deals can usu-
ally be had online anyway.) And don’t put 
up your Christmas tree on Thanksgiving 
night. Mid-December is time enough for 
the trimming of the tree — thus giving it 
a fighting chance of retaining its splen-
dor through Epiphany, without winding 
up resembling that poor little “Charlie 
Brown” twig.

Or get an artificial tree — better for the 
environment to boot! — which can then 
double as your wintertime plant, as does 
mine.

What else is there to brighten your 
hearth in the bleak, drear days of Janu-
ary? As you drag yourself homeward — 
slogging through the snow, the slush, the 
ice, and the general nastiness of a cold, 
colorless world — how comforting it is 
to hunker down in a plump cozy chair, 
hot toddy at the ready, and gaze on your 
“evergreen” tree, twinkling with strings 
of tiny golden lights. Talk of tidings of 
comfort and joy …

… but enough of the reverie. Back to 
the issue at hand. What irks me most 
is that forcing the holidays to begin so 
early has the corresponding effect of 

ending them much too soon. I love this 
season so — the magical lights softening 
the long dark nights, and people bearing 
with each other in a softer, gentler way. 
Who would want that to end?

For the better part of 2,000 years, the 
birth of Christ was celebrated from De-
cember 25 through January 6 — the fort-
night when people rejoiced in the eternal 
promise of light returning to this dark-
ened world, saving us.

We don’t necessarily need to be hear-
ing “Silent Night” and “Winter Wonder-
land” blaring from every radio and store 
loudspeaker or behold our streetscapes 
ablaze with lights in late November. We 
DO need to hear and see them on De-
cember 26.

So, please, do not rush this most glo-
rious of seasons. Leave the trees and 
wreaths and lights undisturbed for the 
next twelve days. Then, on January 6, 
gather round your still vibrant tree, belt 
out “Joy to the World” and experience 
the Christmas season as it was meant to 
be.

Merry Christmas, and Happy New 
Year, everyone!

Guest Commentary
The Skewing of the Season

To the Editor:
Now that the holiday season is upon 

us, many people think a puppy would 
make a good gift. What most forget is 
that puppies require a lot of time, energy, 
money, and many pet store puppies come 
from sick and neglected puppy mills.

 Nearly 8 million companion animals 
enter U.S. shelters each year, half of 
which are sadly killed. This is a stagger-
ing number of innocent lives lost, with 
millions more spending many years, if 
not their entire lives in a small cage hop-
ing to be adopted.

Instead of buying an expensive and 
high maintenance puppy as a gift, visit 
your local animal shelter in order to find 
one. These loving dogs have already been 
spayed/neutered, are up-to-date on vac-
cinations, and microchipped.

 We are fortunate in Westchester and 
Putnam Counties to have terrific animal 
shelters.  One of which is the Putnam 
Humane Society in Carmel, NY. The 
most intelligent, friendly, and loving 
dogs I have ever met were adopted. Shel-

ter pets want nothing more than to be in 
a loving home, where they will be a ter-
rific new family member.  

So instead of buying a puppy this holi-
day season, please share your love and 
home with a dog who desperately needs 
it. Visit your local shelter, volunteer to 
walk a dog, and always choose to adopt. 

STEvE REid
Somers 

Professional dog Trainer

Letters to the Editor
Adopt a Pet from a Shelter for the Holidays

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com

Publisher

Rick Pezzullo
rpezzullo@theexaminernews.com

Editor-in-Chief
To advertise in The Examiner,

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail

advertising@theexaminernews.com

  The 

Examiner
Northern Westchester

To inquire about paid subscriptions, email subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details.

PO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 • 914-864-0878 www.TheExaminerNews.com

Examiner
MED I A

also publishes 

  The 

Examiner
WHITE PLAINS

Examiner
PUTNAM

Member 
of

To the Editor:
 The irony is painful. Only hours 

after the Croton “United” Village Board 
majority was unwilling to support an 
explicit condemnation of Islamophobia 
in response to a direct plea from Croton’s 
houses of worship, residents were invited 
to a village hosted Christmas Tree 
lighting. As part of an interfaith family, 
this is particularly saddening.  I can only 
imagine how it makes our Muslim friends 

and neighbors feel. In these uncharted 
waters of discrimination and hatred 
unleashed across our country over the 
past few months, it is disheartening that 
our locally elected officials - especially 
those who were elected on a platform 
of welcoming everyone regardless of 
affiliations - are unwilling to lead with 
tolerance and understanding.

MaRia F. SliPPEN 
Croton-on-Hudson

Lack of Tolerance and Understanding in Croton

Small NewS iS 
BiG NewS - 

914-864-0878
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By Martin Wilbur
Nearly a half-century after a local hero 

made the ultimate sacrifice, he has finally 
been honored in his home community. 

Cortlandt officials, veterans and 
friends, family and classmates of U.S. 
Army Pvt. Henry Bethea gathered Sat-
urday on a cold, windswept afternoon 
at Steamboat Riverfront Park in Ver-
planck to dedicate a bench in the sol-
dier’s memory. Bethea, a 1967 Hendrick 
Hudson High School graduate and star 
athlete, was a paratrooper with the 82nd 
Airborne Division when he was killed in 
Vietnam on March 4, 1969, 18 days shy 
of his 21st birthday.

Bruce Fulgum, a high school class-
mate who called Bethea his best friend, 
had tried repeatedly over the years to 
raise money for a headstone for the sol-
dier’s grave at nearby Sunset Cemetery. 
Fulgum has also been a frequent visitor 
to the park and more recently spotted 
two other benches dedicated to soldiers. 
He thought that would be a fitting honor 
for Bethea.

By reaching out to friends and former 
classmates through social media last 
February, Fulgum was able to raise more 
than $5,000 for the cemetery headstone 
and the bench, which has a small plaque 
affixed to it with the words, “In Memory 
of Henry Bethea Killed in Vietnam” and 
his dates of birth and death. There will 
also be a small scholarship established 
in Bethea’s name at Hendrick Hudson, 
Fulgum said.

“We had so much fun here, I said let’s 
do something else, and I thought that this 
was the most appropriate thing,” Fulgum 

said. “People come here and sit here and 
have lunch at the new picnic tables and 
look at the stone for the veterans. They 
just might gander over and see this 
plaque in honor of this 20-year-old kid. 
Maybe it’ll just pass in their mind: What 
did he do? Why did he die so young?”

The ceremony featured a color guard, 
Veterans of Foreign War members from 
Verplanck and Peekskill and Chapter 21 
of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. 

There were also those who remem-
bered Bethea, a Purple Heart recipient, 
recalling the school’s most popular stu-
dent who took his responsibilities seri-
ously.

Retired Hendrick Hudson High School 
teacher and principal Gene Booth served 
as Bethea’s guidance counselor, helping 
him pursue college scholarships. Bethea 

accepted an offer to Garden State College 
in Kansas.

That’s why Bethea’s decision to leave 
college and enlist in the Army in 1968 
during the height of the Vietnam War 
was such a surprise to him and others in 
the community, Booth said. 

He said that Bethea and his brother, 
Rayfield, who attended Saturday’s cer-
emony, were the epitome of discipline, 
respect and manners. Booth recalled the 
time when Bethea returned to visit the 
school in his uniform.

“He was greeted by everyone as a hero 
returning to the scene of victory,” Booth 
said. “He relished it with his smiles and 
his quiet demeanor. The rest is history 
and that’s why we’re here today.”

Bethea came to Montrose and the 
Hendrick Hudson School District for 

eighth grade, said Cortlandt Supervisor 
Linda Puglisi. He and his brother were 
foster children, having been shuttled 
from home to home before adopted by 
Cleopatra and John Jones, and lived on 
Dutch Street.

A football, wrestling and track star, 
he graduated from Hendrick Hudson in 
1967. The previous fall he was the star 
running back for the 8-0 Sailors, the only 
unbeaten, untied football team in school 
history, said friend and classmate Jim 
Bell.

When graduates of the school who 
went into the military were sent off to Vi-
etnam, the entire community would pray 
for their safe return, Bell said. By the end 
of the war, there were five alums killed.

“Now it’s 47 years later and remember-
ing Henry still brings a smile to our fac-
es, but also a tear to our eyes,” Bell said.

On Bethea’s fourth day in Vietnam, he 
volunteered for a dangerous mission, go-
ing undercover in heavily infiltrated Viet 
Cong territory, Puglisi said. One day into 
the mission he stepped on a land mine 
and was killed.

“He was a very young man with his 
whole life ahead of him, but he sacrificed 
his life for all of us,” Puglisi said.

Bethea was eventually inducted into 
Hendrick Hudson’s Hall of Fame and 
had his #13 jersey retired, Fulgum said. 
There is also an Army photo of him at the 
school.

“He was the life of the party, the most 
popular kid in school, the best athlete,” 
Fulgum said. “I see his classmates and 
teammates here. They all loved him as 
much as I did.”

Cortlandt Honors Fallen Vietnam Hero with Bench Dedication

 Martin Wilbur photo
bruce Fulgum, right, and rayfield bethea, unveil the new park bench that was dedicated Saturday to 
henry bethea, rayfield’s brother, who was killed in Vietnam in 1969. 
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Zef Camaj, Brokerage Manager for Houl-
ihan Lawrence, recently welcomed three 
new Real Estate Salespersons to the team. 

Teena Von Elm is dedicated to client 
service and satisfaction that is unsur-
passed. With a professional, yet friendly 
approach, she helps her clients feel com-
fortable when buying or selling their next 
home. In addition to joining Houlihan 
Lawrence, she has extensive experience 
in graphic design and marketing. Teena 
utilizes innovative custom marketing, to 
create uniqueness and maximize property 
exposure, which is most effective in to-
day’s market. Whether buying a home, or 
selling a home, or both, Teena will exceed 
your expectations and help you achieve 
your goals. Customer satisfaction is her #1 
priority. Call/Text Teena at 914.819.3931 

Rhett Marks Born and raised in North-
ern Westchester, Rhett shares his local 
knowledge and expertise. He loves the 
region for its stunning beauty, healthy 
lifestyle and easy access to hiking trails, 
parks, and an abundance of outdoor ac-
tivities. His strong work ethic and sharp 

focus elevates his every transaction to 
meet both seller and buyer needs. Rhett 
also has a passion for staging and decor, 
helping sellers showcase their homes in 
the best possible light. Rhett current-
ly resides in Cortlandt, where he was 
born and raised. He attended Westch-
ester Community College with a major 
in Business Administration. Call/Text 
Rhett at 914.382.4476 

Michael Torsiello is a dedicated and 
creative agent who is highly professional 
and knowledgeable with years of experi-

ence in sales, marketing and client rela-
tions. Michael comes from the Madi-
son Square Garden Company where he 
worked in the New York Rangers front of-
fice as the Hockey Operations Associate. 
Michael later moved on to work with the 
New York Knicks and their minor league 
affiliate the Westchester Knicks where he 
was a top producing sales associate for 
the team’s inaugural season.  Michael is 
well versed in the latest technology and 
communication tools. He excels in his 
ability to market via social media with 

a Twitter following of over 5,000 follow-
ers and an Instagram following just shy 
of 2,000 followers. His infatuation with 
architecture and ability to get a deal done 
in the utmost professional manner led 
him to the real estate industry.  Call/Text 
Michael at 845.598.1196 

about Houlihan lawrence
Built upon 125 years of family tradi-

tion, Houlihan Lawrence, the leading 
brokerage in New York City’s northern 
suburbs, is committed to exceeding ex-
pectations in every aspect of the real 
estate process. The firm today serves 
over 90 communities with 30 offices and 
1,300+ agents, leveraging global partners 
on six continents and in 56 countries. 
The company ranks in the top 20 of all 
brokerages nationally and achieved a to-
tal sales volume of $5.4 billion in 2015. 
For more information visit: http://www.
houlihanlawrence.com.

 Houlihan Lawrence’s Yorktown Bro-
kerage serves the towns of Yorktown, 
Cortlandt, Peekskill, Putnam Valley, Ma-
hopac and Carmel.

Three New Realtors Join Houlihan Lawrence, Yorktown Brokerage 

Teena Von Elm Rhett Marks Michael Torsiello 
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Route 1
tIMe StReet CRoSS-StReet
08:45AM	 CURRY	 WEATHERBY
08:55AM	 CURRY	 DREW	LA
09:05AM	 DOUGLAS	DR	 HOLMES	CT
09:10AM	 DOUGLAS	DR	 WHITMAN	RD
09:15AM	 MUIR	CT	
09:20AM	 WHITMAN	RD	 POPLAR	ST
09:30AM	 FOREST	CT	 SYCAMORE	LA
09:40AM	 POPLAR	ST	 SHIELA	CT
09:50AM	 DEERHAUNT	ST	 SOMERSTON	RD
09:55AM	 CORDIAL	RD	 RAVENCREST
10:00AM	 CURRY	ST	 RAVENCREST	RD
10:05AM	 CURRY	ST	 STONELEIGH
10:10AM	 HITCHING	POST	LA	
10:15AM	 LONDON	RD	 LILY	CT
10:20AM	 SMITH	RD	 BONNIE	CT
10:30AM	 WHARTON	RD	 LONDON	RD
10:35AM	 WHARTON	RD	 RADCLIFFE	DR
10:40AM	 QUINLAN	ST	 RADCLIFFE	DR
10:45AM	 LUELLA	ST	 MEAD	ST
10:50AM	 MEAD	ST	 QUINLAN	ST
10:55AM	 QUINLAN	ST	 OGDEN	RD
11:05AM	 HICKORY	ST	 HEMLOCK	ST
11:10AM	 HICKORY	ST	 CORDING	RD
11:20AM	 STERLING	TER	 FARM	WALK	RD
11:25AM	 ESSEX	FELLS	 FARMWALK	RD
11:35AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 LOCKSLEY	RD
11:40AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 SHARON	LA
11:45AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 SPRINGHURST	CT
11:50AM	 DEERFIELD	AVE	 HEATHERCREST	DR
11:55AM	 HEATHERCREST	DR	 GARTH	CT
12:00PM	 CECILE	DR	 SHARON	LA
12:10PM	 MEADOWCREST	CT	 MEADOWCREST	DR
12:15PM	 MEADOWCREST	DR	 FERNCREST	DR
12:20PM	 SADDLE	RIDGE	RD	 BOSTON	CT
12:25PM	 CROMPOND	SCHOOL	 MANOR	ST
12:30PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:40PM	 FREYERS	FLORIST	
1:50PM	 STRANG	BLVD	 BARBERRY	RD
1:55PM	 FOX	MEADOW	CT	 STRANG	BLVD
2:00PM	 WENDELL	LA	 CARR	CT
2:05PM	 LARKSPUR	ST	 FERRIS	PL
2:10PM	 FERRIS	PL	 DENBY	DR
2:15PM	 FOX	MEADOW	RD	 LARKSPUR	ST
2:20PM	 HOLLY	RD	 DENBY	DR
2:25PM	 LORETTA	ST	 LESTER	RD
2:30PM	 DARNLEY	PL	 LESTER	RD
2:40PM	 GRANVILLE	CT	 *
2:45PM	 PARK	LA	 MOHANSIC	AVE
2:50PM	 SHERRY	DR	 ELLEN	LA
2:55PM	 ELLEN	LA	 MARK	RD
3:00PM	 MARK	RD	 EDCRIS	RD

3:05PM	 EDCRIS	RD	 EDWARD	LA
3:10PM	 EDWARD	LA	 LELAND	DR
3:15PM	 WALTER	RD	 MARK	RD
3:20PM	 WILLIAMS	CT	 *
3:25PM	 WILKENS	FRUIT	&	FIR	FARM	

Route 2
tIMe StReet CRoSS-StReet
9:00AM	 YORKRIDGE	APTS	 ROCHAMBEAU
9:20AM	 FRENCH	HILL	RD	 UNDERHILL	AVE
9:30AM	 HEIGHTS	DR	 MORNINGVIEW	DR
9:35AM	 HEIGHTS	DR	 WESTVIEW
9:50AM	 HAYES	DR	 WINSLOW	DR
10:00AM	 RUSTIC	RIDGE	
10:1OAM	 BRIDGE	POINTE	LA	
10:20AM	 HUNTERBROOK	RD	 WILSON	RD
10:30AM	 HUNTERBROOK	RD	 OLD	LOGGING	RD
10:40AM	 BAPTIST	CHURCH	RD	HUNTERBROOK	RD
10:50AM	 BAPTIST	CHURCH	RD	BALDWIN	RD
11:00AM	 GAMBELLI	DRIVE	 *
11:15AM	 ILLINGTON	RD	 GRANT	LA
11:20AM	 ILLINGTON	RD	 ESTATE	DR
11:30AM	 CHADEAYNE	RD	 LOG	CHURCH
11:35AM	 SYSKA	RD	 CHADEAYNE	RD
11:45AM	 ERIN	LA	 PINESBRIDGE	RD
11:55AM	 CROW	HILL	RD	 CROW	HILL	PATH
12:00PM	 SPRING	MEADOW	RD	 SPRING	POND	RD
12:05PM	 SPRING	POND	RD	 SPRING	HILL	RD
12:15PM	 BIRDSALL	RD	 JEROME	RD
12:25PM	 SIDNEY	CT	
12:35PM	 CHATHAM	LA	 WELLINGTON	RD
12:40PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 CARTER’S	GROVE
12:45PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 PETER	PRATT’S	INN
12:50PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 WHITEHORSE	LN
12:55PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:55PM	 MCKEEL	ST	 REVERE	DR
2:00PM	 RUTLEDGE	DR	 PICKENS	CT
2:05PM	 CHESTNUT	CT	 TROUT	BROOK	DR
2:10PM	 PINE	BROOK	RD	 HEATHER	CT
2:15PM	 PINE	BROOK	RD	 OLD	 COUNTRY	
WAY
2:20PM	 CAROLINA	RD	 GEORGIA	ST
2:25PM	 INDIANA	AVE	 CALIFORNIA	RD
2:30PM	 CALIFORNIA	 EDGEWOOD	ST
2:35PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 MONTROSS	RD
2:40PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 HUDSON	RD
2:45PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 MOSEMAN	RD
2:50PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 RICHARD	PL
2:55PM	 MAXWELL	DR	 MOSEMAN	RD
3:00PM	 UNDERHILL	AVE	 HIGHBROOK	ST
3:10PM	 HALYAN	RD	 LONGVUE	ST
3:15PM	 FRIENDS	RD	 EDGEWATER	ST
3:20PM	 UNDERHILL	APTS	 SOUTH	LOT

Route 3
tIMe StReet CRoSS-StReet
8:45AM	 BEAVER	RIDGE	APTS	ALLAN	AVE
9:00AM	 BRETON	C	T	 ALLAN	AVE
9:05AM	 ALLAN	AVE	 ETNA	PL
9:10AM	 ALLAN	AVE	 BALDWIN	RD
9:20AM	 YORK	FARM	ESTATES	 BALDWIN	RD
9:30AM	 DOGWOOD	DR	 FIELDSTONE	CT
9:40AM	 GIORDANO	DR	 BLOSSOM	CT
9:45AM	 GIORDANO	DR	 GLENROCK	ST
9:50AM	 COUNTRY	HOUSE	 BALDWIN	RD
10:10AM	 LAVOIE	CT	 BALDWIN	RD
10:20AM	 VIEWLAND	DR	 VISTA	CT
10:30AM	 MADISON	CT	 *
10:40AM	 HAWTHORNE	DR	 LORING	PL
10:45AM	 LORING	PL	 YORKHILL	RD
10:55AM	 HILLTOP	RD	 ROUTE	202
11:05AM	 ELIZABETH	RD	 RIDGE	ST
11:15AM	 RIDGE	ST	 WAVERLY	CT
11:20AM	 WAVERLY	RD	 BARRY	CT
11:25AM	 WAVERLY	RD	 COLONIAL
11:35AM	 BARWAY	DR	 GOMER	ST
11:40AM	 BARWAY	DR	 GRANITE	 SPRINGS	
RD
11:45AM	 DUNNING	DR	 GRANITE	 SPRINGS	
RD
11:50AM	 HEDWIG	DR	 ALDEN	RD
12:00PM	 HYATT	ST	 GARY	RD
12:05PM	 GREGORY	ST	 GRANITE	 SPRINGS	
RD
12:10PM	 SARA	CT	 *
12:20PM	 BENJAMIN	BLVD	 PINTREE	PL
12:30PM	 GREENWOOD	ST	 BROOKSIDE	AVE
12:35PM	 BROOKSIDE	AVE	 LANDMARK	CT
12:40PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:40PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 WINDMILL	CT
1:45PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 SUNRISE	ST
1:50PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 SARLES	DR
1:55PM	 QUAKER	CHURCH	RD	 GRANITE	 SPRINGS	
RD
2:00PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 CHRISTOPHER	CT
2:05PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 OSLO	DR
2:10PM	 OSLO	DR	 FARSUND	DR
2:15PM	 FARSUND	DR	 EVERGREEN	ST
2:20PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 LODER	RD
2:25PM	 TRELAWN	ST	 WHIPORWILL	ST
2:35PM	 VAN	CORTLANDT	CIR	 PARKER	LA
2:50PM	 FOUNTAIN	CT	 FISHERPOND	RD
2:55PM	 SULTANA	DR	 SABER	CT
3:00PM	 LAUREL	CT	 HAMBLYN	ST
3:10PM	 VETERANS	RD	 COMMERCE	ST

Candy Cane Run in Yorktown
     Santa will be making his rounds handing out candy canes with the Yorktown Heights Engine Company #1 on Sunday December 11 

th (rain date Dec. 18) Visit the departments web page at www.yorktownfire.com for the schedule of Santa’s stops.  

conversations and presentations at public 
meetings, the Village website and social 
media. 

“Our community deserves a safe, wel-
coming intersection, and today we do not 
have one. A roundabout will improve traf-
fic flow, increase pedestrian safety, and en-
courage people to spend more time in our 
downtown business area,” said Ossining 
Mayor Victoria Gearity. “And in terms of 
the environment and sustainability, it will 

preserve and even increase green space 
and decrease the emissions which occur at 
conventional traffic light intersections.” 

“As we work to improve the function of 
NYS Routes 9 and 133, which cut through 
our village, this can be a step in partner-
ing with Department of Transportation 
(DOT), as well as a foundation to apply for 
grant funding that will further enhance the 
local downtown economy in the Village of 
Ossining,” she added.

As the engineers develop construction 
documents, village officials will be reach-

ing out to organizations and stake-holders 
in the community to consider how the 
roundabout design can best enhance the 
local economy and character of the down-
town.

Anyone looking for more information 
can view the current design documents on 
the Village website; view the November 16 
Board meeting on YouTube; call the Village 
Office at (914) 941-3554; or email Mayor 
Victoria Gearity at gearity@villageofossi-
ning.org or Interim Village Manager Paul 
Fraioli at pfraioli@villageofossining.org.  

Board Instructs Engineer to Design Roundabout 
Continued from page 6

Obituaries
Mary E. (Magai) Mutter of Concordia, 
Monroe Twp., NJ, three children, Jeffrey 
W. Mutter and his wife Marilyn of Severna 
Park, MD, Kathryn A. Manning and her 
husband Joe of Colfax, CA, and Barbara L. 
Elsworth and her husband Wayne of Lev-
eret, MA; one brother, William Mutter and 
his wife Dale of Parsippany, NJ; six grand-
children, Andrew Manning, Sara Meyers 
and her husband Drew, Brian Manning, 
Kendra Chenowith and her husband Bry-
an, Gregory Mutter, and Maddie Manning; 
one great-granddaughter, Hadley Meyers, 
and many other extended family members. 

Continued from page 6

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878
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The Chophouse Grille
Steak    Seafood    Bar    Lounge

‘Tis The Season

Book Your
Holiday 

Party
Today!

www.thechophousegrille.com

(845)-628-8300
957 Route 6 

Mahopac, NY 10541
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

Residential & Commercial Cell:  914-522-2076

For many years, I’ve had the pleasure of sharing
the great joys and challenges of home ownership
as I’ve written on these pages as 
“The Home Guru.”   

At the same time, as a Realtor, I’ve met and worked
with many buyers and sellers who have come to 
rely on my knowledge and experience when
it comes time to take that big step which
for most of us is life’s biggest investment.

If it’s that time for you, rely on the
Guru for utmost attention to detail.
To know more, visit:
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com.

Better yet, call me. 
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By Neal Rentz
The Somers Town Board is moving 

forward with Supervisor Rick Morris-
sey’s proposed $8.9 million budget that 

meets the state-mandated property tax 
cap.

The proposed tax levy increase is 
1.47 percent and the proposed tax rate 

would rise by 1.35 percent. The proposed 
spending plan includes no layoffs or ma-
jor program cuts or additions, Morrissey 
has said. 

There were no major changes to his 
original budget plan since he introduced 
it, Morrissey said.  “The bottom line does 
not change,” he said.

The main issue the town board will 
decide before voting on the 2017 budget 
on Dec. 8 is whether to purchase an elec-
tric or hybrid vehicle for town use that 
would qualify for a $5,000 New York 
State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSRDA) grant. During the 
public hearing on the proposed budget 
at the Dec. 1 town board meeting, Di-
rector of Finance Robert Kehoe said the 
board could choose to buy a hybrid vehi-
cle that gets 50 miles per battery charge 
that would cost the town a net of about 
$25,000 after the grant was factored in. 
Another option would be to purchase a 
hybrid vehicle, he said.

Michael Blum, chair of the Som-
ers Energy Environment Committee, 
said for the town to qualify for a sepa-
rate NYSERDA grant the board would 
need to purchase an electrical vehicle. 
A Nissan Leaf electrical SUV would cost 
$26,000 with the $5,000 grant included 
in the payment, Blum said. “It’s all elec-

tric,” he said.
The board did not decide on what type 

of vehicle to purchase last week. Morris-
sey said the town needed to do addition-
al research prior to the Dec. 8 meeting.

Best Plumbing requests denied
Also at the Dec. 1 meeting, the town 

board voted 4-0 to deny a series of re-
quests from Best Plumbing. Morrissey 
recused himself from the vote.

Best Plumbing owner Jonas Weiner 
was seeking approval from the town 
board to allow it to have its showroom 
open on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
conduct supply sales and pickups on Sat-
urdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and to re-
move the truck activity restriction which 
bans truck traffic at the site from 7:40 to 
8:15 a.m.

Best Plumbing is located on the north-
erly side of Goldens Bridge Road (Route 
138), directly opposite John F. Kennedy 
High School.

During the Nov.10 public hearing 
none of the several residents who partici-
pated spoke in favor of the Best Plumb-
ing’s requests, expressing concern about 
such issues as increased traffic and po-
tential safety risks, particularly for John 
F. Kennedy High School students and 
parents who drive their children to the 
campus. 

Board Moving Forward with Budget; Denies Best Plumbing’s Requests

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

RE-ELECT LOUIS MASTRO
YORKTOWN 

FIRE COMMISSIONER
 VOTE

DECEMBER 13TH, 2016 
AT YORKTOWN HEIGHTS 

ENGINE CO. # 1
1916 COMMERCE ST. 

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY
6PM TO 9PM

Cortlandt Teen Achieves Eagle Scout
nicholas robert Merando, 16, worked on the Jacobs hill trail in the town of  cortlandt for his 
eagle Scout project. he utilized the downed trees and help from his troop 45 in Van cortlandtville 
to improve an 1/8 of  a mile walking trail. nicholas cut back brush, raked leaves and sticks, he 
defined the path with small downed trees and Dependable tree Service donated wood chips for 
him to place along the path. on July 20, he had is board of  review. nicholas had his eagle court 
of  honor on Sunday, october 2. nicholas is an 11th grader at Walter panas high School and 
a student in the boceS culinary program in yorktown. he is a member of  the lakeland-panas 
combined rebels cross country track team and the track and Field team. pictured with nicholas 
(left) are Mary Jean Merando (mom), Jonathan Merando (12-year-old brother) and robert J. 
Merando (Dad).
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PIZZA

914-739-5237
Open 7 Days  Order Online Using Grubhub.com

Dine-in  Take-out  Free Delivery  Catering  By The Slice. . . .
Special #1-$20.95

Large Pie-2 Liter Soda
Garlic Knots- 

Baked Ziti

Special #2-$21.95
Large Pie-2 Liter Soda
Garlic Knots- Grilled

Chicken Salad

Sunday Takeout 
Special  $20.00

20 Wings-1 Large 
Cheese Pie

Downtown Yorktown Aglow with Holiday Spirit

photoS by Michael Giuliano 
Santa claus (Supervisor Michael Grace) had 
many helpers at annual holiday lights parade in 
yorktown Saturday.
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By David Propper
itting side by side during a forum in 

White Plains last week were Drug Crisis in 
Our Backyard co-founder and Mahopac 
resident Steve Salomone and United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of New 
York Preet Bharara.

Salomone, the co-executive director of the 
organization, said while he never expected 
to one day sit next to a law enforcement of-
ficial of Bharara’s stature, he’s glad the push 
to raise awareness and solutions to combat 
the drug scourge in the area has gotten the 
attention of the federal government.

“We’ve been working on a local level for 
a long time and to have the support of the 
U.S. attorney has been terrific,” Salomone 
said. “It’s been helpful.”

Salomone and Bharara were joined by a 
drug addiction doctor and drug enforce-
ment agent at Pace Law School in White 
Plains last Thursday to discuss how serious 
the drug problem is in the area and what 
can be done to stop it. Each speaker offered 
a different perspective, with Salomone pro-
viding the most emotional and personal 
one.

Drug Crisis in Our Backyard was found-
ed by 2012 by the Salomones of Mahopac 
and the Christiansens of Somers after both 
families lost a son to a drug overdose. 

Bharara said during his remarks that peo-
ple across the country are dying from opi-
oid abuse every day and each one of those 
deaths have devastated a family and a com-
munity “and it’s only getting worse.”

Since 1999, opioid deaths have nearly 
quadrupled, according to the Center for 
Disease Control and overdoses are now the 
top cause of accidental deaths in America, 
Bharara noted. 

Bharara said his office has the drug prob-
lem at the top of its agenda and the office is 
doing everything it can to shut down every 
unlawful distribution of prescription pills 
and hard drugs. That includes prosecuting 
doctors, pharmacists and dealers, Bharara 
said. 

The federal office is also beginning to 
coordinate with local police departments 
every time there is an overdose death in that 

certain community, in hopes of discover-
ing the dealer that led to that fatality. Every 
overdose death should be treated as a poten-
tial crime scene, he added.

“If you are a coldhearted dealer, not an 
addict, but a dealer who peddles poison to 
people after learning about overdoses from 
your drugs,” Bharara said. “We’re going to 
come after you, hard.”

Salomone talked about his late son Justin 
and his struggle with drugs that led to his 
death in 2011. Salomone reminded people 
that even though Justin was a drug addict, 
he had many other positive qualities. Salo-

mone also said his family was a standard 
American family that did all the right things, 
but noted Justin was always a little different. 
While a loving kid, he had issues adapting to 
social situations from a young age and han-
dling pressure situations.

When Salomone first discovered Justin at 
16 was using marijuana, Salomone admit-
ted he and his wife should have come down 
harder on him. From there, Justin contin-
ued to escalate his drug use with harder 
drugs, including cocaine, Percocet and Ox-
yContin. Once he reached Marist College, 
it got worse and later onto his work career, 

Salomone said Justin continued to suffer 
from addiction. Salomone said he tried to 
mentor him, even hiring him into the com-
pany he was working for because Salomone 
thought Justin needed to be on a “straight 
arrow path.” 

He realizes now that he and his wife didn’t 
approach it the right way.

“I wish I realize now that my son was ill 
and that I could have helped him,” Salomone 
said. “Most people will admit that there is a 
problem in their community. Most parents 
will not admit that this problem may be in 
their own home.”

Mahopac Resident Joins U.S. Attorney at Drug Forum 

Progressive Animal Hospital
Dr. Andrew Frishman

149 Route 202 & Lovell St. Somers, NY 10589
www.progressive-vet.com

914-248-6220

Progressive Animal Hospital
Holiday Savings!

 Free 30 days of 
Pet Insurance 

with next Exam!

10% off your 
Pet’s Dentistry 

now until X-mas

$35 Microchip - 
with Technician 

and includes 
Registration
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(in office only)

Progressive Animal Hospital
Dr. Andrew Frishman

149 Route 202 & Lovell St. Somers, NY 10589
www.progressive-vet.com

914-248-6220

Progressive Animal Hospital
Holiday Savings!

 Free 30 days of 
Pet Insurance 

with next Exam!

10% off your 
Pet’s Dentistry 

now until X-mas

$35 Microchip - 
with Technician 

and includes 
Registration

Progressive Animal Hospital
Dr. Andrew Frishman

149 Route 202 & Lovell St. Somers, NY 10589
www.progressive-vet.com

914-248-6220

Progressive Animal Hospital
Holiday Savings!

 Free 30 days of 
Pet Insurance 

with next Exam!

10% off your 
Pet’s Dentistry 

now until X-mas

$35 Microchip - 
with Technician 

and includes 
Registration



December 6 - December 12,  2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

RESIDENCES

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, 
set on 55-acres with captivating views 
of a shimmering lake and protected 
woodlands. Choose from luxurious 1, 2 
or 3 bedroom homes with large master 
suites, hardwood floors, generous closets 
and more. Swim. Workout. Entertain. 
Relax. You can get used to this. 

3

By Neal Rentz
While there are other studios to 

learn dance and gymnastic skills and 
take part in fitness programs, the new 
Evolution Arco & Tumble in Yorktown 
has something the others do not have – a 
small space and personal attention. 

The new roughly 1,000-square-foot 
business opened on Monday in the 
Underhill Plaza shopping center. 

Arco s the acrobatic arts that includes 
a dance element and there are Arco 
competitions.

The facility may be new, but the 
industry is not new to owner Sue Solazzo 
of Yorktown, who also owns the Epic 
Dance Center in Mahopac. Solazzo said 
she decided to open Evolution Arco 
“based upon on the needs that I see 
with my dancers and competitive dance 
teams.”

The manager of the new business is 
Putnam Valley resident Stephanie Bowe, 
a certified gymnastics coach. Bowe’s 
daughter, Kylee, has been a dancer and 
gymnast. 

“We put our heads together and 
realized that there was really a lack of a 
couple of things locally,” Solazzo said. 
Some of the programs Evolution Arco 

offers that other similar facilities do not 
include small “Mommy and Me” classes 
for babies and their moms “in a nice 
contained space; nothing huge,” she said. 
“We wanted to find something a little 
more mom and pop, family-friendly, 
(and) small.” 

The facility allows dancers to take 
classes on such skills as aerials and back 
handsprings without having to commit 
to a full gymnastics curriculum, Solazzo 

said. “My dancers are very busy, they take 
a lot of classes, but they want to improve 
their acrobatic technique. So this would 
be a facility they could come to and take 
shorter sessions,” she explained. 

Evolution Arco provides programs 
for all ages, from as young as babies 18 
months old taking classes with their 
mothers or care giver to learn basic 
tumbling skills and group activities, 
Bowe said.. Aside from classes, the 

facility also offers open gym times for 
youths and there is yoga, fitness and 
other programs provided for adults. 

Customers of the new business pay 
based on the number of classes or 
sessions they want, Solazzo said. 

The size of the new facility allows for 
more individualized instruction, Solazzo 
stressed. “There’s a lot of interaction 
between the teacher and the students,” 
she said. 

Solazzo said she wanted the public 
to become familiarized with her new 
business. “We are an option,” she 
said. “If you come to Evolution you’re 
going to see a lot of progress with your 
child.”

Solazzo said one of the reasons for the 
name of the new facility was in keeping 
with a major portion of its mission. “You 
would start as a crawler and go all the 
way to a teen or an adult who is basically 
perfecting these very, very intricate 
advanced moves. It’s an evolution.” 

Evolution Arco & Tumble is located 
at 1877 Commerce St., in the Underhill 
Plaza shopping center in Yorktown. For 
more information, call 914-962-3220, 
send an e-mail to info@evolutionacro.com 
or visit evolutionarco.com. 

Evolution arco & Tumble 
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

neal rentz photo
 evolution arco & tumble opened in yorktown on Monday, Dec. 5. .Shown above is yorktown resident Sue 
Solazzo, the owner, right, and putnam Valley resident Stephanie bowe, the facility’s manager
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Happy Holidays!

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541 845-628-3447
www.aljanjewelersltd.com

“Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler Since 1975”

Stories we share
Every story has a bead

Join us for a Trollbeads
Holiday Trunk Show!

December 8 - 10

Special promotions

ALJAN JEWELERS
54 MILLER ROAD, MAHOPAC, NY 10541

845-628-3447

Stories we share
Every story has a bead

Join us for a Trollbeads
Holiday Trunk Show!

December 8 - 10

Special promotions

ALJAN JEWELERS
54 MILLER ROAD, MAHOPAC, NY 10541

845-628-3447

Stories we share
Every story has a bead

Join us for a Trollbeads
Holiday Trunk Show!

December 8 - 10

Special promotions

ALJAN JEWELERS
54 MILLER ROAD, MAHOPAC, NY 10541

845-628-3447

Join us for a Trollbeads 
HOLIDAY TRUNK SHOW! DEC. 8-10

Extraordinary Event!
  Trollbeads is supplying over 1000 new beads-3 Days ONLY

  FREE BRACELET 
with a purchase of a clasp

  BUY THREE BEADS AND GET ONE FREE
    Join Us for Bubbly and Beads! 5 to 8 pm

Friday December 9th 

Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Stru� oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats • Everything Baked on Premises!
www.cafepiccolobakery.com • Instagram @cafe_piccolo

Cortlandt 
Farm Market

Open 7 Days a Week • April-December
2267 Crompond Rd. • Cortlandt Manor

914-739-0686

Apple Cider
Donuts

Pies 
Loaf Cakes

FRUIT
BASKETS

Call for our 
Extended

Holiday Hours

Premium Cut
Christmas Trees
Custom Wreaths

(Decorated &
Undecorated)
Pointsettias 

Roping
Cemetery Pieces

(handmade on premises)

Celebrating 
40 Years
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Happy Holidays!

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

1821 E. Main St
Rt 6 Mohegan Lake 
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Merry Christmas  
from 

Anthony and Pat

Sponsor a Local Family 
this Winter Holiday Season

All recipients are from
Westchester & Lower Putnam County

To sponsor a family visit us at:
Hidden Treasures & Donation Center

1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts. NY 10598
Or Call Donna at: 914-490-3966

Email Address: 
yorktownloveinaction@gmail.com 

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday Dec. 19th Open 10:00-9:00

Merry Christmas  

and Happy Holidays  

from everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary --
with Your Choice of Passbook or Statement Savings!

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no inter-
est paid on balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of September 6, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank 
BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank 
account.  Maximum deposit amount is $3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance 
for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the 
bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the 
lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical 
example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2017 
anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - PASSBOOK-STATEMENT-BONUS - EFF DATE 9-6-16.indd   1 9/6/2016   3:16:45 PM

Santa and Carolers Help Light Christmas Tree in Cortlandt

photoS by ricK pezzullo
the holiday season was ushered in cortlandt thursday evening at Mongero Veterans park on route 6 and locust avenue. 
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NEW INVENTORY DAILY * COME IN & BROWSE & SAVE $$

WE SANDBLAST – PRIME – PAINT 

– AND POWDER COAT – 50' ROOM
M-F 7:30-4:30 SAT: 8-12

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT

800-560-3317 LOGANSTEEL.COM

LARGEST SELF-SERVICE BARGAIN 

BARN IN THE NORTHEAST

Catering to: Farmers  Welders  Artists  Contractors  ♦ ♦ ♦

 Sculpters  Handy Men  Students  Men & Women ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 Do-It-Yourselfers..... Since 1972♦

♦ Sq & Rec Tube
♦ Pipe-Angles
♦ Beams-Sheet
♦ Plate-Channel
♦ Grip Strut
♦ Exp. Metal

10 lbs – 1,000,000 lbs

Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,
 Aluminum, Galvanized

Flats * Rounds * Squares * Hexes * Cold Rolled 
* H.R.

LOGAN *CESCO STEEL COMPANY

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MERIDEN, CT & TORRINGTON, CT
800-560-3317          LOGANSTEEL.COM

WE SANDBLAST - PRIME - PAINT
AND POWDER COAT

u Decking Special Aluminum 
Diamond Plate Mirror

Finish 18 Gauge 48 x 96 $75.00
Carbon Steel, Stainless Steel,

Aluminum, Galvanized
Flats *Rounds *Squares 

*Hexes Cold Rolled *H.R. * Bars

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

We Have 
Expanded 

to Rockland 
County!#-H-12519-07-23-00

The most interesting aspect of my re-
cent move to a new residence was the 
discovery of an old footlocker in the at-
tic that had been locked for 45 years and 
never opened. I had lost the key and had 
to ask a locksmith to open it.  

Its contents, which I had for-
gotten over the years, were the 
magazine and newspaper clip-
pings where I had achieved 
public relations placements in 
my early career. Most fascinat-
ing among those findings were 
clippings about a major hous-
ing study that I was assigned to 
promote. (Who knew that I was 
involved in real estate all those 
years before I became a realtor?)

The study was conducted by the 
design firm founded by that great-
est of all industrial designers, Ray-
mond Loewy. Its objective was to deter-
mine the preferences of men and women 
in choosing housing and the differences 
between the sexes in what they sought in a 
home. It was sponsored by a consortium of 
housing material manufacturers.

The study seems to have had enough 
impact to warrant significant attention 
by both The New York Times and Time 
magazine. In combing through the in-
formation provided, I found that much 
has changed in the last half-century, but 

some things remained constant.
One of the most comprehensive stud-

ies of its type at the time, the national 
survey involved 2,500 respondents in 
their homes. For new home prospects, 
the interviews were conducted before, 

during and after visits to dif-
ferent types of properties and 
model homes.

It was the first major study to 
analyze the difference between 
men and women in the way 

they regard homes and housing. 
It found model homes failed to 
fulfill the expectations and de-
sires of would-be purchasers, 
but for different reasons. Wom-
en registered greater general 
disappointment than men, wor-
ried that the home would fail to 
meet their standards in raising 

children.
Remember, this was 50 years ago, be-

fore we had open floor plans. In those 
days, kitchens were walled off almost as 
though they were undesirable places. In 
the ensuing years, kitchens have opened 
to dining rooms, family rooms and/or 
playrooms where mothers and children 
can interact easily.

Men, on the other hand, saw the new 
dwelling as failing to serve the major 
masculine needs, identified at that time 

as ways to express individuality, protec-
tion of personal privacy and the display 
of possessions and the family. Discontent 
among women was directed at particu-
lar rooms and functions – the kitchen, 
entrance and recreation room – while 
men reacted to specific features and were 
more permissive of many general faults.  

The findings showed the point of great-
est husband-wife agreement occurred at 
the earliest stages of married life and fam-
ily formation, while agreement waned sig-
nificantly as the family matured.  

Divergent as their motivations may have 
been when considering such factors as 
children, individuality, use of time, invest-
ment, possessions and socializing, it was 
concluded that to buy housing, husbands 
and wives must come to reasonable agree-
ment about what they want. This agree-
ment, it was found, gave greatest weight 
to children, privacy and convenience. The 
concern for children, their health, security, 
social and educational opportunities, came 
first with both genders until the children 
had grown and left home.  

Probably the biggest change since the 
study is the psychology of home buying. 
At that time, it was believed that wom-
en were more practical about housing, 
while males envisioned a dwelling that 
may have been less satisfactory than they 
imagined.

Another area that may have changed was 
the selection of favorite rooms. Fifty years 
ago, men were more favorably impressed 
by the foyer and kitchen, while women 
were not. At the time, men found that the 
entrance foyer would transfer a favorable 
impression as host and homeowner.  

There was general agreement between 
the sexes, however, in the living room 
and master bedroom/bath combination.  

At the time, women associated the 
kitchen with being more isolated and 
detached from family and guests, a sort 
of Siberia, while their preference for the 
master bedroom was a symbol of mar-
riage security where they could retreat 
when they wanted to be alone. It was also 
the room where they saw themselves as 
“pampered and desirable.”

One of the not-so-startling conclu-
sions of the study was that the purchase 
of a house was seen as a matriarchal 
move. When the husband decided to buy 
a house, the study noted, it was probably 
for the sake of his wife and children.

Probably the biggest change has been 
favorite rooms. Surely, the kitchen many 
times “sells” today’s home, particularly 
for women. As for men, they have fared 
pretty well in having their own space for 
individuality when you consider that the 
term “man cave” wasn’t in the discussion 
a half-century ago.

Housing Study, 50 Years Old, Shows Changes in Preferences

The 
Home 
Guru

By Bill Primavera
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Tuesday, Dec. 6
Social action Meeting:  Do you want 

to help the hungry and those in need in 
our area?  Do you have ideas for social 
action projects?  Come to the Social Ac-
tion committee meeting.  You can help 
whether you join the committee or not. 
The program is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Meet in the library at First Hebrew, 1821 
Main St., Peekskill, just west of the Beach 
Shopping Center.  For information call 
914-739-0500, e-mail fhc@firsthebrew.
org or visit www.firsthebrew.org.  

Elder law:  As a free public service, 
on Dec. 6, elder law attorneys Salvatore 
M. Di Costanzo and Jennifer L. Bien-
enstock of Plan Today for Tomorrow 
(PTFT), a law firm that focuses on elder 
law and special needs planning, will host 
an informative gathering of its own in 
its Northern Westchester office. Topics 
will include estate planning, wills, and 
Medicaid planning. Space for the Fire-
side Chat is limited to 15 attendees, with 
reservations accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For more information, 
those interested can call 914-245-2440 
or e-mail mharrison@mfd-law.com. 

Knitting and Kaballah: The Women’s 
Circle at Chabad of Yorktown will con-
clude its two part course on knitting at 
7:30 p.m. A professional instructor will 
teach the skills of using knitting tools 
properly, techniques to knit, purl, cast 
on, & bind off. No experience is neces-
sary. Knit for a loved one or donate to a 
good cause. The $25 fee includes materi-
als and needles. RSVP: www.ChabadY-
orktown.com or call 914-962-1111.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fit-

ness classes are being offered to seniors 
who reside in Peekskill. The schedule 
is: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – The 
WorkOut – 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall 
Prevention Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday 
– Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. Call 
Terri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 for 
more information. Classes are conduct-
ed at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs from the 
library.

video Game design: Video Game 
Design with Unity will be held from 6:15 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Somers Library. Video 
games are fun to play, but even more fun 
to make. Create a 3D video game with 
Unity, a powerful game engine. Utilize 
your imagination to create something 
that has never been done before. This 
program is designed for teens/tweens 
in grades six and up. Please sign up by 
calling 914-232-5717 or visiting  www.
somerslibrary.org.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 

bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 
First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.
org. 

Torah Studies: Chabad of Yorktown, 
2629 Old Yorktown Rd., is proud to an-
nounce Season one (11 classes) of the To-
rah studies course. The program brings 
you a series of stimulating text and dis-
cussion based classes that take place on 
a weekly basis. Our lessons will engage 
you in a multidimensional way by chal-
lenging you intellectually, spiritually 
and emotionally. They explore contem-
porary issues through a Torah perspec-
tive as well as tackling timeless questions 
in the Jewish tradition. The classes are 
open to all, whatever your level of learn-
ing may be. The fee for the full season is 
$36, which includes textbook. Each class 
is independent. For more information, 
to view the topics of the classes, or to 
register call 914-962-1111

Thursday, Dec. 8
Religion Classes: A class on Talmud 

and the Ethics of our Sages ae being held 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Feel free to come - and 
to bring a friend - even if you cannot 
commit to coming to class weekly. We 
always welcome new participants. We 
meet (almost) every Thursday in the 
social hall on Thursday mornings from 
10:30 a.m. to noon.  No knowledge of 
Hebrew is expected, and no particular 
depth of Jewish knowledge is assumed. 
Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjewish-
center.org.

death Cafe: Everything you wanted 
to know about death and dying is up 
for discussion over coffee, tea and des-
sert at this informal small group meet-
ing .at 7:30 p.m. at First Hebrew, 1821 
Main St., Peekskill. There is no religious 
slant or expected outcome. Participants 
can discuss practical, philosophical or 
spiritual aspects. Space is limited and 
RSVP is required.  Regardless of your re-
ligion or lack of it, please rsvp to rabbi@
firsthebrew.org or call 914-739-0500. 
Visit www.deathcafe.com and/or www.
firsthebrew.org

Wine With Weiner: Wine with Wein-
er will be held at 7:45 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Am, 203 Church Pl., Yorktown. 
Come to Beth Am for an informal con-
versation with the Jewish community 
on the issues that affect our lives. With 
welcoming wine (or other beverages 
people bring), Rabbi Weiner facilitates a 

fascinating “laid-back” discussion while 
bringing us closer as a Jewish commu-
nity. Congregants and non-congregants 
alike are invited to take this journey 
with our Rabbi. No previous knowledge 
is required, and all backgrounds are wel-
come. For information, please call our 
Rabbi at 962-7500 or e-mail him atrab-
biw@optonline.net

Friday, Dec. 9
Coloring For adults: It’s not just for 

kids, and it’s the latest craze. Join our 
adult coloring book club at the Somers 
Library Meetings will be held in the con-
ference room every Friday from 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Relax, color, and socialize 
for free. Materials are provided or you 
may bring your own color pencils and 
coloring books. Registration is not re-
quired. Info: 914 232 5717.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, 
hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second-floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315.

Holidays On The Hill:  County Exec-
utive Robert P. Astorino invites children 
of all ages to visit Westchester’s only pub-
lic holiday model train display during 
Holidays on the Hill, December week-
ends through Dec. 18 at Lasdon Park, 
Arboretum and Veterans Memorial in 
Somers. For the first time, the Lasdon 
main garden will be lit up with sparkling 
lights. Visitors can stroll through the 
garden as holiday music plays softly in 
the background. Visitors can also take 
tractor drawn wagon rides (weather 
permitting) that will lead to a magical 
festive light display in the woods. Santa 
will make appearances throughout the 
event to hear the wishes from children, 
young and old. The main house, deco-
rated for the season, will showcase the 
huge model train display, including the 
Polar Express and other trains chugging 
on a tiny Metro -North line from New 
York City to Katonah. Along the way, the 
trains pass famous landmarks, a Christ-
mas town, skyscrapers and winter land-
scapes, featuring miniatures of Santa, 
Rudolf, the Grinch, Peanuts and more. 
The library will present holiday movies 
and storytelling at various times. The 
dining room will be transformed into 
Santa’s home complete with a ginger-
bread house, Christmas tree and Santa 
himself, as well as Mrs. Claus (when 
she’s not baking cookies or wrapping 
gifts). The Garden Shop will be open for 

business, selling refreshments, poinset-
tias, Christmas trees, wreaths and gifts, 
featuring the work of local artists. Pro-
ceeds from the Christmas tree sales will 
go to homeless veterans. Holiday light 
show and wagon rides begin at 4 p.m. 
on each event day. Daytime admission 
(entry between noon and 3 p.m.) is $5 
for adults and $3 for children. After 3 
p.m. admission is $7 for adults and $5 
for children. Wagon rides are $5 per 
person. All children under 2 are admit-
ted free. Admission proceeds benefit the 
Lasdon glass house conservatory, now 
under construction. Go to the Friends 
of Lasdon Web site at www.lasdonpark.
org for Santa and storytelling hours. 
Holidays on the Hill is presented by 
Friends of Lasdon Park and Arboretum 
and co-sponsored by Prospero Nurs-
ery and Westfair Electric. Lasdon Park, 
Arboretum and Veterans Memorial is a 
Westchester County Park that is located 
on Route 35 in Somers. Go to parks.
westchestergov.com call 914-864-7268 
for more information.

Christmas Concert: Please join us at 
7 p.m. for our annual concert of joyful 
Christmas music at the Church of the 
Assumption in Peekskill.  Performers 
include internationally acclaimed so-
prano Mary Mancini, world renowned 
accordion virtuoso Mario Tacca and 
The Victor Lionti String Quartet. They’ll 
be performing your favorite Christmas 
hymns and carols, as well as stunning 
pieces from Bach, Vivaldi, Handel and 
Mozart. Tickets are $17 for Adults; $15 
for Seniors; $7 for children under 17.  
Light refreshments will be served after 
the concert in the Fr. Wilson Hall be-
neath the church.  For more information 
contact the Assumption Rectory at 914-
737-2071 or Gioia Productions at 914-
737-8872.

Temple Beth am Shabbat: Temple 
Beth Am will “opens its doors to all who 
enter” for Shabbat on Fridays at 8 p.m. 
Our modern Sabbath service has a spir-
itually engaging and warm feeling while 
following traditional modes. All are wel-
come to our friendly sacred space. Tem-
ple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. For more information, 
please call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or 
e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.net Tot 
Shabbat will precede the regular service 
at 5:30 p.m. tonight. Filled with move-
ment, music, and ruach (spirit), Rabbi 
Robbie and Rebbetzin Ellen help bring 
in the Shabbat with that special “Shab-
bat Spirit” followed by a Shabbat dinner. 
The only cost of the dinner is a Shabbat 
Shalom smile. To RSVP or for more in-
formation, please email Rebbetzin Ellen 
atRebbetzinEllen@gmail.com.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Jewish Center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services at 8 
p.m. and Sabbath services on Saturdays 
will be held at 9:15 a.m. on most Satur-
days, after the services Rabbi Sternstein 
conducts a learning session based on 
the Torah portion of the week.  Light 
refreshments are served and everyone 
is invited to join us as we share in the 
warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Saturday, Dec. 10
Putnam valley Shabbat Service:  

Looking for a modern Shabbat service 
steeped in Jewish tradition? Come to 
Temple Israel of Putnam Valley, a Con-
servative Egalitarian Synagogue situ-
ated on beautiful Lake Peekskill. Our 
inclusive, community-lead services start 
at 9:30am on Saturdays and are held in 
Hebrew and English. Enjoy a comfort-
able atmosphere where participation 
is appreciated, and afterwards stay for 
our delicious Kiddush lunch. Services 
are free; Family Memberships are $250 
per year and include High Holiday Serv-
ices. 140 Lake Drive in Lake Peekskill. 
For more information, visit or call (845) 
528-2305.

 Yorktown Shabbat Morning Serv-
ices: Chabad of Yorktown, 2926 Old 
Yorktown Rd., holds services on Satur-
day mornings. They are easy-to-follow 
services with Hebrew/English prayer 
books, a friendly environment and no 
affiliation is necessary. Kiddush lunch-
eon follows the services. Services begin 
at 10 a.m. For more information visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com  or call 914-
962-1111.

Ossining Farmers Market: The Os-
sining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is being held outdoors every Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of 
Spring and Main Streets. Customers old 
and new will find delicious produce, 
pasture-raised meat, poultry, and eggs, 
breads, baked goods, and much more. 
For a full list of our markets and ven-
dors, visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com.

Fund Raisers:  Fund raising events 
presented by the Peekskill Education 
Foundations to benefit educational pro-
grams in the Peekskill School District 
have been scheduled for this weekend 
at the Peekskill Clay Studios @ The Hat 
Factory, 1000 N. Division St. Pottery 
sales will be held on Dec. 10 and 11 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. A wine tasting will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Dec. 11. Tickets 
for the tasting purchased no later than 
Dec. 10 is $20 and can be purchased on 
line at 

www.peekskilleducationfoundation.
org. Tickets at the door are $25. 

Parade Of Champions: The Town 
of Somers is sponsoring a parade to 
honor Somers High School champion-
ship teams from 204 through this year 
at 2 p.m. The parade will be staged at the 
Somers Police Station and will march 
down Route 139 to the Somers High 
School athletic field where a ceremony 
will take place. Info: 914-277-3637.

Field library Exhibit: The Field Gal-
lery, which is located in the Field Li-
brary, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill, is proud 

to bring back celebrated New York Daily 
News photographer and Peekskill resi-
dent Charles Ruppmann. In this new 
exhibit - carefully curated from over 
3,000 archival photos, many seen for the 
first time. Ruppmann captures the citi-
zens of New York in a series of portraits 
unmatched in their striking complexity, 
clarity and mystery. Many of the photos 
are shown in their original, unedited 
formats with the News’ editors’  grease-
pencil mark-ups; some are photos-of-
photos, the original negatives having 
been stolen or lost from the archives. 
Join us for the opening reception on 
Dec. 10 from 2 to-5 p.m. The exhibit will 
be held through 22. Info: 914-737-1212 

or peekskill.org.
Yoga Program: Support Connection 

announces a free program Yoga: A Path 
toward Wellness will be held on Dec. 
10, 17 and 31 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at 
Club Fit in Jefferson Valley. The program 
is open to people living with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancers. To 
learn more or to pre-register, which is 
required, call Support Connection at 
914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Shop and Play: The Grange for Life, 
Relay for Life team will be hosting a 
Shop and Play. This exciting and fun 
evening begins at 6:30p.m., shop our 
many vendors and then play bingo, 
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A One-Man Play of the holiday fa-
vorite movie It’s a Wonderful Life will be 
presented by Paramount Hudson Valley 
Arts on December 9 at 8 p.m. featuring 
Jeremy Kendall.

Audiences will be transported to Bed-
ford Falls and travel along George Bai-
ley’s iconic journey of discovery.  Actor 
Jeremy Kendall inhabits every role in this 
hilariously touching stage adaptation of 
the iconic holiday film It’s a Wonderful 
Life. George Bailey, Clarence, Mr. Potter, 
and the gang come to life as Kendall cre-
ates a heartwarming story about the ef-
fect one-hardworking man’s life have on 
the people around him.

This Wonderful Life is a centerpiece in 
the Paramount’s holiday family program-
ming. The play captures simple truths 
and the importance of family and friends 
and how one man can make a difference. 

The play was written by award win-
ning journalist and playwright Steve 
Murray who is s critic-in –residence for 
Arts Matter. 

Tickets range from $20 to $30 with 
special discounts for seniors, children 
and veterans.   

Paramount Hudson Valley Arts is a 
non –profit in residence at the historic 
Paramount Theater. For tickets & more 
information visit paramounthudson-
valley.com or call the box-office at 914-
739-0039. Paramount Hudson Valley is 
located at 1008 Brown Street in Peekskill.

 
about the film 

It’s a Wonderful Life is a 1946 Ameri-
can Christmas fantasy drama film pro-
duced and directed by Frank Capra, 
based on the short story “The Great-
est Gift”, which Philip Van Doren Stern 
wrote in 1939 and published privately 
in 1945. The film is now among the 
most popular in American cinema and 
because of numerous television show-
ings in the 1980s has become traditional 
viewing during the Christmas season.

It’s a Wonderful Life is one of the most 
acclaimed films ever made, praised par-
ticularly for its writing. It was nominated 
for five Academy Awards including Best 
Picture and has been recognized by the 
American Film Institute as one of the 
100 best American films ever made, plac-
ing number 11 on its initial 1998 greatest 
movie list, and number one on AFI’s list 
of the most inspirational American films 
of all time. Capra revealed that the film 
was his personal favorite among those he 
directed, adding that he screened it for 
his family every Christmas season.

about the Playwright
Steve Murray is an award-winning 

arts journalist and playwright, and his 
plays, including Hungry to Bed, Rescue 
& Recovery, Mileage and This Passion 
Thing, have been produced internation-
ally. This Wonderful Life, his take on the 

Frank Capra film, has been one of the 
most frequently produced scripts in the 
country since its premiere at Portland 
Center Stage in 2005. He received a 2010 
Tanne Foundation Arts Award. Murray 
is critic-in-residence for Art Matters, an 
arts journalism project organized by the 
Macon Arts Alliance and Mercer Uni-
versity’s Center for Collaborative Jour-
nalism.

Paramount Hudson Valley Arts to Present ‘This Wonderful Life ‘
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aCROSS
1. Part of ATV
4. Group overseeing fed. property
7. Agt. Mulder’s employer
10. The Princess and the ___
11. Paul of politics
12. Footed vase
13. Pudding ingredient
15. “The show must go on” singer, 
first name
16. Entertainer Ed would buy 
insurance at this
Mahopac agency
18. Figurative use of a word
20. Catch some Zs (with “off”)
21. Wrigglers
22. Rabbit tail
23. Source of some ‘60s trips
24. Hiding place
25. Indy and Daytona
27. Eggs, to a biologist
28. So-called
32. Short for a lot of money
33. Romanian coin
34. Wrath
35. Start of something big
36. Fat letters

37. Catch in the act

dOWN
1. To the point
2. “Back to the Future” actress 
___ Thompson
3. Race unit
4. Categorizes
5. Architectural column base
6. Concerned about every last 
detail
7. Tawny
8. Wide range
9. Cognizant
14. Beloved of Tristan
17. Should it happen that
18. Middle East city
19. Calibrate again
22. Writing implement
24. Capital between Eugene and 
Portland
25. Mahopac barber shop with an 
Italian flair
26. Corduroy feature
29. Beefeater
30. Gothic, for one
31. Cotillion girl

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

Across

1. Part of ATV

4. Group overseeing fed. property

7. Agt. Mulder's employer

10. The Princess and the ___

11. Paul of politics

12. Footed vase

13. Pudding ingredient

15. "The show must go on" singer, first name

16. Entertainer Ed would buy insurance at this 
Mahopac agency

18. Figurative use of a word

20. Catch some Zs (with "off")

21. Wrigglers

22. Rabbit tail

23. Source of some '60s trips

24. Hiding place

25. Indy and Daytona

27. Eggs, to a biologist

28. So-called

32. Short for a lot of money

33. Romanian coin

34. Wrath

35. Start of something big

36. Fat letters

37. Catch in the act

Down

1. To the point

2. "Back to the Future" actress ___ Thompson

3. Race unit

4. Categorizes

5. Architectural column base

6. Concerned about every last detail

7. Tawny

8. Wide range

9. Cognizant

14. Beloved of Tristan

17. Should it happen that

18. Middle East city

19. Calibrate again

22. Writing implement

24. Capital between Eugene and Portland

25. Mahopac barber shop with an Italian flair

26. Corduroy feature

29. Beefeater

30. Gothic, for one

31. Cotillion girl

Crossword

See solution on page 24

“This is a hedonistic wine that is full-
bodied, with aromas of forest floor, black 
fruit and a hint of vanilla. It’s assertive, 
but a bit flabby. Chocolate, and a touch 
of barnyard, accent the supple tannins, 
which contribute to a long finish.”

Is this a precise and concise descrip-
tion of a particular wine or a 
pretentious, overwrought exag-
geration ascribed to wine snobs? 
I believe it is a bit of both: an 
attempt to convey the unique 
characteristics of a particular 
wine by employing vibrant ad-
jectival terms. Many of you are 
exposed to these “descriptive” 
terms when considering the pur-
chase of a bottle of wine. 

Whether in a critic’s writ-
ten review, from the mouth of 
a sommelier at a restaurant, or 
printed on a shelf-talker at your local 
wine shop, the terms used by these cog-
noscenti typically run the gamut of terms 
not otherwise associated with agricultur-
al products. However, wine has a tenden-
cy to bring out the best, and sometimes 
the most creative, subjective descriptive 
terms one can imagine. 

This week we’re going to explore the 
world of wine-tasting terms frequently 
encountered by consumers. Whether 

viewed as elaborative or bombastic, ex-
pressive or trite, they are now firmly em-
bedded in the wine lexicon. 

Allow me to expound. Wine is a sen-
sory expression of smell and taste; each 
of us has varying impressions as we ex-
perience it. My interpretation of the ten 

thousand senses of smell and 
five senses of taste that are built 
into my DNA are not the same 
as yours. 

My pungent, earthy percep-
tion of a wine from the southern 
Rhone may be an off-putting 
barnyard aroma to you. None-
theless, wine terms serve a valid 
purpose: they differentiate one 
grape from the next, one region 
from the next, one regional 
winemaker from the next. 

Let’s explore a few of the terms 
that seem to pervade the wine world. For 
ease of context, I’ve arbitrarily aggre-
gated them into three broad descriptive 
categories: 1) Found in Mother Nature; 
2) Human Traits; 3) Human Physiology.

1) Found in Mother Nature: Wine is 
a fruit, so you would expect grapes to 
have a varied fruit aroma and flavor pro-
file. Adjectives for whites run the gamut, 
from peach and pear to apple and lemon; 
for reds, chocolate (cocoa), black berries, 

cherries and blueberries seem to prolif-
erate. But there are a few terms that push 
the envelope. Saddle leather, tobacco, 
wet dog, tar, #2 pencil and barnyard are 
aromas that exist in nature, but do I real-
ly want them in my wine? Yet, to my nose 
they are quite evident in some wines.

More abstract terms like tannic (a dry 
mouth feel) and acidic (pucker effect) 
are based on the organic chemistry of 
wines, but there are several seemingly 
contradictory adverbs that modify these 
adjectives. Can wine have silky tannins 
or balanced acid? 

2) Human Traits: Certain wine quali-
ties have no context in natural wine 
terms, so abstract terms are employed. 
The wine lexicon has embraced human 
traits to explain wine’s finer attributes. 
Examples: a) approachable: someone 
who is accessible. In wine, one that is 
ready to be drunk now; b) hedonistic: a 
pleasure of the senses. In wine, one that 
is meant to be enjoyed without pretext – 
not to be analyzed or deconstructed; c) 
assertive: bold, aggressively self-assured. 
In wine, one that is in-your-face with 
bold flavors and/or tannins. 

3) Human Physiology: Here I may be 
treading on slippery grape skins. Cer-
tain terms historically used to describe 
our physical characteristics have found 

their way into the wine descriptor lexi-
con. Some are complimentary, others pe-
jorative: full-bodied, round, great nose, 
supple, flabby, leggy. I’ll leave it to your 
imagination to draw these comparisons 
between humans and wines. 

As I tell anyone who asks for advice 
on selecting wines: “Experiment. When 
you find one that intrigues you, that tan-
talizes your senses, asserts its suppleness 
without being too flabby.  .  .  .” Oops, I 
slipped. Rather: “Do you like the aroma 
and taste of a particular wine? After all, 
it’s a beverage to be enjoyed, not ana-
lyzed.”

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

Descriptive Terms Used in Describing a Sensory Wine Experience

By Nick Antonaccio
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suite 100
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
60 eAst 42nd street

suite 4600
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 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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outgoing & playful! 

Dan Maguire
Nuisance 

Wildlife Service
Humane Removal & Relocation
Specializing in Coyote Removal
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AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Base-
ball Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-
1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment in 
Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 

time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SMOOSHYTECH, LLC Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on September 27, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: States Corporation Agents, 
Inc.,7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MELODY REALTY GROUP LLC, a 
domestic Limited Liability Company 
(LLC). Articles of Organization filed 
with the NY State Secretary of State on 
08/10/2016.  NY office location: West-
chester County. The Secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC may be served.  The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of 
any such process against the LLC to 315 

7th Ave., Pelham, NY 10803. Purpose: 
Real Estate Rental and Management.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 
VAULTED GOLD SERVICES LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/26/2016.  Location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent for service 
of process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: VAULTED GOLD 
SERVICES LLC, PO BOX 8542, PEL-
HAM, NY 10803.  Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EX-
ECUCARE SOLUTIONS, LLC.  Arts 
of Org filed with the Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/14/2016.  Office loc: 
Westchester.  SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC to: LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES INC., 1967 Weh-
rle Drive, Suite1-086, Buffalo, NY 
14221.  Purpose:  Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PE-
TER SONNENBERG , LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 08/08/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Peter Sonnenberg 1133 
Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor 
NY 10510. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: THERAQUEST LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2016. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to: The LLC, 444 E 
Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543, principle business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: any lawful busi-
ness activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DI-
ABETIC SWEETS OR SYDELLES 
SWEETS. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on October 24, 2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process 
to:16 Scenic Drive, South Salem, NY 
10590. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: SKYHOOK PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 215 Loring Avenue, Pelham, 
New York 10803, principal business 
location of the LLC. Purpose: any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BUSI-
NESS CONCIERGE UNLIMITED, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on October 21, 2016.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to:  600 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.  Pur-
pose:  Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
MOST AND CO PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Arts of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/17/16. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to prin-
cipal business address: Michael Wong, 
2 Pell Place, Pelham, New York 10803. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on Oc-
tober 17, 2016. Office location: Westches-

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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ter County, New York. The SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any process ac-
cepted on behalf of the LLC served upon 
him or her to: 103 Skyview Lane, New 
Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

UNDERSTORY BREWING LLC filed 
Arts. of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, NY 
10567.  Secretary of State is designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
may be served and the SSNY shall forward 
process to Understory Brewing LLC, c/o 
Corporate Filings of New York, 90 State 

Street, Suite 700, Office 40, Albany, NY  
12207.  Purpose: any lawful business 
purpose for which LLCs may be orga-
nized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: Brendon 
Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah Ave., Peek-
skill, NY 10566. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEONE 
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY Secy 
of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office loca-
tion : Westchester County. SSNY is desig-

nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuckahoe. NY 
10707. Purpose: any lawful activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

ACTIVE ADULTS (AGES 55+):  Tired 
of living alone? Want to share your house 
(or someone else’s) in upper Westchester? 
Join the Cohousing Exchange: www.
cohousingexchange.com.  Homeowners 
and housemates welcome. Credit & back-
ground checks req’d.

REAL ESTATE
ABANDONED FARM! 26 acresñ $49,900 
Gorgeous acreage with views, nice pond, 
in a Perfect country setting! Quiet town 
road with utilities! EZ terms! 888-905-
8847

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acresñ 
assessed value- $95,700 Available now for 
$89,900! Catskill Mountain views, woods, 
fields, apple trees, great hunting! 3 hrs NY 
City! Owner terms! 888-479-3394

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
O.S.H.A. 10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register 
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years of ex-
perience in multi schools req. Westchester 
Community College Senior Tutor. Your 
home or mine (914) 525-8966.

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

To Place a Classified Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next week’s publication

which begins at 7:15 p.m. There will be 
great prizes and lots of fun. All proceeds 
go to Relay for Life Yorktown. Babysit-
ting is available on-site, for a small fee. 
There is plenty of parking.  The event 
will be held at the Yorktown Grange, 99 
Moseman Rd. Yorktown Heights.

Sunday, Dec. 11
Bake Sale: The Yorktown Presbyterian 

Preschool Bake Sale will be held from 
8:30 a.m. to  1 p.m.  Stop by our table and 
let us help you with your holiday baking.  
First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown 
is located at 2880 Crompond Rd. Info: 
www.fpcyorktown.org.

Free Menorah Workshop: A free Meno-
rah workshop will be held from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. at The Home Depot at the 
Cortlandt Town Center. Make your own 
Menorah, receive your own apron, and 
enjoy Chanukah treats. To RSVP, which 
is required, visit  www.ChabadYorktown.
com, or call 914-962-1111 The program is 
sponsored by The Home depot.

Choral Christmas Concert: Camera-
ta d’Amici is proud to present their cho-
ral Christmas Concert “Angels We Have 
Heard “at 4 p.m. at the South Salem Pres-
byterian Church, 111 Spring St., South 

Salem. Conducted by Kristin Sponheim, 
the program includes repertoire ranging 
from early to present day music that em-
bodies a joyful and reflective celebration 
of Christmas. The concert will include 
traditional carols with the audience in-
vited to sing along.  Tickets are available 
via check payable to Camerata d’Amici, 
P.O. Box 74, Ridgefield, CT 06877. Tick-
ets are the door are $25 for adults (or $20 
in advance) and $10 for children 12 and 
under. Follow Camerata on Twitter @
camerata_damici and Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/CamerataDAmici.)   

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-
en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010.

international Folk dancing:  Interna-
tional folk dancing for all ages and abili-
ties is being held today and on Dec. 18 
at New Era Creative Space, 1016 Brown 
St., Peekskill. No previous experience or 
partner is needed.  All ages welcome at 
all times. Line, circle, and couple folk 
dances from around the world will be 
taught and reviewed. The fee is $5. Info: 

914-548-6066.

Monday, Dec. 12
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 
or www.musicalmunchkins.com.\

art Program: Water Soluble Oil Pas-
tels & Water Colored Pencil will continue 
on Dec. 12, 19, 26 at the Somers Library 
Join we for an artistic adventure with 
water colored pencils and pastels. Begin-
ners through experts are welcome. There 
is a $25 fee to be paid to the instructor 
at the first class. Register online at www.
somerslibrary.org or call 914-232-5717

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at 
The Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main 
St. Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.

Tuesday, Dec. 13
active adults: Active adults (ages 

55+): Empty-nester? Live alone?  Your 
House too big for you? Looking for a 
place to live and share expenses with a 
like-minded person your age? Consider 
sharing a house. Come from 11 a.m.  to 
1 p.m. at the John C Hart Memorial Li-
brary, 1130 East Main St., Shrub Oak 
Learn how by attending our seminar on 
Cohousing for Active Adults. Discus-
sion topics: ‘The why’s and how’s of co-

housing’ (speaker: Vicki Jimpson-Fludd 
– c0ohousing (Yorktown), NY 10588. 
specialist), ‘Legal considerations of shar-
ing your home’ (speaker: Robert Boyds-
tun - elder law Attorney), and ‘How to 
prepare your house for shared living’ 
(speakers: Linda Potash and Michelle 
Rosenman - senior move managers). For 
reservations, call the library at 914-245-
5262. For more information, visit our 
website:www.cohousingexchange.com.

The Palisades:  A program about The 
Palisades will be held at 1 p.m at the 
Somers Library. Join us for a colorful 
tour of one of New Jersey’s most impres-
sive landmarks, from its formation and 
discovery to the American Revolution 
and the creation of Palisades Interstate 
Park. Explore history along the park’s 
major trails, from abandoned riverfront 
beaches and ferry landings to a vanished 
cliff top world of mansions and grand 
hotels. We’ll also visit Fort Lee, when 
it was the home of the silent movie in-
dustry, and Palisades Amusement Park. 
Register online at www.somerslibrary.
org or call 914-232-5717.

Ladies Only: At the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. at 7:30 PM, 
Marsha Sternstein will conduct her next 
monthly class discussing the intricacies 
of Hasidism. You do not need any prior 
knowledge; just bring your curiosity. 
The class is for women only; all are wel-
come and bring a friend. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Continued from page 21
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Lakeland’s Griffin Shiland (L) and Putnam Valley’s TJ Brescia were just two of  the players among the many local teams within the Northern Westchester and Putnam County region to tip off  the 2016-17 
Section 1 basketball season this past weekend. Lakeland defeated PV, 40-35, in the opening round and settled for second place in its annual Carolyn Conroy Memorial Tournament Saturday while PV came in 
fourth, but the season will undoubtedly heat up during the holidays at gym near you as a bunch of  the locals compete against one another... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO

Hoops 
Supremacy 

at Stake
2016-17 

Boys’ Hoops 
Preview 
Edition

Border 
Wars!



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

With an incredible 2016 fall season 
behind us, local hoop fanatics are hoping 
for similar fortune on the boys’ basketball 
circuits this winter, but Section 1 
championships have been tough to come 
by in Class AA, A and B for boys’ teams in 
this neck of the woods. We explore some 
opportunities in the space below, featuring 
some of the prime-time players and 
programs in the Northern Westchester/
Putnam Examiner region, who hope to be 
alive and well in the final days of February 
and the first week of March when the 
Mecca -- THE Westchester County Center 
--plays host to the best of the best.

Know this: Getting to the big barn in 
White Plains won’t be easy this winter, 
and, perhaps, could be tougher than years 
gone by.
CLASS AA

The four Class AA teams in these parts 
will try to compete in one of the toughest 
conferences in the state where Fox Lane, 
NOT MOUNT VERNON, returns as 
champions for just the third time since 
2000. Make no mistake, though, the 
mighty Knights return with a massive 
chip on their shoulders, intent to reclaim 
their rightful spot atop the AA standings.
LEAGUE I-D

YORKTOWN (11-10) was hoping the 
third time would be a charm against Fox 
Lane, but the Huskers were eliminated by 
the Foxes. The Huskers will go as Tanner 
Dyslin (6’3”, F) goes. The gifted senior 
enters his third year on the varsity as the 
team’s No.1 scoring option after averaging 
over 17 points, nine rebounds and two 
blocks per game last year before the injury 
bug struck.

Husker Marc Spinelli, a 6-2 Jr. G, is 

a player to watch; Sol Barer, 6-2 Sr. G 
and Matt Severino, 6-0, Sr. G will be key 
fixtures while top newcomers Kyle Cohen, 
6-5, Sr. F; Tom Weaver, 5-11, soph G; Joe 
Sgobbo, 6-5 soph F; Madison Cora, 6-2, 
Jr. F; Cam Cuparo, 6-4 Sr. F and James 
Lundberg, 6-4 Jr. G/F push for time and 
develop roles. 

“Tanner is a versatile player,” Downes 
said. “He has a strong post game and is also 
an excellent perimeter player. We will rely 
on Tanner to carry the load most nights. 
Junior Marc Spinelli is an explosive player 
primed for a great season. Seniors Sol 
Barer and Matt Severino have excellent 
experience and will play an integral role 
for Yorktown this season. Our newcomers 
will all make major contributions. We 
will once again rely on solid defense and 
rebounding as we enter the season.”

Downes suspects defending sectional 
champion Fox Lane will be at the forefront 
of the league title chase, but fully expects 
to be a legit contender with a force like 
Dyslin out in front of the Huskers (2-
0), who won the Mahopac Tournament 
Saturday and looked good in doing so as 
Coach Downes made his return to Indian 
Country.

OSSINING (17-5) got slammed in 
the off-season when All-Section G Alan 
Griffin bolted to Stepinac, which had been 
rumored shortly upon the conclusion of 
the season. When coupled with significant 
graduation losses, the Pride’s chances 
of producing another 17-win season 
are slim. After falling to Saunders in the 
quarterfinals last season, Pride Coach 
Mike Casey was expecting to take the 
next step, which got a lot tougher without 
Griffin. In the meantime, the Pride will 
look to tackle League I-D rivals Yorktown, 
Fox Lane, Greeley and Port Chester.

Ossining lost several key players 
(Obi Toppin, Stokeley, Griffin) from 
last year’s 17-5 team that gave the Pride 
its best outing in more than a decade, 
but with a group that put in the work 
in the offseason Coach Casey thinks 

this unit will still be able 
to compete with everyone  
on the schedule.

The starting five (when 
healthy) projects as Robert 
Valdez (PG), Adrian Griffin 
(SG), Kahseem Trotter 
(SG), Jay Criss (G/SF) and 
Richard Bautista. The sixth 
man to start the season is 
Jacob Toppin, Latrell Goss or 
Patrick Mallory depending 
on the situation.

"We are battling the injury 
bug to start the season so 
everyone has to be ready to 
go," Casey said.  “Our goal 
for the season is to compete 
every night. This should be 
a very competitive league, 
with the defending Section 1 
class AA champs along with 
Yorktown, Horace Greeley 
and Port Chester who are 

always tough. Our goal every year is to 
win the league and to get to the County 
Center. We won our league last year and 
we were one point away from the County 
Center (in a quarterfinal loss to Saunders). 
I think this group will be motivated to do 
both."
LEAGUE I-A

CARMEL (11-11) gave Ossining fits in 
the opening round of the tournament, but 
the Rams came up short down the stretch 
and lose a ton of seniors to graduation. 
Coach John Venditto enters Year 4 with a 
new cast of characters led by G Brenden 
Cody, who enters his third season on the 
varsity as a strong go-to option. Seniors 
Brian Harlin, G; Andrew Dileo, F; Guy 
Cipriano, F; Kyle Shilling, G; and Matt 
Dougherty, G/F, are returning veterans, 
who expect to contend with Mahopac, 
Arlington, Jay EF and RCK for the League 
I-A title.

Harlin had the look of a go-to player 
in the Mahopac Tournament to open the 
season where the Rams placed fourth 
behind titlists Yorktown, Mahopac and 
Brewster.

“We do not return any starters from 
last year’s team, which will make the early 
season challenging as the boys work to 
find their roles,” Venditto said. “They have 
been practicing hard and are learning to 
play with one another. This is an unselfish 
group of players, who are excited about 
the season.”

MAHOPAC (11-10) failed to produce 
an out-bracket victory and did not make 
the field of 16 tournament teams for 
the second-straight year. After four-
straight trips to the County Center and 
one championship appearance from 
2011-2014 under former Coach Kevin 
Downes, now at Yorktown, the Indians are 
struggling to find the swag that brought 
them there. Swag comes with confidence 
and the Indians haven’t won as much since 
Downes bolted and the overall level of 

“basketball” talent dipped, so confidence 
isn’t something that comes easy to a team 
that has gone 17-23 the last two years. 

Returning starter Andrew Ryan (5’11” 
Sr. G), plus Augie Djerdjaj (6’1” Jr. G), 
Kenny Perna (5’10” Jr. G), Shane Loos 
(6’2” Jr. G), Robert Garcia (6’ Jr. G) and 
Ryan Dugan (6’4” Jr. F) will be the first 
six up. The rest of team, per second-year 
Coach Matt Simone, are all potential 
impact bench players. 

“We have a really young but very deep 
team,” the coach said. “All players on this 
roster have the potential and expectations 
to be an impact player off the bench. It 
comes down to a matter of who will step 
up and take on that role on a young and 
inexperienced team that must play fast, 
tough and gritty basketball in order to be 
successful. The effort and toughness we 
show on the defensive end, paired with 
how fast we can gel and become a true 
team, will be significant factors for us 
this season. We will lean a lot on our only 
returning starter in Andrew Ryan.”

Ryan, who is primed to have a break 
out season, is the only returning starter, 
having averaged 10 PPG, 5 APG, 4 RPGs 
and 3 steals. 

“Our league is always extremely tough 
and competitive, and any team can win on 
any given night,” Simone said of Arlington, 
Ketcham, Carmel and East Fishkill. “The 
team with the most effort and heart will 
usually wins. Although young, I have 
high hopes and expectations for this 
group because the potential is there. We 
just need to make sure we are playing the 
“Mahopac brand” of basketball each and 
every game.”

That brand used to be good enough for 
15-18 wins and a run at the gold ball, but 
the good ol’ days are hard to get back to.
CLASS A

The 2015-16 season was not a banner 
campaign for the local Class A clubs, 
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Yorktown F Tanner Dyslin is among the top players in the NWE-
Putnam region this season.

Carmel’s Brian Harlin should provide some pop to 
Rams’ offense.

Mahopac senior G Andrew Ryan is expected to lead 
Indians this season.
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who failed to advance beyond the first 
round of the Section 1 tournament. Doing 
so this season will be equally difficult. 
Most pundits and coaches are predicting 
Byram Hills to repeat as champions, but 
the County Center remains the goal and 
a team like Somers just might have the 
depth and athleticism to do so while 
Peekskill aims to prove the last several 
years were a correctable aberration.
LEAGUE II-E

HEN HUD (13-8) was shocked in the 
opening round of the Class A tournament, 
falling to Harrison, 62-43. After its best 
regular season in decades, the 8th-seeded 
Sailors were looking to make the jump 
to the Final 4 in Coach Jordan Hirsch’s 
second year, but it all came crashing down 
at home against the No.9 Huskies.

They’ll return a bunch of players with 
a chip on their shoulders, including All-
League G Dylan Fraser, Greggy Fucheck 

and Thomas Maloney, who all saw 
significant minutes last year. Seniors Jack 
Attinelly, Ray Morris, Dan Maloney, and 
juniors, Kyle James and Austin Fraser 
have all been important pieces of the 
program and return for their second 
season on varsity. New to the varsity squad 
are athletic juniors Alan Jackson and 
Jack Kelly, plus sophomore Mekhi Gray, 
and senior football standout Marquan 
Anderson. 

Simply put, the Sailors aren’t hurting for 
athletes, but the question is; do they know 
the nuances of basketball and have the 
necessary hoops IQ to win at a high level.

“We have a nice mix of seniors and 
underclassmen that have built some great 
chemistry over years of playing together,” 
Hirsch said. “Based on what I have seen in 
the very short time we have been together 
full time; I expect that this team will play 
with a fire and enthusiasm that will be 

very fun to be a part of. We lost a great 
group of seniors, but return a lot of battle 
tested players that have worked extremely 
hard this off season.”

PEEKSKILL (2-18) has fallen off a 
cliff in recent seasons, having done the 
unthinkable last year by failing to qualify 
for even an outbracket game. Third-year 
Coach Tim Turner has presided over an 
unpredictable dip in the level of talent 
at Peekskill, which has lost some players 
to private schools and failed to live up to 
the lofty expectations that come with a 
program that won five-straight sectional 
titles and three state crowns from 2005-
2009 under former legendary Coach 
Lou Panzanaro, who won 10 sectional 
titles from 1993-2009 and five state titles 
between 1995-2007.

Through no fault of Turner’s, Peekskill 
is not the Peekskill many of us grew up 
with, and the hope is that the Red Devils 
become relevant again this season after 
they really struggled last season. Wins 
and losses-wise, it was the Red Devils 
worst season in history. The fall-off from 
perennial powerhouse to failing to qualify 
for the playoffs has been vexing, but 
Peekskill's diverse culture does not lend 
itself to basketball like it once did. The 
city has changed and the number of "true 
basketball talents" has dipped significantly 
over the last five years, putting Turner in 
a tough spot.

Turner was a key assistant for several 
seasons to Coach P, so these recent 
struggles are harder on him than anyone 
else.

Turner will turn to CJ Redd, 6'4" junior 
swingman, to turn the corner. The three-
year veteran Redd has upped his level of 
play by virtue of having been thrown to the 
wolves since freshman year. His perimeter 
game is solid and he attacks the rack well, 
but his supporting cast will need to step it 
up, including sparkling soph Shion Darby, 
a 5'11" G. There is some help in the form 
of two bigs, including monster transfers 
Joe Blakely, 6-4, Sr., F and Nadame Tucker, 
6-4, So., G/F, who might just put Peekskill 
back on the map.
LEAGUE II-C

SOMERS (7-14) couldn’t get past 
Pelham in the outbracket round last year; 
this after reaching the Class A semifinals 
in 2015. An athletic unit returns in 
2016 in the hopes of returning to the 
County Center, including Gio Tradito 
(5'8” junior G), Lorenzo Bicknese (6' 
junior F), Nick Gargiulo (6'5” junior C), 
Chris DiCintio (5'10” junior F), Kevin 
Olifiers (5'11” junior G), Jack Gilroy (6'3”  
junior F), Justin Lancaster (6' junior G), 
Vinny DiFilippo (5'9” junior G), Matt 
Pires (5'11 senior G) and Marc Maestri 
(6'2” senior F).

Having played football through 
Thanksgiving Day in the NYS 
championship, many of the Tuskers will 
be working their way back into basketball 
form in Coach Chris DiCintio’s fifth 

season at Somers (16 overall). Make no 
mistake, though, it won’t take the Tuskers 
long to show that they belong.

“We return 13 players from last year's 
squad, including four starters,” the coach 
said. “We were loaded with young talent 
playing eight sophomores in the rotation 
last season. They came on strong in the 
second half of the season, winning six of 
their last 12 games. With seven players 
coming off a state football championship, 
we’re looking to prove that these boys 
can play more than one sport. They are 
setting their sights on winning a league 
championship for the first time in 27 
years.  The schedule is tough up front, but 
by mid-season, these Tuskers should be 
primed for a solid playoff run.”

Somers will get a good look at what it is 
made of when it hosts the Mike DePaoli 
Holiday Tournament Thursday 12/15 
through Saturday 12/17: featuring a solid 
local field in Putnam Valley vs. Yorktown 
on 12/15 and Somers vs. Mahopac on 
12/16 with the championship set for 
12/17.

BREWSTER (12-10) lost to Lourdes, 
56-47, in the opening round and was 
walloped by graduation. Longtime veteran 
Coach Tom Nelligan will rely on a host 
of newcomers to get it done this season. 
Brewster has added six new players to 
their roster this season after losing five 
starters to graduation, which has created 
an intense, competitive atmosphere for 
time in the rotation.

The team has worked very hard in the 
preseason and will look to push the ball 
on offense and use multiple defenses, 
according to third-year Bears Coach 
Tom Nelligan, who guided Kennedy to 
a handful of sectional titles in a previous 
prosperous tenure. 

Connor Dignan and Sean Nevin have 
provided excellent leadership in the early 
going. Seniors Dignan (6-1) and Nevin 
(6-0) will lead a group of virtual rookies, 
in that they haven't seen much time on 
the varsity, including shifty sophomore 
Harrison Dignan, a 5'8" G with mega 
promise, and seniors F Angel Baez (6'1"), 
F Rob Pigat (6'2") and G Sean Kelly (5'11").

Newcomers include Chris Blaser, 5-8, 
Jr.; Ethan Farquharson, 6-3, Jr.; Dylan 
Gusler, 6-2, Jr.; Cameron Hart, 5-11, So.; 
Jack Mahoney, 6-1, Jr. and Kevin Stefanik, 
6-0, Jr.

The league is very balanced and should 
give the Bears a crack at keeping games 
close and winning their share.

Connor Dignan and Nevin will need to 
kick it up a notch both on and off the court 
while providing leadership to up-and-
coming youngsters like talented Harry 
Dignan, who is said to be a marksman in 
the making.

WALTER PANAS (10-12) lost to Byram 
Hills, 59-34, in the opening round. The 
projected starting five is fairly polished, 
though their challenge will be at the rim: 
PG Brandon Hodge, G Stephan Reyes, 

G David Reynoso. G Joe Staino and F 
Brandon Ramos are a guard-driven unit 
that will find it tough to run and gun if 
they can’t effectively rebound.

“We are going to be an undersized varsity 
team but hope to make up for it with our 
athleticism, quickness and three-point 
shooting,” said Panther Coach Shawn 
Sullivan, just two years removed from 
winning Panas’ one and only sectional title 
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Peekskill’s Charles Redd is one of  the top shooters 
in the region this season.

Veteran Panas G Brandon Hodge will bring it at 
both ends of  the floor this season

Hen Hud G Dylan Fraser returns with an All-
League skill set.
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in 2014. “The goal on offense will be to 
move the ball and find our shooters. We 
are going to try to pressure the ball and 
not let our opponents gets comfortable in 
their half court sets.”

Hodge, Reyes, Reynoso and Ramos are 
all versatile player who played significant 
minutes last year while Kevin Dyckman, 
Nate Anderson, Jacub Celestine and Nik 
Velez all return for the second year of 
varsity and should provide a solid bench.

“I think our league will be very 
competitive and all five teams have an 
shot to be league champs, but Byram is 
still the favorite in class A,” Sully said.

Don’t be surprised if the Panthers are 
in the running for the league title.

LAKELAND (8-13) failed to make the 
field of 16 after falling to Brewster in the 
outbracket, so it’s been a few years since 
the Hornets were relevant. Second-year 
Coch Steve Fallo hopes to amend that 
notion and get the Hornets to a level they 
were more accustomed to just three years 
ago behind a nucleus of returning vets, 
including senior guards Tim Fallo (6'2", 
Captain), Pat Morelli (5'11”, Captain) and 
Griffin Shiland (5'10", Captain). 

Additionally, David Kale (G/F, 6' 3"), 
John Mule' (G, 5' 9"), Kyle Harrison (C/F, 
6' 3") and Matt Tuite (C/F, 6' 2") have been 
playing together for a long time.

“I expect them to be dedicated and to 
work hard every day to make each other 
and their teammates better,” Fallo said. 
“We want to be playing our best basketball 
in February.”

Key newcomers include Chris Foci (G, 
5' 10") and Mike Capozzi (F/G, 6' 1"). 

“This team is athletic,” Fallo said. “They 
have speed and the quickness to be able to 

run in transition and can play defense. We 
have seven returning players, which will 
help with good team chemistry. Tim, Pat 
and Griffin have played together for a long 
time and have a terrific work ethic. They 
will need to set the example of how to work 
hard, play team ball and communicate to 
all players during practices and especially 
games. Our goal is to compete every night 
we play. We need to work hard and play 
team ball every game to give ourselves a 
chance to win.”

Lakeland placed second to Greeley 
in the Hornets’ own Carolyn Conroy 
Memorial Tournament to open the 
season.
CLASS B

PUTNAM VALLEY (21-3) has 
been the most consistent program 
in the region the last four years, but 
the Tigers’ string of four consecutive 
County Center appearances could be 
in jeopardy this year, what with PV 
being decimated by the graduation 
of its most well-rounded senior class 
in history. The Tigers advanced to the 
Class B finals for the second time in 
three years but were knocked off by 
champion Briarcliff after taking out 
Blind Brook in the semis.

Apart from fundamentally sound 
sophomore swingman Darnel 
Shillingford, the returning veterans 
saw very little court time last season 
and will be thrust into starring roles. 
It’s ‘Shill’s’ team now and the sooner 
he gets accustomed to that, the better 
of the Tigers will be this season and 
beyond.

Senior guards Marc Zadrima and 
Justin Acosta will be pushed by a core 
of talented sophomores, including 

John Millicker, TJ Brescia, Ryan 
Soto and Brandon Guerra, who 
may need a year of seasoning 
under fourth-year Coach Mike 
McDonnell, who won’t be able 
to pamper this group of up-and-
coming rookies. Juniors Kevin 
Gallo and Christian Lopez are 
the primary perimeter three-
point threats.

“Shilingford and Brescia are 
versatile inside/outside players 
who impact a game not only on 
offense but also with defense and 
rebounding,” fourth-year Coach 
Mike McDonnell said. “Zadrima 
and Acosta are vastly improved 
and a tribute to how off-season 
work makes a difference. 
Nick Singer, JT Montaldo and 
Anthony Woods add needed 
front court depth. We will be 
competitive but may have some 
growing pains. We’re talented 
but very young. It is asking a 
heck of a lot of six sophomores 
in the top of our rotation to 
defeat senior-laden teams, yet I 
would warn anyone who takes 
this group lightly. There are some 

real special kids here.”
Some of these newcomers – Brescia in 

particular -- will be thrust into immediate-
impact roles, which some of them may be 
ready for. Others could stand for a year on 
the junior varsity, but the current situation 
won’t allow for it, which is why a fifth-
straight venture to the Class B Final 4 will 
be beyond difficult. The Tigers took fourth 
at the Lakeland tourney with off-court 
issues swirling about the team. Beyond 
that, the Tigers will get a look at Blind 
Brook, a perennial Section Class B power, 
before seeing some tough competition at 
the Somers Holiday Tournament.  

Temper County Center expectations 
this year but know that there is something 
cooking in PV, provided they understand 
that the time to grow up – both on and off 
the court – is now.
CLASS C

HALDANE (17-10) went where no 
Blue Devil team had gone before in the 
winter of 2016, advancing all the way to 
the NYSPHSAA finals before meeting 
their match in an 82-40 loss to Section 6 
champion Middle Early College. Along 
the way, the two-time defending Section 
1 champion Blue Devils won 61-52 over 
Hamilton in the Section 1 Class C finals 
and knocked off Chester, Stony Brook and 
Moravia in the state tournament.

A largely senior-laden team last year, 
Blue Devil Coach Joe Vigadamo, now in 
his 11th season, finds a team in transition 
this season; led by 6’7” shot-blocking F 
Blain Fitzgerald, who can do a little bit of 
everything well as one of the top players in 
class. Returning vets include junior Aidan 
Siegel, 5’10” and 6’1” sophomore Kyle 
Sussmeier.

Daniel Rotando, 5-10, Jr.; Liam Irwin, 
6-2, Jr.; Anthony Lombardo, 5-11, Jr. and 
Nick Dipalo, 5-11, Jr. are expected to be 
impactful newcomers as the Blue Devils 
look to fend off hard-charging North 
Salem, plus Tuckahoe and Hamilton for 
Class C supremacy.
CHSAA

KENNEDY (24-3) Coach Al Morales 
has been hit hard by the transfer bug, 
yet again, so the veteran mentor of many 
seasons will adjust on the fly and look no 
further than his own home to pick up the 
slack. Junior AJ Morales, the son of the 
coach, has been with the Gaels since his 
freshman year and enters the 2016-17 as 
‘The Man’ for lack of a better term. A sniper 
by trade, the 5’11” Morales can stick the 3 
ball with great efficiency. He will be joined 
by Lakeland transfer Jaz Burton (6’3”, C), 
Aaron Brown (6’3”, F), Beacon transfer 
Aaron Davis (5’6”, G) and Justin Parker (6’, 
G), plus a slew of talented newcomers.

After finishing the last two seasons with 
a combined record of 50-5 and capturing 
a 2014-15 CHSAA title, the 2015-16 
undefeated league champion Gaels are 
poised for more of the same.

“We’ll look to AJ Morales for leadership 
after losing our top player to prep school,” 
Morales said, noting the loss of prep school 
talent Malachi de Sousa to South Kent 
(CT). “We’re young, energetic and hungry 
to try and get back to the top.”

The Gaels will open December 1st 
in Binghamton, NY in the STOP-DWI 
Holiday Classic where they return as back-
to-back champs. The Gaels will then play 
three games in the KSA Holiday Classic 
at the Disney Wide World of Sports 
Arena December 18-22nd before heading 
back home to challenge top league foes  
like Fordham Prep, McClancy, Nazareth 
and Xavier.
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Brewster, Hen Hud, Somers, Yorktown Post Impressive Debuts 

Lakeland G John Mule hopes to spark an up-tempo 
Hornet attack.
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Putnam Valley sophomore Darnel Shillingford will need to 
deliver the goods if  the Tigers are going to amount to much 
this season.

Haldane’s Blaine Fitzgerald is one of  Putnam’s 
finest all-around players.
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Putnam Valley Takes Aim at 3rd Section 1 Title in 4 Years
By Tony Pinciaro

The evolution of the PUTNAM VALLEY 
varsity wrestling program, which began in 
2001, has developed into a perennial power 
in Section 1 and NYS.

Under the leadership of Coach Will 
Carano, the Tigers own Section 1 Divison 
II (small school) team titles in 2014 and ’15 
and were runners-up to Pearl River in ’16. 
During this run, numerous Putnam Valley 
wrestlers have won individual sectional 
titles and placed in the NYS championships.

Putnam Valley enters this season, along 
with Pearl River, as the favorites to win 
the Section 1 Division II title. The Tigers 
are frontrunners because of their fabulous 
five – two-time sectional champs Satoshi 
Abe, a senior, and juniors Mike Bruno and 
Kyle Sams, and 2016 sectional titlist Jared 
Eliopoulos along with Constantine George, 
also seniors.

Abe recently signed to attend Lehigh 
University in September and continue 
wrestling. Bruno finished fourth in the 
state in 2016.

Carano, a Section 1 wrestling champion 
for Mahopac, and his wrestlers do not back 
down from the high-caliber competition 
that he schedules annually. As a result, 
this has enabled Putnam Valley to excel at 
sectionals and states.

One thing that Carano always does is 
focus on the current day, whether it be 
practice or a match.

“I really try very hard to keep my thoughts 
on the season in check,” said Carano, the 
program’s only coach. “There is so much to 
lose extrapolating out to February 12 and 
beyond based on anything I see or think 
I know at this point. So as we enter week 
three I will tell you what I know and hold 
true every season I have coached this team 
to date... that if these athletes train hard, 
maintain smart nutrition, get the rest they 
need and dedicate themselves to wrestling 
hard but more efficient matches this year 
[more than ever] then we will be in the mix 
with rising team and individual talent we 
see in Section One.”

Carano and assistant coach Evan Kneuer 
will welcome Joe Mahoney into the coaches’ 
corner. Mahoney is no stranger to coaching 
as he won a Section 1 title with Mahopac 
in 2000 and had a state champion in Joe 
Mazzurco (2000).

BREWSTER has been a rising power 
in Division I during the tenure of coach 
Tom Looby. The Bears had a top-10 finish 
in the 2016 Section 1 team championships 
and individual champions Mike Larm and 
Grant Cuomo. Larm, who is wrestling at 
Johnson & Wales, finished fourth in the 
state at Cuomo placed fifth. Cuomo is back 
and will be aiming to become Brewster’s 
first two-time sectional champ.

Looby, a sectional placefinisher for 
Mahopac is entering his 14th year. He 
welcomes a host of underclassmen looking 
to continue Brewster’s sectional presence.

Brooke Pagan is the lone senior addition 

to the team. He and Cuomo will provide the 
leadership and will be joined by sophomores 
Jack Muentener, Alex Goldberg, Lewis 
Grana and Cody Hamblin. Eighth-grader 
Jacob Hamblin, Cody’s younger brother, 
completes the group.

“Modified Coach Dave Bloom has done 
an outstanding job preparing his wrestlers 
for the next level,” said Looby, who has also 
guided Brewster to a Section 1 Division I 
Dual-Meet championship. “We will have 
a number of freshman in our starting 
lineup. They will all improve as the season 
progresses and we’ll have these boys for four 
years. Our sophomores are strong wrestlers 
and provide great leadership already for the 
underclassman. Our goal is to continue to 
improve skills, stay healthy, and build on 
this young group for the future.”

MAHOPAC boasts a solid, veteran 
lineup. During his 27 years at Somers, 
Dennis DiSanto established the Tuskers 
as a sectional power with numerous 
champion and placefinishers. Six years ago, 
DiSanto made the move to Mahopac and 
he has done the same with the Indians that 
he accomplished at Somers.

Garret Semenetz, the 2016 Section 1 
Division I 99-pound champion, headlines 
this veteran nucleus. Semenetz went on 
to finish 8th at the state championships. 
Mike Muldoon was a divisional champ and 
finished third in the section at 119 pounds 
last year. Alex Rabinowitz and Mike 
Delahanty both took third at divisionals. 
Also returning are Chris Horan, Jack 
McDonald and Tom Mahoney.

DiSanto has a sizeable group of 
newcomers to varsity with seniors Andrew 
Wright and Mike Nathenson joining the 
lineup. Junior Christian Brita moved from 
Washingtonville (Section 9). Sophomores 
Andi Berisha, Frankie Scauzillo, Joe 
Harney and Charlie Nicosia, along with 
freshman Tyler Roa will all be battling for 
starting spots. 

“We are pretty excited about the season,” 
DiSanto said.  “We have a well-balanced 
line-up, returning all-section wrestlers and 
younger guys who will make an impact. We 
are looking forward to a very successful 
year. As long as we can stay healthy we are 
going to be a tough team in dual meets and 
in tournaments.”

Mahopac will host the annual Peter 
Caruso Memorial Tournament, Jan. 
28. The tournament is held in honor of 
former Mahopac wrestler and sectional 
placefinisher, Peter Caruso.

HEN HUD had a breakthrough 2015-
16 season as the Sailors had their maiden 
voyage in Division II. Hen Hud responded 
with an excellent Section 1 Division II 
Championship as Sebastian Burbano (160 
pounds) and Jordan Artope (182) won 
sectional titles. Devin Furphy (fifth), Matt 
Kempski (second) and Ryan Loguidice 
(third) all placed for the Sailors. However, 
all five graduated.

It also marked the retirement of veteran 

coach Paul Lavallee. The Sailors return to 
Division I this season and will do so with a 
familiar face in new Coach Shane Turrone.

Turrone is no stranger to the program. He 
was a sectional placefinisher and amassed 
more than 100 career wins for Lavallee, and 
was the assistant coach the past six years.

The galley is not empty for Turrone as 
seniors Thomas Calandro, Peter Maselli 
and Jacob Anstett anchor the returning 
core. Maselli and Anstett placed third and 
fourth, respectively, at 138 and 170 pounds 
last season. Juniors Hector Giron, Dylan 
Marques and Ilham Nasirov are back with 
Giron and Nasirov finishing sixth and 
second, respectively at 113 and 285 pounds. 

Turrone has the freshmen tandem of 
Beckett Herman and Will Jersey, and 
sophomore Joe Picucci back.

Sophomores Webb Lin and Jon Basler 
are slated to start in the 126-pound and 
182-pound weight classes. Freshman Ethan 
Romero makes the step up from modified 
and will start at 99 pounds. Classmates Paul 
Williams and Alex Garcia will also join the 
starting lineup at 120 and 220, respectively.

“I am excited to start my first year as 
head coach and I couldn’t ask for a better 
group of kids to start with,” Turrone 
said. “I entered the tam in some tough 
tournaments, but I think our kids are up 
for it and my philosophy is the tougher the 
competition, the better you become.”

OSSINING showed how much Pride it 
has in wrestling by winning a league title 
last season. The Pride finished 14-1 with 14 
consecutive wins last year.

Larry McRae has done it all for the 
program. He was a wrestler, then was the 
assistant for 11 years before becoming 
the head coach. This will be his 11th year 
making the lineup.

The Pride will be tough to beat again 
this season with eight wrestlers back, 
highlighted by the senior quartet of Charles 
Rios, Hearthon Sewell-Richards, Izaiah 
Steen and Terrell Effort. Sophomores 
Joshua Manning, Isaiah Beltran and Zach 
Bonner and eighth-grader Rob Horan 
round out the core.

Senior Bruce Castillo, sophomore Xavier 
Morris and freshman Mylse Carter are new 
to the varsity lineup.

“I’m looking forward to having a 
successful year, with the amount of 
wrestlers we have returning,” McRae said. 
“Our strength will come from our veteran 
leadership. Last year, we were a better 
dual-meet team and this year I’m hoping 
to have a better showing in the Section 
Tournament.”

Ossining opened the season by hosting 
the Mike Nardone Dual-Meet Tournament. 
The tournament is named in honor of the 
former Ossining coach who passed away 
earlier this year.

The Pride defeated Clarkstown North, 
47-27, John Jay-East Fishkill, 57-30, and 
Brewster, 64-19. However, Pleasantville 
spoiled the day with a 40-36 win over 

Ossining in the title match. 
YORKTOWN continues to make strides 

for coach Eric Fama, entering his third 
year. Fama, a sectional champ for New 
Rochelle in 2004, returns a nucleus of 
sectional qualifiers and placefinishers from 
last season.

Juniors Connor Thomas, Patrick 
Patierno and Mauricio Arango headline 
this group. Thomas finished third in the 
section and Arango was a division champ. 
Senior Thomas Carson and freshman 
Andrew Finateri return to starting spots.

Fama is impressed with eighth-grader 
Chris Perry, who will be the starter at 106 
pounds.

“We still have a young, but experienced 
team,” Fama said. “We have a lot of guys that 
can go deep in just about any tournament. 
As a team we are looking to make a jump 
and crack into the top 10 in the section.”

Yorktown opened its season at the Eric 
D’Agnese (Somers) Tournament.   Thomas 
and Perry won their respective weight 
classes, Carson, Patierno and Finateri were 
runners-up and Arango finished third.

Fama and his Cornhuskers will host the 
annual Yorktown Dual-Meet Tournament, 
Saturday, Dec. 10.

 The present and future for SOMERS and 
third-year coach Ron DiSanto, Jr., looks 
promising.

DiSanto has a veteran nucleus back 
and a hungry, determined group of 
newcomers ready to contribute. Seniors 
Billy DiBenedetto and Graham Roediger, 
who both placed sixth in the Section 1 
Division I Championships, are the team 
leaders. Juniors Antonio Vieira and Sean 
Freebern, both sectional qualifiers, return 
as does freshman Matt Kelly, who won 16 
matches last season.

“We’ve had a young team the last 
two years, so those kids that were 
underclassmen are now upperclassmen, 
so I like that we have more kids with 
experience,” DiSanto said.  “Those same 
kids show good leadership as well.”

LAKELAND/PANAS welcomes new 
Coach Anthony Whitehouse to the 
program. Whitehouse and the Rebels will 
miss the graduated Alexander Melikian, 
who won the Section 1 Division I 
182-pound title and went to place second 
in the state. Melikian is wrestling for 
Binghamton.

The Rebels will be led by seniors Brandon 
DiDomenico and Kevin Moore, both 
sectional qualifiers last season. Sophomore 
Ryan Ocasio also returns. Newcomers, 
sophomore James Colombo and freshman 
Frank Sherwood are pushing for starting 
spots.

“While we are strong in some 
classes,  overall, we are a young team,” 
Whitehouse said.  “Our overall success 
will be determined by the hard work and 
development of our young wrestlers.  I 
think our excellent senior leaders will really 
help to facilitate this process.”
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Yorktown G Marc Spinelli (12 points) makes an acrobatic move in the Huskers’ 56-36 win over Brewster in Friday’s opening round of  the Mahopac Tip-Off  Classic, which the Huskers (2-0) went on to win 
Saturday in a 70-58 triumph of  the host Indians, who had no answer for Husker F Tanner Dyslin, the tourney MVP with a beastly 30 points... see Hoops Notebook

Spin’ to Win!

BOB CASTNER PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.CASTNERPHOTO.NET FOR MORE) 

Yorktown Crowned 
Mahopac Tourney 

Champs
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