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By Rick Pezzullo
Optimism and a call for unity and co-

operation kicked off the New Year during 
a swearing-in ceremony Friday at Peek-
skill City Hall.

Mayor Frank Catalina was sworn-in 
for a second two-year term by Justice 
Lewis Lubell and briefly became choked 
up as he spoke about being reelected, his 
plans for the city and the support he has 
received from his mother and children.

“I want to thank the residents of Peek-
skill, not just those who voted for me, 
but all residents of Peekskill. Wherever I 
go, no matter what I’m doing, I have the 
honor every day of representing every 

resident,” Catalina said. “Being mayor 
of this city has, without any doubt, been 
the greatest honor and privilege ever be-
stowed upon me, in my lifetime.”

Councilman Vincent Vesce, who 
served as master of ceremonies during 
the standing-room-only event, intro-
duced Catalina, a fellow Republican.

“The man wears his heart on his sleeve. 
What you see is what you get,” Vesce said. 
“Frank loves this city. He’s everywhere 
and he’s really doing a great job for the 
city.”

Catalina, who will once again oversee 
a Common Council with a Democratic 

rick pezzullo photo
peekskill Mayor Frank catalina strolls into city hall chambers to a rousing ovation
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By David Propper
Former New York State Governor and 

Peekskill Mayor George Pataki is starting 
the new year not on the campaign trail, 
but likely back home in Garrison after he 
announced he was suspending his presi-
dential campaign. 

In a two-minute television advertise-
ment, Pataki, a Peekskill native, con-
firmed he’s stepping away from a cam-
paign that never really got off the ground. 
Entering the race for the White House in 
May at a kickoff event in Peekskill, Pa-
taki attempted to offer a more moderate 
Republican choice to primary voters. He 
boasted his record as a three-term gover-
nor in New York, especially his actions in 

the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks. 

But poll numbers never indicated 
much support, if any, for Pataki, who last 
held office in 2006 and has more centrist 
views on abortion, gay marriage, and the 
environment. Early in the race, he even 
urged other Republican candidates to 
move away from discussing issues like 
abortion and gay marriage, calling both 
issues a distraction that would hurt a Re-
publican nominee from taking the presi-
dency in 2016. 

Pataki was part of a crowded GOP field 
for the nomination. After his campaign 
suspension, 12 Republican contenders 
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4-3 majority, pointed out many accom-
plishments during his administration, 
particularly in cutting costs and getting 
the city on firmer financial footing, and 
recognized the entire Council for “shar-
ing my vision for Peekskill’s future.”

“Two years ago, as I stood here, the city 
was on the brink of financial collapse. We 
saw over $18 million in operating deficits 

in just six short years, an average of over 
$3 million per year representing about 
10% of our annual budget,” he said. “I 
stood here and likened the city’s condi-
tion to that of a patient in an emergency 
room in very critical condition. I said the 
first thing any doctor would do would be 
to stop the bleeding; and we have.”

“The city, as a patient, was stabilized 
and today, I am declaring our fiscal con-
dition, as well as our long range progno-
sis for growth, is good; and the patient is 
hereby removed from the intensive care 
unit in guarded, but much better, condi-
tion, we have much work to do,” Catalina 
continued. “As I stand here, I vow to bal-
ance the budget in this term and I call 
upon the Council to make this their ab-
solutely highest priority. Together we can 
accomplish this.”

The mayor also said he promised two 
years ago to “open the doors of Peekskill 
to new, smart growth that will expand 
our tax base,” and noted there were cur-
rently almost half a billion dollars worth 
of development projects pending before 
the city.

Also returning to the Council are 
Democratic councilwomen Vivian Mc-
Kenzie and Kathy Talbot, who were ree-
lected to four-year terms. 

“I’ve grown to respect her greatly,” 

Vesce said of McKenzie. “She’s passion-
ate about her beliefs, but she’s willing to 
compromise. Vivian gets it.”

Talbot was sworn-in by Congress-
woman Nita Lowey, who mentioned Tal-
bot’s commitment to helping people in 
the community.

“I hope I live up to everyone’s expecta-
tions,” Talbot said.

Taking the oath for the first time was 
Democratic Councilman Andre “Noo-

dle” Rainey, who was warmly welcomed 
by everyone on the Council and his 
many supporters in attendance.

“What can I say Andre? It’s a Noo day,” 
Vesce quipped. “We’re really looking for-
ward to you bringing a new perspective 
to the city. It will be really dynamic.”

“It is a Noo day in Peekskill,” Rainey said. 
“There are a lot of people out there trying 
to make things right. I think we’ll all realize 
the importance of working together.”

rick pezzullo photos
congresswoman Nita lowey was given the honor of  swearing in councilwoman kathy talbot.
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By Michael Giuliano
On January 1, all of the newly elect-

ed officials in Yorktown were officially 
sworn-in at a ceremony in Town Hall. 
They included councilmen Tom Diana 
and Ed Lachterman, new Town Clerk 
Diana Quast, Town Justice Gary Raniolo, 
County Legislator John Testa, and Super-
visor Michael Grace, who took the oath 
of office for his third two-year term.

Councilman Greg Bernard presided 
over the event, beginning with an opening 
prayer from Father Thomas Kreiser, from 
St. Patrick’s Church. Raniolo was sworn-
in by fellow Justice Sal Lagonia. Raniolo 
brought his entire family up to the podi-
um during his acceptance speech, singling 
out his father and wife as the driving force 
behind his career as town justice.

Testa was sworn-in to continue as legis-
lator for District 1, which covers Yorktown, 
Peekskill, and Cortlandt. Contrary to com-
ments by Bernard (who referred to him as 
the Majority Leader,) Testa confirmed that 
he would be serving again as the Minority 
Leader of the Republican caucus. A former 
mayor of Peekskill, Testa thanked the peo-
ple of Yorktown for their support over the 
years, and said he hoped to shape York-
town as much as he had in Peekskill.

Quast, a longtime deputy clerk who 
was elected to succeed Alice Roker as 
town clerk, was the only person not 

sworn-in by either Raniolo or Lagonia. 
Instead she was sworn-in by Ilan Gilbert, 
a former town justice in Yorktown and 
also her running-mate during the elec-
tion season. Gilbert said he was proud to 
call Quast not just a running-mate on the 
campaign trail, but also a friend. 

Lachterman, the newest town council-
man, made an emotional speech about 
his hopes for the future of Yorktown. 
Lachterman, who has volunteered for 
various causes around Yorktown for 
many years, including serving as presi-
dent of the Yorktown Lions Club, said he 
was motivated by a certain quote attrib-
uted to Benjamin Franklin: “Well done is 
better than well said.”

“Later in the 1800s they made it easier: 
‘Put up or shut up,’” he said, jokingly. 
Lachterman made his intentions to lower 
taxes and make Yorktown a more afford-
able living area for everybody (though 
specifically singling out seniors and 
young adults as those who are primarily 
affected by the high prices).

Bernard then introduced Diana, by re-
ferring to him as a former running-mate, 
now turned friend.

“It has turned into quite a bro-mance,” 
Bernard said, eliciting laughs from the 
crowd.

Diana, who was elected to his first full 
four-year term after serving one year on 
the board in 2015, became very emotion-

al in a speech about the ongoing drug 
problem in Yorktown and the outlying 
communities.  Diana said his goal was to 
further the drug enforcement program 
that has been spearheaded by Senator 
Terrence Murphy (R/Yorktown).

“If we can save just one person,” he 
said, “that will be enough.”

Lastly, Grace took the podium to be 
sworn-in as Town Supervisor. Grace 
won a narrow victory over Councilman 
Vishnu Patel after an election season 
that sometimes turned dirty. Grace ref-
erenced the difficulty of the past election 
season in his speech, stating that it was 
unfortunate that the personal lives of not 
only himself, but those of his children, 
had to be brought out into the fray.

Like Diana, Grace also referred to the 
ongoing drug problem, and stated his 
hopes that the new sober home on Un-
derhill Avenue he worked to bring into 
Yorktown will fulfill its duties. He made 
a case of stating that it was not enough 
to arrest and penalize drug-users, adding 
he was optimistic a drug treatment court 
that Yorktown is exploring would work 
to help users get to the root of their prob-
lem and put them on the road to sobriety.

“It’s a disease,” he said, referring to ad-
diction.  “And arresting someone isn’t go-
ing to help them.”

photo BY MichAel GiuliANo
councilmen tom Diana and ed lachterman, supervisor Michael Grace, town Justice Gary raniolo and 
town clerk Diana Quast all took their oaths of  office Friday at Yorktown town hall.

Yorktown Officials Sworn-In New Year’s Day at Town Hall
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By Neal Rentz 
The dawning of the new year coincided 

with the start of a new era for the Ossin-
ing Town Board as three new members 
took their oaths of office Friday.

New Ossining Supervisor Dana Lev-
enberg and her Democratic running 
mates Karen D’Attore and Elizabeth 
Feldman were among several Ossining 
elected officials who took their oaths of 
office during inauguration ceremonies 
held at the Budarz Theater in the Ossin-
ing Public Library as more than 200 resi-
dents packed the theater.

Assemblywoman Sandra Galef (D-
Ossining) administered the oath of office 
for Levenberg. Galef said Levenberg has 
been involved in public service for sev-
eral years in several capacities, including 
serving on the Ossining school board for 
nine years and working in her Assembly 
office for eight years. 

Levenberg is smart, creative, lovable 
and friendly, Galef said. “I’m so proud of 
her,” Galef said. 

Levenberg laid out what she wanted to 
accomplish as supervisor in collabora-
tion with residents. “I want to know what 
the best is in each one of you,” she said. 
“My plan for Ossining is directly rooted 
in what I believe is Ossining.”

“Ossining is a multi-cultural, multi-
talented, multi-dimensional place that 

allows us to be who we are and feel sup-
ported by others,” Levenberg said. “I 
want each of us to feel good about our 
Ossining places of work, educational in-
stitutions, place where we drop off our 
children or our parents, places where we 
congregate, celebrate, exercise, eat and 
relax. To achieve that I need you, your 
talents, your skills, your ideas and pas-

sions and connections.”   
“I have an open door for good ideas 

and people passionate about ways to im-
plement them,” Levenberg said.  

D’Attore said she was honored to be 
“blessed with the opportunity to serve 
the Town of Ossining alongside such a 
wonderful group of accomplished and 
committed individuals. All of us are 
bound by our desire to work hard for 
Ossining, to make sure that we continue 
to support the momentum that’s build-
ing our community into a model com-
munity, one that embraces diversity. One 
that is poised for a rich future. And one 
that will make sure that we have a place 
where all people can thrive.” 

Feldman thanked her supporters in 
last fall’s election campaign, and her 
running mates. She and her colleagues 
will work “together like a well-oiled ma-
chine” and will “really get things done in 
this town.”  

“I believe this new board will use a 
community-based, collaborative ap-
proach to work with and listen to the 
needs and concerns of our residents and 
business owners,” Feldman said. “We 
will work to preserve our identity as a 
historic Hudson River town, find ways 
to incorporate more green technology 
to lighten the load on our infrastructure 

while saving our taxpayers money.”
The ceremony also featured the swear-

ing in of new Police Chief Kevin Sylvest-
er, who spoke about the challenges facing 
police departments. 

“Today, police officers are expected to 
be vigilant crime fighters, but experts in 
the use of discretion,” he said. “You have 
to show compassion, respect and do all 
of it with the ultimate goal of preserving 
the rights of everyone equally.”

“I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to 
lead a department consisting of the finest 
law enforcement professionals anywhere 
in Westchester County,” said Sylvester, 
who is succeeding longtime chief Bill 
Burton.

Among the other officials taking their 
oaths was County Legislator Catherine 
Borgia (D/Ossining), majority leader on 
the Board of Legislators. “It’s a really a 
very exciting time here in our commu-
nity,” she said. “We’ve got a lot of new en-
ergy, a lot of new ideas. We’ve got a lot of 
wonderful history to build upon.”

“I don’t think you could find a com-
munity with a better heart, with better 
devotion to doing what’s right, to social 
justice, to making sure that everyone has 
a chance and an opportunity to succeed. 
And I think we really should be proud of 
ourselves,” Borgia said.   

NeAl reNtz photo
New ossining supervisor Dana levenberg 
addressed residents after taking the oath of  
office.

Levenberg Leads New Era for Ossining Town Board
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still remain in the race.   
In his video announcement, Pataki 

said he hopes whoever the next president 
is, it’ll be a person who understands poli-
ticians, “must be the people’s servant and 
not their master.”

He noted the job he did as governor 
came from values he learned growing up 
in the Hudson Valley on a small farm in 
Peekskill. Pataki also served as a state as-
semblyman and state senator.

“Mostly what I brought was a belief in 
America, that tomorrow would always 
be better,” Pataki said of his campaign. 
“And that as a free people we can accom-
plish anything.”

In a probable reference to Republi-
can frontrunner and fellow New Yorker 
Donald Trump, Pataki said, “If we’re 
truly going to make America great again, 
we need to elect a president that will do 
three things: confront and defeat radi-
cal Islam, shrink the size and power of 
Washington and unite us again in our 
belief in this great country.”

His wife, Libby, went on leave from 
Putnam County’s tourism department 
where she is the director to support Pa-
taki during his run. It’s not known when 
she’d be back. 

Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina said 
he might try to lure Pataki back to Peek-
skill government.

“I was sorry to see that George Pataki 
dropped out of the race but it appears 
there is no room in the Republican Party 
for any moderates, even here in Peek-
skill!,” Catalina said. “I am looking for a 
great City Council candidate to run with 
me in 2017 and next time i see him, I’ll 
ask if he’s interested.”

Pataki supporters from Putnam were 
also disappointed he was bowing out.

County Consumer Affairs Director 
and Kent resident Jean Noel said she 
knows Pataki is a “great leader” who had 
the talent to take the country forward. 
She was at his campaign kickoff several 
months ago. 

“Unfortunately, it seems like media 

driven celebrities are what people want,” 
Noel said. “It may not be the best choice 
but he gracefully, with dignity and honor, 
spoke about the suspension. I will always 
be proud of his efforts in Putnam Coun-
ty.”

Legislator Roger Gross was also at his 
campaign kickoff and went to another 
forum in New Hampshire featuring Pa-
taki. Despite spending a lot of time in 
New Hampshire--an early primary state-
-Gross acknowledged Pataki never really 
moved the needle as the primary nears.

“There are so many candidates, he 
never got the traction,” Gross said. “I 
wish him well. He gave it a good, sharp 
try.”

Former Governor Pataki Suspends Presidential Campaign
continued from page 1

The state Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision (DOCCS) is 
not adequately monitoring the state’s most 
dangerous sex offenders, often failing to 
make the minimum number of required 
monthly contacts and not performing 
mandated curfew checks, according to an 
audit issued recently by New York State 
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli. 

The audit examined compliance with 
the state’s Sex Offender Management and 
Treatment Act (Act) at regional DOCCS 

offices in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Elmira, 
New Rochelle, Northeast (Albany), 
Peekskill, Rochester and Syracuse.

Under state regulations, DOCCS is re-
sponsible for closely monitoring sex of-
fenders’ compliance with court-ordered 
conditions of their release. The Act applies 
to offenders who have been legally deter-
mined to suffer from a mental abnormal-
ity that predisposes them to committing 
a sex offense and that results in their dif-
ficulty in controlling this behavior. Many 

of these individuals are subject to a Strict 
and Intensive Supervision and Treatment 
(SIST) program by department person-
nel. SIST respondents are expected to 
demonstrate acceptance of responsibility 
for their behavior and to develop appro-
priate strategies to prevent reoffending.

“There’s a reason New York keeps an 
eye on convicted sex offenders who are 
released from prison,” said DiNapoli. 
“These regulations keep our communi-
ties safe and any failure to properly mon-

itor these high-risk individuals could 
have dangerous results. DOCCS officials 
agree with our key audit findings and 
have appropriately indicated they will 
take immediate action to improve over-
sight of the program.”

By law, DOCCS parole officers must 
make a minimum of six face-to-face su-
pervision contacts per month, which in-
cludes two home visits and two curfew 
checks. In addition, officers must make 

Comptroller Claims State Must Improve Oversight of Sex Offenders

continued on page 7
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By Neal Rentz
Bruce Fulgum took a chance when he 

left his job with IBM to open Fulgum’s 
Bar and Grill in Montrose 33 years ago. 
His gamble paid off as it has become a 
local institution. 

“People say it’s like Cheers. It’s just 
a great local bar,” Bruce said last week. 
“If 100 people came in, we’d know 80 of 
them.” 

Fulgum is the owner and his sons 
Jon and Chris manage the eatery. The 
family all live in Montrose and they are 
graduates of Hendrick Hudson High 
School, which is a short walk away from 
the eatery.

Some of the keys to the success of 
Fulgum’s are its customer service and 
local ownership, Fulgum said. “If I wasn’t 
from the area I don’t think this place 
would have been that successful,” he said.

Fulgum said his late grandfather, 
Charles Reilly, owned bars and 
restaurants from New York City up 
to Montrose since Prohibition. Reilly 
opened a small bar in Montrose in 1943 
by the old Montrose railroad station 
named Reilly’s Station Bar and Grill, 
Fulgum noted. 

“I was always around the business,” he 

recalled, adding he began working in the 
establishment in his late teens. 

As an adult, Fulgum did not 
immediately follow in his grandfather’s 
footsteps. Following his graduation from 
college he was a teacher and then became 
an IBM employee. He explained he 
decided to open Fulgum’s in 1983 after 
the Albany Post Road building became 

vacant. The structure had 
five previous owners over 
a seven-year period, he 
said. 

“It was very scary” to 
change professions, he 
said. 

The Fulgum family has 
put on two additions to 
the bar and grill, which is 
now about 2,500 square 
feet. High tables were 
introduced to the bar and 
restaurant eight months 
ago to provide a more 
laid back feel, Jon Fulgum 
noted.  

Fulgum’s hosts several 
private parties for such 
occasions as birthdays, 
anniversaries and class 

reunions. Fulgum’s also offers a variety 
of food specials, including prime rib 
night on Wednesdays, which includes a 
baked potato and a vegetable for $17.95. 
Tuesday is $2 taco and Coors Light beer 
night and chicken wings are 50 cents each 
on Monday nights and 25 cents apiece on 
Sundays. Burgers and wraps are among 
the most popular items, Jon said. 

Jon said a particular emphasis of 
Fulgum’s for the past roughly four 
years has been to stress food, which has 
attracted new customers. Many more 
customers have patronized Fulgum’s 
over the past year because of the food, 
he said.

The establishment features 11 flat 
screens televisions, which can offer 
different NFL and Major League Baseball 
games at one time. 

Local bands provide live music on 
nearly every Saturday night, which is not 
common for other local bars, Jon said. . 

Bruce, who is a member of the 
Hendrick Hudson High School Sports 
Hall of Fame as a basketball player, said it 
is important for the family to be involved 
in the local community. “We’re involved 
in a lot of the community affairs and 
high school affairs,” he said. “It’s great for 
business and there’s a great camaraderie.” 

Jon agreed with his father. “It’s a small 
town. It’s a tight community. So we had 
to get involved as much as we can,” he 
said.  

Fulgum’s Bar and Grill is located at 
2151 Albany Post Rd. in Montrose. For 
more information call 914-737-0172 or 
visit fulgums.com.

 Fulgum’s Bar and Grill
Montrose

Businesses

of the Week

photo BY NeAl reNtz
A portion of  the interior of  Fulgum’s Bar and Grill in Montrose
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Audition  
January 9, 2016 
10AM – 4:30PM 
 
at Somers Public Library located 
in Reis Park, Lincolndale, NY 

Westchester/Putnam Youth Symphony
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By Arthur Cusano
Westchester County has exceeded its 

annual benchmarks for developing 750 
units of affordable housing under a 2009 
settlement with the federal government, 
according to County Executive Rob As-
torino.

The county finished 2015 with financ-
ing in place for 649 units, 49 more than 
required by the settlement, according to 
a statement by Astorino released Decem-
ber 30. Building permits are in place for 
579 units, 54 more than required, he also 
stated.

“Our continued success proves we are 
committed to meeting the county’s obli-
gations under the settlement; local zon-
ing codes are non-discriminatory and 
support the development of fair and af-
fordable housing; and, cooperation—not 
litigation—is the best way to build hous-
ing,” Astorino stated. “I want to thank 
our municipalities for their partnership 
and our county planning officials for 
their expertise and professionalism. It 
was through this team effort that we’ve 
been able to meet our goals from the be-
ginning.”

The county met the benchmarks for 
units with financing in November, ac-
cording to the statement. It exceeded the 
number of units with building permits 
required in late December when Rye is-
sued permits for 41 units and New Castle 
issued permits for 28 units as part of its 
Chappaqua Crossing development. 

Under the terms of the settlement with 
the United States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD), 
and the United States Justice Depart-
ment, the county is required to spend at 
least $51.6 million to develop 750 units 
of affordable housing by the end of 2016.  
The units must be built in 31 communi-
ties chosen for their African-American 
and Hispanic populations in the 2000 
census. The county has never failed to 
meet a HUD benchmark under the set-
tlement since they began in 2011, ac-
cording to Astorino.  

Westchester County Board of Legisla-
tors Chair Michael Kaplowitz (D/Som-
ers) said the board had been working 
with the county executive to meet the 
requirement and approve the units and 
would continue to do so.

“We’re proud of the role we played this 
year in approving those units, and we 
also look forward to a successful conclu-
sion to the 2009 settlement,” Kaplowitz 
said. “And hopefully we can get back to 
business as usual, which is building af-
fordable housing in appropriate areas.”

As part of the settlement, the county 

is also required to file an AI or “analy-
sis of impediments,” which HUD finds 
“acceptable.” Westchester has filed eight 
AI’s with HUD in 2015, which look at 
possible challenges to building afford-
able housing.  HUD has so far refused 
to accept the AIs because it deemed the 
county’s local zoning laws to be exclu-
sionary towards some county residents. 
However, the United States Court Of Ap-
peals Second Circuit ruled in September 
the county had not engaged in any sort of 
housing discrimination.

“My goal there has been to try to bring 
the parties together and make sure that 
we live up to the settlement, but not one 
word more, and get up out from under 
having a monitor and legal requirements 
to do things,” Kaplowitz said. 

Kaplowitz said the main goal is to 
avoid a situation where the settlement is 
reopened due to noncompliance by the 
county.

“There would be potential fines and 
penalties and in the worst case, a huge 
number of additional units that might 
have to be built under court order,” he 
said.

Astorino, Kaplowitz Tout HUD Settlement Compliance

By Arthur Cusano
Democrat Catherine Parker (D-Rye) 

announced her candidacy for Board of 
Legislators Chair for the 2016-17 last 
week ahead of the January 4 vote.

Parker cited leadership of Westchester 
County’s government as the reason for 
many of the county’s problems, includ-
ing being the highest-taxed county in the 
nation. 

“Westchester County has struggled 
for years with the challenge of preserv-
ing essential services and protecting the 
taxpayers but our leaders continue to tell 
you that they have achieved great suc-
cesses worthy of high praise and even 
promotion,” Parker stated. “I’m confi-
dent our friends and families throughout 
the County would find that suggestion 
pretty out of touch with reality.  Westch-
ester’s finances have reached a tipping 
point and the people who elected us are 
getting less and less for their money.  I’m 
choosing to look at the coming chal-
lenges as opportunities to put change in 

the county’s leadership that has been in 
county government for nearly two dec-
ades.”

Parker, a former Rye city councilwom-
an and small business owner, is entering 
her second term on the Board of Legisla-
tors and cited her work on the comple-
tion of the Playland management agree-
ment, which she said secured millions 
in capital investments to the park and 
neighboring community.  Parker has also 
served as the Chair of the Board’s Envi-
ronment and Energy Committee. Parker 
voted against the county’s 2016 operating 
budget, which she stated “utilized prac-
tices to balance the books for passage 
and political posturing.” 

 “Westchester County has missed too 
many opportunities to find savings be-
fore hitting all of the panic buttons and 
diminishing services and threatening 
higher taxes,” Parker stated.  “Several 
years ago, the county completed a report 
that detailed millions of dollars in avail-
able energy savings and very little, if any 

of them have been brought to fruition.  
Knowing these savings, and others just 
like them are available and failing to find 
them is a failure of leadership and shows 
a lack of effort.”  

If elected Board of Legislators Chair, 
Parker would continue to have every 
member of the Board serve as a commit-
tee chair in order to foster cooperation. 

Legislator Michael Kaplowitz (D/Som-
ers) said he was not aware of Parker’s 
intent to seek the chair position he held 
last year.  He announced in December 
that he already had enough votes among 
fellow legislators to be re-elected to the 
position. Kaplowitz is part of a coalition 
made up of board Republicans and one 
fellow Democrat that helped pass the 
2016 budget.

“She’s obviously not able to count suc-
cessfully,” Kaplowitz said. “I secured 10 
votes, more than a majority, so I’m not 
quite sure what led her to that.” I’m not 
sure if she wants to participate in the 
government, but that’s up to her. We’ve 
accomplished a lot and there’s much 
more to be done.”

The Legislature is expected to vote for 
its chair and other leadership positions at 
its Monday meeting in White Plains.

Parker Challenging Kaplowitz for County Board Chair

Michael Kaplowitz

Catherine Parker

six “collateral” contacts per month, such 
as meeting with a respondent’s mental 
health treatment provider. DOCCS also 
requires officers to obtain an updated dig-
ital photo of each SIST respondent every 
90 days and any time a respondent has 
a notable change of appearance, such as 
change of hairstyle or weight gain or loss.

DiNapoli’s audit, however, found the 
minimum total of six monthly face-to-face 
contacts did not occur in nearly a quarter 
of the 92 cases tested. For example, in the 
Bronx regional office, officers did not make 
the minimum number of contacts in 119 
of the 278 months that were reviewed (43 
percent). Similarly, the Northeast office 
failed to meet the monthly criteria in 73 of 

the 117 months tested (62 percent).
DOCCS officers also failed to perform 

required curfew checks in a quarter of the 
92 cases. In the Northeast office, 78 percent 
of monthly curfew checks were not per-
formed. And in the New Rochelle office 
only 42 percent of the checks were com-
pleted. By contrast, the Rochester office 
made all of the curfew checks as required.

Auditors also reviewed the timeliness 
of SIST offender photo updates. Photos 
of SIST offenders are supposed to be 
updated at least every 90 days, but only 
38 percent of 113 required updates were 
done on time while 15 percent were more 
than a month late. At the time of the au-
dit, one respondent’s photo had not been 
updated in almost a year.

Comptroller Claims State Must Improve Oversight of Sex Offenders
continued from page 5
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To the Editor:
“All good things must come to an end” 

and this is one of them. 
At its 2015 annual meeting, Cortlandt 

WATCH’s members voted to close the 
doors on 30 years of citizen activism. 
WATCH wants to thank those whose 
faith and support throughout the years 
made so many achievements possible.

Back in 1985, Cortlandt’s government 
was an old boy network of elected offi-
cials and real estate developers who were 
approving thousands of new houses and 
about to change zoning regulations to 
enable more development than was al-
lowed by law. Cortlandt’s homeowners 
were excluded from the approval process 
and clueless about how to intervene to 
protect their interests and quality of life.

There were more than 30 homeowner 
associations, all struggling with separate 
projects. Cortlandt WATCH’s founders – 
Eunice Rosenberg, Charley Nagy, Jerry 
Gilmartin and Bob Foley - understood 
the need for an umbrella under which 
these small organizations could pool re-
sources and coordinate their efforts.

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world. Indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has” – Margaret Mead

WATCH’s tiny core grew to 28, then 
to 400. By the time the Colabaugh Pond 
emery mine proposed blasting and min-
ing in a residential area, 600 WATCH 
members attended Town Board meet-
ings to stop the mine. How did WATCH 
do it?  In order to understand the town’s 
approval process, the core members at-
tended every Town Board and Planning 
Board meeting until they understood 
and could explain what rights and re-
sponsibilities average citizens have.

It seems incredible now, but in those 
pre-Internet days WATCH’s letters to the 
editors of local newspapers were the call 
to arms that alerted readers of upcoming 
municipal Board meetings. Dedicated 

WATCH members sent impassioned let-
ters and went door to door to alert neigh-
bors that nearby development proposals 
were on the agendas. WATCH brought 
membership invitations to every meet-
ing and membership ballooned. 

Extensive media coverage attracted 
members with critical skills including 
legal help from Tom Carulli and Marla 
Rubin, who guided WATCH through its 
incorporation as a non-profit and on to 
its successful lawsuit against the Town’s 
approval of Habitat Lafayette. The suit 
not only established WATCH’s legal 
standing to intervene, but also slashed 
Habitat Lafayette’s proposed 300-plus 
units to 140 and permanent protection 
of the on-site wetland.

“Cortlandt WATCH was the lightning 
rod; It wasn’t the lightning.”- Eunice 
Rosenberg

Habitat Lafayette was the lightning. 
Seven hundred enraged citizens were 
present when Cortlandt’s Planning Board 
approved the subdivision. The resulting 
successful lawsuit was the beginning of 
the movement to elect reform candi-
dates. Marla and Tom went on to draft 
the legislation that ultimately resulted 
in Cortlandt’s major environmental or-
dinances that protect the Town’s steep 
slopes, wetlands and neighborhoods 
from rampant, unplanned development.

“If you don’t have a seat at the table, 
you’re probably on the menu.” – Eliza-
beth Warren

WATCH’s activism expanded to in-
clude larger County and State initia-
tives such as ending ocean dumping of 
sludge from the Peekskill and Ossining 
sewage treatment plants, transport and 
disposal of ash from the County Incin-
erator and the  Sprout Brook ash pit, 
blocking a gravel-crushing operation 
on the Westchester/Putnam border, and 
co-partnering with Pace University’s En-
vironmental Law Clinic to get accumu-
lated lead out of the shooting range out 

of Blue Mt. State Park.
Part of WATCH’s mission included 

assisting new citizen groups and coach-
ing them on effective political action. 
WATCH reached beyond Cortlandt ‘s 
borders to assist organizers of Peeksill 
Hollowbrook Water Watch and Yorktown 
Green, (Susan – Is this the right name?) 
and opposition to the Spectra gas pipeline. 

WATCH also provided programs for the 
general public featuring speakers with ex-
pertise on a wide range of issues, including 
nuclear power, filing FOIL request (Free-
dom of Information), affordable housing, 
solar power, recycling, sustainable land-
scaping and land management. 

MOVNGON From its beginning, 
WATCH was adamantly non-partisan 
and non-political. Elected and appointed 
officials were members, but could not 
serve as directors, executive board mem-
bers, or consultants. Given their com-
mitment to civic activism and their deep 
knowledge of local, county and state gov-
ernment, it was inevitable that several 
directors left WATCH to serve on Cort-
landt’s Town and Planning Boards. Oth-
er members served on a variety of town 
committees, such as the Conservation 
Advisory Council, Master Plan Commit-
tee, Comprehensive Plan Committee, the 
Open Space Committee, Sewer & Water 
Committee, Traffic Committee, Hudson 
River Valley Greenway Committee, and 
Concept Committees. 

“What a long strange trip it’s been” – 
The Grateful Dead???     

WATCH’s 1985 opposition to the 
1200-unit Scallen development on Cort-

landt’s northern border through the 
revised 300+ unit proposal for the site  
led to the creation of 325-acre Gateway 
Park in 2000. This 15 year trip marked 
WATCH’s evolution from a tiny band 
of activists into membership in a broad 
coalition of private citizens, charitable 
foundations, civic organizations and lo-
cal, county and state governments fo-
cused on preserving and protecting our 
town’s environment. Besides steering 
Gateway Park into safe harbor, here’s a 
short list of WATCH’s achievements for 
those residents too young to remember 
the signposts along our way:
• Blocked development of the Scallen 
property  
• Habitat Lafayette 
• Stopped reopening of the emery mine

Initiated and championed major envi-
ronmental laws: 
• The Steep Slope Ordinance
• The Wetlands Ordinance 
• The Lot Count Law the Cluster Ordi-
nance 

“Get Involved; The Future Belongs To 
Those Who show Up” – Anonymous  

Looking back over the past 30 years, 
WATCH’s most important achievements 
were opening the doors of government to 
Cortlandt’s residents and initiating hon-
est and responsive town government. In 
parting, we would like to thank the many 
residents and organizations whose faith 
and support made this possible.

Sincerely yours,
SuSan McDonnEll, 

President cortlandt WaTcH Inc.
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The End of a WATCH-ful Time in Cortlandt

To the Editor,
Thank you, thank you, thank you to 

everyone that came to Yorktown’s first 
New Year’s Eve ball drop. It was absolutely 
amazing! I was astonished by the amount of 
people that were there and everybody had 
a terrific time. What a beautiful way to start 
the new year with so many residents; well 
over 2,000! You made a great night with all 
the support and help from the Chamber of 
Commerce and the town board especially 
Tom Diana whose idea this was . A very 
special thank you to our sponsors that 
sponsored the ball drop without them 
it would’ve not of been possible to have 
such a great event. From the older 

people to young kids having a great time 
enjoying the music from the DJ that we 
had there and special thanks to Garden 
State Fireworks that put on a fireworks 
display that I was told made White Plains 
look like nothing. I’m honored to be the 
president of the Yorktown Chamber of 
Commerce and to be able to do things like 
this in the community that puts Yorktown 
on the map and makes Yorktown a place 
that people want to go to. In closing I just 
like to say I hope everyone has a healthy 
and prosperous new year. May God bless 
everyone.

Thank you ,
ErIc DIBarTolo

Yorktown’s New Year’s Eve Ball 
Drop was Amazing
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The 4th Annual Polar Plunge, 
planned by the This Is Me 
Foundation and sponsored by The 
Quiet Man Public House, attracted 
a record 78 participants on New 
Year’s Day at the Riverfront Green 
in Peekskill and raised close to 
$15,000.

All proceeds from the 
plunge will go towards college 
scholarships for local students at 
Hendrick Hudson, Peekskill and 
Walter Panas high schools who 
have faced an adversity, or helped 
a friend through a tough time, as 

well as national scholarships to 
students who have alopecia, an 
auto-immune disease that causes 
hair loss.

The This Is Me Foundation was 
founded by Peekskill residents 
Caitlin and Lauren Brady to raise 
awareness about alopecia. The 
This Is Me Scholarship Fund, 
inspired by Ryan Risco and Cait 
Chivonne Polhill, has provided 20 
scholarships locally and nationally 
since 2012 and will present eight 
scholarships in 2016.

— Rick Pezzullo

photos BY rick pezzullo

4th Annual Polar Plunge in Peekskill Raises Nearly $15,000
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Many cost-savings deals offered by 

restaurants are described below. Some of 
these deals are available only on specific 
days or nights of the week. Special con-
ditions may apply and most restaurants 
reserve the right to make substitutions 
depending on availability of ingredients. 
Prices are per person unless otherwise 
indicated and do not include tax or gra-
tuity. Happy Hour discounts are not cov-
ered in this article.

12 Grapes, Peekskill 
1. Wednesday burger night. Six dif-

ferent burgers are offered including 
“Electric Beef ” (with cheddar cheese, 
barbecue sauce and jalapeños); “Bra-
vo Avocado” (with avocado and swiss 
cheese), and a vegetarian option called 
“Any Port-obello in a Storm” (portobello 
mushroom, mozzarella and roasted red 
peppers with garlic aoli). All of the burg-
ers are served on a brioche bun ($10 in-
cluding hand-cut French fries). 

2. Wednesday Ladies Night. Martinis 
($6) and wine by the glass ($6).

3. Thursday night dinner deal. Choice 
of soup or salad plus an entrée such as 
chicken with risotto, mushroom ravioli, 
Cajun catfish and more. Add a small des-
sert for $3 more ($18 for a two-course or  
$21 for a three-course meal).

  anna Maria’s, larchmont
Wednesday two-course pasta night. 

Appetizer choices: salads, mussels in 
white wine, or zucchini sticks. Pasta 
choices: rigatoni bolognese, tortellini, 
penne al pesto (fried eggplant and moz-
zarella), linguini or covatelli with arti-
chokes and cremini mushrooms ($19).

  Ben’s of Scarsdale, Scarsdale
1. Wednesday dinner platter. Select 

from four offerings: corned beef with 
cabbage and boiled potato; meat loaf 
with mashed potatoes and corn; chicken 
in the pot loaded with kreplach, matzo 
ball, noodles, peas and carrots; or chef ’s 
choice of the day ($16.99 each). 

2. Thursday turkey dinner. Soup, roast 
turkey (choice of white or dark meat) 
with cranberry sauce, stuffing, gravy, 
mashed or candied sweet potatoes, and 
choice of vegetable ($19.99 or $24.99 
with a glass of wine).

  Buon amici, White Plains
Two-course luncheon meal. An entrée 

with mixed salad and coffee or tea. En-
trée choices: fettuccine or gnocchi pesto; 
cavatelli with spinach and sun-fried to-
matoes; rigatoni with eggplant; cheese 
or meat Alfredo; stuffed shells; spinach 
tortellini; linguine with salmon chunks; 
eggplant parmigiana; and four different 
chicken dishes including chicken caccia-
tore off the bone and chicken Scarpari-
ello off the bone ($10.95 each) or Tilapia 
Marachiara ($13.95). 

  california Pizza Kitchen, Scarsdale 
1. By joining the restaurant’s loyalty 

program, patrons receive one of the fol-
lowing free small plates with their meal: 
mac and cheese, white corn guacamole, 
asparagus arugula salad, spicy Tinga 
quesadilla, petite wedge, Bianco flat-
bread, shaved mushroom and spinach 
flatbread, spicy fennel sausage or ploba-
no flatbread. 

2. For every $100 spent, loyalty pro-
gram members receive a $5 award on 
their accounts and a free desert on on 
their birthdays.  

  chutney Masala, Irvington 
Two-course lunch. Appetizers: a com-

bination of crisps, yogurt, potato chick-
peas and chutneys; onion fritters,; potato 
samosa; tilapia; or patties of baby spin-
ach, fenugreek leaves, lentils and cheese. 
Entrées are served with long-grain 

Himalayan basmati rice and nan bread 
and include cheese and spinach, cau-
liflower and potatoes, roasted skinless 
eggplant mash, chicken tikka, chicken 
curry, lamb, curried fish, or shrimp in 
coconut infused sauce ($16).

  
cortlandt colonial Manor, 

cortlandt Manor
1. Wednesday January 13. This is Na-

tional Peach Melba Day — a free Peach 
Melba is included for dessert with every 
entree ordered.

2. Monday January 25. National Irish 
Coffee Day. Irish Coffee is served for $1.

3. February 1-10. Wine cellar clear-
ance offer. Bottles of wine with damaged 
or stained labels and discontinued wines 
will be on sale. These bottles previously 
cost $19 to $43 and will be priced at $12.

  Don Tommaso’s, Yorktown
Three-course meal. Available all day 

on Sunday through Thursday and before 
5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday ($23).

  Goldfish, ossining
1. Friday and Saturday three-course 

menu. Appetizer, soup or salad, entrées 
including Korean barbecue monk fish 
and a 1-1/4-pound pan-roasted lobster; 
dessert is included ($25.95).

2. Sunday to Thursday three-course 
menu. Appetizer, soup or salad, and en-
trée. Many entrées to pick from includ-
ing salmon stuffed with crabmeat, New 
York strip steak, or seared sea scallops, 
and dessert ($18)

3. Monday to Friday three-course 
lunch. Same menu as Sunday to Thurs-
day three-course meal ($18). 

  Mima Vinoteca, Irvington
1. Monday wine discount night. One 

half-off discount is given for house bot-
tles of wine.

2. Tuesday pasta night. A three-course 
pasta dinner is offered starting with a 
choice of salad, followed by a selection 

from pasta pomodoro, margherita, bo-
lognese or meatballs and gelato is served 
for dessert ($31).

3. Two-course lunch. Choice of salad 
plus pasta with coffee, tea or soda ($19).

  Morton’s, White Plains
Burger or steak sandwich. Prime 

9-ounce burger with fries or prime rib-
eye steak open sandwich and glass of 
Raymond Vineyards, Napa Valley, caber-
net sauvignon — this deal is available in 
the bar area only ($25).

  MP Taverna, Irvington
Monday to Friday “The MP Meal.” A 

combination plate, items are served to-
gether and include an appetizer, entrée, 
and a dessert of the day. Different selec-
tion each day of the week. Monday: soup 
and chicken souvlaki; Tuesday: tomato 
salad and cavatelli; Wednesday: crab 
cake and grilled chicken salad; Thursday: 
meatballs and beef burger; Friday: MP 
salad and grilled branzino ($15). 

  orfino’s, Briarcliff Manor
1. Sunday through Thursday din-

ner for two. One shared appetizer, one 
shared dessert and two entrées — choose 
any two entrées on the menu priced up 
to $28 ($59 per couple).

2. Tuesday and Wednesday pasta 
nights. Choice of pasta with a salad ($13).

  Plates, larchmont
1. Wine Wednesday.  No charge to 

“Bring Your Own Bottle.”
2. Mid-week, two-course dinner. 

Chose two items from the appetizer, en-
trée and dessert selections ($30)

3. Sunday brunch. Half-price off for 
bottles of wine. 

  river Grill, Sleepy Hollow
1. Monday lobster night. A 

1-1/4-pound lobster comes with pota-
toes and a vegetable ($18.95)

2. Thursday rib night. An 18-ounce 
prime rib is served with potatoes and 
vegetables ($18.95)

  Saint George, Hastings-on-Hudson
Sunday dinner for two. The menu 

changes every week. A couple splits an 
appetizer and they receive two entrees, 
two sides and coffee or soft drinks ($29 
per person). 

  Sofito, White Plains
1. Monday night dinner. “Paella and 

Para El.” One bottle of wine, one appe-
tizer, a paella dish for two and one des-
sert ($55 per couple).

2. Tuesday night dinner. Similar to the 
Monday night dinner except that the ap-
petizer is replaced by a second dessert.

3. Wednesday night salsa lesson. One 
hour of instruction plus a glass of sangria 
($15).

The Examiner’s Guide to Dining Deals and Discounts

chef  Victor Falcon, left, and chris raimo, founder and owner of  Buon Amici in White plains.

chef/owner Anna Maria santorelli of  Anna 
Maria’s in larchmont.
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What are you drinking these days?

I’ve written about numerous wines, 
from innumerable regions, crafted from 
multitudinous grape varieties. I’ve fo-
cused on tried-and-true wines, and 
fringe wines hoping to attain a 
mainstream recognition. 

My mantra has always been to 
experiment. A regular practice 
of sampling new wines will in-
variably lead to consumers find-
ing their “new favorite wine,” a 
phrase I frequently employ.

Of course, most of us have 
our go-to wines, the ones we 
consider our comfort wines, 
those wines that are consist-
ently reliable palate-pleasers. 
But there are so many wines 
in the marketplace today 
that have the potential of 
replacing, or at least sup-
plementing, your core cache 
of favorite wines. For many of us, find-
ing our current favorite wines was ac-
cidental, a result of experimenting with 
a wine recommended by our local wine 
merchant, or a sommelier at a forward-
thinking restaurant. Many of our current 
favorites replaced long-standing previ-
ous favorites.

I am intrigued by the divergent demo-

graphics of today’s wine consumer. In 
my travels, I’ve classified them into three 
very broad categories. With due credit to 
(two-time) former Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld, they are: 

“I know what I know” consumers, with 
blinders full-on, who have been 
drinking the same wines since 
their first adult sip. 

“I know what I don’t know” 
tipplers, who are aware of the 
vast choices currently in the 
marketplace, but feel no com-
pulsion to venture outside their 
self-created boundaries. 

And my favorite: the “I 
don’t know what I don’t 
know” adventurers. Rather 
than intentionally shunning 
the vast, unknown universe of 
wine choices, they approach 
each purchase decision-point 
with a clean slate (and clean 
palate). 

Into which category do you fall?

The reality of the wine consumption 
landscape in the United States in 2016 is 
fairly clear. There is a wide swath of the 
wine consuming public that views wine 
as a pleasurable companion to a meal, 
but not necessarily a vital component 

of it. A significant percentage of con-
sumers purchase Pinot Grigio without 
giving a second thought to the endless 
alternatives of light, aromatic and struc-
tured white wines. Merlot commands a 
substantial market share as a middle-of-
the-road, middle-of-the-palate wine of 
choice.

Two recent surveys shed further, sta-
tistical, light on the drinking habits of 
American wine consumers. 

The 2015 American Wine Consumer 
Preference Survey, published by Sonoma 
State University and the Wine Business 
Institute, polled 1,072 demographically 
diverse consumers. The survey partici-
pants received a list of grapes and were 
asked to pick all of their favorites. The 
top choice? Chardonnay. Rounding out 
the top five (in order of preference): Mer-
lot, White Zinfandel, Pinot Grigio and 
Cabernet Sauvignon/Pinot Noir (tied 
for fifth). Their favorite style?  Over 50% 
preferred fruity, semi-sweet and smooth. 
Contrary to popular belief, only 26% 
preferred dry wines. 

When I reviewed the report, I must 
say I was a bit surprised at the results. It 
seems the “I know what I know” group 
dominates the wine market. Each of the 
top five wines has been a best seller for 
years. However, I assumed that more 
wine consumers were experimenting 
with, or at least expanding, their choices 
over the last decade. 

About to consider my mantra to exper-
iment with new wines a failure, I came 

across another survey (keep searching 
until you find statistics that comport to 
your viewpoint?).

This survey, a tabulation of inquiries 
on the wine website Wine-searcher.com, 
reaches a different conclusion than the 
2015 American Wine Consumer Prefer-
ence Survey. 

Wine-searcher has compiled a list of 
nearly eight million wines, as submitted 
by over 50,000 merchants. Tens of mil-
lions of consumers submit inquiries in 
search of wines. Over the past year, the 
top grape searches were for Pinot Noir, 
followed by Cabernet Sauvignon. Char-
donnay, followed by Sauvignon Blanc, 
was the top white wine search. 

Which survey reflects your prefer-
ences?

Whether the subject is wine prefer-
ences, or more esoteric topics such as 
your favorite ice cream, political party 
or world leader, we can all find surveys 
that support our preferences. I know that 
I know that. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 20 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine

Your Wine Preferences: Do You Know What You Know?

By Nick Antonaccio
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The National Association of Realtors 
has an advisory service called House 
Logic which dispenses all kinds of use-
ful information. Very cleverly, it kicked 
off 2016 by issuing the top New Year’s 
resolutions for the home that normally 
would be associated with per-
sonal resolve.  Paraphrased, I 
share them here.

1. lose weight (cut energy use)
 Surveys show that more than 

any other New Year’s resolution, 
people want to lose weight. In 
terms of our homes, the ad-
vice given here is to check your 
HVAC ductwork which can be 
a tremendous energy waster, 
leaking heating and cooling air 
through holes and loose connec-
tions.

According to Energy Start, seal-
ing and insulating a home’s ductwork 
can improve the efficiency of a heating 
and cooling system by as much as 20%.  
While making your home more comfort-
able, added benefits of a more efficient 
system includes an extended lifespan 
for your furnace, air conditioner, or heat 
pump.

Be sure to use duct sealant, called 
mastic, to seal the seams, holes and con-
nections.    Sometimes the confusingly 
named “duct tape” is used, which doesn’t 
provide a permanent solution.  

2.Quit Smoking (purify indoor air)
    The Environmental Protection Agen-

cy identifies indoor air quality as one of 
the top environmental health hazards, 

and it’s the one that we tend to think the 
least about. Yet, indoor air is full of po-
tential contaminants, such as dust, mold 
spores, pollen, and viruses. 

The problem is at its worst during win-
ter, when windows and doors are shut 

tight.  The best way to deal with 
this is to change furnace filters 
regularly.  

Interestingly, last year I 
bought a top of the line Dim-
plex electric insert fireplace that 
makes a flame that looks like the 
genuine item. When I was told 
it came with an air purification 
system, it really didn’t influence 
my decision one way or the oth-
er, but reminded of the hazards 
of indoor air quality, I plan to 
make use of it regularly this sea-
son.

3. Get out of debt (budget for improve-
ments) 

Here’s an interesting statistic that this 
advisory produced: LendingTree.com 
places average costs of yearly mainte-
nance and upkeep at 1% to 3% of your 
home’s initial price.  That means that the 
owner of a $500,000 home should budget 
between $5,000 and $15,000 each year 
for upkeep and replacements.

4.learn something new (educate your-
self on home finances) 

 A tip given here is to learn how to 
improve your insurance score. Letting 
credit card debt build up is a black mark 
on credit history and an indicator that an 
insurance claim is more likely to be filed. 

The more claims, the higher risk a person 
is to insurance agencies, lowering insur-
ance scores and raising rates. It’s also im-
portant to keep payments on loans cur-
rent. Delinquent payments also result in 
a lower insurance score.

5. Get organized (de-clutter)
   De-clutter is probably the word most 

frequently used in real estate, certainly 
when it’s time to sell. It’s also not such a 
bad idea for those of us who are planning 
to stay put, but just want to live a more 
organized life.  

6. Drink less (curb home water use)
 Making a few simple changes can save 

you hundreds of dollars from your an-
nual water bill. These include installing 
low-flow showerheads and high-efficien-
cy toilets which use compressed air and 
electric water pumps to flush with less 
than 1 gallon of water, while older mod-
els required up to eight gallons.
7. Volunteer (support your commu-
nity)

    My favorite aspect of community life 
is pitching in around the neighborhood 
while benefitting the value of my own 
property at the same time. My pet project 
is the battle against litter. For some years, 
I’ve put on my bright orange vest on a 
specified spring cleanup day to pick up 
litter. But I don’t limit that chore to that 
one specific day.  Whenever I see litter on 
my street, I pick it up. It gives me great 
satisfaction.  

8. Spend more time with family (share 
home improvement projects)

  Spending quality time with your fam-
ily takes quality planning. A really great 
suggestion is to make a home emergency 
preparedness kit. It’s a good, non-scary 
way to teach small children about what 
to do if there’s an emergency.

9. Get fit (exercise your DIY Skills)
Routine home maintenance and repair 

is a double win — you’ll burn calories 
while keeping your house and property 
in tip-top shape. My workout routine 
through the years has been gardening 
which is calculated to burn about 200 
calories per hour.

10. Be less stressed (use maintenance 
free materials)

Recommended here is the installation 
of low-maintenance materials and prod-
ucts designed for durability and long, 
trouble-free service. And a revelation to 
me when I had recessed lighting installed 
was to choose LED. When I told my elec-
trician that it looked like it would be dif-
ficult for me to get to the bulbs, he told 
me not to worry about it…that the bulbs 
would outlast me by at least 20 years.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Top 10 List of New Year’s Resolutions for Your Home

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878
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acroSS
 1 Soap-airing TV station
 4 Erie Canal mule
 7 “Me time” resort
 10 Sombrero
 11 Ryan’s “Love Story” co-star
 12 Conger is one
 13 Pique
 14 Racket
 15 Doze
 16 Compass point or Yorktown 
destination for a great smile, 
_____ Dental
 19 Proclaim
 20 Gab
 21 Country club hire
 24 Former location of Finnegans, 
this is the town’s latest hot spot, 
____ Grille
 29 So-so
 30 Crowd disapproval
 32 U.N. arm
 33 Started a blaze
 34 Ground furrow
 35 It often has sliding doors
 36 NYC time

 37 Put away
 38 Goggle
 39 Reserved
DoWn
 1 Wedgewood
 2 Domain of the lowest noble 
rank
 3 Skeleton parts
 4 A monk
 5 Not native
 6 Accelerator (physics term)
 7 Transmitted
 8 Stew vegetable
 9 European peak
 17 Japanese city
 18 Nasal walls
 22 California Oaks
 23 Wise
 25 They are black or green
 26 Pass on
 27 Coin of Denmark
 28 Meshlike
 29 Shoulder bag, e.g.
 30 Bikini part
 31 Escape clause
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4 Erie Canal 
mule

7 "Me time" 
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10 Sombrero

11 Ryan's 
"Love 
Story" co-
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12 Conger is 
one

13 Pique

14 Racket

15 Doze

16 Compass 
point or 
Yorktown 
destination 
for a great 
smile, _____ 
Dental

19 Proclaim

20 Gab

21 Country club 
hire

24 Former 
location of 
Finnegans, 
this is the 
town's latest 
hot spot, 
____ Grille

29 So-so

30 Crowd 
disapproval

32 U.N. arm

33 Started a 
blaze

34 Ground 
furrow

35 It often has 
sliding doors

36 NYC time

37 Put away

38 Goggle

39 Reserved

Down

1 Wedgewood

2 Domain of 
the lowest 
noble rank

3 Skeleton 
parts

4 A monk

5 Not native

6 Accelerator 
(physics 
term)

7 Transmitted

8 Stew 
vegetable

9 European 
peak

17 Japanese 
city

18 Nasal walls

22 California 
Oaks

23 Wise

25 They are 
black or 
green

26 Pass on

27 Coin of 
Denmark

28 Meshlike

29 Shoulder 
bag, e.g.

30 Bikini part

31 Escape 
clause

Crossword

 Solution on page  14

Obituaries 
Raymond Boswell
Raymond Boswell, a longtime resident 

of Ossining, died December 29. He was 83.
He was born in Ossining on April 23, 

1932 to Thomas and Anna Mae (Wren) 
Boswell. He 

was a retired Mobil executive where 
he was employed for 35 years in Inter-
national Operations. He was very inter-
ested in classical music and the stock 
market. After retirement he was for a 
time co-owner of race horses. He was a 
communicant of St Ann’s Church.

Mr. Boswell is survived by his nephew 
John Boswell, five nieces Joan Boswell 
Voophees, Germayne Boswell Tizzao, Re-
gina Boswell all of Ohio, Lynne Siragusa 
of East Avon NY and Janne Boswell of Or-
lando, FL and grand-nieces and nephews.

Edward DiLoreto
Edward G. DiLoreto, who grew up 

in Ossining and was a police officer in 

Briarcliff Manor for more than 30 years, 
died December 26, 2015 in Greensboro, 
NC.

Mr. DiLoreto was also the owner of 
All County Airport Service. He was well 
known throughout the Ossining/Bri-
arcliff area. He never knew a stranger, 
and was unofficially known as the ‘may-
or’ of the town. He lived his last 20 years 
in Emerald Isle, NC with his wife, Jane. 

He was the beloved husband of Jane 
Wylie DiLoreto, father of Mark (wife 
Judi) and Steven (wife Kathy) DiLoreto, 
and Julie DiLoreto Davis; brother to 
Tony and Louie DiLoreto, and Gig DiLo-
reto Griffin; grandfather to Matthew, 
Jenna, Katina, Kari Ann, Jack, and Sa-
mara; and stepfather to Glenn Wylie and 
Dana Wylie Casey. He also leaves behind 
five step-grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews and friends. Preceding him 
in death were his daughter, Lori Ann 
DiLoreto, brother, Gerald DiLoreto, and 
his parents, Anna Battista DiLoreto and 
Guerino DiLoreto. Donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association .\

Somers schools were forced to close 
Monday after about 20 buses were 
found vandalized in the district’s bus 
garage.

State Police in Somers were 
dispatched to Somers High School on 
Primrose Street at about 6 a.m. on a 
reported criminal mischief complaint 
after school bus employees arrived for 
work and observed numerous buses 
had slashed tires and broken windows. 
Some fire extinguishers inside the buses 

were also set off.
School officials estimated 40 to 50% of 

the district’s bus fleet was left inoperable 
by the vandalism. Surveillance cameras 
at the garage are being reviewed by 
police and school personnel, but there 
are currently no leads into who was 
responsible for the damage.

The incident remains under 
investigation and anyone with 
information is asked to contact State 
Police at (914) 769-2600.

Bus Vandalism Causes 
Closing of Somers Schools

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles 
at the top of the homepage 
to play today's crossword!
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

Pet Of The Week: 
H 
A 
T 
T 
I 
E 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

She is a sweet girl  
looking for a family  

this New Year!  
Meet Her At:  
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Tuesday, Jan. 5
Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Val-

ley Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Jan. 6
Health Insurance assistance:  Do you 

need health insurance? The Health De-
partment offers free help. A Westchester 
County Health Department navigator will 
be at The Field Library every Wednesday 
in January from 9 am to 1 pm with assist-
ance. Please call 914-813-5192 to sched-
ule. Appointments are available in English 
and Spanish. 

Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fitness 
classes are being offered to seniors who 
reside in Peekskill. The schedule is: Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut 
– 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday – Fall Preven-
tion Class – 10 to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba 
Gold – 11 a.m. to noon. 

Call Terri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 
for more information. Classes are con-
ducted at 4 Nelson Ave., downstairs from 
the library.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Westchester Writers Workshop: The 
Westchester Writers Workshop holds 
meetings from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on the 
first, third (and fifth) Thursdays of each 
month. We offer a safe, supportive, and 
creative environment to share literary 
works in progress. We are not a writ-
ing class but rather an ongoing group of 
writers offering assistance to its members 
who are looking to improve their writing 
skills through positive feedback and help-
ful critiques. Besides critiques and edits, 
we explore the publication process. We 
welcome both beginners as well as experi-
enced writers over the age of 18. Visit our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
WestchesterWriters for more info.  Regis-
tration is required. Please call the library 
to register at 914-232-5717 or register on-
line at www.somerslibrary.org.

Thursday, Jan. 7
Taste of Talmud:  Every Thursday 

morning from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd., Wendy Segal conducts a class: titled 
“A Taste of Talmud.” She discusses “How 
Jewish Thinking by our Sages Informs 
Our Lives Today.” Come join our lively 
weekly class (in its sixth year!) which 
discusses contemporary ethical issues in 
light of the wisdom of the Talmud and 
our sages. No prior Jewish knowledge or 
Hebrew reading is necessary. Everyone 

is welcome. Info: 914-245-2324 or york-
townjewishcenter.org.

long life Preparation: Preparing for 
a Long Life: In Your Home, a free semi-
nar, will be held from 2 to 3 p.m. at the 
Field Library. Topics will include getting 
in and out of your home safely, stress free 
movement, making the bathroom more 
accessible, improved kitchen set-ups, and 
smart-house technology. Call 914-737-
0010 for more information and to register.

Friday, Jan. 8
Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-

on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and 
more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the second floor conference room 
at the Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton 
Ave. Assistance is offered on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. This is not a computer 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 
Free Play Dates: A free play date pro-

gram is being held every Friday from 11 
a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The program 
is intended for children between the ages 
of 16 and 36 months and their parents or 
caregivers. Children can play, do art and 
socialize all under the direction of an ex-
perienced early childhood teacher. Pre-
registration is suggested. Contact Jennifer 
at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at Jenni-
fer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Jewish center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services in the 
spring will begin at 8 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 9:15 
a.m. On most Saturdays, after the services 
Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning ses-
sion based on the Torah portion of the 
week. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Temple Beth am Services: Every Fri-
day evening at 8 p.m. Temple Beth Am, 

203 Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its 
doors to all who enter” for Shabbat. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritual 
and engaging feel while following tra-
ditional modes. For information, please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at rabbiw@optonline.net  Tonight at 
5:30 p.m. there will be a Welcoming Shab-
bat for Tots. Filled with movement, mu-
sic, and ruach (spirit), Rabbi Robbie and 
Rebbetzin Ellen help bring in the Shabbat 
with that special “Shabbat Spirit” followed 
by a Shabbat dinner. The only cost of the 
dinner is a Shabbat Shalom smile.

Hebrew congregation Programs: 
Two programs have been scheduled for 
this weekend at the Hebrew Congrega-
tion of Somers, located at Cypress Lane 
and Mervin Drive. A pot luck dinner and 
Shabbat service will be held on Jan. 8 at 
6:30 p.m. Adult education will be offered 
on Jan. 10 at 10:30 a.m. Info: 914-248-
9532.

Saturday, Jan. 9
ossining Farmers Market: The Ossin-

ing Down to Earth Farmers Market is be-
ing held outdoors every Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Spring and 

Main Streets. Customers old and new will 
find delicious produce, pasture-raised 
meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, baked 
goods, and much more. For a full list of 
our markets and vendors, visit Down-
toEarthMarkets.com

Magic The Gathering: Magic the Gath-
ering Club for middle and high school 
students meets every Saturday through 
June 11 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Somers 
Library. Beginners and new members are 
welcome. Info: 914-232-5717.

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and serv-
ices for people affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer, announces a free pro-
gram: “Yoga-A Path toward Wellness.” 
It is offered every Saturday this month, 
with the exception of Jan. 23, from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., at Club Fit, 600 Bank Rd., 
Jefferson Valley. The program is open to 
women with breast, ovarian and gyneco-
logical cancer. To learn more or to pre-
register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Satur-
days from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at the fourth 
floor conference at the Graymoor Spir-
itual Life Center, 1350 Route 9, Garrison. 
Info: call/text Lisa at 917-716-2488\

Yorktown Elks Present christmas 
concert Saturday, December 12, 2015 
7:30 - 9:00PM Tickets: $10.00 Children 12 
& under $5.00 Includes cafe-style seating, 
snacks during the performance, cook-
ies and punch reception Limited seating; 
advanced ticket purchase recommended 
As always, beverages available from the 
cash bar to enjoy before,  during and after 
the performance or  Contact Jody Cole at 
jodycole616@gmail.com.

Sunday, Jan. 10
Israel Game: Teens can hop along a gi-

ant inflatable map of Israel as they learn 
about the cities, diversity in the popula-
tion, and explore neighboring countries 
– created and led by Amit Shuker, Israeli 
Defense Force Lieutenant (Reserves) in 
the Special Forces, an expert in leadership 
building for youth. The free program will 
be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at First 
Hebrew, 1821 Main St., Peekskill, just west 
of Beach Shopping Center. Contact rab-
bi@firsthebrew.org or call 914-739-0500.  
Visit www.firsthebrew.org.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 010516
AUCTIONS
Income Properties in Newport, VT 
Auctions: Thurs., Jan 28 25-Unit Apt. 
Building, 27,500+/-SF Ind. Building, & 
28,000+/-SF Ind. Building THAuction.
com *800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
filed with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. Office location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

continued from page 15
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After a sub-par 1-6 start this year and 
a disappointing six-win 2015 season, 
folks in and about the Peekskill region 
are beginning to wonder how long it will 
take before their beloved Red Devils -- 
winners of  five-straight Section 1 titles 
from 2005-09 -- figure things out 
again after Red Devil F Joe Dabbs (3) 
and company suffered a 57-49 loss to 
Mahopac’s Aidan Hynes (L) and Zac 
Carlin (R)  in the 9th annual Putnam 
Challenge (IAABO 161) at Carmel 
High School last Saturday... see Boys’ 
Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Of Peek’ Interest!

Carmel Shocks Section, Beats Spring Valley on Last Shot
Putnam Teams Go 3-0 at 9th Annual Putnam Challenge
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sorts Editor
@Directrays

Just a couple of years ago, a Mahopac 
vs. Peekskill boys’ basketball game would 
have packed most gyms on any given 
night, drawing crowds from both towns 
as well as a slew of local media, coaches 
and players from the region.

Last Saturday, the game between the 

two former Section 1 powerhouses didn’t 
have quite the draw it once did at Carmel 
High, which hosted the 9th Annual 
Putnam Coaches Challenge. Those who 
did come saw an entertaining game 
nonetheless with Mahopac prevailing, 
57-49, behind 19 points from game MVP 
Jonathan Jacklett and 15 more from G 
Aidan Hynes.

Both clubs are living proof the high 
school sports are cyclical, 
unless you ball in Mount 
Vernon, play lacrosse at 
Yorktown or field hockey 
at Lakeland, but it wasn’t 
long ago – two years in 
fact – that Mahopac has 
made four-straight runs 
to the Class AA Final 4 
and one championship 
appearance under 
former Coach Kevin 
Downes (still hurts to 
type that). 

And Peekskill’s run 
of success under former 
Coach Lou Panzanaro 
was second only to 
Mount Vernon as the 
NYS Hall of Fame Coach 
led the Red Devils to 
five-straight Section 1 
titles. Peekskill went on 
to win three state crowns 
during that five-year 
stretch from 2005-09 
that saw Panzanaro post 
a record of 122-15. That’s 
an astounding 24.4 wins 
per season. 

After going 6-13 last 
year, Peekskill is 1-6 this 
season and probably 
won’t win 24 games in 
three seasons at this 
vexing rate…

And speaking of 
vexing, CARMEL simply 
shocked the section in 
the Putnam Challenge 

finale, upending state-ranked (No.10) 
Spring Valley, 53-52, behind a team-high 
25 points from MVP Matt Haughney. 
The senior capped his effort with a 
game-winning hoop as time was set to 
expire, taking a nifty feed from senior G 
Ryan Train, who split some defenders, 
drew help defense and spotted a cutting 
Haughney to seal the deal on a most 
unlikely victory against the reigning 
Class A champions, who also defeated 
mighty two-time defending Class AA 
champion Mount Vernon just two weeks 
ago. It’s high time we began to recognize 
the coaching efforts of John Venditto, 
too, who gave Train the keys to the attack 
and he’s delivered well-rounded numbers 
all season, including Saturday’s respect-
commanding triple-double (12 points, 

10 boards, 12 assists).
This is probably Carmel’s biggest 

regular season win at least a decade, no?
“This had to be the greatest win the 

Carmel Rams have had in a while and 
we are hyped about it,” senior G Quinn 
Willman admitted. “The difference was 
we really played as a team and had some 
guys step up and make some big plays 
for us. We knew Spring Valley was great 
team, so we did what we needed to do 
to prepare. They took us lightly and we 
capitalized.”

The Rams have something internal 
going on now, a belief that, even before 
the upset of Spring Valley, was evident 
among themselves.

“Everyone from Carmel at that game 
continued on next page

What’s 
Wrong With 
Red Devils?

Peekskill G Shinon Darby takes a run at Mahopac’s Aidan Hynes and 
Jon Jacklett in Indians win over Red Devs last Saturday.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS



knew we had a 
shot,” Train said. 
“We’ve really come 
together these last 
four games. We’ve 
found our roles as 
individuals and it’s 
helped us. We went 
with the game plan 
and we played with 
confidence. We 
played great defense 
and we kept control 
of the tempo. We 
moved the ball well 
and took shots.”

And now the 
Rams believe they 
have a legit shot at 
the League I-A title; 
though pre-season 
favorite Our Lady 
of Lourdes will be 
tough to deal with.

Haldane, Carmel 
and Mahopac 
all represented 
Putnam County in 
the challenge and 
all three came away 
winners.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB 
FIVE POLL

(Section 1 teams 
only)

No.1 PUTNAM 
VALLEY – Coach 

McDonnell’s confident Class B Tigers 
(9-1) knocked off a pretty tough Class 
A Harrison club Sunday, 45-39, and this 
state-ranked (No.12) unit will now look 
to send No.6 Briarcliff a message on Jan.7 
(4:15 p.m. start). Should come as no 
shock that I like the Tigers to win on the 
road, so long as the @PV_SUPERFANS 
show up in force and Tigers bring the 
A-game.

No.2 CARMEL – Remember back in 
Week 1 when I said this team was better 
than we thought? I tweeted on Dec. 5: “Let 
me b 1st to admit I sorely underestimated 
Carmel”. Well, the win over Spring Valley 
should put us all on notice once and for 
all, provided the Rams (5-4) can build 
upon it.

No.3 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Huskers (5-2) hit the turn with a three-
game winning streak in tow and a monster 
matchup with Fox Lane Thursday. 
Husker hotshot Nick DeGennaro (18 
points, 5 assists, 4 steals) was dealing, 
Jesse Bambach (12 points, 12 rebounds 
and 5 blocks) did a double-double and 
Glen O’Loughlin (11 points, 6 rebounds, 
4 blocks) impressed in a 53-44 win over 
Section 9’s Spackenkill. Yorktown’s two 
losses were against Class A runner-up 
Byram and Class A champion Spring 
Valley, which has also knocked off 
defending AA champion Mount Vernon, 
so the Huskers are surely battle tested and 
ready to give Fox Lane a go.

No.4 HEN HUD – Coach Hirsch’s 
Sailors (6-3) defeated Bathgate (of the 

Bronx), 62-39, and saw juniors Jack 
Attinelly (12 points, 5 boards, 3 assists, 
3 steals) and Ray Morris (11 points, 4 
boards, 4 steals, 2 assists) really distinguish 
themselves as viable contributors as we 
turn our attention to the League I-B race. 
Jesse Breeding (8 points, 9 caroms) was 
his steady self in the win. 

No.5 PANAS – Coach Sully’s Panthers 
(5-2) have the two wins over Class AA 
Mahopac and another over Lakeland to 
list among their impressive W’s and they 
can make some serious hay this week 
against Hen Hud (today), Peekskill and 
Brewster. If the Panthers are truly legit, 
they take 2 of 3.

HM BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s Bears 
(4-3) have been a pleasant surprise the 
first month of the season, and we’d like 
to see them get to 6-3 with victories over 
Greeley and Somers before Saturday’s tip 
against visiting Panas (2:00pm), which 
could be one of those low-scoring, last-
possession type games given the similar 
styles of play between these two well-
coached outfits.

HM MAHOPAC – Wins in 3 of last 
4 fuels hope that rookie Coach Simone 
is finding the right rotations as we turn 
toward League I-A action. Indians should 
be able to compete against most I-A foes.

HM OSSINING – Coach Casey’s Pride 
(4-2) can make their move this week if 
indeed they are legit.

HM LAKELAND – Win over Nyack 
could get Coach Fallo’s Hornet (3-4) unit 
believing again.

 Girls Hoops NotebookSports

 Boys Hoops NotebookSports
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By Tony Pinciaro
While other teams enjoyed the holiday 

break, Ossining kept very busy with five 
games in six days.

The Pride opened its vacation by winning 
the Sam Dunk tournament with victories 
over Grand Street Campus (Brooklyn) 
and Albertus Magnus. Following a one-
day rest, Ossining boarded a plane for 
Orlando, Fla., and the KSA Holiday 
Tournament. The Pride opened with a 
victory over St. Thomas More (La.) before 
dropping its last two games – Liberty 
(Mo.) and St. John-Vianney (Holmdel, 
N.J.).

Despite the two losses, the young Pride 
closed out December with a 7-2 record, 
which has veteran Ossining coach Dan 
Ricci quite pleased.

“The Slam Dunk was very good for us, 
playing against two completely different 
teams,” Ricci said. “Grand Street was 
very big and athletic and Magnus was  
very disciplined, and strong 3-point 
shooting team.

“Playing five games in six days was as 

much a mental test as a physical test for our 
kids. We have a ways to go, as a team, as far 
as chemistry goes and I would like to think 
that this experience will help.”

Ossining opened the KSA Tournament 
with a 79-39 thumping of St. Thomas More. 
Freshman Aubrey Griffin led a balanced 
scoring attack with 18 points. Shadeen 
Samuels added 16, Kelsey Quain chipped 
in with 12, Jaida Strippoli contributed 11 
and Alexis Bernardo finished with eight.

Liberty got the better of Ossining, 61-54, 
as the Missouri-based school outscored the 
Pride by 10 points in the second and third 
quarters, combined. This allowed Liberty 
to own a 52-40 lead through three quarters.

Samuels finished with a game-high 24 
points and also had seven rebounds, four 
assists and five steals. Griffin finished with 
14 points and Kialah Harris led Ossining 
with eight rebounds.

St. John-Vianney defeated Ossining, 84-
74, but the final score was not indicative 
of how close the game was. Ricci pointed 
out that St. John-Vianney has five seniors 
already signed to play in college.

“We played them evenly and actually 
held a five-point lead midway through the 
third quarter,” said Ricci of the St. John-
Vianney game. “I was much happier with 
our intensity and sense of urgency vs. St. 
John-Vianney.

“The first loss in Disney, although it was 
against a very good team from Missouri, 
was one we definitely could of won if we 
played as well as we did in our final game.”

Samuels paced Ossining with 21 points 
and also added seven rebounds and nine 
assists. Quain netted 18 points and Harris 
finished with 15 points and 10 rebounds.

Ossining returns to school and a busy 
week as the Pride play Lakeland, Hen Hud 
and Rye.

CARMEL joined Ossining at the KSA 
Tournament. The Rams lost to Northern 
Collegiate of Ontario (Canada), Loentangy 
(Ohio) and Liverpool (N.Y.) of Section 3.

Northern Collegiate defeated the 
Rams, 53-29 as Hana Riddle led Carmel 
with seven points and Khadijah Johnson 
finished with six points. Olentangy beat 
Carmel by 29 points and Liverpool was 

10 points better, 51-41. Riddle finished 
with a game-high 21 points and Claire 
Cody added 13 points and had six assists. 
Riddle was named Carmel’s MVP for the 
tournament.

“We had too many turnovers and it was 
difficult to overcome a Canadian team 
who starts their season in the fall and was 
playing their 32nd game,” Carmel coach 
Dane O’Hare said. “Olentangy was too big, 
too strong and too fast and we committed 
too many turnovers.

“We were much-improved with our 
free-throw shooting (19 for 23) and we 
had fewer turnovers against Liverpool. The 
girls played with much greater intensity 
energy than in the first two games.

“Our young team learned a number of 
much-needed lessons concerning what 
it takes to become a successful, cohesive 
unit.”

PEEKSKILL won its bracket in the 
Slam Dunk tournament behind an MVP 
performance from All-NYS senior Lanay 
Rodney, who netted 65 points in the  
two wins.

Ossining Takes Its Act South; Peekskill Wins Slam

Peekskill sophomore F Charles Redd is a beacon of  light at the end of  the 
Red Devil tunnel.
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Hockey NotebookSports

At 9-1, Surging Brewster Still Can’t Get No Respect
Bears Sweep Yorktown, Beat Mahopac, Win 9th in Row
By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

The Brewster Bears are 9-1 overall 
and yet they haven’t received much love 
among state and local pollsters. There’s 
no mention of the Bears in the NYS 
Sportswriters Assoc. Poll and the Bears 
can’t crack the Top 5 in the Lohud or MSG 
hockey polls, despite having torn up the 
opposition by a combined 47-14 count in 
their nine wins, and the one loss was a 1-0 
setback to John Jay CR on opening day.

Since then, the Division II Bears have 
been on the kind of grind that might draw 
the attention of local pollsters should they 
continue to do so, but the rise of hockey 
in Section 1, right or wrong, has kept 
the Bears off the grid. Teams like state-
ranked (No.4) Pelham, Mt. Pleasant, Rye, 
Rye Town/Harrison and John Jay are the 
favorites to battle it out in the D-II Final 
4, but why not Brewster? The Bears have 
yet to face a quality opponent outside of 

Mahopac, which can’t crack the 
Top 5 in polls either, nor can 
Somers/North Salem, which 
finds itself at 5-3-1.

The Dineen brothers are doing 
their part to put the Bears back 
on the map. Colin Dineen (2G, 
2A) and Kyle Dineen (2G, 1A) 
led the Bears to a 6-2 win over 
Yorktown back on December 
27th for their seventh-straight 
win, and they went to work 
again last Saturday (Jan.2) at 
the Brewster Ice Arena where 
the Bears posted a 2-1 win over 
Yorktown when Kyle set up 
Colin for the game-tying goal.

So after another big win, 
the streaking Bears – winners 
of nine in a row – are still on 
the outside looking in when it 
comes to R-E-S-P-E-C-T even 
though Colin Dineen (8G, 6A), 
Kyle Dineen (7G, 8A), Antonio 

Barone 
( 4 G , 
6A), Joe 
Rodriguez (6G, 
3A), Kevin 
Moroney (2G, 
5A) and Aaron 
Treiling (7G, 2A) 
– who recorded 
a hat-trick in 
a 4-2 win over 
Mahopac – have 
each scored or set 
up five goals or 
more. Rodriguez 
scored the game-
winner against 
Yorktown with 
a shade over  
2:00 left.

Brewster G 
Stephen Fischer, 

a good looking freshman, 
came up with 39 saves in 
the win over Mahopac, 
Brewster’s first in at least 
four years, and then 
made 35 in the win over 
Yorktown Saturday. Still, 
the Bears get no respect.

“We need to win our 
next few games; that'd be 
big toward getting some 
(respect),” Colin Dineen 
said. “We just need to 
keep playing our game 
and winning.”

Shaun Benson (11G, 6 
A) has been a sparkplug 
for YORKTOWN, along 
with Mr. Reliable, Liam 

Donnelly (9G, 13A), who has emerged as 
one of the better playmakers in the region. 
The Huskers (4-5) had won three of their 
last four – including wins over Greeley, 
Carmel and Hen Hud -- before running 
into Brewster.

HEN HUD has lost three of the last 4, 
including a recent 5-2 loss to Jay. Young 
Brett Hanson (6G, 8A) and Tommy 
Cascone (6G, 7A) are still filling the nets 
for the Sailors (4-5), who, if they are really 
any good, should get on a roll with Fox 
Lane, Pawling and winless Lakeland/
Panas due up before 
what should be a 
disclosing home-and-
home series against 
Brewster (1/23, 1/29).

Brewster isn’t the 
only team with a set 
of excelling brothers; 
S O M E R S / N O R T H 
SALEM (5-3-1) has 
seen a surge out of 
the LaSpina boys, RJ 
(10G, 5A) and Brandon 
(6G, 5A), who have 
accounted for nearly 
half of the Sabers’ 31 
goals, including four in 
a recent 7-5 win over 
youthful CARMEL 
(2-6), which has taken 
some lumps this season 
as they build for the 
future. Ram F Nick 
Smith (11G, 5A) has 
filled the nets.

MAHOPAC (4-3) 
started out strong with 

three-straight wins but as the competition 
stiffened the Indians have struggled 
against North Rockland (losing 4-1), 
John Jay CR (losing 3-2) and Brewster; 
scoring just five goals in the last three 
games. Indian F John Dignam has led the 
way with six goals this season, along with 
Owen Nolan (3G, 3A), but the Indians, 
by their own admittance, need to finish 
better. The Indians started to do better 
in Sunday’s 4-1 win over Yorktown when 
Nolan, Chris Bednar and Brian O'Shea  
all scored.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Brewster’s Colin Dineen (L) and Aaron Treiling celebrate Dineen’s game-tying 
goal in 2-1 win over Yorktown Saturday.

Brewster’s Antonio Barone has shined for the Bears this season, 
including an assist in 2-1 win over Yorktown Saturday.

Yorktown captain Liam Donnelly leads the Huskers with 9 goals and 13 
assists this season.

Brewster F Chris Froessel is denied by Yorktown G Dylan Tobert in 2-1 Bears’ win over Huskers Saturday at BIA.
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

Yorktown captain Liam Donnelly tries in vain to solve Brewster G Stephen Fischer (35 saves) in the Huskers’ 2-1 loss to the surging Bears, who won for the ninth-straight time and swept Yorktown last Saturday 
at the Brewster Ice Arena... see Hockey Notebook
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Brewster Turns Back Yorktown, 2-1
Deny, Deny, Deny!


