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By Rick Pezzullo
A former Mount Pleasant Police Chief 

and CCD teacher at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Church in Shrub Oak was sen-
tenced last week to 18 months in prison 
for possession of child pornography.

Brian Fanelli, 56, of Mahopac, could 
have faced four years in jail after plead-
ing guilty July 27 in federal court to the 
same charge before United States District 
Judge Kenneth Karas, who imposed the 
sentence last Wednesday.

In addition to the prison term, Karas 
sentenced Fanelli to five years of super-
vised release. He was also ordered to for-

feit his computer and hard drives which 
were used to download more than 120 
files containing images and videos be-
lieved to be child pornography, many of 
which contained depictions of graphic 
sexual abuse of young, pre-pubescent 
victims.

“Brian Fanelli, a former police chief 
who swore to protect and serve, instead 
helped fuel a market that victimizes and 
exploits some of the most vulnerable in 
our community,” said Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bhahara. “As today’s sen-
tencing demonstrates, we will be vigilant 
in investigating and prosecuting those 

who sexually exploit children.”
Fanelli, who worked for Mount Pleas-

ant Police for 32 years and took over as 
chief November 1, 2013, was arrested in 
January 2014 by federal Homeland Se-
curity investigators. As part of his plea 
in July federal prosecutors agreed not 
to seek a jail sentence of more than four 
years, three months. He could have faced 
a maximum of 10 years behind bars and 
a maximum fine of $250,000. 

As police chief, Fanelli earned a base 
salary of $135,518. Reportedly, his annu-
al state pension is $55,831. He served as a 
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Pot of Gold in Cortlandt?
With the billion dollar Powerball jackpot up for grabs Wednesday night, a rainbow appeared 
Sunday afternoon in the continental Village section of  cortlandt, perhaps a sign of  good 
fortune coming someone’s way.

By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill High School’s greatest bas-

ketball star isn’t ready to put away his 
sneakers just yet.

Elton Brand, who led the Red Devils 
to two New York State championships 
and was the number one pick in the 
1999 NBA draft, announced last Mon-
day he was coming out of retirement to 
sign with the Philadelphia 76ers, where 
he played for four seasons from 2008 to 
2012.

In an online article for Sports Illustrat-
ed, Brand, 36, wrote he had some unfin-
ished business on the hardwood and still 
had something to offer, particularly to 
some of the young players on the strug-
gling 76ers.

“The truth is, my decision to return to 
the NBA isn’t about money, and it isn’t 
about rings. It isn’t even about me, re-

Peekskill High Hoops Icon 
Elton Brand Returns to NBA

Ex-Police Chief, Seton CCD Teacher Jailed for Child Porn
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lieutenant for 16 years prior to becoming 
police chief.

The day after he was arrested, Fanelli 
was removed as a CCD teacher at Seton, 
where he taught more than 1,000 chil-
dren over eight years. Fanelli regularly 
spoke to the church’s schoolchildren 
about sexual abuse awareness. Before 

becoming a volunteer teacher he passed 
required background checks and com-
pleted “Safe Environment Training.”

According to the 10-page complaint, 
which outlined in graphic detail in-
formation of the downloaded images, 
Fanelli allegedly used a peer-to-peer 
(P2P) file-sharing system starting as ear-
ly as October 2013 until January 2014, 

and distributed the images and videos to 
other network users through his compu-
ter’s shared folder.

In November 2013, Department of 
Homeland Security agents working un-
dercover used software the P2P network 
to download from Fanelli’s computer 
files believed to contain child pornogra-
phy.

The complaint stated that Fanelli 
voluntarily told law enforcement au-
thorities that for more than a year he 
had taught sexual abuse awareness 
classes and began viewing child por-
nography as research for his classes. 
However, shortly afterwards he began 
viewing the images and videos for per-
sonal interest.

Ex-Police Chief, Seton CCD Teacher Jailed for Child Porn
continued from page 1

ally, although every athlete would like to 
go out on his or her own terms,’ stated 
Brand, who retired from the NBA on 
August 11, 2015 after playing a limited 
role with the Atlanta Hawks and being 
ousted by the Cleveland Cavaliers in the 
playoffs.

“It’s about repaying what’s owed, about 
making sure that the young men who 
follow in my footsteps get what they’re 
entitled to (and what I haven’t always 
given them),” Brand wrote. “It’s not so 
much that I failed the guys I was tasked 
with mentoring over the years; it’s that I 

barely even tried. I never took the time 
to share the legendary Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar’s writing with them. I never sin-
cerely answered their questions about 
what David West was trying to warn 
them about during NBPA meetings. I 
didn’t tell them why they should be read-
ing Etan Thomas’ essays.”

He continued, “I was simply too busy 
following the NBA blueprint that had 
been engrained in me from the begin-
ning: Play well, keep your head down, 
offend as few people as possible, and 
get paid. Now, here in Philadelphia, my 
adopted hometown, I’m excited to have 

a chance to do things differently---be a 
positive influence and help the organiza-
tion get back on track.”

Brand, who averaged 40 points and 
20 rebounds per game at Peekskill High 
and played two years for Duke under 
Coach Mike Krzyzewski, stated he con-
sulted with Coach K before deciding to 
return to the NBA, where he was a two-
time All-Star, made the All-NBA Second 
Team in 2006 and won the Sportsman-
ship Award in 2006.

“While wrestling over the holidays 
with the idea of playing again, I knew he 
was the highest power I needed to con-

sult with. He made it very clear to me 
that not taking advantage of this oppor-
tunity would be something I would likely 
regret. Now, as I prepare to lace ‘em up 
for one last time, I know he was right,” 
said Brand, who hosts a basketball clinic 
each summer in Peekskill.

“I am proud of what I have accom-
plished in this game---from street ball, to 
AAU, to Peekskill High School, to Duke 
University, to the NBA. I did it the right 
way, and no one will ever be able to take 
that away from me,” Brand stated. “It’s 
time for me to give back to the game that 
has given me so much. Let’s do this.”

Peekskill High Hoops Icon Elton Brand Returns to NBA
continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
More than 100 family, friends, sup-

porters and town staff turned out Sunday 
at Cortlandt Town Hall for the swearing-
in ceremony of four longtime town offi-
cials who easily prevailed in the Novem-
ber town-wide election.

A humbled Supervisor Linda Puglisi, 
who was elected to a 13th two-year term 
and is the longest serving town super-
visor in Westchester County (tied with 
Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner), 
took her oath of office with grandsons 
Oliver and Jeremy Tam by her side.

“We are really blessed to hold these 
positions,” said Puglisi, who ran unop-
posed. “I thank the Cortlandt community 
for again supporting me. It’s a remarkable 
feeling to have that trust from 40,000 peo-
ple. I pledge to continue to work as hard 
as I can to make it better than it is today. 
Cortlandt is a very special place to live. It’s 
not just a place, Cortlandt is our home.”

Besides touting the town’s unprec-
edented low tax increase during her 
administration, Puglisi said under her 
leadership Cortlandt has acquired 3,000 
acres of open space, made $140 million 

in capital improvements, and imple-
mented the 911 emergency system and 
ALS/paramedics program.

“We have a great team. It is an honor 
to be part of this team,” Puglisi said. “I 
have tried my best for 25 years and I will 
continue to do so.”

Puglisi received high praise for leader-
ship from Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D).

“She is probably one of the most effec-
tive leaders in government,” Lowey said. 
“For government to work people have to 
be involved. Her whole career has been 
one of excellence and getting the work 
done.”

Sworn-in for a sixth 
four-year term to the Town 
Board was Frank Farrell, 
who also serves as deputy 
supervisor. Farrell thanked 
town staff, concerned 
citizens and volunteers for 
helping the board “get all 
the pats on the back” when 
things go right.

“It’s such an honor and 
pleasure to serve with 
this board,” Farrell said. 
“I thank you for the trust 
you have placed in me 
and us.”

Dr. Richard Becker, who, like Puglisi 
and Farrell, was sworn-in by Town At-
torney Thomas Wood, was reelected to a 
third four-year term on the board.

“What a wonderful referendum and 
affirmation of the job we have done. 
Nothing feels better than getting ree-
lected,” Becker said. “I think we have a 
tremendous record and I’m proud to be 
part of this board.”

Also sworn-in for a third four-term 
was Town Justice Daniel McCarthy, who 
noted he still wears the robe of his late 
father, who served as a town justice for 
30 years.

PhotoS by Rick Pezzullo 
cortlandt Supervisor linda Puglisi with grandsons oliver and Jeremy tam.

Cortlandt Incumbents Tout Success During Swearing-In Ceremony

councilmen Frank Farrell and Dr. Richard becker enjoy festivities with 
congresswoman nita lowey. 



January 12 - January 18,  2016 The Northern Westchester Examiner4         

County Executive Rob Astorino joined 
the Westchester County Health Depart-
ment and local health clubs recently to 
announce the county’s Keep Healthy cam-
paign – an education initiative focused on 
providing residents with best practices and 
services to help lead a healthier lifestyle. 

The campaign brings county Health 
Department professionals to five loca-
tions of three area fitness centers – Club 
Fit, Crunch and 24 Hour Fitness – on 
Tuesdays this month to offer free flu 
shots, blood pressure screenings and 
#KeepHealthy tips and information. 
Each of the health clubs will also pro-

vide free guest passes and giveaways to 
visitors and club members during the 
Health Department’s visit.

“The county teaming up with Crunch, 
Club Fit and 24 Hour Fitness is a great 
way to help residents keep their New 
Year’s resolutions to stay active and lead 
healthier lives,” Astorino said kicking off 
the campaign at Crunch in White Plains. 
“The Keep Healthy campaign accom-
plishes three things: it gets free health 
services and information to residents, it 
promotes healthy living and it supports 
local businesses.”

Health Commissioner Sherlita Am-

ler, MD, explained that the health de-
partment targeted health clubs to reach 
adults between the ages of 18 and 50 who 
are less likely to make time for a flu shot 
or check their blood pressure than chil-
dren or seniors. 

 “Keeping healthy is all about the 
choices we make, both large and small. 
The decision to get a flu shot or take your 
blood pressure can be the first step to a 
healthier you,” Amler said. 

Representatives from the local health 
clubs were excited to partner with the 
county to support the healthy living 
campaign. 

Bill Beck, president of Club Fit, said, 
“We’re delighted to team up with Westch-
ester County to put the focus on fitness 
and health. Keeping Westchester Healthy 
is our mission, too. We hope this initia-
tive will encourage new members to stop 
by and join us.”

To take advantage of the free flu shots, 
blood pressure screenings and health in-
formation, visit Club Fit:

Jan. 19
Club Fit, Briarcliff Manor, 12 to 2 p.m., 

584 North State Road
Club Fit, Jefferson Valley, 4 to 7 p.m., 

600 Bank Road

Club Fit Participating in County’s Keep Healthy Campaign

914-743-1447
3889 CROMPOND RD, ROUTE 202 CORTLANDT MANOR, NY 10567

Montessori educational approach
Academic Curriculum  *  Music  *  Movement

Science/Nature  *  Creative Art  *  Cooking
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Police Blotter
State Police

January 2 - Carl Rosa, 65, of Yorktown, 
was charged by State Police in Cortlandt 
as a fugitive from justice. Rosa was want-
ed by the Volusia County Sheriff ’s Office 
in Florida for conspiracy to manufacture 
methamphetamine and trafficking in 
methamphetamine, both Florida statutes. 
Rose was located at a Yorktown busi-
ness where he was employed following a 
joint investigation. He was arraigned in 
Mount Kisco Justice Court and remanded 
to Westchester County Jail without bail, 
awaiting extradition to Florida.

Yorktown Police
December 30, 2015 - 11:23 p.m. – 

Michael Dunn, 29, of Yorktown, was 
charged with driving while intoxicated 
and several traffic infractions after police 
responded to Commerce Street to investi-
gate a property damage car accident. 

December 31- 11:15 a.m. – Joseph Spen-
cer, 32, of Mohegan Lake, was charged with 
criminal contempt in the second degree, a 
misdemeanor, following a report of a do-
mestic incident on Sylvan Road. An inves-
tigation revealed Spencer, who had left the 
scene prior to police arrival, was allegedly 
communicating with an individual in vio-

lation of an order of protection.
January 2, 2016 - 1 p.m. – John Fields, 

55, of Hudson, Florida, was charged with 
driving while intoxicated following a re-
port of a one-car, personal injury acci-
dent on Croton Lake Road. An investiga-
tion revealed Fields was driving a  1997 
Jeep eastbound when he collided with a 
guard rail. He was remanded to Westch-
ester County Jail after being unable to 
post bail.

January 6 - 12:40 p.m. – Maria Varone, 
52, of Mohegan Lake, was charged with 
obstructing governmental administration 
after allegedly smacking a police officer’s 

arm and pushing past him after the officer 
responded to a report of harassment on 
Country Place in Mohegan Lake.

2:16 p.m. – Ivey Levy, 46, of Cortlandt, 
was charged with aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle following 
an accident on Route 118 where minor 
injuries occurred. Ms. Levy was found to 
allegedly be in possession of a suspended 
New York State driver’s license.

8 p.m. – Anthony Primavera, 38, of 
Mahopac, was charged with petit larceny 
after allegedly stealing merchandise, val-
ued at $109, from Macy’s concealed in a 
bag at the Jefferson Valley Mall.
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We Make Warm Friends

WINTER SALE
Generators, complete high-efficiency heating 
and cooling systems now on our Winter Sale 

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

Residential & Commercial Cell:  914-522-2076

For many years, I’ve had the pleasure of sharing
the great joys and challenges of home ownership
as I’ve written on these pages as 
“The Home Guru.”   

At the same time, as a Realtor, I’ve met and worked
with many buyers and sellers who have come to 
rely on my knowledge and experience when
it comes time to take that big step which
for most of us is life’s biggest investment.

If it’s that time for you, rely on the
Guru for utmost attention to detail.
To know more, visit:
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com.

Better yet, call me. 
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A Golden Retriever from Somers 
will serve as the Grand Marshall for the 
American Cancer Society’s Westchester 
Bark for Life event on Sunday, April 10 at 
Lyndhurst in Tarrytown.

Abbie is a Certified Therapy Dog and 
a cancer survivor. She was scheduled to 
attend the kick-off party for the canine 
cancer awareness and fundraising event 
on Monday, where she was set to do agil-
ity exercises and an obedience demon-
stration with her owner Mike Jones.

“Each year we elect a special dog to be 
our Grand Marshall and lead our walk-
ing event,” said Janis Castaldi of the 
American Cancer Society. “We are so 
proud that Abbie Einstein will fulfill that 
role in 2016.”

Abbie contracted Squamous Cell Car-
cinoma, an extremely aggressive type of 
cancer for dogs. After successful surgery 
and care, Abbie has proceeded to achieve 
numerous Rally, Obedience and Agil-
ity titles, as well as photo shoots. Dur-

ing her seven years as a therapy dog, she 
has visited nursing homes, hospitals, and 
Autism halfway homes and done grief 
counseling.

She currently “works” at the Kent Li-
brary’s Reading to Rover Program, visits 
the home of an Alzheimer’s patient in 
Mahopac and has worked with the Girl 
Scouts of Somers and North Salem. She 
is one of three dogs that visit patients 
who are undergoing dialysis in Yorktown 
and also serves as a therapy dog for the 

Danbury Music Theatre’s production of 
the Nutcracker each year.

Last year, more than 20,000 registered 
canine and caregiver participants at 300 
Bark for Life events across the country 
raised $1.2 million. The celebration this 
year will include doggie games, dress-
up contests, music, food, and a one-mile 
walk. To learn more, call the American 
Cancer Society at (914) 397-8845 or 
email Janis.castaldi@cancer.org.

Somers Dog to be Grand Marshall for Cancer Society Bark for Life

By Neal Rentz
The Somers Town Board is tentatively 

scheduled to approve the revised Com-
prehensive Plan when it meets in Febru-
ary.

Supervisor Rick Morrissey said at the 
January 7 Town Board meeting the pub-
lic hearing on the document is scheduled 
to continue on January 14 at 7 p.m. If 
the board decides to close the hearing it 
could accept written comments and vote 
on it on February 11.

The draft Comprehensive Plan can 
be viewed on the town web site at www.

somersny.com.
“We’ve received a lot of input from the 

public,” Morrissey said. 
The plan, formerly known as the Mas-

ter Plan, was last updated in 1994.
Frank Fish, a consultant hired by the 

town, is working with Town Planner 
Syrette Dym to update the document. 
Fish is using much of the information 
compiled by the former Master Plan 
Committee, which volunteered its efforts 
from 2003 to 2008.

Councilman Richard Clinchy said last 
week the draft Comprehensive Plan was 

“user friendly.” The final document will 
help guide the town on how to move 
forward over the next five to 10 years, he 
said.

Approving the revised Comprehensive 
Plan was one of the top priorities at the 
start of last year for the town board, Mor-
rissey said. 

Algonquin pipeline

Also on January 14, the board is sched-
uled to approve a resolution to allow Al-
gonquin to enter town-owned properties 

to help it compile a civil, cultural resource 
and environmental survey for its pipeline 
expansion project. “They already sent out 
letters to all property owners” affected by 
the project, Morrissey said.

The company will be responsible to 
pay for any damage done to properties 
during the process of compiling their 
studies, Councilman Anthony Cirieco 
noted. 

Somers Comprehensive Plan Set for February Approval
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

Margaret “Peggy”
Murphy
Margaret “Peggy” Murphy, a resident 

of Yorktown, died January 3 in the arms 
of her beloved husband of 65 years, while 
surrounded by family. She was 83. 

Mrs. Murphy moved to Yorktown 
Heights “Sparkle Lake” in 1933 with her 
parents. She loved the lake, and spent 
countless hours there as a child, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
graduated from Yorktown High School in 
1950 and married her high school sweet-
heart “Billy” that same year. Although 
not moving far from her beginnings, she 
was full of adventure. Mrs. Murphy loved 
to travel in the old converted Reo school 
bus, discover new things and have fun. 
She loved to laugh and be silly and will be 
remembered for her kindness. 

In the 1960s she ran the “Tea room” at 
Sparkle Lake, was active with the newly 
formed Yorktown Nursery School and 
later worked for BOCES. Anyone having 
enjoyed a frozen custard or malt from 
Max’s Flavor Land in the 1960s, or was 
given/purchased clothing from “Thrifty 
Me” in the 1970s, met her. Her door was 
always open to young and old alike. 

She is survived by her husband, Bill 
Murphy of Yorktown, and their five chil-
dren: Wayne (Diane) Murphy; Debbie 
(Dennis) Houghton; Randy (Melanie) 
Murphy; Wendy Murphy (Guy); Greg 
(Jaimee) Murphy, 12 grandchildren; and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

John Zulkowsky
John Zulkowsky, a resident of York-

town, died January 3. He was 93.
He was born in Perth Amboy, NJ on 

August 17, 1922 to Walter and (mother’s 
name) Zulkowsky. He was the chief elec-
trician at the Essex House for over 30 
years. Mr. Zulkowsky served honorably 
in the United States Army during World 
War II. He loved magic and was known to 

many as “The Magician.”
He is survived by his loving children 

Eric (Iris), Joseph (Margaret), John, and 
Brenda Maxwell (John); four cherished 
grandchildren; Daniel Maxwell, Kerri 
Minet, Michelle Keast, and Natasha 
Zulkowsky. and four great-grandchildren; 
Mackenzie, Andrew, Emily and Jake. He 
was predeceased by his devoted wife Dor-
othy.

Joseph Davis, Jr.
Joseph D. Davis, Jr., a resident of Mon-

trose, died January 4. He was 74. 
Mr. Davis was a Court Clerk for the Su-

preme Court in White Plains, for 34 years 
prior to retiring. He was born on May 15, 
1941 in Peekskill, to Joseph D. and Helen 
Hoffman Davis, Sr. On August 17, 1963, 
he married Dolores Kennedy at St. Mary’s 
Church in Katonah. Mr. Davis was a Life 
Member of the Elks Lodge 744 in Peek-
skill. 

He is survived by his wife Dolores Dav-
is of Montrose; two sons, Thomas Davis 
of Fishkill and Kevin Davis of Montrose; 
three grandchildren; Briana and Kayla 
Davis and Kevin Davis, Jr.; and several 
cousins. 

Rosanne Ferrari
Rosanne Ferrari, a resident of Purdys, 

died peacefully at home on January 9, fol-
lowing a long illness. She was 54.

She worked as a payroll clerk for the 
Town of Somers, the Westchester Joint 
Waterworks and then for the Bedford 
Central School District. She was young at 
heart with an old soul. She enjoyed going 
to rock concerts, the beach and pamper-
ing her beloved pug, Tonka.

She was the beloved mother of Heath-
er and Rachel, devoted grandmother of 
Eleanor Quinn and loving daughter of 
Patricia. She was predeceased by her fa-
ther, Dominic. She is the sister of Maria 
Brown, Jim and Tony Piscitelli and is also 
survived by many nieces, nephews and 

friends.
Contributions may be made to the AS-

PCA. Despite her long illness, she tried 
to live her life to the fullest with dignity, 
grace and a cynical sense of humor. 

Margaret Ann Isom 
Gilligan
Margaret Ann Isom Gilligan, who grew 

up in Croton, died December 29, 2015, 
while visiting her husband’s family in 
Springfield, IL. She was 77. 

Marge, Margie, Margaret Ann, Lady 
Margaret, whatever your handle for her 
was, has gone to the rainbow bridge to 
collect all her doggies to enter into heav-
ens gates. She was born July 2, 1938 to 
Thomas and Margaret (Valenzuela) Gil-
ligan in Ossining. She grew up in Croton-
On-Hudson, and graduated from Croton 
Harmon High School in 1955. She worked 
for a short period at County Trust Bank 
Croton, from there to the NY Telephone 
Co. in Ossining. In 1957 she joined IBM 
Corp. in Poughkeepsie and Westchester 
where she worked for the next 31 years in 
many states: Colorado, Northern Califor-
nia, New York, Southern California, and 

Arizona. She retired from IBM in 1988 
and moved with her husband, Alvin Isom, 
to Las Vegas, NV. 

In Las Vegas she “played” at retirement 
for a year, and then took up a second ca-
reer in the casino industry in Human 
Resources Management for the next 23 
years, when Al was made an offer at Al-
con Laboratories in Fort Worth, TX, they 
packed up and moved to Texas. She loved 
Texas and her surroundings so much that 
she never did try to find employment out-
side the home again. 

She was predeceased by her parents. 
She leaves her brother, Thomas James 
Gilligan, and his fiancée, Claire, who 
reside in Rye Brook; her husband of 33 
years, Alvin Isom; sons, Bryan of Brook-
lyn, Alvin of Alexandria, VA, and Jeffrey 
Burkhead of Las Vegas; her niece, Judith 
Ann Gilligan of Croton-On-Hudson; her 
nephew, Thomas James Gilligan, his wife, 
Carol of Endwell, NY, and their children, 
Jennifer of Binghamton, NY, Thomas of 
Killington, VT; sister-in-law, Mary Gilli-
gan of Croton; along with many cousins 
and dear friends across the States. She 
will always be remembered for her easy 
going way, love of life, and always ready 
to “toast” with friends and family. Mrs. 
Gilligan never knew a stranger. 

Ruth Ann Seger
Ruth Ann Seger, a lifetime Peekskill 

area resident, died January 8. She was a 
longtime employee of Shop Rite, Cort-
landt, and a communicant at Assumption 
Church in Peekskill. 

She is survived by her daughter, Chris-
tina L. (Michael) Kear, sons Raymond 
J., Brian A. (Kate) Seger, grandchildren 
Brittany, Mackenzie, and Michaella Kear, 
Alexa Seger, and Corey Cothren-Seger, 
and her brother James (Judy) Polinsky. 
She was predeceased by her grandson 
Tyler Seger and her brother Jack Polin-
sky. Donations in her memory can be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Obituaries

Rosanne Ferrari
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By Rick Pezzullo
They were ordinary citizens with or-

dinary concerns about potential changes 
to their neighborhoods. They quickly 
learned they weren’t alone.

Cortlandt WATCH (We Are The Cort-
landt Homeowners) was created in 1985 
by residents Eunice Rosenberg, Charley 
Nagy, Bob Foley and Gerry Gilmartin as 
development was on the rise in town and 
zoning regulations were on the verge of 
being altered to allow further building.

A few years later the membership grew 
to about 700 and town officials began to 
take notice.

“This important organization had 
members from all parts of the town and 
they were interested in controlling over 
development, having rational planned 
growth, preserving open space, and pro-
tecting our environment,” said Cortlandt 
Supervisor Linda Puglisi, a WATCH 
member when she was first elected as 
a councilwoman in 1987 with another 
WATCH member Tom Carulli.

“Their ideas, recommendations, prin-
ciples and goals were fulfilled in our gov-
ernment by their tireless efforts to make 
positive change in Cortlandt,” Puglisi 
said. “In the early years we worked on a 
wetland law, a steep slopes ordinance, lot 
counts and a tree ordinance with their 
input and involvement.”

WATCH became a force in town after 
its successful lawsuit against the Plan-
ning Board’s approval of more than 300 
units for Habitat Lafayette, now called 
Cortlandt Estates, on Lafayette Avenue. 
WATCH received legal standing to inter-
vene, and played a key role in the project 
being slashed to 140 units, along with 
permanent protection of a wetland on 
the site.

“We were fortunate to be a group of 

individuals that saw something and de-
cided to do something, and learned we 
could do something,” said Ken Hoch, 
a former WATCH president who later 
served on the town’s Planning Board and 
currently works in Cortlandt’s Code En-
forcement Office. “We didn’t fear them 
anymore because we were being success-
ful. They were bullies. In unity there is 
strength.”

“That’s when they listened,” Foley said 
of town planners after WATCH prevailed 
in its lawsuit. “We wanted to interface 
with the town and we did. The lawsuit 
was a catalyst.”

During that same time, WATCH op-
posed a 1,200-unit project proposed 
on Cortlandt’s northern border that 
ultimately led to the preservation of a 
325-acre Gateway Park in 2000. It was a 

15-year effort that included civic organi-
zations, charitable foundations and local, 
county and state officials.

“One thing Cortlandt WATCH teach-
es you is the future belongs to whoever 
shows up,” said WATCH member Karen 
Bernard, who noted hundreds of people 
turned out a meeting to oppose Habitat 
Lafayette. “If you believe what you’re do-
ing, you have to do it.”

Bernard said WATCH also had to en-
dure its share of threats and intimidation 
from developers and their representa-
tives.

WATCH evolved over the years as 
an umbrella coalition group for about 
30 homeowner associations who were 
struggling to have a voice. WATCH 
members attended town meetings to 
learn their rights and responsibilities and 

formulated a plan to get members elect-
ed or appointed to boards. John Sloan 
was a former Planning Board chairman 
and served 16 years on the Town Board. 
Foley has been on the Planning Board 
for about 20 years and Rosenberg served 
on the town’s Zoning Board of Appeals.

“We were perceived to be political 
but we were non-political,” Foley em-
phasized. “We weren’t all of one party as 
people were claiming. We didn’t endorse 
candidates.”

WATCH later received national media 
attention on CNN, USA Today and ra-
dio stations after becoming a co-plaintiff 
with Riverkeeper in a lead contamina-
tion issue at the shooting range at Blue 
Mountain Reservation.

The non-profit group’s activism ex-
panded to include larger county and state 
initiatives such as ending ocean dumping 
of sludge from the Peekskill and Ossin-
ing sewage treatment plants, transport 
and disposal of ash from the County In-
cinerator and the Sprout Brook ash pit, 
and blocking a gravel-crushing opera-
tion on the Westchester/Putnam border.

However, with development issues hav-
ing subsided and active members down to 
a few handfuls, Sue McDonnell, current 
president of WATCH, announced at its 
2015 annual meeting WATCH members 
voted to disband the group.

“It’s bittersweet,” Bernard said. “You 
don’t know or can predict when an or-
ganization will outlive its usefulness.”

Foley said he had mixed feelings about 
WATCH calling it quits, but maintained 
there was no doubt the group made a dif-
ference.

“Maybe it did run its course,” Foley 
said. “The main part is the development 
issues are mitigated better than they were 
years ago. It’s much better than it was.”

Rick Pezzullo Photo
cortlandt Watch current and former members Sue McDonnell, ken hoch and karen bernard. 

Cortlandt WATCH Members Reflect on 30 Years of Activism

Eight Ossining High School Students 
are among 300 semifinalists nationwide 
in the 2016 Intel Science Talent Search 
competition.

OHS, which boasts a prestigious Fun-
damentals of Science Research program, 
has more semifinalists than any other 
high school in New York. This is the 
second time the district has had eight 
semifinalists in a single year, said Angelo 
Piccirillo, who co-teaches the Science 
Research program with Valerie Holmes.

“It is an amazing achievement, par-
ticularly when you consider the great 
number of wonderful schools, teachers 
and students throughout New York and 
here in Westchester,” he said. “We are 
thankful for these fabulous students – 
those who were recognized by Intel and 
those who were not since they all deserve 
our admiration.”

The Intel Science Talent Search awards 

more than $1.6 million annually to 
promising high school scientists. Some 
1,750 students from 512 high schools en-
tered the competition this year.

The Society for Science & the Public, 
which created the competition in 1942, 
will announce 40 finalists on Jan. 20. 
The finalists will travel to Washington in 
March to present their work, participate 
in final judging and meet with promi-
nent scientists, according to the organi-
zation. They will compete for more than 
$1 million, including three top awards of 
$150,000 each.

Semifinalists receive $1,000 each from 
the Intel Foundation, along with match-
ing grants that are given to their schools. 
Intel has sponsored the competition for 
the past 18 years.

“We’re thrilled for our students and 
their teachers and are proud of their 
hard work,” Superintendent Raymond 

Sanchez said. “Congratulations to all. 
We look forward to seeing many great 
accomplishments from graduates of our 
wonderful Science Research program.”

Alumni of the Intel Science Talent 
Search have gone on to successful careers 
in science, technology, engineering and 
math. They have achieved top honors 
and recognition in their fields, said Maya 
Ajmera, president and CEO of the Soci-
ety for Science and the Public.

Here are the OHS semifinalists and the 
titles of their projects:
• Jason Aguirre: “The Individual and In-
teractive Effects of Urban Contaminants 
on Mayfly Growth and Survival: A Study 
of How Common Contaminants Impact 
Aquatic Invertebrates.”
•Kimberly Badger: “Urban Forests Fail 
to Prov ide Adequate Habitat for Native 
Woodpecker Species.”
• Benjamin Feinstein: “An Examination 

of Linguistic and Cultural Influences on 
Visual-Gustatory Associations.”
• Soon il Higashino: “Species Richness 
of Cutaneous Bacteria Varies with Ur-
banization: Implications of the Effects of 
Habitat Conditions on Defense Mecha-
nisms of Plethodon Cinereus.”
• Yasir Khan: “Developing Tools for 
an Antigen Specific ELISA to Prevent 
Transfusion-transmitted Babesiosis.”
• Julia Riley: “RNF167 and Ubiquitin 
Conjugating Enzyme E2N Regulate 
Neuronal SNARE Component VAMP2 
via Ubiquitination: Implications in Neu-
ronal Function and Disease.”
• Zoe Scheier: “Establishing Comorbid-
ity between Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and Ambient Visual Dysfunctions.”
• Claire Sukumar: “Elucidating the As-
sociation between Blood Pressure and 
Cognitive Functioning in the Very 
Old.”

Eight Ossining High Students Named Intel Competition Semifinalists
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To the Editor,
On behalf of the residents of Croton 

Heights, we would like to say a big 
thank you to Highway Superintendent 
Dave Paganelli, his staff and the 
Yorktown Town Board for their efforts 
to restore the bridge on Croton Heights 
Road. Thanks for your persistence as 
you navigated all the “roadblocks” 
that materialized along the way to the 
completion of this project.  We realize 
that this was a major undertaking 

especially since it needed to be rebuilt 
with the original stones because of its 
landmark status. The newly restored 
bridge looks beautiful.  We are thrilled 
to have this entranceway to our 
neighborhood open for use again. 

With gratitude,
ShEilA SchrAiEr

 GrAcE OSTErmAnn
co-Presidents

croton heights community

Thank You for Croton Heights 
Road Bridge Restoration

The Yorktown Town Board started 
2016 on the wrong foot with its ill-
advised decision to the “Courtesy of the 
Floor” portion of its televised meetings.

For no legitimate reason, other than 
an apparent annoyance with having to 
listen to the concerns of constituents 
(constituents responsible for them having 
the privilege to be elected representatives 
for residents), the four Republicans on 
the board eliminated the opportunity 
for residents to speak at the beginning of 
regular televised meetings, leaving only 
once chance for public comment at the 
end of the agenda.

“We want to conduct town business 
without fanfare,” Councilman Greg 
Bernard  said. “We just don’t want the 
town business being disrupted.”

Perhaps Bernard, fellow councilmen 

Tom Diana and Ed Lachterman and 
Supervisor Michael Grace are unfamiliar 
with the Gettysburg Address issued by 
President Abraham Lincoln, when he 
famously stated, “Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the Earth.”

Without residents, there is no need 
for elected officials. Public input is vital 
for any level of government to function 
properly. As Councilman Vishnu Patel 
correctly pointed out, “We should invite, 
encourage and empower people to come 
here and listen to them.”

Instead, the Yorktown Town Board 
wants to try to limit public input by 
only having a “Courtesy of the Floor” 
after every scheduled resolution on the 
agenda has been voted on, which means 
if residents turned out to offer an opinion 

on a resolution, it won’t matter because 
the resolution was already determined.

In trying to defend the change, 
Grace remarked about attorneys and 
other representatives who are paid by 
the hour to attend meetings having 
to wait around for residents to finish 
speaking. Are those mostly out-of-town, 
comfortably compensated individuals 
more important than taxpayers?

What the Town Board could have 
done is followed the successful example 
of neighboring municipalities Cortlandt 
and Peekskill, where two hearings of 
citizens are held: the first is limited to 
items on the agenda; the second is open 
to any issue. That way any resident who 
takes the time to attend a meeting, maybe 
has a babysitter on the clock or has to get 
up early to catch a train, and wants to 

offer an opinion on an agenda item can 
do so within the first 20 to 30 minutes of 
a meeting and go home.

At the same time, the board could 
have righted a long wrong by agreeing to 
televise work sessions, which are public 
meetings just like the “regular” board 
meetings, and routinely have resolutions 
voted on in Yorktown during Grace’s 
administration. Why the majority of 
the board, under Grace, has stubbornly 
refused to televise work sessions is 
puzzling and another disservice to 
residents who may find the deliberations 
of the board on certain issues interesting 
and, sometimes, eye-opening.

Grace said the “Courtesy of the Floor” 
change can “always be revisited.” That 
revisit should happen sooner than later--
-for the people’s sake.

Editorial

An Unnecessary and Ill-Advised Change in Yorktown

Letters

To the Editor,
At last week’s Yorktown Town Board 

meeting it was announced that town 
residents must now wait until the end 
of the town board meetings for their 
three minutes to address the board and 
that would be the only opportunity 
they would have to do so. These three 
minutes are referred to as “Courtesy of 
the Floor”                                                                 

In the past, Yorktown had scheduled 
two “Courtesy of the Floor” sessions, one 
at the beginning of the meeting and one 
at the end. It is noted that neighboring 
towns follow this two session policy.

Supervisor Grace stated that board 

meetings were for the conduct of town 
business and that it was unfair for lawyers 
and other professionals who were being 
paid up to $400 an hour to have to wait 
to address the board until after residents 
had spoken at Courtesy. Let me remind 
the town, the concerns of town residents 
are Town Business.

If the “Courtesy of the Floor” didn’t 
turn into a dialog (much of which comes 
from the Supervisor)  it would not take 
up that much time – 10 speakers X 3 min 
= a half hour.  

The original (BG: Before Grace) 
format worked:           

Speaker had no more than three 

minutes of ‘uninterrupted’ time at the 
beginning of the meeting

After all speakers had talked, the 
Board responded to their issues

 Speakers had a second opportunity to 
rebut the Board’s response at the end of 
the meeting

Perhaps if the Supervisor’s remarks, 
too, were limited to three minutes, 
“Courtesy of the Floor” would consume 
a reasonable amount of time.

So now residents are expected to 
wait 2 or 3 hours, until the lawyers and 
developers have spoken, before they are 
given their one opportunity. If the board 
fails to respond or misunderstands 

the resident’s question, there is no 
opportunity for the resident to speak 
until the next board meeting - again after 
waiting another 2 or 3 hours.

Why not retain the “Courtesy of the 
Floor” at the beginning of the meeting 
and simply schedule the lawyers and 
developers for 8:30 instead of 7:30 so 
that the ‘$400 an hour’ need not be 
paid. For those residents desiring to 
respond to the board’s remarks, the 
second Courtesy could be held, as it 
was in the past (BG), at the end of the 
meeting.

DOn rObErTS   
United Taxpayers of Yorktown

Yorktown Town Board Meeting Change is No Courtesy at All
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By Susan Siegel
Yorktown is owed $3,000,000 — and 

every year that town officials do nothing 
to collect this debt Yorktown taxpayers 
lose money.

As of December 3, 2015, the own-
ers of 158 parcels owed the taxpayers of 
Yorktown $3 million in unpaid taxes and 
interest, aka liens, from 2005 through 
2013. Yes, 2005. That’s not a typo. Some 
of the money is owed by homeowners, 
some by corporations. Some property 
owners only owe a few hundred dollars 
but at least one property owner owes 
more than $200,000.

Some examples:
• The owner occupant of a house owes 
$169,386 in back taxes and interest dat-
ing back to 2005.
• The corporate owner of a property that 
houses multiple dwelling units owes 
$120,702 in back taxes and interest for 
2011-2013.  
• A 9+ acre vacant parcel owes $67,421 
in back taxes and interest for 2006-2013. 
When the parcel was sold in August, 
2015 — for $10— the title search did not 
disclose the existence of the liens. And 
the new owner is in the process of build-
ing a single family house on the parcel.

• Two elected officials owe a total of 
$22,032 in taxes and interest for 2013 on 
properties they own or have an owner-
ship interest in.When town officials do 
precious little to collect unpaid taxes, 
their Inaction is costly.  It’s wasteful. It’s 
inexcusable.

Inaction is costly in two ways: not only 
does the town not receive the taxes levied 
on the property which it relies on to bal-
ance the budget, there’s an additional cost 
because when property owners don’t pay 
their taxes, by law, the town has to pay 
the county and the school district the full 
amount of the taxes that are due those 
entities. So it’s a double whammy — not 
only does the town come up short in col-
lecting, it has to actually make payouts on 
behalf of the delinquent homeowners.

While in most cases, the back taxes 
are eventually paid —with interest that 
becomes a welcome non-tax revenue for 
the town, when it becomes clear that the 
back taxes will never be paid, the taxes 
and the foregone interest have to be writ-
ten off (wiped) from the town’s financial 
books.  Like making a withdrawal from 
your savings account, the dollar value of 
the uncollectible liens is subtracted from 
the town’s reserves, aka fund balance.

EXAMPLE:  In 2010, after a concerted 
multi-department effort to clean up un-
paid back taxes, some dating back to 1995, 
the town wiped out just under $1 million 
in uncollectible liens from  the fund bal-
ance. Since then, an additional $907,000 
has been wiped from the books for a grand 
total of almost $2 million in lost revenue to 
the town.  And there are more liens waiting 
to be wiped from the fund balance.

Inaction is wasteful because each year 
the town does nothing to collect what it 
is owed, it ends up losing more and more 
money. 

EXAMPLES:  The Sultana Ridge Asso-
ciation, a quasi-homeowners association 
that owns a pool but exists only on paper, 
owes the town $56,505 in taxes for 2008-
2013. The Association has no regular 
source of income and the pool has been 
closed for several years.  As long as the 
Town Board continues to do nothing to 
resolve the future ownership of the prop-
erty, Yorktown taxpayers will continue to 
pay the annual county and school taxes 
on the property.   

A second defunct homeowners asso-
ciation currently owes $56,521 in taxes 
from 2005-2013. And, like the Sultana 
pool, taxpayers will continue to pay the 

annual school and county tax bills until 
the town decides what to do with the 
property. 

Three vacant adjoining parcels with 
unpaid taxes as of 2009 were included 
in the 2011 foreclosure petition, the last 
foreclosure petition filed by the town.   It 
then took the town 21 months to take 
title to the property — and another 24 
months to try to sell the property at auc-
tion. By the time the parcels were sold in 
November, 2015 for a total of $11,000, 
the three properties had cost the town 
$18,802 in taxes for 2009-2013, plus an 
estimated $5,000 in school taxes for 2014 
and 2015. (Combined, the three parcels 
make a buildable lot. At the November 
auction, there were no bids at the initial 
$23,000 price set by the town. ) 

Inaction is inexcusable because the 
procedure for collecting delinquent liens 
is straightforward and mostly an auto-
mated clerical process. But it’s a proce-
dure that Yorktown officials have been 
slow to implement — either by choice or 
neglect. The procedure can include two 
optional letters, an initial “reminder” let-
ter followed by a stronger “warning” let-

Guest Commentary

When Doing Nothing Costs Money

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002
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By David Propper
As one incumbent announced his in-

tention to not run for re-election, anoth-
er candidate for the same seat officially 
kicked off her campaign last week in 
hopes of representing parts of Putnam 
and Westchester counties. 

Assemblyman Steve Katz (R/Mohegan 
Lake), whose seat represents the 94th 
Assembly District, confirmed he is going 
to stick with a pledge to term-limit him-
self out of office after six years in New 
York’s legislative body. The outspoken 
lawmaker said he’s come to the “heartfelt 
conclusion” that it’s time to step down at 
the end of his current term that expires at 
the end of this year.

Within an hour of Katz’s announce-
ment, Mahopac resident and Town 
of Carmel Councilwoman Suzi Mc-
Donough sent out a press release stating 
she is now a candidate for Katz’s seat. 
Previously, McDonough had formed an 
exploratory committee for the seat.

Calling himself a “citizen legislator,” 
Katz said he ran for office because he had 
a civic duty to make a change in his com-
munity and fight against the “political 
machine in Albany.” 

Katz owns and runs a veterinar-
ian clinic in the Bronx and has recently 
started a venture in Colorado where he 

founded a new company dedicated to 
selling cannabis-based treatments for 
animals. The company is called Therabis 
and is already producing three products 
for dogs and hired 20 employees within 
the first month.

Katz said he planned to start the busi-

ness in Putnam, but erred against it be-
cause New York remains 50th in desir-
ability to start a business. 

As Katz was announcing his decision 
to step down, McDonough was officially 
entering her name as a candidate for the 
seat. 

McDonough said she was entering the 
race after the response she received over 
the last several months was “overwhelm-
ing.” She stated she was looking forward 
to running a “positive campaign with a 
conservative message and bring the peo-
ple’s voice to Albany.” 

“Whether the incumbent is in or out, 
I am in this race to win it. Frankly, he 
seems to blow with the wind, and we are 
ready for any challenge,” McDonough 
said of Katz. “Should he choose not to 
run, I wish him all the best. The hard 
working voters of this district deserve a 
serious, conservative voice that is truly 
committed to public service for the right 
reasons.”

Putnam Republican Chairman Tony 
Scannapieco said there are two other 
Putnam Republicans in the district in-
terested in the seat, but nothing has been 
finalized yet. There is also a Republican 
from Somers in Westchester who might 
be eying the seat, Scannapieco said. 

As election season kicks into high gear 

later this year and interested candidates 
come forward to the Putnam Republi-
can Committee to gain its endorsement, 
Scannapieco noted he isn’t sure how 
much support McDonough could garner 
because of her connection to controver-
sial former New York State Senator Greg 
Ball, who retired from public life in 2014. 
Ball, now the CEO of his own consult-
ing firm, is assisting with McDonough’s 
campaign. 

“She doesn’t think she has a problem, 
she’s been told by a lot of us the problem 
is she’s affiliated with Greg Ball,” Scan-
napieco said, noting people are fed up 
with the way Ball ran campaigns, which 
included nasty mailers and fierce attacks.

Katz has also previously voiced his dis-
pleasure with McDonough running for 
the seat because Ball is working with her 
and even resulted in him reconsidering 
his pledge to term-limit himself out. 

Instead, he’s following through on his 
pledge and urged others to limit how 
long they serve going forward.

“I have been outspoken about the im-
plementation of term limits in our legis-
lative body in order to eliminate corrup-
tion,” Katz said. “I am staying true to my 
word and will term limit myself out and 
set an example for the other members to 
follow.”  

Katz to Leave Assembly; McDonough Officially Seeking Seat

By Neal Rentz
State Senator Terrence Murphy (R-

Yorktown) outlined some of the efforts 
the state legislature has undertaken this 
year to fight against the plague of illegal 
drugs recently in Mount Kisco.

Murphy, co-chairman of the Senate’s 
Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Abuse, 
said the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported earlier this month 
that more than 47,000 Americans died 
in 2014 from drug overdoses. That rep-
resented a 14 percent increase over 2013. 

Fighting heroin use has been one of 
Murphy’s priorities

“We need to do more,” he said. 
Many youngsters are initially addicted 

through the “over prescription” of pain-
killers such as Oxycontin, Murphy said. 

For example, a 16-year-old who has a 
tooth extraction could be prescribed up 
to 90 Oxycontin pills, he said.

A key legislative victory this year was 
expanding drug treatment options for 
addicts by providing more opportu-
nities to qualify for drug court. Drug 
court can provide medical treatment 
for addiction as an alternative to prison 
sentences. 

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said the village began a program to of-
fer alternatives to jail time for substances 
abusers 26 years ago. The efforts of the 
village justices and resident Mel Berger, 
head of Mount Kisco’s Drug Council, 
have made the program a success, he 
said. 

Other municipalities in the state could 

use Mount Kisco as a model for their 
own drug courts, Cindrich added. The 
Town of Yorktown is considering estab-
lishing a drug court.

Murphy touted his initiative to obtain 
a $250,000 state grant to provide Narcan, 
a medication used to reverse the effects 
of an opioid overdose, to school nurses. 

“That’s something I’m especially proud 
of,” he said.

Murphy also urged for more business-
friendly policies, including eliminating 
unnecessary regulation, to encourage 
greater commercial investment.

Commercial development was a pri-
ority when he served on the Yorktown 
Town Board, Murphy said, noting the 
town was successful in attracting new 
businesses and a major renovation of the 

Jefferson Valley Mall.
Working on behalf of veterans has 

been another priority for Murphy. A ma-
jor piece of legislation signed into law 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo declared the 
Vietnam Veterans of America as a be-
nevolent organization. The group’s new 
status enables it to provide the same ben-
efits and honoraria that other veterans 
groups have offered such as the storage 
of records, flags and memorabilia for 
display in the state capitol in Albany, he 
said. 

In his first year as senator, Murphy 
said he strives to keep open lines of com-
munication with his constituents.

“I can’t help you if I don’t know what 
you want,” he said. 

Murphy Outlines Steps Taken in Fight to Curtail Drug Abuse 

State assemblyman Steve katz will not be 
seeking reelection in november.

ter. But ultimately, if the optional letters 
haven’t resulted in the taxes being paid, 
the town  files a formal foreclosure peti-
tion that  gives the delinquent property 
owner a  third chance to pay up before 
the court allows the town to take title to 

the property (aka an in-rem proceeding) 
for non-payment of taxes.

EXAMPLE:  Yorktown waited until 
February, 2015, to send “reminder“ let-
ters to people who owed taxes dating 
back to 2010. To date, no warning letters 
have been sent. And, when asked when 

they would go out, the town official in 
charge of the process said she would skip 
that step and go right to the foreclosure 
petition. But that hasn’t been done yet. 

All this leads one to ask:  What very 
specific actions will the new Town Board 
take, and when, to collect the $3 mil-

lion owed to the taxpayers of Yorktown?  
Yorktown taxpayers have already perma-
nently lost almost $2 million. If we don’t 
want to see more money lost, it’s time for 
more action and less talk.

Susan Siegel is a former supervisor and 
councilwoman in the Town of Yorktown

Guest Commentary

When Doing Nothing Costs Money
continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
Somers native Brian Moss never 

originally planned to make a career of 
owning wine stores.

“Sheer circumstance got me involved 
in it,” Moss said last week. “I like the 
world of wines. It wasn’t a plan. I didn’t 
go to college saying I hope to open a 
liquor store.” 

Eight weeks ago, Moss opened 
Uncorked in the Somers Commons 
Shopping Center in Baldwin Place, near 
the Westchester/Putnam border. His first 
liquor store was located in Eastchester.  

Uncorked, which Moss said was 
named based on uncorking bottles of 
wine, is located in the building that 
formerly housed Route 6 Wines and 
Liquors. Moss is continuing with store 
renovations. “It’s a long road and an 
expensive road,” he noted.

Moss, who currently resides in South 
Salem, said his store offers a large 
selection of wine and other spirits. “I 
wouldn’t say we specialize in anything. 
But we try to have everything that people 
want,” he said. “If you come in here 
looking for anything, hopefully we have 
at least some options for you.” 

Uncorked offers wine and liquor from 

domestic and foreign sources, including 
Argentina and Spain and “little wines 
that people don’t know about,” Moss said.

“We try to give something that people 
can’t get in other places,” Moss said. 

Moss said he tastes wines and works 
with small producers and distributors. 
Particularly popular in 2016 are brown 
liquors, including whiskeys, scotches, 
and bourbons, Moss said, adding wines 
from South Africa are also becoming 
popular. However, many people have 

brand loyalty. “People who’ve been 
buying the same wine for 20 years are 
still going to buy the same wine in 20 
years,” he said.   

Moss offers wine tastings on a regular 
basis, generally on Fridays and Saturdays. 
He said he personally drinks tequila, 
rum and “a little bit of everything” when 
it comes to wine, mostly California wines 
and blends. 

Moss said he will offer assistance 
for customers who do not have much 

knowledge of wine. “Generically 
speaking, I just say to try something. 
A lot of people have no idea what they 
want,” he said. “I’ll pick an inexpensive 
bottle of wine that I like and I know 
people like and I’ll say try this. And 
then once you have a starting point they 
can say when they come back, that was 
either too heavy, too sweet, too light, too 
this, too that or not enough of this, not 
enough of that.”

Moss said he can then recommend other 
wines that would suit his customers’ tastes 
with lower cost wines. Once they find what 
they like, he will recommend higher priced 
wines that would fit their tastes.

“My goal in this business is to be in 
between a big and a little store,” Moss 
said. “I want people to know they can 
come here and say, ‘hey, I’ve never had 
wine. what do I do?”

Moss added he would like Uncorked 
to become “a boutique, but a boutique 
that has a lot to offer.”    

Uncorked is located at 80 Route 6 in 
the Somers Commons Shopping Center in 
the Baldwin Place section of Somers, near 
the Westchester/Putnam border. For more 
information call 914-621-1800 or send an 
e-mail to uncorkednorth@gmail.com

 Uncorked
baldwin Place

Businesses

of the Week

Photo by neal Rentz
Somers native brian Moss opened uncorked in baldwin Place eight weeks ago.
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By Salvatore DiCostanzo
Over the years, I have found that one 

of the biggest obstacles preventing cli-
ents from pulling the trigger on a Medic-
aid Trust is the perception that all control 
is lost over the assets being transferred to 
the trust.  While it is true that legal title 
to the assets must be transferred to the 
trustee, a well drafted trust can provide 
several mechanisms allowing the creator 
of the trust to maintain a certain degree 
of control.  

The following are some techniques I 
use in Medicaid Trusts to calm your fears 
of losing control.

Power to remove and replace a 
Trustee

Every trust has a trustee. The problem 
may lie in who you choose to be the ini-
tial trustee and, if circumstances were to 
change, how to replace that trustee. Even 
the closest and most trusted of family 
members may face their own difficult 
circumstances that may not make them 
the most ideal trustee years after their 
initial appointment.

By way of example, assume that you 
have a trust naming your only child as 

trustee. By some misfortune, you and 
your child become estranged. You have 
grown worrisome trusting that child to 
act as trustee.  Since the trusts I draft give 
you the power to remove and replace the 
trustee, you can easily appoint another 
family member or close friend as the new 
trustee. 

Power to change beneficiaries

Just as every trust needs a trustee, so 
too does every trust need a beneficiary. 

In most cases, children or other family 
members are the beneficiaries of a trust 
upon termination of the trust. However, 
once again, circumstances may arise that 
may warrant a change in beneficiaries.

For example, assume that you have 
two sons, each of whom are named as 
beneficiaries. Unfortunately, one of your 
sons had just been served divorce papers. 
You fear that if you die and the trust ter-
minates, his wife might be entitled to a 
portion of his inheritance. The Medicaid 
Trusts that I prepare include a limited 
power to change the beneficiaries among 
certain classes of individuals, such as 
your other children, thus eliminating 
your fears.   

Power of the Trustee to Distribute 
Principal and Income

Most clients will fund a Medicaid 
Trust with their home and some of their 
other non-retirement assets.  We usually 
recommend that the non-retirement as-
sets earmarked for the trust be assets that 
the client never intends to use.  However, 
there may be unforeseen circumstances 
where the money of the trust is needed 
such as for a large expenditure, such as 
for uncovered medical costs.  

Although you do not have access to 

the principal of the trust, our trust pro-
vides that the it can make distributions 
of principal to your children or any other 
defined class of individuals so that the 
money can come out of the trust.  Once 
the distribution is made from the trust, 
the children can use those assets for your 
benefit.

revoking the Trust

Ultimately, under New York Law, you 
can actually revoke an irrevocable trust 
with the consent of the trust beneficiar-
ies.

Notwithstanding client’s fears of los-
ing control, very rarely do you see cli-
ents revoking the trusts for this reason.  
However, you should know that this is 
an option so you know that ultimately, 
this irrevocable arrangement can be re-
versed. 

All of the above mechanisms are so-
phisticated and not found in boilerplate 
documents.  It is important to work with 
a seasoned elder law attorney with proper 
drafting experience.  Please contact us at 
914-245-2440 or by e-mail at smd@mfd-
law.com. You may also visit our website 
at www.plantodayfortomorrow.com.

Salvatore DiCostanzo

Using a Medicaid Trust Without Losing Control

“The alarming increase in judgments 
recorded in Westchester County in 2015 
is indicative of a foreclosure crisis that 
continues to linger,” reported Westches-
ter County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni, who 
serves as Clerk of the Westchester Coun-
ty Supreme Court where foreclosure ac-
tions are heard.  “However, as judgments 
increased sharply, fourth quarter filings 
continued to drop, which is on par with 
what we are seeing across the nation,” 
continued Idoni. 

The Office of the Westchester County 
Clerk reported 2,125 foreclosure actions 
filed between January 1 and December 
31.  The filings fell below record highs in 
2013 and 2014.    

The drop in filings in 2015 is in sharp 
contrast to the ballooning of judgments 
for the same period.  The year ended 
with 1,178 judgments, well ahead of the 
772 foreclosure judgments recorded in 
2014.  In particular, the number of De-
cember 2015 judgments (167) is more 
than double the number recorded for 
December 2014 (70).  

Westchester Foreclosure Judgments Reach Record Highs 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total
2006 100 119 159 120 140 128 112 136 117 162 130 123 1,546
2007 146 132 252 181 145 156 176 226 179 201 181 191 2,166
2008 243 231 285 224 202 225 238 242 73 96 71 76 2,206
2009 124 154 210 266 240 266 280 319 332 320 249 363 3,123
2010 260 181 222 210 208 262 219 247 216 209 110 141 2,485
2011 133 145 144 150 157 156 155 153 106 113 143 100 1,655
2012 105 131 142 148 150 147 192 161 159 184 142 150 1,811
2013 207 199 275 269 265 210 252 227 138 227 196 232 2,697
2014 206 234 245 218 170 144 168 175 178 213 187 189 2,326
2015 164 191 216 231 212 185 183 153 161 154 146 129 2,125

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2006 29 25 28 27 45 25 37 46 50 42 45 41 440
2007 55 33 47 43 62 52 62 71 52 86 65 80 708
2008 83 84 76 106 106 92 113 104 55 74 49 92 1,034
2009 76 56 100 62 84 2 110 35 32 66 48 64 735
2010 42 26 67 62 81 50 65 68 49 62 16 12 600
2011 6 10 16 14 16 16 17 11 23 9 22 17 177
2012 14 15 19 12 9 24 28 23 11 15 21 17 208
2013 26 14 22 28 30 32 31 25 25 69 24 45 372
2014 28 86 66 50 77 46 64 62 81 76 65      70 772
2015 85 56 126 103 133 82 66 132 88 97 43 167 1,178

A mOnTh-bY-mOnTh brEAkDOwn Of fOrEclOSUrE JUDGmEnTS fOllOwS:

A mOnTh-bY-mOnTh brEAkDOwn Of fOrEclOSUrE filinGS fOllOwS:

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878
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It makes sense that we would be re-
minded at the beginning of the year, 
when we’re all fortified with New Year’s 
resolutions, to resolve to get around to 
decluttering. It seems that everywhere I 
look I’m finding helpful hints of how to 
do that.

I have only occasionally 
dipped into the world of de-
cluttering because I have relied 
on my wife Margaret, a natural 
neatnik and a supremely organ-
ized person, to keep our home 
in order. Are you old enough to 
remember when televisions had 
“rabbit-ear” antennas on top? 
After Margaret would clean the 
television room, she would end 
by clapping the antennae into an 
upright position with a snap. For 
years we pantomimed this ges-
ture when we wanted to say, “Yes, every-
thing is in order.” I have also praised her 
list-making system in these pages and in 
my book, and through it she has kept our 
home and activities in order.

Still, that doesn’t mean I shouldn’t lend 
assistance to her, or at least learn how to 
not get in the way. Over the years, some 
of the advice to the organizationally-
challenged has changed, and some has 
reappeared in a new form many times 

over.
In the 1980s, cleaning expert Don As-

lett published Clutter’s Last Stand, one of 
the most popular of his many titles. His 
claim to fame was to communicate the 
techniques and tools of a professional 

cleaner to the average home-
maker so that she (or – shocking 
for the time – he!) could clean 
faster and more economically. 
His advice on clutter is to toss it, 
and his book is filled with inspi-
ration on overcoming the inter-
nal resistance to doing so.

In the 1990s, organization 
expert Julie Morgenstern took 
a more gentle approach in her 
book Organizing From the In-
side Out. Much of the basic ad-
vice is the same, but she advises 
that – once the clutter-clearing 

dust has settled – you examine your own 
life and interests when deciding where 
the things in your life should go.

Starting as a web forum participant 
in the early 2000s, Marla Cilley (famous 
now as FlyLady) grew an immense and 
loyal internet following through her sys-
tem of changing habits via “baby steps,” 
cleaning by zones a little bit each day, 
and lovingly accepting one’s own organi-
zational imperfections. To her, “clutter 

cannot be organized,” and she places 
great importance on tackling even a bit 
of it regularly each day.

Today’s new organizing guru is Marie 
Kondo, whose 2014 book, The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidying Up: The 
Japanese Art of Decluttering and Organ-
izing, was a world-wide bestseller, and 
whose new book, Spark Joy: An Illustrat-
ed Master Class on the Art of Organizing 
and Tidying Up, seems to be on the same 
trajectory.

If you take only a superficial glance 
at her KonMari Method, it seems to be 
about folding and arranging clothing 
and other items into mesmerizingly neat 
and tiny arrangements. She is featured in 
many hypnotic YouTube videos demon-
strating this aspect of her method, and 
you will probably learn a tidier way to 
fold shirts from her, if nothing else. 

Her system goes well beyond that, 
however, ultimately focusing not as much 
on what to discard, but on choosing what 
to keep based on how much joy it brings 
you. It even gets downright mystical. For 
example, in her second book, to deter-
mine whether or not a series of books 
gives you joy, you may want to arrange 
them in a stack and hug it to see how it 
makes you feel! That’s a little far out, even 
for me, but her passion certainly has had 

an effect on people.
Among her more pragmatic pieces of 

advice, she advises the opposite of Fly-
Lady: When decluttering, pick one cat-
egory, scour your entire home for items 
in that category, and sort through them 
all at once. Seeing all 12 of the similar 
shirt, for example, will make it easier to 
know which are your favorites, and the 
lift from completing the task will be a re-
ward in itself.

The reoccurring thread in all this ad-
vice seems to be that clutter will not make 
you happy, and whatever does make you 
really happy is not clutter. I may not 
reach my wife’s levels of neatness, but I 
have certainly felt the pleasant effects of 
letting go of old things as my life and my 
interests change. And now, while we are 
still in the New Year’s mood, is as good 
a time as any to begin the process again.

A Clutter of Information about Clutter

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

•Most models made in USA. 
  • Generac generators are 

preferred by 7 out of every 10 
homeowners who invest 
in home backup power.

Don’t Be Le�  in the Cold
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Tuesday, Jan. 12
farmers’ market: The Putnam Valley 

Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults 
and their caregivers find information 
about government benefits to help them 
stretch their budgets every Tuesday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub 
Oak. Get information on Medicare 
health and prescription plans, nutrition 
assistance, the Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP), tax relief programs, 
and much more. Info: 914-245-5262 
Ext.227 or http://www.westchesterlibrar-
ies.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. 
Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Jan. 13
health insurance Assistance:  Do 

you need health insurance? The Health 
Department offers free help. A Westch-
ester County Health Department navi-
gator will be at The Field Library every 
Wednesday in January from 9 am to 1 pm 
with assistance. Please call 914-813-5192 
to schedule. Appointments are available 
in English and Spanish. 

Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fitness 
classes are being offered to seniors who 
reside in Peekskill. The schedule is: Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday – The Work-
Out – 10 to 11 a.m. 

Thursday – Fall Prevention Class – 10 
to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 
a.m. to noon.

Call Terri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 
for more information. Classes are con-
ducted at

4 Nelson Ave., downstairs from the li-
brary.

fitness Program The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fus-
ing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at Thea-
tre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Ka-
tonah. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. The program is being provided 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy for more 
information at 914 960-4097. 

bingo wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check 

First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shop-
ping Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. 
Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.
org. 

walkable westchester; Bedford 
Audubon and the Friends of FDR State 
Park will welcome Yorktown residents 
Jan and Walt Daniels for a free public 
talk at the Katonah Village Library, 26 
Bedford Rd., on hiking in Westches-
ter’s parks and trails. Refreshments will 
be served at 7 p.m. and the lecture will 
begin at 7:30 in the Garden Room. No 
registration is necessary. Please bring 
a reusable mug to help us reduce our 
ecological footprint. Info: jrobbins@
bedfordaudubon.org,, 914-232-1999 or 
www.bedfordaudubon.org.

Thursday, Jan. 14
Taste Of Talmud:  Every Thurs-

day morning from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd., Wendy Segal conducts 
a class: titled “A Taste of Talmud” She 
discusses “How Jewish Thinking by our 
Sages Informs Our Lives Today.” Come 
join our lively weekly class (in its sixth 
year!) which discusses contemporary 
ethical issues in light of the wisdom of 
the Talmud and our sages. No prior Jew-
ish knowledge or Hebrew reading is nec-
essary. Everyone is welcome. Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

wine with weiner: Wine with Weiner 
will be held at 7:45 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Am, 203 Church Pl., Yorktown.  Come to 
Beth Am for an informal conversation 
with the Jewish community on the issues 
that affect our lives. With welcoming 
wine (or other beverages people bring), 
Rabbi Weiner facilitates a fascinating 
“laid-back” discussion while bringing us 
closer as a Jewish community. Congre-
gants and non-congregants alike are in-
vited to take this journey with our Rabbi.  
No previous knowledge is required, and 
all backgrounds are welcome. For infor-
mation, please call our Rabbi at 962-7500 
or e-mail him atrabbiw@optonline.net

Friday, Jan. 15
Job hunting help: Free drop-in, 

hands-on assistance with online applica-
tions, resume writing, e-mail accounts 
and more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the second floor conference 
room at the Ossining Public Library, 53 
Croton Ave. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 
Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date pro-
gram is being held every Friday from 11 
a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 

Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jew-
ish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The pro-
gram is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 
parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direc-
tion of an experienced early childhood 
teacher .Pre-registration is suggested. 
Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-
mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

memory Jar: Teens and tweens can 
make a memory jar for 2016 from 3:30 to 
5 p.m. in the gallery at the Field Library, 
4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. Participants can 
enjoy snacks and all supplies are free. 
Info: 914-737-1212 or peekskill.org. 

Jewish center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Friday night Sabbath services in the win-
ter will begin at 6:15 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 9:15 
a.m. On most Saturdays, after the serv-
ices Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning 
session based on the Torah portion of the 
week. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friend-
ship within our congregation. Info: 914-
245-2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Temple beth Am Services: Every Fri-
day evening at 8 p.m. Temple Beth Am, 
203 Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its 
doors to all who enter” for Shabbat. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritual 
and engaging feel while following tra-
ditional modes. For information, please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 
him at rabbiw@optonline.net  Tonight 
at 5:30 p.m. there will be a Welcoming 
Shabbat for Tots. Filled with movement, 
music, and ruach (spirit), Rabbi Rob-
bie and Rebbetzin Ellen help bring in 
the Shabbat with that special “Shabbat 
Spirit” followed by a Shabbat dinner. The 
only cost of the dinner is a Shabbat Sha-
lom smile.

les miserables:  The senior casts of 
the Lighthouse Youth Theatre will per-
form Les Miserables this weekend at 
the Yorktown Stage, 1974 Commerce 
St. The performances are scheduled for 
Jan. 15 and 16 at 7:30 p.m., with an ad-
ditional performance slated for Jan. 16 
at 2 p.m. Advanced tickets are $20 for 
those 13 and over and $18 for 12 and 
under. Tickets can also be purchased at 
the door for $23. Note: the online box of-
fice will close two hours prior to the start 
of shows. All tickets are nonrefundable. 
Info: 914-741-4205. To purchase tickets 
on line visit standingovationstudios.org/
show-tickets.

Saturday, Jan. 16
Ossining farmers market: The Ossi-

ning Down to Earth Farmers Market is 

being held outdoors every Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Spring 
and Main Streets. Customers old and 
new will find delicious produce, pasture-
raised meat, poultry, and eggs, breads, 
baked goods, and much more. For a full 
list of our markets and vendors, visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com

lunch & learn: A Shabbat service fol-
lowed by Lunch & Learn will be held at 
9:30 a.m. at the Hebrew Congregation 
of Somers, located at Cypress Lane and 
Mervin Drive. Info: 914-248-9532.

Art, books, meditation: Today will be 
a day of art, books and meditation at the 
Field Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. 
From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the gallery, 
the Field Notes Book Club will discuss 
“The Ghost Map” by Steven Johnson, the 
non-fiction book about a deadly cholera 
epidemic in 1854 London which follows 
the amateur scientists who discovered 
how it spread and worked to prevent it 
from spreading more. From 2 to 4 p.m. 
in the gallery Sabrina Occhipinti will 
discuss her photography exhibit “Door-
ways.” From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the nu-
trition room holistic spiritual counselor 
Nomi Bachar will lead the workshop 
“The Healing Power of Meditation.” Her 
series will continue on Feb. 20 and March 
19. Info: 914-737-1212 or peekskill.org. 

historical Society Program: Paul R. 
Martin III, president of the Yorktown 
Historical Society, will present a program 
on the long History of Camp Smith, the 
familiar facility on the hill overlooking 
the Hudson River in the Annsville sec-
tion of Yorktown The Van Cortlandtville 
Historical Society sponsored program 
will be held at 2 p.m. at The Little Red 
Schoolhouse, 297 Locust Ave., Cort-
landt. Admission is free. A noted profes-
sional historical artist, author, illustrator 
and art teacher, Martin will narrate a 
PowerPoint slide presentation featur-
ing vintage postcards, artifacts and rare 
photos depicting Camp Smith during the 
periods of World War I, the interim years 
before and including World War II, and 
up through its more recent history. Info: 
www.vancort.net or 914-736-7868.

magic The Gathering: Magic the 
Gathering Club for middle and high 
school students meets every Saturday 
through June 11 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the Somers Library. Beginners and new 
members are welcome. Info: 914-232-
5717.

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and serv-
ices for people affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer, announces a free pro-
gram: “Yoga-A Path toward Wellness.” 
It is offered every Saturday this month, 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on page 15
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with the exception of Jan. 23, from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., at Club Fit, 600 Bank Rd., 
Jefferson Valley. The program is open to 
women with breast, ovarian and gyneco-
logical cancer. To learn more or to pre-
register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-
ins, dues or fees. The group meets on Sat-
urdays from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth 
floor conference at the Graymoor Spir-
itual Life Center, 1350 Route 9, Garrison. 
Info: call/text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Adam Carolla Show: Adam Carolla 
will perform the one man show based 
on his book “Not Taco Bell Material” at 
8 pm. at the Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. Info: 914-739-
0039 or Boxoffice@paramounthusonval-
ley.com.

Yorktown Elks Present Christmas 
Concert Saturday, December 12, 2015 
7:30 - 9:00PM Tickets: $10.00, Children 
12 & under $5.00 Includes cafe-style 
seating, snacks during the performance, 
cookies and punch reception Limited 
seating; advanced ticket purchase recom-
mended As always, beverages available 
from the cash bar to enjoy before, dur-
ing and after the performance or Contact 
Jody Cole at jodycole616@gmail.com

Sunday, Jan. 17
healing Yoga: Yoga classes for wom-

en with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. 
on Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com

Monday, Jan. 18
musical munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Swim lessons: Society Hill 2 Recrea-
tion Center. 2 Campus Drive, Peekskill, 

is conducting a new session of swim les-
sons led by an American Red Cross In-
structor in heated pool. Eight week ses-
sions include one free swim per week. 
Call Terri at 914-737-4909 for more in-
formation. 

free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272.
Tuesday, Jan. 19

books And Games: A Middle School 
Books & Games Club will meet every 
other Tuesday, beginning today, at the 
Somers Library from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. 
The club will not meet on Feb. 16. Join 
us to discuss your favorite books and 
authors and play games. This club is in-
tended for middle school students. Reg-
istration is required.  Register at www.
somerslibrary.org  or call 914 -232-5717. 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING 
WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY, 
ATTEND A SEMINAR TO 
LEARN WHAT’S INVOLVED.

Join us for a no-commitment seminar, where you can learn more about the bariatric surgery program, 
including advanced surgical techniques, nutritional counseling and support programs.

Call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot. To learn more, visit healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery.

Thursday, January 21
4:30 PM to 5:30 PM

TTY/Accessibility: (800) 421-1220

BARIATRIC SURGERY SUPPORT GROUP
Putnam Hospital Center Thursday, January 21 - 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

(845) 230-4797

continued from page 14
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 011216

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
CAREER TRACTOR TRAILER TRAIN-
ING with A.C.C.S.C. Nationally Accred-
ited N.T.T.S., P.T.D.I. Certified Courses, 
Daily/Weekends/Housing with financial 
aid, grants, Post 9/11 GI BillÆ if qualified.
NTTS Liverpool or Buffalo (Branch), NY 
1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  
Get trained as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. Over-
night classes available. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 

may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GELIX, 
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with Sec’y of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 9/17/2015. Office 
location in Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 333 N. Bed-
ford Rd. Ste. 230, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of Thrive HR Solu-
tions, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 7/27/15. Office in Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of M.J. Fish LLC 
filed with the Secretary of State of NY on 
November 17, 2015.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against may be served.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 302 West Main Street, 
Suite 155, Avon, CT 06001.

LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 80 Vaughn Ave, 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

Notice of Formation of HSN Prop-
erty, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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AcrOSS
1 Point in life
4 Greyhound
7 Crater feature
8 Walking ad space
11 Orange juice factor
12 For all to see
13 Sparkling, as a diamond
15 A rooster’s favorite time or 
Yorktown
carpentry
16 Word on a quarter
19 Go to bed
20 Motown singer, Ross
22 Have something
23 Draining tool
25 Unofficial mascot of Somers
26 Shackled
29 Greek god of war
30 Adjourn
31 Fleur-de-__
32 The Peacock Network
33 Naval rank: Abbr.

DOwn
1 Rocket

2 River suspension
3 “The ___ strikes back”
4 Confine
5 Website abbreviation
6 Hog’s home
8 Young ‘uns
9 Acceleration
10 She
11 Out of fashion
14 Hits the sauce
16 Soviet cosmonaut Yuri ___
17 Uniformity
18 Bullseye finders
21 Take a breath
24 Wine sediments
25 Before, before
26 Cremation vase
27 Lincoln’s state abbr.
28 Board for TV regulations

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25

26 27 28 29

30 31

32 33

Across

1 Point in life

4 Greyhound

7 Crater feature

8 Walking ad space

11 Orange juice factor

12 For all to see

13 Sparkling, as a diamond

15 A rooster's favorite time or Yorktown 
carpentry

16 Word on a quarter

19 Go to bed

20 Motown singer, Ross

22 Have something

23 Draining tool

25 Unofficial mascot of Somers

26 Shackled

29 Greek god of war

30 Adjourn

31 Fleur-de-__

32 The Peacock Network

33 Naval rank: Abbr.

Down

1 Rocket

2 River suspension

3 "The ___ strikes back"

4 Confine

5 Website abbreviation

6 Hog's home

8 Young 'uns

9 Acceleration

10 She

11 Out of fashion

14 Hits the sauce

16 Soviet cosmonaut Yuri ___

17 Uniformity

18 Bullseye finders

21 Take a breath

24 Wine sediments

25 Before, before

26 Cremation vase

27 Lincoln's state abbr.

28 Board for TV regulations

Crossword

 Solution on page  14

Bernard F. Curry announced that 
Curry Automotive has acquired two 
Mercedes-Benz Centers and a Toyota 
dealership in the New York Tri-State 
Area. In making the announcement, 
Curry stated, “When we became aware 
of the availability of two successful 
luxury franchises representing the 
top Luxury Brand in the Country we 
felt it was a great fit for our portfolio 
of dealerships. We have always run 
our dealerships with the high line 
mentality by offering the ultimate 
customer experience whenever a 
guest or customer enters one of our 
12 dealerships.  These Mercedes-
Benz Centers are among the best with 
award winning service and customer 
satisfaction recognition. Some of 
the recent accolades and awards 
that have been received exemplify 
the commitment to customer 
satisfaction as well as an excellent 
place for employment. Mercedes-
Benz of Danbury was the recipient 
of: Hearst Publications Connecticut’s 
Top Workplaces Award in 2014 and 
2015;Mercedes-Benz USA “Best of 
the Best” Award in 2008 and 2011; 
Mercedes-Benz Year End Success 
Award in 2004, 2006, and 2009; 
Mercedes-Benz of Wappinger Falls has 

been the recipient of the Mercedes-
Benz Year End Sales Success Award in 
2009, 2010, 2011 and 2013.”

Curry added, “As for the Toyota 
dealership acquisition, that was a no 
brainer for us in that we already have a 
Toyota Dealership and are very familiar 
with the Toyota brand. Toyota products 
are among the most reliable and sought 
after vehicles in the country. Curry 
Toyota of Watertown, CT is situated in 
a brand new state-of-the-art facility in 
a historic New England community.“

Curry Automotive, family owned 
and operated since 1919, is comprised 
of Curry Acura and Curry Chevrolet 
on Central Avenue in Scarsdale; 
Curry Honda in Yorktown Heights; 
Curry Hyundai, Curry Subaru and 
Curry Toyota in Cortlandt; Curry 
Honda in Atlanta, Georgia; and Curry 
Honda and Curry Nissan in Chicopee, 
Massachusetts. Curry Automotive 
is the oldest automotive retailer in 
the region, as well as, the largest 
dealer group in Westchester and the 
surrounding counties. 

 Under Curry, Curry Automotive 
has achieved unparalleled growth and 
success. Curry Automotive has always 
been known in the community as a 
stable, customer focused organization 

offering charitable donations to support 
their communities. For example, 
Curry Automotive has been actively 
involved in donating, fund raising and 
support for Westchester high schools, 
as well as other local venues such as 
The Westchester Children’s Museum, 
the New York Presbyterian - Hudson 
Valley Hospital and Port Chester’s 
Carver Center.  

“We’ve been seeing many local family 
owned dealerships in our area absorbed 
by corporate holding companies. As 
a result, these dealerships lose their 
hometown feel and local community 
involvement. We live here, we work 
here, and our children go to school 
here,” Curry said.

As a result of high customer 
satisfaction indexes in all aspects of 
dealership operation and performance, 
Curry Automotive has been 
recognized as the best by many of the 
manufactures they have a franchise 
with. For example, the Curry Honda 
dealership in Westchester County is 
one of only three dealerships out of 
1,150 nationwide to receive Honda’s 
Prestigious President’s Award 16 times. 
This puts Curry Honda in Westchester 
in the top 1% off all Honda Dealerships 
in the nation. 

“Our customer satisfaction rating 
is a result of employee dedication and 
commitment to always give the best to 
our customers and from the inordinate 
tenure of our employees. Our general 
managers have been with us an average 
of 21 years. This creates stability 
down the line and results in offering 
our customer a consistent “feel.” Our 
product does not necessarily have to 
be the vehicles we sell and service, 
but the customer experience that is 
achieved in our stores. We welcome all 
of the families and employees of the 
new dealerships to the Curry Family 
of Dealerships. We look forward to 
long term employment and career 
growth for our new employees. With 
a combined 12 dealerships in one 
business unit, we not only strengthen 
the organization in terms of buying 
and pricing power, we are better able 
to serve the communities we support,” 
Curry said.   

Curry Expands Operations with Three Dealerships Acquisition  
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Pets Of the Week: 
Oreo & Rocky 

 
 

They are an adorable 
and bonded pair! 
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RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Ossining senior G AJ Stokely goes up for two points against 
the defense of  Lakeland senior C Nick Fazio in the visiting 
Pride’s 39-37 victory over the Hornets last Tuesday. The 
Pride would go on to knock off  Hen Hud, 51-47, at Pace 
University on Saturday... see Boys Hoops Notebook

Pride Defeat 
Lakeland, 
Hen Hud, 
Improve 
to 6-2

Ossining 
is Stoked!



 Boys Hoops NotebookSports
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Bad Start Dooms Put Valley in Clash of Class B Titans
State-Ranked No.5 Briarcliff Fends off No.12 Tigers
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Putnam Valley picked a bad time to 
leave its A-game behind in a clash of 
Section 1 Class B titans. Going up against 
state-ranked (No.5) Briarcliff, the state-
ranked (No.12) Tigers would need to be 
at their best on the road last Thursday, 
but Coach Mike McDonnell’s Tigers (9-
2) barely scratched the surface; Putnam 
Valley did not effectively produce enough 
rhythm or flow in their offensive sets 
during a 54-48 loss to the Bears (9-1). 

PV fans were left with a hollow feeling, 
which was better than the knot in their 

stomach when the Tigers trailed 9-2 and 
dug a hole they could not claw out of, 
especially with senior F/C Joey Spinola 
battling foul trouble all night long (before 
fouling out early in the 4th), and Briarcliff 
ripe for the picking down the stretch.

Bears coach Cody Moffett told reporters 
afterward that he was none-too-pleased 
with his team’s performance after the 
win; a clear indication that 2015 sectional 
runner-up Briarcliff hadn’t played its 
A-game either. Still, media types, coaches, 
fans and most folks in attendance expect 

an encore performance in the Section 1 
Class B playoffs in late February when the 
Tigers hope to make a fourth-straight trip 
to the Final 4.

“Our goal is to get on a run like last year,” 
said Coach McDonnell, now sporting 
a 45-12 record in his two-plus seasons 
at PV. “If we have to grind, we’re up to 
the challenge, too. There is no clear-cut 
favorite like Woodlands was the past two 
years, so it’s simply going to come down 
to who plays the best in the tournament.”

Should we be so lucky to see a rematch 
in the post season, the Tigers will need 
to do a better job on Briarcliff swingman 
Josiah Cobbs, who dropped a game-high 

18 points while 
doing his part 
at the other end 
to keep PV from 
establishing any 
type of pace 
or perimeter 
attack. PV 
guard Harrison 
Deegan, who 
never seemed 
to get his mojo 
going, led 
Putnam Valley 
with 13 points 
while Anders 
Spittal – who 
played well at 
both ends -- 
and Spinola, 
who had his 
moments but 
went one-on-
one a bit too 
much, added 11 
apiece. Spinola 
made a couple 
of poor choices 
and that -- 
combined with 
getting caught 
in some bad 
luck scenarios -- 
was his undoing 
in this game. 
Simply put; 
PV can’t beat 

Briarcliff – or teams of that ilk -- with 
Spinola spending more time on the bench 
than on the floor. He has to know that…

A youthful SOMERS team came of age 
last Friday night during a 58-52 win over 
a seasoned MAHOPAC team that simply 
had an off night. Tusker junior Matt Pires 
killed the Indians, dropping a career-high 
20 points, including some daggers down 
the stretch.

It’s all about the progression of the 
sophomore-laden unit, according to 
Coach Chris DiCintio, who continues to 

see the development on a 
day in and day out basis. 
The 2016 Tuskers will 
likely struggle to get 5-6 
wins this season, but they 
should/could double that 
next season and possibly 
find themselves back at 
the County Center in 2018 
if they play their cards 
right…

GO FIGURE – And so 
it seems that on any given 
night, in this neck of the 
woods, anyone can beat 
anyone. Go figure this: 
Brewster beats Putnam 
Valley and Panas then 
falls to Hen Hud, Greeley 
and Somers; Hen Hud 
beats Panas but falls 
to Ossining; Yorktown 
defeats Lakeland but 
falls to John Jay CR; 
Somers, who couldn’t 
beat anybody, shocks both 
Brewster and Mahopac 
in the same week; Panas 
beats Mahopac twice 
and Somers then falls to 
Brewster and Hen Hud; 
and then there’s Carmel, 
winners of six-straight, 
who lost to Ossining and Put 
Valley but beat Spring Valley.

You try putting this 
meaningless poll together 
because I’m at my wit’s end 
here with it.

“It’s wide open, the next 
month is going to be wild,” 
Panas boss Shawn Sullivan 
said.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE POLL
(Section 1 teams only)

No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Coach McDonnell’s state-
ranked (No.12) Class B Tigers 
(9-2) still appear to be the 
most complete team north 
of Fox Lane, and they might 
not lose again provided they 
defeated Peekskill last night 
and are up for the challenge 
against Blind Brook on Feb.8.

No.2 OSSINING – Coach 
Casey’s Class AA Pride (6-2) 
defeated Lakeland (39-37) 
behind matchup nightmare 
Obie Toppin’s 18 points and 
then knocked off Hen Hud 
(51-47) when swingman 
Alan Griffin scored 13 of 
his 21 points in the fourth 
quarter at Pace University. 
A.J. Stokeley added 13 points 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley will have to do a better job against Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobbs should 
they meet again in Class B playoffs.

Put Valley’s Harrison Deegan is checked by Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobb 
in Tigers’ loss to Bears.

Putnam Valley F Charlie Pagani knocks down a clutch fourth-quarter 
layup in Tigers’ 54-48 loss at Briarcliff.
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Boys Hoops NotebookSports

Lakeland’s John Mule’ drives on Ossining’s Wes Rodgers in Pride win 
over Hornets.

Lakeland’s Trevor McCarthy tries to run baseline on Ossining’s Obie 
Toppin, who led all scorers with 18 in Pride win.

Ossining’s Kyle Cristello is hounded by Lakeland’s Eric 
Pombo in Pride win over Hornets.

Ossining’s Alan Griffin has been a catalyst for the 6-2 
Pride this season.

and six rebounds for the Pride, who face a 
staunch test Wednesday against a surging 
Beacon (8-4) outfit that just might have 
the goods to take the League I-B title. 

We’d like to see some more consistency 
and structure from the Pride, who scored 
just two fourth-quarter points against 
Lakeland and held on for dear life, but six 
wins in eight tries under a first-year coach 
is certainly satisfactory.

“We'll take it,” Coach Casey exclaimed! 
“Yes, this is a good test for us this week 
starting today with Greeley. Both teams 
are playing better ball and we are looking 
to defend our home court. Then, we have 
Beacon who everybody was sleeping on. 
We knew about their new transfer; we saw 
him in the pre-season showcase game. 
They are very athletic and match up well 
against us. Then, we end our home stand 

with Peekskill. They 
are not winning 
many games but 
we know they will 
be tough. Next 
Saturday, we play 
Clarkstown North 
in the Yorktown 
tournament, then 
Monday in either 
the consolation or 
championship game 
followed by two 
more league games. 
It's a tough stretch 
for us, but we are 
going to find out a 
lot about our team 
with eight games in 
13 days.”

No.2A CARMEL 
– Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams 
(7-4) did indeed 
build upon their 
stunning win over 
reigning Class A 

champion Spring Valley when they went 
and defeated both Arlington (44-36) and 
John Jay EF (56-48) last week to run their 
winning streak to six games, which is 
pretty remarkable if you remember the 
69-35 thrashing they took at the hands 
of Pelham back on Dec. 16. Ryan Sullivan 
wet for a career-high 17 points while 
Matt “Hawk” Haughney (12 P, 8 R), Ryan 
Train (9 P, 7 R) and Quinn Willman (8 P) 
and contributed to the win over Jay EF. 
Haughney (15 P, 11 R, 5 S), Train (10 P, 
9 R, 4 A, 4S) and Willman (9 P, 6 R, 3 A, 
2 S) all figured prominently in the defeat 
of Arlington. Rams are now 2-0 in league 
play with Lourdes and Mahopac due on 
1/15, 1/19, respectively… it’s on, boys!

No.4 HEN HUD – We expect Coach 
Hirsch’s Class A Sailors (7-4) to be sitting 

pretty at 9-4 by the time 
they face Beacon next 
Tuesday, though winning 
at Peekskill is never easy 
for anybody, and Lakeland’s 
size could be a tough 
matchup for the Sailors. 
Jesse “Double-Double” 
Breeding was a man among 
boys in the Sailors win over 
Panas, dropping 26 points 
and snagging 11 caroms. 
Against Ossining, the kid 
snatched a career-high 19 
boards and went for 16 
points, but the Pride were 
resilient behind the efforts 
of Griffin. Nick Marra 
dished eight assist in the 
loss.

“Griffin is as talented 
as they come,” Coach 
Hirsch said of the Ossining 
sophomore. “His body 
control and poise for a guy 
his age are very impressive. 

They are very athletic and shoot the ball 
well over you with their length. Mike 
(Casey) is doing a great job rallying them 
together. We did a lot of good things we 
can build on. It is going to come down to us 
focusing in on the details of fundamentals 
and assignments against good teams like 
that.”

No.5 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes’ 
Class AA Huskers (5-4) were without the 
services of both Nick DeGennaro (knee) 
and Tanner Dylsin in a 47-31 loss to Fox 
Lane. That left Jesse Bambach (12 P, 14 R, 
3 B) to do much of the heavy lifting for 
the suddenly-struggling Huskers, who 
also suffered a 63-50 loss to John Jay 
CR. Trevor Bocian (17 P, 5 R) and Glen 
O'Loughlin (10 P, 9 R) led the way in the 
loss.

HM PANAS – Coach Sully’s Class 
A Panthers (6-4) were forced to play 
Brewster without the services of 
point guard Brandon Hodge and 
it truly showed up in a 53-49 loss 
to the Bears, Panas’ 2nd loss in 3 
games.

HM BREWSTER – Coach 
Nelly’s Class A Bears (5-5) defeated 
Panas 53-49 when Sam Adama 
went for 22, but the 3-straight 
losses to Hen Hud, Greeley and 
youthful Somers (by 12 points, no 
less) have knocked this pollster off 
the Brew Crew bandwagon for at 
least a week. 

HM MAHOPAC –Coach 
Simone’s Class AA Indians (5-6) 
better have an explanation for that 
home loss to Somers after playing 
real tough in a loss to Lourdes and 
big win over Arlington. Luckily, 
they’ll face Carmel next Tuesday 
with a chance to feel good about 
themselves with a potential win 
against their arch rivals. 

HM CROTON – Coach Thom’s 

Class B Tigers (5-5) did not fare well in a 
74-49 defeat at the hands of Briarcliff and 
the 69-52 loss to Westlake is more than 
disconcerting if the Tigers really fancy 
themselves a final 4 team.

HM LAKELAND – Coach Fallo’s Class 
A Hornets (4-6) had several chances to 
put Ossining away but the Pride made 
the stops down the stretch in a defensive 
battle.

HM SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s Class 
A Tuskers (3-7) will likely look back on 
the wins over Brewster and Mahopac last 
week as the week they cut their big-boy 
teeth and turned the corner.

HM PEEKSKILL – Coach Turner’s 
Class A Red Devils (1-8) nearly knocked 
off Panas in OT, but they forgot to box out 
Brandon Ramos on the game-winning 
put-back, but the Red Devils should be in 
some of these league games the rest of the 
way.

Put Valley F Joe Spinola runs the paint in loss to 
Briarcliff.



Girls Hoops NotebookSports

Panas Coming of Age; Brewster Stuns Somers
By Tony Pinciaro

The Walter Panas varsity girls’ basketball 
team was optimistic coming into the 2015-
16 season based on the improvement 
shown last year.

The Panthers went 8-12 last year and 
returned all five starters. The optimism has 
resulted in a 6-4 record, to date, including 
two wins last week against Pawling and 
Hen Hud.

“We were all excited coming into the 
season because we are a young team who 
has been playing together,” junior Melissa 
Keefe said. “We’ve been playing together 
for a while and we’ve bonded.”

Panas closed out the calendar year with 
a win over Haldane, then opened 2016 
with a 50-26 win over Pawling. Kristen 
Kelly led the Panthers with 13 points, 
Carlyn Mucci added 12 and Danielle 
Merante chipped in 11.

“We were happy to go into the break 
with a win and we were happy to come out 
of the break with a win,” Keefe said.

Panas followed it up by registering its 
first league win – 55-37 over Hen Hud. 
According to Keefe, she said Panas coach 
Matt Evangelista told the team that it was 
Panas’ first league win in two years. 

Keefe had a dominant game with a 
game-high 19 points and 12 rebounds. 
Kelly finished with 12 points and Merante 
added 10.

“We were excited to play Hen Hud 
because some of the girls on the team 
played we played with them in CYO, travel 
and town leagues and we also know their 
coach,” Keefe said. “We had a good inside 
game against Hen Hud and I received 
some great passes from my teammates.”

Keefe pointed out that the team has 
benefitted from better communication 
this year. That was one area the girls 
focused on during preseason. Keefe said 
the improved communication this season 
is also a result of the girls knowing each 
other so well.

“Our effort has been great and it’s great 
to have a winning season, so far,” Keefe 
said. “We wanted to continue improving, 
like we did last year, and we felt we’ve 
done this. We also want to improve on our 
record from last year.”

BREWSTER swept its two games 
for the week – a 53-35 win over Horace 
Greeley and 42-41 triumph of SOMERS 
in overtime.

The victory over Somers is one Brewster 
will always remember as Dayja Medina 
sent the game into overtime on a layup 
with 12 seconds remaining in regulation. 
She added the punctuation mark to 
the game with a buzzer-beating, game-
winning 3-pointer. Brewster in-bounded 
the ball with 2.4 seconds on the clock.

  “Dayja has been clutch all year,” 
Brewster coach Mike Castaldo said. 
“When we need a big 3, we can always 
count on Dayja. She’s not afraid of the 

big spot. She has really stepped up in her 
senior year.”

Medina finished with 15 points, six 
assists and five steals and Frannie Merkel 
added eight points and 15 rebounds.

Merkel was in complete control against 
Greeley as she had a game-high 16 points 

and 15 rebounds. Katie DePaoli finished 
with 10 points and Medina had nine 
points.

“Dayja held Lauren Brown to only nine 
points,” said Castaldo of Greeley’s top 
player. “Overall, it was a great team win.”

MAHOPAC opened league play with 
a 59-55 victory over Arlington. Leading 
by five at the half, 34-29, the Indians 
extended their lead to nine points going 
into the fourth quarter.

Amanda Geyer led Mahopac with 19 
points and Carly Pease finished with 16 
points.

“We played a good first half, hitting our 

shots and creating points 
off our defense,” Mahopac 
coach Chuck Scozzafava 
said. “We got out quick 
in the second half, going 
up by 14, but Arlington 
chipped away by taking 
advantage of a couple of 
turnovers. We hung tough 
to secure the win.”

OSSINING saw 
freshman phenom Aubrey 
Griffin and senior starlet 
Shadeen Samuels combine 
for 54 points, 18 rebounds, 
and six assists in three 
quarters as the state-
ranked (No.1) Pride blew 
past Rye, 78-43, to improve 
to 10-2. The three-time 
reigning NYS champion 
Pride also crushed league 
foes Lakeland and Hen 
Hud, but expect a more 
contentious battle with 
host Peekskill this Friday 
(7:00 p.m.)  

PUTNAM VALLEY 
won its two games, highlighted by a 49-47 
overtime win over R.C. Ketcham as Reena 
Olsen led the way with 12 points and 13 
rebounds. Maria Tomais added 11 points 
and Alyssa Stockinger had nine points and 
11 rebounds.

The Tigers opened their week by 

devouring Pleasantville, 38-25. Olsen 
finished with 14 points, 13 rebounds and 
five blocked shots. Stockinger contributed 
10 points and six rebounds.

YORKTOWN had a busy week, going 
1-2 in games against John Jay-Cross 
River (50-32, win), Fox Lane (50-46) and 
Arlington (56-34).

Yorktown coach Kevin Clark said his 

team received a balanced scoring effort 
in the win, led by Alyssa Francese’s 15 
points. Sarah Bonner added 14 points and 
Caileigh Lampersberger and Emily Nigro 
had six points apiece. 

Francese led the Huskers with 23 points 
in the loss to Fox Lane and Ashley Silo and 
Bonner each netted nine points. Emily 
Metz finished with 10 points, Emily Nigro 
had eight points and Anna Nuccio added 
six against Arlington.

CARMEL opened its league schedule 
and was treated rudely in losses to 
Arlington (55-24) and John Jay-East 

Fishkill (62-36).
Hannah Riddle led Carmel with 10 

points against Arlington and Claire Cody 
paced the Rams with 12 points against 
John Jay-East Fishkill.

HALDANE outlasted Horace Greeley, 
48-46, in overtime. Olivia McDermott 
netted a 3-pointer to extend the game into 
an extra session.

 Allison Chiera led Haldane with 16 
points and Marissa Lisikatos chipped in 
with 10 points.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE)
Panas’ Julia Araujo attacks the rack against the defense of  Panas’ 
Katy Kenny.

Panas’ Kristen Kelly checks Hen Hud’s Montana 
Garrett in Panther win over Sailors.

Panas’ Danielle Merante takes a run at Hen Hud’s 
Kamryn Sherman in Panthers’ 55-38 win over 
Sailors last Tuesday.

Peekskill’s Lanay Rodney is guarded by Panas’ 
Carlyn Mucci in Red Devils’ win over Panthers.

Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman takes a run at Panas’ 
Julia Araujo in Red Devil win over Panthers.
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Hockey NotebookSports

Brewster, Mahopac, Somers in Hot Pursuit of League Titles
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

BREWSTER hasn’t had many hiccups 
during this current 11-game unbeaten 
streak, but the Bears (10-1-1) let one slip 
out in last Saturday’s 4-4 tie with host 
Pearl River, which scored twice in the final 
eight minutes to salvage the tie. Aaron 
Treiling led the Bears with two goals, but 
the defensive lapse proved costly as the 
Bears allowed a season-high four tallies 
on a night when G Stephen Fischer would 
stop 31 shots. Kyle Dineen added a goal 
and assist for the Bears, who recovered 
nicely in Sunday’s 4-2 win over Carmel 
at the Brewster Ice Arena. Dineen (1G, 
1A), Anthony Justo, Jason McNamara and 
Treiling all scored for the Bears while Nick 
Smith (1G, 1A) and Vinny Maset tickled 
the twine for the Rams (2-10).

The League I-B race looks like a two-
horse sprint between John Jay CR (6-1 in 
league) and Brewster (7-1) and the two 
will tango for a second time on Jan.30th 
when the Bears look to avenge their only 
loss, a 1-0 setback in the season opener 
on Nov. 28th. The Indians suffered a bad 
league loss to Pawling, so they are clearly 
beatable, and if the Bears plan on getting 
to the Final 4 John Jay could be the team 
in their way in a potential 4-5 seed playoff 
meeting.

SOMERS/NORTH SALEM (6-3-
1) continued its fine season when the 
LaSpina brother padded their stats in a 
7-3 win over CARMEL. Brandon LaSpina 
(1G, 2A) and RJ LaSpina (1G, 1A) have 
now combined for 31 points. The Sabers 
are now 5-1 in the conference and gearing 

up for a run League 
I-A title, which looks 
like yet another 
two-horse race 
between Somers 
and Mahopac, who 
will settle part of the 
score on Wednesday, 
Jan. 27th at the BIA 
at 4:00 p.m. in what 
shakes out as the 
regular season game 
of the year in in 
League I-A.

MAHOPAC (6-3) 
has had some issues 
finishing this season 
and that was evident 
over the first two 

periods of a 3-0 win over Fox 
Lane last Wednesday at the 
BIA, but the Indians put the 
Foxes on ice with two tallies in 
the third period. Owen Nolan, 
Brian O’Shea and Gianfranco 
Pulice each scored once for 
the Indians, who saw G Mike 
Pinto chalk up 16 saves for his 
second shutout of the season. 

Mahopac then tuned up on 
winless LAKELAND/PANAS 
in Sunday’s 7-2 victory over 
the Rebels. Matt Stefunek and 
Nolan each scored twice for 
Mahopac, which led 5-0 after 
the opening period. Joe and 

Jon Mastrocola each had a 
goal and assist, as did John 
Dignam.

It’ll be interesting to see if 
Mahopac’s defense has what 
it takes to lock off the LaSpina 
brothers Sunday night. Either 
way, the Indians have gotten 
healthy and are doing the 
things they need to do to 
be competitive, including a 
tougher schedule than most 
of the locals. 

“We have gotten back 
to doing some of the little 
things right again,” Mahopac 
Coach Chris Lombardo 
said, “especially taking care 
of the defensive side of the 
puck first. Getting (Matt) 
Stefunek back has 
helped. We've been 
able to move Nolan 
back up front and 
have gotten scoring 
from three lines. Our 
upcoming schedule 
will certainly be a 
challenge with White 
Plains on Thursday 
followed by two top 10 
ranked teams in the 
state in Saratoga and 
Suffern. Even with 
our losses to John Jay 
and then Brewster, we 
felt we should have 
won both games. 
We controlled most  
of the game against 
Brewster but 
just didn't finish  
our chances.”

YORKTOWN (5-6-1) defeated 
Pawling, 7-2, when Cian Keohane went 
off for four goals while Liam Donnelly 
(2A), Shaun Benson and Anuj Gupta each 
scored once for the Huskers, who let one 
get away from them on Sunday night in 
a 4-4 tie with Somers/North Salem when 
Yorktown saw a 4-2 lead evaporate in the 
third. Somers/North Salem netted a pair 
of goals inside the final seven minutes 
of regulation to secure a tie. Jonathan 
Henning’s game-tying goal came with 
5:51 left, and the Sabers outscored the 
Huskers 3-1 in the third period. Keohane, 
Donnelly, Benson and Josh Hilfman all 
scored for the Huskers. Henning (1G, 
1A), Michael Garrity (1G, 1A), Nick 
Caleri (2A) and Brandon LaSpina (2A) all 
had two-point games for the Sabers.

HEN HUD/HALDANE (4-5) played 
to a 4-4 tie with Fox Lane. Vinny Perez 
(2G, 1A) led Sailors, who threw 60 shots 
at Fox G Abbie Ives (56 saves). The Sailors 
are just 1-3-1 in the last five and need to 
kick it up a notch if they are going to get 
back in the League I-B title chase.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac freshman Brian O’Shea makes his move along the boards in 3-0 win over Fox Lane last 
Wednesday.

Mahopac senior Andrew Varrone cuts up ice in 3-0 win over Fox Lane.

Mahopac’s Jude Brower clears his zone in 3-0 win over Fox Lane.

Mahopac’s TJ McMee makes his way up ice in 3-0 win over Foxes
Mahopac’s Matt Cimadomo (23), Andrew Varrone, and Gianfranco Pulice 
celebrate a Pulice tally in win over Foxes.
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YORKTOWN BROKERAGE  |  703 EAST MAIN STREET (ROUTE 6 & 6N), JEFFERSON VALLEY  |  HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

                            SOSOLDLDMLS# 4414821MLS# 4414821
Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.447.6569 
Address withheld 
Please call

WEB# NS1183907     $2,500,000 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.645.9423 
871 Hanover Street 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1173048     $775,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  845.590.6864 
31 Kaitlin Drive 
Mahopac 

WEB# NS1184422     $729,000 

Jonathan M. Clyman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  917.968.9598 
975 Sunset Street 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1157555     $700,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  845.590.6864 
17 Athena Court 
Mahopac 

WEB# NS1187757     $659,000 

MMLS# 3 326573LS# 3 326573MLS# 4414821MLS# 4414821
John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
3681 Marcy Street 
Mohegan Lake 

WEB# NS1187870     $589,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
254 Watch Hill Road 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# NS1182676     $550,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
3006 Crompond Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1176132     $550,000 

Shari Besterman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.391.8209 
17 Laurelton Road 
Mount Kisco 

WEB# NS1187867     $515,000 

Jonathan M. Clyman 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  917.968.9598 
74 Dimond Avenue 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# NS1183942     $500,000 

MMLS# 4414821LS# 4414821                                           SOSOLLDD   SOSOLLDD                      I                     INN CO CONNTRACTTRACT
Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.645.9423 
82 Richardsville Road 
Carmel 

WEB# NS1188599     $499,9000 

Raymond Charles Magnani 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.262.0774 
44 Stone House Road 
Somers 

WEB# NS1185244     $469,900 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
3746 Foothill Street 
Mohegan Lake 

WEB# NS1181440     $450,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
59 Westminster Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1186499     $449,000 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.645.9423 
2766 Sunrise Street 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1182928     $430,000 

                                          SOSOLDLD   SOSOLLDD                             SOSOLDLD
John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
20 Whittier Court 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1181606     $429,000 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.645.9423 
12 Pearce Place 
Mahopac 

WEB# NS1153739     $415,000 

William “Bill” Frattarola, Sr. 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.645.5277 
91 A Molly Pitcher 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1177557     $339,900 

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.447.6569 
42 B Jeff erson Oval 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1184162     $275,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
27 M Walden Court 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1187871     $195,000 

MLMLSS# 4414821# 4414821 MLMLSS# 3 326573# 3 326573   SOSOLLDD
William “Bill” Frattarola, Sr. 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.645.5277 
60 C Kirby Close 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1151900     $189,900 

William “Bill” Frattarola, Sr. 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.645.5277 

47 H Jeff erson Oval 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1170077     $175,000 

William “Bill” Frattarola, Sr. 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.645.5277 
149 E Flintlock Way 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1173521     $162,500 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.645.9423 
3 C Kings Court 
Mohegan Lake 

WEB# NS1187356     $139,900 

Arlene Simone 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.494.7244 
1879 C Crompond Road 
Peekskill 

WEB# NS1155285     $107,500 H
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The #1 Selling Real Estate Brokerage in Yorktown


