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By Rick Pezzullo
Th e Yorktown Town Board will likely 

hold a public hearing in September to 
consider amending an ordinance that 
would ban dogs from recreational play 
areas in the town.

Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace 
made the suggestion at a recent work 
session aft er the board was approached 
by resident Patricia Mckechnie and Rick 
Romanski, president of the Yorktown 
Youth Soccer Club, about the growing 
problem of dogs defecating on the playing 
fi eld inside the track at the Yorktown 
Community and Cultural Center.

“Let’s run it up the fl agpole,” Grace 
remarked about holding the hearing. “It 
makes sense that dogs shouldn’t be on 
playing fi elds. Th e problem is the code 
doesn’t say dogs can’t be there. It says dogs 
can’t defecate. Banning dogs will probably 
not be in the cards. I think we would get 
tarred and feathered on this.”

Mckechnie said New York State 
law bans dogs near parks and noted 
there were suitable locations for 
residents to walk their pets. Dogs are 
prohibited in the town in playgrounds.

“We don’t take our children to play 
at the dog park,” she said. “It’s a health 

hazard. Th at’s the bottom line.”
Romanski conceded “60%” of the 

problem created by dogs at the YCCC was 
from the approximately 1,200 members in 
the soccer club.

“It’s getting worse and worse,” he 
said. “I’m not going to get into a fi ght 
with people over this. Th is is low 
lying fruit. Th is is silly. Th is is putting 
children’s safety over dogs. If you open 
up more fi elds we wouldn’t be having this 
discussion.”

Councilman Tom Diana said he had 
spoken to Police Chief Daniel McMahon 
about the situation, adding offi  cers 

were planning to routinely patrol the 
YCCC to see if residents were not paying 
attention to the rules regarding dogs.

“It becomes a problem when responsible 
dog owners are not responsible,” Diana 
said.

Yorktown May Consider Banning Dogs from Rec Areas
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By Arthur Cusano
A New York State appellate court has 

upheld a court decision that would keep 
three town board candidates off  the 
Republican Party line in November’s 
election.

A four-judge panel of the Second 
Appellate Judicial Division of New 
York State decided Aug. 18 to uphold 
an Aug. 7 Supreme Court ruling that 
found Ossining Town Board candidate 
Aaron Spring had not properly collected 
signatures for himself, fellow board 
candidate Michael Milner and Town 
Supervisor candidate John Perillo. 

Supreme Court Justices Ruth Balkin, 
Sheri Roman, Sandra Sgroi and Hector 
Lasalle ruled that the candidate’s 
contentions were without merit, and that 
they will remain off  the Republican Party 
line. Th e three will remain on the ballot 
on the Conservative Party line. 

Spring failed to collect the necessary 
number of registered Republican 
signatures in the company of a witness 
or notary, according to the initial Aug. 7 

decision in the case, Joseph N. Sgammato 
v John Perillo. 

Ossining Democratic Committee 
Chairwoman Th omasina Laidley Brown 
said Spring knowingly committed fraud 
by gathering signatures alone while 
under the age of 18.

“He knew he was not supposed to 
collect signatures alone,” she said.

Spring could not be reached for 
comment.

Th e three candidates needed 205 
valid signatures to be on the ballot for 
the Sept. 10 primary election.  Of the 
343 signatures they collected, 35 were 
invalidated by the Westchester County 
Board of Elections. Democrats then fi led 
the lawsuit alleging that 147 of the 205 
remaining signatures were not properly 
gathered since a witness had not been 
present when they were collected.

Spring, who was 17 at the time the 
signatures were gathered and not able to 
be a witness under state law since he was 

continued on page 2

Ossining Town Board candidates Michael Milner, Aaron Spring and Town Supervisor John Perillo will not 
be running on the Republican Party line in November. They will however be listed on the ballot on the 
Conservative Party line. 
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Steve and Susan Salomone have a story 
that parents across the Hudson Valley 
have come to relate to: their son Justin 
died of a heroin overdose in 2012. As a 
result of his death, the Salomones, along 
with the Christensen family of Somers, 
founded the advocacy group Drug Crisis 
in Our Backyard.  

Last month, State Senator Terrence 
Murphy (R/Yorktown), who serves as the 
co-chairman of the Senate’s Task Force on 
Heroin and Opioid Abuse, announced a 
$25,000 state grant in an effort to expand 
the program’s reach throughout the 

community. 
“I have been proud 

to partner with the 
families involved 
in Drug Crisis 
in Our Backyard 
since they founded 
their organization,” 
Murphy said.   “They 
have turned  
their tragedies into 
a mission and have 
done a phenomenal 
job shedding light 

on the heroin and opioid epidemic that 
has now been recognized by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention as a 
national concern.”

Earlier this month it was widely 
reported that the CDC recognized the  
ongoing heroin and opioid abuse as a 
nationwide epidemic.  

Senator Murphy Helps Secure Grant for Drug Crisis in Our Backyard

Senator Terence Murphy announces a $25,000 state grant at a press 
conference last week.

not a registered voter, had his mother, 
Caren Shapiro, sign as a witness for all 
147 of the contested signatures. But six 
witnesses at a subsequent Supreme Court 
hearing alleged that Shapiro had not 
been with Spring when they gave their 
signature.    

Perillo, a former village mayor, said 
Monday that all the signatures collected 
were by valid party members, and 
claimed that Shapiro had been with her 
son when he collected them but said she 
may have been around 10 feet away and 
out of view of the signees. 

He said county Democratic leaders 
wanted him off the ballot, and used 
Spring’s error to do so. The man who filed 
the complaint, Joseph Sgammato, works 

as an aide to Westchester County District 
9 Legislator Catherine Borgia, and Perillo’s 
opponent, Dana Levenberg, works for 
New York State Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef, D-95.

“They wanted to win through the 
courts by disenfranchising the people,” 
he said.

Perillo said Spring, Millner and himself 
will continue running on the Conservative 
line. He also praised Spring, who is now 
attending Fordham University, for his 
initiative at a young age when few people 
are interested in politics. 

“This young man is really on his mark,” 
Perillo said. “He’s going places.”

Levenberg, chief of staff for state 
Assemblywoman Sandra Galef and a 

nine-year Ossining Union Free School 
District Board of Education trustee, 
will appear on the Democratic line as 
well as the Working Families Party and 
Independence Party lines with town 
board candidates Karen Mansi-D’Attore 
and Liz Feldman. Levenberg said it 
was common to question signatures of 
opposing parties, and that the ruling 
made it clear Spring broke the law.

“His mother wasn’t with him all the 
time,” she said.

Under state election law, anyone who 
can sign a petition can witness a petition 
signing. Levenberg said candidates and 
other members of a political party can 
collect signatures for their party, but if 
collecting signatures for another party 

they are required to be joined by a notary 
or member of that second party. Had 
Spring been 18 years old and a registered 
voter, there would have been no issue 
with the signatures he collected, she said. 
She praised the appellate court’s decision.

“We all need to have a level playing 
field,” Levenberg said.

Levenberg said she was not sure how 
much impact the decision would have on 
November’s election, since Democrats 
already have a sizable voter advantage in 
the town and currently hold all seats on 
the town board.

Current Ossining Supervisor Susanne 
Donnelly, a Democrat, was not endorsed 
by the party this year and is not seeking 
another term, Brown said.
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By Neal Rentz
A series of environmental programs 

going forward in Somers were discussed 
at the Aug. 20 town board meeting.

Somers Energy Environment 
Committee Chair Michael Blum spoke 
with the town board last week.

Blum said work was progressing 
on the Solarize Westchester program, 
which seeks to sign up residential and 
commercial property owners for solar 
power. Somers is combining with New 
Castle on the program. The two towns are 
collaborating in an effort to reduce the 
cost of solar power for property owners, 
Blum said.

A series of efforts are being made to 
publicize the Solarize program, including 
the use of the Internet and newspapers. 

Blum said his committee was confident 
of significantly increasing solar power in 
Somers. “We do have sufficient demand,” 
he said. Blum estimated that between 25 
and 30 percent of the properties in town 
could have solar power in the coming 
months. The two towns are looking to 
hire a solar power company located in the 
local area. 

On Sept. 21 committee members from 
Somers and New Castle are scheduled 
to hire a company that would sell solar 
power to interested property owners. 
Property owners would be provided with 
a price range for the cost of installing solar 

power. 
Blum agreed with a suggestion from 

Supervisor Rick Morrissey to have the 
solar power contractor come to a future 
town board work session to provide 
details to the public.

The outreach program to seek new solar 
power customers is slated to begin on Jan. 
1, 2016.

There are 40 homes with solar power 
currently in Somers, Blum noted.

Aside from seeking property owners 
to install solar, Blum said his committee 

is also exploring the possibility of placing 
solar panels on open space for potential 
solar fields. 
Complete Streets

The town board voted unanimously last 
week to authorize Morrissey to execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Hudson River Greenway for a $10,000 
matching grant to move forward with 
the town’s participation in the Complete 
Streets program.

The town is participating in  
Complete Streets to construct sidewalks 

and bike lanes.
Morrissey said the town did not have 

to spend $5,000 to meet the matching 
requirement of the grant. The equivalent 
in work done by the town could meet the 
matching requirement, he said.

Blum said his committee is exploring 
potential projects to construct sidewalks 
to connect the schools in town to Reis Park 
and in the future, potentially connecting 
bike paths to wooded areas of Somers.
Microgrid

Blum said another project his 
committee is working on is installation of 
a microgrid that would allow power to be 
restored quickly after outages via switches 
on Routes 100 and 202. 

Morrissey said the town is exploring 
a series of sites that would be part of the 
microgrid. 

The town was selected by the New York 
State Energy Research and Development 
Authority to potentially have a microgrid.

Blum said his committee has sent out 
letters to such entities as the police and fire 
departments, the library and the Heritage 
Hills condominium complex, which could 
receive back up power from a microgrid. 
Responses have been provided so far by 
the library and the fire department, he 
noted. 

  

Somers Moving Ahead with Environmental Initiatives

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Somers Energy Environment Committee Chair Michael Blum discussed a series of  environmental 
initiatives at the Aug. 20 town board meeting.
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By Martin Wilbur
County officials are considering a series 

of small property acquisitions that would 
sprinkle one to three units of affordable 
housing on a parcel in hopes of helping 
the county comply with the federal 
housing settlement.

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz said last week the county has 
been slowly adding to its new affordable 
housing stock, sometimes a single unit at a 
time, since the settlement went into effect 
in 2009.  Recently, there has been a cluster 
of new proposals Kaplowitz referred to as 
“micro projects” that have come before 
lawmakers, he said.

He said that the small projects have 
been beneficial because they not only 
provide much-needed housing for a 
future household that might not be able to 
otherwise afford a place to live in the area, 
but because it usually only entails minor 
work on already existing residences. 
Therefore, there isn’t the public opposition 
that has sometimes surfaced with the 
larger projects.

On Aug. 10, the Board of Legislators 
authorized appropriation of up to 
$300,000 to buy a .3-acre parcel with an 
existing two-family house at 300 King 
St. in Chappaqua and sell it to Habitat 
for Humanity for $1, according to the 

board’s resolution. The organization and 
its volunteers will convert the house into a 
structure containing two three-bedroom 
units.

Yesterday (Monday), the board’s 
Committee on Labor, Parks, Planning 
and Housing considered five other small 
acquisitions throughout the county. 
They include a $493,000 purchase of a 
two-family house at 72 Croton Ave. in 
Cortlandt, a .67-acre property; acquisition 
of a two-bedroom condominium at 60 
Oregon Ave. in Eastchester for up to 
$310,700; a two-bedroom condo sale at 70 
West St. in Harrison for up to $296,355; 
a $321,500 purchase of a one-bedroom 

condo at 100 Cedar St. in Dobbs Ferry; 
and a two-bedroom condominium at 208 
Harris Rd. in Bedford for $277,925.

Families that meet the income eligibility 
guidelines for the affordable housing 
units would be in line to move into the 
residences should the acquisitions be 
approved.

Kaplowitz said that the burst of activity 
with the individual sites is not part of a 
new strategy to try and inch Westchester 
closer to the finish line, adding that the 
county will still need larger projects to 
comply with the settlement.

However, he did acknowledge that 
Westchester has little time to spare. It must 
have financing in place for 600 units by 
Dec. 31, 2015, and must finish by the end 
of 2016. On July 30, Norma Drummond, 
the county’s deputy commissioner of 
planning, told The Examiner that there 
were 468 units financed under the terms 
of the settlement.

“There’s a little bit of time left, but it’s 
getting late fast,” Kaplowitz said.

In addition, the Town of Somers and 
Kearney Realty and Development Group 
are prepared to enter an intermunicipal 
agreement with the county to have various 
infrastructure improvements completed 
to help pave the way for 16 additional 
affordable units. Those units would be 
part of the Hidden Meadow project, a 53-
unit development on Route 6 in Somers.

County Considers ‘Micro Projects’ for Affordable Housing

845 628-1330
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bit of time left, 
 but it’s getting 

late fast,” 

–BOL Chairman 
Michael Kaplowitz



5August 25 - August 31, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO

By Rick Pezzullo
When Susan Hope McCarthy was 

diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2013, she 
was determined to overcome the disease. 
However, three months later, she found 
herself at a low point, so she reached out 
to Support Connection, the Yorktown-
based not-for-profit organization that 
has been providing free and confidential 
services and programs for people affected 
by breast and ovarian cancer since 1996.

“I tend to be a very positive person. 
One day it hit me and I just called up,” 
said McCarthy, a Yorktown resident, who 
is one of two ambassadors for Support 
Connection’s 21st Annual Support-A-
Walk, which will be held Sunday, October 
4 at 9 a.m. at FDR State Park in Yorktown.

“They really help. I’ve always thought 
of it (the walk) as such as good thing for 
the community,” she said, noting she has 
10 more months of treatment left. “I have 
a great support system. I knew from day 
one that I was going to beat this.”

Andrea Karl has been a peer counselor 
with Support Connection since 2005. 
In 2003, she was diagnosed with breast 
cancer, and the first call she made seeking 
answers was Support Connection.

“The walk has yet to stop for me. We 
need your help so everyone can walk 
through their vulnerability,” Karl said 
during a passionate speech at a Kickoff 
Celebration Breakfast for Support-A-Walk 

last week at the Cheryl R. Lindenbaum 
Comprehensive Cancer Center at New 
York-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley 
Hospital and Ashikari Breast Center.

“We know everyone is different and 
we are able to provide services to serve 
their individual needs,” Karl said. “What 
we try to accomplish is astronomical. 
We are a trusted source. We are the one 
for everyone no matter what the stage of 
the disease. Hearing the words ‘you have 

cancer’ is all the same. Your world stops 
for a second, then you breathe again. We 
need to know we are not alone.”

Since Support Connection does not 
receive any funding from any national 
cancer groups, the money raised from 
Support-A-Walk, which annually inspires 
thousands of participants of all ages, 
serves as its major source of funding.

“Our walk is our lifeline to keep us 
going,” said longtime Executive Director 

Kathy Quinn. “It really is the community 
that keeps us going. I see the difference it 
makes. We’re very unique because every 
one of our counselors has been through 
cancer and they know what people are 
going through.”

Prior to the walk, several local 
businesses are chipping in to help Support 
Connection. On Saturday, September 12, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., The Rugged Boot & 
Shoe on Route 6 in Mohegan Lake will 
be holding a kickoff event for Support-
A-Walk where a portion of every shoe or 
boot will be donated to the organization.

Meanwhile, during September and 
October, Shear Designs Salon on 
Lexington Avenue in Mohegan Lake 
will be holding a $20 wash and blow dry 
special, and a $10 hair extensions special, 
with a portion of the proceeds going to 
Support Connection.

For more about Support-A-Walk 
or Support Connection, visit  www.
supportconnection.org or call (914) 962-
6402 or (800) 532-4290.

Support Connection Holds Kickoff Celebration for Annual Walk

Support Connection Executive Director Kathy Quinn speaks at Support-A-Walk Kickoff  Celebration 
Breakfast last week.
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Home is where
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State Police
August 22

Four women were detained 
for  attempting to bring contraband into 
the Fishkill Correctional Facility. Amanda 
Ferrer,  21, of Brooklyn, Jasmine Gaskin, 
20, of Brooklyn, Serema Roberts, 
32, of Utica and Tasha Torres, 30, of 
Woodbury were arrested for Promoting 
Prison Contraband 2nd, a class A 
Misdemeanor.  All were processed  and 
issued appearance tickets  returnable 
to the Town of Fishkill Court on Sept. 2.

August 21 
Cortlandt Troopers seek the public’s 

assistance to help identify two suspects 
wanted for questioning. The incident, 
which occurred on June 12 involves a 

burglary at the Post Road Deli, located 
at 2119 Albany Post Road, in Montrose. 
An investigation revealed that two 
male subjects purportedly entered the 
business and stole several cartons of 
Marlboro Cigarettes. The two men wore 
hooded sweatshirts, possibly with the 
wording “Nike” and/or “Boston,” and 
Nike sneakers. Anyone with information 
regarding this incident or the identity 
of the suspects is asked to contact 
Investigator Morgan by calling 914-788-
8044.

August 20
New York State Police from the 

Wappinger barracks arrested Jill 
Governale, 51, of Poughkeepsie, for 
Aggravated Driving While Intoxicated 

under Leandra’s Law, a Class E Felony. 
Governale was stopped by police in the 
area of Route 9 and Interstate 84 for moving 
from her lane unsafely.  While Troopers 
interviewed Governale, they observed 
clues that indicated she was intoxicated 
at the time of the stop.  Governale was 
charged with Aggravated DWI for having 
a passenger under the age of 16 in her 
vehicle at the time of the stop. Governale 
supplied police with a breath sample 
that revealed a Blood Alcohol Content 
of .22%, more than two times the legal 
limit of intoxication. She was arraigned 
before the Town of Fishkill Court and 
released.  Governale is due to appear in 
Fishkill Court on September 16.

New York State Police from the 

Wappinger barracks arrested Richard 
G. Houston, 51, of Beacon, for Driving 
While Intoxicated and Aggravated 
Unlicensed Operation 1st  Degree, both 
Felonies. Troopers stopped Houston 
on South Road for failing to maintain 
his designated lane of travel.  While 
speaking with Houston, Troopers noted 
clues that indicated he was intoxicated 
at the time of the stop.  Houston was 
charged with Felony DWI after it was 
discovered that he was convicted of DWI 
related offenses in 2009, 2008 and 2006. 
Additionally, his driving privileges are 
revoked in New York State. Houston was 
remanded to the Dutchess County Jail 
following his arraignment in the Town of 
Wappinger Court. He is due to appear in 
Poughkeepsie Court at a later date.

The Westchester County Department of 
Health is reminding residents to dump out 
standing water on their property after it rains, 
and to use insect repellents when outdoors 
in the early morning and late afternoon to 
avoid being bitten by mosquitoes that could 
carry West Nile Virus.

This week, New York City has reported 
the first case of West Nile, involving a man 
living in Brooklyn. Westchester has yet to 
report a human case of the virus, but the 
county has tested more than 150 mosquito 
batches and has learned that four of those 
batches were carriers of the disease. These 

batches were collected by County Health 
Department staff in Greenburgh, Yonkers, 
Rye and Mount Vernon and were sent to 
New York State Department of Health for 
testing. 

The Health Department will continue 
mosquito surveillance efforts throughout 
the county. These efforts will include 
mosquito trapping and testing, as well as 
surveying catch basins for mosquito larvae 
or standing water. 

The Health Department prepared for 
the summer mosquito season by applying 
larvicide to catch basins throughout the 

county in an effort to prevent the spread of 
mosquito-borne diseases such as West Nile 
Virus. 

The Health Department is recommending 
that residents avoid the outdoors in the 
late afternoon and early evening when 
mosquitoes are active and feeding, and use 
insect repellents when outdoors during 
these times. Wear protective clothing, 
such as long pants, long-sleeved shirts 
and socks, when outdoors, especially in 
areas where mosquitoes are active and 
feeding. Check around property for tin 
cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or 

similar water-holding containers that  
should be discarded or turned over to 
prevent collecting water. Check and remove 
standing water from children’s toys and 
play houses left outside and any other areas 
where water may collect.

Residents who notice large areas of 
standing water on public property that 
could serve as potential mosquito breeding 
grounds should report this information 
to the Westchester County Department of 
Health by calling (914) 813-5000 or emailing 
the Health Department through its website 
www.westchestergov.com/health. 

Westchester Health Department Finds First Mosquito Batches of the Season with West Nile Virus
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V O T E D  # 1

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

offers his own property which 
has served as his family’s home 
and business, along with rental 

income, for many years.

This 3900 sq. ft. home features 
six bedrooms, two-car detached 
garage, in-ground heated pool 
and is situated on a 1.22 acre 

lushly landscaped property with 
two additional lots available.

Priced to sell at $749,000

Call Bill at (914) 522-2076

s 
d 
 

h 
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:
Terrain 5364/16614, Sierra 10764/24068 and Acadia 8964/23240. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 6/30/14.

By Neal Rentz
Yorktown resident David Goldes 

entered the frozen confections business 
when he opened a Rita’s Italian Ice in 
Elmsford five years ago. Two years later 
he decided to branch out by opening a 
new Rita’s in Yorktown.

 “A friend of a friend” recommended 
that he enter the ice and frozen custard 
business in Elmsford, Goldes recalled 
last week. “It seemed like a good deal. 
There were no Rita’s in New York at 
the time. I think it was a good business 
opportunity.” 

Goldes said he chose to open his 
second Rita’s in Yorktown because “I live 
here. I want to be part of the community.”

Rita’s is named after a wife of a 
Philadelphia firefighter who opened 
the first store on her front porch of her 
home in 1984, Goldes said. “They grew 
the franchise exponentially in the ‘90s,” 
Goldes said. There are 625 Rita’s in the 
United States. 

“It’s a people friendly business. People 
love it,” Goldes said. “There’s something 
about Rita’s that is just indescribable. It 
keeps them coming back. There’s nothing 
like it anywhere.”

Rita’s offers ices and frozen custard in 

a variety of variations. In the summer the 
store offers frozen lemonade, which is a 
mixture of the lemon ice and another ice 
of the customer’s choice. There are also 
shakes and sundaes, as well as Mistos 
(a blended ice and custard drink) and 

Blendinis (ice and frozen custard mixed 
with a topping). 

Gelatti, which is two layers of frozen 
custard surrounding a layer of ice, is the 
store’s most popular item, Goldes said. 

Goldes said frozen custard “has a 

higher egg and butterfat content, more 
so than ice cream. It is served at a 20 
degree temperature and it’s not as frozen 
as ice cream.” 

Rita’s products are all natural, Goldes 
said. The fruit ices are flavored with 
real fruit, he said.  The frozen custards 
and ices are made daily at the store and 
whatever does not see within 36 hours of 
being made is tossed out.  

One of the major features of the 
Yorktown Rita’s is its charitable work. 
Rita’s throughout America have donated 
a total of $3.5 million to the Fund of 
Hope which is paying for the travel 
expenses for children with cancer and 
their families this year.

“We firmly believe that it’s important 
for business to give back to the 
community,” Goldes said. “We do a lot 
of fund raising, anything to help out the 
community because your community is 
your business.”

The Yorktown Rita’s Italian Ice is 
located at 1881A Commerce St. For 
more information, call 914-302-7711 
or visit ritasfranchises.com. The store is 
closed every year from December through 
February. 

NEAl RENTz PhOTO
Rita’s Italian Ice in Yorktown.

Rita’s Italian Ice
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week
The Hudson Creamery, 

Peekskill
By Neal Rentz

Yorktown residents John and Tracey 
Falcone recently filled a need in Peekskill 
by opening the city’s only ice cream shop.

But the couple is also helping fill the 
needs of others through their charitable 
work to help parents and children.

The Falcones opened The Hudson 
Creamery on Hudson Avenue in mid July. 
A grand opening ceremony was scheduled 
for Aug. 22.

Mr. Falcone, a Peekskill Police 
Department sergeant, said last week he 
and his wife considered opening a chain 
ice cream shop, but decided to open an 
independent shop instead on the advice of 
the landlord of the building, Louis Lanza.

The community was introduced to some 
of their frozen treats when the Falcones 
operated a pushcart on Independence Day 
“to give the community a taste of what we 
were going to offer,” Mrs. Falcone said. 
“We tried a few different flavors, trying to 
figure out what they would like.”

Aside from the typical ice cream 
toppings, the shop also offers olive oils, 
balsamic vinegars and sea salt. Some of 
the exotic sundaes that will be offered 
include The Godfather, featuring blood 
orange-infused balsamic vinegar, olive oil 

and sea salt, and The Peekskill Meteorite 
(based on the object that hit the city in 
the 1980’s) with a choice of any ice cream 
topped with Pop Rocks. 

The Hudson Creamery offers soft serve 
ice cream and about 20 flavors of hard ice 
cream the couple purchases from Jane’s 
Ice Cream, which is handmade in upstate 
Kingston. Homestyle Desserts Bakery in 
Peekskill is providing the store’s baked 
goods and the coffee is from The Peekskill 
Coffee House. “John wanted to keep 

everything within 
the community,” 
Mrs. Falcone 
said. The Hudson 
Creamery is part of 
the “regeneration 
of the City of 
Peekskill,” she said. 
“It’s building up. It’s 
changing.” 

The Hudson 
Creamery was 
chosen as the name 
of the shop because 
the establishment is 
located on Hudson 
Street, is near the 
Hudson River and 
the Hudson auto 

was a popular 1950’s car, Mrs. Falcone 
said. The restaurant has elements of 1950’s 
interior décor. 

The couple is dedicated to the 
community. A portion of the store’s 
proceeds will go to the Wonder Twins 
Fund at the Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital in Valhalla. The family became 
especially active in the Fund’s charitable 
work following the death of their twins, 
in 2008 who were born four-and-one-half 

months prematurely.
The Fund provides assistance for 

families with children in the neonatal 
intensive care unit at the children’s 
hospital. “We were there for eight months,” 
Mr. Falcone recalled.  One of the items 
provided to parents are journal books for 
them to record their experiences and keep 
track of care for their babies. Mrs. Falcone 
said when her twins were in the unit she 
kept her own journal.

Since infants in the neonatal care unit 
cannot wear clothing, the couple conducts 
a blanket drive every year on the birthday 
of their late twins. 

The family has also donated 33,000 
books for youths up to teen age in the 
twin’s memory. 

Mr. Falcone also has held a DARE night 
in which part of the store’s revenues went 
to the program. 

“I really want to get involved in the arts 
programs in Peekskill,” Mr. Falcone said. 

The couple wants to provide more than 
ice cream for the community, Mr. Falcone 
said. 

The Hudson Creamery is located at 
55 Hudson Ave in Peekskill. For more 
information call 914-293-7811. It is also 
on Twitter and Facebook. 

Yorktown residents John and Tracey Falcone recently opened The Hudson 
Creamery in Peekskill. Also shown are their children, Sofia and John John.
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By Councilwoman Susan Siegel
In recent years, the Yorktown Town 

Board has been called dysfunctional. 
Its members have been accused of 
continually bickering among themselves 
to the detriment of the town and its 
residents.

Whether those descriptions are 
accurate or not depends on who is making 
the charge — and their motivation. It also 
depends on how one defines dysfunction 
and bickering.

Some people consider the board 
dysfunctional when there’s disagreement 
among the five board members. They 
believe every vote should be 5-0 and they 
believe 4-1 or 3-2 votes are signs of a 
dysfunctional board.  

Others use the term dysfunctional to 
mean the lack of civility among board 
members and the disrespect some board 
members display towards some of their 
colleagues, including name-calling. 
They see the general lack of respect and 
decorum at board meetings as a sign of 
dysfunction. They see the hypocrisy of 
board members showing disrespect for 
each other while instructing the public to 
be more respectful towards them.

And finally, there are some board 
members who consider it petty and 
trivial, and worse, politically motivated, 
when they are criticized by members 
of the public, or when a board member 
corrects an erroneous statement made by 
another member of the board.

For sure, Yorktown Town Board 
meetings are seldom dull, especially the 

u n t e l e v i s e d 
work sessions.

C o n s i d e r 
the 2014 Town 
Board. In some 
circles, the 
2014 board was 
widely criticized 
as being 
dysfunctional 
because there 
was a 2-2 split 

on two controversial issues: filling the 
vacancy on the Town Board and whether 
to allow Spectra Energy to use Granite 
Knolls parkland for a pigging station. 
But upon closer examination, a good 
case can be made that the people using 
the dysfunctional label were the ones 
who weren’t getting “their way” on the 
appointment or the Spectra issue. They 
wanted “their” person to fill the fifth seat 
so that they would have a controlling 3-2 
majority on the board.

The truth is, the 2014 board functioned. 
It was not dysfunctional. Resolutions 
were passed; most by a 4-0 vote. Yes, a 
few issues couldn’t move forward because 
of the 2-2 split. But they weren’t critical 
votes. Postponing the votes until there 
were five members didn’t create any major 
problems for the town.   

I agree — totally — that the 
dysfunctional label is appropriate when 
board members can’t be civil to each 
other in public. There’s absolutely no 
excuse for such behavior. It shouldn’t 
happen. It shouldn’t be tolerated. But — 

I take issue, strong issue, with the notion 
that disagreement means dysfunction. 
It’s doesn’t. And don’t let anyone try to 
convince you otherwise. 

Frankly, as a resident, I’d be more 
worried if every board vote was 5-0 
without any questions being asked or 
without any meaningful discussion 
having taken place. I’d worry that board 
members were voting in lockstep without 
really thinking about the issue.

Disagreement among board members 
is healthy. Disagreement forces both 
sides of an issue to justify their position. 
Disagreement often leads to alternatives 
and compromise, which are at the heart 
of a democratic government. 

But disagreement can only be 
productive when it is accompanied by 
respect; respect among board members for 
each other and respect for each members’ 
opinion.  This is what has to change in 
Yorktown. Board members shouldn’t be 
criticized or attacked for disagreeing with 
their colleagues. They shouldn’t be labeled 
“negative” and “obstructionist” simply 
because they ask questions.  If anything, 
legitimate differences of opinion should 
be considered positive and constructive. 
Whether they’re in the majority or 
minority, board members need to respect 
their colleagues’ concerns and opinions 
—and work with them, not against them, 
towards a mutually satisfactory resolution 
of an issue.

Let’s not be afraid of the word 
disagreement. Disagreement can make 
for a better Yorktown.

By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown Councilwoman Susan Siegel 

mailed a letter last week to approximately 
200 homeowners in the Hallocks Mill 
neighborhood informing them of their 
opportunity to apply for a long awaited 
sewer permit.

Siegel, former coordinator for the 
Unsewered Hallocks Mill Homeowners, 
opted to send out the correspondence 
as a private citizen after her request at a 
recent Town Board work session for the 
town to explain to potentially eligible 
homeowners their options was turned 
down.

“Getting the information out is the key,” 
Siegel explained. “Some folks have been 
waiting 27 years for this opportunity. Why 
not tell them? For me it’s a simple issue. 
To me, this isn’t political; it’s continuing 
a fight for a group of homeowners that 
began in 2003 – and isn’t finished.”

In June, the New York City Department 

of Environmental Protection (DEP) lifted 
a moratorium on the town being able to 
issue sewer permits after Yorktown did 
not exceed the daily limit of 1.5 million 
gallons of water through its sewage 
treatment plant in the previous 12 
months.

The DEP’s decision opens the door 
for some property owners to tie into 
an existing public sewer line, which 
apparently some property owners have 
already done prior to the Hallocks Mill 
neighborhood being collectively notified.

The sewage plant in Yorktown is 
designed to handle as much as 2.5 million 
gallons per day. A homeowner can obtain 
a sewer permit from the town and use 
it any time in the future, according to 
Siegel, a former town supervisor, who was 
accused by current Supervisor Michael 
Grace and Councilman Greg Bernard of 
trying the politicize the issue.

The operation and maintenance cost 

for most homeowners in a sewer district 
in 2015, according to Siegel, is about 
$590. The one-time hookup cost varies 
and depends on the distance from a septic 
tank to a sewer lateral and other factors. 
The charge for a sewer permit is $50.

Disagreement Doesn’t Mean Dysfunction

Siegel Mails Letter Informing Residents of Chance to Get Sewer Permits
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Letters 

To the Editor:
On June 18th, a large citizen turnout 

and a better understanding of a gas 
pipeline company’s proposed use of 
Yorktown parkland caused Councilmen 
Nick Bianco and Vishnu Patel to vote 
against alienation of Granite Knolls 
West Park, much to the delight of 
Yorktown residents who feel they have 
fi nally been heard.

Spectra Energy’s Algonquin Gas 
Transmission pipeline proposal called 
for alienation of Yorktown parkland 
property but lacked a health and 
wellness study of the process of cleaning 
the natural gas pipelines and possible 
contamination from the radioactive 
decay products of radon found in 
unconventional, or fracked, gas from 
the Marcellus Shale.

Given the lack of transparency, 
the lack of public meetings, the lack 
of scientifi c study and the haste with 
which the proposals were made to the 
Yorktown Town Council, the public 
grew increasingly concerned. Aft er a 
meeting billed as a “continuation of a 
work session” where the microphones 
were not working and the audience could 
not hear the discussion, where the public 

was not allowed to speak and where the 
representative of Spectra/Algonquin sat 
with his back to the audience, Councilmen 
Bianco and Patel indicated that “enough is 
enough” and voted against the alienation 
proposal. It did not pass.    

Th ese two legislators, Nick Bianco 
and Vishnu Patel, upheld the principle 
that government’s purpose is to protect 

the health and well being of the people, 
and they voted for that principle and 
against the ill-proposed change in the 
parkland status that could have aff ected 
the health of the community.

Sincerely,
wILLIAM MEYEr

Chairman, sierra Club Lower 
Hudson Group

Yorktown Councilmen Say “No” 
to Pipeline Th reat!

Steve DeName 
(left), president of  
the croton lions, 
accepts medallion 
plaque from rocco 
mastronardi (center), 
a member of both 
the croton lions 
and the all-volunteer 
Bcc 9/11 Task 
Force, while croton 
lions Director and 
cortlandt Town 
Justice Gerald klein 
looks on.

FielDhome on catherine Street in cortlandt celebrated the opening of its Adult Day care Program 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony on June 4 with Yorktown Supervisor michael Grace (left) and Yorktown 
councilman Vishnu Patel.
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limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print all 
letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject 
to editing and may be withheld 

from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain  from personal attacks.  

Email letters to rpezzullo@ 
theexaminernews.com.  

The NorthernWestchester 
Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 

information. 
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Obituaries
Gerard Lechleiter
Gerard “Jerry” Lechleiter, a resident of 

Yorktown Heights, died August 16. He 
was 82.

Mr. Lechleiter was born in 1933 in the 
Bronx to Edward and Jeannette Lechleiter. 
He graduated from Cardinal Hayes High 
School and Manhattan College in the 
Bronx before ultimately earning his Juris 
Doctorate from Fordham University 
School of Law in 1964. He worked as an 
attorney for the Service Station Dealers of 
Greater New York in Mamaroneck, until 
his retirement in 2004.

In 1969, he married Mary C. Cavanaugh 
at St. Ann’s Church in the Bronx. Th ey 
moved to Yorktown Heights in 1976.

He was a devout parishioner at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Shrub 
Oak, and will be remembered for his sense 
of humor and love of football, especially 
the NY Giants and NY Jets.

He is survived by his brother, Edward 
Lechleiter of Youngtown, AZ, his daughter 
Mary Beth and her husband Edward 
Francy, and his grandchildren Charlotte 
and Carter Francy, all of Wallingford, CT. 
His wife, Mary, predeceased him in 2004. 

Stephen Franchek
Stephen Franchek, a former Cortlandt 

resident, died August 17 where he 
lived at home with his sister Galen in 
Poughkeepsie. He was 68.

Mr. Franchek moved from Cortlandt 
in 2014 where he had previously resided 
for over 20 years. He was born September 
28,1946 in Dobbs Ferry to the late June 
Hayden and Stephen Franchek. He also 
lived in Yonkers where he met his one true 
love Ruth Prastien. 

He attended Yonkers Public Schools 
and Florida Air Academy. His fi rst job was 
with his father who started Arrow Auto 
Body in Yonkers, aft er World War II . Mr. 
Franchek pursued a lifelong interest in 
music and became legendary in Peekskill 
for his on stage performances as Monk 
Blackburn. He was an avid songwriter and 
guitarist with copyrighted material. He was 
passionate in his eff orts to acknowledge 
John Paulding in the Historical Society 
for his SAR relationship. He also loved to 
go fi shing on Croton Reservoir. Still, out 
of all his life adventures, his fi nal wishes 
were to be remembered for the love that 
he had for his family 

Mr. Franchek is survived by his son 
Stephen Joshua Franchek his girlfriend 
Lauren Helms, Cortlandt Manor and 
daughter Gabrielle (Prastien) Khan, and 

her husband Zubair Khan, Brooklyn. He 
also leaves behind his only sister Galen 
Franchek and husband John Berrio, 
Poughkeepsie who cared for him at home. 
He is also survived by several cousins and 
his maternal aunts.

SFC James “Jimi” 
August Fleischhauer

SFC James “Jimi” August Fleischhauer, 
formerly of Somers, died August 16. He 
was 33.

He was born November 27, 1981 in 
Cortlandt, to William and Margaret 
(nee Iliff ) Fleischhauer. From a young 
age, Jimi expressed a love of sports and 
the outdoors. He was a Boy Scout and 
received his Eagle Scout award in 2000 
before graduating Somers High School 
that same year. He earned an Associate’s 
Degree in Social Science from Westchester 
Community College 2008.

Mr. Fleischhauer’s love of country led 
him to join the Army National Guard in 
2001. He served a tour of duty in Iraq 
from 2003-2004 and in Afghanistan from 
2012-2013.

He is survived by his children, James 
August, Jakob, and Addison and his wife, 
Amanda. He was a loving son to Bill 
and Margie, goofy little brother to Heidi 
France and Melissa Adams, and grandson 

to Mary Elizabeth Iliff . He will also be 
missed by countless nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

Mirtha Lisboa
Mirtha Lisboa, a resident of Ossining, 

died August 17. She was 70.
She was born in Montevideo, Uruguay 

on June 18, 1945, and was the daughter 
of Juan and Maria Esther (Castillo) 
Giraldez. She is survived by her mother, 
Maria Esther; her husband Jose; her 
three children William (Holly), Richard 
(Romana) and Karina; three siblings 
Francis and Jorge Giraldez and Zulma 
Medina and four grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her son Miguel Angel and 
her grandson Kevin. 

21st Annual  
Support-A-Walk 

for Breast & Ovarian Cancer 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2015 
 

FDR State Park - Yorktown Heights, NY 

WALK WITH US  ~  DONATE TODAY   
Be part of a community that cares! 

 

www.supportconnection.org 
 

914-962-6402 ~ walk@supportconnection.org 
 

Proceeds fund Support Connection’s 
Free Breast & Ovarian Cancer Support Services 

Bring help & hope to people fighting breast & ovarian cancer! 

Support Connection is a 501 (c) (3)  
not-for-profit organization. 

We do not receive funds from Relay for Life,  
the Avon Walk, Making Strides, Susan G. Komen,  

or any other national cancer organization.

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384

EcOnOmy
Fuel Oil          Propane
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* 9/6 The Tempest * 9/12 Paramount Jam Out w/ DJ Logic, TAUK, Gedeon Luke 
* 10/16 Yesterday - The Beatles Tribute * 10/24 The Garcia Project 

* 10/29 B.B. King Tribute ft. Joe Louis Walker, Jay Geils *  11/7 Call Mr. Robeson: 
A Life, with Songs * 11/13 Artie Lange * 11/14 Don McLean *

 Join our email list @
ParamountHudsonValley.com to enter!

1008 Brown St. Peekskill NY 10566   Phone: 914-739-0039PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM

FRIDAY
8/28 @ 8PM

SINBAD

FRIDAY
9/11 @ 8PM

TITO NIEVES

1008 BROWN STREET PEEKSKILL NY   PHONE:914-739-0039 x2            JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS!

WIN TICKETS!

Paramount Preview: Upcoming Shows - ON SALE NOW 

GINO 
VANNELLI

THREE 
DOG NIGHT

FRI, OCT 23  8PM FRI, NOV 6  8PM

Anna Maroselli could write the 
definitive book or teach a master class on 
preparing a home for sale.  

While normally it is a matter of a 
month or two from the time a seller and 
realtor engage in the process of listing 
a home, there was a gestation of more 
than two years from the time I was 
called by Maroselli for a comparative 
market analysis until last week when her 
six-bedroom raised ranch in Yorktown 
Heights was listed.

In the intervening months, there was a 
methodical system of activity that might 
have been ordered by a drill sergeant.  

“One of my favorite expressions is ‘train 
hard, fight easy,’” she told me early in the 
game, noting the origin of the aptly put 
quote from Alexander Suvorov, a 19th 
century military leader in the Imperial 
Russian Army.

From the first of my two interviews 
with her, along with invitations she 
extended to two other realtors for 
consideration, her journey to listing her 
home has been painstaking. Only after 
the fact did I learn that, before retirement, 
Maroselli had been a legal secretary for 
a major multinational corporation and 
was responsible for communications with 
foreign diplomats, government officials 
and top business executives.

“I was always detail oriented, always 
made checklists and everything had to be 
perfect,” she said.

The process started with her 
taking my suggestions, some 
from my columns which she 
had carefully read and saved 
in a folder, and from our 
frequent conversations, first 
to update her kitchen with 
a granite countertop and 
new backsplash, to remove 
wallpaper there and from two 
bedrooms, and the need to 
paint her interior in neutral 
tones.  

On her own, Maroselli 
needed to “re-purpose” some 
of the rooms of her home. The 
lower level had been utilized 
for her daughter Adrienne’s 
family, her husband and son 
in a three-bedroom setup. 
Now that her daughter was 
leaving, the lower level would 
be reconfigured for the flexibility of a new 
owner. 

Maroselli also hired a stager and 
decorator, Susan Atwell, whose function 
it was to help her declutter, depersonalize 
and rearrange furniture. For the painting, 
I recommended the stalwart “Fireman 
Joe” Pascarelli.

While Adrienne was leaving, she stayed 
on to help her mom accomplish her long 
checklist, including selection of interior 
colors. She chose different shades of grey, 
today’s favorite neutral, which Maroselli 

said, “seem to reflect and 
blend in with whatever color 
is near them, much as hazel 
eyes do.” 

Adrienne also helped with 
paring down furnishings 
and simplifying window 
treatments by removing 
drapes and replacing them 
with plain valances with 
grosgrain ribbon trim. 

There were a couple of 
stumbles, then corrections 
along the way. For instance, 
when Maroselli went to a 
large retailer to choose the 
granite kitchen countertop, 
she found it too complicated 
to coordinate selection of the 
granite with installation of 
the sink. Someone suggested 
to her a “one-stop” way to 

handle that by going to Westwood Stone 
and Granite in Cortlandt and asking for 
Anthony, who deftly coordinated the 
whole job for her. 

Frequently I would receive updates to 
learn, for example, that all the hardwood 
floors had been refinished for the “wow” 
factor, or that the backsplash suggested 
for the kitchen would not be ivory subway 
tiles as originally planned, but rather 
beveled stone bricks, and dated lighting 
fixtures had been replaced with more 
contemporary ones.

In tow at our contract signing and final 
meetings before listing was Maroselli’s 
other daughter Christine, very real estate 
savvy, to help advise her parents. Then, 
Maroselli joined in the process, editing 
copy for the descriptive remarks for the 
MLS listing and promotional materials, 
word by word, a first for me.  

The figurative close-order drill 
continued to the week before listing 
when I was invited back to the house for 
viewing of Maroselli’s work, which I was 
able to declare total perfection.  

Within eight hours from the time 
the listing went live, there were seven 
showings requested, just from the way 
we were able to describe Maroselli’s hard 
work.  Preparedness always pays off.

Her suppliers were Anthony Carraturo 
of Westwood Granite and Stone in 
Cortlandt Manor at 914-736-9100; Painter 
“Fireman Joe” Pascarelli at 914-330-3889; 
and stager and interior designer Susan 
Atwell at 914-525-0454.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog 
is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru and his  
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Seller’s ‘Train Hard, Fight Easy’ Approach to Listing a Home
December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015 The Examiner14

Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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Back to School

1859 E. Main St. Mohegan Lake
(914) 528-8800

Back to School Specials
Hot Trend Alert

Baby Lights,  
Hair Cut, Hair  

Mask, Brow Shaping
$99

Expires 9/12/15

Kids Special
(ages 17 & under)

First child’s hair cut at full price
Second child’s hair cut 

50% OFF
Must come in as a duo.  

Second hair cut of equal or 
lesser value. Expires 9/12/15

NOW HIRING  
P/T HAIR  

STYLIST /ASSISTANT.  

Call & ask for  
Dena or Gina instagram @salonv_

By Marina Zale
Back to school time is upon us again. 

Students are gearing up – or maybe 
stressing out – as they prepare to enter 
a new year. This is a time for parents 
to think about goals they have for their 
students. Last year may have been a 
struggle and now is the time to address 
these concerns. 

September is a time for review in class, 
but for students already behind this is not 
enough time to catch up. Tutoring early 
on can better prepare students for the 
new material to come.

Math difficulties can begin years before 
grades start to suffer. Early in elementary 
school, students learn their basic math 
facts as well as an understanding of 
why these facts are true. Students who 
are uncomfortable in math memorize 
facts to get through class. By third 
grade, students are expected to have 
a thorough understanding of how to 
arrive at solutions that were previously 
memorized. 

When students reach fourth grade, this 
understanding is tested as equations and 
word problems become more complicated. 
Memorized facts can no longer be used 
to solve these problems and grades start 

to fall, though 
the root of the 
problem started 
much earlier. 

As students 
get older, it 
is harder to 
get them to 
focus on those 
foundational skills and mathematical 
problems they deem “too easy.” However, 
these gaps hold them back from 
succeeding in higher-level math classes.

It can be difficult to decide when your 
student’s struggles warrant additional 
help. However, any student can benefit 
from additional help, regardless of 
grades. Students gain much more than an 
increase in GPA; they gain confidence as 
subjects like math become less confusing. 

Marina Zale is a director and instructor 
at Mathnasium in Yorktown Heights, a 
math learning center. To learn more about 
Mathnasium and how it can help a student 
with school work, Common Core skills and 
test prep, visit www.mathnasium.com/
yorktownheights. A student may take a 
free assessment. For more information  
or to schedule an appointment, call 914-
302-7950.

Fully Understanding Mathematics is  
Key to Success in Higher Grades
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Registration for 2015-2016
Fall Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Aug. 28 5:00-7:00pm
Saturday, Aug. 29 10:00am-12:30pm
Tuesday, Sept. 8 - Saturday, Sept. 12 during regular class times

Nutcracker Auditions
Sept. 13 - Paramount Hudson Valley
12:30-1:00pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:00-1:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
1:30-2:00pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)
2:00-3:00pm: Clara Auditions (Must be on pointe)

Sept. 19 - Westchester Ballet Center
12:30-1:30pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:30-2:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
2:30-3:30pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)

Nutcracker Performance Dates
BROOKLYN COLLEGE: Sunday, Dec. 13 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 & Wednesday, Dec. 16
(Sunday show tickets available through Brooklyn College, 
Tuesday/Wednesday closed to public)
PARAMOUNT HUDSON VALLEY: Saturday, Dec. 19

Spring Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Jan. 8 4:30-7:30pm
Saturday, Jan. 9 10:00am-12:00 noon
Spring Semester Begins January 14, 2016

Spring Recital: Yorktown Stage, Friday Evening, May 6, 2016: 6:30pm 
Saturday Matinee, May 7, 2016: 11:00am

SPRING RECITAL TICKETS GO ON SALE FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Annual Registration Fee: $80
Costume Fee: $105 (Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Broadway, Hip Hop, Bollywood)
Materials Fee: $75 (Modern & Lyrical)

Payment
Tuition, registration and costume/materials fees are due at registration. All 
tuition and fees must be paid at the time of registration.

Refunds
Tuition refunded only after the first class, less the first class ($30) and 
the registration fee. Please select carefully – Absolutely NO refunds 
will be given after the first class. No credit or refunds will be given for 
missed classes or applied to the second semester. 
Costume fees are refunded in full if cancelled before Oct. 31, 2015.

Attendance
All absences must be made up during the semester in which they occur. 
Please consult the bulletin board and website for a list of holiday closings. 
We make every reasonable effort to reschedule classes missed due to 
inclement weather. Students can make up additional classes by taking any 
alternative class.

Private Instruction
Private lessons are available to students at $75 per half hour, $125 
per hour. Individual coaching for routines is $100 per hour. Individual 
choreography fee for outside performance is $500 (credit must be 
given to WBC and teacher). DVDs for college entrance: Musical 
arrangement $300, Choreography $500, Videographer $500, 
Recording studio fee $100.

1 Class ..............................$405
2 Classes ...........................$665
3 Classes ...........................$815
4 Classes ...........................$925

5 Classes ........................$1,015
6 Classes ........................$1,060
7 Classes ........................$1,105
Unlimited Classes ...........$1,105

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS:

2015-2016 Rates Per Semester

CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

Home of Dance Theater in Westchester

1974 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com

CENTER for the PERFORM
ING ARTS
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Celebrating 37 years of dance instruction
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2015-2016 CLASS SCHEDULE

LOOK FOR US ON: 

2014 WBC Graduate Isabella Bergamin

Ballet: Tableau Vivante
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Ballet: Swan Lake
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Bollywood: Wedding Puja
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Modern: “What If’s”
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Photo by R. Reynolds Photography
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Please consult the bulletin board and website for a list of holiday closings. 
We make every reasonable effort to reschedule classes missed due to 
inclement weather. Students can make up additional classes by taking any 
alternative class.

Private Instruction
Private lessons are available to students at $75 per half hour, $125 
per hour. Individual coaching for routines is $100 per hour. Individual 
choreography fee for outside performance is $500 (credit must be 
given to WBC and teacher). DVDs for college entrance: Musical 
arrangement $300, Choreography $500, Videographer $500, 
Recording studio fee $100.

1 Class ..............................$405
2 Classes ...........................$665
3 Classes ...........................$815
4 Classes ...........................$925

5 Classes ........................$1,015
6 Classes ........................$1,060
7 Classes ........................$1,105
Unlimited Classes ...........$1,105

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS:

2015-2016 Rates Per Semester

CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

Home of Dance Theater in Westchester

1974 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com
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Celebrating 37 years of dance instruction

Ph
ot

o 
by

 B
ria

n 
W

olf

2015-2016 CLASS SCHEDULE
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2014 WBC Graduate Isabella Bergamin
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Ballet: Swan Lake
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Bollywood: Wedding Puja
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Modern: “What If’s”
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Registration for 2015-2016
Fall Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Aug. 28 5:00-7:00pm
Saturday, Aug. 29 10:00am-12:30pm
Tuesday, Sept. 8 - Saturday, Sept. 12 during regular class times

Nutcracker Auditions
Sept. 13 - Paramount Hudson Valley
12:30-1:00pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:00-1:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
1:30-2:00pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)
2:00-3:00pm: Clara Auditions (Must be on pointe)

Sept. 19 - Westchester Ballet Center
12:30-1:30pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:30-2:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
2:30-3:30pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)

Nutcracker Performance Dates
BROOKLYN COLLEGE: Sunday, Dec. 13 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 & Wednesday, Dec. 16
(Sunday show tickets available through Brooklyn College, 
Tuesday/Wednesday closed to public)
PARAMOUNT HUDSON VALLEY: Saturday, Dec. 19

Spring Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Jan. 8 4:30-7:30pm
Saturday, Jan. 9 10:00am-12:00 noon
Spring Semester Begins January 14, 2016

Spring Recital: Yorktown Stage, Friday Evening, May 6, 2016: 6:30pm 
Saturday Matinee, May 7, 2016: 11:00am

SPRING RECITAL TICKETS GO ON SALE FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Annual Registration Fee: $80
Costume Fee: $105 (Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Broadway, Hip Hop, Bollywood)
Materials Fee: $75 (Modern & Lyrical)

Payment
Tuition, registration and costume/materials fees are due at registration. All 
tuition and fees must be paid at the time of registration.

Refunds
Tuition refunded only after the first class, less the first class ($30) and 
the registration fee. Please select carefully – Absolutely NO refunds 
will be given after the first class. No credit or refunds will be given for 
missed classes or applied to the second semester. 
Costume fees are refunded in full if cancelled before Oct. 31, 2015.

Attendance
All absences must be made up during the semester in which they occur. 
Please consult the bulletin board and website for a list of holiday closings. 
We make every reasonable effort to reschedule classes missed due to 
inclement weather. Students can make up additional classes by taking any 
alternative class.

Private Instruction
Private lessons are available to students at $75 per half hour, $125 
per hour. Individual coaching for routines is $100 per hour. Individual 
choreography fee for outside performance is $500 (credit must be 
given to WBC and teacher). DVDs for college entrance: Musical 
arrangement $300, Choreography $500, Videographer $500, 
Recording studio fee $100.

1 Class ..............................$405
2 Classes ...........................$665
3 Classes ...........................$815
4 Classes ...........................$925

5 Classes ........................$1,015
6 Classes ........................$1,060
7 Classes ........................$1,105
Unlimited Classes ...........$1,105

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS:

2015-2016 Rates Per Semester

CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

Home of Dance Theater in Westchester

1974 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com
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Westchester Ballet Center for the Performing Arts  •  CLASS SCHEDULE 2015-2016

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

20
16 SUMMER DANCE

INTENSIVE Ages 7½ & up
Limited Enrollment

5 week program:

June 27-July 29
9am-4:30pm CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

REGISTRATION: Accepted At Any Time• Ballet, Pointe, Adagio
• Lyrical, Broadway & Hip Hop
• Modern, Jazz & Tap
• Bollywood
• Choreography Workshop
• Guest Teachers
• Trip to Lincoln Center

WESTCHESTER BALLET CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS • 1974 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 (914) 245-2940 • www.westchesterperformingarts.com

CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

In 1978, Rose-Marie Menes, formerly of the Ballet Russe, 
founded the Westchester Ballet Center to train young 
dancers and share with them the joys of dance. Graduates 

have been accepted into major performing arts colleges, 
Boston Conservatory, Juilliard, NYU/TISCH and SUNY Purchase. 
Others have gone on to professional careers in Ballet and 
Modern Companies as well as to Broadway.

Under the guidance and inspiration of its professional staff, 
the Westchester Ballet Center offers a creative environment 
where students are encouraged to develop strong technique 
which will enable young dancers to pursue a professional 
career, major in dance and to encourage a life long 
appreciation of the art of dance.

Faculty
ROSE-MARIE MENES: Ballet, Pointe
ALEX GLAZ: Ballet, Adagio, Pointe, Jazz
NIKKI MILANO: Ballet, Pointe, Pre-Ballet/Creative Movement
CATHERINE KINGSLEY: Ballet, Pointe
ALISSA LAZARO: Ballet, Modern (Limon), Tap & Bollywood
JUSTIN WINGENROTH: Jazz, Ballet, Lyrical, Broadway
SARAH BEHRENS: Hip Hop, Lyrical, Tap
DAVID GUGGINO: Contemporary

Dress Code

BALLET: Black leotard, pink tights, pink ballet slippers

BOLLYWOOD: Black leotard, black jazz pants, bare feet

BROADWAY: Black jazz pants, black leotard, black jazz 
 Oxford shoes

JAZZ: Black jazz pants, black leotard, black Oxford shoes

MODERN: Black leotard, black convertible tights, bare feet

LYRICAL: Black leotard, black convertible tights, bare feet

TAP: Black jazz pants, black tap Oxford shoes

HIP HOP: Fitted top and jazz pants, black hip hop sneakers 
(no shorts or jeans permitted)

Hair should be pulled back for all classes.

4:30 - 5:30 
PRE-BALLET/CREATIVE MOVE.

Ages 4-5 Years

4:30 - 5:30
BEGINNER BALLET II

Ages 5 ½-8 Years

4:30 - 5:30
BEGINNER/INT. BALLET III

Ages 7 ½-10 Years

5:30 - 6:30
INTERMEDIATE BALLET

Based on Ability

5:30 - 6:30
TEEN INT./ADV. BALLET

Based on Ability

5:30 - 6:30
ADVANCED BEGINNER 

Based on Ability

6:45 - 7:30
PRE/BEGINNER POINTE

6:45 - 7:30
TEEN/INTERMEDIATE 

POINTE

6:45 - 7:30
ADVANCED POINTE

Based on Ability

4:30 - 5:30
BEGINNER JAZZ

JUSTIN

4:30 - 5:30
INTERMEDIATE 

CONTEMPORARY
DAVID

4:30 - 5:30
ADVANCED HIP HOP

SARAH

4:30 - 5:30
ADVANCED BROADWAY

JUSTIN

4:30 - 5:30
BEGINNER TAP I

ALISSA

5:30 - 6:30
INTERMEDIATE HIP HOP

SARAH

5:30 - 6:30
ADVANCED 

CONTEMPORARY
DAVID

5:30 - 6:30
ADVANCED JAZZ

JUSTIN

5:30 - 6:30
BEGINNER BROADWAY

JUSTIN

5:30 - 6:30
BEGINNER TAP II

ALISSA

6:30 - 7:30
BEGINNER HIP HOP

SARAH

6:30 - 7:30
BEGINNER CONTEMPORARY

DAVID

6:30 - 7:30
INTERMEDIATE JAZZ

JUSTIN

6:30 - 7:30
INTERMEDIATE BROADWAY

JUSTIN

6:30 - 7:30
ADVANCED CONTEMP./

MODERN CHOREOGRAPHY
Invite Only - ALISSA

4:30 - 5:30
INTERMEDIATE MODERN

ALISSA (LIMON)

4:30 - 5:30 ***
SPECIAL BALLET II

ROSE

5:30 - 6:45 **
*SPECIAL BALLET-INTERMED*

ROSE

5:30 - 6:30
BEGINNER MODERN

ALISSA (LIMON)

6:30 - 7:30
ADVANCED MODERN

ALISSA (LIMON)

6:45 - 7:30 **
*SPECIAL BALLET/POINTE*

ROSE

4:30 - 5:30
ADV. BEGINNER/INT. TAP

SARAH

4:30 - 5:30
ADVANCED BOLLYWOOD

ALISSA

4:30 - 5:30
INTERMEDIATE LYRICAL

JUSTIN

5:30 - 6:30
ADVANCED TAP

SARAH

5:30 - 6:30
INTERMEDIATE BOLLYWOOD

ALISSA

5:30 - 6:30
BEGINNER LYRICAL

JUSTIN

6:30 - 7:30
INTERMEDIATE TAP

SARAH

6:30 - 7:30
BEGINNER BOLLYWOOD 

ALISSA

9:00 - 10:00
INTERMEDIATE BALLET TEEN

Ages 10-13 Years

9:00 - 10:00
INT./ADV. TEEN BALLET

JUSTIN

9:00 - 10:00
BEGINNER BALLET & TAP 

TBA AGES 4-6 YEARS

10:00 - 11:00
BEGINNER/INT. POINTE

10:00 - 11:00
INTERMEDIATE/

TEEN POINTE
JUSTIN

11:00 - 12:30
ADVANCED BALLET & POINTE

ROSE

12:30 - 3:30
NUTCRACKER TBA

Some roles may start at 11am

7:30 - 8:30
LYRICAL-INT. II TEEN

LYRICAL-ADVANCED TEEN

6:30 - 8:30
ADVANCED BALLET & POINTE

ROSE

** Special Ballet II and Intermediate Special Ballet by invitation only. Modern & Lyrical require enrollment in Ballet.
*** Rose recommends those taking Special Ballet II also take Monday 4:30 class.

PLACEMENT IS BASED ON AGE, MATURITY, ABILITY AND THE DISCRETION OF THE FACULTY. THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON ENROLLMENT

Registration for 2015-2016
Fall Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Aug. 28 5:00-7:00pm
Saturday, Aug. 29 10:00am-12:30pm
Tuesday, Sept. 8 - Saturday, Sept. 12 during regular class times

Nutcracker Auditions
Sept. 13 - Paramount Hudson Valley
12:30-1:00pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:00-1:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
1:30-2:00pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)
2:00-3:00pm: Clara Auditions (Must be on pointe)

Sept. 19 - Westchester Ballet Center
12:30-1:30pm: Ages 8-11 (please - no one over 5’)
1:30-2:30pm: Ages 11-13 (please - no one over 5’; bring pointe shoes)
2:30-3:30pm: Ages 13 & older, corps de ballet & soloists 
(no one over 5’7”; bring pointe shoes* strong on pointe)

Nutcracker Performance Dates
BROOKLYN COLLEGE: Sunday, Dec. 13 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 & Wednesday, Dec. 16
(Sunday show tickets available through Brooklyn College, 
Tuesday/Wednesday closed to public)
PARAMOUNT HUDSON VALLEY: Saturday, Dec. 19

Spring Registration - Main Studio - Rm 121
Friday, Jan. 8 4:30-7:30pm
Saturday, Jan. 9 10:00am-12:00 noon
Spring Semester Begins January 14, 2016

Spring Recital: Yorktown Stage, Friday Evening, May 6, 2016: 6:30pm 
Saturday Matinee, May 7, 2016: 11:00am

SPRING RECITAL TICKETS GO ON SALE FEBRUARY 1, 2016

Annual Registration Fee: $80
Costume Fee: $105 (Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Broadway, Hip Hop, Bollywood)
Materials Fee: $75 (Modern & Lyrical)

Payment
Tuition, registration and costume/materials fees are due at registration. All 
tuition and fees must be paid at the time of registration.

Refunds
Tuition refunded only after the first class, less the first class ($30) and 
the registration fee. Please select carefully – Absolutely NO refunds 
will be given after the first class. No credit or refunds will be given for 
missed classes or applied to the second semester. 
Costume fees are refunded in full if cancelled before Oct. 31, 2015.

Attendance
All absences must be made up during the semester in which they occur. 
Please consult the bulletin board and website for a list of holiday closings. 
We make every reasonable effort to reschedule classes missed due to 
inclement weather. Students can make up additional classes by taking any 
alternative class.

Private Instruction
Private lessons are available to students at $75 per half hour, $125 
per hour. Individual coaching for routines is $100 per hour. Individual 
choreography fee for outside performance is $500 (credit must be 
given to WBC and teacher). DVDs for college entrance: Musical 
arrangement $300, Choreography $500, Videographer $500, 
Recording studio fee $100.

1 Class ..............................$405
2 Classes ...........................$665
3 Classes ...........................$815
4 Classes ...........................$925

5 Classes ........................$1,015
6 Classes ........................$1,060
7 Classes ........................$1,105
Unlimited Classes ...........$1,105

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS:

2015-2016 Rates Per Semester

CENTER for the PERFORMING ARTS

Home of Dance Theater in Westchester

1974 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com
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2015-2016 CLASS SCHEDULE

LOOK FOR US ON: 

2014 WBC Graduate Isabella Bergamin

Ballet: Tableau Vivante
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Ballet: Swan Lake
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Bollywood: Wedding Puja
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Modern: “What If’s”
Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Photo by R. Reynolds Photography

Registration:  Friday, August 28th from 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
and Saturday, August 29th from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 
Hip Hop & Irish Dance for all ages. 

10 weeks $125. 
Classes start September 21st.

Special Tiny Tot classes 
for ages 18 months to 4yrs.

Adult classes 7:30pm Mon-Wed
www.Studio118dance.com

845-598-3094
Twitter @ Studio118dance • Facebook Studio 118 Dance

826,000
handstands

560,000
square feet of fun

1,540
trained instructors

3,000,000
proud, happy parents

My Gym is the
Premier Children’s Fitness
Center in Yorktown Heights!

Amazing classes, birthday parties,
 camps, and special events!

MyGymYorktownHeights          @MyGymYorkTown
(914) 302-7705 • 42 Triangle Shopping Center

yorktown@mygym.com mygym.com/yorktownheights

Insta

$25 Off Lifetime
Membership!

Valid only for new members at My Gym Yorktown Heights.
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“Honey, 
I shrunk 
the kids!”

Back-to-School is the 
perfect time to create 
a lasting memory of 

your children and their 
favorite activities.

(914)-522-3648
Email: Mini3DME@gmail.com Twitter: @Mini3DME

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mini3DME
Website: mini-3d-me.com • Instagram: Mini3DME

Mathnasium 
of Yorktown Heights

www.mathnasium.com/yorktownheights

(914) 302 - 7950

94 Triangle Shopping Center
Yorktown Heights, NY

yorktownheights@mathnasium.com200 BOCES Drive
Yorktown Heights, NY

914.248.2220 • 914.248.2430

Monday/Wednesday Programs • 3:45 - 5:45 pm • $185**   

• $185**
Session I - October 5 - November 2 
Tuesday Programs • 3:45 - 5:45 pm 
Session II - October 6 - December 8
Thursday  5:45 pm • $185**
Session III - October 8 - December 3

Programs • 3:45 - 

Saturday Programs • 9:00 am - 1:00 pm • $185**
Session IV - October 17 - November 7

Register online at pnwboces.org/tech

Quality Technical Programs for 12-15 Year Olds

Class options include:  Animation • Architectural Design • Beauty 
• Cooking and Baking Around the World • Exploring Carpentry
• Fashion • Metal Working • Skin Care/Esthetics

Back to School

By Gina Martucci  
Back to school time is a busy time for 

every family. The last thing you want to 
worry about is where to bring the kids for 
back to school haircuts. Picking the right 
salon is tough if you don’t have a steady 
stylist yourself. Here are a few helpful tips 
to find the right one for your family. 

The first thing is to ask around. Ask 
neighbors, friends, coworkers and family 
members where they go to get their 
hair styled. If you hear the same salon 
mentioned more than once, then it’s 
probably a good one. 

Next, visit the salon and talk to one 
of the stylists about bringing in your 
family. Find out of there is someone 
who specializes in children’s cuts. If it 
is a family salon, then young children 
and men are welcome. Some salons are 
strictly for women. If it is a family salon 
the stylists will be able to accommodate 
everyone, which is great so you can stop 
those extra trips to the barber. 

Next, look around to make sure the 
salon is kept neat and clean. 

There are many codes and laws  that 
need to be followed in order for salons to 
run properly. Here is an inside tip: make 
sure you see New York  State licenses 
hung up somewhere in the salon. These 

indicate that the salon is up to date on the 
legal codes.

Check the stations to see if they 
have Barbicide disinfectant clearly on 
display. (Barbicide  is a blue solution in 
a large jar used to sterilize combs.) If the 
salon is neat and clean, then it is a safe 
environment for all. 

Ask about Facebook and Instagram 
pages for more information and flash 
specials. 

If you receive good feedback from the 
community, have a nice professional first 
impression with the salon team and the 
salon is clean and neat, you are on the 
way to having a great future at the salon. 

You might be lucky enough to find a 
stylist you love and can return regularly 
with the whole family. It is so much easier 
when the staff at a salon gets to know you 
and your family on a first-name basis. I 
always can tell within the first 10 minutes 
of walking into a business whether or not 
it’s going to be a successful visit. 

I am the owner at Salon V in Mohegan 
Lake. I take pride in my salon and staff. 
Feel free to stop in or call for more 
information we will be happy to help. 

Good luck to all the families going back 
to school.  Call 914-528-8800 for more 
info.

Picking The Right 
Hair Salon for Your Child

TAN TILL 2016
UNLIMITED TANNING 

TILL 1/1/16
10 UV Sessions

Any level Only $99
 Excludes Airbrush & Mystic Tan

Not valid with any other o� ers or discounts
Expires 9/30/15  

1761 Front Street,
Yorktown Heights
914-243-4537

A Tan Body is
a Happy Body!
Sole’Tan Makes

Every Body Happy!

Sole’ Tan
‘N MORE

Private School – Qualified staff committed to 
excellence – Academic curriculum,  
2-5 day sessions, flexible schedule. 

Small Class Size -
Extended Care Available - Business Calendar

Come visit now for a tour! 
914 962-2929 

www.brightbeginpreschool.com
Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed

Open 7 am to 6 pm

Time To RegisTeR!
WinTeR session

summeR & sepTembeR
Ages 18 mos To 5 yeARs

 befoRe And AfTeR school cARe 
K ThRu 2nd gRAde           

Let us give your child the tools to succeed -
Montessori Educational Approach 

Our curriculum exceeds 
NYS learning standards!

Dedicated teaching staff, safe,
warm environment. 

Come visit for a personalized tour.
yorktown heights & granite springs locations 

914 962-2929
www.brightbeginpreschool.com

Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed
open 7 am to 6 pm

 CLASSES 
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 1ST

18 Mos. Through Kindergarten
Half Or Full Day 



August 25 - August 31, 201514 The Northern Westchester Examiner

2121 Crompond Road
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
www.Gymnasticscity.com

(914) 734-1616

Back to School

As the school 
year begins, 
parents need to 
keep in mind that 
healthier children 
are happier 
children. Below, 
I offer several tips 

to help parents keep 
their kids healthy during the school year.  

Rest: Adequate rest cannot be 
overemphasized once school begins, 
particularly in light of earlier school start 
times. Try not to overbook children with 
activities, especially younger children. 
Inadequate rest can lead to lowered 
resistance and increased susceptibility to 
illness.  

Safety: Parents should review and 
encourage bus safety for children who 
ride, and safe driving for adolescents 
who drive to school. Regular stretching 
is a must for all of us, and especially for 
kids involved in athletics. One significant 
muscular strain can be a season-ending 
injury. Finally, let’s take good care of 
our backs. Encourage your children to 
wear both straps of their backpacks for 
symmetry and posture. If they use one-
strap saddle book bags, or athletic bags 
for gear, they should alternate sides daily.

Nutrition: Three meals a day remains 
the advice of nutrition experts, and 
breakfast is a must. Provide a good balance 
of all food groups. A great, performance-
boosting “brown bag” lunch includes lean 
protein, such as grilled chicken, paired 
with a low-fat dip like honey-mustard; 
low-fat cheese and whole wheat crackers; 
a low-fat yogurt cup; carrot sticks; and 
a piece of fruit. Keep snacks as healthy 
as possible, and it is very important to 
encourage kids to drink water, especially 
in the warmer months and if they play 
sports. Don’t underestimate the impact 
of eating meals together as a family. It 
promotes closeness and gives parents the 
opportunity to model nutritious eating 
habits. 

Exercise: Both children and adults 
should exercise daily. Technology is 
a blessing but we are wise to limit the 
amount of time that we allow our children 
to spend with computers, television, and 
video games. We should all take time daily 
to increase our heart rates with aerobic 
exercise, such as a brisk walk. Committing 
to regular exercise is an opportunity for 
family activities and a great example for 
our children to follow into adulthood.

Reading: Just as we exercise the body, 
we should exercise the brain. Reading is 

required for school, but we need not stop 
there. Encourage as much leisure-time 
reading as possible. Read to and with 
young children; older children can choose 
books based on their interests. Consider 
visiting a local bookstore or library, many 
have a place to sit comfortably and look at 
books with your child. Make it an outing, 
and not just for rainy days.

 Music: I strongly suggest that parents 
make music a part of their child’s life. 
Music lets kids express emotions that are 
often not elicited otherwise. I recommend 
singing and learning to play an instrument 
for all children.  

Communication: It is imperative that 
we always keep the lines of communication 
open with our children. Encourage your 
kids to share what might be making them 
anxious or causing them stress as well as 
their accomplishments and any cool or 
exciting things that happened during the 
day. 

Children should do their own 
homework (not parents) but we can offer 
guidance. Over time, try to instill in them 
a sense of responsibility as students, so 
kids realize that their education is their 
“main job.” Avoid excess pressure, as this 
can be counterproductive. Don’t demand 
perfection and try not to compare them 

to siblings or friends; instead, encourage 
a child to do their best. Remember, each 
child is an individual, and need not feel 
pressure to do all things, or to do all 
things well. Students who achieve success 
as scholars, athletes and musicians feel 
good about themselves. 

Peter Richel, MD, FAAP is Chief 
of Pediatrics at Northern Westchester 
Hospital. He is a member of Westchester 
Health Associates and has practiced on 
Smith Avenue in Mt. Kisco since 1990. He 
has authored “Happy and Healthy,” a book 
on wellness in the first year of life, and 
produced a CD of children’s songs called 
“Welcome to Dr. Pete’s Office.” Both of 
these are intended to educate and entertain 
children and their families. Dr. Pete, as 
he’s fondly known, has received numerous 
recognitions including: Castle Connolly 
Top Doctor, Top Pediatrician by the 
Consumer’s Research Council of America 
and honored with Patients’ Choice Awards 
and Compassionate Doctor Awards.

Back-to-School Tips for Healthy, Happy Kids

By Dr. Peter Richel
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All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residual:
T&C 3336/18974, Renegade 3576/16955, Ram 3576/28174, Cherokee 3816/18197 and 200 7761/10329 . Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax and reg extra. Ends 8/31/15.

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

Across

1 Morning rose moisture

4 Crosses (out)

7 Harridan

10 Old verb ending

11 M.D.'s orders

12 Bomber pilot in "Catch 22"

13 What Vanna may turn over

14 Architects' org.

15 Unduly

16 Belonging to "Pride & Prejudice" character or 
Mahopac dance academy

18 Calendar abbr.

19 Tailor's chore

22 Capital of Ghana

25 Robust

26 Famous wrestler or Somers plumber

28 Grazing spot

29 Lorraine's neighbor

33 Go astray

34 Letters on a Michelin

35 Pantheon member

36 Royal flush high card

37 List ender: Abbr.

38 Energy measure

39 Satisfied

40 Fireplace remains

41 Work segment

Down

1 Word with heat or meat

2 Sicilian mountain

3 Fan sound

4 Medical dept. room

5 Be

6 F.I.C.A. funds it

7 Empty words

8 In the vicinity

9 Befuddled

17 Hand part

20 "Magic bullet" developer

21 Tattered clothes

22 Radiant

23 Strong-arm

24 Bordeaux wine

27 Bridge positions

30 Worn

31 Mrs. Dithers of the comics

32 Wired

34 Vegetable that rolls

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

Across

1 Morning rose moisture

4 Crosses (out)

7 Harridan

10 Old verb ending

11 M.D.'s orders

12 Bomber pilot in "Catch 22"

13 What Vanna may turn over

14 Architects' org.

15 Unduly

16 Belonging to "Pride & Prejudice" character or 
Mahopac dance academy

18 Calendar abbr.

19 Tailor's chore

22 Capital of Ghana

25 Robust

26 Famous wrestler or Somers plumber

28 Grazing spot

29 Lorraine's neighbor

33 Go astray

34 Letters on a Michelin

35 Pantheon member

36 Royal flush high card

37 List ender: Abbr.

38 Energy measure

39 Satisfied

40 Fireplace remains

41 Work segment

Down

1 Word with heat or meat

2 Sicilian mountain

3 Fan sound

4 Medical dept. room

5 Be

6 F.I.C.A. funds it

7 Empty words

8 In the vicinity

9 Befuddled

17 Hand part

20 "Magic bullet" developer

21 Tattered clothes

22 Radiant

23 Strong-arm

24 Bordeaux wine

27 Bridge positions

30 Worn

31 Mrs. Dithers of the comics

32 Wired

34 Vegetable that rolls

Solution on page 18
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June 28: The Blue Meanies – Beach Boys and 60’s  

 Tribute including The Monkeys and The Beatles!

July 12: Cherish The Ladies – Award winning  

 Traditional Celtic music band featuring Yorktown’s  

 own Joanie Madden!

July 26: Yorktown’s Chain of Fools – Motown Review!

August 09: Tramps Like Us – The Ultimate Bruce  

 Springsteen Tribute Band!

August 23: Disco 54 Band – Tribute to the age of Disco!

August 30: Larry Chance and The Earls – Get back to  

 the days of Doo Wop with this Bronx Walk of Fame  

 Inducted Band!

Yorktown Lions CLub & town of Yorktown
&

Presents:  2015 Summer ConCert SerieS
JaCk DeVito Veterans MeMoriaL fieLD Yorktown HeigHts

All concerts start at 6pm at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field and gazebo**
located behind the yorktown community and cultural center.

**In event of rain or unsafe weather forecasts, show will be moved into the yorktown stage theater.
Seating in the theater is limited to a first come/first served.

Brewster • Eastchester • Fishkill • Greenburgh • Jefferson Valley • Kent • Mahopac   
Mount Kisco • Mount Vernon • New City • Pawling • Pawling Village • Silver Lake • Somers 

331 Downing Drive, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914-243-7200

We’re very proud 

to support the 

Yorktown Lions Club

Summer Concert Series.

Enjoy the Show!

Sundays:

6PM–8PM

Rain or ShineFr
ee

 &
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Eye 

Exam

With Offers
With purchase of lenses

$49*

Select Designer 

Frames

and more!

Fashion for everyone

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses (frame and lenses). ‡With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses, or an annual supply of contact 
lenses. Contact lens exam additional. Offers cannot be combined with insurance. See store for details. Limited time offers.

Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions.

We’ll meet or beat any competitor’s price on  
a complete pair of eyeglasses or they’re free! 

Jefferson Valley Mall 
(Lower level, near First Niagara Bank)    
914.245.8111    SterlingOptical.com  

Proud  
Sponsor  

of the  
Yorktown  
Lions Club

$999‡

30% off on prescription eyeglasses for  
AAA & AARP Members.  

See store for details.
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Mohegan Lake Audi

Spectra Energy is proud to sponsor  

the Lions Club/Town of Yorktown  

2015 Annual Summer Series. 

www.spectraenergy.com

&

  

Golf. Dine. Stay. 
Discover The Garrison
845-424-4747 • thegarrison.com

you take 
the shot 
we’ll Do the reSt.
tee-off on a challenging, 18-hole, 
par 72 championship course.

Must present coupon at time of purchase.
no photocopies.

not valid with early Bird Special 
or ladies Day promotions.
one coupon per twosome.

offer expires September 30, 2015.

buy one, 
get one half off

valiD MonDay - friDay only

NWe

Restaurant wine 
lists, crafted by today’s 
wine-focused chefs 
and highly educated 
sommeliers, can be 
the epitome of the 
overall experience at 
a restaurant. Many 

restaurants painstakingly pair food and 
wine offerings and invest significantly in 
well-stocked wine cellars.

However, when celebrating a special 
occasion or trying to impress a potential 
business client, a diner may prefer to 

bring his or her personal bottle(s) of wine 
to a restaurant. Once looked upon with 
disdain by restaurant owners, many now 
offer this accommodation, typically at a 
charge. 

This “corkage fee” is not necessarily 
an arbitrary policy to discourage diners 
inclined to enjoy a personal bottle of wine. 
Rather there is an underlying business 
logic. Restaurants typically work on tight 
profit margins. The food portion of a 
meal yields a thin margin. It is common 
knowledge that overall profitability lies 

in the beverage menu. Few are willing to 
forego the profit in marking up wines to 
double or triple their cost. 

Many restaurants have adopted corkage 
fee policies in recognition of exceptional 
dining occasions. In most instances, the 
fee is designed to cover the cost of the 
service required to present 
and serve a consumer’s 
personal bottle of wine. 
Some peg their fee to the 
cost of a lower-priced 
bottle on their wine list. 

Here are several 
guidelines to follow if you 
have been saving a special 
bottle of wine to celebrate 
with a restaurant meal.

1. Always call ahead to inquire of the 
restaurant’s corkage policy. Rather than 
simply show up with that special bottle, it 
is always preferable to avoid a potentially 
uncomfortable situation.

2. If you plan to order additional bottles 
from the wine list during the meal, let the 
restaurant know this when inquiring. This 
will partially compensate the restaurant 
for the loss of a sale; many will waive their 
corkage fee. 

3. Don’t embarrass yourself by showing 
up with a wine that’s already on the wine 
list. Check the online list ahead of your 
visit, or call ahead to double-check.

4. Don’t further embarrass yourself by 

showing up with a wine of less value than 
wines at the low end of the wine list. A 
restaurant is accommodating you on the 
premise that this is a special occasion 
or a special bottle. That $12 bottle you 
had with pizza last Friday is an insult to 
the wine director who has meticulously 

crafted a wine list that 
represents the chef ’s 
carefully prepared and 
paired menu.

5. Share your good 
fortune. Offer the 
sommelier and waiter a 
taste of that special wine. 
It will usually guarantee 
the same stellar service 
you would receive if 

you were ordering an expensive bottle 
from the list. These folks work on the 
generosity of customers’ tips. A shared 
taste of a memorable wine helps assuage 
their monetary loss.

6. Speaking of tipping, remember that 
wine service is the same regardless of the 
source of the wine. I usually tip based on 
the average price of a wine that I would 
otherwise have ordered from the wine list 
if it were not a special occasion.

While most restaurants have a corkage 
fee policy, in New York City at least 50 
restaurants have blanket or one-night 
corkage fee waivers. Certain restaurants 
charge no fee but limit the number of 

bottles allowed. Others charge minimal 
fees between $10 and $25. 

Still others charge according to their 
stature. If you’re intent on bringing your 
own bottle to the highly acclaimed Eleven 
Madison Park, be prepared to pay $65. 
Per Se charges a whopping $150 for the 
privilege of not ordering wines from 
one of the most expensive wine lists in 
Manhattan.

Several Westchester restaurants have 
reasonable corkage fee policies, although 
they are rarely publicized or in print. 
Call ahead. On certain nights, corkage 
fee policies may be waived. Campagna at 
Bedford Post Inn in Bedford waives its fee 
every Wednesday night. 

In 2015, there is no reason to 
compromise on a wine to accompany your 
meal. Avail yourself of knowledgeable 
sommeliers’ wine lists – or simply BYOB.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 20 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine

Treading the Delicate Politics of Restaurant Corkage Fees

By Nick Antonaccio

‘designed to cover 
the cost of  
the service’
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Humana
At Home

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH 
AIDES, RN’s and LPN’s

THOSE LOOKING FOR
 IMMEDIATE PLACEMENT

Call Today: 1.914.437.8221

DRIVERS AND  
LIVE IN’S NEEDED!

Competitive Pay/Holiday Pay
Paid Time Off/401K/

Medical Benefits

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

The Northern Westchester Examiner We’re happy to
help spread the word about your community event.Please

submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, Aug. 25
Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefi ts and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m. to 1 
pm. and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Field Library in Peekskill. No 
appointments are necessary for the free 
service. Meet with a trained counselor 
for information about Medicare Parts 
A, B and D, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help 
and EPIC .You can also call the Senior 
Benefi ts Information Center helpline with 
your questions at 914-231-3260 and a 
counselor will return your call within two 
business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go 
to  www.westchesterlibraries.org/senior-
benefi ts-information-centers/. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefi ts Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers fi nd information about 
government benefi ts to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. Get 
information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or  
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second fl oor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Swimming Lessons: American Red 
Cross Swim Lessons are offered in 
our indoor warm water pool by certifi ed 
instructors in Peekskill All levels 
are offered and private lessons are also 
available. Classes are conducted on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays Call 
Terri, manager of the Society Hill 2 
Recreation Center, at 914-737-4909 for 
more information.  

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy 
Happy Hours are held on Tuesday nights 
in Mahopac and another location may 
be added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Wednesday, Aug. 26
Essay Boot Camp: The fi rst session of 

the Ossining School District Community 
Partnership Program, College Essay 
Boot Camp, a comprehensive eight hour 
workshop that will take place over two 
days, will be held on Aug. 26 and 27 from 
5 to 9 p.m. at the Ossining Public Library. 
The College Essay Boot Camp “Six Step 
Process” presented through Eduscape 
Associates provides the opportunity for 
showcasing and packaging the students’ 
experiences and interests in an attractive 
way that is proven to gain the attention of 
the college admissions reader. Attendees 
of the workshop will “graduate” from 
College Essay Boot Camp armed and 
ready with an essay suitable for any 
college application. Fee applies. For 
more information call 914-886-5043. To 
register for College Essay Boot Camp 
visit   www.eduscapeassociates.com.

Fitness Program: The POUND Fitness 
Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio 
and stress relief jam session, fusing 

Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses is offered at 
Theatre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. 
Katonah. Drop in or weekly discount 
rates available. The program is being 
provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 
-739-0500 or  www.fi rsthebrew.org. 

Israeli Dance Classes: Israeli dance 
classes are being held on consecutive 
Wednesday evenings in August at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Beginners classes will be held from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Classes for experienced 
dancers are scheduled for 8 to 10 pm. The 
fee for Yorktown Jewish Center members 
is $12; $15 for non-members. Info: 914-
245-2324 or  www.ctisraelidance.com. 

Thursday, Aug. 27
Friend Raiser:  Come to the Hudson 

Valley Center for Contemporary Art and 
join First Hebrew’s newly appointed 
Rabbi Dana Bogatz for a sneak preview 
of the one man installation, “Leviticus,” 
by Austrian artist Hermann Nitsch. Enjoy 
free wine and hors d’oeurves from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Hudson Valley Center 
for Contemporary Art, 1701 Main St., 
Peekskill. RSVP to First Hebrew, 914-
739-0500 or  president@fi rsthebrew.org. 
Visit  www.fi rsthebrew.org. 

Field Library Exhibit: “Trash to 
Treasure: An Upcycled Art Experience” 
will be held through Sept. 4 at the Field 

Library, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. An 
opening reception is slated for today from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. Info: 914-757-1212 or 
peekskill.org. 

Somers Library August Exhibit:
The Art Magicians from the Koehler 
Senior Center in Mahopac (along with 
teacher Lucille Gilliland) are the August 
featured artists at the Somers Library. 
The beautiful works of art featured in 
this month’s display consists primarily 
of still life and landscapes, created using 
various mediums including acrylics, oils 
and watercolors. Please call the library 
for additional viewing times in the 
program room at 914-232-5717 or visit 
us online at  www.somerlibrary.org.  If 
you are interested in displaying your art 
please e-mail our gallery coordinator at  
somersartgallery@wlsmail.org.

Bean Runner Performances:  Three 
performances have been scheduled for 
this week at the Bean Runner Café, 
201 S. Division St., Peekskill. The 
Hudson Valley Jazz Festival presents: 
UHS Trio with Steve Frieder (sax), 
Kosta Galanopoulos (drums), and Luca 
Rosenfeld (bass) on Aug. 27 at 7 p.m. 
Admission is $10. The Hudson Valley 
Jazz Festival presents the Conigliaro 
Consort, with Brian Conigliaro (guitar, 
vocals, harmonica), Jim Cammack (bass), 
Bill Pernice (piano), and Adam Weber 
(drums) on Aug. 28 at 8 p.m.  Admission 
is $10. The Hudson Valley Jazz Festival 
presents Winard Harper & the Jeli Posse 
on Aug. 29 at 8 p.m. Admission is $15.
Info: 914-737-1701 or beanrunnercafe.
com.

Friday, Aug.  28
Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-

on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

continued on  page 19
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals: Terrain 2136/20124, Sierra 10101/26387 and Acadia 4776/25235. 
Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 8/31/15.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

The Yorktown Warriors qualified for the WPBA playoffs for the first time since participating in travel 
baseball some five years ago. A perennial 1-to-2-win team, the Warriors clinched the final playoff  
seed with an 8-9-1 record. 
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Call us at 914.271.4705  Visit us at tinw.org
Glengary Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Read a sermon
tinw.org/sermon

Listen to our music
benellerin.com/recordings

Rosh Hashanah begins September 13

Call us to reserve complimentary seat cards for  
High Holy Day services, with no obligation.
Discover our nursery school, our Center for Jewish Learning 
(grades K-12) and hear about bar and bat mitzvah preparation. 
Learn about our flexible plan for first-year membership.
Find the comfort of our welcoming  
congregational community — for everyone.

Contact us to schedule a personal tour  
and to meet our clergy and educator.

Where will your family be 
for the High Holy Days?

Join us for Rosh Hashanah and 
the start of the school year

Farmers’ Market at NewYork-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley Hospital
HARVEST FOR HEALTH
Join us from 11am to 4pm every second and fourth 
Tuesday of  the month. May through November.  
SNAP/EBT customers welcome! 

For more information visit us online - www.nyp.org/hudsonvalley, 
call - 914.737.3797, email - mdietrich@hvhc.org or
LIKE us on Facebook www.facebook.com/NYPHVHFarmersMarket

Now TIL END OF SEPTEMBER
Ride our FREE SHUTTLE and
receive $10.00 in market vouchers!

Shuttle stops at:
Drum Hill Senior Living - 90 Ringgold Street
Wesley Hall Apartments - 801 South Street
Bohlmann Towers - 807 Main Street
Hudson River HealthCare/Salvation Army - 1022 Main Street
The Field Library - 4 Nelson Avenue
Dunbar Heights - 898 Highland Avenue
First Hebrew Congregation Uptown - 1821 East Main Street

remaining dates:  8/25, 9/8, 9/22, 10/13, 10/27, 11/10 and 11/24.

Call For Shuttle Schedule 914.737.3797

continued from page 17
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton 

Ave. Assistance is offered on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-serve basis. This is not a computer 
class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC 
Early Childhood Center at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The 
program is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 
parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direction 
of an experienced early childhood teacher. 
Pre-registration is suggested. Contact 
Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at  
Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

PV Farmers Market: The Putnam 
Valley Residents Coalition Farmers 
Market is held every Friday from 3 pm to 
6:30 pm, outdoors at the Tompkins Corners 
Cultural Center at 729 Peekskill Hollow 
Rd. (Tompkins Corners) through Sept. 4. 
Info:  putnamvalleyresidentscoaltion@
yahoo.com

Jewish Center Services:  At the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services in the 

spring will begin at 8 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 
9:15 a.m. On most Saturdays, after the 
services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah 
portion of the week. Light refreshments 
are served and everyone is invited to join 
us as we share in the warmth, knowledge 
and friendship within our congregation. 
Info: 914-245-2324 or  www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.

Temple Beth Am Service: Every 
Friday evening at 7 p.m. Temple Beth 
Am, 203 Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its 
doors to all who enter” for Shabbat. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritual and 
engaging feel while following traditional 
modes. For information, please call our 
Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him at  
rabbiw@optonline.net.

Saturday, Aug. 29
Muscoot Art Exhibit: The Northern 

Westchester Watercolor Society is 
conducting an art exhibit on Saturdays 
and Sundays in August from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Muscoot Farm, located on Route 
100 in Somers. 
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To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
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classifieds@the 
examinernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays  
at 5pm for  

the next week’s  
publication

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
GREENE COUNTY - HUNTER/
WINDHAM MOUNTAIN.  Ski area/
summer sports. 5 acres, 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, loft area. $180,000. Call Tony at 
(914) 948-4368 www.greatnorthern-
catskills.com

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP.  BP Cor-
tlandt Manor. Store help needed part 
time.  Weekends a must. Looking for re-
liable and responsible candidates. Perfect 
for college students or retirees. Must be 
at least 21 years of age. Will train.  Call 
Yolanda (914) 755-0970

SCHOOL CAFETERIA FOOD SER-
VICE WORKERS NEEDED, leading 
food service company seeks food service 
workers and cooks for school cafeteria in 
the Mount Pleasant Central School Dis-
trict Apply at https://career8.successfac-
tors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=3
3292&company=CGNA&username=Or 
call 914-769-5500 ext. 1890 for more in-
formation

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleasant-
ville.

LAND FOR SALE
SO. ADIRONDACK LAKEFRONT 
PROPERTIES! 50 ACRES 3 CABINS 
-$199,900 51 ACRES LODGE - $399,900 
Less than 3 hours NY City and 40 mins 
from Albany! Call 888-479-3394 or tour 
at WoodworthLakePreserve.com

UPSTATE NEW YORK LAND & NEW 
CABIN for $29,995. Includes 5 Wooded 
Acres, State Land Close By, Financing 
Available! 20% down: $236/month. Call: 
800-229-7843 FREE LAND BARGAIN 
LIST www.landandcamps.com

ABSOLUTE LAND LIQUIDATION! 
20 TRACTS! 5 COUNTIES! 5 TO 144 
ACRES FROM $8,900! Lakes, streams, 
State Land, cabins, views! Gíteed build-
able! Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 or 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

ADIRONDACK HUNTING & TIMBER 
TRACTS 111 ACRES LAKE ACCESS 
-$195,000 144 ACRES TROPHY DEER 
- $249,900 131 ACRES LAKEFRONT 
ñ $349,900 3 hours NY City! Survey, yr 

round road, gíteed buildable! Financing 
avail! 888-701-7509 WoodworthLakePre-
serve.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Joanne Smith 
Travel, LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 07/06/15.  Office location: West-
chester County.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to Wil-
liam J. Florence, Jr., Esq., One Park Place, 
Suite 300, Peekskill, New York 10566.  
Purpose:  any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of Journey Sup-
port Practices LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/13/2015. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it  may 
be served, SSNY shall mail process to: 222 
Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, 
NY 10605.  Purpose: any lawful activity.

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSER-
VATION NOTICE OF COMPLETE 
APPLICATION DATE: 08/18/2015 
Applicant: LAURIE MARCH Facility: 
MARCH PROPERTY 9 SNIFFEN RD 
ARMONK, NY Application ID: 3-5538-
00208/00001 Permit(s) Applied for: 1 – 
Article 24 Freshwater Wetlands Project is 
located: In NORTH CASTLE in WEST-
CHESTER COUNTY Project Descrip-
tion: The applicant proposes approxi-
mately 350 square feet disturbance of the 
regulated adjacent area (AA) of Fresh-
water Wetland K-23 to hand dig a small 
sump and channel between a stormwater 
outfall and the wetland at 9 Sniffen Road, 
to reduce local flooding and water back-
up at the outfall discharge point. Avail-
ability of Application Documents: Filed 
application documents, and Department 
draft permits where applicable, are avail-
able for inspection during normal busi-
ness hours at the address of the contact 
person. To ensure timely service at the 
time of inspection, it is recommended 
that an appointment be made with the 
contact person. State Environmental 
Quality Review (SEQR) Determination 
Project is an Unlisted Action and will not 
have a significant impact on the environ-
ment. A Negative Declaration is on file. A 
coordinated review was not performed. 
SEQR Lead Agency None Designated 
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) 
Determination A cultural resources sur-
vey has been completed. Based on infor-
mation provided in the survey report, the  
New York State Office of Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) 
has determined that the 
proposed activity will have no impact on 
registered or eligible archaeological sites 
or historic structures. No  further review 
in accordance with SHPA is required. 
DEC Commissioner Policy 29, Environ-

mental Justice and Permitting (CP-29) It 
has been determined that the proposed 
action is not subject to CP-29. Availabil-
ity For Public Comment Contact Person
Comments on this project must be sub-
mitted in writing to the Contact Person 
no later than 09/10/2015 or  15 days af-
ter the publication date of  this notice, 
whichever is later. JEAN V MCAVOY 
NYSDEC 21 S Putt Corners Rd  New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (845) 256-3054

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

TUTORING
NEED A TUTOR? Ph.D. Provides Out-
standing Tutoring in Math, English, His-
tory, SAT, ACT, GRE, GMAT, Regents. 
All levels. Critical thinking, study skills, 
strategies taught. Call Dr. Liss. 914-243-
1713

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

HANSON
Well Drilling & Pump Co.

518-477-4127

• Water Wells • Water Pumps
• Deepening Existing Wells

Pump Service ~ 7 Days A Week
$100 OFF Any 6” Drilled Well

$25 OFF Any Service Call
Coupon must be presented at time of work
One coupon per service • Expires 12/31/15
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Soccer players throughout the Northern Westchester/Putnam County region, including Lakeland senior captain Deven Girgenti (23), had taken to the local pitch last week in the hope of  increasing the necessary 
skill sets to compete against the best of  the best in Section 1, including defending Class AA champion John Jay EF, Class A champion Byram Hills, Class B heavy Rye Neck and reigning Class C champion Solomon 
Schechter. Class A runner-up Yorktown will bump back up to Class AA with Mahopac and Carmel while Somers, Hen Hud, Peekskill, Brewster, Panas and Lakeland will vie for Class A supremacy as Class B Putnam 
Valley and Class C Haldane work the small school circuits... see Soccer Notebook

Pitch Perfect!  

2015 Soccer 
Season 
Kick Off

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@DirectRays   

If you’ve been somewhat removed 
the Section 1 soccer circuit for whatever 
reason the past decade or so, you should 
know it’s been all about Byram Hills on 
the Class A soccer front for much of the 
past 10 years; what with the Bobcats 
owning five of the last 10 Section 1 titles. 
That doesn’t sit well with Lakeland, 
which fancies itself a regular heir to the 
throne, but has come up far too short in 
recent seasons. Nor does it sit well at 
Somers, which hopes to be among the last 
two standing in late October.

Last year, both Somers and Yorktown 
stepped up to make for a memorable Class 
A semifinal whereby the Huskers advanced 
to their first sectional championship since 
the early ‘90s after a 1-0 semifinal win 
over the Tuskers. Lakeland was nowhere 
to be found after a 1-0 playoff loss to 
Somers, and the big green and gold hype 
machine was prematurely shut down. 
Yorktown went on to suffer an overtime 
defeat at the hands of Byram Hills in the 
Class A championship, but the Huskers 
won’t have a chance to avenge that loss 
this season as they move to Class AA.

The 2015 season promises to be full of 
surprises, but attaining a championship 
will be anything but easy.
CLASS AA

YORKTOWN comes off its best 
season since the early ‘90s. Coach Ed 
Polchinki’s’ Huskers moved down to 

Class A soccer for one season and made 
the most of it after turning in a 7-8-1 
regular season. Yorktown returns some of 
its academy players that sat out last year, 
which will really help as they go back into 
the gauntlet of AA. 

Two of these academy players are 
cousins of All-Section Lakeland stud 
Johnny Denis, who will not be playing his 
senior season in Section 1, having been 
beckoned to the Academy level (USMNT 
U-17 soccer team and will be moving to 
Florida). His talented cousins, who had a 
very nice summer league for Yorktown, are 
Enzo Sangiacomi and Giuliano Santucci. 
Yorktown also returns a legit goal scorer 
in spirited Marcello Spiniello, who brings 
a whole more than just pizazz. Yorktown 
might not have enough to contend with 
the powers that be in Dutchess County 
when it comes to a sectional title, but 
the Huskers should be explosive enough 
to make some real noise this fall while 
contending for a league title. Defending 

sectional champion 
John Jay EF and 
Arlington are 
usually the teams to 
beat, but runner-up 
Mamaroneck is also 
in the mix.

MAHOPAC has 
had a good stretch 
of soccer the last 
five years, but 
for the last three 
years the Indians’ 
defense was their 
strength. With All-
Section keeper 
Mike Bernaridi 
having graduated, 
the shoes to fill are 
immense. Bernardi 
didn’t just stop 
shots, he triggered 

the attack with 
booming clears and 

led by an example that will be sorely 
missed. Coach Jim Gencarelli will turn to 
Alin Basuljevic, Christain Shkreli, Tom 
Wilson, Conor Walpole and Aidan Hynes 
-- all veteran seniors who got major run 

last year -- to impact the team 
this year. 

“Both Tom Wilson and 
Alin Basuljevic have been on 
the varsity for three years,” 
Gencarelli said. “The rest of 
our seniors will play an equally 
important role on the team, not 
only on the field during game 
play, but as leaders the younger 
players can learn from. We have 
a lot of quality players that 
have come up through our JV 
program. Our JV Coach, Greg 
Fitts, does a great job preparing 
them for the varsity. We have 

a quality group of athletes who 
are ready to work hard and push 

each other to get better every day.  We are 
taking a one game at a time approach, but 
our main goal is to get back to the Section 
1 playoffs.”

Mahopac will have some major issues 
trying to replace All-Section keeper 
Bernardi. The Indians played two goalies 
between the pipe this summer, including 
Jeremy Carrol and Harry O’Shea.

Basuljevic, the brother of Georgetown 
star Arun Basuljevic, should be the team’s 
top scoring threat this fall. Arun, who only 
played one year of high school soccer at 
Mahopac due to academy restrictions, 
was just named the rookie of the year in 
the Big East at Georgetown. 

Mahopac has an uphill battle this fall, 
especially with the league they will play 

in, facing Dutchess powers Arlington, 
RCK and John Jay EF, plus rival Carmel.

CARMEL will deal with the loss of 
All-Section playmaker Sebastian Lopez, 
who carried the offense. Senior goalie 
Brian Sposato enter his second full year 
between the pipes after being a JV call-
up his sophomore year. The Rams, under 
second-year Coach Keren Larkin, hope to 
turn the corner and contend, but doing so 
in a league that includes rival Mahopac 
and the Dutchess trio makes it very tough.
CLASS A 

It starts and ends with Byram Hills. The 
Bobcats are the defending Class A champ 
and they return three academy players 
who did not play last fall, so the rich got 
richer and appear to be the class of Class 
A this season as they seek a fourth title 
in seven years. Pearl River, which went 
undefeated in the regular season in 2014, 
returns its entire attack but will need to 
replace the defense. These two teams look 
like the teams to beat this season.

Eastchester, Lakeland, Somers, Tappan 
Zee and Rye are all in the next tier of 
teams in Class A, with Keio in the mix 
as well, as the Unicorns are always a few 
good transfer students away from being a 
top flight team. 

LAKELAND returns only six seniors 
from last year’s team and only four guys 
who got starts in the majority of games. 
The Hornets will have a younger feel to 
the lineup in terms of minutes played, 
but the junior and sophomore class is as 
talented as it has been in a while.

Lakeland will look to fill the void of 
the 31 goals lost from Johnny Denis, 
who got the Academy call, with a bunch 
of different guys. Junior captain Nick 
Foci (his brother Danny was the keeper 
on 2006-07 section finals teams), and 

Class A Runner-up Yorktown Seeks Similar Fortune in Class AA
Somers, Lakeland Expect to Challenge Byram Hills for Class A Crown

Hen Hud’s Migolito ‘Flow’ Perez will open eyes with an array of  skills.

Mahopac’s Alin Basuljevic is poised for a breakout 
campaign.RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Carmel goalie Brian Sposato will be the anchor of  
the Ram defense.

Somers’ Jack Maher (3) will be featured prominently by the 
Tuskers in 2015.
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junior captain Matias Prando (the cousin 
of Gonzalo Prando, who was best player 
on the 2011 sectional championship team) 
will be the two guys Coach Tim Hourahan 
relies on for much of the scoring punch.

Sophomores Dhruv Girgenti, who 
played in every game last fall as freshman 
forward on varsity team, and Arben 
Hoxhaj will need to come of age quickly. 

Hoxhaj led the JV team in goals scored as 
an 8th and 9th grader and will be asked 
to make quantum leap to score on the 
big stage this year. Junior captain Jordan 
Fein will roam the central midfield and 
be the playmaker, pulling the strings of 
the attack. Another stud sophomore, Kyle 
McHale, played in seven varsity games 
last fall as freshman and will also get a 
ton of time in central mid. 

The defense will be led by senior captain 
Devin Gergenti, who has played major 
minutes on the team last two seasons. He 
will be helped by other another senior, 
Aidan Sabert, as the main center backs

“Most of our age will be in the back and 
our talented and skillful sophs and juniors 
will look to fill the nets,” Hourahan said.

Lakeland may not have enough to 
knock off Byram Hills in the end, but the 
Hornets have maintained their status as 
a Class A mainstay for much of the last  
25 years.

SOMERS defeated Lakeland 1-0 in the 
quarters last year despite being outshot 
18-2. Somers will be a very strong on 
the back line this fall. Last fall, Coach 

Chris Pietris’ unit leaned on that side 
of the ball as they made games difficult 
on their opponents via a stingy defense, 
which included the likes of Jack Maher, 
Anthony Smajlaj, Colin Murphy and 
Luke Bugoni, who all return this season 
with an eye on getting Somers back to 
its first championship appearance since 
going back-to-back in 2010.

BREWSTER went 9-8-1 and won its 
outbracket game before losing to Keio in 
the first round of the playoffs. 

PEEKSKILL had a tremendous round 
of 16 sectional win last fall vs. Keio, and 
have a flat out stud in the way of junior 
Oswald Annang. A natural scorer, kids 
in Section 1 simply call him “OZ”, so be 
sure to have him on your radar. No one 
is quite sure how Peekskill will fare this 
season, but they were moved out of its 
league to a more “appropriate” league, 
which should help the Red Devils gain 
more wins in the regular season against 
the likes of Pawling, Arlington B, Put 
Valley, Peekskill and Haldane.

PANAS first-year Coach Jamie 
Stroffolino has some work to do, 
providing some stability at the top would 
surely help as the Panthers welcome their 
fourth new coach in 11 years. After losing 
to Yorktown in the Class A outbracket 
last season, Panas’ top returnees include 
Hassan Muhammad (Sr., FW), Chris 
Sheehan (Jr., MF/FW); Rob Rohan (Sr., 
MF) and Jonathan West (Jr., GK).
CLASS B 

PUTNAM VALLEY had a pretty solid 
2014 by its standards and will be led by 
a talented trio this fall. Max Martins, 
probably the Tigers’ most technical 
player, will feast at central mid. Seniors 
Anders Spittal and Harrison Deegan are 
the top two athletes on the team and both 
should bloom this fall.

PV is hoping to continue its path toward 
respectability. Third-year Coach Craig 
Glenn has as much athleticism as any 
Tiger team has ever had, and he expects 
to see continued improvement in what he 
returns, including senior captain Spittal, 
a four-year vet and two-time All-Leaguer 
with an All-Section skill set that might 
secure an All-Section nod in 2015 for the 
center middie.

“Anders can play anywhere, but prefers 
scoring,” Glenn said.

Senior captain Harrison Deegan is 
another four-year veteran who can play 
anywhere on the field.

“Harrison can play anywhere, but has 
recently wanted to play defense to help 
the team,” Glenn said of his sweeper. He 
is a threat to score as well.”

Senior captain Max Martins is a third 
fourth-year member and perhaps the most 
technical payer on the club. 

“Max is a great playmaker, and is very 
smooth on his passing,” Glenn said.

Seniors Nick Tortorella and Robert 
Phillips each has two years on varsity and 

a ton of know-how.
The Valley has several young 

impact players on the scene 
as well, including Alec Irving 
(soph), Christian Lopez-Ramos 
and newly added Emilio Sanchez 
(freshman), who hope to turn 
around a 5-11 finish last season.

“Some of these new players 
have been playing on Division 
1 teams locally out of season, 
and have added a lot of skill at 
our offensive side,” Glenn said. 
“Our goal is the same every year, 
to play better than the year before. We 
have progressed so much in two years, 
making sectionals two years in a row. We 
would love a league title, and to go far in 
sectionals. The players want to end the 
season as the best team PV has ever had. 
This could be the year our offense shows 
their talent.”

This could actually be the year when 
the Tigers secure the respect they yearn 
for, playing with the toughness instilled 
by Coach Glenn, a former All-Section 
wrestler and soccer stud at Panas in the 
mid-90s.
CLASS C 

HALDANE Coach Ahmed Dwidar 
has the Blue Devil program year in and 
year out ready to go for the sectionals. He 
has graduated a slew of talent and with 

North Salem joining Class C this season, 
his job has gotten a lot tougher. Haldane 
will be led by Danny Heitmann, a speedy 
forward. His older brother, Ramsey, was 
an All-Section performer last fall, and 
Danny hopes to fill those shoes in 2015. 
North Salem will drop a class and look to 
push Haldane and defending champion 
Solomon Schechter for the Class C title 
after many competitive years in Class 
B. When North Salem was previously in 
Class C, it dominated.

ANNOUNCEMENT: Boys’ and 
Girls’ Soccer coaches are encouraged 
to send all box scores and any pertinent 
information regarding the student 
athletes’ success to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com by Sunday evening for 
inclusion in the Examiner’s weekly 
Soccer Notebook.

Book Your 2015 

Draft  Party
in one of our Private Rooms for only $20.00! PP

Price gets you private room, 
all you can eat appetizer buffet 
AND TWO FOR ONE DRINKS!

Hurry - dates are going fast, 
book yours today by contacting us at 

914.739.GOLF (4653)
Watch all the Games this season. 

Weekly food and drink specials
Pike Plaza Shopping Center

(Behind King Buffet - Up Around Back)
2050 East Main St. (Route 6) • Cortlandt Manor; NY 10567

Sports Bar & Grille 

Lakeland’s Matias Prando is ready to serve notice.

With 12 years of  varsity experience behind them, Put Valley’s 
Max Martins (L), Anders Spittall (C) and Harrison Deegan (R) 
will lead PV on the pitch.

Yorktown’s Marcello Spiniello should provide the 
impetus to the Husker attack.
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Yorktown’s Marcello Spiniello hopes to point the Huskers onward and upward on the Class AA soccer circuit in 2015, seeking to build upon a 2014 Class A runner-up campaign that saw Yorktown get hot at 
the right time and make a run at the Section 1 title, which the Huskers were denied in a thrilling 3-2 overtime championship loss to Byram Hills... see Soccer Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Jefferson Valley: 914-245-4040 | 600 Bank Road

WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

Briarcliff: 914-762-3444 | 584 N. State Road

JOIN FOR $50
AND YOUR FAMILY ENJOYS MEMBERSHIP  
FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR 
ABSOLUTELY FREE* 

*New memberships only. No contract 

required. Regular corresponding monthly 

individual membership dues apply. Full 

family membership privileges will be 

extended for free until 12/31/15 to 

all qualifying for family membership in 

individual’s household. Offer expires 

9/30/15. Not to be combined 

with any other offer.

Yorktown 
Hoping to Parlay 

2014 Soccer 
Success in ‘15

Spin 
Off!


