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By Rick Pezzullo
A Yorktown High School graduate is in 

the running for a $250,000 contract with 
World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE).

Amanda Saccomanno, 24, who gradu-
ated from Yorktown High in 2008 and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in speech pa-
thology from Iona College, was chosen 
from more than 11,000 hopefuls to be 
among the final 13 of the WWE reality 
series Tough Enough competition.

Contestants on the show, which debut-
ed last Tuesday on the USA Network, are 
vying for two one-year contracts to be a 
WWE superstar. Saccomanno, who goes 
by the stage named Mandy Sacs, is one of 
six women striving to become the latest 
WWE Diva.

“I’ve been passionate about fitness my 
entire life, and the ability to compete for 

Yorktown High Grad Out to 
Prove She’s ‘Tough Enough’

By Jonathan Ortiz
Of the many phases that make up our 

lives, it is often in high school where peo-
ple discover the passions they would like 
to commit ourselves to. Some dedicate 
their skills to art, while others choose 
politics or law.

While attending Oakwood Friends 
School, Alexandra Stephens, 17, a Cro-
ton resident, discovered that she simply 
wanted to help people. 

Founded in 1796, Oakwood Friends 
School is the oldest co-educational 
boarding school in New York, and, be-

ing established on Quaker values, em-
phasizes the education of the individual 
learner. So much so that the average 
number of students in each class is 12, 
and Stephens’s graduating class held only 
about 25 students. Yet it was this tight-
knit environment that helped Stephens 
choose the path she is on today.

“Everybody knew everybody, which 
definitely helped with my confidence,” 
Stephens said. “The small classes helped 
me to focus on what I really wanted to 
focus on and I learned a lot about myself. 
The faculty and teachers there have good 

hearts.” 
What Stephens decided to focus on 

was becoming a nurse practitioner, an 
undertaking that requires a six-year 
nursing program at SUNY Brockport. 
There she will also join the Air Force 
RoTC program her sophomore year, 
following in her father’s footsteps who 
was deployed in Afghanistan while 
Stephens was in high school and is 
currently a chaplain in the National 
Guard. While the RoTC program does 
offer to pay for tuition with the guar-

Croton Resident on Career Path to Help Others

Amanda Saccomanno is looking to parlay her 
WBFF Diva Bikini Pro World Championship into a 
WWE Diva contract.Continued on page 2

LAurA BELFiorE Photo

They Did It!
Peekskill high School held one of seven local graduation ceremonies that took place last week. See 
our special 16-page pull-out section inside for a complete list of area high school graduates and 
photos.
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Marching Down Commerce 
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the Tough Enough crown is truly re-
warding,” Saccomanno said in a written 
release. “Being able to train and compete 
alongside the WWE, which houses some 
of the world’s most talented athletes, is 
an amazing opportunity.”

In August of last year, Saccomanno 
was crowned “WBFF Diva Bikini Pro 
World Champion” in the largest and 
most prestigious “fitness and fashion” 
competition in the world. She recently 
partnered with USN (Ultimate Sports 
Nutrition), a worldwide leader in sports 
nutrition and bodybuilding supple-
ments. Her workout routine includes 
weight training, Cross Fit, Pilates, dance 
and yoga.

“Amanda has the unrivaled combi-
nation of athleticism, beauty and peak 
physical fitness to take her to the top 
of this competition,” Peter Anske, Sac-
comanno’s manager, said of her chances 
on Tough Enough.

One of Saccomanno’s three older 
brothers, Matt, said winning the WBFF 
Diva Bikini Pro World Championship 
opened doors for her sister, who he not-
ed has always been very competitive.

“She has a great work ethic, discipline 
and determination. She doesn’t quit,” he 
said. “She graduated college and one day 

she said I’m going to start working out. 
Before you know out she was winning 
the bikini contest. She’s very good at hav-
ing an opportunity come her way.”

With some wrestling fans comparing 
Saccomanno to Hall of Fame WWE Diva 
Trish Stratus, Matt feels her sister has a 

solid chance of winning Tough Enough 
by just being herself.

“You have to stand out from the rest,” 
he said. “Her personality and charisma is 
apparent. We’re all rooting for her.”

Each week on Tough Enough, which 
airs at 8 p.m. every Tuesday on USA, the 

three judges (Hulk Hogan, Daniel Bryan 
and Paige) nominate three contestants 
for possible elimination and viewers de-
cide who is sent packing. Fans can fol-
low Saccomanno at www.amandasac-
comanno.com or on social media at @
mandysacs.

Yorktown High Grad Out to Prove She’s ‘Tough Enough’

Amanda Saccomanno has a 1 in 6 chance of  being the next WWE Diva. 

Continued from page 1



June 30 - July 6,  2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 3

F O U R T H  O F  J U L Y  S A L E

OPEN 
SATURDAY, 

JULY 4
9AM-5PM

1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill • 914-737-8375
 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

ATM

$1299
12 Pk Bottles

12 Pk Bottles

$2199
36 Pk Cans

$1299

 20 Pk Bottles

$1599 $1099
Resealable 11.5 oz 
Aluminum Bottles

8 Pk Bottles

$1299
12  Pk Cans

All Varieties 

Stella Artois
Imported from Belgium 

$1599
12 Pk Bottles

$1499
12 Pk Bottles

Lager, Summer Ale

$1199
12 Pk Bottles

$1399
12 Pk Bottles

All Varieties

 12 Pk Bottles

$1599
All Varieties

$2199
36 Pk Cans

$1599
30 PK Cans

Prices Good Through  7/5/15 • Prices Before Tax & Deposit 

12 Pk Bottles

$1399

$7999
+ Tax & Deposit

Keg

Check Out Our Vast Selection of 
Craft Brewed Beers

and Our Eight Selections On Tap!
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Two Eagle Scouts Troop 911

YHS Students AP Physics class Rube 
Goldberg Machine Experiment First Ever 

Success

Troop 228 Eagle ST 
Pat Coniglio,  

St. Patrick’s Church

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

USMA 2015 Bar Pinniing  
CEREMONY

YHS students Digitized YKT 
Bldg. Dept Record

Troop 173 BAS  Four New Eagle 
scouts, St. Patrick’s Church

By Rick Pezzullo
The Hendrick Hudson Board of Edu-

cation last week unanimously approved 
a new 10-year financial agreement be-
tween the district, several municipal en-
tities and Entergy, owners of the Indian 
Point nuclear power plants in Buchanan, 
regarding Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT).

The pact, which includes the Town of 
Cortlandt, Hendrick Hudson Free Li-
brary, Buchanan Fire Department and 
Westchester County, encompasses school 

years 2015-16 to 2024-25. The school dis-
trict will receive 80.75% of the payments, 
starting in the 2015-16 school year, which 
will total more than $23 million.

Annual increases in the PILOT pay-
ments will fluctuate according to the 
state tax levy cap and regulations 

“This was a very engaging and profes-
sional process, working with Entergy,” 
said Hen Hud Superintendent of Schools 
Joseph Hochreiter. “We negotiated at a 
time of great unease and uncertainty re-
garding Entergy’s relicense, political in-

fluences and regional advocacy.”
For the current school year, PILOT 

payments from Entergy and other local 
businesses were budgeted at just under 
$24.5 million, or approximately 33% of 
the projected revenues. Other sources 
of income are tax levy (56%), State Aid 
(7%), Fund Balance Transfers (2%) and 
Other Sources (2%).

“The reality is Entergy’s PILOT pay-
ments allow us to have among the lowest 
property taxes in the county,” Hochreiter 
said. “There is a direct relationship be-

tween Entergy’s PILOT payments and 
our ability as a district to keep taxes low 
for homeowners.”

In the event of a permanent shutdown, 
or damage or destruction to the Indian 
Point facility on the Hudson River, all 
parties have the option to cancel the 
agreement. If the agreement is cancelled, 
the plants will return to the tax roll. If 
the agreement continues after a closure, 
PILOT payments will see a reduction of 
30% the first year, 60% the second year 
and 90% the third year.

Hen Hud, Municipalities Reach New Financial Pact with Entergy

antee of military service, Stephens has 
already been offered a full scholarship 
from Brockport upon being accepted 
into its Honors College Program. The 
scholarship also offers students an 
iPad, a campus parking pass and prior-
ity registration.

“I really like people,” Stephens said, 
“and I like to help - as a nurse I can touch 

so many lives and every day is an adven-
ture.”

Stephens hopes that taking on this 
journey will lead to work as a nurse in a 
neonatal intensive care unit. As her ca-
reer progresses Stephens plans on open-
ing up her own pediatrics office. 

“I’ve always liked kids, and I would 
like to be there for the families whose 
kids have the issues you would see at an 

NICU,” she said.
Even Stephens’s part-time employ-

ment speaks to her passion for making 
lives better. Besides being employed as a 
hostess for Croton’s Justin Thyme restau-
rant, Stephens works at Bagels on Hud-
son and the Croton Creamery Ice Cream 
Shop, where she serves some of the best 
comfort foods. 

Despite being excited to start her jour-

ney towards becoming a nurse practi-
tioner, Stephens said she is incredibly sad 
to leave Oakwood Friends School, which 
has become her home away from home. 

“I would be a very different person to-
day if not for Oakwood Friends, people 
there were so good to me,” Stephens said. 
“I’m excited to learn new things and to 
branch out and grow and see who I be-
come.”

Croton Resident on Career Path to Help Others
Continued from page 1
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201 Veterans Rd

solarisclubs.coml i l b
914.962.4094S O L A R I S

S P O R T S���� C L U B

Enroll in July
and Receive
August FREE!*

Better Results Than
You Ever Imagined!

*Free membership in August
& Free GRIT Training
$250 Savings!
Limited Availability

   RESULTS
Fat Loss, Strength

and Endurance

DURATION

30 
Minutes

EXERCISE TYPE
High Intensity
and Dynamic

CALORIE BURN
390

Average

By Rick Pezzullo
A state bridge in Yorktown will be 

named for a U.S. Army specialist who 
was killed four years ago while serving in 
Afghanistan.

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R-C/
Yorktown) announced last week the 
bridge on Route 129 will be renamed as 
the Specialist David R. Fahey Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge for the former 23-year-old 
Yorktown resident.

Fahey was killed on February 28, 2011 
by an improvised explosive device while 
he was deployed on combat operations 

with the 504th Military Police Battalion 
of the 42nd Military Police Brigade.

“Yorktown lost one of its finest the 
day David Fahey gave his life so that 
others could be safe and free,” Murphy 
said. “David understood how proud we 
all were of him, and he sent us home a 
flag from Kandahar that was displayed 
in the Town of Yorktown when I served 
as councilman. He was a hero and a true 
soldier.”

Born in Norwalk, Connecticut, Fahey 
was raised by his aunt and uncle on Bald-
win Road with his siblings and cousins. 

A bill is also currently pending before the 
Connecticut State Legislature to name an 
overpass on Interstate 95 in Norwalk in 
Fahey’s honor.

He enlisted in the Army in 2007 and 
served in Korea. In 2010 he was assigned 
to Afghanistan. He was the recipient of 
the Army Good Conduct Medal, Nation-
al Defense Service Medal, Korea Defense 
Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas 
Service Ribbon, NATO Medal and Driv-
ers and Mechanics Bridge.

The Town of Yorktown planted a tree 
with a plaque in Fahey’s honor in Patri-
ot’s Garden behind Yorktown Town Hall 
a few years ago.

“The historic Hunter Brook Bridge, 
located on Route 129 near the border 
of Yorktown and Cortlandt, overlooks 
the Croton Reservoir, and is less than 
three miles from Specialist Fahey’s 
childhood home,” Murphy said. “There 
is no more fitting way to remember 
David’s noble service than by rededi-
cating this bridge in his honor. We are 
forever in his debt.”

Yorktown Bridge to be Named for Fallen Army Soldier

A Lake Peekskill native and 2010 
Putnam Valley High School graduate is 
serving in the U.S. Navy Reserve.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Christopher Nel-
son is part of a unique group of Americans 
who serve in uniform part-time while also 
working full-time jobs outside the military. 
Created in 1915, the Navy Reserve has 
played a major role in nearly every conflict 
the United States has been involved in dur-
ing the past decade.

Nelson’s current assignment is with 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 27, 
based in Gulfport, specializing in building 
roads, bridges, airfields and other struc-

tures for the U.S. military.
“My father was the same rate, so I want-

ed to continue the tradition of service,” 
Nelson said. “My favorite part of the job 
is the camaraderie. As a police officer, be-
ing in the Reserve helps maintain bearing, 
situational awareness and people’s skills.”

The Reserve is a major component of 
the Navy representing about 20 percent 
of its total forces. Since the September 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks, there have 
been more than 70,000 Selected Reserve 
mobilizations, along with an additional 
4,500 deployments by full-time support 
Sailors.

Lake Peekskill Native in Navy Reserve

 Christopher Nelson

Paid for by Vishnu Patel
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TODAY’S STEAKHOUSE

OPEN 7 DAYS • 3436 Lexington Avenue, Mohegan Lake, NY 10547
info@augiesprimecut.com • (914) 743-1357 • augiesprimecut.com

*Some restrictions may apply. Only in restaurant.

June 28: The Blue Meanies – Beach Boys and 60’s  

 Tribute including The Monkeys and The Beatles!

July 12: Cherish The Ladies – Award winning  

 Traditional Celtic music band featuring Yorktown’s  

 own Joanie Madden!

July 26: Yorktown’s Chain of Fools – Motown Review!

August 09: Tramps Like Us – The Ultimate Bruce  

 Springsteen Tribute Band!

August 23: Disco 54 Band – Tribute to the age of Disco!

August 30: Larry Chance and The Earls – Get back to  

 the days of Doo Wop with this Bronx Walk of Fame  

 Inducted Band!

Yorktown Lions CLub & town of Yorktown
&

Presents:  2015 Summer ConCert SerieS
JaCk DeVito Veterans MeMoriaL fieLD Yorktown HeigHts

All concerts start at 6pm at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field and gazebo**
located behind the yorktown community and cultural center.

**In event of rain or unsafe weather forecasts, show will be moved into the yorktown stage theater.
Seating in the theater is limited to a first come/first served.

Brewster • Eastchester • Fishkill • Greenburgh • Jefferson Valley • Kent • Mahopac   
Mount Kisco • Mount Vernon • New City • Pawling • Pawling Village • Silver Lake • Somers 

331 Downing Drive, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 • 914-243-7200

We’re very proud 

to support the 

Yorktown Lions Club

Summer Concert Series.

Enjoy the Show!

Sundays:

6PM–8PM

Rain or ShineFr
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Eye 

Exam

With Offers
With purchase of lenses

$49*

Select Designer 

Frames

and more!

Fashion for everyone

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses (frame and lenses). ‡With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses, or an annual supply of contact 
lenses. Contact lens exam additional. Offers cannot be combined with insurance. See store for details. Limited time offers.

Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions.

We’ll meet or beat any competitor’s price on  
a complete pair of eyeglasses or they’re free! 

Jefferson Valley Mall 
(Lower level, near First Niagara Bank)    
914.245.8111    SterlingOptical.com  

Proud  
Sponsor  

of the  
Yorktown  
Lions Club

$999‡

30% off on prescription eyeglasses for  
AAA & AARP Members.  

See store for details.
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Mohegan Lake Audi

Spectra Energy is proud to sponsor  

the Lions Club/Town of Yorktown  

2015 Annual Summer Series. 

www.spectraenergy.com

&

By Rick Pezzullo
Officials from the Village of Ossining 

and Ginsburg Development Companies 
raised a monumental sculpture last week 
that was molded in the ground at the 
new public waterfront park and prom-
enade being built at the Harbor Square 
luxury rental complex.

The towering 42-foot tall, 80-ton 
sculpture, which was commissioned by 
developer Martin Ginsburg, was created 
by internationally known sculptor Peter 
Lundberg. It will face the Hudson River 
and serve as the centerpiece of the water-
front park, which will include a children’s 
playground and riverfront restaurant.

“We are delighted to have this mag-

nificent sculpture by renowned sculp-
tor Peter Lundberg as the showpiece of 
the beautiful public waterfront park and 
promenade we are building at Harbor 
Square,” Ginsburg said. “Art is a very im-
portant part of our daily lives and we are 
proud to incorporate it into the public 
spaces of our residential communities.”

Located across from the Ossining 
Metro-North station, the $65 million 
Harbor Square project will feature 188 
luxury rental apartments. Amenities will 
include full service concierge, rooftop 
pool and deck, barbecue stations and 
outdoor bar, and a first class spa and fit-
ness center. Occupancy is scheduled for 
spring 2016.

Raising of Sculpture Celebrated at Ossining’s Harbor Square

Standing at harbor Square in front of the 42-foot tall sculpture (L-r:) GDC Principal Martin Ginsburg, ossining 
Village Mayor Victoria Gearity, New York State Assemblywoman Sandy Galef and Sculptor Peter Lundberg.

Yorktown Police
June 15 - 7:59 p.m. – Daniel Pezanowski, 

31, of Yorktown, was charged with crimi-
nal possession of a controlled substance af-
ter allegedly being found in possession of a 
quantity of heroin at a traffic stop on Curry 
Street, near Jennifer Court.

June 18 - 9:45 a.m. – An unidenti-
fied 14-year-old Mohegan Lake male was 
charged with juvenile delinquency for 
falsely reporting an incident. On June 8 
a Lakeland High School resource officer 

was alerted by a parent of a student that 
their child had been receiving threatening 
emails. An investigation later showed the 
emails were not legitimate. 

June 22 - 10 p.m. – An unidentified 
13-year0old Montrose male was charged 
with juvenile delinquency for allegedly 
committing a criminal sexual act.

June 23
5:35 p.m. – Ernest Burkett, 32, of Peek-

skill, was charged with two counts of as-
sault and endangering the welfare of a 

child after police were called on June 13 to 
the parking lot of 250 Underhill Avenue 
to investigate a domestic dispute. It is al-
leged during the dispute Burkett assaulted 
two people and endangered the welfare 
of a child. Burkett turned himself in to 
police in June 23. Bail was set at $10,000 
bond or $5,000 cash and a temporary or-
der of protection was issued on behalf of 
the victims.

June 25 - 1:38 a.m. – Michael Morales, 
29, of Mahopac, was charged with driving 

while intoxicated after being pulled over 
on Route 6 for speeding.

State Police
June 9- Vilma Nokaj, 41, of Mahopac, 

was charged with grand larceny, forgery 
and falsifying business records after being 
accused of discounting the dental accounts 
of eight family members and friends total-
ing $8,200 between January and August 
2014 while working at a dental office in the 
Town of Southeast.

Police Blotter
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3

Special Spring Pricing 
on Select Homes

By Isabella Fitzgerald
Mark Janny didn’t spend last weekend 

like most people his age. 
The 19-year-old Yorktown resident 

participated in the 12th annual Tri-
State Trek, a 270-mile, three-day bike 
ride Chestnut, Hill Mass. to Greenwich, 
Conn. that served as a fundraiser for 
ALS. ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, is a progressive and degen-
erative disease that affects about 30,000 
people in the United States and 450,000 
worldwide. There is currently no treat-
ment or cure.  

For Janny, a 2014 Yorktown High 
School graduate, the two-day trek was 
personal. He lost his grandfather to ALS 
10 years ago. 

“I still can remember visiting [my 
grandfather] once or twice in the hospital 
and seeing just how awful it was.” Janny 
said. “Through events like this and quite a 
few others, I hope that a cure can be found 
in the near future so that nobody has to go 
suffer from this disease anymore.” 

The Keene State College student rode 
with Team America for his first time par-
ticipating in the Tri-State Trek. His love 
for endurance sports and helping those 
with ALS inspired him to meet the chal-
lenge. Janny’s said his family, who signed 
up to be crew members, has supported 
his decision to help raise money and 

awareness to combat ALS. 
“I can’t thank them enough for how 

much support they have given me,” Janny.
The Tri-State Trek has raised more 

than $3.3 million since its inception in 

2003, when it started with 16 cyclists. 
Since then, the event has grown to in-
clude over 400 participants, men and 
women from16 to 65 years old. 

There were 21 sponsors of the event, 

which was organized by the ALS Thera-
py Development Institute in Cambridge, 
Mass. The institute is the world’s first and 
largest nonprofit research center dedi-
cated to ALS. 

Yorktown Cyclist Makes 270-Trek to Raise Money for ALS

 iSABELLA FitzGErALD Photo
hundreds of  cyclists made their way through the 270-mile tri-State trek last weekend, including Yorktown resident Mark Janney.
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By Rick Pezzullo
There are some milestones in life that 

cause you to pause and reflect. During 
the last few months, I’ve had several of 
those milestones. 

As I write this column I am celebrat-
ing turning half a century young. How 
did that happen? If I didn’t know the year 
I was born I wouldn’t believe it. There 
must be some mistake. Father Time 
doesn’t give anyone a break I guess.

It seems like in a blink of an eye I went 
from graduating from Lakeland High 
School and Pace University to having 
two children graduate from Walter Panas 
High School and Ivy League universities. 
From childhood to fatherhood. Elton 
John wasn’t kidding about the Circle of 
Life.

I certainly have few complaints. I have 
been blessed with good health so far, a 
supportive immediate family and in-
laws, and a true angel at my side for the 
last 27 years who makes me smile just 
thinking about her. It’s as if the enjoy-
ment of life went up 1,000 notches the 
minute I set eyes on her in the back of 
journalism class. A gift from God with-
out a doubt.

But enough about me. I’d rather turn 
the attention to our pride and joy:  our 
daughter, Cheryline, and son, Ricky. 
Don’t worry, they’re used to it. That’s 
what comes with the territory when your 
father is an editor of a newspaper.

Everyone wants the best for their chil-

dren, and then hopes for the best. In our 
case, everything, fortunately, went ac-
cording to plan, a shoot for the stars plan 
that began when they were born. From 
an early age my wife, a teacher, instilled 
in our children the importance of read-
ing and learning. The foundation of a 
Catholic education also was essential in 
reinforcing the values we were teaching 
at home.

Our children took it from there. They 
never settled for mediocrity. They wel-
comed challenges. I marveled at their 
tenacity. Along the way I would chime in 
with inspirational Rocky Balboa quotes 
and other words of wisdom, but they 
kept focused with the Eye of the Tiger 
and an inner desire to succeed.

It was often thought that children from 
middle class families could not set foot 
in the Ivy League, but that is no longer 
the case. It just takes perseverance, hard 
work and the belief you can climb any 
mountain. We are proof of that. Cheryl-
ine graduated from Cornell University in 

2011 and recently graduated from New 
York University’s College of Dentistry. 
Ricky graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania (not Penn State) and will 
be pursuing his doctorate in physical 
therapy at Columbia University.

To see them walk across their respec-
tive stages and receive their diplomas 
from these prestigious universities was 
somewhat surreal since it was as if a 
dream was unfolding in front of you. 
Magical moments, like the feeling you 
get visiting Disney World.

We certainly would be as proud of our 
children if they would have chosen to at-
tend Colgate, Fordham, Villanova or any 
other college where they were accepted, 
but the fact that they decided to push 
themselves is a testament to their charac-
ter not to settle for second best.

It is my strong belief that local school 
districts should be doing a better job 
promoting the successes of their gradu-
ates because what better role models for 
up and coming students are there than 
students who walked the same hallways 
at one point and became leaders and 
high achievers?

The only thing I haven’t achieved so 
far in my personal plan is hitting the lot-
tery. However, I don’t feel any amount of 
money could possibly provide as much 
satisfaction and happiness as our chil-
dren have so far. It’s a feeling I would 
hope all parents can experience some 
day. It really is priceless.
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From the Editor

50 Years Young and Beaming with Pride

Letters

To the Editor:
I served on the Yorktown Town Board 

for 16 years. During many of those years 
Michael Grace was the Town Attorney 
and he sat in on all our sessions. Now 
that he is the Town Supervisor he has of-
ten said that he had a lot of respect for the 
Town Boards during those years as we 
got a lot of things done and we worked 
very well together. In order to get any 
real work done the board members must 
be able to work together. Many residents 
do not realize that the real work of the 
Town Board is done at the work sessions 
and not at the public hearings. During 
the years I was on the Town Board, we 
began the work sessions every Wednes-
day night at 7:00 and often worked until 
after midnight. I worked with a Repub-
lican majority board and a Democratic 
majority board and therefore I have some 
insight about how to be productive when 
working with diverse political groups.  
I would like to share some of those in-

sights as it may be of some assistance to 
the present town board.

The Town Board members I worked 
with were able to work together because 
we trusted each other and we were able 
to speak TO each other. That is how any 
good organization functions. Whether it 
is a family unit or a huge conglomerate, 
all the people must be able to communi-
cate with each other.  If there is a fam-
ily dispute, the family unit sits around 
the dining room table and talks to each 
other. They may even share a meal while 
they are discussing a family issue and 
they look at each other while they are 
talking.  The same model was used while 
I was working on the town board. Dur-
ing our work sessions we sat around a 
table and looked at each other. We spoke 
TO each other and sometimes we all ate 
together. I say this not to reminisce about 
the good old days when the town board 
had a certain decorum and civility but as 
a model to help the town board be able to 

work together again. Don’t reinvent the 
wheel. That old model worked. 

The work sessions of the town board 
should be used to get some of the hard 
prep work done. The work session should 
NOT be an additional public hearing. It 
should not be used for grandstanding or 
political theater. There is plenty of time 
for that at the public hearings. The board 
members should sit across from each 
other and talk TO each other and not AT 
each other or AT the public. The public 
can be present but as spectators. To allay 
everyone’s fears, the Town Board is pro-
hibited from having “secret meetings” 
behind closed doors.  The NYS Sunshine 
Law requires all meetings of the board to 
be open to the public when three or more 
members meet.  There are procedures 
and guidelines to protect the public from 
any violations of the law.  However, the 
board needs some space to discuss the is-
sues that confront the town. They need 

Reinventing the “Work Session” of the Yorktown Town Board

Cheryline, Jacqueline, ricky and rick Pezzullo.

Continued on page 9
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Cortlandt 
Farm Market

Open 7 Days a Week • April-December

2267 Crompond Rd. • Cortlandt Manor

914-739-0686

Come Check
out our weekly

Perennial
Specials

Refi llable
Infused & 
Regular

Olive Oils & 
Vinegars!

Have a 
Happy 
July 
4th!

Cider Donuts, 
Pies, 

Loaf Cakes

Fresh Produce 
& Local 

favorites! Your  
Community Voice

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival
Saturday, July 11? We are. Great bands. Great times.  
In a great Village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover 
it as always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 
2015 PVille Music Fest Preview any day at 6am, 12pm, or 
6pm on channel  76 /36 to get a peek at who’s playing.  
Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the know before  
the show.

 

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

Guest Commentary

By Councilwoman Susan Siegel
I wish there was a magic bullet solution to 

filling our vacant stores and enticing more 
new commercial development into York-
town. Sadly, no such magic bullet exists. 

It’s easy for politicians, whether in 
office or running for office, to label 
themselves“business friendly” and promise 
that they’ll revitalize our hamlets, bring in 
more tax rateables and lower our taxes. But 
the hard truth, the indisputable truth, is 
that it takes more than labels and promises 
to fill vacant stores or attract new develop-
ment.  

For better or worse, like it or not, the town 
is only one piece in the complex mosaic that 
results in economic development: there’s the 
general health of the economy; Yorktown’s 
demographics and access to major high-
ways; changing consumer buying habits; 
personal lifestyle choices, the federal tax 
code, business strategies, etc.,etc. 

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying the 
town is powerless to promote economic 
development or should stand by and do 
nothing. Absolutely not!  What I am saying, 
though, is that I wish politicians were honest 
with residents and took the time to explain 
the realities of what the town can and can-
not do to influence economic development. 

As someone who has observed and par-
ticipated in the economic development 
process as both a resident and town official, 
here are just some of the tools in the eco-
nomic development toolbox that Yorktown 
has been successfully using for the past sev-

eral years.
Comprehensive Plan and  Zoning. The 

two go hand in hand and are the most im-
portant tools the town has at its disposal 
to encourage more commercial develop-
ment, both in the town’s existing ham-
lets and along its two major commercial 
corridors, Route 202 and Route 6.  But, 
as we’ve learned in recent years, even the 
most business friendly Comprehensive 
Plan and Zoning Code can only go so far: 
economic development takes place only 
when the private sector is ready, willing 
and able to come forward with and pursue 
a specific development plan.
• In 2013, the town rezoned 30 acres of the 
100 acre Stateland  property along Route 
202 for commercial use, but we’re still wait-
ing for the property owner to come in with 
a site plan. 
• In March, 2014, the town amended its 
parking and signage requirements to facili-
tate the upgrade of the JV Mall, No sooner 
was that done then Simon Properties, the 
mall’s owner, underwent a corporate re-
structuring and sold the mall. The town is 
now waiting for the new owner to proceed 
with the upgrade.

In the meantime, there ARE signs of 
progress. The Staples Center, with the ac-
tive support of both the Town Board and 
the Planning Board, is undergoing a major 
facelift and a planned expansion. (Zoning 
changes also enabled the lower level of the 
main building to attract new tenants.) A 
new CVS and second building is planned 

across from the shopping center and indi-
cations are that as the Costco plan moves 
closer to getting its final approval, it will spur 
interest along Route 202. The Costco project 
will also pave the way for a potential mixed 
use development along Old Crompond 
Road between Best Plumbing and Costco. 

Streamline the development approval 
process so businesses can open up more 
quickly. This is a process that started in 
2010 when, as supervisor, I brought to-
gether developers and town staff and to-
gether we identified -- and implemented 
-- procedural changes in the approval 
process, procedures that continue to ex-
pedite the approval process to this day.  
Can more streamlining be done?  As a 
regular attendee at the Planning Board 
meetings, the answer is yes, especially in 
the area of improving communications 
between various town boards. 

Honesty. We need to stop blaming the 
town for causing delays in getting businesses 
open. Truth be told (and it seldom is), many 
of the delays are caused by the businesses 
and/or their architects and engineers.  One 
business stands out as a classic example of a 
property owner causing his own delays by 
continually failing to submit a proper site 
plan and then, once the site plan was ap-
proved, failing to submit the proper docu-
ments to the Building Department for his 
building permit.

Making Yorktown a destination. That’s 
why I helped start the Yorktown Trail Town 
Committee in 2014. We need to let folks 

know about Yorktown’s best kept secret and 
major asset and tourist attraction -- our net-
work of walking, hiking and cycling trails. 
The all-volunteer Committee is working on 
a series of initiatives designed to bring peo-
ple into Yorktown -- and tell them where 
they can spend their money once they’re 
here. Are there more opportunities to make 
Yorktown a destination?  Yes….which leads 
to…

Partner with the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Yorktown Small Business Associa-
tion. Create more reasons for making York-
town a destination. Sponsor joint meetings 
to brainstorm on issues, strategies and joint 
efforts. Identify problem areas for business 
and outline solutions. No one person or one 
group has all the ideas.  We need to work 
together.

And while we’re being realistic and hon-
est, let’s acknowledge what the town CAN’T 
do. The town can’t tell a landlord who to rent 
to, or not rent to.  Nor can the town tell a 
landlord to lower his or her rents. Given the 
tax code, some owners can actually make 
more money by keeping their spaces vacant.  
We’re a free market, capitalist economy. 
We’re not Russia. We don’t tell businessmen 
how to run their business.

In my 45 years in Yorktown, many of 
them working to promote change, I’ve 
learned to be persistent, aggressive, hon-
est, realistic, and above all, patient. Change 
doesn’t happen overnight, especially when it 
involves as many different moving parts as 
economic development.

Being Realistic – and Honest -- about Economic Development

to be able to be open and frank with each 
other without the PC police interfering. 
The frank discussions would help create 
a complete airing of everyone’s views. 
That is why we elected them in the first 
place. The public should not be looking 
over the shoulders of the board to see 

which councilman is going to say “the 
wrong thing.”  When the public is wait-
ing for the political “gotcha” moment, it 
does not create an atmosphere for pro-
ductive discussions. Rather it has a chill-
ing effect upon the crucial debate at the 
work sessions.  The “gotcha moment” is 
not in the best interests of the town and 

it does not help solve the problems of the 
town. The public will have plenty of time 
to express their concerns with the legis-
lation at the public hearing. I have heard 
that there are some people who want to 
make the work sessions “more transpar-
ent” and there is even a call for them to 
be televised. The next time you have a 

family meeting to resolve a family dis-
pute, set up the video camera and invite 
the neighbors. See how well that works 
out. Please give the board members some 
space to discuss the serious issues that 
confront the town. 

Gary aJEllo, Esq. 
Councilman 1983-1999

Reinventing the “Work Session” of the Yorktown Town Board
Continued from page 8
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Now 
Open!

FREE 
Delivery 
($15 min.)

Order on line at
www.

tophibachi.com

80 Route 6, Baldwin Place, NY 10505
(Somers Commons Shopping Center)

Next to New York Sports Club
914 628-8899 • 914 628-8855

www.tophibachi.com
Mon- Thurs 11:00 - 10:00 pm • Friday 11:00 - 11:00 pm
Saturday 12 Noon - 11:00 pm • Sunday 12 noon -10 pm

EXAMINER MEDIA PROOF

By Neal Rentz
Tappan resident Adolfo Godinez em-

phasizes there is only one thing retro 
about Retro Fitness.

“Retro Fitness is retro price, modern 
gym,” Godinez, general manager of the 
new facility in Cortlandt, said last week. 

The Cortlandt Retro Fitness opened 
on East Main Street on June 25 in the 
former location of Party Stop. “We 
thought that the Cortlandt Manor area 
and the Westchester County area needed 
a Retro, needed something that was fun 
and exciting and vibrant, just like we are,” 
Godinez said.

The new facility is affordable, Godinez 
said. Retro Fitness began a decade ago 
in New Jersey by its CEO Eric Casaburi. 
“It became a boom right away,” Godinez 
said. 

Membership starts at $19 a month 
while other facilities charge $99 per 
month, Godinez said.

The facility offers individual and small 
group training, as well as group classes, 
Godinez said. 

Retro Fitness provides “state of the 
art” exercise equipment, including car-
dio machines with personal televisions, 

strength training equipment, and free 
weights ranging from five to 125 pounds, 
Godinez said. 

“Everything is brand, spanking new,” 

he said. 
The new facility also provides several 

amenities including child sitting services 
with many things to keep children busy, 

a smoothie bar, a cardio movie theater 
workout room, locker rooms and show-
ers. 

“The hardest part of my job” is choos-
ing a film to be screened in the cardio 
movie theater, Godinez quipped. 

Aside from his administrative duties, 
Godinez is also an instructor. He began 
his Retro Fitness career three years ago 
as a spinning instructor and manager in 
Tappan. 

Godinez said he was motivated to pur-
sue a career in fitness based on his per-
sonal experiences. “I was overweight. I 
started working out. I loved it instantly 
and I wanted to help people transform 
themselves,” he said. 

Godinez is now able to help north-
ern Westchester residents transform 
themselves in a new venue. “I think it’s 
a great gym. It’s a great atmosphere,” he 
said. “We’re a family here. We treat all 
our members and potential members as 
family.” 

Retro Fitness is located at 3006 E. Main 
St. in Cortlandt. For more information, 
call 914-603-5001 or visit retrofitness.
com.

         retro Fitness
Cortlandt

NEAL rENtz Photo
Adolfo Godinez, general manager of retro Fitness, which opened in Cortlandt on June 25.

Businesses

of the Week
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July 4th Specials
Sale Prices Effective June 30 - July 4  •  All Prices + Tax & Deposit

Bud & 
Bud Light 
$2199
36 PK Cans

Bud & 
Bud Light 
$1499
20 PK Bottles

Rolling Rock
$799
12 Pk Bottles

Landshark
$1299
12 Pk Bottles

Beck’s
$1199
12 PK Bottles

Stella Artois
$1999
20 Pk Bottles

Twisted Tea
$1399
12 Pk Btls & Cans

Michelob Ultra
$1599
20 PK Bottles

Bud Light Lime
Lemon-ADE- Rita

12 PK Cans

Bud Mixx Trail
Premium Cocktail
$1299
8 Pk

Samuel Adams
$1499
12 PK Bottles & Cans

$1299

Bud Aluminum
$899
16 oz. 8 Pk Bottles
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Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival Presents 

The Arabian Nights:
a sexy, stylish, and scintillating 
magic carpet ride for 
21st-century audiences.

Use code: arabian25 to 
save 25% on for select 
performances on July 4th. 7th.13th.
For more info or to order tickets visit hvshakespeare.org 
or call the box office at 845-265-9575. 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens, Garrison , New YorkTh
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By Robert Montague
Community officials and residents 

gathered for a concert led by The Mar-
shall Tucker Band at the historic Para-
mount Hudson Valley Theater in Peek-
skill on Saturday night to celebrate 
almost a century of movies, plays, music, 
and events. 

Being one of eight remaining paramount 
theaters left, The Paramount Hudson Val-
ley Theater is a place that has survived due 
to the support of its community. Originally 
built for just films in the Paramount has be-
come a landmark in Westchester County. 
Throughout the years the theater has gone 
through many changes and renovations to 
keep it running. 

Fran Gibbs, former Peekskill Mayor, 
said the Paramount is special to her. 
Gibbs was a board member for the Para-
mount when it was called The Paramount 
Center for the Arts back in the 1980’s. 
Gibbs said she stayed a board member 
for at least 20 years. During those years 
the interior of the theater was restored. 

“It’s a gem!” Gibbs exclaimed. 
The theater has grown more recently 

in popularity after being renovated in 
2002 to have plays, music performances, 
and other events, such as the Peekskill 
High School graduation. 

Another former mayor of Peekskill, 

Westchester County Legislator John Tes-
ta (R-C/Peekskill), believes those reno-
vations kept the theater alive. During his 
term the theater received a $1 million 
grant from New York State for renova-
tions.   

“It’s great to be here 10 years later, I’m 
pleased all of the work has been main-
tained,” said Testa, who noted he saw his 

first movie, “Mary Poppins,” at the Para-
mount.

Kurt G. Heitmann, CEO of Red house 
Entertainment, started his company for 
the purpose of reviving and operating 
the Paramount. In 2013, he won the bid 
for it and has run it ever since.

“I just think that if you sit in this theat-
er, it brings you back to simpler times,” 

Heitmann said. 
Peekskill Councilman Joe Torres said 

the Paramount is great to bring people 
into Peekskill for entertainment, and 
it also helps the economy. What Torres 
loves about the theater is that it’s a place 
he can go that’s close for entertainment. 
He’s attended several shows and even saw 
“Jaws” at the Paramount as a kid. 

“It’s a beautiful theater, a great place 
for great shows,” Torres said. 

Bill Edwards is the Executive producer 
of Westchester All Stars Christmas for 
Wounded Veterans. For the last four 
years he has brought his show to the Par-
amount. Each year he said the show has 
grown thanks to the Paramount’s staff 
and support. 

“It’s always a pleasure at the Para-
mount. It’s spectacular,” Edwards said. 

Jonathan Close, General Manager of 
the Paramount has been in charge or 
running the theater since 2013. He says 
the theater is a very important compo-
nent in the rebirth of Peekskill and the 
Hudson Valley. 

“It’s a beautiful theater and we are very 
fortunate,” says Close. 

Close says his goal for the future of 
the Paramount is to make it the destina-
tion for theater and entertainment in the 
Hudson Valley. 

Paramount Hudson Valley Celebrates 85 Years

roBErt MoNtAGuE Photo
Abigail Adams, Jonathan Close, former Mayor Mary Foster and Kurt heitmann.
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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Yorktown Heights Engine Co #1 Fire Dept. Parade
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialFor many years, I have

written as “The Home Guru” 
for this paper and online and, 
in interviewing experts on the
real estate market and home
improvement, I’ve learned a 
lot about my chosen field. 

Allow me to put that knowledge
to work for you when it comes
time to market your home for
sale or to find your new 
dream home. 

I’d love to work with you,
so call me! ”

“

“

“

2015GenericRaveisAd_Layout 1  1/10/2015  4:52 PM  Page 1

845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com

Generators, Pool Heaters, Complete 
high efficiency heating and cooling 

systems now on summer sale!
Licensed, insured and bonded! 

Quality guaranteed! 

We make cool friends!

Remember the wine lists of the 20th 
century? It was as if an invisible hand 
crafted the lists of every Italian neigh-
borhood restaurant, every French bistro 
and every steakhouse. This monotonous 
uniformity fit the moment in Americans’ 
wine education. Offer them what they 
were comfortable with; don’t undermine 
their selections with wines con-
trary to their preconceptions and 
fixed mindset. 

I am pleased to report this is 
no longer the landscape for many 
restaurant lists. The focus of the 
lists has changed dramatically. 
More and more frequently, restau-
rant patrons are presented with a 
“beverage” list that is far ranging. 
I am seeing lists expanded to in-
clude wines from far-flung lands 
and wines with stratospheric pric-
es, including escalating mark-ups. 
More revolutionary is the expan-
sion into other alcoholic beverages. To-
day’s beverage list may include cocktails, 
craft beers and global whiskeys. 

It is increasingly difficult for many 
patrons to navigate these new lists; un-
derstanding the nuances of the choices 
presents an additional dilemma. In this 
new era, restaurants are employing a new 
strategy. They are hiring knowledgeable 

sommeliers. 
This new generation of “somms” is 

infusing new life into restaurants. They 
maintain the age-worthy standards of 
course, but then fan out to unfamiliar 
territories. By personally crafting and 
curating beverage lists, this new breed 
offers diners the opportunity to experi-

ment and seek out their next 
favorite wine.

Baby Boomers, Gen Xers, 
Gen Yers and Millennials alike 
are increasingly wine savvy, re-
sulting in more sophisticated 
wine and food palates. They 
are willing to spend more for 
the right wine to accompany 
a gourmet meal, and they are 
not hesitant to seek guidance. 
Why fumble through a list of 
unrecognizable - and unpro-
nounceable – names when 
your friendly somm can be 

your personal guide through the maze of 
today’s restaurant fare?

The expanded beverage list is creating 
quite a buzz for many restaurant-goers. 
No longer focused primarily on wines, 
these lists embrace pre-dinner cocktails, 
both traditional and those concocted by 
the new wave of mixologists. Combining 
exotic ingredients (herbs, bitters, spices), 

they can set-up one’s palate for the din-
ner course or be enjoyed as an after-din-
ner digestif. If you’ve brushed past this 
section of a beverage list, take a moment 
to pause and peruse the offerings.

In the past, beer selections were gener-
ally non-existent on lists. Today, with the 
proliferation of artisanal beers, somms 
are increasingly pairing them with food 
menus. My personal experiences have 
validated the compatibility of a number 
of dishes with finely crafted beers (my 
current favorite: St. Martin’s Belgian Ale 
with a robust fowl dish).

Whiskeys are gaining a foothold on 
restaurants’ beverage lists. Scotch offer-
ings are increasing, while small batch 
American bourbons are growing in 
popularity for pre-dinner imbibing. In 
a surprising move towards throwback 
spirits, small-batch Tennessee whiskeys 
are gaining traction on lists (I recently 
enjoyed George Dickel Barrel Select - 
with one ice cube).   

Along with expanded and upgraded 
lists come higher-priced wines. Curated 
lists may focus on European fine wines 
not available in wine shops, with prices 
in the three and four digit stratosphere. 
For those seeking a higher level of din-
ing, wine prices may not be a constrict-
ing factor. However, there are far more 

consumers who can’t (won’t) open their 
wallets for more than two or three (soon 
to be replaced) Alexander Hamiltons. 
This is becoming a dilemma for certain 
diners. Relief is not on the way. 

Over the years, I’ve learned to budget 
my disposable income for restaurant din-
ing towards higher priced wines without 
sacrificing my family’s nutritional needs 
or wardrobe expansion. However, I do 
object to the high markups on many 
of the wines I see on today’s wine lists. 
This egregious practice shows no signs of 
abating, although a handful of restaurant 
owners and sommeliers are defying their 
competitors with lesser markups. 

The goal of every restaurant should 
be to find the perfect fit for your palate 
and your wallet. After all, a contented 
customer is a returning customer. And a 
satisfied customer is a good will ambas-
sador for a successful restaurant. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

A Guided Tour of the Evolving Restaurant Beverage List

By Nick Antonaccio
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•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
         Petroleum

Clip This ad! 
Save $10.00 off your 1st Propane Delivery! 

When she visited at Christmas, my 
daughter Emma alerted me that there 
must be mold in our living room. She 
could sense it as soon as she walked into 
the room, which is used only for special 
occasions nowadays.

I looked into each corner of 
the room along the baseboard 
and found no evidence of mold. 
But a thought popped into my 
head and it was a correct as-
sumption. 

In one far corner is an early 
19th century chest with a glass 
door-enclosed bookcase on 
top displaying my collection of 
antique books about old New 
York. Sure enough, on the top 
shelf, a whole section of them, 
neglected for some time, was 
covered with a powdery film of 
bluish, dusty mold.

I closed the doors and 
thought, oh well, might as well ignore it 
for a bit longer, as we moved the holiday 
celebration to the library. 

But soon after Mark Jones, president 
of Certified Inspections, Inc., a home in-
spection and environmental testing com-
pany, came to the William Raveis office 
to present some important information 
about mold identification and removal. 

After the meeting I met with him pri-
vately to learn more. He identified some 
common myths about mold.

Myth: You can identify mold by look-
ing at it.

Truth: The only way mold can be iden-
tified is by having a sample analyzed 

under a microscope in a lab. In a Today 
Show exposé, reporters rubbed mascara 
on a hallway wall and called in a dozen 
mold companies to look at it. All of them 
said it was definitely mold and quoted 

prices to remove it. What else 
could it be? Discoloration can 
be caused by carbon, concen-
trated dust, dirt and other uni-
dentifiable matter. 

Myth: Mold is dangerous.
Truth: Mold is dangerous 

if it is present in substantial 
enough quantities. When sam-
ples are analyzed, the report 
not only tells you what kinds of 
spores were present, but how 
many of each were present. A 
low enough level presents no 
more danger than what you 
encounter outside your house. 
If the levels are high inside, 
then you run a serious health 

risk.
Myth: Mold is not dangerous because 

it is all around the environment.
Truth: The mold levels outside are 

always changing and some people are 
affected by the outside mold in the 
same way some are affected by pollen 
or pollution. If mold levels are sig-
nificantly higher inside one’s house, 
mold can cause severe respiratory 
damage, headaches, flu-like symp-
toms, and in severe cases, memory 
loss and cancer. 

Myth: Mold should be cleaned with 
bleach.

Truth: Bleach should NOT be used. 

Bleach only kills surface mold and evap-
orates leaving behind a residue of nitro-
gen, which is an element of fertilizer. In 
effect, you are feeding the mold spores 
that are under the surface or in the air 
and it can grow back even worse. 

Myth: I can test my air for mold with a 
Home Depot kit.

Truth: Growing a culture on your own 
tells you nothing about whether you 
have a mold problem because you are 
not comparing it to a control sample out-
side or gauging its growth time via any 
regulated methodology. The best way to 
determine if you have a mold problem is 
to hire a professional company that only 
does testing and have them take air sam-
ples with spore traps and swabs or tape 
lifts. Knowing how to collect data and 
how to interpret it is just as important 
as what equipment one uses to collect it. 
That’s why professionals are trained in 
their craft. 

Myth: Mold can make you sick if it is 
inside your walls.

Truth: Mold can only make you sick 
if you breathe it. If it is concealed in-
side your walls but not in the air of your 
house, it cannot affect you. That is why 
having air testing performed by a profes-
sional testing company that does not also 
do remediation is the only way to find 

out if the air is safe.
Myth: It is better to have one company 

do mold testing and mold clean up.
Truth: You should NEVER have the 

same company do both. If a company 
does clean up, also known as remedia-
tion or abatement, they have a reason to 
find a problem so they can make more 
money. An independent testing com-
pany with no conflict of interest should 
first test. If there’s a problem, they should 
write up an action plan outlining the 
scope of work for the mold abatement 
firm. The testing company should then 
re-test the completed work to make sure 
it was safely completed.

More information about Certified 
Home Inspections can be found at www.
certifiedinspections.com

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, real 
estate and development. His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

A Myth-Busting Primer About Mold Around the House

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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When I was in college, I appeared in 
a play called “The Madwoman of Chail-
lot” by Jean Giraudoux with the actress 
Linda Lavin, who would later go on to 
achieve fame as “Alice” on television. 

Most stunning about that produc-
tion, as I recall, were the amazing effects 
achieved by its lighting director, 
on staff in the theater depart-
ment, who was an incredible 
talent.

I remember that when the 
curtain rose for the second act, 
the stage was completely dark, 
and slowly a small pin spotlight 
illuminated only the face of the 
madwoman in the center of the 
stage. That lighting effect alone 
brought applause from the audi-
ence. Every scene of the play was 
an arresting study in shadow 
and light where brightness drew 
the viewer’s attention where it needed 
to be while other areas of the stage re-
ceded. I was mesmerized as I observed 
how light created movement and mood 
by playing off stationery surfaces.

Many years later I was reminded of 
my interest in stage lighting when Barry 
Liebman, director of Yorktown Stage, 
shared with me his feeling that a pro-
duction really doesn’t come to life until 
the lighting director does his job with 

a show, going so far to say that seeing a 
set dramatically lit for the first time has 
brought him to tears. 

His saying that convinced me that 
someday I should have a home where its 
lighting would be as dramatic as a stage 
set, and that would require a custom 

designed lighting system. But, 
having always lived in antique 
homes, my lighting was prima-
rily from traditional lamps. 

When I moved recently to 
a new condo at Trump Park 
Residences, however, my dream 

for dramatic lighting presented 
itself. I arranged with manage-
ment to have electrical contrac-
tors work with me to install a 
system to light my great room, 
which I had designed basically 
as an art gallery for my collec-
tion of portraits and landscapes. 

The lighting system I planned was to 
highlight the paintings on three walls: 
portraits on the “living room” side, pas-
torals on the “dining room” side and a 
large abstract on the third wall in be-
tween.

At first I was planning to hire a light-
ing designer, but I was lucky to find an 
electrician with sensitivity to my ideas 
and needs, P&K Electric, a father-and-
son team, in Yorktown Heights. Work-

ing in tandem with an electric supply 
company, Mid-County Lighting & Elec-
tric in Mahopac, we all worked wonders 
together.   

There were many technical challenges 
to overcome working on the fifth-floor 
condo with 10-foot ceilings, installing 
high hats in a soffit with insulation ma-
terial. The casing for the high hat units 
I originally wanted turned out to be too 
large to be accommodated in the soffit, 
but I had the good fortune to be assigned 
a job manager named Jimmy who was as 
much an artist as he was an electrician. 

Jimmy guided me every step of the 
way in terms of which product to use 
– we sourced a small LED light at Mid-
County whose imprint on the ceiling is 
only two inches square – as well as the 
appropriate spacing and angles of light 
to employ. He cut such clean holes that 
nary a speck of spackle was needed for 
patching the plasterboard.

Now completed, the overhead pin 
spots illuminate my great room/gallery 
in a warm and inviting way. Rather than 
being surrounded by flat walls with two-
dimensional shapes on them, the lighted 
paintings create great depth and rich-
ness to our space. While we have other 
traditional lighting sources in the room, 
it really requires no light other than that 
resting on the faces of the portraits and 

on the landscapes of the pastorals. The 
effect takes us to other acquaintances 
and distant places beyond the space we 
occupy. It’s transporting.

For a great electrician, ask for Pete at 
P&K Electric in Yorktown at 914-962-
3581. For supplies, ask for Steve at Mid-
County Lighting & Electric in Mahopac 
at 845-621-7128.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com). His real estate site is: www.Primav-
eraRealEstate.com and his blog is: www.
TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the services 
of The Home Guru and his team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

How I Added Pizzazz to My Home With Custom Lighting

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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In announcing the opening of a full 
service video production studio here 
called HD Media/Primavera Productions, 
co-founder Donald Kelly said, “As the de-
mand for web content increases, so does 
the need for quality video production, 
and I am delighted to partner with Bill 
Primavera of Primavera Public Relations 
to service businesses and individuals in 
the Hudson Valley region.”

Bill Primavera, founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, the longest running 
marketing company in Westchester, said, 
“That television production course I took 
long ago in college haunted me through-
out my professional career and whenever 
I had the opportunity to produce video 
for a client, it was always one of my fa-
vorite activities. However, I always had to 
outsource the service. Now it will be won-
derful to produce everything in-house. 
How lucky I was to find Don Kelly who 
has built this professional studio under 
the roof of Primavera PR and to have his 
vast experience and technical skill to run 
it, while our creative team scripts the vid-
eos and coaches our clients to appear in 
front of the camera.”

The HD Media/Primavera Studio is lo-
cated in Yorktown Heights at 2718 Hickory 
Street at the corner of Granite Springs Road 
in the historic Ebenezer White House. The 
studio features seven cameras, nine audio 
recording tools, 15 pieces of studio light-
ing, three settings, three backdrops, includ-
ing green screen, and a variety of formats 
from which clients can choose, including 
voiceovers, video profiles, “elevator pitch-
es,” and professional editing.

“Don is the technician and my PR team 
does the creative,” said Primavera, “the 
scripting and coaching primarily.” Kelly, 
who has done many videos in the real es-
tate field with agents, recognized the need 
for coaching to put his subjects at ease in 
front of the camera. “It’s amazing. These 
are natural born salespeople but much too 
often, I’ve seen a great video concept suf-
fer because someone is nervous on cam-
era. But Bill has experience on Madison 
Avenue, coaching for television appear-
ances, and that experience will be put to 
good use with our work here.” 

Primavera added, “Over the years, I’ve 
learned how to break down those walls 
between who a person is and the cam-
era lens. Video is so important today for 
search engine optimization, so I think 
we’ll have a good market waiting for our 
services.”

Prior to his entry into video produc-
tion, Kelly enjoyed a successful career as 
a mortgage banker for over 30 years, and 
therefore speaks the language of the real 
estate industry thoroughly, one area of 
concentration for the new enterprise. In 
that regard, he is a good match to Primav-
era whose resume includes being a real-
tor with William Raveis Real Estate and is 
known as “The Home Guru,” a branded 

weekly columnist for The Examiner and a 
blogger on the subject of home improve-
ment and lifestyles.  

Don Kelly also is involved with produc-
ing video of the Honor Flight of the Hud-
son Valley which flies veterans of World 
War II to Washington, D.C. four times a 
year for a whirlwind tour of the monu-
ments and memorials there.  

To discuss video concepts, call Bill Pri-
mavera at: 914-245-5390.  Or email: Bill@
PrimaveraPR.com

HD Media/Primavera Productions Opens in Yorktown

Founders of  hD 
Media/Primavera 
Productions, Bill 
Primavera (left) 
and Donald Kelly.
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Tuesday, June 30
Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 

Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. 
Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

swimming lessons: American Red 
Cross Swim Lessons are offered in our 
indoor warm water pool by certified 
instructors in Peekskill All levels are 
offered and private lessons are also 
available. Classes are conducted on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays Call 
Terri, manager of the Society Hill 2 
Recreation Center, at 914-737-4909 for 
more information.  

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Happy 
Hours are held on Tuesday nights in 
Mahopac and another location may be 
added. Take a 10-day vacation from 
processed foods. Are sugary, fatty, easy-
to-prepare, addictive junk foods making 
you feel sick and tired? Then reset your 
metabolism and break your addictions to 
unhealthy foods. For more information 
contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Wednesday, July 1
Fitness Program The POUNDTM 

Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fusing 
Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses, is offered at 
Theatre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. 
Katonah. Drop in or weekly discount 
rates available. The program is being 
provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 
-739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, July 2
ossining Independence Day 

Celebration: Kick off your Fourth of July 
holiday with live music and fireworks in 
Ossining. Enjoy multiple bands as well 
as food and fireworks. Concertgoers are 
encouraged to bring seating. Picnics are 
welcome. The free event will begin at 
7:30 p.m. at Louis Engel Waterfront Park, 
160 Westerly Rd. Fireworks will begin at 
9:15 p.m. Info: 914-941-3189.or www.

villageofossining.org.
somers library Exhibit: Jeanne 

Demotses will be exhibiting a collection 
of paintings in watercolor, oil and acrylic 
during the month of July at the Somers 
Library art gallery. There will be an 
artist reception at the library on July 11 
from noon to 2:30. For more than 20 
years, Jeanne has maintained a studio in 
Peekskill.  Her current studio is in The 
Hat Factory in Peekskill’s artist district.  
She was a member of Gallery 44 North in 
Peekskill, a founding member of Gallerie 
JJENTH, a member of the visual arts 
committee of the Paramount Center for 
the Arts in Peekskill organizing several 
juried exhibitions, and is on the faculty 
of the Putnam Arts Council in Mahopac. 
Jeanne also teaches classes and workshops 
in Heritage Hills, for the Yorktown and 
Croton Parks and Recreation Depts. in 
Westchester as well as portrait painting 
in her studio.  Please call the library for 
viewing times in the program room at 
914-232-5717, or visit us online at www.
somerlibrary.org.

Field Gallery Exhibit: The exhibit 
Jo-Ann Brody, Musings: Works in Clay 
will be held through July 31 at the Field 
Gallery, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill.  Info: 
914-737-1212.

Friday, July 3
Job Hunting Help: Free drop-

in, hands-on assistance with online 
applications, resume writing, e-mail 
accounts and more is held on Fridays 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the second floor 
conference room at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. Assistance is 
offered on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
This is not a computer class. Info: Cheryl 
at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC 
Early Childhood Center at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
The program is intended for children 
between the ages of 16 and 36 months 
and their parents or caregivers. Children 
can play, do art and socialize all under 
the direction of an experienced early 
childhood teacher .Pre-registration 
is suggested. Contact Jennifer at 914-
962-8430 or e-mail her at Jennifer@
rosenthaljcc.org.

Temple Beth am service: Every Friday 
evening at 7 p.m. Temple Beth Am, 203 
Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its doors to 
all who enter” for Shabbat. Our modern 
Sabbath service has a spiritual and 
engaging feel while following traditional 
modes. For information, please call our 
Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him at 
rabbiw@optonline.net .

Saturday, July 4
NFl Player’s Camp: NFL offensive 

lineman Derek Dennis will host a USA 
Football FUNdamentals clinic for 
children ages 5 to 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at Torpy Field in Peekskill. 
Registration will begin at 9 a.m. The free, 
one-day clinic is designed to introduce 
children to football by teaching basic 
skills in a fun and energetic environment 
and is supported through a grant from 
the NFL Foundation Registration before 
the day of the event can be made at www.
usafootball.com/fun.

love: “Love,” an exhibit about varying 
aspects of love in the 20th and 21st 
Centuries in paint, installation, video, and 
sculpture, is being held through Dec. 6 at the 
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art, 1701 Main. St., Peekskill. Artists 
include Alzamora, Barney, Bercea, 
Brenner, Brickley, Edmier, Feuerman, 
Gutheil, Hacker, Indiana, LeDray, Majic, 
Mapplethorpe, Neshat, Newsom, Otterson, 
Ozbolt, Pretzer, Ritterpusch, Ruckhäberle, 
Sadler, Tomasula, and Wathen.  Info: 914-
788-0100 or www.hvcca.org. HVCCA is 
also on Facebook. 

yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and 
services for people affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer, announces a free program: 
“Yoga-A Path toward Wellness.” It is 
offered every Saturday from noon to 1:30 
p.m., at Club Fit, 600 Bank Rd., Jefferson 
Valley. The program is open to women with 
breast, ovarian and gynecological cancer. 
To learn more or to pre-register, which is 
required, call Support Connection at 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

ossining Farmers Market:  Down to 
Earth Markets is holding the Ossining 
Farmers Market outside at the corner 
of Spring and Main Streets. The market 
runs every Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com for 
vendor details, events, and other updates 
at Ossining’s Down to Earth Winter 
Farmers Market.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-
ins, dues or fees. The group meets on 
Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the 
fourth floor conference at the Graymoor 
Spiritual Life Center, 1350 Route 9, 
Garrison. Info: call/text Lisa at 917-716-
2488

Sunday, July 5
Healing yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 

classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.com

Monday, July 6
God’s love:  It’s time to register for the 

Yorktown Cooperative Vacation Bible 
School at First Presbyterian Church 
Yorktown, 2880 Crompond Rd., Yorktown 
Heights The theme is “G-Force – God’s 
Love in Action:  Classes for pre-K through 
sixth grade students will be held from July 
6 to 10 from 9 a.m. to noon. Yorktown 
Cooperative VBS is held in partnership 
with St. Andrews Lutheran Church and 
Yorktown United Methodist Church. For 
more information or to register please go 
to the website at http://fpcyorktown.org/
its-time-to-register-for-vacation-bible-
school-2015 or call 914-245-2186.

sizzling summer Crafts: Sizzling 
Summer Crafts at the Somers Library 
for ages 16 to adult begins today. The 
program is being sponsored by the 
Friends of the Somers Library and 
presented by Judika Lieberman. All 
classes are held on Mondays from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. A materials list for each 
class is available at the library.  Class 
size is limited.  Registration and advance 
payment is required for each class.  There 
is a $5 donation to the Friends of the 
Somers Library to offset cost of the class. 
Payment will confirm your registration. 
Cancellations must be given one week 
before each class to receive a refund. 
To register please call the library at 914 
232-5717. The schedule is July 6 - Shells, 
Wreaths & Frames: Come and be creative 
and produce unique art.  Gather seashells, 
glitter, sparkly stones, ribbons, glue; then 
let your imagination take hold. July 20 - 
Personalize Clay Pots: Turn an ordinary 
clay pot into a show-piece. Bring as many 
as you want and see where time and 
paint takes you. July 27 - Paint on Glass: 
Let’s explore another art avenue. Bring 
in as many glass pieces to decorate and 
enjoy for you or for others as gifts. Aug. 
31 – Decoupage: Another opportunity to 
highlight your creativity. We will work on 
boxes and jars, to turn them into one of 
a kind of art.

Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 
Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays 
from 

9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown 
Stage Theater in room 12. The program 
is for older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial 
classes are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz sessions: Free Jazz Jam 
Sessions are being held every Monday at 
The Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main 
St., Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 063015

ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless married couple wishes to 
adopt. Loving secure home life. Hands-on 
mom & devoted dad. Large extended fam-
ily. Expenses paid. Felica & Tom. 1-844-
286-1066

ARTS & ANTIQUES
ALL PAINTING & PRINTS WANTED. 
ANY SUBJECTS. Water colors, old pho-
tos of NYC, baseball items, stamps, jew-
elry, comic books. Retired Police Officer. 
(914) 262-4494

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-586-
4884 binnekil@catskill.net

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cort-
landt Manor. Store help needed part time. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. Will train. 
Call Yolanda (914) 755-0970

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
Pleasant Paws Inn  LLC  Catering to the 
most discerning dog owners in Westches-
ter.  Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF A PUBLC HEARING

The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 13, 2015, 8:00pm, prevailing 
time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
NY to hear comments as it pertains to 
a Local Law to establish a “Community 
Choice Aggregation” (Energy) Program 
as follows: 
Section 1.  The Code is hereby amended 
by adding a new Chapter, entitled “COM-
MUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION” 
(ENERGY) PROGRAM as follows:

ARTICLE I
§1.  Legislative Findings; Intent and Pur-
pose; Authority.
A. It is the purpose of this Local Law to 
seek to reduce the cost of natural gas and 
electricity to its residents. 
B.The purpose of this CCA Program, as 
described to the Village of Pleasantville 
by Sustainable Westchester, is to allow 
participating local governments includ-
ing the Village of Pleasantville to procure 
energy supply service for their residential 
and Small Commercial customers, who 
will have the opportunity to opt out of the 
procurement, while maintaining trans-
mission and distribution service from the 
existing Distribution Utility.  This Chapter 
establishes a program that will allow the 
Village of Pleasantville, or its designated 
agent for that purpose, to put out for bid 
the total amount of natural gas and/or 
electricity being purchased by local resi-
dential and Small Commercial customers.  
Bundled Customers will have the oppor-
tunity to have more negotiating strength 
and consequential potential to lower their 
overall energy costs, and to improve cus-
tomer choice and value, by providing an 
additional alternative source for electric-
ity and natural gas; thereby, fulfilling the 
purposes of this Chapter and fulfilling an 
important public purpose.
C. The Village of Pleasantville is hereby 
authorized to participate in a COMMU-
NITY CHOICE AGGREGATION (EN-
ERGY) PROGRAM pursuant to Section 
10(1)(ii)(a)(12) of the New York Munici-
pal Home Rule Law; and State of New 
York Public Service Commission Case 
No. 14-M-0564, Petition of Sustainable 
Westchester for Expedited Approval for 
the Implementation of a Pilot Commu-
nity Choice Aggregation Program within 
the County of Westchester, Order Grant-
ing Petition in Part (issued February 26, 
2015) as may be amended, including 
subsequent orders of the Public Service 
Commission issued in connection with 
or related to Case No. 14-M-0564  (collec-
tively, the “Order”). Order shall also mean 
orders of the Public Service Commission 
related to State of New York Public Service 
Commission Case No. 14-M-0224, Pro-
ceeding on Motion of the Commission to 
Enable Community Choice Aggregation 
Programs (issued December 15, 2104) to 
the extent that orders related to Case No. 
14-M-0224 enable actions by the Village 

of Pleasantville not otherwise permitted 
pursuant to orders related to Case 14-M-
0564; provided, however, that in the event 
of any conflict between orders from Case 
No. 14-M-0564 and orders from Case No 
14-M-0224, orders from Case No 14-M-
0564 shall govern the CCA Program.  
D. This Chapter shall be known and may 
be cited as the “COMMUNITY CHOICE 
AGGREGATION (ENERGY) PRO-
GRAM Law” of the Village of Pleasant-
ville.
§2.  Definitions.
For purposes of this Chapter, and unless 
otherwise expressly stated or unless the 
context otherwise requires, the terms in 
this Chapter shall have the meanings em-
ployed in the State of New York Public 
Service Commission’s Uniform Business 
Practices or, if not so defined there, as in-
dicated below:
Bundled Customers – Residential and 
Small Commercial customers of electric-
ity or natural gas (“fuels”) who are pur-
chasing the fuels from the Distribution 
Utility. Small Commercial - Non-residen-
tial customers as permitted by the Order.
Community Choice Aggregation Program 
or CCA Program– A municipal energy 
procurement program, which replaces the 
incumbent utility as the default Supplier 
for all Bundled Customers within the Vil-
lage of Pleasantville.  
Distribution Utility – Owner or controller 
of the means of distribution of the natural 
gas or electricity that is regulated by the 
Public Service Commission. 
Public Service Commission – New York 
State Public Service Commission.
Suppliers – Energy service companies 
(ESCOs) that procure electric power and 
natural gas for Bundled Customers in 
connection with this Chapter or, alterna-
tively, generators of electricity and natural 
gas or other entities who procure and re-
sell electricity or natural gas. 
Sustainable Westchester – A not-for-profit 
organization comprised of member mu-
nicipalities in Westchester County, New 
York.
§3. Establishment of a COMMUNITY 
CHOICE AGGREGATION (ENERGY) 
Program.
A. A COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGRE-
GATION (ENERGY) PROGRAM is 
hereby established by the Village of Pleas-
antville, whereby the Village of Pleas-
antville shall cooperate with Sustainable 
Westchester by participating in the CCA 
Program to the full extent permitted by 
the Order, as set forth more fully herein.  
The Village of Pleasantville’s role under 
the CCA Program involves the aggregat-
ing of the electric and/or natural gas sup-
ply for its residents and the entering into a 
contract for the procurement of electricity 
and natural gas for its residents, which the 
residents may accept or opt out of, with 
one or more Suppliers for supply and ser-
vices.  Under the CCA Program, the oper-
ation and ownership of the utility service 
shall remain with the Distribution Utility.

B. The Village of Pleasantville’s procure-
ment of energy supply through a CCA 
Program constitutes neither the purchase 
of a public utility system, nor the furnish-
ing of utility service.  The Village of Pleas-
antville will not take over any part of the 
electric or gas transmission or distribu-
tion system and will not furnish any type 
of utility service, but will instead negotiate 
with Suppliers through Sustainable West-
chester on behalf of participating residen-
tial and Small Commercial customers.
C.In order to implement the CCA Pro-
gram, the Village of Pleasantville may 
adopt one or more resolutions that out-
line the process of and conditions for par-
ticipation in the CCA Program, including 
but not limited to signing a contract for a 
compliant bid with one or more Suppliers, 
all as consistent with the Local Law and 
the Order. 
D.The Public Service Commission su-
pervises retail markets and participants 
in these markets through legislative and 
regulatory authority and the Uniform 
Business Practices, which includes rules 
relating to the eligibility of participating 
ESCOs, the operation by which ESCOs 
provide energy services, and the terms 
on which customers may be enrolled with 
ESCOs.
§4.  Procedures for Eligibility; Customer 
Data Sharing.
A. As permitted by the Order, the Village 
of Pleasantville may request from the Dis-
tribution Utilities aggregated customer 
information by fuel type and service clas-
sification on a rolling basis.
B. Sustainable Westchester, on behalf of 
the Village of Pleasantville, shall issue one 
or more requests for proposals to Suppli-
ers to provide energy to participants and 
may then award a contract in accordance 
with the CCA Program.
C. Sustainable Westchester or the Village 
of Pleasantville if the Village of Pleasant-
ville so chooses, will then request indi-
vidual customer data from the Distribu-
tion Utility in accordance with the CCA 
Program.
D. Sustainable Westchester or the Village 
of Pleasantville if the Village of Pleasant-
ville so chooses, and the selected Supplier 
will then notify Bundled Customers of the 
contract terms and their opportunity to 
opt out of the CCA Program. 
E.  In accordance with and for purposes of 
the Order, the existing Distribution Utili-
ty, Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York, Inc. and/or New York State Electric 
& Gas Corporation] will provide to Sus-
tainable Westchester aggregate and cus-
tomer-specific data (including usage data, 
capacity tag obligations, account num-
bers, and service addresses) of all Bundled 
Customers in the Village of Pleasantville 
not currently enrolled with an ESCO.
F. Sustainable Westchester and the, Vil-
lage of Pleasantville will protect customer 
information as required by law, subject to 

Continued on page 19
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aCross
1 Henry would visit this eye 
doctor before going “up
the river,” ____ Ophthamology
7 Badly
10 Leaves alone
12 Negative shout
13 Altar area
14 Cultivate
15 Villain’s cry
17 Top
20 Carrier
24 Punky plus frozen water or 
Putnam Arena
26 Healthy salad additions
27 Starting area for Spieth
28 In place of
29 Favoring
31 Early life
38 ___ ball (terrible basketball 
shot)
39 Cause of unwanted moisture
40 Tach meas.
41 It’s got you covered

DoWN
1 Sound in a bar
2 “Yuck!”

3 Evidence
4 Junior, e.g.
5 Evil warrior in “The Lord of 
the Rings”
6 Maiden name...
7 Occupy
8 ____-Tzu
9 More common name for 
caustic soda
11 Chalk boards
16 The other woman
17 Highway radios
18 French-born sculptor
19 Carry out an action
20 “Oy, vey!” cause
21 Giant of a Giant
22 Trick taker, often
23 Thou
25 Butter up
29 It may not be easy to shoot
30 ___ van Winkle
32 “Waking __ Devine” Irish 
comedy
33 Price of a visit
34 Tax mo.
35 ‘60s hot spot
36 Special effects: (abbr.)
37 “May I help you?”

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27

28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39

40 41

Across

1 Henry would visit this eye doctor before going "up 
the river," ____ Ophthamology

7 Badly

10 Leaves alone

12 Negative shout

13 Altar area

14 Cultivate

15 Villain's cry

17 Top

20 Carrier

24 Punky plus frozen water or Putnam Arena

26 Healthy salad additions

27 Starting area for Spieth

28 In place of

29 Favoring

31 Early life

38 ___ ball (terrible basketball shot)

39 Cause of unwanted moisture

40 Tach meas.

41 It's got you covered

Down

1 Sound in a bar

2 "Yuck!"

3 Evidence

4 Junior, e.g.

5 Evil warrior in "The Lord of the Rings"

6 Maiden name...

7 Occupy

8 ____-Tzu

9 More common name for caustic soda

11 Chalk boards

16 The other woman

17 Highway radios

18 French-born sculptor

19 Carry out an action

20 "Oy, vey!" cause

21 Giant of a Giant

22 Trick taker, often

23 Thou

25 Butter up

29 It may not be easy to shoot

30 ___ van Winkle

32 "Waking __ Devine" Irish comedy

33 Price of a visit

34 Tax mo.

35 '60s hot spot

36 Special effects: (abbr.)

37 "May I help you?"

Crossword

Solution on page  18

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 063015

the Order and the limitations of the New 
York State Freedom of Information Law.
§5.  Choice of Energy Supplier; Opt-Out 
Notice and Procedure.
A. The Village of Pleasantville in con-
junction with the selected ESCO will no-
tify it’s residential and Small Commercial 
customers, by letter notice, of the Village 
of Pleasantville’s decision to establish the 
CCA Program, of the contract terms with 
an ESCO, and of the opportunity to opt 
out of the CCA Program.
B.The letter notice will be sent to each 
customer at the address provided by the 
Distribution Utility and explain the CCA 
Program and the material provisions of 

the ESCO contract, identify the methods 
by which the customer can opt out of the 
CCA Program, and provide information 
on how the customer can access addition-
al information about the CCA Program.
C. The initial opt-out period shall be 
twenty (20) days.
D. CCA Program Bundled Customers, 
upon enrollment, will receive a welcome 
letter that will explain the customers’ op-
tions for canceling the enrollment if they 
believe they were enrolled incorrectly or 
otherwise decide to withdraw from the 
CCA Program in favor of another Sup-
plier.  The welcome letter also will explain 
that residential customers are entitled to 

the added protection of the mandated 
Three (3) Day rescission period as de-
tailed in Section 5(B)(3) of the Uniform 
Business Practices. It will also explain that 
residential customers may opt out of the 
CCA program at any time by selecting the 
distribution utility or another ESCO as 
their energy supplier and providing the 
process for doing so.
§6.  Verification and Reporting.
A. Sustainable Westchester shall be re-
sponsible for filing an annual report with 
the Public Service Commission, which 
identifies the number of customers en-
rolled in the CCA Program by munici-
pality and customer class, the number of 
customers who returned to utility service 
or service with another Supplier during 
the reporting period, and the average cost 
of commodity supply by month for the re-
porting period.
Section 2.  This local law shall take effect 
upon filing with the Secretary of State

Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville

MISCELLANEOUS
OFFICE/ WAREHOUSE 1400 SF @   
$15.00 SF1 block from Train,Bus, shop-
ping, minutes to highways also has store-
front and  loading dock 914-216-0002

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for  
the next week’s publication

Continued from page 18
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Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384

EcOnOmy
Fuel Oil          Propane

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

 • Glaucoma Specialty Care
 • Glaucoma Laser Treament
 • Cataract Consultations
 • State of the Art Cataract Surgery 
    & Premium Lens Implants
 • Routine Eye Care

 • Age-Related Macular Degeneration
 • Dry Eyes
 • Diabetic Eye Exam
 • Minor & Major Eye Surgeries
 • Eyeglass & Contact Prescriptions

 Kerline Marcelin, MD
 Board Certified Ophthalmologist

 • Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

 • Specializing in the Medical & Surgical Diseases of the Eye

 • Academic Fellowship/Specialty trained in Glaucoma

 • Affiliated with Hudson Valley Hospital, Northern Westchester
    Hospital and New York Eye and Ear Infirmary at Mt. Sinai
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Yorktown’s Cole Haddock tries to bull his way past PV’s Zach Magarelli, who slaps tag on Haddock in Yorktown’ 16-9 win over PV in WPBA 9U action last Thursday at Legacy Field.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PLEASE VISIT WWW.HVSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE ACTION)

Yorktown Fillets Put Valley in WPBA Action
Grilled Haddock!
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Baseball NotebookSports

Patterson 11-U Team Pounding Foes

Yorktown’s Derek Patrissi  can’t get tag down in time on Put Valley’s 
Evan Mournier.

Yorktown’s Matthew Sanchez is tagged out by PV’s Mikey Venezia.

Yorktown’s Derek Patrissi slides in safely as PV’s Chris Borassi tries 
to make catch-and-tag play in Yorktown win over PV in WPBA action.

Yorktown Slugs  
Past Put Valley, 

16-9, in 9U WPBA Action

Put Valley’s Zachary Magarelli runs down Yorktown’s Matthew 
Sanchez in Yorktown’s 16-9 win last Thursday.

Yorktown’s Ryan Saviano takes a rip and drives home two runs in win over PV at Legacy Field.

Put Valley’s Connor Flynn connects in recent WPBA 9-U loss to 
Yorktown last Thursday at Legacy Field.

Patterson’s 11-U team has put together 
a tremendous spring and summer 
campaign, going 40-5 while placing 
second in the Baseball Heaven’s Father’s 
Day Tournament. Patterson’s Joe 
Nemeth, Nick Oster, Mason Compton, 
Eammon Shields, Dennis Ward, Matt 
Demme, Will Marsden, Kevin Dall and Nick 
Montagna have excelled under coaches 
Ryan Dall, Jim Oster, George Murphy and 
Dom Montagna. Nick Montagna leads 
the team with 10 HR and Kevin Dall has 
5 for Patterson, who swept the Danbury 
Hatters 7-2 and 5-2 last Saturday to 
improve 6-0 in summer NYEB action.



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

On the surface, Yorktown High senior 
Ryan Baker doesn’t look like a kid who 
might play a vital role in a NYS lacrosse 
championship, two Section 1 and Region 1 
lacrosse titles and a Section 1 football title 
bid. When he first burst on to the varsity 
scene as a 5’7” 145-pound sophomore, 
Baker stood out for two things; his speed, 
which was measurable, and his heart, 
which could not be calculated but became 
the driving force behind an All-American 
lacrosse career. The immeasurable – heart, 
soul, leadership, tenacity, modesty, etc. 
etc. – played a huge role in Baker’s high 
school athletic career and being tabbed 
the 2014-15 Male Athlete of the Year in 

and about the Northern Westchester/
Putnam Examiner region.

Baker eventually blossomed into a 
5’9” 165-pound UMBC-bound blue-
chip prospect and a two-sport captain at 
Yorktown, who tallied a GPA of over 3.1 
in the classroom and earned the respect 
of every opponent on the field. Among 
the most unselfish athletes in Yorktown 
history, Baker did the dirty work on the 
lacrosse field; winning 63% at the dot 
and scooping up a team-high 96 ground 
balls while converting from his natural 
midfield position to take the majority of 

the face-offs for the 37-time Section 1 
champion Huskers. 

Baker could also finish better than most, 
scoring 41 goals this season, including 
the last-minute, game-tying goal that 
nearly sent Coach Dave Marr’s Huskers 
back to the state championship during 
a controversial 10-9 loss to Manhasset 
in the NYS Class B Final 4. He added 
15 assists for 56 total points, second 
only to Monmouth-bound middie Mike 
Dedvukaj, his close chum, who knows 
“Bakes” about as well as anybody.

“He probably knows he’s going be the 
smallest kid on the field, so I think that’s 
what drives him the most,” Dedvukaj said. 
“He knows he’s going to get hit, but he also 
knows he’s the fastest and quickest kid on 

the field at all times. There’s nothing that 
kid can’t do because he loves to compete 
and that’s how he is so dominant, he just 
competes.”

On the football field, the All-Section 
Baker was a whiz, providing the yin to 
RB Nick Santavicca’s yang; the dynamic 
duo forming one of the section’s premier 
rushing attacks. As the starting two-year 
signal caller for Coach Mike Rescigno’s 
Huskers, Baker launched a career year 
last fall, guiding the Huskers to their 
first Section 1 Class A championship 
appearance since 1998, the last year of 

four Section 1 titles 
spanning 1993-98. 
He scored eight 
rushing touchdowns 
last season, averaged 
nearly six yards per 
carry and threw 
for eight TD passes 
while leading 
Yorktown to a 9-1 
campaign.

“He has a motor 
that is non-stop and 
he just loves playing 
and competing,” said 
Santavicca, who has 
been a teammate 
since grade school. 
“No matter if we are 
winning or losing, 
his motor never 
stops, and that is 
what you need in 
a leader. I’m very 
upset that I can’t play 
with Ryan anymore, 
but I had a great time playing with him. It 
was awesome.”

As he heads off to the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County this August, 

the soft-spoken, Baker leaves behind a 
lasting legacy; one of respect, and that of 
heart and soul. While those intangibles 
can’t be measured, they will surely not be 
forgotten.
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2014-15 Male Athlete of the YearSports

Heart & Soul Separates Baker, Makes Him Best He Can Be

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown’s Ryan Baker’s stellar lacrosse career produced an All-American 
finish.

Senior QB Ryan Baker led the Huskers to the best gridiron season since 1998.

River Bandits Crowned 
YAC Champs

Yorktown River Bandits won the majors division last week and members of  the team, including 
Tyler Campobasso, Michael Medwid, Jack Tinari, Robert Russo, Marc Pisani, Anthony Venditti, 
Cooper Malloy, Dan Redahan, Victor Reis, Kyle Cremin, Vincent Cicatelli and Jacob Sosinsky pose 
with the runnerups after winning it all.
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Yorktown All-American Ryan Baker excelled in two sports -- lacrosse and football -- during the 2014-15 school year and was just as strong in the classroom, making the UMBC-bound senior the distinct choice for 
the Northern Westchester/Putnam Examiner Male Athlete of  the Year... see sports

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Driven to Succeed!
Yorktown’s Baker Cooks Up Athlete of Year Nod


