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By Rick Pezzullo
Three days after joining an expanding 

field of candidates seeking the Republican 
nomination for the nation’s highest seat, 
George Pataki returned to his Peekskill 
roots Sunday to be amongst longtime 
friends and supporters who believe their 
“favorite son’ has what it takes to make it to 
the White House.

Several hundred people jammed into the 
Lincoln Depot Museum where President 
Abraham Lincoln stopped to make a 
brief historic speech in 1861 on his way to 
Washington D.C. to hear the equally lanky 
Pataki, who has never lost an election, 
proclaim why he should be taken seriously.

“I’m home,” Pataki declared to a throng 
of delirious, sign-waving believers. 
“Wherever I am, wherever I go, this is 
home. This is where my values were 
formed. This is where my heart is. I know 
the greatness of this country. We have to 
take this country back.”

Pataki, 69, grew up on a family farm 
in Peekskill. He was elected mayor of 
Peekskill in 1981, before being elected as 
a state Assemblyman, state Senator and 
Governor, where he served three four-year 
terms, leaving office in 2006. Each time, 
Pataki was considered an underdog, which 
he jokingly referenced.

“If you look at his history people have 
always underestimated his ability to win 
elections,” said former Peekskill Mayor 

rick pezzullo photos
George pataki addresses supporters at a campaign rally sunday at the lincoln Depot Museum in peekskill.

Former Mayor, Governor Tosses Hat into Crowded GOP Field for President

Peekskill’s ‘Favorite Son’ Returns Home for Rally

By Rick Pezzullo
A controversial methadone clinic in 

Peekskill opened on Corporate Drive off 
Highland Avenue a month ago without 
fanfare and has been serving a steady 
clientele since without incident.

“The world didn’t come to an end 
because we opened,” said clinic manager 
Debra Thomas. “We’ve had no problems. 
It’s actually been quiet and smooth. 
Things are going very well.”

The clinic, which is operated by Mount 
Kisco-based Lexington Center for 

Recovery, is open seven days a week. It’s 
not visible from Highland Avenue and 
can only be found by a sign with a large 3 
with an arrow and the words “Lexington 
Center for Recovery” in the rear of the 
property.

“We’re trying to be very open,” Thomas 
said. “I think there’s a lot of stigma about 
methadone clinics. One of our goals is to 
educate.”

With four existing methadone clinics 
located in southern Westchester cities, 
New York State was anxious to have 

a clinic in northern Westchester and 
tapped Peekskill, despite the city’s 
objection. Lexington Center, which has 
run a methadone clinic in Poughkeepsie 
for the last 10 years, has the capacity 
to serve 235 patients Monday through 
Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 
7:30 to 11 on weekends. Medication is 
only given for five hours on weekdays 
and two hours on weekends. 

A methadone clinic had operated 
at Hudson Valley Hospital Center in 
Cortlandt since 1979. In the summer of 

2012, Hudson Valley Hospital, tired of 
losing money with the clinic, entered 
into an agreement with the Renaissance 
Project to take it over. The clinic shut 
down at the hospital in July 2013. The 
Renaissance Project then went bankrupt 
and Lexington Center took over.

The Peekskill Common Council 
unsuccessfully sued the city’s Planning 
Commission in 2013 after the commission 
approved the clinic on two separate 
occasions. State Supreme Court Justice 

Meth Clinic in Peekskill Open and Operating Without Fanfare
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Westchester County Police

May 24 -5:40 p.m. – Rogerio Jost, 
56, of Croton-on-Hudson, was charged 
with Boating While Intoxicated after he 
crashed an 18-foot Stingray into a wood-
en sea wall near the Viking Marina in Ver-
planck and had to be extricated from the 
damaged vessel. According to witnesses, 
the Stingray was being operated at exces-
sive speed and narrowly missed striking 
several other boats before it hit the sea 
wall on the Hudson River. Jost was issued 
a desk appearance ticket at Westchester 
Medical Center, where he was admitted, 
charging him with BWI, a misdemean-
or. He was also issued Navigation Law 
summonses for reckless operation and 
operating a vessel above five miles per 
hour within 100 feet of the shoreline. He 
is due in Cortlandt Town Court June 9. 

State Police

May 23 
Investigators from the Brewster bar-

racks arrested Robert Petrocine, 24, of 
Peekskill, for assault and criminal pos-
session of a weapon following the report 
of a physical dispute in the parking area 
of the Bull and Barrel Restaurant on 
Route 22. Police were advised before they 
arrived at the scene that one of the sub-

jects involved in the altercation had been 
stabbed and the suspect fled the scene 
in a red Jeep. Brewster officers spotted 
the Jeep and interviewed the occupants. 
One of the passengers was identified as 
Petrocine, who troopers later learned 
had stabbed a 25-year-old Brewster man 
in the arm. Petrocine was remanded to 
Putnam County Jail in lieu of $100,000 
cash or $200,000 bond.

May 26
Darryl Costello, 45, of Mahopac, was 

charged with aggravated driving while 
intoxicated after being stopped on Route 
6 for failing to dim his high beams to on-
coming traffic.

Yorktown Police

May 21- 10:35 p.m. – Sarah Barr, 
25, of Yorktown, was charged with at-
tempted assault after allegedly trying 
to cause a physical injury to a female 
victim at a residence on Spring Valley 
Road by striking her with a broken pic-
ture frame. She was arraigned by Town 
Justice Sal Lagonia and is due back in 
court June 16.

May 22 - 9:13 p.m. – Benedict Pal-
omba, 19, of Port Chester, was charged 
with unlawful possession of marijuana 
after police conducted a self-initiated in-
vestigation on a suspicious vehicle in the 
parking lot of a closed commercial busi-
ness on Veterans Road.

May 23 - 11:34 p.m. – Joseph Schi-
avone, 29, of Mount Kisco, was charged 
with driving while intoxicated, unlawful 
possession of fireworks and other traf-
fic infractions after being stopped on 
Downing Drive for allegedly passing a 
steady red traffic signal.

May 24 - 2:43 p.m. – Eric Tutino, 34, 
of Port Chester, was charged with crimi-
nal contempt after allegedly harassing a 
female Locksley Road resident in viola-
tion of an order of protection.

May 25 - 3:40 a.m. – Kannard Manse, 
44, of Shrub Oak, was charged with as-
sault in the third degree following a com-
plaint from a female victim regarding a 
domestic incident.

May 26 - 5:51 p.m. – Eric Tutino, 
34, of Port Chester, was charged with 
criminal sale of a controlled substance 
for allegedly selling prescription pills 
on Springhurst Street on August 21, 
2013. Tutino was arrested as part of an 
undercover drug investigation by York-
town Police and Westchester County 
Police.

May 27 - 3:31 p.m. – Roy Monaro, 39, 
of Mohegan Lake, was charged with ag-
gravated unlicensed operation and driv-
ing while using a cell phone after being 
stopped on Route 6.

 Henry Blum, 63, of Croton-on-Hud-
son, was charged with driving while 
intoxicated after his vehicle ran off the 
roadway on Baldwin Road, near Gam-
belli Drive, and struck a tree.

May 28 - 7:58 p.m. – Vincenzo De-
raco, 38, of Yorktown, was charged with 
driving with a suspended driver’s license 
and two traffic infractions following an 
accident on Route 202.

Robert Petrocine

2         

 Police Blotter
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3

Special Spring Pricing 
on Select Homes

By Rick Pezzullo
According to the U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention, there were 
43,982 unintentional drug overdose 
deaths in 2013, more than half of which 
involved prescription medication.

It’s a growing trend that started in 
1996, according to Dr. Andrew Kolodny, 
head of medicine for Phoenix House in 
Shrub Oak, when doctors and dentists 
began prescribing pain killers more ag-
gressively.

“The epidemic today has been caused 
by doctors,” Kolodny claimed during a 
forum last week organized by the York-
town Citizens Task Force Against Heroin 
at the Elks Lodge. “Why is there sud-
denly a heroin problem in Westchester, 
Putnam, Dutchess and Rockland? It’s not 
about people behaving badly. Opioid ad-
diction is what’s killing people.”

On May 29, 2012, Steven and Sue Salo-
mone lost their son, Justin, to a drug 
overdose at the age of 29. Eleven days lat-
er, Erik Christiansen, an undercover po-
lice detective, succumbed to drugs after 
developing a dependency to painkillers.

“Erik lost his dreams because of drugs 
and prescription pills,” Erik’s mother, 
Carol, said. “If this young man can over-
dose on heroin, anybody can.”

The Salomone and Christiansen fami-
lies founded Drug Crisis In Our Back-

yard, a nonprofit community action 
organization, after learning of the large 
number of local families dealing with 
loved ones with drug problems.

“I miss him every day,” said Sue Salo-
mone, who noted she carries her son’s 
mass card. “Why Justin? We learned it’s 
a disease. He was a good kid. Those who 
are addicted have a broken wing.”

Ryan B., a recovering alcoholic and 
drug addict, told the about 40 people in 
attendance he began experimenting with 
prescription pills in pharmacy school. He 
was arrested a dozen times and hit rock 

bottom before deciding in 2010 it was 
time to make a drastic change in his life.

“Addiction had me and there was no 
way out. I needed life to go away. I had 
lost my spirit,” he said. “I had a beauti-
ful life. I had a fiancé. I traded it all for 
addiction.”

Ryan noted he has been sober for more 
than four years, has a two-year-old child 
and is executive vice president of a small 
pharmaceutical company.

Kolodny stressed a three-prong ap-
proach was needed to control the epi-
demic: prevent new cases of opioid 

addiction; treatment for addicts; and re-
duce over-prescribing and black market 
availability of medication.

Yorktown Councilman Tom Diana, a 
retired police officer who chairs the Task 
Force, said the community must come to 
grips with the fact the drug epidemic ex-
ists locally.

“Heroin use is not a trend. This is not 
going away folks,” Diana said. “We are in 
the eye of the storm. Tonight we continue 
the pursuit of the solution. Lives literally 
depend on this. If we save one kid we did 
our job. I don’t want to save just one kid.”

Yorktown Task Force Against Heroin Tackles Drug Epidemic

rick pezullo photo
carol christiansen of  Drug crisis in our Backyard 
talks about the death of  her son erik. 
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WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

START YOUR SUMMER OFF 
WITH 1 FREE MONTH* 

A WORLD APART

FITNESS
AS USUAL

FROM

*FIRST MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP IS FREE. $75 ENROLLMENT IS DUE ON JOIN DATE. 
MONTH TO MONTH DUES APPLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
12 AND UNDER MUST JOIN WITH AN ADULT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MONTH.

THIS OFFER ENDS ON 6/30/15

584 North State Road
Briarcliff

FUN 
FOR THE 

WHOLE

FAMILY!

600 Bank Road
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535

914-250-2750

SUMMER
CAMP

KIDS’
CLASSES

TENNIS
& SWIM

By Rick Pezzullo
Ilan Gilbert said he’s running for a seat 

on the Yorktown Town Board as a way to 
give back to the community, and he’s tak-
ing a somewhat unique approach.

A few weeks ago, Gilbert was cho-
sen, along with Councilwoman Susan 
Siegel, by the Democratic Committee 
to seek one of the two available council 
positions, but he opted not to be photo-
graphed with the rest of the slate, which 

includes Councilman Vishnu Patel, who 
is running for supervisor, Town Justice 
hopeful Richard Abbate, Town Clerk 
candidate Diana Quast and Westchester 
County Legislator Michael Kaplowitz.

Gilbert, who served as a town justice 
in Yorktown for five years, maintained 
he would be taking a page out of the un-
written judicial campaigning playbook, 
where judicial candidates traditionally 

don’t endorse other candidates for office 
and only tout their own credentials.

“I want to give this a unique try. I want 
to run on my resume,” Gilbert said last 
week. “When you stand next to other 
candidates it could be perceived as an 
endorsement. I don’t want it to look like 
I’m endorsing anything but myself. I 
don’t necessarily agree with what all the 
candidates stand for. I want to be able to 
work with everyone.”

The divisiveness on the Town Board 
in recent years is another reason Gilbert 
said he would like to be a councilman. He 
mentioned the inability of the board to 
fill past vacancies, during which he was 
suggested by Supervisor Michael Grace, 
a Republican, but was rejected by Patel 
and former Councilman Nick Bianco, 
was an example of the board not looking 
out for the best interests of the town.

“I was very surprised and I was disap-
pointed,” Gilbert said of being snubbed 
last year. “I really felt it’s something that 
could have worked. I have no problem 
with Mike Grace, Tom Diana or Greg 
Bernard. Mike and I are friendly but it’s 
not that I’m tied with Mike in any way. 
I also helped Tom in his campaign for 
highway superintendent (when Diana 
ran on the Democratic line in 2003). The 
ultimate team will be who the voters de-

cide who I should sit with.”
However, Gilbert, a court attorney in 

the Bronx for the last 33 years, said he 
has agreed to appear on palm cards with 
the other Democratic candidates and ex-
pects to go door-to-door with them at 
times.

“I will say I’m running on the Demo-
cratic ticket and vote for the candidates 
they feel are best suited for the town,” 
Gilbert said. “I want to run a clear and 
positive race. I will be an independent 
voice. I believe I have generated respect 
from people on both sides of the aisle.”

Gilbert was asked to run for supervi-
sor two years ago but stepped aside when 
the Democrats sided with Bianco. He 
then suffered some personal tragedies 
when his son committed suicide and his 
two parents, ages 97 and 93, died within 
10 weeks of each other.

He said he anticipates a Democratic 
primary and welcomes it. “I believe 
there’s a reason the primary race exists. 
The system exists to enable people who 
feel they have been shut out. I’m all for 
it,” Gilbert said. “I believe I can be an as-
set to the town and the board and bring 
some rationale, judicial-type thinking to 
the board. My perspective is my com-
munity. I speak on what I believe and my 
principles are very important.”\

Gilbert Running on His Resume in Bid for Yorktown Town Board

the Yorktown chamber of  commerce unveiled Friday the first New Year’s eve ball drop event 
in the town’s history will take place in downtown Yorktown on December 31. (photo by Bill 
primavera)
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 • Glaucoma Specialty Care
 • Glaucoma Laser Treament
 • Cataract Consultations
 • State of the Art Cataract Surgery 
    & Premium Lens Implants
 • Routine Eye Care

 • Age-Related Macular Degeneration
 • Dry Eyes
 • Diabetic Eye Exam
 • Minor & Major Eye Surgeries
 • Eyeglass & Contact Prescriptions

 Kerline Marcelin, MD
 Board Certified Ophthalmologist

 • Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

 • Specializing in the Medical & Surgical Diseases of the Eye

 • Academic Fellowship/Specialty trained in Glaucoma

 • Affiliated with Hudson Valley Hospital, Northern Westchester
    Hospital and New York Eye and Ear Infirmary at Mt. Sinai

By Robert Montague
For the fifth consecutive year, commu-

nity members gathered at Somers Mid-
dle School Friday night for Relay for Life 
to benefit the American Cancer Society. 

A team event, where people camp out 
and walk around a track, fundraise, and 
participate in various activities all night 
long since “Cancer Never Sleeps,” this 
year’s Relay raised more than $120,000.

The nights schedule started with the 
Survivor and Caregiver lap where people 
walk that have beaten cancer or people 
helping someone beat cancer. The teams 
then take to the track and begin walking.

While people walk there are on stage 
dance and music performances done by 
local kids. Activities such as a Ping Pong 
tournament, Bocce Ball, and more are 
also offered all night. 

This year 46 teams and 396 participants 
signed up and came together to raise 
money and have some fun. The teams 
can be made by anyone and are made for 
various reasons. Some raise money for 
cancer awareness, and some raise money 
for someone they love. Teams also fund-
raise by putting up tents to sell things like 
food and jewelry. 

Claire Turner started a team called 
“Daniel Strong,” a group formed to raise 
money for her son Daniel who was di-

agnosed with Leukemia in 2013. Turner 
said their team raised $14,000 for treat-
ment for Daniel. She said last year Daniel 
felt too sick to walk at the event, but this 
year he’s ready to participate. 

“It’s amazing to give to people in the 
community who have cancer, and to 
raise awareness for cancer and childhood 
cancer as well,” Turner said. 

Sarah McCannon, a staff partner with 

the American Cancer Society, assigned 
the committee of volunteers for the event 
and put it all together in her second year 
at Somers. “This year is bigger and better 
than ever,” McCannon said. 

McCannon said she joined originally 
because her mother is a breast cancer 
survivor. She explained her job gets 
more rewarding with the more people 
she meets, especially in Somers, and for 

her it never feels like work. 
“I think every community needs an 

event like this,” she said. 
Two other Relay for Life events are 

scheduled in the area over the next few 
weeks. Ossining will be holding its annu-
al Relay this weekend, while Yorktown, 
which has one of the largest Relay events, 
will take over the Yorktown Community 
and Cultural Center track on June 12.

Somers Relay for Life Raises over $120,000 for Cancer Society

 roBert MoNtaGue photo
somers relay for life kicked off  several fundraisers for the american cancer society scheduled in the local area.
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June Specials!

Olympic Diner
Where everyone can afford to eat out

Route 6 • Mahopac, NY • 845-628-0876
OPEN 24 Hrs •7 Days a Week

www.olympic-diner.com

FREE Dessert 
with Any Dinner

 Over 30 choices !

Lobster Fest
 Fresh Broiled 

Stuffed Lobster

$18.99
Includes

2 stuffed shrimp,1 stuffed clam, 
Soup or Salad

15% OFF
 any check Over $20

Entire menu
From 11am to 8pm

With this ad
Expires Exp 6-16-15

Special Breakfast Menu for Children
Fresh baked goods daily 

Senior citizens special daily
Starting at $9.95

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After 
Camp Care Available

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Proudly Supporting 
Relay for Life

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

We can help you 
go from this ....

Get your home 
ready for the 

holidays !

to this!

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

By Rick Pezzullo
The Yorktown Trail Town Commit-

tee has completed a map of the North 
County Trailway as it passes through the 
Yorktown Heights area.

The tourist-style map is designed to 
encourage trail users to take advantage 
of the many shops, restaurants and serv-
ices available as they enter Yorktown at 

Railroad Park.
“Trail users spend money, whether 

it’s for an ice cream cone or a sit down 
meal, to service their bikes or do some 
shopping,” said resident Mark Linehan, 
co-chair of the committee, which formed 
last September. “And what better place 
for visitors using the North County 
Trailway to spend their money than in 

the Heights hamlet, the only commercial 
area along the Trailway between Mill-
wood and Baldwin Place?”

The map is the focus of a new brochure 
called The North County Trailway at 
Yorktown Heights that will be available 
the first week of June at local merchants 
in the Heights area and other locations. 
A series of guided special events will take 

place on Saturday, June 6 as part of Na-
tional Trail Day, including a hike up Tur-
key Mountain, and bike rides and a bird 
walk along the Trailway.

The events will start at Railroad Park at 
1:30 p.m. with a reception following at Trail 
Side Café on Commerce Street, directly 
across from the North County Trailway.

The committee is also in the process of 
raising funds by donations and grants to 
erect two permanent Welcome to York-
town Heights gateway signs featuring 
the Trailway map at the north and south 
ends of Railroad Park.

Another project in the works is post-
ing specially designed “What’s Nearby” 
signs at five trail kiosks in town so hik-
ers know what services are available in 
the area. The signs are being designed 
by Kim Kroupa, a senior at Yorktown 
High School, as part of a civic internship 
program with the New York/New Jersey 
Trail Conference.

“The goal of the ‘What’s Nearby’ signs 
is promoting our local businesses,” ex-
plained Jane Daniels, a member of the 
Yorktown Trail Town Committee.

For more information about the non-
profit committee or to make a donation, 
visit www.yorktowntrailtown.com or 
send an email to yorktowntrailtown@
gmail.com.

Yorktown Trail Town Committee Completes Tourist Map

eD lachterMaN photo

Eagle Scout Trifecta
the athanasidy family of cortlandt Manor is beaming with pride as youngest son, christopher, is added to the eagle honor role of troop 174 on saturday, 
May 30 at the Grace lutheran church in Yorktown heights. christopher completes the “triple crown” of eagle scouts for robert and karen athanasidy by 
following his brothers, Bobby and Nick as an eagle.  only 5% of Boy scouts achieve the rank of eagle, but the athanasidys have batted 1,000.
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Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384

EcOnOmy
Fuel Oil          Propane

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Richard Smeriglio
Richard A. Smeriglio, a former Peek-

skill resident, died May 25 at Cortlandt 
Health Center. He was 86.

He was the former proprietor of the 
Oregon Hardware Store in Putnam Val-
ley. He was born in Beacon on April 
25, 1929, the son of Ralph and Kather-
ine Balser Smeriglio. He served in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War. He 
was the widower of Rita Smeriglio, who 
passed away in May of 1999. Richard lat-
er married Kathleen Kelly, who survives, 
and lives in Wallkill, NY. He was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus in East 
Durham, NY. 

Besides his wife, he is also survived by 
two daughters, Rita Sharples, of Cort-
landt Manor, and Carman Johnson of 
Beacon, NY; his grandchildren, Law-
rence Sharples and Karl Rennalls, and 
his stepchildren, Robert, John, Barbara, 
Tim, and Michael Lippert, and several 
nieces and nephews. Besides his first 
wife, he is also predeceased by a brother, 
Warren Smeriglio, and 2 stepchildren, 
Jim and Kathy. Memorial donations may 
be made to the American Cancer Society 
, or the National Kidney Foundation . 

Gloria Ward
Gloria P. Ward, a lifelong Peekskill 

resident, died May 24 at her home. She 
was 87. 

She was born in Peekskill on Septem-
ber 6, 1927, the daughter of Fred J. and 
Florence Belford Bianco. On July 11, 
1948, she married Homer Ward at As-
sumption Church. Mr. and Mrs. Ward 
were longtime supporters of the Peekskill 
Lapolla Little League, from its inception 
in 1964, he, until his death in 1992, and 
her up until one year ago. 

Mrs. Ward is survived by her son, 
Kevin and his wife, JoAnne, of Peek-
skill, her grandson, Kevin Ward, Jr., and 
his wife, Sara Ward, also of Peekskill, 
her great-grandchildren, Giovanni and 

Giuliana Ward, a sister-in-law, Priscilla 
Bianco, and a niece and nephew, Amy 
Margiotta and Fred J. Bianco III. Besides 
her husband, she was predeceased by a 
brother, Fred “Jay” Bianco Jr. 

Kennen Kinzler
Kennen Rosamonde Kinzler, a resi-

dent  of Shrub Oak, died May 20 at her 
residence. She was 80.

She was born on July 29, 1934, to the 
late Robert and Rosamonde Pratt in 
St. Clair, Mich. She was a retired social 
worker with the Westchester County 
Department of Social Services in White 
Plains. She was a graduate of SUNY 
Purchase, an avid gardener, reader and 
an advocate of human rights and social 
justice. 

Mrs. Kinzler was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Warner Kinzler, in 
1972, her daughter, Frances Grandia, 
son Karl Kinzler and one brother, Robert 
(Gus) Pratt. She is survived by her lov-
ing children, Mary Alice (Francis Xavier) 
Bracken, of San Jose, Calif., Susan (Phil-
lip) McBrearty of Oswego, N.Y., Rosa-
mond (Carl Bespolka) Kinzler of Valhal-
la and Frederick (Rachel Smith) Kinzler 
of Trumbull, Conn.; two sisters, Jeanne 
Pratt of Milford, N.H. and Joan Semrai 
of Wakefield, R.I.; her cherished grand-
children, Jamis, Amber (Gordley Jar-
rett), Corrianna Simon (Patrick) Gran-
dia, Karla Bracken, Kennen and Margo 
McBrearty, Robert Kinzler and Carl and 
Olivia Bespolka; great-grandchildren 
Kenya and Nyali Jarrett and Brenden and 
Connor Simon; and her beloved dog, 
Zoe. 

Elvira Fariello
Elvira Fariello, a resident of Yorktown 

Heights, died May 23 at her residence. 
She was 91.

She was born on Nov. 27, 1923, to 
the late Frank and Bosaria Terrano in 
New York City. She was predeceased by 

her devoted husband, Joseph Fariello, 
and by her loving daughter, Laura Mi-
rande, both in 1991. She is survived by 
her cherished grandson, Brian Mirande 
(Tabitha Miller), of Wappingers Falls 
and one great-granddaughter, Adriana 
Sophia Mirande. She is also survived 
by her son-in-law, Thomas Mirande, of 
Dover Plains, N.Y. and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Deborah Lecce,
Deborah A. Lecce, a resident of York-

town Heights, died May 23. She was 49.
She was born in Troy, NY on February 

14, 1966 to Ronald and Ethel LeVan. She 
graduated from Potsdam State Univer-
sity and was a member of the Zeta Gam-
ma Sigma Sorority. On October 3, 1992, 
she married Edward Lecce and lived in 
West Harrison, NY until 1998 when they 
moved to Yorktown Heights. Debbie 
worked as a graphic designer for Gannett 
Newspaper for 21 years then worked as a 
Freelance Graphic Artist.

Debbie bravely fought an almost eight-
year battle with breast cancer. Debbie 
and her 6 “Divas” were actively involved 
with fund raising for the past 7 years for 
both the Support Connection and the 
American Cancer Society.

She was a devoted and loving moth-
er and wife. Her children gave her the 
strength to fight. Their happiness and 
well-being was always her priority.

Debbie is survived by her husband Ed-
ward; children Kaitlin and Kristin; her 
mother Ethel LeVan; brothers Ronald, 
Keith and Timothy LeVan; her mother-
in-law and father-in-law Pat and Vincent 
Lecce and several nieces and nephews. 
Her father, Ronald Sr., predeceased Deb-
bie.

Donations may be made in Debbie’s 
honor to the Support Connection, Inc., 
40 Triangle Center, Suite 100, Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598.

Obituaries
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State Tax Cap Paying Off for Property Owners
When Governor Andrew Cuo-

mo first proposed a two percent 
cap on school district and local 
government tax collections, there 
were a lot of moans and groans, 
particularly from elected and 
school officials who bemoaned 
how on Earth would they be able 
to balance a budget and cover all 
their expenses without being able 
to ask taxpayers to reach deeper 
into their wallets.

Well, lo and behold, Cuomo’s 
much criticized plan seems to be 
paying off. Budgets in all local 
school districts a few weeks ago 
were approved handily without 
any major layoffs or program cuts. 
Schools are open and children are 

being educated. Somehow, some 
way, districts are managing to live 
within their means.

Local government budgets have 
also been coming in lean and 
mean, and services are being pro-
vided. Garbage is being picked up, 
roads are being paved and swim-
ming pools are getting ready to 
open.

In 2014, a report showed only 18 
of 673 school districts statewide 
exceeded the tax cap. Clearly, 
Cuomo’s message was heard loud 
and clear.

The cap does have some wiggle 
room to pay for legal settlements 
or special construction projects 
and there are instances where the 

cap can be overridden, but for the 
most part it has proven to be an 
effective barrier that has made 
government and school officials 
think long and hard about spend-
ing money unless it’s absolutely 
necessary.

Politicians often get hammered 
for many things they say and con-
coct. In this case, Cuomo should 
be thanked for tackling a situation 
that was getting out of control, 
applying the brakes and forcing a 
much needed change in munici-
pal and education budgeting.

If only now he would do some-
thing about all those state man-
dates that are strangling every-
one?

Editorial

The difference between facts and spin
To the Editor,

As we all know, taking words out of 
context can give false impressions.  That’s 
exactly what Supervisor Grace is doing 
when he cites a September 3, 2010 press 
release I wrote when I was supervisor. By 
deliberately taking my words out of con-
text, he’s trying to show that in 2010 there 
were plans to develop Granite Knolls for 
active recreation.

Not true. Let me state unequivocally, 
when the Town Board voted to purchase 
Granite Knolls in April, 2010 – in a 3-2 
vote with Councilman Murphy and I 
voting against the acquisition --  there 
was NO PLAN to develop any portion 
of the site for active recreation, e.g., ball 
fields. 

The September 3, 2010 press release 
--  that the Republicans are intentionally 
misrepresenting -- dealt with a proposal 
I made to split off and sell some of the 
proposed 200 acre acquisition in order 
to realize revenue that could be used  to 
pay for over $1 million worth of park im-

provements on the Parks & Recreation 
Department’s Capital Projects Plan.  Ball 
fields or improvements at Granite Knolls 
were not in the Plan. The FULL press re-
lease is available at www.yorktownbetter-
government.org.  Read it and judge for 
yourself.

What’s even more telling as to what 
the town’s intentions were  in 2010 is a 17 
point memo from Jennifer Fava,  the then 
Superintendent of Parks of Recreation. 

Responding to Councilman Murphy’s 
surprise plan at the October 19,2010 
Town Board meeting that the town 
should set aside $25,000 to clear an ex-
isting field  for use as “practice fields” at 
Granite Knolls, Ms. Fava wrote the next 
day:

“As I was not previously consulted 
about the building of a practice field at 
the Granite Knoll site, in response to 
your email I believe I should notify you 
of a number of issues that should be 
known/considered before doing any-
thing at this site.”

Among Ms. Fava’s 17 issues  are:   

•“What size and what type of field are 
they looking to construct?”
•“The Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion and the Parks and Recreation Su-
perintendent have not been included 
in any discussion pertaining to the 
immediate creation of a field at this 
site.

It’s clear from Ms. Fava’s memo that 
there were NO PLANS to create active 
recreation facilities at Granite Knolls. All 
there was was a seat-of-the-pants, im-
promptu, not thought out proposal from 
Councilman Murphy that was, at best, 
the equivalent of a “sketch on a napkin.”   

Shoppers are advised:  Buyer Beware.  
The same holds true for voters: Beware of 
campaign spin. Question what you hear 
or read. Demand the facts.  And then 
judge for yourself.

SuSan SiEgEl
Town Councilwoman

Letters
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The Belmont: The Coronation of a King…
or at Least a Pharoah!

By Charles Palombini
For the third time in four years the 

Belmont Stakes will provide the stage for 
a champion thoroughbred to end horse 
racing’s 37-year Triple Crown drought. 
His name is American Pharoah, and he 
seems well poised to add racing’s most 
elusive jewel, known as the Belmont 
Stakes, to his tiara that already includes 
the first two gems of racing’s Triple 
Crown: the Kentucky Derby and the 
Preakness Stakes. 

It’s been 37 years since a horse named 
Affirmed won all phases of this triathlon 
of racing, and now many pundits in the 
racing world wonder if it will ever be du-
plicated. There have been a number of 
contenders in the last 37 years that have 
won the first two legs, but for one reason 
or another, have not been able to clear the 
last hurdle. Usually, it’s because they are 
just not made of the stuff that separates 
the greatest from the great. That will not 
be the case this year. I have been singing 
the praises of American Pharoah since 
before his great win at the Kentucky Der-
by. I had the honor of watching him race 
three times before he entered the starting 
gate in Kentucky and it was evident that 
this horse was very special. He displayed 
all the qualities that are necessary for a 
horse to win the Triple Crown. 

If you read my last article about his at-
tack on the Preakness, you will recall that 
I didn’t mention even one other competi-
tor in the race. That’s because American 
Pharoah is that dominating and it would 
have been foolish to try and make a 
case for his defeat at the Preakness. This 
champion “is” made of the stuff that sep-
arates the greatest from the great! And if 
he is all that I think he is you will have a 
chance to see history at the storied race 
track they call Belmont Park on June 6. 

Belmont is a magnificent facility, 
opened in 1902 and rebuilt during the 
pinnacle of thoroughbred racing’s suc-
cess in 1968. It is the largest racetrack 
in America, sporting a one-and-a-half 
mile oval with wide swooping turns and 
a long stretch that offers the opportunity 
for an exciting finish in every race. The 
grandstands can easily accommodate 

70,000 fans but I’m sure it will be tested 
to its capacity of 90,000 come race day. 
Don’t let the anticipated crowd keep you 
away. This is truly a once in a lifetime 
event that should be on everyone’s bucket 
list. It could be as rare as Halley’s Comet. 
The difference is you’re guaranteed to see 
Halley’s Comet every 75 years…a Triple 
Crown champion…who knows when 
the next one will come along? 

So, here’s the burning question: Which 
horses in this year’s field have a chance of 
taking down the impressive Pharoah and 
ruining yet another Triple Crown bid? 
While as many as 11 may go to post I can 
only make a case for four that actually 
have a chance to influence the outcome. 

 
Frosted

Frosted is a rather tricky horse to fore-
cast. The colt has had a roller-coaster 
2015 campaign to this point, finishing 
second and fourth before finally notch-
ing a win in the Wood Memorial. He 
went on to place fourth in the Kentucky 
Derby and was held out of the Preakness 
Stakes.

This horse’s tendencies are best dis-
played in the Kentucky Derby and Wood 
Memorial. In both races, he started 
slowly, quickly finding himself near the 
rear of the pack. However, both times he 
rallied, passing the majority of the field 
with a fantastic late-race burst. That tac-
tic earned him a win in the Wood Me-
morial, but he couldn’t find his way to 
the front of a much larger and far more 
talented Kentucky Derby field.

Materiality

One of four Todd Pletcher-trained 
horses held out of the Preakness Stakes, 
Materiality was expected to be highly 
competitive in the Kentucky Derby but 
finished in a disappointing sixth place. 
Although, like Frosted, he displayed a 
late-race push at Churchill Downs that 
will likely intrigue bettors on the day of 
the Belmont Stakes.

Materiality was caught up in early traf-

fic at Churchill Downs, and with nearly 
a half mile left to race, the colt began to 
run hard. He put on an impressive show, 
passing some hard-charging contenders 
to finish 7 3/4 lengths behind Pharoah. 
A better start will go a long way for Ma-
teriality, and that showed up in his 1 
1/2-length Florida Derby win.

At Gulfstream Park, Materiality got a 
nice jump out of the gate, immediately 
settling into second position. He main-
tained a brisk pace, holding that spot for 
half of the 1 1/8-mile race. When asked 
to run, he found another gear and pulled 
away from the pack with ease, outlasting 
a very good field. That kind of endurance 
will go a long way at Belmont Park.

 
Carpe Diem

Carpe Diem produced a shockingly 
terrible performance in the Kentucky 
Derby. He was touted as one of the hors-
es to watch at Churchill Downs. He ap-
peared to break just fine, finding himself 
near the front early on, but he would go 
on to finish 10th without any kind of ex-
cuse.

The reason to give Carpe Diem a 
chance in the Belmont Stakes is due to 
his body of work leading up to the Ken-
tucky Derby. He began 2015 with a flour-
ish, winning both the Tampa Bay Derby 
and Blue Grass Stakes. While his speeds 
weren’t overly impressive in either race, 
he showed an extra gear down the final 
stretch and didn’t appear to be losing 
steam—a good sign for his capability of 
running a longer race. As long as Carpe 
Diem can shake off whatever ailed him 
at Churchill Downs, his talent and rested 
legs will make him a horse to watch at 
Belmont.

Tale of the Verve

Despite finishing as the runner-up at 
the Preakness Stakes, Tale of Verve’s odds 
are expected to be about 28-1 to win the 
Belmont Stakes. The difference in dis-
tance and the horse’s sprinting style ex-
plains why he isn’t more highly regarded 

for the Belmont. But 28-1 is downright 
disrespectful. This horse is talented and 
clearly has the ability to stretch out his 
speed. He can make it a race, especially 
if American Pharoah’s jockey makes a 
premature move to catch the early leader.

 
American Pharoah Will 
Win the Triple Crown

 The most encouraging thing about 
American Pharoah is that he has shown 
the ability to win in different ways against 
the toughest of competition. Remember, 
he had four consecutive graded stakes 
victories before he won the Derby. And 
when he ran against a very large and tal-
ented field in the Derby his jockey had 
to be patient and let the race develop 
around him. He had to use both speed 
and a tactic known as stalking to keep 
American Pharoah in contention. In the 
end he displayed an ability to close as he 
chased down Dortmund and Firing Line 
to win the race by just over two lengths. 

Two weeks later, in Baltimore, it was a 
different strategy. On a shorter track at 
the Preakness Stakes—and starting from 
the rail in wet conditions—American 
Pharoah wasted no time showcasing his 
dominant speed. It was a wire to wire 
victory that made a clear statement that 
this horse had multiple running styles.

While those two performances were 
certainly remarkable, a fatigued Pha-
roah must now face off against a field of 
rested contenders that have far fresher 
legs. The fact the Belmont is a lengthy 1 
1/2-mile race only increases the level of 
difficulty. But American Pharoah is still 
the pick here. Endurance will be the key 
in the Belmont, and something tells me 
this colt will show us he’s got that weapon 
tucked away in his arsenal of talent.  

So if you can’t make it to the track 
make sure you tune in to the broadcast 
of what promises to be a history-making 
event. And if you miss it? Well, you can 
always catch Halley’s Comet in July of 
2061.

Charles Palombini is a Cortlandt resi-
dent and owner of thoroughbred horses.

Graduating high school seniors 
from four high schools will be honored 
Wednesday, June 10 when The Justin Ve-
atch Fund presents each of them with a 
$1,000 scholarship and a personally in-
scribed metronome. The metronomes 
are professional wind-up devices that can 
be put to use in practice or proudly dis-
played as a symbol of accomplishment. 

Yuika Abe of Rye, Gabriella Landicino 
of Yorktown, Katherine Amber Lewis 
of Goldens Bridge, and Gregory Tock of 
Mahopac will receive their awards at a 
ceremony held at John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak.  The 6 p.m. pro-
gram will include a keynote talk by sing-
er-songwriter Jessica Lynn. The public is 
invited to attend.

annual Scholarships Began 
in 2009

The Justin Veatch Fund honors the 
legacy of Yorktown High School sen-
ior Justin Veatch, who died tragically 
of an accidental drug overdose in 2008. 
The Fund has awarded scholarships to 
16 musically talented graduates since 

2009. “Being able to keep these scholar-
ships coming and expand the number is 
a point of pride for us,” says Jeffrey Ve-
atch, Justin’s father.  “We started with 
one scholarship for a Yorktown graduate 
who was a personal friend of Justin’s and 
now we are inviting applicants from high 
schools in our surrounding area for four 

Justin Veatch Fund to Award Scholarships to Students

continued on page 10
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scholarships. The quality of the talent 
and level of community spirit exhibited 
by these young people is heartening and 
something that needs to be rewarded.”

This Year’s Recipients

Yuika abe, graduating from Rye High 
School, sings, plays piano, and writes 
songs. Her recently completed EP “Shoes” 
was produced by Peter Calo -- known for 
his work with Carly Simon, James Taylor, 
and Hall & Oats.  Calo says Abe works at 
a level well beyond her years with beauti-
ful melodies and mature, thoughtful lyr-
ics.  She has frequently been featured as 
a soloist in the chorus and vocal ensem-
ble at Rye High School, and performed 
at a Justin Veatch Fund concert in 2012 
headlined by former NY Yankee Bernie 
Williams and his All Star Band. Abe has 
still not decided which college to attend, 
but has been accepted to Berklee, Pur-
chase College, and Liverpool Institute of 
Performing Arts, among others.

gabriella landicino, graduating from 
Yorktown High School, plays clarinet 
and piano but her real forte is singing 
jazz, along with musical theater.  One of 
her teachers calls Landicino one of the 

most talented student vocalists she has 
ever worked with. She adds, “You should 
enjoy her jaw-dropping talent now for 
free, or pay nicely for a ticket in the fu-
ture.”  Landicino was also featured in the 
Justin Veatch Fund concert headlined by 
Bernie Williams in 2012. Playing the lead 
role in “Hello Dolly” at Yorktown High 
School stands as one of her most notable 
recent performances. Landicino plans to 
study jazz and theater as well as interna-
tional business at Marist College.

Katherine amber lewis, graduat-
ing from John Jay High School, sings, 
composes songs, and plays piano. Lewis 
first became known to The Justin Veatch 
Fund when she attended its 2010 Two-

Day Summer Music Workshop.  There, 
she connected with artist and vocal 
coach Sloan Wainwright, and has since 
performed as a backup vocalist and fea-
tured vocalist at a variety of Wainwright’s 
concerts. Lewis also performed at The 
Justin Veatch Fund concert headlined 
by Bernie Williams in 2012. One of her 
teachers describes Lewis as a hard work-
ing, self disciplined student who mo-
tivates others with her kind words and 
considerate actions. Lewis plans to study 
composition, music education, and mu-
sic performance at New York University.

gregory Tock, graduating from Ma-
hopac High School, is a drummer and 
percussionist who also plays electric 
bass and piano. In addition to his active 
resume of high school performances and 
selection to the Northern Westchester 
Honors Youth Wind Ensemble, Tock 
formed the classic rock cover band Dead 
End in 2009.  His main project today is 
the jazz/fusion band Crush, which re-
cently completed the album “Fruit Sal-
ad.”  Also notable is the fact that Tock 
achieved the rank Eagle Scout after rais-
ing $3,000 to build a musical playground 
for the Westchester Exceptional Chil-
dren’s School in North Salem. He says 
the musical playground helps autistic 

students become more keenly aware of 
their surroundings and stimulates their 
interactions with each other. Tock plans 
to study music technology and percus-
sion performance at New York Univer-
sity.

The Justin Veatch Fund’s Mis-
sion

The Justin Veatch Fund is a 501(c)3 
Organization and recognized New York 
State charity. The Fund co-sponsors 
monthly open mic nights, creates mu-
sic workshops for teens and sponsors 
concerts that afford talented teens the 
opportunity to open for well-known 
headliners.  Jeffrey Veatch, Justin’s father, 
also travels around the region deliver-
ing a multi-media talk titled “A Message 
from Justin” which addresses the issue of 
substance abuse among youth. As of this 
month the talk has reached more than 
21-thousand young people in New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut. Justin’s sto-
ry is also told in the documentary Whis-
pering Spirits which premiered last No-
vember at the Jacob Burns Film Center 
in Pleasantville, NY. The 28-minute doc-
umentary is available to organizations 
for screenings at no charge by contacting 
info@whispering-spirits.com. 

10         

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialFor many years, I have

written as “The Home Guru” 
for this paper and online and, 
in interviewing experts on the
real estate market and home
improvement, I’ve learned a 
lot about my chosen field. 

Allow me to put that knowledge
to work for you when it comes
time to market your home for
sale or to find your new 
dream home. 

I’d love to work with you,
so call me! ”

“

“

“
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Generators, Pool Heaters, Complete 
high efficiency heating and cooling 

systems now on summer sale!
Licensed, insured and bonded! 

Quality guaranteed! 

845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com

Gabby Landicino

Justin Veatch Fund to Award Scholarships to Students
continued from page 9
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PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 6, 2015.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No 
bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniver-
sary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple 
interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2015 for $50,000.  A $10,000 
withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (1-2015).indd   1 1/8/2015   1:35:49 PM

By Janine Bowen
With only weeks left in the current 

state legislative session, Westchester and 
Putnam school officials are urging law-
makers to halt the proposed Education 
Transformation Act of 2015. 

At a press conference last week at Har-
rison High School, parents and school 
officials from more than 40 districts 
across the two counties demanded the 
immediate suspension of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s recent education bill, which in 
part deals with teacher evaluations, the 
use of state testing and teacher tenure. 
A group of local superintendents is also 
asking that the state use experts to de-
velop a high quality and research-based 
teacher evaluation system. 

“School superintendents…are in favor 
of rigorous accountability. They’re in fa-
vor of meaningful kinds of assessments 
for kids,” said Harrison Schools Superin-
tendent Louis Wool. “What we’re not in 
favor of is this misguided, misinformed, 
completely misaligned-from-research 
reform that we have been forced to fol-
low. It is unfair, it’s ineffective and today 
we said no more.”

A panel of superintendents from six 
Westchester districts referred to the cur-
rent education situation as a “crisis” det-
rimental to students that will negatively 
alter the teaching profession. Wool said 

state tests, which will count for at least 
half of a teacher’s Annual Professional 
Performance Review (APPR) score un-
der Cuomo’s reform, are given too much 
weight. 

Wool recalled his experience as a 
teacher, which focused on interaction 
with students, lesson planning and col-
laboration with colleagues and parents. 
Now a teacher’s effectiveness will be rat-
ed on state test scores and two observa-
tion periods, he said. 

Under the system, which educators 
said is flawed, teachers can be rated as 
ineffective, developing, effective or high-
ly effective. New teachers who receive a 
score of ineffective or developing for two 
consecutive years would automatically 
be fired.

Superintendents at Thursday’s press 
conference noted that multiple tools 
must be used to evaluate a teacher’s ef-
fectiveness. A previous recommenda-
tion was made to include conferences, 
student surveys and student projects but 
Cuomo’s legislation excludes those crite-
ria from consideration.

Pleasantville Superintendent of 
Schools Mary Fox-Alter explained that 
the current system uses preordained 
conclusions. When superintendents, 
parents and teachers have made com-

ments, their words have been taken out 
of context in order to fit this conclusion, 
Fox-Alter said. 

She also stated that cut scores used 
to grade standardized tests are set up to 
guarantee a certain number of students 
will fail. 

Byram Hills Superintendent Dr. Wil-
liam Donahue noted that with so much 
emphasis placed on standardized tests, 
teachers will soon become accountable 
to Albany rather than parents. Educators 
fear the system would eliminate creativ-
ity and innovation in schools and teach-
ers would stop encouraging students to 
take risks by enrolling in challenging 
classes because their performance could 
be detrimental to a teacher’s career. 

“No one is going to be willing to try 
something new, try something different, 
to put students into opportunities that 
they haven’t had before because the wor-
ry and the fear is going to be dramatic 
for them,” said Ardsley Superintendent 
Lauren Allen. 

Donahue said the changes will ulti-
mately have an impact on property val-
ues, which are closely tied to the quality 
of public schools. 

Parents noted that greater emphasis 
on testing is already negatively impact-
ing the youngest students. Lisa Eggert-

Litvin, co-chair of the New York Subur-
ban Consortium for Public Education 
and co-president of the Hastings-on-
Hudson PTSA, said there’s been a re-
duction in school play time for kinder-
gartners because more time is needed to 
focus on testing. 

“What we are hearing, especially at 
the elementary level, is children saying ‘I 
don’t want to go to school, I don’t like it,’” 
she said. 

More than 200,000 parents statewide 
exercised their option to keep their chil-
dren from sitting for the state ELA and 
Math tests in April. Valhalla School Dis-
trict Superintendent Dr. Brenda Myers 
said officials have been told that the opt-
out won’t affect APPR scores, which runs 
counter to research and common sense 
regarding data usage. 

Wool said that while superintendents 
will continue to follow policies imple-
mented by government, they have a re-
sponsibility to advocate against policies 
they disagree with. Superintendents are 
urging residents to send letters to their 
state officials and educate friends and 
neighbors about the issues. Residents are 
also being asked to sign an online peti-
tion calling on elected officials to sus-
pend and amend the Education Trans-

School Officials to State: Wait to Get Education Bill Right

continued on page 21
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
The Tech Center at Yorktown

Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES
Yorktown Heights, NY

SECONDARY EDUCATION    
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 

FULL-TIME VETERINARY TECHNICIAN INSTRUCTOR
Needed part-time, with the possibility of full-time,  
to teach Veterinary Science in the Health Career 

Academy. Work with advanced students and collaborate  
with other Health Academy teachers to 

develop integrated projects, new programs and/or initiatives.  
Please apply online at:  www.olasjobs.org.

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 
FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT INSTRUCTOR

Full-time Law Enforcement Instructor needed for high school  
Career and Technical Education program.  

Experience in the field of Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice.  
Must possess or be willing to pursue NYS 

Certification. Background in Cyber Security preferred.  
Prefer experience teaching/working with high 

school students.  Please apply online at:  www.olasjobs.org.

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION – 
FULL-TIME PRACTICAL NURSING INSTRUCTOR

Seeking a Full-time Theory and Clinical Instructor for part-time day 
Practical Nursing Program at P/NW BOCES Tech Center in Yorktown. 
Seeking an RN/BSN with strong Medical/Surgical experience to work  

as a Theory and Clinical Instructor from 7:45-2:45 p.m.  
For additional information, call Alyson Kistinger at 

(914) 248-2408. Email resume to akistinger@pnwboces.org.
Soundview Prep School • 370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY

914-962-2780 ext.108 • soundviewprep.org/summerprogram

open 
house 

STEAMSoundview Summer STEAM
• STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics 
• For grades 3 - 6 • Enroll in one or more weeks • Two sessions daily, June 29 - July 31

open 
house

Saturday, June 6
10 am - 1 pm

You’re invited

Saturday, June 6
10 am - 1 pm

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

By Isabella Fitzgerald
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino released a four-point plan last 
week in hopes of strengthening Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s “Enough is Enough” pro-
posal that seeks to better protect victims 
of sexual assault on college campuses 
throughout the state.

Astorino was joined at Manhattan-
ville College by Montrose resident Sarah 
Tubbs, a SUNY Stony Brook graduate 
and a victim of an on-campus rape, law 
enforcement officials and sexual assault 
victim advocates to formally announce 
the plan.

“Colleges have a right to create their 
own code of personal conduct for stu-
dents, but they no longer should be de-
fining and adjudicating crimes,” Astori-
no said. “That should be left to police and 
district attorneys.” 

The sexual assault bill proposed by 
Cuomo is currently before the state leg-
islature but would still allow colleges and 
universities to conduct sexual assault in-
vestigations and adjudicate the matters.

George Longworth, the Westchester 
Department of Public Safety commis-
sioner, said polices should be handling 
sexual assault cases. 

“Violent crimes should and must be 
handled by law enforcement,” Long-
worth said. “And when you are dealing 

with sexual assaults there is a fast-closing 
window for preserving the integrity of 
the evidence. All the more reason to call 
the police immediately.” 

Astorino’s plan calls for a college or 
university employee to be charged with 
a Class B misdemeanor if he or she has 
knowledge of an alleged sexual assault 

and fails to report the matter to local law 
enforcement authorities.

It also requires colleges and universi-
ties to provide an independent victim ad-
vocate for students by having the schools 
enter into formal agreements with state-
certified rape crisis agencies. Promotion 
of these services on campuses would be 

mandatory, as well as providing informa-
tion for students at the beginning of the 
school year. 

Another point is to enhance train-
ing of local police departments free of 
charge. The program, which Astorino 
called “Start by Believing” training, is so 
law enforcement officials have greater 
sensitivity and knowledge on how to deal 
properly with sexual assault victims. Lo-
cally, the county’s police academy would 
provide this enhanced training offered 
by the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety, Astorino said.

He also wants to see his proposed Vic-
tim’s Bill of Rights incorporated into the 
state legislation. It addresses topics such 
as appropriate interactions among local 
authorities, colleges and victims and es-
tablishes protocols on rape test kits.

In addition, Astorino asked that the 
county pay $20,000 to train advocates of 
sexual assault victims in Westchester. 

Tubbs said she strongly supports As-
torino’s efforts to seek justice against per-
petrators of sexual assault after she said 
her own college failed her following her 
rape on campus. SUNY Stony Brook has 
yet to release the report of a rape test kit 
from her attack about two years ago. 

“Something needs to change,” Tubbs 
said. “I do think this gives the opportu-
nity for victims to be more supported.” 

Astorino Urges for Stronger College Campus Sexual Assault Bill 

isaBella FitzGeralD photo
county executive rob astorino proposed tuesday how current state legislation addressing on-campus 
sexual assaults can be improved.
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Saturday , June 6 *
Jack DeVito Memorial Park 

Bumper cars and children’s activites 
provided by our sponsor 

Come for the cars, stay for the fun!

Over 40 cars on hand! Come check out the new 
“blind spot” cameras, DWI Simulator and all

the new 2016 features!

* Rain Date Sunday, June 7

11 am - 4 pm

(914) 245 -4599
www.yorktown chamber.org

Enter for a chance to win a 50” HDTV!!

The Peekskill Farmers’ Market returns 
to its outdoor location on Bank Street, 
between Main and Park Streets in Down-
town Peekskill, beginning Saturday, June 
6,  and continuing weekly through No-
vember 21. The market runs from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., rain or shine. 

Bursting with more than 20 independ-
ent businesses and farm stands, offerings 
include farm fresh produce including a 
certified organic option, award-winning 
cheeses, imported spices, olive oils, ma-
ple syrup, honey, baked goods, pickled 

items, and freshly cut flowers. There will 
also be farm-raised, hormone and antibi-
otic free poultry, pork, chicken, eggs and 
grass fed beef.  

“Market Stage Live,” continues its sec-
ond year featuring performances from 
local musicians, lessons from top chefs 
in local restaurants, author readings, as 
well as demonstrations with fitness and 
health practitioners. A ceremonial “Veg-
gie Cutting” will take place to celebrate 
the market’s opening at 11a.m.

“We are proud of our Farmers’ Mar-

ket history and look forward to our 
newly expanded market which provides 
healthy eating options and tasty indul-
gences, supports small businesses and 
local farmers, and draws people into 
Downtown Peekskill to experience our 
restaurants, artists, local history and 
shops,” said Louie Lanza, President of 
the Peekskill Business Improvement Dis-
trict, which oversees the market. 

The Market’s opening day coincides 
with Peekskill Open Studios which 
occurs Saturday and Sunday, June 6 

– 7, from noon to 5 p.m., with more 
than 40 artist studios, venues, galler-
ies and special performances making 
for an “art-full” weekend. In conjunc-
tion with this two-day citywide event, 
performance artist Cat-in-the-Moon 
(a.k.a. Karen Marie Marmer) will 
present a colorful, interactive per-
formance art piece entitled “Scribble” 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, June 
6 at the market.  

For more information visit us online 
at: www.peekskillfarmersmarket.com

Peekskill Farmer’s Market Returns for Summer Season June 6

Organizers of the Hudson Valley Ex-
position, a mini world’s fair that’s return-
ing to the shores of the Hudson River 
for the first time in 70 years, are seeking 
volunteers to staff booths, venues and ac-
tivity centers.  The revival of this historic 
event will take place, rain or shine on 
Saturday, August 1, 2015 from noon to 9 
p.m. at Peekskill’s Riverfront Green Park.

Volunteers will receive free entry to 
the park, a free commemorative t-shirt 
and behind-the- scenes access to the 
inner workings of a major event. High 
school and college students may qualify 
for school credit.   

“We’re looking for volunteers for all ar-

eas, mainly for the kid’s zone and the ar-
tisan and crafts market.  We will accom-
modate volunteer’s schedules, but we are 
looking for a minimum of two hours 
of time. This is going to be a fun-filled 
day and I know all of our volunteers are 
going to have a great time enjoying and 
participating in the Exposition,” said 
Deb Milone, Exposition Director and 
Executive Director, Hudson Valley Gate-
way Chamber of Commerce.

The Exposition will have many booths, 
music, and special attractions. Local cui-
sine, craft beer and wine will be avail-
able. There will be Civil War re-enactors, 
a children’s stage and activities, holis-

tic wellness area, farmer’s market, and 
world class local musicians like The Dai-
sy Jopling Band, The Joni Blondell Band, 
Tony Leon, Mark McIntyre Band, Noo-
dle Noodle, Ray Blue, and Vintage Vinyl. 
The Exposition’s grand finale will be the 
Entergy Spectacular Laser Light Show.

Exposition coordinators are gladly ac-

cepting volunteer applications through 
July 25.  If you have questions or to apply 
as a volunteer please contact patrickb@
eventsremeber.com or call (914) 218-
3968

For general information about the Ex-
position, please contact 914-737-3600 or 
visit www.hvexposition.com.

HV Exposition Seeks Volunteers at Historic Community Event
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MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. Pricing includes tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to Tier 1 credit approval by primary lender to
qualified buyers. Offers expire 6/8/2015. NYS DMV #7089513.

3845 Crompond Rd • Yorktown Heights, NY

914-739-7600
CurryHondaNY.com

MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. Pricing includes tax, tags & MV fees. *Lease includes: 10K mi./yr. w/.20¢/mi thereafter. Lessee
resp. for excess wear and tear. Offers expire 6/8/2015. NYS DMV #7104085.

3040 Route 6 (East Main St.)Cortlandt Manor, NY

914-930-3700
CurryHyundai.com

See them ALL at the Yorktown Chamber of Commerce 4th Annual Auto Show!

YCC Auto Show SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 201511 AM-4 PMJACK DEVITO MEMORIAL PARK
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NYSee 2015-2016 car models on display!

Amusement rides, refreshments 
and children’s activitiesFREE ADMISSION

Stk #S3612, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto CVT, MSRP: $24,095. 

• All WheelDrive
• Sunroof
• Smart Key Entry
• Fog Lights
• Lane Watch

• Push Button Start
• Heated Seats
• Bluetooth
• Back Up Camera
• Rear Privacy Glass

New 2016 Honda

HR-V EX AWD

• Alloy Wheels
• Bluetooth
• Electronic Stability 

Control
• Traction Control
• LED Daytime 

Running Lights
• Rear Spoiler
• Heated Mirrors 

w/Blind Spot Mirror
• Tire Pressure Monitoring
• Satellite Radio

MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. Pricing exclude tax, tags & MV fees. *Leases include: 10K mi./yr. w/15¢/mi. thereafter. Lessee
resp for maint., excess wear & tear.Offers expire 6/8/2015.NYS DMV #7104085.

3040 Route 6 (East Main St.)Cortlandt Manor, NY

914-930-3700
CurrySubaru.com

New 2015 Subaru

Forester 
AWD

• Symmetrical 
All Wheel Drive

• Continuously Variable 
Transmission

• AM/FM CD/MP3
• USB/AUX Input
• Bluetooth
• Traction Control System 
• Integrated Steering 

Wheel Controls
• Rear Camera
• Alloy Wheels Package

AWD

Most Awarded
Small SUV

59 in Stock!

MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. *Due at signing & pricing includes tax, tags & MV fees. Includes $75 doc fee. Leases include: 10K mi./yr. w/15¢/mi. thereafter. Lessee
resp for maint., excess wear & tear. Toyota factory rebates available to every consumer & subject to tax. ¹ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or
25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska.Offers expire 6/8/2015. NYS DMV#7104100.

3026 Route 6 (East Main St.) Cortlandt Manor, NY 

914-930-3800
CurryToyota.com

New 2015 Toyota

Corolla 
S Plus

• 17” Alloy Wheels
• Star Safety System
• 8 Airbags
• Heated Mirrors
• Auto Climate Control
• 6.1” Touchscreen
• Bluetooth
• Backup Camera
• Leather-wrapped steering

$0 
DOWN 

PAYMENT!

THE NEW & EXCITING
2016 Honda

HR-V IS HERE!
COME CHECK IT OUT 
AT THE AUTO SHOW!

New 2015 Hyundai

Sonata 
SE

$0 
DOWN 

PAYMENT!

$159*
LEASE FOR

Stk #H0846, 4 cyl, automatic, MSRP: $21,960.
$0 down pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep.+

$595 bank fee = $754 due at signing + tax, tags
& mv fees. Ttl pymts/residual: $5724/$13,185. 

PER
MO 
36
MOS

$754 Due at Signing + tax,
tags & MV fees. 

$199*
LEASE FOR

Stk #S14932, 4 cyl, automatic, MSRP: $24,926.
$1796 down pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep.+
$0 bank fee = $1995 due at signing + tax, tags
& mv fees. Ttl pymts/residual: $8358/$15,207.

PER
MO 
42
MOS

$1995 Due at Signing + tax,
tags & MV fees. 

$184*
LEASE FOR

Stk #751050, 4 cyl, automatic, MSRP: $21,010.
$0 down pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep.+ $0
bank fee = $184 due at signing + tax, tags & mv

fees. Ttl pymts/residual: $6624/$12,931.

PER
MO 
36
MOS

Only $184 Due at Signing +
tax, tags & MV fees. 
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By Neal Rentz 
Putnam Valley resident Alan Ortner 

opened Balloons & Party on Westbrook 
in Cortlandt about four months ago, but 
he is not new to the party business.

For many years he had worked in 
his family’s Party Stop store in town 
next to Kohl’s. The family store, owned 
by his parents Joe and Elaine, who are 
retired, closed last summer. At one time 
the family owned five Party Stop stores, 
Ortner noted. 

“The economy has just taken its toll 
over the last few years,” he said. 

Despite the tough economy, Ortner 
wanted to continue in the party business. 
“It’s a great business. Everybody’s in a 
good mood,” he said. “They’re all coming 
in for a communion or a confirmation or 
a birthday or a graduation. Most people 
complain that customers are always 
nasty. Our customers are always happy.” 

Spring and early summer are among 
the busiest seasons for the party supply 
business, Ortner said, noting those time 
periods are time for first communions, 
confirmations and high school and 
college graduations.

For the upcoming Independence Day 

holiday, Balloons & Party offers a wide 
variety of patriotic themed products. Fall 
and winter are also busy periods in his 
business, with Halloween, Chanukah, 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve, Ortner 
said. 

“We have paper goods and balloons for 
any occasion,” he said. “Our main thrust 

is basically custom balloon decorating, 
balloons, bows, ribbons, grand opening 
celebrations where we do the ribbons 
and the bows and the large scissors for 
them to cut.” 

The store also offers party favors, 
catering supplies, and piñatas. 

Balloons provide “a very easy way 

to decorate a room,” Ortner said. “Add 
balloon centerpieces to the room and the 
room looks full, the room looks alive.” 

Ortner blows up the balloons himself 
using helium or hand pumps. Ortner 
also creates bows in his store that are 
made to order. 

Ortner said he was grateful for the 
efforts of Peekskill resident Chris Reagan, 
who is a current employee who also 
worked for him at Party Stop. He said 
Westbrook Drive had several advantages 
at the site for this business. 

“It’s a nice local location. It’s busy with 
a lot of people picking up from the deli 
and the Carvel next door. It worked out 
perfect,” he said. 

Ortner said he wants to continue to 
“give back to the community” by helping 
out organizations “quietly.” 

“I hoping that we’re profitable enough 
that I can continue to do that,” Ortner 
said. 

Balloons & Party on Westbrook is 
located at 2 Westbrook Dr., Cortlandt 
Manor. For more information call 914-
528-0500 or send an e-mail to partystop@
optonline.net.

         Balloons & Party on Westbrook
Cortlandt

Neal reNtz photo
putnam Valley resident alan ortner opened Balloons & party on Westbrook in cortlandt earlier this year. 

Businesses

of the Week
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing! Hunter Douglas 
Design Center

GranD OpeninG 
Saturday, June 13th from 12-5 

Refreshments and Door Prizes
1857 Commerce St. Yorktown

Draperies • Re-upholstery • Carpeting • Blinds 

Berniker Decorators • 914 232-0133

Soon after I moved into my new resi-
dence at Trump Park in Yorktown, a 
neighbor named Dan Potter introduced 
himself to me as a retired fireman from 
New York City and said that he had read 
my column about Fireman Joe who 
instructed school children about fire 
safety in the home.  Dan told 
me not to forget about seniors 
who have a much higher risk 
of dying from fire in their own 
homes than the general popu-
lation and that he had done 
educational programs for them 
on the subject. I told him that I 
wanted to know more.

This week we got together 
and I learned number of new 
things, some surprising, includ-
ing his personal history. 

Dan had been at the World 
Trade Center on 9/11 as one of 
the first responders, arriving 
between the times the first and second 
planes hit the towers. His wife Jean was 
working in Tower One on the 81st floor 
and for some hours, he didn’t know 
whether she had made it out of the build-
ing.  After searching both at the site and 
at his apartment just a block away and 
not finding her, he collapsed on a bench 
in despair and a passing photographer 
captured the moment. That photograph 
appeared “around the world” and now is 
featured in the 9/11 Memorial Museum 
next to Dan’s helmet with his ladder 
number “31” which he wore that day.  

We started our interview with a pop 
quiz: “Do you know why Fire Prevention 
Week is the first week in October?” he 
asked. When I confessed that I had no 
idea, he informed me that it was enacted 
by Congress after the Great Fire in Chi-
cago which had happened at that time of 
year.  “So tell me more that I don’t know 
about fire safety,” I asked.

“While most people have smoke de-
tectors in their homes, the batteries are 
frequently dead,” Dan said. “Or they 
can be cooking, the alarm goes off, they 
might take them down, take the batter-

ies out and not put them back,” he con-
tinued. 

But some really surprising informa-
tion followed. “Citizens over 65 are 
twice as likely to die in a fire than the 
general population,” Dan said. “And 
once they reach 85, they are five times 

as likely to die in a fire as the 
general population, and in the 
same room in which the fire 
starts.  By that age, a senior’s 
mobility is slower, they don’t 
have the same sense of smell, 
they may be on medication and 

are not as alert, they may smoke 
in bed, they may be careless in 
their dress, be cooking and their 
clothes catch on fire…”

Dan’s next question caught 
me off guard. “Have you ever 
been in a fire?” “No,” I respond-
ed. “Do you think you really 
know what fire is? Do you think 

it has sound?  Do you know how fast it 
is? How hot it is?”  I didn’t have answers 
for him.  He took out his computer and 
showed me a controlled demonstration 
of a sofa catching fire in a monitored sit-
uation.  Within 30 seconds, there was in-
tense heat. Within one minute there was 
no way that a person could stand.  He 
would be down. Within two minutes, the 
room was engulfed in flame and within 
three minutes, there was total conflagra-
tion. All the while, there was silence, not 
the crackling of wood and the roar we 
would expect from a romantic fire.

“When we hear stories about expect-
ing a parent to run back into a house 
to rescue a child, sadly the heat is so 
intense, so much more than anyone 
has ever experienced,” Dan said, “it just 
doesn’t happen.” I remember thinking 
that that is what happened at the World 
Trade Center when those poor souls 
had the terrible choice to make of being 
burned alive or jumping to their deaths.

There was one last sobering thought 
that Dan conveyed to me. When the Aval-
on in New Jersey burned to the ground 
recently, it went very quickly. “Yes, that 

was a ‘combustible’ building, ‘stick-built’ 
of wood. In this day and age, it’s a won-
der that multi-unit buildings of that type 
are still allowed.”  “And my building? The 
Trump Residences, what type of building 
is that?” I asked, perhaps with a touch of 
anxiety. “It’s non-combustible, made of 
cement and steel,” he responded.

It’s scary to consider the number of 
people who live in multi-unit condos 
and apartments that are of combusti-
ble construction.  I would urge readers 
to be aware of escape instructions and 
for those of you living in single family 
dwellings, listen to your children who 
learn fire safety tips at school. Check 

every smoke detector in the house and, 
again, be prepared in an emergency to 
get out!  For more information about 
fire safety, go to www.nfpa.org.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primav-
eraPR.com. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

New Friend Shares Information about Fire Safety at Home

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Dan potter, first responder on 9/11, with a photo of  himself  that appeared worldwide, captured at a 
moment when, after hours of  searching for his wife, shows him dealing with the possibility that she may 
not have managed to escape from the 81st floor of  tower one (later he found that she had). 
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When I was  younger I drank wine to 
be sociable, to be used as a prop for an 
engaging conversation, either with the 
other sex or with friends seeking to en-
gage the other sex. And of course when I 
was even younger, I drank for the sake of 
getting a buzz at the lowest cost. 

As I matured (chronologically), I tran-
sitioned to enjoying wine for its 
ethereal qualities. Through trial 
and error I developed my per-
sonal preferences for aromas, 
flavors and balance.

After many years of hon-
ing my personal preferences, 
I now possess a trained palate 
that instinctively discerns the 
components of a glass of wine. 
I’ve also learned the techniques 
in evaluating the characteristics 
and nuances of a glass of wine 
when first assessing it. Some are 
subtle; others are rather flam-
boyant. 

To the typical tippler, these seemingly 
unorthodox techniques raise questions 
in their minds of the sanity of self-pro-
claimed oenophiles. But rather than 
intending to be supercilious or inten-

tionally ostentatious, there is a specific 
rationale behind each gesture and ges-
ticulation I’ve learned over the years.

A freshly opened bottle of wine reacts 
and responds to its new environment – 
but not without difficulty. To fully ap-
preciate the wine, to quickly release its 
aromas and flavors, and to fully enjoy 

its bouquet and taste, it is help-
ful to provide assistance to the 
poured wine. 

Connoisseurs  approach a 
freshly poured glass with sev-
eral unorthodox techniques:

Holding a glass high above 
one’s head and peering into 
the poured wine. The ration-
ale: the color of a wine is the 
first indication of its body (the 
darker the color the more full 
bodied and vice versa). It also 
is a predictor of the stage of its 
life cycle. (Look for contrasting 

color on the edges of a poured red wine; 
a brownish hue indicates the wine may 
be oxidized or past its prime, or both.)

Vigorously swirling the wine on a sur-
face like a whirling dervish. Corollary: 
vigorously twirling the glass in mid-air. 

The rationale: while it may appear dan-
gerous and a bit frivolous, this allows ox-
ygen to enter the glass, provoking latent 
aromas to be released for evaluation and 
enjoyment. Warning: master this tech-
nique in the privacy of your home before 
attempting it in public. I have ruined sev-
eral tablecloths over the years.

Inserting one’s nose deeply into the 
glass and loudly sniffing and inhaling the 
contents. The rationale: the aromas of 
wine number in the thousands. The ol-
factory senses capture and discern these 
aromas and provide a broad and deep 
appreciation for the wine before tasting. 
The closer one’s nose to the surface of the 
wine, the more the aromas waft into the 
nostrils and through the nasal passages. 
This technique provides the greatest 
measure of one’s opinion of the wine. 

Chewing before swallowing. An axiom 
I follow for wine, not just for food. The 
rationale: one’s tongue and mouth are 
the repositories of the sense of taste. To 
sip and swallow in one motion is to miss 
the experience of fully appreciating the 
flavors in wine. Instead, hold that sip in 
your mouth and slosh it around as if you 
are gargling. The wine will coat and be 

absorbed by your taste receptors. The 
sound of this in mixed company may 
initially be off-putting, but once you 
convince others of the merits of this 
technique, your slurping will be lost in 
the cacophony of the group’s ode to joy.

Breathe in, breathe out. Immediately 
after swallowing, an audible sound is 
made, similar to that when slowly sucking 
air through a straw. The rationale: when 
swallowing, wine passes through the nasal 
receptors in the rear of the mouth, provid-
ing another opportunity to savor the bou-
quet and aromas of the wine. 

Do the means justify the desired re-
sult? It depends on two considerations: 
your desire to enhance your drinking ex-
perience and refine your palate and your 
level of self-confidence as you subject 
yourself to quizzical stares.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continu-
ous experimenting results in instinctive 
behavior. You can reach him at nantonac-
cio@theexaminernews.com or on Twitter 
@sharingwine.

The Rationale Behind A Wine Snob’s Thought Process

By Nick Antonaccio

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, June 2
Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 

Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of Mill 
Street and Peekskill Hollow Road (Adams 
Corners).

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, the 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), 
tax relief programs, and much more. Info: 
914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held every 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in the 
second floor conference room. Info: 914-941-
2416 Ext. 336.

Swimming lessons: American Red Cross 
Swim Lessons are offered in our indoor 
warm water pool by certified instructors 
in Peekskill. All levels are offered and 
private lessons are also available. Classes 
are conducted on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays Call Terri, manager of the Society 
Hill 2 Recreation Center, at 914-737-4909 for 
more information.  

Healthy Happy Hour:  Healthy Happy 
Hours are held on Tuesday nights in Mahopac 
and another location may be added. Take 
a 10 day vacation from processed foods. 
Are sugary, fatty, easy-to-prepare, addictive 
junk foods making you feel sick and tired? 
Then reset your metabolism and break your 
addictions to unhealthy foods. For more 
information contact Diane at 914-843-8745.

Wednesday, June 3
Fitness Program The POUNDTM Fitness 

Program, a 45-minute full-body cardio and 
stress relief jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics isometric movements and poses, 
is offered at Theatre and Dance Arts 131 
Bedford Rd. Katonah. Drop in or weekly 
discount rates available. The program is being 
provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on 
Saturdays at 11:45 a.m. Call Peggy for more 
information at 914 960-4097.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First Hebrew 
for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo prizes, 
plus an average of $1,000 awarded in specialty 
games. Doors open 5 p.m. and games begin 
7:15 p.m. every Wednesday (except holidays 
– check First Hebrew’s website calendar). First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shopping 
Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 
-739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, June 4
Cancer Support: A Breast and Ovarian 

Cancer Support Group meets on the first 
Thursday of the month, at 10 a.m. in the 
Yorktown offices of Support Connection.  
40 Triangle Center, Suite100, Yorktown.  
Advance registration is required for all 
groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290. 
For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.org.

lunch ‘n learn: Today is the deadline to 
order tickets for the Northern Westchester 
Jewish Lunch ‘N Learn, which is slated for 
June 11 at noon at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Featured speaker 
Wendy Segal will explore how the Talmud 
elucidates the Torah and how know what the 
Talmud has to say can help us in 2015. Tickets 
are $12 and must be ordered by sending a 
check, made payable to the Yorktown Jewish 
Center and include your phone number. Mail 
checks to Yorktown Jewish Center, Temple 
Office, 2966 Crompond Rd., Yorktown, NY 
10598. Info: Phyllis Edelman at 914-277-
4185.

West Point Foundry: Croton Friends 
of History are presenting The West Point 
Foundry at 7 p.m. at the Croton Free Library, 
171 Cleveland Dr. Trudie A. Grace, curator of 
the Putnam History Museum, and historian 
Mark Furlow will trace the foundry’s history. 
Info: crotonfriendsofhistory.org. The 
organization also has a Facebook page. 

Friday, June 5

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-on 
assistance with online applications, resume 
writing, e-mail accounts and more is held on 
Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the second 
floor conference room at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. Assistance is offered 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 
315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date program 
is being held every Friday from 11 a.m. to 
noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early Childhood 
Center at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The program is intended 
for children between the ages of 16 and 
36 months and their parents or caregivers. 
Children can play, do art and socialize 
all under the direction of an experienced 
early childhood teacher .Pre-registration is 
suggested. Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 
or e-mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Pot luck Dinner:  A Pot Luck Dinner, 
followed by a Shabbat service, will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Hebrew Congregation of 
Somers, located at Cypress Lane and Mervin 
Drive. Info: 914-248-9532.

Family Shabbat: Celebrate “Family 
Shabbat” with guitar, stories and fun. 
Families with children in the first through the 
fifth grades are invited to join us at Temple 
Beth Am at 7:30 p.m. and share this joyful 

continued on page 21
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aCRoSS
1 Turf
4 Place to hang your hat
7 Observed
10 Beatle wife
11 Australian runner
12 “Give it ___!”
13 Simple hanger
14 Lawyer’s org.
15 Patch
16 Historic region of Scotland 
or Garrison country club
19 Medley
20 People in general
21 Bk. after Exodus
22 Tax expert
25 Kind of trip
28 Vibe
30 Lewis & Clark would stop 
by this Ossining restaurant
for a meal
32 “Much ___ About Nothing”
34 Ruin
35 Casino play
36 Court
37 Wifely title
38 Thai Buddhist

39 It may be jellied or smoked
40 Reply to a captain
41 Bruin legend Bobby

DoWn
1 More starter
2 “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
playwright
3 Pooch, to a tot
4 Bell ring
5 Enclose in a harbor
6 Bat dung
7 Disrespect
8 Long time
9 Knock over
17 Hang around
18 Noble
23 Colorado city
24 Behind in one’s duty
26 Beta’s follower
27 Part of the pistil
29 New York’s ___ Place
30 Gift for a handyman, 
probably
31 European language
32 Miracle response
33 Bambi’s mom

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

Across

1 Turf

4 Place to hang your hat

7 Observed

10 Beatle wife

11 Australian runner

12 "Give it ___!"

13 Simple hanger

14 Lawyer's org.

15 Patch

16 Historic region of Scotland or Garrison country club

19 Medley

20 People in general

21 Bk. after Exodus

22 Tax expert

25 Kind of trip

28 Vibe

30 Lewis & Clark would stop by this Ossining restaurant 
for a meal

32 "Much ___ About Nothing"

34 Ruin

35 Casino play

36 Court

37 Wifely title

38 Thai Buddhist

39 It may be jellied or smoked

40 Reply to a captain

41 Bruin legend Bobby

Down

1 More starter

2 "Mourning Becomes Electra" playwright

3 Pooch, to a tot

4 Bell ring

5 Enclose in a harbor

6 Bat dung

7 Disrespect

8 Long time

9 Knock over

17 Hang around

18 Noble

23 Colorado city

24 Behind in one's duty

26 Beta's follower

27 Part of the pistil

29 New York's ___ Place

30 Gift for a handyman, probably

31 European language

32 Miracle response

33 Bambi's mom

Crossword

Solution on page  20

Peekskill’s ‘Favorite Son’, Home for Campaign Rally
Vincent Vesce, who served as a councilman 
during Pataki’s three-and-a-half years as 
mayor. “He’s proven to be a very honest guy 
and a guy people warm up to very quickly. 
He’s very articulate. He’s very sincere. He 
cares a great deal about this nation. I think 
he’s a longshot right now but he’s been a 
longshot in the past.”

Current Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 
said Pataki has “a knack for timing” when 
choosing what elected offices to seek.

“Those of us who know him know 
don’t count him out,” Catalina said. “I 
think there’s a path, certain things have 
to happen. I think George Pataki is 
exactly what this country needs. It would 
be amazing to have the President of the 
United States right here in Peekskill.”

In a four-minute video Pataki released 

last Thursday officially kicking off his 
campaign, he spoke about his beginnings 
in politics.

“When I was elected mayor the last 
thing in the world I thought of was that 
someday I could be governor of New York 
State. I was this unknown person from 
Peekskill, not exactly Manhattan or New 
York City,” he said. “America has a big 
decision to make about who we are going 
to be and what we are going to stand for. If 
we are to flourish as people, we have to fall 
in love with America again. We are all in 
this together. We, the people, can make a 
difference. When we stand together, we as 
Americans can accomplish anything.”

With 15 other Republicans actively or 
considering running for the party nod, 
former Peekskill Mayor and current 
Westchester County Legislator John Testa 

said Pataki “has the ability to stand out and 
move into the top tier of candidates.”

“We all have seen what he can make 
happen then,” Testa said. “We know he has 
been contemplating this decision to run for 
some time so for him to move forward is 
exciting. If the rest of the country gets to 
know the George Pataki we know he will 
do well. His record as an elected official and 
track record of campaigning are second to 
none.”

Deb Milone, executive director of the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce, said Pataki’s candidacy will 
provide an opportunity for Peekskill to 
showcase itself.

“Peekskill has a special place in 
political history. Our small community 
has produced senior statesmen at the 
local, state and national levels, as well as 

the notable achievement of having the 
first African-American Mayor (Richard 
Jackson) of a city in New York State,” she 
said. “Then there’s the story of a hometown 
kid named George Pataki who made it all 
the way to the Governor’s Mansion. Now, 
with Pataki’s sights set on the White House, 
regardless of politics, his presidential 
run will put Peekskill into the national 
spotlight.”

Pataki, who was accompanied by his 
wife of 41 years, Libby, director of tourism 
in Putnam County, at the rally, now lives in 
Garrison. He is currently Of Counsel with 
Chadbourne & Parke LLP, and president 
of his own small business, Pataki-Cahill 
Group, that works in energy, infrastructure, 
and clean-tech.

continued from page 1

Lester Adler ruled in favor of the Planning 
Commission. The commission approved 
the plan a second time, ignoring a request 
from the Common Council and more 
than 1,000 people who signed petitions 
in opposition. Peekskill spent more than 
$100,000 in legal fees to try to stop the clinic.

According to its website, Lexington 
Center for Recovery is the largest 
provider of alcoholism and substance 
abuse treatment in the Hudson Valley. 
With outpatient treatment centers 
throughout the region, the organization 
has served more than 50,000 people 
since it began in 1982.

Thomas said the facility in Peekskill 
is not filled to capacity and has many 
patients who used to frequent Hudson 
Valley Hospital.

“We’re seeing many new clients every 
day,” Thomas said. “Treatment is clearly 
the way to go. You can’t just ignore it.”

The clinic will have an open house 

for government officials, medical 
practitioners and other interested 
parties on Thursday, June 11 from 2 to 
4 p.m. Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 
acknowledged receiving an invitation 
but said he had no plans on attending, 
noting the invitation was in his circular 
file.

Meth Clinic in Peekskill Open and Operating Without Fanfare
continued from page 1
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

20      



June 2 - June 8,  2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 21

experience. The beauty and thrill of the 
Shabbat are open to congregants and non-
congregants alike, so come rejoice with us. 
Temple Beth Am is located at 203 Church 
Pl. Yorktown. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him at 
rabbiw@optonline.net .

Bean Runner Events; A series of 
performances have been scheduled for the 
next few days at the Bean Runner Café, 201 
S. Division St., Peekskill  Salsa Night with 
Cuboricua will be held on June 5 at 8 p.m. 
Admission is $10. Susan Kane and Judy Kass 
will perform on June 7 at 8 p.m. Admission is 
$10. Studio II Open Mic for Music and Vocals 
will be held on April 8 at 6 p.m. Admission 
is $5.  Info: 914-737-1701 or beanrunnercafe.
com.

Jewish Center Services:  At the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Friday 
night Sabbath services in the spring will begin 
at 8 p.m. and Sabbath services on Saturdays 
will be held at 9:15 a.m. On most Saturdays, 
after the services Rabbi Sternstein conducts a 
learning session based on the Torah portion 
of the week. Light refreshments are served 
and everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-2324 
or www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.

Saturday, June 6
american legion Run/Walk:  The 

Peekskill American Legion and America’s 
Heroes are holding a 5K Run/Walk to support 
Operation Comfort Warriors today. Check in 
will begin at 7:30 a.m. and the run will start at 
9 a.m. at the Peekskill American Legion, 936 
McKinley St. The fee is $25 on line or $35 on 
the day of the race. A barbeque will be held at 
the American Legion hall following the run/
walk. Register in advance at runsignup.com/
Race/NY/Peekskill/The5KRunForHeroes. 
For more information, call Brendon 
Fitzgerald at 914-482-8230, send an e-mail 
to LegionPost274@Gmail.com or go to 
Facebook:  

Field gallery Exhibit: The exhibit Jo-
Ann Brody, Musings: Works in Clay will be 
held through July 31 at the Field Gallery, 4 
Nelson Ave., Peekskill. An opening reception 
will be held today from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The reception is part of the Peekskill Open 
Studios program being held on June 6 and 7. 
Info: 914-737-1212.

love: “Love,” an exhibit about varying 
aspects of love in the 20th and 21st Centuries 
in paint, installation, video, and sculpture 
is being held through Dec. 6 at the Hudson 
Valley Center for Contemporary Art, 1701 
Main. St., Peekskill. Artists include Alzamora, 
Barney, Bercea, Brenner, Brickley, Edmier, 
Feuerman, Gutheil, Hacker, Indiana, LeDray, 
Majic, Mapplethorpe, Neshat, Newsom, 
Otterson, Ozbolt, Pretzer, Ritterpusch, 

Ruckhäberle, Sadler, Tomasula, and Wathen.  
Info: 914-788-0100 or www.hvcca.org. 
HVCCA is also on Facebook. 

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and services 
for people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, announces a free program: “Yoga-A 
Path toward Wellness.” It is offered every 
Saturday from noon to 1:30 p.m., at Club Fit, 
600 Bank Rd., Jefferson Valley. The program 
is open to women with breast, ovarian and 
gynecological cancer. To learn more or to 
pre-register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

ossining Farmers Market:  Down to 
Earth Markets is holding the Ossining 
Farmers Market outside at the corner of 
Spring and Main Streets. The market runs 
every Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com for vendor 
details, events, and other updates at Ossining’s 
Down to Earth Winter Farmers Market.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have the 
answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, dues or 
fees. The group meets on Saturdays from 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m. at the fourth floor conference 
at the Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, 1350 
Route 9, Garrison. Info: call/text Lisa at 917-
716-2488.

alan Parsons live:  The Alan Parsons 
Live Project: Greatest Hits Tour will come to 
the Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill, at 8 p.m. A revered classic 
progressive rock producer, music engineer, 
songwriter, and performer, Alan Parson’s 
work with The Beatles and other megastars, 
his groundbreaking recording techniques 
on Dark Side of the Moon, and his multi-
platinum albums by The Alan Parsons 
Project have made him a music icon. Ticket 
prices range from $45 to $70. Tickets can 
be purchased at the box office, via phone at 
914-739-0039 Ext. 2 or by visiting our Web 
site athttp://paramounthudsonvalley.com/
events/event/alan-parsons-live-project.

Sunday, June 7
Cancer Survivors Celebration: Support 

Connection will celebrate cancer survivors 
from noon to 3 p.m. at The Travelers 
Rest, 25 Saw Mill River Rd. (Route 100), 
Ossining. Support Connection’s 11th Annual 
Celebrate Life Day, which will be held on 
National Cancer Survivors Day, an uplifting 
program with inspirational speakers, musical 
entertainment, and lunch. Free for cancer 
survivors, small fee for their guests. Close to 
150 people attended last year’s event. To learn 
more, call 914-962-6402 (toll-free 800-532-
4290) or visit www.supportconnection.org.

Colonial Fair: The Van Cortlandtville 
Historical Society is hosting a Colonial Fair 
for visitors to experience colonial cooking, 

classes in a one-room schoolhouse and 
military tradition of that era on from 1 to 
5 p.m., at The Little Red Schoolhouse, 297 
Locust Avenue, Cortlandt. The free event is 
for all age groups. Jack Lancaster of Cortlandt 
Manor, in the role of George Washington, 
will conduct guided tours of Historic Old 
Saint Peter’s Church where Washington 
worshipped (next to the schoolhouse); 
members of the 2nd NY Continental, led 
by retired U.S. Army Col. Joe Cerreto of 
Montrose will demonstrate Revolutionary-
era military traditions and Ted Winser of 
Newburgh will offer tasty tidbits of culinary 
samples of his outdoor Colonial cooking. 
The schoolhouse is located at the north end 
of Locust Avenue next to Old St. Peter’s on 
the hill just south of Oregon Road. For more 
information, visit www.vancort.net or call 
914-736-7868.

Somers library Events: Events have been 
scheduled for today and tomorrow at the 
Somers Library. A concert by R.J. Storm and 
the Old School Bluegrass Band will be held 
on June 7 at 2 p.m. This free Sunday concert 
is sponsored by the Friends of the Somers 
Library. Plans are to hold this concert on the 
stage in the adjacent Reis Park, so be sure to 
bring a blanket or a chair. The concert will 
move inside to the library program room 
if there is inclement weather. For more 
information about the band and samples of 
their music, please visit their website at: http://
www.rjstormandoldschool.com. A reading of 
“Hilliards Ceremony” by voice actor Alan 
Sklar will be held on June 8 from 6 to 7:30 
p.m.  Author Lawrence Block’s story centers 
on Alan Hilliard, an American Foreign 
Service officer working in the US embassy in 
Togo, West Africa.  He has a fine life, a good 
marriage, and enjoys his work. So he says. A 
visit to a local African “witchdoctor” however, 
results in a poignant tale of personal growth. 
Registration is required for the reading. Call 
the library at 914 232-5717 or register online 
at somerslibrary.org.

Jewish Center Barbecue: A barbeque 
will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The 
event will be held rain or shine. The program 
will include arts and crafts, story time, lawn 
games, music, dancing and a lot of great food. 
Prospective new members are invited to the 
free event. Info: 914-245-2324.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com

Monday, June 8
Musical Munchkins: The Yorktown 

Musical Munchkins meet on Mondays from 

9:30 to 10:15 a.m. at the Yorktown Stage 
Theater in room 12. The program is for 
older babies up to the 1’s. Free trial classes 
are offered. Info: 914-771-7000 or www.
musicalmunchkins.com.

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Sessions 
are being held every Monday at The Winery 
at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., Mohegan 
Lake. Info: 914-455-4272. 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued from page 18

formation Act. The petition, which can 
be accessed by visiting http://bit.ly/GetI-
tRightNY, had more than 600 signatures 
at the time of the press conference. 

Several New York legislators are al-
ready supporting suspension of the Edu-
cation Transformation Act. Although 
local state representative were unable to 
attend Thursday’s event, they sent a rep-
resentative, Nancy Fisher, to speak on 
their behalf. Reading from a statement 
penned by lawmakers from Westchester, 
Dutchess, Putnam and Suffolk counties, 
including Westchester Assembly mem-
bers Tom Abinanti, Amy Paulin and 
David Buchwald, Fisher said they sup-
port a one-year delay in the implementa-
tion of new state Education Department 
regulations and call for a research-based 
evaluation system that utilizes multiple 
types of student data. 

“Allowing for a delay gives the leg-
islature the time to create a meaning-
ful teacher/principal evaluation system 
without going through multiple unnec-
essary stages,” Fisher said. 

Stephen Jambor, president of the 
Brewster Board of Education, said he be-
lieves it will take at least two years to cre-
ate a proper teacher evaluation system 
and collect enough data to prove that it 
is effective and fair. 

“The people of New York need to put 
the burden of proof back in Albany be-
fore they start rolling out any more of 
this Mickey Mouse stuff because it’s 
causing children--our children--to suffer 
unnecessarily, and that’s not the purpose 
of education,” Jambor said.

School 
Officials 
to State: 
Wait to Get 
Education Bill 
Right
continued from page 11
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 060215

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
To Place a Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm for  
the next week’s publication

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

Warm, loving home for your precious 
baby. Much love, cherished forever. Ex-
penses paid. Legal/ confidential. Devoted 
married couple, Walt/Gina. Call for info: 
1-800-315-6957.

auCtions
VT Log Cabin on 18+/- Acres Foreclo-
sure Auction: June 26 2BR Log Home w/
Tree House, Detached Garage, Private, 
Wooded Location, Stream THCAuction.
com ï 1-800-634-7653

SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION- 
350+/- Properties June10+11 @10AM. 
Held at "The Sullivan" Route 17 Exit:109. 
800-243-0061 AAR Inc. & HAR Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 

Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HElp WantEd
WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS 
FOR BUSY DINER. Apply in person at 
Olympic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for 
Nick.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
UPSTATE NY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Foreclosures, Short Sales, Abandoned 
Farms, Country Estate Liquidations. 
Country Tracts avg. over 10 acres from 
$12,900 Waterfront, streams, ponds, 
views, farmhouses! Terms avail! Call: 888-
905-8847 NOW! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

lEGal notiCE
On April 27, 2015, the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Pleasantville, Westches-
ter County, New York (the “Village”) 
adopted a Bond Resolution, a summary 
of which is published herewith, and the 
validity of the obligations authorized by 
such resolution may be hereafter con-
tested only if such obligations were autho-
rized for an object or purpose for which 
the Village is not authorized to expend 
money or the provisions of law which 
should have been complied with as of the 
date of publication of this notice were not 
substantially complied with, and an ac-
tion, suit or proceeding contesting such 
validity is commenced within twenty 
(20) days after the date of publication of 
this notice, or such obligations were au-
thorized in violation of the provisions of 
the New York State Constitution. Sum-
mary of Bond Resolution
 1. Class of Objects or Purposes – the 
purchase of machinery and apparatus to 
be used for constructing, reconstruct-
ing, repairing or maintaining Village im-
provements, including a dump truck and 
sweeper to be used by the Department 
of Public Works, the cost of each item of 
which is $30,000 or more.
2. Period of Probable Usefulness – fif-
teen (15) years.
3. Maximum Amount of Obligations 
to be Issued - the maximum amount of 
obligations to be issued for the objects or 

purposes described above is $425,000.
The Bond Resolution herein summarized 
shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours for twenty 
(20) days following the date of publication 
of this notice at the office of the Village 
Clerk of the Village of Pleasantville, 
Westchester County, New York.

misC For salE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. Effective results begin after 
spray dries. Available: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, homedepot.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

vEndors
HAND CRAFTED ONLY for Nassau 
County's LARGEST family fair 29th 
yr†Attendance 120,000 +, 150-200 hand 
crafted vendors display. 9/19 & 9/20 
(516)†809-5892 bellmorecrafters@opton-
line.net

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

1-800-536-1401
Selling for 700+ Government Consignors, auctions closing nightly!

Washington County
Tax Foreclosed

Real Estate Auction
JUNE 13, 2015

Registration: 8:00 AM  •  Auction Starts: 10:00 AM

S A L E  L O C A T I O N :
Kingsbury Volunteer Hose Co. #1

3715 Burgoyne Ave., Hudson Falls, NY  12839

Property Catalogues available at: 
County Offices, 383 Broadway, Fort Edward, NY 12828

or Online at www.AuctionsInternational.com
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The 2015 Somers High girls lacrosse team -- including captains (L-to-R) -- Emily Englert, Nicole Demase, Christine Olert and Diana Bradbury -- became the first in program history to reach the NYSPHSAA Class 
B Final 4 after the state-ranked (No.5) Tuskers crushed Section 2 representative Niskayuna,18-4, Saturday in the regional finals at the University at Albany. Last year, the Tuskers fell short in the regional finals, 
falling to Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, 12-11, but Tusker Livy Rosenzweig had five goals and three assists while her sister Gabby Rosenzweig notched four goals and dished two assists, and teammate Nicole DeMase 
added five goals for the Tuskers, who will play Section 5’s Victor Friday at 2:30 p.m. at SUNY Cortland in the state semifinals... see Girls Lax Notebook

Somers Advances to NYS Lax Semis for 1st Time

We Came, 
We Saw, 

We Conquered!



By Tony Pinciaro
When state-ranked (No.5) 

Somers took the field for its 
New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association 
Class B Girls’ Lacrosse Regional 
Final against Niskayuna, the 
Tuskers were not satisfied with 
just being there.

Senior captain Nicole 
DeMase explained that after the 
Tuskers (18-2-1) lost in a 2014 
regional game to Burnt Hills, it 
changed their whole approach 
to the 2015 season.

“That fueled us and motivated 
us this season,” said the Johns 
Hopkins-bound DeMase. “We 
wanted to return to that game 
and go at least one step further 
and we felt with the team we 
had, we could do it.”

Somers achieved its goal and 
in doing so, made program 
history following an 18-4 
victory over Niskayuna, the 
Section 2 champs, at SUNY-
Albany, Saturday. Somers advanced to its 
first state final four in program history and 
will play Section 5 titlist, Victor, Friday, 
June 5, 2:30 p.m. at SUNY-Cortland.

The other semifinal has Watertown 
(Section 3) playing Eastport-South 
Manor (Section 11), also at 2:30 p.m. The 
semifinal winners will play for the Class B 
championship, Saturday, 2:30 p.m.

By earning a state final-four berth, the 
girls’ lacrosse team joins the 2014 girls 
soccer team and 2002 field hockey team 
in this category. The soccer team won the 

state Class A title last fall. In 2002, led by 
Sarah Shute and Katie Flynn, Somers won 
the Section 1 Class B title and went to the 
state final four.

The state final four is nothing new to 
Somers’ coach Jaime Irving. During her 
stand-out Lakeland/Panas career, Irving 
and her teammates played in the 2001 
state-final four. In Irving’s four years as a 
Lakeland/Panas assistant to coach Sharon 
Sarsen, the Rebels went to the state final 
four in 2007 and 2010.

Prior to manhandling previously 
unbeaten Niskayuna (18-1), Somers 

opened state play with a rather handy 
18-6 victory over Section 9 champion, 
Minisink Valley. DeMase led the way 
with five goals and two assists and Izzy 
LaRocca, Christine Olert and Livy 
Rosenzweig scored two goals apiece.

“We felt we played really well against 
Minisink Valley,” DeMase said. “We came 
out strong, which is what we’ve been doing 
our last few games. Once we took the lead, 
we controlled the tempo. Then we were 
also able to do this against Niskayuna.”

In both games, Somers had a 10-goal 
lead at halftime. Livy Rosenzweig and 

DeMase each had 
five goals and Gabby 
Rosenzweig netted four 
goals against Niskayuna.

“We ran into a buzz 
saw,” Nisky Coach Jason 
Bach told the hometown 
reporters. “Somers 
played phenomenal. 
They crashed hard on 
defense. They created 
turnovers. They finished 
on the offensive side. We 
did not do that. Somers 
is a great team. ”

DeMase said Somers 
viewed the regional final 
differently, this year.

 “Last year, 
it was our first time 
winning a sectional 
title and getting that far, 
so I think we were all 
just happy to be there,” 

DeMase said. “When 
we played Burnt Hills, 
we didn’t know what to 
expect.

“This year we all had 
the experience so we 
were prepared and we 
knew what to expect. 
We just stuck with the 
strategy that has been 
working for us all year.”

The state final four 
will be a new experience 
to all but one member 
of the lacrosse team 
– sophomore Mary 
Murphy. Murphy was 
a member of the 2014 
state-title-winning girls’ 
soccer team.

“Since Mary has the 
knowledge of playing in 
it I am sure if we have 
any questions she can 
help us out with them,” 
DeMase said.

Other than knowing 
what section Victor represents, DeMase 
said the unfamiliarity with the opponent 
is both good and bad.

“I think if we did know about them 
and who their top players are, it might 
freak us out and throw us off our game,” 
DeMase said. “Never having heard of our 
opponent until now forces us to bring our 
“A” game and leave it all out on the field.”

Based on this approach, regarding 
Somers playing its “A” game, the Tuskers 
understand what they need to do this 
weekend to win a state title.

“We have to continue playing like we’ve 
been playing in the postseason,” DeMase 
said. “Since the end of the season, we’ve 
been on a rise, and that’s what you want 
to be doing, as a team, at this point in the 
season.”

Irving agrees with DeMase.
“The chemistry on the team, both on 

and off the field, is helping us to peak at 
the perfect moment,” Irving said. “It’s 
amazing to be able to reach this level of 
play and the girls have worked extremely 
hard all season at strengthening our 
weaknesses. We have taken our mistakes 
from previous games and turned them in 
to learning experiences, which has only 
helped us to improve.   The girls know 
what it takes to compete at a high level 
and every day they push themselves and 
their teammates to better themselves in all 
aspects of their game.”

So far, it’s been better than any Somers 
girls’ lax team before them.

The Somers girls’ lacrosse team pose with their first Region 1 championship plaque after crushing Section 2 champ Niskayuna, 18-4, last 
Saturday.
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Girl’s LAX NotebookSports

Somers Makes History, Reaches First NYS Final 4
Tuskers Crush Nisky, Minisink; Victor Up Next

The Somers girls huddle up before the first Region 1 championship win in school history last Saturday at SUNY Albany.



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Generally speaking, this is what 
it boils down to almost each and 
every year: Class B Yorktown High 
representing Section 1, challenging 
whichever Long Island power 
survives the rigors of America’s 
premier lax hotbed. 

Seven times previously, Yorktown 
has outlasted the Long Island 
representative and gone on to win 
the NYS championship, and Coach 
Dave Marr’s reigning state champs 
will challenge Long Island’s finest 
for the NYSPHSAA Downstate 
semifinal in an effort to defeat 
Manhasset, the LI survivor, and 
earn a berth in Saturday’s NYS 
championship against the upstate 
winners; either Section 5’s Victor 
or Section 3’s Jamesville-DeWitt, 
at Vestal High School (just west of 
Binghamton). 

Yorktown (16-4) plays Long Island 
champion Manhasset at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
at Middletown High School after 
trouncing Section 2 champion Albany 
Academy, posting a 21-9 win last Saturday 
at Lakeland High School. The Husker 
starters were on the sideline for much of 
the second half, leaving the likes of Jamison 
Embury, Conor O’Meara, Stephen Foley, 
Brandon Meyerless, Anthony Altimari 
and Steven Veteri to tally their first playoff 
goals as Yorktown added another regional 
championship to its credit.

Yorktown broke off big leads, taking 
command before halftime (12-2) 
and leading 17-4 after three quarters. 
Sophomore Justin Cavalo showed why he 

will be a force to deal with the next two 
years, scoring a game-high four goals and 
dishing a pair of assists. The burly 5’11”, 
190-pound attackman has 43 goals for the 
year and 58 points; a monster year by any 
standards and the kind of stuff that will 
eventually land Cavalo a big collegiate 
gig down the road. His game is akin to 
recently-named All-American middie 
Michael Dedvukaj, who has taken his 
younger protégé under his wing.

“Cavallo is one of my best friends, even 
though he’s a sophomore,” Devukaj said. 
“He’s always with (Ryan) Baker and I like 
every day, and we shoot together every 
day, and I taught him how to back kids in 
and shoot the ball and just be patient and 
everything will come to you. He’s going to 

be better than me by next year. The kid’s a 
stud, no doubt.”

Senior A Logan Peters also scored a 
pair and dished a pair of assists while 
sophomore A Kyle Casey and senior 
M/A Billy Strassman each bagged a hat 
trick; it all bodes well for an attack unit 
that will need to step up its game against 
Manhasset. 

State-ranked (No.5) Yorktown’s 
sturdy poles will surely be tested as No.5 
Manhasset scores in bunches, putting 

up a 9-spot in a 9-6 win against top-
ranked Lynbrook last Tuesday to snare 
the Nassau crown. Formerly a Class C 
power that went undefeated in 2010 
en route to their last state crown, the 
Indians have forged into the Class B 
fray with a bang and added to its lore 
with a dramatic come-from-behind 
7-6 victory over Mount Sinai on 
Saturday to snag the LI crown.

Manhasset will not be taken lightly, 
Devukaj assured, taking note of their 
comment opponents, including CT 
powerhouse Darien, which crushed 
Yorktown, 15-3, and also defeated the 
Indians by a much closer 7-3 count.

“We know their beatable and we 
just have to come out strong and play 
as a team and we’ll be totally fine,” 
the Monmouth-bound Devukaj said. 
“I’m not worried at all. We’re going in 
with the most confidence we have all 
year

Local Section 1 All-Americans: 
Yorktown, Ryan Baker, Michael Dedvukaj

Local All-Section Honorees: Jared 
Hershman MF, Mike Smith MF, Ryan 
Tandy A (Hen Hud); Dan Foley MF, Aidan 
Hynes LSM, Max Littleton D, DJ Pearl 
MF (Mahopac); Dan Rivie A (Ossining); 
Kyle Bronzo MF, Ryan Mello G (Putnam 
Valley); Andrew Gross MF (Somers); Jose 
Boyer LSM, Dan Del Bene D, Nick Del 
Bene MF, Liam Donnelly G, Tim Forbes 
D (Yorktown)
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Boys Lax NotebookSports

BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Yorktown Rolls On, Defeats Albany Academy in Regional Rout
State-ranked (No.4) Huskers to Face No.5 Manhasset in Downstate Semis

Yorktown’s Conor O’Meara slips a behind-the-back crank past Albany Academy goalie in a 21-9 regional championship 
win by the Huskers.

Yorktown’s Justin Cavalo scored four goals in the Huskers’ regional championship win over Albany 
Academy last Saturday at Lakeland. Yorktown’s Dan Del Bene was one of  five Huskers named All-Section.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Bears P Jenna Sacchetti gave Brewster a late 5-4 lead with a three-run 
double in the bottom of  the fifth, but the Bears could not hold on.

No.1 Brewster Denied Class A Crown 
in 7th-Inning Breakdown

Brewster’s Nicole Rosner takes a rip in 8-6 Section 1 
championship loss for Bears, who had won 22-straight and were 
ranked No.1 in NYS before loss.

Brewster SS Caroline Alicandri makes put-out in Saturday’s 8-6 Class A final loss to Pearl River, who stunned the 
Bears and ended a historic 22-game win streak.

Brewster’s Ally Coleman makes catch in Bears’ 8-6 Class 
A championship loss to Pearl River, the two-time Section 
1 champs.

Brewster’s Colleen  McCoy slides in safely at 3B in Bears’ championship loss to Pearl River.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

For as much as we admire and respect 
the competitors in and about the NWE/
Putnam Examiner area, 2015 will not go 
down as a banner baseball year; not with 
just one team from the area reaching 
its respective Final 4 (Putnam Valley), 
not with just two others (Lakeland and 
Croton) making the quarterfinals and 
the remaining 10 or so teams failing 
to advance beyond the first round 
or outbracket round of the Section 1 
tournament. It certainly wasn’t for lack 
of effort in most cases. But, with that 
being said, local baseball aficionados 
have come to expect far greater success 
from the baseball programs of Northern 
Westchester/Putnam.

Seventh-seeded PUTNAM VALLEY 
was bounced from the Class B 
tournament after an abysmal first inning 
the enabled No.3 host Keio – the eventual 
runnerup to Albertus Magnus – to win 

a 10-3 semifinal game that ended Put 
Valley’s season at 15-7-1. A 
series of blunders, including 
three walks, a hit batter, two 
errors and a bad break, opened 
the flood gates to an eight-
run first for the state-ranked 
(No.17) Keio Unicorns, which 
have now knocked Coach Joe 
Natalie’s Tigers from playoff 
contention for a second-
straight year.

After a borderline All-
Section season, PV starting P 
Ryan Basso didn’t have his best 
stuff, his fielders behind him 
weren’t crisp and the Tiger bats 
had no answer for Keio P Kenta 
Nishiyama, who allowed just 
one hit and struck out seven 
over five scoreless innings.

Coach Natalie was at a loss to 
stop the benefits the Unicorns 

were afforded 
early on due to 
the brutal start, 
but admitted 
the 2015 Tigers 
did their part 
to get the 
program back 
to where he 
expects it; as a 
bona fide Class 
B contender 
with some good 
seasons on the 
horizon.

Put Valley 
had two players 
named to the 
A l l - S e c t i o n 
1 team, 
including RHP 
Eddie Lent and 
2B Nick Marro, 

and Basso, who was chosen All-League, 
could easily have been a third choice given 
the Tigers’ run to the semis and their 
difficult schedule.   

Others from the region named 
All-Section include: P Chris Henry, 
YORKTOWN, who gave the Huskers 
a chance each every time he toed the 
rubber. Henry (6-3) worked 52 innings 
this season, allowing just six earned runs 
for a 0.80 ERA with 57 whiffs. 

“Being a two year captain gives a little 
insight into the makeup of Chris,” Husker 
Coach Sean Kennedy said.  “Over the last 
two years Chris worked as hard as any kid 
I have had to get to where he is.  He did 
not give up a single earned run in any of 
his three losses and could have been 9-0.”

The Herkimer-bound Henry ends up in 
the top five all time in Yorktown in wins 
(12) and innings pitched (105). He also 
surpassed strikeouts in his career.

LAKELAND had two players tabbed, 
including junior LHP Kyle Peterson and 
senior C Richie Capria. The battery-mates 
carried the Hornets to the quarterfinals 
after a head-scratching start to the season. 
Peterson, a 6’4” 200-pound hurler with 
next-level stuff, has the goods to become 
an ace next season after pitching to the 
tune of a 1.50 ERA. 

WALTER PANAS did not receive an 
All-Section nod from the voters, but 
hurler Steven Speedling secured an All-
League nod by running an ERA of 1.81 as 
the club’s ace in the hole.

SOMERS Anthony Maestri had a solid 
campaign that produced an All-Section 
nod; the senior captain stroking to the 
tune of .352 BA, with 18 RBI, 15 runs, and 
eight doubles at the plate while going 3-2 
off the bump with 3.68 ERA, 26 IP and 15 
K's.

MAHOPAC put two players on the 
All-Section squad, including ace P Cal 
Lawrence (1.96 ERA, 46 K in 50 IP) and 
unheralded senior OF Joe Fichera, who 
flew under the radar despite a sterling stat 
line: .377 BA, 10 RBI, 14 runs and on OBP 
of .429. 

CARMEL saw junior 1B Sammy 
Ferranto produce All-Section digits, 
including a .406 BA with 10 doubles 
during a season when the Rams failed to 
produce much offensively. Rookie Coach 
Ryan Dahl is hoping to find some sticks 
on the lower levels and better fortune in 
Year 2.

CROTON had its best season in several 
years and saw senior catcher Izaak Cohen 
produce an All-Section, League III-A 
MVP year. The backstop hit .379, with 22 
RBI, scarfed 16-of-17 stolen bases, scored 
22 runs scored, hit 3 HRs and slugged 
to the tune of .606. “Izaak will be very  
tough to replace, very tough,” Coach Eric 
Rosen said.
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Put Valley’s Eddie Lent was named to the All-Section team after leading Tigers to 
Class B semis where they were defeated by Keio, the eventual runnerups to Magnus.

No.7 Put Valley Can’t Dig Out From Poor Start in Loss to No.3 Keio

Mahopac’s Joe Fichera earned an All-Section nod after stellar 
season for Indians’ Coach Chris Miller.

Put Valley's Just Say No & Go Run A Smashing Success

Runners take off  at the 2nd annual Just Say No & Go Road Race at the Putnam Valley Town Park last Saturday.
Race organizer Danny Turner and local runners raised over $1,500 for less fortunate kids 
who need physical activity but can’t afford it.
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Yorktown captains Michael Dedvukaj, Ryan Baker and Dan and Nick Del Bene pose with the Region 1 championship plaque after the state-ranked (No.4) Huskers’ 21-9 dismantling of  Section 2 champion Albany 
Academy in the NYSPHSAA playoffs last Saturday at Lakeland High School where Yorktown advanced to face state-ranked (No.5) Manhasset in wednesday’s Downstate semifinals at Middletown High School (8:00 
p.m.)... see Boys Lax Notebook

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Yorktown Advances to  NYS Final 4, Manhasset Next

Easy Peasy, Next Round 
Won’t  Be  So  Breezy


