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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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By Rick Pezzullo
Local elected officials criti-

cized the federal government 
for approving the expansion of 
the Algonquin Pipeline project 
that will run through Cort-
landt, Peekskill and portions of 
Yorktown.

Cortlandt Supervisor Linda 
Puglisi said she was “angry” that 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) ignored 
virtually all of the concerns 
raised by municipal officials 
and citizen opponents and gave 
Spectra Energy Corporation 
the green light to move forward 
only six weeks after the Final 
Environmental Impact State-
ment (FEIS) was submitted.

“It seems like it was a done 
deal before we even (spoke 
out) with our concerns and is-
sues,” Puglisi remarked. “It’s 
extremely frustrating and very 
disappointing. We don’t feel our 
questions have been answered. 
We don’t feel we were listened 
to. For FERC to make this de-
cision prematurely is not fair to 
all parties involved.”

County Legislator Peter 
Harckham (D/North Salem) 
was equally annoyed with 
FERC for seemingly ignoring 
an environmental assessment of 
the pipeline expansion on Blue 
Mountain Reservation that it 
was given in January.

Party Atmosphere
Adults and children, some in costume, joined together at the Chabad Purim Party at the Yorktown 
Community and Cultural Center on March 5.

By Rick Pezzullo
The seemingly never ending winter 

with freezing cold temperatures and pre-
cipitation has been draining local snow 
removal budgets.

Cortlandt, Somers and Yorktown have 
all exceeded their allotted funds for salt 
and labor to deal with the more than 20 
weather-related events during the first 10 
weeks of 2015, forcing officials to dig into 
reserves to try to keep the roadways clear 
for motorists.

“You can’t budget for a winter like this,” 
said Somers Highway Superintendent 
Thomas Chiavierni. “It’s definitely the 
coldest I remember, comparable with 
1995 and 1996, if not worse.”

Town Comptroller Glenn Cestaro said 
Cortlandt has blasted its $690,000 win-
ter budget by $250,000 to date, thanks 
mostly to $500,000 spent on salt, which is 
$150,000 over budget. For 2014, the town 
spent $485,595.

“It’s been a tough winter,” Cortlandt 

Supervisor Linda Puglisi said. “The crews 
have done a great job.”

In Yorktown, Highway Superintendent 
Dave Paganelli said the town has spent 
$700,000 on salt, $240,000 over budget, to 
service more than 400 miles of roadways, 
which is the second most for a municipal-
ity in Westchester (only Greenburgh has 
more).

Adding insult to injury, Yorktown was 
waiting for a delivery of 1,700 tons of salt 
for seven weeks due to a shortage from 

its supplier. To avoid that problem next 
winter, Paganelli said he’s going to seek 
permission from the town board to pur-
chase salt in August, which he maintained 
could save the town $100,000, and a host 
of headaches.

“Everyone is thirsty for water in a desert 
at the same time,” Paganelli remarked. “I 
understand the resident’s frustrations but 
we didn’t have a single event where we 
weren’t able to treat our roads.”

Wintry Weather Wreaking Havoc on Town Budgets

Area Officials Blast 
Feds for Approving 
Pipeline Expansion

continued on page 2

continued on page 13
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“By summarily approving the risky gas 
line project, the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission has shown that it is 
deaf to the valid concerns of residents 
and elected leaders, who simply asked 
for a more stringent review before letting 
Spectra move ahead,” Harckham said. 
“I’m disappointed and frustrated that a 
good deal of effort and energy went into 
identifying serious questions regarding 
the pipeline that they (FERC) apparently 
don’t feel need to be answered.”

Spectra Energy’s project would run 
from Stony Point, under the Hudson 

River, through Peekskill, Cortlandt, por-
tions of Yorktown and into Southeast, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massa-
chusetts.  The proposal would remove an 
existing 26-inch gas pipeline and replace 
it with a 42-inch one. The gas pressure 
would also increase by 25%.

“That is wherein lies the real problem, 
and the construction,” Puglisi said of the 
increased pressure. “We’ve been fighting 
this for two years.”

Opponents of the pipeline presented 
FERC with a petition containing more 
than 26,000 signatures at a public hear-
ing last year in Cortlandt. Many raised 

concerns about the pipeline, which has 
been located in the area for more than 
50 years without incident, sitting 1,500 
feet away from the Indian Point nuclear 
power plants in Buchanan.

In the 66-page decision it released last 
Tuesday, FERC appeared satisfied with the 
measures Spectra proposed for the pipeline 
near Indian Point in its FEIS, stating, “The 
NRC (Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 
concluded that a breach and explosion of 
the proposed 42-inch diameter natural gas 
pipeline would not adversely impact the 
safe operation of the Indian Point facility.”

County Board of Legislators Major-
ity Leader Catherine Borgia (D/Ossin-
ing) said FERC failed to address requests 
made by officials that an independent 
health analysis be conducted concerning 
the pipeline’s proximity to Indian Point.

“I am more than dismayed that all our 
reasonable requests have been ignored 
by the agency charged with regulating 
the energy industry,” Borgia said. “Be-
cause accidents involving gas pipelines 
do occur, sometimes with catastrophic 
results, I would think that a lot more due 
diligence would be put into this process 
before an approval was granted.”

In its report, FERC referenced an issue 
raised by Bernard Vaughey, chairman of 
Cortlandt’s Citizens Task Force, that op-
posed the pipeline expansion. On January 

29, Vaughey pointed to potential conflicts 
between the project construction and the 
emergency evacuation plans for Indian 
Point, claiming traffic disruptions associ-
ated with open cut road crossings could 
impede emergency response or evacua-
tion efforts at the nuclear facility.

However, FERC concluded since ac-
cess will be maintained it believes the 
pipeline construction will not affect any 
event or activities at Indian Point.

The owners of the Cortlandt Farm Mar-
ket on Route 202 expressed concern about 
an existing deck structure being disman-
tled and work occurring within their park-
ing lot significantly affecting their business. 
FERC responded by saying Spectra would 
compensate landowners for any temporary 
loss of land use or damages resulting from 
project construction.

Since the federal government super-
sedes municipalities, Puglisi, who noted 
Cortlandt spent approximately $300,000 
opposing the pipeline, conceded it was 
unlikely an appeal would be success-
ful. She called on local state and federal 
elected representatives to speak out.

“We are the low people on the totem 
pole,” Puglisi said. “We need state and 
federal people to help us. We have fought 
many obstacles over the years. We have 
been successful on most of them. There 
are so many questions still outstanding.”

Area Officials Blast Feds for Approving Pipeline Expansion

Fourteen people 
(nine adults and five 

children) were left 
homeless following 
a three-alarm fire 
on South Division 

Street in Peekskill last 
Wednesday night that 
destroyed two second 
floor apartments and 

a first floor doctor’s 
office. The accidental 

fire reportedly 
started in a kitchen.

continued from page 1
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St. Patrick’s Day Specials!

1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill •914-737-8375
 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

ATM
Prices Good Through  3/17/15 • Prices Before Tax & Deposit

Imported 
from Ireland

8 PK Cans

18 PK Cans

Variety Pack

12 PK Bottles

12 PK Cans

8.5 oz Cans

12 PK Bottles

30 PK Cans 6 PK Bottles

$1399 $1299$2199

$1699

$1599$1499

$1099

$799

$1699 $799

$1499

$1399

12 PK Bottles

12 PK Bottles

20 PK Bottles

$1599

$2199

NEW!

WE SELL 
GROWLERS-

8 SELECTIONS!

36 PK Cans 36 Pk Cans

Or 
Heineken 

Light

All 
Varieties

12 PK Bottles

$1399
12 PK Bottles

12 PK Bottles

Golden & 
Honey Apple

10 PK Cans

14.9 oz Cans

$1099

New Castle
Variey 
Packs
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Bob Giordano 
for Yorktown Town Council
Together we can move Yorktown into the future.

 I M 4 U • Elect Bob Giordano, 
he knows how to get things done.

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H

• Yorktown Landmarks  
  Preservation Committee
• Yorktown Planning Board
• Yorktown Historical Society
• Yorktown School Board Facilities  
  Committee
• The New Yorktown Chamber of Commerce
• Yorktown Lions Club
• Yorktown Smart Growth
• Yorktown Small Business Association
• Huntersville Association
• Christopher Columbus Society of Yorktown
• Yorktown Trail Town Committee
• Business Improvement Board
• PAPA Garden of Hope

Paid for by the Friends of Bob Giordano 874-4347 • rgiord19@optonline.net

Bob has been an advisor, advocate and mentor  
through leadership positions he held in many  

community organizations such as:

Vote March 10!

2008 Crompond Rd. • Cortlandt Manor
�(�N�e�a�r�	�H�u�d�s�o�n�	�V�a�l�l�e�y�	�H�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�	�C�e�n�t�e�r�)

914-737-1100 • Fax 914-737-1109

2 Westbrook Drive • Cortlandt Manor
�9�1�4�-�5�2�6�-�4�2�6�0

Fax 914-526-4912
�w�w�w�.�s�a�n�s�o�t�t�a�d�e�l�i�.�c�o�m

Saint Patrick's Day Dinner Special
Sliced Corned Beef Brisket • Braised Cabbage Wedges

Parslied Baby Carrots
Boiled Red Potatoes

Irish Soda Bread
$50.00 + tax

Order by 
3/12

Enough for 4-6 People

Find Your Dream Home On Your Smart Phone

Text
BHHSNY304

to 87778
and receive a link to 

download our mobile app

Croton Of�ice | 914.271.3300
 

Peekskill Of�ice | 914.739.5300

By Rick Pezzullo
One of the key members of Cortlandt 

Supervisor Linda Puglisi’s administra-
tion is turning in his calculator after 27 
years.

Town Comptroller Glenn Cestaro, 
who was appointed in 1988 and worked 
under three supervisors during his ten-
ure, will be officially retiring at the end of 
March but has agreed to remain as an ad-
visor for the rest of the year to help with 
the transition to a successor and with the 
preparation of the 2016 budget.

“I’ve been here a long time and en-
joyed it quite a bit,” Cestaro said. “Things 

are coming together so it’s the time in 
my life to move on. I will miss the peo-
ple I worked with, especially the staff in 
my office. I will miss not working for the 
town that I live in.”

A 34-year resident of Cortlandt, Ces-
taro, who grew up in Pleasantville, was 
one of 40 to 50 candidates who applied 
for the comptroller position when he was 
hired after serving as budget director for 
the City of Yonkers.

Puglisi had just been elected to her 
first and only term as a councilwoman 
when she voted to hire Cestaro, a deci-
sion she said was a no-brainer.

“He was by far the best candidate,” she 
said. “Excellence is the word that comes 
to mind when I think about Glenn Ce-
staro. Excellent in his financial work as 
our town comptroller, as an advisor to 
me and to the Town Board and to all of 
our departments. I can’t think of anyone 
else I would have wanted to be our comp-
troller to guide us through three national 
recessions and through the planning of 
our finances. It’s an end of an era.”

Cestaro is credited with being instru-
mental in helping Puglisi deliver annual 
budgets with unequaled low town prop-
erty tax increases while also maintaining 
healthy fund balances. He attributed the 
town’s success to “good forecasting” and 
“pay as you go whenever you can.”

“Give the supervisor and Town Board 
a lot of credit,” Cestaro said. “I think 
we’re in excellent financial shape.”

Puglisi said she and Cestaro worked 
well together and conceded it would be 
an adjustment for her to bond with a new 
comptroller.

“He and I developed an excellent part-
nership 24 years ago to be stewards of the 
town’s funds, to keep our town taxes low 
and to maintain a good adequate fund 
balance and low debt,” she said. “I will 
miss him very much, both professionally 
and personally.”

Deputy Comptroller Patty Robcke will 
be given an extra stipend to take over Ce-
staro’s duties until a new comptroller is 
hired, likely by May, according to Puglisi.

Cestaro, an avid New York Yankees 
fan, said he would be tending to some 
family matters and mentioned one re-
sponsibility of his job that he wouldn’t be 
shedding any tears over.

“I won’t miss the Monday and Tuesday 
night Town Board meetings,” he quipped.

Longtime Cortlandt Town Comptroller Cestaro Retiring 

Glenn Cestaro

Yorktown Councilman Vishnu Patel 
presented a certificate of achievement 
to Eagle Scout Eric G. Reyes on behalf  

of  the Town Board. Reyes’ Eagle 
project was to erect a flag pole at The 
Grange in Yorktown. The existing pole 

was rusty and leaning and the base 
was rotting wood. He went further to 

create a nautical type flagpole that 
would  be able to fly up to three flags 

from different areas of the flagpole. 
A new  concrete foundation was also 
poured and Patel created a garden 

around the surrounding area.
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Building Relationships Through 
Social Media

We are the first real estate company in the nation to help our sales associates 
build relationships through social media sites.

r a v e i s . c o m
" T h e  b e s t  w e b s i t e  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e "

V O T E D  # 1

Speak:Local
By connecting our sales associates' social media accounts, our digital marketing and 
content manager can push content directly to their social media sites.

Hot!Content
Our team of national editors searches out top-tier content.  This exclusive content is 
funneled to our sales associates' mobile devices, giving them the ability to post on the go. 

Social Media Assistant
Our dedicated concierge team completely coordinates all aspects of our sales associates' 
social media sites giving them the most effective presence possible. We post, reply, 
advertise and track the progress!

Follow us to learn more about how social media can help you 
during the home buying and selling process.

For more information, please contact us

1820 Commerce Street    |     Yorktown Heights, NY  10598    |      914.245.0460      |      Yorktown@raveis.com
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Wishing all my viewers a 
 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
May your neighbors respect you, trouble neglect you,

The angels protect you, and heaven accept you.
Watch me any time on Youtube by typing  
George Ondek and the name of the guest.

Meet the Candidates!
Yorktown Town Board Candidates Bob Giordano  

and Rosanne Brackett 
VOTe MaRCh 10Th!

Circulo DaVinci Scholarship Awards Dinner with  
Special Honoree of the Year Kacey Morabito

NYT best selling author Allison Pataki: “The Traitor’s 
Wife: The Woman Behind Benedict Arnold and the Plan  

to Betray America” and Putnam County Executive 
Mary Ellen O’Dell and her economic advisor.

By Neal Rentz
Local residents expressed both support 

and concerns about a proposed mixed 
use development off Routes 100 and 202 
that could bring a DeCicco & Sons su-
permarket to town during the March 5 
Somers Town Board public hearing. 

The combined public hearing was on 
the draft environmental impact state-
ment and a plan to create a new zone for 
the proposed Somers Crossing.

Boniello Land & Trust is propos-
ing that the project would include a 
19,000-square-foot supermarket with 
107 parking spaces and 80-unit multi-
family condominiums that would  be 
geared toward “active adults” 55 and old-
er on nearly 15 acres of a nearly 27-acre 
site off of Routes 100 and 202. Twelve of 
the units would be affordable.

Most of the property is zoned R-80, 
which allows one home per two acres; and 
a small portion on the front side of the land 
is zoned R-40, which allows for one home 
per acre.. The developer is asking the town 
board to create a Multifamily Residence 
Downtown Hamlet for the project, which 
would need planning board approval.

Richard O’Rourke, an attorney rep-
resenting the developer, told the town 
board his client is seeking to construct 
30 three-bedroom condos and 50 two-
bedroom units in the two-story town 

houses. 
Project engineer Timothy Allen told 

the town board that the housing would 
be intended for adults “wanting to down-
size.” 

John DeCicco Jr., a member of the fami-
ly that runs DeCicco & Sons supermarkets, 
said his company was interested in operat-
ing the proposed supermarket. One of the 
stores his family owns is an 18,000-square-
foot supermarket in Armonk, he said. 

Somers Supervisor Rick Morrissey 
said a supermarket was needed in town. 
“You would be a welcome business for 
our town,” he told DeCicco. 

Though Morrissey said he supported a 
new food store, he added that 80 would 
be too many units for the property. He 
said, “80 units would be pretty dense for 
site” and told the developer to consider 
constructing fewer homes. Developer 
Gus Boniello Jr. said he would answer the 
supervisor at a future date. 

The speakers at the public hearing 
generally supported the supermarket 
concept, but two said they had concerns 
about the potential environmental im-
pacts of the overall project. 

Resident Linda Simpson said she sup-
ported the concept of constructing a gro-

cery store on the property, but expressed 
other concerns with the project. Simpson 
said she was concerned that others who 
own property on Route 100 would seek 
rezonings for their land and that could 
lead to overdevelopment. 

“I don’t want to be like Yorktown,” she 
remarked.

Simpson also said she was troubled 
about potential environmental damage the 
construction of homes in the area would 
create, including the loss of wildlife.

Misti Duvall, a staff attorney with 
Riverkeeper, said she also had concerns 
about potential encroachment on the 
wetland buffer on the site and potential 
pollution from stormwater runoff. 

Two town residents and real estate 
agents, Lin Crispinelli and Gary Parker, 
said they both supported the project 
because it would bring a much needed 
supermarket to Somers. A common 
question from individuals who are con-
sidering moving into Somers is “Where 
do I go to do my grocery shopping?” 
Crispinelli said. Where is the grocery 
store in town? is “the first question” he 
is asked from individuals looking for a 
home in Somers, Parker said. 

The town board voted unanimously to 
adjourn the public hearing until its April 
9 meeting. 

Somers Crossing Project Debated at Public Hearing

 NEAl RENTz PHoTo
Somers resident linda Simpson expressed concerns about the proposed Somers Crossing development 
during the March 5 public hearing. 



March 10 - March 16,  2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384

EcOnOmy
Fuel Oil          Propane

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Margaret Burgess
Margaret Rooney Burgess, of Winter 

Haven, Florida and formerly of Cort-
landt, died on March 2. She was 86.

She was born on December 1, 1928 
in New York City. She retired from the 
Board of Cooperative Education Serv-
ices (BOCES) after 20 years of dedicated 
service. She was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband, Thomas, parents, 
Matthew and Margaret Rooney, daugh-
ter, Mary Theresa Burgess, brother and 
sister-in-law John (Frances) Rooney and 
niece Patricia Rooney. She is survived by 
daughters Margaret Lenihan (William) 
and Eileen (Al) Holden, grandchildren 
Matthew and Caroline Lenihan, nephew 
Matthew (Marcia) Rooney and niece Al-
ice Rooney. Her Catholic faith and love 
for her family and friends were the focus 
of her life.

Albin Sabol
Albin Sabol, a resident of Peekskill, 

died on March 3, at the NYS Veteran’s 
Home in Montrose. He was 91.

He was born on March 3, 1924 in Bay-
onne, NJ. He was a proud WWII Navy 
Submarine Veteran and a member and 
past president of the Hudson Valley Base 
United States Submarine Veterans, New 
Paltz, NY. He worked for the NY Tel-
ephone Company for over 40 years, re-
tiring in 1985.

He is survived by his loving daugh-
ters, Karen Segelken and Nadine Keeney; 
devoted grandpa to 10 grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren and a car-
ing brother to six brothers and a sister. 
He was predeceased by his beloved wife 
Connie in 2010. 

Dorothy Thomas
Dorothy T. Thomas, a resident of the 

Village of Buchanan, died on February 
26. She was 93.

She was the daughter of Bertha and 
Charles W.A. Travis of Peekskill. She 
was predeceased by her sister Bertha 
(Travis) Bell and her brother Charles 
Travis. She is survived by her husband 
of more than 68 years Frank W. Tho-
mas of Buchanan, a daughter Ellen 
(Joe) Chindano of Verplanck, and a son 
Charles (Barbara) Thomas of Vails Gate, 
NY. She leaves her dearest grandchil-
dren Kevin Ryan (Amina) Thomas of 
New Windsor, NY, and Carissa Kaitlyn 
Thomas of Modena, NY, a cousin Rob-
ert (Nancy) Hooley of Ossining, NY, 
and two special nieces, Marilyn (Jay) 
Palefsky of Garrison, NY, and Janice 
(Robert) Heyn, of Wellesley, MA, and 
several other nieces and nephews.

She was an active member of her 
church and was member of the Altar 
Guild for over 50 years and also served 
as a vestry person. She and her husband 
served for 44 years as volunteers at the 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center where 
she also served as the Recording Secre-
tary for the Hospital Auxiliary. She was 
also a member of the Cortlandt Chapter 
of the DAR and a member of the Bucha-
nan Senior Citizens Club.

Mrs. Thomas was a graduate of the 
NYS University College at New Paltz and 
was a highly respected teacher of reading 
and math at the F.G. Lindsey Elementary 
School in Montrose. She still receives 
letters of appreciation from former stu-
dents.

She and her husband were lovers of 
the seashore, where both have walked 
the beaches from Maine to Florida. She 
was an avid knitter and enjoyed her craft 
work. Most importantly she was an out-
standing grandmother. 

Mary Ceccolini
Mary E. Ceccolini, a longtime Ossin-

ing resident, died on March 1. She was 
85. 

Born in Tarrytown on February 22, 
1930, she was the daughter of Bernard 

and Theresa Malone Cudney. She was 
raised in Pocantico Hills. She graduated 
from Mount St. Vincent College and later 
received a Master’s Degree from Manhat-
tanville College. She went on to teach in 
the Ossining Public Schools for 24 years.

On September 11, 1954, she married 
Vincent J. Ceccolini in the Church of the 
Magdalene. He predeceased her in 1964. 
The couple settled in Ossining where 
they raised their family. She had moved 
to Cortlandt several years ago and was 
a member of the Cortlandt Senior Citi-
zens. She had been a member of the Os-
sining Historical Society.

She is survived by her children Vincent 
(Eloise) of Stormville, Jane (Stephen) 
Collins of Hamilton, MA and John (Pa-
wadee) of Cortlandt. She is also survived 
by her grandchildren Michael, Danielle, 

Brendan and Brianna Ceccolini. In addi-
tion to her husband, she was predeceased 
by her daughter Susan in 1968 and her 
siblings Carol, Patricia, Constance and 
Michael.

Mary Fagan
Mary A. Fagan, a resident of Croton-

on-Hudson, died on March 1. She was 
83.

She was born in Brooklyn. She and her 
husband Donald R. Fagan, Sr. were the 
proprietors of a famous interior design 
shop in Dobbs Ferry for over 60 years.

She is survived by her beloved hus-
band.; devoted children, Donald R. Jr. 
(Anne), Ann and Barbara and four car-
ing granddaughters. 

Obituaries

RiCk PEzzullo PHoTo
A close-knit family of  deer trudged through the snow in the backyard of  a Continental Village 
home Friday. 
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Should We or Shouldn’t We?
By Susan Siegel, Yorktown Councilwoman

Is there a problem with the current 
zoning code relating to sober living 
residences (SLRs)? I say yes. Supervisor 
Grace says no.

Does the zoning code need to be up-
dated? I say yes. Supervisor Grace says no.

I say there are ambiguities in the cur-
rent zoning code that need to be cleared 
up, namely the definitions of “family” 
and “convalescent home,”  and also the 
need for a new, separate special permit 
for SLRs and possibly other congregate 
living arrangements. 

Supervisor Grace disagrees. He has no 
problem with the current definitions of 
“family” and “convalescent home” and 
thinks that zoning should concern itself 
with regulating physical standards such 
as the number of kitchens in a dwelling 
unit or front, rear and side yard setbacks, 
not definitions. 

It’s important to note that if the Town 
Board amends the zoning code relating 
to sober living residences, the new provi-
sions would apply only to NEW applica-
tions. The changes would not be retroac-
tive and would not affect the Compass 
Westchester application that dates back 
to December, 2013.  

The current definition of “family” 
reads: One or more persons occupy-
ing a dwelling unit and living as a single 
housekeeping unit with kitchen facilities 
and other rooms used in common.”

Do you think 12-14 unrelated persons, 
paying as much as $7,500 a month to a 

profit making business to live in a house 
for 30 to 90 days constitutes a family?

Then there’s the confusion over what 
constitutes a convalescent home. That 
definition is even more problematical 
than the definition of “family” because 
there are actually two conflicting defi-
nitions in the zoning code. One section 
uses the exact same definition for both a 
convalescent home and a nursing home, 
while another section has a very differ-
ent definition for a nursing home but in-
cludes convalescent homes.

Then there’s common sense. Just as 
the definition of family has changed over 
time, the meaning of the term convales-
cent home has changed. If you ask five 
people what they think a convalescent 
home is, you’re likely to get five different 
answers. And, if you do a google search 
for “convalescent homes,” what comes 
up are either nursing homes or facilities 
with the word convalescent in their title 
but which provide medical services. 

Sober living residences do not provide 
medical services. That’s one of their de-
fining and distinguishing characteristics. 
There are no licensed health profession-
als on staff or on the premises of a sober 
living residence. Unlike other health care 
facilities, sober living residences are not 
licensed or regulated — by the county, 
the state or the federal governments.  

Fifty plus years ago when the current 
zoning code was adopted, there were con-
valescent homes but no sober living resi-
dences. Today, we have sober living resi-

dences but no convalescent homes, at least 
not the kind that existed 50 years ago. The 
term convalescent home should either be 
scrapped entirely or redefined to reflect the 
world of 21st century health care.

Let’s be clear. The issue isn’t whether 
or not to permit sober living residences 
in Yorktown.  Notwithstanding the fact 
that the law says we can’t prohibit SLRs, 
as a councilwoman and as a human be-
ing, I believe we have a moral obligation 
to help others. We need to show compas-
sion for individuals who are committed 
to turning their lives around.  

But that doesn’t mean we can’t  — and 
shouldn’t — regulate sober living resi-
dences, just as we regulate day care fa-
cilities, boarding houses, private schools, 
and other commercial uses that are per-
mitted  in residential neighborhoods by 
special permit.

The zoning code deals with land use 
issues. Supervisor Grace wants to know 
what the land use problem is regarding 
SLRs. The problem is clear: As a Town 
Board, we should be doing what we can 
to protect the residential character of our 
residential neighborhoods and, at the 
same time,  provide for the health, safe-
ty and welfare of the inhabitants of the 
Town of Yorktown, including the inhab-
itants of sober living residences.  We can 
do both. We must do both.

So please, once we have a full five 
member Town Board in place, let’s start 
working together to update our zoning 
code.

Guest Commentary

Letters 
Candidate Will Not Be Intimidated by Bullying Tactics

To the Editor:
You know how you can smell fear in 

your opponents? By reading what their 
supporters write. They are so scared that 
they have resorted to distorting the truth 
about a candidate in the March 10th Spe-
cial Election. That candidate is me

I am thankful to my supporters who 
have written letters on my behalf. They 
were written to talk about the things 
that would make me a good Town Board 
Member and why I would be an effec-
tive advocate for them and the Town in 
general. They did not dredge up half a 
decade old personal information on my 
opponent that has nothing to do with the 
election or the issues at hand. They did 
not bad mouth him.  They did not set out 
to bully or disparage anyone. In support-
ing me they certainly have not reported 
facts incorrectly or twisted the words of 
my opponent.

Now, my opponent’s supporters are 
not on the same ethical level as mine. 

They took the low road. They took the 
words intimidation and bullying to a 
whole new level. Unfortunately for them, 
I am not one to succumb to these tactics. 
I know who I am. And I know they are 
scared of me.

They are dreading a woman, a mother, 
an engaged resident and volunteer who 
is well informed and has all the work/
management experience needed to do 
the job of a Town Councilwoman. They 
fear me sitting on the board, making 
a closed government open, making a 
secretive, back room, republican lead 
board accountable. So they decided to 
run a smear campaign.

This smear campaign goes back 5 
years to when my husband and I were 
faced with the kind of situation that 
many young couples have to deal with. 
We wanted a family. Finally, after years of 
trying, we turned to fertility treatments. 
Thank god, they worked, and we now 
have two lovely daughters – little girls 

that are the center of our life. I can’t begin 
to say how grateful we are for the miracle 
of having them with us.

But as anyone knows who has been 
through this ordeal, it can try your soul. 
It can test your faith. And in the process 
of working through that I kept a diary. 
But like so many of my generation, it was 
a blog. It helped to have my friends and 
family give us their thoughts and support 
through this trial.

These thoughts were twisted by a man 
who is a former paid political operative 
for Supervisor Michael Grace’s cam-
paign. He’s been paid over $10,000 for 
his efforts. It is obvious that this was a 
planned and concerted effort to detract 
from my campaign just days before the 
Special Election in a desperate attempt to 
control the town board.

My question is, why are they so afraid 
of me? Why do they want my opponent 
in office so badly? Do they have some-

continued on page 12
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Singer/Songwriter

Ray Rubio

All WorkDone on Premises7 Days/Week

TRANSFER FILM, PHOTOS, 
SLIDES & VIDEO TO DVD

OR ANY DIGITAL FORMAT

1929 Commerce Street, Room #10 

914-245-1002
www.CamelVideo.com

Hours by Appointment Only
No Copyrighted Material Please!

1 to 8 tapes (minimum order $20)

$10 PER TAPE

ALL CONSUMER FORMATS
2nd Copy FREE with Facebook Offer 

(see website)

$8 
Tape
for orders of 9  

or more

Brunch with Ray Rubio
March 22, Noon to 3 P.M.
Mohansic Grill and Lounge

Also Appearing on April 12, 7 P.M. & June 19, 7 P.M.
The Winery at St. George

Visit rayrubiomusic.com for updates! 
Hear Ray’s music online now on Facebook!

@raytherubio
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, YOUTUBE, VINE

soundcloud.com/raytherubio

Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3
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Saturday, April 18, 2015 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Solaris Sports Club, 201 Veterans Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Vendor & Sponsorship Opportunities Still Available! 
Contact Events To Remember for Details:  

(914) 218-3968 or EventsCJH@EventsRemember.com 

Tips on Healthy Living
Find the answers to your

Health & Fitness questions
Healthy Snacks

Green Living  
Aiming to improve health,
well-being & quality of life

Home Improvement
Renovations 

Interior Decorating 
Buying & Selling Your Home 

Energy-Saving Ideas

Solaris Sports Club
FREE 

ADMISSION

Exercise 

Demo’s
Cooking 
Demo’s

Workshops

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

Think Spring!

Join us for 

Ladies
  

Night 
on Thursday & 

Friday Nights!

Now booking  
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Private  
Party Room

Available

RegisteR Now  foR 
Summer Camp

DetailS 
oN website

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After 
Camp Care Available

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

By Martin Wilbur
For many women who work in the busi-

ness world or a corporate environment, they 
never seem to have enough shoes. Whether 
it be for various business engagements, a 
casual night out or needing to color coordi-
nate footwear with their outfit, some wom-
en could go through multiple pairs of shoes 
in the same day.

Kara Schwartz, a 25-year fashion industry 
veteran, once faced that problem.

“Why can’t someone, why can’t some 
designer come up with a shoe that you can 
just wear from morning to night that’s super 
comfortable, that you can just change the 
accessories?” Schwartz pondered.

So the Yorktown mom of two teenage 
boys took the matter into her own hands-
-literally. In November, Schwartz, 49, 
launched Flop Girl by Kara Mac, a line of 
her own shoes with an assortment of at least 
15 to 20 decorative heel coverings and toe 
clips that transform the same shoe into mul-
tipurpose footwear.

“If I wanted to look corporate during the 

day or fashionable during the day, I would 
wear one (pair of shoes) to coordinate with 
my outfit, and if I had an event that night, I’d 
slip this one on,” Schwartz said. “You could 
put five pairs of shoes in your purse.”

Currently, Schwartz offers three styles of 
shoes--the Patent Pump and the Smokin’ 
Hot Slipper are basic classic-style black 
shoes that start at $99 a pair, and the Betty 
Boot, which is an ankle-high boot for $159 
and up. This year she will introduce two 
more styles into her collection, another 
pump and a sandal, both of which can be 
similarly decorated with various ornaments.

The shoes are available in sizes 6 to 11 1/2 
for the Patent Pump, 6 1/2 to 11 1/2 for the 
Smokin’ Hot Slipper (half-sizes only) and 6 
to 10 1/2 for the boot. She sells an insert for 
those who are between sizes.

Having suffered through her share of 
painful shoes, comfort is mandatory for 
Schwartz. There are all kinds of trendy styles 
that come and go and look great, but some 
of those damage women’s feet. Her shoes’ 
insteps are soft and plush, and the leather 

material is sturdy.
“I wanted to make it super high quality so 

the shoe lasts a really long time,” she said.
From the time she was 12 years old, 

Schwartz, who grew up in Somers through 
sixth grade before her family moved upstate, 
wanted nothing else but to work in the fash-
ion industry. She recalled announcing to her 
mother that she would attend the Fashion 
Institute of Technology and never applied to 
another college. 

Although Schwartz studied women’s 
wear, her first job after graduating FIT was 
in menswear, and that’s where she would 
stay for more than 25 years.

Now, Schwartz manages her online busi-

ness from her Crow Hill Road home, a wel-
come change from the years of commuting 
into Manhattan, where at least 12-hour 
days were commonplace. Each morning 
she sends her husband, Steve, a financial in-
dustry professional, off to work and her two 
sons off to school. By 6:45 a.m. she is ready 
to start her day.

While Flop Girl launched in November, 
Schwartz said she first had the idea for the 
business about three years ago. But it wasn’t 
until she visited the business academy of 
Daymond John of “Shark Tank” fame at 
about this time last year that she had the 
gumption to make a go of it on her own. 
John listened intently to Schwartz’s plan and 
succinctly said to her “this could be huge.”

“That gave me the confidence to say, ‘You 
know what, this is what I’m doing from now 
on,’” Schwartz recalled. “I’m not working 
and doing this on the side.”

Then last May 30, she left her job to 
prepare to start her business. Schwartz 
launched Flop Girl over the Thanksgiving 
weekend. She signed up for space at the 
Massachusetts Conference for Women, a 
gathering of some 10,000 women in Boston, 
and she couldn’t run the mobile reader to 
take credit cards fast enough.

“I needed four other people in my booth 
because the demographics of the women 
who were at this were perfect,” Schwartz 
said.

For more information on Flop Girl by 
Kara Mac, visit the website at www.flopgirl.
com or e-mail flopgirl@flopgirl.com.

know your
Neighbor

Kara Schwartz
Fashion Designer

Yorktown

Kara Schwartz
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St. Patrick’s Day Specials
Sale Prices Effective March 10-17 •  All Prices + Tax & Deposit

Bud & Bud Light 
$2199
36 PK Cans

Bud & Bud Light 
$1499
20 PK Bottles

New Castle
Variety Pack
$1499
12 PK Bottles

Strong Bow Cider
$799
6 PKs

Bud Mixx Trail
Premium Cocktail
$1299
8 Pk

Murphys Stout
$1199
10 PK Cans

Stella Cidre
$1599
12 PK Bottles

Goose Island
$1599
12 PK Bottles

Heineken/Heineken Light
Heineken Dark/Amstel Light
$1499
12 pks

Oculto
Beer aged in  
Tequila Barrels
$1499 

12 Pk

Stella Family
$1599
12 PK Bottles

Rolling Rock
$1599
30 PK Cans
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Ossining Town Board has decided 

to suspend further talks about considering 
a Homestead Option, which could signifi-
cantly raise the assessments and property 
taxes for residential and commercial land 
owners, and condo and co-op owners.

In a written release issued by Super-
visor Sue Donnelly last week, the town 
board concluded it would be unable to 
tackle both revaluation and the Home-
stead Option simultaneously. The town 
is in the process of revaluating properties 
for the first time in 43 years.

“After considerable review and analy-
sis by this board and in consultation with 
legal counsel and the town assessor, the 
board has determined it is in the best in-
terest of the entire community to table, 
or suspend pursuit of, the Homestead 
Option,” the release stated. “In fairness 
to the community members, to the asses-
sor, and to this board, we need to focus 
on the revaluation in its own right.”

The board did not rule out reconsider-
ing the Homestead Option in the future.

Ossining Town 
Board Decides to 
Table Homestead 
Option

You.
A happier you.

A happier, healthier you.

We know that sometimes it takes more than just hard work and determination to become a happier, healthier 

you. That’s why we offer a weight loss surgery program specifically designed to help, with the latest surgical 

techniques, nutritional counseling and support programs. 

Ready to take the next step? Please join us for a no-commitment seminar moderated by Dr. Thomas 

Cerabona, Dr. Ashutosh Kaul and Dr. Anthony Maffei, general surgeons from Surgical Intensivists, P.C.  

and members of the PHC medical staff. Simply call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot today or to 

learn more, visit health-quest.org/WeightLossSurgery. 

          Putnam Hospital Center seminars                        Vassar Brothers Medical Center seminars
                    March 26th and April 23rd at 4:30 PM                                      March 12th and April 9th at 5:00 PM 

BARIATRIC SURGERY SUPPORT GROUPS
Northern Dutchess Hospital March 3rd and April 7th at 7:00 PM — (845) 871-3600
Putnam Hospital Center March 26th and April 23rd at 6:00 PM — (845) 230-4797

Vassar Brothers Medical Center March 23rd and April 15th at 6:00 PM — (845) 454-8500 Ext. 73026

State Police
February 27
James Zambrano, 41, of Buchanan, 

was charged with driving while in-
toxicated. Troopers stopped the vehi-
cle Zambrano was operating on Kings 
Ferry Road for failing to maintain its 
lane of travel. While speaking with 
Zambrano, troopers noted a strong 
odor of an alcoholic beverage from 

his breath. He later provided a posi-
tive breath sample. He is scheduled to 
appear in Cortlandt Town Court on 
March 13.

March 1
Christian Coronel, 24, of Cortlandt, 

was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. Troopers were dispatched to in-
vestigate a one-car property damage 

accident that occurred on Montrose Sta-
tion Road. Investigation revealed Coro-
nel, the driver, was intoxicated at the 
time of the crash. He is due in Cortlandt 
Town Court on March 16.

Yorktown Police
March 4 - 2:23 p.m. – James Hunter, 

Jr., 40, of Yorktown, was charged with 
criminal obstruction of breathing or 

blood circulation and criminal mis-
chief, both misdemeanors, following a 
call of a domestic dispute in progress 
on Linette Court. Officers Donald Pe-
ters and Angel Garcia were dispatched 
to the scene and following an investiga-
tion arrested Hunter after he allegedly 
a choked a resident, causing no injury, 
and also attempted to prevent the vic-
tim from calling police.

 Police Blotter

thing to hide? I also would like to ask the 
Yorktown News, why they would print 
such a reprehensible letter? 

This is the way things work around 
here. If you try to make a difference for 
the better, be ready for an avalanche of 
haters. Don’t worry, I’m not going any-
where. Not today, and not anytime soon. 
I’m still standing. I’m still running in this 
election, and win or lose, I will continue 
to fight for a responsive and accountable 
town government in Yorktown, even if 
the attacks continue to turn on me per-
sonally. We deserve better than this and I 
am willing to continue this work. 

RosannE BRackETT

Letters 
Candidate Will Not 

Be Intimidated 
continued from page 8
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialFor many years, I have

written as “The Home Guru” 
for this paper and online and, 
in interviewing experts on the
real estate market and home
improvement, I’ve learned a 
lot about my chosen field. 

Allow me to put that knowledge
to work for you when it comes
time to market your home for
sale or to find your new 
dream home. 

I’d love to work with you,
so call me! ”

“

“

“

2015GenericRaveisAd_Layout 1  1/10/2015  4:52 PM  Page 1

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight against colorectal cancer. 

MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE
PURCHASE, NY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
events.coloncancerchallenge.org

T H E  T W E L F T H  A N N U A L  C O L O N  C A N C E R

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. *SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are 
registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 
were involved in the production of, and do not enclose the program. ** Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or 
Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.                                HPA101-YKT(3/15)

HuntingtonHelps.com
1 800 CAN LEARN®

DON’T WAIT FOR THE

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Associationt of Colleges and 
Schools (MSA). To find out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, 
CALL NOW!

 

For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors have 
worked one-to-one with students to help them master the skills 
needed to make their next report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12 
Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills • Spelling
Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING   MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE
 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  • Calculus  

Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

AT PSAT • ACT
Advanced Placement (AP)* • State Tests • GED • ASVAB • ISSE 
SSAT • ELA • Regents • TACHS • COOP • CMT 

EXAM PREP

REPORT CARD.
GET HELP NOW.

SAVE
$100**

WHEN YOU
CALL TODAY!

Nanuet
845-624-6800 914-722-6100

Scarsdale

Yorktown Heights
914-245-8882

Westport
203-226-4900

914-946-7800
Scarsdale

For additional locations in your area call

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

10% OFF!
On Orders Placed and Paid for 

With this ad now Through 3/14/15
Delivery ANYTIME at Customer Request

Non Commercial Only

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL!
• Gravel • Topsoil • Mulch • Item 4 • Pro-Mix • Sweet Peet

All officials emphasized the smaller 
but more lingering snow accumulation 
storms were often worse to tackle, and 
more costly, since they require crews to 
treat the roads more frequently.

“A blizzard is a beautiful thing,” Pa-
ganelli quipped. “Every storm is unique. 
One storm we used 2,000 tons of salt when 
we had seven-and-a-half hours straight of 

freezing rain.”
Chiavierni, who has been highway super-

intendent since 1999, said Somers uses 20 to 
25 trucks to service 115 miles of town roads 
and 15 miles of state roads. He said Somers 
is over budget about $30,000 for materials 
and $11,000 for overtime as of last week.

“We’re staying alive,” he said. “We’ve 
never been out (of salt), but we came 
close.”

Wintry Weather Wreaking 
Havoc on Town Budgets
continued from page 1

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
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By Tiffany Jansen
Nick Young has been tinkering 

with electronics for as long as he can 
remember. 

“I’ve always liked seeing how 
everything works,” he says. After a 
while, he started building computers for 
himself, “just as a hobby.”

So it seemed only fitting for the 
23-year-old Cortlandt resident to turn 
fixing everything from iPhones to 
computers into a business. 

Though Smart Fix Phone Repair only 
officially opened a few weeks ago, Young 
has been repairing electronics in Putnam 
County for some time. It all started when 
his own iPhone broke. After taking the 
device to a couple different repair shops 
and suffering major sticker shock, he 
decided to do the repairs himself. 

He was able to fix the phone quite 
easily thanks to his technical background 
(Young’s also logged in more than 30 
credit hours studying computer science 
at Westchester Community College), 
and for a fraction of what they would 
have charged him at a repair shop. 

“No one wants to pay hundreds of 
dollars to get their phone fixed,” Young 

says. “And people shouldn’t have to pay 
three times what the parts cost to get the 
job done.”

It struck him that he could offer repairs 
at a third of what his competitors were 
charging and still make good money. He 
decided to put his schooling on hold and 
began doing repairs out of his home and 
from the gas stations and park-n-rides 
where he also bought phones to use for 
parts.

Word of Young’s technical prowess and 
fair prices spread, eventually reaching Lou 
Maiello, owner of THEXTRACHANGE 
in Mahopac. Maiello thought his clients 
might be interested in Young’s services 
and contacted Young to offer him a space 
in the buy/sell/trade/consign shop. 

“We first spoke in November of last 
year and kept in touch in December,” 
said Young. “I started moving everything 

in in January and officially opened in 
February.”

So far, business has been good. 
Besides posts on local buy/sell pages 
on Facebook, Smart Fix Phone Repair 
doesn’t have an online presence yet. 
Though Young makes a point of setting 
out business cards wherever he can, new 
customers are hearing about his business 
almost exclusively by word of mouth. 
“My mom even sends me customers,” he 
says. “She works at a salon and tells her 
clients about me if they mention needing 
repairs.”

“I get a lot of customers who had 
repairs done elsewhere and paid a lot 
more, but it wasn’t done right,” Young 
continues. “I just want people to know 
that it can be done right the first time and 
at a much better price than what major 
retailers offer.”

He hopes to someday expand Smart 
Fix Phone Repair and eventually grow it 
into a franchise. Until then, if your iPad, 
iPhone, computer, or game console needs 
fixing, head to THEXTRACHANGE on 
Route 6 and ask for Nick Young.

Smart Fix Phone Repair is located 
at 369 Route 6 in Mahopac, NY inside 
THEXTRACHANGE. Drop by the shop 
or call Nick Young at 845-520-0672.  

smart Fix Phone Repair
Mahopac

Businesses

of the Week

TiFFANY JANSEN PHoTo
owner Nick Young of Smart Fix Phone Repair.

No one wants to pay hundreds of dollars to get 
their phone fixed and people shouldn’t have to pay 
three times what the parts cost to get the job done.’  

—  NiCk YouNG, SMART FiX PHoNE REPAiR
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Small NewS 
iS BiG NewS 

The Paramount Hudson Valley 
Theater is proud to present the Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival’s produc-
tion of Macbeth on Saturday, March 21 
in downtown Peekskill. Shakespeare’s 
thrilling tragedy tells the tale of a young 
man’s murderous ambition to steal the 
crown. This spine-tingling tale will seize 
your imagination with witches, warlords, 
spells and superstitions and electrify you 
with every twist and turn through mur-
der, madness and mayhem.

The March 21 performance at the 
Paramount Theater will be the first stop 
for this touring production. The play 
runs approximately 90 minutes. Suitable 
for middle-schoolers and up. Includes a 
post-show talkback with the cast.

The Mission of the HVSF is to en-
gage the widest possible audience in a 
fresh conversation about what is essen-
tial in Shakespeare’s plays. Theatre lives 
in the here and now, at the intersection 
between the virtuosity of the actor, the 
imagination of the audience, and the in-
spiration of the test.

“The Paramount Hudson Valley wel-
comes  the prestigious Hudson Shake-
speare Festival,” says Paramount CEO 
Kurt G. Heitmann. “We at the Para-
mount are committed to sharing the joy 
of  live theater in this vibrant community. 
This production is going to wow the au-
dience!”

About the Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
Festival:

Founded in 1987, HVSF’s primary 
home is a spectacular open-air theater 
tent at Boscobel House and Gardens 
in Garrison, NY. Every summer, more 
than 35,000 patrons join us there for a 
twelve-week season of plays presented 
in repertory, with the natural beauty of 
the Hudson Highlands as our backdrop. 
Our exuberant productions garner con-
sistent critical acclaim from regional and 
national media (The New York Times, 
New Yorker, The Wall Street Journal) 
for communicating great stories with 
clarity, energy and imagination. HVSF 
also takes the magic of Shakespeare and 
live theater beyond our tent by touring 
shows throughout the Hudson Valley 
and by presenting limited runs of classic 
plays in local landmark venues. Our ac-
claimed arts education programs include 
training for early-career theater artists, 
professional development for educators, 
and programs and performances that 
serve more than 40,000 middle and high 
school students each year.

Event: The Hudson Valley Shake-
speare Festival’s Macbeth
Date: Saturday, March 21
Time: 2 p.m.
Tickets: $23 Adults, $17 Students/
Seniors/Kids
Website: http://paramounthudson-
valley.com/events/event/hudson-
valley-shakespeare-festival-macbeth

HV Shakespeare Festival at 
Paramount Theater in Peekskill

Croton Office: 914.271.3300

Peekskill Office: 914.739.5300

Paramount Hudson Valley 
CEo kurt Heitmann (right) 
recently presented a $550 
check from the proceeds 
of  the Paramount’s 
holiday performance of  the 
Nutcracker ballet to New York-
Presbyterian/Hudson Valley 
Hospital to support its “Santa’s 
Helpers” program. Accepting 
the donation were hospital 
President John Federspiel 
and Santa’s Helpers program 
facilitator Sue lepore.
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As a Roman Catholic - and a wine 
writer - I haven’t given much thought 
to the wine that is consumed at Mass 
during the sacrament of the Eucharist. 
Shame on me.

I first began thinking about sacra-
mental wine in the context 
of my wine column while I 
was chatting with our parish 
priest a few years ago about 
the wines at mass. I decided 
to add this topic to my list of 
future columns.

This week I recalled our 
conversation and decided to 
offer my thoughts to you. 

For Catholics, one of the 
fundamental precepts under-
lying their faith is the trans-
formation during mass of 
bread and wine into the body 
and blood of Jesus. This tran-
substantiation has formed 
the basis of their faith since 
Christ performed this miracle at the Last 
Supper. 

However, the history of the underly-
ing wine used in this consecration is not 
widely discussed. Certainly, there are re-
ligious laws that define how a particular 
wine qualifies for this sacrament of the 
Eucharist, but over the course of the last 
two millennia, there have been many dif-

ferent varieties of grapes utilized in this 
sacrament. 

The history of wine is as old as the his-
tory of civilized man. The first mention 
of wine was the planting of grapes and 
the production of wine by Noah after the 

Great Flood. Numerous his-
torical records exist since that 
time of wine being consumed 
as a beverage of choice. 

Ancient Egyptians, Greeks 
and Romans cultivated 
grapes and produced wine 
as an alternative to contami-
nated water in their daily lives 
and as a celebratory beverage 
for special occasions. Each 
civilization created wine to 
conform to their particular 
palates. Several added water 
to wine to dilute the bitter 
taste; others added honey and 
herbs for the same reason. 
Ancient wine bore no resem-

blance to the refined wines we consume 
today.

And so it was for centuries. Then 
the perspective of wine for Christians 
changed forever at Christ’s Last Supper. 
It became a religious focal point of Chris-
tians as they and their religion spread 
across the ancient world. The wine itself 
did not improve much; the respect for it 

grew, as a religious symbol of the under-
lying tenet of Christianity.  

And so the quality of wine remained 
unchanged for centuries as dutiful Chris-
tians received both species at mass. Until 
the European monks came on the scene 
in the Middle Ages – especially in France 
and Spain. They became experts in culti-
vating a more refined and pure wine that 
was pleasing to them and their spiritual 
subjects. They owned and developed 
what today are considered several of the 
premier wine growing regions in the 
world. The French monks toiled in Bur-
gundy, the Loire Valley and the Rhone 
Valley. The Spanish monks ventured to 
the New World, planting grapevines and 
cultivating wine production in South 
America and all along the Pacific Coast 
as far north as northern California. The 
highly regarded wines produced in these 
regions today are rooted in the toil and 
sweat of those European monks.

All of this for the sake of having ample 
supplies of sacramental wine for masses. 

For some reason, along the way, the 
participation of church congregations in 
receiving consecrated wine at mass de-
clined and then disappeared. Also along 
the way, another sea change occurred 
– the Reformation. This schism divided 
Christianity and the beliefs in the role of 
wine.

It wasn’t until Vatican II in 1962 that 
Roman Catholics once again were per-
mitted to partake of both the body and 
blood of Christ at mass.

Here in the 21st century, Christians 
of the Western and Eastern churches, as 
diverse as they may be, continue to con-
sume wine in their celebration of Christ’s 
sacrifice.

This now brings me to a more specific 
focus of my discourse. What wine did 
Christ likely consume at the Last Sup-
per? What type of wine do we consume 
at mass in the 21st century? But alas, the 
limitation of space on this page requires 
me to defer discussion until next week.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

A Brief History of Wine’s Role and Influence in Christianity 

By Nick Antonaccio
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This morning I took my first bath in 50 
years, and it wasn’t for the purpose of get-
ting myself clean but rather to clean the 
air tub, which hadn’t been used since I 
purchased my new condo three months 
ago. 

I’m one of those people who opted for 
showers instead of baths in my youth and 
for a very good reason.  

I had arrived in New York with two fel-
low actors fresh from a stint in summer 
stock at a time in the early 1960s when, 
if you can believe it, there was 
a glut of new construction in 
the New York City market and 
landlords were offering conces-
sions of up to three months to 
sign a lease. 

My two friends and I took 
advantage of this opportunity 
to rent a brand new studio on 
the 10th floor of a building in 
the heart of Greenwich Village. 
What a naïve cluck I was for fail-
ing to consider the consequenc-
es of not having enough money 
to afford an apartment with 
separate bedrooms when one of 
my roommates was gay and the 
other was quite the lothario – and how 
do I say this?– they were both very so-
cially active.

We devised a system where, if one of 
them had a “social engagement” for the 
evening, there would be a notice on the 
door to warn me to come back later. As 
I remember, it was a delivery notice from 
Macy’s that we had received for a dinette 
set for which we had all pitched in. That 
note appeared enough times for us to have 
enough seating for a Horn & Hardart res-
taurant, and I was not getting enough 
sleep to get to work in the morning.  

Then through an ad, I got another 
apartment share with my own 
bedroom, this one with an older 
gentleman who had a rent con-
trolled, five-floor walk-up, cold 
water flat, which meant that 
while it was heated, it had no 
hot water. 

To cleanse ourselves there was 
only a tub in the middle of the 
kitchen with a large wooden 
board across the top which dou-
bled as the kitchen table. When 
the board was lifted, we would 
fill the tub with water and add 
boiling water heated on the 
stove. We would both take our 
morning baths, alternating who 

would go first between us.  
After the tub was drained, we would 

lower the board and use it as a table for 

our breakfast and dinner meals. Some-
how the idea of eating a meal where we 
had just bathed never set well with me. 
Can you understand why, once I could 
afford my own apartment with a lovely 
shower, where I didn’t have to lie in my 
own dirt, much less someone else’s, I 
never lowered myself into a tub again?

Actually, the greater majority of people 
feel the same way. Online poll sites like 
Yahoo, Glamour and Houzz have shed 
some light on the matter, indicating that 
showers are preferred four to six times as 
often as baths with voters citing conven-
ience and water consumption as the pri-
mary motivations for their choice. 

On average, a shower lasts 10 minutes 
and requires no filling, draining or gen-
eral preparation. Their simplistic format 
makes them ideal for accommodating 
the time constraints of our daily sched-
ule, while also making more efficient use 
of water. 

Most people use about 30 gallons of 
water for a bath, according to industry es-
timates. When filled to capacity, a stand-
ard bathtub holds 42 gallons, but some of 
that water will be displaced when you get 
into the tub. A low-flow showerhead uses 
about two gallons a minute, or 20 gal-
lons for a 10-minute shower. A standard 
showerhead uses 2.5 gallons a minute, or 

25 gallons for 10 minutes. Either way, the 
shower saves water – as long as you don’t 
go much past 10 minutes. 

Unlike showers which utilize running 
water, baths are stagnant and often re-
ceive the classic “sitting in your own filth” 
critique. Both slower and more wasteful, 
the bath is now seen as more of a luxury 
than a means of cleansing. In fact, most 
who voted in favor of baths mentioned 
that they still took a quick shower after-
ward to make sure they are clean.

This morning when I took my bath 
with its massaging air flow, it lasted 45 
minutes and I enjoyed it, but it was more 
a spa experience than one of hygiene. 
Just to make me feel really silly, my wife 
threw in some bubble bath. Did I enjoy 
it? You bet. Would I make the experience 
a habit? Nah. Who has the time? 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primav-
eraPR.com. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

The Saga of Why I Didn’t Take a Bath in 50 Years

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

By Bill Primavera
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PLUS 0.25% 
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$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 6, 2015.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No 
bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniver-
sary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple 
interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2015 for $50,000.  A $10,000 
withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 
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Spend the Season
Savor the Memories

Join the fun at the Highlands Country Club  
845-424-3254 • highlandscountryclub.net

We offer everything you and your family need 
for a fun, relaxing, and memorable summer. 

Golf, swim, and play tennis. 

Individual and Family memberships are available.
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acRoss
1 ____ Robinson
4 Martha Stewart meas.
7 Sprinkle
10 Part of a movie sequel series
11 Barely manage, with “out”
12 Kind of evidence
13 Spring mo.
14 Washington post
16 Yankee announcer or JV 
Mall eyewear store
18 Of a prehistoric Cretan 
culture
19 A of B.A.
23 “Later”
24 Ward off
25 Tap trouble
26 Flier Earhart
27 Mirage
29 Panacea
32 Architect’s extension
33 Put to the test
34 Flying geese formation
35 Fixed charge
36 Little ‘un
37 Colonial insect
38 Messy place

Down
1 Noxious
2 Undertow
3 Manatee’s order
4 Belonging to a recently 
created electric car
5 Tangle
6 ___ and Teller, Vegas 
magicians
7 Banned pesticide
8 Lennon’s lady
9 What a steamroller flattens
15 Desert plants
17 First-season athlete
20 Cameo carvings
21 Eight-line verse
22 NHL cup
24 Lucky charm
26 Ludden, Ginsburg, Woody 
or Cortlandt Town
Center flooring and carpet 
store
28 Rolling rock
29 Incision
30 The land that was made for 
you and me
31 Rose’s hue

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

Across

1 ____ Robinson

4 Martha Stewart meas.

7 Sprinkle

10 Part of a movie sequel series

11 Barely manage, with "out"

12 Kind of evidence

13 Spring mo.

14 Washington post

16 Yankee announcer or JV Mall eyewear store

18 Of a prehistoric Cretan culture

19 A of B.A.

23 "Later"

24 Ward off

25 Tap trouble

26 Flier Earhart

27 Mirage

29 Panacea

32 Architect's extension

33 Put to the test

34 Flying geese formation

35 Fixed charge

36 Little 'un

37 Colonial insect

38 Messy place

Down

1 Noxious

2 Undertow

3 Manatee's order

4 Belonging to a recently created electric car

5 Tangle

6 ___ and Teller, Vegas magicians

7 Banned pesticide

8 Lennon's lady

9 What a steamroller flattens

15 Desert plants

17 First-season athlete

20 Cameo carvings

21 Eight-line verse

22 NHL cup

24 Lucky charm

26 Ludden, Ginsburg, Woody or Cortlandt Town 
Center flooring and carpet store

28 Rolling rock

29 Incision

30 The land that was made for you and me

31 Rose's hue

Crossword

Solution on page  24
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 031015
ADOPTION
A dream is a wish your heart makes, our 
wish is a baby to love. We're loving, edu-
cated, close family. Expenses paid. Danny/ 
Lorraine 1-866-997-7171

Enthusiastic, active, devoted couple 
seek to adopt and create unconditionally 
loving, adventurous family. All allowed 
expenses paid. Hillary and Joel. 

1-800-515-1005

A childless young married couple, hands 
on mom/ devoted dad (she-31/ he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Financial security, expens-
es paid. Call/ text Mary & Adam 1-800-
790-5260

AUCTIONS
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 

REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES- 100+ Properties March 25 
@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY. 800-
243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for quali� ed students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

CAREER TRAINING
VETERANS- Start your new career. Be-
come a professional tractor trailer driver 
with National Tractor Trailer School, 
Liverpool/Bu� alo, NY (branch) full/part-
time with PTDI certi� ed courses & job 
placement assistance with local, regional 
& nationwide employers! Tuition, trans-
portation & housing packages available: 
ntts.edu/veterans POST 9/11 G.I. BILLÆ 
- If eligible; Paid tuition, fees & military 
housing allowance.  1-800-243-9300  
Consumer Information @ ntts.edu/pro-
grams/disclosures

EMPLOYMENT
AVON Career or pocket money you de-
cide Call Brandie (Ind Sls rep) 1-800-305-
3911 Or sign up online: www.startavon.
com Reference code:gsim For award win-
ning support

FINANCIAL AID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ª  Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! Receive Hands On Train-
ing And National Certi� cations Operat-
ing Bulldozers, Backhoes & Excavators. 
Lifetime Job Placement. Veteran Bene� ts 
Eligible! 1-866-968-2577

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
quali� ed students Housing available. Job 

placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
ABSOLUTE LAND SELL OFF! MARCH 
14TH & 15TH! COOPERSTOWN, NY! 
60- 70% BELOW MARKET PRICES 
FROM $19,900 OR $254/MONTH! 26 
TRACTS! WATERFRONT! VIEWS! 
WOODS! 6 miles from Village, low taxes, 
town rd, utils, 100% gítee! Call: 888-905-
8847 to register! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WALK TO CREATE A WORLD
FREE OF MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS!

04.18.15
Staten Island
Cloves Lake Park 
04.19.15
New York City
Pier 26 
Orange County
Crane Park 
04.25.15
Rockland County
Rockland Lake State Park 
04.26.15
Westchester County
Glen Island Park 
Putnam County
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department

NYC – Southern NY
2015
presented locally by:

REGISTER TODAY!
walkMSnyc.org • 212-463-9791

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs publication
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Keep in Mind
comedy night: Somers Travel Baseball 

will present A Night of Comedy on March 20 
at Villa Barone Hilltop Manor at 466 Route 
6 in Mahopac. Join us for a fun-filled night 
of food and adult comedy featuring two 
outstanding stand-ups, Johnny Lampert & 
Sherry Davey. The doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
with dinner at 8 p.m., followed by the comedy 
acts at 9 p.m. The cost for the evening is $95 
per person which includes a full dinner 
buffet, wine, soda, coffee, and dessert Please 
reserve by March 10. To purchase tickets 
go to: https://somersnybb.sportssignupapp.
com/MySportsStore. All proceeds benefit the 
U12 Somers Travel Baseball teams heading 
to Cooperstown Dreams Park this July. 
For questions contact either Laura Cabo at 
cabmac@optonline.net or Cindy Russo at 
cynthiarusso428@aol.com.

Tuesday, March 10
Free Medicare counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m.to 1 pm. 
and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Field Library in Peekskill. No appointments 
are necessary for the free service. Meet 
with a trained counselor for information 
about Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, 
Extra Help and EPIC .You can also call the 
Senior Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and 
a counselor will return your call within 
two business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go to 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/senior-
benefits-information-centers/. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, the 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), 
tax relief programs, and much more. Info: 
914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in 
the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, March 11

Lower Back Pain: Acupuncture for lower 
Back Pain and Sciatica will be discussed 
by licensed acupuncturist Wei Song at 7 
p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial Library, 
1130 Main St., Shrub Oak. Register for the 
program at 914-245-5262, Ext. 227. Visit 
www.yorktownlibrary.org for directions.

Breast Cancer Support: A Young Women’s 
Breast Cancer Support Group: For women 
who have or had breast cancer at a young 
age meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the Yorktown offices of 
Support Connection, 40 Triangle Center, 
Suite 100. Advance registration is required 
for all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290. For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.org.

Fitness Program The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fusing 
Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses is offered at Theatre 
and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah. 
Drop in or weekly discount rates available. 
The program is being provided on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays at 
11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for more information 
at 914 960-4097.

Torah Studies Course:  Chabad of 
Yorktown is conducting season two (12 
classes) of the Torah Studies course, that 
is running through March 25. Our lessons 
probe the depth of contemporary Torah 
thought. Classes are being conducted on 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Yorktown Community Nursery School, 
247 Veterans Rd (across the street from the 
running track and next door to the VFW).

Fee for the full season are $36 and includes 
the textbook. Each class is independent.

For more information or to register visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com/TorahStudies, 
call 914-962-6600, or e-mail info@
ChabadYorktown.com.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, March 12
Ladies car clinic:  A free Ladies Nigh Car 

Clinic, presented by Osceola Garage, will be 
held at 6 p.m. at the Somers Library  Seating 
is limited and registration is required, so call 
the library at 914 232-5717 or register online 
at www.somerslibrary.org.

Friday, March 13
shabbat across america: Shabbat 

Across America & Canada is an interactive 

prayer service and Shabbat dinner that will 
be celebrated by tens of thousands of Jews at 
synagogues across North America.  Come to 
First Hebrew for a fun, song-filled evening 
and delicious meal at 6:30 p.m. RSVP to 
914-739-0500 or fhc@firsthebrew.org.  
Families of 4: $80; adults: $20; children 10 
& under: $10; children under 4: free. First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shopping 
Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Visit 
www.firsthebrew.org. 

Hilltop Hanover Programs: A series of 
programs have been scheduled for Hilltop 
Hanover Farm, 1271 Hanover St.,Yorktown. 
Health-Related Cooking Workshops are 
scheduled for March 13 and April 10 and 
24 from 1 to 3 p.m. Taught by culinary 
nutritionist Mary Opfer, the course will tell 
you how to cook and eat to address various 
health issues that could help you and your 
family: The fee is $30 for members and $35 
non-members Online registration required 
at HilltopHanoverFarm.org. An Eco 
Gardening Workshops Series will be offered 
March 14, April 4, and May 23 from 10 a.m. 
to  noon in Barn F. Create your own backyard 
Garden of Eden while providing sanctuary 
for creatures large and small. The fee is $100 
for members of Friends of Hilltop Hanover 
and $120 for non-members or $40 for each 
individual class. Online registration required 
at HilltopHanoverFarm.org. . For more 
information, go to HilltopHanoverfarm.org 
or call 914- 962-2368..

Little Bundles: “Little Bundles,” a free 
class for babies between the ages of six weeks 
and six months, meets on Fridays from 
12:30 to 1:20 p.m. at My Gym in Yorktown.  
The program includes baby exercises, songs, 
dances, infant-safe rides, unique swings, and 
many other Parent & Me adventures await 
the infant-parent team. Info: 914-302-7705.

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date program 
is being held every Friday from 11 a.m. to 
noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early Childhood 
Center at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The program is intended 
for children between the ages of 16 and 
36 months and their parents or caregivers. 
Children can play, do art and socialize 
all under the direction of an experienced 
early childhood teacher .Pre-registration is 
suggested. Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 
or e-mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Jewish center services:  During the 
winter months Sabbath services begin 
at 6:15 p.m. on Friday evenings and at 

9:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. On most Saturdays after services, Rabbi 
Sternstein conducts a learning session based 
on the Torah portion of the week. Light 
refreshments are served and everyone is 
invited and welcome to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. To RSVP or to 
receive more information call 914 -245 
-2324 or send an e-mail to www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Saturday, March 14
Love: “Love,” an exhibit about varying 

aspects of love in the 20th and 21st 
Centuries in paint, installation, video, and 
sculpture is being held through Dec. 6 at the 
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art, 1701 Main. St., Peekskill. Artists include 
Alzamora, Barney, Bercea, Brenner, Brickley, 
Edmier, Feuerman, Gutheil, Hacker, 
Indiana, LeDray, Majic, Mapplethorpe, 
Neshat, Newsom, Otterson, Ozbolt, Pretzer, 
Ritterpusch, Ruckhäberle, Sadler, Tomasula, 
and Wathen. Free docent tours will be 
offered every Saturday in March from 2 to 3 
p.m. for HVCCA members only. Each tour 
will feature different works. Membership is 
$25 for an individual, $40 for two people and 
$60 for a family. Info: 914-788-0100 or www.
hvcca.org. HVCCA is also on Facebook. 

somers Library Exhibit: Lusandre Lee 
Chaudruc will be the featured artist for the 
month of March at the Somers Library Art 
Gallery. An artist reception will be held at 
the library today from 2 to 4 p.m. Please call 
the library for viewing times in the program 
room at 914-232-5717 or visit us online at 
www.somerlibrary.org.

Memoir Writing Workshop: A memoir 
writing workshop will be held from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial Library, 
1130 Main St., Shrub Oak. Info: 914-245-
5262, Ext. 227 or www.yorktownlibrary.org 

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and services 
for people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, announces a free program: “Yoga-A 
Path toward Wellness.” It is offered every 
Saturday from noon to 1:30 p.m., at Club Fit, 
600 Bank Rd., Jefferson Valley. The program 
is open to women with breast, ovarian and 
gynecological cancer. To learn more or to 
pre-register, which is required, call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

ossining Farmers Market: Down to 
Earth Markets is holding the Ossining Winter 
Farmers Market at the Claremont Elementary 
School, on Van Cortlandt Avenue, off of N. 
Highland (Route 9). The market runs every 
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., though March. 
Visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com for vendor 
details, events, and other updates at Ossining’s 
Down to Earth Winter Farmers Market.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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Somers/North Salem F Nick Caleri, who had a goal and an assist in the Sabers’ 6-3 loss to Carmel last Friday night, is chased by Ram F Tyler Spiridigliozza at the Brewster Ice Arena where the undermanned 
Sabers hung tough for two periods before Tyler Alfonzetti (5G, 1A) burned them... see Hockey Notebook

Nick 
at 

Nite!

S o m e r s / N o r t h  S a l e m  N o  M a t c h  f o r  C a r m e l 
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Jen Scarduzio photo 

the ossining high girls’ basketball team won an unprecedented fifth-straight Section 1 class aa championship last Monday, knocking off  our Lady of  Lourdes, 78-61, behind a 25-point MVp performance from 
senior captain Jalay Knowles and a host of  others who will go down in history as part of  the best girls’ basketball program ever in Section 1, including  Kelsey Quain,  alicia Sanchez,  cyan Scarduzio,  alexis 
Bernardo, Jaida Strippoli,  Shadeen Samuels,  Jenna Lividini, cassidy Martinez, helen ishmael, , Kailah harris and captains (inset) abigail Squirrell, Stefanie Svoboda, Madison Strippoli and Jalay Knowles. the 
state-ranked (no.1), two-time defending nYS champion pride will be waiting at Marist college this Friday night (8:00 p.m.) for the winners of  the Section 9/Section 4 regional game as they seek an unprecedented 
third straight nYS class aa title in the days ahead.

Best Ever!
Ossining Stakes its Claim in History-Making Win



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor 

Three of the 12 local boys’ 
basketball teams covered in the 
Northern Westchester/Putnam 
Examiner-area were on the 
Final 4 dance card in their 
respective classes, including 
Section 1 Class C champion 
Haldane, Class B semifinalist 
Putnam Valley and Class A 
semifinalists Somers.

Each did something special 
in getting to the Westchester 
County Center, Section 1’s 
grandest stage. Somers snapped 
a 23-year County Center dry 
spell before meeting its match 
against runner-up Byram Hills 
in the semis. Putnam Valley 
got back to the County Center 
for an unprecedented third-
straight year before falling in 
the semis to two-time sectional 
champion Woodlands for a 
second consecutive season, 
and Haldane repeated as 
sectional champions for the 
first time ever by knocking off 
a scrappy Tuckahoe club. 

There were some other 

spectacular showings 
from those that came up 
just short of the Final 
4, including Hendrick 
Hudson’s run to the 
quarterfinals, the Class A 
Sailors winning their first 
playoff game since 1999 
before losing by a point 
to Byram Hills. Yorktown 
was another program 
that shook off a few lean 
seasons to reach the Class 
A quarters before falling to 
eventual champion Spring 
Valley. Defending Class A 
champion Walter Panas 
summoned up a ton of 
pride and went down with 
the heart of a champion 
in a quarterfinal loss to 
Somers. Consistently good 
Croton-Harmon fell short 
of its Final 4 dreams but 
won a playoff game and 
advanced to the Class B 
quarters before losing 
to rival Briarcliff, the 
sectional runner-up.

There were some 
awesome individual 
performances along the 
way, including the 1,000 
point efforts of Putnam 
Valley’s Ryan Basso and 
Haldane Peter Hoffmann, 

and Yorktown’s Mason 
Dyslin and Somers’ 
Matt Maloney were 
terrific leaders who 
could have each earned 
an MVP nod, leading 
by example. So without 
further ado we give you 
the All-NWE/Putnam 
hoops squads.
All-NWE/Putnam 
First Team

MVP: Peter 
Hoffmann, F, Haldane 
– The gifted All-Section 
senior was the driving 
force behind the Blue 
Devils repeat as Class 
C champs, delivering 
consistently solid efforts 
that included 21PPG, 7 
RPG, 2.1 APG, 2.3 BPG.

Mason Dyslin, 
F, Yorktown – A 
Court of Excellence 
selection and League 
I-D MVP, perhaps 
nobody in the region 
combined academia 
and basketball prowess 
as well the Dys did, 
dropping a workmanlike 
20 PPG, 10 RPHG, 2,5 BPG PPG 

 and while hitting 57 from the field and 86 
from the line  maintaining 
a stellar 4.2 weighted GPA. 

Matt Maloney G, 
Somers – Among the most 
poised point guards in the 
section, the All-Leaguer 
was as cool as cool can be in 
pressure-packed situations, 
leading the Tuskers to the 
Final 4 with 13 PPG (47 
3’s), 4.7 APG, 2.1 SPG, and 
3.2 RPG.

Ryan Basso, G, Putnam 
Valley – Possibly the purest 
shooter in Valley history, 
the All-Section Basso (21 
PPG, 6 RPG, 5 APG, 4 SPG) 
is right there with Nicky 
Ivezik, Zach Coleman and 
Jelani Bell-Isaac as the best 
PV has ever produced and 
its only 1,000-point scorer.

Edmund Fitzgerald, 
C, Haldane – Perhaps the 
most ferocious shot blocker 
in Haldane history, the All-
Leaguer was the ying to 
Hoffman’s yang, averaging 
10.5 PPG, 9 RPG, 2.6 APG, 
2.8 BPG.

6th Man Mike Evans, G, 
Panas – The All-Leaguer 
was one of the area’s slickest 
players, often going above 

the rim to wheel and deal the Panthers 
to a League I-B title, averaging 17 PPG, 9 
RPG, 2 SPG.

Hoffmann Cops MVP Honors on All-NWE/Putnam Hoops Team

ricK KuperBerG/raY GaLLaGher photoS
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haldane’s peter hoffmann delivered an MVp season for the two-time 
class c champs.

putnam Valley G ryan Basso will be considered among top 
players in Valley history.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

continued on page 27
Somers G Matt Maloney helped guide tuskers to first Final 4 in 23 
years.

panas G Mike evans helped panthers win at least a share of  a 
third-straight league title.



Tony Pinciaro
Our Lady of Lourdes learned something 

against Ossining in the Section 1 Class 
AA Girls’ Basketball Championship final; 
don’t underestimate Abby Squirrell.

The senior power forward showed 
that her offensive game goes unnoticed. 
Squirrell responded with nine points, 
which may not seem like much, but were 
enough to keep Lourdes honest.

Ossining went on to win an 
unprecedented fifth-straight Section 1 
Class AA title, 78-61, and advance to 
the New York State Public High School 
Athletic Association regional final, Friday, 
March 13. The Pride will play the winner 
of Horseheads (Section 4)-Monroe-
Woodbury (Section 9) at Marist College 
in Poughkeepsie.

Squirrell and her teammates expected 
Lourdes’ defense to focus on Jalay 
Knowles, so the power forward became 
offensive.

“They were doubling down on Jalay,” 
said Squirrell, who will attend Marquette 
University next fall and play lacrosse. 
“When Lourdes did that, it encouraged 
me to go the basket and become more of 
an offensive threat.”

Lourdes quickly reversed course 
because Squirrell did more than score, she 
was setting up her teammates with passes 
when Lourdes obstructed her path. This 
forced Lourdes to abandon the double 
down on Knowles.

Squirrell, a two-year starter and 
three-year varsity player, has established 

herself as a player who will fill out the 
statistics sheet with rebounds, blocked 
shots, assists and steals. She might not 
get the recognition that her high-scoring 
teammates receive, but Ossining coach 
Dan Ricci knows her importance to the 
team.

“Abby was called up sophomore year for 
playoffs and got in for some meaningful 
minutes,” Ricci said. “She does all the little 

things defends, rebounds, etc. Abby is 
a tough kid who plays hard.”

Squirrell prides herself on her 
rebounding prowess, as well as her 
ability to contribute in all facets of the 
game.

“I try to do all the little things, 
starting with getting that defensive 
rebound and pass, starting us in 
transition,” Squirell said.

Either Horseheads or Monroe-
Woodbury will have to contend with 
Squirrell, Friday. Horseheads is not 
unfamiliar to Ossining as the Pride 
defeated the Section 4 champion in 
regional play last year.

While Ossining is preparing for both 
teams, the Pride, collectively, expect to 
see Horseheads at Marist.

“We played them last year and it 
was a tough game,” Squirrell said. “We 
knew how strong they were last year so 
we expect them to be strong again this 
year,” Squirrell said. “We expect them 
to focus their attention on Jalay and 
Shadeen (Samuels) because they are our 
leading scorers. We know Horseheads 
will come out and play hard so we have 

to come out and play even harder.”
HALDANE won its second consecutive 

Section 1 Class C title, defeating Alexander 
Hamilton for the second straight year.

Allie Monteleone, the lone senior on 
the team, was thrilled with the victory 
considering the relative youth of the team.

“It was a great feeling because we only 
have one senior and two juniors on the 

team,” Monteleone said.
Monteleone and her teammates were 

scheduled to play Section 9 champion 
Pine Plains in a regional semifinal, 
Tuesday at Mount St. Mary’s College in 
Newburgh. A win would propel Haldane 
into the regional final, Friday, at Mount St. 
Mary’s against the Long Island champion 
-- Pierson (Section 8)-Bridgehampton 
(Section 11).

Haldane defeated Pine Plains during 
the regular season. Monteleone said she 
and her teammates were down 12 points 
at halftime before a turnaround in the 
second half resulted in a three-point win.

“That was the turning point of our 
season,” Monteleone said. “We made some 
adjustments defensively and took away 
some of their strong points. Our defense 
was strong and it led to our offense.”

Haldane, which has played one game 
in the last three weeks, stayed sharp with 
a scrimmage against Section 1 Class B 
champion, Irvington.

Even though Haldane is young, the team 
can rely on Monteleone’s leadership, as 
well as sophomores Hannah Monteleone 
and Missy Lisakatos. The sophomore 
tandem and Ally led Haldane to the state 
final four last year.

Ally Monteleone has prepared her 
younger teammates for the state playoffs 
with one theme.

“We have to treat this like it’s another 
game and just play like we’ve been playing 
all season,” Ally Monteleone said.
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Haldane, Ossining Prep for Long NYS Title Runs
Girls Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Class A Grid Notebook
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RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Boys Hoops Notebook
December 30 - January 5, 201516 The Northern Westchester Examiner

PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

haldane’s ally Monteleone will look to leave her mark 
as the Blue devils’ best three-sport star ever with a 
nYS Final appearance.
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Hoffmann Cops MVP Honors on All-NWE/Putnam Hoops Team

2nd Team
Teejay Searight, G, Croton – 

Seadog, a two-time All-Section pick, 
was the unquestioned floor general for 
the Tigers serving as a true facilitator 
when needed and a potent scorer 
when warranted, averaging 14 PPG, 5 
APG, 5 RPG.

Brandon Collins, G, Panas – 
The unassuming All-League sniper 
essentially shot the Panthers into 
contention, averaging 15 PPG, 5 RPG 
and 4 APG.

Tommy Gargiulo, F, Somers – 
For anyone who did not see former 
NBA All-Star Dennis Rodman in his 
prime, Tommy G was the closest thing 
Somers could do to replicating that 
tenacious style of play. Give any coach 
five Gargiulos and he wins more times 
than not with these well-rounded 
numbers (5 PPG, 1.7 APG, 3.2 SPG, 
2.2 BPG and an area-best 11.7 RPG).

Carson Jacobs, F, Hen Hud – A 
walking double-double and All-
Leaguer, the “Gronk” of Section 1 

hoops averaged 16 PPG and 10 
RPG while walking the walk every 
step of the way.

6th man Nick DeGennaro, G, 
Yorktown – Dyslin’s wing man 
was nobody’s slouch, serving up 
consistent numbers all season (12 
PPG, 4 RPG, 5 APG, 3 SPG) while 
serving as the Huskers’ second 
option in most sets.

HM Anthony Maestri, Somers, 
G/F – Versatile swingman started 
many key rallies and scored 12.5 
PPG, knocking down 39 3’s, and 
3.4 RPG.

Final NWE/Putnam Fab Five Hoops 
Poll

No.1 Haldane
No.2 Somers
No.3 Yorktown
No.3A Putnam Valley
No.5 Panas
No.5A Croton
No.5B Hen Hud

haldane’s edmund Fitzgerald (32) was one of  the 
more dominant defenders in Section 1 this season, as 
hen hud’s Jesse Breeding found out while putting up 
big numbers of  his own.

Yorktown’s Mason dyslin excelled on the court and in the 
classroom, earning a court of  excellence nod.
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THE POWER OF LEADERSHIP

*Source: HGMLS 1/1/2014-12/31/2014,Number of Transactions Sold by Agent, All Property Types, Houlihan Lawrence Yorktown Brokerage

CONGRATULATIONS TO DIANE RYAN

THE #1 AGENT IN CLOSED TRANSACTIONS &

2014 PLATINUM AWARD RECIPIENT IN THE YORKTOWN BROKERAGE

SOLD WESTCHESTER/PUTNAM PROPERTIES
80 Wood Road, Bedford Hills
5 Deborah Lane, Chappaqua
820 Kipling Drive, Yorktown Heights
55 Gay Ridge Road, Yorktown Heights
758 B Heritage Hills Drive, Somers
376 Homestead Road, Yorktown Heights
119 Mitchell Road, Somers
1511 Westview Drive, Yorktown Heights
9 Mohawk, Yorktown Heights
2798 Strang Boulevard, Yorktown Heights
3473 Curry Street, Yorktown Heights
119 Holmes Court, Yorktown Heights
53 Oslo Drive, Yorktown Heights
782 Granite Springs Road, Yorktown Heights
8 Fieldstone Lane, Cortlandt Manor
66 C Independence Court, Yorktown Heights
3665 Sunnyside Street, Shrub Oak
27 Leisure Way, Mohegan Lake
112 Freemont Street, Peekskill
3254 Lexington Avenue, Mohegan Lake
24 Jerome Drive, Cortlandt Manor
8 Country Place, Mohegan Lake
7 Bryant Crescent #11, White Plains
43 Stonegate Court, Carmel
153 Archer Road, Mahopac
78 Oak Ridge Circle, Mahopac
522 Orchard Court, Mahopac
835 Peekskill Hollow Road, Putnam Valley
703–7 Woodsbrook Drive, Mahopac
1 Sparrow Ridge Road, Carmel
47 Gleneida Ridge Road, Carmel
17 Heathcote Road, Carmel

DIANE RYAN
Associate Real Estate Broker

914.645.9423 mobile
DRyan@HoulihanLawrence.com

DianeRyanHomes.com

Yorktown Brokerage
703 East Main Street

Jeff erson Valley, NY 10535

If you would like the #1 Selling Agent to assist you with the sale or 
purchase of your home, contact Diane Ryan at 914.645.9423


