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By Martin Wilbur, Janine Bowen 
and David Propper

It may take investigators up to a year to 
find out why the driver of an SUV moved 
into the path of the Metro-North train in 
Valhalla last week killing six people, in-
cluding a 42-year-old father of three who 
lives in the Ossining mailing address sec-
tion of New Castle.

Joseph Nadol, who two days earlier was 
at the Super Bowl in Arizona celebrating 
his favorite team, the New England Pa-
triots, win their fourth championship in 
dramatic fashion, was one of five passen-
gers sitting in the train’s first car.

National Transportation Safety Board 
member Robert Sumwalter said the 
agency’s team is expected to return to 
Washington this week and piece together 
a timeline of the February 3 accident at 
the Commerce Street crossing in hopes 
of determining probable cause. Inves-
tigators also hope to learn whether the 
fiery explosion that engulfed the vehicle 
and the train’s lead car was caused by the 
third rail or the SUV’s gas tank.

“We’re just in the very beginning stages 
of this investigation,” Sumwalt said Fri-
day. “There’s a lot that needs to be done, 
yet there’s a lot that has been done.”

Nadol was remembered for his adven-
turous spirit and immense love for fam-
ily and friends  Saturday at his memorial 
service at First Congressional Church 
in Chappaqua. He was described as 
“unique, different and gifted.”

 Nadol’s younger brother, Ben, said Joe, 
who was a Harvard graduate, was espe-
cially intelligent and never overmatched 

throughout his years of study, regardless 
of what level he reached. Ben remarked 
that whenever his brother walked into a 
room, he was always the smartest one in 
it. 

That led to professional success, as he 
was an aerospace and defense equity ana-
lyst for JP Morgan, ranked among one of 
the best in his sector. When giving career 
advice to others, Ben recalled Joe telling 
others to do “what makes you happy.”

Nadol’s widow, Jen, an accomplished 
author, eloquently stated how her husband 

Ossining-area Man One of 
Six Victims in Train Wreck

By Rick Pezzullo
The owners of facility for recovering 

alcohol and substance abuse addicts on 
Underhill Avenue in Yorktown are mov-
ing ahead with plans to open sometime 
this spring.

Tom McCrossan said last week he and 
his business partner Mark McGoldrick 
are not waiting for the Yorktown Town 
Board to reconsider a special permit that 
it denied last month in a 2-1 vote and are 
proceeding as a matter of right under the 
definition of a family in the town’s Zon-
ing Code.

“We are readying the home for occu-
pancy. We are not waiting,” McCrossan 
said. “We’re trying to be good people. 
Nothing has changed. We want to be 
accepted. We believe there are valuable 
services that we can provide. We’re in 
this for the right reason. We’re in this to 
help people.”

Under the name Compass Westchester, 
McCrossan and McGoldrick are looking 
to house as many as 14 individuals be-
tween 30 to 60 days at 425 Underhill Av-
enue. McCrossan noted the facility is not 
obligated to abide by any conditions that 
were proposed under the special permit, 

Sober Home 
Owners 
Moving 
Ahead with 
Plans 

100 Years Young
One of  the Village of  Ossining’s oldest residents, Ernestine M. Opie, recently celebrated her 
100th birthday. Village of  Ossining Mayor Victoria Gearity (left) joined Ernestine and her 
husband, Jay Opie, in celebration, presenting a Proclamation declaring January 24 as Ernestine 
M. Opie Day in the Village of  Ossining. An avid gardener for many years, Ernestine had cultivated 
an expansive, impressive garden and has spent much of  her life helping others. The Opies, who 
have been married for more than 50 years, are members of  the First Baptist Church of  Ossining.

Joseph Nadolcontinued on page 7

Ossining Sweeps 
Peekskill, 
Both Prep 
for 
Sectionals

See 
Sports

continued on page 20
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By Rick Pezzullo
A candidate for Yorktown Town Board 

gathered almost 1,500 signatures last 
week in a petition drive urging the new 
owners of the Jefferson Valley Mall to 
speed up renovation plans.

Rosanne Brackett, who was endorsed 
by the Democratic Committee to run 
for the almost three years remaining on 
former Councilman Terrence Murphy’s 
unexpired term in a March 10 special 
election, delivered the petitions to WP 
Glimcher, a newly established group 
spun off as part of a restructuring by Si-
mon Properties.

“I couldn’t sit by any longer and watch 
the decline of this great asset in our com-
munity,” Brackett said. “We’ve got to do 
what we can to get this project back on 
track and moving forward. The JV Mall 
is in a downward spiral. If something 
isn’t done soon, we’ll lose it forever. Once 
lost, we may never be able to replace it.”

In 2013, the Yorktown Town Board 
gave its blessing to expand and refurbish 
the mall, which was built in 1983. Plans 
call for adding nearly 32,000 square feet 
to the 556,000-square-foot shopping 
structure, including a new entrance, out-
door space and upgraded food court.

“We want to show our support for the 
mall. We want WP Glimcher to know 
that the mall has a strong and loyal cus-

tomer base in Yorktown and the sur-
rounding area,” Brackett said. “We want 
to do what we can to save the mall.”

Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace 
said at last week’s Town Board meeting 
Simon spinning off to WP Glimcher was 
related to financing and called the move 
“a positive step” for the renovations of 

the mall moving forward.
Brackett is squaring off against former 

Councilman Gregory Bernard in one 
race on March 10, while Democrat Bob 
Giordano is competing with Republican 
Tom Diana in a separate contest to serve 
the last 10 months of former Council-
man Nick Bianco’s unexpired term.

Town Board Hopeful Leads Petition Drive to Renovate JV Mall

Yorktown High School senior Grace Anne Ring and Peekskill Middle School eighth grader Karina 
Roberts-Morris were honored at the 14th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy Youth 
Awards Luncheon in Tarrytown. Ring received the Vision (I Have A Dream) award for starting an 
organization called “RecoveRead” that has coordinated the delivery of  more than 8,000 books 
to children’s hospitals, schools and shelters. Roberts-Morris received the Spirit of  Love award 
for helping different groups of  people in many ways, including as a tutor, karate instructor and 
working with mentally and physically challenged individuals.

Rosanne Brackett
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*Includes lease conquest rebate

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.
Residual:  Dart 3204/11838, 200 3564/12992 and Cherokee 5676/18275 . Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 2/28/15.

By Rick Pezzullo
A zoning amendment approved by the 

Peekskill Common Council last summer 
that allowed the expansion of residential 
development in the downtown and artist 
lofts in the C-3 zone helped spearhead a 
$20 million mixed use project planned 
on Main and Diven streets.

Ken Kearney, president of Kearney Re-

alty and Development Corporation, told 
council members last week the 74-unit 
The Lofts at Peekskill would not be mov-
ing forward if the change to the Zoning 
Code wasn’t made.

“That law that was passed helped to 
market this development,” Kearney said. 
“We are committed to this project. This 
is just a matter of when. It’s not a matter 

of if.”
The two building development calls 

for 50 artist loft units and 24 market rate 
apartments, along with four retail spaces 
at 922 Main Street and 921 Diven Street. 
According to Kearney, the one-bedroom 
artist lofts would cost $1,050 per month 
and two-bedrooms $1,275. The market 
rate apartments would be $1,350 for one-
bedroom and $1,600 for two bedrooms.

Peekskill currently has approximately 
90 artist lofts. “I think this is going to 
help the artist community stay here,” 
Kearney said. “I think it will help the art-
ist community grow.”

In the commercial spaces, Kearney, 
who built the 72-unit Mews II affordable 
housing project in the Town of Somers, 
said he would like to attract at least two 
“exciting” eateries to Peekskill.

“We’re pro-active and problem solv-
ers,” Kearney said. “We will bend over 
backwards to get somebody in there.”

The Lofts at Peekskill is scheduled for its 
first formal review by the city’s Planning 
Commission on March 10. Kearney is hop-
ing to be shovel-ready by September.

“It’s a very exciting project,” said Peek-
skill Mayor Frank Catalina. “I’m very ex-
cited about it.”

$20M Mixed Use Project Moving Forward in Downtown Peekskill

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”
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H H H H H H H H 

Preschool, Recreational 
and Team classes available.

Helping to build Healthy Bodies 
and Strong Minds

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy - Club Manager/Coach

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

Both Programs are registering now for September 2015

The good times will roll in downtown 
Peekskill during Mardi Gras Madness Week 
presented by the Paramount Hudson Valley 
Theater and Go Peekskill with support from 
D. Bertoline & Sons distributors, happen-
ing Tuesday, February 17 through Saturday, 
February 21. The festivities will include spe-
cials and discounts at participating Peekskill 
restaurants all week long, a Friday parade 
and pub crawl, and Buckwheat Zydeco 
with special guests Professor Louie and 
The Crowmatix capping off the week with 
the Mardi Gras headline show on Saturday 
night at the Paramount Theater.

The preeminent ambassador of Louisi-
ana’s zydeco music, no artist is more sin-
gularly responsible for popularizing this 

regional style with the mainstream than 
Buckwheat Zydeco. Over the course of 
Buckwheat Zydeco’s career, Buckwheat 
has gigged with everyone from Eric Clap-
ton and U2 to The Boston Pops. The band 
performed at the closing ceremonies of the 
1996 Summer Olympics to a worldwide 
audience of three billion people, and was 
chosen as the final musical guest for Jimmy 
Fallon’s Late Night TV show before Fallon 
took over the Tonight Show, performing a 
rousing rendition of “On A Night Like This” 
joined by Fallon on guitar and backed by the 
Roots.

“We’re thrilled to be able to bring a world-
class artist like Buckwheat Zydeco to the 

Mardi Gras Madness Comes to 
Peekskill from February 17 - 21

continued on page 18
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Keep her Guessing!                      
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SECTIONS 1 & 7:
Recycling pickup will be Tuesday, Feb 17

SECTION 6:
Recycling pickup will be Wednesday,Feb 18

No changes for Sections 2, 3, 4 & 5

RECYCLING Kitchen Refuse
Monday & Thursday
collection will be on:

Tuesday, February 17
& Thursday, Feb. 19 
Tuesday & Friday

collection will be on:
Wednesday, February 18

& Friday, Feb. 20

TOWN OF YORKTOWN  
REVISED SOLID WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 16 - 20
*NO COLLECTIONS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16*

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

* WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 *

E-WASTE DISPOSAL DAY                
Bring your obsolete computer,                            
TV, laptop, monitor, VCR,
keyboard, cell phone, etc.  

TEXTILE RECOVERY DAY                            
Bring bags filled with unwanted clothing, 
shoes, rags, towels,bed sheets, blankets, etc.  

Refuse & Recycling Department
2279 Crompond Road  (behind Police/Court)

        Drop-off  7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.        Questions?  (914) 245-4438

Bob Giordano 
for Yorktown Town Council

Together we can move Yorktown into the future.

Elect Bob Giordano, 
he knows how to get things done.

As your Councilman I will:

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H

• Find innovative ways to hold the 
  line on taxes
• Promote Local Small Businesses, 
  the heart and soul of our town 
• Improve and expand our  
  commercial tax base
• Seek compromise and  
  collaboration with my fellow    
  Council members
• Preserve our environment  
  and open space
• Communicate effectively and  
  work collaboratively to achieve
  consensus

Paid for by the Friends of Bob Giordano
874-4347 • rgiord19@optonline.net

By Martin Wilbur
When Adam Handler heard the news 

last Tuesday night that a Metro-North 
train had collided with a vehicle at the 
Commerce Street railroad crossing in 
Valhalla, he was transported back nearly 
a decade and left shaken.

On that day when Handler approached 
that same crossing, the red lights flashed 
briefly and a second or two later the heavy 
wood barrier on his side of the road came 
down onto the roof of his car.

“I’ve seen that happen to drivers. You 
can get befuddled,” said Handler, a Brews-
ter resident who had owned a small adver-
tising agency on nearby Stevens Avenue 
for about 20 years and used the crossing 
three or four times a week.

It was a nerve-racking experience for 
Handler but he was fortunate it was in 
broad daylight and traffic was light at the 
time. There were no other vehicles behind 
him, so he quickly gathered himself, put 
the car in reverse and moved out of the 
way of danger. He thought perhaps that he 
failed to notice the red flashing crossing 
lights as quickly as he should have.

“I didn’t want to make a big deal out of 
it at the time,” he said. 

However, it wasn’t the last time Handler 
would see that happen. On repeated occa-
sions, there were other drivers who would 
become trapped, surprised that the arms 

would descend so quickly and onto a car.
He said some motorists would actually 

get out of the car, more concerned about 
damage to the roof of their car when the 
barrier would come down with a thud 
than they possible being partially in the 
path of an oncoming train.

Last week he immediately began won-
dering if the driver of the 2011 Mercedes 
SUV, Edgemont resident Ellen Brody, may 

have become confused at what was hap-
pening, when the barrier came down and 
rested on the back top portion of her car, 
contributing to an already difficult set of 
conditions in that area at that time.

Unlike the time it happened to him, 
Handler said last Tuesday was dark with 
rush hour traffic and a nearby accident. 
It also appears that Brody may have been 
unfamiliar with the territory.

The tragedy has prompted Handler 
to contact the National Transportation 
Safety Board with suggestions to improve 
safety at the location and to reach out to 
state representatives to help improve con-
ditions at that crossing.

“There are a couple of things they could 
do to avoid this,” Handler said. “It’s more a 
traffic and road issue than an MTA issue.”

One step he suggested is for the state or 
the proper jurisdiction to extend the area off 
of Commerce Street by building a small lane 
that runs parallel to the Taconic State Park-
way. Currently, there is room for about three 
or four cars to fit on the short stretch be-
tween the parkway and the crossing should 
the crossing arms come down, which is usu-
ally inadequate during rush hour.

Handler’s second suggestion would 
be to put foam on the wooden barriers, 
since it appears that many drivers are con-
cerned about scratches or dents.

Last week, during his briefings, NTSB 
board member Robert Sumwalt said that 
the crossing functioned properly. He also 
said it took 39 seconds from the time the 
red crossing lights flashed until the train 
entered the crossing.

However, Handler hopes that the acci-
dent opens the eyes of the authorities to 
make improvements at the site to make 
sure it never happens again.

Motorist: Safety Improvements Needed at Fatal Train Crossing 

 One motorist who for 20 years regularly used the Commerce Street crossing that was the site of  the 
worst accident in Metro-North’s history last week, said he was caught in a similar position as the SUV 
driver about 10 years ago.
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By Martin Wilbur
Friends and family of Ellen Brody re-

membered as a perpetually optimistic 
and caring family person who greeted 
everyone with a warm smile and infec-
tious humor.

“It struck me in every single meet-
ing, without fail, Ellen was smiling with 
that huge, warm, Ellen smile,” said Rabbi 
Benjy Silverman during Brody’s funeral 
last Friday in Dobbs Ferry.

He said it was symbolic that last Tues-
day night was the Jewish holiday of Tu 
B’shvat, which celebrates trees that pro-
vide fruit, shade and oxygen.

“Like a tree, she gave so much more 
than it takes. Her smile, her energy and 
her positivity was our breath of fresh air,” 
Silverman said.

Brody, who worked at ICD Contem-
porary Jewelry on South Greeley Avenue 
in Chappaqua, met her husband, Alan, 
in 1989. He said she was the love of his 
life and that “our family reveled in her 
sunshine.”

“Ellen lived life to the fullest and she 
loved every minute of it,” Alan Brody 
said.

Her three daughters, Alexa, Julia and 
Danielle talked about how their mom 
was their support system and biggest fan 
and was welcoming of their friends into 

the family’s house.
“I can only hope that me and my sis-

ters can embody just one ray of her 
sunshine,” said Danielle, 22, the oldest 
daughter.

Ellen Brody’s uncle, Sid Greenberg, 
told a story of when she worked for him 
and her late father in a family business 
in Queens before she met Alan. A young 
man in the neighborhood who was in 
a wheelchair one day asked Ellen for a 
date. She accepted.

The next day the young man’s mother 
came to let her father and Greenberg 
know how special that night was for him.

“Not just a date but a date with a pretty 
girl,” Greenberg remembered her saying.

Silverman said that it seems unfair that 
Ellen Brody’s life was cut short at such an 
early age, but she accomplished what she 
set out to do.

“She couldn’t haven’t given anything 
more. She gave everything of herself,” he 
said.

Family, Friends Remember Brody’s Smile, Laugh, Optimism

Ellen Brody

lived his life working hard and playing 
hard. She said a friend once mentioned to 
her how Joe had a great balance of “profes-
sional success and personal happiness.”

Each August, Jen said they would plan 
vacations for the entire family, includ-
ing the couple’s three young sons. They 
traveled throughout Europe and Asia 
and were planning a trip to Japan this 
summer. 

“He was the love of my life, and my 
best friend,” she said.

Joe’s father, Joe Nadol Jr., said his son 
was always involved in his children’s 
lives. He made sure to participate in dif-
ferent activities with Joey, 10, Sam, 9, 
and Jake, 7, and always tried to be a role 
model for the three of them. 

The other passengers killed in the 
crash were Eric Vandercar, 53, an in-
vestment banker from Bedford; Walter 
Liedtke, 69, an art curator from Bedford 
Hills; Chappaqua resident Robert Dirks, 
36;  and Tomar Aditya, 41, of Danbury, 
CT. Another 15 passengers were hurt, 
some seriously. Most were taken to near-
by Westchester Medical Center.

The driver, Ellen Brody, 49, of 
Edgemont was also killed. She entered 
the crossing when the barrier come 
down on her 2011 Mercedes ML 350 
about 6:27 p.m. last Tuesday. Rick Hope 
of Yorktown, the driver who was in the 

car behind Brody’s at the time of the 
accident, reported to investigators that 
he had entered onto Commerce Street 
after traffic had been diverted from the 
Taconic State Parkway due to a separate 
accident, Sumwalt said.

When he approached the crossing, 
Hope reported that traffic was “inching 
along” as the SUV moved onto the cross-
ing and came to a stop. At that point, the 
crossing arm lowered onto the SUV and 
hit the back of the car. According to Hope, 
Brody got out of her car and walked to the 
arm, then got back into the vehicle and 
sat there for a moment “as if there was 
enough time to put on her seatbelt.”

Sumwalt said the 5:44 Southeast-bound 
Harlem line train from Grand Central 
Station was traveling at 58 miles per 
hour--under the 60-mile-per-hour speed 
limit-- before the engineer applied the 
emergency brake when he spotted the car 
in the crossing four seconds before im-
pact. NTSB investigators determined the 
train had decelerated to 48 miles per hour 
when it collided with the SUV and took 
another 650 feet to stop, he said.

Sumwalt stated all equipment was 
functioning properly and procedures 
were followed by the crew in the sec-
onds before the crash. The train’s horn 
sounded with the proper cadence--two 
longs blasts followed by one short blast 
and another long blast--as it approached 
the crossing. 

Thirty-nine seconds before the train 
approached the crossing, the flashing 
lights illuminated and the arm subse-
quently lowered, said Sumwalt. The area 
also had adequate signage.

Investigators will study the factors that 
may have led to Brody getting stuck on the 
tracks. Sumwalt said they will try to deter-
mine how familiar she was with the vehi-
cle and the area and if traffic in front of 
her prevented her from moving forward. 
In addition, the NTSB is in the process of 
obtaining her cell phone records, to deter-
mine if she was texting or making a call at 
the time of the accident. 

“We do that routinely now in all trans-
portation accidents because we have 
seen a lot of accidents where this is a fac-
tor,” said Sumwalt. 

The SUV was registered and passed in-
spection in December.

The third rail, which broke apart 
in 39-foot sections after impact, was 
last inspected in December, according 
to Sumwalt. One section of third rail 
pierced the SUV behind the driver while 
12 sections broke through the bottom of 
the first train car and piled up inside the 
train car.

The NTSB will work cooperatively 
with MTA police to conduct a thorough 
inspection of the severely damaged first 
car of the train. It was removed late 
Wednesday to the MTA facility in North 
White Plains.

“This is a very detailed investigation of 
this car. We’re combing carefully through 
pieces of ash, debris, pieces of third rail 
that have penetrated into that rail car and 
it makes for a very lengthy investigative 
process because of the severe, burnt-out 
condition of that car,” Sumwalt said.

County Executive Rob Astorino took 
a tour of the crash site hours after the 
accident and affected seeing the charred 
wreckage firsthand.

“What I saw on that train is something 
that I’ll never forget,” Astorino said. “I am 
amazed that anyone got off that train (alive).”

After the collision, hundreds of pas-
sengers were seen evacuating the rear of 
the train and walking along the Taconic 
Parkway, on nearby streets or through 
the snow in nearby Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery looking for a way to get home, As-
torino said.

On a typical weekday, that train aver-
ages about 655 commuters, said MTA 
President and CEO Thomas Prendergast. 
The train had made its last stop at 125th 
Street and was scheduled to stop next in 
Chappaqua. Prendergast said. 

For Astorino, the deadly crash hit 
close to home.

“I was a commuter. This is my home 
town and I would take (that) train from 
Hawthorne,” he said. “You sit down on 
the train with your iPad or iPod and you 
expect to get home safely. This is the last 
thing anyone would expect to happen.”

Ossining-area Man One of Six Victims in Train Wreck
continued from page 1
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Giordano has Demonstrated His Commitment 
to the Community

To the Editor:
I am writing to urge all Yorktown vot-

ers to participate in the upcoming special 
election on March 10 to fill two vacancies 
on the Town Board. In the race to fill the 
seat of former councilman Nick Bianco. I 
am endorsing Bob Giordano.

I’ve known Bob for over 10 years. In 
that time, Bob has been fully engaged 
in the civic life of Yorktown. He’s vol-
unteered countless hours of his time to 

make our town a better place, includ-
ing service on the Planning Board and 
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 
His recent endeavor, founding the York-
town Small Business Association, shows 
his commitment to this vital sector of 
the community. As Bob says, Yorktown 
cannot thrive if its small businesses are 
neglected. Bob is also well-versed on is-
sues of environmental quality and will 
work hard on the Town Board to see 

that future development is done respon-
sibly.

Bob knows that government cannot 
solve all our problems. But government, 
working with an engaged citizenry and 
local businesses, can do a lot to move 
Yorktown forward. We need Bob’s com-
mitment and passion on the Town Board. 
Please vote on March 10 and make your 
voice heard. 

William KEllnEr 

Letters

Yorktown’s Future is at Stake in Special Election
To the Editor:

I used to think Mr. Vishnu Patel, with his 
scientific background, would contribute a 
logical, dispassionate approach to town 
board matters. As a longtime resident, I 
am very disappointed to report this is not 
the case. I was so shocked when I watched 
the town board meetings on TV that I 
started attending the meetings in person 
to see for myself what was going on. Mr. 
Patel’s unprofessional behavior included 
waving papers in the air, making irrational 

and irrelevant statements about water and 
blood in our bodies, and disrespecting 
the other town board members with his 
body language, including storming out of 
a town board meeting in an apparent tem-
per tantrum. And why is he taking photos 
during town board meetings? If Mr. Patel 
finds these meetings boring, or beneath his 
intellectual interests, he should resign. Or 
perhaps he has a quixotic ambition to be a 
public-access cable TV star.

In the town board meeting room, I lis-

tened to him and tried to see his point 
of view. Sadly in my opinion he votes 
against the town’s best interest time and 
time again. It is time for Yorktown to 
vote in some serious town board mem-
bers who truly care about our town and 
can nullify Mr. Patel’s votes. I believe 
the best people for the job are Tom Di-
ana and Greg Bernard. Your vote counts 
please use it on March 10th at our special 
election, Yorktown’s future is at stake.

DoroThEa laScala

Editorial

Teatown Officials Have a Lot of 
Explaining To Do

When officials from Teatown Lake 
Reservation meet with the Yorktown 
Town Board Tuesday night, they 
have a lot of explaining to do.

As heartless and irresponsible as it 
was when Teatown last year brought 
in bow hunters to wipe out innocent 
deer from its 1,000-acre nature pre-
serve, located in Yorktown and Os-
sining, now officials have this hair 
brain idea to get rid of a core symbol 
of the property.

The Board of Teatown has reached 
the shameful decision to dismantle 
The Croft, a Tudor-style house built 
in 1914 that was once owned by the 
family that created Teatown. Nancy 
Felcher, vice president of the Board 
of Trustees of Teatown, explained 

during a recent contentious meeting 
that after much thought and consid-
eration by the board, it was deter-
mined no viable use could be found 
for The Croft and that the expense for 
its continued upkeep did not meet 
the mission of Teatown.

According to its own literature, 
“While environmental education 
and preservation of the preserve and 
hiking trials are still at the core of 
Teatown’s mission, in recent years, 
Teatown has also taken on a regional 
leadership position, providing the re-
gion with expert knowledge in land 
protection and conservation.”

It seems Teatown has a peculiar 
way of providing leadership in land 
conservation, and many environmen-

talists and preservationists rightfully 
were livid with the latest direction 
from the board that seems to be op-
posite to the core of the organization.

Yorktown Supervisor Michael 
Grace was understandably aghast 
when he learned about Teatown’s 
plans, calling it “a crime,” and vowed 
to join any effort to save The Croft. 
He also said the building would be 
perfect for an arts center that the 
town has been looking to establish.

Hopefully Grace and others can 
talk some sense into Teatown’s brain 
trust and make them realize they’re 
making a big mistake by looking to 
demolish a structural gem and a part 
of the region’s history that would be 
lost forever.

SMall NeWS iS BiG NeWS - 914-864-0878
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By Michael Giuliano
The Alliance for Safe Kids (ASK) held 

its fifth-annual “Save a Life” Forum event 
on Sunday at the Yorktown Community 
and Cultural Center. The event sought to 
inform youths and adults on issues such 
as drug abuse and mental illness, and 
also encouraged them to become viable 
community allies for those who are in 
crisis.

Prior to the main events of the day, 
Tricy Cushner, president of ASK’s Board 
of Directors, began by speaking about 
what resources ASK had available for the 
event. Particularly, she singled out the 
grief and specialist counselors available 
for those who needed somebody to speak 
to, and also showed how volunteers who 
were wearing green ribbons were also 
available for information or counseling, 
if needed.

“You’re going to feel like your heart is 
getting tugged at certain times today,” 
Cushner advised, speaking about some 
of the documentaries, workshops, and 
panels that would be going on through-
out the day.  “It’s actually important that 
your emotions get pulled at today, be-
cause that’s what helps you and really 
empowers you to say, ‘I’m going to use 
the information that I’m hearing today.’” 

State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown), who was recently voted Co-
Chair of the Senate’s Joint Task Force 
on Heroin and Opiate Addiction, talked 
about his plans for the task force, and 
stressed the fact that public and commu-
nity input would be crucial for the suc-
cess of the task force.  

“This is an epidemic coming through 
the Hudson Valley,” Murphy said.  “One 
[death] is too many, and we’ve had mul-
tiple over the last few weeks.”  

Murphy mentioned a case of a fatal 
overdose occurring the night before, 
driving home the point that more need-

ed to be done to curb the ongoing drug 
problem.  He also thanked several police 
officers in attendance, specifically Lieu-
tenant Robert Noble, for the major arrest 
of 23 heroin dealers in January, as a part 
of the Northern Narcotics Initiative op-
eration.

Opening and headlining the Save a 
Life event was “Whispering Spirits,” a 
documentary about Yorktown resident 
and student Justin Veatch. Veatch died of 
an apparent drug overdose on September 
8, 2008. He was 17 years old. The docu-

mentary, which first 
premiered at the Jacob 
Burns Film Center in 
November 2014, talked 
about how Veatch’s 
death affected his fam-
ily and friends. It also 
went on to explore Ve-
atch’s musical talents 
and showed how, after 
his death, several high-
profile bands went 
on to cover versions 
of his songs for an al-
bum. The album, titled 
“Permagrin: the Music 
of Justin Veatch,” was 
produced by Polyvinyl 
Records and is available 
for purchase through 
the Justin Veatch Fund 
or digitally on iTunes.

Since the death of his 
son, Jeffrey Veatch has 

toured the tri-state area with “A Message 
From Justin;” a presentation that tells 
Justin’s story, and also advises both teens 
and adults on how to deal with drug 
abuse and the horrors that come with it. 
By his own estimations, Veatch has spo-
ken to over 20,000 students.

“I decided that I would dedicate my 
life to talking to kids about Justin, and 
trying to reach out to them,” Veatch said, 
“because this should never happen.”

Jeffrey Veatch also started the Justin 
Veatch Fund, a program that seeks to 
support young musicians. The fund most 
notably gives out the Justin Veatch Music 
Scholarship every year, which donates 
money to graduating seniors who are 
seeking careers in music. It also holds 
monthly open-mic nights for perform-
ers, and gained notoriety in 2012 when 
former New York Yankees outfielder 
Bernie Williams played with several 
members at an event in White Plains.

Following the screening of “Whisper-
ing Spirits,” adults and students were 
separated, with adults staying in the 
theater for workshops on mental health 
and substance abuse, and students mov-
ing throughout the community center 
for panels dealing with safe dating, re-
fusal skills, and youth mental health.

Dara Caputo, a Clinician and Director 
of Mental Health at St. Christopher’s Inc. 
in Dobbs Ferry, led a workshop on Youth 
Mental Health First Aid, talking about 
how adults can be more receptive and at-
tentive towards the needs of those who 

suffer from mental health disorders.
“We don’t say someone ‘is cancer,’ but 

we do say someone ‘is bipolar’ or ‘is de-
pressed,’” said Caputo, referring to the 
negative connotations often forged with 
mental illnesses. “There should be no 
difference in the importance of medical 
first aid versus [that of] mental first aid.”

Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace 
was in attendance for the Youth Men-
tal Health First Aid workshop, and also 
made comments about the stigma that 
often comes to those who suffer from 
poor mental health.

“We treat these people like modern-
day lepers,” Grace said.  “As a commu-
nity, we need to learn to embrace them, 
forgive them, and also direct them if nec-
essary.”

Following the workshops and forums, 
the event also featured the annual “Taste 
of Yorktown,” which featured tastings 
from several local restaurants. Bob-B-
Q, in Shrub Oak, was voted the people’s 
choice for favorite restaurant. Liz Tal-
bert, the Coalition Coordinator for ASK, 
said that including the Taste of Yorktown 
with the Save a Life Forum was a way of 
saying ‘Thank you’ to all of the local busi-
nesses that donated to the cause.  

Talbert also said that the Save a Life 
Forum is not only their biggest event of 
the year, but is also the event that best 
represents what the Alliance for Safe 
Kids is about.

“ASK is about the community.  It’s not 
just about us putting on a big show,” Tal-
bert said. “It’s about all of us coming to-
gether to help.”

More information on the Alliance for 
Safe Kids and the Save a Life event can 
be found at www.allianceforsafekids.
org.  They also have Twitter (@ASK_
Yorktown) and Instagram (@Allianc-
e4safekids) accounts to spread their in-
formation on social media.

ASK ‘Save a Life’ Forum Focuses on Drug Abuse, Mental Illness

MICHAEL GIULIANO PHOTOS
High School students Hannah Bilton and Nicole Decicco.

 (ASK Board of  Directors President) Tricy Cushner, Sen. Terrence 
Murphy, (ASK Coalition Coordinator) Liz Talbert.

Town Supervisor Michael Grace, Tricy Cushner, 
Liz Talbert



February 10 - February 16,  2015 The Northern Westchester Examiner10         

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools (MSA). To �nd out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, 
CALL NOW!

For over 37  years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors have 
given students the skills, con
dence, and motivation needed to 
get back on the right track.

 

ACADEMIC SKILLS          K-12 
Reading • Writing • Math • Study Skills • Spelling • Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING       MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
Pre-Algebra • Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus 
Calculus • Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

EXAM PREP     
     

   

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES?
HUNTINGTON CAN 
HELP. 

©2014 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. *SAT and Advanced Placement(AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board.  PSAT/NMSQT is a registered
trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.  None of these entities were involved in the production of,
and do not endorse, this program.  **Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only.  Not valid with any other offer.

Yorktown
335 Downing Drive  Yorktown, NY 10598

914-245-8882

HPA101-YKT(2/15)

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT • Advanced Placement (AP)* • State Tests
GED • ASVAB • ISEE • SSAT • ELA • Regents • TACHS • COOP

For additional locations in your area call

1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Maria Vita Corrado
Maria Vita Corradoa, a resident of 

Peekskill, died peacefully at her home on 
February 3, after a long battle with pan-
creatic cancer. She was. 45.

She is survived by her father, Domen-
ick Vita of Port Chester; her brothers, 
Joseph Vita and his wife, Carla Klein-
wachter Vita of Princeton, Minnesota, 
Anthony Vita of Port Chester, and Do-
menick Vita and his wife Patricia Halpin 
of Tarrytown; and six nephews and niec-
es whom she greatly loved and adored, 
Lauren Vita and Lindsey Vita of Rye, 
Angelo Vita and Renzo Vita of Princ-
eton, Minnesota, Jack Vita and Katelyn 
Vita of Tarrytown. She also leaves behind 
her loyal and beloved cat, Sebastian. She 
was predeceased by her mother, Teresa 
(Ribuffo) Vita Sampaio of Rye Brook, 
and her brother, John Vita of Rye Brook. 

She was born and raised in Port Ches-
ter, was a graduate of Port Chester High 
School, Class of 1987, and worked for 
Purchase College for over 20 years. She 
was a proud member of the strong and 
giving United University Professions 
Union for SUNY employees. Maria left 
behind a great many of her friends and 
co-workers whom she admired greatly. 
And finally, the family would like to ac-

knowledge the special bond in friend-
ship and sisterhood Maria shared with 
those with whom Maria spent her final 
days. We are forever grateful for your 
friendship and ability to lift Maria up in 
her many times of need. 

Richard Ferris
Richard H. Ferris, a resident of Cro-

ton-on-Hudson, died on February 3. He 
was 91.

He was born in Peekskill, on Novem-
ber 6, 1923 to the late Richard N. and 
Ruth (Davey) Ferris. Mr. Ferris was a 
proud United States Army Air Force 
WWII Veteran. He worked and retired in 
1982 as Plant Manager for Burnwell Gas 
in Peekskill. He was also the Co-Owner 
of Croton Bait & Tackle with his wife Ina. 
His true passions in life were his family 
and fishing. He was a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather 
and friend to many. He will be missed by 
all who knew him.

He is survived by his beloved wife; 
loving son and daughters, Robert Fer-
ris (Doreen) of Cold Spring, Ruthann 
Lombardo (Louis) of Garrison, Maryann 
Lombardo (Frank) of Cold Spring, Aura 
Lee Varell (Gene) of Lansdale, PA and 
Laura Jean DeNoris (David) of Croton-

on-Hudson. He is also survived by 18 
grandchildren and 23 great-grandchil-
dren. He was predeceased by his son, 
Richard H. Ferris, Jr. and his sisters, Etta 
Pinkham and Gladys Nelson.

Joseph Kurilecz, Jr.
Joseph Kurilecz, Jr., a 50-year resident 

of Ossining, WWII veteran, loving hus-
band and father and a friend to many, 
died on January 23 in Quincy, MA. He 
was 92.

He was born on October 20, 1922 in 
Yonkers, to Joseph and Mary Kurilecz. 
He was the third child after his sisters 
Margaret and Anna who predeceased 
him.

In 1948 he married his wife Gloria 
(Liswith) who passed away four days 
short of their 60th anniversary. They had 
one son, Joseph M. Kurilecz who lives in 
Arlington, MA.

“Big Joe” is survived by his brother 
in-law Carl Liswith and his wife Marian 
and his three nephews Mitchell, Steven 
and Ted and their families. He leaves be-
hind many friends from the Boston area 
including Lisa, Sophie and the D’Angelo 
family.

Mr. Kurilecz graduated from Yonkers 
High School and attended college at the 

University of Wisconsin before enlist-
ing in the United States Army Air Corp. 
Trained as a meteorologist, he partici-
pated in the invasion of Saipan followed 
by Tinian. He finished his service on 
Okinawa before returning home. Mr. 
Kurilecz received three battle stars and 
was honorably discharged with the rank 
of Staff Sergeant.Known as “88” dur-
ing his caddy days and as “the Baron” 
after he graduated from Fordham and 
received his MBA at NYU, he spent his 
career working for General Foods as the 
Manager-Federal Tax Examinations and 
retired in 1988.”Pop Sclertz” thrilled 
many Ossining High School athletes in 
the mid-seventies with his end of sea-
son press clipping compilations. After 
his retirement, he volunteered with the 
Ossining Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
as a riding member and served on the 
Board of Directors. He collected a va-
riety of Asian antiques with his wife, 
while cheering for the Giants and Notre 
Dame football. 

Audrey Micklas
Audrey Micklas a longtime resident of 

Ossining, died peacefully on February 3. 
She was 60.

Obituaries

continued on page18
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By Neal Rentz
Thornwood resident Richie Bedus 

opened Flooring Liquidators in 
Cortlandt three months ago, but the 
business has long been a passion for him.

“I’ve done it since I was a kid,” Bedus 
said last week.

Bedus utilizes his passion to his 
customers.  

“We offer all sorts of flooring – wood, 
tile, linoleum,” Bedus explained, adding 
carpeting is also available. 

“There’s a lot of people we see that 
are just buying houses and they’re just 
redoing their floors,” Bedus said. “Some 
people know what they want (but) some 
people need help and that’s what we’re 
here for. We have a lot of product out 
there.”

Most of the flooring displayed in the 
showroom is in stock, Bedus said. If the 
flooring is in stock installation can be 
completed the next day -- within a few 
hours if it is carpeting -- and a whole 
day if it is wood, he said. If the flooring 
is not in stock, it will be ordered and be 
available within a week.

Bedus said he personally specializes 
in working in commercial buildings. He 

oversees his employees when they install 
flooring in commercial buildings. 

Bedus’ Route 6 business, near 
ShopRite, is located at the site of a 
former produce and fish market. It took 
about four months and much money to 

complete the renovations, he said. 
“It’s a great location,” Bedus said. 

“There’s a lot of traffic.”
Though business has been good so 

far, Bedus said he has made an effort 
to familiarize local residents with his 

establishment because it is tough to 
spread word of mouth. He has placed 
ads on television and in the local weekly 
newspaper and will hold a grand opening 
ceremony sometime in March.

Bedus said his customers come from 
all over the area, including northern 
Westchester and Putnam. “They’re 
really coming from everywhere,” he 
said. 

The term liquidators refers to “the tons 
of material” housed in the showroom, 
Bedus noted. 

Flooring Liquidators is located 
at 2084 E. Main St. in Cortlandt. 
For more information call 914-930-
7788, send an e-mail to Richie@
flooringliquidatorsonline.com or visit 
flooringliquidatorsonline.com.

Flooring liquidators
cortlandt

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL RENTz PHOTO
Thornwood resident Richie Bedus opened Flooring Liquidators in Cortlandt three months ago.
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Ramel Tukes

Peekskill Police

January 29 -2 a.m. – Ramel Tukes, 
24, of Peekskill, was charged with felony 
counts of robbery, assault and weap-
ons possession in connection with the 
shooting of two people on the 700 block 
of South Street. Police said the shooting 
of a man and a woman, both in their 
early 20s, followed an argument over 
money. Police Chief Eric Johansen said 
the victims drove themselves to Hudson 
Valley Hospital Center with non-life 
threatening gunshot wounds. Tukes, 
who was taken into custody at a home 
on Route 202, was reportedly paroled 
from state prison last May after serv-
ing 18 months on a felony drug charge. 
Police recovered the handgun allegedly 
used in the shooting.

State Police
February 1
Corey Biddle, 20, of Mahopac, was 

charged with driving while ability im-
paired by drugs and unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana after he was found 
sleeping behind the wheel in a vehicle 
stopped in the middle of the exit ramp 
from the Taconic State Parkway to 
Route 6. He is due in Yorktown Town 
Court on February 19.

Crystal Gibbs, 32, of Peekskill, was 
charged with driving while intoxicated 
and unlawful possession of marijuana 
following a car accident on Route 9 
where she was found asleep at the wheel. 
When troopers noted extensive damage 
to the Hyundai Gibbs was operating did 
not appear consistent with the crash 
they contacted are police departments 

to see if they were investigating hit-and-
run crashes. Ossining Police reported 
they had been investigating three hit-
and-run accidents where a Hyundai was 
identified as the suspect vehicle. Gibbs 
is due in Cortlandt Town Court on Feb-
ruary 13.

Yorktown Police
January 28 - 12:07 p.m. – Luis 

Sanchez, 26, of Mahopac, was charged 
with driving with a suspended driver’s 

license and operating a vehicle with in-
sufficient brake lights following a traffic 
stop on Route 202. He was released af-
ter posting $250 bail and is due in court 
March 3.

February 3 - 9:05 p.m. – An uniden-
tified 17-year-old Yorktown female was 
charged with criminal tampering after 
allegedly throwing eggs at a residence 
on Sutton Street.

February 4 - 5:31 p.m. – Adam 
Kluge, 34, of Croton, was charged with 
criminal possession of marijuana and 
Alprazolam, a controlled substance, af-
ter Yorktown Police, along with mem-
bers of the Westchester County Drug 
Enforcement Task Force, conducted 
surveillance at the Jefferson Valley Mall 
where Kluge was observed smoking pot 
in public view. He is due in Yorktown 
Town Court on March 5.
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You.

A happier you.

A happier, healthier you.

We know that sometimes it takes more than just hard work and determination to become a happier, healthier 

you. That’s why we offer a weight loss surgery program specifically designed to help, with the latest surgical 

techniques, nutritional counseling and support programs. 

Ready to take the next step? Please join us for a no-commitment seminar moderated by Dr. Thomas 

Cerabona, Dr. Ashutosh Kaul and Dr. Anthony Maffei, general surgeons from Surgical Intensivists, P.C.  

and members of the PHC medical staff. Simply call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot today or to 

learn more, visit health-quest.org/WeightLossSurgery. 

Putnam Hospital Center seminars 

January 29th and February 26th at 4:30 PM

Vassar Brothers Medical Center seminars 

January 15th and February 12th at 5:00 PM

BARIATRIC SURGERY SUPPORT GROUPS
Northern Dutchess Hospital January 6th and February 3rd at 7:00 PM — (845) 871-3600
Putnam Hospital Center January 29th and February 26th at 6:00 PM — (845) 230-4797

Vassar Brothers Medical Center January 21st and February 18th at 6:00 PM — (845) 454-8500 Ext. 73026
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T:10”
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Division Street Grill
Restaurant & Caterers

 Romantic
 Four Course Dinner
 Warm Candlelight

Soft Piano Music

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

26 N. Division Street, Peekskill 

914.739.6380
Reservations Requested

Valentine’s Day
Weekend

Division Street Grill
Restaurant & Caterers

 Romantic
 Four Course Dinner
 Warm Candlelight

Soft Piano Music

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

26 N. Division Street, Peekskill 

914.739.6380
Reservations Requested

Valentine’s Day
Weekend

VALENTINE'S DAY
ROMANTIC

FOUR COURSE DINNER
WARM CANDLELIGHT

SOFT
PIANO MUSIC

Division Street Grill
Restaurant & Caterers

 Romantic
 Four Course Dinner
 Warm Candlelight

Soft Piano Music

www.divisionstreetgrill.com

26 N. Division Street, Peekskill 

914.739.6380
Reservations Requested

Valentine’s Day
Weekend

SPECIAL LOVER'S LUNCHEON 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
Yorktown High School students Jenna Gammer and Sreeya Sai are working together to organize 
a Dance-A-Thon on Saturday, February 28 from 5 to 10 p.m. at Solaris Sports Club to benefit 
the not-for-profit organization Support Connection. Cost of  admission is a $10 donation, with a 
reduced donation of  $5 for children under 10. For more information, contact Christine Katt at 
christine.katt@supportconnection.org or call (914) 962-6402.
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In the spirit of the upcoming Presidents’ 
weekend - and in my insatiable search to 
relate events around me to a wine-centrici-
ty – I contemplated this week’s column.

Seeking references to any imbibing 
habits by our first and sixteenth leaders, I 
found the landscape highly polarized. 

George the 1st brewed his own beer, of 
which he consumed copious amounts at 
dinners in his home and at various venues 
when crafting the Constitution with his 
fellow Founding Fathers. He was also fond 
of the fine wines purchased by Thomas Jef-
ferson on his governmental boondoggles 
to French wineries. And George was a fan 
of the wine rage of Colonial times: Portu-
guese Madeira fortified wines.

President Lincoln was the extreme op-
posite. A self-proclaimed teetotaler, he 

once pronounced 
his attitude towards 
tippling: the prob-
lem with alcohol was 
not that it was a bad 
thing, but a good 
thing abused by bad 
people.

With Lincoln’s 
statement in mind, 
I began to ponder 
the drinking habits 
of other world lead-
ers, and their influ-
ence on the course of 
world events.

The proclivities of many leaders came 
to mind, both indulgers and abstainers, 
including Napoleon, Stalin, Franklin Roo-
sevelt and George W. Bush. But the one 
leader, in my mind, that history attributes 
an indomitable spirit of military prowess 
and political acumen, equally intermeshed 
with conspicuous consumption, is Win-
ston Churchill.  

Coincidentally, last week marked the 
50th anniversary of his death at age 90. 
With this occasion as inspiration for fur-
thering this week’s wine-centric theme, I 
researched the numerous links between 
Sir Winston’s exploits in the Cabinet War 
Rooms and at the dinner table within 10 
Downing Street.

As British Prime Minister from 1940-
1945, Churchill led his country from the 
brink of defeat to victory during WW II. 
With his vow of “blood, toil, tears and 
sweat” to Parliament upon taking office, his 
constituents considered him their savior – 
and forgave him for his many excesses. 

His excesses?
1. It is well documented that his typical 
alcohol consumption consisted of two or 
three Scotches, several glasses of Cham-
pagne, at least two brandies, and a highball 
– each day.
2. At a banquet at the home of the Saudi 
king, where, for religious reasons, no alco-
hol or cigars were served, Prime Minister 
Churchill protested: “My religion pre-
scribes, as an absolute sacred ritual, smok-

ing cigars and drinking alcohol before, af-
ter, and, if need be, during all meals and the 
intervals between them.”
3. Of all libations, he favored Champagne. 
He once admitted: “In victory I deserve it; 
in defeat, I need it.”
4. During the war, Churchill visited the 
White House for weeks at a time, engaging 
in his smoking and drinking habits into the 
wee hours of the morning with his drink-
ing buddy. An aide to President Roosevelt 
admitted that after Churchill’s visits, FDR 
slept for 10 hours a night for three con-
secutive days. 

These excesses were encapsulated in his 

penchant for inspiring his constituents, at 
times with classic wit and sarcasm. Here 
are a few tidbits I gleaned from various 
sources: 
1. “You have enemies? Good. That means 
you’ve stood up for something, sometime 
in your life.”
2. “This is the lesson: never give in, never 
give in, never, never, never, never—in 
nothing, great or small, large or petty—
never give in except to convictions of hon-
our and good sense.”
3. “Men occasionally stumble over the 
truth, but most of them pick themselves up 
and hurry off as if nothing has happened.”

4. “He has all of the virtues I dislike and 
none of the vices I admire.”
5. Dialogue at a dinner with British poli-
tician Bessie Braddock: “Winston, you are 
drunk, and what’s more you are disgust-
ingly drunk.” “Bessie, my dear, you are ugly, 
and what’s more, you are disgustingly ugly. 
But tomorrow I shall be sober and you will 
still be disgustingly ugly.”
6. “Don’t interrupt me while I’m interrupt-
ing.”

As we remember the accomplishments 
of these leaders this weekend, consider 
President Lincoln’s words on drinking. I 
guess there are exceptions to every maxim.

Let’s Lift One as We Celebrate President’s Weekend

By Nick Antonaccio

Store Hours
Monday: 9:00-6:00 • Tuesday: 9:00-6:00 • Wednesday: 9:00-6:00 • Thursday: 9:00-7:00 • Friday: 9:00-6:00

Saturday:10:00-5:00 • After Hour and Sunday appointments available upon request.

1821 E. Main St • Rt 6
Mohegan Lake 

(Near Sprint and Peachwave Yogurt)
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

A brilliant way to use natural light.
Silhouette® Window Shadings diffuse the sun’s rays, fi lling your home with soft, 
comfortable light. Using natural light more effi ciently means you can rely less on 
electric lighting. Pretty smart. Ask for details.

Silhouette® Window Shadings

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 2/1/15 – 4/25/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set 
forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward 
card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations 
may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.  

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 25, 2015

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

4 Solera® Soft Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 2/1/15 – 4/25/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card 
and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and 
each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the 
property of Hunter Douglas.
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Happy Valentine’s Day

1859 E. Main St. 
Mohegan Lake
(914) 528-8800

�B�e� �y�o�u�r� �M�o�s�t� �B�e�a�u�t�i�f�u�l
�t�h�i�s� �V�a�l�e�n�t�i�n�e�'�s� �D�a�y�!

�P�a�c�k�a�g�e� �#�1
�K�e�r�a�t�i�n� �t�r�e�a�t�m�e�n�t�,
�h�a�i�r�c�u�t� �&� �e�y�e�b�r�o�w� 
�s�h�a�p�i�n�g� �$�2�5�0� 
�(�$�3�1�5� �v�a�l�u�e�)

�P�a�c�k�a�g�e� �#�4
�H�a�i�r�c�u�t� �&� �g�l�o�s�s� 
�t�r�e�a�t�m�e�n�t� �$�6�0
�(�$�9�5� �v�a�l�u�e�)

�P�a�c�k�a�g�e� �#�5
�H�a�i�r�c�u�t� �&� �c�h�e�m�i�s�t�r�y� 
�s�h�o�t� �$�5�0
�(�$�7�0� �v�a�l�u�e�)

�P�a�c�k�a�g�e� �#�2
�P�a�r�t�i�a�l� �f�o�i�l�,� �g�l�o�s�s� 
�t�r�e�a�t�m�e�n�t�,
�h�a�i�r�c�u�t� �&� �e�y�e�b�r�o�w� 
�s�h�a�p�i�n�g� �$�1�5�0� � 
�(�$�2�0�5� �v�a�l�u�e�)

�P�a�c�k�a�g�e� �#�3
�F�u�l�l� �c�o�l�o�r�,� �h�a�i�r�c�u�t�,
�a�n�d� �f�a�c�i�a�l� �w�a�x�i�n�g� �$�1�2�0
�(�$�1�6�5� �v�a�l�u�e�)

Specials good through 2/28/15

1761 Front Street • Yorktown Heights
914-243-4537

Sole’ Tan
AND MORE

Valentine's Specials February 13, 14 & 15 
Purchase any regular priced UV or Mystic tanning package 

Get 30% OFF and 35% OFF 
a bottle of lotion!

No Sharing of packages. Not to be combined with any other offer
Excludes custom airbrush

RISTORANTE  SPADAFORA 
18 Clark Place

Mahopac NY 10541
845 621-0137

fi nd us on

Special Valentine Gift 
for the ladies

With reservations by 2/13

Now Taking 
Valentine’s Day 

Reservations

Visit: VisionWorldofBedfordHills.com for more money saving offers

�V�i�s�i�o�n� �W�o�r�l�d

TI
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I •
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 • 
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TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARM
ANI • KATE SPADE • RAY-BAN • COACH • PRADA

• TIFFANY• BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

• TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

Kohl’s Shopping Plaza • Bedford Hills

914-666-3150

See store for details. 
Hurry, offer expires 3/31/15





Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN Wed - Sat 10 - 6 
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Happy Valentine’s Day
Come in
and let us

help you fi nd
the perfect gift
for all the

Valentines in
your life.

1811 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights NY • 914-962-9474

In the Heart of Yorktown
Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5:30 • Thurs Eves til 7 

NOW FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

the perfect gift

Valentines in

You will fi nd an eclectic mix of trendy and traditional 
jewelry in all price ranges, as well as a treasure trove

of  hostess gifts, products for bath & body, scarves 
and so much more! 

Exciting new merchandise arrives daily!

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Westchester Putnam Pottery 

 Date night for you… 
Means Date Night for the Kids!

Private 
Party Room

Go to dinner and drop your kids 
off 

Friday, February 13th 
7 pm to 8:30
$30 includes 

Pottery, Cookies , Water & Juice
Any birthday party booked by 2/28 for March will get Upgrade Pottery items*

*does not include 
prior bookings

3080 Lexington Avenue • Mohegan Lake
914-526-9188

Learn how to look like you just stepped out of the salon.
Blowouts • Makeup Application • Refreshments!

Thursday, February 12, 2015
5PM- 8PM

$25.00 Donation
Chair Massage $1.00 per minute

No appointments Required!

All proceeds to benefi t 
Support Connection

Shear Designs
You Deserve to be Pampered

40 Triangle Center,Suite 100 
Yorktown Hts, NY 10598

Support Connection, inc is a 501(c) (3) not-for--profi t organization whose mission 
is to provide emotional, social and educational support services to woman, their 
families and friends affected by breast and ovarian cancer

George 
“Cupid” 
Ondek   

�*�S�P�E�C�I�A�L� �B�U�L�L�E�T�I�N�*
�I� �a�m� �h�a�p�p�y� �t�o� �a�n�n�o�u�n�c�e� �t�h�a�t� �‘�t�h�e� �G�e�o�r�g�e� �O�n�d�e�k� 
�S�h�o�w�”� �w�i�l�l� �n�o�w� �b�e� �s�e�e�n� �o�n� �t�h�e� �G�r�e�e�n�b�u�r�g�h� �G�o�v�t�.� 
�c�h�a�n�n�e�l� �a�n�d� �h�a�s� �r�e�c�e�n�t�l�y� �b�e�e�n� �a�d�d�e�d� �t�o� �Y�o�n�k�e�r�s� �a�n�d� 
�P�o�r�t�c�h�e�s�t�e�r� �a�s� �w�e�l�l�,� �a�n�d� �c�a�n� �b�e� �s�e�e�n� �f�r�o�m� �t�i�m�e� �t�o� �t�i�m�e� 

�o�n� �t�h�e� �Y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n� �a�n�d� �C�o�r�t�l�a�n�d�t� �G�o�v�t�.� �c�h�a�n�n�e�l�s

�W�a�t�c�h� �m�e� �o�n� �C�a�b�l�e�v�i�s�i�o�n� �T�u�e�s�,� �W�e�d�.� 
�&� �T�h�u�r�s�d�a�y� �8�:�3�0� �p�m� �C�h�a�n�n�e�l� �1�5� �i�n� �P�e�e�k�s�k�i�l�l

�a�n�d� �T�h�u�r�s�d�a�y� �8�:�3�0� �p�m� �C�h�a�n�n�e�l� �7�4� �i�n� �Y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n� �a�n�d� 
�s�u�r�r�o�u�n�d�i�n�g� �a�r�e�a�s� �a�n�d� �a�n�y�t�i�m�e� �o�n� �Y�o�u�t�u�b�e

Wishing all 
my viewers 

and 
Examiner 
readers a

Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

15a Morrissey Dr.
Putnam Valley, NY 10579
Owner - Tara Scozzafava

Free Delivery to Local Schools

Don’t Forget 
Valentine’s Day 

February 14
  (845)526-2500
  (800)657-7006
  Putnamvalleyyorist.com

Putnam Valley Florist
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PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 6, 2015.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No 
bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniver-
sary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple 
interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2015 for $50,000.  A $10,000 
withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (1-2015).indd   1 1/8/2015   1:35:49 PM

12 N. Division Street • Peekskill, NY 10566 • 914-737-6624 

Friday, February 13
8:00 or 8:30 Dinner and 9:30 Show

featuring Mike Milazzo ~ Solo (Acoustic Rock)

Valentine’s Day - Saturday, February 14 
5:30 or 6:00 Dinner Includes

FREE glass of Prosecco with dinner entrée
8:00 or 8:30 Dinner and 9:30 Show

featuring Soul/R&B singer Edlene Hart

Reservations: 914-737-6624 • Music info: 12grapes.com

A Valentine’s Date Night 
to remember.

Westchester Magazine’s “Best Place for a Date Night” 
& “Best Live Music Spot” 

Hudson Valley,” said Paramount CEO Kurt 
G. Heitmann. “Along with our neighbors 
and partners, we wanted to create the fun 
and festivity of Mardi Gras here in our com-
munity. No one captures that spirit better 
than Buckwheat Zydeco. It’s sure to be a 
great time and a great show.”

Adding a bit of local flavor to the show, 
Peekskill’s very own Aaron “Professor 
Louie” Hurtwitz will open the evening with 
his band, Professor Louie and The Crow-
matix. The band brings an exciting, eclec-
tic mix of world-traveled blues, rock, R&B, 
gospel and folk to the Paramount Hudson 
Valley stage.

 During Mardi Gras Madness week, din-
ers at participating restaurants – including 
The Hudson Room, Gleason’s, The Birdsall 

House, The Peekskill Brewery, The Quiet 
Man, Ruben’s – can enjoy a 20% discount 
on Buckwheat Zydeco tickets at Paramount 
with proof of a dining purchase between 
2/17 and 2/21. Some restaurants may have 
dinner & show packages available.

 Mardi Gras Headline Event: Buckwheat 
Zydeco w/Professor Louie and The Crow-
matix

Date: Saturday, February 21st, 2015
Time: 8pm
Tickets: $40, $30
Website: http://paramounthudsonvalley.

com/mardi_gras_buckwheat_zydeco
 For tickets and more information visit 

paramounthudsonvalley.com or call the 
box-office at 914-739-0039. Paramount 
Hudson Valley is located at 1008 Brown 
Street in Peekskill, New York. 

Mardi Gras Madness Comes to 
Peekskill from February 17 - 21
continued from page 4

Obituaries
She was born in New Rochelle on 

July 10, 1954 to Edmund and Georgiena 
(Montieth) Rowe. She was a graduate of 
Ossining High School as well as a gradu-
ate of Phelps Nursing School. She took 
great pleasure in creating, Home Away 

From Home Daycare, which she ran out 
of her home for over 10 years.

She is survived by her husband Eu-
gene; two children Dawn Micklas son in-
law Shawn Carter, Jeffrey; three brothers, 
Roger (Melanie) Rowe, George (Ann) 
Rowe, Walter Rowe; and two grand-
daughters, Melanie and Marcella Carter. 

continued from page 10
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With my recent move, I learned that 
hanging on to keys and identifying 
which key is for which lock is important. 
I needed to call my local Locksmith-on-
Wheels in Yorktown Heights, owned by 
Eugene and Carl Camia, to open two 
locked file cabinets with long lost keys. 

There was also an unexpected mystery 
that unfolded before me. Buried deep in 
the eaves of my attic was a foot-
locker that I had placed there 
more than 40 years ago when 
I moved into the house and 
totally forgot about. It was an 
item my parents had purchased 
for me when I was 13 years old 
and being shipped off to mili-
tary school. It was to hold all my 
clothes and other possessions 
for that experience. As an adult, 
I used it for moving from one 
place to another and storage.  

As I lugged it from its hiding 
place, I found that it was ex-
tremely heavy, locked and had no 
key. I had no idea what might be in it. My 
wife guessed that it might be cobblestones, 
remembering that I used to collect inter-
esting stones for walkways and patios. 

“Oh, right,” I said, “that makes sense, 
that I’m going to save stones under lock 
and key.”  

On that fateful day for the unveiling of 

its secret contents, I called together my 
staff for a “happening” much like that 
famous non-event that Geraldo Rivera 
staged for the opening of the Al Capone 
vaults in Chicago. I didn’t remember any 
skeletons, figuratively speaking, from 
my past. When the trunk lid was slowly 
opened, we found only dense stacks of 
newspapers, periodicals and manuscripts 

-- packed tight, much like the 
famous hoarder Collyer broth-
ers -- dating from 1962 to 1968, 
obviously the latter year being 
the date the trunk was closed 
and locked. I quickly realized 
that this was my public relations 
“clipping file,” every publicity 
placement I made from the be-
ginning of my career, including 
a blowup of a New York Times 
clip of my wife and me from our 
15 minutes of fame that had gone 
missing, I thought, forever. I had 
forgotten how much space was 
required before paperless storage. 

The experience gave me the oppor-
tunity to think about the importance of 
keys and locks and to meet Carl Camia, 
who told me that his call for lost keys has 
greatly decreased since the age of key-
punch locks and automatic openers. All 
I have to do now, for instance, is stand 
near my car with my key in my pocket 

and my car door opens automatically. 
Then I just push a button to start it.

Camia told me something interesting, 
even a little frightening, about home se-
curity for people who move from more 
urban locations where having more than 
one deadbolt lock is common. We want 
the same thing here in the country, and 
when we do, it can be a dangerous thing 
in case of a fire. 

“If a fire breaks out in a house and 
the second deadbolt lock is in place, the 
homeowners can panic and not be able 
to find the key and not be able to get out 
of the house,” he said.  It’s happened.”

The most commonly used lock now 
is the Double-Acting Pin Tumbler Lock, 
modeled after the wooden locks of Assyr-
ia. It was first patented by American phy-
sician Abraham Stansbury in 1805 and 
later modernized by Linus Yale of Con-
necticut in 1848. In the early 20th cen-
tury, Hungarian immigrant John Junkunc 
revolutionized the craft with his dial 
combination locks and went on to make 
American Lock Company one of the big-
gest manufacturers of locks in the nation.

Since then, locksmiths have gone on 
to add features ranging from magnets to 
electronic sensors and digital keys. 

If you get locked out, or something you 
want gets locked in, or if you move into a 
new house, be sure to change the lock for 

obvious reasons and call Locksmiths-on-
Wheels at 914-245-0048.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, real 
estate and development. His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Getting Locked Out, Locked Up, and Locked In

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for Valentine’s Day at Somers Custom Framing!

914-271-9119
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING

DOORS • DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS
LEADERS

DON’T LET 
THE HEAVY SNOW 

DAMAGE THE INSIDE 
OF YOUR HOME
Call us Now 
to Remove 

the Snow From 
Your Roof!

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!
2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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and stressed the special permit was not 
needed to secure liability or home insur-
ance as has been rumored.

“We already have our insurance lined 
up,” he said. “We wanted to do this the 
right way. We were willing to accept con-
ditions. There’s nothing other than our de-
sire to have a positive acknowledgement 
from the town that restricts us from op-
erating. We stayed hopeful and remained 
hopeful throughout the process.”

Councilman Vishnu Patel voted 
against issuing the permit after being 

pressured to make a decision by Super-
visor Michael Grace. Last week, Grace 
once again implored Patel to explain his 
reasons for not voting in lockstep with 
Grace and Councilwoman Susan Siegel, 
but Patel refused to budge.

“We already voted once. It was already 
said,” Patel remarked briefly. “What is 
holding them up from opening?”

Grace insisted Patel was being “com-
pletely irresponsible” by not vocalizing 
his objections to the sober home and 
maintained Patel would “suffer the con-
sequences” if a lawsuit was filed against 

the town by Compass Westchester.
“I believe after a year of this being heard 

an articulation of the no vote has to be 
made,” Grace said. “What’s not permitted 
is just a no vote without any reason because 
on its face it’s arbitrary and capricious.”

Siegel refuted an argument made by 
Town Attorney Jeannette Koster that the 
board’s 2-1 vote could be construed as 
no action and said she would be drafting 
legislation redefining family in the town’s 
Zoning Code for the board to discuss.

“I felt it was a denial. I don’t think it 
was no action,” Siegel said. “If the ap-

plicant feels it was no action you have 
recourse since 62 days (for the board to 
make a decision following the closing of 
the public hearing) has expired you can 
do an Article 78 (proceeding).”

McCrossan said Compass Westchester 
was weighing its legal options but claimed 
the town may have opened itself up to “an 
expensive lawsuit in federal court.”

“It’s our preference not to further liti-
gate,” McCrossan said. “There has been 
a lot of misinformation and mischarac-
terizations. We still would prefer to have 
some sort of positive acceptance.”

On Valentine’s Day, Bring a Gift of the 
Red Barn Bakery’s Delicious Freshly 

Baked Treats to Your Sweetheart
Offerings: 100% ORGANIC, 

Non-GMO
Heart-shaped French macarons 

(made by hand from scratch)
Chocolate covered strawberries 

Chocolate cheese cake 
Flourless chocolate cake – heart 
shaped with fresh raspberries

Decorated heart-shaped 
sugar cookies

Organic cookies, pies, tarts, 
scones, muffi ns, biscotti and more

Gluten-free cakes and pies 
available on special order

The Red Barn 
Bakery’s baked goods 

are available at 
gourmet food stores 

and at the 
seasonal Farm 
Market of the 

Stone Barns Center 
for Food and 
Agriculture. 

4 South Astor Street • Irvington, NY 10533
914-231-7779

www.redbarn-bakery.com
Find us on Facebook: Red Barn Bakery, Irvington, NY

Open for breakfast 
and lunch on Tuesday 

through Sunday.
Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Across the street 
from the Irvington

Train Station

An Artisanal Bakery Offering Traditional, Gluten Free and Vegan Baked Goods.

31.72. 74 71 99

red barn bakery

Happy Valentine’s Day
Celebrate in one of Westchester’s most romantic settings

5 North Buckhout Street 
Irvington, NY 10533

www.ilsorriso.com

Call for reservations: 
914-591-2525

Three-Course  

Prix-Fixe Menu:  

$45 per person  

plus tax and tip

Complimentary glass of 

prosecco included

• Open for lunch and  dinner onTuesday through  Sunday• One block from theIrvington  Train Station

Sober Home Owners Moving Ahead with Plans
continued from page 1
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By Jerry Eimbinder

A comprehensive guide to places for 
dining in Westchester County on 
Valentine’s Day 2015 follows.   

Restaurants offering prix-fixe 
menus or special menus for celebrating on 
February 14 are covered in this article. In 
some cases, the Valentine’s Day dishes are 
also offered on February 13 and 15. At most 
restaurants, the regular menus or limited ver-
sions of it will also be available. Prices shown 
for prix-fixe menus do not include tax, tip or 
beverages except where otherwise noted.

Because Valentine’s Day falls on a Saturday 
this year, many restaurants are extending op-
erating hours such as opening for dinner at 
4 p.m. instead of 5 p.m. or closing later than 
usual. Ruth’s Chris will be open for lunch on 
Valentine’s Day — probably the first time in 
its history it has done this.   

Armonk
amore. Four-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$55 per person. Entrées: Osso buco, chicken 
scarpariello, wild boar tagliatelle, pesce del 
giorno, seafood cannelloni, and garganelli fungi

moderne Barn. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $90 per person. Wine pairing add 
$45. Entrées: Broiled filet mignon, ricotta 
gnocchi mushroom medley, seafood risotto 
with mussels, clams, shrimp, and calamari. 
Chocolate covered strawberries.

Bedford
campagna. Wine-paired dinner. Ladies 

receive a flower and take home a box of choc-
olate bon bons.

la crémaillère. Specials: Crawfish bisque, 
crabmeat salad with grilled shrimp, loin of 
lamb, and grilled lobster.

Briarcliff Manor
105-Ten. Three-course prix-fixe menu. 

Entrees: Oven roasted prime rib, baked 
salmon papillote, and grilled 1-1/4 pound 
lobster and escargot.

Chappaqua
crabtree’s Kittle house. Four-course, 

prix-fixe dinner, $85 per person. Wine 
pairing add $50. Entrées: Fillet of Florida red 
snapper and roast filet mignon of beef. $75 
per person on Friday and Sunday.

Croton-on-Hudson
Fino. Three-course, prix-fixe, dinner, 

$37.50 per person. Entrées: Chicken mar-
tini, salmone dijon, veal chop valdostana, red 
snapper, heart-shaped ravioli, shell steak, lin-
guine with clam sauce. Coffee included.

Dobbs Ferry
cedar Street Grill. Special romantic 

cocktails and Valentine Day’s Singles Night 
beginning at 10 p.m.

half moon. Three-course, prix-fixe 
dinner, $65 per person. Entrées: crab stuffed 
sole, yellow fin tuna, Scottish salmon a 
la pancha, surf & turf, stir fry, roasted 
duck, Guajillo rub semi-boneless chicken, 
36-ounce steak for two, and lobster ravioli.

Elmsford
rini’s. Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$38.95 per person. Limited a la carte menu 
available. Entertainment at 7:30 p.m. Tony 
J Jazz Masters Trio with vocalist Louis 

Vanaria. No cover charge.

Granite Springs
Traditions 118. Seafood tower for 

two with oysters, clams, lobster, shrimp, 
crab. Red velvet crepe with ice cream and 
homemade canolli filling. Complimentary 
glass of prosecco. Same dishes served at 
their sister restaurant — The Rose Room in 
Mount Kisco.

Irvington
 chutney masala. Three-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $49.95 per person. Entrées: Saag pan-
eer, baigan bharta, chicken tikka masala,lamb 
vindallo, tandoori salmon, goan shrimp cur-
ry, and crab moille. Free glass of sparkling or 
house wine.  

il Sorriso. Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 
$45 per person. Glass of prosecco included. 
At least five entrées will be offered including 
filet mignon and lobster tail.

red Barn Bakery. Treats, 100-percent or-
ganic and non-GMO (genetically modified 
organism), for purchase at the counter. Choc-
olate covered strawberries, heart-decorated 
cookies, chocolate cheese cake, chiffon cake, 
macaroons, and flourless chocolate cake. 
Breakfast-in-bed packages can be customized 
with scones, muffins, or other baked goods. 
Gluten-free and vegan baked goods, in wide 
varieties, are available.

red hat on the river. Three-course, prix-
fixe dinner, $75 per person. Includes hors 
d’oeuvres. Entrées: Fish stew, sautéed Block 
Island fluke, grilled Scottish salmon, French-
cut chicken breast, duck and cherry, short rib 
bourguignon, and grilled prime aged steak. 
Coffee, tea, espresso or cappuccino included. 
Dessert: Five assorted sweets.

Katonah
la Fontane. Three-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $70 per couple. Entrées: Crab ravioli, 
grilled petite veal, roasted Norwegian 
salmon, lemon linguini with clams and 
artichoke, pork shank and pappardelle and 
risotto pescatore.

Larchmont
Plates. Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 

$65 to $85 per person depending on seating 
time. Glass of prosecco. Entrées: Pastrami 
short ribs, prime rib, spinach noodles, 
striped bass, smoked BBQ ribs and duck 
ravioli. Complimentary strawberries dipped 
in molten chocolate and complimentary 
petit fours (brownie bites and sweet squares).

Mount Kisco
cafe of love. Specials: Venison flavored 

with chocolate grape gastrique, duck 
ravioli, citrus branzino papillote cooked in 
parchment. Complimentary “Passionate 
Kiss” cocktail and complimentary parsnip 
and pear soup amuse with caviar come with 
dinner. Winter menu available. 

  The Rose Room. Seafood tower for two with 
oysters, clams, lobster, shrimp, crab. Red velvet 
crepe with ice cream and homemade cannoli 
filling. Complimentary glass of prosecco.

Ossining
Travelers rest. Three-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $125 per couple. Entrées: Stuffed 
salmon, half chicken, sliced filet mignon, 
Porterhouse steak, black angus steak, New 

Zealand rack of lamb, 8-ounce lobster tail, 
and stuffed shrimp Wellington. Dessert: 
Chocolate covered strawberries.

Scarsdale
california Pizza Kitchen. Special offer 

for two people: one appetizer, two entrées 
and a dessert for $32. Entrées: BBQ chicken 
chopped salad, pizzas including mushroom 
pepperoni sausage pie and pastas including 
garlic cream fettuccine with chicken.

Fig & olive. Three-course, prix-fixe dinner, 
$65 per person. Wine pairing, add $26. Ladies 
will receive a rose at the end of their meal. En-
trées: Truffle risotto, Chilean sea bass, filet mi-
gnon, and roasted rack of lamb. Limited a la 
carte menu also available. Roses for the ladies.

Tarrytown
cellar 49. Wine-paired, prix-fixe dinner/

accommodations package, $359-$369 per 
couple with lobster risotto, filet mignon with 
chocolate port wine reduction, paired wines 
and beers with each course. Includes one 
overnight accommodation and Biddle Man-
sion American breakfast for two.

cooper’s mill. Entrées: Skuna Bay salmon, 
striped bass, French-cut chicken breast, filet 
mignon, and rack of lamb. Complimentary 
glass of prosecco.

Equus. Five-course, prix-fixe tasting 
menu, $135 per person. Wine pairing, add 
$50. Entrées: Grilled Washugyu sirloin jus de 
braisage or quail and Hudson Valley foie gras.

rivermarket Bar and Kitchen. Four-
course tasting menu for two, $75. Featuring 

dishes prepared with products raised and 
grown in the Hudson Valley.

ruth’s chris. Three-course dinner, $43.95 
per person. Entrées: scallops, six-ounce filet 
and shrimp, stuffed chicken breast, and salm-
on. Side dish included. Roses for the ladies 
and take-home bag of chocolates on Saturday. 
Godiva chocolate martini (a Godiva chocolate 
is in this drink) priced at $14, Saturday only.

Tarry Tavern. Three-course, prix-fixe din-
ner, $55 per person. Roasted red beet salad 
and braised pork cheeks. Red roses, chocolate 
truffles and chocolate dipped strawberries.   

White Plains
  42 The restaurant. Six-course, prix-fixe 

dinner, $300 per couple. Entrées: Halibut or 
filet mignon. Includes a bottle of sparkling 
wine or wine and “Romeo & Juliet” (man-
chego cheese and quince fruit).

melting Pot. Five-course, prix-fixe dinner, 
$74.95 per person. Entrées: Bourguignonne, 
cog au vin, mojo, and seasoned court bouil-
lon. Dessert: chocolate fondue.

Sapori.  Roses for the ladies. Otherwise, 
will serve its regular menu. 

Yorktown Heights
Don Tommaso’s. Guests will receive a com-

plimentary glass of prosecco with their entrees.
Thyme Steak & Seafood. Three-course, 

prix-fixe dinner, $90 per person. Compli-
mentary glass of champagne and chocolate 
rose. Entrées: Murray’s chicken breast, Berk-
shire double cut pork chop, stuffed sole, salm-
on, ribeye, and cod.

The Restaurant Examiner’s Guide to Valentine Day’s Dining
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:Terrain3204/17347 and Acadia 7164/23379 . Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 2/28/15.

*Includes $7,250 stand alone rebate

Advertorial

ROYAL HANNEFORD CIRCUS CELEBRATES 40th ANNIVERSARY  
APPEARING AT THE WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER 

The Countdown is on – It’s less 
than 40 days to the 40th Anni-
versary Royal Hanneford Circus 
spectacular at The Westchester 
County Center in White Plains.

Circus stars familiar and new 
are on the bill and ready to en-
tertain the thousands of families 
expected to attend one of the 
nine performances over the 3 day 
President’s Day Weekend, Feb-
ruary 14- 15- 16. Performance 

times are 10AM – 2PM and 6PM 
each day.

 The Royal Hanneford Cir-
cus is a family tradition at The 
Westchester County Center pro-
viding a “traditional Circus” in 3 
Rings! High flyers, The Human 
Cannonball, The Magical Quick 
Change, Elephants, Tigers, Bears 
and Camels and everyone’s fa-
vorite Grandma….Grandma The 
Clown, are just a few of the Cir-

cus stars ready to entertain.
Tickets are on Sale at the 

Westchester County Box Office, 
from ticketmaster and ticketmas-
ter.com. All seats are reserved 
and affordable. Premium seats 
are $32. Regular reserved seats 
are $25. There is a discount for 
groups of 20 or more at select 
Shows. For information, call the 
Westchester County Center Box 
Office- (914) 995-4050 or visit 

countycenter.biz.
The Royal Hanneford Circus 

welcomes sponsors TD Bank, 
America’s most convenient bank 
and The Metro North Railroad, 
the way to go. The Westchester 
County Center is a short walk 
from the White Plains Train Sta-
tion. Go to MTA.info and click 
on Metro North Deals and Geta-
ways for ticket offer and travel  
information.
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acroSS
1 NY Cathedral or Yorktown 
school (goes
with 27 across)
6 Go off script
11 Bother
12 Buy off
13 Admirer
14 Corroded
15 Definitive statement
17 George Harrison’s “___ It a 
Pity”
18 Reason for overtime
19 Palindromic Bobbsey
21 Boot part
23 Order of corn
24 Superbowl promotions
25 Horned goddess
27 See 1 across
30 Time partner
31 Pelvic
35 Gives off fluff
36 Swamp
37 Religious composition
38 Buffett’s home town

DoWn
1 Actor Mineo
2 ‘Joyful Girl’ singer DiFranco
3 Writing fluid
4 Christmas carols
5 Autocrat
6 Help in crime
7 Stalemate
8 Understatement for effect
9 Large peninsula
10 Spree
16 Zeno, notably
17 Coffee choice
19 Incendiary fuel in 
“Apocalypse Now”
20 Slowly
22 Extreme cold weather 
specialist
26 Mideast faith
28 Liturgy
29 M.I.T part
32 Part of some portfolios
33 Hardwood tree
34 Dance, when doubled

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36

37 38

Across

1 NY Cathedral or Yorktown school (goes 
with 27 across)

6 Go off script

11 Bother

12 Buy off

13 Admirer

14 Corroded

15 Definitive statement

17 George Harrison's "___ It a Pity"

18 Reason for overtime

19 Palindromic Bobbsey

21 Boot part

23 Order of corn

24 Superbowl promotions

25 Horned goddess

27 See 1 across

30 Time partner

31 Pelvic

35 Gives off fluff

36 Swamp

37 Religious composition

38 Buffett's home town

Down

1 Actor Mineo

2 'Joyful Girl' singer DiFranco

3 Writing fluid

4 Christmas carols

5 Autocrat

6 Help in crime

7 Stalemate

8 Understatement for effect

9 Large peninsula

10 Spree

16 Zeno, notably

17 Coffee choice

19 Incendiary fuel in "Apocalypse Now"

20 Slowly

22 Extreme cold weather specialist

26 Mideast faith

28 Liturgy

29 M.I.T part

32 Part of some portfolios

33 Hardwood tree

34 Dance, when doubled

Crossword

See solution on page 25
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 021015

adoption
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at RichandRenee@hotmail.com or 315-
200-3559.

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CarEEr training
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

EmploymEnt
SEmI-REtIRING PLEASANtvILLE 
AttoRNEy NEEDS PARt tImE SEC-
REtARy.  Work at home position.  Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643. 

AvoN Career or pocket money you de-
cide Call Brandie (Ind Sls rep) 1-800-305-
3911 Or sign up online: www.startavon.
com Reference code:gsim For award win-
ning support

HElp WantEd
tHERE IS A CURRENtLy A FULL 
tImE PoSItIoN FoR AN ASSIS-
tANt SUPERINtENDENt at an apart-
ment senior housing complex in Pawl-
ing, NY. Candidates must have thorough 
knowledge and skills in plumbing, elec-
trical, carpentry, maintenance and other 
duties related to the upkeep of the facil-
ity. Candidate must also possess excellent 
customer service skills. Three to five years 
in handyman capacity required. Resumes 
can be sent to eterrigno@tlcn.org

HAIRStyLISt/BARBER WANtED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS yoUR BUILDING SHIFtED oR 
SEttLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HousE ClEaning sErviCEs
SLovAK WomAN WILL CLEAN 
yoUR HoUSE WItH SPECIAL At-
tENtIoN to DEtAIL. Will keep your 
house in mint condition. Experienced, 
reliable, trustworthy. References available.  
Reasonably priced. Call Dana (914) 629-
7202.

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANt PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
ABANDoNED FARm ABSoLUtE 
LAND SELL oFF! 4 acres - Views - 
$17,900 6 acres - Stream - $24,900 Just 
west of Cooperstown! State Land, ponds, 
apple trees, woods! EZ terms! 888-905-
8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

lEgal notiCE
NotICE oF SPECIAL mEEtING
moUNt PLEASANt CENtRAL 

SCHooL DIStRICt
NotICE IS HEREBy GIvEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District  (the “District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following propositions:

PRoPoSItIoN #1
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various District build-
ings and facilities, including infrastruc-
ture and site work improvements, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $34,920,000, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 
in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $34,920,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due?

PRoPoSItIoN #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct an addition to and 
reconstruct the auditorium and related 
music rooms, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for the 
purpose, at a maximum cost of $4,996,000, 
(2) expend such sum for such purpose, (3) 
levy the necessary tax therefore, to be lev-
ied and collected in annual installments 
in such years and in such amounts as may 
be determined by the Board of Education 
taking into account state aid; and (4) in 
anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
issue bonds and notes of the District at 
one time or from time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to exceed $4,996,000, 
and the levy of a tax to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?

PRoPoSItIoN #3
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct a new access road 
to the District campus and construct 

grass athletic fields, at a maximum cost 
of $2,685,000, (2) expend such sum for 
such purpose, (3) levy the necessary tax 
therefore, to be levied and collected in 
annual installments in such years and in 
such amounts as may be determined by 
the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $2,685,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? 
The vote upon such propositions shall be 
by machine or absentee ballot.  The hours 
during which the polls shall be kept open 
shall be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. pre-
vailing time or for as long thereafter as 
necessary to enable qualified voters who 
are in the polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast 
their ballots. Personal registration of vot-
ers is required, and no person shall vote 
whose name does not appear on the reg-
ister of the District.  If a voter has here-
tofore registered pursuant to Section 2014 
of the Education Law and has voted at an 
annual or special district meeting within 
the last four (4) calendar years, he or she 
is eligible to vote at this meeting.  If a vot-
er is registered and eligible to vote under 
Article 5 of the Election Law, he or she is 
also eligible to vote at this meeting.  All 
other persons who wish to vote must reg-
ister.  Any person may register to vote not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York.  The regis-
ter prepared by the Board of Registration 
shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York and will be open for inspec-
tion immediately upon its completion by 
any qualified voter of the District from 
during regular school hours on each of 
the five days prior to the vote, except for 
Sunday, March 22, 2015. Absentee bal-
lots may be applied for at the office of the 
District Clerk.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk at least seven days prior to the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, 
or on or prior to March 23, 2015, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally to the 
voter.  Absentee ballots must be received 
by the District Clerk not later than 5:00 
p.m. on March 24, 2015.  A list of all per-
sons to whom absentee ballots shall have 
been issued will be available in the office 
of the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls.
        DAtED:  FEBRUARy 4, 2015 
DIStRICt CLERK mtPLCSD  
BoARD oF EDUCAtIoN 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384

EcOnOmy
Fuel Oil          Propane

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 021015

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
 IS THURSDAYS AT 5PM FOR THE 

NEXT WEEKʼS PUBLICATION

LOTS & ACREAGE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! Awe-
some Mtn views, hardwoods, private bldg 
site, long rd frontage, utils! No liens or 
back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

MISCELLANEOUS
LOVE TO DECORATE? Want to be 
your own boss and control your sched-
ule and income? Turn your passion into a 

business. Call 914-761-6150 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MUSICAL MERCHANDISE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!

1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 

www.beach-cove.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quantities 
of a£ er 1970 Also buying toys, sports, mu-
sic and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-3551

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifi eds

@theexaminernews.com
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Tuesday, Feb. 10
Free medicare counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m. to 1 
pm. and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Field Library in Peekskill. No 
appointments are necessary for the free 
service. Meet with a trained counselor 
for information about Medicare Parts 
A, B and D, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help and 
EPIC .You can also call the Senior Benefits 
Information Center helpline with your 
questions at 914-231-3260 and a counselor 
will return your call within two business 
days. For a listing of all eight SBIC centers 
in Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Farmers’ market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://
www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Feb. 11
Bake Up love:  Down to Earth Markets 

is launching its 2015 Learning Center from 
7 to 9 p.m.  The first event is “Bake Up the 
Love” with Christiane Kirchgaessner of 
Christiane’s Backstube who is renowned 
for baking in the German and Austrian 
traditions. All of the Learning Center 
events will take place at Down to Earth 
Markets’ office at 173 Main St., third 
floor, in Ossining. Tickets are $15 per 
event or $40 for three events. Info: 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com. 

Breast cancer Support: A Young 
Women’s Breast Cancer Support Group: For 
women who have or had breast cancer at a 
young age meets on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. at the Yorktown offices 
of Support Connection, 40 Triangle Center, 
Suite 100. Advance registration is required 
for all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-

4290. For a complete calendar of groups at 
all locations, visit www.supportconnection.
org. For those unable to attend groups 
in-person, there are monthly Telephone 
Support Groups via toll-free teleconference, 
enabling women to participate regardless of 
their location and from the comfort of their 
homes. Call a few days ahead to learn how to 
participate. The Ovarian Cancer Telephone 
Group will take place today, at 8 pm.

Fitness Program: The POUNDTM 
Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fusing 
Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses is offered at 
Theatre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. 
Katonah. Drop in or weekly discount 
rates available. The program is being 
provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097.

Torah Studies course:  Chabad of 
Yorktown is conducting season two (12 
classes) of the Torah Studies course, that 
is running through March 25. Our lessons 
probe the depth of contemporary Torah 
thought. Classes are being conducted on 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Yorktown Community Nursery School, 
247 Veterans Rd (across the street from the 
running track and next door to the VFW).

Fee for the full season are $36 and 
includes the textbook. Each class is 
independent.

For more information or to register visit 
www.ChabadYorktown.com/TorahStudies, 
call 914-962-6600, or e-mail info@
ChabadYorktown.com.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Feb. 12
Temple Beth am Programs: Two 

programs are scheduled for this week at 
Temple Beth Am, 203 Church Pl., Yorktown. 
Wine with Weiner will be held on Feb. 12 at 
7:45 p.m. Come for an informal conversation 
with the Jewish community on the issues 
that affect our lives. With welcoming wine 
(or other beverages people bring), Rabbi 
Weiner facilitates a fascinating “laid-back” 
discussion while bringing us closer as 
a Jewish community.  Congregants and 
non-congregants alike are invited to take 
this journey with our Rabbi.  No previous 
knowledge is required and all backgrounds 
are welcome. For more information please 
call our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail 

him at rabbiw@optonline.net. A Welcoming 
Shabbat for Tots will be held on Feb. 13 at 
5:30 p.m. Filled with movement, music, and 
ruach (spirit), Rabbi Robbie and Rebbetzin 
Ellen help bring in the Shabbat with that 
special “Shabbat Spirit” followed by a 
Shabbat dinner. The only cost of the dinner 
is a Shabbat Shalom smile. To RSVP or for 
more information, please email Rebbetzin 
Ellen at RebbetzinEllen@gmail.com.

Somers library Exhibit: Danielle 
Rogers is displaying her abstract acrylic 
paintings at the Somers Library in February. 
Her work ranges from “en plein air” 
paintings to the abstract.  She has always 
been fascinated by the combination and the 
relationship of color.  As a self-taught artist, 
she has enriched her awareness in classes at 
the Putnam Arts Council and at Dutchess 
Community College. For viewing times for 
the exhibition, which is being held in the 
program room, call 914-232-5717.

Doucumentary/Discussion Series: The 
Ossining Documentary and Discussion 
Series continues with the film “Brothers 
of the Black List,” about how school 
administrators at SUNY Oneonta in 1992 
released a list of its black male students 
to police following an attempted off-
campus rape, at 6:30 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library’s Budarz Theater, 53 
Croton Ave Admission is free. Following 
the screening join the film’s director Sean 
Gallagher, Ossining High School’s Jillian 
McRae and Kirk Allen, a featured subject 
in the film, for a discussion. Info: www.
ossiningdocumentaries.com.

Friday, Feb. 13
Job hunting help: Free drop-in, hands-

on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Free Play Dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The program 
is intended for children between the ages 
of 16 and 36 months and their parents 
or caregivers. Children can play, do art 
and socialize all under the direction of an 
experienced early childhood teacher .Pre-
registration is suggested. Contact Jennifer 
at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at Jennifer@
rosenthaljcc.org.

Jewish center Services: A Shabbat 
dinner, followed by services, will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 
2966 Crompond Rd. The cost is $18 per 
person. To receive more information call 

914-245-2324.

Saturday, Feb. 14
artist’s reception: A reception for Karen 

Ireton’s “Hidden Yorktown” exhibit will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m. at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library, 1130 Main St., Shrub Oak. 
The exhibition is a collection of photographs 
of the often unseen or overlooked all around 
us in Yorktown. Info:  914-245-5262 Ext. 227 
or yorktownlibrary.org. 

love: “Love,” an exhibit about varying 
aspects of love in the 20th and 21st 
Centuries in paint, installation, video, and 
sculpture, is being held through Dec. 6 at the 
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art, 1701 Main. St., Peekskill. Artists 
include Alzamora, Barney, Bercea, 
Brenner, Brickley, Edmier, Feuerman, 
Gutheil, Hacker, Indiana, LeDray, Majic, 
Mapplethorpe, Neshat, Newsom, Otterson, 
Ozbolt, Pretzer, Ritterpusch, Ruckhäberle, 
Sadler, Tomasula, and Wathen Info: 914-
788-0100 or www.hvcca.org. HVCCA is 
also on Facebook. 

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and services 
for people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, announces a free program: “Yoga-A 
Path toward Wellness.” It is offered every 
Saturday from noon to 1:30 p.m., at Club 
Fit, 600 Bank Rd., Jefferson Valley. The 
program is open to women with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancer. To learn 
more or to pre-register, which is required, 
call Support Connection at 914-962-6402 
or 800-532-4290.

ossining Farmers market: Down to 
Earth Markets is holding the Ossining Winter 
Farmers Market at the Claremont Elementary 
School, on Van Cortlandt Avenue, off of N. 
Highland (Route 9). The market runs every 
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., though 
March. Visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com for 
vendor details, events, and other updates at 
Ossining’s Down to Earth Winter Farmers 
Market.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9, Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, Feb. 15
healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Somers/North Salem F Nick Caleri, who had a goal and an assist in the Sabers’ 6-3 loss to Carmel last Friday night, is chased by Ram F Tyler Spiridigliozza at the Brewster Ice Arena where the undermanned 
Sabers hung tough for two periods before Tyler Alfonzetti (5G, 1A) burned them... see Hockey Notebook

Nick 
at 

Nite!

S o m e r s / N o r t h  S a l e m  N o  M a t c h  f o r  C a r m e l 
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Ossining freshman Helen Ishmael is hounded in the paint by Peekskill junior Taylor Clare in the Pride’s 87-64 win over the visiting Red Devils last Friday afternoon when six Ossining seniors were honored on 
Senior Night in a ceremony befitting the two-time defending NYS Class AA champions... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook

Helen  
Hath Fury!
O s s i n i n g 
L o w e r s 
B o o m  o n 
P e e k s k i l l , 
8 7 - 6 4



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Besides clinching the League 
I-C title outright in its 49-43 
road win against second-place 
Putnam Valley last Friday night, 
Haldane High was busy serving 
Shoofly Pie to the Tigers as the 
Blue Devils swatted 16 would-
be shots, including six apiece by 
towering flyswatters Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garret Quigley.

State-ranked (No.12) Class 
C Haldane (14-4) would gladly 
serve the pie, but sharing the 
league title with their bordering 
rivals was not an option, and 
Haldane’s Peter Hoffmann 
pulled a huge and-1 three-
point play down the stretch to 
seal the deal. Hoffmann, the 
versatile swingman who also 
blocked four shots, finished 
with a game-high 23 points.

“We knew they were gunning 
for us after we beat them in 
a close game the first time,” 
Hoffman said, noting the Blue 
Devils’ 58-56 win on Jan. 25. 
“This was playoff atmosphere, 
and we did what we wanted to 

do; we locked up (Ryan) 
Basso, he’s a great player. 
We stayed straight and 
waited for them before we 
went for the block. We want 
the sectional championship 
now and even further.”

Putnam Valley senior G 
Ryan Basso led the Tigers 
with 15 points, but had just 
two at halftime as the Blue 
Devils dashed out to a 26-
15 lead heading into the 
third. After some halftime 
adjustments, PV got off the 
mat to deliver an 18-7 run 
and tied the score at 33-all 
going into the fourth. 

“We knew this was going 
to be a war out there,” said 
Basso, who is 21 points 
shy of 1,000 and hopes to 
get that in the Tigers’ first-
round matchup against 
No.12 Valhalla. Basso, 
despite a box-and-one and a 
variety of defenses designed 
to shut him down, was 
featured prominently and 
inched closer to becoming 
the first male in Put 
Valley history to reach the 
1,000-point plateau. “We 

just didn’t compete the way 
we needed to toward the 
end. We want to get back 
to County Center now and 
maybe give Woodlands all 
we can give them.”

Likewise, Fitzgerald says 
his Blue Devils are primed 
for the post season.

“It was all energy, I can’t 
believe it happened,” said 
Fitzgerald of the 16 blocks. 
“We didn’t think we’d be 
able to block that many 
shots. But I think we’re just 
getting started. We’re ready 
for playoffs now.”

Haldane’s defense lapsed 
in the third quarter but 
returned to form when it 
needed to win the Blue 
Devils their first league 
title outright in 14 years.

“Just an incredible 
atmosphere at Putnam 
Valley, and I’m so proud 
of our team for staying so 
poised,” Haldane coach Joe Virgadamo 
said. “This is the environment you want 
for every game, this gym was awesome 
tonight. Give it up for both sets of fans. 
That was a war against a great team with 
one of the best players in the section in 

Basso. We went on a run and then they 
came out and buried us in the third. But 
Peter Hoffman is a top 10 
player in the section and he 
gutted it out and got us that 
and-1 in the end. We did not 
want to share the league title 
with these guys, as much 
as we respect them. Ryan 
McCollum was on Basso the 
whole game and did a great 
job. I wouldn’t box-and-
one him if I didn’t respect 
him, and we respect him. I 
don’t like giving respect, to 
be honest with you, but we 
respect Basso, so hats off to 
him and I hope Putnam Valley 
does some serious damage in 
sectionals.”

Respect was mutual 
afterward, but the series 
was played with rivalry-like 
intensity; something that is 
good for both programs and 
Section 1 basketball.

“Offensively, some kids 
were pushing it too much,” 
PV boss Mike McDonnell 
said. “We just didn’t move the 
ball well. We didn’t execute 
well enough on the offense 

end and on the defensive end we fouled 
too much. That combination hurt us, 
despite our effort to get back in against a 
very good team.”

PANAS has really come on strong down 
the stretch, which is something we’ve been 
waiting all season to say about the reigning 
Section 1 Class A champions. Coach 
Sully’s Panthers (9-8) clinched the League 

Haldane Stands Tall in I-C League-Clinching Win over Put Valley
Panas Seals League I-B Crown, 3rd Title in Row; Somers Fails in Bid for I-D 
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Spirted Haldane Coach Joe Virgadamo fires up the Haldane 
faithful in win over PV.

Haldane’s Peter Hoffmann soars for two over PV’s Joey Spinola and 
the Tigers last Friday night in the Valley. 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Haldane players party hearty after securing league title with win 
over PV Friday night.

Put Valley’s Harrison Deegan soars for two in loss to Haldane.



I-B title outright and a share of their third 
straight league title in a 72-54 win over 
Beacon. The dynamic duo of Mike Evans 
(22 points and 10 rebounds) and Brandon 
Collins (15 points, five rebounds and five 
assists) have lit the spark for the Panthers, 
who won the title outright when rival 
Lakeland bombed Hen Hud, who lost its 
share of the league title in a 61-37 clunker.

“Brandon and Mike are two of the 
top guards in the section,” Panther boss 
Shawn Sullivan said. “Mike leads our 
team in rebounding, scoring and dunks 
(3 vs. Beacon alone). Brandon has done a 
terrific job handling the ball, shooting the 
3 and getting everyone involved. If they 
both play well in February we are going to 
surprise a lot of people.”

SOMERS blew its shot at the league. The 
Tuskers had a share of the League I-D title 
in their grasp and let go of it when they 
crashed and burned at Horace Greeley 
Friday in a 46-45 loss to the Quakers.

“Straight up man we couldn’t hit a shot,” 
Somers hotshot Ryan Grossman said. 
“Believe me, were (ticked off), expect to 
see a new team come playoff time cause 
were not joking around anymore.”

Here’s a look at a Section 1 tournament, 
projection-inspired poll that means 
diddly-squat. (As of press time Monday 
7:00 p.m. the official seeds were still not 
determined)  
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s Class 
A Tuskers (15-3), ranked No.21 in NYS, 

are staring down the 
barrel of a potential 
dream matchup with 
No.15 Panas, which 
would be a dreamy 
playdate between @
Tusker_Nation vs. @
PanasSports. While 
defending sectional 
champion Panas does 
possess serious upset 
potential, the Tuskers 
are just too deep for 
them and should beat 
them on the boards.

No.2 YORKTOWN 
– Coach Downes’ 
Class A Huskers (11-
7) are looking at a road 
game as a No.9 seed 
against No.8 Sleepy 
Hollow should they 
win their outbracket 
against No.24 Gorton. 
Put Valley went down 
to Sleepy and won, so 
we suspect the Mason 
Dyslin’s Huskers can 
take care of business 
and reach the quarters 
where they would 
need to bring their 
A-game to No.1 
Spring Valley, which 
means the County 

Center might be a pipe dream.
No.3 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 

defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (14-4) are a matchup 
nightmare for anybody in the Class C 
field, so we suspect the top-seeded Blue 
Devils will win back-to-back sectional 
titles for the first time ever and represent 
at states. In fact, I’m booking a room in 
Glens Falls this week just in case.

No.4 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (12-6) are 
looking at a No.5 seed and a potential 
matchup with No.12 Valhalla, and they 
are going to need their juniors to give a 
lot more than they did against Haldane 
if the Tigers are going to get back to 
County Center for an unprecedented 
third-straight year, but the road will run 
through Woodlands in the semis should 
they be so lucky to survive Valhalla and 
No.4 Blind Brook.

No.5 PANAS – Coach Sully’s reigning 
Section 1 Class A champion Panthers (10-
8) will see No. 18 Yonkers at No. 15 Panas 
in the opening round before a potential 
hookup with No.2 Somers. The Panthers 
may have a slight backcourt edge in Evans 
and Collins, but Somers has the frontcourt 
locked down and that’s where the game 
would be won.

HM CROTON – Coach Thom’s Class B 
Tigers (12-6) blew a chance for the League 
III-A title and now enter the tournament 
as No.7 seed against No.10 Dobbs Ferry. A 

win there and they’ll see No.2 Briarcliff in 
a Round 3 matchup (they split) both clubs 
want badly to decide who gets to County 
Center.

HM HEN HUD – Coach Hirsch’s Class 
A Sailors (12-6) drew the 11-seed and 
would do well to win their outbracket 
game against either Peekskill or Brewster.

HM LAKELAND – 
Coach Weltman’s Class A 
16th-seeded Hornets (9-
9) are a vexing bunch who 
will host No.17 Nyack in an 
effort to crack the 16-team 
field. In doing so, the athletic 
Hornets would see No.1 
Spring Valley in the opening 
round, which would then 
likely become the swan 
song game in the career of 
Coach Weltman, who gave 
Lakeland everything he had 
for two decades. Veteran 
and longtime girls Coach 
Steve Fallo will take over 
next year.

HM MAHOPAC – 
Coach Harter Class AA 
14th-seeded Indians (6-12) 
pose as potentially serious 
bracket-busters as they 
take on No.3 Saunders in 
the opening round of the 
tournament, should they 
win their outbracket against 
White Plains. Kind of 
pulling for this unit to rise 
from within and show the 

section just how mentally 
tough kids from Mahopac 
are, but Saunders’ style will 
be tough for them.

HM BREWSTER – 
Coach Nelly’s Class A Bears 
(6-12) have some upset 
potential based on superb 
coaching and having played 
a tough I-D schedule, so 
don’t be surprised to see 
them crack field of 16 and 
bust up a bracket.

HM CARMEL –Coach 
Venditto’s Class AA Rams 
(5-13) drew the No.16 
seed and would see No.1 
Arlington for a third time 
this season should the win 
their outbracket against 
either RCK or Clarkstown 
North. The undefeated 
Admirals are going to be a 
nightmare in that gym of 
theirs with half the town in 
attendance.

HM PEEKSKILL – 
Coach Turner’s Class A 
Red Devils (6-12) might 
see Hen Hud in their 
outbracket game, which 
would give them a halfway 
decent shot at cracking the 

field of 16 where they might see either 
Lourdes or Eastchester. 

LOCAL ALL-SECTION HONOREES 
– Ryan Basso, Put Valley; Mason Dyslin, 
Yorktown; Mike Evans, Panas; Matt 
Maloney, Somers; Peter Hoffmann, 
Haldane; Teejay Searight, Croton.
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Lakeland G Mike Morelli and the low-seeded Hornets may be traveling to 
top-seeded Spring Valley.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Somers G Matt Maloney and the No.2 seeded Tuskers may be 
hosting No.15 Panas if  they take care of  outbracket business.

Put Valley’s Zack Nolan takes a run at Haldane’s Edmond Fitzgerald 
and Garrett Quigley in Blue Devils’ win over Tigers last Friday. 



By Tony Pinciaro
Ossining is right where it wants to be 

going into the Section 1 Class AA Girls 
Basketball Championship as the Pride 
look to defend its 2014 title.

The state-ranked (No.1) Pride closed 
out the regular season with victories over 
Hen Hud, Beacon and Peekskill, extending 
its winning streak to 13. Ossining reached 
the century mark for the first time this 
season in the Beacon game.

Ossining enters the Section 1 
tournament with a 16-2 record and more 
than likely assured itself the No. 1 seed.

“I think we’re in a pretty good position, 
being the returning state champs,” senior 
and point guard Stefanie Svoboda said. 
“We hope to get back there but we are 
going to take it one game at a time because 
you never know, anybody could beat us.”

Ossining punctuated the regular season 
with the victory, 87-64, over a quality 
Peekskill team. It was also Senior Day 
as the six 12th-graders were honored 
before the game. Peekskill will be one 
of the favorites going into the Class A 
Championship.

“That game will help get us ready for 
sectionals,” said Svoboda, who will attend 
Pace University in Pleasantville next fall 
and play basketball. “Peekskill played us 
really tough this game.”

Ossining’s six seniors all contributed 
to the win, accounting for 83 of the 87 
points. Jalay Knowles had 21 points and 15 
rebounds, Jenna Lividini added 16 points 
and six boards and Cyan Scarduzio netted 
eight points. Classmates Abby Squirrell 
grabbed 12 rebounds and had four assists, 
Madison Strippoli chipped in with four 
points and four rebounds and Svoboda 
had 11 assists and four caroms.

Along with being the defending state 
champs, Ossining features something 

that not many, if any, teams have – quality 
depth. Coach Dan Ricci can call on anyone 
on his bench to go in and contribute.

“We feel that we have a lot of depth, just 
like we did last year,” Svoboda said. “Last 
year, we had a different player come off the 
bench, score and have big games. It’s the 
same thing this year.”

And when the starters take a breather, 
opponents can still expect Ossining to 
rev up the pace. Playing at high throttle is 
something that Svoboda said the team has 
been doing with consistency During this 
13-game winning streak, the pace is quick 
and Svoboda said the team is doing a great 
job with ball movement.

Svoboda said the team, especially 
the seniors, is looking forward to this 
postseason. The seniors realize that their 
high school basketball careers could end 
abruptly with one game, but they are 
determined to make their final game a win 
at Hudson Community College, site of the 
New York State Girls Basketball final four.

CARMEL played extra basketball, but 
just came up shy in a 71-66 overtime loss 
to John Jay-East Fishkill to open its week. 
Hannah Aull poured in a career-high 
22 points and Maddie Riddle added 15 
points.

The Rams bounced back the following 
day with a 59-50 victory over R.C. 
Ketcham, led by Alexis Wright’s 16 points 
and 13 points apiece from Kelly Oliver and 
Hana Riddle.

Our Lady of Lourdes handed Carmel a 
loss to close the week.

“The team had come out of our shooting 
slump in the early games this week, but 
could not sustain it against the strong 
defense of Lourdes,” Carmel coach Dan 
O’Hare said.

MAHOPAC has its collective site 

on a return trip to the 
Westchester County Center, 
home of the Section 1 
Girls and Boys Basketball 
Championship final four. 
The Indians were the Class 
AA runnerup in 2014.

Mahopac enters 
sectionals with an 11-7 
record after going 2-2 in 
the final week of the regular 
season. Mahopac did play 
four games in four days.

Arlington was not kind 
to Mahopac, handing the 
Indians a 62-56 setback, 
despite 21 points by Alayne 
Felix. The following day, 
Mahopac crushed John Jay-
East Fishkill, 56-26 as Felix 
finished with a game-high 
20 points.

Our Lady of Lourdes 
got the best of Mahopac, 51-40, but the 
Indians shook off the loss, returned to the 
court Friday and pounded R.C. Ketcham, 
69-52. Felix finished with a game- and 
season-high 29 points.

“We played well enough to win the 
Arlington game, but we just weren’t able 
to make some shots down the stretch,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. “It 
was an all-around good team win against 
John Jay. We played well both offensively 
and defensively.

“I was pleased with our overall play and 
hustle against Lourdes, we just had a few 
hiccups, and a tough day shooting the 
ball.”

Scozzafava and his team knows that a 
return trip to the Class AA final will most 
likely result in a meeting with Ossining, 
the 2014 state champs.

“No matter what, you still have to go 
through Ossining to win the section and 
that is not an easy assignment,” he said.

Coach Ken Sherman and is his HEN 
HUD girls closed out a grueling regular 
season with a 7-11 record. However, don’t 
let the record fool you for as Sherman 
noted, Hen Hud’s league included 
Ossining, Peekskill and Beacon.

“What you have here is the Double AA 
State Champs, Section 1 Class A Champs 
and the Section 1 Class A Finalist,” said 
Sherman of Ossining, Peekskill and 
Beacon, respectively. Playing them Beacon 
twice a year is no easy task.”

Hen Hud had four games crammed 
into the final week of the regular season. 
Ossining, Peekskill and Lakeland defeated 
Hen Hud, but the Sailors closed out with a 
win over Croton on Senior Night.

“We did not play well in the first half 
against Ossining, but I was actually very 

pleased with the way we played in the 
second half,” Sherman said. “We played 
Peekskill, at Peekskill, the very next night 
and played maybe our best basketball 
game of the seasoning. The score did not 
indicate how well we played, after we lost 
to them by 34 the first time we played 
them.

“We played our most consistent 
basketball game of the year and did an 
excellent job on the boards, which has 
been a problem for us all season.   We 
actually had a two-point lead with 5:32 
remaining in the game and Lanay Rodney 
took over for the Red Devils from there.   
Scoring 16 points of her 21 in the fourth 
quarter.”

Seniors Amy Glashoff and Amber 
Feminella led Hen Hud with 11 points 
apiece and Jackie Raguso came off the 
bench to snare 10 rebounds.

Glashoff and Feminella each had 12 
points in the 52-47 setback to Lakeland.

Glashoff and Feminella pumped in 
19 points apiece in a 57-40 victory over 
Croton.

Sherman felt that following the first 
go-around through the league, his team 
played much better in the second half of 
the season.

“The reason we are playing some better 
basketball this second half of the season 
has been the work of some of my players 
coming off the bench, and contributing, 
especially on the boards, which we did 
not get earlier on in league play,” Sherman 
said.

Even though his team is below .500, 
Sherman is confident Hen Hud will 
receive a sectional berth. Playing Hen 
Hud’s league schedule will have the Sailors 
prepared.

Girls Hoops Notebook
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Class AA Ossining Sweeps Peekskill, Preps for Title Run
Red Devils Poised to Damage in Class A
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Ossining’s Madison Strippoli goes up for two against defense of  
Peekskill Lisana Burnett in Pride’s 87-64 win over Peekskill. 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Ossining’s Shadeen Samuels drops two of  her 
game-high 33 points in Pride’s 87-64 win over 

Ossining’s Jalay Knowles takes on Peekskill’s 
Taylor Clare.
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Carmel Gets Better of Mahopac in 4-3 Win, 3-3 Tie
Yorktown Junior Donnelly Sets School Scoring Record, 107 Points
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

When John Dignam gave Mahopac a 
3-2 lead with 4:55 to play in the second 
period, the Indians were hoping their 
defense could buckle down and preserve 

a win over rival Carmel last Friday night 
at the BIA, but Carmel sniper Tyler 
Alfonzetti scored in the blink of an eye 
and made it a 3-3 tie just 10 seconds later. 
Nobody scored again and the two rivals 
left the arena feeling as if they’d just kissed 
their sister #NobodyLikesTies. Carmel’s 
Mike Gamby hit the pipes late in the third 
but nobody could tickle twine.

“Wish I could’ve had the shot that hit 
the post back,” said Gamby, who scored 
twice. “But Tommy (Gilmore) played 
really well for Mahopac, especially in third 
period and overtime where I thought we 
dominated for the most part.”

Mahopac F Rob Buckley opened the 
scoring for Mahopac (8-7-2), only to see 

Carmel captain Gamby score the next two. 
Mahopac F Matt Stefunek tied the score at 
2-all before the end of the first period. 

Mahopac G Tommy Gilmore (37 
saves) was on top of his game and kept 
the Indians from suffering a second loss 
in three days to Carmel, which worked 
a 4-3 win last Wednesday when JV call-
up Alphonse Sicignano slapped home 

the game-winning goal for Rams with 
1:50 left. Matt Stefunek 
scored off a feed from 
Matt DeRosa to tie at 
3-3 with 4:30 left to play.

“I expected nothing 
less from a Mahopac/
Carmel game, always 
down to the wire,” 
Buckley said. “It’s 
unfortunate it ended in 
a tie but without Tommy 
Gilmore in net it could 
have ended a lot earlier. 
He made multiple 
key saves to save the 
game. A couple lucky 
or unlucky bounces of 
the puck and the game 

could have gone either way. That’s 
how Mahopac/Carmel games have 
always been.”

The two-game series left the 
Rams pretty confident.

“We know we can hang with the 
top teams in the section, even the 
state,” Gamby said. “We only lost 
to Beekmantown, 2-0, a couple 
weekends again and that team is 
a top ranked team in the state. To 
make some noise in the playoffs it 
has to be a team effort. Everyone 
has to know and do their jobs for 
us to make a run.”…

YORKTOWN crushed 
Lakeland/Panas, 7-0, Sunday as 
Husker F Liam Donnelly, just a 
junior, became the all-time points 
leader (107) in Husker history on 
senior night.

“It’s an absolute honor to 
represent Yorktown and become the all-
time leader in points,” Donnelly said after 
he, Frank Gavigan and Shaun Benson 
each scored a pair of goals against the 
winless Rebels. “I’m very thankful to be 
with this team and an accomplishment 
like this is credited to the team and players 
past who have helped me achieve this. 
This is more a team accomplishment then 

an individual one.”
The Huskers hope the strong finish is a 

portent of things to come.
“We’re all really hyped up,” Donnelly 

said. “We’re starting to get hot at the right 
time and we are confident we can make a 
run.”

HEN HUD took out John Jay-CR, 3-2, 
on goals by Brett Hanson, Tyler Schunk, 
and Anthony Percacciolo.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

Ice Hockey Notebook

Brewster’s Cuomo on Freakish 
Pace Toward School Record

Wrestling Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Brewster’s Grant Cuomo is chalking up 
wins on the wrestling mats at a ridiculous 
pace, the kind of pace that will one day 
leave all other Brewster wrestlers in the 
dust. After the freshman chalked up his 
100th win last Saturday while winning 
a divisional title at Sleepy Hollow, he 
is freakishly ahead of the pace for the 
Brewster record for career wins (169 by 
both Mike Parise and Liam Erickson) and 
perhaps on pace to become Section 1’s all-
time winningest grappler.

“Grant has been wrestling his whole 
life,” Bear Coach Tom Looby said. “He 
is extremely passionate about the sport 
and enters every match with the same 
intensity and quiet confidence. Grant is 
tenacious, has the right mind set, and is 
able to remain calm and wrestle smart at 
all times.”

Bears Joe Petrogallo and Joe Petrogallo 
also recorded his 100th win as Brewster 
advanced 12 wrestlers to the Sectionals, 

including champions Cuomo, Tom Kozal 
and Nick McGill.

“That’s the most ever for us,” Coach 
Looby said of the dozen who will compete 
at sectionals. 

Brewster freshman Grant Cuomo.

Carmel’s Mike Gamby scored twice in 3-3 with 
John Dignam and the Mahopac Indians.

Mahopac and Carmel captains gather before the start of  3-3 tie last 
Friday at BIA.

Mahopac’s Joseph Geary throws a hip into 
Carmel’s Tyler Alfonzetti in Friday’s 3-3 tie at 
BIA.

Mahopac’s Matthew Stefunek steps up to challenge Carmel’s 
Tyler Alfonzetti in Friday 3-3 tie at BIA.

Yorktown junior F Liam Donnelly notched his 
107th point in 7-0 win over L-P to become the 
program’s all-time leading scorer.



February 10 -February 16, 201532 The Northern Westchester Examiner

Behind the season-long efforts of  League I-B MVP Mike Evans, Walter Panas High copped a share of  its third-straight league title last Friday when the Panthers knocked off  Beacon, 72-54, and Lakeland tripped 
up 2nd-place Hen Hud, 61-37, giving the Panthers sole possession of  the league crown... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths�D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Be Like Mike!
Evans MVP, 

Panas 
Takes 3rd-

Straight 
League


