
Covering Yorktown, Somers, Cortlandt, Croton-on-Hudson, Buchanan, Ossining and Peekskill 

   December 8 - December 14,  2015       SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                               Volume 7, Issue 312

FREE See Sports

TheNORTHERN WESTCHESTER
Peekskill Opens Strong 
in Win over Mahopac...

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

By Rick Pezzullo
Jared Heller, a Somers High 

School freshman, knows all too 
well about living with arthritis.

Heller, 14, was diagnosed 
with juvenile idiopathic arthritis 
when he was three years old. He 
took oral medications for three 
years, but when they proved to 
be ineffective, he was forced to 
receive weekly injections, which 
he still receives today.

Nationwide, more than 50 
million adults and 300,000 chil-
dren suffer from arthritis, and 
Heller is determined to spread 
the word about the leading cause 
of disability. Two years ago, 

he learned about the Arthritis 
Foundation and the programs 
they offer to families. He and his 
family participated in the 2013 
Jingle Ball Run/Walk for Arthri-
tis at Purchase College.

Last year, for his Bar Mitzvah 
project, Heller raised enough 
money for six kids to attend 
Camp JRA, one of the Arthritis 
Foundation’s summer camps for 
children with juvenile arthritis.

For his efforts, Heller was 
named the 2015 Jingle Bell Run 
Youth Honoree for the annual 
run/walk which will take place 
on Saturday, December 12 at 10 
a.m. at Purchase College.

“My purpose is to raise 
awareness that arthritis doesn’t 
only affect adults. Kids get ar-
thritis, too,” he stated.

Fifty-one people have joined 
with Heller be part of his team, 
Jared’s Jinglers, which has already 
exceeded its goal of $10,000 by 
raising $10,281 to date. Overall, 
more than $123,000 has been 
pledged for the run/walk.

Anyone who plans on attend-
ing the event is asked to wear a 
holiday themed costume and tie 
jingle bells to their shoelaces. To 
make a donation to Jared’s Jin-
glers or for more information, 
visit www.arthritis.org/new-york.

Somers High Freshman Helps Raise Awareness for Arthritis

Jared Heller (second to right) with his parents and siblings.

PHoto by MicHael Giuliano

An Electric Evening in Yorktown
the yorktown High School Marching band was part of the festivities at the 4th annual Holiday 
electric lights Parade in downtown yorktown Saturday. For more photos, see page 9.

By Rick Pezzullo
The Democratic majority on the Peek-

skill Common Council approved a 2016 
city budget on December 1 with a 3.6% 
tax increase, less than three hours before 
the state deadline.

It took three tries for the council to 
pass the $37.2 million spending plan 
after it voted last Monday to exceed the 
state imposed tax levy cap of .74%. How-
ever, Mayor Frank Catalina and Repub-
lican councilmen Vincent Vesce and Joe 
Torres did not participate in the final 
budget vote last Tuesday after an emer-
gency meeting was called by Deputy 
Mayor Drew Claxton after 5 p.m.

The special meeting became neces-
sary after the city’s Deputy Corporation 
Counsel Melissa Ferraro discovered the 

previous night’s vote was deficient based 
on an improper motion made by Coun-
cilman Darren Rigger.

Notice of the emergency meeting was 
posted at approximately 7 p.m. by Fer-
raro on Facebook, a procedure Catalina 
claimed was not in compliance with the 
City Charter.

“Neither I nor councilmen Torres or 
Vesce were contacted by any two other 
council members, in writing, by phone 
nor in person, so the provisions of the 
City Charter and Code have not been 
complied with,” Catalina stated in the 
City Hall chambers last Tuesday from 
the audience microphone before walking 
out.

11th Hour 2016 Peekskill 
Budget Raises Taxes 3.6%

Continued on page 2
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“I do not deem Facebook as an official 
means of notification of the public of 
important business of this city,” he said. 
“In discussing this matter with the city’s 
corporation counsel, there is no ques-
tion the requirements of the Charter and 
City Code have not been complied with, 
thereby making this meeting lawful, 
valid and binding. I have concluded that 
this meeting has not been called pursu-
ant to the statutory authority contained 
in the Charter and constitutes an illegal 
meeting of the Common Council.”

Nonetheless, Claxton, Rigger and 
council members Vivian McKenzie and 
Kathy Talbot continued with the meeting 
and approved a budget that will cost the 
average single-family homeowner in the 
city about $77 more in taxes next year.

If the vote did not occur, City Manager 
Richard Leins’ tentative budget that car-
ried a 5.9% tax increase would have gone 
into effect by default, which would have 
cost residents another $50 next year.

“It’s a balanced budget,” Leins said 
later in the week. “It’s not the end of the 
process. It’s definitely a step in the right 
direction.”

Leins said the council was able to slash 
the tax increase by not funding a laborer 
he had proposed for the waterfront and 

making some “adjustments” in some rev-
enue and expense lines.

The council did go along with Leins’ 
recommendation to pay its current out-
standing balance of $4,278,000 to the 
New York State Pension system, instead 
of only its deferred obligation of $360,000 
under a previously agreed upon repay-

ment schedule.
Last Monday, in a 5-2 vote, the coun-

cil voted to exceed the tax cap, with only 
McKenzie and Talbot opposing. The next 
vote on the budget, with a 3.59% tax in-
crease, then failed 5-2, with only Claxton 
and Rigger supporting it.

Vesce contended with only a 3.59% 

tax hike Peekskill would be starting off 
with a $1.2 million deficit in 2016, which 
would likely lead to a double-digit tax in-
crease in 2017.

“You will put the city in fiscal stress,” 
Vesce said. “The budget is not fiscally 
sound.”

Catalina argued by the vote on the 
budget failing, the city automatically 
would operate next year under Leins’ pro-
posed budget, which Vesce said would 
only start the city with a $500,000 deficit.

Instead, Rigger made a motion to re-
consider the previously defeated vote, 
and this time it passed 5-2, with only 
Catalina and Vesce voting no. But, since 
Rigger had voted to support the budget 
in the earlier vote, he was not permitted 
to make the motion for another vote, a 
situation that forced the council to re-
turn the next night.

“The way you have conducted this 
meeting is totally outrageous,” Catalina 
told Claxton.

“You’re playing politics Mr. Mayor,” 
Claxton replied.

McKenzie defended the Democratic 
majority’s actions, saying, “This was 
done to protect our taxpayers to make 
sure we had a budget in place. I stand by 
this budget as being the best for the City 
of Peekskill.”

Mayor Frank catalina shared a moment with cardinal timothy Dolan during a mass Saturday at St. 
Joseph’s in Peekskill celebrating the Franciscan Sister’s 150th anniversary.   

11th Hour 2016 Peekskill Budget Raises Taxes 3.6%
continued from page 1
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Lunch Special: 3 Items for $12.95

Let’s Do 
Lunch!

Yorktown Grille
(Formerly Finnegan’s)

347 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY
(Next to Kmart)

914-352-6300

We are now open for Lunch
Tuesday thru Sunday

and Dinner all 7 Nights!
LUNCH SPECIAL:
3 Items for $12.95

Choose a cup of  our Soup of  the Day or 
Traditional French Onion Soup

Choice of  Classic Caesar or Fresh Garden Salad 
and Half  a Sandwich

(Ask your Server for Your Choice of Sandwiches)

Let’s Do 

By Rick Pezzullo
Seven months ago, the Town of 

Yorktown reached an agreement with 
Spectra Energy and Algonquin Gas 
Transmission, LLC for the controver-
sial expansion of the gas transmission 
pipeline project.

In a 3-2 vote, the Yorktown Town 
Board allowed access and utilization 
of 7.5 acres of temporary workplace in 
Sylvan Glen Park Preserve and Gran-
ite Knolls Park West on Stony Street 
for 11 months and post-construction 
monitoring for five years, in exchange 
for $1.5 million plus approximately 
$600,000 in public improvements at 
Junior Lake.

Yorktown has received the $1.5 million 
and now town officials and residents are 
speaking up on how the funds should be 
utilized.

During last week’s Town Board meet-
ing, several residents in the Huntersville 
section of town called on the board to 
allocate a portion of the funds to pave 
Hunterbrook, Baptist Church and Old 
Logging roads, which they maintained 
had been neglected for years.

Another resident, Jane Daniels, made 
a pitch to use the $1.5 million for park 
improvements throughout the town.

Councilwoman Susan Siegel, who in 
May joined with Councilman Vishnu 

Patel to oppose the deal with Spectra 
and Algonquin, agreed last week the $1.5 
million should be dedicated to special 
projects instead of placed in the town’s 
general fund. She said seven miles of 
roadway could be paved by just using 
half of the Spectra loot.

“The Spectra money should be used 
for infrastructure and not hoarded,” 
Siegel said. “We can hoard it in our fund 
balance and lower our taxes, but then it’s 
gone, and we have nothing to show for 
it.”

Supervisor Michael Grace agreed more 
funding was needed for paving projects 
and other infrastructure improvements 
but stressed it was important to bal-
ance making improvements and keeping 
property taxes under control.

“There is an enormous amount of in-
frastructure improvements that need to 
be done. We have to look at non-real 
estate tax revenue to do that,” he said. 
“There’s (also) bonding you can do.”

Councilman Greg Bernard said he was 
in favor of increasing funding for high-
way paving.

“Everybody wants a piece of the pie,” 
he said. “We will try to do it as less politi-
cal as possible. Come January I promise 
there will be a whole new dynamic on 
this board.”

With Siegel losing her bid for a full 
four-year term in the November elec-
tion and Ed Lachterman prevailing, the 
Republicans will hold a 4-1 edge on the 

Town Board.
A public hearing on the 2016 budget 

will be held tonight (Tuesday, December 
8) at 6 p.m. at Yorktown Town Hall.

Residents Lobby Yorktown to Utilize $1.5M from Pipeline 

PHoto by Daniel leFkowitz
a chanukah menorah lighting ceremony was held at DeVito Field in yorktown.
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(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-5

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 24

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 20”  
(Handmade on Premises)

Decorated ................................. $35
Undecorated ............................. $20

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

By Neal Rentz
A local developer is proposing a mixed 

use development and infrastructure im-
provements in the Baldwin Place section of 
Somers.

At the December 3 Somers Town Board 
work session, Ken Kearney, founder and 
president of the Mahopac-based The Kear-
ney Realty & Development Group, unveiled 
his Crossroads at Baldwin Place project.

The development would be located on 
the site of the National Golfworx driving 
range. Kearney told the town board he had 
not yet purchased the property.

Kearney is proposing a roughly 

25,000-square-foot commercial office 
building. He is also seeking to construct 
three residential buildings, totaling about 
60,000 square feet. The first building would 
consist of 24, one-bedroom units of senior 
housing; the second building would con-
tain 28 one-bedroom units of senior hous-
ing; and the third building would consist 
of 12 two- and three-bedroom units, with 
eight of the units to be set aside for afford-
able housing, which Kearny said could 
become part of the county’s housing set-
tlement with HUD or for the town to use 
toward its requirements under the Angle 
Fly Preserve agreement.

The senior housing is intended for those 
55 and older, said Rich Williams, an engi-
neer employed by Kearney. The develop-
ment would have a “village like” feel, Kear-
ney said.

Kearney is also proposing a series of in-
frastructure improvements to the Baldwin 
Place area, including construction of about 
4,000 feet of sidewalks along Route 6 to con-
nect the northern and southern portions 
of the road, two pedestrian crosswalks on 
the road, and the extension of the current 
Westchester County sewer line in area to 
Mahopac Avenue. The infrastructure im-
provements would be helpful to not only his 

development, but would encourage future 
commercial development in Baldwin Place, 
Kearney said.

Town Board members expressed sup-
port for Kearny’s concept. “We’ve seen 
what you’ve done for Somers” and Kear-
ney’s project would be positive for the 
town, Councilman Thomas Garrity Jr. 
said. 

Supervisor Rick Morrissey added he was 
“very impressed” with the project..

The project would need a zoning text 
change from the town board, planning 
board approval and approvals from Westch-
ester County. 

Mixed Use Development Proposed in Baldwin Place

its a charmed life ad-examiner_Layout 1  11/30/15  2:19 PM  Page 1

By Neal Rentz
One night after the San Bernardino, 

CA massacre that claimed the lives of 14 
people, Somers town officials explained 
how its police are trained to deal with such 
emergencies as mass killings.

The question came during a public hear-
ing on next year’s proposed town budget. 
Somers Supervisor Rick Morrissey is pro-
posing an $8.76 million 2016 general fund 
budget that includes no major program 
cuts or additions and meets the state-man-
dated property tax cap.

The proposed tax rate increase is 2.7 per-
cent and the tax levy hike is 2.48 percent.

During last week’s public hearing, resi-
dent Michael Blum asked if next year’s 
town budget includes spending on train-
ing for Somers police to prepare them to 
respond to situations such as the mass kill-
ings in California. 

Councilman Thomas Garrity Jr. said Som-
ers police receive training on how to deal 
with major emergencies on an annual basis.

Supervisor Rick Morrissey explained 
police officers from around the area re-
cently received training from the Westch-
ester County Department of Public Safety 
recently at Lakeland High School. Part of 
the training drills local police received is 

how to handle lockdowns at schools for 
such potential emergencies as shootings. 

In the event of a major emergency, local 
police would first respond to the scene and 
then receive backup, Morrissey said.

Garrity said most of the Somers police 
are retired New York City officers who are 
trained in how to respond to major emer-
gencies. 

Another resident, Chris Zaberto, said he 
had questions about spending proposed 
for the fire department next year. Garrity 
said, “We have no control over the budget” 
of the fire department. 

Morrissey said the fire department has 

its commissioners that determine the de-
partment’s annual budget and the commis-
sioners are elected by town residents. 

Though the state tax cap for next year 
is .7 percent, town Director of Finance 
Robert Kehoe said last month the tax hike 
would be in line with the tax cap because 
the state provides a Tax Base Growth Fac-
tors for each municipality and that allows 
communities like Somers to go above the .7 
percent increase without breaking the cap.

The town board voted unanimously 
to close the public hearing. The board is 
slated to approve next year’s spending plan 
when it meets on December 10. 

Police Emergency Training Discussed in Somers after Massacre
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3

By Rick Pezzullo
Qualifying homeowners in area school 

districts will be receiving a refund check from 
New York State over the next few months.

This is the second of a three-year pro-
gram for a Property Tax Freeze Credit 
where homeowners are reimbursed for 
increases in local property taxes on their 

primary residences. The program is in-
tended to encourage local governments 
and school districts to comply with the 
state imposed tax cap and implement ef-
ficiency plans to reduce costs.

Checks were expected to start being 
sent out by the state in late November 
and will average about $350. Last year, 

97 percent of school districts in New 
York complied with the tax cap and more 
than 2.3 million homeowners were reim-
bursed, totaling $220 million.

The Yorktown and Lakeland school 
districts are among the districts in the 
area where homeowners can expect 
refunds if certain conditions are met. 

To receive the refund, property own-
ers must receive the STAR property tax 
exemption, the property must be a pri-
mary residence and the total household 
income must be $500,000 or less.

Homeowners do not have to apply for 
the refund as state officials will deter-
mine who is eligible.

Homeowners to Receive Property School Tax Refunds 

By Martin Wilbur
The tragedy of losing 20 children and six 

faculty members at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Conn. on Dec. 
14, 2012, was the kind of seminal moment 
where many people remember where they 
were when they first heard the news.

In the immediate aftermath of the 
tragedy, there were many calls for change 
but nearly three years later the epidemic 
of losing Americans to gun violence con-
tinues almost unabated.

On Sunday, a local church will be one 
of hundreds of venues throughout the 
United States this week that will be the 
site of remembering not only those lost 
in Newtown but throughout the nation.

The First Congregational Church 
of Chappaqua is joining the Newtown 
Foundation and Faiths United to Prevent 
Gun Violence to host The Interfaith Vigil 

for Victims of Gun Violence this Sunday, 
Dec. 13 at 4 p.m. The church has invited 
the entire community for a roughly hour-
long service that will feature prayers, 
music and remarks from those affected 
by gun violence, said Rev. Dr. Martha 
Jacobs, the church’s senior minister.

She said as deaths across the United 
States continue to mount because of fire-
arms, people are desperately searching 
for answers and hope.

“It’s something that has to be ad-
dressed because across the United States 
over 90,000 people have been killed by 
gun violence over the last three years,” 
Jacobs said. “Certainly, it impacts certain 
communities disproportionately and af-
fects people because many victims are 
innocent bystanders.”

Jacobs said that clergy and congrega-

tions from surrounding areas that in-
clude a variety of faiths and denomina-
tions are scheduled to participate.

She stressed that the vigil is not a rally 
for gun control. The program’s intent is 
to remember and honor the victims of 
those whose lives were cut short rather 
than encouraging political speeches, 
Jacobs said.

More than 350 vigils will be held 
throughout the United States leading 
up to next Monday’s anniversary of the 
Sandy Hook shooting, said Po Murray, 
chairwoman of the Newtown Action Al-
liance. There will also be vigils in Mexico 
and Beijing, China, she said.

The goal of the alliance, a grassroots 
organization formed in Newtown shortly 
after the shooting, is to reverse the esca-
lating gun violence that kills an average 

of 30,000 people a year across the U.S., 
she said.

“Our hearts are warmed that so many 
people want to support the victims of 
gun violence,” Murray said.

Several other vigils in Westchester 
have been organized, according to the 
Newtown Action Alliance, including 
at the Chatterton Hill Church United 
Church of Christ in White Plains and the 
Scarsdale Congregational Church.

The First Congregational Church of 
Chappaqua is located at 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd.

Vigil to End Gun Violence Scheduled Sunday in Area Church
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BUY FOR

Lease as low as

for 36 months*

Lease as low as

for 36 months*

BUY FOR

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residual:
Compass 5724/14170 and Ram 10764/25040. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax and reg extra. Ends 12/31/15.

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 6, 2015.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No 
bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniver-
sary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple 
interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2015 for $50,000.  A $10,000 
withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (1-2015).indd   1 1/8/2015   1:35:49 PM
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Brett Alcaro
Brett Guarneri Alcaro, a former farmer 

at Hilltop Hanover Farm in Yorktown 
Heights, died December 2 at his home 
in Monmouth Beach, New Jersey after a 
courageous battle with cancer. He was 37.

He was born in Missoula, Montana 
and lived most of his life in New Jersey. 
He was a graduate of Christian Broth-
ers Academy and the University of Wis-
consin, Madison. He was also a licensed 
commercial pilot. He worked side-by-
side with his family at Rumson Market. 
His true passion was the outdoors and 
he found his calling as an organic farmer, 
working on farms in Maine, New York 
and New Jersey. Mr. Alcaro was motivat-
ed to make the land a better place for his 
family, community and future genera-
tions. His legacy will be preserved by the 
impact he has had on many lives.

He is survived by his loving wife Ger-
maine Murray Alcaro, his two-year-old 
son Oliver, and their expected child due 
this month. He is also survived by his lov-
ing parents, William and Patricia Alcaro 
and Anthony Guarneri; his sister, Jaime 
and brother-in-law Dan McKeever; his 
mother-in-law Laura Murray; Nana 
Rose; sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law 
Keara and Christopher Weltmer and 
Eamon and Stephanie Murray. He was a 
devoted and loving uncle to many nieces 
and nephews and is also survived by lov-
ing aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.

Zita Losey
Zita V. Losey, formerly of Peekskill/

Cortlandt and Yonkers, died November 
30. She was 78.

Born in the 
Bronx on March 
18, 1937, she was 
the daughter of 
John and Zita 
(Wood) Vaughan. 
She was a Spe-
cial Ed/Teacher 
Aide at Lincoln-
Titus Elemen-
tary School in the 
Lakeland Central 

School District for 17 years. She was a 
former parishioner/choir member of St. 

Columbanus Church in Cortlandt. 
Survivors include husband, William A. 

Losey, Jr.; children, Zita Kurtzman-Yennie 
(Bill), Jennifer Polk (David), William Los-
ey III (Tori), and Andrew Losey (Joan); 
grandchildren, Tyler, Matthew, Megan, 
Daniel, Connor, Kyle, Hannah and An-
drew; former son-in-law, Gary Kurtzman; 
and foster son, Joseph Crothers. 

Angelo “Tank” 
Milano
Angelo “Tank” Milano, a resident of 

Cortlandt, died December 1. He was 80. 
He was born May 12, 1935 in Croton 

to Angelo and Marcella (Corea) Milano. 
He is survived by his wife and soul mate 
Carole of 42 years, children Angelo “Jay-
R” and wife Heather, Nicholas Caputo 
and wife Maria, Janine Caputo and hus-
band Thomas, Marcella “Marcie” Cas-
cino and husband Peter. “Poppi” had 11 
adoring grandchildren: Matthew, Alex-
andra, Nancy, Joseph, Sal, Christina, Dy-
lan, Nicholas, Angelo and Spencer. 

Mr. Milano, who was affectionately 
known as “Uncle Tank,” has many be-
loved nieces and nephews. He owned 
and operated A. Milano & Sons Truck-
ing, with his brothers Louis, who pre-
deceased him, and Nicholas “Chubby,” 
who survives. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and served in Germany. He 
was a long-time Operating Engineer and 
member of Local 137. He co-founded 
and ran for several years the St. Augus-
tine’s Italian Festival. He was a devoted 
family man and friend, who loved life 
and lived it to the fullest. To know him 
was to love him. 

Robert Tighe, Sr.
Robert A. Tighe, Sr., a resident of Som-

ers, died November 29. He was 93.
Mr. Tighe was born on October 20, 

1922 to Edward A. and Florence (Forbach) 
Tighe, Sr. in New York City. During World 
War II, he proudly served our Country 
with the US Marines Corps , 4th Division, 
serving on Iwo Jima, Saipan, and Tinian.

On May 23, 1948, he married the love 
of his life Marion Burghardt in Yonkers. 
Mr. Tighe owned and operated Tighe 

Floor Service in Somers. He is survived 
by his four loving children, Teresa (Wil-
liam D. Sr.) Galligan, Jacky Tighe and 
David Gardner, Robin (Michael) Wyn-
ne and Robert A. (Maureen), Tighe, Jr., 
seven grandchildren and five great-gran-
children. He was predeceased by his be-
loved wife Marion.

Jaquelyn Ringer
Jaquelyn “Jackie” Hope Ringer, a resi-

dent of Granite Springs, died November 
30. She was 72. 

She worked as an elementary school 
teacher in Ithaca, N.Y. and as a substi-
tute teacher and librarian in the Som-

ers School Dis-
trict. She was 
born in 1943 in 
Ithaca, N.Y. to 
James Stewart 
and Ruth Ellis 
Hope. She gradu-
ated from Ithaca 
High School in 
1961 and earned a 
Bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary 

Education from Ohio University in 1964. 
In 1965 she married James M. Ringer 

at St. Paul’s Methodist Church in Ithaca. 
She became a P.E.O. sister in 1967, was a 
dedicated member of Chapter K, York-
town Heights, served as president of New 
York State Chapter for 1997 and 1998 and 
is a lifetime member of the International 
Chapter of the P.E.O. Sisterhood. She was 
a devoted member of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Granite Springs.

She is survived by her husband James 
M. Ringer of Granite Springs; her daugh-
ter Dr. Carolyn Hope Ringer Lepre, son-
in-law Todd Robert Lepre, granddaugh-
ters Sarah Hope and Ainsley Elizabeth of 
Pleasant Valley, NY; her son James Mat-
thew Ringer, daughter-in-law Christina 
Dawn Ringer and grandson Jack Mat-
thew of Steamboat Springs, CO. 

Catherine Siciliano
Catherine L. Siciliano, a lifelong resident 

of Ossining, died November 29. She was 83.
She was born in Ossining on Decem-

ber 7, 1931 to Michael and Viola (Gioio) 
Lobus. She was a former school secretary 
at both St. Augustine’s and St. Theresa’s 
Parochial Schools. She was also a former 
secretary at Sing Sing Prison. She was a 
member of St. Ann’s Church.

Mrs. Siciliano is survived by her two 
daughters Anne Zimmerman (Gary) 
and Valerie Doyle (David); two sisters 
Mimi Robinson (David) and Gail Fiero 
(George); four grandchildren Ryan and 
Colin Zimmerman, Christopher and 
Jonathon Doyle; Many nieces and neph-
ews. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Peter and her sister Rose Stephens.

Richard Zeoli
Richard D. Zeoli, a resident of Bri-

arcliff Manor and formerly of Yonkers, 
died tragically from injuries he sustained 
in an automobile accident in Croton on 
December 3. He was 58.

Mr. Zeoli was born on September 17, 
1957, to the late Sebastian and Rose (nee 
Cornacchio) Zeoli in the Bronx. He was a 
self-employed hairdresser at Zee’s in Bucha-
nan and was the founder and former owner 
of Cagney’s Hair Studio. He was also a 
member of a motorcycle club in the Bronx. 

He is survived by his former wife, 
Joanne Zeoli, of Briarcliff Manor; his 
girlfriend, Lynda Rodriguez, of Carmel; 
children Richie Zeoli and Jaime Zeoli, 
both of Briarcliff Manor; one sister, 
Marilyn (Mike) Galfin of Yonkers; one 
brother, Joseph (Diane) Zeoli, of Pleas-
antville; and many nieces and nephews. 
He was predeceased by one sister, Loretta 
Carmody, in 2006.  

Frank Gatto, Jr.
Frank Joseph Gatto, Jr., a resident of 

Cortlandt, died November 30. He was 
48.

He was born on October 2, 1967 to 
Frank Joseph Gatto and Irene (DiGen-
naro) in New York City. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Branca Gatto; belov-
ed parents Frank and Irene J. Gatto; his 
loving sisters and brother, Lisa (Kevin) 
Keon, Thomas (Thammasack) Gatto and 
Linda Gatto and his adoring nieces and 
nephews, Danny, Jaclyn, Isabella, Tho-
mas, Jr., Samantha and Nicholas.

Obituaries

Jaquelyn Ringer

Zita Losey

Police Blotter
State Police

November 23 - Robert Weyrauch, 59, 
of Ossining, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, a Class B felony, after 
striking the rear of a police vehicle as 
troopers were performing traffic control 
following a crash on the Sprain Brook 
Parkway at about 8 p.m. Despite having 
the patrol vehicle’s emergency lights ac-
tivated, Weyrauch failed to move over 

to the right lane. Weyrauch was charged 
with felony DWI when a criminal his-
tory check revealed he was convicted of a 
DWI-related offense in June 2011. 

November 28 - Amanda Nichols, 22, 
of Cortlandt, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, a misdemeanor, after 
she was stopped on Carhart Avenue for 
speeding on Route 9.

Yorktown Police
November 21 - 8:40 p.m. – Octavia 

Matthews, 40, of Peekskill, was charged 
with petit larceny for allegedly removing 
two coats, valued at $277.50, from a store 
display at Macy’s and exiting without 
paying.

9:55 p.m. – Ryan Mahoney, 20, of 
Yorktown, was charged with possessing 
a forged driver’s license and a quantity 

of marijuana after being stopped on Pine 
Brook Road for driving with only one 
headlight illuminated.

November 27
6:34 p.m. – Juliana Khoury, 53, of 

Yonkers, was charged with petit larceny 
after allegedly concealing items in a 
shopping bag and a large box containing 
a vacuum (all valued at $905) and leaving 
Macy’s without paying. 
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Guest Commentary

Assessing A Client’s Capacity
By Salvatore DiCostanzo

Nearly every aspect of estate plan-
ning and elder law requires an attorney 
to assess a client’s legal capacity. As elder 
law attorneys, we are regularly working 
with individuals who have some form of 
cognitive impairment such as dementia 
or Alzheimer’s Disease.  A common as-
sumption is that someone with dementia 
or Alzheimer’s cannot sign a Last Will 
and Testament (“Will”) or Power of At-
torney with Statutory Gifts Rider.  This 
assumption can have grave consequenc-
es if the opportunity to draft necessary 
estate planning documents is foregone. 

Mental capacity is different than legal 
capacity. A person diagnosed with a cog-
nitive impairment may very well have 
the legal capacity to execute documents, 
especially in cases where they are in the 
initial stages of the disease.  Each case 
must be analyzed based on its own par-
ticular facts and circumstances.  

Legal capacity generally falls into two 
categories: testamentary capacity and 
contractual capacity.

Testamentary capacity is the requi-
site capacity to sign a Will. A person 

has testamentary capacity if he under-
stands, in a general way the property he 
owns, the identity of the natural objects 
of his bounty, and the disposition he 
is making of his estate.  This is a very 
low standard and much lower than the 
requisite capacity to create a trust or ex-
ecute a Power of Attorney and Statutory 
Gifts Rider.  

Contractual capacity is the requisite 
capacity to create a trust or execute a 
Power of Attorney and Statutory Gifts 
Rider.  Contractual capacity focuses on 
whether the person was able to under-
stand the nature and consequences of a 
transaction and make a rational judg-
ment concerning it.  Thus, contractual 
capacity is a higher standard.  

It is not uncommon for a client to have 
the capacity to execute a Will but not a 
trust or Power of Attorney.  This is akin 
to someone being acquitted in a criminal 
matter and found liable in a civil matter 
(do the letters O.J. sound familiar?).  

There is no bright-line test for an elder 
law attorney when assessing a client’s ca-
pacity. Quite frankly it is often difficult 
to determine and I must make a deter-
mination using my best judgment. A 

major factor in assessing capacity is the 
likelihood of the documents being chal-
lenged. Where there is a black sheep in 
the family, I am more conservative in my 
assessment.  However, I will take every 
measure to make the case for capacity.  

For instance, I was recently consulted 
by a client whose spouse has diminished 
capacity due to dementia and Alzhe-
imer’s.  In order to protect the couple’s 
primary residence, I recommended that 
the residence be transferred to the well 
spouse.   Rather than resorting to the 
Court system in the form of a guardian-
ship, I am making a personal visit to the 
nursing home in order to properly assess 
my client’s spouse.  This is an integral 
part of how I practice.    

If you or someone you know has di-
minished capacity, please do not be hesi-
tant to contact us.  There still may be an 
opportunity to execute importnant legal 
documents.  We are sensitive to the is-
sues involving diminished capacity and 
might be able to make an assessment re-
sulting in significant preservation of as-
sets in the long run.

I can be reached at 914-245-2440 or by 
e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com.

Daniel leFkowitz PHotoS
a paint night to raise funds for the 
family of  cadence (3) and asher 
adams (2), who were born with 
the rare genetic disorder Hunter 
Syndrome, was held Saturday at 
the elks club in yorktown. their 
mother, lori, grew up in yorktown. 
For more information, visit www.
ourlittleironmen.com.
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PHotoS by MicHael Giuliano
Float participants get into the spirit of  parade.

4th Annual Yorktown Holiday Electric Lights Parade

Signs ink had a colorful display.

an illuminated fire truck.

north Highland’s Polar express won the 
parade’s top prize, below.

Highway Superintendent Dave 
Paganelli and two “things”, 
above.

christmas tree that was lit up 
at DeVito Field at the yccc.

yorktown Supervisor Michael 
“Santa claus” Grace presents 
an award to the yorktown 
leos.

yorktown GoP chairman Matt 
Slater hands out candy to 
children, bottom.
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105 Somerstown Turnpike, Katonah, NY (Corner of Rt. 100 and Rt. 35)   914 • 232 • 2800   www.muscoottavern.com

Live Music on Saturdays and some Fridays.  Happy Hour Daily from 4-6 and again from 9-11 on Thurs, Fri and Saturday nights.

Enjoy our cozy tavern where it’s always lively and cheerful! Try our famous veal chop, 
stuffed sea scallops or a steamy crock of french onion soup. Stop in and experience the 

charm of this historic eatery, a neighborhood favorite since the roaring 20s!  

MUSCOOT
914-232-2800
With this coupon. 
Not valid with other 
offers. 1 coupon per table
Offer expires 12/30/15

MUSCOOT
914-232-2800
With this coupon. 
Not valid with other 
offers. 1 coupon per table
Offer expires 12/30/15

T A V E R N MUSCOOTMUSCOOT
T A V E R N

SIN

CE THE ROARING 20’S Make reservations now 
for New Years Eve and 
enjoy live music by two  
local talented musicians, 
Tara Curran and Justin 
Giacchetto!  
Music from 7 - 10 p.m. Spend the Holidays with us!

Route 1
TIME	 STREET	 CROSS-STREET
08:45AM	 CURRY	 WEATHERBY
08:55AM	 CURRY	 DREW	LA
09:05AM	 DOUGLAS	DR	 HOLMES	CT
09:10AM	 DOUGLAS	DR	 WHITMAN	RD
09:15AM	 MUIR	CT	
09:20AM	 WHITMAN	RD	 POPLAR	ST
09:30AM	 FOREST	CT	 SYCAMORE	LA
09:40AM	 POPLAR	ST	 SHIELA	CT
09:50AM	 DEERHAUNT	ST	 SOMERSTON	RD
09:55AM	 CORDIAL	RD	 RAVENCREST
10:00AM	 CURRY	ST	 RAVENCREST	RD
10:05AM	 CURRY	ST	 STONELEIGH
10:10AM	 HITCHING	POST	LA	
10:15AM	 LONDON	RD	 LILY	CT
10:20AM	 SMITH	RD	 BONNIE	CT
10:30AM	 WHARTON	RD	 LONDON	RD
10:35AM	 WHARTON	RD	 RADCLIFFE	DR
10:40AM	 QUINLAN	ST	 RADCLIFFE	DR
10:45AM	 LUELLA	ST	 MEAD	ST
10:50AM	 MEAD	ST	 QUINLAN	ST
10:55AM	 QUINLAN	ST	 OGDEN	RD
11:05AM	 HICKORY	ST	 HEMLOCK	ST
11:10AM	 HICKORY	ST	 CORDING	RD
11:20AM	 STERLING	TER	 FARM	WALK	RD
11:25AM	 ESSEX	FELLS	 FARMWALK	RD
11:35AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 LOCKSLEY	RD
11:40AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 SHARON	LA
11:45AM	 SPRINGHURST	ST	 SPRINGHURST	CT
11:50AM	 DEERFIELD	AVE	 HEATHERCREST	DR
11:55AM	 HEATHERCREST	DR	 GARTH	CT
12:00PM	 CECILE	DR	 SHARON	LA
12:10PM	 MEADOWCREST	CT	 MEADOWCREST	DR
12:15PM	 MEADOWCREST	DR	 FERNCREST	DR
12:20PM	 SADDLE	RIDGE	RD	 BOSTON	CT
12:25PM	 CROMPOND	SCHOOL	MANOR	ST
12:30PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:40PM	 FREYERS	FLORIST	

1:50PM	 STRANG	BLVD	 BARBERRY	RD
1:55PM	 FOX	MEADOW	CT	 STRANG	BLVD
2:00PM	 WENDELL	LA	 CARR	CT
2:05PM	 LARKSPUR	ST	 FERRIS	PL
2:10PM	 FERRIS	PL	 DENBY	DR
2:15PM	 FOX	MEADOW	RD	 LARKSPUR	ST
2:20PM	 HOLLY	RD	 DENBY	DR
2:25PM	 LORETTA	ST	 LESTER	RD
2:30PM	 DARNLEY	PL	 LESTER	RD
2:40PM	 GRANVILLE	CT	 *
2:45PM	 PARK	LA	 MOHANSIC	AVE
2:50PM	 SHERRY	DR	 ELLEN	LA
2:55PM	 ELLEN	LA	 MARK	RD
3:00PM	 MARK	RD	 EDCRIS	RD
3:05PM	 EDCRIS	RD	 EDWARD	LA
3:10PM	 EDWARD	LA	 LELAND	DR
3:15PM	 WALTER	RD	 MARK	RD
3:20PM	 WILLIAMS	CT	 *
3:25PM	 WILKENS	FRUIT	&	FIR	FARM

Route 2
TIME	 STREET	 CROSS-STREET
9:00AM	 YORKRIDGE	APTS	 ROCHAMBEAU
9:20AM	 FRENCH	HILL	RD	 UNDERHILL	AVE
9:30AM	 HEIGHTS	DR	 MORNINGVIEW	DR
9:35AM	 HEIGHTS	DR	 WESTVIEW
9:50AM	 HAYES	DR	 WINSLOW	DR
10:00AM	 RUSTIC	RIDGE	
10:1OAM	 BRIDGE	POINTE	LA	
10:20AM	 HUNTERBROOK	RD	 WILSON	RD
10:30AM	 HUNTERBROOK	RD	 OLD	LOGGING	RD
10:40AM	 BAPTIST	CHURCH	RD	 HUNTERBROOK	RD
10:50AM	 BAPTIST	CHURCH	RD	 BALDWIN	RD
11:00AM	 GAMBELLI	DRIVE	 *
11:15AM	 ILLINGTON	RD	 GRANT	LA
11:20AM	 ILLINGTON	RD	 ESTATE	DR
11:30AM	 CHADEAYNE	RD	 LOG	CHURCH
11:35AM	 SYSKA	RD	 CHADEAYNE	RD
11:45AM	 ERIN	LA	 PINESBRIDGE	RD

11:55AM	 CROW	HILL	RD	 CROW	HILL	PATH
12:00PM	 SPRING	MEADOW	RD	SPRING	POND	RD
12:05PM	 SPRING	POND	RD	 SPRING	HILL	RD
12:15PM	 BIRDSALL	RD	 JEROME	RD
12:25PM	 SIDNEY	CT	
12:35PM	 CHATHAM	LA	 WELLINGTON	RD
12:40PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 PETER	PRATTS’S	INN
12:45PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 CARTER’S	GROVE
12:50PM	 CROTON	HTS	RD	 WHITEHORSE	LN
12:55PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:55PM	 MCKEEL	ST	 REVERE	DR
2:00PM	 RUTLEDGE	DR	 PICKENS	CT
2:05PM	 CHESTNUT	CT	 TROUT	BROOK	DR
2:10PM	 PINE	BROOK	RD	 HEATHER	CT
2:15PM	 PINE	BROOK	RD	 OLD	COUNTRY	WAY
2:20PM	 CAROLINA	RD	 GEORGIA	ST
2:25PM	 INDIANA	AVE	 CALIFORNIA	RD
2:30PM	 CALIFORNIA	 EDGEWOOD	ST
2:35PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 MONTROSS	RD
2:40PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 HUDSON	RD
2:45PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 MOSEMAN	RD
2:50PM	 CENTRAL	ST	 RICHARD	PL
2:55PM	 MAXWELL	DR	 MOSEMAN	RD
3:00PM	 UNDERHILL	AVE	 HIGHBROOK	ST
3:10PM	 HALYAN	RD	 LONGVUE	ST
3:15PM	 FRIENDS	RD	 EDGEWATER	ST
3:20PM	 UNDERHILL	APTS	 SOUTH	LOT

Route 3
TIME	 STREET	 CROSS-STREET
8:45AM	 BEAVER	RIDGE	APTS	 ALLAN	AVE
9:00AM	 BRETON	CT	 ALLAN	AVE
9:05AM	 ALLAN	AVE	 ETNA	PL
9:10AM	 ALLAN	AVE	 BALDWIN	RD
9:20AM	 YORK	FARM	ESTATES	 BALDWIN	RD
9:30AM	 DOGWOOD	DR	 FIELDSTONE	CT
9:40AM	 GIORDANO	DR	 BLOSSOM	CT
9:45AM	 GIORDANO	DR	 GLENROCK	ST
9:50AM	 COUNTRY	HOUSE	 BALDWIN	RD

10:10AM	 LAVOIE	CT	 BALDWIN	RD
10:20AM	 VIEWLAND	DR	 VISTA	CT
10:30AM	 MADISON	CT	 *
10:40AM	 HAWTHORNE	DR	 LORING	PL
10:45AM	 LORING	PL	 YORKHILL	RD
10:55AM	 HILLTOP	RD	 ROUTE	202
11:05AM	 ELIZABETH	RD	 RIDGE	ST
11:15AM	 RIDGE	ST	 WAVERLY	CT
11:20AM	 WAVERLY	RD	 BARRY	CT
11:25AM	 WAVERLY	RD	 COLONIAL
11:35AM	 BARWAY	DR	 GOMER	ST
11:40AM	 BARWAY	DR	 GRANITE	SPRINGS	RD
11:45AM	 DUNNING	DR	 GRANITE	SPRINGS	RD
11:50AM	 HEDWIG	DR	 ALDEN	RD
12:00PM	 HYATT	ST	 GARY	RD
12:05PM	 GREGORY	ST.	 GRANITE	SPRINGS	RD
12:10PM	 SARA	CT	 *
12:20PM	 BENJAMIN	BLVD	 PINTREE	PL
12:30PM	 GREENWOOD	ST	 BROOKSIDE	AVE
12:35PM	 BROOKSIDE	AVE	 LANDMARK	CT
12:40PM	 BREAK	 BREAK
1:40PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 WINDMILL	CT
1:45PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 SUNRISE	ST
1:50PM	 WINDMILL	DR	 SARLES	DR
1:55PM	 QUAKER	CHURCH	RD	 GRANITE	SPRINGS	RD
2:00PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 CHRISTOPHER	CT
2:05PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 OSLO	DR
2:10PM	 OSLO	DR	 FARSUND	DR
2:15PM	 FARSUND	DR	 EVERGREEN	ST
2:20PM	 EVERGREEN	ST	 LODER	RD
2:25PM	 TRELAWN	ST	 WHIPORWILL	ST
2:35PM	 VAN	CORTLANDT	CIR	PARKER	LA
2:50PM	 FOUNTAIN	CT	 FISHERPOND	RD
2:55PM	 SULTANA	DR	 SABER	CT
3:00PM	 LAUREL	CT	 HAMBLYN	ST
3:10PM	 VETERANS	RD	 COMMERCE	ST

Yorktown Heights Fire Dept. Santa Claus Candy Cane Run Sat., Dec 13
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera
“The Home Guru” Realtor

Residential & Commercial Cell:  914-522-2076

For many years, I’ve had the pleasure of sharing
the great joys and challenges of home ownership
as I’ve written on these pages as 
“The Home Guru.”   

At the same time, as a Realtor, I’ve met and worked
with many buyers and sellers who have come to 
rely on my knowledge and experience when
it comes time to take that big step which
for most of us is life’s biggest investment.

If it’s that time for you, rely on the
Guru for utmost attention to detail.
To know more, visit:
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com.

Better yet, call me. 
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By Neal Rentz
Peekskill resident Kecia Palmer-

Cousins and New Rochelle resident Gay 
Wheeler-Smith said they created the 
Peekskill-based G&K Sweet Foods LLC, 
in part, to pass along the legacy of the 
southern baking which they grew up 
with.

But the eight-year-old business has 
resulted in much more than continuing 
their families’ baking traditions. Their 
Momma’s Legacy Licious Sweet Potato 
Pies were served at the 2014 Super Bowl 
VIP Tailgate Party at Met Life Stadium 
and through their company they have 
met a variety of celebrities, including 
First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Oz.

The co-owners were interviewed 
last week at the Peekskill offices of the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce. They are both Chamber 
members.

The sweet potato pie recipe was 
created by Wheeler-Smith’s late great-
grandmother, whom she affectionately 
called Mama.

The co-owners and longtime friends 
did not start their careers in the food 
industry. Wheeler-Smith was a nurse 
who continues to work in the medical 
field as a quality manager, and Palmer-

Cousins was an IT project manager for 
Verizon before retiring. 

“In 2007 we attended a Women’s 
Enterprise Development Center 
Entrepreneur’s Breakfast (in White 
Plains),” Palmer-Cousins recalled. “In 
the parking lot right after the breakfast 
Gay asked me if I would partner with 
her to help can her great-grandmother’s 

pie filling. So I said yes because I have 
entrepreneurship in my blood. I have 
parents who are entrepreneurs.”

“It was a desire that I’ve had since I 
was about 16-years-old,” Wheeler-Smith 
said. “I always wanted to can the filling 
of my great-grandmother’s recipe. The 
sweet potato pie was really my favorite 
dessert. We made many desserts.” 

Wheeler-Smith said she often baked 
a variety of desserts with her great-
grandmother since the age of six. Her 
great-grandmother died when she was 
16.

Like Palmer-Cousins, Wheeler-
Smith said she was raised in a family of 
entrepreneurs who have inspired her. She 
also wanted to start the business to pay 
homage to work of her family, Wheeler-
Smith said.

“After I got married and after I had my 
daughter (Joh’Vonni) you start thinking 
about what it is that you want to pass 
down in terms of legacy,” Wheeler-Smith 
said. “We’ve been able to market this 
project and really bring a dream to life.”

Palmer-Cousins, who has sons Kendall 
and Kyle, said her family is from South 
Carolina and Wheeler-Smith’s family 
is from North Carolina. Her family’s 
favorite dessert was sweet potato pies. 
Her grandmother, Loretta Palmer, who 
died earlier year, baked and sold sweet 
potato pies on the weekends at New York 
Hospital where she worked as a cleaning 
lady, Palmer-Cousins said. 

The co-owners want to pass the 
business to their children after they stop 

G&K Sweet Foods LLC
Peekskill

Businesses

of the Week

PHoto couRteSy oF G&k Sweet FooDS llc
new Rochelle resident Gay wheeler-Smith, left, and Peekskill resident kecia Palmer-cousins, owners of  
G&k Sweet Foods llc in Peekskill, are shown above with their sweet potato pies that were served at the 
2014 Super bowl ViP tailgate Party at Met life Stadium.

Continued on page 16
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957 Route 6 Mahopac 845-628-8300 CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
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Happy Holidays!

Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Stru� oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats • Everything Baked on Premises!
www.cafepiccolobakery.com • Instagram @cafe_piccolo

Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222
Somers
10 Heritage 202 Ctr
(914) 277-5656

Wishing You A

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

www.RaymondOpticians.com

Eye Exams Contact Lenses

Most Insurance Accepted Including....

Prescriptions Filled Designer Sunglasses

Raymond Opticians
Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

FLEX SPENDING

Don’t forget
to use your

Winter Special

 off
$100 Designer Frames

with lens purchase

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer  valid through 03/31/15.

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer valid through 03/31/16.

and celebrate with us:






YORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2300 CROMPOND ROAD (Route 202 Yorktown)

Call 914.962.5749 for information

Yorktown Examiner:
1/4 Page (Vertical)...................... 4.7813” x 5.8” ($220)
1/8 Page (Horizontal)...................... 4.7813” x 2.8” ($110)
1/16 Pages (Vertical)...................... 2.2969” x 2.8” ($55)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13th
10:00 AM

“Let the Whole World Sing”


ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Ad Insertion Instructions
YE Display Ad ($100 Color)

Holiday Promo Size:
Double box (3.7143” W x 4.4307” H)

YUMC Christmas Cantata

12/8/15 paper




YORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCHYORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH




We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!
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Happy Holidays!

Season’s
 Greetings from 

our family to 
yours.. 

Clark Funeral Home, Inc.

Freeze Time 
& Create 
Lifelong 
Memories

Make your own personal 
Elf on the shelf

(914)-522-3648
Email: Mini3DME@gmail.com Twitter: @Mini3DME

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mini3DME
Website: mini-3d-me.com • Instagram: Mini3DME

Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season
and a Joyous New Year

Wishing you a Happy Holiday SeasonWishing you a Happy Holiday Season

Located in the Somers Towne Center
Route 100 & 202 • Somers (near CVS) 914-276-2555 

www.somerswineandspirits.com
Find us on Facebook

Mon -Sat 10 am to 8 pm • Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm

FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS
Beautiful 
Custom 

Gift 
Baskets

Discounts on Case purchases

Somers Wine & Spirits
Extensive selection of Champagnes and Sparkling Wines

54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY 10541 • 845-628-3447
www.aljanjewelers.com

845-628-3447

“Candy for Grown-ups” 
-Forbes magazine

• Grown-up Candies
   with a Playful Twist
• Single Malt Scotch
• Peach Bellini
• Champagne Bears 
• Maple Bourbon 
  Caramels
 -and many more 

Come in 
for a Free 

Taste!

Sold Exclusively in Putnam at

Besides Our Expert Watch 
And Jewelry Repairs And 
Fine Jewelry, Aljans Now 

Has Added A Line Of 
Adult Candies Filled With 

Real Liquor.

Visit Us for a 
Unique Shopping Experience

Buying & Selling
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM
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Happy Holidays!

Filet Mignon, Prime Rib Roast, Leg of Lamb, Crown Roast, 
Spiral Ham Entrees, Soups, Appetizers, Accompaniments, 
Antipasto Platters • Desserts and more! Catering available 

Happy Holidays from our family to yours! 

8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us

Call or Stop in to 
Place Your Holiday Orders Early
for  Christmas and New Years

Web-site: 
www.yorktownloveinaction.com 

Email Address: 
yorktownloveinaction@gmail. 

Sponsor a Local Family 
this Winter Holiday Season

All recipients are from
Westchester & Lower Putnam County

To sponsor a family visit us at:
Hidden Treasures & Donation Center

1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts. NY 10598
Or Call Donna at: 914-743-1314 or 914-490-3966“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 

8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
www.somerscustomframing.comwww.somerscustomframing.com

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
www.somerscustomframing.comwww.somerscustomframing.com

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from everyone at Examiner Media!

Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

To advertise in the

Holiday Gift Guide 2

Call The Examiner!  
914-864-0878
Deadline 12/10/15
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You can cover up a soft stomach with a 
shirt or a sweater, but you can’t hide from 
a weak core. That’s precisely why Solaris 
will unveil a dynamic new and challeng-
ing core workout, CXWORX, in early 
January.

CXWORX is a 30-minute workout 

created to tone and tighten core muscles, 
and improve mobility, balance and help 
prevent injuries.

“CXWORX is fun and fast, which 
is what Solaris is all about these days,” 
said Elizabeth Chang, Solaris’ Director 
of Fitness. “Our cores connect our legs 
to our upper body, and that’s where our 
power is generated from. Yet we still see 
so many fit people who don’t concentrate 
on their cores.”

Following the success of its Grit work-
outs—which emphasize power and 
strength—Solaris went back to Les Mills, 

the group fitness gurus, to further the 
club’s reputation for delivering cutting-
edge, results-oriented programs.

“Most times when we see back in-
juries, they’re a result of weak muscles 
that we need to support our backs,” said 
Chang. “CXWORX strengthens your ab-
dominals, glutes, obliques as well as our 
`sling’ muscles, which connect the upper 
and lower body.”

CXWORX includes a combination of 
isolation exercises, which target specific 
muscles, and integrated moves that use 
two or more muscle groups together.

“Everything we do—whether you’re a 
housewife or a competitive athlete—we 
can do more effectively and safer with a 
strong core,” said Jenn Gannon, a Solaris 
trainer. “This program is truly for every-
one—and not only will it make you look 
and feel better, this is functional training 
that works for anyone and will literally 
make their day-to-day life easier.”

CXWORX will debut as demonstra-
tion classes to members and mid-De-
cember, and will be added to an already 
robust group fitness schedule. For fur-
ther information, call (914) 962-4094.

Solaris Sports Club Debuts Cutting Edge Core Training

IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING 
WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY, 
ATTEND A SEMINAR TO 
LEARN WHAT’S INVOLVED.

Join us for a no-commitment seminar, where you can learn more about the bariatric surgery program, 
including advanced surgical techniques, nutritional counseling and support programs.

Call (845) 230-4797 to reserve your spot. To learn more, visit healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery.

Putnam Hospital Center seminars
December 17th

from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM

Accessibility/TTY: (800) 421-1220

BARIATRIC SURGERY SUPPORT GROUP
Putnam Hospital Center December 17th from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

(845) 230-4797

working. The duo decided to expand 
its original concept to sell baked goods, 
such as sweet potato pies and cookies 
and recently introduced frozen sweet 
potato pie filling. 

The duo outsources much of the 
baking. Palmer-Cousins said she is 
responsible for the day-to-day operations 
of the business and Wheeler-Smith said 
she works in the business after work and 
on weekends.

Some of the company’s regular 
customers include the Peekskill Farmers 
Market and the Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center Farmers Market in Cortlandt. 
The products are also available in 
Mamaroneck at the Chocolations store 
and through the G&K Web site. 

The company was chosen to serve its 
sweet potato pies at the 2014 Super Bowl 
VIP Official Tailgate Party at Met Life 
Stadium. Shortly after the 2012 Super 
Bowl, the NFL Host Committee sent out 
an e-mail to certified businesses owned 
by women and minorities in New York 
and New Jersey and the duo met regularly 
with the committee before being chosen.

G&K served at the pre-game party 
football players including Lynn Swann, 
coaches and their wives, as well as such 
other celebrities as Michelle Williams 
from Destiny’s Child and Dr. Oz. “It 
was very exciting,” Palmer-Cousins and 
Wheeler-Smith said. Thousands of pies 
were baked for the event. 

The duo also met Obama at a luncheon 
about five years ago in Manhattan and they 
were interviewed on the “Today Show.” 

Palmer-Cousins said she and Wheeler-
Smith have enjoyed running their 
company. “We’ve been able to grow. 
We’ve been able to expand our product 
line,” Palmer-Cousins said. “We’ve been 
able to meet a lot of fabulous people.”

Wheeler-Smith stressed all of the G&K 
employees are vital to the success of the 
company. “You have to have a team,” she 
said. “In order to move forward you have 
to have team players.” 

For more information about G&K 
Sweet Foods LLC, call Gay Wheeler-
Smith at 914-649-8889 or Kecia Palmer-
Cousins at 914512-4373. The company 
Web site is gksweetfoods.com. 

G&K Sweet 
Foods LLC

Peekskill
Continued from page 11
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We make warm friends!

FALL SALE
Generators, complete high-effi ciency heating 

and cooling systems now on our Fall Sale 
Licensed, insured and bonded!

Quality guaranteed!
Licensed, insured and bonded!Licensed, insured and bonded!

845 628-1330
sclafanioil.com

WINTER TALES BY HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN
A NEW PLAY BY MONA Z. SMITH

Dec. 12 2:30 Matinee* & 7:00 PM
Dec. 13 2:30 Matinee* & 7:00 PM
ST. MARY-IN-THE-HIGHLANDS 
Cold Spring, NY

Dec. 8 –11 7: 00 PM
THE HOWLAND CENTER
Beacon, NY

A
rt

w
or

k:
 J

en
ni

fe
r 

Z
w

ar
ic

h,
 B

LA
C

K
 D

A
S

H
 S

T
U

D
IO

For tickets and information: hvshakespeare.org

Start your holiday season by celebrating the power of kindness, family, 
love and imagination to warm the heart and light the way home.

*Cookies and conversation with Hudson Valley 
playwright Mona Smith after the performance.

This holiday season, HVSF
presents a staged reading of
Northern Lights, inspired by
Andersen’s most beautiful
winter tales – timeless stories
of magic, merriment and the
meaning of true love.

Come holiday time, my wife Margaret 
and I have always engaged in a practice I 
suspect many homeowners share: in ad-
dition to buying gifts for each other, we 
also buy gifts “for the home.” 

Over the years these have ranged from 
practical choices, such as new 
appliances, to objets d’art found 
during our frequent visits to 
antique stores and auctions. A 
gift I was considering for this 
holiday was an antique decora-
tive screen that would have been 
perfect for covering a central 
air control panel in our din-
ing room, but Margaret is now 
fonder of modern décor so I 
agreed to let it go.

After so many years of gifting 
our home, we’re hard pressed to 
think of anything more for it. But 
thinking back, if I had it do over again 
I would have invested more in purchas-
ing gifts that would be not only modern 
but technologically advanced enough to 
turn our abode into a “smart home.”  I 
checked around for what I might recom-
mend to others to accomplish this goal.

First I considered temperature control. 
Of the many options available, the Nest 
Learning Thermostat has won over many 
users by putting its sleek digital appear-
ance in service toward ease of use, even 

for only moderately wired individuals 
like myself. After a short time tracking 
the temperature adjustments you make 
to the Nest, the device will learn your 
patterns and begin to anticipate them. 
What’s more, if it doesn’t sense your 

presence via a motion detector 
for several hours, it will assume 
you are not home and will ad-
just the climate accordingly to 
save energy. 

All well and fine, although 
I hope that binge-watching 
“Breaking Bad” for an afternoon 
won’t inadvertently cut the heat 
off.

Lighting was next on my ex-
ploration list, and the choices 
grew more complicated. Should 
the bulbs themselves be smart, 
linked in small groups via a hub 

or your wireless device? They are the eas-
iest to install, but I will have to overcome 
decades of habit and remember to leave 
the switches on when I leave the room. 
Turning them off will render the smart-
est bulb inoperable. 

Smart switches require more expert 
installation, but allow for more variety of 
bulbs and fixtures. No matter which sys-
tem you choose, there is still a learning 
period. One Forbes Magazine reporter 
recently discovered that the system may 

decide to turn on all your lights in the 
wee hours of the morning.

In the area of security, the August 
Smart Lock seems promising, allowing 
you to open and close the deadbolt on 
your door through your smart phone 
or send a visiting guest or service per-
son an invitation allowing them access. 
It sounds like a lifesaver for parents and 
homeowners who need to be at work all 
day, but be certain to use a strong pass-
word that resists hacking. In fact, I would 
personally hold off on this one until the 
security standards in the smart home in-
dustry develop further.

In the meantime you might go for the 
Ring, the smart video doorbell. It sends a 
video image of your visitor to your phone 
– even alerting you of their approach be-
fore they ring the bell – and allows you 
to converse with them from inside via a 
speaker. You can see and speak with the 
person at your door even if you aren’t 
home, while still giving the impression 
that you are inside.

Are you ready to make your home a 
smart home? Well, I suppose it depends 
on your tolerance for technological 
systems that still have some bugs to be 
worked out. For example, if you try to 
install a new app on your phone and get 
a message saying it can’t be done, do you 
quickly hop onto Google to see how oth-

ers solved the problem or do you call up 
the “computer person” in your family for 
yet another favor as I do? Maybe you do 
neither, and instead give up on the app 
altogether while saying “this is why I hate 
computers!” 

If you are in the third group, or if you 
don’t have a resident computer genius 
in your family, you may want to wait a 
few years for smart home technology to 
become more standardized. However, if 
you find that the benefits and excitement 
of this technology outweigh the occa-
sional hassle of trouble-shooting, then 
proceed with appropriate caution.

As for me, I will step back for this year 
and try to talk my wife into some decid-
edly non-smart décor for our home, pos-
sibly from another century – if I can find 
the room, that is.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com). His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Buying Holiday Gifts for the Smart Home

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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Tuesday, Dec. 8
Fieldhome Blood Drive: Fieldhome 

and the American Red Cross are hold-
ing a blood drive at Field Home – Holy 
Comforter. 2300 Catherine St., Cortlandt, 
from 1 to 6 p.m. Donating your blood is a 
simple thing to do and it can make such 
a big difference in the lives of others. We 
recommend scheduling an appointment 
to avoid a wait:  Please contact Lynn Tec-
chio at 914-739-2244 Ext. 5613.For more 
information on donating blood, please 
visit http://www.redcrossblood.org/do-
nating-blood.

Bethel Tree Lighting: Bethel The Pines, 
19 Narragansett Ave., Ossining, will hold 
its 16th Annual Tree Lighting from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. The event will include a visit from 
Santa, traditional caroling, music from 
Ossining’s Rachel Alexander and her 
students and refreshment. To RSVP or 
receive more information, call 914-739-
6700 Ext. 1220.

Wednesday, Dec. 9
Seniors’ Fitness Classes: Free fitness 

classes are being offered to seniors who 
reside in Peekskill. The schedule is: Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday – The WorkOut 
– 10 to 11 a.m.

Thursday – Fall Prevention Class – 10 
to 11 a.m. Friday – Zumba Gold – 11 a.m. 
to noon.

Call Terri Dean at 914-734-4250 Ext.1 
for more information. Classes are con-
ducted at

4 Nelson Ave., downstairs from the li-
brary.

Yorktown Historical Society: York-
town Historical Society Invites Bring-
ing Artifacts and Sharing Stories from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Historic House at Hill-
top Hanover Farms, 1271 Hanover St., 
Yorktown. Bring a family curio, artifact, 
or photo and share a story with others. 
Mulled cider will be provided. If desired, 
bring a snack to share. The free event is 
open to the public. Info: Charles Radke, 
Yorktown Historical Society program co-
ordinator, 914-962-4370.

Field Library Exhibit:  The Field Li-
brary, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill, and the 
Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art are presenting Sabrina Occhipinti: 
Doorways at the library through Dec. 31. 
Info: 914-737-1212, peekskill.org or visit 
the library’s Facebook page. 

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-

0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Dec. 10
Temple Beth Am Programs: Two pro-

grams have been scheduled for this week 
at Temple Beth Am, 203 Church Pl., York-
town. Wine with Weiner will be held on 
Dec. 10 at 7:45 p.m.  Come to Beth Am for 
an informal conversation with the Jewish 
community on the issues that affect our 
lives. With welcoming wine (or other bev-
erages people bring), Rabbi Weiner facili-
tates a fascinating “laid-back” discussion 
while bringing us closer as a Jewish com-
munity. Congregants and non-congre-
gants alike are invited to take this journey 
with our Rabbi.  No previous knowledge 
is required, and all backgrounds are wel-
come. For information, please call our 
Rabbi at 962-7500 or e-mail him atrab-
biw@optonline.net  Welcoming Shabbat 
for Tots will be held on Dec. 11 at 5:30 
p.m. Filled with movement, music, and 
ruach (spirit), Rabbi Robbie and Reb-
betzin Ellen help bring in the Shabbat 
with that special “Shabbat Spirit” fol-
lowed by a Shabbat dinner. The only cost 
of the dinner is a Shabbat Shalom smile. 
To RSVP or for more information, please 
email Rebbetzin Ellen at RebbetzinEllen@
gmail.com.

Ugly Sweater Fundraiser: Gullotta 
House is presenting its First Annual Ugly 
Sweater Contest Fundraiser at 7 p.m. at the 
Taco Dive Bar, 55 Hudson Ave., Peekskill. 
A special guest performer will be featured 
from 7 to 8 p.m. and Unborn Mind will 
perform from 8 to 11 p.m. All proceeds 
will go to Be First Boxing, a Peekskill fam-
ily in need and Gullotta House. Tickets 
are $25 and include one free drink and 
Hors d’Ouevres from 7 to 8 p.m. For tick-
ets call 914-525-0744. To make a donation 
to Gullotta House, visit gulottahouse.org. 

Friday, Dec. 11
Candlelight Christmas Concert: 

Please join us at 7 p.m. for our annual 
concert of joyful Christmas music at the 
Church of the Assumption in Peekskill. 
Performers will include internation-
ally acclaimed vocal artist Mary Man-
cini, world renowned accordion virtuoso 
Mario Tacca and The Victor Lionti String 
Quartet. Tickets are $17 for adults; $15 
for seniors; and $7 for children under 17. 
Light refreshments will be served after the 
concert in the Fr. Wilson Hall beneath the 
church. For more information contact the 
Assumption rectory at 914-737-2071 or 
Gioia Productions at 914-737-8872.

First Hebrew Dinner: First Hebrew’s 
new Sharing Shabbat Dinner initiative 
begins tonight. Whether or not you are 
religious or a synagogue member, there’s 
a seat for you at the Friday night dinner 

table in the homes of First Hebrew mem-
bers. The program launches December 11 
at sunset, when the Jewish Sabbath begins 
each Friday. Shabbat, as it’s called in He-
brew ends after sunset every Saturday. To 
attend a Sharing Shabbat Dinner, contact 
Rabbi Dana at rabbi@firsthebrew.org or 
call 914-739-0500.  Visit www.firsthebrew.
org for more information.

Jewish Center Services:  At the York-
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Friday night Sabbath services in the 
spring will begin at 8 p.m. and Sabbath 
services on Saturdays will be held at 9:15 
a.m. On most Saturdays, after the services 
Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning ses-
sion based on the Torah portion of the 
week. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited to join us as we share 
in the warmth, knowledge and friendship 
within our congregation. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org. 

Temple Beth Am Services: Every Fri-
day evening at 8 p.m. Temple Beth Am, 
203 Church Pl., Yorktown, “opens its 
doors to all who enter” for Shabbat. Our 
modern Sabbath service has a spiritual 
and engaging feel while following tradi-
tional modes. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 914-962-7500 or e-mail him 
at rabbiw@optonline.net . 

Hebrew Congregation Programs: 
Two programs have been scheduled for 
this weekend at the Hebrew Congregation 
of Somers, located at Cypress Lane and 
Mervin Drive. A Hanukkah dinner will 
be held on Dec. 11. Call the temple for 
details. Adult education will be offered on 
Dec. 13 at 10:30 am. Info: 914-248-9532.

Saturday, Dec. 12 
Breakfast With Santa; The Village 

of Ossining invites youngsters ages 1 
through 12 to meet and enjoy breakfast 
with Santa. Get a small gift and turn in 
your wish list to the Jolly Elf from the 
North Pole. Annie and the Natural Won-
der Band will also be on hand to enter-
tain and delight guests. There will be 10 
a.m. and 11 a.m. seatings at the Joseph G. 
Caputo Community Center, 95 Broadway, 
Ossining. Reservations are required for 
the free program. Info: 914-941-3189 or 
www.villageofossining.org.

Holiday Train Display: The Holidays 
on the Hill train display will continue 
on Dec.12, 13, 19 and 20 from 11 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and 
Veterans Memorial, Route 35, Katonah. 
Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren and no charge for children two and 
younger. Info: lasdonpark.org or 914-864-
7263.

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and servic-
es for people affected by breast and ovari-

an cancer, announces a free program: “Yo-
ga-A Path toward Wellness.” It is offered 
every Saturday from noon to 1:30 p.m., 
at Club Fit, 600 Bank Rd., Jefferson Val-
ley. The program is open to women with 
breast, ovarian and gynecological cancer. 
To learn more or to pre-register, which is 
required, call Support Connection at 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Ossining Farmers Market:  Down to 
Earth Markets is holding the Ossining 
Farmers Market outside at the corner of 
Spring and Main Streets. The market runs 
every Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit 
DowntoEarthMarkets.com for vendor 
details, events, and other updates at Os-
sining’s Down to Earth Winter Farmers 
Market.

Christmas Concert:  The Yorktown 
Elks are presenting A Holiday Moment 
with the Old Mill Singers from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Tickets, which are $10 and $5 for 
children 12 and under, can be obtained 
at .the Yorktown Elks lodge, 590 Waverly 
Rd. or by contacting jodycole@gmail.
com. There will be café-style seating, 
snacks during the performance and cook-
ies and punch will be served following 
the show. Seating is limited and advanced 
ticket purchases are recommended. 

Yorktown Elks Present Christmas Con-
cert Saturday, December 12, 2015 7:30 - 
9:00PM Tickets: $10.00

Children 12 & under $5.00
Includes cafe-style seating, snacks dur-

ing the performance,  cookies and punch 
reception. Limited seating; advanced 
ticket purchase recommended As always, 
beverages available from the cash bar to 
enjoy before,  during and after the per-
formance or  Contact Jody Cole at jody-
cole616@gmail.com

Sunday, Dec. 13
Somers Library Art Exhibit: Susan 

Haas will be the featured artist at the Som-
ers Library during the month of Decem-
ber. She will focus her exhibit on winter 
photography and invites you to join her 
at the opening reception today from 1 to 
5 p.m. Haas’ work reflects an intimate in-
sight and intense love of nature. Her pho-
tography captures the beauty throughout 
the northeast and Nova Scotia. The Som-
ers Library Art Gallery is open during 
normal library hours. Please call the li-
brary for additional viewing times in the 
program room at 914-232-5717.  

Gingerbread Festival: The Somers 
Historical Society has announced the 
Holidays at the Homestead Gingerbread 
Festival Decorating Contest. Create a gin-
gerbread decoration or house utilizing 
food materials, affix to a base no larger 
than 12” x 12” in size, include an elephant 

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on page 19
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somewhere in the design and deliver it 
to the Wright Reis Homestead today be-
tween noon and 12:30 p.m. The entry fee 
is a non-perishable food item for St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church Food Pantry.. Entry 
forms will be available online at Somers 
Historical Society’s Facebook page, Som-
ers Historical Society, located on the 3rd 
floor of the Elephant Hotel, or in the Som-
ers Library’s Jean Reidy Children’s Room. 
This year’s theme is The Elephant Rocks; 
Celebrating 190 Years of the Elephant Ho-
tel. There will be several judging catego-
ries, based on age. There will be one “Peo-
ple’s Choice” award in each category and 
one overall “Pastry Chef” award.  Win-
ning entries will be displayed in Somers 
Library from Dec. 14 thr9ugh 30.In the 
event of inclement weather, the festival 
will follow the same schedule as the Town 
of Somers Holiday Tree Lighting Festivi-
ties. Non-winning entries must be picked 
up between 3 and 4 p.m. on Dec. 13. Win-
ning Entries must be removed from Li-
brary by close of business on Dec. 30. 

Holiday Sale/Wine Tasting: Peekskill 
Clay Studios is hosting its annual Wine 
Tasting Fundraiser for the Peekskill Edu-
cation Foundation in conjunction with 
our holiday pottery sale. The Peekskill 

Education Foundation provides opportu-
nities for special, grant driven enrichment 
projects within the Peekskill City Schools. 
The wine tasting will take place from 4 
to 6 p.m. and requires a $25 donation. In 
addition to the funds raised by the wine 
tasting, our studio will give a portion of all 
sales made this weekend to the PEF. The 
holiday pottery sale is open from 11-5 
each Saturday and Sunday from Dec. 20. 
Info: peekskillclaystudios.com.

Somers Holiday Concert: A Holiday 
Concert & Sing-Along with the Joey D. 
Jazz Ensemble will be held at 2 p.m. at 
the Somers Library. The concert is being 
sponsored by the Friends of the Som-
ers Library. Registration is not required 
for this free concert. Seating will be on a 
first-come, first-seated basis. Info: 914-
232-5717.  

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com

Yorktown Menorah Lighting: The 

Yorktown Public Menorah Lighting Cer-
emony will be held at 4 p.m. at the Jack 
DeVito Gazebo on Veterans Road (next 
to the Yorktown Stage). Enjoy an amaz-
ing fire juggling show. Traditional latkas, 
doughnuts, chocolate gelt and dreidels 
will be available. Free light-up Menorah 
necklaces will be given to all participants. 
No Charge. Come and bring a friend. For 
more information call 914-962-1111, or 
visit www.ChabadYorktown.com. 

Somers Menorah Lighting: The Som-
ers Public Menorah Lighting Ceremony 
will be held at 6 p.m,, outside the Elephant 
Hotel, located on Routes 100 and 202. 
Traditional latkas, doughnuts, chocolate 
gelt and dreidels will be available. For 
more information e-mail Mitchel at NY-
C1Mitch@aol.com.

First Hebrew Hanukkah: Two 
Hanukkah programs have been scheduled 
for First Hebrew, 1821 Main St., Peekskill, 
just west of the Beach Shopping Center. 
Celebrate the beginning of Hanukkah on 
Dec. 6 at 4 p.m. for songs and a celebration 
as the first candle is lit on the giant outdoor 
menorah. No RSVP is necessary but call 
914-739-0500 or e-mail fhc@firsthebrew.
org for information. A Hanukkah Family 
Dinner with the Jewish Learning Experi-
ence will be held on Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. Bring 
the family for some delicious chicken (or 
vegetarian option), latkes, salad and des-
serts. Enjoy Hanukkah songs and games. 
Cost: $18 per person or $10 for children 
under 13. RSVP to rabbi@firsthebrew.org 

or call 914-739-0500.  Visit www.firsthe-
brew.org for more information about the 
programs. 

Russian Christmas Concert:  A 
Taghkanic Chorale’s Russian Christmas 
Concert featuring Russian choral music 
by classical masters Bortniansky, Katalsky, 
Stravinsky, Chesnokov, Rachmaninoff, 
Gretchaninoff and Taverner will be held 
at 4 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church, 
7 S. Highland Ave., Ossining. Adults: $25. 
Seniors: $22. Students: $12. Children un-
der 12 accompanied by an adult will be 
admitted for free. Info and tickets: 914-
737-6707 or taghkanicchorale.org.

Bingo: Bingo will be played tonight 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The doors will open at 5 
p.m. and play begins at 6:30 p.m. There 
will be $3,000 in prizes awarded during 
each Sunday session. Food will be avail-
able. Info: 914-245-2324 or yorktownjew-
ishcenter.org.

Monday, Dec. 14
Pirkei Class:  Every first and third 

Monday of the month at 11 a.m. at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd., Rabbi Urbas conducts a Pirkei class 
which discusses Jewish ethics. Everyone 
is welcome. Info: 914-245-2324 or york-
townjewishcenter.org. 

Free Jazz Sessions: Free Jazz Jam Ses-
sions are being held every Monday at The 
Winery at St. George, 1715 E. Main St., 
Mohegan Lake. Info: 914-455-4272. 
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ACROSS
1 Hydro-massage facility
4 Fat letters
7 Ladies’ wear
10 Yonder ship
11 Weather report backdrop
12 Attention
13 Evil warrior in “The Lord of 
the Rings”
14 Mexican neighbor (abbr.)
15 Target
16 Saudi Arabian money
18 Curving, twisting line, shape 
or form or Mahopac
frozen yogurt shop
20 Anticlimax
22 Stuff to be crunched
23 Say again
26 Campaigner’s greeting
29 Moguls
32 The Grinch’s season
33 Detergent brand
34 Best guess: abbr.
36 Rest
37 Skipping contraction
38 ___plasm
39 Put the kibosh on
40 Palindromic Bobbsey twin
41 Pig paddock

42 Lawyer’s thing

DOWN
1 Like the weakened Samson
2 Sentence ender
3 Secrets
4 Cassowary’s cousin
5 Cue stroke
6 Brought forth
7 Tolerate
8 Train track
9 Prepares for battle
17 “Hands off me!”
19 The __ and Scratchy show
21 If Valerie Bertinelli and Ben 
Kingsley were an item or
gourmet deli in Somers
24 Truck
25 How some people shop
27 Thing for the plus column
28 Homeowner’s documents
29 Gas used in signs
30 Carpentry calculation
31 Type of owl
35 Christmas present, often

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

Across

1 Hydro-massage facility

4 Fat letters

7 Ladies' wear

10 Yonder ship

11 Weather report backdrop

12 Attention

13 Evil warrior in "The Lord of the Rings"

14 Mexican neighbor (abbr.)

15 Target

16 Saudi Arabian money

18 Curving, twisting line, shape or form or Mahopac 
frozen yogurt shop

20 Anticlimax

22 Stuff to be crunched

23 Say again

26 Campaigner's greeting

29 Moguls

32 The Grinch's season

33 Detergent brand

34 Best guess: abbr.

36 Rest

37 Skipping contraction

38 ___plasm

39 Put the kibosh on

40 Palindromic Bobbsey twin

41 Pig paddock

42 Lawyer's thing

Down

1 Like the weakened Samson

2 Sentence ender

3 Secrets

4 Cassowary's cousin

5 Cue stroke

6 Brought forth

7 Tolerate

8 Train track

9 Prepares for battle

17 "Hands off me!"

19 The __ and Scratchy show

21 If Valerie Bertinelli and Ben Kingsley were an item or 
gourmet deli in Somers

24 Truck

25 How some people shop

27 Thing for the plus column

28 Homeowner's documents

29 Gas used in signs

30 Carpentry calculation

31 Type of owl

35 Christmas present, often

Crossword

 Solution on page  26

*See dealer for details. Picture for illustration purposes only. Restrictions apply. Sale is on select eligible
2015 GMC Sierra’s.Ends December 31, 2015. Not responsible for typographical errors.

All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr with $2999 down, plus first payment, bank fee, taxes and dmv Residuals:  Terrain  8964/17211, Sierra 10101/25045 and Acadia 8964/22826.Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 12/16/15.
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 Solution on page  26

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 120815

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifi eds@the
examinernews.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
weekʼs publication

ADOPTION
My greatest wish is to adopt a baby. A 
loving home awaits with secure, educated 
woman. Expenses paid. Call Anne-Mi-
chele 1-877-246-1447. Text 516-305-0144 
or www.amadopt.info

ADOPTION: Loving Indian-American 
couple to adopt a newborn. Expenses 
paid. Excited to help plan a happy life for 
your child. www.isaacandpiaadopt.com. 
888-505-3696. Text 929-286-2677.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
33 45 RPM Records, 100 + VHS Movies 
and a Polaroid Camera. $100 FOR ALL.  
Please call for more details (914) 218-
8704

HEALTH & BEAUTY
We did not create AGELESS LIVING, 
We Perfected IT! YOULab Global o� ers 
age-defying products for your skincare 
and nutrition concerns. Visit: http://clm-
global.youlabproducts.com or call: 731-
616-5333

HELP WANTED
TUTOR AT  KENT  LIBRARY To help 
middle school and elementary school stu-
dents with their homework. Must be reli-
able and able to keep to a regular schedule.   
6 to 8 hours a week, a� er school and on 
Saturdays. Pro� ciency in Spanish pre-
ferred.   $9.30 to $10.25 per hour.  Please 
send resume  to cdonick@kentlibrary.
org, and mention  “tutor” in subject line.
  
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certi� ed Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for quali� ed students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414 
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
� led with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. O©  ce location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 

upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation � led with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. O©  ce location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

Notice of Formation of  M&R Account 
Services LLC Art. Of Org. � led with 
SSNY on 10/14/2015. O©  ce Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to:  M&R Account Services LLC, 
29 Scenic Dr Apt O, Croton on Hudson, 
NY 10520 Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Frawley Coach-
ing, LLC. Arts of Org. � led with NY Secy 
of State (SSNY) on 9/4/15. O©  ce loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Dovetail DB LLC 
Arts of Org. � led with Secy. of State of 
NY(SSNY) on 9/15/2015. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 55 East 76th St., 1D, NY, 
NY 10021. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TTL 
Photography, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion � led with Secy. Of State ofN.Y.(SSNY) 
on 09/16/2015. O©  ce location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated agent whom 
process may be served and shall copy of 

process against LLC to principle business 
address: 1304 Midland Avenue, Ste. B-60, 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10704. Purpose:any lawful 
act.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

TOP $$ PAID for: vintage/antique paint-
ings, silver, clocks, jewelry, bric-a-brac, 
etc.  Call Kaye 914.382.1950

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

WANTED TO BUY
TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded Lifeline 
Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline bene�ts are limited to one per household. 
A household is de�ned, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals, who live 
together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes 
violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may 
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline bene�t can be 
punished by �ne, imprisonment, or can be barred from the program. Customers must present proper documentation 
proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. Your information will be validated against public records and any 
discrepancies could result in delays or denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may qualify 
for a free phone* + 250 Minutes & Unlimited Texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

Pet Of The Week: 
K 
E 
N 
Z 
I 
E 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

She wants to be 
loved & cherished!  
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  December 8 - December 14, 2015                                                                                                     SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                 SPORTS SECTION

Peekskill senior G Lanay Rodney was swishing and dishing last Wednesday when the 2015 Class A runner-up Red Devils opened the season with a 56-32 victory over Class AA Mahopac and Carly Pease (trailing). 
Rodney, a 2015 first-team All-NYS selection, looked to be in mid-season form, finishing with a game-high 17 points while teammate Sandra Murphy added 16 and looked like a powerful paint presence... see 
Girls’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Now 
Watch me 

Swish... 
Watch 

Me Lanay!
Peekskill Breaks a Leg, Beats Mahopac, 56-32

Order on the Court! Hoops Tip-Off 2015-16
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Boys’ Hoops NotebookSports

Put Valley Guts out Lakeland Tourney Title over Carmel
Ossining’s Griffin Bursts onto Scene, Snags Sleepy MVP Nod
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Class B Putnam Valley (2-0), by far the 
smallest school in the Carolyn Conroy 
Memorial Tournament at Lakeland 
High last weekend, conquered a pair of 
Class AA schools – Horace Greeley and 
runner-up Carmel -- to waltz off with 
the tournament title behind an MVP 
performance from senior G Anders 
Spittal, an All-Tournament nod from 
senior G Harrison Deegan and an all-
around solid team effort.

Without putting the cart before the 
horse, it can be said that Coach Mike 
McDonnell’s Tigers asserted themselves 
as serious Class B title contenders after 
a solid second-half effort that led to a 
37-27 victory over Carmel last Saturday 
and a 61-39 thumping of the Quakers last 
Thursday.

After a moribund first half against 
Carmel, the Tigers were a revenant pack 
against the Rams in the second half, 
spearheaded by senior F Joe Spinola who 
scored five quick point to trigger an 18-4 
third-quarter run that sealed the deal for 
PV. Carmel smothered the Tigers in the 
first half, making the Tigers pay for every 

shot they took with a tough, aggressive 
brand of defense the Rams will need to 
play with all season. Carmel is short on 
pure finishers this season, and a tough 
defensive mindset is THE ONLY THING 
that is going to keep them competitive 
throughout.

“We don’t have a whole lot of scoring 
we can rely on, so we need to bring it 

defensively,” said All-League Carmel 
swingman Ryan Train (7 points), sporting 
a welt above his eye and some evident 
pain below the belt after mixing it up with 
the Tigers. 

PV finally got things going in transition 
in the third quarter, with G Kevin Gallagher 
(4 points, 5 assists) sifting through the 
Rams to find open teammates; Spittal 
(12 points), Deegan (10) and Spinola (7). 
Charlie Pagani was a force on the boards 
for the Tigers. Dan Walsh (2 3’s) led the 
Rams with eight points. Quinn Willman 
added five points while Train and Matt 
Haughney each plucked 11 rebounds.

In the Valley’s opening-day romp of 
Horace Greeley, Deegan dropped a game-
best 20 points, including a pair of slam 
dunks that electrified the PV crowd, 
which turned out strong both nights. 
Spittal went for 19 points, hitting on 4 of 5 
from downtown. 

Carmel is going to need well-round 
contributions like the one the Rams got 
in a 42-38 win over the Hornets in the 
opening round of the Lakeland tourney, 
including Ryan Train (10 points, 4 assists, 
4 steals), Matt Haughney (11 points , 6 
assists), Isaiah Fredericks (6 points, 3 
assists), Dan Walsh (6 points) and Ryan 
Sullivan (4 points, 1 assist).

Lakeland was led by Nick Fazio (13 
points, 8 boards), Trevor McCarthy (5 

boards, 5 assists), 
Nick Jarosz (4 points, 
7 boards) and Jaz 
Burton (8 points). We 
certainly expected a 
better showing from 
the Hornets, and 
fully expect them 
to turn around the 
disappointing start.
Yorktown 53, Panas 46

It was the Nick 
DeGennaro show as 
the Husker hotshot 
torched cords for 24 
points (3 treys) while 
grabbing five boards 
and dishing five 
assists on opening 
night. Junior F Tanner 
Dyslin impressed 
in his debut with 11 
points. Panas was led 
by Brandon Ramos, 
who scored 15 points 
and grabbed six 
rebounds. Brandon 
Hodge and Shakiem 
White went for 10 
points each.

“Kind of what 
I expected; some 
good, some bad,” Panas boss 

Shawn Sullivan said. “Offensively, we 
need to make much better decisions with 
the ball and find a few consistent scores. 
Defensively, our intensity needs to pick 
up. We can't let teams do what they want 
and expect to win. Like last year, we are 
going to go through some growing pains 
this month. I see a lot of potential with 
this group.”
Croton 49, Pal. Prep 45

Charlie Goldberg dropped 17 points to 
lead the Tigers. F Garrett Lynch notched 
a double-double with 14 points and 11 
rebounds. F Eli Reyer added seven point 
and eight rebounds while Frank Addeo 
pitched in with 10 rebounds.
Putnam/NWE Top 5 Pre-Season Hoops Poll

No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s first six players are as well-
rounded as any in Class B and I’ll be 
shocked if they fail to reach a fourth-
straight Final 4 this March.

No.2 OSSINING – I like Coach Casey’s 
2-0 Pride’s chances of being 4-0 before 
their huge early-season showdown with 
Fox Lane on Dec. 16, which should be a 
true indicator of whether or not Ossining 
is a ready-for-prime-time player. Allen 
Griffin had 25 points and Obie Toppin 
added 14 and A.J. Stokeley had 12 in 
season-opening 74-44 win over Gorton. 
Toppin then had 29 in 67-60 tourney 

win over rival Sleepy Hollow and Griffin 
secured an MVP nod. This Griffin is truth 
and the kind of addition that could have 
the Pride snagging a league title in early 
Feb.

It’s been a number of years since the 
Pride were truly relevant on the boys’ 
hoop circuit, having long lived in the vast 

Lakeland’s John Mule’ takes a run at Somers’ Jack Gilroy in 
Hornets’ 45-38 win over Tuskers last Tuesday.

Carmel’s Brendan Cody is met by Put Valley’s Anders Spittal in 
Tigers’ tourney title win over Rams.

Put Valley senior G Harrison Deegan throws 
down one of  two dunks in romp of  Greeley last 
Thursday.

Put Valley’s Charlie Pagani goes up for shot in win 
over Carmel.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS
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Boys’ Hoops NotebookSports

shadow of Coach Dan Ricci’s three-time 
reigning NYS champion girls’ program. 
But ya get the feeling this year could be 
a special one if Ossining can continue to 
evolve under Casey, a first-year coach who 

the players really like playing 
for.

“It was a nice tournament 
win for the program,” Coach 
Casey said. “Gorton who was 
athletic like us and were able 
to use a late first-half run to 
gain confidence, which led 
us to the win. We were in 
for a battle playing Sleepy at 
Sleepy for their tournament 
championship, so it was a 
good test for us. We wanted to 
match their intensity the entire 
game and we felt like we did 
a nice job of that. The game 
was close throughout, and we 
expected them to make a run 
and they did, taking the lead 
with a couple minutes to go. 
We were proud of the way our 
kids responded, not getting 
frustrated and understanding 
that basketball is a game of 
runs and we were confident 
we had one left in us. It was a 
battle though.”

No.3 YORKTOWN – 
DeGennaro’s stat line was 
well rounded and dynamic 
in win over Panas: 24 points, 
five rebounds and five assists 
and three steals. This Husker 

program and its players exudes a collective 
mind-over-matter mentality now and it’s 
evident from the opening tip, I’m told.

No.4 HEN HUD – Nick Marra scored 
10 points and copped 
eight steals while 
Thomas Maloney 
added nine points for 
the Sailors in a 58-40 
win over Somers (0-
2). Marc Maestri led 
the youthful Tuskers 
with 10 points, and 
things got a little 
testy in the end. As 
a result, the Sailors 
will be without All-
Section swingman 
Jesse Breeding when 
they tip off in the 
opening round of the 
Roosevelt tourney. 
J.B. cannot get baited 
like that in the 
future, he’s too dang 
valuable.

No.5 CROTON 
– No real stars here 
but Coach B.T’s. 
Tigers (2-0) have 
some chemistry and 
a yeoman’s effort each 
night out, and it was 
on display in a 60-53 
win over Bronxville. 
Goldenberg and 
Lynch had 12 points 
each. Reyer was key 

with 10 in the first half. Rory Parker and 
Connor Moore had nine points each. This 
unit will only improve.

HM CARMEL – Opening-day win 
over Lakeland put the Rams on the map 
and blows the Hornets, who placed last  

in their own tourney,  
clear off.

HM PEEKSKILL – 
Until the Red Devs show 
us what they can do, all we 
have to go off of is last year, 
which was unspectacular 
at best. My guess is 
swingman CJ Redd keeps 
them close most nights 
and their success is 
dependent upon whether 
or not they commit to 
defense the way ghosts’ of 
Peekskill past used to.

HM MAHOPAC – 
Without F Dan Foley 
(back injury) in the lineup 
until after the holiday 
break at the earliest, the 
Indians will be without 
their No.1 option for quite 
some time, so we’re gonna 
pull the plug on the tribe 
being a top 5 team until 
further notice. Let’s see  
if the next man up can 
hold his own during 
Foley’s absence.

Lakeland’s Trevor McCarthy goes for two as Somers’ Chris 
DiCintio defends in Hornets’ 45-38 win over Tuskers last 
Tuesday.

Put Valley freshman Darnell Shillingford scores the first two points of  what 
could be a glorious high school career.

Carmel’s Ryan Train buys some hang time in an effort to thwart Put Valley’s Harrison Deegan in Tigers’ 
tourney win over Rams.

Carmel’s Danny Walsh draws a charge on Put Valley’s Joe Spinola in 
Tigers tourney title win over Rams.
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Mahopac Snags Lakeland Tourney Title, Pease MVP
Panas Opens Strong in Win over Yorktown; Ossining Opens with Lourdes
By Tony Pinciaro

Following a loss, especially to a high-
caliber opponent, a coach is always 
anxious to see how his or her team 
responds in its next game.

MAHOPAC opened the season with a 
loss to a Peekskill team that reached the 
2015 Section 1 Class A Girls’ Basketball 
championship semifinals. The Indians 
proved that, collectively, they have a short 
memory showing that the Peekskill game 
was a distant memory in responding by 
winning the Lakeland Tournament with 
victories over Clarkstown North, 47-41, 
and Horace Greeley, in the final, 46-29.

“Peekskill is a tough team to open with,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. 
“We had some trouble putting the ball in 
the basket in the first quarter, but after the 
first quarter I was happy with our effort 
and our play.”

Carly Pease, who scored 28 points in the 
two games, was named the tournament 
most valuable player. Amanda Geyer, who 
finished with 23 points in the tournament, 
was chosen to the all-tournament team.

“Our defense was good, although it is 
still a work in progress,” said Scozzafava 
of the win over Clarkstown North. 
“Offensively, we played well in spurts. I 
was happy with our effort.

“Against Greeley, we played well 
defensively and shot the ball better.” he 
added. “Tara Ravoli’s play on the boards 

and on defense was big for us.”
Pease netted a game-high 17 points 

against Greeley and 
Geyer added 11.

PEEKSKILL was 
simply too much for the 
Indians in the season 
opener for both clubs, as 
All-NYS G Lanay Rodney 
dropped 17 points and 
Sandra Murphy added 16 
for the Red Devs.

WALTER PANAS 
opened its season with 
a 52-51 victory over 
YORKTOWN. The final 
score was indicative of 
Panas’ control as the 
Panthers held an 18-point 
lead midway through the 
third quarter. However, 
the Cornhuskers had a 
determined second-half 
charge which threw a 
scare into the Panthers.

“We shot the ball 
well, early, and handled 
their pressure,” Panas 
coach Matt Evangelista 
said. “Honestly, credit 
Yorktown as they 
increased their intensity 
and pressure.”

Alyssa Francese 
led Yorktown’s rally, 
finishing with a game-
high 24 points.

Kristen Kelly paced 
Panas with 16 points, 
Carlyn Mucci chipped 
in with 11 and Danielle 
Meranted added 10.

Evangelista and 
Yorktown coach Kevin 
Clark both cited their 
respective teams for 
not converting at the 
free-throw line.

Despite the loss, 
Clark was pleased 
with his team’s 
determination.

“It was really a 
superior effort,” Clark 
said. “It 
would have 
been easy to 
stop playing 
being down 
by as many 
as 19 points 
in the 
second half, 
but the girls 
dug deep 

and fought back right until 
the final horn.”

LAKELAND, like 
Mahopac, lost it season-
opener, 47-42 in a first-
round game of the Hornets’ 
tournament, but the Hornets 
rebounded with a 46-39 
triumph of Clarkstown 
North in the consolation 
game.

Colleen Walsh pumped 
in a game-high 25 points 
against Clarkstown North. 
She also had 13 points 
against Greeley.

“We were successful 
against Clarkstown 
North because everyone 
contributed,” Lakeland 
coach Miranda Lustig said. 
“Colleen led the way, but our 
other players came off the 
bench and stepped up when 
we needed it. Val Potenza 
and Jess Ascencao gave us 
extra energy we needed to 
push forward when we were 
in a lull.”

Alexa Cole and Walsh 
each had 13 points and 
Rieley Walsh added eight 

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Mahopac’s Natalie Scanlon is denied by Peekskill’s Sandra Murphy 
in Red Devil win.

Peekskill’s Nyrie Holliman scores and two in win over Mahopac last 
Wednesday. Peekskill’s Clare Taylor fires J with Mahopac’s Kim Schiera on guard.

Mahopac’s Kim Schiera takes a run at Peekskill’s 
Lanay Rodney in Indian loss to Red Devs.
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against Greeley.
“It was a close game 

all the way through, 
but we went 10 for 
24 from the foul line 
which hurt us and our 
inexperienced youth 
showed during the 
final two minutes,” 
Lustig said.

BREWSTER cruised 
in its season-opener – 
63-20 over CROTON 
– as Dayja Medina 
finished with a game-
high 19 points, along 
with four assists and 
three steals. Frannie 
Merkel added 10 
points, 14 rebounds 
and four blocked shots, 
Julia Borsari also had 
10 points, and three 
steals, and Maggie 
DePaoli contributed 
eight points.

“We did a good job 
of forcing turnovers 
and getting ahead in 
transition,” Brewster 
coach Mike Castaldo 
said. “The girls also did 
a great job of sharing 
the ball on offense and 
we shot extremely well 
from the outside.”

Brewster followed 

this up with a 62-46 win 
over rival, CARMEL, 
in the Ronnie Weaver 
Memorial Tournament.

Carmel opened its 
season with a pair of 
games in the Ronnie Weaver Memorial 
Tournament, sponsored by the Lady 
Rams’ Basketball Booster Club.

Unfortunately for the Rams, neither 
Harrison nor Brewster were very 
accomodating guests as the Huskies 
prevailed, 61-52, and Brewster won, 62-
46.

"Opening our season against two very 
good teams was a tough test for our young 
squad," Carmel coach Dan O’Hare said. 
“Offensively, we were consistent, but 
plagued by turnovers. I think we will see 
a lot of improvement from game to game 
as our freshmen and sophomores become 
more acclimated to varsity play.”

Freshman Claire Cody had 17 points and 
six assists against Harrison and 14 points 
against Brewster. Senior Hana Riddle 
scored 13 and 12 points, respectively, 
against Brewster and Harrison.

HALDANE, the 2015 Section 1 Class C 
champions, began the season with a 52-
24 victory over Palisades Prep as Marissa 
Lisikatos scored a team-leading 13 points. 
Hanna Monteleone and Alezy Ciquanta 
scored 10 points apiece.

The Blue Devils have a busy week 
ahead and will be traveling. They will 
have played R.C. Ketcham, Monday, 
Woodlands, Tuesday, and John Jay-Cross 

River, Thursday, in a first-round game of 
the Hamilton Tournament.

OSSINING is the lone area team that 
did not play. The Pride begin its defense 
of the sectional and state championship, 
Tuesday, against Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Ossining has beaten Lourdes in the last 
two Section 1 Class AA title games.

Senior Shadeen Samuels is looking 
forward to Tuesday, especially after a 
promising preseason.

“I believe that we have a very strong 
team from the first person off the bench to 
the last and if we play like we are capable 
of playing, we will have a great season,” 
Samuels said. “Lourdes is a very good 
team so we have to come into this game 
confident. We have played them multiple 
times. They know our style of play so this 
won’t be easy. But, I am excited.”

As is the better part of Ossining, which 
is expecting to pick up right where it left 
off.

Local girls’ basketball coaches are 
strongly encouraged to contact beat writer 
Tony Pinciaro at tfinch23@optonline.net 
after each game or no later than Sunday 
mornings with a weekly recap.

Peekskill’s Sandra Murphy gains the paint on Mahopac’s Carly Pease 
in Red Devil win over Indians.

Mahopac’s Amanda McCarney pounds the paint in Lakeland tourney 
title championship over Greeley last Saturday.

Mahopac’s Amanda Geyer fight off  a double team in loss to Peekskill 
last Wednesday.

Mahopac’s Carly Pease shows the form that earned her an MVP nod in 
the Lakeland tourney last Saturday.
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Lakeland’s Eric Pombo (11) and the Hornets came out flying against Carmel’s Matt Haughney and the Rams last Friday night, but the Rams closed out strong and sent the Hornets packing in a 42-38 opening-
round loss at the Carolyn Conroy Memorial Tournament where the hosts finished fourth after falling to Greeley in Saturday’s consolation round... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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