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By Rick Pezzullo
Plans for a new shopping center across 

from the Cortlandt Town Center re-
ceived mixed reviews from residents at a 
public hearing last week.

Acadia Realty, owners of the 850,000 
square feet Town Center, is proposing 
a total of approximately 170,000 square 
feet of retail space on 17 acres of the 
36-acre property on Route 6. � e prop-
erty currently is mixed zoned, 27 acres 
of which are residential. Acadia is asking 
the Town Board to rezone seven addi-
tional acres to commercial to make room 
for the shopping center and the remain-
ing 19 will be le�  undisturbed.

“� e project provides new stores and 
services that we feel the town should 

have,” said David Steinmetz, attorney for 
Acadia. “� is project is absolutely � scally 
bene� cial to the town and the commu-
nity. We think for Acadia and this com-
munity this represents some wonderful 
opportunities.”

While no speci� c businesses were 
mentioned for Cortlandt Crossing, the 
Dra�  Environmental Impact Statement 
outlines three separate retail stores in the 
rear of the property (50,000 square feet, 
30,000 square feet and 25,000 square feet) 
with a 38,500-square-foot � tness center 
slated on top of the 50,000-square-foot 
business.

In the front of the site, plans are out-
lined for a 13,500-square-foot retailer, 
an 8,420-square-foot restaurant and a 

3,500-square-foot bank. Also included 
in the layout are 756 parking spaces and 
780 new trees.

� e project, which will undergo a site 
plan review from the town’s Planning 
Board, is expected to provide the Town 
of Cortlandt and Lakeland School Dis-
trict with $1.4 to $1.7 million in property 
taxes annually. Currently, the property 
generates $71,000 in taxes.

“I see a lot of positives here. � is is 
an opportunity for many reasons,” said 
David Wahl of Conklin Avenue. “I don’t 
think this opportunity arises every day. 
Everything has its time. � is is its time.”

Ray Reber, speaking on behalf of the 

Mini-Town Center Project Draws Mixed Reviews in Cortlandt

By Rick Pezzullo
Former Yorktown Comptroller Joan 

Goldberg has reimbursed the town for 
181 days of unused vacation time that 
she cashed out when she resigned in Sep-
tember 2012 a� er a state Supreme Court 
judge ruled in the town’s favor earlier this 
month.

Town Attorney Jeannette Koster con-
� rmed the town received $42,957, plus 
a small amount of interest, last � urs-
day from Goldberg, who worked for 
Yorktown for 16 years before leaving to 
become administrator for the Town of 
North Castle.

Koster said the town would be � ling 
amended 2012 tax returns to try to re-
cover $33,637 that was deducted in taxes 
from the gross payment of $76,595 and 

was paid to the Internal Revenue Service 
and New York State.

“� e Supreme Court correctly held 
that Ms. Goldberg did not have the right 
to accrue and cash out 181 days of vaca-
tion time,” Koster said. “We never would 
have pursued this lawsuit if there was any 
doubt that it didn’t favor the town. � ere 
was no question the law was very clear.”

In a January 8 decision, Acting Su-
preme Court Justice Robert Neary point-
ed out it wasn’t until December 2012 
that the Town Board passed a resolution 
outlining the town’s vacation policy for 
department heads.

“� e absence of a properly document-
ed agreement or policy works against the 
employee and not the town as case law is 

Ex-Yorktown Comptroller Ordered 
to Repay Town for Vacation Time

continued on page 4
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A  Moe-mentous  Debut
Moe’s Southwest Grill at the Cortlandt Town Center opened to long lines last week as local 
residents were anxious to try the new eatery. On Thursday, 50 lucky customers received a gift 
card for one free burrito every week for a year. On Friday, Westchester County Legislator John 
Testa (R,C/Peekskill) participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony with franchise partner Jonathan 
Trager (far right), human relations manager Amber Hawxhurst and Trager’s 100-year-old 
grandmother Gussie Kavanagh.

RICK PEZZULLO PHOTO
Domenick Esposito speaks out against Cortlandt 
Crossing last week. continued on page 6
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By Sue Guzman
Westchester County officials an-

nounced the arrest last Tuesday of 20 
people on charges of selling heroin in 
northern Westchester County, bringing 
to 125 the total number of heroin-related 
arrests since a task force was formed a 
year ago.

Most were charged with felony counts 
of Criminal Sale of a Controlled Sub-
stance third Degree with Intent to Sell 
and Criminal Possession of a Controlled 
Substance third Degree.

Seven police departments, including 
Peekskill, Buchanan, Bedford, Croton-
on-Hudson, Yorktown, Mount Kisco and 
Ossining, took part in the initiative along 
with Westchester County Police, according 
to George Longworth, commissioner of 
the county force. The arrests include those 
suspected of being street-level dealers as 
well as distributors and were the result of 
thousands of hours of investigation, sur-
veillance, undercover buys and wiretaps.

“Some people may think that heroin is 
only an inner city problem, but it is not.” 
said Longworth, “The Northern Narcot-
ics Initiative reminds us that heroin is 
being sold on tree-lined streets and is be-
ing used and used by young people who 
live in comfortable homes and circum-
stances.”

The Northern Narcotics Initiative 

began in January 2014 in response to a 
surge in heroin use and a rash of heroin-
related deaths in 2013.

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino said while the latest arrests 
were significant, the fight against heroin 
and other narcotics in northern Westch-
ester is far from over. 

 “This is not an episode of Breaking 
Bad. Nobody’s rooting for the bad guys. 
In fact, our message to the bad guys try-
ing to put heroin in our children and our 
schools, is that we’re coming after you. 
It’s not acceptable and we’re going after 
you with everything that we’ve got,” As-
torino remarked.

Preet Bharara, the U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of New York, said 
15 of those arrested are facing federal 
charges of conspiring to distribute hero-
in, crack cocaine and powder cocaine in 
and around Westchester County between 
January 2014 through January 2015. The 
15 were presented in White Plains feder-
al court before U.S. Magistrate Judge Ju-
dith C. McCarthy and in most cases are 
facing up to life in prison if found guilty.

 “With the scourge of drugs often 
comes addiction and violence that can 
cripple a community. We will continue 
to dismantle the infrastructure for dis-
tributing heroin and cocaine, wherever 

we find it,” said FBI Assistant Director-
in-Charge Venizelos. 

Peekskill is among the seven munici-
palities participating in the heroin-bust-
ing initiative. Peekskill Police Chief Eric 
Johansen said the public has been instru-
mental in leading police to the suspected 
dealers and distributors.

“They consistently phone in tips, email 
tips—most of them anonymous—which 
is much appreciated,” said Johansen. 
“The public doesn’t want this in their 
neighborhoods and they certainly don’t 
want their children being affected by 
these drugs.”

According to Astorino, Westchester has 
trained more than 350 police officers from 
departments around the county, since last 
summer, to safely administer Narcan, an 
antidote to heroin and opiate overdoses.

In 2012, 41 people died of heroin over-
doses in Westchester. That number was 
up to 44 in 2013, and Astorino said it 
appears the trend is downward in 2014. 
Figures are still being compiled, he said. 
He credited better public awareness pro-
grams, particularly in schools, with the 
decrease in fatal heroin overdoses.

An estimated $1 million worth of 
drugs were seized since the initiative be-
gan a year ago. Longworth said the in-
vestigation is continuing and additional 
arrests are expected.

20 Heroin Arrests Made in Northern Westchester Bust

 Sue GuzMAn Photo
Westchester county executive Rob Astorino discusses the arrest of  20 suspected heroin dealers and 
distributors during a news conference last week. 
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By Rick Pezzullo
Candidates for a special election in 

March to fill two vacancies on the York-
town Town Board were chosen by the 
Democratic and Republican committees 
last week.

The Democrats met Thursday night 
and selected Rosanne Brackett, who has 
been a vocal opponent of Supervisor 
Michael Grace and the proposed natu-
ral gas pipeline, to run for the last 34 
months of former Councilman Terrence 
Murphy’s unexpired term. Murphy was 
elected to the state Senate in November.

Brackett will be going head-to-head 

with Republican and former Council-
man Gregory Bernard, who was given 
the nod by the GOP Committee Wednes-
day night.

Meanwhile, in a separate election to 
fill the last 10 months of former Coun-
cilman Nick Bianco’s unexpired term, 
Democrat Bob Giordano, president of 
the Yorktown Small Business Associa-
tion, will square off against Republican 
Tom Diana, who lost in a special election 
for a board vacancy in November to Su-
san Siegel.

The special election will take place on 
Tuesday, March 10 and the winners will 

take office immediately after the results 
are confirmed by the Westchester Coun-
ty Board of Elections.

The Town Board was given the option 
to hold a special election by 75% of vot-
ers in November in a special referendum. 
Prior to that, vacancies on the Town 
Board in Yorktown could only be filled 
by majority appointment, something the 
board was unable to accomplish despite 
several attempts.

Candidates Chosen for Special Election in Yorktown

Democratic candidates Bob Giordano and 
Rosanne Brackett. 

clear that in the absence of preexisting con-
tractual provision or legislative enactment, 
municipal employees are not entitled to re-
cover the monetary value of accrued cred-
its for vacation or sick time,” Neary stated.

However, while Neary ruled Goldberg 
was not entitled to the disputed funds, he 
noted, “The court finds that based on the 
record, (Goldberg’s) actions do not con-
stitute a conversion as it appears that there 
was a legitimate basis to conclude that she 
was authorized to disburse the funds in 
question. While incorrect, (Goldberg’s) 

actions do not rise to the level of a tort.”
Goldberg’s lawyer, Peter Wessel, said 

Friday his client has no plans to appeal 
Neary’s decision and mentioned a sec-
tion of his judgment that stated, “The 
petitioner/plaintiff ’s conclusion that she 
had properly accumulated unused vaca-
tion and sick time was completely rea-
sonable under the circumstances.”

Wessel also insisted that his comments 
on the matter, which included paragraph 
six in this story, be printed in its entirety.

“As the result of the town’s failure to 
have a properly documented agreement 

or policy specifically granting depart-
ment heads the right to accumulate 
four weeks’ vacation (and even though 
no other department head was required 
to return such funds that he or she re-
ceived), despite the equities, Justice 
Neary ruled that he was required to di-
rect Joan Goldberg to return the disput-
ed funds,” Wessel stated in an email.

“The court notes that the policies and 
practices with regard to certain aspects 
of town employment were not memo-
rialized in an appropriate manner dur-
ing the period that (Goldberg) was em-

ployed by the town. While it appears that 
the town had a policy, with some excep-
tions, of granting department heads four 
weeks’ vacation, that policy was never 
memorialized in a resolution or in any 
other appropriate form during the pe-
riod in question. It was not until Decem-
ber 2012 that the Town Board passed a 
resolution outlining the town’s vacation 
policy for department heads,” Wessel 
stated. “In the absence of specific legisla-
tive authority, even if a result of an over-
sight, (Goldberg) cannot recover funds 
from the town.”

Ex-Yorktown Comptroller Ordered to Repay Town for Vacation Time
continued from page 1
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By Rick Pezzullo
A report on the effects the expan-

sion of a proposed Algonquin natural 
gas pipeline would have on Westchester 
County-owned Blue Mountain Reserva-
tion in Cortlandt was reviewed by the 
Board of Legislators’ Labor, Parks, Plan-
ning & Housing Committee last week.

An independent environmental as-
sessment completed by the non-profit 
institute Hudsonia concluded the con-
struction activity of removing a 26-inch 
pipe that has been in the park since 1952 
and runs between Washington Street and 
Maple Avenue with a new 42-inch line 
would alter the natural landscape and 
biodiversity of the park.

“The proposed expansion will be high-
ly destructive to wetlands on and near 
the right-of-way, justifying comprehen-
sive and detailed species surveys to pro-
vide information for habitat and species 
protection and restoration,” said Dr. Erik 
Kiviat of Hudsonia.

Under an agreement with the coun-
ty that pertains to the current 26-inch 
pipe, Spectra, which is heading the con-
troversial pipeline project, has a perma-
nent six- foot easement around the pipe, 
as well as a 75-foot maintenance ease-
ment, which is used every few years. Ac-
cording to Spectra, 100 to 130 foot areas 
along the pipeline would also need to be 

utilized during the construction proc-
ess. This could be accomplished by the 
county granting a revocable license to 
use the land as opposed to issuing an 

easement. 
The proposed work would also tempo-

rarily affect six trails in Blue Mountain 
Reservation; two major ones and four 

small ones.
“What happens at Blue Mountain will 

set a precedent for other pipeline ex-
pansion projects,” said Majority Leader 
Catherine Borgia (D/Ossining), whose 
district covers a large portion of where 
the expanded pipeline will be built. “It 
makes sense to take a sufficient amount 
of time and effort to make sure that we 
have the information we need to protect 
the county’s natural resources before the 
work begins.”

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) will have the final 
say in granting a certificate to Spectra 
to go forward with the project. If all 
proper approvals are granted, Spectra 
would begin clearing the necessary 
land in the late winter or early spring 
of 2016 and anticipate work to be com-
pleted and the pipe to be in service by 
November 2016.

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation is hold-
ing two public hearings on the pipe-
line expansion this week. The first 
will take place on Wednesday, January 
21 in Brewster at the Henry H. Wells 
Middle School. The second will be 
held the next day at the Stony Point 
Community Center. Both hearings 
start at 6 p.m.

County Reviews Report on Pipeline Expansion in Cortlandt Park

toM StAuDteR Photo
Dr. erik kiviat, environmental lawyer John Parker and legislator Peter harckham show route of  pipeline 
through Blue Mountain Reservation. 
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Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce, said the chamber was a 
strong proponent of appropriate com-
mercial development like Cortlandt 
Crossing which will create jobs and en-
able residents to shop local.

“This is a very worthwhile project and 
the best use of that property,” Reber said.

Disagreeing wholeheartedly was Tony 
Czarnezki of Jo Drive who urged the 
Town Board to declare a moratorium on 
any new development along Route 6and 
Westbrook Drive.

“We simply cannot sustain another 
shopping center on Route 6,” Czarnezki 
maintained. “This defies logic and sound 
planning. It’s unwelcomed and ill-ad-
vised. We don’t want or need Cortlandt 
Crossing. Cortlandt Crossing is an invi-
tation to a dead mall party in the Town 

of Cortlandt.”
Siding with Czarnezki was Domenick 

Esposito of Lux Lane, who said town offi-
cials should not be enamored with a new 
traffic signal at the intersection of Bak-

er Street, and the 
creation of a town 
sewer district that 
would serve Cort-
landt Crossing, 
Mohegan Beer and 
Soda (which may 
have to relocate), 
and Pondview Es-
tates, an approved 
housing complex 
slated to replace 
Lakeview Cot-
tages. The public 
improvements are 
estimated to cost 
$4.85 million.

“Are we really looking to increase traf-
fic so we can have a traffic light? We’re not 
solving the problem, we’re compounding 
the problem,” Esposito remarked. “Do 

we need another restaurant? We have 
two across the street. Do we need an-
other supermarket? I can’t eat that much. 
We don’t need it. We need to preserve the 
land, not destroy it.”

According to a traffic study, Cortlandt 
Crossing will generate approximately 160 
trips during weekday a.m. peak hours, 
623 trips during weekday p.m. hours, 
and 809 trips during Saturday midday 
peak hours.

Steinmetz reminded the board Acadia 
could build a 90,000-square-foot com-
mercial building and residential homes 
on the property as-of-right but feels 
strongly in the plan it has proposed.

“This property will not remain in its 
current state. Something inevitably will 
happen,” he said.

The public hearing will continue at the 
Town Board’s February 10 meeting.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Verplanck waterfront area could 

become a recreational and entertainment 
hub as envisioned by the consultants of 
the Town of Cortlandt’s Sustainable 
Comprehensive Master Plan.

“There are many opportunities to 

bring people down to this area,” John Im-
biano of Landscape Architects told resi-
dents during a public outreach meeting 
at Cortlandt Town Hall last week.

Preliminary plans for the stretch of 
land at the end of Broadway on the edge 
of the Hudson River include a swim-

ming beach, environmental community 
center, an eagle watch plaza at Steamboat 
Dock, expanded walkway, food trucks, a 
restaurant and an amphitheater on the 
property where a trailer park currently 
exists but will be vacated by the end of 
next year.

Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi 
said the town is also planning to have 
a community garden at Lake Meahagh 
Park and unveil a movie and concert se-
ries this summer.

“It’s such a beautiful town and we’re 

Plans Unveiled for Verplanck in Cortlandt Master Plan

Aerial view of  proposed shopping center, shown at left.

Mini-Town Center Project Draws Mixed Reviews in Cortlandt
continued from page 1

continued on page 9
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By Rick Pezzullo
A sold out crowd of nearly 400 attend-

ees will be gathering at Colonial Terrace 
in Cortlandt Saturday to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of Commerce.

Incorporated on January 22, 1915 as 
the Peekskill Chamber of Commerce, the 
current chamber has 450 members and 
changed its name in 2002 to reflect the 
wider region that it serves.

“We are basically the entry into the 
community,” said Executive Director 
Deb Milone, who has led the chamber 
since 2010 after serving 18 years on its 
Board of Directors and four years as 
chairman. “The first place people go 
when they don’t know where to go is the 
Chamber of Commerce.”

While the primary mission of the cham-
ber is to promote and support business in 
Peekskill, Cortlandt, Croton and Putnam 
Valley, Milone stressed “we wear several 
hats” by creating programs for members 
that are educational and entertaining and 
getting involved in the community through 
sponsoring events and groups.

The chamber also gives out more than 
$7,000 in scholarships annually to six lo-
cal high schools.

“I’m a big believer in grassroots mar-
keting, getting organizations out into the 
public eye,” Milone said from her office 

on South Division Street in downtown 
Peekskill. “I’m making us visible. I’ve 
tried and I will continue to pursue being 
known as a regional chamber of com-
merce but we’re located in downtown 
Peekskill and we’re proud to be located 
here.”

As part of its centennial celebration, 
the chamber will honor 20 businesses 
that have been in existence in the area 
for more than 100 years. The businesses, 
companies and individuals being rec-
ognized are: Dorsey-Carlone Funeral 

Home; N. Dain’s Sons, Inc.; Arthur 
Weeks & Son Jewelers; Bethel; The Ber-
toline Family; F.A. Burchetta Electric; 
Cole’s Market; New York Presbyterian 
Hudson Valley Hospital; Columbian 
Engine Co. No. 1; Cortlandt Hook and 
Ladder Co. No. 1; Washington Engine 
Co. No. 2; Columbian Hose Co. No. 1; 
Centennial Hose Co. No. 4; Peekskill 
Yacht Club; The Field Library; Christo-
pher Columbus Society; Knights of Co-
lumbus; The Lincoln Society; Free and 
Accepted Masons Courtlandt Lodge #34; 

and Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, 
Peekskill Lodge #744.

Unlike other area chamber of com-
merce’s that have decided to endorse 
political candidates, Milone said the 
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 
Commerce is “a-political.”

“We have to be objective. You have 
to work with whoever the administra-
tion is,” Milone said. “I think we have 
good relationships with the municipali-
ties. We’ve been fair. We don’t come out 
shooting from the hip.”

In 1945 the chamber held a three-day 
extravaganza called The Hudson Val-
ley Exposition at the Armory on Wash-
ington Street, followed the next year by 
a five-day Chamber Expo at Peekskill 
Stadium on Welcher Avenue where the 
A&P is now located.

Milone and the chamber have de-
cided to bring that excitement back this 
year by scheduling the Hudson Valley 
Exposition on Saturday, August 1 from 
noon to 9 p.m. at Peekskill’s Riverfront 
Green Park with an array of music, food, 
fun and entertainment for children and 
adults to enjoy.

“It’s been a wonderful journey of an 
exploration of our history. You see how 
much has changed,” Milone said. “It’s 
such a pleasure to be the executive direc-
tor as we enter into our second century.”

HV Gateway Chamber of Commerce to Celebrate Major Milestone

Businesses on South Street in Peekskill’s past.
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Letters

Dear Supervisor Grace
I am dismayed, disappointed and ex-

tremely upset with your resolution for ap-
proval of a Special Use Permit for 482 Un-
derhill Avenue at the Sept. 6th  Town Board 
meeting.    The proposed resolution is in 
direct conflict with planning and zoning 
principals and is not in the best interest of 
Yorktown.  It appears to be your attempt to 
push through a sober house by focusing on 
the occupants rather than the “Change of 
Use” to a Convalescent Home!

By presenting this resolution, it clearly 
illustrates that you are lobbying for the ap-
plicant with little regard for the Town at 
large.  You are putting words into the mouth 
of the Applicants which are not part of “The 
Record”, but rather contrary to the record.

“My primary issue is that the Town 
should only approve a Special Use Permit 
if all the documents are complete, accurate, 
coordinated, reviewed and approved.  This 
Special Use Permit would legitimize the 
inaccurate and inadequate documents sub-
mitted.  Does the Town want to legitimize 
these documents by issuing a “Special Use 
Permit” with all the issues that have been 
brought to your attention?”  

Alluding to the fact that I am in opposi-
tion to the Sober House is an insult!  You 
can plainly see, from all of my previous cor-
respondence and our discussions, that I am 
in opposition to the way this application has 
been handled, primarily by you!

John Winter (Building Inspector) ad-
vised me in late December that he has not 
been requested to perform plan reviews of 
either the Architectural Drawings of Exist-
ing Conditions or the Site and Landscap-
ing plans, submitted by the applicant.  This 
should have been requested, and Building 
Department comments presented to the 
Town Board along with the “Plan(s)”, for 
their review and approval and then be pre-
sented to the Supervisor to sign, approving 
same for the Town.

Whatever documents submitted, if not 

superseded, will become part of the official 
record, and therefore be referred to in the 
future by the applicant and others.  If the 
Documents contain errors, inconsistencies, 
omissions, etc, the town will be stuck with 
them.  I can’t believe that you make light 
of so many valid concerns by skirting over 
them or completely ignoring them in your 
resolution.  Is this being done for an ulterior 
purpose?

You are no doubt aware of the volumi-
nous correspondence from me regarding 
Code violations, Inadequate Submissions, 
Document Review issues, Septic Issues, 
Safety Issues, Pool issues, Electrical Inspec-
tions, etc...  It seems that these issues and 
concerns have fallen on deaf ears.

You suggest “Conditioning” rather than 
“Conformance.”  I agree that whatever re-
quirements come about due to the Change 
of Use, i.e. Pool Permit, should be condi-
tioned, and not be required until a Special 
Use Permit is approved.  However Docu-
ments in conformance with the require-
ments of the State, County and Town codes 
have not been provided.  They include De-
ficiencies, Violations, lack of Screening, etc. 
which should be rectified prior to approval 
of a Special Use Permit.  Once the Town 
grants a Special Use Permit, it loses most of 
its leverage!

You have previously stated at the public 
hearings that this application must be and 
will be 100% Correct and that all conditions 
will be recorded on the approved Plan.  This 
application is not 100% correct and you 
haven’t even discussed the specific condi-
tions that would be incorporated into the 
approved plan. . 

Conditions to be incorporated into the 
approval should be reviewed and approved 
by the Town Board, prior to approval of the 
Special Use Permit.

As we all know, enforcement of condi-
tions can be and has been a long frustrating, 
legal, and expensive proposition. An exam-
ple was presented during “ courtesy of the 

floor” at the January 6th  meeting where it 
was stated that enforcement, not regarding 
482)  has taken two years, and the Town 
Attorney advised that is was presently with 
the courts, Do you really want to subject the 
Town to this possibility?

To propose using the outdated and su-
perseded SP-2 dated 04/01/14 “Site Land-
scaping Plan” is an insult to the Town 
Board’s and Communities intelligence.  
You are well aware that the applicant has 
submitted two further revisions to SP-2, as 
well as two revisions to SP-1 “Existing Site 
Plan”  these plans supersede SP-2 dated 
04/01/2014 and were created (ergo inade-
quately),  in response to Town Board, Plan-
ning Board and community comments.  
The latest plans being SP-1 and SP-2 both 
dated 10/31/14 are the present “Record 
Documents.”

The Town Attorney at the January 6th 
work session stated that the Special Use Per-
mit decision must be based upon what is in 
the “Record”.  You have ignored the record! 

I’m sorry that I have to write a letter like 
this, however I feel it is necessary.  Mr. Su-
pervisor, governing Yorktown like this is not 
why I voted for you twice, I don’t feel that I 
will be able to do so in the future.

You have completely ignored the pub-
lic record as well as the basic Zoning and 
Planning standards.  There are more issues 
within your resolution, but I believe you get 
the point. While you state (page 2 paragraph 
11) “There are no specific requirements di-
rectly applicable to a convalescent home.” In 
the absence of codified standards, common 
sense as well as basic planning and zoning 
principals have not been employed regard-
ing this application. We all have issues, 
please try to put them aside for the greater 
good.  Hopefully, presenting my side on this 
issue will help you to refocus and put logic, 
integrity and the best interests of Yorktown 
in your future actions.

Respectfully
John A. nowAk

Resolution to Approve Special Use Permit for 
Sober Home Ignores Public Record 

YSBA is Non-Partisan and Non-Political, and So Should Others
To the Editor:

During these tough economic times, 
many businesses and community organi-
zations are being asked to take a position 
by supporting a certain political party or 
candidate. It is selfish and unfair for po-
litical parties and candidates to put any 
group in a position where they feel pres-
sured to make a choice.

Local businesses are operated by people 
who come from a variety of political per-
suasions, as do the customers upon whom 
they rely. The same is true of individuals 
who belong to one or more organizations 

or members of community organizations 
who also own a business. Pressuring ei-
ther businesses or community organiza-
tions to post political signs, posters and 
brochures in their establishments could 
put them in a difficult position.

If your business or organization is 
approached by any political party or 
candidate to display signs, posters and 
brochures, just say NO. But if like many 
people, you feel obligated to do so, sim-
ply say YES to all parties and candidates 
by displaying opposing campaign litera-
ture. 

Remember, don’t risk harming your 
business or organization by taking a 
stand that could cause shoppers to take 
their business elsewhere. It’s hard enough 
running a business without turning off 
half the electorate—and it’s the fair and 
equitable thing to do. Do the right thing! 
Businesses and community organiza-
tions need to be inclusive, not exclusive. 

BoB GiorDAno
YSBA President

Editor’s Note: Mr. Giordano is also a 
candidate in the Yorktown Town Board 
special election
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Obituaries

Joan Landzberg
Joan Magliacano Landzberg, Ed.D, 

a longtime resident of Yorktown, died 
peacefully surrounded by her loving 
family in her Yorktown Heights home on 
January 15.  She was 79.

A resident of Yorktown since 1959, 
she once taught in the Yorktown School 
District both as a reading teacher at 
French Hill Elementary and a Special 
Education and Resource Room Teacher 
at Yorktown High School.  Following her 
teaching career, she served as a Yorktown 
Central School District administrator 
in various capacities; as Supervisor of 
special Education, Director of Special 
Education and Director of Pupil Person-
nel and Special Education. She was still 
working as an instructional consultant 
for the Yorktown Central School District 
until shortly before her death.

Aside from her involvement with 
Yorktown’s schools, Mrs. Landzberg was 
deeply involved with the Yorktown com-
munity in many other ways. She helped 
to found the Alliance for Safe Kids 
(A.S.K.) and she served on the Town of 
Yorktown Ethics Committee.  She also 
served the town as President of the Board 
of Trustees of the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak.

She is survived by her loving husband 
Abraham (Al) Landzberg whom she 
met 63 years ago at a “hootenanny” in 
the Bronx where both were born.  Joan 
and Al were married for 59 years.  She 
is also survived by three children and 

their spouses: Judi Friedman (Laurence) 
of Bedford Corners, Carol Newman 
(Chuck) of Yorktown Heights, and Ste-
ven Landzberg (Deborah) of Waccabuc,  
as well as seven grandchildren: Spen-
cer and Oliver Friedman, Lily and Sara 
Newman and Justin, Charlotte and Lucy 
Landzberg.

Memorial donations in honor of Joan 
Landzberg may be made to her beloved  
John C. Hart Memorial Library, 1130 
East Main St., Shrub Oak, NY 10588.

Mary Macdonald
Mary Elizabeth Macdonald, a long-

time Yorktown Heights resident, died 
December 14, 2014. She was 93.

She was born to the late Delbert and 
Mary Tompkins, in the Town of Cort-
landt on June 17, 1921. She attended 
Toddville School and graduated from 
Peekskill High School in 1939.  She mar-
ried Holland S. Macdonald in 1948 and 
they lived in Yorktown until his death in 
1984. She relocated to Danville, VA in 
2010. She had great affection for her four 
siblings all of whom predeceased her; Al-
berta Denton, Delbert ‘Skip’ Tompkins, 
Madeline ‘Midge’ Murphy, and Alpheus 
‘Toddy’ Tompkins.

She was a loving wife and mother. Mrs. 
Mcdonald was an was an active member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of York-
town, where she was a member of the 
choir, the Yorktown Heights Engine Com-
pany Number 1 Ladies Auxiliary, and the 
Yorktown Republican Club. She enjoyed, 

music, singing, dancing, her miniature 
schnauzers, and working in the yard.

She is survived by her two sons: Hol-
land S Macdonald Jr, (wife Elizabeth), of 
Blanch, NC, and William J. Macdonald 
(Gail) of Yorktown Heights. She is also 
survived by several cousins, three nieces 
and three nephews. A memorial service 
and interment at Amawalk Friends Cem-
etery will be announced at a later date. 

Instead of flowers, the family requests that 
memorial donations be made to American 
Macular Degeneration Foundation , P.O. 
Box 515, Northampton, MA 01061-0515                                                                                                         
(413) 268-7660, 1-888-622-8527                                                                     
h t t p s : / / w w w. m a c u l a r. o r g / h o w -
donate#memgift

Priscilla Williams
Priscilla J. Williams, a resident of 

Yorktown Heights, died on January 15. 
She was 80. 

Mrs. Williams worked as a homemaker 
and mother. Mrs. Williams was born in 
1934 in Peekskill, to Charles and Mil-
dred Kavana. She graduated Peekskill 
High School in 1952. She earned a Nurs-
ing Degree from the New York Foundling 
Hospital. In 1955, she married Billy Neal 
Williams at West Point. Mrs. Williams will 
be remembered for her love of family and 
children. She was a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, “Nanny” and sister. 

She is survived by her husband of 60 
years, Billy N. Williams, her son Charles 
(wife Linda), her son Daniel (wife Janet), 
her daughter Robyn (husband Roy) and 
her grandchildren Danielle, Amanda, 
Thomas, Jonathan, Maria, Evan, Sofie, 
Kent, Olivia, Adam and Laura. She is also 
survived by her brothers Charles, Russell 
and Lowell and her sister Elizabeth Kniz-
eski. She was predeceased by her parents 
Charles and Mildred Kavana, her son Billy 
N. Williams II and her sister Janet Monroe. 

Charles Gilbon
Charles W. Gilbon, a longtime resident 

of Cortlandt, died on January 11. He was 
88.

Born on October 20, 1926, to Charles 
and Olive (nee Chase) Gilbon. he served 
in the U.S. Navy from 1944-1946. He 
worked for many years as a letter carrier 
at the Peekskill Post Office, until retiring. 

He is survived by his daughter, Susan L. 
(Joseph) Connolly; two grandchildren, 
Casie and Brian W. Connolly, his sister 
Helen Valente; and two great-grand-
daughters, Celeste and Charlotte Con-
nolly. He was predeceased by his wife 
Virginia L. Gilbon on January 31, 1997. 

Kenneth Gonsalves
Kenneth W. Gonsalves, a resident of 

Garrison, died at home on January 16. 
He was 69. 

Mr. Gonsalves worked for IBM in Ar-
monk retiring after 36 years in Human 
Resources. He was born on February 14, 
1945 in the Bronx to Joseph W. and Frie-
da Bernaudo Gonsalves. He graduated 
from Peekskill HS in 1963 and earned 
a Bachelor’s Degree from Pace Univer-
sity in 1970. On September 3, 1966, he 
married Anne Martin at the Assumption 
Church in Peekskill. A resident of Conti-
nental Village for 46 years, he was active 
in the Continental Property Owners As-
soc. He was also a very active member of 
the Road Knights.

He is survived by his wife Anne Gon-
salves of Garrison, and four children, Keith 
(Sandra) Gonsalves of Ft. Mill, SC, Ter-
esa (Richard) Hollander of Basking Ridge, 
NJ, Deannemarie Gonsalves of New York 
City, and Joseph (Caren) Gonsalves, II of 
San Francisco; seven grandchildren, Kyle, 
Ashleigh and Cameron Gonsalves, Arica 
and Parker Zentner and Elliot and Eric 
Hollander. Also survived by a sister, Diane 
(Theodore) Follis of Cold Spring and many 
nieces and nephews.

Joel Lynch
Joel Patrick Lynch, a life-long Peek-

skill/Cortlandt resident, died on January 
15. He was 67.

Born on July 20, 1947, to Joseph T. and 
Martha A. (nee Berko) Lynch, Mr. Lynch 
served in the U.S. Army during Vietnam. 
He worked as a welding inspector at area 
power plants. He enjoyed animals and 
playing cards. 

He is survived by his sister, Pat (Bob) 
Reed, and his devoted sweetheart, Lucille 
Sanders. He is also survived by his two 
nieces and nephew, Kelly (John) Rogan, 
Rob Reed, Tracy Reed; and also his pre-
cious great-niece, Meghan Rogan. 

Joan Landzberg

Mary Macdonald

blessed to have these 15 miles on the Hud-
son River,” said Puglisi, who noted Ver-
planck is one of the few areas between New 
York City and Albany where access to the 
river is not impeded by railroad tracks.

“There’s so much history in the area, 
and ecology, and environment,” Puglisi 

said. “This pulls it all together. We’re re-
ally excited about tying it all together.”

Cortlandt received a $175,000 state 
grant to begin talking about its first 
Master Plan since 2004. A Master Plan 
Committee started discussions in Octo-
ber 2013 and the plan is projected to be 
completed by early 2016.

More than 600 responses have already 
been received from a public outreach 
survey at www.cortlandtmasterplan.
com. Residents have until March to com-
plete the survey.

Some improvements the town has al-
ready made to the Verplanck waterfront 
area in recent years include stabilizing 

Steamboat Dock, dedicating a veterans’ 
memorial, building a park and airplane-
themed playground and installing a boat 
launch dock.

In conjunction with the upgrading of 
the waterfront the town is considering 
widening and making Riverview Avenue 
a two-way street.

Plans Unveiled for Verplanck in Cortlandt Master Plan
continued from page 9
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By Martin Wilbur
For awhile the biggest news from the 

eighth floor of the county office building 
where the Board of Legislators does its 
business had been the incessant infight-
ing and threat of lawsuits. 

Last year when County Legislator 
Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) took 
over as the board’s chairman he pledged 
to put an end to the destructive bickering 
and confine the arguments to the issues. 
In that spirit, each one of the 17 legisla-
tors was appointed either to chair a com-
mittee or to board leadership role.

While disagreements and philosophi-
cal differences will often surface between 
Republicans and Democrats, Kaplowitz 
said county government last year func-
tioned properly, with a healthy dose 
of debate in a year where there was no 
shortage of challenging issues.

“It was a good year for the Board of 
Legislators,” Kaplowitz confidently stat-
ed in a recent interview. “Bipartisanship 
and legislative cooperation worked and 
we demonstrated that, and it’s a pretty 
neat contrast, a pretty stark contrast to 
other legislative bodies, particularly Al-
bany and Washington, where squabbles 
seem to be the order of the day.”

The chairman pointed to the 2015 
county budget as one of the prime exam-
ples of effective bipartisanship. Although 

most of the Democratic caucus opposed 
the $1.76 billion spending plan, mainly on 
the grounds that it authorizes the county 
to borrow up to $5 million, it did attract 
a third Democrat, Legislator MaryJane 
Shimsky (D-Hastings-on-Hudson) to join 
all seven Republicans in support. 

In December 2013, Kaplowitz and 
Legislator Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers) 
were the only Democrats to side with the 
Republicans to narrowly pass last year’s 
budget 9-8.

Kaplowitz said this year, there was 
plenty of compromise, including the 
addition of $680,000 toward Title XX, 

which will help subsidize day care for up 
to an additional 115 families, and the re-
duction in the borrowing ceiling from $8 
million to $5 million.

Revenues from the sales and mortgage 
taxes are trending up, which could make 
the borrowing argument moot, he said. 
Kaplowitz stressed that he was proud of the 
board’s fiscal restraint and responsibility.

“The budget was a success, a good bi-
partisan vote, 10-7, a good group of Dem-
ocrats and Republicans and we didn’t 
balance it using any phantom revenues, 
which is always the goal,” Kaplowitz said.

The other seven Democrats strongly 
disagreed in one of the more split votes 
of the year. Legislator Peter Harckham 
(D-North Salem) said he was unable to 
support it.

“I voted against it because of that bor-
rowing in the budget,” Harckham said. 
“I’m not going to support on the hope 
that revenues will increase.”

Majority Leader Catherin Borgia (D-
Ossining) stated in an op-ed piece last 
month that it wasn’t only the county’s 
potential to bond for operating expenses 
but also taking money from the E-911 
fund and failing to set aside funds for 
the settlement of labor contracts that 
made the budget “bad for the people of 
Westchester.”

“These types of gimmicks and short-
sighted actions defy the principles of 
good budgeting,” Borgia wrote. “Yet they 
are the result of a ‘borrow and spend’ 
budget that offloads the responsibility 
for today’s spending on to tomorrow’s 
taxpayers.”

But Minority Leader John Testa (R-
Peekskill) said while the vote authorizes 
the county to borrow, that doesn’t mean 
it will. The other options were to raise 
taxes, order significant layoffs or to re-
duce the social safety net, he said.

Testa agreed that 2014 marked a break-
through for board bipartisanship, where 
all legislators had a chance for input.

“It was a collegial atmosphere, it was 
very open and everybody had a chance 
to contribute on all the issues,” he said. 

“If we agreed, fine, if not we were still 
professional.”

Harckham said Kaplowitz did a good 
job on that front and agreed that the 
lawmakers were professional, but was 
uncertain whether it marked a major 
improvement over how the board previ-
ously operated.

In one of the first votes of 2015, both 
parties came together, 16-0, last week to 
extend the county agreement to provide 
the Town of Cortlandt with part of its 
police coverage through January 2020.

However, it’s likely that several issues 
will test the Board of Legislators’ resolve 
this year. With now just under two years 
remaining before time runs out on the 
county to comply with the affordable 
housing settlement, officials will have to 
grant funding to about 150 units each in 
2015 and 2016 to reach its benchmarks 
and avoid heavy fines and penalties.

While the first 10 units for 2015 were 
approved last week on Old Route 22 in 
Armonk, Kaplowitz acknowledged that 
the county is now struggling. A partial so-
lution could be to convince Harrison of-
ficials to set aside a percentage of the 606 
proposed new units for fair and affordable 
housing. Currently, the developers are 
proposing no new affordable units, and 
stronger leadership on the issue is needed 
from the county executive, he said.

“This is really not acceptable, and the 
county executive assured me that he is 
working with Harrison and the develop-
ers to engage them to do the right thing,” 
Kaplowitz said.

There is also the possibility that un-
less the proposed 28-unit Conifer Realty 
project in Chappaqua receives its vari-
ances from the state Board of Review, the 
county will lose credit for those units. 
Late last year the board hastily approved 
funding for the project on the condition 
the developer receives all necessary local 
and state approvals in order to reach its 
milestone for the end of 2014.

Kaplowitz is optimistic that there will 
be a resolution this year to the ongoing 

Kaplowitz Proud of Budget, Bipartisanship in First Year at Helm

Board of  legislators chairman Michael kaplowitz
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialFor many years, I have

written as “The Home Guru” 
for this paper and online and, 
in interviewing experts on the
real estate market and home
improvement, I’ve learned a 
lot about my chosen field. 

Allow me to put that knowledge
to work for you when it comes
time to market your home for
sale or to find your new 
dream home. 

I’d love to work with you,
so call me! ”

“

“

“
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State Police
January 17 - State troopers were pa-

trolling the Bear Mountain Parkway in the 
Town of Cortlandt when they conducted 
a traffic stop on a blue 2012 Honda Pilot. 
An investigation revealed the passenger, 
Curtis Murray, 31, of Peekskill, was in 
possession of 33.8 grams of marijuana. 
Murray was issued an appearance ticket 
returnable in City of Peekskill Court on 
January 26.

Yorktown Police
January 10 - 1:47 p.m. – A police offic-

er was on patrol on Buckhorn Street when 
he observed a suspicious vehicle parked in 
the cul-de-sac. Following an investigation 
it was alleged an unidentified 16-year-old 
male Mohegan Lake resident was unlaw-
fully in possession of marijuana. The sus-
pect was released to a parent and is sched-
uled to return to Yorktown Town Court 
on February 17.

January 11 - 8:58 p.m. – A police ser-
geant was on patrol on Route 6 in the area 
of the Taconic State Parkway when she ob-
served a vehicle traveling east in the west-
bound lane without insufficient tail lights 
and failed to signal when making a left hand 
turn onto East Main Street. Following an in-
vestigation it was revealed the driver, Chris-
tine Savino, 35, of Mahopac, was driving in 
an intoxicated condition. She was charged 
with DWI and several traffic infractions and 

is scheduled to appear in Yorktown Town 
Court on February 17.

January 15 - 1:50 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to a Ewing Drive residence on a 
report of a violation of an order of protec-
tion. It is alleged Albert Mauro, 71, threat-
ened to injure a female victim. He was 
charged with criminal contempt in the 
first degree, a Class E felony, and is due in 
Yorktown Town Court on January 20.

 Police Blotter

By Rick Pezzullo
The Yorktown Police Department is re-

questing the public’s assistance investigat-
ing a robbery that occurred in the parking 
lot of K-Mart on Thursday, January 15.

At about 3:45 p.m. a local woman re-
ported to police that she was sitting in 
her car when an unknown male opened 
the passenger side door, sat inside and 
held her a knifepoint demanding money. 
After several minutes the suspect exited 
the car and fled in an unknown direction. 
Several Yorktown police officers and the 
Westchester County Police aviation unit 
conducted an unsuccessful search of the 

area for the suspect.
The suspect was described as a light 

skinned black male, early 20s, about 5’8, 
average weight, with little pock marks on 
both cheeks, wearing a light grey parka 
type jacket with tan fur around the hood 
and a black beanie type hat.

Anyone who can identify the suspect 
or has information about the robbery is 
asked to call Yorktown Police at (914) 
962-4141.

Yorktown Police Seek Help in 
K-Mart Parking Lot Robbery

struggle to have a private operator as-
sume control of Playland, which drained 
more than $3 million in county funds 
last year.

He said while that may not happen in 
time for the popular park’s May opening, 
there is likely to be a gradual phase-in of 
the new owners. Astorino is expected to 
provide a recommendation to the law-
makers in the coming weeks regarding 
the two remaining candidates for the bid.

“I think we’re much closer to the end,” 
Kaplowitz said. “I think we all recognize 
that you need to do legislative and execu-
tive cooperation on this. It’s not a unilat-

eral decision.”
Sewer issues continue to be an issue in 

Kaplowitz’s district. In Yorktown, there 
appears to be no solution to the roughly 
1,000 homes still on septic systems, many 
of them failing or in danger of failing, in 
the Hallocks Mill Sewer District.

Meanwhile, in New Castle, while close 
to 300 homes in Random Farms, Yeshiva 
and Riverwalk were accepted, the esca-
lating price of the project has thrown. 
The county is prepared to release $16 
million in East of Hudson funds pro-
vided in 1997 by New York City, but the 
town must find the remaining $10 mil-
lion.

Kaplowitz Proud of Budget, 
Bipartisanship in First Year at Helm
continued from page 10
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By Neal Rentz
You could say the Benigni family is the 

embodiment of the American Dream.
The brothers were born in Italy and 

learned the craft of hair styling in their 
native land before living in London and 
then eventually moving to the United 
States. 

For the past 38 years the brothers have 
owned and worked as hair stylists at Hair 
Design Center, located in the Underhill 
Plaza shopping center in Yorktown. 

Osvaldo Benigni and his brother Luigi, 
who both reside in Dutchess County, are 
joined in the family business by Somers 
resident Stefania Rishel, Luigi’s daughter, 
who works as a hair stylist.

The brothers chose Underhill Plaza, 
the only location for their establishment, 
as the site of their business “mostly for 
convenience,” Osvaldo explained last 
week. 

The brothers’ hair stylist careers began 
in Italy. “For us to leave the country 
we had to learn a job. And that’s what 
we did,” Osvaldo said, noting the 
brothers learned their craft through an 
apprenticeship. 

After living in London, the brothers 

decided to come to America to be with 
other family members. 

The brothers said they enjoy their 
profession. “(It’s) pretty good so far,” 
Luigi quipped. His brother said he 
particularly liked the social aspects of 
working as a hair stylist. “I like to talk to 
people, meet people, all different kinds of 
people,” Osvaldo said.

Osvaldo said there was no particular 
reason for naming the business Hair Design 
Center. “We just came up with it,” he said. 

The business provides services for 
men and women of all ages, including 
hair cuts, shampooing and styling, “I cut 
everybody’s hair but I do more women,” 
Rishel said. 

Rishel said she did not always plan to 

join the family business. “It just kind of 
evolved that way,” she said. “I went to 
school to be a teacher and I just ended 
up doing hairdressing. I like working 
with people.” 

There is no difficulty working with her 
father, Rishel said. “Me and my dad get 
along great,” she said. “I’ve always been 
kind of daddy’s little girl.”

Osvaldo also said it is easy to work 
as a family and his brother said a key to 
the success of the business is its positive 
reputation, which has allowed it to 
develop a regular customer base. “We 
have quite a few who have come from the 
beginning,” Luigi said. 

“Most of the people come through 
word of mouth,” Rishel said. “We’ve 
had them for many years. The average 
customer here has been coming for 15 
years or so.” 

Osvaldo said he had a straightforward 
goal for the family business. “So far so 
good,” he said. “We would like to stay in 
business for as long as we can.” 

Hair Design Center is located in the 
Underhill Plaza shopping center at 1879 
Commerce St. in Yorktown. For more 
information call 914-962-4411.

hair Design Center
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

neAl Rentz Photo
osvaldo Benigni, left, and his brother luigi have co-owned and worked at hair Design center in the underhill 
Plaza shopping center for 38 years. Also shown is hair stylist and luigi’s daughter, Stefania Rishel.

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com
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withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 
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OPEN HOUSE DATES:
Sunday, January 25: Pre-K 3&4 and Kindergarten, 11 am-2 pm

Monday, January 26: Pre-K through Grade 8, 9 am-1 pm

Tuesday, January 27: Pre-K through Grade 8, 9 am-1 pm

ST. PATrick’S ScHOOl
117 Moseman road, Yorktown Heights

914-962-2211 • www.stpatricksschoolyorktown.org

FAiTH ✝ kNOWlEDGE ✝ SErVicE
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Sunday, January 25: Pre-K 3&4 and Kindergarten, 11 am-2 pm

Monday, January 26: Pre-K through Grade 8, 9 am-1 pm

Tuesday, January 27: Pre-K through Grade 8, 9 am-1 pm

ST. PATrick’S ScHOOl
117 Moseman road, Yorktown Heights

914-962-2211 • www.stpatricksschoolyorktown.org

FAiTH ✝ kNOWlEDGE ✝ SErVicE

OPEN HOUSE  

SUNday, JaNUary 25:  
Pre-K 3&4 and Kindergarten,  

11 am-2 pm

MONday, JaNUary 26: 
Pre-K through Grade 8,  

9 am-1 pm

TUESday, JaNUary 27:  
Pre-K through Grade 8,  

9 am-1 pm

My Gym Yorktown Heights· (914) 302-7705  
yorktown@mygym.com  ·   www.mygym.com/yorktownheights

Experience Yorktown's best programs for kids! 
Gymnastics, sports, mommy & me, and amazing 
birthday parties! Meet Dora the Explorer at our 
free open house! January 23 & 24, 2015. Call or 
visit us online for more information.

OR

By Janine Bowen

E very parent knows that buying 
new clothes for the back-to-school 
season is essential, but children 
interested in fashion have the op-

portunity to design and create their own 
clothing at Camp Groovy. 

This summer will mark the seventh 
year that Groovy on Grand, a fashion de-
sign studio started by Andrea Kennedy 

Andrews, will host camp sessions as the 
program has continued to grow since its 
inception. 

Last year, it proved so popular that 
Camp Groovy offered eight separate 
week-long sessions at its Croton-on-
Hudson location to accommodate more 
students in a shorter time span. This 
summer the camp will move down the 
block to 112 Grand St. as a temporary 
home before finding a permanent loca-

tion. The move is also part of an effort to 
make Groovy on Grand a mobile busi-
ness to reduce overhead and allow more 
programs to be offered at affordable rates. 

“It’s a fashion design camp, so it can 
happen anywhere,” explained Andrews. 
“It’s wherever we can put sewing ma-
chines and carry in fabric and portfolios.” 

Children who attend Camp Groovy 
will have the opportunity to use profes-
sional design equipment and will leave 

the five-day program with a collection 
of eight to 12 clothing items that they 
designed themselves. Girls and boys can 
create a collection based on whatever 
theme they choose and each session re-
volves around a different style of cloth-
ing. 

For example, Beach Party week fea-
tures traditional summer clothes while 
Uptown Chic week allows participants to 

Camps, Kids and Fun
Kids Find Fashion Design Camp a Groovy Summer Place

continued on page 18
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BIG GAME
SUNDAY

February 1

Patriots
Seahawks

962-0096
2013 Crompond Road • Yorktown Heights, NY
Located Next to Cablevision, Intersection of Routes 118 & 35

www.yorktownpizza-pasta.com

$2.00 O�  Any Large Pie
With this ad, Pick up only.

Good Big Game Sunday Feb. 2.

Yorktown
Pizza & Pasta

962-0096

Good Big Game Sunday Feb. 2.

Yorktown
Pizza & Pasta

�D
�i�n�e� �I�n�/�T�a�k�e� �O

�u�t�/�D�e�l�i�v�e�r�y

BIG GAME SUNDAY SPECIALS

No subsitutions please • Place your order by January 27 • Valid only on 2/1/15

�	�	SUPER STARTERS

•Buffalo Wings 
• Chicken Fingers
• Mozzarella Sticks

• Fresh Guacamole

• Fresh Salsa
• Chili • Mac & Cheese

www.sansottadeli.com

2008 Crompond Rd. 
Cortlandt Manor

�(�N�e�a�r�	�H�u�d�s�o�n�	�V�a�l�l�e�y�	�H�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�	�C�e�n�t�e�r�)
914-737-1100 • Fax 914-737-1109

2 Westbrook Drive
Cortlandt Manor
914-526-4260

Fax 914-526-4912

THE BIG GAME SPECIAL!
�$130

+ tax + board deposit
1/2 Tray Baked Ziti

1/2 Tray Sausage & Peppers
3 Dz. Buffalo Wings

3 Ft. Wedge
Italian or American

*All catering 
orders for

The Big Game
Special will be 
oven ready and 
picked up cold

Big
Sandwiches
�w�i�l�l�	�n�o�t
be sliced

3 Ft. Wedge • �$40
Italian or American

1 lb. of Potato & Macaroni Salad
+ tax + board deposit

INSTANT TENNIS!

ONLY
$49

(Min. 3 People)

1761 Front Street • Yorktown Heights
914-243-4537

A Great Deal!

Sole’ Tan
1761 Front Street • Yorktown Heights

A Super Weekend, A Big Game &

Buy 1, Get 1 50% Off! 
Buy any UV or Mystic Tanning Package 

Get the 2nd for 1/2 OFF!
With coupon, cannot be combined w/any other offer. Expires 2/28/15

914-737-8375
1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill

 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)

Look for our “Super” Full Page Big Game ad, 
only in next week’s Examiner! 
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BIG GAME SUNDAY
February 1

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Big 
Game 

Specials*

2146 Albany Post Road
Montrose, NY 10548

914-736-2633 • Fax: 914-737-2941

• 2 Foot 
  Italian 
 Combo
•12 Wings

• 24 Wings
• 2 Large   
  Cheese Pies
• 2 Foot Hot or  
  Cold Wedge

• 36 Wings
• 1/2 Tray Sausage & Peppers
• 1/2 Tray 
  Penny Vodka
• 2 Foot Italian or 
  American Wedge

• 1/2 Tray of Wings
• 1/2 Tray Sausage & Peppers
• 1/2 Tray Garlic Knots
• 1/2 Tray Penne Vodka
• 2 Large Cheese Pies
• 2 Foot Italian or American Wedge

• 2 Foot Italian Combo
• 12 Wings
• 1 Large 
  Cheese Pie
• 2 Liter Soda

★★★ 5 YARD ★★★

★★★ 15 Yard ★★★ ★★★ 50 YARD ★★★ ★ ★ Touchdown ★★

★★★ 10 Yard ★★★

$2895

$6795 $9495 $189

$4295

3681 Old Yorktown Rd (Rt 132) • Shrub Oak
914-556-6410 • 914-556-6411 • Fax: 914-556-6412

Hrs: Tues- Sat. 11am- 10pm  • Sun. 12-10pm •Monday Closed

*Good only on Big Game Sunday February 1

$28

$67

95

Calabria
PIZZA & PASTA

TWO BROTHERS
TRATT ORIA
PIZZA �& PASTA

Be guaranteed to 
watch the game!

We got you covered!

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

•Most models made in USA. 
  • Generac generators are preferred 

by 7 out of every 10 homeowners 
who invest in home backup power.

We got you covered!We got you covered!

Be guaranteed to Be guaranteed to 

We got you covered!We got you covered!

New LightNew Light

Patricia McMann Owner
Medical Building

275 Main Street Mount Kisco
914-241-3114

www.newlightlaser.com 
Celebrating over 20 years at the same location

pat@newlightlaser.com

Tattoo Removal
We can lighten your 
mistakes for covers
Laser  Hair Removal
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Technology dominates our lives. 
For better or for worse we’ve become 
slaves to our smartphones and laptops. 
Many of us have panic attacks if we ac-
cidentally leave our electronic devices 
at home. 

But if we step back for a 
moment, we realize that this 
phenomenon is very recent. 
It wasn’t so long ago that 
we were communicating 
with each other face to face, 
memorizing telephone num-
bers, printing MapQuest di-
rections and dealing with so 
many other aspects of our 
lives that we’ve relinquished 
to the ubiquitous little de-
vice we carry in our pockets 
and purses.

This week I’m focusing on 
wine technology. 

Not to bemoan how mil-
lennials reject visual and au-
ditory interaction to obtain wine selec-
tion advice or recommendations. 

Not to bemoan the lost art of remov-
ing a wine label from a bottle as a keep-
sake or as a reference point for a future 
purchase.

And certainly not to bemoan the 
abandonment of researching a wine 
topic by purchasing a wine book.

No, I espouse wine technology as a 
modern marvel that has enhanced our 
knowledge and therefore our appre-
ciation of wine and in the process has 
borne a society that is more wine con-
versant and savvy than any generation 

before us. And improving 
each day.

Wine technology has 
evolved in three distinct 
phases: the pre-iPhone era, 
the revolution wrought 
by the introduction of the 
iPhone in 2007 and the bril-
liant marketing by Apple to 
open the App Store in 2008.

In the old days – seven 
years ago – there were few 
wine applications available 
and there were cumbersome 
software programs support-
ing them. The advanced 
technologies resided with 
the Blackberry phone and 

the Palm Pilot, permitting users to 
keep notes electronically. Those were 
the days of removing wine labels from 
bottles and memorializing the name of 
a wine with a scribble on a restaurant 
matchbook.  

Then, in June 2007, the world changed, 
almost overnight. Apple crammed the 
capabilities of a desktop computer, and 

more, into a hand-held device. Wine 
apps began to rise, but in fits and starts; 
most were merely websites that required 
Wi-Fi connections. The most popular 
was CellarTracker, a community-based 
repository of wine opinions and tasting 
notes culled from wine consumers. Its 
popularity persists today.

When Apple realized the universal 
appeal of its iPhone and the hidden 
profits in developing applications for 
it, it took a historic turn. Rather than 
develop its own applications to run on 
its proprietary software, it invited the 
world to write those apps -- and of-
fered to pay developers 70 percent of 
any revenue generated from a down-
loaded app. The smartphone world was 
overwhelmed with apps on any subject 
one could imagine. 

Currently, the App Store offers 1.4 
million applications, which have been 
downloaded over 75 billion times. 
Amazingly, even though so many ap-
plications are free, developers earned 
$10 billion in fees in 2014. The An-
droid version of the app store is like-
wise wildly successful.

Today, there are dozens of wine apps 
available, providing access to every as-
pect of the world of wine, from broad 
and deep wine information, to pur-
chase recommendations, to pairing 

advice and even one that “learns” your 
preferences over time and offers sug-
gestions for wines that it thinks you 
will enjoy.

These apps influence our decision-
making process by evaluating, search-
ing and finding wines in a proverbial 
nano-second and with a high degree 
of reliability. Here are several of my 
favorites, all of which are free and in-
clude varying levels of interactivity: 
Drync, Vivino, Delectable, Hello Vino, 
Wine-Searcher and WineQuest.

Each app presents a unique approach 
to enjoying wine. Have you download-
ed one (or more) on your Apple or 
Android smartphone? Which do you 
prefer? Which do you dislike? E-mail 
your comments to nantonaccio@the-
examinernews.com.

Next week I’ll review each one and 
offer my personal thoughts to assist 
you in selecting a favorite.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lec-
tures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

The Tumultuous World of Consumers’ Wine Technology

By Nick Antonaccio

Archbishop Stepinac High School  |  950 Mamaroneck Avenue  |  White Plains, NY 10605  |  914-946-4800  |  www.stepinac.org

ACADEMICS  TECHNOLOGY  ATHLETICS  THEATER
SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS  BELIEF
THEATER  ATHLETICS  TECHNOLOGY  ACADEMICS 
BELIEF  SUCCESS  VALUES  TRADITION  SERVICE  
SERVICE THEATER PERFORMING ARTS COMMUNITY
SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS BELIEF  
THEATER  ATHLETICS  TECHNOLOGY  ACADEMICS  

Why Stepinac?

Presentations and Tours at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm

BELIEF  SUCCESS  VALUES  TRADITION  SERVICE

Sunday, January 25th • 1pm – 4pm

Please pre-register online at www.stepinac.org.

Let us show you at our Open House.

SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS  BELIEF
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SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS  BELIEF
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BELIEF  SUCCESS  VALUES  TRADITION  SERVICE  

SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS  BELIEF

BELIEF  SUCCESS  VALUES  TRADITION  SERVICE  Get a firsthand look at a day  
in the life of a Stepinac  

student by scheduling an  
“Open Campus” tour.  
To learn more, e-mail  

admissions@stepinac.org.

OPEN CAMPUS

ACADEMICS  TECHNOLOGY  ATHLETICS  THEATER
SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS  BELIEF
THEATER  ATHLETICS  TECHNOLOGY  ACADEMICS 
BELIEF  SUCCESS  VALUES  TRADITION  SERVICE  
SERVICE THEATER PERFORMING ARTS COMMUNITY
SERVICE  TRADITION  VALUES  SUCCESS BELIEF  
THEATER  ATHLETICS  TECHNOLOGY  ACADEMICS  

• Christian values and traditions

• Reasonable tuition

• 19 Advanced Placement Courses  
 (begins in freshman year)

• Courses with transferable college credits

• 100% college acceptance rate

• Award-winning Drama & championship  
 interscholastic Sports Programs

•  Caring, supportive environment

• Blended learning (combining advanced  
 digital technology with tutorial excellence  
 to increase academic performance)

• Complete Digital Library of Textbooks,  
 first of its kind in the nation
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SEAL UP Your Home with NEW WINDOWS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

As I recall the walls of my childhood 
home, a simple row house in Philadelphia, 
I see only the large obligatory parlor mir-
ror over the sofa and one brightly colored 
watercolor of gladioli dated 1940 by my 
Aunt Helen, a self-taught artist, that I still 
display in an honored place.

In college, when first exposed 
to the world of art, I vowed one 
day to become a collector to 
the extent that I could afford. 
As a newcomer to New York 
City, while visiting the home 
of a cultured gentleman, I was 
impressed to find that all of his 
walls were covered from floor 
to ceiling with paintings, prints 
and other objects, much like an 
art gallery. 

Those two experiences created 
in me a lifelong obsession to have 
my home’s walls serve as the can-
vass for a rich visual experience where I 
could view, ponder and lose myself into 
other worlds of artistic expression.

Actually, you don’t have to be as obses-
sive as I, and it doesn’t have to cost an 
arm and a leg, just a trip to a store like 
Home Goods or T.J. Maxx. I am amazed 
at the art these stores can offer for very 
little money. Go there and splurge on 
collections of stretched canvasses that 
don’t require frames to look great in wall 

groupings. Such stores didn’t exist when 
I was young and collecting art from an-
tiques shops and, yes, junk shops.

When I lived in my first small house, 
I achieved the gallery effect within a few 
short years. When I moved to a large co-

lonial in the country with 14 
rooms, it took many years to 
appoint each room like a gal-
lery. My problem within the 
past month, however, has been 
paring down my collection to 
an 1,800-square-foot condo 

with a living room/dining room 
combination, an office/den and 
two bedrooms. 

In this case, my wife and I had 
to be very selective about which 
paintings and prints we selected 
– only our most favored pieces 
would come with us – and we 
agreed that, living in a smaller 

space, we didn’t want to close ourselves in 
by filling every inch of wall space with art. 

Also, the groupings themselves needed 
to be well hung-- literally--because for 
the first time in many years I was deal-
ing with hollow, plasterboard walls. My 
heavier frames had to be secured in the 
plasterboard with anchors, expand with 
pressure when screws were put into them 
or have “toggles,” which release on the 
inside of the wall once pushed. 

I must confess I hate that chore as 
somewhat tedious and, this time around, 
I prevailed upon my friend and expert 
painter Joe Pascarelli, who doubles as my 
handyman when needed for such tasks.

For the lighter paintings and prints, I 
don’t bother with the anchors but use small 
nails. Rather than nailing them straight in 
horizontally, I nail them in at a 45-degree 
angle so that the weight of the piece is less 
likely to pull the nail from the wall.

In my groupings, I like to create har-
mony and balance, either through con-
tent or the type of frames. In my din-
ing area, for instance, the entire wall is 
dedicated to landscapes, while my living 
room features portraiture of the 1700s 
and 1800s. I just love all those eyes star-
ing back at me. Sometimes I sit on my 
sofa, looking into the eyes of those wom-
en, men and children, wondering why 

Using Your Home Walls to Create an Art Gallery 

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Bill PRiMAveRA Photo
the home Guru’s dining room: a well-hung art gallery.

Continued on page 18
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their descendants didn’t hold on to their 
portraits and cherishing them as family 
heirlooms, but very glad that I was able 
to adopt them, welcoming them as fam-
ily members.

When I arrange these paintings into 
groups, I first lay the frames out on the 
floor directly in front of the wall on which 
they are to be placed and arrange and re-
arrange them until I have a pleasing pat-
tern. Then I take a digital photo, which I 
follow as I hammer them in one by one. 

After I hang them, I eyeball them to 
make sure they’re straight (some people 
are fanatics and use a leveler), and once 
I have them perfect, I roll some masking 
tape into a tube and stick it behind one 
corner of the frame to make sure that 
vibrations or dusting doesn’t dislodge its 
horizontal pitch.

I’m nearing the end of creating my new 
art gallery at home, ready to welcome 
guests to come look and learn more 
about me by considering how I choose to 
enrich my living environment.  

By the way, if you want my friend Joe 
Pascarelli’s help in hanging art or any 
other chores around the house that re-
quire skilled assistance, you can call him 
directly at 914-330-3889.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and Found-
er of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the 
longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), spe-
cializing in lifestyles, real estate and develop-
ment. His real estate site is: www.Primav-
eraRealEstate.com and his blog is: www.
TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the services 
of Bill Primavera and his team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

create sophisticated dress items. Down-
town Chic lets children design casual 
clothing that can be worn to class. Stu-
dents will get the opportunity to sew, 
airbrush, silk screen and dye clothes to 
create whatever designs they envision. 

“It’s a true fashion design experience 
where they’re actually designing, plan-
ning, creating and illustrating their de-
signs,” Andrews said. 

A newer theme is Pajama Party week, 
which was introduced at Camp Groovy 
last year at the request of campers. That 
session is a bit more relaxed, involv-
ing less sewing but was one of the most 
well-received offerings because it allows 
children to focus on the graphic design 
element of fashion while creating items 
they can use on a regular basis. 

Although most of Camp Groovy’s ses-
sions are designed for students from nine 
to 16 years old, Wearable Art week caters to 
younger students, ages six through 11. Un-
like the other four sessions for older partici-
pants, that theme doesn’t involve sewing or 
illustration but focuses more on silk screen-
ing, digital design, stencils and dyeing. 

“They do a lot of beautiful techniques 
and they end with a fashion show,” An-

drews explained. 
Each Camp Groovy session lasts for 

five days. The Wearable Art program 
kicks off the season on July 13. The cost 
is $450 per session, a price reduction of 
$50 from last year. Andrews noted that 
students often opt to attend more than 
one session, which is why each week has 
a separate theme. 

With three new counselors this year, 

every session is able to accommodate 
32 students but Andrews stressed that 
enrollment closes on April 15 and no 
campers will be accepted after that time. 
She explained that materials and cloth-
ing must be ordered in the correct sizes 
and colors for each attendee, a process 
that takes several months to complete.

To learn more about Camp Groovy, 
visit GroovyOnGrand.com. 

Kids Find Fashion Design Camp a Groovy Summer Place
continued from page 13

Using Your Home 
Walls to Create an 

Art Gallery 
Continued from page 17
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Keep in Mind
Somers Library Closings: Thanks to a 

very generous donation from the Palumbo 
Family, funding from the Friends of the 
Somers Library, and funding from the 
Somers Library Foundation, the Somers 
Library plans to renovate its circulation 
and reference desks to better serve the 
community and to update its interior. Due 
to this major construction, the library will 
be closed the following dates: Friday Jan. 
30, Saturday Jan. 31 (NOTE:  The Practice 
ACT test will take place in the Program 
Room), Sunday Feb. 1, and Monday Feb. 
2 (NOTE:  The Tinted Drawing Workshop 
will take place in the Program Room). 
Overdue fines will be waived during this 
period. If there are construction delays 
due to inclement weather, the schedule 
may change.  Please check the library 
Website and phone messages for current 
up-to-date information. Thank you for 
your patience and we apologize for any 
inconvenience. Info: 914 232 5717 or 
somerslibrary.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 20
hearts For Soldiers: The Hearts for 

Soldiers Drive is being conducted through 
Feb. 11 at The Seabury at FIELDHOME, 
2276 Catherine St., Cortlandt Manor. As 
a way of showing our appreciation for 
their service and sacrifices, The Seabury 
at Fieldhome residents are creating thank 
you hearts for the veterans at the VA 
Hospital in Montrose and our soldiers 
overseas and we are inviting everyone in 
the community to join us. Individuals are 
welcome to drop by The Seabury on or 
before Feb. 11 (Monday through Friday, 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m) to decorate 
a heart and write a note of thanks or 
encouragement. There is no need to make 
an appointment and we will supply the 
cards and decorating materials. Groups 
and organizations that want to participate 
should contact Erika Likar at 914-737-
2255 Ext. 5467 as soon as possible. 
Participants are invited to also join us for 
a Presentation of the Hearts on Feb. 13 at 
3 p.m. at The Seabury at FIELDHOME. 
There will be live music by Deena Goidel 
and light refreshments will be served. 

Teen Clubs Starting: Three teen clubs 
are starting this week at the Somers Library. 
The High School Gaming Club meets from 
2:45 to 4:15 p.m. on the following Fridays: 
1/23,  2/13,  2/27,  3/13,  3/27,  4/10,  4/24,  
5/8  &  6/5. Join us to play video games, 
board games, & more.  The Manga Club 
begins 1/21 and runs through 5/27 from 
3 to 4:15 p.m.  Regular meetings are held 
very other Wednesday. (No meeting 2/18 
& 4/1).  The club is for teens and tweens in 
grades 7 - 12.  Work together to create your 
own Manga story. New members are always 

welcome. The Junior High Book & Games 
Club meets every other Tuesday from 
3:15 to 4:30 p.m.  Begins Jan. 20 and runs 
through until May 26. (No meeting 2/17 
& 3/31).  For teens and tweens in grades 6 
- 9. Discuss books & authors, play games 
& have fun. Take bus # 52.  To register for 
the clubs call the library at 914 232-5717 or 
register online at www.somerslibrary.org.

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Fitness Program: The POUNDTM 

Fitness Program, a 45-minute full-body 
cardio and stress relief jam session, fusing 
Pilates, cardio, plyometrics isometric 
movements and poses is offered at 
Theatre and Dance Arts 131 Bedford Rd. 
Katonah. Drop in or weekly discount 
rates available. The program is being 
provided on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 11:45 a. m. Call Peggy for 
more information at 914 960-4097.

Yorktown Historical Society: The 
Yorktown Historical Society will present 
“History of First Presbyterian Church of 
Yorktown” by church members Chuck 
Radke, Mark Linehan, and Dick Hunter 
at the church, 2880 Crompond Rd. (Rt. 
202), Yorktown. The free event is open to 
the public. For more information, contact 
program coordinator Charles Radke at 
914-962-4370 or c.radke@computer.org. 
The Society’s Web site is yorktownhistory.
org.

Torah Studies Course:  Chabad of 
Yorktown is conducting season two (12 
classes) of the Torah Studies course, that 
is running through March 25. Our lessons 
probe the depth of contemporary Torah 
thought. Classes are being conducted on 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Yorktown Community Nursery School, 
247 Veterans Rd (across the street from the 
running track and next door to the VFW).

Fee for the full season are $36 and 
includes the textbook. Each class is 
independent. For more information or to 
register visit www.ChabadYorktown.com/
TorahStudies, call 914-962-6600, or e-mail 
info@ChabadYorktown.com.

Bingo wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 

Hebrew’s website calendar). First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Jan. 22
Local Color: Local Color: A Field 

Gallery Retrospective, featuring works by 
15 artists, is being held through Feb. 8 at 
the gallery, 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill. Info: 
914-737-1212 or peekskill.org.

Friday, Jan. 23
Free Play Dates: A free play date 

program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The program 
is intended for children between the ages 
of 16 and 36 months and their parents 
or caregivers. Children can play, do art 
and socialize all under the direction of an 
experienced early childhood teacher .Pre-
registration is suggested. Contact Jennifer 
at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at Jennifer@
rosenthaljcc.org.

Jewish Center Services:  During the 
winter months Sabbath services begin 
at 6:15 p.m. on Friday evenings and at 
9:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. On most Saturdays after services, 
Rabbi Sternstein conducts a learning 
session based on the Torah portion of the 
week. Light refreshments are served and 
everyone is invited and welcome to join 
us as we share in the warmth, knowledge 
and friendship within our congregation. To 
RSVP or to receive more information call 
914 -245 -2324 or send an e-mail to www.
info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Temple Beth Am Shabbat: Temple Beth 
Am welcomes all for Shabbat every Friday 
evening at 8 p.m. Our modern Sabbath 
service has a spiritual and engaging feel 
while following traditional modes. Temple 
Beth Am is located at 203 Church Pl. 
Yorktown. For information, please call 
our Rabbi at 962-7500 or e-mail him at 
rabbiw@optonline.net.

Saturday, Jan. 24
College Preparation:  The Somers 

Library will present Preparing Your Child 
for College (Grades 9 and 10) at 1 p.m. 
While the program is intended for parents, 
students are also welcome. Some of the 
topics scheduled to be covered include 
college planning timelines, academic 
courses and college introduction visits. To 
register, which is required, call 914-232-
5717 or visit somerslibrary.org.

Maintaining independence: 
Maintaining Independence  As You 
Downsize will be presented by elder law 
attorney Neil Reig, real estate agent Vicki 

Jimpson-Fludd of Better Homes and 
Gardens - Rand Realty, and Community 
Outreach Director Douglas Thomas from 
Atria Senior Living  from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at 
the John C. Hart Memorial Library, 1130 
E. Main St., Shrub Oak. Refreshments and 
door prizes will be available. Topics include 
making a financial and legal plan, preparing 
your house for sale and senior housing 
options. Please register for this program 
at the library reference desk or call 914-
245-5262 Ext. 227. For more information 
contact Vicki Jimpson-Fludd at 914-762-
1020 Ext. 223 or vicki.jimpsonfludd@
randrealty.com.

Yoga Program: Support Connection, 
which provides free programs and services 
for people affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer, announces a free program: “Yoga-A 
Path toward Wellness.” It is offered every 
Saturday from noon to 1:30 p.m., at Club 
Fit, 600 Bank Rd., Jefferson Valley. The 
program is open to women with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancer. To learn 
more or to pre-register, which is required, 
call Support Connection at 914-962-6402 
or 800-532-4290.

Confronting Cancer: Confronting 
Cancer through Art, My Journey, featuring 
works by Corinne Lapin-Cohen, will be 
presented through Jan. 31 at the Katonah 
Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd. An artist 
reception is scheduled for today from 2 to 
4 p.m. Info: confrontingcancerthroughart.
com.

ossining Farmers Market: Down to 
Earth Markets has announced the Ossining 
Winter Farmers Market will open in a new 
indoor home beginning today at Claremont 
Elementary School, on Van Cortlandt 
Avenue, off of N. Highland (Route 9). 
The market will run at Claremont every 
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., though 
March. Visit DowntoEarthMarkets.com for 
vendor details, events, and other updates at 
Ossining’s Down to Earth Winter Farmers 
Market.

overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9, Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, Jan.25
healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 012015
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid.Call/text. Mary & Adam.1-
800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

autos
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car (Any
Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-Up. 
Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

CarEEr opportunitiEs
WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

domEstiC WorkErs
HIRE A HOUSEHOLD SERvICE PER-
SONNEL -Nannies, Sitters, Housekeep-
ers, Companions, Cooks, Chefs, Driv-
ers, Handyman, etc. for Homes, infants, 
adults, pets. Call 718-340-3995. www.
DanielAgencyUSA.com 

Farming
NEW YORK HUNTING LAND WANT-
ED! Earn thousands on your land by leas-
ing the hunting rights. Free evaluation & 
info packet. Liability coverage included. 
Bringing landowners & hunters together 
since 1999. Email: info@basecampleasing.
com Call: 866-309-1507 BaseCampLeas-
ing.com

HElp WantEd
HAIRSTYLIST/BARBER WANTED 
Experienced, with a following preferred. 
Katonah 914 232 5201 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-

chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

lots & aCrEagE
BANK REPOED! 10 acres- $19,900! 
Awesome Mtn views, hardwoods, private 
bldg site, long rd frontage, utils!No liens 
or back taxes! Terms avail! Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

ABANDONED FARM! 25 acres Trout 
Stream- $49,900. Beautiful acreage, views, 
woods, apple trees! Unadilla River Valley 
location! EZ terms! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

musiCal mErCHandisE
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920's thru 1980's. Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins/Ban-
jos. 1-800-401-0440

proFEssional oFFiCE spaCE
MOUNT KISCO - Private office with 
shared waiting area.  In town, near train, 
parking, shopping, restaurants.  Rent in-
cludes A/C, heat, Wi-Fi and 24/7 access.  
Rents from $695.  Call Howie at (203) 
322-0909.

sporting EvEnts
ALBANY GUN SHOW- Empire State 
Plaza Convention Center- 450 Tables. 
BUY, SELL, TRADE. Sponsored by NYS 

Arms Collectors. Saturday, January 24th 
9-5, Sunday, January 25th 9-3

vaCation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s  
publication
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ACroSS
1 Chicken-king connector
4 Not finished
7 San Francisco hill
10 Net holder
11 Pitching measure
12 “So there you are!”
13 Mischievous one
14 Point
15 Bolivian export
16 You will find this Yorktown 
restaurant at your
“journey’s end”: _____ Bistro
19 TV chef
20 Berry touted as medicinal
21 Drive forward
24 Public row
25 Larry and Curly would eat 
at this new southwestern grill 
in Mohegan Lake
26 Rocky __, 1982 film
27 Audacious behavior
32 Game arbiter, for short
33 US medical research 
branch, for short
34 H.S. biology topic
35 Kind of deer

36 Wedding vow
37 Before Nov.
38 Terminal
39 Mark of perfection
40 Matrix character

Down
1 Saharalike
2 Vitamin C source
3 Concert equipment
4 Center related
5 Humor with a twist
6 Info
7 Put on ___
8 Columbus native
9 Fair, in Edinburgh
17 Strand of hair
18 Implicit
21 Unclean
22 Latter-Day Saint
23 Looked secretly
24 Steal some gas
26 Compound from ammonia
28 Single thing
29 Wrought ___
30 Years ago
31 Alliance acronym

Sudoku: Medium by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

Across

1 Chicken-king connector

4 Not finished

7 San Francisco hill

10 Net holder

11 Pitching measure

12 "So there you are!"

13 Mischievous one

14 Point

15 Bolivian export

16 You will find this Yorktown restaurant at your 
"journey's end": _____ Bistro

19 TV chef

20 Berry touted as medicinal

21 Drive forward

24 Public row

25 Larry and Curly would eat at this new 
southwestern grill in Cortlandt

26 Rocky __, 1982 film

27 Audacious behavior

32 Game arbiter, for short

33 US medical research branch, for short

34 H.S. biology topic

35 Kind of deer

36 Wedding vow

37 Before Nov.

38 Terminal

39 Mark of perfection

40 Matrix character

Down

1 Saharalike

2 Vitamin C source

3 Concert equipment

4 Center related

5 Humor with a twist

6 Info

7 Put on ___

8 Columbus native

9 Fair, in Edinburgh

17 Strand of hair

18 Implicit

21 Unclean

22 Latter-Day Saint

23 Looked secretly

24 Steal some gas

26 Compound from ammonia

28 Single thing

29 Wrought ___

30 Years ago

31 Alliance acronym

Crossword

All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:Terrain3204/17347 and Acadia 7164/23379 . Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 1/31/15.

See solution on page 22
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NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM 
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family, food & drink and great music.  
Now’s your window to get advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be all year.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent spaces  
before they run out. Help us grow our budget for world-class headliners,  
and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount quantities are 
limited. And once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.

The Pleasantville Music Festival is a day of friends & family,  
food & drink and great music. Now’s your window to get  
advance tickets at the lowest price they’re going to be.

Go to Kickstarter.com and search Pleasantville, or use this QR code.

Get deeply discounted tickets, group packages and prime tent  
spaces before they run out. Help us grow our budget for 
world-class headliners, and help yourself to a rockin’ deal. But hurry—discount  
quantities are limited. Once the Kickstarter campaign is up, prices go up, too.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

 

*Wine tasting and sampling *Local Distilleries *Craft Beer 
*Hudson Valley & Regional Wineries *Craft Vendors 

*Chocolate sampling & shopping *Valentine’s Day shopping  

$25/Advance. FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION, VISIT: 
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Somers/North Salem F Nick Caleri, who had a goal and an assist in the Sabers’ 6-3 loss to Carmel last Friday night, is chased by Ram F Tyler Spiridigliozza at the Brewster Ice Arena where the undermanned 
Sabers hung tough for two periods before Tyler Alfonzetti (5G, 1A) burned them... see Hockey Notebook

Nick 
at 

Nite!

S o m e r s / N o r t h  S a l e m  N o  M a t c h  f o r  C a r m e l 
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

  January 20 -January 26, 2015                                                                                                 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                       SPORTS SECTION 

January 20 - January 26, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

Somers G Christine Olert (10) and the Tuskers heard the pleas of  Coach Kristi Dini to finish out games and Somers responded with a 49-43 win over Alyssa Francese (20) and host Yorktown in the opening round 
of  the George Budries Tournament last Saturday. Somers advanced to Monday’s championship... see Girls’ hoops Notebook

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTO (PlEASE vISIT HvSP.PHOTOS FOR MORE BUDRIES TOURNAMENT ACTION)

First Olert!

S o m e r s  R e s p o n d s 
W i t h  G u t - C h e c k  W i n  o v e r  Yo r k t o w n



By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

The Yorktown High boys have 
essentially owned Somers this year 
beating the Tuskers on the football 
field, the soccer pitch and the hardwood 
already this season, and Tusker Nation 
will get one last crack to change things 
up this coming Friday when vengeful 
Somers hosts Yorktown in a rematch 
of the opening round of last Saturday’s 
Yorktown Tournament.

Yorktown’s superior team concept was 
too much for previously unbeaten Somers, 
which fell 52-46 in the first round of the 
George Budries Tournament at Yorktown. 

Husker G Matt Broder came off the 
bench to drain four shots from downtown 
and totaled 15 points while dishing four 
assists for Yorktown (7-3, 2-2). Husker 
F Jesse Bambach, a yeoman, had 13 
points and 11 rebounds for while hotshot 
teammate Mason Dyslin was held to 11 
points but added eight rebounds. Tusker 
F Tommy Gargiulo, Section 1’s answer to 
former NBA All-Star Dennis Rodman, 
did an admirable job on Dyslin, but others 
stepped up when they had to, which is the 
sign of unified club.

Somers G Matt Maloney scored 17 
points for the Tuskers, who died by the 3. 
Somers senior sniper Ryan Grossman was 
held down by Yorktown G Mike Nardone, 
who laid drapes on Grossman and held 
him well below his scoring average.

“I thought we played really well 

defensively,” said Yorktown Coach Kevin 
Downes, a defensive guru by trade. 
“Somers is a very good offensive team 
and our guards, in particular, defended 
well: Especially Nardone, DelBene, Ryan 
Hill, and Matt Broder. These kids are 

very unselfish and really 
share the ball well. I think 
Mason is one of the best 
big men in the section so 
he gets a lot of attention 
from teams. That allows 
our guards to have some 
opportunities and tonight 
Broder took advantage. 
He played very well and 
made some timely shots. 
Jesse was a beast 
inside rebounding 
and scoring. He’s 
only going to get 
better. This is a 
very tough league, 
you have to bring 
it every night. Any 
win in this league 
is a good win.”

Yorktown was 
scheduled to play 
Clarkstown North 
Monday in the 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
game. Ossining 
will play Somers 
in the consolation 
game.

Here’s a glimpse 
at a poll that means jack squat.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Downes’ Class A Huskers (7-3, 2-2) 
looked like every Mahopac team 
of the past five seasons; athletic, 

selfless, gritty and 
determined to 
make believers 
out of anyone 
who doubts them. 
We have been on 
board since Week 
1, so don’t say we 
didn’t warn you that the 
former Mahopac coach 
would turn the Huskers 
around in a hurry. Now, 
they’re a team on a 
mission to the County 
Center for the first time 
since 2009, though the 
losses to Greeley and Fox 
Lane signal that there is 
work to do.

No.2 SOMERS – Coach 
DiCintio’s Class A Tuskers 
(8-1, 3-1), ranked No.20 
in NYS, have been known 
to live by the 3, but they 
died by it in 52-46 loss to 
Yorktown. Revenge could 
be served as quickly as 
Friday.

No.3 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (8-2 in NY, 1-0) are ranked 
No.3 in NYS and they will put that fancy 
rank on the line against Putnam Valley 
this Saturday in a what should be an epic 
League I-C dustup. It’s a Coaches vs. 
Cancer event at Haldane, featuring four 
games against Put Valley teams, including 
JV and varsity. Games tip off at 10 a.m., 12 
p.m., 2 p.m. and the finale at 4 p.m.: PV’s 

Ryan Basso vs. Haldane’s Peter Hoffman 
and Co. The “Hoff ” hit the 1,000-point 
milestone in style, flushing home an alley-
oop dunk. 

No.4 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (8-4, 2-0) 
have been on a roll of late, and once coach 
gets his rotations in order, we think the 
Tigers are still prime-time contenders to 
Woodlands’ throne. Unlikely they can beat 
the Falcons, but visions of County Center 
are still dancing in their heads. First up, 
though, is this playdate with Haldane, 
in which they better figure out a way to 
contain 1,000-point scorer Peter Hoffman 
and rugged Edmond Fitzgerald and Will 
Zuvik. Tiger Ryan Basso continues to inch 
closer to 1,000 points as well.

No.5 BREWSTER – Coach Nelly’s 
Class A Bears (5-6, 1-3) may be a year 

Yorktown Sends Resounding Message to League I-D Foes
Huskers Knock off Previously Unbeaten Somers in Battle of Titans
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With @THE_CROP checking in from the background, 
Yorktown’s Mike Nardone denies Tusker Ryan Grossman a 
good look at hoop. Somers F Pat Melly meets the end of  the Mason Dyslin line.

Put valley G Kevin Gallagher defends the iron in Tiger 
blowout of  Pawling last Thursday.

Yorktown Coach Kevin Downes leads his troops after win over Somers.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.



away from seriously competing for a deep 
playoff run but we’re thinking next year 
they youthful Bears will make splash, and 
Coach Nelly confirmed those thoughts. 
Between Jon Palmieri and Sam Adama, 
who scored 23 points in Brewster’s 70-61 
win over Horace Greeley, the Bears have 
some pieces.

HM CROTON – Coach Thom’s Class B 
Tigers (8-4, 3-1) had their grip on League 
III-A title loosened when they were blown 
out at Briarcliff but they are still hopeful. 
In a win against Westlake, Teejay Searight 
14 points, 5 assists, 3 steals while fellow G 
Charlie Goldberg added 11 points with 
three 3s. Owen Ackerman (11 points, 6 

rebounds), Chris McVeety (11 points, 10 
rebounds, 3 blocks - no doubt, his best 
game of the season) and Rory Parker (9 
points, 6 assists) were huge. This was 
Parker’s best game all-around game of the 
season. Still, we can’t bump the Tigers into 
the top 5 after getting crushed by Cliffy.

HM LAKELAND – Coach Weltman’s 
Class A Hornets (5-5, 2-0) are starting 
to look like the League I-B favorites after 
they’ve begun the league slate with a pair 

of W’s over Peekskill 
and 70-68 Beacon, 
which was closer than 
we would have liked 
against a struggling 
1-11 outfit.

HM CARMEL 
–Coach Venditto’s 
Class AA Rams (4-6, 
2-1) are in the same 
position as Brewster, 
and we should see 
them take some 
serious strides in 
2016. Underclassmen 
Ryan Train and Josh 
Alexander each 
scored 15 points in 
the 52-44 win over 
RCK.

HM HEN HUD 
– If Coach Hirsch’s 
Class A Sailors (7-2, 
1-1) beat Lakeland 
this Wednesday, 
we will seriously 
consider them for a 
top 5 spot, but the 72-
66 loss to Peekskill 
killed any chance of 

that this week.
HM PANAS – 

Coach Sully’s reigning 
Section 1 Class A 
champion Panthers 
(4-6, 1-1) hung tough 
with Put Valley in a 
47-40 setback, but 
they can’t be losing 
to Class B clubs if 
they are planning 
an impactful run at 
the I-B title. Still, 
Brandon Collins and 
Mike Evans provide 
them with one of the 
best 1-2 punches in 
the league.

HM MAHOPAC – 
Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-7, 0-3) 
are at rock bottom 
now, so what do we 
tell people when 
they hit the floor: 
Rise above the issues 
that are holding you 
back, including their 
vast internal issues 
and off-court lunacy 
(i.e. racial strife) that has 

plagued the program since last March. 
If the recent racial allegations stemming 
out of an incident at Carmel are proven 
to be true, the better part of Mahopac 
will have its eyes blackened once again, 
and Section 1 will likely be forced to take 

reparations against the prideful Putnam 
County school district. The investigation 
between Mahopac and Carmel is set to 
conclude either Tuesday or Wednesday, 
and we’re told by the parents of the player 
in question that he has informed school 
administrators he is willing to submit to a 
polygraph to clear his name regarding the 

alleged racial slur.
My bet is there will 

be wholesale changes 
next year within this 
club, and that is sad 
for a program that 
has been as consistent 
as any in Class AA, 
besides Mount 
Vernon, the last four 
or five years. It just 
isn’t working out as 
currently constructed 
and I’m told the 
masses are angry and 
unwilling to put up 
with another year like 
this.

HM PEEKSKILL 
– Coach Turner’s 
Class A Red Devils 
(3-8, 2-2) can make 
all the naysayers look 
like fools should they 
figure out a way to 
win the I-B title and 
win a playoff game, 
but it’s hard to believe 
we’re setting the  
bar there for a program 
with championship 
pedigree like 
Peekskills.
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Husker Jesse Bambach gets out on Somers 
G Matt Maloney in Huskers’ 52-46 win over 
Tuskers Saturday.

Somers F Tom Gargiulo goes up for shot in loss to Yorktown.

Put valley G Zack Nolan attacks iron in rout of  Pawling.

Husker Matt Broder played the role of  sniper in 52-46 win over Somers, 
hitting 4 treys.

Put valley junior G Anders Spittal has been impactful in his rookie season 
with the Tigers.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.



By Tony Pinciaro
Somers’ varsity girls basketball coach 

Kristi Dini challenged her team in 
December with a difficult non-conference 
schedule.

The Class A Tuskers faced perennial 
powers Our Lady of Lourdes, defending 
Class A champion Peekskill and Class 
AA Arlington, to name a few. When 
December concluded, Somers had a 1-5 
record, but it was somewhat deceiving.

“In every loss, we were right there,” Dini 
said. “They were single-digit losses and 
close games, but we just couldn’t finish.”

The New Year has brought a 
reinvigorated Somers to the floor and 
the Tuskers have responded with four 
consecutive wins to open league play. 
Last week, Somers swept Yorktown, 
bested Brewster by 10 points (51-41) and 
defeated John Jay-Cross River (42-34).

“Yes, we had a tough start as far as 
our record goes, but I think playing that 
tough, non-conference schedule helped 
prepare us for league play,” said Dini, 
herself a star player at Putnam Valley and 
Boston College where in 2009 was the 
NCAA 3-Point Champion.

“Now we are showing a toughness, 
we were missing, in dealing with teams’ 
runs and responding with our own. 
We’re staying up when things aren’t going 
our way and finishing games. We’re also 
shooting the ball a little bit better,” Dini 
added.

Gabby Rosenzweig led all scorers in the 
win over Yorktown (5-4) with 18 points in 
the George Budries Tournament opener 
Saturday.

Kelly Donnellan dropped 14 points in 

the Huskers’ 44-37 win over Greeley.
OSSINING continued its roll, running 

its winning streak to seven consecutive 
games with overwhelming victories over 
Horace Greeley, Beacon and Lakeland. 
The two-time defending NYC Class 

AA champion Pride are 
currently 10-2 and will play 
at undefeated Peekskill, 
Wednesday.

“The girls are moving the 
ball great right now and 
hitting the open man with 
regularity,” Ossining coach 
Dan Ricci said. “One of the 
hardest things to get teams 
to do is to come to play when 
they know they are the better 
team. Most often, teams don’t 
bring the intensity in games 
like that, and, so far, we have 
had great intensity in every 
one of those games.”

In Ossining’s win over 
Lakeland, Jalay Knowles 
reached a milestone – her 
100th win as a member of 
the varsity girls’ basketball 
team. In five years as a starter 
Knowles has gone 100-15 
along with Ricci.

“Jalay has been a pleasure 
to coach,” Ricci said. “She is 
an awesome kid off the court 
and a hard worker on the 

court. She gives the 
same effort regardless 
of who we play and the 
same effort every day in 
practice as well.

“On the court she has 
done nothing but win,” 
he added. “She has four 
sectional titles, three 
regional titles and two 
state championships.”

Knowles finished 
with 23 points and 
11 rebounds in the 
Lakeland game and 
Shadeen Samuels 
had a team-high 24 
points and collected 
10 rebounds. Abby 
Squirrell filled out the 
statistics’ sheet with 10 
points, 11 rebounds, 
three assists, three 
blocks and two steals.

MAHOPAC had 
a Dutchess-County 
doubleheader with 
Arlington and John 
Jay-East Fishkill. The 
Indians opened by 
rallying to a 63-60 
victory over Arlington 
before a nailbiting, 50-
47 setback to John Jay-

East Fishkill. Mahopac is now 7-4 on the 
season.

“We had a big win vs. Arlington,” 
Mahopac coach Chuck Scozzafava said. 
“We came back several times, especially 
in the fourth quarter when we outscored 
them, 17-6. It was an all-around good 
effort and great job by the bench.”

Alayne Felix led Mahopac with 18 

points in a double-double effort, and 
Caroline Horan netted 16 points against 
Arlington.

“We came out and we were down, 17-6, 
but we came back and were down four at 
the half,” said Scozzafava of the John Jay-
East Fishkill game. “We played hard, but 
we just had some trouble scoring. It was a 
tough loss after a big win.”

Feliz led all scorers with 18 points.
CARMEL split two games during the 

week, dropping a 47-33 verdict to John 
Jay-East Fishkill, then stepping outside its 
league to defeat Blind Brook, 50-29. The 
Rams are 5-4 on the season.

Hannah Aull led Carmel with 11 points 
and Alexis Wright added eight points 
and a team-leading 10 rebounds against a 
good Jay club.

Caitlyn Murphy paced Carmel with 
18 points and eight steals against Blind 
Brook. Kelly Oliver chipped in with nine 
points and Wright duplicated her John 
Jay-East Fishkill performance with eight 
points and 10 rebounds.

“It was our best game, this season, in 
so far as contributions from multiple 
players,” said Carmel coach Dan O’Hare 
about the Blind Brook game. “It was a 
total team effort with Maddie Riddle and 
Hana Riddle each having seven points 
coming off the bench.”

HALDANE will host PUTNAM 
VALLEY Saturday at 2:00 p.m. in a 
Coaches vs. Cancer game. The Haldane 
and PV boys’ team will tip off at 4:00 p.m.

“It’s going to be a very special day,” Blue 
Devil Coach Tyrone Searight said.

PEEKSKILL lost to Lourdes
Ray Gallagher contributed to this story.
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Somers Starting to Close Out Games, Beats Yorktown in Tourney
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Yorktown’s Taryn Horgan looks to shake the defense of  Somers’ Spencer 
Santini.

Somers G Gabrielle Rosenzweig checks Yorktown’s Sarah Bonner 
in Tuskers’ opening-round tourney win over Huskers.

Mahopac’s Alayne Felix defends the rack in win 
over Arlington.

Somers G Gabrielle Rosenzweig is guarded by 
Yorktown’s Alyssa Francese in Tusker win over 
Huskers Saturday.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.
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Carmel Tames Brewster, 7-4; LaSpina Bros. Fire up Somers
Perez, Hanson Have Hen Hud on a Roll
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

And down the stretch they come! 
The local hockey circuit has revealed 

a cluster of Northern Westchester and 
Putnam County teams that have the ability 

to beat up on each other every night, but 
the jury is still out on whether or not any 
of them has the goods to contend against 
the upper echelon of Section 1. Know this 
much: It will be a major undertaking to 
take down the powers that be, but any of 

the locals who post a playoff W will have 
done a fair job this season.

Brewster (7-5-1) suffered a 7-4 loss to 
Carmel (6-2-1), who saw big Mike Gamby 
grab a hat trick while Tyler Alfonzetti 
scored twice and set up two more. Bear JT 
Goodliffe set up for scores in Brewster’s 
5-3 triumph of Yorktown, who has cooled 
off some after a solid run. James Carey 
and Sean DeGaray each scored twice for 
the Bears.

Hen Hud (6-4) scored a big 6-4 win 
over New Rochelle when Vinny Perez 
scored once and set up two more. Brett 
Hanson scored twice for the Sailors, 
who have wasted little time getting their 

program up to speed. Hen Hud also 
defeated Yorktown, 4-2, behind two more 
from Perez, plus a goal and two helpers 
from Hanson.

Mahopac’s Robert Buckley and John 
Dignam each tickled twine in a 2-0 W 
over John Jay CR in the consolation game 
of the Suffern tournament. Indian G 
Tommy Gilmore posted 20 saves for the 
shutout as Mahopac (6-5) got itself above 
.500.

Luigi Olinto had the hats flying in 
Somers/North Salem's 10-0 W over 
L/P. RJ LaSpina added two goals and 
continues his big season. Somers/NS also 

defeated Greeley 6-4 and as the Sabers 
(6-9) continue to get healthy, they get 
better with each game, plus the addition 
of 8th-grader Brandon LaSpina has been 
a shot in the arm for an ailing club. The 
future stud sank a pair of goals against 
the Quakers. Not to be outdone by his  
kid brother, R.J. put up a hat trick. He 
now has 25 goals on the season, right 
up there with the big boys in Section 
1. Olinto (1G, 3A) was his typical self, 
sparking rallies and doing damage. 
Sabers G Tim Henning stopped 58 shots, 
so the defense in front of him needs to 
 shore up some.
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Carmel’s Ryan lankafel sets up his goal with James Carey Brewster behind.

Mike Gamby had three goals for Carmel in a 7-4 
win over Brewster.

Brewster F Aaron Treiling is hunted by Carmel’s Tyler Alfonzetti who scored twice and set up two more 
in 7-4 win over Bears.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Nobody advocates fighting in high 
school basketball, but now that it’s come 
to pass, the little dust-up between host 
Putnam Valley and Ossining at the 
conclusion of the Tigers’ 68-49 victory last 
Tuesday, might be just what the doctor 
ordered for an inconsistent Putnam 
Valley (4-4) club. The flare-up between 
the Tigers and Pride was brief but it 
told the chemistry-seeking Tigers a little 
something-something about each other: I 
got your back, is what it said.

Coach Mike McDonnell’s 2014 Class B 
finalists Tigers, coming off back-to-back 
Final 4 appearances at the County Center, 
are one of handful of Class B team capable 
of finding their way back to White Plains 
this March, but they won’t do so unless 
they find a way to mesh internally. The 
deal with Ossining may have fortified 
their internal resolve and the belief that 

“at least we have each other” when they 
take the court. 

PV seniors Ryan Basso (23 points) and 
Zack Nolan (12 points) carried the bulk of 
the burden, Nolan playing one of his better 
all-around games this season. If Nolan can 
lift his game to the level consistently, the 
Tigers might find themselves in the hunt 
for the League I-C title, though Haldane 
(5-2) will have a lot to say about that on 
Jan. 24th and again on Feb. 6th when 
the league title should be decided at PV 
High (expectations will be high for @
PVVBSuperfans that day).

Put Valley also saw juniors guards 
Harrison Deegan (10 points) and Anders 
Spittal (9 points) contribute while 
Ossining was led by A.J. Stockeley, who 
scored a team-high 14 points. 

The anticipated battle between Haldane 
and PV will feature Basso and Blue Devil 
swingman Peter Hoffmann, who will pose 
incredible matchup issues for the Tigers if 
lengthy Joe Spinola and Nolan can’t stay 
out of foul trouble. Teams like Nanuet, 
who defeated Haldane, 49-45, in the finals 
of the Hastings tourney, have held the 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils under 50, so it can be done, but 
the Tigers will have to bring the pressure 
to snag this particular league title, which 
would give them at least a share for three-
straight years.

Haldane has proven options besides 
Hoffman, including Will Zuvic, Edmund 
Fitzgerald and Garrett Quigley, among 
others, so this should be a couple of wars 
we’ll all be looking forward to.

After a very light week of action, here’s 
a look at the latest meaningless Fab 5 Poll.
Putnam/NWE Fab Five Hoops Poll

No.1 SOMERS – Coach DiCintio’s 
Class A Tuskers (5-0) appear to be as deep 
as any club in this poll, with more potent 
scoring than anyone in this poll, and a 
commitment to defense they’ve come up 
short on in recent seasons. This League 
I-D title chase figures to come down to 
one of four teams: the Tuskers, Huskers, 
Quakers and Foxes, all of whom are legit. 
Something tells me Feb.6th will be a 
telling date, what with the Tuskers paying 

Greeley a season finale visit in what figures 
to be a raucous environment.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach Downes 
Class A Huskers (4-1) are not to be taken 
lightly as the New Year unfolds and they 
will find out quickly where they stand in 
this League I-D title chase, which seems 
destined to go to the wire. F Mason Dyslin 
is an X-factor you best be set to deal with 
or you’ll be on the shy side of the count. 
Remember where you heard it first back in 
Week 1: Anyone sleeping on the Huskers 
is in for a nightmare.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Coach Harter Class 
AA Indians (3-3) are far more athletic 
and bruising that most teams below them, 
so we kinda think that in a down year in 
this neck of the woods, the Indians would 
prevail over most.

No.4 HALDANE – Coach Virgadamo’s 
defending Section 1 Class C champion 
Blue Devils (5-2) are about to make 
believers out of the doubters; just as they 
did in a 71-47 rout of Hastings when 
Peter Hoffmann (15 points), Will Zuvic 
(15 points) and Edmund Fitzgerald (14 
points, 11 boards) did the bulk of the 
damage. Expected more from the Devils 
in Sunday’s 49-45 loss to Nanuet in finals 

of Hastings tourney: Hoffman led with 12 
points, Fitzgerald had 11 points and 12 
rebounds and Garrett Quigley added 10 
points.

No.5 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
McDonnell’s Class B Tigers (4-4) appear 
to be turning the corner in a nick of time, 

Put Valley Steamrolls Ossining, 68-49, Basso Drops 23
Haldane Falls in Hastings Tourney Final
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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PV’s Joe Spinola finds seam in Ossining defense.

Put Valley’s Anders Spittal drops two off  the 
opening two in win over Ossining.

Putnam Valley’s Zack Nolan fires J against the Pride and played one of  his best games this season in 
68-49 rout of  Ossining last Tuesday.

THE SHRUB OAK ATHLETIC CLUB
Will be taking registrations for Baseball, Lacrosse and Softball atLakeland Copper Beach Middle School on Route 132 on the following dates:

2015 SPRING SEASON:

Snow Date Saturday, Feb 21 ONLY if Saturday, January 24 OR 31* are cancelled due to weather

Birth or Baptismal certificates are required for all new registrants. An additional fee of $20 per participant will be charged
after January 30th. All returned checks will be subject to a $25. bank charge.

Lacrosse Fee: $80.00 • Travel $125• Baseball Fee: $140.00 •Softball Fee: $140.00 • Family Membership Fee: included in fees

Instructional League: Boys: Ages 5 & 6 • Girls Ages 5 & 6

For further information 
Softball Director-Mike Houlihan 962-7099 • Baseball Director: Vinny Fiorillo 962-7099

Girls’ Lacrosse Director Vin Collins TeamCollins8@verizon.net

(Make up date for Jan 24 & 31 if cancelled)

Boys: Ages 5-16 Girls: Ages 5-16
Wed, Jan 28, 7pm-9pm
Sat, Feb 21, 9am-12pm

BaSeBaLL - BOYS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

BaSeBaLL - GIRLS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

TRAVEL  
Grades 3-8

Wed., Jan 28-7pm-9pm

CLINIC  
Grades 1-2

Sat., Jan 31-9am-12pm
GIRLS LACROSSE
Sat., Jan 24 9am-2pm

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
Sat., Jan 24 9am-2pm
Sat., Jan 31 9am-12pm

S.O.A.C. VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Season: MARCH 10 - JUNE 6

Age Divisions:
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 3-4
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 5-6
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 7-8

*Net Height Adjusted and use of Lighter Volleyballs per age group
Sign Ups: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

SAT. 1/24 9am-2pm • WED.1/28 7pm-9pm • SATURDAY 1/31 9am-12 Noon
SAT. FEB. 21: SNOW MAKE UP ONLY IF SAT JAN. 24 OR 31 ARE CANCELLED

VOLLEYBALL FEE: $110 • SOAC FAMILY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED IN FEE

For Further Information Contact: Joe Felipe, Volleyball Coordinator
jfelipe_127@hotmail.com
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Yorktown’s Jesse Bambach stands his ground and takes a charging call against Somers G Nick lombardo in the Huskers’ 52-46 league I-D win over the visiting Tuskers in the opening round of  the George 
Budries Tournament last Saturday. The Huskers would see Bambach notch a double-double to help lead Yorktown to last night’s championship against Clarkstown North who the Huskers would beat and reign 
supreme with 61-37 victory to win the Budries Tournament. The Huskers are now 8-3... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

 • Call for Big Game Sunday Catering.  
   2-6 foot wedges & full catering Menu available
• Call for reservations of 2 or more for 
   Valentines’s Day
• Now Booking March 9 Cooking Class - 
   Flavors of Spain.  Call Chef Marco at 914-615-1859
• Look on our website for all cooking class menus.

www.ginostrattoria.com
597 Route 6. Mahopac.  Phone: (845) 628 1911 Chef/Owners Marco & Gino Barbaro

Gift Certifi cates 

Always available

We deliver catering to all of Westchester, Putnam & 
Dutchess Counties, plus 

Danbury, Ridge� eld, Stamford & Greenwich Connecticut

Yorktown 
Takes 
Charge!
Huskers Unite, 
Hand State- 
Ranked Somers  
1st Loss




