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LOOKING FOR A NEW JEWELER?
Visit Aljan Jewelers -- still around serving the Mahopac, Carmel and Somers area for the last 40 years.

Expert watch and jewelry repairs, batteries, appraisals, and unique brands of gold, silver & diamond jewelry.
Bring us this ad and receive 25% OFF any in-stock item. 
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Nellie Keller, considered the oldest resident in Yorktown, celebrated her 106th birthday August 
11 at the Seabury residence with Councilman Vishnu Patel and other well-wishers. One of  Keller’s 
daughters, Barbara Wilkins, is a former councilwoman. “What will matter in life is every act of  
integrity, compassion or sacrifice that enrich, empower or encourage others to emulate your 
example,” Patel read to Keller.

Forever Young

By Evan Lefkowitz
More than 100 concerned members of 

the Yorktown community descended on 
the Grace Lutheran Church last Wednesday 
evening to learn about the proposed high 
pressure natural gas pipeline. Organized by 
“Let’s Keep Yorktown Safe,” a 15- member 
community group, the full house gathering 
was a blend of presentations conducted 
by local environmental and scientific 
professionals to explain the dangers 
of Spectra Energy Corp’s Algonquin 
Incremental Market or (AIM) Project 

According to the Federal Energy 

Regulation Commission (FERC) website, 
the proposed Algonquin Incremental 
Market or (AIM) Project would include 
the construction and operation of 
about 37.6 miles of pipeline in New 
York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts, 
composed of the following facilities: 
replacement of 26.3 miles of existing 
pipeline with a 16- and 42-inch-diameter 
pipeline; extension of an existing 1loop 
pipeline with about 3.3 miles of additional 
12- and 36-inch-diameter pipeline within 
Algonquin’s existing right-of-way; and 
installation of about 8.0 miles of new 16, 

24, and 42-inch-diameter pipeline.
The project’s proposed aboveground 

facilities consist of modifications to six 
existing compressor stations. The project 
would provide firm transportation service 
of 342,000 dekatherms per day of natural 
gas to local distribution companies and 
municipal utilities in Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, and Massachusetts. Spectra Energy 
anticipates the AIM Project to be  fully 
operational in November 2016. 

Led by Lisa Mackay, the presentation 
covered wide ranging concerns from health 
and safety issues, parkland alienation 

and sport fields at Granite Knolls, 
pigging stations, the Environmental, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
Environmental Impact Statements, and 
Eminent Domain. In attendance were 
Supervisor Michael Grace, Councilmen 
Nick Bianco and Vishnu Patel, Highway 
Superintendent Dave Paganelli and 
Democratic candidate for New York State 
Senate candidate Justin Wagner. 

“We are trying to create awareness,” 
Mackay explained. “Most folks along the 
pipeline were not even aware that they 

Yorktown Group Raises Awareness About Pipeline Project

Local Teacher Found 
Guilty of Changing  
Test Scores
By Rick Pezzullo

A Peekskill High School teacher has 
been found guilty of changing the answers 
on Regents exams of two students in 2013 
and was fined a half-year salary.

Hearing Officer Dennis Campagna 
ruled on August 8 that Allison Risoli, 54, 
a resident of Peekskill and chairwoman of 
the Social Studies Department at Peekskill 
High School, altered the answer sheets for 
the United States History of Government 
and Global History and Geography 
Regents tests between January 24 and 31, 
2013 and “has engaged in acts constituting 
Misconduct, Conduct Unbecoming a 
Teacher and insubordination.”

Risoli’s alterations on the examinations 
gave each of the students a passing 
score. She was found guilty of all four 
disciplinary charges brought against her 
by the Peekskill School District and was 
fined $62,293.50.

Under the hearing officer’s 
determination, Risoli, a tenured teacher, 
is permitted to return to work for the 
2014-15 school year. However, two counts 
of Offering a False Instrument for Filing 
in the First Degree, class E felonies, filed 
against Risoli by the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s Office on April 29, 
2013 are still pending. If found guilty, she 
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By Rick Pezzullo
On four World Series champion teams 

with the New York Yankees, Bernie 
Williams played a pivotal role in a star-
studded lineup, and during his 16 years as 
a Bronx Bomber he quietly drove in more 
post season RBI than any other player in 
the history of Major League Baseball.

Since retiring in 2006, Williams, 
who lives in Armonk, has successfully 
transitioned from centerfield to center 
stage with a musical career that has 
already included a Latin Grammy Award 
nomination for Best Instrumental Album 
in 2009.

At just eight years old, Williams, 
45, became hooked on the sounds of a 

flamenco guitar his 
father bought him in 
Spain. A classically 
trained guitarist, 
Williams would often 
play in clubhouses or 
during team flights 
with the Yankees. After 
hanging up his spikes 
he studied guitar and 
composition for a year 
at SUNY Purchase.

In 2011, Williams 
co-authored a book 
titled Rhythms of 
the Game: The Link 
Between Music and 

Athletic Performance, which examines 
the relationship between musical artistry 
and athletics through the eyes of someone 
who has excelled at both.

On Friday night at the Paramount 
Hudson Valley in Peekskill, baseball and 
music fans have a chance to see Williams 
in action when he and his all-star band 
perform jazz, classical, pop, Brazilian, and 
Latin sounds at 8 p.m.

Ticket information can be found at 
www.paramounthudsonvalley.com or by 
calling (914) 739-0039. Recently, premium 
meet and greet tickets were announced 
where fans who purchase tickets in the 
first four rows for $100 apiece will get to 
meet Williams after the show.

Bernie Williams to Perform Friday at Paramount in Peekskill
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Bernie Williams has gone from centerfield to center stage.

continued from page 1
Local Teacher Found Guilty of Changing Test Scores

could face a maximum sentence of four 
years in state prison on each count.

“We believe that justice has been 
served,” said Douglas Glickert, president 
of the Peekskill Board of Education. “This 
decision validates the district’s course of 
action given the evidence indicating that 
Ms. Risoli was guilty of compromising the 
integrity of her role as a teacher when she 
improperly changed answers on Regents 
exams.”

“The Board of Education respects 
the 3020A process, the hearing officer’s 

decision and awaits the outcome of the 
other pending matters,” he added.

According to District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore, several days after Risoli delivered 
the original answer sheets to the school 
district’s Data Analyst and the exams 
were scanned and submitted to the Lower 
Hudson Regional Information Center, 
Risoli returned to the Data Analyst’s 
Office and indicated there was a problem 
with a few students’ answer sheets.

Risoli “reviewed” the original answer 
sheets while in the office and then returned 

the sheets to the Data Analyst, according 
to DiFiore. A subsequent check showed 
the answer sheets that were returned were 
altered. Specifically, Risoli marked the 
incorrect answer with an “X” and filled in 
the correct answer, according to DiFiore.

Allison Risoli

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS
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By Rick Pezzullo
A new CVS store and a standalone 

bank are being proposed for an empty lot 
across from the BJ’s Shopping Center on 
Route 202 and Old Crompond Road in 
Yorktown.

The 12,900-square-foot CVS would be 
the company’s fourth between Peekskill 
and Yorktown Heights. CVS already has 
locations in the Beach Shopping Center, 
on Route 6 in Mohegan Lake and at the 
Triangle Shopping Center.

A representative of T.M. Crowley & 
Associates told the Yorktown Planning 

Board last week 74 parking spaces are 
planned to accommodate the drive-thru 
CVS and the 2,500-square-foot bank, 
which would be neighbors to Chase bank 
on 202.

Several Planning Board members asked 
if the building could be rotated so the back 
wouldn’t face Best Plumbing and another 
building that is being envisioned for a 
restaurant. Clearly marked pedestrian 
crosswalks were also requested.

Meanwhile, the Planning Board also 
discussed a referral from the Town Board 
for a request to rezone property east of 

the Best Plumbing building from 
R1-20 (half-acre residential) to 
C-2 (commercial) and RSP-1 (55 
plus age oriented) to accommodate 
47,500 square feet of office and retail 
space and 96 residential units. The 
plan also includes a senior center 
that may be given to the town and a 
swimming pool.

Five separate parcels are part 
of the project. The commercial 
buildings would front on Old 
Crompond Road and the residential 
units would be spread out over the 
rear portion of the site.

New CVS Proposed on 202 
in Yorktown Across from BJ’s

“You were able to answer every question we had along the way and
found us the perfect house.”  J. & E. Ackerman, Buyers, Irvington

“You’re my hero, again and again!” Michele Monteforte, Buyer, Garrison

“Bill mediated a host of problems and, all in all, he’s a superstar.” David
Wright, Lawyer, Estate Sale,Yorktown 

“Your marketing strategy was very effective,
you provided expert and valued advice and
never tried to steer us into hasty decisions.”
Sophie & Mike Farigoul, Sellers, Putnam Valley

“A great communicator and a trusted advisor!” 
Jeffery and Anthony Simmons, Sellers, Peekskill

Rely on Bill for all your real estate needs.
Learn more at: PrimaveraRealEstate.com

Or call Bill directly at: 914-522-2076

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights, NY, 
914.245.0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA
What his clients say about

R

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

Proposed design of  new CVS on 202.

Disputed Center Demolished

A former sales building for Trump Residences off  Route 6 in Shrub Oak that Yorktown Supervisor 
Michael Grace had actively looked to save for a possible town senior center fell victim recently to 
a wrecking ball. The land is supposed to be used for a walking trail, gazebo and other amenities 
for town residents.

Bill PRiMAVeRA PhOTO
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Cortlandt Town Board last week 

rejected bids placed on five in-rem 
properties at an auction last month and 
will hold another sale in November.

Supervisor Linda Puglisi explained 
the bids were not accepted because they 
didn’t cover the amount of the back taxes 
owed or the value of the properties.

Of the 26 properties available at the 
July 15 auction at Town Hall, 10 received 
offers totaling $240,000. Over the next 
month, five property owners caught up 

on their taxes, leaving just five for the 
Town Board to take action on last week. 
Bidders are required to put down 10% 
on what they bid and have 60 days from 
the sale to pay the remaining balance.

Since January 2013, outstanding taxes 
in Cortlandt have been reduced from 
$2.6 million to $1.4 million. Of the 
16 properties in Cortlandt, about two 
percent have fallen behind on property 
taxes over the last six years.

“The process we have been going 
through has been a very beneficial 
one for the town residents and 
property taxpayers here in town,” said 
Councilman Seth Freach.

Westchester is one of only two 
counties in New York State where 
municipalities are mandated to collect 
all taxes and guarantee tax payments to 
school districts and county government.

Puglisi noted Cortlandt has $14 
million in fund balance and reserve 
accounts, three times what the town had 
set aside for a rainy day when she was 
first elected supervisor 23 years ago.

Cortlandt Town Board  
Rejects Bids on In-Rem Properties

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS

240 Rte. 6 Mahopac NY 10541
(8 minutes from the Taconic)

(845) 621-7128
Ceiling Fans and Lampshades 
www.midcountylighting.com

Newly Remodeled !
~ Lighting with Style, Quality and Value~

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

A truck carrying tree trunks and other trimmings toppled over heading north on Route 9 to 
Annsville Circle in Peekskill at about 7:45 a.m. Monday, blocking both lanes for several hours. The 
driver escaped unharmed after being helped by passing motorists. 

truck

Putnam Valley, NY - New Listing! 
Just Reduced $469,900!

Ready to Move In, NO STEP RANCH on 
gorgeous 2 acres! Backs up to Appalach-
ain Trail! 2200 sq ft of perfection! Huge 

backyard deck for entertaining 4 bedrm, 2 
bath,plumbing in for 3rd! All new kit & baths! 
Hardwood fl rs, CAC, 2 car garage! Full base-

ment! Private 2 acres! Mins to RR!
Call today - Judy 914 490-9032!!

Judith Guzzi & Associates LLC

RiCK PezzullO PhOTO

Driver Unharmed in Truck Mishap
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By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 

declared the city in “stable but serious” 
financial condition during his first State 
of the City Address last Monday night at 
City Hall.

Catalina, who defeated Mary Foster 
last November, blamed the previous 
administration for not making “hard 
decisions” and leaving the city in dire 
financial straits, but vowed to continue 
to take measures to boost economic 
development and not repeat “the 
catastrophic mistakes of the past.”

“The state of the city, financially, looks 
like a boxer after a 15-round fight,” 
Catalina said. “We have taken a beating, 
much of it self-inflicted, but we are still 
standing. We have shifted our focus to 
stopping wasteful spending. We will 
welcome commercial and residential 
development that expands our tax 
base, creates jobs and makes Peekskill 
a destination city. We have a difficult 
road but by working together, our future 
has never looked brighter. It’s dawn in 
Peekskill after a long, cold night and we 
will persevere.”

During his campaign and after he 
got elected, Catalina called for an 
independent audit of the city’s books and 
records, which would have carried with 
it a price tag of about $75,000, but last 
week he backed away from that stance, 
explaining he was satisfied with the 

reports completed by the city’s auditor, 
O’Connor Davies, and New York State 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli.

However, he hammered Foster and 
prior councilmembers for reducing an 
unrestricted fund balance of $11.8 million 
in 2007 to $7,500 in 2013, the same year 
33 city positions were eliminated and the 
Peekskill Celebration was cancelled after 
17 straight years.

“The oppressive measures taken in the 
2013 budget have left this city in not just 
a very serious financial condition but 
unattractive to potential residents and 
investors,” Catalina said. “The city will pay 

its debts regardless of where they came 
from and I was elected to clean up this 
mess and move this city forward. But it is 
difficult to sit idly by after a million dollar 
debt has been dropped into my lap by the 
former mayor while some on this council 
point to an artificial surplus as some sort 
of validation of the failed and disastrous 
fiscal policies of the past six years.”

During his first few months in office, 
Catalina said he was able to settle a 
lawsuit with Key Bank and keep the audio 
and sound system intact at Paramount 
Hudson Valley; abolish administrative 
fees for at-risk children at the Kiley Center 

and groups like the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee and the Road Knights; 
open up a dialogue with Ginsburg 
Development Corporation to develop 
property on the waterfront and with the 
Lincoln Depot Foundation to complete its 
project; and reduced the size and cost of a 
planned central firehouse.

He said an “aggressive pro-growth 
attitude” has also attracted almost half 
a billion dollars of private development 
money from potential commercial and 
residential projects.

“These projects will expand our tax base 
and cost little to service,” Catalina said. “In 
the past six years, only one commercial 
building, Walgreen’s, was constructed. 
This city should not be turning down any 
new development project for any reason 
whatsoever.”

Meanwhile, Catalina claimed morale is 
up at City Hall since he arrived and more 
work is being accomplished at council 
meetings with a strict time limit and 
uniformed police officers no longer in 
place.

“We have restored civility, dignity 
and honor in the conduct of our city 
business. We have done this by removing 
uniformed police from the Council 
Chamber; permitting more free speech, 
not restricting free speech; and observing 
decorum ourselves in our manner, tone 
and yes, even dress.”

Catalina Focuses on Finances in First State of the City Address

Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina took the AlS ice Bucket Challenge last week outside City hall. 



August 19 - August 25, 20146 The Northern Westchester Examiner

By Michael Giuliano
Hilltop Hanover Farm in Yorktown 

hosted a cookies and milk party on 
Saturday afternoon, to celebrate the 
naming of its newest calf, Cricket. The 
calf, which was born on July 31, was the 
first cow to be birthed on the farm in 23 
years.

The naming party, which took place 
from 12 to 4 p.m., featured free milk 
and cookies for all attendants, and was 
preceded by a demonstration on hand-
milking the cattle. The name choices, 
which could be voted for online, were 
mostly homages to pop-culture icons. 
The possible names were: Chanel (for 
Coco Chanel), Christal (referencing the 
Christal family, who once owned Hilltop 
Hanover), Charlotte (after Charlotte’s 
Web), Clara (from Heidi), and Cricket 
(because it’s unusual).  In the end, Cricket 
proved to be the most popular.  

Along with Cricket, Hilltop Hanover is 
home to three other cows: Cocoa, Clover, 
and Cosmo. Cocoa, who is seven years old, 
is the mother of both Clover and Cricket, 
and Cosmo is Clover’s newborn.  All of 
the cattle are of the Dutch Belted breed. 
Legendary circus showman P.T. Barnum 
was one of the first people to import the 
Dutch Belted cattle from Holland in the 
1840’s, presenting them as a rare and 
exotic breed in his traveling circus. While 
it was once a popular and thriving breed, 

it’s now very rare. Carol Lake, Director of 
Education at Hillside Hanover, said that 
there are fewer than 200 Dutch Belted 
cattle in the entire United States, and 
recent estimates put the global population 
below 1,000.  

Lake is also the herdswoman and 
livestock manager at Hilltop Hanover, 
and was instrumental in bringing the 
cattle to Yorktown. Cocoa, Clover, and 
Cosmo were originally housed at the 
Hampshire College Farm Center in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, as a part of 
the school’s Agriculture program. Lake, 
who owned her own dairy farm in New 

Hampshire, had a contact at the college, 
and assisted with the relocation to Hilltop 
Hanover. Along with taking care of the 
cattle, Lake assists and advises the farm 
on managing its resources to best utilize 
and accommodate the cows.

While the staff at Hilltop Hanover would 
like to add more cows in the future, they 
are currently hindered by the available 
land resources they currently have. 
Only about four acres of the farmland 
is ready and sustainable for cattle and 
other livestock, and it will be a few years 
before the surrounding 28 acres of plots 
are made suitable for habitation. As such, 

the amount of dairy products from the 
cattle will be limited, and will mostly serve 
solely as an educational tool for the public.  
Adding to this is Lake’s (understandable) 
reluctance to add a bull into the mix. Not 
only is the farm not currently equipped 
to handle more cattle, but dairy bulls are 
some of the most aggressive livestock 
found on farms.  

“I prefer my bulls in a frozen tank,” 
Lake said, laughing, referring to the 
now more-common practice of artificial 
insemination for breeding cattle. While 
the newborn weighs almost 100 lbs, 
a fully-grown Dutch Belted bull can 
weigh around 2,000 lbs. Coupled with 
unpredictable mood swings, as well as a 
fairly open and public farm like Hilltop 
Hanover, the results could be disastrous. 
Still the cattle are fairly low-maintenance, 
requiring about one acre of land per cow 
(each cow is referred to as an “animal 
unit” in agricultural terms), and Lake said 
that she would like to see more cows in the 
future.

When asked why it’s been 23 years 
since cows were last seen at the farm, 
Lake simply stated, “They were busy with 
the veggies.” Given Hilltop Hanover’s 
flourishing farm stand, as well as their 
successful “U-Pick” program (where 
visitors can go into the vegetable fields 
and pick their own produce), it would 
seem like it has been time well spent.

Name Chosen for First Cow Born at Hilltop Hanover Farm in 23 Years

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

Cows grazing at hilltop hanover Farm have become local celebrities. 
MiChAel GiuliANO PhOTO



7August 19 - August 25, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com

By Rick Pezzullo and Neal Rentz
Municipal officials in Cortlandt, 

Peekskill and Somers all passed 
resolutions last week calling on the 
federal government to fully review 
health, safety and environmental issues 
related to Spectra Energy’s proposed high 
pressure natural gas pipeline project.

Cortlandt and Peekskill both 
mentioned the close proximity of the 
pipeline to the Indian Point nuclear 
power plants in Buchanan as posing a 
major risk to the region. According to 
Spectra Energy, the pipeline would run 
1,500 to 2,000 feet from the fence that 
surrounds Indian Point.

“The location of the AIM (Algonquin 
Incremental Markets) pipeline within 
close proximity to the Indian Point 
nuclear facility and the dry cask spent 

rod storage facility, intersecting with 
two high voltage power lines and in 
close proximity to a significant seismic 
zone, poses a risk of catastrophic damage 
with profound long term impacts on the 
region,” the Cortlandt Town Board stated 
in its resolution.

The Somers Town Board crafted 
its resolution with the assistance of 
Sustainable Somers at its August 14 
meeting. In Somers, the pipeline runs 
under three condominiums in the 
Heritage Hills complex.

“Many community groups have 
identified the route of the project is 
crossing environmentally sensitive 
areas in Rockland, Westchester and 
Putnam counties, such as a number 
of major watershed and public lands 
and that sitting of the pipeline be away 

from homes and schools,” the resolution 
stated. 

Somers maintained the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) review 
should include an independent air 
emissions study that would be funded 
by Spectra. In addition, FERC should 
also comply with the requirements of the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act 
“and minimize and mitigate any negative 
environmental impacts” to Somers 
residents, the resolution stated. 

“Public safety, that’s the first concern,” 
Councilman Richard Clinchy said.

Of the municipalities in northern 
Westchester affected by the pipeline 
only Yorktown has yet to pass an official 
resolution, which former Supervisor 
Susan Siegel, who is running to fill an 
empty seat on the Town Board, pointed 

out this week.
“Why is Yorktown the only community 

in northern Westchester that has 
remained silent about the health and 
safety concerns associated with the 
pipeline and the pigging station?” she 
asked, adding the Town Board should 
push for a full and comprehensive 
review of all  the project’s environmental 
impacts on Yorktown and its residents. 

“Anything less,” she said, “would 
constitute an abdication of the town’s 
fundamental responsibility to protect the 
health, safety and welfare of its residents.”

FERC will be holding a public hearing 
on the pipeline on Monday, September 
15, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the Muriel 
Morabito Community Center in 
Cortlandt.

Cortlandt, Peekskill, Somers Officially Request Pipeline Safety Review

A veteran’s luncheon was held Sunday at the American 
legion Post #1009 on Veterans Road.

continued from page 1
Yorktown Group Raises Awareness About Pipeline Project

had a pipeline in their backyard. We are 
trying to get everybody to realize we didn’t 
have the funds to take out ads in papers 
and frankly we are upset that all the other 
municipalities and their elected officials 
around us have done phenomenal jobs 
at holding public meetings to alert the 
residents about this particular project.” 

She added, “Almost all of the 
municipalities and elected officials have 
fully supported their residents’ concerns 
about advancing this project because we 
don’t know about the health and safety 
risks.”

A number of speakers and residents 
expressed concerns about the health risks. 
One of the speakers, Courtney Williams of 
Peekskill, who has a doctorate in molecular 

biology is familiar with similar hazardous 
situations. 

“My home would be approximately 
450 feet from two of the new compressor 
stations,” said Williams. “These pipelines 
and compressor stations emit methane, 
a dangerous gas at levels of tons per year. 
Sometimes, these stations have sudden and 
unpredictable spikes of methane such as in 
Roseland, New Jersey.” 

She added, “In this particular incident, 
high levels of methane made many of the 
locals sick, and the situation became so 
bad, that an elementary school had to be 
evacuated. People living near one of these 
compressor stations need to be aware of 
the dangers they impose. As a mother and 
as a scientist, if a compressor station is built 

in my neighborhood, I would literally walk 
out of my house and move rather than 
subject my family and myself to a risk of 
being near them.”

 In agreement with Williams about the 
health risks of the pipeline was Yorktown 
resident and speaker, Dr.Paul Moskowitz. 
Moskowitz, who has a PhD in nuclear 
physics, said, “putting a pigging station in 
Yorktown is not a good thing, it’s not even 
a bad thing, it’s just plain nuts.”

When the issue of the ball fields and the 
alienation of land at Granite Knolls arose, 
Grace said, “You got to compartmentalize 
the issues between the ball fields and the 
pipeline, one has nothing to do with the 
other. The ball fields is a totally different 
thing. The land was purchased with the 

intent to put ball fields up there.   We 
started the environmental review process 
to decide whether we are going to do it or 
not. That’s in the works.”

“As far as the pigging station goes, 
Yorktown has requested that Spectra 
Energy not put the pigging station in 
Yorktown,” Grace said. “When they came 
in, their application to FERC was to put it 
at that point because the 42-inch pipe is 
terminating at that point. We have made 
it very clear to Spectra that we don’t want 
the pigging station in Yorktown. We are 
adamant about getting the pigging station 
moved. I had the conversation to move 
it. What Spectra has done at this point is 
begun another survey further down to the 
east.”

Veterans Enjoy Luncheon

eVAN leFKOWiTz PhOTOS
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Letters

To the Editor,
Marianne Violante’s letter to the editor 

(Aug. 5-11 Examiner) certainly lets us 
know that she doesn’t like Susan Siegel, 
the Democratic candidate for Yorktown 
Town Board’s open seat.

Most of Yorktown knows who Susan 
Siegel is, but we really don’t know who 
Marianne Violante is.  It would have been 
only fair to list herself as the Secretary of 

the Yorktown Republican Committee - 
but she didn’t. Failing that, The Examiner 
itself should list her party credentials.

Kind of shines a whole different light 
on Violante’s letter to the editor.

By the way, I’m not a Democrat; merely 
an interested citizen and voter.

–Deena Weintraub
Yorktown

To the Editor:
After reading Mr. McKean’s column last 

week (in the Yorktown News), I would like 
to respond with my opinion and thoughts 
to his views.

It is true that Bill Primavera, is my 
friend and campaign communication’s 
director.

I have never discussed my platform with 
McKean because he has a way of twisting 
people’s words, and I don’t need anyone 
to speak for me. If I have something to 
say, I will say it. In his piece, he assumes 
my political views and projects them to 
national issues that have nothing to do 
with local issues. 

But McKean, after attacking me and 
Primavera, calls me a “genial fellow” and 
I thank him for that. But, he also says 
that I allow Bill to “use” me. I am not 
used by anyone nor will I allow anyone 
to speak for me. Anyone who knows Tom 
Diana; knows I can speak loud and clear. 

Furthermore, your readers have known 
Bill Primavera for many years because 
of the work he’s done for the Town, his 
volunteer work and his public relations 
projects to better our community. I 
was proud that he agreed to be my 
communications director.  

By comparison, who is Jim McKean to 
criticize and condemn some of our most 
prominent citizens, including Supervisor 
Grace?

On the positive side of things, the 
people I meet as I go door to door 
campaigning are smarter than McKean 
thinks they are. They know what’s going 
on in town because of the advocacy of 
citizens like Bill Primavera. They see that 
our town board is at odds and they know 
a change is needed.  

They know what would happen if my 
opponent Susan Siegel joined forces 
with her two allies, Mr. Bianco and Mr. 
Patel, who have caused the blockade to 

the progress that Supervisor Grace has 
initiated in his three years in office. 

They know that public servants like 
Grace and Murphy and citizens like 
Primavera are on the right side of things 
and deserve our support and admiration.  
They know that when McKean speaks, 
he condemns himself by his own words.  
And they know that as far as our Town 
government is concerned, it’s time for the 
broom to sweep clean.

If you’re looking for a better future for 
Yorktown, holding the line on taxes, better 
shopping opportunities at better prices, 
better gas prices, better recreational 
options, and better services from Town 
Hall overall, vote for a better balance on 
the Town Board. Vote for Tom Diana on 
November 4th.  Keep Yorktown moving 
forward!  

–Tom Diana
Candidate for Yorktown Town Board 

Councilman   

To the Editor:
I am writing to correct a misleading 

and factual incorrect letter to the editor 
by Susan Siegel. It appears that Susan 
Siegel made reference to my company 
which was FALSE.

A retraction need to be placed on the 
record and Ms. Siegel needs to research her 
facts before making written statements. 
She knows the facts since she was told 
by me personally on many occasions, but 
chooses to take the low road and create a 
story where no story exists.

I am the sole stockholder of the above 
company (Frontline Waste Management 
Corp. D/B/A Competition Carting) and 
take objection to the statement made in 
the letter to the editor.

If anything could be stated factually 

this company saved the taxpayers to date 
over $1,600,000.

I never took or would take a picture 
of Councilman Bianco and Ms.Siegel 
who obviously has her own agenda and 
purpose for her letters. In fact I was not 
in the State.

We all understand it is funny season, 
(politicians running for office), but try 
to focus on lowering taxes and saving 
resident’s money and acting with the 
Towns interest first instead of always 
defending or attacking others. As for Ms. 
Siegel and her visits to the Planning Board, 
that is also I assume politically motivated 
since her comments and statements were 
irrelevant to any findings. As for any open 
or closed violations, it has no bearing 
on the residents and many violations are 

issued for political reasons and I challenge 
Ms. Siegel to review her political agenda 
when she was Supervisor.

I suggest any candidate that is running 
for office should focus on making the 
community a better place to live and find 
ways to lower the taxes and spend wisely. 
Obviously the Town residents spoke loud 
and clear when they voted to have Ms. 
Siegel removed and someone should 
wonder why Supervisor Siegel never 
replaced the garbage company who was 
charging a million dollars per year more 
for garbage?

Sincerely,
Joseph F. Spiezio, III

Chairman/CEO

Letter Writer Should Have  
Revealed GOP Connection

Yorktown News Columnist is Off Base

Carting Company in Yorktown has Saved Town $1.6M
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To the Editor:
On June 18th, a large citizen turnout 

and a better understanding of a gas 
pipeline company’s proposed use of 
Yorktown parkland caused Councilmen 
Nick Bianco and Vishnu Patel to vote 
against alienation of Granite Knolls 
West Park, much to the delight of 
Yorktown residents who feel they have 
fi nally been heard.

Spectra Energy’s Algonquin Gas 
Transmission pipeline proposal called 
for alienation of Yorktown parkland 
property but lacked a health and 
wellness study of the process of cleaning 
the natural gas pipelines and possible 
contamination from the radioactive 
decay products of radon found in 
unconventional, or fracked, gas from 
the Marcellus Shale.

Given the lack of transparency, 
the lack of public meetings, the lack 
of scientifi c study and the haste with 
which the proposals were made to the 
Yorktown Town Council, the public 
grew increasingly concerned. Aft er a 
meeting billed as a “continuation of a 
work session” where the microphones 
were not working and the audience could 
not hear the discussion, where the public 

was not allowed to speak and where the 
representative of Spectra/Algonquin sat 
with his back to the audience, Councilmen 
Bianco and Patel indicated that “enough is 
enough” and voted against the alienation 
proposal. It did not pass.    

Th ese two legislators, Nick Bianco 
and Vishnu Patel, upheld the principle 
that government’s purpose is to protect 

the health and well being of the people, 
and they voted for that principle and 
against the ill-proposed change in the 
parkland status that could have aff ected 
the health of the community.

Sincerely,
wILLIAM MEYEr

Chairman, sierra Club Lower 
Hudson Group

Yorktown Councilmen Say “No” 
to Pipeline Th reat!

Steve DeName 
(left), president of  
the croton lions, 
accepts medallion 
plaque from rocco 
mastronardi (center), 
a member of both 
the croton lions 
and the all-volunteer 
Bcc 9/11 Task 
Force, while croton 
lions Director and 
cortlandt Town 
Justice Gerald klein 
looks on.

FielDhome on catherine Street in cortlandt celebrated the opening of its Adult Day care Program 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony on June 4 with Yorktown Supervisor michael Grace (left) and Yorktown 
councilman Vishnu Patel.
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letters to the editor.  Please 

limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print all 
letters, but are limited by space 
constraints. Letters are subject 
to editing and may be withheld 

from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain  from personal attacks.  
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The NorthernWestchester 
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name, address and contact 
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Westchester County Police recently 
arrested two women, one on a 
prostitution charge, following an 
undercover investigation into two health 
spas operating on North State Road in 
Ossining.

On July 29 at 10 p.m., police charged 
Min Zhu Piao, 41, of Flushing, Queens, 
with prostitution, a misdemeanor, 
following an investigation at the 1st 
Oriental Health Spa at 565 North State 

Road.  
Piao was accused of offering to perform 

a sex act in exchange for cash.
Meanwhile, Suhua Dai, 53, of Flushing, 

Queens, was charged with Unauthorized 
Practice of a Profession, a felony, 

following an investigation into the Green 
Day Spa at 515 North State Road. 

Dai was accused of offering massage 
services at the spa without the required 
New York State license.

County Police Make  
Prostitution Arrest in Ossining

Westchester County Police (Ossining)
August 5

4:13 p.m. – A resident of Woods Brooke 
Circle reported that she had received a 
threatening letter in the mail. A patrol 
officer took a report and the case was 
turned over to detectives.

4:39 p.m. – Police responded to Engel 
Park on a report that a 10-year-old boy 
had fallen off a swing and broken his 
wrist.  When an officer arrived at the park, 
witnesses told him that the boy’s mother 
had decided to drive him to the hospital 
herself. 

August 7
12:59 p.m. – A resident of Bridle Path 

reported that she and her mother have 
been the victim of credit card and check 
fraud, possibly committed by a former 
home health aide.  A patrol officer 
completed a report and the case has been 
turned over to detectives from the General 
Investigations Unit.

6:32 p.m. – A resident of Hillcrest Road 
contacted county police to report that 
he had found a pocketbook while riding 
his bicycle in the area. The pocketbook 
contained an Ossining High School 
student’s ID card and some personal 
property. An officer was able to determine 
the student’s address and return the items 
to her home. 
August 8

2:16 p.m. – A woman who was walking 
a Collie and a Labrador on Fowler Road 
reported to county police that a large 

black cat attacked the two dogs and then 
ran off.  The woman said she left a note at 
the home where she believes that cat lives 
but also wanted to document the incident 
with police.

Westchester County Police (Cortlandt)
August 4

9:51 p.m. – Police served a Temporary 
Order of Protection issued by Westchester 
County Court to a resident of Stonefield 
Court that requires him to have no contact 
with a relative.

August 5
12:33 p.m. – A California man asked 

police to check on his elderly mother’s 
welfare because he has been unable to 
reach her by telephone.  An officer who 
visited the woman’s Lake Road home 
found her in good health. The woman said 
she would call her son to assure him she 
was fine.

11:06 p.m. – Police responded to Sprout 
Brook Road on a report of power lines 
down. Con Edison was notified and the 
road was partially closed to permit repairs 
to occur.

August 6
2:43 p.m. – Police responded to the 

Bear Mountain Parkway on a report of 
debris in the roadway near the Route 6 
exit/entrance ramps. An officer removed 
a 10-foot-long piece of landscape edging 
that had fallen onto the eastbound lanes 
of the parkway.

August 7
5:04 p.m. – Police conducted speed 

enforcement along Maple Avenue. Five 
summonses were issued over the next two 
hours. 

August 9
10:54 p.m. – Police responded to Hill 

and Dale Road on a report of possible 
gunshots fired in the area. The report was 
determined to be unfounded.

Yorktown Police
August 12

12:47 p.m. – Yoni Duarte-Garcia, 22, of 
Peekskill, was charged with driving with 
a suspended registration and without a 
driver’s license after being stopped on 
East Main Street for an alleged turn signal 
violation.

8:25 p.m. – Thomas Ventura, 20, of 
Verplanck, and an unidentified 18-year-
old female from Verplanck were charged 
with petit larceny following an August 6 
larceny at Toys R Us in Jefferson Valley. 
Officer Brian Nicholson responded to 
the scene at 2:09 p.m. on August 6 and an 
investigation revealed a male and female 
fled in a white Volkswagen after stealing 
five video game controllers valued at a 
total of $231.95. The suspects voluntarily  
 

appeared at police headquarters on 
August 12 and were arrested.

August 14
10:57 p.m. – Carol Renzi, 75, of 

Yorktown, was charged with menacing at 
the Underhill Apartments after allegedly 
threatening to stab a male subject with a 
knife during a dispute.

State Police
August 10

1:54 a.m. – Jason Lynch, 39, of 
Garrison, was charged with driving while 
intoxicated following a traffic stop on 
Route 9 in Peekskill.

Putnam County Sheriff
August 8

6:07 p.m. – Donald Dean, 59, of 
Verplanck, was charged with driving 
while ability impaired by drugs after 
police received a 911 call regarding an 
erratic vehicle traveling southbound  on 
Route 9 in the Town of Phillipstown. 
Deputy Sheriff Benjamin Levine initiated 
the traffic stop and observed prescription 
medication in a bag on the passenger 
seat. Four pills were missing from the 
bottle and Dean stated he had taken the 
four missing pills. If found guilty of the 
misdemeanor charge, Dean could face up 
to one year in jail and a fine up to $1,000.

Min zhu Piao Suhua Dai

Police Blotter

yorktownlions.org       yorktownleos.org

Yorktown Lions Club & the Town of Yorktown
Presents

Mohegan Lake Audi

20th Anniversary  
Summer Concert Series

Sundays - 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Free & Open to the Public

Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Field,  
Gazebo, Yorktown Heights

August 24 ...................................Ronald Regans 80’s Tribute
September 7 .......................................................Class Action
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Obituaries
Geraldine Rischway
Geraldine S. Rischway, a resident of 

Cortlandt, died on August 11. She was 90.

She was born on July 6, 1924 in the 
Bronx to George and Martha Marshall. In 

1942 she graduated 
from Walton H.S 
in the Bronx. In 
1949, she married 
Jerome Rischway. 
In 1959 they moved 
to Shrub Oak where 
they raised their 
two daughters. She 
was a long standing 

member of the Shrub Oak Methodist 
Church. Geraldine bravely dealt with the 
effects of muscular dystrophy and macular 
degeneration. 

She was predeceased by her parents; 
two brothers, George and William 
Marshall and sister, May. She is survived 
by her husband, Jerome; two daughters, 
Patricia and husband Arthur Davidson 

of Cornwall, and Carol and her husband 
Ronald McCord of LaGrangeville. She 
is also survived by five grandchildren, 
Scott, Craig, Kate McCord, Natasha and 
Peter Davidson, and one sister, Dorothy 
Knaster. 

Antoinette Daddazio
Antoinette F. Daddazio, a lifelong 

resident of Ossining, died peacefully at 
home on August 10. She was 95.

She was born on November 11, 1918 
to Sebastian and Theresa Frugis.  She 
married Albert Daddazio on June 16, 
1940. She attended Ossining Schools and 
during WWII worked at Eastern Aircraft 
in Tarrytown. For many years she worked 
as a local florist and on the election voting 
polls. On December 8, 2008 she was 
inducted into the Westchester County 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame. She was 
a former member of the  Women of the 
Moose  and the Columbiettes, Ossining 
Women's Club, the Ossining Senior 
Citizens and Golden Agers Group # 1.

Mrs. Daddazio was predeceased by 

her husband Al and is survived by her 
son William (Lee), daughters Annette 
Robison and Susan (Thomas) Rimm, 
five grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. She was also predeceased 
by sisters Catherine, Mary and Jeanette 
and brothers Frank, Kosiff and Stanley.

Joseph Degnan
Joseph A. Degnan, a three-year 

resident of Fishkill, formerly of Yorktown 
Heights and Yonkers, died at Northern 
Westchester Hospital in Mount Kisco on 
August 13. He was 76.

Son of the late Joseph A. and Elsie 
(Kovacs) Degnan, he was born on October 
19, 1937. He was raised in the Bronx 
and attended Iona Prep and Manhattan 
College. At the age of 19, he enlisted in 
the  U.S. Air Force. During his military 
service, he was stationed in Germany and 
was honorably discharged in 1960. 

He dedicated his career to education. 
He served as a teacher and administrator 
for New York City Schools at Junior 

High School 113 in the Bronx, retiring 
in 1996.  He was a parishioner of St. 
Mary, Mother of the Church in Fishkill, 
and formerly of St. Patrick's Church in 
Yorktown Heights. He had many hobbies, 
including golfing and reading. He enjoyed 
watching baseball and football games, 
especially his favorite teams, the NY 
Yankees and NY Giants.

On December 26, 1964, he married 
Helen Reilly at St. Mary's Church in the 
Bronx. Mrs. Degnan survives at home. He 
is also survived by his son, Michael 
Degnan and his wife Ellen of Milton, 
GA; his daughter, Laura Peterson and 
her husband Phil of Saratoga, CA; his 
daughter, Jennifer Cole and her husband 
Thomas of Fishkill; his grandchildren, 
Ryan, Maggie, and Erin Degnan, Spencer 
and Claire Peterson, and Alexandra, 
Julianna, and Noelle Cole; his brother, 
Brian Degnan of The Villages, FL; also 
many nieces, nephews and other loving 
relatives and friends. 

By Martin Wilbur
Westchester health officials experienced 

an uptick of phone calls from residents 
asking questions and seeking resources 
for suicide prevention last week following 
the Aug. 11 death of actor and comedian 
Robin Williams.

While the county didn’t track its calls, 
Michael Orth, deputy commissioner for 
the county’s Department of Community 
Mental Health, said the agency had 
“definitely seen an increase” in requests for 
help, particularly from family members 
concerned about loved ones battling 
depression and suicidal thoughts.

Orth said incidents such as Williams’ 
passing presents a chance to help educate 
the public about what signs to look for in 
others who are suffering from depression, 
and where they and their relatives can turn 
to for help or to obtain more information.

“I think there is a lot more awareness 
on the part of the public about this,” Orth 
said. 

Part of that awareness campaign is to 
help educate friends and family members 
on the warning signs. Changes in eating 
and sleeping habits; withdrawal from 
family, friends and activities that had once 
been enjoyed; and an increase in alcohol 
consumption or drug use are several of 
the signs, he said.

Overt talk of hurting oneself is another 
sign, but many who contemplate suicide 

keep their thoughts to themselves. 
Regardless, if someone suspects a person 
is depressed or suicidal, it should never be 
dismissed.

“While some who are suicidal say they 
wish they were dead, talk about wanting 
to hurt themselves, or die or express 
hopelessness, not all do,” said Westchester 
County Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita 
Amler. “However, talk like this should 
never be brushed aside.” 

Suicide remains a threat for many 
Americans and their families. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention in Atlanta, more than 30,000 
people commit suicide in this country 
while an estimated 250,000 are treated 
following a failed attempt.

In Westchester, suicide rates have been 
fairly constant in recent years. There were 
71 in 2010, 60 in 2011 and 78 in 2012, 
the last three years where statistics are 
available.

Jennifer Jacquet-Murray, president of 
the Westchester chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), based 
in Elmsford, said the strategy today is to 
confront people may be at risk of killing 
themselves. Studies have shown that 
a person who is considering suicide is 
more likely to be stopped if someone they 
know asks them directly whether they are 
planning on suicide.

“The approach to suicide prevention has 

changed today and the recommendation 
is to talk about it,” she said.

Orth agreed, saying that often the act of 
asking how someone is doing and whether 
they have had thoughts about suicide can 
motivate the person who is suffering to 
seek help.

While teenagers often garner the 
most attention as suicide victims, that 
demographic ranks third in frequency, 
currently accounting for about 11 percent 
of all suicides in the U.S., Orth said. 
Today, one out of every five suicides are 
committed by men 45 to 64 years old, a 
number that has been on the rise over the 
past decade. Possible contributing factors 
include financial pressures that have 
mounted over the past 10 years and the 
stronger likelihood of males not to seek 
professional help.

The second most susceptible group is 
the elderly, 85 years old and up, who often 
are battling myriad health ailments, Orth 
said.

He said since early last year the county 
has been aggressively addressing mental 
health issues with two programs as part 
of County Executive Rob Astorino’s 
Safer Communities initiative.  The 
programs include Youth Mental Health 
First Aid, safeTALK and Applied Suicide 
Intervention Skills Training (ASIST), 
which have been available to the general 
public, although there has been an 

emphasis on those who work with 
youngsters and the county’s clergy.

County Officials Spread Word on Available Suicide Prevention Help 
Suicide Prevention 

Resources Available for 
Westchester Residents 

The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at  

800-273-TALK (8255)
 911

St. Vincent’s Hospital Crisis 
Prevention and Response Team  

at 914-925-5959
The Westchester/Putnam Suicide 

Coalition at  
www.westputspc.org

American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention, Westchester 

Chapter, at 914-610-9156, 
www.afsp.org/westchester or 

westchesterny@afsp.org
NAMI Westchester at 914-592-

5458 or www.namiwestchester.org

Advertise in  The Northern Westchester Examiner 914-864-0878 
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Yorktown Brokerage  |  703 East Main Street (Route 6 & 6N), Jeff erson Valley  |  HoulihanLawrence.com

The #1 Selling Real Estate Brokerage in Yorktown

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.447.6569 
 23 Spring Glen Drive 
 Mount Kisco 
WEB# NS1098684     $939,000
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John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 2370 Rela Lane 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1086723     $739,000
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John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 2460 Pinetree Place 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1084218     $650,000

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.319.2962 
 194 Old Albany Post Road 
 Garrison 
WEB# NS1086210     $595,000

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 3180 Arbour Lane 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1086747     $590,000

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.403.2071 
 3738 Briarhill Street 
 Mohegan Lake 
WEB# NS1093006     $559,000

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 14 Enrico Drive 
 Cortlandt Manor 
WEB# NS1083452     $550,000

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 537 Hilltop Road 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1072019     $539,000

Barbara J. Nicotra-Burroni
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.960.1272 
 7 Pike Place 
 Mahopac 
WEB# NS1095911     $525,000

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.671.7730 
 2030 Baldwin Road 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1072320     $439,900

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.319.2962 
 34 Roberts Drive 
 Putnam Valley 
WEB# NS892536     $425,000

Barbara J. Nicotra-Burroni 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.960.1272 
 1715 Clover Road 
 Mohegan Lake 
WEB# NS1090732     $419,000

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.403.2071 
 29 Fenwood Road 
 Mahopac 
WEB# NS1079726     $415,000

Arlene Simone 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.494.7244 
 104 Park Drive 
 Mount Kisco 
WEB# NS1098822     $400,000

Kimberly A. Renzi 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.806.0144 
 2111 Van Cortlandt Circle 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1084859     $399,000

Kathleen “Kathy” O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.473.6184 
 2613 Ridge Street 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1087001     $389,900

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 173 Ramona Court 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1072020     $380,000

Lori J. Sheehy 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.438.2927 
 362 Furnace Dock Road 
 Cortlandt Manor 
WEB# NS1087482     $379,000

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.447.6569 
 214 Tonetta Lake Road 
 Brewster 
WEB# NS1091669     $375,000

Nancy Heller 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.714.0672 
 105 Ridgeview Lane 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1098755     $365,000

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.384.3385 
 109 Redwood Street 
 Cortlandt Manor 
WEB# NS1077208     $350,000

Kathleen “Kathy” O’Driscoll
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.473.6184 
758 Delano Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS1088335     $329,900

Raymond Charles Magnani
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.262.0774 
 420 Sprout Brook Road 
 Garrison 
WEB# NS1070902     $329,000

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 

Mobile  914.671.7730 
 2906 Hickory Street 
 Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS1077634     $319,000

Lisa A. DaRos 
Real Estate Salesperson 

Mobile  914.552.6563 
 141 E Lake Boulevard 
 Mahopac 
WEB# NS1077908     $119,900

HGMLS 1/1/2014 – 8/13/2014, All Property Types, Units Sold & Dollar Volume, by Offi  ce, Yorktown and Yorktown Schools.
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:
Terrain 5364/16614, Sierra 10764/24068 and Acadia 8964/23240. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 6/30/14.

By Neal Rentz
Yorktown resident David Goldes 

entered the frozen confections business 
when he opened a Rita’s Italian Ice in 
Elmsford five years ago. Two years later 
he decided to branch out by opening a 
new Rita’s in Yorktown.

 “A friend of a friend” recommended 
that he enter the ice and frozen custard 
business in Elmsford, Goldes recalled 
last week. “It seemed like a good deal. 
There were no Rita’s in New York at 
the time. I think it was a good business 
opportunity.” 

Goldes said he chose to open his 
second Rita’s in Yorktown because “I live 
here. I want to be part of the community.”

Rita’s is named after a wife of a 
Philadelphia firefighter who opened 
the first store on her front porch of her 
home in 1984, Goldes said. “They grew 
the franchise exponentially in the ‘90s,” 
Goldes said. There are 625 Rita’s in the 
United States. 

“It’s a people friendly business. People 
love it,” Goldes said. “There’s something 
about Rita’s that is just indescribable. It 
keeps them coming back. There’s nothing 
like it anywhere.”

Rita’s offers ices and frozen custard in 

a variety of variations. In the summer the 
store offers frozen lemonade, which is a 
mixture of the lemon ice and another ice 
of the customer’s choice. There are also 
shakes and sundaes, as well as Mistos 
(a blended ice and custard drink) and 

Blendinis (ice and frozen custard mixed 
with a topping). 

Gelatti, which is two layers of frozen 
custard surrounding a layer of ice, is the 
store’s most popular item, Goldes said. 

Goldes said frozen custard “has a 

higher egg and butterfat content, more 
so than ice cream. It is served at a 20 
degree temperature and it’s not as frozen 
as ice cream.” 

Rita’s products are all natural, Goldes 
said. The fruit ices are flavored with 
real fruit, he said.  The frozen custards 
and ices are made daily at the store and 
whatever does not see within 36 hours of 
being made is tossed out.  

One of the major features of the 
Yorktown Rita’s is its charitable work. 
Rita’s throughout America have donated 
a total of $3.5 million to the Fund of 
Hope which is paying for the travel 
expenses for children with cancer and 
their families this year.

“We firmly believe that it’s important 
for business to give back to the 
community,” Goldes said. “We do a lot 
of fund raising, anything to help out the 
community because your community is 
your business.”

The Yorktown Rita’s Italian Ice is 
located at 1881A Commerce St. For 
more information, call 914-302-7711 
or visit ritasfranchises.com. The store is 
closed every year from December through 
February. 

NEAl RENTz PhOTO
Rita’s Italian Ice in Yorktown.

Rita’s Italian Ice
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Leases are 10k per year.All leases with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.
Residuals are: 200 3564/14065, Ram 3576/23801, Cherokee 5811/13869 and Dart 3204/11462 . Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 8/31/14.

By Neal Rentz
Yorktown resident Dr. Amanda 

Wiechert had no difficulty choosing 
what she wanted to do for a living.

“I always wanted to be a dentist, ever 
since I was in sixth grade,” Wiechert said 
last week in her new office at Northeast 
Dental in the Underhill Plaza Shopping 
Center in Yorktown. “I just made it 
happen.”

Wiechert has been practicing dentistry 
since 2004. “I love it,” she said. “I enjoy 
working with my hands and I also enjoy 
interacting with the patients and so what 
I’ve found over the years is I’ve developed 
a relationship with a lot of these patients 
where it’s not just about their mouth.”  

“It’s also kind of talking to them, 
finding out what’s going on in their lives. 
And a lot of times patients will really open 
up and we just have good conversations,” 
she added, noting conversations are a 
good way to put her patients at ease.  

“One of the most rewarding things 
for me is dealing with patients who 
are really apprehensive. That’s a really 
common thing in dentistry. A lot of 
people are afraid of going to the dentist. 
And sometimes it goes back to they 

had a bad experience as a child. So it 
kind of scarred them for life,” she said. 
“We try to take a little more time with 
those patients, trying to make them as 

comfortable as possible. And then over 
the course of treatment a lot of those 
patients end up being my most loyal and 
best patients. They just needed to get 
over that fear. When we’re able to do that 
it’s very rewarding.”   

Northeast Dental has been open for 
about a month on Commerce Street 
in Yorktown. She formerly worked in a 
group practice in Yorktown. “I decided 
that I wanted to start my own practice,” 
she said. “It’s a nice central location.” 

Wiechert said her patients reside in 
Yorktown and the surrounding area, 
including Putnam County. “We’ve 
actually had a lot of good response from 
people coming to this office,” she said. 

Wiechert, who said she is a general 
dentist, specializes in working with 
children and seniors. For seniors who 
have mobility issues she goes to such 
facilities as nursing homes to perform 
denture repairs. 

“The other thing is that most kids, like 
adults too, have a fear of the unknown,” 
she said. “So we try to take our time and 
explain everything to them so they know 
exactly what to expect.”  

Northeast Dental is located in the 

Underhill Plaza Shopping Center at 1855 
Commerce St. in Yorktown. For more 
information, call 914-302-7717.

Yorktown resident Dr. Amanda Wiechert recently 
opened Northeast Dental in the underhill Plaza 
Shopping Center.

NeAl ReNTz PhOTO

Advertise in   
The Northern 

Westchester Examiner 
914-864-0878 
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Quality 
Dance for 
Pre-School
to Adult 

www.danceexpressionny.com

REGISTERING FOR FALL DANCE CLASSES!

Dance Expression

JAZZ • HIP-HOP • CONTEMPORARY • BALLET 
POINTE • TAP • TUMBLING • MUSICAL THEATRE

Directed by former Knicks & Nets dancers,
Jessica Grafer & Christine Grafer Ferreira

Competition & Performance Teams
Private Lessons & Birthday Parties too!

8 John Walsh Blvd., Suite #327
Charles Point, Peekskill, NY 10566

(914) 736-3100

982 Main Street (Route 52)
Fishkill, NY 12524

(845) 765-2009
Registration on

Mon-Fri 8/25-8/29 10-12pm
and Thurs 9/4 from 5-7pm   
Classes Start Sept 15th

Registration on
Mon-Fri 8/18-8/22 10-12pm
and Tues 9/2 from 5-7pm

Classes Start Sept 8th

Dance is not
just what
we do...
It’s who
we are.

Dr. Amanda Wiechert DMD

•FREE New Patient Consultation
•FREE custom Sports Mouthguard

•Most Insurances Welcome

Northeast Dental
Northeast Dental, PLLC 
 
Amanda M. Wiechert, DMD 
 
1855 Commerce St. 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
 
914-302-7717 (P) 
914-302-7718 (F) 

1855 Commerce St. • Yorktown Hts
914-302-7717 

Monday 8:30-5:30  • Tuesday 10-7 • Wednesday closed 
Thursday 8:30-5:30  • Friday 7-4 • Saturday 8-12

Send your Children Back to School 
with Beautiful Teeth  

(Even if they don’t feel like smiling)

Back to School Guide

In today’s fast-paced life, with 
technology getting more and more 
advanced as new gadgets and inventions 
are introduced to the market, it’s no 
wonder that kids are more prone to a 
sedentary lifestyle — surfing the Web, 
playing games on their consoles, and 
reading e-books using tablets, among 
others.

Hence, engaging one’s kids in sports 
and physical activities is more important 
than ever, in order to provide a healthy, 
well-rounded lifestyle for them. However, 
what if your child isn’t naturally inclined 
toward sports? 

There is nothing to worry about. Just 
as no one is a natural-born artist or a 
whiz with numbers, each child can’t be 
expected to naturally embrace the world 
of sports with utmost enthusiasm. Some 
are predisposed to be good or even 
great athletes, while others shy away 
from anything sports-related. Each child 
is unique, with various strengths and 
weakness, and a dislike for sports may be 
part of his individual makeup.

Still, if your child hates sports, it doesn’t 
mean that something is wrong with him or 
her. Consider the following reasons your 
child might shudder whenever “sports” is 

mentioned:
He or she is an introvert. Understandably, 

an introverted individual will find it quite 
difficult to participate in team sports such 
as basketball, football, volleyball, and 
the like. Introverted kids work better in 
smaller groups or even solo.

He or she has a very sensitive nature. 
Some kids are just more sensitive to 
criticism than others — meaning, they 
are harder on themselves when they make 
a mistake or “fail” at something. Kids 
who are like this will definitely develop a 
certain dislike for sports that come with 
coaches who might scold or yell at them 
in front of others.

For parents with kids who hate sports, 
the worst thing that you can do is to 
push your child to do a sport that he or 
she doesn’t like. The psychological and 
emotional damage of pressuring your 
child to do something he doesn’t like, 
coupled with having to deal with peer 
and authority-related pressure, will have 
dire, long-lasting effects for the rest of his 
life. Thus, the best thing you can do is to 
introduce your child to these alternative 
forms of physical activities:

Martial arts. These include judo, 
taekwondo, karate, aikido, etc. Megan, 

who is mom to Nathan, 13, says that 
her son has never been the sporty 
type. “But I want him to be healthy 
and improve his motor skills, his 
balance and coordination. I want 
him to have some sort of physical 
activity since kids these days are so 
much into technology.” So Megan 
enrolled Nathan in swimming 
classes, basketball clinics, and so 
on. Yet, none of those clicked with 
him. It was when they stumbled 
upon an ad for martial arts lessons 
for kids that Nathan finally found 
a “sport” that he liked. What’s 
more, aside from the obvious physical and 
health benefits, martial arts can improve 
a child’s focus, self-esteem, self-discipline, 
and can teach him a lot about respecting 
others.

Solo physical activities such as 
swimming, yoga, tennis, golf, and the like. 
For example, Jason says that his daughter 
Jessica is truly an introvert. “She’s very 
artistic and likes to draw and paint, but 
when I took her golfing, she warmed up to 
it quickly. I guess it’s because golf is such a 
solo, ‘silent’ sport that fits her personality 
well.”

Go to the gym together. There are plenty 

of gyms nowadays that offer parent-child 
training and workouts. From time to time, 
Megan and her son Nathan have a “date” 
to go on these days. “It’s another way for 
us to bond,” she says. “We like to watch 
movies together, but working out together 
has also made us closer.”

A note to parents: Before starting your 
child in any physical activity, it is best to 
consult with his or her pediatrician for a 
physical exam. This way, the doctor can 
either give you the go signal or alert you 
about concerns regarding vision and hearing 
problems and/or medical conditions that 
may affect your child’s ability to participate 
in certain activities (e.g. asthma).

Does Your Child Hate Sports?
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By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel      
How do you go about finding the right 

preschool for your child? Some parents ask 
friends or families that have older children 
about the school their child attended. 
Neighbors can be helpful in relating their 
child’s experiences and what they thought 
of a particular school. However, joining 
a car pool purely for convenience is the 
last reason a preschool should be selected.  
Each child is different and unique and what 
worked best for one child does not mean it 
will be the best program for another. Even 
within the same family, each child has his 
or her own personality, needs, interest and 
capabilities that should be considered. In 
our household, we found that what our 
first-born was willing to be involved in did 
not necessarily interest our second child. 
Likewise, some of the activities our second 
one enjoyed, the first-born had rarely 
participated in or was enthused about. 
Parents know their child the best and 
finding the school that enhances a child’s 
abilities and works with the strengths he 
or she has is what a parent should look for.  
On the other hand, if the child is timid, 
or needs peer interaction, then finding a 
preschool that will help achieve these goals 
is important.

Research
How do you find out what the preschool 

programs are offering? The first step 
is to call the school and ask to have a 
brochure or any of their literature mailed 
to you. If the school has a website, browse 
through that information thoroughly, too. 
Look through the advertisements in the 
education section and your local phone 
book for schools in your area that you are 
willing to drive to with your child. When 
you call the school, make a mental note of 
how your call is handled. Did the person on 
the other end sound friendly, informative, 
polite and well spoken?  Sometimes a 
smaller school will have the teacher answer 
the telephone in between conducting a 
class session. This can be quite distracting 
to ask questions on the phone while the 
other person is half listening.  

This brochure should include an outline 
of the educational program offered to the 
children, hours of operation, cost, the 
school’s background and if it is licensed. 
Parents are advised to look for a school 
that is licensed by the New York State 
Office of Children and Family Services 
(OCFS). If a child attends a preschool 
for more than three hours a day and 
especially in a daycare or extended day 

preschool setting there are more stringent 
requirements by the state. When a school 
is licensed it means that the state checks a 
host of items in order for the school to be 
operational.  All of these items are for the 
benefit and well-being of the children and 
the staff, as well. There are strict guidelines 
as to teacher/child ratio, program content 
that must include educational as well as 
include physical activity and rest time 
during the day. Teachers’ background are 
also checked and cleared by OCFS and 
their qualifications and ongoing training 
is checked thoroughly. Health and safety 
areas are checked and every child and 
staff member are required to have annual 
checkups and the children’s inoculations 
must be up to date. Recently there have been 
major changes to the medical component 
of a school’s daily program. Some children 
may need medicine administered and only 
schools that have staff specifically trained 
in this area may tend to the child. If no staff 
are on hand that have been trained by a 
state certified instructor, then parents may 
not send the child to school, no matter 
how minor the medical application may 
be. This includes something as simple as 
applying crème on a rash or giving over the 
counter medication to the child.  

Full or half day
If your child takes an afternoon nap, or 

is not a “high energy” type, then perhaps a 
half-day program is best. Working parents 
might prefer a full day program that will 
provide a creative atmosphere for their 
child, rather than have the child spend 
the day at a sitter’s house.  Some baby-
sitters are unable to take the child out of 
the home environment, if there are several 
other children, or infants to care for. Will 
you be driving your child to school each 
day or is transportation part of the total 
fee? Avoid selecting a school so far away 
that the very young child will be spending 
a disproportionate time riding to and from 
each day. If busing or transportation is 
provided, is the vehicle in good repair and 
seat belts provided? Do the drivers have 
safe driving records and are they bonded 
and insured by the school?  Do not feel 
uncomfortable asking the school’s director 
these questions before enrolling.
Ratio

Ask what the ratio is of children-to-staff 
personnel. In the preschool group at least 
a 1 to 7 ratio is recommended to provide 
the best coverage for children 3 to 5 years 
of age. Is there adult staff or teen assistants 

Finding the Right Preschool
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$99
Complete Pair
of Eyeglasses

See Store For Details

UP TO
$100 OFF

Frame Sale
See Store For Details

Back to School Savings!

Offers Exp. 9/30/14

RAY-BAN • COACH • PRADA • GUCCI • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

G
UCCI • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARM

ANI • KATE SPADE

G
UC

CI
 • 

BU
RB

ER
RY

 • 
NI

KE
 • 

AR
M

AN
I •

 K
AT

E 
SP

AD
E

RAY-BAN • COACH • PRADA • GUCCI • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

Vision World
Kohl’s Shopping Plaza • Bedford Hills •914-666-3150

Visit: VisionWorldofBedfordHills.com 
for more money saving offers.

Solaris Sports Clubs are offering:

Fall 
Registration

Starting
Now

Classes Start September 4

   

When students feel they belong, 
they can achieve anything.

October Open Houses:  Sunday, Oct. 5, 1 - 3 pm
Thursday, Oct. 16, 9 - 11 am • Sunday, Oct. 26, 1 - 3 pm

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.org

You’re invited!You’re invited!

Back to School Guide

continued from page 14
Finding the Right Preschool

in charge of the group? Are these staff 
qualified and experienced to work with 
children in this age group? Most schools 
offer an “open house” before enrollment 
takes place in order to let visiting parents 
tour the facility and meet the staff. Some 
schools allow the parent to call for an 
appointment at their own convenience. 
If possible, it is best to visit when there 
are children in attendance and it is 
fully operational. Telephone and gather 
information from at least three or four 
schools you are considering for your child. 
Visit each one, taking notes about what 
you saw and what impressed you the most. 
Don’t be misled by “glitz and glamour” of 

a newer facility over experience, program 
content and professional staff of a more 
established school. Try to make the first 
visit without your child along so you can 
concentrate on what is being explained 
and you are able to keep focused and ask 
any questions that come to mind. You 
will be able to see and know which school 
“feels right” and that meets the needs 
and interest of your child and is run by 
the best-qualified staff.  Second visit; do 
take your child to see the program you 
are considering. Your child is your most 
precious possession and every minute you 
spend on selecting the right preschool is 
surely worth it!

Back to School Fundraiser Slated at Kiley Center in Peekskill
Noo Moves Entertainment’s 5th 

Annual Back Book Bag Drive ceremony 
is being held on Tuesday, August 26 at 
5 p.m. at the Kiley Youth Center, 7019 
Main Street, Peekskill. We’re looking to 
make this year bigger and better than 
last year. Many local businesses and 
residents have continuously offered their 
support annually! There will be plenty 
of fun, food, refreshments and of course 

great entertainment. The ceremony will 
run from 5 to 7 p.m. and everyone is 
welcomed. 

This started as a small fish fry fundraiser 
to raise money for the children of this 
community to have school supplies, 
but has grown into a fun filled weekend 
of events, as well as a great community 
gathering. Each year the community 
support has increased from many local 

businesses, city council members and 
residents from both in and out of the 
Peekskill area. They are helping for such 
an amazing cause; OUR FUTURE, OUR 
CHILDREN. 

Noo Moves Entertainment hosts this 
event every year before the school year 
begins. The programs has about 60 local 
children that receive  the necessary school 
supplies such as pencils, paper, folders, 

etc. packed inside their very own book 
bag to help start off the upcoming school 
year successfully. 

The Back to School Fish Fry Fundraiser 
begins with a Fish Fry at the Kiley Center 
in Peekskill on Friday August 22 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or until supplies last. 
Many volunteers from the community 
have already committed to helping in 

continued on page 16
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Call now to register for Fall Art Classes

914 232-4843               
or register online   www.katonahartcenter.com

Classes for all ages & all levels
Painting, Pottery, Sculpture, Photography, Fused Glass, 

Portfolio Development, Computer Art, Illustration, Cartooning, 
Birthday Parties, Jewlery, Drawing, Manga and more.

Classes for Dancers Ages 18 months to 18 years 
Monday Classes in Hopewell Jct. 

Main Studio in Mahopac, NY (Mon-Sat) 

267 Tomahawk St.  Baldwin Place, NY 

Studio 118 
We offer a variety of introduction  

classes for dancers of all ages & levels. 

Irish Dance, Ballet, Zumba  & More 

10% OFF 
Fall Session 
With this ad 

More Info Online 

Email: KellyOsterIDS@aol.com 

Follow us on Twitter @Studio118dance 

Featuring the Kelly-Oster 
School of Irish Dance, llc 

Website:  www.Studio118dance.com 

Phone: 845-598-3094 

Like Us on Facebook: Kelly Oster School 

10% Off One Fall Session Class when you sign up online before September 22, 2014. 
Must present this coupon with payment.  One per family.   
Can not be combined with other offers. Expires 10/1/14 

Proudly Celebrating 37 Years of Dance Instruction

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

Classes In Ballet, Pointe, Modern, Hip Hop, 
Jazz, Tap, Broadway, Lyrical & Bollywood. 

Registration for 2014-2015
Fridays: Aug. 22, Sept. 5

5:00-7:00pm, Rm 121
Saturdays: Aug. 23, Sept. 6
10:00am-12:00pm , Rm 121

Fall Semester begins Sept. 8, 2014
NUTCRACKER AUDITIONS • Sept. 20, 2014

All classes taught by 
trained professional sta� 

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights
Call 914-245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com

For information on the above 2 programs call 914-528-5600 
1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY • Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Program

Operating Hours 
7am-6pm

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

Preschool, Recreational and Team classes 
available. 914-528-KIDS

Back to School Guide
continued from page 15
Back to School Fundraiser Slated at Kiley Center in Peekskill

numerous ways including our own 
city council and the Peekskill Housing 
Authority. Fish sandwiches, desserts, side 
dishes and fresh beverages will be sold to 
help raise money for the cause. 

On Saturday August 23, all who 
participated and supported the fundraiser 
are invited to have some fun in a kickball 
tournament at Depew Park in Peekskill. 
All are welcomed to play and/or be a 
spectator, especially the children. Teams 
are divided up into groups of eight to 
ten and play each other until the last 
two team’s battle it out for the Fish Fry, 

Kickball Championship trophy!  Water 
bottles will be available to all who play 
along with free hamburgers and hot dogs. 

Tuesday August 26 we will hold the 
distribution ceremony. There will be 
performances, speeches from local 
supporters, followed by food and 
refreshments. 

Anyone interested in learning more 
about these events can contact Andre 
“Noodle” Rainey via cell phone at (702) 
466-7437 or e-mail @ Noodlenoodle1217@
gmail.com. 

4th Annual Michelle O’Brien  
Memorial Soccer Event August 30 at LHS
In support of the Michelle O’Brien 

Scholarship Fund, a series of scrimmage 
soccer games will take place between 
local high schools on Saturday, August 
30 from 10 to 3 p.m. at Lakeland High 
School, followed by a ceremony and 
an alumni/friends game to played in 
Michelle’s honor.

Michelle, a 2007 LHS graduate, passed 
away after a battle with brain cancer at 
the age of 20 on May 15, 2010.

There will be a collection of used soccer 

equipment to be donated to Passback, an 
organization with which Michelle was 
involved. Any soccer equipment you 
can donate will be collected at the even 
and sent to children who love the game 
but lack some of the equipment. As well, 
memorial tee-shirts and bracelets will 
be sold, with all proceeds going to the 
Michelle O’Brien Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. For more information, contact 
Donna O’Brien at donnaobrien@
optonline.net or call 914-528-3939.
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For the fourth year in a row, Westchester 
steakhouse Augie’s Prime Cut is rallying 
for an important national cause, Autism 
Speaks. This year, they’re shaking things 
up and for the first time the event will 
be held at Captain Lawrence Brewery in 
Elmsford, on Monday, September 15. 
It will be a night of fun, hope and craft 
beer with prizes, raffles and live music by 
The Thornwoods. The cocktail reception 
and silent auction will take place in the 
tasting room and brewery tours will be 
offered throughout the evening.

Also new this year, funds will support 
local organization Community Based 
Services, Inc. of Westchester (CBS). 
The organization helps developmentally 
disabled adults in home and community-
based settings. As autism rates continue 
to soar, Augie’s wants to recognize the 
work that goes into caring for adults with 
autism, and the preparation that goes 
into this for families with children on the 
spectrum.

Ticket and sponsorship information 

can be found at:   augiesprimecut.com 
Augie’s Prime Cut:  Owners of the 
Westchester steakhouse in Mohegan 
Lake have witnessed the struggle of 
autism firsthand since their daughter 
was diagnosed with autism at a young 
age. They’ve experienced the struggle 
of the disease first and hand and the 
transformation of care as children with 
autism turn into adults. Their daughter 
is now 23 and resides in a group home 
powered by CBS in Yorktown Heights. 
Their first fundraiser for Autism Speaks 
was a golf outing in 2011. They’ve raised 
over $100,000 to date and contribute to 
the organization all year round. They 
also bottle and sell a steak sauce, Fat Sal’s, 
proceeds go to Autism Speaks.

 Autism Speaks:  This is the world’s 
leading autism science and advocacy 
organization. It is dedicated to funding 
research into the causes, prevention, 
treatments and a cure for autism; 
increasing awareness of autism spectrum 
disorders; and advocating for the needs 

of individuals with autism and their 
families. Augie’s Prime Cut works with 
the Westchester & Fairfield division of 
Autism Speaks.

  Community Based Services 
(CBS):  This is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to providing 

people with autism and other 
developmental disabilities the best 
possible quality of life through residential 
and community-based opportunities. 
The organization delivers the highest 
level of residential care for people in 
Westchester County, NY.

Augie’s Brews for Autism: 4th Annual Fundraiser on September 15

Yorktown Stage will be transformed into 
a teaching stage and later a concert hall 
on Saturday, September 20th as The Justin 
Veatch Fund hosts  Livingston Taylor  as 
headliner for its end-of-summer benefit 
concert. Taylor--a singer/songwriter/
musician who has written and recorded 
more than a dozen albums, including hit 
songs for his brother, James, and travels 
around the country performing--is also a 
full professor at Berklee College of Music 
in Boston.  On the afternoon of the show, 
Taylor will teach a two-hour condensed 
version of his class on stage performance 
which is among the most popular at 
Berklee. “We are hoping area performers, 
both young and old, will sign up,” said 
Jeffrey Veatch, President of The Justin 
Veatch Fund.  “Signing up for the class 
also includes general admission to the 
evening concert, where those attending 
will see that Livingston doesn’t only talk 
the talk but also walks the walk when it 

comes to thrilling an audience. Those 
interested can sign up on line at www.
thejustinveatchfund.org/concert/master-
class.

But music fans needn’t sign up for the 
class to enjoy a wonderful evening of 
music. Reserved seats for the concert 
start at $38 with special VIP meet-and-
greet tickets at $60.    General admission 
is $25 and there is a special $15 ticket for 
students.    Tickets are available on line 
at   www.justinveatchfund.org/concert. 
The 7pm concert will be opened with a 
short performance by The Justin Veatch 
Fund All Stars, a select group of young 
area musicians who have participated in 
Justin Veatch Fund programs and are now 
making their own marks on the music 
scene.

  On stage, Livingston Taylor brings 
together the pure joy of performance with 
professionalism gained from 40 years 
experience.  From top 40 hits “I Will Be in 

Love with You” and “I’ll Come Running,” to 
“I Can Dream of You” and “Boatman” both 
recorded by his brother James, Livingston’s 
creative output has continued unabated. 
His musical knowledge has inspired a 
varied repertoire, and he is equally at home 
with a range of musical genres—folk, pop, 
gospel, jazz—and from upbeat storytelling 
to touching ballads.    One fan recently 
wrote, “When you go to see Livingston 
Taylor perform on stage, he transforms 
love, joy and spirituality into something so 
tangible that you can carry it home with 
you when the concert it over.”

All ticket holders will be included in a 
special drawing for a Baby-Taylor guitar 
donated by Taylor Guitars.    There will 
also be a full sized Taylor guitar similar to 
Livingston’s model of choice, donated by 
Guitar Center and signed by Livingston 
exclusively for auction at the concert. 
“Guitar Center has been a great supporter 
of The Fund,” says Veatch.    “They have 

conducted workshops for us as well as 
provided us with sound equipment and a 
piano for this concert.”

The Justin Veatch Fund is a 501 (c) 3 
organization and recognized New York 
charity which presents annual music 
scholarships to graduating high school 
seniors and co-sponsors monthly open 
mic nights with the Yorktown Teen Center. 
More information about The Fund and 
its programs are available at its website 
www.thejustinveatchfund.org.    The story 
of Justin Veatch and The Fund will be 
the subject of the soon-to-be released 
documentary film “Whispering Spirits” 
produced and directed by Sean Gallagher 
who also directed the award winning 
documentary “Brothers of the Black 
List.”  Plans are in the works for a special 
screening and community program this 
fall in the Westchester area. Details about 
the event will be announced soon on the 
Justin Veatch Fund website.

Livingston Taylor to Perform in Yorktown Event to benefit Justin Veatch Fund
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Here we are 
in the second 
decade of the 
new century. My 
how time flies. It 
seems just a short 
time ago that we 
were celebrating 

the dawn of the 
new millennium. Much has transpired in 
our lifetimes, in the realms of turbulent 
geopolitics, radical economic cycles, 
eye-opening technological advances and 
major scientific breakthroughs.

Through it all the balance of man and 
nature has endured. Endured in spite of 
increasing environmental impacts and 

conflicts in the order of natural selection.
Science, in particular, has advanced 

to the point where some believe man is 
closer than ever to being in total control of 
his environment, all the while improving 
lives. From the decoding of the human 
genome to advances in printed circuits, 
man feels more in control of his role in 
the natural order of things.

However, as man advances in his 
determined control over his destiny, 
nature is always there to remind us of the 
natural order of everything.

With this in mind, I’ve been ruminating 
on man’s recent encounters with nature 
regarding matters concerning the wine 
industry.

In the industry, there are many 
examples of man’s battle 
with the balance of nature. 
Man advances in conquering 
one aspect of the natural 
order; the natural order 
roars back with a forceful 
reminder of its superiority 
and dominance. Natural 
disasters and phenomenon 
such as wildfires, hurricanes, hailstorms, 
drought and disease continuously assault 
vineyards. Yet, man valiantly perseveres 
and comes back each time.

Andy Beckstoffer, owner of California’s 
prominent Beckstoffer Vineyards 
comments: “Whatever Nature throws at 
us, we will overcome. Our intellect and 
our science are that far advanced.”

Reality or perception? And at what 
price? 

1. It requires approximately five years of 
investment in new seedlings and ongoing 
maintenance for a vineyard to resume 
its production after a major blow from 
nature. A cash-strapped winery may not 
be able to survive this assault. 

2. When disease and weeds choked 
cornfields in the United States, Monsanto 
began a decades-long push to engineer 

seeds that resisted Monsanto’s Roundup 
pesticide product. Now farmers can spray 
Roundup freely across vast stretches of 
farmland. But the growing proliferation 
of Genetically Modified Organisms 

(GMO) has raised 
concerns over the long-
term negative effects of 
the pesticide as well as 
the human consumption 
of GMO corn, soy and 
other products. Today, 
over 80 percent of all 
corn and soy grown 

in the United States is from genetically 
engineered seeds.

3. From the truth-is-stranger-than-
fiction department: Emmanuel Giboulot, 
a French winemaker in the Loire Valley, 
has been maintaining his vineyards 
organically for many years. He eschews 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides, instead preferring to utilize 
nature’s counterbalancing elements. 
Among other measures, he lays down 
organic fertilizers and promotes an 
environment for beneficial insects in his 
vineyard that in turn control harmful 
insects. It seems he is in harmony with 
nature.

However, he was recently fined, and 
nearly jailed, by the local government for 
defying their ordinance that requires the 
use of Pyrevent, a pesticide used to kill a 

leafhopper insect that has been found to 
spread disease and kill grapevines. 

Ironically, this ordinance flies in the 
face of a European Union initiative that 
encourages the use of organic farming 
to prevent contamination of agricultural 
products and the environment.

Giboulot successfully deals with 
preventing the spread of the leafhopper 
in his own, natural way. Pyrevent, while 
accomplishing a similar immediate result, 
upsets the balanced vineyard ecosystem. 
It is toxic to plants and animals, and has 
unknown effects on human health and 
the environment.

Man in harmony with nature or at war 
with nature? Which produces the better 
end result? It is as if man constantly 
tests the boundaries and capacities of 
nature, expecting that the balance will 
be sustained with no material negative 
impact. We are modern man and we are 
in control of our destiny – or are we?

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
He also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting 
results in instinctive 
behavior. You can 
reach  him atnantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Mother Nature vs. Man: The Battle Rages On and On

By Nick Antonaccio

‘but at what price?’
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Summer is 

Still Here!

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com
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•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
         Petroleum

Clip This ad! 
Save $10.00 off your 1st Propane Delivery! 

When I first met Kim and Matt Cozza 
and their teenage daughter Sydney, I knew 
I would enjoy helping them find a home 
because they said they would consider an 
historic one. 

As a realtor, I had developed a specialty 
in historic homes, having studied early 
American architecture at The College 
of William & Mary in Virginia and 
having interned at Historic Deerfield 
in Massachusetts, with the intention 
of becoming a museum curator. But, 
somehow that profession and my more 
gregarious personality didn’t seem to 
match up, and I ended up in the more 
“out there” fields of public relations, then 
real estate, instead. 

I have enjoyed owning and restoring 
two historic homes, which has greatly 
enhanced my living experience, and I 
have been fortunate to be called upon 
to list and sell a good number of historic 
homes since I entered the field. Currently, 
I have several such homes on the market, 
and the one purchased by the Cozzas 

more than two years 
ago offers a particularly 
exciting opportunity 
for some lucky buyer 
to visit the future while 
stepping back into the 
past because of the 
vision demonstrated by 
this couple in the home’s 
renovation.

While searching for 
the Cozzas’ home, I had 
to be on my toes because 
Kim had been a realtor 
upstate, working on 
the commercial side of 
the business, and Matt 
was the vice president 
for development and 
construction for a major 
supermarket chain. Kim 
would check everything new on the 
market each day before I got around to it. 
I can’t count how many houses we looked 
at before we came to the wonderful 1726 

Colonial they decided to buy, 
on the same road on which 
my historic home is located in 
Yorktown Heights. Kim eyed 
it up and down and I could 
see her mind working in 
terms of the work it needed.

“When buying a house, I 
think about what it needs in 
terms of investment and what 
additional value it will bring 
to the house when we go to 
sell it,” she said recently when 
readying her house for resale, 
necessitated by Matt’s having 
taken a job in a new location. 
“We look at the roof, the 
heating system, the windows, 
the siding, water heater, the 
kitchen and bathrooms…
the expensive things to deal 

with…everything else is relatively minor 
in bringing a house up to where it needs 
to be.” 

In this case, “the exterior had already 
been done in top quality no- or low-
maintenance materials like Azek trim, 
HardiPlank clapboard siding, and 
‘lifetime’ roofing, but the heating system 
needed to be replaced, along with the 
kitchen and windows,” Kim said, “and 
because we intended to stay here for a 
long time, we decided it was worth it to 
make this major investment.”

Matt chimed in that in the case of 
the heating system, he decided to go 
whole hog because the house was such 
a hodgepodge of steam, hot water and 
electric.

“Home buyers are sometimes hesitant 
to invest in an old house because they fear 
such factors as the upkeep, the heating 
system and the lack of insulation…these 
are the biggest concerns…so we decided 
to put our money there,” he said. “We 

invested in a dual pump system that was 
expensive as an initial investment (in the 
case of the Cozzas’ home, it involved a 
$27,000 cost to include air conditioning), 
but it pays for itself over the years of 
efficient energy use.”  

The Cozzas also invested in a new 
kitchen with top grade surfaces that cost 
close to $40,000, and all new windows 
that cost $8,000. 

“It’s the dual pump heating system that 
really makes this a home of the future 
because we can achieve maximum energy 
efficiency by switching back and forth 
from electricity to propane, depending on 
which is cheaper to use during the course 
of the season,” Matt said, “and should we 
get a gas line in, or choose to install solar 
panels, we could also switch to one of 
those energy sources if we choose.   

“It’s expensive to install but if you’re 
going to be in the house for a while, it 
pays for itself, “ Matt concluded. 

As it happens, his relocation required 
that the Cozzas place their house on the 
market long before they planned, but 
combining the charm of yesteryear with 
the efficiencies of the future captured the 
attention of the market. As this column 
goes to press, the house has been on the 
market only two days, but it has enjoyed 
multiple showings and has two offers on 
the table.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com, specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site 
iswww.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Buying a Home of the Past, Leaving it a Home of the Future

BOB BuChANAN PhOTO

From left, Kim, Matt and Sydney Cozza in front of  their 1726 “home of the future” in Yorktown heights. it 
garnered multiple showings and two offers in less than two days on the market. 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:
Terrain 6201/16173 and Acadia 8604.23240. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 8/31/14.

We are not a 
nation of Alex P. 
Keatons. 

As the 
Connecticut Post 
recently reported, 
a financial 
literacy study 
by the Program 
for International 

S t u d e n t 
A s s e s s m e n t 

(PISA) shows American teenagers are 
flatly mediocre in their knowledge of 
money and finance.

According to the standardized test 
measuring how well teens around the 
world understand and can use financial 
concepts, our nation scored an average 
of 495. Compared to Shanghai, China, 
where students topped the list with 603, 
and Columbia, with the lowest average 
score of 378, we may not be the worst, but 
we sure have a lot to teach our kids.

Remember Alex P. Keaton on “Family 
Ties,” that hilarious television sitcom 
that aired from 1982 to 1989? Alex was 
passionately interested in business and 
finance. His favorite TV show was Wall 
$treet Week. He was particularly fond 
of supply-side economics. He invested 
his parents’ telephone company stocks 
in a video company in the Philippines. 

More than anything, he wanted to attend 
Princeton. At college, he majored in 
economics and afterwards accepted a job 
on Wall Street. By 2000, Alex P. Keaton 
had become a senator.

The PISA study tells us Alex had 
something few high school students 
in our society do: a true knowledge of, 
love of and understanding of finance. 
Granted, his level of understanding was 
improbable for a young man his age. But 
certainly, we can learn from him.

Our schools teach college-level math, 
science and English. By the end of 
senior year many have debated global 
political issues or participated in mock 
trials. But where are the whiz kids with 
a working knowledge of stocks, bonds 
and derivatives? Perhaps a few meet in 
an afterschool club.  But the topics are 
typically not part of the curriculum. 

Advanced math students may take 
additional courses in calculus, but a 
course that would focus on the monetary 
requirements of life in a society that is 
based on financial transactions is rarely 
mandatory and in most schools, not even 
offered.

The PISA study went on to say that 
while 90 percent of 15-year-olds in 
Slovenia and New Zealand have bank 
accounts, only 51 percent of students in 
the U.S. do. How can teens learn the value 

of money, if not by seeing the dwindling 
amounts in their bank account? How 
can they decide if they should use cash 
or credit, if not because of their growing 
debt? How can they begin to understand 
the ups and downs of the economy and 
growing inflation if their own money is 
not at stake?

What are other nations teaching their 
students that we are not? Other countries 
that scored above the international 
average in financial knowledge include 
Australia, Belgium, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, New Zealand and Poland.

Similar studies in trends in 
international mathematics and science 
consistently show that American children 
lag behind in math and science in the 
global arena. More intensive math and 
science schooling is advocated. 

Who is advocating more fiscal 
education?

I suspect there may be something wrong 
in our approach if we, here in the U.S. with 
our bountiful resources, talented teachers 
and dedicated education professionals, 
are being so clearly outperformed in so 
many areas.

PISA’s test was given to a representative 
sample of about 29,000 students in 18 
countries and regions. A whopping 43 
percent of Chinese students scored in the 
top performing level, compared to just 9 

percent of U.S. students. 
Alex P. Keaton would have been in that 

top 9 percent.
Kevin Peters is a Goldens Bridge 

resident and managing director and 
financial advisor with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He can 
be reached at 914-225-6680.

The information contained in this 
interview is not a solicitation to purchase 
or sell investments. Any information 
presented is general in nature and 
not intended to provide individually 
tailored investment advice. The strategies 
and/or investments referenced may 
not be suitable for all investors as 
the appropriateness of a particular 
investment or strategy will depend on 
an investor’s individual circumstances 
and objectives.  Investing involves risks 
and there is always the potential of 
losing money when you invest. The views 
expressed herein are those of the author 
and may not necessarily reflect the views 
of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, 
or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 
Barney,  LLC, Member SIPC.

Schools Need to Include Financial Literacy in Curriculum

By Kevin Peters

Advertise in   
The Northern Westchester Examiner 

914-864-0878 
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Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35

36 37

Across

1 Tribal V.I.P.'s

8 Golf starting location

11 Bing Crosby movie or Peekskill's 
newest oasis for weary travelers 
(goes with 12 across)

12 See 11 across

13 Forsake

14 Marauding Khan

15 Tarantino trademark

16 Kind of unit

18 Voracious insect

19 Very (mus.)

23 Some are inert

24 View

26 Pummel

27 Show a client the product

31 Garden digger

32 Nominal

34 Calendar abbr.

35 Spark

36 Tongue loosener

37 Voiced sounds

Down

1 Carpet

2 Wanderer

3 Winged

4 Prospect

5 Make sense, with "up"

6 Model Campbell

7 A coming together

8 Head adornments

9 Motor

10 Executes

17 Crumpet's accompaniment

18 Celebrations

19 Breathing problem

20 This late Summer phrase brings joy to 
parents, dread to children, Back to 
____

21 Royal epithet

22 Bibliophilic suffix

25 Jungle beast  for short

27 Russian Parliament earlier

28 Gusto

29 Damon of "Good Will Hunting"

30 Silver and gold

33 Can material
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Up on our website, that is. 

All this month, we’re posting 

sets and highlights from the 

Pleasantville Music Festival. 

The stuff you want to relive, 

and the stuff you can’t 

believe you missed. The 

bands you came to see, and 

the bands you just have to 

see again. New sets every 

week in August to watch on 

pctv76.org and share with 

your friends. And why stop 

there? Search “music” and 

find years of performances 

recorded at the Festival and 

right in our PCTV studio. 

Talk about a sweet gig.

 
   

THE 
GIG 

IS 
UP

It’s all about you.
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The Northern Westchester Examiner We’re happy to help 
spread the word about your community event. Please submit 
your information at least three weeks prior to your event and 
include the words “Happenings Calendar Submission” in your 
email subject line. Entries should be sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@
theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Aug. 19
Camp Tours: Tours of Camp Discovery 

can be arranged between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. any day through Aug. 21 when the 
camp, located at 500 Yorktown Rd. (Route 
129) in Croton, is in session. New families 
who register within 30 days of their tour 
will receive 2014 rates and $100 off. Info: 
Allison Langer, camp director, 914-271-
7563.

Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak, from 
10 a.m.to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are necessary 
for the free service. Meet with a trained 
counselor for information about Medicare 
Parts A, B and D, Medicare Advantage 
Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help 
and EPIC .You can also call the Senior 
Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and 
a counselor will return your call within 
two business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go 
to senior-benefits-information-centers. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. Get 
information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or  
www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Aug. 20
College Bound: The Katonah Village 

Library, 26 Bedford Rd, is presenting a 
series of free programs for college-bound 
students and their parents during the last 
two weeks of August. The College Bound 
Program series begins on Aug. 20 at 7 p.m. 
with the College Admissions Workshop 
presented by CollegePrep NY.  To 
help students prepare for the college 
admissions test, KAPLAN provides a 

free Practice SAT. Test on Aug.23, at 9:15 
a.m. Call 1-800-KAP-TEST to register for 
the practice test.  Students may wish to 
get a head start writing the college essay 
by coming to the College Application 
Essay Workshop presented by Dunbar 
Educational Consultants on Aug. 25, at 
7 p.m.  The series ends with Making the 
College Match: What Families Need to 
Know, a workshop presented by college 
consultant Gay Pepper, on Aug. 27 at 
7 p.m. to help students find their ideal 
college.  RSVP for the workshops by 
calling the Katonah Village Library at 
914-232-3508 or e-mail  katref@wlsmail.
org.

Yiddish Course: Due to popular 
demand, Chabad is offering a five-week 
introductory course on the Yiddish 
language.  Join the course to learn ah 
bissel Yiddish, kibbitz and schmooze. The 
course begins Wednesday, July 30, and 
will run for five consecutive Wednesdays, 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., at the Yorktown 
Nursery School, 247 Veterans Rd. or more 
information and to register visit www.
ChabadYorktown.com   or call 914-962-
6600.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar.)  First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of  www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Aug. 21
Complete Streets:  The Somers Energy 

and Environment Committee will discuss 
the process of beginning the Complete 
Street project for the town at 7 p.m. at 
town hall. Complete Streets is a national 
program that seeks to enhance the quality 
of life in communities. 

Photo Exhibit: Anita Sklar will be 
exhibiting a collection of fabric pictures 
from photographs at the Somers 
Library during the month of August. 
For any questions, please contact  
somersartgallery@wlsmail.org. She 
developed a professional modeling career 
at the age of 50. Eileen Ford recruited 
her to join the "Ford Classics Division".  
While in her 40’s, Sklar’s interest in sewing 
propelled her to create fabric hanging 
portraits of family members. This interest 
eventually evolved into what you see at 
the exhibit.

Member Appreciation Dinner: The 
Yorktown Chamber of Commerce will 
hold its Member Appreciation Night 

Dinner at 6 p.m. at  Little Sorrento 
Restaurant, 3565 Crompond Rd, 
Yorktown. The honorees include Gina and 
Paul DiPaterio, Little Sorrento Restaurant, 
RoseMarie Panio, Marc Saidel, Saidel and 
Saidel, P.C and. Christopher Sciarra, CS 
Construction & Home Improvement. 
Tickets are $40. RSVP to  mprimavera@
yorktownchamber.org or 914-245-4599.

Friday, Aug. 22
Bernie Williams Concert:  Former 

New York Yankees star Bernie Williams 
and his All Star Band will play a benefit 
concert for the Justin Veatch Fund at 8 
p.m. at Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. Info: 914 739 0039

Free Summer Concert: The Village of 
Ossining’s Summer Concert will conclude 
this year with a free concert presented 
by Ossining’s own KJ Denhert at 7 p.m. 
at the Louis Engel Waterfront Park, 160 
Westerly Rd. Praised for her originality 
and impeccable musicianship, Denhert’s 
urban folk and jazz has earned her a spot 
as one of Jazz.com’s top female vocalists. 
Concertgoers are encouraged to bring 
seating and picnics are welcome. Info: 
914-941-3189.or  www.villageofossining.
org.

Support Connection Kickoff: 
Support Connection will hold a Kickoff 
Celebration for its 20th Anniversary 
Support-A-Walk for Breast and Ovarian 
Cancer from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the Hudson 
Valley Hospital Center 1980 Crompond 
Rd., Cortlandt. The Kickoff Celebration 
is open to everyone and free of charge. 
There will be breakfast, networking and 
door prize drawings. It’s also a chance 
to learn everything you need to know 
about the Walk. Support Connection 
staff and volunteers will be on hand to 
answer questions and to register anyone 
who wants to participate in the Walk. 
Brochures, flyers and other materials will 
be available, along with info on fundraising 
and forming teams. For more info on the 
Kickoff Celebration, or to RSVP, contact 
Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or  
walk@supportconnection.org.

Free Play Dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC 
Early Childhood Center at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The 
program is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 
parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direction 
of an experienced early childhood teacher 
.Pre-registration is suggested. Contact 
Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at  
Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Jewish Center Services:  During the 
summer months, Sabbath services will 
begin at 8 p.m. on Friday evenings and 
at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org..

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and 
more is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the second floor conference room 
at the Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton 
Ave. Assistance is offered on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. This is not a computer 
class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Saturday, Aug. 23
Wizard Of Oz:  “The Wizard of Oz” 

will be celebrated by the Peekskill-based 
Antonia Arts on Aug. 23 and 24 from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the Field Library, 4 
Nelson Ave. Peekskill. Attendees are 
being asked to come in costume. The 
commemoration is in honor of L. Frank 
Baum who was enrolled at the Peekskill 
Military Academy and authored the 
beloved Wonderful Wizard of Oz Vendors 
and performers from the area are needed 
to make this event possible such as actors, 
singers, musicians, visual artists, retail, 
food and beverage. For more information 
on Wiz Fest visit www.facebook.com/
peekskillsjourneytooz.

Mobile Office:  State Sen. David 
Carlucci will be holding mobile office 
hours at the Starbucks in Ossining, 216 
S Highland Ave. from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The mobile office will provide a wide 
range of constituent services and enable 
residents the opportunity to meet with 
Carlucci to discuss important issues in 
our community. 

Ladies Day Jazz:  The Ladies Day Jazz 
Quartet will perform from 8 to 10:30 p.m. 
at the Bean Runner Café, 201 S. Division 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914.737.1701  or 
beanrunnercafe.com.

Ossining Farmers Market:  The 
Ossining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is held year-round on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets. Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 
202.

Overeaters Anonymous: Worried about 
the way you eat? If food rules your life, 
Overeaters Anonymous may have the 
answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9,  Garrison. Info: 
call/text Lisa at 917-716-2488.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 081914

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

adoption
A loving, established couple with close 
family dream of a home filled with the 
sounds of a child. Please contact 855-884-
6080; jennandjonadopt@gmail.com www.
jennandjonadopt.info Expenses paid.

Abundance of love in  warm, caring 
home near devoted family. Happiness. 
Hugs. Education. Expenses paid. Call Mi-
chele 888-486-5971, www.Michelelook-
ingtoadopt.com or ContactMe@Michele-
LookingToAdopt.com

Devoted loving couple wishes to adopt 
newborn into secure home filled with 
care, love & happiness. Expenses Paid. 
Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, text 
917.991.0612, www.anthonyandtim.com.

auCtions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BusinEss For saLE:
HAnDs-on eDucAtionAl en-
RicHment compAny FoR sAle. 
Great business opportunity for teachers, 
artists, performers, naturalists who love 
working with children. Programs de-
signed for elementary schools/libraries/
camps to enhance curriculum. Programs 
align with curriculum standards. Current 
customer base 40+ schools in Westches-
ter/ CT.  Turnkey priced to sell at 32k.  
914-980-4394 / 914-582-0708

BuYinG aLmost  
anYtHinG oF VaLuE 
especially jewelry, coins, watches, gold 
scrap, silver, diamonds - all sizes and 
shapes, silver flatware sets, furs. Basically 
anything of value. cAll JAck FoR 
Appointment (917) 696-2024 

EduCation
employers need work-at-home medical 
transcriptionists! Get the online train-
ing you need to fill these positions with 
training through SUNY Ulster. Train at 
home to work at home! Visit CareerStep.
com/NewYork to start training for your 
work-at-home career today.†

EmpLoYmEnt
FAcilities AnD kitcHen mAn-
AGeRs Catskill Mtns. fishing/hunting 
club seeks long- term couple to manage 
facilities/ meal services. Benefits include: 
housing / vehicle / insurance. Compen-
sation commensurate with experience. 

Resumes to: CatskillNYEmployment@
gmail.com

EVEnts
RinAlDiFleAmARkets.com Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking, Great Food & Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! Please visit RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM 631-891-
7112

HEaLtH & BEautY
pelVic/tRAnsVAGinAl mesH? Did 
you undergo transvaginal placement of 
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress 
urinary incontinence between 2005 and 
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H.Johnson Law and 
speak with female staff members 1-800-
535-5727

HELp WantEd
FulleR BRusH compAny Dis-
tRiButoRs neeDeD. Earn up to 46% 
profit servicing people in your area. No 
Investment. Call 1-800-683-2002

AiRline cAReeRs begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students  Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HomE improVEmEnt
HAs youR BuilDinG sHiFteD oR 
settleD? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

Land For saLE
FARmlAnD sell- oFF! 8/23! 1 DAy 
only! 5acres- $19,900 15acres- $29,900 
19acres- $39,900 Trout streams, ponds, 
springs, valley views, apple orchards, pine 
forest, stonewalls! 3 hours NY City! Own-
er terms! Cash discounts! Call: (888)905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

pRoFitABle opeRAtinG Busi-
ness HiGHmARket inn & spoRts! 
Restaurant, Tavern, Snowmobile/ATV 
Service Center, Home. $349,900. Lewis 
County.† John Hill, RE Salesperson 315-
657- 5469. NY LAND QUEST nyland-
quest.com

misCELLanEous
sAWmills from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEaL EstatE
sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
Pre-owned homes starting at $35,000. 
New models available. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VaCation rEntaLs
oceAn city, mARylAnD. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
most cAsH pAiD FoR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pleAse cAll AARon At
914-654-1683 

cAsH for coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  

Did you undergo trans-vaginal placement of mesh for  
pelvic organ prolapse or stress urinary incontinence  
between 2005 and the present? If the mesh caused  

complications, you may be entitled to compensation.  
Call Charles H.Johnson Law and speak with female 

staff members 1-800-535-5727 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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INDEX NO.: 4075/2011
Date Filed: 7/11/2014

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
MORTGAGED PREMISES: 2985 HICKORY ST., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598
SBL #: 27.5 – 1 – 64 

Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place of trial; venue is based upon the 
county in which the mortgaged premises is situate.

STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT: COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., Plaintiff,
vs.
CHARLES WU, CECILY AMMENDOLA, if living and if dead, the respective heirs at  law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, trustees, devisees, 
legatees, assignors, lienors, creditors, and successors in interest, and generally all persons having or claiming under, by or through said defendant who may be deceased, 
by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise of any right, title or interest in and to the premises  described in the complaint herein, and their respective husbands, wives or 
widows, if any, and each and every person not specifically named who may be entitled to or claim to have any right, title or interest in the property described in the veri-
fied complaint; all of whom and whose names and places of residence unknown, and cannot after diligent inquiry be ascertained by the Plaintiff, CENTURION CAPI-
TAL CORP., WELLS 
FARGO BANK, N.A., THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE, Defendants,

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your answer, or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, 

to serve a notice of appearance on the attorneys for the Plaintiff within 20 days after the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after 
service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York). In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken 

against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT, A DE-

FAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE YOUR 
CASE IS PENDING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO ANSWER THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING PAY-

MENT TO YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY WILL NOT STOP THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $350,200.00 and interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of Westchester on 
September 21, 2006, at INSTR. NO. 462440747, covering premises known as 2985 HICKORY ST., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598 – Sec. 27.5; Block 1; Lot 
64.The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described 
above. The Plaintiff also seeks a deficiency judgment against the Defendant and for any debt secured by said Mortgage which is not satisfied by the proceeds of the sale 
of said premises. TO the Defendant CECILY AMMENDOLA, the foregoing Supplemental Summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Hon. 
Charles D. Wood of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, dated April 30, 2014, extended on June 11, 2014, and further extended on July 2, 2014. 
Dated:  New Rochelle, NY  
July 8, 2014
McCABE WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
/s/_________________
Leroy J. Pelicci, Jr., Esq.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
145 Huguenot St., Ste. 210
New Rochelle, NY 10801
p. 914-636-8900
f. 914-636-8901

HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE
NEW YORK STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT WE SEND YOU THIS NOTICE  ABOUT THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. PLEASE READ IT CARE-

FULLY. SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME.  IF YOU FAIL TO RESPOND TO THE SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT IN THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION, YOU MAY LOSE YOUR HOME. PLEASE READ THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT CAREFULLY. 

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT AN ATTORNEY OR YOUR LOCAL LEGAL AID OFFICE TO OBTAIN 
ADVICE ON HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF.  

SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE.
The State encourages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure.  

In addition to seeking assistance from an attorney or legal aid office, there are government agencies and non-profit organizations that you may contact for
information about possible options, including trying to work with your lender during this process.  To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-free hel-

pline maintained by the New York State Banking Department of Financial Services at 1-800-342-3736 or visit the Department's website at www.dfs.ny.gov.

FORECLOSURE RESCUE SCAMS
Be careful of people who approach you with offers to "save" your home.  There are individuals who watch for notices of foreclosure actions in order to unfair-
ly profit from a homeowner's distress.  You should be extremely careful about any such promises and any suggestions that you pay them a fee or sign over your 
deed. State law requires anyone offering such services for profit to enter into a contract which fully describes the services they will perform and fees they will 

charge, and which prohibits them from taking any money from you until they have completed all such promised services.
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By A.J. Martelli
The New York-Penn League All-

Star Game may be taking place 
tonight at MCU Park in Brooklyn, 
but a strong Hudson Valley presence 
will be felt. The Renegades will be 
represented in the All-Star Game by 
seven players, a record number for 
the minor league franchise. 

“It’s awesome; a great 
accomplishment to them,” said 
Renegades skipper Tim Parenton, 
who will be managing the game with 
his coaching staff. “They put up the 
numbers, they got the recognition by 
the league president and they’re going 
to do great.”

Two Renegade outfielders in Bralin 
Jackson and Hunter Lockwood were 
selected. Jackson, the Tampa Bay Rays’ 
fifth pick in the 2012 Major League 
Baseball draft, has tallied 56 hits in 54 
games and has demonstrated a keen 
eye at the plate, drawing 24 walks. He 
also hit .324 in the month of July and 
leads the Renegades with 18 multi-hit 
games.

Lockwood has been as clutch as 
they come, leading the league with 
13 home runs and 43 RBIs. Three 
of his 13 round-trippers have been 
of the walk-off variety, and he’s very 
excited to be playing in his first All-
Star Game.

“I’m looking forward to it,” 
Lockwood said. “Going there with a 
bunch of guys that you know and get 
to play with every day is just going to 
make it all the more special. We’ve 
had a lot of guys playing well for us all 
year; been hitting the ball, throwing 
strikes and getting the job done when 
we need it.”

Along with a pair of outfielders, 
three Renegade infielders will be playing 
tonight. Utility man Coty Blanchard, 
second baseman Jace Conrad and first 
baseman Casey Gillaspie each received 
the nod.

Blanchard currently sports a .287 
batting average, has driven in 24 runs 
and he leads the league with 20 stolen 

bases. Meanwhile Conrad has 17 steals, 
boasts a .277 average, and has knocked 
in 18 runs.

Gillaspie, the Rays’ first pick in this 
year’s draft, has been worth the price 
of admission with his seven home runs 
this summer, coupled with 38 RBIs and 
a .273 clip at the plate. The younger 
brother of Chicago White Sox third 

baseman Conor Gillaspie is looking 
forward to the experience.

“It should be a fun time,” Gillaspie 
said. “We have a good team, the guys 
work hard. I’m happy for all the guys 
who got invited.”

Rounding out the Renegades in 
the All-Star Game are pitchers Nolan 
Gannon and Hunter Wood. Gannon is 

currently 5-2 in nine starts with an ERA 
of 2.68. The tall right-hander has struck 
out 43 batters in 47 innings while only 
allowing five walks.

Wood, another lanky righty, has been 
equally as dominant, with a 3-3 record 
in 11 starts for the Gades, and a 2.91 
ERA.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
Renegade 2B Jace Conrad flashes his All-Star form in Sunday’s 9-1 loss to Lowell at the Dutch.

Renegades Send Record Seven Players to NYPL All-Star Game
 August 19 - August 25, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS SPORTS SECTION
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Newly-minted 
Mahopac High 
basketball Coach Jim 
Harter will have his 
hands full this winter. 
Replacing a legend is 
never easy, and that 
is what Harter will 
attempt to do; taking 

over the reins of the successful Indians’ 
basketball program from former Coach 
Kevin Downes, who, as you likely know by 
now, resigned over the infamous, racially-
charged tweets that nearly sent Mahopac 
back into the Abe Lincoln-era last February. 

Please, let this be the last 
time we discuss “the Tweets”, 
“the alleged confederate 
flag”, “the fight in the stands 
at the County Center”, “the 
nocuous taunts from Mount 
Vernon’s unruly fans” et 
al. Harter comes with a 
résumé chock-full-of-goodness, a dossier 
that includes a successful 16-year stint at 
Pace University and NBA bloodlines: his 
father, Richard Alvin “Dick” Harter spent 
a lifetime with the NY Knicks, Charlotte, 
Detroit, Portland, Indiana and other prized 
basketball organizations before passing in 
2012, so Jim Harter was raised a gym rat 
through necessity. 

It’s that incessant yearning to coach that 
drew Harter to Mahopac, which went the 
“safe route” by selecting a veteran coach 
to step in for Downes, now coaching at 
Yorktown High where he, too, will have 
his hands full as he tries to build a winner 
from the ground up; much like he did 
at Mahopac while taking the Indians to 
the Section 1 Class AA finals four years 
running, including one championship 
appearance (2013) and five league titles. 

Harter, who coached alongside former 
Somers boss Chris DiCintio with the East 
Coast Panthers on the AAU circuit last 
year, went 224-213 during his career at Pace 
and guided the Setters to three Division-II 
NCAA tournament berths before losing the 

gig in 2013. He was named 
NIT/Metropolitan Coach 
of the Year in 1999 and 
now inherits a Mahopac 
program that went 17-4 last 
season under Downes, a 
prideful African-American 
man, who stepped down 

in the aftermath of the Mount Vernon 
incident.

“I was excited to hear I got the job because 
I was impressed with the people I met at 
Mahopac in the interview process and their 
commitment to wanting to do things the 
right way,” Harter said before heading off 
the Berkshires for a week-long camp he will 
run. “I appreciate that the administration 

has placed confidence in me to move the 
program forward.”

Downes, for his part, wishes Mahopac 
well; though he likely won’t put the past 
behind him until the Cornhuskers tip off 
this winter. His coaching lore at Mahopac 
now a thing of the past, Downes, a football 
and basketball legend at Mahopac in the 
late ’80s, hasn’t heard from a single coach 
or administrator at Mahopac since his 
resignation last winter. That fact stings 
almost as much as “the Tweets” did; those 
nonsensical rants of a few bad apples that 
went viral with a series of “likes”, “re-tweets” 
and a non-sympathetic media that went on 
attack mode on Mahopac.

The last two years have been, perhaps, 
the darkest era in Mahopac history, a litany 
of things gone publicly awry: starting with 
David Villalobos, who jumped into the Tiger 
pit at the Bronx Zoo in September of 2012, 
escalating with the former student crashing 
his car into Mahopac High School before 
dying (the district then faced criticism for 
ostracizing special ed. students), the bad 
blood with Mount Vernon and subsequent 
fallout after the infamous hoops game, 
the highway department co-worker fiasco 
that ended in the death of a good man, 
the alleged rape by a restaurateur (who 
cleared by a hung jury; 11-1 in favor of 
prosecution), and ending with the slew 
of heroin deaths while being wrongfully 
pigeonholed as community of racists. 

These issues are hardly contained to 
Mahopac: They have become standard 
fare for much of America, but the media 
has been quick to point out Mahopac’s 
shortcomings. The ill-famed Tweets not 
only damaged the tense relations between 
Mahopac and Mount Vernon, it gathered 
a tumultuous wave of negative media 
publicity and put the entire community 
under the microscope.

Hell, even Brad and Angelina pulled 
the wool over our eyes with the rumored 
purchase of the Massaro Mansion on 
Petre Island, which turned out to be pure 
poppycock. So, now the Mahopac district 
turns to venerable Rich Harter to restore 
some order on the Mahopac basketball 
court, counting on the fact that his vast 
experience as a collegiate coach will pay 
dividends in one of Section 1’s most fervent 
sports communities. 

“It was unfortunate what happened (at the 
end of last season), but I am excited about 
a future at Mahopac where we continue to 
play at a high level and represent the school 
with class both on and off the court,” Harter 
said.

Welcome, sir: May I suggest you head on 
down to the Freight House Café where my 
girl Donna Massaro, the lovely owner, will 
brew you a mean cup of Moe Joe and clue 
you in on one more fact: No matter what 
curve ball life throws at them, Mahopacians 
will adjust accordingly and dig deep, 
including the group of hoopsters beholden 
to you this winter. They may not have the 
overall talent the previous four teams have 
had, but they will die trying.

“I have seen the returning players and 
there is a good nucleus coming back,” 
Harter said. “From my standpoint, it is 
a good situation because they have been 
taught how to play hard from Coach 
Downes and they know how to win.”

Folks are counting on you, Coach Harter, 
along with the rest of the coaches, teachers, 
students, administration and parents to 
change the fortunes of image-shattered 
Mahopac and negate the Google search 
engines that jump directly to the dreaded 
eve of February 27, 2014 when you type in 
the words “Mahopac basketball”. 

Good luck, sir; the Mahopac Maniacs 
welcome you!

Sports

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
The student body at Mahopac hopes to be out in force this winter, supporting new varsity basketball Coach 
Jim Harter and the Indians.

Mahopac Turns its Lonely Eyes to Coach Harter
Veteran Hoops Mentor Takes over for Coach Downes

Direct 
Rays

Members of  the Peekskill Brewery softball team pose with the championship hardware after 
defeating The Stadium in a thrilling 3-game series that concluded with a 12-7 triumph last 
Tuesday night. Members of  the team include Dom Ricciardi, Matt Lugo, Tim Murray, Chris 
Murray, Julian Lugo, Jay Stroh, Brian Bellantoni, Tom Vasile, Greg Pasacrita, Tim Colligan, Josh 
Goldberg, Dennis Nittoli, Chris Jones.

Peekskill Brewery Crowned 
Put Valley A-League Champs
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