
By Rick Pezzullo
The Peekskill Common Council may 

vote this week to fund an outside attor-
ney for the city’s Ethics Board to inves-
tigate claims made by the Democratic 
majority that Mayor Frank Catalina has 
allegedly been bullying and threatening 
some high level city staff.

Judith Ehren, chairwoman of the 
four-member Ethics Board and a former 
Democratic district leader, admitted 
under questioning from Catalina dur-
ing a work session last week that no for-
mal complaints have been filed against 
Catalina, saying “it’s merely a prelimi-
nary inquiry.”

She maintained the Ethics Board, 
which consists of two Democrats, one 

Republican and one independent mem-
ber, was reacting to the Democratic ma-
jority’s press release issued earlier this 
month “among other things.”

“It’s really not a partisan action. 
They’re just trying to find out what’s go-
ing on,” said Deputy Mayor Drew Clax-

Rick Pezzullo Photo
Mayor Frank catalina (right) flanked by members of  the common council.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Yorktown Zoning Board of Ap-

peals last week reserved a crucial deci-
sion regarding the interpretation of the 
town code that could pave the way for a 
sober living residence on Underhill Av-
enue.

The ZBA closed a public hearing that 
featured final arguments from attor-
neys for the applicants, Tom McCrossan 
and Mark McGoldrick, a/k/a Compass 
Westchester, and two neighbors, Linda 
Gironda and Al French, over a written 
opinion by Building Inspector John Win-
ter that the proposed facility for recover-
ing alcohol and substance abuse addicts 
falls under the definition of a “convales-
cent home.”

“I think we’ve thoroughly exhausted 
this issue,” said ZBA Vice Chairman 
Gregg Bucci.

Michael Sirignano, attorney for Giron-
da and French, and town officials, reiter-
ated his argument that the sober home 
does not fit the criteria of either a conva-
lescent home or a nursing home, which 
are treated the same in the town’s Zoning 
Code. Therefore, it should not be allowed 
to be considered for a three-year special 

Yorktown 
ZBA 
Reserves 
Decision on 
Sober Home

Photo by lauRa MaRkowski

Somewhere Over the Rainbow
it was a sight to see at somers Middle school last week as a rainbow emerged as a backdrop.

Ethics Board May Probe Peekskill 
Mayor’s Alleged Bullying

continued on page 12
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By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown Councilman Terrence Mur-

phy was nominated by the Westchester 
Republican Committee last week to run 
for the state Senate seat in the 40th Dis-
trict being vacated by incumbent Greg 
Ball (R,C,I/Patterson).

Murphy, who was elected to a second 
four-year term on the Yorktown Town 
Board last November, was chosen over 
former state Assemblyman Robert Cas-
telli of Lewisboro. 

“I’m thrilled and honored to carry the 
colors of the Republican Party in the 40th 
Senate District,” Murphy said. “I’m run-
ning because I’m concerned about the 
American Dream in New York. We’re on 
such a perilous trajectory that if we don’t 
bring about honest to goodness change, 
and soon, the chance to revitalize the 
American Dream in New York could be 
a fond memory, and I simply refuse to let 
that happen.”

The 40th Senate District includes 
Yorktown, Cortlandt, Somers, Peekskill, 
Mount Kisco, North Salem, Lewisboro, 
Pound Ridge, New Castle and Mount 
Pleasant in Westchester; Carmel, Patter-
son and Southeast in Putnam; and Beek-
man and Pawling in Dutchess County.

After weeks of speculation, Ball an-
nounced two weeks ago he would not be 
seeking reelection to the Senate, where 

he served for the last four years after a 
four-year stint in the Assembly, or vie 
for any elected office, including Putnam 
County executive, which he had report-
edly been eyeing for months. He said he 
held off on his announcement until a via-
ble Republican successor could be found, 
which opened the door for Murphy, who 
received Ball’s blessing.

Several local GOP leaders also ex-
pressed their support for Murphy, a mar-
ried father of three children and a chiro-
practor who owns Yorktown Health and 
Wellness Center and Murphy’s restau-

rant in Yorktown.
“Terrence Murphy is Yorktown’s son. 

He will serve the people of the 40th dis-
trict with the same values that he has 
brought to the Yorktown community: 
leadership, dedication and integrity,” said 
Yorktown GOP Chairwoman Serafina 
Mastro.

“Hardworking, smart and honest are 
all attributes which fit Terrence Murphy 
to a tee,” said Peekskill GOP Chairman 
Vincent Vesce. “I have no doubt that he 
will be a tireless worker in Albany on be-
half of all those he will be representing in 
the state Senate.”

Castelli, a Vietnam veteran who served 
three years in the Assembly, congratulat-
ed Murphy on winning the nomination 
but did not rule out waging a primary.

“I intend to retain all of my options, 
and will speak with my campaign staff 
and supporters to determine which 
course we will take,” Castelli said in a 
statement. “While I am disappointed in 
the Westchester Committee’s decision 
not to adjourn the vote on this important 
Senate seat until I and other candidates 
had a chance to go before each commit-
tee, I appreciate the opportunity to be 
heard, and the support of those who vot-
ed for adjournment and who continue to 
support my candidacy.”

Murphy, who prior to the convention 
in Hastings-on-Hudson stated he would 
not have run a primary if he was not the 
chosen one, acknowledged Castelli’s ef-
forts, saying, “Bob is the consummate 
statesman who has served the public 
with class and a tireless work ethic. He 
served the country honorably in the mil-
itary for which we all owe him a debt of 
gratitude.”

On Monday, Murphy said he would be 
appearing before the Putnam and Dutchess 
county GOP committees this week and 
was “cautiously optimistic” about receiving 
their endorsements as well.

Running on the Democratic line for 
the Senate is Justin Wagner of Croton-
on-Hudson, who was defeated by Ball 
two years ago.

Yorktown’s Murphy Receives Republican Nod for State Senate

Terrence Murphy
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By Rick Pezzullo
School budgets were approved in all 

seven districts in the Northern Westchester 
region last week, while new school trustees 
were elected in Lakeland, Croton-Harmon 
and Peekskill.

In Lakeland, the $161 million budget, 
which carries a 2.5% tax increase in York-
town and a 1.7% tax decrease in Cortlandt, 
was passed 941-339. A bus proposition also 
was approved 877-379.

Meanwhile, in the race for three seats on 
the Board of Education, Lakeland Education 
Foundation President Denise Kness and fel-
low LEF member Rachelle Nardelli earned 
seats with 774 and 707 votes, along with 
Vice President Glen Malia, who was elected 
to a third term with 741 votes. Incumbents 
Michael Cherchia and Scott Carey finished 
out of the running with 641 and 594 votes.

Kness said she and Nardelli were thankful 
for the support from residents.

“It dawned on me after all the votes where 
in and counted that I had been campaigning 
for this position for the past 10 years,” Kness 
said. “May 20th for me will mark a day that 
I was giving the green light to continue my 
passion of educating and developing our 
youth.  Many of the voters have watched 

Rachelle and I for the past 10 years volun-
teering and assisting our leaders to help 
make each day at Lakeland the best it could 
be.  For 12 hours Rachelle Nardelli and I 
stood side by side with our opponents 100 
feet from the voting area and hoped to be 
given the chance to serve. My focus will be 
to join in on the fine work in progress of the 
present board and give 110% to help move 
our district forward.”

In Yorktown, the $97 million budget with 
an accompanying .52% tax hike was over-
whelmingly supported 1,146-369.

In the Board of Education race, incum-
bent trustees Anthony D’Alessandro and 
Michael Magnani were reelected to a new 
three-year term with 994 and 922 votes 
respectively, while “The Tax Watchdog” 
Ed Ciffone came up short again with 574 
votes.

In Peekskill, which had the lowest turn-
out, the budget was approved 409-220. In 
the four candidate race for two board seats, 
newcomer Richard Sullivan led the pack 
with 386 votes, followed by President Doug-
las Glickert with 339. Falling short were in-
cumbent Joseph Urbanowicz with 302 and 
George Ondek with 188.

The Croton-Harmon budget was ap-

proved 530-130. In the four candidate race 
for three seats on the board, Patrice Dav-
idson was the top vote-getter with 511, fol-
lowed by incumbent Neal Haber with 438 
and Todd Freebern with 400. Ann Marie 
Sasso finished fourth with 328 votes.

In districts where incumbent trustees ran 
unopposed, budgets were approved in Hen-
drick Hudson (616-224), Ossining (1,308-
515) and Somers (950-302).

winning Peekskill trustees Doug Glickert and Richard sullivan, above and Rachelle Nardelli and Denise 
kness, below.

New Trustees Elected in Lakeland, Peekskill, Croton-Harmon

School Budgets Approved in Local School Districts
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241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

Topsoil 
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits • Flagstone • Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones

• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Grass Seed • Fertilizer
www.bedfordgravel.com

Yorktown Pet Grooming is Pleased to Announce That
Houndstooth Pet Dental

Non-Anesthetic Teeth Cleaning
Will be coming to our facility

Sunday June 1st 
8am-5pm

Dr. Paul Mihok DVM
will be on site for consultations

Don’t miss this opportunity!

Please call 914 962-4464 for more information 
1903 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 

www.yorktownpetgrooming.com

The bees have found a home in the 
Village of Ossining. The Village Board 
of Trustees voted on May 21 to override 
the long standing ordinance against bee 
keeping in Ossining. Through a con-
certed effort on the part of many resi-
dents, gardeners, friends and neighbors, 
beekeepers as well as trustees and their 
counsel, consensus was finally reached. 
A vote in support of bees and beekeeping 
passed unanimously.

The Dominican Sisters of Hope, cen-
tered at Mariandale in Ossining, have 
long been proponents of the bees. The 
Sisters have spoken at public hearings, 
written and submitted our support of the 
bees to the trustees, hosted the Croton 
Bee Keepers and the Hudson Valley Nat-
ural Beekeepers meetings at the Center 
on the north end of the Village of Ossin-
ing, and even screened a Bee film shown 
to the mayor and trustees.

Sisters Nancy Erts, OP, Bette Ann Jas-
ter, OP, and Carlos Santiago, Physical 
Plant Manager at Mariandale (and future 
beekeeper at Mariandale), were present 
for the approval of the new legislation. 
“I am very excited and extremely grate-
ful that the Village Trustees voted for the 
bees’ sake tonight,” said Sr. Bette Ann. 
“We are planting for the pollinators here 
at Mariandale and hope to attract mon-

arch butterflies as well as bees. We plan 
to tend our own bees as part of creating a 
sustainable and hospitable environment. 
It’s wonderful to partner with the Vil-
lage board and their amazing staff in this 
transformation.”

 This new legislation sets in place pro-
tection from liability for the village and 
safe standards and protection for the bees. 
Simply stated, the law is entitled “Revi-
sions to Chapter 75 ‘Animals’ to Require 
Apiary Registration”. Parameters are set 
that include: Registration of the hive; re-
quirement for training before starting a 
hive insuring best practices and on-going 
support; required distances from local 
sidewalks, etc. These and other regula-
tions will be available from The Village 
Clerks office and the Village website. 

The Dominican Sisters of Hope are a 
religious order based at Mariandale in 
Ossining. Mariandale Retreat and Con-
ference Center is a sponsored ministry of 
the congregation. The full service retreat 
center has an outdoor labyrinth, nature 
trails and a community garden. For more 
information about the Dominican Sis-
ters of Hope, visit the website at www.
ophope.org. For more information about 
the legislation visit the official website of 
The Village of Ossining at http://www.
villageofossining.org.

Dominican Sisters Are Abuzz about New Bee Legislation

sister Nancy erts, Physical Plant Manager carlos santiago and sister bette ann Jaster stand among the community 
garden beds holding a sample of a bit of hive. all three are looking forward to welcoming bees on the property. 

The Alliance for Safe Kids (ASK), the 
Town of Yorktown and Yorktown Organ-
izations United will host the 25th Annual 
Yorktown Community Day on Saturday, 
June 7 from noon to 4 p.m. at Jack De-
Vito Veterans Memorial Field.

The fun-filled event will feature the an-
nual Taste of Yorktown and ASK 4 Talent. 
The day will also showcase numerous com-
munity organizations, local merchants, in-
flatables, activities for kids, music and enter-
tainment for all ages.

Participants represent a wide range of 
Yorktown groups from emergency serv-
ices to civic organizations to local com-
munity groups and many more. Local 

restaurants and chefs will compete in a 
cook-off for Best Wings in Yorktown and 
bake-off for Best Homemade Cookie in 
Yorktown.

“This day represents 25 years of gath-
ering as a community and sharing our 
unique roles in making Yorktown spe-
cial,” said Liz Talbert, coalition coordi-
nator for ASK. “This community spirit is 
the foundation for the safety net that we 
collectively build and strengthen to sup-
port our youth and families throughout 
the year.”

For more information or to partici-
pate in the event, visit www.Alliancefor-
SafeKids.org or call (914) 736-1450.

25th Annual Yorktown Community Day Set for June 7
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For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

H H H H H H H H 

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

Stay & Play Club
Before (starting Sept. 2014) or 

After School Programs-
Open till 6pm for Lakeland 

Elementary school aged children

Before and After Care Available

  (Ages: 18 months as of Sept 1st and up)

ton.
Catalina thinks otherwise, and won-

dered how the Ethics Board could act as 
“cop, judge, jury and the executioner.” 
He also criticized the Democratic ma-
jority, specifically Claxton, for making 
public assertions about his character 
without presenting any facts or names 
to back up their allegations.

“It’s a vicious personal attack that’s 
not factual,” he fumed. “In my 32 years 
as a lawyer I have never had an ethics 
complaint filed against me. Back it up or 
shut up. It’s beyond bizarre. It’s sublime.”

Catalina has denied using any bully-
ing tactics, but admitted he requested 
that City Manager Anthony Ruggi-
ero and Corporation Counsel Edward 
Dunphy resign from their positions 
following several differences of opin-
ion. Catalina said if he had the votes on 
the council he would fire Ruggiero and 
Dunphy.

Dunphy chose to resign, effective 
June 5, while Ruggiero declined. Last 
week, Catalina issued a press release 
outlining issues he’s had with Ruggiero, 
something he noted he refrained from 
doing until the Democrats decided to 
take him to task.

“Since taking office I have had difficul-
ties working with the city manager and 

city attorney and have been (privately) 
critical of their performance on various 
issues and firmly believe the Democrat’s 
press release was a preemptive personal 
attack on me as the internal difficulties 
were about to become public,” Catalina 
said. “In the first four months that I 
have been in office I have been shocked 
at what I’ve found starting with the hir-
ing of a city manager that does not meet 
the requirements of the City Charter.”

Catalina has been asking for a legal 
opinion from Dunphy about whether 
the Common Council violated the City 
Charter when they hired Ruggiero as 
city manager last June to a five-year 
contract at an annual salary of $163,000. 
According to the Charter, a city man-
ager is required to have at least three 
years’ experience as a city manager and 
reside in the city. Ruggiero, who lives in 
Fishkill, had worked for the city for 13 
years, mostly in planning, before leav-
ing in January 2013 to become Putnam 
County’s commissioner of planning.

“Several actions of the city manager 
have led me to conclude the city is not 
being well served by him and given the 
lack of qualifications, particularly expe-
rience, his conduct and embarrassing 
mistakes and other decisions that have 
caused great financial loss,” Catalina 

contended. “It’s not that he’s a bad per-
son but I can think of 20 guys I would 
hire in a minute instead of this guy. I 
don’t think I run the city. I don’t want to 
run the city. We are not a city manager 
pure form of government. We are a hy-
brid. I’m his check and balance.”

Claxton defended Ruggiero, who 
could not be reached for comment, and 
claimed Catalina’s public dress down of 
the city manager was an example of his 
bullying manner.

“Anthony is quite competent. He’s 
also quite ethical and fair. He wants a 
professional city. He’s not a guy to hire 
your friends or your relatives,” Claxton 
said. “I know the majority of the council 
found him to be very capable. If you’re 
going to attack someone’s reputation in 
the press, that’s a bullying tactic. How is 
that not? I think he likes the battle. We 
like to get work done.”

One of the specific items Catalina 
criticized Ruggiero over was a fireman’s 
contract settled in December 2012 that 
he said has yet to be signed or typed up. 
He also said Ruggiero allowed the con-
tract with the B.I.D. (Business Improve-
ment District) to expire on December 
31, leading to “a virtual civil war be-
tween the downtown business own-
ers and resulted in the Cinco de Mayo 

celebration to be within hours of being 
cancelled. This was a cause of great em-
barrassment to the city.”

Catalina mentioned a litany of other 
complaints he had, but emphasized “the 
single most serious breach of my confi-
dence in the city manager” was Ruggi-
ero withholding information regarding 
a legal settlement with Peekskill Police 
Sergeant Ray Henderlong. No details of 
the investigation with Henderlong have 
been revealed publicly or to the Coun-
cil. A settlement was recently reached 
where Henderlong will remain out on 
sick leave until he retires in August 
2015, according to Catalina.

The mayor was particularly incensed 
that Ruggiero hired outside legal coun-
sel for the case without the consent of 
the Common Council. One of Catalina’s 
main campaign promises was doing 
away with hiring of outside counsel.

“The charter specifically requires the 
mayor and Council approve any and all 
hiring of outside counsel. The city man-
ager never came to the Council for the 
hiring approval nor authority to settle 
the case notwithstanding the mayor and 
Council were named parties,” Catalina 
stated. “I have directed that no payment 
to this firm be made until we sort out 
who is going to be responsible for it.”

Ethics Board May Probe Peekskill Mayor’s Alleged Bullying
continued from page 1
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State Police
May 17 - 4:45 a.m. – Ronnell Cezar, 

29, of Cortlandt, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated following a traffic 
stop on Route 9.

May 18 -2:22 a.m. – Michael Scotti, 
49, of Yorktown, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated following a traffic 
stop on the Taconic State Parkway in 
Mount Pleasant for speeding and mov-
ing from the lane unsafely.

9:40 p.m. – Sara Robinson, 33, of Cro-
ton-on-Hudson, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated and criminal trespass 
following a reported domestic dispute at a 
Cortlandt residence. Complainant alleged 
Robinson unlawfully entered his home. 
Investigation revealed Robinson drove to 
the home intoxicated. She is due in Cort-
landt Town Court June 2.

11:30 p.m. – Francis Mezquita-Veloz, 
24, of Yorktown, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated following an acci-
dent investigation on the Sprain Brook 
Parkway in Mount Pleasant.

May 19 - 5:01 p.m. – Francesco 
Marsala, 33, of Yorktown, was arrested 
for unlawful imprisonment and criminal 

obstruction of breathing following a re-
port of a physical domestic incident from 
a walk-in victim that allegedly occurred 
during the early morning hours of May 
18. Investigation revealed Marsala physi-
cally restrained the victim and placed his 
hand on the victim’s neck. Marsala was 
remanded to Westchester County Jail in 
lieu of $5,000 bail.

May 20 - 9:16 p.m. – William Kivel, 
25, of Lake Peekskill, was charged with 
assault, menacing, unlawful imprison-
ment, criminal possession of a weapon, 
criminal mischief and criminal obstruc-
tion of breathing following a walk-in 
complaint from a victim reporting a do-
mestic incident. Investigation revealed 
Kivel caused physical injury to the victim 
and took her cell phone to prevent her 
from calling the police during the alter-
cation. Kivel is also accused of threaten-
ing to kill the victim and himself with a 
.22 caliber rifle. Kivel was remanded to 
Putnam County Jail in lieu of $5,000 cash 
bail.

May 23/24
State Police in Somers reported the 

arrest of three individuals for driving 
while intoxicated during traffic stops and 
check points. Charged with DWI were 

Brian Kihlmire, 31, of Danbury, CT, Sta-
cey Beverly, 37, of Yonkers, and Roman 
Alvarenga, 48, of Yonkers.

Yorktown Police
May 21 - 10:15 a.m. – David Totten, 

24, of Somers, was charged with two 
counts of criminal sale of marijuana  fol-
lowing an investigation by Yorktown Po-
lice and the Westchester County Drug 
Task Force. It is alleged Totten sold the 
drug to another person on two dates in 
April. He was released on $200 cash bail.

May 22 - 9:30 p.m. – An unidenti-
fied 14-year-old Putnam Valley male was 
charged with juvenile delinquency after 
a Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School 
student reported she was allegedly har-
assed at school and on the Internet by the 
male.

May 23 -2:54 a.m. – Marek Gazda, 
36, of Yorktown, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated after a police officer 
observed him slumped over the driver 
seat of the running vehicle on Gomer 
Street. The DWI charge was elevated to a 
felony since Gazda had a prior DWI con-
viction within the last 10 years.

 Police Blotter

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

Join Yorktown Jewish Center and the Northern Westchester Jewish Community 
at the

Annual Summer Bar-B-Que
Come for a great time with friends, new and old!  

Please invite your friends and neighbors!

Sunday, June 1 • 5:00pm To 7:00pm
Featuring food, friends, and family fun … � 

a bounce castle, kids crafts, 
and a playground.

Yorktown Jewish Center 
2966 Crompond Rd. Yorktown Heights, NY 

(914) 245-2324

•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
         Petroleum

Clip This ad! 
Save $10.00 off your 1st Propane Delivery! 

Cortlandt Man 
Sentenced in 
Greenburgh Drug Buy 
Homicide
By Rick Pezzullo

A Cortlandt man was sentenced to 
25 years to life in state prison in connec-
tion with the January 2013 homicide of a 
Greenburgh man.

Daniel Forte, 27, of Terrence Place, was 
convicted in February after a jury trial of 
murder, robbery and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon. An accomplice, Enrique 
Ansell, 27, of Sleepy Hollow, pled guilty to 
robbery in January and could face 25 years 
in jail when he is sentenced on July 29.

According to Westchester District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore, on January 26, 
2013, Forte and Ansell were involved in 
a robbery of large amount of marijuana 
in Greenburgh. A number of participants 
walked  towards the home on Warren Av-
enue to go inside to weigh the drugs when 
Forte pulled out a gun and struck the seller.

The seller called out to his friends who 
rushed to him while he was on the ground. 
As they went to their friend’s aid, Forte 
fired directly at the victim, Kujtim Rushiti, 
striking him in the neck. Rushiti was taken 
to Westchester Medical Center and subse-
quently died. Forte and Ansell were later 
arrested by Greenburgh detectives.
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Ethics Board has No Business Sticking Nose 
in Petty Peekskill Politics

It didn’t take long for the clear 
differences on the Peekskill Com-
mon Council to rear their ugly 
heads, resulting in a combustible 
situation that has quickly deterio-
rated into personal hand grenades 
being tossed at a rapid pace.

Mayor Frank Catalina and 
members of the Democratic ma-
jority have both admitted that 
they anticipated hurdles with a 
new administration that fought 
against many initiatives started 
under Mayor Mary Foster. That 
was inevitable. What apparently 
wasn’t envisioned were the issues 
with some high ranking city staff 
that has already led to one resig-
nation and an attempt by Catalina 
to force another.

The council is currently split 
along party lines over whether the 
City Charter was followed when 
Anthony Ruggiero, a Fishkill resi-
dent with no previous city man-
ager experience, was hired last 
year to be the city manager. The 

fact that Ruggiero has apparently 
left the council out of the loop on 
some matters and not done other 
things to Catalina’s liking has only 
fueled the mayor’s engine to have 
Ruggiero replaced.

Peekskill has certainly had a 
spotted history with city man-
agers having staying power and 
something is going to have to 
give with Ruggiero if the city 
is going to be able to make any 
headway with some pressing 
matters before them. Either Ca-
talina and Ruggiero are going to 
have to reach some truce, or the 
City Charter dispute is going to 
be fought in the courts.

What needs to stop is the back 
and forth, tit for tat press release 
attacks that have led to the ridicu-
lous involvement of the dormant 
Ethics Board that really has no 
business spending taxpayer dol-
lars on some sort of witch hunt 
that stemmed from the Demo-
cratic majority accusing Catalina 

of being an intimidating bully. No 
formal complaints have been filed 
by any city staff against Catalina, 
so what exactly is the Ethics Board 
going to be investigating, and who 
are they going to interview? What 
actual ethical issue is on the table?

It’s the kind of nonsense that 
makes elected officials look like 
children unable to share the same 
playground. It also sidetracks 
them from focusing on the real 
issues that affect the constituents 
they were elected to serve.

Peekskill is not in any financial 
condition to waste money on a 
pointless probe by a board that 
has no power other than issuing 
their own self-serving press re-
lease that would amount to noth-
ing more than a slap on the wrist 
that would probably only be re-
ferred to again during the 2015 
campaign in some fashion.

Enough is enough. Peekskill de-
serves better from its representa-
tives.

Editorial

Recognizing Stroke Symptoms: Act FAST
When a stroke hits, the clock starts 

ticking: If patients get the right treatment 
within the next few hours, it can make all 
the difference in their chances for recov-

ery. Many people 
don’t realize that 
we have really 
effective treat-
ments for stroke. 

Time is of 
the essence and 
knowing the 
symptoms of 
stroke is crucial. 
The National 
Stroke Associa-
tion has come up 
with the easy-to-
remember acro-
nym FAST: 

F is for face, or facial drooping. Ask 
the person to smile: Does one side of the 
smile droop?

A is for arms. Can the person lift both 
arms overhead? Is there any numbness 
or weakness?

S is for speech. Ask the person to repeat 
a simple phrase and listen for slurred or 
strange sounding pronunciation.

T is for time, which is a reminder that 
if you see any of these signs, you should 
call 911 immediately.

Understanding who is at risk can also 
help you be prepared. People who are 
overweight, have a history of high blood 
pressure or cholesterol, heart disease, 
diabetes, or smoking have a greater risk 
of stroke. Risk can increase as we age, 
though doctors see stroke patients under 
50 all the time. Heavy drinking and drug 
use can also trigger a stroke.

The good news is that emergency de-
partment doctors have medications that 
can stop and even help undo stroke dam-
age. Northern Westchester Hospital is a 
New York State-designated Stroke Cent-
er which means we’re able to diagnose 
and quickly treat patients. Once a patient 
has been diagnosed and the medical his-
tory has been checked, doctors can ad-
minister medications to bust up the clot 
in the brain that is triggering the stroke 

symptoms and loss of function. 
More and more patients are able to 

make a strong recovery due to early treat-
ment and good rehabilitation services. 
Everyone needs to keep FAST in mind 
and think stroke if they see symptoms—
that message can’t be emphasized enough. 
While some 800,000 people suffer a stroke 
each year in the United States, only about 
5 percent get drug treatment in time.

Dr. Akira Todo is a Neurologist and the 
Medical Director of the Stroke Program at 
Northern Westchester Hospital. He was 
named Physician of the Year at NWH’s 
2013 annual Physician Dinner. Under his 
guidance, Northern Westchester Hospital 
was designated as a Stroke Center by the 
New York State Health Department, and 
has received the Get With The Guidelines® 
Stroke Gold Plus Quality Achievement 
Award (GWTG–Stroke) by the American 
Stroke Association. NWH was also recog-
nized as a recipient of the Target: Stroke 
Honor Roll by the American Heart As-
sociation for improving stroke care. Visit 
www.nwhc.net/strokecenter to learn more.

Guest Column

By Dr. Akira Todo
Neurologist; Director, 
Stroke Program, Northern 
Westchester Hospital
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Paul Lewis, Sr.
Paul Schmid Lewis, Sr., a longtime 

resident of Houston, recently of Tomball, 
TX, and a former Peekskill resident, died 
on May 19. He was 76.

He was born on April 26, 1938 in Tar-
rytown, to the late George and Emma 
Lewis. After graduating from Peekskill 
High School he attended the SUNY Mar-
itime Academy at historic Fort Schuyler. 
Integrity, honor, concern for others and 
a pursuit of excellence in all things were 
evident in the life that followed.

In 1964, while working for Gulf Oil, he 
arrived in Port Arthur, Texas on the Gulf 
Princess and was taken in by the Catho-
lic community. It was there that he met 
the love of his life Donna Carabine. On 
August 8, 1964 they married and spent 
50 wonderful years together. 

In 1972 he left Gulf Oil and arrived 
in Houston to work for C. J. Thibideaux 
Co. He quickly became a Texan buying 
a ranch near Huntsville where his fam-
ily shared some of their best memories. It 
was in 1986 that he courageously stepped 
out and created his own company, L&R 
Chartering. He retired from L&R in 1999 
and it remains a successful business to-
day. Mr. Lewis valued things well done; 
He was an avid collector of Model A 

Fords and known to have one of the larg-
est collections of Gulf Oil memorabilia 
in the world. His many friends and fam-
ily knew him as a craftsman, pilot, ranch-
er, hunter, fisherman, golfer, antique car 
enthusiast, animal lover and intellectual. 
He believed that if you loved something, 
you should put time and energy into 
making it all it can be. This was evident 
in his commitment to his wife, children 
and grandchildren. 

Mr. Lewis was a dedicated member of 
every organization he was involved in. 
This included serving as Past President 
of the Piney Wood Model A Ford Club, 
as Vice President of The Model A Ford 
Foundation, a member of The Model A 
Ford Club of America, Greater Houston 
and The Golden Triangle as well as the 
Model A Restorers Club. In addition his 
passions were The Gulf Oil Historical So-
ciety, The Knights of Columbus as a 4th 
degree knight and most importantly The 
Roman Catholic Church. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by beloved children Paul S. Lewis Jr 
and his wife Robbye, Kristin Lewis and 
Stephen C. Lewis and his wife Allison. 
He so loved his six granddaughters Rea-
gan, Kendyl, Sydney, Grace, Lauren and 
Ellana and his grandson Colton. He is 
also survived by his older brother George 

and his younger brother Robert. 

Antoinette Wahlman
Antoinette “Netty” Wahlman, a resi-

dent of Cortlandt, May 18tat Hudson 
Valley Hospital. She was 61. “Netty” had 
worked as a school teacher in the Lake-
land School District. She is survived by 
her beloved husband, Thomas, who lov-
ingly cared for her during her illness. 
She is also survived by her cherished 
brothers and sister Nick and Sam Milano 
and Rose (Milano) Mieczkowski as well 
as her nieces and nephews whom she 
adored. Netty leaves behind many good 
and cherished friends who will miss her 
deeply. She was a kind and generous 
woman who embraced life and who al-
ways made friends feel like family.

Thomas Cahill
Thomas E. Cahill, a resident of Wap-

pingers Falls and native of Peekskill, died 
May 19 at Vassar Brothers Medical Cent-
er in Poughkeepsie. He was 64. 

Son of the late Charles S. and Virginia 
G. Hard, Mr. Cahill was born October 
23, 1941 in Peekskill. He proudly served 
his country in the United States Marine 

Corps and was honorably discharged 
in 1971. He married the former Margo 
Gowan on April 10, 1976 at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Yorktown. Mrs. Cahill sur-
vives at home. 

He retired from IBM in Fishkill after 
30 years, as a Facilities Coordinator. In 
addition to his wife, Margo Cahill, he is 
survived by his sons, Sean Cahill of Wap-
pingers Falls, Christopher Cahill and 
his wife, Bridget of Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, and Michael Cahill of Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina; his grandchil-
dren, Connor and Emma Cahill; his 
brother, Gary Cahill and his wife, An-
nie of Pleasantville; his sisters, Maureen 
Cahill and her partner, Sandra of New 
Hampshire, Kathleen Szajek and her 
husband, Dale of Pennsylvania and Shar-
lene Rausso and her husband, Armando 
of Yonkers; as well as several nieces and 
nephews.

Jennie Geradi
Jennie M. Geradi, a resident of Croton-

on-Hudson, died on May 19. She was 96.
Born on May 29, 1917 to Dominick 

and Antoinette (Loconto) Totillo, she 
was a graduate of Croton-Harmon High 

Obituaries

William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real Estate, 1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY, 914-245-0460, www.raveis.com

Reflections from “Bill” Primavera, “The Home Guru” on Becoming “William”
Have you noticed lately that all realtors who have 
nicknames have had to feature their full legal names
on all their marketing materials? 

Since the beginning of the year when I coincidentally
joined William Raveis Real Estate at the same
time, I have had to change my name from
Bill Primavera to William “Bill” Primavera, 
and not by my own choosing, but by a new 
New York State law that requires it. 

I must say, that was quite a jolt to my
whole psyche! I just never thought of 
myself as a William!

My mother, who immigrated as a child 
from Italy to South Philadelphia, told me
that she named me after William Penn
in a fit of patriotism and in defiance of her
mother-in-law who insisted that I bear my
grandfather’s name Emmanuele. Imagine?

Certainly, besides the founder of the City of Brotherly
Love, there have been other notable people named
William, including that famous conquerer, the greatest
playwright ever and the heir apparent to the British Crown.

And the William of William Ravies hasn’t done
badly either, having shepherded his company 
over the past 40 years to its position as the 
largest family-owned real estate company in
Northeast. 

If you would like to know more about
what this William can do -- with his 
extensive background in both real
estate and marketing -- in concert 
with the William of William Raveis, 

give me a call at:
914-522-2076. 

(              (And please call me “Bill”)

continued on page 12
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Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on
Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

By Sue Guzman
The Town of Ossining is considering 

two proposals to place batting cages in 
Ryder Park on Morningside Drive. 

Jesse Collyer Youth Sports and the Bri-
arcliff Little League made brief presenta-
tions to the Town Board during a special 
meeting held last Tuesday night.

President of the Jesse Collyer Youth 
Sports League, Matthew Lenaghan, 
said his proposal was inspired, in part, 
by neighboring communities, such as 
Somers, which employs batting cages 
on its field as a training tool for young 
athletes. 

“We have thought long and hard about 
our recommendation for batting cages 
at Ryder Park. We have tried to take into 
consideration such things as concerns 
about efficiency, costs and neighbors 
and come up with the best proposal we 
could,” said Lenaghan. 

His organization currently has 475 
kids enrolled in its baseball and soft-
ball programs ranging from 10-18 
years of age. JCYS is proposing two 
cages be placed between Fitch Field, 
which is in the back of Ryder Park, and 
the Senior League Field, which is the 
middle field at Ryder and would serve 
approximately 225 league players. The 

total cost would be between $12,000 
and $14,000. 

“The best part of the proposal,” said 
Lenaghan, “is we don’t come here asking 
the town for any money. This is some-
thing we’ve allotted from our recreation-
al JCYS league fees. So we are ready to 
fund it ourselves.”

As for additional costs, Lenagan said 
there aren’t any, “We’re not asking for 

electricity, we’re not asking for lights—
there’s not going to be a machine in the 
cage—it’s a net on pulleys, so no one’s ac-
tually going to show up and steal some-
thing.”

Lenaghan said the location of the 
cages would actually serve to benefit the 
park, since many stray balls often end 
up in boggy ditches in that section of 
the park and are a hassle to recover. The 
cages would contain those balls, and re-
sult in simpler maintenance of the fields, 
he said.

In addition, Brett Kulman with the 
Briarcliff Little League made a presenta-
tion before members of the town board. 
The group is proposing renovating a de-
teriorating tennis court in the park, one 
that’s not currently being used for tennis, 
and putting in four batting cages, includ-
ing a batting machine. He suggested the 
concrete be poured over the existing ten-
nis court, and turf put in over that for the 
batting cages.

“The cost of the proposed cages would 
be a little over $25,000, said Kulman, 
“And we’re looking for the town to sup-
port that. Basically, this would be a base-
ball-only complex, open to everybody 
whether it be Ossining or Briarcliff.”

Dr. Timothy Reish, whose four-

year-old son Jason was killed in 
Larchmont in 2011, allegedly by 
Manuela Maria Morgado, appeared 
before the board Tuesday night as 
well. He said his “For Jake Founda-
tion” would be willing to pay at least 
part of the costs for the Briarcliff Lit-
tle League’s batting cages in exchange 
for the batting cages being named in 
honor of his late son.

There will be a public hearing on the 
proposed batting cages during the Town 
Board’s regular meeting June 3. Both 
groups are expected to make presenta-
tions as well. 

Litle red school house 
has open house

 
On Sunday, June 1 the public is wel-

come to stop by and tour the 19th-centu-
ry one-room schoolhouse anytime from 
2 to 4 p.m. at The Little Red Schoolhouse, 
297 Locust Avenue, Cortlandt Manor. 
Members of the Van Cortlandtville His-
torical Society will greet visitors and an-
swer questions about the Society and the 
historic schoolhouse.  Free. For more in-
formation, visit: www.vancort.net; or call 
(914) 736-7868.

sue GuzMaN Photo
Matthew Lenaghan 

Ossining Considers Placing Batting Cages at Ryder Park

By Sue Guzman
The Town of Ossining is getting set to 

conduct its first revaluation in 72 years.
During a special town board work ses-

sion last Tuesday, Ossining Town Asses-
sor Fernando Gonzalez updated board 
members on the status of the two-year 
project which will kick into high gear 
over the next few weeks.  

Ossining, along with Greenburgh and 
Yonkers, are conducting the revals through 
a reduced rate provided by Tyler Technolo-
gies. The goal of the Multiple Municipal 
Reassessment Consortium (MMRC) is 
to bring a fairer property tax to taxpayers 

through the reassessment of all properties. 
The MMRC selected Tyler Technologies 
after jointly issuing a Request for Proposals. 

The total cost of the project is approxi-
mately $1.8 million for Ossining, which 
has slightly more than 10,000 residential 
and commercial properties on its tax 
rolls. Each city and town is responsible 
for the costs, which are reduced.

Ossining officials have been hold-
ing public informational meetings since 
mid-April to keep residents and home-
owners’ associations appraised of the 
process. Starting June 9 through June 23, 
authorized representatives from Tyler 

Technologies will begin making home 
visits beginning on Calam and Stone Av-
enues and Terrich Ct. The entire inspec-
tion process, according to Gonzalez, will 
take between 15 and 20 minutes. 

Residents are encouraged to accompany 
the data collector during the inspection, 
but he warned, the inspectors are unable 
to answer specific questions regarding 
property values or taxes. If a homeowner 
is not home, no card will be left, but in-
spectors will return to the home in the 
evening or on weekends, and if there is 
still no one available for an inspection, ap-
pointments will be made by phone. 

Ossining Town Supervisor Suzanne 
Donnelly said she encourages all property 
owners to take part in the process. “The 
whole thing is going to take two-and-
a-half years. Property owners shouldn’t 
worry that their taxes will automatically 
go up. Everyone will be kept thoroughly 
informed of the findings and have an op-
portunity to question them,” she said.

She encouraged residents to follow 
developments at www.MMRC.tylertech.
com. Residents will be also mailed a bro-
chure detailing the process and inform-
ing them of when neighborhood inspec-
tions will take place. 

Ossining Prepares for First Revaluation in 72 Years



May 27 - June 2, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com

This week, just when I thought I had 
finished my checklist of things my cli-
ents Diane and Don had to do prior to 
the listing of their home and the brokers’ 
open house, Don mentioned that he 
would paint the front door.

Embarrassed that it was one 
item I hadn’t thought was re-
ally needed, I said yes, but then, 
Don is such a perfectionist.

But, wait, what color would 
he paint it? White, he re-
sponded, the same color it al-
ready was. Then it dawned on 
me. Why hadn’t I thought of 
it? Color pundits and feng shui 
consultants say that a front door 
should never, ever be painted 
white. It’s a cardinal rule. The 
theory is that the door should 
relate to the landscape in some 
way, and pure white is rarely 
found in nature.

Would you consider making a big 
change with that, I asked? 

I suggested a color that I always rec-
ommend to my clients: red and a specific 
red, Benjamin Moore Burgundy. I’ve 
done much research on the psychology 
and the feng shui of painting a front door 
red that could take several articles to re-
late, but let me give you the rundown in 
abbreviated form.

The psychology of the color red is that 
it conveys passion, interest, vitality and 
is welcoming. There is a long-forgotten 
tradition in early American travel that 
bears this out. When lodging was sparse 
in horse and carriage days, families who 
were willing to welcome traveling fami-
lies into their homes to spend the night 
would signify that message by painting 
their doors red. 

In Biblical times, the Hebrew slaves 
were instructed to smear blood of a lamb 
on their front doors to protect their first 
born from the angel of death. And in ear-
ly Catholic churches, doors were paint-
ed red to represent the blood of Christ; 
passing through the door meant that you 
were on holy ground.

In Scotland, homeowners paint their 

front door red to signify that they had 
paid off their mortgage. And someplace 
I read that a study revealed that people 
who live behind a red door are the happi-
est. (Is that skewed in my mind in some 

way to those who had paid off 
their mortgage, I wonder?)

Of course, all this reflection 
about a front door’s color is 
only academic if the door itself 
is not in good condition.

The front door can be the 
key to a home’s personality, ei-
ther reflecting the condition of 

the space within or contradict-
ing it. A beautiful, sturdy door 
with quality hardware greets the 
visitor with a confident hello; a 
weathered door, perhaps out of 
alignment, with old or poorly 
functioning hardware, conveys 
something quite different about 

the house, something unappealing.
Just as a person is judged within a 

few seconds of a first meeting, a house 
is judged in great part by the condition, 
functionality and look of its front door. 
When showing properties to prospec-
tive buyers, I’m always surprised to find 
when owners have upgraded an older 
home but have not paid proper attention 
to the front door and its hardware.

If the door is warped, and if the hard-
ware is tarnished and in poor working 
order, the entire house can seem outdat-
ed. Just slapping a fresh coat of paint on 
it won’t solve the problem. So consider 
the door first, then the color. While the 
front door serves to withstand the ele-
ments, help toward energy efficiency and 
provide protection for the home, visitors 
react to it aesthetically or even psycho-
logically. If the door is attractive and in 
good shape, that perception extends to 
the entire household--and to its owner 
as well. 

For those of you with a bent toward 
feng shui, you know that the front door 
is the main source of a house’s energy. 
But practically and simply put for both 
curb appeal and resale value, spruce up 
the front door and, in a sense, you have 

a new home. Paint it red and you have a 
home run on every level.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate 
and Founder of Primavera Public Rela-
tions, Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.

PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in life-
styles, real estate and development. His 
real estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEs-
tate.com and his blog is: www.TheHome-
Guru.com.  To engage the services of The 
Home Guru and his team to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.
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Like Us on Facebook  

My Personal Campaign to Paint Every Front Door Red 

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

according to many traditions and feng shui consultants, front doors are best painted red.

on saturday, June 7, 2014, in Plainview, long island, the cortlandt soccer club’s Gu-12 Viper team, 
coached by Marty Dicola and Julia karl, will play in the arch capital Group state cup 2014 Gu-12 Finals. 
the Vipers’ lost only one game in the preliminary rounds.  the team went on to beat long island 
auburndale asc Galaxy in the quarter finals and la Grange Phoenix in the semi-finals to advance to the 
finals. this Gu-12 team has had one goal since its formation in 2011: to take their game to a higher level.



May 27 - June 2, 2014 The Northern Westchester Examiner12         

permit by the Town Board. 
“This sober living residence in the real 

world has nothing to do with a nursing 
home or a convalescent home,” Sirigna-
no contended. “You have to look at the 
facts. My position is it’s not a permitted 
use and that it’s prohibited.”

Al Capellini and Bob Davis, attorneys 
for Compass Westchester, argued oth-
erwise, maintaining Winter was correct 
in identifying the sober home residence 
with a convalescent home since it meets 
the criteria of having three or more peo-
ple who suffer from any disease, affirmity 
or ailment and are habitually kept or bor-
dered.

“I don’t see how you would have any 
reasonable cause to set aside the inter-
pretation of the building inspector,” Dav-
is said.

The terms convalescent and nursing 
home were added to Yorktown’s Zoning 

Code in 1969 and special permits for 
such uses were issued by the ZBA. That 
was amended in 1997 and the special 
permit authority was transferred to the 
Town Board.

Dr. Arnold Washton, Ph.D., who has 
specialized in the treatment of addiction 
for nearly 40 years and is working with 
Compass Westchester, said sober homes 
fall into the “modern day definition” of 
convalescent homes.

“Recovery from addiction quite easily 

falls into the definition,” Washton said. 
“There’s no question that addiction is a 
disease. A sober residence is not merely 
a transient house. In many ways, a sober 
living residence is a weigh station.”

Meanwhile, ZBA member William 
Gregory addressed Sirignano’s claim last 
month that he helped Winter write his 
memo about the code and should recuse 
himself from the deliberations over the 
appeal of the code.

Last month, Town Attorney Jeannette 

Koster said she assisted Winter draft the 
memo.

“I did not see the building inspector’s 
memo until I read it,” Gregory said. “I 
did not participate in any way, nor did 
I assist in crafting the memo. I don’t see 
any reason to recuse himself.”

The ZBA’s next meeting is June 26. 
The Town Board has so far opted not to 
continue its public hearing on the sober 
home until the ZBA rules on Winter’s 
memo.

Yorktown ZBA Reserves Decision on Sober Home
continued from page 1

School. On June 18, 1939, she married 
Nicholas J. Geradi who predeceased her 
in June 2011 after 72 years of marriage.

Working for many years as a seam-
stress at Nan Flowers in Peekskill, she 
was an avid bowler and dancer. She was 
very active in the Croton Senior Citizens 
and the Holy Name of Mary Altar and 
Rosary Society.

She is survived by her son, Michael 
and daughter-in-law Kathleen, grand-
children, Shawn (Marc) DeLonge, Ta-
mara (Edward) Bagen, Michael (Nicole) 
Geradi; 10 great-grandchildren and five 
great-great-grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by four sisters and five brothers.

Obituaries
continued from page 9

SmaLL NEwS iS 
BiG NEwS 

914-864-0878

Clarification
In a May 13 article headlined “Battle 

Lines Drawn at Peekskill City Hall” that 
covered a debate over political patronage 
jobs, Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina was 
cited as saying that Councilwoman Drew 
Claxton has a nephew working in the 
Department  of Public Works. Catalina 
did make that assertion but Claxton does 
not have any family members on the city 
payroll. 
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IT’S ALL HAPPENING AT

OPEN 7 DAYS • FREE VALET PARKING Available Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 5pm - 10pm
(914) 743-1357 • www.augiesprimecut.com • 3436 Lexington Ave, Mohegan Lake, NY 10547

WE ALL LOOK UP TO DAD!Prime of His LifeTreat Him to the    

Father’s Day, Sunday, June 15

FREE PRIME RIB
DINNER FOR DAD!
12-3pm (Last Seating is 2pm)

Make Your Reservation Today!
Dinner Served All Day

By Rick Pezzullo
When Sunny Cover and her two 

partners at the time were looking to 
start a business in downtown Peekskill 
11 years ago, they noticed there was no 
place for people to gather in a social 
setting. Thus, the Peekskill Coffee 
House on South Division Street was 
born.

“What drove us to do the coffee house 
is that’s what the town needed. We saw 
this place and it just called to us,” Cover 
said. “Doors opened to us in a magical 
way. It was no rags to riches story for 
sure. We had to put a lot on the line.”

Cover relayed her story last week at 
a seminar called A Bridge to Success: 

How to Become a Successful & 
Profitable Minority or Woman Business 
Enterprise at Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church, sponsored by County Executive 
Rob Astorino, Peekskill Mayor Frank 
Catalina, G&K Sweet Foods, Westchester 
County Board of Legislators Minority 
Leader John Testa, Mt. Olivet Baptist 
Church, Urban Tusk Community 
Strategies and the Law Office of Richard 
St. Paul, Esq., PLLC.

The event was geared toward minority 
and women entrepreneurs who are 
looking to contract with government, 
gain access to low-cost financing or cut 
their employee training costs in half.

Cover shared some of the strategies 

and techniques that she has used to help 
grow sales by 30 percent since she took 
over the business in 2009. 

“It’s your job as a business owner to 
run a professional business,” she said. 
“It’s easier to manage a system than it 
is to manage employees. It makes it so 
things get done the way I want to get 
them done.”

Cover attributed much of the success 
of her business to her staff of 15 
employees and her ability to delegate 
responsibilities.

“My staff works so hard. They really 
want the coffee house to succeed,” she 
said. “It really shows in almost everything 
they do. Without them showing up and 

bringing it I wouldn’t still be here. I try 
to be a good employer. That is my main 
objective. I try to set them up to succeed.”

Cover also talked about the different 
avenues where she obtained funding to 
get the Peekskill Coffee House off the 
ground, including a loan from the Grow 
Peekskill fund, which Testa also recalled 
during his time as mayor.

“As mayor, we did a new approach 
to businesses in Peekskill because the 
downtown was dying,” he said. “She came 
to me and needed help and we were able 
to put together a Grow Peekskill fund. It 
was enough to get her started. It’s really 
been the centerpiece of the downtown 
for a long time.”

Peekskill Coffee House Owner Credits Staff as Key to Success

SmaLL NEwS iS BiG NEwS 
 914-864-0878
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Rick Pezzullo Photos

Cortlandt and Peekskill Remember Veterans
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Town of Yorktown Hosts Memorial Day Parade 

 eVaN leFkowitz Photos
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Last week my Uncle Charlie passed 
away peacefully at age 93. Below, in 
his honor, I’m reprising a past column 
describing our wine-making adventure 
and the accompanying family history.

“It’s time.” The call from 
Uncle Charlie that I had been 
anticipating came last Thurs-
day. The grapes that we had 
crushed 13 days ago have 
reached the ideal level of fer-
mentation. The grapes are 
now ready to be “pressed.”

As I arrive at Uncle Char-
lie’s, I eagerly begin my as-
signments as his apprentice. 

But this year is going to be 
different. 

As we don our aprons and 
gloves, he informs me that 
he has decided that, after a 
half century, this will be his last year 
making wine. “Are you ready to assume 
the mantle of family winemaker next 
year?” he asks. 

I have been anticipating this ques-
tion since last year, when he intimated 
that he wasn’t sure how long his (still 
healthy) octogenarian body could con-
tinue. I was eager to carry on the cen-
turies-old family tradition, but unsure 

if I had acquired the necessary skills at 
Uncle Charlie’s apron strings.

I had decided that my performance 
during the 2009 winemaking season 
would be the determining factor. If, 

upon its conclusion, I felt 
comfortable with my ac-
quired skills and could make 
the long-term commitment, I 
would carry on. The moment 
of truth had arrived. 

But first, on to the tasks at 
hand. 

I carefully watch and lis-
ten at the side of the master 
craftsman. Unexpectedly, 
chapters of our family his-
tory emerge. At each step, as I 
engage in the manual, labor-
intensive aspects of the win-
emaking, I find myself rumi-
nating on the historical and 

emotional significance present in the 
tools and vessels I am working with. 

The first task is the preparation of the 
oak barrel used to store the fermented 
grape juice. Uncle Charlie shares its 
history with me; I find myself evolving 
into the willing family historian. This 
particular barrel has been in use since 
Grandpa’s cousin Nick started making 
wine in the States over 60 years ago. 

His legacy is carried on in this inani-
mate object, which suddenly takes on 
a historical and emotional attachment 
for me.

The second step entails the trans-
ferring of the juice from the holding 
tanks to the barrel. Over 75 percent 
of the juice was extracted through the 
crush. We use metal pots to drain the 
juice and transfer it to the barrel. These 
two copper pots were handcrafted in 
Italy for my grandmother as soon as 
her husband sent word from the States 
that, after 14 intermittent years, she 
and her four children would be reunit-
ed with him. Unsure of what awaited 
her in the States, but certain that she 
needed to provide food for her family, 
this devoted, asthma-afflicted woman 
felt that the most important assets for 
her transatlantic trip were cooking 
utensils. Again inanimate objects take 
on a historical and emotional attach-
ment.

On to the third step, the pressing of 
the fermented grape pulp and skins. 
The last 25 percent of juice extrac-
tion consumes 75 percent of the time 
commitment (and effort) this day. I 
transfer the crushed grapes to an an-
cient press, a good portion of which 
was handcrafted by my grandfather, 

and manually squeeze out the remain-
ing juice. We use a battered, well worn 
funnel for this transfer. Uncle Charlie 
shares its history with me; I continue 
my evolution into the willing family 
historian. My grandfather was a gifted 
craftsman who was never able to ply 
his talent in the States. However, he 
handcrafted the exquisite object of art 
that I was now holding in my hand to 
assist in winemaking. Another inani-
mate object takes on a historical and 
emotional attachment.

Our labors completed, I sit down 
with Uncle Charlie, over lunch pre-
pared by Aunt Terry, to recap the day 
and to consider his proposal. He looks 
at me with anticipation. I look back at 
him with trepidation. Filled with the 
emotions evoked by my trip back in 
time, I break the ice. “I’m ready” I de-
clare with certainty.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous experimenting 
results in instinctive behavior. You can 
reach him at nantonaccio@theexamin-
ernews.com or on Twitter @sharingwine

In Memoriam: Uncle Charlie and His Wine Tradition

By Nick Antonaccio

BIG THINGS ARE 
IN THE WORKS AT 

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE 
AND/OR DONATE TO HELP BUILD A BETTER  
COMMUNITY FOR EVERYONE AT PCTV76.ORG.

PCTV
G i a n t  taG  Sale !

Vendors/ Tag Sellers Needed! 
Saturday

May 31st, 2014 
10 - 3pm (Rain or Shine)

Space for 50+ tables
Where:

St. Columbanus Church
Parking lot

122 Oregon Road
Cortlandt Manor, nY 10567

Reserve your table NOW!
Contact:  kenquar@aol.com 
or call Ken @ 914-736-6165

 CA$H for Junk Cars
$$$$$

Safe and Legal Way to  
Recycle your Vehicle
Certificated Scale - 

License  # 7087068
Call Brian at 845 206-3054
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ACROSS
1. Loud mountain in winter
8. To the point
11. Golden
12. Guanabara Bay city
13. Spoiled
14. Grade A item
15. ___ House Grille
17. Legal eagle org.
20. Helped
23. Rescind
25. Debunked
26. Ballpark fig.
27. Golfer’s transport
28. “___-Pan” (1966 novel)
29. Side in many a western
36. Deviate
37. Relatives
38. Pompous fool
39. “Bingo!”

DOWN
1. Marble for shooters
2. Tint
3. Roman pot....

4. Take-home
5. Pat, a wound for example
6. When a flight is due in: 
Abbr.
7. Soccer send off
8. Rings of color
9. Dumps
10. Fit (out)
16. “Last Time I Saw ___” 
(Diana Ross
song)
17. Professional
18. Freight lineup
19. Live-in workers
20. On the line
21. Flock formation
22. Herbicide
24. Neither here __ there
28. A caddy might hold it
30. Snap shot
31. “I’d like to buy ---, Pat!”
32. Ozone depleter, for short
33. Like jalapeno peppers
34. Right angled letter

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 26

27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39

Across

1. Loud mountain in winter

8. To the point

11. Golden

12. Guanabara Bay city

13. Spoiled

14. Grade A item

15. ___ House Grille

17. Legal eagle org.

20. Helped

23. Rescind

25. Debunked

26. Ballpark fig.

27. Golfer's transport

28. "___-Pan" (1966 novel)

29. Side in many a western

36. Deviate

37. Relatives

38. Pompous fool

39. "Bingo!"

Down

1. Marble for shooters

2. Tint

3. Roman pot....

4. Take-home

5. Pat, a wound for example

6. When a flight is due in: Abbr.

7. Soccer send off

8. Rings of color

9. Dumps

10. Fit (out)

16. "Last Time I Saw ___" (Diana Ross 
song)

17. Professional

18. Freight lineup

19. Live-in workers

20. On the line

21. Flock formation

22. Herbicide

24. Neither here __ there

28. A caddy might hold it

30. Snap shot

31. "I'd like to buy ---, Pat!"

32. Ozone depleter, for short

33. Like jalapeno peppers

34. Right angled letter

35. Blue yonder

Crossword

See solution on page 24

Give your child the gift of Wonder and Discovery  
at the Rosenthal JCC Early Childhood Center 

OPEN HOUSE
Rosenthal JCC Yorktown Branch

May 30th, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm and 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Registration now open for Preschool 2014 - 2015

The RJCC welcomes all children  
regardless of race, creed or ethnic origin.

Rosenthal JCC Yorktown Branch
2966 Crompond Road
(Route 202 in Yorktown Jewish Center)
Yorktown Heights, NY  10598

(914) 962-8430 or jconstantino@rosenthaljcc.org

A creative curriculum with…
u Handwriting Without Tears
u Fitness 15
u Talk n’ Drum
u Mornings, afternoons and extended days

Drop in to our FREE Fridays 
u Parent-child play dates for children 18 to 36 months  
   (11:00am – 12:00pm)

Come see our Preschool classes in action!
Ages 18 months - 5 years

www.rosenthaljcc.org
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, May 27
Peekskill Art Exhibit: Return to 

Peekskill: 1930’s Paintings by Arthur 
Frischke is being held through May 31 at 
the Field Gallery, which is located in the 
Field Library at 4 Nelson Ave., Peekskill.  
For further information call 914-737-1212, 
e-mail Alicia Morgan, gallery curator at 
amorgan@wlsmail.org, or visit the library’s 
website at www.peekskill.org.

Somers Library Exhibit: Judika Lieberman 
will be exhibiting her artwork of abstracts, 
florals, and impressionism pen and ink 
during the month of May at the Somers 
Library, located in Reis Park, off Route 
139. For more information you can visit 
Lieberman’s website at www.judika.com or 
contact her at judelowinger@gmail.com. 
Call the library 914-232-5717 for viewing 
times in the Program Room.

Adult Education: A series of class for 
adults are being held at the York town 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd 
.Mishneh Torah---Every Tuesday, between 
7:30 and 9 p.m. there will be a discussion 
for those who want to delve deeply into 
Jewish practice, philosophy, history, culture 
and related matters. The test used will be 
Maimonides’ MISHNEH TORAH, in 
English.Pirkei Avot--At 11 a.m. on the first 
and third Monday of every month, Rabbi 
Urbas will teach a classic text on ethical 
thinking, combined with practical tips on 
Jewish living. This Talmudic test is a popular 
work for everyone. Understanding Hebrew 
Prayer--- On Mondays, at 7 p.m. Cantor 
Isabel Kopstein will explore the Siddur. She 
will help students already somewhat familiar 
with Hebrew to advance in the knowledge 
of the meanings of prayers. almud and the 
Law--- On Thursdays, at 10:30 a.m., Wendy 
Segal will discuss Ethics, Talmud and Jewish 
law.  Cases from a text book, the news, and 
even Judge Judy will help in understanding 
the wisdom of the Jewish sages and how 
to apply that wisdom applies to today’s 
problems. Info: 914-245-2324 or info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m. to 1 pm. 
and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Field Library in Peekskill. No appointments 
are necessary for the free service. Meet 
with a trained counselor for information 
about Medicare Parts A, B and D, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, 
Extra Help and EPIC .You can also call the 
Senior Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and 
a counselor will return your call within 
two business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go to 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/senior-

benefits-information-centers/. 
Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 

Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, the 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), 
tax relief programs, and much more. Info: 
914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in 
the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, May 28
Torah Studies Course: Chabad of 

Yorktown has announced that season three 
(12 classes) of the Torah Studies course 
will be held every Wednesday from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. from April 30 to July 16 at the 
Yorktown Community Nursery School, 247 
Veterans Rd. The lessons probe the depth of 
contemporary Torah thought. The fee for 
the full season is $36 and includes the cost of 
the textbook. Each class is independent. For 
more information or to register visit: www.
ChabadYorktown.com, call 914-962-6600, 
or email info@ChabadYorktown.com.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar.)  First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, May 29
IBM Retirees Meeting: The Tri-State 

IBM Retirees Club will hold their May 
meeting at 1:30 p.m. at the meeting hall of 
the United Methodist Church, 1176 E. Main 
St, Shrub Oak. The scheduled speaker is Pat 
Micek, Attorney, who will guide us on estate 
planning and trusts. Reservations for the 
June luncheon will be taken at this meeting.  
Pay-in-advance tickets are $7 each and $10 
for guests and “at the door” tickets are $10.
Refreshments will be served and sign-in will 
begin at 1p.m. New members are welcome. 
Annual dues will be accepted. Info: 914-528-
5916.

Somers Library Drive:  The Friends of 

the Somers Library has kicked off its annual 
membership drive. Membership forms can 
be picked up at the Somers Library, in Reis 
Park on Route 139, or you can send your 
check to - Friends of the Somers Library, PO 
Box 443, Somers, NY 10589, include your 
name, address and e-mail address, which 
will assure timely notice of events. The 
Friends are a fully tax deductible~501(c3) 
organization. Annual dues are $20 ($50 
Patron, $100 Sponsor) and donations in any 
amounts will be accepted The Friends is also 
requesting those with matching funds to 
remember it. 

Friday, May 30
Relay For Life:  Somers Relay for Life 

begins with a complimentary dinner for all 
cancer survivors and their caregivers at 5:30 
p.m. in the Somers Intermediate School 
cafeteria.  The dinner will be prepared 
and served by Somers Girl Scouts and 
entertainment will be provided by local 
school children. Cancer survivors are also 
invited to walk the first lap of Relay with 
their caregivers at 7 p.m. If you are a cancer 
survivor and would like to join us for this 
dinner in your honor, e-mail event co-
chair Mary Beth Murphy at mbmurphy8@
optonline.net or co-chair Carol Cirieco at 
tcmci@aol.com so that we have an accurate 
count for preparations. If you know someone 
who might like to attend, please forward this 
to them.

Free Play Dates: A free play date program 
is being held every Friday from 11 a.m. to 
noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early Childhood 
Center at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The program is intended 
for children between the ages of 16 and 
36 months and their parents or caregivers. 
Children can play, do art and socialize 
all under the direction of an experienced 
early childhood teacher. Pre-registration is 
suggested. Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 
or e-mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Spring Services:  During the spring months, 
Sabbath services will begin at 8 p.m. on 
Friday evenings and at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday 
mornings at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or www.
info@yorktownjewishcenter.org..

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Saturday, May 31
Lasdon Remembers: A military vehicle 

show, a special D-Day exhibit, big band 
music and dancing, food from the field 

kitchen, military memorabilia and much 
more will mark the 70th anniversary of the 
invasion of Normandy, France from noon 
to 7 p.m. at Lasdon Park, Arboretum and 
Veterans’ Memorial, located on Route 35 
in Somers. An array of military vehicles, 
ranging from World War II Jeeps to 
modern command trucks, will be on display 
throughout the day, along with military 
enthusiasts wearing period uniforms. 
The Westchester Veterans Museum will 
inaugurate its D-Day exhibit, featuring an 
extensive collection of photographs, colorful 
maps, models and other displays illustrating 
that fateful day, June 6, 1944.The music 
of 1940s performed by the Gerard Carelli 
orchestra will headline the musical acts, and 
will include several popular Andrews Sisters 
numbers sung by three female vocalists. 
Guests are encouraged to attend dressed in 
period clothing and dance to their hearts’ 
content. Food, drink and souvenirs will be 
sold. The event fee is $20 per vehicle. For 
more information, go to westchstergov.com/
parks or call (914) 864-7268.

Graduation Celebration: Latino U 
College Access, founded by Somers resident 
Shirley Acevedo Buontempo, will honor 
exemplary Westchester County students 
from the Class of 2014 who are high-
achievers from low-income backgrounds 
and the first generation in their families to 
attend college from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sam’s 
on Gedney Way in White Plains. Latino U 
will recognize these students from Bedford 
Hills, Mount Kisco, North White Plains, 
and Ossining, as well as the efforts of their 
volunteer college coaches, at a “Graduation 
Luncheon and Celebration.” Expected to 
attend and speak are Michael Kaplowitz, 
chairman of the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators and the Westchester Hispanic 
Advisory Committee, and Dr. Iris Pagan, 
executive director of the Westchester Youth 
Bureau. Supporters of Latino U programs 
are invited to attend for an admission of $45 
per person.  For more information send an 
e-mail info@latinoucollege.org.

Tag Sale:  Boy Scout Troop 173 will hold 
a Tag Sale to benefit the St. Patrick’s Church 
Good Samaritan Fund from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at 1329 Ethan Court, Yorktown.

Ossining Farmers Market:  The Ossining 
Down to Earth Farmers Market is held year-
round on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the corner of Main and Spring Streets. 
Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

Overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have the 
answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, dues 
or fees. The group meets on Saturdays from 
8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor conference 
at the Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, 1350 
Route 9,  Garrison. Info: call/text Lisa at 917-
716-2488.
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 052714
adoption
Adopt: Devoted loving couple wishes to 
adopt newborn into secure home filled 
with care, love & happiness. Expenses 
Paid. Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, 
text 917.991.0612, www.anthonyand-
tim.com.

Loving married couple longs to adopt 
newborn. We'll provide a beautiful life, 
unconditional love, opportunites & se-
curity. Excpenses paid. Tricia & Don 
anytime at 1-800-348-1748. https://
donandtriciaadopt.shutterfly.com/

auctions
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROP-
ERTY TAX FORECLOSURE AUC-
TION: 300+/-  Properties† June 11+12 
@ 10AM. Held at The Sullivan, Route 
17 Exit 109. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. 
& HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.
NYSAuctions.com

FULTON & HAMILTON COUNTY, 
NY REAL PROPERTY TAX FORE-
CLOSURE AUCTION- June 18th @ 
11AM Held Holiday Inn Johnstown, NY 
800-292-7653. HAR Inc. Free brochure: 
www.HAROFF.com

BUY OR SELL AT AARAUCTIONS.
COM. Contents of homes, businesses, 
vehicles and real estate.  Bid NOW! 
AARauctions.com Lights, Camera, 
Auction. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Ev-
ery Sunday Weather Permitting 900 
Dutchess Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeep-
sie NY. Free Admission, Parking, Great 
Food, Bargains. Vendors Wanted! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM See You 
There!

Financial
REVERSE MORTGAGES -Draw all 
eligible cash out of your home & elimi-
nate mortgage payments. Seniors† 62+! 
Government insured. Free 26 page 
catalog. FHA/VA loans also available. 
1-888-660-3033 All Island Mortgage. 
NMLS#3740.

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hos-
pitalization or a loved one died while 

taking Pradaxa between October 2010 
and the present. You may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

HElp wantEd
BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVICES, 
INC. seeks a full-time Quantitative 
Risk Manager in White Plains, New 
York responsible for supervising the 
development of models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks and 
ensuring quantitative models and valu-
ation techniques are translating market, 
credit and operational risks accurately; 
developing models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks in 
the agricultural commodity industry; 
testing pricing models and risk meth-
odologies and updating as required; 
analyzing historical measurements, as-
sessing hypothetical performance of 
proposed strategies and effectiveness of 
hedges; reviewing reports and recon-
ciliations to ensure they meet standards 
and accurately reflect performance and 
risks; monitoring advances in market 
and credit risk models and proposing 
changes to current methodology; re-
viewing and validating credit risk mod-
els such as probabilities of default (PD) 
and loss given default (LGD); providing 
independent review and validation of 
internal rating scorecard methodologies 
for both PD and LGD ratings; closely 
working with other teams within Credit 
to provide regular ongoing model per-
formance assessments, rating analysis 
and override monitoring; reviewing 
analysis results with senior manage-
ment and providing recommendations.
Position requires a Ph.D. degree in Ap-
plied Mathematics, Statistics, Econom-
ics, Finance or a closely related field and 
two years experience as a Quantitative 
Risk Analyst or closely related position 
in the agricultural commodity industry, 
experience to include 2 years of quan-
titative research, application of statisti-
cal skills, including hypothesis testing, 
regression and cointegration analyses, 
working with credit risk models and sta-
tistical packages (e.g., MATLAB, SAS, or 
R).  Approximately 5-10% international 
travel required.   Send resume to Emily 
Abrams via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVIC-
ES, INC. seeks a full-time Global Fi-
nance SAP and EDM/SRM Applica-
tions Manager in White Plains, New 
York to participate in a global Finance 
transformation program and act as the 
single point of IT contact for Finance 
stakeholders, providing advice, techni-
cal support and guidance on IT solu-
tions.  Specific duties include coordinat-
ing across other IT groups, both internal 
and external (such as infrastructure and 
application groups that provide data 
to the risk applications); coordinating 

/ managing resources outside of direct 
reporting lines as well as resources with 
direct reporting lines; managing vendor/
consulting relationships; building gov-
ernance approach to coordinate stan-
dardization in FICO and other finance 
modules across the operating company 
IT teams; managing the integration 
across the OpCos for FICO and EDM/
SRM in a way that balances global and 
local priorities; integrating into global 
programs that are already in –flight; 
building standardized support process-
es without disrupting program process 
and ensure stability and efficiency once 
the program in complete; managing de-
pendencies with in-flight SAP programs 
in the OpCos which are a foundational 
priority; building processes that ensure 
appropriate decision making, while 
minimizing overhead for the operating 
company’s IT teams; and building lev-
eraged services, starting with maturity 
level 1 processes; and defining continu-
ous improvement plans to raise the ma-
turity levels of processes over time.  The 
position requires a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration or equivalent 
combination of education, training or 
experience as determined by a qualified 
evaluation service and five years experi-
ence as a Manager of IT Applications or 
Project Manager (SAP), experience to 
include five years of the following: Glob-
al SAP R/3 Implementation and or/sup-
port; Finance IT support; organization-
al change management; working with 
large global corporations to transform 
the Finance function; BW reporting; 
and SAP Methodology for Implementa-
tions methodology.  The position also 
requires SAP certification and approxi-
mately 30% domestic and international 
travel.  Send resume to Emily Abrams 
via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodford-
bros.com. "Not applicable in Queens 
county"

HomEs For salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 
14 models on display, Starting at $59 per 
square foot. Pricing includes delivery, 
crane, set and tax. 848-240-7040

lawn and GardEn
PRIVACY HEDGES- Blowout SALE 6 
foot Arborvitae (cedar) Regular: $129 
NOW: $59 FREE installation/FREE 
delivery Call TODAY Limited supply: 
518-536-1367 www.lowcosttrees.com 
Beautiful & Nursery Grown. 

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 

MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Delaware's Resort Living Without Re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Com-
munity, Close to Beaches, Amazing 
Amenities, Olympic Pool. New Homes 
from $80's! Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 orwww.coolbranch.com.

Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ man-
ufactured home community. 4.4 miles 
to the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront 
district. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-
581-0080, www.beach-cove.com.

sErvicEs
WET BASEMENTS MADE BONE 
DRY PERMANENTLY! 100% guar-
anteed. Toxic basement (black) mold 
removal. The Basement Man. 315-488-
2762, 315-414-6561. Member BBB. 
Since 1963. Free Estimates, Senior Dis-
counts.

vacation rEntals
MID-COAST MAINE. YEAR-ROUND 
Get-A-Way. $150./night. Spectacular 
2100' Lakefront. 70 Park-like Acres. 
Many activities, 1 BR, Sleeps 4. Won-
derful for Couple, Family, Friends. bow-
man@midcoast.com 207-785-2851
NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ- FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Board-
walk Block, Heated Pools, Efficiency/
Motel units refrigerator, elevator. Color 
Brochure/Specials 609-522-4075 De-
partment 104 www.florentinemotel.com

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-
2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

wantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & 
Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Competing in their first girls’ lax championship game in school history last Thursday, the Somers Tuskers made the most of  the 
opportunity by scoring a 15-12 overtime victory against rival Yorktown in the Section 1 Class B final in Hillburn, NY where the state-
ranked (No.8) Tuskers hoisted the hardware for the first time ever while beating the vaunted, state-ranked (No.9) Cornhuskers for 
the first time... see Girls Lax Notebook

Somers Stuns Yorktown in OT for 1st Class B Crown
VIC MCGHEE PHOTO

First Take!
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Lakeland/Panas, Yorktown Cash in Chip, Advance to States
Somers, Putnam Valley not so Fortunate, Fall in Semis

Boy’s Lax Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

WHITE PLAINS–Balanced scoring, 
riveting midfield play, tight defense, 
superb goaltending and the ability to 
finish were the traits Lakeland/Panas 
would exhibit throughout the 2014 
season, but consistency had long been an 
issue with Coach Jim Lindsay’s sporadic 
Rebels.

Those issues were nowhere to be 

found during the top-seeded Rebels’ 
fourth Section 1 championship win since 
1997 when they flat-out crushed No.2 
Mamaroneck, 13-3, in last Thursday’s 
Class A title tilt at White Plains High.

Them Prunty boys, senior Brian 
(2G, 1A) and sophomore Kevin (4G, 

1A), would find the back of the nets a 
whopping six times, and tone-setting 
goalie Mike Zingaro did likewise during 
a captivating coast-to-coast scoring rush 
that sent a delirious crowd into a frenzy it 
would not come off of. Zingo looked like 
Brian “Pickles” Carcaterra (circa 1995) on 
the play, mimicking the style of the former 
Yorktown/Hopkins All-American goalie.

The Rebels’ postseason run will 
continue this Wednesday with a regional 
meeting against Section 9 champion 
Warwick, who will face the surging, state-
ranked (No.22) Rebels at The Hive. The 
winner will get the Section 2 champion – 

either Shenendehowa or Niskayuna -- at 
SUNY Albany on Saturday (1:30 p.m.)

“That may have been the best we’ve 
played this season,” Captain and four-year 
senior Brian Prunty said. “Consistency 
has always been an issue for us, but we’re 
rolling right now and we hope to keep 
it going. We’re playing our best lacrosse 
right now, and we 
know that Section 2 
is really strong. We 
scrimmaged Nisky 
and we beat Shen’ 
and I think Shen’ only 
lost to Nisky by two 
goals, so they put their 
shorts on the same 
way we do and we 
know we have to play 
a near-perfect game to 
beat them, but we’re 
looking forward to it.”

The Prunty boys -- 
scrutinized often but 
as big a part of Rebels’ 
lacrosse as anyone 
over the last decade 
-- had delivered in the 
clutch.

“When Kevin plays 
with confidence, he’s 
a great finisher and 
he was on today,” 
Brian Prunty said of 
his brother, to whom 
he will gladly pass the 
championship torch, 
just as his brother 

Conor did to him after the 2010 
championship. “We’ve had a lot of 
tough losses over the years, me and my 
brothers, so winning this game means 
everything to me.”

L/P (14-5) would come out sluggish 
in the first quarter, allowing the former 
two-time defending champion Tigers 
(15-4) to take a 1-0 lead and hang 
around until late first-half goals by 
LSM Andrew Sofroniou and Zingaro 
(15 saves to boot) changed the tide.

Rebel senior Sean Murphy, who 
saved his best efforts for the post 
season, turned in two goals and set up 
a third. 

“This is unbelievable, I can’t even 
describe what I’m feeling right now,” 
said Murphy, who had pressure heaped 
on him by this scribe to come up big 
this season and delivered, scoring 
three more goals and three assists in 
the 12-5 semifinal win over Fox Lane. 
“I’ve been on this team for four years 
now and to finally come away with a 
championship just feels great. When 
we play to our potential, it all works 
out for us.”

Senior Jim Flaherty also scored 
twice for the Rebs, who led 4-1 at the half 
and 11-3 after the third. 

 “We moved the ball and shared the 
ball,” Flaherty said. “When we do that, 
we’re tough to beat. It feels great to get 
here and win it after not being here in the 
finals the last two years. When we play 

Rebel middie Jim Flaherty lets out a howl after scoring one of  two he would net in Class A title game.

L-P goalie Mike Zingaro is mobbed by dogpiling Rebels after securing Rebs’ 1st title since 2010.
Rebel senior Sean Murphy rips one of  two goals he would score in L-P’s 
13-3 championship rout of  Mamaroneck.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Rebel captains Brian Prunty and Mike Zingaro 
hold their legacy in their hands.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boys’ Lax Notebook

together as a team for four quarters we 
can beat anybody.”

Sophomore middie Nick Vazquez 
scored once for L/P and fared quite well 
at the dot.

When this particular unit of seniors first 
came along as freshmen and sophomores 
a few years back, they hype surrounding 
them was unreal. “Oh, they’re better than 
Yorktown” and “Oh, we can with two or 
three titles with this group” were often 
uttered; mostly by parents. When it didn’t 
happen, there were some hard feelings 

across the board. Hopefully, this victory 
can unify and galvanize the program, 
which is said to have another strong 
freshmen class that is poised to team up 
with the returning veterans next season.

“Quite frankly, with these guys, I had 
no idea what’s going to happen with the 
ball,” Coach Lindsay admitted. “Give a 
lot of credit to Mamaroneck, they played 
their hearts out in the first half like any 
champion would. But for my kids this is 
a huge monkey off their backs. There were 

a lot of expectations on 
this group, rightfully 
or wrongfully, which 
they’ve been living 
with for a while, so 
I think this is a big 
relief for them. They 
lived up to the hype 
and accomplished 
what they set out to 
accomplish and what 
they should have 
accomplished all 
along. People put a lot 
of pressure on them, so 
I’m sure this feels good 
right now.”
CLASS B CIRCUIT
HO-HUM YORKTOWN 
WINS AGAIN, SOMERS 
FLOPS IN SEMIS

Yorktown High went 
into attack mode early 

and often en route to its 37 Section 1 title 
since 1968 against upstart Byram Hills, 
while Somers came unglued in the fourth 
quarter of a 9-8 semifinal loss to those 
same Bobcats.

Yorktown All-American attack Connor 
Vercruysse and senior attack Nick Del 
Bene each scored three goals, and the top-
seeded Huskers cruised past No. 6 Byram 
Hills, 13-3, last Thursday, copping a fourth 
straight Class B title. Kris Alvarado and 
Nicky Bonitatibus each scored twice and 

set up another for the winners while Mike 
Dedvukaj (1A) and Luke Palmadesso 
each scored once for the Huskers, who 
led 9-0 at the break on the strength of an 
incredibly smothering defensive unit.

“I mean we knew they were coming off 
a huge win in the semifinals, so we wanted 
to come out with a lot of energy,” said 
Palmadesso, the All-American faceoff 
man and premier middie in the section. 
“We were able to get out to an early lead 
and keep it throughout the game. I thought 

our defense played a great game, limiting 
their chances in transition and shutting it 
down on 6-versus-6 situations. Overall, 
this was a good team win, winning the 
section is always very important to us.”

The state-ranked (No.2) Huskers 
improved to 14-5 and advanced to face 
Section 9 champion Cornwall at Lakeland 
Wednesday (5:30 p.m.) in the regional 
semis where the Huskers will concentrate 
on stopping Ryan Donovan, Cornwall’s 
senior attack, who scored eight goals and 
made one assist in the championship win 
over Saugerties. 

He broke both the 100-point mark for 
this season and the 100-goal mark for his 
varsity career in the win. A win against 
unranked Cornwall pits Yorktown against 
Section 2 champion – either Queensbury 
or state-ranked (No.12) Albany Academy 
– in the Region 1 championship at the 
University of Albany Saturday (3:30 p.m.).

Come hell or high-water, the Huskers 
expect to be at Albany and then some; 
fully expecting a state semifinal clash with 
whatever Long Island power emerges from 
the Section 8 (Manhasset or Lynbrook)/
Section 11 (Miller Place or Rocky Point) 
title tilt. 

The BIG BUZZ 
at the Class B 
finals surrounded 
SOMERS’ semifinal 
loss to Byram Hills. 
How could Somers 
blow an 8-5 lead 
entering the fourth 
quarter and lose 9-8, 
was all anyone could 
wonder? Byram had 
taken a 2-0 lead early 
on but Somers seemed 
to have recovered and 
had things in control 
entering the final 
stanza.

The second-seeded 
Tuskers (14-5) had 
a four-goal bulge 
midway through 

the third, but the close defense allowed 
the 6th-seeded Bobcats to crawl all over 
goalie Nik Genualdo time and time again 
before they hit two from distance to tie 
(by Dillon Carlin) and go ahead (Peyton 
Levine) with six ticks left, leaving behind 
a wake of broken Tuskers.

“We came out to a slow start and Bryam 
came out firing,” Somers senior middie 
Tim Cousin said. “We were down at 
halftime but then in the third quarter we 
were staring to find a rhythm. The fourth 
quarter came and they made a run, started 
winning some face-offs and we weren’t 
finishing the chances we had. We had a 
couple of good looks the last couple of 
minutes in the fourth when it was tied 8-8 
but we just didn’t finish. All the credit to 
Bryam, though; they played a great game 
and executed when they needed to.”

Nick Vettoretti led the Bobcats with a 
hat trick. Tuskers Mike Cegielski (3G), 
Tim Cousin (2G), Tyler DeVito (2G) and 
Justin Corpolongo (1G) had it going for 
three quarters but failed to finish in the 
fourth.

Rebel goalie Mike Zingaro celebrates his coast-to-coast goal in 
championship win over Mamaroneck.

Put Valley A Rich Denike works a P’Ville defender in Tigers’ 11-10 Class C semifinal loss to Panthers.

Husker Nicky Bonitatibus works from behind cage in Byram pole in title win. Yorktown A Connor 
Vercruysse beats four Bobcats to score on of  three goals in Huskers’ 13-3 Class B title victory.

continued on page 25
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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By A.J. Martelli
TORNE VALLEY – When 

the clock read all zeros after last 
Thursday’s Section 1, Class B finals, 
Somers Head Coach Jaime Irving 
told her team to run to their fans. 
Tusker Nation was waiting with 
open arms to celebrate. Top-seeded 
Somers and No. 2 Yorktown battled 
grittily to overtime, but it was the 
Tuskers who came out on top 15-
12; Somers winning its first Class B 
title in program history.

The Huskers eliminated the 
Tuskers in last year’s Class B semis, 
making the thrill of victory even 
sweeter for Somers.

“We’ve been talking about it since 
we walked off the field at Yorktown 
last year,” Irving said. “We kept 
saying ‘don’t worry, next year is 
our year’ and we’ve been preparing 
for it. We knew not to take anyone 
for granted and I think we learned 
from past experiences.”

Yorktown had a chance to swipe 
the game right from Somers at the 
tail end of regulation. Katie Comerford 
took a shot with the game tied 12-12, but 
Tuskers’ goaltender Aly Martone got in 
front of it; got a piece of it, and it kicked 
off the right goalpost to force OT.

Martone finished with 13 saves and was 
an integral part of the win.

“I think that shot hit the post, but I 
knew I had to get my body there to stop 

it,” Martone said of the game-saver. “It 
feels good to take that win away from 
them – it’s our turn.”

With 1:05 left in the first overtime 
quarter, the Tuskers drew Yorktown goalie 
Nikki Prestiano out of the crease. Livy 
Rosenzweig fed a pass to Nicole DeMase, 
who found the back of the net, shooting 
the ball past the diving reach of Husker 
goalie Nikki Prestiano to put the Tuskers 

up by one. 
DeMase later added 

a goal to pad the lead in 
the second OT quarter, 
and Rosenzweig put the 
finishing touches on the 
win, scoring with 2:38 left. 
To DeMase, “playing up” 
was the key to victory.

“I think coming up with 
the draw, being scrappy, 
staying strong and smart 
was it,” she said. “I felt a 
new burst of energy (after 
making the go-ahead shot). 
I felt like I could run forever. 
I was so proud of the team, 
so proud of everybody. 

“We had a lot of good 
talent returning and 
everyone was so motivated; 
this was our goal all season,” 
she added. “Everyone did 
their share and everyone 
wanted it so badly. After we 
lost to Yorktown last year 
we realized we could win a 
section title, and all season 
we knew we could do it. It 

feels amazing.”
DeMase finished with a team-high four 

goals, while Rosenzweig provided relief 
with three and an assist. Emily Englert 
also had a hat trick, while Shannon 
Coogan and Gabby Rosenzweig nailed 
down a goal apiece. Also lending a hand 
were the Schurr sisters, Tara and Emma 
– Emma with two 
goals and Tara with 
one.

“Winning it in an 
overtime game is 
pretty crazy,” Emma 
said. “It’s surreal 
that we’re here 
right now and that 
we won it. I think 
they were getting 
down and we were 
getting hyped, and 
that’s hard to stop 
in overtime.”

In many ways it 
was a come-from-
behind win for 
Somers, being that 
the Tuskers were 
trailing 5-4 at the 
half – much like 
they were in the 
quarterfinal game 
against Fox Lane 
last weekend.

“Never once in 
this game did I say 
‘oh man, we’re going 
to lose this’ because 
we’ve been in this 

position before,” Irving said. “Having 
that Fox Lane game so close, we knew we 
could do it again.”

Somers was able to answer all of 
Yorktown’s second half goals and contain 
lethal weapons Emily Concialdi and 
Emalee Mongo. The Tuskers held Mongno 
and “Conch” to just one goal apiece, while 
only letting up hat tricks to Comerford 

History! Somers Beats Yorktown, Cops First Section Chip 
Lakeland/Panas Falls Short to Suffern in Class A Finals

Tusker Emily Englert popped a hat trick in championship win over 
Yorktown.

Tusker Nicole DeMase scored the game-winning goal in Somers’ championship 
win over Yorktown.

The Tuskers pose with the first championship plaque in school history after defeating Yorktown in OT last 
Thursday in Rockland County.

RAY GALLAGHER/AJ MARTELLI PHOTOS

Somers goaltender Aly Martone was huge for the 
Tuskers, stopping a point-blank shot just before 
end of  regulation in championship win.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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and Jenna Gammer. Rilea Fusco and 
Casey Duff capped off Yorktown’s scoring 
with two goals each.

The Huskers may have come up a bit 
short of capturing their first Class B title 
since 2011, but they’ll surely be contenders 
next year, as they always are.

As for Somers, the historic 2014 season 
lives on. The Tuskers (17-0-1) have a 
bye in the first round of the regional 
tournament, and will return to Torne 
Valley at noon on Saturday to play either 
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake of Section 2 or 

Minisink Valley, the Section 9 champs.
In the Class A finals, the LAKELAND/

PANAS Rebels fell on some hard luck, 
losing 11-4 to Suffern. The Mounties got 
off to a quick 1-0 lead early in the first 
quarter until Valerie Perkins answered 
to tie it up. From there it was all Suffern; 
the Mounties went on a six-goal run the 
Rebels couldn’t withstand. 

With the Rebels down 7-2 at halftime, 
Suffern kicked off the second half with a 
three-goal run, all but putting Lakeland/
Panas away. Perkins finished with two 
goals, while Molly Fitzpatrick and Krista 
Sawler added a goal each. Dana Bozek 
threw in an assist.

To Rebels’ boss Sharon Sarsen, this year 
was a success, considering her girls were 
eliminated by Scarsdale in the quarterfinals 
last year. Getting back to the section finals, 
to her, was a big accomplishment.

“We worked hard, and definitely took 
a step forward and I’m really proud of 
them,” she said. “We talked about taking 
the next step and winning a big game this 
season and we did that – we won some big 
games, and we also won a big sectional 
game.

“To get back here was a great step 
forward, so we’re looking to get back 
here again next year. I’m really proud of 
everybody and I’m happy with what we 
did this year.”

Yorktown’s Katie Comerford scored three times in losing cause against Somers in Class B title tilt.Rebel Valerie Perkins scored twice in L-P’s Class A 
championship loss to Suffern.

Husker Jenna Gammer scored a hat trick in Class B championship loss to Somers.

continued from page 23

CLASS C CIRCUIT
PV FALLS SHORT OF FINALS

Having played a miserable defensive 
first half, fourth-seeded Putnam Valley 
was going to need to play a perfect fourth 
quarter to stem the surging tide that No.1 
Pleasantville had created last Tuesday in 
the Section Class C semifinals.

Coach Brian Kuczma’s Tigers (12-
7) nearly did so, trimming a five-goal 
deficit to one with under a minute to go, 
but an unforced error created a costly 
turnover in the waning moments and 
the Panthers emerged with an 11-10 
triumph. State-ranked (No.6) P’Ville 
would advance to the finals where it 
suffered a 9-7 setback to four-time 
Section 1 champion Bronxville (No.10) 
last Thursday.

The Tigers, who last won it all in 2010, 
failed to reach the finals for a fourth-
straight year. The defense left goalie Ryan 
Mello out to dry on numerous occasions 
throughout the first three quarters and 
the P’Ville dominated the dot and time 
of possession until the fourth quarter. 
The Tigers pulled to within one with 2:55 
remaining on a goal by Brett Trodden. 
Putnam Valley led 1-0 early in the game, 
but Pleasantville scored seven of the 
next eight goals and never relinquished 
the lead. 

“We were very close to playing a perfect 

fourth quarter until the last turnover,” 
Put Valley middie Tommy O’Sullivan 
said after carrying the Tigers back into 
contention with four goals. “We started 
out slow and just didn’t come to play. 
Pleasantville just out hustled us in the 
first half and played some great lacrosse. 
But the seniors took charge and stepped 
up in the second half and we gave a great 
run, but unfortunately it wasn’t enough.”

Mike Benvenuti and Kevin 
Fitzsimmons each had a goal and an 
assist for the Tigers while Trodden, Kyle 
Bronzo, Royce Conlin and Ryan Dunphy 
also each scored. Goalie Ryan Mello had 
10 saves.

The Tigers will lose a lot to graduation, 
but Coach Kuczma believes they gave it 
their best shot before doing so.

“We felt real good about how we were 
playing at the end of the season,” he 
said. “Our big players were peaking and 
we were getting contributions from our 
role players. I’m just not sure our guys 
were ready to play with playoff intensity 
in the first half. We made some halftime 
adjustments and the kids responded 
well. This was a group who will never 
quit. It was a tough one to swallow for 
sure. I wanted nothing more than this 
group of seniors to achieve something 
great. They are a special group of  
young men.”
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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No.15 Carmel Busts Up Class AA Bracket, Shocks No.2 New Ro 
Panas Hits Lotto in Class A, Lakeland Alive and Well
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

At the start of the 2014 
campaign, Carmel High Coach 
Bob Shilling figured sophomore 
SS Ryan Train needed more 
seasoning on the junior varsity 
level this season. Apparently, 
Train thought otherwise and 
showed the veteran coach what 
MIGHT have been during this 
season of inconsistency for 
the up-and-down Rams (8-13) 
when he came up big in his first 
post-season game.

The 15th-seeded Rams went to 
No.2 New Rochelle and shocked 
the section with a stunning 4-3 
upset in the opening round of 
the Section 1 Class AA Baseball 
Tournament last Friday at 
City Park. Train, a JV call-up, 
drove in the winning run with 
a double in the top of the sixth 
as No. 15 Carmel advanced to 
face No. 7 host Suffern in today’s 
quarterfinals.

Fellow sophomore Chris 
Palmiero pitched a complete game for 
the Rams to earn his first varsity playoff 
win, giving Carmel fans a glimpse into 
the future of Ram baseball. But the future 
is now, according to Shilling.

“I screwed up,” Shilling said. “Train 
should have been up here earlier. He 
solidified the defense at shortstop. And 
Chris pitched a great game for us. He was 
very good. We’ll go to Suffern and give it 
everything we’ve got.”

Playoff runs are nothing new to 
Carmel. It seems Shillings can get his 

Rams to play their best when the chip is 
on the line, but this season appeared to 
be lost as the Rams were spiraling south 
when they took on No.18 Mount Vernon 
in an outbracket game after closing the 
regular season with losses in seven of the 
last eight to finish the regular season at 
6-13.

A 7-0 win over Mount Vernon in 
Wednesday’s outbracket action provided 
some hope.

“We fell apart during the season, but 
we knew that we’d be a tough out in 
sectionals. Train got pulled up about 

three games ago and he’s been solid for 
us,” Palmiero said. “I was throwing well 
and I had my fastball working well. We 
just jumped on their pitcher 
early.”

The Rams jumped out quick 
on New Ro’ with three in the 
first. Tom Shofi got it going 
with a single and the Rams went 
back-to-back-to-back with 
doubles by Steve Collins, Ryan 
Fay and Jim Menton. Fay was 
also huge in the win over Mt. 
Vernon, blasting a three-run 

yard bomb.
In other first 

round Class 
AA action, No.6 
Mamaroneck put a 
6-2 season-ending 
win on visiting 
No.11 Mahopac, 
who couldn’t really 
touch Tiger ace Tom 
Muratore (four-
hitter with four 
strikeouts). The 
Tigers advanced to 
face No.3 Fox Lane 
today.

Niko D’Agnese 
and Chris Aquino 
had an RBI for 
the Indians, but 
Mahopac ace LHP 
Kevin Kernan was 
touched up for six 
runs, three earned, 

over four frames.
No.8 Clarkstown South 

ended No.9 Yorktown’s 
season when the Vikings 
touched up Husker starter 
Chris Henry for five runs 
over the first two innings. 
Yorktown’s four errors were 
costly, as was its gamble 
to hold off on starting ace 
Anthony Robinson. 

“It was a slow death for 
us,” Yorktown skipper Sean 
Kennedy said. “They didn’t 
have an extra base hit, mostly 
bloops and bleeders, some 
untimely errors and lack of 
clutch hitting on our part. 
I started Henry with the 
goal of winning the whole 
thing. We wanted Robinson 
to face (top-seeded) RCK. 
Winning one game wasn’t an 
accomplishment for us, so 
we gambled.”

The Huskers finished the 
season at a most respectable 
13-8, holding firm to a share 

of the league title with Walter Panas. 
“These kids deserve a lot of credit,” 

Panthers mob pitcher Mike Lotto after he closed out Class A playoff  win in relief.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

15th-seeded Carmel Rams had plenty to smile about after 4-3 win over No.2 New Rochelle last Friday.
Panas pitcher Mike Lotto salutes his mates after stroking go-
ahead single in 8-7 win over Ardsley last Friday.
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Kennedy said. “They clearly bought into 
winning over their own personal stats.”

One senior that put up monster stats 
was senior 1B Ricky Corrado, who ended 
the season with a .508 BA (31 for 61) with 
10 doubles, a homer, 16 runs, 20 RBI an 
OPS of 1.218. 
CLASS A

The sister schools are alive and well as 
we head into the quarters, as both No.7 
Panas and No.9 Lakeland survived their 
opening-round scares to record a pair of 
one-run wins; Lakeland eking out a 3-2 
win over No.8 host Nyack Saturday and 
the Panthers knocking off the defending 
Class B champion Ardsley, 8-7, last 
Friday.

Panas (12-9) struck Lotto, Mike Lotto, 
that is; when the reliever came on in the 
second inning to stem the tide. Lotto 
inherited a 4-0 deficit when the Ardsley 
Panthers came out swinging, crushing 

two homers off Panas starter Nick 
Dinnen, who did not have his best stuff. 
With Dinnen up in zone, Panther Coach 
Anthony Fata went to Lotto and struck 
it big as the diminutive RHP pitched 
effectively into the fifth when he got in 
some trouble as the Panthers fell behind 
7-6.

But baseball, being a game of redeeming 
qualities, enables second chances, and 
Lotto (2-for-2 at the plate) made the 
most, delivering the go-ahead single in 
the bottom of the sixth before closing out 

the game with a scoreless seventh.
Senior CF Tom Parish made two 

sensational catches to preserve the win.
“Happy birthday to me, I guess, the 

humble captain said of his sixth-inning 
snare that quelled an Ardsley rally. “I just 
dove for it as far and high as I could. I 
wasn’t sure it was in my glove until I got 
up to throw it.”

Coach Fata felt relieved that his 
Panthers had won 
in the playoffs for 
the first time since 
2009.

“It’s baseball, 
anything can 
happen now,” he 
said. “

L A K E L A N D ’s 
gamble to save ace 
Chris DiDomizio 
for the quarters 
nearly backfired 
when Nyack took an 
early 2-0 lead, but 
DiDo came on in 
relief in the second 
inning to save the 
day as the Hornets 
(13-7-1) scratched 
and clawed for three 
runs to advance.

Hornet senior 
Matt deMarte drove 
in the go-ahead 
run with an RBI 
groundout. Hornet 
senior Anthony 
Fava also singled 
home a run. Stephen 
Harten singled and 
ultimately scored 
on an error. DiDo 

did not allow a run over six innings, 
whiffing six along the way and allowing 
just two hits. He lowered his ERA to a 
shade under 1.80.

Lakeland will face top-seeded Beacon 
today, with the winner advancing to the 
Final 4.

In other Class A action, No.20 
Brewster pulled off a big upset when the 
20th-seeded Bears knocked off No.13 
Pearl River, 4-2, in extras. John Ferris 
slammed a two-run, game-winning 
home run in the top of the eighth inning 
to beat No. 13 Pearl River, 4-2. Brewster 
advanced to face No. 4 Byram Hills who 
eliminated the Bears, 6-5. The Bears (7-
15) got a two-run single in the seventh 
but the game ended in a rundown with 
the tying runner tagged out between 2nd 
and 3rd base.

No.3 Eastchester eliminated No.14 
Somers, 7-5. 

All CLASS B baseball was cancelled 
and the first three rounds will be played 
today, Wednesday and Thursday. 
PUTNAM VALLEY (15-5) will needs it 
well-rested staff to be ready for anything 
and everything as Coach Joe Natalie will 
pull out all stops for the No.3 Tigers, who 
were set to face No.14 Woodlands today, 
The winner will face the No.11 Pawling/
No.6 Keio winner in the quarters.

No.7 CROTON will host No.10 
Hastings with the winner advancing to 
face the No. 18 Dobbs Ferry vs. No. 2 Rye 
Neck winner.

CLASS C gets going today as well 
with two-time defending champion No.2 
Haldane hosting No.3 Solomon Schechter 
for the right to play the No.1 Tuckahoe/
No.4 Hamilton winner. The Blue Devils 
are one of three Putnam County teams 
still alive in the playoffs (PV, Carmel).
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Baseball Notebook

Panther Brian Parish dives in safely at 2B before eventually scoring clutch run in Panas’ 8-7 playoff  win 
over visiting Ardsley last Friday.

For the second year in a row, Mahopac met its first-round ouster in the form of  Mamaroneck.

The face of  Lakeland baseball is lefty Chris 
DiDomizio, who pitched the Hornets into the Class 
A quarters with a sterling relief  effort against 
Nyack.

PV hurler Eddie Lent will be one of  three pitchers the Tigers hope to lean on 
during what they hope will be a long Class B playoff  run.
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Beach Shopping Center 
47 Dayton Lane • Peekskill 

(914) 739-3333
Visit our website: 

ozzyautoclinicny.com
Mon-Fri 7:30-6pm • Sat 7:30am - 5pm

Ozzy’s Auto Clinic and Discount Tire Center
UP
TOOil Change$1995  

Includes Tire Rotation & Safety Check
MOST CARS. $2.50 Hazardous Material Disposal Fee. 

With this coupon •  Not to be combined 
with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/13 •See Store For Details

$120 OFF  
Set of 4 Tires: Michelin, 

Goodyear,  Continental & General
With this coupon • Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/13
See Store For DetailsExp. 2/28/14

Purchase any set of 
4 MICHELIN or GOODYEAR Tires 

and Get $70 Rebate
See store for details. 

Exp. 2/28/14
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Members of  the Lakeland/Panas (top) and Yorktown High lacrosse teams -- representing Shrub Oak, Crompond, the Heights and all points in between – hoist 
the hardware after the Class A Rebels and Class B Cornhuskers were crowned Section 1 champions last Thursday at White Plains High, marking just the 5th time 
in history that both lax powers won titles in the same year. The state-ranked (No.22) Rebels (14-5), last crowned in 2010, scored a decisive 13-3 triumph over 
former two-time defending champion Mamaroneck while the four-time defending champion Huskers (14-5), ranked No.2 in NYS Class B, cruised to an identical 
victory over Byram Hills, a 9-8 upset semifinal winner over Somers... see Boys’ Lax Notebook

Yorktown is 
LaxTown, USA;

Rebels & 
Huskers 

Crowned!

This. 
Is. Our. 
Town!


