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By Rick Pezzullo
A Jefferson Valley man and registered 

sex offender was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison last week for possessing, receiving 
and distributing child pornography over the 
Internet, and sending obscene material to a 
15-year-old boy.

Jonathan DeLaura, 39, a former youth 
tennis instructor in Putnam County, served 
four months in jail in early 2011 after vio-
lating terms of probation following a guilty 
plea in 2009 for sexual misconduct involv-
ing a 12-year-old boy.

A month after leaving jail, DeLaura, who 
was required to register with the New York 
State Sex Offender Registry, distributed files 
containing images and videos of child por-
nography over the Internet via a Peer-to-
Peer networking program.

According to Preet Bharara, the United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York, DeLaura contacted a 15-year-old 

boy in November 2011 in an Internet chat 
room using the screen name “sillyrabbit” 
and claimed to be a 17-year-old girl. He later 
sent obscene photographs to the victim.

DeLaura was arrested on February 2, 

Yorktown Sex 
Offender Sentenced 
to 35 Years in Prison

By Rick Pezzullo
Cortlandt residents in the Lakeland 

School District will enjoy a tax decrease 
next year under the 2014-15 budget 
adopted by the Board of Education last 
week.

If the $161.17 million budget is ap-
proved by voters on May 20, school taxes 
in Cortlandt, which make up 60% of a 
property owner’s total tax bill, will drop 
1.7%. Meanwhile, residents in Yorktown 

in the district are slated to see a 2.5% 
increase. Tax rates in the other four mu-
nicipalities in Yorktown have yet to be 
calculated.

“This is really a fair flop because York-
town was much lower than Cortlandt 
last year,” said Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. George Stone. “We are very proud of 
what we accomplished with preparing 
the budget and what it represents.”

The budget increases spending by 

$809,000, or .5%, from this year. The tax 
levy increase is also .5%, well below the 
allowable state hike of 2%. To balance 
the budget, $6.2 million was designated 
from the general fund balance.

“It’s been a lot of careful planning 
over the years that has brought us to 
this point,” said board President Eliz-
abeth Kogler. “I think this is a strong 
budget.”

Board Vice President Glen Malia said 

spending increase in the budget is the 
lowest in his nine years on the board.

“I don’t think we can do any better 
than this,” he said. “This year, more than 
any other year, you came to us with what 
we wanted.”

A public hearing on the budget is 
scheduled for May 6. The districtwide 
budget vote will take place May 20 from 
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Van Cortlandtville El-
ementary School.

Lakeland School Taxes to Drop in Cortlandt in New Budget
continued on page 4

Moving Forward
The Justice League of  Yorktown High School (YHS) won its fourth round of  competition last 
week in the 2014 New York Statewide High School Mock Trial Tournament in Westchester 
County. Yorktown beat Solomon Schecheter High School in the semi-finals by a score of  54-
53 in a hard fought match. On April 10,Yorktown will compete against another Westchester 
County high school in the finals. The winner of  the county competition will advance to a 
regional tournament at Pace Law School and then onto the semi-finals in Albany.

Jonathan DeLaura

See Sports

Yorktown Girls Squash PV, 
Fall to Melville in OT...

pages 
14-15
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A DESTINATION
The sounds of local chatter, increase as you walk through the door. You’re greeted by our host within seconds...the sense of 
being is established. The decor feels warm and inviting, yet rustic...the perfect balance to a welcoming environment.

Now Taking Reservations for Easter
Happy Hour Every Day 4-6pm
$5 Appetizers, $3 Beers, $5 Wine, $5 Well Mixed Drinks, $2 Off Top Shelf & Martini’s

Visit us at www.socialon6.com
Open Sunday-Thursday 11:30am-Whenever!

Friday-Saturday 11:00am-Whenever
944 Route 6 • Mahopac, NY • 845.803.8193

CRAFT BEERS, ATMOSPHERE AND IMPECCABLE SERVICE

Enjoy Lunch, Dinner or a late snack...always fresh!

Like Us!

Happy Hour Every Day 4-6pmHappy Hour Every Day 4-6pm

By Evan Lefkowitz
The Alliance for Safe Kids (ASK) hosted 

its fourth annual Save a Life event Saturday 
at the Yorktown Stage and Community 
Center. The Save a Life event was designed 
by area high school students to inform and 
empower youth and adults to be commu-
nity allies and first responders to support 
teens and families in crisis.

(ASK) is a Yorktown organization work-
ing together to provide a safety net for the 
youth and families in the community. Their 
mission is to promote awareness and pre-
vention of substance use/abuse and other 
destructive behaviors damaging the youth. 

Tricy Cushner, president of ASK, led the 
event’s proceedings. “Our main message 
today,” said Cushner, “is to teach kids how 
to be able to detect or see something in the 
community or in themselves that needs to 
be addressed. Keeping our youth safe is not 
only a school responsibility, but a commu-
nity responsibility and effort.” 

Over the past eight weeks, approximate-
ly 40 students from Yorktown, Lakeland 
and Walter Panas high schools met to plan 
the event. Each student made a poster and 
set up a table in one of the main rooms that 
focused on a particular health topic. 

“Each individual should feel connected 
to their topic and feel that they should 
know enough information to share it and 

teach others,” said Cushner. “Altogether, 
over 300 students and adults were able to 
contribute to this event. Due to the local 
sponsors and generous donations from the 
community, this event was free for all par-
ticipants.”

Featured at the event was a high-tech 
virtual reality driving simulator showing 
how alcohol impairs driving abilities, and 
interactive workshops on alcohol abuse, 
depression, and suicide. The event pre-
miered the screening of a local documen-
tary discussing stories of teen substance 
abuse. “I think the most important concept 
of today is that the exhibits are interactive 
with the kids,” said Cushner. “Instead of a 
teacher standing up and talking to the kids, 
the kids are practicing and learning role 
play, how to make smart decisions, and to 
say no to drugs and alcohol.”

Many of the participants enjoyed the fes-
tivities, such as high school students Dean 
Schildwachter, Jacob Celestine, and Paige 
Savastana. Schildwachter, a sophomore 
attending Yorktown High School, said, “I 
came here today to learn safe driving tips 
for when I start driving and the dangers 
of drugs and alcohol. After coming here 
today, I learned about driving safety and 
the dangers of drugs, alcohol, and texting 
while driving. I now feel that I should 
enlighten the youth and look out for my 
friends and family in ensuring we maintain 
a safe, healthy community.” 

He added, “My favorite exhibit was 
definitely the driving simulator because it 
showed me hands on what to do and what 
not to do while driving a car.” 

Celestine, a freshman attending at Panas, 
stated, “I wanted to come here today be-
cause I wanted to learn how to save a life. I 
learned about the dangers of drunk driving 
and texting while driving. My favorite ex-
hibit here was the driving simulator.” 

Savastana, a Panas sophomore, added, “I 
learned about the dangers of drinking and 
driving and my favorite feature here was 
the driving simulator.”

High School Students Learn Life Lessons at ASK Event

EvAN LEfkOWiTz PHOTO
A teen tries out virtual reality driving simulator.

The Town of Cortlandt and Lake-
land School District will hold a panel 
discussion on Prescription Drugs and 
Heroin: What Our Community and 
Schools Need to Know on Wednes-
day, April 9 at Walter Panas High 
School, 300 Croton Avenue, in Cort-
landt, from 7 to 8:30 pm. Parents and 
their children are invited to attend.

The evening will feature a panel of 
experts who will provide valuable in-

formation and answer questions on 
these critical issues including: The 
information they need for prevention 
strategies; Treatment and overdose 
prevention options; Information on 
how prescription drug abuse can lead 
to misuse, heroin use, and addiction; 
and an update on current enforce-
ment and legal activities to reduce 
heroin and illegal prescription drug 
sales

Cortlandt, Lakeland to Host Meeting April 
9 on Prescription Drugs and Heroin
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For nationwide same-day delivery, call or visit the
Country Florist of Yorktown

914 962-5741 
or visit us on the web www.yorktownfl orist.com

www.yorktownfl orists.com

1875 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Easter and 
Spring, 
a time for 
renewal!

An Easter basket beyond compare! Make their spring celebrations 
extra special with this gorgeous garden of blooms, hand-delivered 
in a ceramic basket they’ll enjoy all year. 

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits • Flagstone • Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones

• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill

www.bedfordgravel.com

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

Topsoil 
• Sand • Sand • • Stonedust • Stonedust • • Sweet Peet• Sweet Peet•
• BBQ Pits • BBQ Pits • • Flagstone • Flagstone • • Item #4• Item #4•
• Belgian Block 

 Flagstone 
 Belgian Block 

 Flagstone 
• Belgian Block • • Cobblestones

 Flagstone 
 Cobblestones

 Flagstone 
• Cobblestones•

• Wallstone 
 Belgian Block 

 Wallstone 
 Belgian Block 

• Wallstone • • Brick Pavers
 Belgian Block 

 Brick Pavers
 Belgian Block 

• Brick Pavers•
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill• Soil/Fill•

www.bedfordgravel.com

3681 Old Yorktown Rd (Rt 132) • Shrub Oak
914-556-6410

Hrs: Tues- Sat. 11am- 9:30pm  
Sun. 12-9:30pm •Monday Closed

Wednesday 
Night Pasta 

Craze
Salad & 

Bread included
$995

 + tax
(To go only)

Sunday’s Family
Combo

1 Large Plain Pie
Penne a la Vodka

Garlic Bread
Large Salad

$2495
 + tax

(Expires 4/15/14)

Lunch Specials
 2 Regular Slices

$500
 

Tossed Salad or Caesar, 
w/ Chicken 
$695

 + tax
Any Menu Wedge

$695
 + tax

Specials include can of soda or water

Calabria Pizza & Pasta
Affliated with Two Brothers Trattoria of Montrose

“Home of the Homemade Bread”

By Rick Pezzullo
Residents took the gloves off in lam-

basting a proposed sober living home on 
Underhill Avenue during a three-hour 
public hearing last week at Yorktown 
Town Hall.

Some neighbors not only strongly op-
posed a special permit Compass Westch-
ester needs to operate the home for re-
covering alcohol and substance abuse 

addicts, but also called on Yorktown 
Supervisor Michael Grace to abstain 
from voting on the permit since he had 
disclosed that he has a son battling sub-
stance abuse problems.

“I think you’re biased Supervisor 
Grace and you already made up your 
mind on this application,” asserted Rob-
ert Gironda, an attorney and resident of 
Glenrock Street. “You have a responsibil-

ity to 38,000 residents, not two out-of-
town applicants.”

Grace remarked that his experience 
with his son made him “uniquely quali-
fied to vote on this application,” which he 
stressed he planned to do in the future.

“It’s an issue that is near and dear to my 
heart. I do make my decisions on what I 
feel is in the best interest of residents. I 
am not recusing myself,” Grace said. “My 
viewpoint is going to be painted by my 
life experiences.”

Michael Sirignano, an attorney who 
represented Linda Gironda and Al 
French before the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals last month regarding the interpre-
tation by the town’s building inspector 
of the sober home meeting the criteria 
of a “convalescent home,” told the Town 
Board it couldn’t grant a special permit 
if it didn’t agree the sober home was ei-
ther a convalescent home or a nursing 
home.

“Don’t close your eyes to the real 
world. Don’t pretend this is something 
that it isn’t,” Sirignano said. “It may be a 
very good thing, but it’s not a convales-
cent or nursing home. It’s not a permitted 
use under your statue.”

Other speakers maintained the neigh-
borhood surrounding 482 Underhill 
Avenue was no place for a commercial 
enterprise.

“We pay high taxes to live in this resi-
dential neighborhood, so can we please 
keep it this way?” said Annette Negrelli, 
a mother of four and resident of Glen-
rock Street who noted her father strug-
gled with an addiction. “I don’t think 
that’s too much to ask for. We just want 
to maintain the integrity of our beloved 
neighborhood.”

Applicants Tom McCrossan and Mark 
McGoldrick did have their share of sup-
porters, including Lisa McKay of Shrub 
Oak, who mentioned 40 people have 
died from substance abuse in the area.

“We are in the middle of an epidemic 
and our help is needed. We need to be 
part of the solution,” she said. “The num-
bers are growing because there is a dire 
need for help. We are turning a blind eye 
in Yorktown.”

Michelle Gilbert, 24, said a sober liv-
ing residence fits the definition of a con-
valescent home.

“They (Compass Westchester) seem to 
be going out of their way to accommo-
date the concerns of residents,” Gilbert 
said. “Compass Westchester may not be 
the solution, but they are a step in the 
right direction.”

The Town Board adjourned the public 
hearing to Tuesday, May 6. The ZBA will 
resume its public hearing on the sober 
home on Thursday, April 24.

Residents Continue to Lambast Sober Home in Yorktown

PHOTO bY biLL PriMAvErA
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held last week for Savannah’s Southern House on route 202 in 
Yorktown, next to the Hess station. The new restaurant is owned by Paul and Gina DiPaterio, who 
also own Little Sorrento in Yorktown and Piazza roma in Mohegan Lake.
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Program Starts June 25th Program Starts June 25th

Weekly Sessions
Available

Program Starts June 23rd Program Starts June 30th

We are building in Peekskill
 For further information 

please contact:
 Relief@habitatwc.org

By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown residents will get a chance to 

weigh in next week on the vacancy on the 
Town Board that has existed since January.

The Town Board has scheduled a public 
hearing for Tuesday, April 15 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Town Hall on a proposed local law that 
would allow for a special election to be held 
within 30 days after a seat becomes empty if 
the board is unable to reach a consensus on 

an appointment.
Since Dave Paganelli left the board to 

assume his new role as elected highway 
superintendent, the four remaining board 
members have been at a standstill in finding 
a replacement. Paganelli’s unexpired four-
year term doesn’t end until December 2015.

If the local law were to be approved, it 
would not go into effect until 2015.

Supervisor Michael Grace has lobbied 

for the board to make an appointment, but 
councilmen Nick Bianco and Vishnu Patel 
have stood firm that voters should decide 
who the fifth official should be.

A few weeks ago, Grace opposed holding 
the public hearing, maintaining it would be 
time consuming and costly and could lead 
to multiple elections in a short period of 
time. He was overruled by Bianco, Patel and 
Councilman Terrence Murphy.

Two members of the Yorktown Chamber 
of Commerce, Rosemarie Panio and Aaron 
Bock, recently urged the board to make an 
appointment with someone who has served 
on a decision-making board. However, at 
the same work session, Lisa McKay, execu-
tive director of the Democratic Town Com-
mittee, expressed support for the local law, 
stressing it was a fundamental right of resi-
dents to choose their elected representatives.

Public to Have Say in Filling Yorktown Town Board Seat

By Rick Pezzullo
The Westchester County Fair Cam-

paign Practices Committee ruled last 
week a flyer mailed during the recent 
Village of Buchanan election that 
claimed former Mayor Alfred Dona-

hue “negotiated and signed the origi-
nal PILOT Program with Entergy” was 
unfair.

The committee, which promotes 
honest and fair campaigns but has no 
enforcement power, determined the 

document Donahue signed in 2001 was 
a “Real Property Tax Implementing 
Agreement for the Indian Point 3 Nu-
clear Power Plant,” not the actual PILOT, 
which was signed in 2002 after Donahue 
had left office.

Donahue filed his complaint against 
Theresa Knickerbocker, who defeated 
Donahue last month and was sworn in 
as new mayor on Monday, along with 
trustees Richard Funchion and Nicolas 
Zachary, who were also reelected.

Fair Campaign Committee Rules Flyer Blaming Donahue Unfair

Yorktown Sex Offender Sentenced to 35 Years in Prison
2012 by the Putnam County Sheriff’s Office 
and a search warrant executed at his resi-
dence revealed an iPod that contained ap-
proximately 162 videos containing images 
of child pornography and approximately 
five still photos of images containing child 
pornography.

Following that arrest, another victim dis-

closed repeated sexual abuse by DeLaura 
in 2010 that began when the victim was 14 
years old and DeLaura was the victim’s ten-
nis instructor.

“This case underscores the need for law 
enforcement to remain vigilant in protect-
ing children from those who might prey on 
them over the Internet,” Bharara said. “We 
will use every tool available to law enforce-
ment to find, prosecute and punish those 

who possess and distribute child pornogra-
phy.”

Last Wednesday, DeLaura entered a 
guilty plea in federal court to receiving 
and distributing child pornography in 
May 2011, possessing child pornography 
in February 2012, and transferring ob-
scene material to a victim in November 
2011 while registered as a sex offender.

When sentencing DeLaura, United States 

District Judge Kenneth Karas remarked that 
DeLaura caused “indescribable pain” to the 
victims and their parents.

Besides the Putnam Sherriff’s Office, 
Yorktown Police, the Westchester and 
Putnam District Attorney’s offices and the 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment’s Homeland Security Investigations in 
New York played a role in the investigation 
of DeLaura.

continued from page 1
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William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate
Salesperson who works from the Yorktown Heights 
office of William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce
Street, Yorktown Heights, NY.  914.245.0460.  
www.raveis.com.

How To Pronounce
William Raveis

A Public Service Presented by 
Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru”
Since you’re going to be hearing the name a lot as the fine
quality real estate company moves to Number One spot in
New York, please know that its name is pronounced:

And if you want to learn how to
pronounce, “My home is sold,” 
call Bill at (cell) 914.522.2076 

“RAY - VIS”

“RAY - VIS”

Not “Ra-vee-ass,”
Not “Ra - vees,”
Not “Raa - vice,” 
Not “Ree - vase,” but

Real estate • MoRtgage • InsuRance

Get On Deck with
The George Ondek Show

Tune into the George Ondek Show
On Cablevision public access channel 74 Fridays at 9 pm  

in Mahopac and surrounding communities in Putnam County, as well 
as Yorktown and surrounding areas. In Peekskill and surrounding 

areas, channel 15 Sundays, Mondays, & Thursdays at 8:30pm.
  It can also be seen on Youtube  24/7  

by typing in George Ondek and the name of  a recent guest:
This week’s special guests

Putnam County Executive Mary Ellen O’Dell 
Local author Susan Berliner

This month sponsored by Michelle Lisa Salon 2241 Rt 202 Cortlandt Manor

By Rick Pezzullo
With another three-year extension 

from the Common Council slated, Peek-

skill Mayor Frank Catalina would like to 
explore extending the Peekskill Business 
Improvement District (BID) to the river-

front and Central Avenue.
Founded in 1996 as a non-profit cor-

poration, the BID currently encom-
passes downtown’s Central Commercial 
District — a 25-block area that includes 
national corporations, law firms, medi-
cal practices, non-profits, artists galleries 
and live/work studios, restaurants and 
other retailers.

The BID works to promote the 
growth and development of down-
town Peekskill as an attractive place to 
live and do business through business 
recruitment and retention, market-
ing campaigns, capital improvements, 
beautification efforts, event sponsor-
ship, and advocacy.

“I think we have put a lot of time and 
effort in rebuilding confidence in the 
BID,” Executive Director Jason Angell 
told the Common Council recently. “We 
have been out on the streets trying to 
beautify the downtown.”

With a $100,000 annual budget, the 
BID is primarily funded each year by 
a special tax levy on downtown prop-
erty and business owners to be used 
on activities that strengthen commerce 
downtown.  All property and business 
owners within the Central Commer-
cial District are members of the Peek-
skill BID, and the BID elects a Board 

of Directors to govern its activities and 
supervise the day-to-day management 
of the BID by a part-time executive di-
rector.

“I believe it was designed for the right 
reason and has achieved that purpose,” 
said Catalina, an attorney and a BID 
member.

“We have come a long way,” said Jean-
nette Phillips, BID Board of Directors 
member. “We are looking at Peekskill as 
a destination. We are looking at Peekskill 
in its oneness.”

Angell revealed one change the BID 
was making this year as a cost savings 
measure. The popular jazz  and blues 
festival, which attracts several thousand 
visitors to Peekskill’s downtown, will be 
billed as a live music festival and run by 
Red House Entertainment, operators of 
Paramount Hudson Valley.

The switch will save the BID $15,000. 
Some council members expressed con-
cern in changing the name of the event.

“The event was extremely successful 
last year. When you change the name 
you may not get the participation,” 
said Councilwoman Vivian McKenzie. 
“I think it will be detrimental to that 
event.”

“If it’s not broke, don’t fix it,” added 
Councilman Vincent Vesce.

Catalina Favors Extending Peekskill BID to Riverfront

If you feel you’ve “Lost That Lovin’ 
Feelin,” go on down to Paramount 
Hudson Valley  Friday, April 11 when 
Grammy winner Bill Medley takes the 
stage to croon your blues away. 

Medley, who teamed with the late 
Bobby Hatfield to craft blue-eyed 
soul as The Righteous Brothers, is re-
sponsible for three of the most iconic 
songs in music history - each a part of 
an equally iconic movie scene.

Medley promises to perform those 
love songs and more  “I do all of The 
Righteous Brothers songs, and I sit 
down at the piano and we kind of do 
an unplugged portion of the show 
where I get to tell some stories that 
I think they would be interested in - 
like being on the Beatle tour ... and 
being friends with Elvis,” Medley said 
in his distinctive baritone voice. 

Medley and Hatfield formed The 
Righteous Brothers in 1962. While 
Medley is in his sixth decade of per-
forming - and, undoubtedly, has per-
formed his biggest hits thousands of 
times on stage - he still gets excited 
about seeing a “brand new” audience 
at each show.

“The minute you go on stage and 
you start performing those songs, 
somehow, someway, you just feel 
like you’re 25 years old again. And 
so, when I do ‘Lovin’ Feelin,’ or ‘Un-
chained Melody,’ or any of them, it’s 
just real fresh to me. Because going 
on stage, to me, every night is a first 
date,” he said.

Tickets are $40 to $50 and are avail-
able  on line at paramounthudsonval-
ley.com  or through the box office at 
914-739-0039.

The Righteous Brothers at Paramount 
Hudson Valley on April 11

Time To RegisTeR!
WinTeR session

summeR & sepTembeR
Ages 18 mos To 5 yeARs

 befoRe And AfTeR school cARe 
K ThRu 2nd gRAde           

Let us give your child the tools to succeed -
Montessori Educational Approach 

Our curriculum exceeds 
NYS learning standards!

Dedicated teaching staff, safe,
warm environment. 

Come visit for a personalized tour.
yorktown heights & granite springs locations 

914 962-2929
www.brightbeginpreschool.com

Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed
open 7 am to 6 pm

ONGOING ENROLLMENTS
AGES 18 MOS - KINDERGARTEN

YORKTOwN HEIGHTS & 
GRANITE SpRINGS LOcATIONS

INcLUSION cLASSROOM AVAILABLE
ScHOOL AGE pROGRAM OFFERED

Qualified staff committed to excellence – teaching with a vision – 
Montessori Educational Approach

Highest professional standards – Academic hands on
curriculum, in classroom environments

conducive to learning, music • movement • Spanish instruction •  large gym 
– Full or half days/ Extended Hrs available 7 am – 6pm

Summer and Fall Program Openings 2-5 Days Available
Lic by OCFS – Reg by NYS Dept of Ed

www.BRIGHTBEGINpREScHOOL.cOM                                             914 962-2929
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IT’S ALL HAPPENING AT

OPEN 7 DAYS • FREE VALET PARKING Available Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 5pm - 10pm
(914) 743-1357 • www.augiesprimecut.com • 3436 Lexington Ave, Mohegan Lake, NY 10547

APRIL 20THEaster Sunday
Make Your Reservation Today

BRUNCH & DINNEREaster Sunday
$29.95

INCLUDES 3 COURSES SERVED WITH COMPLIMENTARY MIMOSA, 
CHAMPAGNE OR BLOODY MARY. (LAST BRUNCH SEATING 1:30)

BRUNCH 10: 3:30
 AM

00
 PM

DINNER 3-9PM  

By Evan Lefkowitz
Yorktown tennis instructor Geoffrey 

Jagdfeld was recently named the 2014 
United States Professional Tennis Asso-
ciation (USPTA) Tennis Professional of 
the Year by the Eastern Section. 

Jagdfeld, 47, is currently the Director 
of Tennis at Solaris Sports Club in York-
town and USPTA Eastern, Southern Dis-
trict President. He was judged in seven 
categories: contributions to USPTA and 
the United States Tennis Association 
(USTA); as a teaching professional, play-
er and coach; education, research and 
publications; organizational affiliations; 
and contributions to the community. 

Born in Michigan, Jagdfeld has been 
playing tennis since he was five years 
old. “My family was a tennis family,” said 
Jagdfeld. “My parents use to bring me to 
the court when I was five and have been 
playing ever since.” 

Alongside his bachelor’s degree in ex-
ercise physiology, his vast knowledge of 
tennis is largely in part due to his expe-
rience as a player and competitor of the 
game. He originally became a tennis pro-
fessional to pay his way through college. 
Now, it has blossomed into a career he 
loves.

Jagdfeld was an All-State high school 
tennis player and competed for the 

Michigan State University men’s tennis 
team. After a two-year stint on the team, 
he found a new love, teaching the game.

“I began teaching tennis in an indoor 
club during college and then worked 
at Court One Athletic Club in Lansing 
Michigan for about 10 years,” Jagdfeld 
explained. “From there, I moved to Ro-
chester, New York and worked as the 
Director of Junior Tennis, adult leagues, 
and USTA tournaments at the Midtown 
Athletic Club for 13 years.” 

After spending time in Rochester, the 
seasoned tennis pro moved out west to 
Lincoln, Nebraska where he was the Di-
rector of The Nebraska Tennis Center 
and Head Coach of the Nebraska Junior 
Tennis Academy. Two years later, he was 
named the Nebraska Tennis Professional 
of the Year in 2008 by the other Profes-
sional Tennis Registry (PTR). His illus-
trious resume also includes head coach 
of the Men’s and Women’s College Tennis 
Teams at St. John Fisher College in Ro-
chester, coaching varsity and girl’s tennis 
teams at Hartland High School in Michi-
gan, and coaching Men’s and Women’s 
USTA and World Team Tennis teams 
of all levels to Sectional and National 
championships. Jagdfeld is certified at 
the highest level by the United States 
Professional Tennis Association and the 

Professional Tennis Registry.
Upon arriving in Westchester, Jagd-

feld has been largely involved in creating 
youth and adult tennis programs in the 
Bedford, Briarcliff, Katonah, New Castle, 
Somers, and Yorktown areas. 

He was instrumental in starting the 
Westchester Jr. Grand Prix, a series of 
tournaments created to introduce less 
experienced junior players to competi-
tion and allow them to prepare for high-
er level tournament play. Besides tennis, 
Jagdfeld has mastered the sports of plat-
form (paddle) tennis, squash, table ten-
nis and court tennis. 

When asked, who would be his dream 
match, he cheerfully replied, “I would 
want to play doubles with Roger Federer 
against the Bryan Brothers.” When asked 
what tips he would give to a new ten-
nis player,  Jagdfeld responded, “When 
someone is starting out, they have to 
able to do three things before playing the 
game of tennis --they need to learn how 
to serve, to rally, and to keep score. As 
soon as they can do these three things, 
they can play, and once they can play, 
they will have a great time.” 

Solaris Club Tennis Director Earns USPTA Honor

Geoffrey Jagdfeld



April 8 - April 14, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

 

Salem Golf Club Announces an 

Affordable Young Executive Membership 

 

• A private golf only club program for young golf enthusiasts 
between the ages of 28-35 

• No upfront dues, initiation fee, or assessments 
• Monthly dues are applied to cart fees, guest fees and food and 

beverage charges  
• No greens fees  
• No tee times 
•  Great networking opportunities 

 

For information please contact Hilary at 914-669-5485                                 
 hilaryp@salemgolfclub.org     www.salemgolfclub.org 

18 Bloomer Road, North Salem, N.Y. 10560   
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Offer valid for West Chester, Rockland and Orange County Homeowners Only
WP-0000175073 WC-24767-H12

845-234-4560

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-234-4560 to see if your home qualifies!

www.roofdiagnostics.com

By Rick Pezzullo
A 14-year-old boy was charged with 

phoning in false bomb threats last Mon-
day to Lakeland and Walter Panas high 
schools.

The unidentified youth was arrested at 
his home following an investigation by 
detectives from the Westchester County 
Police General Investigations Unit into 
the threat at Panas in Cortlandt. In addi-

tion, the youth faces a similar charge from 
the Yorktown Police Department in con-
nection with the bomb threat called in to 
Lakeland on a cell phone in Shrub Oak.

Separate calls were made to Panas and 
Lakeland claiming the schools were going 
to “blow up.” Both schools were evacuated.

Members of the county police Hazard-
ous Devices Unit conducted a sweep of 
both schools, including using canines 

trained to identify explosive materials. 
HDU officers determined that it was safe 
for students and staff to return to both 
buildings. 

“Incidents like these disrupt the edu-
cation of students, cause concern among 
parents and others in the community, 
and divert police resources unnecessari-
ly,” County Police Commissioner George 
N. Longworth said. “We will investigate 

these incidents vigorously and seek to 
apprehend those responsible.”

The youth was released to a parent 
with an appearance ticket requiring him 
to appear later this month in Westchester 
County Family Court.  He was charged 
as a juvenile. The equivalent charge in 
the penal code for persons over 16 years 
of age would be Falsely Reporting an In-
cident 1st Degree, which is a felony.

Youth Charged with Making False Bomb Threats to Schools

Yorktown Police
March 29 - 8:09 p.m. – Benedicto Avalos, 

53, of Yorktown, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated following the report of an 
aided case on Hanover Street. An investiga-
tion revealed a female had been struck by 
a vehicle in the driveway at 799 Hanover 
Street and was injured. Avalos was operat-
ing a 1999 Dodge that hit the female and 
was determined to be drunk. At headquar-
ters, Avalos was additionally charged with 
aggravated DWI for driving with a blood 
alcohol content more than twice the legal 
limit and not having a license. He was re-
leased on $250 bail.

March 31- 6:15 p.m. – Donnavan Braun, 
28, of Peekskill, was charged with unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana and aggravated 
unlicensed operation following a report of a 
subject passed out in a vehicle on Underhill 

Avenue in Yorktown. An investigation re-
vealed a 1994 Nissan idling in a public park-
ing lot occupied by Braun whose driving 
privilege in New York State was suspended 
for failing to pay a fine. He was released on 
$200 cash bail.

April 3 - 9 p.m. – An unidentified 
14-year-old male was charged with two 
counts of juvenile delinquency following the 
report of a possible fire and broken window 
at the Hunter’s Brook Condominium Pool 
Clubhouse on Acorn Lane. Police Officer 
Ryan Noone and the Mohegan Fire De-
partment responded to the scene at which 
a minor fire located outside the clubhouse 
was extinguished. Investigation by Noone 
and Detective Brian Shanahan revealed the 
14-year-old intentionally caused the fire and 
broke a window. The youth was released to 
the custody of his mother.

State Police
March 28 - 11:16 p.m. – Anthony Pri-

mavera, 36, of Mahopac, was charged with 
driving while intoxicated following a traffic 
stop in the Town of LaGrange.

March 29 - 3:10 a.m. – Wilmer Arpi, 22, 
of Peekskill, was charged with driving while 
intoxicated following a traffic stop for an 
equipment violation.

March 31 - 10:52 p.m. – Walter Mo-
grovejo, 42, of Yorktown, was charged with 
driving while intoxicated following a traffic 
stop on Route 202 in Yorktown for moving 
from a lane unsafely.

April 1 - 2:10 p.m. – Diane Rancenelli, 
57, of Cortlandt, was charged with petit lar-
ceny after allegedly exiting a Cortlandt area 
business without paying for $31.88 worth of 
merchandise.

April 2 - 12 a.m. – Diana Videla-Schray, 

43, of Verplanck, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated and unlawful possession 
of marijuana following a traffic stop on In-
terstate 84 for an unsafe lane change.

4:30 p.m. – John Schoenfelder, 22, of Ma-
hopac, was charged with falsely reporting 
an incident following a report of a possible 
bank robbery at Chase bank in the Som-
ers Common Shopping Center in Baldwin 
Place. Investigation revealed Schoenfelder, 
while inside the bank, had made comments 
that alarmed bank tellers and led them to 
believe he may be attempting a robbery. The 
same bank experienced an armed robbery 
in November. After being located by Carmel 
police a short distance from the bank, an 
investigation revealed Schoenfelder made 
comments, but didn’t intend to rob the 
bank. He was arraigned in Town of Somers 
Court  and released on $2,000 bail.

 Police Blotter
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Guest Commentary
Passover: How to be Truly Free

By Rabbi Yehuda Heber of Chabad 
of Yorktown

This year Passover is celebrated 
from the eve of April 14 to April 22 
at night. The two traditional Seder 
meals take place on the eves of the 
14th and 15th.

Passover is a Biblical holiday which 
celebrates the exodus of the Jewish 
nation from slavery in ancient Egypt. 
Yet, our Sages teach us that although 
the actual events of the Passover sto-
ry transpired thousands of years ago, 
true celebration of Passover entails 
extracting the practical life-messages 
hidden within the events and apply-
ing them to our personal lives in this 
modern day and age. Of such there 
are many. Let’s discuss one of them.

The Bible tells us of how King Phar-
aoh mercilessly enslaved the Jews, forc-
ing them to perform backbreaking la-
bor for him. The Jews cried out in pain 
to G-d to save them. G-d sent Moses, 
the Jewish leader, to Pharaoh to beseech 
on their behalf. Despite Moses’ pleas, 
Pharaoh refused and the slavery ensued, 
more bitter and harsh than ever.

Even after G-d sent plague after 
plague upon Pharaoh and his nation, 
Pharaoh did not waver in his deci-
sion and refused to emancipate his 
slaves. Only after the tenth plague, 
Death of the Firstborn, did Pharaoh 
have a change of heart and agree to 

free them. Finally! After 210 years 
of bondage, the Jews were on their 
way to freedom, headed towards the 
Promised Land.   

Yet, only four days after their de-
parture, Pharaoh retracted his deci-
sion and sent his cohorts to pursue 
the Jews and bring them back to 
Egypt as slaves. They overcame the 
Jews just as they reached the shores 
of the Red Sea.  

Trapped by the sea on one side 
and the Egyptians on the other, the 
Jews were unsure of what to do.  Mi-
raculously, the sea before them split 

and the Jews crossed through on dry 
land. The water returned to its origi-
nal state just as the last Jew crossed, 
barring their enemies from pursuing 
them further. 

Our Sages teach us that there is 
much to be learned from the fact that 
Pharaoh continued to pursue the 
Jews, even after they were initially 
freed. For us today, the story teaches 
that there are two types of slavery 
we can be subjected to, and thus two 
types of freedom we must acquire in 
order to be truly free. 

One form of slavery, or limitation, 
is from without. These are external 
factors which limit us. They can be 
our childhood, our bosses, our jobs, 
our relationships, or anything that 
prevents us from fully expressing 
ourselves and reaching our true po-
tentials.

Then there is another type of slav-
ery, or limitation. This type doesn’t 
come from without, it comes from 
within. These are internal factors 
which limit us. They can be our anger, 
our vanity, our laziness, our greed, 
etc.  In short, our own inhibitions 
prevent us from accomplishing and 
bringing out the best in ourselves.   

Getting rid of external slavery will 
not necessarily make you a free per-
son. You can leave Egypt and still 
turn around to find Pharaoh chasing 
you. It is up to each of us to transcend 
the Egypt within ourselves, work 
through our own weaknesses and 
challenges, and do our best to rise 
above them. Then we are truly free 
and can enter the “Promised Land.”  
Happy Passover!

PHOTO bY GArY UrbANOWiCz 
Janet Mainiero (left) of Croton, project director of the bCC 9/11 Memorial, recently presented a 
World Trade Center Twin Towers medallion plaque to then-Mayor Sean Murray (center).  Also shown 
are (L-r:) Nicolas zachary, trustee; Susan Mathews, village secretary; Theresa knickerbocker, then-
trustee now mayor; richard funchion, trustee; Stephanie Porteus, village attorney; kevin Hay, village 
administrator; and Duane Jackson, trustee. buchanan officials used their own money to help defray 
the costs of the buchanan*Cortlandt*Croton-on-Hudson (bCC) 9/11 remembrance Memorial, 
which is nearing completion at Croton Landing on the banks of the Hudson river. The medallion is 
one of nine different designs created by architect James rhodes, who also designed the bCC 9/11 
Memorial.  Each original medallion depicts an event that took place on September 11, 2001. 

caption.



April 8 - April 14, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

H H H H H H H H 

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

Stay & Play Club
Before (starting Sept. 2014) or 

After School Programs-
Open till 6pm for Lakeland 

Elementary school aged children

RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Susan Morris
Susan N. Morris, longtime resident 

of Yorktown and more recently living in 
Mahopac, died on March 30 after a long 
and courageous battle with cancer. She 
was 76.

She was born in 1937 in Catskill, 
NY to the late David and Alice New-
man. She graduated from Hastings HS 
in 1955 and went on to earn a degree 
in education from SUNY Oneonta. She 
worked in the Ossining School District 
for many years until she retired in 1998. 
In her retirement, she was a devoted 
volunteer for the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation of the Hudson Valley, working 
as a wish granter for the Hudson Valley 
Wish House.

She is survived by her son, Craig 
Morris of Draper, Utah; and daughter, 
Kathi McLiverty of Pittsford, New York; 

daughter-in-law, Kathy Morris; son-in-
law, Alan McLiverty and grandchildren, 
Justin, Kristin, Kimiko and Samantha. 
Known to many as “Grandma Sue,” she 
will be forever cherished and deeply 
missed by all who knew her. A memorial 
service was held at Clark Funeral Home 
in Yorktown.

Mary Cioffi
Mary Susan Cioffi, a long-time resi-

dent of Peekskill, died on March 30. She 
was 96.

She worked as an assembler at Gross-
man’s in Peekskill until retiring in 1979. 
She was born on May 14, 1917 in Mount 
Pleasant, to Frank and Catherine Black 
Zaccari. On October 11, 1936, she mar-
ried Giuseppe Cioffi at the Assumption 
Church in Peekskill. She was a member 
of the Catholic Daughters and a volun-

teer for Foster Grandparents at the Oak-
side School for over 25 years. She loved 
her garden and plants and worked in the 
Oakside School greenhouse until she was 
90 years old.

She is survived by her daughter Cath-
leen DeCrenza and her husband Pe-
ter of Peekskill and daughter-in-law 
Barbara Cioffi of Martinez, GA; five 
grandchildren, Joseph (Mary) Cioffi, 
Michele DePalma, Albert (Kim) Jacob, 
Michael (Shannon) Cioffi and Susan 
(Mike) Boone. Also surviving are five 
great-grandchildren, Vanessa, Chris-
topher, Brandon, Makenzie and Payne, 
one great-great-granddaughter Kayla. 
Predeceased by a daughter Margaret 
Jacobs and son-in-law Albert Jacobs, a 
son Joseph Cioffi and a grandson Albert 
Peter DeCrenza, Jr. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held at Assumption Church. 
Interment followed at Assumption Cem-
etery.

Doris Ferraro
Doris L. Ferraro, a native of Ossining, 

died on April 2. She was 80.
She was born in Ossining, on March 

14, 1934 to Anthony and Elise (Fiore) 
Furnaro. She was a graduate of Ossi-
ning High School and worked for the 

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers for 
36 years. She is survived by her loving 
husband of 60 years Frank J. Ferraro, 
their children Frank A. (Debbie) Fer-
raro, Diane Faramo (Jeff ), Joe (Midge) 
Ferraro and Dorinne (Joe) Kopfen-
steiner. Also surviving are 10 grand-
children, five great-grandchildren and 
her sister Patricia Consaga. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated at St. 
Theresa’s in Briarcliff Manor. Inter-
ment followed at St. Augustine’s Cem-
etery in Ossining.

Mary Montague
Mary Montague, a resident of Ossin-

ing, died on April 1. She was 98. 
She was born in Ossining December 

20, 1915 to Joseph and Rose Sperano. 
She was a member of the St. Ann’s So-
dality and the Ossining Golden Agers. 
She was predeceased by her husband 
Anthony. She is survived by her sons 
Anthony (Josephine), Larry (Joan), Pe-
ter, daughter Joanne Bardari (Anthony), 
grandchildren Tony, Bobby, Steven, Lar-
ry, Michael, Kim, David, Richard, Maria 
and 10 great-grandchildren. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held at St. Ann’s 
Church, followed by burial at Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery.

 Obituaries
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Baldwin Place 
Golf Center

57 Rte 6 • Baldwin Place NY 10505
914-628-4653 (GOLF)

New Mats • Balls • Targets
 Club Repair • Private and Group lessons

PGA Pro on staff
Senior day • Ladies Day 

Kids under 12 Free Everyday *  
( * with adult)

Now Open!

APRiL SPECiAL

$6 Large Bucket
Mon - Friday With coupon

Expires 4-30 - 14

By Martin Wilbur
Democratic county lawmakers inten-

sified calls last week to raise the mini-
mum age to legally purchase cigarettes 
in Westchester to 19 years old, citing 
evidence that smoking at early ages in-
creases the likelihood of addiction.

Democratic Majority Leader Cath-
erine Borgia (D-Ossining) was joined 
by Chairman Michael Kaplowitz (D-
Somers) and Legislator MaryJane Shim-
sky (D-Hastings-on-Hudson) outside 
Rocky’s Deli in Millwood to gather sup-
port for the proposed legislation. 

Borgia said the rationale behind in-
creasing the minimum age by one year to 
buy any tobacco products was to make it 
more difficult for teenagers, particularly 
high school students, to gain access to 
them. Since the overwhelming majority 
of students finish high school by 18, there 
would be less of a chance for younger stu-
dents to be enticed and start smoking.

“The younger a person starts with any 
kind of negative habit the more powerful 
the addiction and the more difficult it is 
to stop that addiction,” Borgia said.

Kaplowitz and Shimsky said they 
enthusiastically support the proposal. 
Shimsky, who is optimistic the proposal 
will pass, explained that scientific evi-
dence has shown that early use of tobac-
co is more addictive and limits the ability 

of those to delay gratification and make 
choices of their own free will.

“I am so glad that Legislator Borgia has 
initiated this effort,” Shimsky said. “This 
is so, so very important for the health of 
our adolescents and young adults.”

The location for the press conference 
was selected because the deli’s owner, 
Greg Santone, voluntarily ended ciga-
rette sales at his store on Route 100 in 
2007. He said many people questioned 
his judgment but with students from 
the local high schools some of his most 
frequent customers, he concluded that 

tobacco products were something he 
should do without.

“I just felt like I didn’t want to profit 
from a product that hurts so many peo-
ple’s lives,” Santone said.

Statistics from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services revealed 
that health problems caused by tobacco 
use is the leading cause of preventable 
death in the United States, said Makeda 
James, Westchester County coordina-
tor for POW’R Against Tobacco. About 
480,000 Americans die of health condi-
tions linked to tobacco use each year.

Another report from the federal agen-
cy revealed that 700 teenagers in the 
United States under the age of 18 will 
start smoking every day. Nearly one-
third of them will die from health com-
plications stemming from smoking.

If passed by the Board of Legislators, 
Westchester would join Nassau and 
Onondega counties in raising the legal 
purchasing age to 19, according to As-
semblywoman Sandra Galef (D-Ossin-
ing). New York City and Suffolk County 
have already increased the legal age to 
buy tobacco products to 21.

Galef said she is continuing to push for 
a statewide bill to increase the age to 19. 
Getting Westchester to adopt the change 
would be a major step in that direction.

“Having Westchester adopt 19 is so 
significant,” Galef said. “Westchester is 
a very large county, it’s a very influential 
county and going forward with this it’s 
saying a lot to the rest of my colleagues 
on the legislature.”

Kaplowitz, who previously co-au-
thored the Smoke-Free Workplace Law 
in Westchester, said the county should 
do everything in its power to promote 
the health and safety of its youth.

“As a legislature, if we can facilitate even 
a small part in preventing our young peo-
ple from starting this deadly habit, it is 
important that we do so,” Kaplowitz said.

County Lawmakers Push to Raise Age of Legal Tobacco Purchases

MArTiN WiLbUr PHOTO
County Legislator Catherine borgia is leading the charge among Westchester officials in pressing for an 
increase in the legal age to purchase tobacco.
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www. MoheganLakeVW.com

Mohegan Lake Motors
Rt 6 Mohegan Lake, NY (914) 528-8076

“ I T ’ S  N O T  J U S T  A B O U T  T H E  C A R ”

A Birds Eye View 
Of The Perfect 
Volkswagen!

* SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER A TIER. 
36 MONTH CLOSED END LEASE, 10K MILES ALLOW-
ANCE,  FIRST PAYMENT & ACQ FEE DUE AT SIGNING, 
$10044 TOTAL PAYMENTS PURCHASE OPTION AT 
$14334. 10K MILES ALLAWANCE, $.20 OVERAGE, TAX, 
TITLE TAG ADDITIONAL.

2014 VW Beetle Convertible
$279 $0 Down Payment

That’s Zero, Zilch, 
Nada, Nothing!36  Months With $0 Down and Only Tax, 

1st Payment, Acq Fee Due At Signing. 
10K Mile Allowance, 20¢ Overage

All New Design...The Bug Is Back In The Beetle!
Automatic, Power Top, Power Windows & Locks, 50/50 Split Rear Seat, Car net, AM/FM CD, 

Power Heated Mirrors, Cruise Control and more!

Only 12 Available 

At This Price!
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Games
Swimming
Arts & Crafts
Tennis
Sports

Games
Swimming
Arts & Crafts
Tennis
Sports

Monday–Friday

April 14–18
Monday–Friday

April 14–18

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons, Sports,
Carnival, Camp Musical & so Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 1/20/2014   12:08:30 PM

9am-3pm

Contact Lynn Hertel
lhertel@sawmillclub.com
914-733-4038 
77 Kensico Drive, 
Mt Kisco NY 10549

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Pleasantville Community TV Fundraiser Gala
Honoring William F. Flooks, Jr.

President of the
Owner of

Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce

Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc.

Journal Ad

Opportunities

are available

Silent Auction

PCTV is a 501c3 organization
RSVP jsk23g@yahoo.com by April 23rd

914-589-8976 for questions

Saturday, May 3rd. 2014

$125.00 per person

6pm cocktails  7pm dinner
Rowsley Estate

37 Drake Rd.   Scarsdale, N.Y.

Jean-Jacques’ Culinary Creations

checks to be made out to PCTV
2 Jackson Street

Pleasantville, NY 10570
or payable via paypal at www.pctv76.org

By Martin Wilbur
Area state legislators were generally 

supportive of the $138 billion 2014-15 
New York State budget approved in Al-
bany last week giving high marks to most 
of the main features of the new spending 
plan.

Tax cuts, including Governor Andrew 
Cuomo’s property tax freeze proposal, 
and increases in school aid  were lauded 
by most lawmakers in what was another 
on-time budget. All four budgets during 
Cuomo’s administration have met the 
Apr. 1 deadline.

“Overall, I felt like the budget had a 
lot of good features for responsible fis-
cal planning,” said Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains).

The centerpiece of Cuomo’s original 
plan remained intact, the three-year $1.5 
billion initiative to offset property taxes 
for homeowners if taxing jurisdictions 
stay within the cap. For those property 
owners who live in an area where their 
school district adheres to the cap for the 
2014-15 school budget, rebate checks 
will be mailed out before the end of Oc-
tober, Buchwald said.

Starting in 2015 and running for the 
remainder of the three-year period, there 
will be credits given on the state income 
tax. During the second year of the three-
year agreement, municipalities will have 

to develop a cost-savings plan to contin-
ue to have their constituents keep their 
property taxes frozen.

Other tax cutting measures included 
the elimination of the 5.9 percent in-
come tax for manufacturers and eventu-
ally raising the threshold for the estate 
tax from $1 million to about $5 million.

An additional $1.1 billion in school 
aid was provided statewide. In state Sen. 
Greg Ball’s (R-Patterson) 40th District, 
for example, more than $17.5 million in 
additional aid over the current year will 
be coming back.

The state also set aside more than $1.5 
billion over the next five years to pay 
for Universal Pre-K. Most of the mon-
ey--$300 million a year--will go to New 
York City. An additional $40 million is 
available for districts throughout the rest 
of the state.

Ball said the budget passed on March 
31, will help families cope with what has 
been a very expensive state to live in.

“In a real way, this budget delivers ad-
ditional property tax relief to hardwork-
ing taxpayers, reduces costs for business-
es so they can create new jobs and gives 
students the tools they need to receive a 
first-class education,” Ball said in a state-
ment.

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 
also was pleased with most of the main 

provisions of the budget, including edu-
cation aid. He said while he would have 
like to have seen some mandate relief as 
well as a full repeal of the MTA payroll 
tax, there was more to support than to 
criticize.

Meanwhile, Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef (D-Ossining), a strong supporter 
of the tax freeze proposal, said she was 
pleased that the freeze was included and 
to see increased school aid. However, 
Galef is hopeful that the legislature can 
build off the freeze and eventually re-
verse taxes.

“That’s what this tax freeze does, it 
goes to the next step,” she said. “We’re 
not trying to keep your taxes here, we’re 
trying to figure out how we can start to 
lover them for the future.”

The harshest words for the new budget 
came from Assemblyman Thomas Ab-
inanti (D-Pleasantville), who called it “a 
cruel budget” while predicting that Cuo-

mo’s consolidation and shared services 
plan will fail.

 “The focus is on taxes, not on people 
and it shifts the responsibility of solving 
those tax problems to the local govern-
ments and school districts,” Abinanti 
said. “The way to reduce property taxes 
is for the state to bear its tax burden. The 
governor’s consolidation formula will 
not work. I have spoken with many may-
ors and supervisors and they say they can 
never save the necessary amount. The re-
sult is going to be drastic cuts in services 
and laying off of people.”

Abinanti, however, was supportive 
of another sharp increase in education 
funding with significant increases on the 
horizon for most Westchester districts. 
But he criticized the lack of commitment 
for special needs students, people with 
disabilities and environmental conserva-
tion. 

Pat Casey contributed to this article.

Lawmakers Give State Budget High Marks for Freeze, School Aid
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The Rugged Boot & Shoe Company
Mohegan Lake

By Neal Rentz
The Rugged Boot & Shoe Company in 

Mohegan Lake is not your typical shoe 
store, according to its owners. 

You do not even have to enter the store 
to see that it is different. The building 
housing the store was a schoolhouse 
decades earlier and the owners had 
constructed an addition that resembles a 
train caboose.

Rob Reinstein and his wife Nancy, 
who reside in Cortlandt, offer only 
footwear and related products, unlike a 
department store.

The store was started 42 years ago by 
Reinstein’s father-in-law Herb Hirshan. 
The store has been operated out of its 
current East Main Street location since 
1977. “Route 6 has a very high traffic 
flow,” Hirshan said. “He was looking for 
a place to buy,” Reinstein added. 

The previous tenant of the building 
used it for a junk business, Reinstein said. 
Decades before that it was utilized as a 
two-room school, which opened in 1911, 
he said, adding that the original floor and 
school bell are still in the building.

The caboose was added in the late 
1970s and was originally created to sell 
children’s clothing, with much of the 

items resembling what a railroad worker 
would wear, Reinstein explained. 

The business was originally a clothing 
store and a separate facility that offered 
boots in its previous location behind 
the current location. “We used to have 

next door, there’s another business there 
now, we used to have boots and we used 
to call it the Rugged Boot. That’s where 
we had all our work boots. And in the 
late ‘80s we combined everything into 
one building so we called it the Rugged 

Boot & Clothing Company.  And the 
when we went to all shoes in the mid-
90’s we changed it to the Rugged Boot,” 
Reinstein said.

The store offers work boots, hiking 
boots, sneakers, walking shoes, casual 
shoes, dress shoes, sandals and clogs, as 
well as socks and accessories. “We sell the 
best shoes in the world,” Hirshan said.

While the store tries to sell as many 
American made footwear as possible, 
about 70 percent of the store’s footwear 
are imported from China and Europe.  
“We specialize in widths and comfort,” 
Reinstein said. “We specialize in very big 
sizes.

Reinstein said he and his wife sought 
a rugged New England-Adirondack 
Mountains look for the store, which 
features wood chairs. “Most shoe stores 
have the same look every time you walk 
in,” he said. The owners wanted their 
store to be “more exciting.”

Service and offering “high quality 
product” are the keys to the store’s 
decades long success,  Reinstein said. 

The Rugged Boot & Shoe Company is 
located at 3256 E. Main St. in Mohegan 
Lake. For more information call 914-
528-1900 or visit theruggedboot.com.

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL rENTz PHOTO
Outside of  The rugged boot & Shoe Company on route 6 in Mohegan Lake.

“Want FREE Checking?  Prefer NOW Checking?  
My Apple Bank offers a choice —

Plus a $100 Bonus with Direct Deposit!”

wIth Direct Deposit into Grand Yield NOW
Checking or TOTALLY FREE  ExtraValue Checking

Get
**$1000.50% 

Grand Yield
NOW Checking

no other accounts required

APY* 1.05% 

2 Year CD

APY***
$1,000 minimum to open

*Grand Yield NOW Checking may be opened with $100 minimum deposit.  $2,500 minimum daily balance required to earn the current 0.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) and avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce earn-
ings.  Please see account disclosure for details. 0.50% APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  **Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance. Direct 
Deposit $100 bonus offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit of a recurring payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified 
within 60 days of account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recurring payment must be payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 will be considered interest 
earned on your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income for that calendar year.  Checking accounts cannot be opened with funds from an existing Apple Bank account.  
One bonus offer per customer.  Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch.  APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at any time without prior notice.  

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

apple bk - EXAMINER - FREE Capple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - CHECKING-$100 DD-CD - CATHY CORBI - (4-2014).indd   1 4/2/2014   10:34:52 AM
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A 
Happy 
Easter 
and a 

Joyous 
Passover

Tires •Brakes •Front End •Exhausts

ASC Auto Care
3451 Crompond Rd. (Rt.202, just west of BJ's) 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 914-930-1999
Tune-Ups • Computer Diagnostic

Oil Change
$2495

Includes Free Rotation & 
Safety Check • Expires 6/30/14 

Spring Spe
cial

914-737-8375
1719 Main Street, Route 6 • Peekskill

 (3/4 mile West of Beach Shopping Center)
Find us on Facebook

For All Your 
Passover & 

Easter 
Beverage 
Needs.

Look for our Special Announcement coming soon!

1500 Baldwin Road Yorktown Heights 
On the Mohansic Golf Course!

914-962-9300 • www.MohansicGrill.com

Easter Brunch • Sunday April 20












Friday, April 11th • Starting at 7:30PM 


Saturday, April 12th • Starting at 7:30PM 

Retrospekt - Hits You All Know from the 50s-70s

�	My Gym Yorktown Heights • 42 Triangle Center North 
Yorktown Heights, NY, 10598

 (914) 302-7705

My Gym delivers 
award winning programs 

for children ages 
6 weeks through 13 years

 Non-competitive 
gymnastics, sports, 

and fantastic birthday parties! 
Your fi rst class is �F�R�E�E!

�w�w�w�.�m�y�g�y�m�.�c�o�m�/�y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n�h�e�i�g�h�t�s
�	�y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n�@�m�y�g�y�m�.�c�o�m

 Spring and Summer 
Camps 

enrolling now!

Now under new management! Old Bet 
Farm Market

261 Route 202 • Somers
914-617-8450

Spend $25 or more and get
A Dozen Eggs FREE!

with this ad. Expires  4/14/14.

All your Fruit & Vegetable 
needs for the

Holiday are available here in your 
“back yard”!

We also have special holiday cakes!

A Joyous Passover!

(914) 962-PINK (7465)
155 Route 202, 

Lincolndale, Somers
www.thepinkdoguepetsalon.com

The Pink Dogue Pet Salon
Dog & Cat Grooming

Nancy Butterfi ed, Pet Stylist
Bring your pet in for a holiday 

grooming . Call for an appt.20% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

With our New Stylist Madi • With this ad. Expires 7/1/14
251 Underhill Ave., Suite E, Yorktown Heights

914-455-3680

Primadonna 
Hair Design

Hop on in for this Egg-cellent deal!

www.sansottadeli.com

2008 Crompond Rd. 
Cortlandt Manor

�(�N�e�a�r�	�H�u�d�s�o�n�	�V�a�l�l�e�y�	�H�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�	�C�e�n�t�e�r�)
914-737-1100 • Fax 914-737-1109

2 Westbrook Drive
Cortlandt Manor
914-526-4260

Fax 914-526-4912

Quality Foods At Neighborhood Prices

DELICATESSEN
BUTCHER & CATERING

GIFT BASKETS

LOGO 2013

Order Your Easter Items Today

We accept Visa, 
M/C & Amex

Quality Foods At Neighborhood Prices

DELICATESSEN
BUTCHER & CATERING

GIFT BASKETS

LOGO 2013

�“ �”

Traditional Pizza Rustica
•Antipasto Platters

•Hot Entrees & Sides Available
•Fresh Pasta •Fresh Mozzarella
•Pies. Cookies•Pastries & Cakes

and much more!

BUTCHER DEPARTMENT
•Fresh Prime Domestic Leg of Lamb

•Fresh Ham • Smoked Ham
Fresh Turkeys •Filet Mignon • Fresh Sausage Made on Premises

�a�n�d�	�m�u�c�h�	�m�o�r�e�!

Catering Hall available, call for information

Quality Foods At Neighborhood Prices

DELICATESSEN
BUTCHER & CATERING

GIFT BASKETS

LOGO 2013

Quality Foods At Neighborhood Prices

DELICATESSEN
BUTCHER & CATERING

GIFT BASKETS

LOGO 2013

1761 Front Street,
Yorktown Heights
914-243-4537

Weekday LUNCH SPECIAL 11am to 1pm
Weekday HAPPY HOUR 7pm to 9pm 

30% OFF
Any Regular Priced Tanning Package 

of 3 or more Sessions

All services must be used by the same customer, no sharing of packages.  
Not combined with any other o� er or discount.  Expires 4/30/2014

Sole’ Tan
AND MORE!

1811 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights NY • 914-962-9474

In the Heart of Yorktown
Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5:30 • Thurs Eves til 7 

NOW FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
www.WishesBoutique.com

chavez for charity is a collection of colorful bracelets created to raise 
money and awareness for some of today’s most important and 

necessary charitable initiatives. 

Each color represents a specifi c charity. Twenty-fi ve percent of gross 
proceeds from the sale of each bracelet goes to its corresponding cause.

Think of Wishes when you need that perfect gift 
for all the wonderful people in your life, or you just 

want to treat yourself to something special.






YORKTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2300 CROMPOND ROAD (Route 202 Yorktown)

Call 914.962.5749 for information

Maundy Thursday - THURSDAY, April 17th
7:00 PM Service of Holy Communion

in the Sanctuary Garden

Good Friday - FRIDAY, April 18th
Noon – 3:00 PM Sanctuary open for prayer & devotion

7:00 PM Worship Service (a journey to the Cross)

Yorktown Examiner:
1/4 Page (Vertical)...................... 4.7813” x 5.8” ($220)
1/8 Page (Horizontal)...................... 4.7813” x 2.8” ($110)
1/16 Pages (Vertical)...................... 2.2969” x 2.8” ($55)

Ad Insertion Instructions
YE Display Ad

Double box (3.7143” W x 4.4307” H)
YUMC Holy Week Ad

04/08/14 & 04/15/14 papers

HAPPY EASTER  ~  SUNDAY, APRIL 20th
 5:45 AM   Sunrise Service
 8:30 AM  Taizé Service
 10:00 AM  Celebration & Service of      

Holy Communion with musical offerings 
by The Methodicats, YUMC Senior & Youth 
Choirs conducted by Ms. Norine Castine, 
Director of Music.  Rev. Gene Ott, Pastor. 

 11:45 AM – Easter Egg Hunt
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By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel  
Spring is finally here, so pack up the 

family or invite friends and head off to 
the New York Botanical Gardens to see a 
wonderful exhibition about orchids. For 
those of us old enough to remember the 
comic strip series featuring Brenda Star, 
a newspaper reporter, you will also know 
that orchids played an important part in 
this “drama” comic strip.  Brenda’s “mys-
tery man-love interest” appeared from 
secret travels and was fond of orchids. 
He raised black orchids, in some far and 
distant land.  He was able to pop up now 
and then in the series just when Brenda 
needed help and tear himself away from 
his hobby of raising rare black orchids. 
From this childhood series, the orchid 
has continued to be a reminder of how 
its beauty, delicate nature and exotic al-
lure capture the imagination.

Orchids
The New York Botanical Garden 

(NYBG) is currently featuring ‘The Orchid 
Show: Key West Contemporary’, bringing 
the warmth of Florida to New York City. 
The exhibition is on view in the Enid A. 
Haupt Conservatory’s Victorian-style glass 
house through April 21. It includes a mag-
nificent walk through ‘A World of Plants,’ 
the Conservatory’s permanent exhibition. 
Orchids will also be highlighted through-
out the ‘Palms of the World Gallery,’ ‘Tropi-
cal Rain Forest Galleries,’ and the ‘Aquatic 
Plants and Vines Gallery.’ Enjoying ‘The 
Orchid Show: Key West Contemporary’ is 
truly an alluring showcase for garden lov-
ers, warm weather enthusiasts and those 
in need of a flower fix or a day long tropi-
cal getaway to perk up them up from their 
winter doldrums. The garden evoked in 
the exhibition is inspired by a garden origi-
nally designed for Susan Henshaw Jones, 
President of the Museum of the City of 
New York, and Judge Richard K. Eaton. 
Sleek geometric details of fountain walls, 
landing pads, a water garden, and benches 
blend with the natural look of plants and 
flowers. At every angle, soaring angular 
pergolas and trellises will be enveloped by 
thousands of brightly colored orchids, in-
cluding ‘Vanda’ (rainbow orchids), ‘Dend-
robium’ (cane orchids), and ‘Cymbidium’ 
(Asian corsage orchids). 

Facts about Orchids 
Orchids represent the height of evolu-

tionary success in the plant kingdom. They 
conjure up other images compared to oth-
er flowers we may think about when try-
ing to describe this delicate bloom. Words 
such as exotic, fragile, and breathtaking 
often come to mind. With more than 
30,000 naturally occurring species, they 

are the largest family of flowering plants. 
Orchids are adaptable, diverse, and grow 
in almost every habitat, from semi-desert 
to Arctic tundra, on every continent except 
Antarctica. There are over 25,000 verified 
natural orchid varieties in the world, mak-
ing orchids the largest family of plants in 
the world! Besides these figures, there are 
over 120,000 registered hybrid orchids, 
which mean they were cross bred with two 
or more orchids.  They come in a dazzling 
range of sizes, from miniatures with tiny 
flowers less than 1/16 of an inch in diam-
eter to giants more than 25 feet tall with 
flower spikes up to 10 feet long. Orchids 
also come in an amazing array of colors 
and shapes. Some mimic bees, wasps, but-
terflies, and moths. Others have unusual 
buckets, traps, and trigger mechanisms. 
These adaptations help ensure that insect 
pollinators visit the flowers. Because or-
chid flowers have specialized reproductive 
parts and their pollen is a single mass, in-
dividual grains of pollen cannot disperse as 
with other flowers. As a result, each orchid 
flower has only one chance to transfer pol-
len to another flower.  On display at the 
NYBG there are more than 6,000 orchids 
representing 2,273 taxa (different types) 
in the Garden’s permanent collection. The 
NYBG has orchids from all of the floristic 
regions of the world, including Australia, 
Africa, South America, and Madagascar. 
Because the Garden is committed to orchid 
research and conservation, its scientists 
study the botany and ecology of orchids; 
what they discover is useful to conservation 
work that will ensure the future of these ex-
traordinary plants in nature. The Garden’s 
resident orchid expert is Marc Hachadou-
rian, Manager of the Nolen Greenhouses 
for Living Collections. With more than 15 
years of commercial and specialized horti-
cultural experience, he supervises the care 
of the botanical collections, including the 
extensive orchid collection and exhibition 

plants in the Nolen Greenhouses.  Orchid 
and Key West-related programming ac-
companies the exhibition, including tropi-
cal rock and island music performances, a 
Key West Poetry Walk, and Orchid Eve-
nings

Workshops 
Visitors to this orchid show can also 

avail themselves to the many work-
shops, Home Gardening Demonstra-
tions and Q&A sessions where, among 
other indulgences, taking in the varied 
fragrances of orchids, getting up close 
to miniatures, and obtaining orchid-care 
tips are made easy.  There is something 
for the children, too. In the interactive 
Chocolate and Vanilla Adventure pro-
gram held in the Everett Children’s Ad-
venture Garden, children will learn the 
story of the vanilla orchid and cacao 
(chocolate) tree, which is native to Bra-
zil.  The Garden’s Continuing Education 
program offers one-day orchid-centered 
floral design, botanical illustration, and 
gardening classes. Add to these work-
shops the Garden’s docent-led tours, Sat-
urday book signings, and Tuesday Talks 
and you have a full and varied schedule 
based on the theme of orchids.

Cocktail evenings
The NYBG presents Orchid Evenings 

for visitors to ‘The Orchid Show’ age 21 
and over. During select weekend eve-
nings, enjoy a complimentary signature 
cocktail, music, and an all grown-up 
viewing of the wildly popular annual 
exhibition.  It’s the perfect date night for 
singles or married couples, or for get-
togethers with friends. On Saturdays 
through April 18, guests can enjoy a 

cocktail in the Enid A. Haupt Conserva-
tory with its thousands of spectacular 
flowers. The unforgettable beauty of the 
setting makes for one of New York City’s 
most romantic date destinations. Your 
ticket includes a complimentary cock-
tail and special dinner offers at some of 
Arthur Avenue’s outstanding restaurants. 
Advance tickets are recommended and 
are available for purchase at nybg.org. 

Shopping 
After touring these breathtaking ex-

hibits there is little doubt that visitors 
will want to take home an orchid plant 
of their own. Located in the Garden’s 
Leon Levy Visitor Center, the Shop in 
the Garden is a destination not to be 
missed during the Orchid Show. There 
are thousands of top quality orchids, 
from exotic, hard to find specimens 
for connoisseurs to elegant yet easy to 
grow varieties for the beginner that will 
be available for purchase in the Shop. 
There are also hundreds of orchid books 
and a large assortment of plants fea-
tured in the show such as bromeliads 
and philodendrons. Cell phone tour 
stops in Shop in the Garden will pro-
vide answers to frequently asked orchid 
questions and allow visitors to dial up 
care tips on watering and feeding, re-
blooming and repotting for several spe-
cific types of orchids on sale in the Shop 
during the length of the exhibition.

Information
 
The NYBG is a museum of plants lo-

cated at Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
and Fordham Road. It is easy to reach by 
Metro-North Railroad or subway. The 
Botanical Garden is open year-round, 
Tuesday through Sunday and Monday 
federal holidays. During The Orchid 
Show, the Garden is open from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and also open on Monday, 
April 14 and Monday, April 21. The best 
way to enjoy the Garden during The Or-
chid Show is with the All-Garden Pass, 
which includes admission to the grounds 
as well as to seasonal gardens, exhibi-
tions, and attractions such as the Enid 
A. Haupt Conservatory, Everett Chil-
dren’s Adventure Garden, Rock Garden, 
and Tram Tour.  Discounts available for 
groups of 15 or more; contact Group 
Tours, 718.817.8687. For more infor-
mation, please call 718.817.8700 or visit 
nybg.org. This highly informative site 
includes directions, visitor web info, sci-
ence, library, gardening online, continu-
ing education, school programs, teacher 
development, family fun and more!  The 
New York Botanical Garden is located at 
2900 Southern Boulevard, Bronx, New 

Orchid Show: Splendor at the New York Botanical Garden

 PHOTO bY EvELYN J. MOCbEiCHEL
The Orchid Show runs through April 21.

York 10458.
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Women who have fought to claim their 
right to have jobs traditionally reserved 
for men have always fascinated me, and I 
have championed their cause.    

When I was an operations officer at 
the Culinary Institute of America in 
the 1970s, I looked around 
and saw that only two of the 
1,200 enrolled students were 
women. I knew that some-
thing was wrong and set out 
on a promotional campaign 
to open American kitchens to 
women chefs. 

By the time I left the insti-
tute in 1980, one-third of the 
student population was female, 
and today when I read about 
remarkable achievements of 
women chefs, I feel that some-
how I had a little something to 
do with that.

It was only natural that when 
I recently attended Author’s 
Day at the Mahopac Public Li-
brary to talk about my book, “Musings 
of the Home Guru,” I was delighted to 
find myself seated near an author named 
Leslie M. Jasper who had written a book 
called “Construction Tales: Volume I, A 
Woman’s Journey to Become an Electri-
cian.” Involved for a dozen years in real 
estate and construction, I had never met 

a woman electrician. I couldn’t stop my-
self from asking how she came to choose 
that line of work.

“It came by way of the military,” Jas-
per responded, explaining that at 17 
she tested for a military assignment as 

an airplane or construction 
mechanic. She chose the lat-
ter believing it would have 
greater application in civilian 
life. Soon after, she fell in love 
with a serviceman from New 
York, married and arrived in 
Westchester at 19 with a hus-
band and baby in tow, quickly 

becoming a member of the 
electrician’s union.

But tragedy struck when 
her son, Tom, was 18 months 
old. Her husband was killed 
in a motorcycle accident and 
suddenly it was urgent that 
she pursue her chosen line of 
work.  

“I grew up with a father who 
told me that I was smart, strong and ca-
pable of doing whatever I set my mind to 
doing,” Jasper said. “What others found 
shocking and daring, I found natural.

“Acceptance is very important when 
a woman steps into a man’s industry 
and attempts to become an electrician,” 
she continued. “In the beginning when 

I was given an assignment here and 
there, some of the guys would call me 
‘Monica,’ a crude way to imply how I 
was getting my breaks, but I carried on, 
working as hard as I could to learn my 
craft. Once I showed how hard I was 
willing to work, guys were more willing 
to show me how to become an electri-
cian. It never made sense to me that a 
woman could not handle a task strictly 
based on the fact that she is a woman. 
If anything, women typically have an 
eye for detail and are very thorough 
when doing a task.”

Jasper embarked on a more than five-
year apprenticeship to become a jour-
neywoman electrician that earns her 
the right to compete independently for 
jobs without having to be under the di-
rection of another electrician. She was 
doing very well, but after 2009 when the 
effects of the recession caught up with 
the construction trades, she found her-
self largely unemployed. Jasper returned 
to school to earn a master’s degree in 
business and looked around for part-
time work.

During the course of a subsequent 
interview for this article, she happened 
to mention that she was knowledgeable 
about construction, having bought a 
foreclosed home in Carmel in 1996, gut-
ted it and rebuilt it from scratch. Plus, 

she’s had a real estate license since 2007, 
albeit inactive since 2011.

A light bulb went off in my head and I 
closed down the interview with my final 
question: “What are you doing looking 
for part-time jobs? You’re perfect to be a 
real estate agent.” 

Just imagine those first-time buyers 
looking for a fixer-upper and having Jas-
per as their dynamo agent and adviser 
with her background, knowing exactly 
what needs to be done and how to do it. 

Welcome to your new job, Leslie. Wel-
come to The Home Guru Team! 

If you want Jasper to help you find a 
home, call her through our team at 914-
522-2076.

To know more about this extraordi-
nary woman, Jasper’s book can be found 
at  Barnes & Noble and on iTunes.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associ-
ated with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.Primaver-
aPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, real 
estate and development. His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076

A Woman Toughs Her Way Through Construction to Real Estate

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

Hop on over and visit our o�  ce & 
showroom to see the variety of products

on display, or we will bring 
our showroom to you.

EVERY BUNNY DESERVES A MIRACLE!

HAPPY EASTER & PASSOVER

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 

 

   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 

 

   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 

WC10415H99 • PC1817 • YNK3807

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING
DOORS • DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Robert and Mary Sni� en, Owners

showroom to see the variety of products

HAPPY EASTER & PASSOVER
SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERSMahopac 

RailRoad Tie
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Support Connection is holding a con-
test to determine the design for tee-shirts 
to be worn by thousands of walkers at 
their 20th Anniversary Support-A-Walk 
for Breast and Ovarian Cancer.

The Support-A-Walk, to be held on 
Sunday, October 5 at FDR Park in York-
town, was founded by local residents to 
bring attention to the needs of people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, 
and to raise funds for Support Connec-
tion’s free support services for those liv-

ing with these diseases. In 2014, Support 
Connection is celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of this inspiring and uplifting 
community event.

Each year, people travel from across 
the Hudson Valley and beyond to take 
part in the Support-A-Walk. Participants 
of all ages complete a 3-mile walk, often 
in honor of loved ones who are affected 
by breast and ovarian cancer. Families, 
friends, co-workers and teams of walkers 
are invited to walk together. Individuals 
are also welcome to participate.

For the tee-shirt contest, Support 
Connection is inviting middle and high 
school students to create a design that 
will embody the spirit of the organiza-
tion’s mission. The winning design will 
be chosen by Support Connection staff 
and will be featured on 3,000 tee-shirts. 
Designs can be drawn, painted or in dig-
ital format. Students can earn up to five 
hours of community service for partici-
pating.

Before creating a design, students must 
contact Support Connection for details, 
requirements and design specifications. 
Submission deadline is Friday, April 25. 
To learn more about the contest, call 
Christine Katt at 914-962-6402, or email 
walk@supportconnection.org.
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G i a n t  taG  Sale !
Vendors/ Tag Sellers Needed! 

Saturday
May 31st, 2014 

10 - 3pm (Rain or Shine)
Space for 50+ tables

Where:
St. Columbanus Church

Parking lot
122 Oregon Road

Cortlandt Manor, nY 10567

Reserve your table NOW!
Contact:  kenquar@aol.com 
or call Ken @ 914-736-6165

As humans we tend to think of our-
selves as interacting with our surround-
ings through our five senses. But do we 
rely on certain senses more than on oth-
ers? 

Scientists have long known that hu-
mans can discern millions of differ-
ent colors and half a million different 
sounds. To a much lesser ex-
tent, we perceive the world 
around us through our five 
senses of taste and our 10,000 
senses of smell. 

Last week I discussed the 
experiences of these latter two 
senses as we encounter a glass 
of wine.  

Then I read the results of 
a new study just released by 
Rockefeller University’s Lab-
oratory of Neurogenetics. I 
must say it was startling. Part 
scientific chemical analysis 
and part mathematical ex-
trapolations, the study con-
cluded that our sense of smell 
is far greater than we imagined. They 
were able to determine that our sense of 
smell, through our 400 olfactory recep-
tors, is capable of detecting over one tril-
lion fragrances and odors. The number 
boggles my mind. 

Even accepting the results as scientific 
proof, how would I be able to discern 
one trillion separate, distinct, unique 
aromas? And trying to define each one? 
Seemingly impossible. And the study 
would seem to agree. 

My conclusion from this study is that 
there are almost limitless numbers of 

scents that abound around 
us; it is our lack of interest, 
or lack of effort, in seeking 
them out that limits our sen-
sory perception of the natural 
order.   

The lesson to be learned 
here is for all of us to “wake 
up and smell the coffee” or 
“stop and smell the roses.”

Walk into your local cof-
fee bar. As soon as you walk 
in the door, your olfactory 
senses detect “coffee.” But 
the coffee experience is just 
beginning. Along with my 
morning coffee, once a week I 
purchase coffee beans for my 

home brewing machine. As I stand be-
fore the wall of containers of fresh beans 
at The Black Cow in Pleasantville, I can 
sample the individual aromas of each 
fresh coffee. 

It is here where the sensitivity of our 

DNA-generated sense of smell comes 
into play. One container of beans hits you 
in the face with aromas of pungent earth-
iness; the next may be milder, with just a 
hint of earthiness. The next set of aromas 
may be rather neutral with a passing hint 
of chocolate or a barely perceptible fra-
grance of exotic spices. And so on up and 
down the rows of containers. 

This is also the experience I have with 
side-by-side tastings of wines. One per-
son’s sense of citrus fruits in a Sauvignon 
Blanc may be another’s sense of individ-
ual and distinct aromas of Meyer lemon 
or Kaffir lime or Ruby Red grapefruit. My 
perception of ripe black fruit aromas in 
a Cabernet Sauvignon may be another’s 
distinct sense of blackberry, black rasp-
berry, black cherry or Italian black plum.  

Our sense of smell influences our sub-
jective likes and dislikes. Our DNA cre-
ates a database of aromas that allow us to 
instinctively recognize complex objects, 
be they a Costa Rican coffee, a Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon or a Tuscan 
morning redolent of Mediterranean sea 
mist.

Ten thousand components of smell? 
One million? One trillion? More? And 
does it really matter? I’m not sure my 
sensory receptors are that refined, but 
I’m sure it takes voluminous olfactory 

senses to create my internal database of 
distinctive impressions as I encounter 
the world each day.

So what do you perceive in that glass 
of Pinot Noir sitting before you? How 
refined are your DNA-specific olfactory 
senses? Do you discern the cardamom, 
the cumin spices? Does it matter?

This week, open your back door and 
take a (really) deep breath of nature. 
Pour yourself a glass of wine and im-
merse your nose deep into the glass, in-
haling the perfumes emanating from the 
wine. Let your senses guide you through 
the subtle pleasures of life. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted  wine tastings and lectures. 
He also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in in-
stinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Understanding the Nuances of Our Sense of Smell
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Support Connection Holding Tee 
Shirt Design Contest for 20th Walk
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Across
1 Zero
4 One who mocks
11 Oft-donated cells
12 Hold up to ridicule
13 Weighty facility?
14 Republic in the Eastern 
Pyrenees
15 Hitchcock classic
17 “Put a ___ in it” or a new 
Mohegan
Lake Wine & Spirits shop
19 Place of refuge
23 Cool down a lot
25 Plowland, old word
26 Fashions
28 European defense org.
29 Instances of deceit
31 It’s needed for self-
checkout
34 Tartan cap
37 Sedatives
38 Self-image
39 Nautical danger
40 Center of a ball?

Down
1 Eggy drink
2 Wrigley Field flora
3 Slippery one
4 Fix
5 Dead certainty
6 Behind the times
7 R&D in Brewster
8 On behalf of
9 Drop a pop fly
10 Rug
16 Beanie
17 USSR today
18 Columbus Day mo.
20 Criticized harshly
21 Giant slugger Mel
22 Pi follower
24 Narc’s find, maybe
27 Agrees (with)
30 Anthill
31 Software program
32 Rain-forest dweller
33 Outer limit
35 Time period
36 Riotous body

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38

39 40

Across

1 Zero

4 One who mocks

11 Oft-donated cells

12 Hold up to ridicule

13 Weighty facility?

14 Republic in the Eastern Pyrenees

15 Hitchcock classic

17 "Put a ___ in it" or a new Mohegan 
Lake Wine & Spirits shop

19 Place of refuge

23 Cool down a lot

25 Plowland, old word

26 Fashions

28 European defense org.

29 Instances of deceit

31 It's needed for self-checkout

34 Tartan cap

37 Sedatives

38 Self-image

39 Nautical danger

40 Center of a ball?

Down

1 Eggy drink

2 Wrigley Field flora

3 Slippery one

4 Fix

5 Dead certainty

6 Behind the times

7 R&D in Brewster

8 On behalf of

9 Drop a pop fly

10 Rug

16 Beanie

17 USSR today

18 Columbus Day mo.

20 Criticized harshly

21 Giant slugger Mel

22 Pi follower

24 Narc's find, maybe

27 Agrees (with)

30 Anthill

31 Software program

32 Rain-forest dweller

33 Outer limit

35 Time period

36 Riotous body

Crossword

See solution on page 21

Putnam 
   County

Get to Know

PUTNAM COUNTY
Where the Country Begins

PUTNAM COUNTY
Where the Country Begins

Register online at putnamcycling.com

www.VisitPutnam.org

Register Today!
Sat., May 10, 2014

The 3rd Annual
 Putnam Cycling 

Classic 
will have 100-mile & 62-mile 

rides. Each with a timed 
climb and a time trial.

Return of the 
Tour de Putnam 
12 & 24-mile family 
recreational ride.

The Inaugural 
Putnam Pasta Picnic 

with an all-you-can-eat 
spaghetti and meatball 

feast. Open to the public.

Get Ready for the Putnam Cycling Classic, 
the Return of the Tour de Putnam 

and the Inaugural Pasta Picnic
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, April 8
Somers Library Exhibit: Alice Walsh 

is exhibiting “Ex Libris:  Found Art from 
a Public Library” at the Somers Library, 
located in Reis Park, off Route 139, during 
April. Any questions please contact 
somersartgallery@wlsmail.org. Visit Alice’s 
website at www.alicewalsh.com. Call the 
library 914-232-5717 for viewing times in 
the Program Room.

Adult Education: A series of class for 
adults are being held at the York town 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd 
.Mishneh Torah---Every Tuesday, between 
7:30 and 9 p.m. there will be a discussion 
for those who want to delve deeply into 
Jewish practice, philosophy, history, culture 
and related matters. The test used will 
be Maimonides’ MISHNEH TORAH, in 
English.Pirkei Avot--At 11 a.m. on the first 
and third Monday of every month, Rabbi 
Urbas will teach a classic text on ethical 
thinking, combined with practical tips on 
Jewish living. This Talmudic test is a popular 
work for everyone. Understanding Hebrew 
Prayer--- On Mondays, at 7 p.m. Cantor 
Isabel Kopstein will explore the Siddur. 
She will help students already somewhat 
familiar with Hebrew to advance in the 
knowledge of the meanings of prayers. 
almud and the Law--- On Thursdays, at 
10:30 a.m., Wendy Segal will discuss Ethics, 
Talmud and Jewish law.  Cases from a text 
book, the news, and even Judge Judy will 
help in understanding the wisdom of the 
Jewish sages and how to apply that wisdom 
applies to today’s problems. Info: 914-245-
2324 or info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m.to 1 
pm. and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Field Library in Peekskill. No 
appointments are necessary for the free 
service. Meet with a trained counselor 
for information about Medicare Parts 
A, B and D, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help and 
EPIC .You can also call the Senior Benefits 
Information Center helpline with your 
questions at 914-231-3260 and a counselor 
will return your call within two business 
days. For a listing of all eight SBIC centers 
in Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 

government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://
www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, April 9
Women’s Club Event: The Somers 

Women’s Club will offer a special evening 
for potential new members, featuring an 
informational program about the club- 
who we are, what we do, and how we 
function at 7 p.m. at the Somers Library 
in Reis Park (off Route 139). The meeting 
is open to all women of Somers (and 
surrounding communities that do not 
have a women’s club) and women of all 
ages are invited to attend to learn more 
about us, and enjoy a full “Tea” with all 
the trimmings!  There will also be a flower 
arranging demonstration given by local 
florist Heather Maguire. For additional 
information, email swcpresident@yahoo.
com or visit http://somerswomensclub.
com.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar.)  First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, April 10
Somers Library Events: A series of 

programs have been scheduled for this 
week at the Somers Library,  located in Reis 
Park, off Route 139. The Business Council 
of Westchester will present a program 
about the New York Health Benefit 
Exchange for Business on April 10 at 1 p.m. 
The presentation is 30 minutes plus time 
for Q&A. The program will be presented 
by Glen Ganaway, outreach manager for 
the Business Council of Westchester and 
former financial manager for a physicians 
group. Call the library at 914 232-5717 
to register or register online at www.
Somerslibrary.org. M&M Productions 
will perform David Mamet’s “The Water 
Engine” on April 12 from 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
The performance is being sponsored by the 
Friends of the Somers Library. Seating is 

limited and registration is required.  Please 
note that registration does not guarantee 
seating for late arrivals. Call the library at 
914 232-5717 to register or register online 
at www.Somerslibrary.org.  Please cancel 
your registration if you cannot attend. A 
free concert by David Dunaway will be 
presented on April 13 at 2 p.m. The concert 
is sponsored by the Friends of the Somers 
Library. April is Jazz Appreciation month 
and we will be celebrating at the Somers 
Library with a concert by local musician, 
composer and bassist, David Dunaway. 
You can visit www.daviddunawaymusic.
com for more information about David 
and samples of his music. Note: seating is 
limited.  

Teen Portraits:  “Inside/Out: Teen 
Portrait Identity”: is being held through 
April 27 at the Field Gallery in the Field 
Library at 4 Nelson Avenue, Peekskill. An 
opening reception is scheduled for today 
from 3:30 to 8 p.m. For further information 
call 914-737-1212, e-mail Alicia Morgan, 
gallery curator at amorgan@wlsmail.
org , or visit the library’s website at www.
peekskill.org.

Holocaust Commission: The Somers 
Memorial Holocaust Commission is 
planning its annual Holocaust program, 
which is an evening of reflection and 
remembrance. Our purpose is twofold: 
to educate children so that they will 
never forget the horrors of the Holocaust 
and other genocide, and to promote the 
teaching of human rights in our school. 
Our yearly program, held at a local high 
school, includes many inspirational 
projects submitted by high school students. 
The program will also feature a keynote 
speaker, a choir, and student singing and 
dancing to help make it a memorable 
evening. Everyone is welcome, and if you 
are interested in meeting and/or joining 
our group, please contact Ruth Rosenberg 
at 914-248-5149.

Friday, April 11
Free Play Dates: A free play date 

program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The program 
is intended for children between the ages 
of 16 and 36 months and their parents 
or caregivers. Children can play, do art 
and socialize all under the direction of an 
experienced early childhood teacher .Pre-
registration is suggested. Contact Jennifer 
at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at Jennifer@
rosenthaljcc.org.

Spring Services:  During the spring 
months, Sabbath services will begin at 8 
p.m. on Friday evenings and at 9:15 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Info: 914 -245 

-2324 or www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.
org.

Saturday, April 12
Easter Egg Hunt:  The Annual Egg 

Hunt sponsored by the Somers Lions 
Club, the Somers Senior Citizens Club 
and the Somers Department of Parks and 
Recreation will be held at 10 a.m.. in the 
upper field at Reis Park, located off Route 
139. The event is intended for children 
between the ages of two and eight. The 
event will be held rain or shine. Info: 914-
232-8442.

Lunch & Learn: A Shabbat service/
Lunch & Learn, a lively discussion of the 
weekly Torah portion led by Rabbi Fred 
Schwalb, will be held at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Hebrew Congregation of Somers, located 
at Cypress Lane and Mervin Drive. Info: 
914-248-9532.

Greyhound Rescue: A Greyhound 
Rescue & Rehab and Meet & Greet 
Adoption Day will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Petland Discounts in the Yorktown 
Green Shopping Center, 337 Downing Dr. 
Info: Amy Eisenberg at  631-273-6363.

Ossining Farmers Market:  The 
Ossining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is held year-round on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets. Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

Overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9,  Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, April 13
Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com.

Monday, April 14
History Beyond Books: The Somers 

Historical Society and the Somers Library 
will present History Beyond Books @ Your 
Library & History Listening iPad Station 
Dedication at 2 p.m. at the library, which 
is locating in Reis Park, off Route 139. The 
Somers Historical Society will showcase its 
recently digitized oral history collection 
created through a three year pilot project.  
“Voices of the Hudson Valley: Bringing 
New Technology to Old Stories for 21st 
Century Audiences.” Info: 914 232 5717 or 
somerslibrary.org.
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•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
         Petroleum

Clip This ad! 
Save $10.00 off your 1st Propane Delivery! 
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 040814
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring local li-
censed adoption agency provides finan-
cial and emotional support. Choose from 
loving pre-approved families. Habla Es-
panol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM First 
Market. Sunday April 6th. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (Rt 44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking. Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKET.COM See You There!

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now 
$59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE In-
stallation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
HOME CARE AIDE - Looking for a full 
time position to take care of the elderly.  
Over 15 years experience.  Will cook, do 
laundry, help with bathing - anything 
that is needed. Live in or live out.  Very 
reliable, excellent references.  Call Sha-
ron at 347-739-7717.

Heavy Equipment Operator Career! 
High Demand For Certified Bulldozer, 
Backhoe And Trackhoe Operators . 
Hands On Training Provided. Fantastic 
Earning Potential! Veterans With Ben-
efits Encouraged To Apply. 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Drive-away across the USA even if you 
don't own a car. 22 Pickup Locations. 
Call 866-764-1601 or www.qualitydrive-
away.com

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

SHORT SALE -30 acres -$89,900. Catskill 
Mountain farm! Stunning views, springs, 
meadows, woods! 40% below market! 
Less than 3 hrs NY City! EZ terms avail! 
Call 888-701-7509 NOW! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

land For salE
LAND OWNER SACRIFICE! 5 acres 
-$19,900 Great views, quiet country road, 
gorgeous hilltop setting! Southern Tier, 
NY. Guaranteed buildable! 8 tracts avail-
able UNDER 19,900! Terms! Hurry! 888-
905-8847. Newyorklandandlakes.com

lots & acrEagE
WATERFRONT LOTS- Virginia's East-
ern Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000- 
Community Center Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay 
& Ocean Access, Great Fishing, Crabbing, 
Kayaking. Custom Homes. www.oldemi-
llpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront dis-
trict. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com.

vacation tours/rEntals
TUSCANY VACATION Tour ..  lodging   
breakfast  dinner  transfers ... Florence  
Greve  Assisi  Venice  Lucca  San Gimi-
gnano  Pisa   Siena and the chianti coun-
tryside and more.  All-inclusive  $1100..
peduzpeduz@aol.com    914 997 0987 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry, books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 
CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 days

a w
eek

Important news for DIABETICS with
BLADDER CANCER

The diabetes drug, ACTOS®, has been linked to an increased 
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS®, ACTOplus 
met®, ACTOplus MET® XR or duetact®, call us now about 
making a claim for substantial monetary compensation.  No 
fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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  April 8-April 14, 2014                                                                                                                    SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Putnam Valley middie Tommy O’Sullivan hunts down, dives and chops at Lakeland/Panas D Greg Lenane to make what they call a 
“Yard Sale” play by knocking the stick completely out of  Lenane’s hands in the Tigers’ 10-9 come-from-behind win over the Rebels 
last Tuesday... see Boys’ Lax Notebook inside

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley Nips Lakeland/Panas at Wire, 10-9
Tommy-Hawk Chop!
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook
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Boys’ Lax Notebook

Class A Lax is Spotty & Erratic; Time to Firm it up
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

You might hate the recent predictability 
in Section 1 Class B and Class C lacrosse 
over the last three years, what with the 
hegemony of Yorktown and Bronxville, 
respectively, but you have to love the 
parity going down in Class A, or do you? 
Maybe we would love it if we knew exactly 
what we were getting.

Many Section 1 fans would almost 
rather a dominant team to represent at 

states in Class A, instead of programs that 
struggle to beat the best in Section 1 Class 
B and C. Case in point; you might love the 
fact that Class A Lakeland/Panas got off 
to a raucous 3-0 start and even looked for 
a minute like the team to beat this season, 
but then the undermanned Rebels went 
out and lost 10-9 to Class C’s Putnam 

Valley, which, while very improved 
this season, hasn’t won the section or 
even competed for a title in three years. 
And two-time defending champion 
Mamaroneck struggled to beat Class B 
Rye, 6-5, last Saturday. Former Class C 
powerhouse Rye is solid; no doubt, but 
hardly a Class B juggernaut.

Yes, Lakeland/Panas had some key 
injuries and some other dumb reasons 
for being without its best lineup 
(suspensions), but you would expect 

that Lakeland and 
Panas – between 
the two of them 
– wouldn’t lose to 
Putnam Valley for 
the second year in 
a row, especially 
having bungled a 
three-goal lead; 
not if they plan 
on reppin on the 
grand stage.

Take nothing 
away from 
Putnam Valley, 
though: Coach 
Brian Kuczma’s 
Tigers are going 
to push Bronxville 
and Pleasantville 
and the rest of 
Class C for a title, 
but the 2013 NYS 
finalists Broncos 

would have to be considered the heavy 
favorites after pushing Yorktown to the 
limit in a 13-10 loss last week.

Getting back to the original point: Class 
A is a farce right now; unless Lakeland/
Panas can put this most recent debacle 
behind it, or Mahopac is going to improve 
over the course of the season, or two-time 

reigning champion Mamaroneck is better 
than a one-goal win over Class B Rye, or, 
God forbid, we’re going to go with North 
Rockland as the Class A rep for the first 
time in history. And that would be fine, 
provided the Raiders put up more of a 
fight than Mamaroneck, Mahopac, or 

anyone else from class A has in the recent 
past, since none of them have reached 
the state semifinals since 2010 when 
Lakeland/Panas reached the state semis 
and lost to eventual NYS champion West 
Islip. Since then, the Class A rep from 
Section 1 has fallen short of winning 
a state tournament game (Mam’neck 
Lost to Shen’ 2013 and Nisky 2012, and 
Mahopac lost to Shen’ 2011). And to boot, 
Section 2’s Niskayuna looms large again 
as a serious Class A obstacle this season.

It used be this simple: Guys like myself, 
my old buddy Jim MacLean (of NCN 
fame), Rob DiAntonio, the I-Dog (Isaac 

L-P pole Michael McLaughlin lays the wood on Put Valley M Mike Benvenuti.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley D Alex Bronzo and L-P middie Brian Prunty get after one another in Tigers 10-9 win over 
Rebels.

PV’s Rich Denike scores a key second-half  goal in win over L-P.

L-P middie Jim Flaherty takes on Rebel middie AJ 
Mirabal in 10-9 Tiger win.

Put Valley A Kevin Fitzsimmons and L-P’s Shane 
King have at it last Tuesday.



April 8 - April 14, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 25October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Cass at MSG), Mike Doherty (at LoHud) 
and the rest of us media laxhounds, used 
to know that we didn’t have to travel far off 
the beaten path of northern Westchester/
Putnam County to get a glimpse of the 
best Class A lax had to offer, and we 
usually had pretty decent representation. 
But if you’re telling me I have to travel to 
Mamaroneck or North Rockland to see the 
best Class A has to offer; I’m not a happy 
man… in fact, I’ a little bit disgusted. And 
so are All-American guys like Lakeland’s 
Ric Beardsley, Panas’ Jay Motta and the 
Lindsay bros., and Mahopac’s Tony Tanzi, 
Ryan McClay and any other Indian that 

played for the 1996 state champions (the 
only team in Section 1 history not named 
Yorktown to win a state showdown). 

Shape up and fly straight, gang; old 
timers like myself (sucks to type that) are 
tired of the excuses. We keep hearing that 
the game is growing, and it is in places like 
North Rockland and Mamaroneck, but 
what is keeping Section 1 from sending 
a strong Class A representative to states? 

Winning isn’t everything (well, yes it is), 
but representing to the best of our ability 
– no matter what the circumstances – 
certainly is. Get ‘er done!

Tiger attack Kevin Fitzsimmons works Rebel D Greg Lenane. Fitzsimmons went for two goals and four 
assists in 10-9 win.

L-P goalie Mike Zingaro puts the wraps on Put Valley A Rich Denike in 10-9 Tigers’ win.

NWE/Putnam Examiner-area Super 
7 poll includes the top teams from its 
coverage area

No.1 YORKTOWN – Coach Marr’s 
three-time defending Section 1 Class B 
champion Huskers (3-1) have already 
set the tone for sectionals by making 
short work of runner-up John Jay, and 
they will attempt to do the same with 
Somers on tap Thursday. All-American 
Connor Vercruysse is virtually 
unstoppable through four games (14G, 

5A), and fellow A-A Luke Palmadesso’s 
(6G, 9A) 31 GB’s make him a machine. 
Get your popcorn ready because 
without Nisky in their path this season, 
Yorktown could be on an age-old 
collision course with Garden City.

No.2 SOMERS – After defeating 
three teams you’d expect them to beat 
(Harrison, Hen Hud and Brewster), 
Coach Lew Janavey’s Class B Tuskers (3-
1) have a very interesting tilt today with 
a Put Valley team that will give them 
all they can handle. Mike Cegielski 
(11G, 6A), who scored career-best four 
goals in 15-5 win over Harrison and 
then bested that with a 6G, 3A effort in 
a 12-8 win over Hen Hud, and senior 
A Tim Cousin (9G, 7A) are getting it 
done.  

No.3 PUTNAM VALLEY – Coach 
Kuczma’s Class C Tigers (2-1) celebrated 
that win over L/P on account of many 
good performances; perhaps none 

bigger than that Tommy O’Sullivan, 
who you see on the front page of sports 
making the kind of plays that don’t 
show up in box scores but do reveal you 
as the type of athlete who will stop at 
nothing to win #Can’tHaveEnough.

No.3A LAKELAND/PANAS – 
Coach Lindsay’s Class A Rebels (4-1) 
do appear to have the most talent in 
Class A (on paper, at this moment), but 
some of us are growing impatient with 
their consistency issues even though 

I’m still thinking the Rebs might give 
Yorktown an actual Murphy Cup game 
on May 3rd.

No.3B MAHOPAC – Coach 
Haddeland’s Class A Indians (2-2) 
battled with LI heavyweight Northport 
for four Q’s but came up short. However, 
the Indians defeated Arlington, 13-9, 
on Thursday behind a pair of four-goal 
outbursts from DJ Pearl and Brendan 
Donahoe (1A).

No.6 BREWSTER – Coach Honey’s 
Class B Bears (2-4) stayed within 
four goals of Somers, which bumps 
them past Hen Hud for now; though 
successive losses to Somers, L/P, John 
Jay and North Rock’ have tempered 
expectations some.

No.7 HEN HUD – Coach Solomon’s 
Class C Sailors (0-4) have Mahopac and 
Carmel up next in an effort to stave off 
what would be a dreadful 0-6 start.

L-P middie John Brophy attempts to fend off  PV attack Brett Trodden.

Super 7 Lax Poll
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Girls’ Lax Notebook

By A.J. Martelli
Almost all of the area girls’ lacrosse 

teams have started the season firing on all 
cylinders, but none as hot as MAHOPAC. 
The Indians, after pulling out an 18-11 
win over Pearl River last Wednesday, beat 
rival CARMEL 18-7 at home Thursday in 
their breast cancer awareness game. 

It was a big deal to Head Coach Jim 
Lieto, not only beating a cross town foe, 
but winning a game for a good cause.

“The boys and girls’ lacrosse teams 
were able to raise $3,500 for the American 
Cancer Society,” he said. “On a night for 
a great cause we were able to come out 
firing. I’m really proud of the big plays 
we were able to put together. Our offense 
took care of the ball and waited for good 
looks to capitalize on.”

The Indians (3-1) took control right 
away, grabbing a 6-1 lead 12 minutes into 
the first half. Carmel (0-3) called time 
and regained its composure however, and 
made it a manageable 8-5 game in favor of 
Mahopac at halftime.

But it didn’t stay manageable for long. 
Mahopac turned the tables and outscored 
Carmel 10-2 in the second half behind the 
mastery of Kim Harker, Carly Weiss and 
Kelly Maxwell. Harker netted four goals 
and scooped up a team-high six ground 
balls; Weiss threw in three goals and two 
assists, and Maxwell contributed with two 
goals and two assists.

Alyssa Kirby was also key with two 
goals, as were Gabby Light (two goals), 
Briana Corace (one goal), Tara Ravoli (one 
goal), Vicky Moundroukas (one goal), 
Erin Maloney (one goal, two assists) and 
Delaney Volpe (one goal). Light, Corace 
and Volpe’s goals were their first scored at 
the varsity level. 

“Having 10 different girls score goals in 
a game shows that we are really developing 
a nice balance on offense,” Lieto said. 

“I’m really excited about the second half 
the girls were able to put together. Twice 
the defense held Carmel scoreless for 10 
minutes or longer while the offense would 
go on 4-0 runs to pull away and secure 
victory.”

In the net Anna Raymond made seven 
saves, though it was tough to stop Caitlyn 
Murphy, who scored five goals for the 
Rams. Carmel also saw scoring efforts 
from Hannah Aull (one goal) and Ivana 
Korusiakova (one goal). Tierney Day, the 
Rams’ goalie, stopped seven Mahopac 
shots on goal.

The Indians got back at it Saturday 
morning on the road against a tough 
North Rockland squad, suffering their 
first loss of 2014. Mahopac fell 11-5, 
despite a four-goal outing from Harker.

Mahopac may be having its way in the 
early going, but so are the YORKTOWN 

Huskers, who opened the year with an 
11-5 win over Class B rival Fox Lane 
last Wednesday, then followed up with 
a 19-3 rout of defending Class C champ 
PUTNAM VALLEY last Thursday. 

The Huskers (2-1) barely gave the 
Tigers (3-1) any room to breathe, 
suffocating them with a 13-1 halftime 
lead. Katie Comerford took matters 
into her own hands and finished with 
four goals, while Emalee Mongno, 
Casey Duff and Emily Concialdi each 
finished with hat tricks. 

Jenna Gammer contributed to the 
scoring attack with two goals, and 
thought possession played a huge role 
in Yorktown’s unrelenting assault on 
the Tigers.

“What led to our team being so 
successful against Put Valley was our 

draw control, execution of 
plays, tough defense, and 
smart decision making on 
the field,” she said. “Our 
offensive connections were 
great and it was awesome that 
we were able to get everyone 
involved. Beating the Class C 
champs certainly motivated 
us and helped us prepare for 
the next game.”

The Huskers were ready 
for non-region opponent 
Ward Melville Saturday, but 
lost a tight 14-13 game in 
overtime, despite four goals 
from “Conch”. Yorktown will 
look to get back on the left 
side today, on the road vs. 
Suffern, the defending Class 
A champion.

The LAKELAND/
PANAS Rebels (4-0) have 
also dominated coming out of the gate, 
beating Albertus Magnus 17-2 last 

Thursday, and then striking for a 17-5 win 
over host OSSINING on Friday. Molly 
Fitzpatrick was on top of everything 
against the Pride, scoring five goals and 
adding five assists.

Katie Bradbury and Dana Bozek also 
kept the Rebels afloat, both finishing 
with three goals and two assists. Kim 
Monteferante (two goals, one assist), 
Valerie Perkins (two goals), Krista Sawler 
(one goal) and Gianna Paglia (one goal) 
also chipped in.

Enough good could not be said about 
the play in goal on Lakeland/Panas’ part, 
as Amanda Santos made 11 saves against 
Ossining. Alex Haplin is adding a good 
option between the pipes as well, as she 
made eight saves vs. Albertus Magnus. 
Coach Sharon Sarsen likes what she sees 
so far.

“I’m really happy with how the last 48 
hours (the last two games) have gone,” 
she said. “I think we have done a better 
job of establishing an offense and this 
in turn has made us a better team. Our 
goalkeepers have been players of the game 
two consecutive games and I’m pleased 
with how the defense is playing early on.

“We do have to work on improving 
our double teams and our one-on-one 
defense, but with our speed in the back, I 
feel it will only get better. Or draw controls 
have improved from the preseason and we 
have to take control in this area in order to 
be successful.”

On Ossining’s side, Abby Squirrell was 
the leader with three goals and one assist. 

Last Wednesday was a big day for 
SOMERS’ junior M/A Nicole DeMase. 
In a game that featured the Tuskers (4-0) 

facing off with BREWSTER, and ended in 
a 15-9 Somers win over the Bears (2-1), 
DeMase peppered the net for the 100th 
time in her career.

The milestone was most rewarding to 
her, and she mentioned how nice it was to 
net the landmark goal in a Tusker win.

“Scoring 100 goals is a great milestone 
that I am happy to have reached,” she said. 
“I owe a lot of thanks to my coaches and 
my teammates for making it possible.

“During the Brewster game, draw 
controls were a huge key. We did a really 
good job on the circle winning a high 
percentage of the draw which allowed us 
to control the game and set the tempo. On 
attack we did a good job of being patient 
and not panicking. Brewster played an 
aggressive, high-pressure defense, but 
all our attackers stayed composed. Our 
defense did a tremendous job taking away 
cuts and one-on-ones, which made really 
made it difficult for Brewster to get good 
shots off.”

DeMase wasn’t the only one to net her 
100th career goal this past week. Amber 
Feminella of HENDRICK HUDSON 
netted her 100th this past Saturday in 
a 14-6 win over visiting Westlake. She 
was happy to reach the 100 goal mark, 
but hopes to go above and beyond the 
century line. Feminella and the Sailors (2-
1) are hoping to continue their fast start 
Thursday on the road vs. Horace Greeley.

“It took a lot of hard work and it was 
a great accomplishment,” she said. “I 
couldn’t have done it without my team 
behind me, but I know I can’t stop now. 
I’ll be aiming for 200, and also be looking 
to rack up my assists, which is just as 
important as goals scored to me.”

Putnam Valley’s Eva Rabson also hit the 
century mark last week. 
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Mahopac’s Hot Start Cooled by N.Rock; Yorktown, L/P Begin  Strong
Somers’ DeMase, Hen Hud’s Feminella, PV’s Rabson Net 100th Career Goals

Looking every bit the part of  an MVP, Husker M Emily 
Concialdi has 10G and 3A in three games.

Yorktown’s Casey Duff  scores one of  three goals she 
would hit against Put Valley, despite the efforts of  
Tiger Jacqueline Cunningham.

Yorktown’s Emma Kaishian is pursued by PV’s Kaitlyn Phillips 
in 19-3 Husker win.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Baseball Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

This is purely an observation based on 
the last couple of baseball seasons in this 
neck of the woods.

With more and more local high school 
athletes turning to lacrosse these days (and 
others turning to jobs and video games), 
baseball has taken a hit at certain schools 
across the NWE/Putnam Examiner area, 
and the results have been unfavorable 
toward America’s Pastime. Where most 
coaches used to have a hole or two to hide 
in their lineups, many are now finding 
that the bottom falls out after the six-
hole, often leaving runners stranded as 
overmatched players find it increasingly 
tough to squarely hit a round ball with 
a round bat. Instincts and IQ have 
seemingly diminished, errors seemed 
at an all-time high last year, leading to 
slovenly play at times, and quality catchers 
are increasingly hard to come by (Somers 
standout Joe Scambia excluded).

Some schools have managed to survive 
and habitually thrive as legitimate 
playoff contenders (see places Fox Lane, 
Mamaroneck and the better part of 
Dutchess County) while others have 
found success to be cyclical at best. It’s 
no coincidence that most of Dutchess 
County has been at the hub of Section 1 
baseball, as lacrosse hasn’t exactly taken 
off there yet and the best athletes are still 
playing baseball.

Two-time reigning Class AA baseball 
champion Arlington has gained some 
footing in lacrosse during recent seasons, 
but baseball is still boss at Freedom 
Plains. John Jay EF, RCK, both perennial 
AA title contenders, and Class A Beacon 
is often competitive on the diamond but 
none of them have shown a lick of serious 
contention in lacrosse. Even Class AA 
Carmel, which only turned to varsity 
lax a few years ago, has felt the pinch of 
lacrosse, as the Rams build and develop 
more and more twigs.

The good news is; baseball has 
remained enough of a draw that the best 
baseball players are still playing baseball, 
especially the pitchers. If they can pitch, 
student athletes generally tend to stick 
with baseball. Good pitching generally 
determines who gets crowned and who 
goes home.

There hasn’t been a whole lot of baseball 
played yet this season, what with Mother 
Nature barely allowing for much of a thaw 
to this point of the spring, but we have 
had some impressive performances from 
Lakeland (2-0), which just might have 
enough to make a run at Class A glory if 
they can keep it up, and a great start at Put 
Valley.

If LAKELAND senior P Chris 
DiDomizio had the look of an ace last 

season, imagine how good he can look 
this year. “DiDo” rocked Beacon’s world in 
the Hornets’ 2-1 season-opening win over 
the pre-season Class A favorite Bulldogs, 
whiffing eight along the way and scattering 
eight hits over six frames before yielding 
to reliever John White, who picked up the 

win for Lakeland in one inning of work.
In a battle of Section 1 aces, DiDomizio 

outlasted Beacon’s Tony Romanelli (15 
K’s) at Dutchess Stadium. Romanelli held 
Lakeland down through six innings, but 
in seventh Lakeland catcher Anthony 
Fava (2 hits) led off with a double off a 
reliever. Josh Kale (Pinch Runner) scored 

off a scorched one-out double 
by 3B Rich Capria. Lakeland 
took home the walk-off win on 
a ground ball by CF Stephen 
Harten with the bases loaded.

Lakeland senior Matt de 
Marte has come out mashing 
this season, going 5-for-8 with 
three doubles and four RBI 
through first two games. Richard 
Burroni had two RBI in the 10-4 
win over Ardsley in support of 
hurler Kevin Lynch (1-0).

The Hornets haven’t gotten 
a ton of attention from local 
pundits, but second-year Coach 
Joe Knapp is pleased with the 
start and hopes Year 2 finds 
Lakeland back where it belongs; 
among the elite in Class A.

“We’re happy but we’ve got 
a long way to go, and tons 
of tough games,” the coach 
said. “DiDomizio is the most 
underrated pitcher in the 
section.”

DiDomizio is expected to 
start Tuesday at SOMERS. This 

game should be quite telling in that both 
programs have sustained the test of time. 
The Tuskers lost a ton to graduation but 
seem to reload as well as anyone under 
Manager Joe Wootten. In the Tuskers’ 
12-5 over Hen Hud, Stephen Danko went 
3-for-4 with three runs while Jimmy 
Morzillo was 3-for-5 with three RBI, a 
double and two runs. Takoda Sitar went 
five frames for the win with three K’s.

PUTNAM VALLEY chalked up a 6-0 
win over Pawling. Tiger IF Nick Marro 
(3 hits) doubled and drove home two 
while IF/C Steven Dick homered and 
knocked in three. DH Frankie Brescia 
added an RBI in support of winning 
pitcher Ryan Basso (1-0), who went 
the route for the win, allowing just 
four hits for the Tigers (3-0).

Tiger junior Eddie Lent went 3-for-3 
with three runs scored in a 15-2 rout of 
Poughkeepsie Saturday, helping RHP 
Dan McCann earn his first varsity 
win. The junior went five innings and 
fanned eight while allowing just one 
hit and no runs. Chris Schroeder has 
three RBI and John Meagle had two. 
If McCann pans out for Coach Joe 
“Nats” Natalie as a potential No.3/4 
RHP, Putnam Valley could have one 
of the better staffs in Class B with ace 
Lent, Basso, Meagle, Marro and rookie 
Charlie Pagani. Junior C Eric Grimes 
will need to develop quickly in his 
rookie season or it could be an issue 
behind the plate.

CARMEL’s Matt Valentinetti had 
three hits, including a home run, in 
the Rams’ 1-0 season-opening win 

over Greeley. Tom Shofi also had three 
hits but, perhaps the biggest story of the 
day was the pitching performance of 
sophomore Chris Palmiero. The RHP 
went the distance for the win, firing a tidy 
two-hitter with five whiffs. If Palmiero 
is as good as advertised, Coach Chilling 
has himself and ace worth his weight in 
salt and a solid No.2 in Jack Haughney. 
The Rams, just two years removed from 
a Final 4 appearance, could surprise this 
season, so don’t be shocked when they do. 
Shilling is building something here that 
could be peaking in another year or two.

MAHOPAC (0-2) has plated just two 
four runs and just 11 hits games in its first 
two games, and six errors didn’t help junior 
P Cal Lawrence much in the Indians’ 6-4 
loss to New Rochelle. The Indians were 
hoping to get off the schneid today with 
ace lefty Kevin Kernan on the mound at 
home against Panas, who suffered a 9-2 
opening-day loss to Eastchester.

“I feel like some kids are just a little 
nervous, but hopefully we will turn it 
around,” Kernan said. “It’s a tough start to 
the season, but I think we will be fine.”

The Indians will only be fine if they 
hit better than last season, the last five 
seasons in fact. Dylan Love (C), Kernan 
(P), Ty Lawrence (OF), Dan Pagliuca (2B) 
and Cal Lawrence (P) are the veterans 
who hope to follow a solid tradition at 
Mahopac.

Local baseball coaches seeking coverage 
for their teams are encouraged to drop a 
line to raygallaghersports@gmail.com to 
provide a roster and web site where game 
stats are listed.

Lakeland Takes Down Beacon, Earns Class A Notice

Mahopac senior Ty Lawrence hopes to spark the Indian 
offense.
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Lakeland is counting on a big year from St. John’s-
bound Anthony Fava.

Put Valley IF Nick Marro is due for big season.
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Yorktown girls lacrosse senior A/M and captain Emalee Mongno (L) has made Section 1 lax her empire at the start of  the 2014 
campaign, ripping off  five goals and five assists in three games while triggering a 2-1 start for Coach Ellen Mager’s Huskers, 
who have their eyes set upon the big picture in 2014: Retaining the Class B crown. Thursday’s 19-3 win over Putnam Valley 
and Saturday’s 14-13 OT loss to perennial state powerhouse Ward Melville is an indication the Huskers will be in the running. 
Defending Section 1 Class C Putnam Valley, on the other hand, has some cleaning up to do if  the 2013 NYS semifinalists Tigers 
intend to re-up; despite the best efforts from Antonio Hoyos (R).

Beach Shopping Center 
47 Dayton Lane • Peekskill 

(914) 739-3333
Visit our website: 

ozzyautoclinicny.com
Mon-Fri 7:30-6pm • Sat 7:30am - 5pm

Ozzy’s Auto Clinic and Discount Tire Center
UP
TOOil Change$1995  

Includes Tire Rotation & Safety Check
MOST CARS. $2.50 Hazardous Material Disposal Fee. 
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With this coupon • Not to be combined 
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and Get $70 Rebate
See store for details. 
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“Mongno”-lian 
Empire
PV Feels 
Yorktown’s 
Wrath in  
19-3 Romp


