
By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina 

and other city officials insisted a 
news report of drug use and drug 
sales running rampant through-
out the city was greatly exagger-
ated.

Speaking last week on a street 
corner in the downtown, Catalina 
contended News 12 Westches-
ter “made facts up to dramatize 
their report” entitled “Hooked on 
Heroin,” during which a reporter 
spent two days riding with under-
cover Peekskill Police Officer Matt 
Basso to alleged drug locations in 
the city, including the A&P Shop-
ping Center on Welcher Avenue 
and a nursing home around the 
block from the police station on 
Main Street.

In the eight-minute piece, 

which first aired on March 12 and 
has been repeated several times 
since, Basso said heroin use was 
on the rise in Peekskill and sug-
gested the reporter and a camera-
man keep their heads down in the 
car or they could be “blown off” 
by gun fire, according to the re-
porter.

“There’s nothing off limits 
in Peekskill,” Basso said on air. 
“There’s sometimes I leave the po-
lice station and every car we pull 
over we make a drug arrest.”

Catalina said he was incensed 
that Peekskill would be portrayed 
as some sort of “modern day 
Dodge City,” stressing no police 
officer has fired a gun in the line 
of duty in more than 15 years and 
only one of the 72 reported deaths 
in Westchester County in 2013 

related to drugs occurred in Peek-
skill.

“Statements made by the officer 
that drugs were found in every car 
were absolutely outrageous,” Ca-

talina remarked. “I’m extremely 
disappointed by the unfair drama-
tization and I apologize to the citi-
zens of Peekskill for this event.”

Councilman Joe Torres said 

there are drugs in every city but 
maintained Peekskill deserved 
better than how News 12 made 
the city sound. News 12 News Di-
rector Janine Rose did not return a 
phone message seeking comment 
on the criticism from city officials.

“I just think it put Peekskill in a 
negative light. It’s not what Peek-
skill is about,” Torres said. “They 
made us seem like we were New-
burgh. The city has come a long 
way. I think it gets set back by this 
report.”

“It’s important that people feel 
safe in Peekskill,” said Westches-
ter County Legislator and former 
mayor John Testa, a lifelong city 
resident. “It’s always been a safe 
city.”

Catalina called on Police Chief 

Rick Pezzullo Photo
councilman Joe torres, Mayor Frank catalina and county legislator John testa.
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Old Bet Farm Market
261 Route 202 •  Somers • 914 617 8450

We are excited to announce our organization of a CSA (Community-Supported Agriculture)  this 
season. There are many reasons why you should join and buy a share in our farm’s harvest. Not only will you 
be supporting your local farm, but you will enjoy the one stop convenience of picking up a variety of fresh,  

organically grown produce every week , from from June through October, along with a recipe for you to try.  
By participating with us, you will get ultra fresh, organic produce, and access to a greater variety of vegetables.  

Join us, you won’t be disappointed.  Find us at www.oldbetfarmmarket.com for details and prices.

Join Us as a CSA  

(Community 

Supported 

Agriculture) 

Member!

We Grow  
Organic!

Come to our  
Orchid Show 

Saturday & Sunday 
March 29 & 30!

By Rick Pezzullo
In an effort to appease a wide 

array of concerns raised by skep-
tics, the owners of a proposed so-
ber living home in Yorktown have 
unveiled a list of self -imposed 
conditions they would be willing 
to attach to a three-year special 
permit they are seeking from the 
town.

Meanwhile, applicants Tom 
McCrossan and Mark Mc-
Goldrick claim under the town’s 
Zoning Ordinance their intended 
use to serve up to 14 recovering 
alcohol and substance abuse ad-

dicts at 482 Underhill Avenue 
actually fits under the definition 
of “family” and they could techni-
cally proceed with their plans as “a 
matter of right.”

“We’re not asking for anything 
that’s different. We fall within 
everything that is allowed,” Mc-
Crossan maintained on Saturday 
during a media briefing. “Our ap-
plication is not about the user, it’s 
about the use, and the use is a per-
mitted use. We will comply with 
the codes as required. We believe 
we have a right to be here.”

On Thursday night, the Zoning 

Board of Appeals will consider an 
appeal by residents Linda Gironda 
and Al French of an interpretation 
of the Zoning Code by Building 
Inspector John Winter that the 
proposal by McCrossan and Mc-
Goldrick a/k/a Compass Westch-
ester as a “convalescent home” 
was correct. On Tuesday, April 1, 
an adjourned public hearing on 
the application will resume before 
the Town Board, which is consid-
ering the special permit request. 
Both meetings will take place at 
Yorktown Town Hall, just a hop, 

Officials Rip Report of Peekskill Being Drug Infested

Sober Home Brain Trust Agreeable 
to Self-Imposed Conditions

continued on page 11

Forever Young
Mildred Rose Politi celebrated her 101st birthday on March 16 at imperial 
Wok in Somers among 35 well-wishers at a party hosted by her daughter 
Gail Marie Delbalzo and granddaughter Daniella Delbalzo. Politi was born 
in 1913 in New York city. She was married to Vincent J. Politi for 41 years.
they had two children, Gail Marie and Vincent Jr. She said the secret to her 
longevity is her sense of humor, and eating in a healthy and modest fashion.

continued on page 11
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All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Leases are 10k per year.All leases with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals 
are: Ram 5364/21004, 200 2844/16039, Cherokee 4470/15154, and T&C 3816/21684  Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 3/31/14.

By Rick Pezzullo
The Justice League of Yorktown High 

School is heading to the Final Four, not the 
March Madness basketball championships 
in Texas, but at the Westchester County Su-
preme Court in White Plains.

The team of seniors, juniors and so-
phomores recently won its third round 
of competition in the 2014 New York 
Statewide High School Mock Trial Tour-
nament in Westchester. On April 3, the 
Justice League will flex its muscles against 
three other area high schools with the 
hopes of advancing and ultimately com-
peting in the semifinals in Albany.

The tournament is sponsored by the 
New York State Bar Association with the 
objective of teaching students about trial 
basics and learning about professionalism 

and civility in a court of law. This year, 
the students have to demonstrate their 
knowledge in a mock trial with a criminal 

case about fracking. The students are di-
vided into two teams, the prosecution and 
defense, and each team consists of three 

attorneys and three witnesses.
The team has been preparing with 

guidance from Steve Rome, Yorktown 
High School teacher advisor, and attor-
ney advisors Linda and Robert Gironda 
and Donna Cook, along with advice 
from Yorktown town justices Sal Lagonia 
and Gary Raniolo, who have served as 
judges during dress rehearsals.

Seniors Cameron Cushner and Meg-
an Metz are co-presidents of the Justice 
League Mock Trial Club. Other student 
members are Joe Bisaccia, Arbina Camaj, 
Daniel DelBene, Jesse Horowitz, Emma 
Kaishian, Gabriella Landicino, Brendan 
Lawlor, Sahil Mohan, Jesse Sloane, Jor-
dan Tessler and Anthony White, along 
with alternates Rich Campanaro, Tim 
Forbes, and Michael Resko.

Yorktown Justice League Students Soar to the Final Four

Members of  the Justice league of  Yorktown debate team and advisers. 

Hendrick Hudson School Di-
rector’s Director of Instructional 
Technology, Dr. Mathew Swerd-
loff, is heading to India to work 
for a month in a rural university.

With funding from the J. Wil-
liam Fulbright Foreign Schol-
arship Board, Swerdloff will 
be working at Visva-Bharati in 
West Bengal in April, providing 

faculty members there with in-
formation on American instruc-
tional best practices, including 
curriculum development and 
educational technology.

“It is expected that Dr. Swer-
dloff ’s presence will bring new 
perspectives and ideas to the 
community…and will provide 
many opportunities for discus-

sion, growth, and a better un-
derstanding of new and different 
perspectives on education for 
all,” Swerdloff ’s program de-
scription states.

Swerdloff has been with Hen-
drick Hudson for 10 years. He 
is also an adjunct professor at 
the SUNY Buffalo International 
Graduate Program for Educators 

and the Western Connecticut 
State University School of Edu-
cation. He resides in New Paltz 
with his wife, Elise, and they have 
three children, ages 13 to 27.

He will be blogging about his 
experience in India, and that 
blog will be made available by 
the district.

-----Rick Pezzullo

Hen Hud Administrator Heading to India in April

Dr. Mathew Swerdloff
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By Rick Pezzullo
Despite assurances by Yorktown Su-

pervisor Michael Grace to the contrary, 
violations cited a year ago by the state 
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) on the former Holland 
Sporting Club property in Mohegan 
Lake still remain.

In an email to Councilman Vishnu 
Patel on Thursday, Wendy Rosenbach, a 
DEC spokesperson, stated she confirmed 
with David Pollack, Region 3 enforce-
ment engineer for the DEC’s Solid Waste 
Compliance Unit, that the notice of vio-
lation issued to Yorktown on March 13, 

2013 was “still considered unresolved.”
She added that the DEC has recently 

been in contact with the town and a 
meeting will hopefully take place in the 
near future to finalize plans to remove 
the remaining waste piles sometime in 
the spring.

The DEC issued a notice of violation last 
year after visiting the property in Novem-
ber 2012 and conducting tests to deter-
mine what material had been buried dur-
ing the demolition in the summer of 2012 
of 14 buildings by the Yorktown Highway 
Department as a cost saving measure.

While no contaminated or hazardous 

material was identified, Pollack stated in 
the violation notice addressed to former 
Highway Superintendent Eric DiBartolo 
“the town was found in violation…for 
the disposal and burial of solid waste in-
cluding construction and demolition de-
bris at the above site without a permit.” 
The town was also cited for disposing of 
demolished building materials at an un-
authorized facility.

When asked by resident Ed Ciffone 
about the property last week, Grace 
maintained “there are no current viola-
tions. Everything was cleaned up last 
time. The DEC has been all over that. We 

dug it up. We found every old chip that 
was in there that shouldn’t be in there.”

Patel, who has been regularly in con-
tact with the DEC about the activities at 
the site, countered Grace’s claims, saying 
violations still existed and it wasn’t go-
ing to cost the town substantial funds to 
clean up the property properly.

“Why are you hiding it? Tell the truth,” 
Patel told Grace.

Yorktown technically had 90 days to 
comply with the violation notice or it 
could have faced fines from the state, but 
apparently the DEC gave the town some 
leeway to cooperate.

DEC Violations at Mohegan Club Site Still Not Cleaned Up
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Let Our Family Show Your Family The Way Home! 

Solaris Sports Clubs is hosting its 
Third Annual Comedy for a Cause Event 
Friday, April 25 to help raise money for 
Relay for Life. The host of the evening 
will be Yorktown’s own John Iavarone, a 
local comedian who performs regularly 
at Mohegan Sun, Empire City Casino, 
and comedy clubs all over the east coast.

The comedians for the show will be 
Frank Favia, who is a native of Mahopac 

and has been doing stand up in the city 
for over two years. He hosts at the Comic 
Strip on a regular basis and has done lo-
cal shows at Somers 202, Tuscan Grille 
in Briarcliff and the Freight House Cafe 
in Mahopac.

The second comedian Buddy Fitz-
patrick, our headliner, a native of Phila-
delphia, is currently a New York City club 
favorite sharing his comedy perspective. 

His act combines the skill of a great mon-
ologist with a physical style that brings 
his observations to life. His stand-up 
made him a regular on Comedy Central. 
He can be seen in the Damon Wayans 
film “Harlem Aria,” and his television 
credits include HBO’s “The Sopranos.” 

Join Solaris and come laugh, enjoy 
yourself and help benefit a great cause! 
Part of the proceeds from this event will 

go to Relay for Life. The festivities kick 
off at 7:30 p.m.  $25 per person* 18+ 
(*includes two glasses of wine/beer - per-
sons under 21 will get water/soda) or $30 
per person at the door. 50/50 Raffle Show 
starts 8 p.m. sharp! Call now to reserve 
your seat! Payment and registration can 
be taken over phone and must be re-
ceived by April 16. Solaris Sports Clubs 
(914) 962-4094.

Comedy Show at Solaris to Benefit Relay for Life
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By Rick Pezzullo
After unsuccessfully running for 

Peekskill mayor more than 20 years ago, 
George Ondek vowed never to run for 
public office again.

However, the cable television show 
host and local activist is so dissatisfied 
with the actions and non-actions of the 
Peekskill Board of Education that he has 
decided to seek one of the two seats that 
will be up for grabs in the May election.

“I feel I have to be part of the school 
board to make changes,” said Ondek, a 
25-year resident of Peekskill and a disa-
bled Vietnam veteran. “They need a voice 
to sort of offset the spending. I definitely 
feel I have a legitimate chance to win.”

Ondek has criticized the Board of 
Education for not approving a school 
tax benefit for veterans that has already 
been supported in Yonkers, Carmel and 

Brewster.
“They have been dragging their feet 

with the veterans benefit. That doesn’t 
seem very patriotic to me,” he re-
marked.

With a background in business and fi-
nances, Ondek said he would pay close 
attention to spending in the district. 
He questioned the district reportedly 
spending more than $500,000 on litiga-
tion regarding guidance counselors who 
were suspended for allegedly altering the 
grades of students last year.

He also said Peekskill was paying for 
three school superintendents after buy-
ing out James Willis last year, bringing 
in interim superintendent Dr. Larry 
Licopoli and recently settling on Middle 
School Principal David Fine to replace 
Licopoli in 2015.

“I don’t like all these layers of admin-

istration. There’s a lot of unnecessary 
positions,” Ondek maintained. “I would 
be looking to cut the fat out of the budg-
et. And the cheating scandal, that was 
something that should have been settled 
out of court, internally, and not made a 
criminal case of it.”

The two current school trustees whose 
terms expire in May are board President 
Doug Glickert and former board Presi-
dent Joe Urbanowicz. Anyone running 
for the Board of Education has to obtain 
at least 100 signatures from district resi-
dents.

“I believe in quality education for a 
reasonable price,” said Ondek, who has 
one son, four grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. “We need to get higher 
academic scores in Peekskill and stop 
spending too much time on sports and 
other things. Rick Pezzullo Photo

George Ondek
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RF Joyce, CPA
Certifed Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

By Rick Pezzullo
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-

Westchester/Rockland) paid a visit to 
Peekskill last week to announce $788,000 
the city had received for downtown revi-
talization improvements.

The federal funds will be used for the 
estimated $985,000 construction costs 
associated with the second phase of 
Peekskill’s streetscape plan that will in-
clude new sidewalks, lighting improve-
ments and tree planting along Brown, 
South Division and South streets near 
the Paramount Hudson Valley theater. 
The work is expected to be completed by 
2016.

“The infrastructure upgrades made 
possible by this federal grant not only 
improve safety, they help incentivize 
the location of businesses and housing 
in Peekskill, which is a great economic 
benefit,” said Lowey, who is the highest-
ranking Democrat on the House Appro-
priations Committee.

Peekskill was one of 63 recipients of 
funding throughout New York State out 

of 169 applicants vying for assistance 
from the Federal Highway Administra-

tion’s Transportation Enhancement Pro-
gram.

“We are very excited about this grant 
and how it will change the face of down-
town Peekskill,” said Mayor Frank Cata-
lina. “Much of Peekskill’s infrastructure 
is traversed by statewide traffic, not only 
Peekskill residents, and this award recog-
nizes the financial strain placed on our 
taxpayers to provide this maintenance 
and upkeep which deserves federal as-
sistance.”

Also taking part in the event outside 
Arthur Weeks Jewelry were Deb Milone, 
executive director of the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of Commerce, Jason 
Angell, executive director of the Peek-
skill Improvement District, and County 
Legislator John Testa (R/Peekskill).

“People want to feel the life and energy 
of downtown Peekskill,” Angell said. “In-
vesting in public infrastructure like safer 
roads and improved streets is an essen-
tial element in downtown Peekskill’s re-
vitalization, helping to attract new small 
businesses that see clear evidence that 
government is a vital partner to shared 
growth.”

Peekskill Receives $788,000 in Federal Funds to Revitalize Downtown

Ondek Throwing Hat in Ring for Peekskill Board of Ed

Rick Pezzullo Photo
congresswoman Nita lowey with Peekskill officials in front of  Arthur Weeks Jewelry.
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Serving lunch and dinner 11:30-10:00 Mon-Sat 12-9 Sun
152 Route 202 • Lincolndale NY 10540 • 914-248-5015

Monday : 2 for 1 Burgers
Tuesday:  KIDS EAT FREE!
with every adult meal

Wednesday:  TRIVIA NITE
Thursday: STEAMERS  $6 / dozen

Friday: $2 Beef, Chicken or Pork Sliders (11-7)

Come join us 

for a game 

of Pool! 

 Friday 
April 25th 
at 9pm:

The 
Other Band
(classic rock)
Other Band
(classic rock)

3681 Old Yorktown Rd (Rt 132) • Shrub Oak
914-556-6410

Hrs: Tues- Sat. 11am- 9:30pm  
Sun. 12-9:30pm •Monday Closed

Wednesday 
Night Pasta 

Craze
Salad & 

Bread included
$995

 + tax
(To go only)

Sunday’s Family
Combo

1 Large Plain Pie
Penne a la Vodka

Garlic Bread
Large Salad

$2495
 + tax

(Expires 4/15/14)

Lunch Specials
 2 Regular Slices

$500
 

Tossed Salad or Caesar, 
w/ Chicken 
$695

 + tax
Any Menu Wedge

$695
 + tax

Specials include can of soda or water

Calabria Pizza & Pasta
Affliated with Two Brothers Trattoria of Montrose

“Home of the Homemade Bread”

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• Fieldstone • Flagstone • Item #4

• Belgian Block • Cobblestones
• Wallstone • Brick Pavers

• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill
www.bedfordgravel.com

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

1500 Baldwin Road Yorktown Heights 
On the Mohansic Golf Course!

914-962-9300 • www.MohansicGrill.com

HOORAY! � e awning is up, 
the heaters are on and the patio is open! 

        Friday, March 28th Starting at 7:30
� e Native New Yorker Band

  Saturday, March 29th Starting at 7:30
� e Flynns American Jukebox -
Steve Chizmadia & Kevin Allen

Friday, April 4th Starting at 7:30
Petey Hop

Upcoming 

Events!

By Rick Pezzullo
State Senator Greg Ball (R,C,I/Patterson) 

is teaming up with Operation PROM to help 
needy students buy prom dresses for just $1 
on Sunday, April 6 from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Villa Barone Hilltop Manor in Mahopac.

Operation PROM is a non-profit entity 
that provides resources, opportunities and 
mentoring to students in need. Services 
are available to children who are homeless, 
sick, disabled or in financial need. Students 
interested in attending the sale, which will 
feature prom dresses from designers such 
as Ralph Lauren, Jovani, The Dressy Group, 
BCBG, Dressbarn, Night Moves by Allure 
and others, must pre-register at www.Oper-
ationProm.org, and on the dress application 

page choose Putnam County, N.Y.
“Operation PROM is thrilled to be work-

ing with Senator Ball this prom season. It 
has allowed us to expand our outreach to 
provide low cost prom dresses to students 
in Putnam and the surrounding communi-
ties,” said Noel D’Allacco, founder of Opera-
tion PROM.

Also participating in the event will be 
several local beauty and pageant queens, 
including Mrs. New York America Melissa 
Luiso, Mrs. Westchester County Jennifer 
Czarniecki, Miss Italia Peekskill Nadia Man-
ginelli and Miss Cinco de Mayo Peekskill 
Arianna Memoli.

“Operation PROM is an organization that 
gives back to the high school communities 

in a time when it is economically needed,” 
said Teresa Chang, executive director of 

Peekskill Pageants.

Prom Dresses for Sale for $1 at Villa Barone in Mahopac April 6

(l-R:) teresa chang, Mrs. New York America Melissa luiso, Nick crecco of  Villa Barone, Senator Greg 
Ball, little Miss italian Peekskill Jennifer Morris, Miss italia Peekskill Nadia Manginelli, Putnam Sheriff  
Donald Smith, little Miss cinco de Mayo Peekskill Shay Nicolaysen, Miss cinco de Mayo Peekskill Arianna 
Memoli, carmel councilwoman Suzi McDonough, lauren Pistone of  operation PRoM, Mr. Nicolaysen and 
Bobbi Domondon-Scroggin.

The Colon Cancer Challenge Founda-
tion (CCCF), a New York-based nonprofit 
dedicated to reducing colorectal cancer in-
cidence and death throughout the United 
States, has added a second Colon Cancer 
Challenge walk at Manhattanville College 
on Sunday, March 30 as it begins the second 
decade of its annual public awareness and 
fundraising event.

The Challenge has grown so large that it 
not only moved the New York City run to a 
new venue, but added a second Colon Can-
cer Challenge a week later in Purchase. The 

Westchester Colon Cancer Challenge will 
give even more people a chance to partici-
pate and help CCCF reach its goal of raising 
$1 million this year.

“When I started the Colon Cancer 
Challenge 11 years ago, I could only hope 
that it would grow as large as it is now. It’s 
amazing how many people join us every 
year to raise money for public awareness, 
prevention, screening and research. It is 
great to have so much support that we’re 
able to add a second walk,” said Dr. Tho-
mas Weber, CCCF founder, and Chap-

paqua resident.
When it began in 2004, the Colon Can-

cer Challenge was the first colorectal can-
cer public awareness event in New York 
City. Last year, more than 6,000 people 
participated in the Challenge and raised 
close to $500,000 for colorectal cancer re-
search. The Challenge continues to grow 
and attracts participants from 48 states 
who help raise money to fight colorectal 
cancer – the second leading cancer killer 
in America.

 “Bringing the Challenge to Westchester 

is a very exciting way to start our second 
decade,” said Catherine Montaldo, CCCF 
executive director, and Putnam Valley resi-
dent. “It means even more people will get 
involved in spreading the message of aware-
ness and prevention, and allows us to in-
clude more people than ever before.”

The Westchester Colon Cancer Challenge 
starts at 10 a.m. on March 30, at Manhattan-
ville College in Purchase. For more infor-
mation about the Colon Cancer Challenge 
and the CCCF, visit www.coloncancerchal-
lenge.org. 

Colon Cancer Challenge Expands to Second Walk at Manhattanville College
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By Rick Pezzullo
Theresa Knickerbocker became only 

the second woman in the history of the 
Village of Buchanan to be elected mayor 
last week by defeating former Mayor Al-
fred Donahue.

Knickerbocker, 57, running on the 
Democratic and Residents Party lines, 
received 324 votes, while Donahue, 78, 
who ran with Republican and Village 
Justice line backing, picked up 187 votes.

“It’s a major honor for me,” said Knick-

erbocker, who will slide over from her 
trustee and deputy mayor seat. “My 
family has been here a long time. If my 
grandparents were here they would be 
very proud. There’s a lot of challenges 
ahead but I’ve never been one to walk 
away from challenges.”

Donahue, a retired state trooper who 
served 12 years as Buchanan mayor in 
the past, blamed his loss, in part, on a 
low turnout and alleged dirty campaign 
tactics by his opponent.

“I thought I had a chance to win be-
cause I stuck to the facts. We ran a cam-
paign and they ran a campaign of per-
sonal attacks,” he remarked. “We stuck 
to the issues. I’m used to losing. That’s 
the way it goes. You can attack me, but 
when you attack my family that’s another 
thing.”

Donahue contended Knickerbocker, 
based on “circumstantial evidence,” was 
behind a letter that was mailed to some 
residents in the latter stages of the cam-
paign that damaged his reputation. He 
said he has hired a private detective and 
a law firm to find the culprit.

Knickerbocker said she heard about 
the unsigned letter but vehemently de-
nied authoring it. She explained a dif-
ferent flier she sent out simply corrected 
many of the falsehoods that were being 
directed at her and the Board of Trustees 
by Donahue.

“I would never do that. That is not my 
style. I don’t attack people’s families,” 
Knickerbocker stressed. “We’re too small 
of a village to get into this type of thing. 
Just tell the truth, put it out there and let 
the people decide.”

One of the hot button issues of the 
campaign was a 13-year pilot agreement 
between Entergy, owners of the Indian 
Point nuclear power plants, and the vil-
lage, Town of Cortlandt and the Hen-

drick Hudson School District.
The pilot program, which ends in June 

2015, has cost Buchanan about $7.7 mil-
lion in property taxes, a deal Donahue, 
who had a stint as mayor from 1994-
2002, called “a disaster for the village.” 
However, a document, dated January 16, 
2001, surfaced during the campaign with 
Donahue’s signature that was titled “Real 
Property Tax Implementing Agreement 
for the Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power 
Plant,” which Knickerbocker said was a 
precursor to the 13-year pilot.

Knickerbocker said when Con Edison 
owned the nuclear plants it paid 90% of 
the village’s taxes. Now, Entergy, which 
employs many village residents, pays 
43%.

“The pilot program was not a good 
thing for the village,” she said. “I said all 
along we’ll do what’s in the best interest 
of the village. We don’t know what that is 
(with Entergy).”

Meanwhile,iIn the race for two trus-
tee seats, Nicolas Zachary and Richard 
Funchion, running with Knickerbocker, 
earned their third two-year terms with 
333 and 321 votes respectively. Former 
Trustee Brian Smith, Donahue’s lone 
trustee running mate, received 152 votes.

Village Justice Jennifer Daly, who has 
served in Buchanan since 1999, was 
cross endorsed and ran unopposed.

Knickerbocker Elected New Mayor in Village of Buchanan

Rick Pezzullo Photo
Joann Fabrics store manager Jason Miele presented a $2,000 check to oakside elementary School 
second grade teacher Alexis Vazquez at the hudson Valley chamber of commerce Business expo at 
colonial terrace in cortlandt Saturday.
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Marie Eagens
Marie Theresa (Antunes) Eagens, a life-

time resident of Peekskill, died on March 
17. She was 74. 

She was born in Peekskill and attended 
local schools. Mrs. Eagens worked for 
many years at Genung’s (Howlands) De-
partment Store in Peekskill as office man-
ager, and later, as a secretary in the tax de-
partment for the Town of Cortlandt. 

She is survived by her husband, James 
Eagens of Montrose, her son Christo-
pher, grandson James, and brothers An-
thony, Fred, and Andrew Antunes, sister 
Beatrice Finnerty, and several nieces and 
nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at Assumption Church in Peekskill, 
followed by interment at Assumption 
Cemetery in Cortlandt. 

Shirley Ann Tudor
Shirley Ann Tudor, a longtime resident 

of Peekskill, died peacefully at her home 
on March 13. She was 78.

Born in Shrewsbury, Shropshire, Eng-
land in 1935, to Mary McGreevy and Al-
bert Tudor, she emigrated to the U.S in 
1953. A graduate of Shrewsbury Techni-
cal College and Stonier Graduate School 
of Banking, she worked in the banking 
industry for decades and most recently 
retired as Manager and Vice President of 
Hudson Valley Bank in Peekskill. She was 
a member of the Peekskill Rotary Club 
and the Peekskill Garden Club. 

She was predeceased by her parents, 
brother Michael Tudor, and sister, Mar-
jorie Travis. She is survived by brothers, 
Derek (Sue) Tudor of Garrison, Brian 
(Pearl) Tudor of Wales, several nieces and 
nephews, and several great and great-great 

nieces and nephews. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held at Assumption Church in 
Peekskill, followed by interment at As-
sumption Cemetery in Cortlandt.

James J. O’Keefe
James J. O’Keefe, a resident of Somers, 

died March 16 in New York City after a 
brief illness. He was 89.

He was born May 14, 1924 in NYC to 
James and Helen O’Keefe and was raised 
in Yonkers. After graduating from Roo-
sevelt High School in Yonkers, he joined 
the U.S. Marine Corps and served in 
WWII. He graduated from Manhattan 
College and pursued a career in sales, 
working in retail and the insurance indus-
try. He then opened a successful real es-
tate firm in Yonkers and focused the bulk 
of his professional career in that field. He 
took much pride in his business and con-
tinued working as a real estate appraiser 
until recently.

He had a strong sense of civic duty, 
serving on many boards of directors in-
cluding St. John’s Riverside Hospital and 
The Hudson Valley National Bank. Ad-
ditionally, he served as president of the 
Yonkers Board of Education, president of 
the Yonkers United Way and participated 
in numerous other organizations.

Always wanting to learn, he recently 
completed computer classes. He was an 
avid reader, preferring history and biog-
raphy books. For many years, he was a 
member of the Heritage Hills Golf Club 
and he played Paddle Tennis there as 
well. He was an active parishioner of St. 
Joseph’s RC Church in Somers.

The devoted husband of Doris (Beairs-
to) and the proud father of Kathleen, Do-
reen O’Keefe McNamara, James, Don and 

Jack O’Keefe, he will be missed by all that 
knew him. Mr. O’Keefe made it look easy 
to raise a successful family, his proudest 
accomplishment - his eight grandchildren 
will miss “Jimbo.”

A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated at St. Joseph’s Church in Somers.

Paul Dolcimascolo
Paul Dolcimascolo of Myrtle Beach, 

formerly of Ossining, died March 14. He 
was 78. 

He was born March 24, 1935 in Os-
sining to Cosmo and Angelina Dolcimas-
colo. He served in the U.S. Army 1953-
1955. He served in Panama and later was 
assigned as a Sentinel Guard at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldiers at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. He worked as a butcher 
for the A&P and was shop steward. 

He was predeceased by his grandson 
Bryan. He is survived by his wife Evelyn, 
son Paul Jr. and daughter-in-law Maria, 
daughters Joni Hedglin (Tom), Donna 
Marie Eickler (Scott), grandchildren 
Paul Thomas, Christopher, Scott Fran-
cis, Nicole, three great-grandchildren, 
brother Anthony, sister Josephine Warner 
Connor and many nieces and nephews. 
A Mass of Christian burial was held at St. 
Ann’s Church in Ossining, followed by  
burial at St. Augustine’s Cemetery.

Nancy McGovern
Nancy J. McGovern, a longtime Ossin-

ing resident, died March 19. She was 61. 
She was born on June 29, 1952 to John 

and Florence Bonadies Brown. She gradu-
ated from Sleepy Hollow High School and 
Pace University. She had been an account-

ant with Kraft General Foods in Tarry-
town for many years. She was married to 
Joseph McGovern, who predeceased her 
in 2010. She was an avid reader and will 
also be remembered for her love of ani-
mals and the outdoors.

She is survived by her sons Patrick 
(Patricia) of Bedford Hills and Joseph of 
Stamford, CT. She is also survived by her 
sister Lorie Federico of Nyack and her 
brother Ronald Brown of Mt. Vernon, as 
well as a large extended family of aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Vincent Rubeo
Vincent J. Rubeo, a resident of Katonah 

and longtime social studies teacher in 
Ossining, died March 19 after a 25-year 
struggle with Parkinson’s Disease. He was 
85.

He was born on December 25, 1928 in 
Yonkers, the first son of Vincent J. Rubeo 
and Mary (Della Camera) Rubeo. Mr. 
Rubeo was a veteran of the Korean War, 
where his experience of the senseless suf-
fering of wounded soldiers ignited his 
life-long passion for peace, social justice 
and a clean environment. Through a 35-
year career as a social studies teacher in 
Ossining, he worked passionately for the 
welfare of his students and helped organ-
ize the first teachers union. He was also a 
carpenter, building his own home, which 
he filled with his beloved books. 

He is survived by his five children: 
Peter of Katonah, Paul (Vera) of Ulster 
Park, NY, Chris of Los Angeles, CA, Mary 
(Greg) Gaiser of Miami Springs, FL, Eliz-
abeth (Tom) Kelsey of Yorktown; 10 cher-
ished grandchildren and his siblings: Paul 
(Theresa) of Yonkers, and Thomas (Glo-
ria) of Wappingers Falls.

 Obituaries

Yorktown Police

March 12 
12:15 p.m. – A 17-year-old unidenti-

fied male student from Lakeland High 
School was charged with criminal pos-
session of a weapon in the fourth degree. 
School Resource Officer Lawrence Pan-
iccia conducted an investigation at the 
school in reference to photos of illegal 
drugs and weapons which were allegedly 
posted on Facebook by a Lakeland stu-
dent. As a result of the investigation, the 
Yorktown male was found to be in pos-
session of a metal knuckles knife while 
attending school. The student is sched-
uled to appear in Yorktown Town Court 
on April 15.

State Police

March 15

8:18 p.m. – Glenn P. Johnson, 55, of 
Mahopac, was charged with felony aggra-
vated driving while intoxicated following 
an investigation of a possibly intoxicated 
individual stumbling in the parking lot of 
Stop and Shop on Route 6 in the Town of 
Somers. Johnson was allegedly operating 
a vehicle in the parking lot while intoxi-
cated. Johnson was charged with a felony 
since he had a prior conviction for DWI 
within the past 10 years and for the BAC 
being .18% or higher. He was arraigned 
in Somers Town Court and remanded to 
Westchester County Jail.

March 18
10:34 p.m. – Steven Wojtusiak, 45, 

of Yorktown, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, a misdemeanor, and 
unlawful possession of marijuana, a vio-
lation,  following a traffic stop by State 
Police in Cortlandt for an equipment 

violation. Wojtusiak provided a positive 
breath sample that yielded a blood alco-
hol content of .11%. He is scheduled to 
appear in Putnam Valley Court.

 Police Blotter

Steven Wojtusiak
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Letters
School Superintendents are an Unnecessary 

Financial Burden
To the Editor:

Response to, “School Districts Can 
Find Instant Savings Doing Without Su-
perintendents.”

I applaud the editors for finally ad-
dressing this education issue that is 
never brought to light. Nobody really 
thinks about the role superintendents 
have in school districts and how much 
of a financial burden they are when all 
the public hears about are stories about 
evaluations, curriculum, and merit-pay. 

As the school budget season approach-
es, your editorial has helped bring to the 
forefront one more financial question 
voters and school districts have to an-
swer: the role of a superintendent. The 
very fact that a superintendent can earn 
$250,000 to $400,000 is nothing short 
of ridiculous when the average wage of 
a starting teacher is between $40,000 
to $70,000 and the workload for school 
faculty and staff (regardless of years of 
experience) is quadruple that of a su-
perintendent. This is not including that 
the superintendent has assistant super-
intendents in different fields who earn 
close to the equivalent salary. You’ve 
pointed out a crucial fact: State constitu-
tions don’t require the creation or for that 
matter, need, of said position. But state 
constitutions do have specific clauses 
pertaining to the human right of people 
to have a fair and equitable education. By 

having such a position with such a high 
salary for doing work nobody really sees 
or hears of is nothing short of absurd 
when that money can be used to retain 
jobs, create new programs, and upgrade 
facilities. 

An excellent point you made was the 
fact that such a highly paid official rec-
ommends items to Boards of Education. 
However, Board of Education members 
hold unpaid democratically elected posi-
tions. How is an appointed official who 
has such miniscule power over policy 
make out like such a bandit? You cite an 
excellent idea that’s been around for a 
while now in New York State: consolida-
tion. We’re one of the only states that are 
still modeled as though it’s the 1800’s, not 
only with school districts, but with other 
public services too. In today’s world of 
telecommunications, high-speed tran-
sit, and other technological advances, 
it’s time for mandatory consolidation for 
everyone and everything. It saves mon-
ey, services, and consolidates authority. 
Nothing short of a state constitutional 
amendment for consolidation will suf-
fice. The only problem I have with the 
previous editorial is that you state it’s a 
tough decision to remove a superintend-
ent: it’s actually not. When the public 
hears and researches how outdated a sys-
tem this is, how much of their tax dollars 
are wasted when it could be used to build 

up districts and not tear them down, the 
answer will be obvious: The superintend-
ent should be removed, even the assist-
ant superintendents. Too much money is 
being wasted and bureaucracy shouldn’t 
even be in education in the first place. 

Voters should not only demand a 
change this May, voters should start from 
now, this day and create a petition to for-
ever eliminate a useless position that has 
outlived its inconsequential purpose.

EMil Moussa
Cortlandt

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
approximately  250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld 
from publication on the discretion of 
the editor. Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to Northern 
Westchester Examiner Editor-in-
Chief Rick Pezzullo at rpezzullo@
theexaminernews.com.

The Norther Westchester Examiner 
requires that all letter writers provide 
their name, address and contact 
information.

 Letters Policy

Non-Resident Chamber Members Should Have 
No Say in Yorktown Elections

To the Editor:
Say no to outside influencers; Say it 

ain’t so Joe. 
Recent elections were influenced by 

changes made by the Yorktown Cham-
ber of Commerce Board of Directors. 
Until the 2013 elections the Chamber 
policy was to be nonpartisan and non-
political. Changes to the bylaws enabled 
changes to the policy, allowing the board 
the ability to endorse candidates for po-
litical office. A number of chamber board 
members resigned in protest of the by-
law and policy changes. These changes 
were apparently conceived and pursued 
by a handful of the board members. This 
practice should be cause for alarm to all 
Yorktown residents and businesses. 

As far as we can determine the York-
town Chamber of Commerce never in its 
50 plus years of existence endorsed can-
didates for political office, and for good 
reason, it made no sense. Considering the 
diverse makeup and political persuasion 
of our citizens and businesses why would 

you pit one citizen/business against the 
other?  In order to try and understand 
how this could occur, an analysis of the 
Yorktown Chamber Board of directors is 
necessary. My analysis is based on my ob-
servations, research and experiences with 
the organization, some knowledge of the 
people who are part of it, as well as my in-
volvement in the community at large.

The Yorktown Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors at last look consists 
of 22 members. A six member executive 
board and 16 board members.  

The political makeup of the executive 
board is 4 Republicans, 1 Democrat and 
1 board member whose registration is 
not known (likely not a voting resident of 
Yorktown). Two of the 6 member execu-
tive board (33%) do not reside in York-
town and therefore not eligible to vote. 
Of the 4 Republicans, one is a former 
town councilman and Republican dis-
trict leader. The Democrat is a former 
supervisor and district leader. 

Eight of the 16 board members consist 

of 4 Republican, 3 Democrats, and 1 non 
party affiliation.  The other 8 were found 
to not be registered as voters with the 
Westchester County Board of Elections 
and likely are not residents of the Town 
of Yorktown. 

In conclusion, of the 22 members who 
comprise the Yorktown Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors, 10 appar-
ently are not registered to vote and/or are 
not residents of Yorktown. In addition 
some do not own or operate a business 
in Yorktown. As a percentage they repre-
sent 45.5% of the voting membership of 
the board. This kind of outside influence 
in our elections is unacceptable! Nonres-
ident Yorktown Chamber of Commerce 
board members should not be allowed 
to influence the elections in a town they 
cannot vote in or do not live in. Say it 
isn’t so Joe.

BoB Giordano
Former member, Board Member, 

Treasurer, Chairman of the Yorktown 
Chamber of Commerce
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Yorktown Brokerage | 703 East Main Street (Route 6), Jefferson Valley, New York | HoulihanLawrence.com 
HGMLS: 1/1/13 to 12/31/13, dollar volume & transactions sold, single family homes, by offi ce, Yorktown Municipality.  

HGMLS: 1/1/13 to 12/31/13, dollar volume and number of single family homes sold, by both listing and selling agent, Yorktown Municipality.

WANT PROVEN RESULTS?

No one knows the Yorktown Market better.
Contact John for a confi dential consultation.

John Kincart
Associate Real Estate Broker

www.MrYorktown.com 
www.JohnKincart.com
Mobile: 914.384.3385
jkincart@houlihanlawrence.com 

• Consistent Top Producer and Award Winner

• 28 Years of Full-Time Real Estate Experience

• NYS Certifi ed Appraiser Experience

• Extensive Knowledge of Building Permit 
 and Certifi cate of Occupancy Issues

• Experience with Board of Health Applications

• Extensive Construction and 
 Development Knowledge

• Extensive Tax Grievance and Assessment 
 Experience

• Experience with Flood Zone and Flood 
 Insurance Issues

• Skilled Negotiator and Knowledgeable 
 Advisor

Work With The #1 Selling Real Estate Agent 
And Brokerage In Yorktown
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Fourth Annual Gateway Consumer Experience Draws Crowds

Rick Pezzullo PhotoS
Assemblywoman Sandra Galef  chats with the Games Men Play author Georgette Gouveia; (Right:) lisa Rodrigues, owner of  
once upon A time daycare and preschool in Putnam Valley.

(top center) James Garson of  Fred A. cook 
Jr. inc; a costumed member of  the lincoln 

Society of  Peekskill; Marie Green and Paula 
Barra of  edward Jones. (Bottom center:) 

Dr. Michael Berardis of  Berardis Family 
chiropractic in Shrub oak; Anna Soto, home 

lending specialist for citibank.

(R:) Mike Bennett of  100.7 WhuD holds his 
new book; Vanessa Raffaele, Jennifer Naley 

and Francesca Mcliverty of  on My toes 
Dance in cortlandt.
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Show Starts
 at 7

:00pm 

1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Tel:  914-245-0460. 
William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

How To Pronounce
William Raveis
A Public Service Presented by 

Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru”
Since youʼre going to be hearing the name a lot as the fine
quality real estate company moves to Number One spot in
New York, please know that its name is pronounced:

And if you want to learn how to
pronounce, “My home is sold,” call
Bill at 914-522-2076 (cell).

“RAY - VIS”

“RAY - VIS”

Not “Ra-vee-ass,”
Not “Ra - vees,”
Not “Raves,” but

Eric Johansen and Basso to apologize to res-
idents and said city policy would be revised 
directing all media inquiries to go through 
the city manager’s office. On Saturday at the 
Hudson Valley Chamber Business Expo, 
Johansen said he would continue to interact 
with the press.

However, Johansen agreed the News 12 

segment “was certainly not a true represen-
tation of our city as a whole,” adding “there 
was no point in time that the reporter or 
cameraman were in imminent danger.”

“The story gives the impression that the 
officer said some things that he never said,” 
Johansen commented. “We have a very safe 
city. Our crime statistics back that assess-
ment up. We have seen drug- related vio-

lence decrease significantly. We’ve pushed a 
lot of the drug trade out of Peekskill. I think 
we’ve made some great strides in the city. 
Peekskill is, if not the, one of the safest cit-
ies in the State of New York, especially when 
compared to similar cities across the state.”

While not indicating if he would issue 
an apology as Catalina suggested, Johansen 
emphasized he and the mayor were on the 

same page.
“The mayor and I are united in our desire 

to make Peekskill the safest and most enjoy-
able place for people to live, work and visit,” 
he said. “We have resources committed to 
combatting the drug trade. Drugs know no 
boundaries. They are in most affluent neigh-
borhoods, even more so. They can find their 
way into any neighborhood.”

Mayor Rips Report of Peekskill Being Drug Infested
continued from page 1

skip and jump away from the property in 
question currently owned by Kip and Julie 
Testwuide.

In response to claims by some residents 
that the sober living home will adversely 
affect the safety, health and welfare of the 
neighborhood, Al Capellini, attorney for 
Compass Westchester, in a March 19 cor-
respondence to the Town Board, questions 
the legality of denying the application.

“How far may a community lawfully 
go to exclude people who are recovering 
from substance use disorder from resid-
ing in the community? This is really the 
issue that the Town Board has to pon-
der,” Capellini stated. “To my knowledge, 
there are approximately 31 AA meetings 
per week in the Town of Yorktown held 
in such facilities as our houses of worship 
where personal admissions of the disorder 

are made in the presence of each other. 
Those meetings are not outlawed, to the 
contrary, they are encouraged, accommo-
dated and, in fact, admired by no doubt all 
the people at the March 4 meeting. Why 
then are we afraid to allow those who at-
tend those meetings to reside together for 
varying lengths of time dependent on in-
dividual needs?”

An average length of stay for male 
and female residents at the sober living 
home will be between 45 and 90 days. 
Devin McCrossan, 22, a recovering ad-
dict, will be part of a management team 
that will oversee the facility. Most of the 
rest of the staff will also be recovering 
addicts, according to Tom McCrossan, 
since they are best able to relate to the 
residents.

“It’s not like we’re reinventing the wheel. 
It’s not like we’re putting in anything that 

hasn’t been done before,” said Devin Mc-
Crossan, who noted he worked at a similar 
“very high-end facility” in a townhouse in 
New York City. “They think it’s going to be a 
slum, that people will be hanging out doing 
drugs. The house should reflect the clientele 
you want to bring in.”

Tom McCrossan and McGoldrick said 
they looked at six or seven other residences, 
including homes in Bedford and Pound 
Ridge, for about two years before settling on 
the main house and two-cottage home in 
Yorktown, which also has an indoor swim-
ming pool.

“It’s a feel-good home. This really is the 
perfect fit for a variety of reasons,” McCros-
san said. “This property in Bedford would 
be three or four times more expensive. 
Everyone believes everyone is in it for the 
money. Our objective is to try to get people 
on the right path.”

The applicants said a business/operations 
plan with house rules was submitted to the 
Town Board on March 4. They stressed they 
have proposed expanding on that by per-
forming criminal background checks on all 
prospective residents, which will be limited 
to 14. They also will agree to meet with town 
officials on the one-year anniversary of the 
special permit to discuss their performance 
and any other issues, and accommodate 
“reasonable requests” for meetings with 
neighbors.

Councilman Nick Bianco said he hasn’t 
seen the conditions proposed by the appli-
cants but from what he was told they “sound 
reasonable.”

“The public hearing is still open and I 
have an open mind,” he said. “We’ll have to 
see what the Zoning Board does. This is ob-
viously something new in Yorktown and we 
need to do our due diligence.”

Sober Home Brain Trust Agreeable to Self-Imposed Conditions
continued from page 1
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Cutting Edge
Salon & Barbers

“Always on the Cutting Edge of 
What’s New and Hot Out There Today”.

(914) 556-6352
250 Mahopac Ave. • Yorktown Heights NY 10598

www.atcuttingedge.com 

Spring Is Finally Here! Ladies come on in and take advantage of some of our amazing 
spring offers from Color to Keratin Treatments we are offering discounts on it all so that 
you can have beautifully colored and manageable hair all spring and summer long!

$3000

For a men’s cut and 
hot towel shave.

Exp. 4/30/14

$8000
For a Single Process Color, Paul 

Mitchell Deep Conditioning 
Treatment, and Blow Dry.

Exp. 4/30/14

$19900
Keratin 

Smoothing Treatments 
Exp. 5/31/14

HELP WANTED:
Barbers and 

Hair Stylists. PT/FT

Offering highest 

commissions in the 

area for followings

Cutting Edge
Yorktown

By Neal Rentz
Sibling rivalry is not an issue at the 

Cutting Edge hair salon in Yorktown.
Brothers Mike and Christopher Baron, 

who both reside in Putnam Valley, 
opened their business two-and-one-half 
years ago on Mahopac Avenue, off Route 
6.

“We complement each other for the 
most part,” Christopher said last week. 
“He’s very laid back and he deals with 
the front of the house mostly. We don’t 
step on each other’s toes and we get along 
well.” 

“We found a great location at an 
opportune moment,” Christopher said, 
noting that the building was utilized as a 
hair salon for 15 years before he and his 
brother purchased the property.  

Mike is the barber. “We’re a full service 
salon,” he said. ‘We offer a whole range, 
from haircuts to color, highlights, (and) 
any kind of the latest trends.”

Cutting Edge is a Paul Mitchell 
Focused Salon that offers that company’s 
products. 

The business serves men, women 
and children, with a divider separating 
males and females. “We’re big on 
customer service,” Mike said. “We want 

to make things as affordable for people 
as possible.”

Christopher previously co-owned 
a Long Island-based event marketing 

business and this is the first business his 
brother has owned.  

Mike said he and his sibling chose 
Cutting Edge for the name for their 

salon, “because it rolls off the tongue 
nicely.” 

“We’re always on the cutting edge of 
new, trendy hair styles,” Mike said. The 
brothers attend hair shows and speak 
with distributors about what is new in 
hair styles. 

The brothers have a goal to franchise 
Cutting Edge to other locations, 
potentially to southern Westchester 
County and New York City.

The duo also wants to give back to 
the community. “We decided that come 
April, we’re actually going to try to raise 
money for a different charity every 
month for the remainder of the year.” 
Christopher said, noting the first charity 
the business will assist is the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. “We’re probably going 
to offer some kind of raffle,” he said.

Cutting Edge is located at 250 Mahopac 
Ave., off Route 6, in Yorktown. For more 
information, call 914-556-6352 or visit 
cuttingedge.com.

Businesses

of the Week

NeAl ReNtz Photo
Putnam Valley residents christopher and Mike Baron co-own the cutting edge hair salon in Yorktown.
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Camps
14       

Time To RegisTeR!
WinTeR session

summeR & sepTembeR
Ages 18 mos To 5 yeARs

 befoRe And AfTeR school cARe 
K ThRu 2nd gRAde           

Let us give your child the tools to succeed -
Montessori Educational Approach 

Our curriculum exceeds 
NYS learning standards!

Dedicated teaching staff, safe,
warm environment. 

Come visit for a personalized tour.
yorktown heights & granite springs locations 

914 962-2929
www.brightbeginpreschool.com

Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed
open 7 am to 6 pm

ONGOING ENROLLMENTS
AGES 18 MOS - KINDERGARTEN

YORKTOwN HEIGHTS & 
GRANITE SpRINGS LOcATIONS

INcLUSION cLASSROOM AVAILABLE
ScHOOL AGE pROGRAM OFFERED

Qualified staff committed to excellence – teaching with a vision – 
Montessori Educational Approach

Highest professional standards – Academic hands on
curriculum, in classroom environments

conducive to learning, music • movement • Spanish instruction •  large gym 
– Full or half days/ Extended Hrs available 7 am – 6pm

Summer and Fall Program Openings 2-5 Days Available
Lic by OCFS – Reg by NYS Dept of Ed

www.BRIGHTBEGINpREScHOOL.cOM                                             914 962-2929

The Hudson Valley’s premiere 
school of Irish dance!  

On-going registration with    
convenient locations in

Upper Westchester/Putnam and   
Fishkill, Dutchess County.  

Specializing in solo, team and 
world champion classes. Check 
out our fun introductory classes 

for toddlers and beginners.    

Now Announcing:  
Summer 2014 Day Camps! 

Choose from week-long sessions 
starting June 23rd for 7 weeks 

from 9 am—2 pm.  
Great introduction for beginners 

& lots of dance, fitness and 
friendship for all ages!

Also specialized intensive     
workshops for solos and teams.  

Kelly-Oster School of Irish Dance 
54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY 
email: kellyosterids@aol.com 

www.kellyoster.com 
845-598-3094@KellyOsterIDS                                                                                                            Kelly Oster School 

2013 World  
Irish Dancing  
Championship  
Dance Drama  

3rd Place 
 

2012 & 13  
1st Place  

North America 
Mid-Atlantic 
Region Dance 

Drama  
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The Hudson Valley's premier
school of Irish dance!

On-going registration with
convenient locations in

Upper Westchester/Putnam and
Fishkill, Dutchess County.

Specializing in solo, team and
world champion classes. Check
out our fun introductory classes

for toddlers and beginners.

Kelly-Oster School of Irish Dance
54 Miller Road, Mahopac, NY
email: kellyosterids@aol.com

www.kellyoster.com
846-598-3094  Kelly Oster School@KellyOsterIDS  

Now Announcing:
Summer 2014 Day Camps!

Choose from week-long sessions
starting June 23rd for 7 weeks

from 9am - 2pm.
Great introduction for beginners

& lots of dance, fitness and
friendship for all ages!

Also specialized intensive
workshops for solos and teams.

�	My Gym Yorktown Heights • 42 Triangle Center North •  Yorktown Heights, NY, 10598

 (914) 302-7705

My Gym delivers award winning programs 
for children ages 6 weeks through 13 years

 Non-competitive gymnastics, sports, 
and fantastic birthday parties! Your fi rst class is Free!

 Join us for our 
FREE Open House, 

April 4th 3-7pm 
& April 5th 9am-1pm

 Spring and Summer Camps enrolling now!
�w�w�w�.�m�y�g�y�m�.�c�o�m�/�y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n�h�e�i�g�h�t�s

�	�y�o�r�k�t�o�w�n�@�m�y�g�y�m�.�c�o�m

Now under new management!

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”

Come join the fun at Camp Saw 
Mill, which is entering its 22nd year of 
providing children with the area’s most 
exciting camp experience. The camp 
has earned an outstanding reputation 
for nurturing children as individuals by 
providing age appropriate activities that 
develop self-esteem and confidence; 
traits that last a lifetime.

Camp Saw Mill is for ages two to 10 
and Chess Camp for ages six to 13. Both 
camps are located at the spacious Saw 

Mill Club in Mount Kisco. Campers 
are grouped by age; all activities are 
conducted by specialty teachers and are 
age appropriate.

The morning schedule includes daily 
swim lesson withan outstanding aquatics 
staff, tennis lesson from award-winning 
tennis professionals, arts and crafts and 
sports with Happy Fit sports directors. 
The afternoon schedule for five to 
10-year-olds is divided between sports 
and swim.  The afternoon for three and 

four-year-olds is playtime and swim.
Half and full day options are available, 

as well as two to five day options. The 
Chess Camp is full day every day. The 
dates for camp are June 16 through 
August 22. You have the luxury of 
picking which weeks you want. Come 
and see all Camp Saw Mill has to offer 
for a fun-filled summer! 

The club’s camp director has a 
background and certification in 
education. The best way to describe the 

camp’s philosophy is “Our goal is to 
create a safe, stimulating atmosphere 
fostering children’s intellectual, social, 
emotional and physical development. 
Our unique facility allows us to provide a 
place children can develop a healthy and 
happy lifestyle through physical fitness 
and learning.”  

For a tour or more information, 
contact Lynn Hertel at 914-733-4038 or 
lhertel@sawmillclub.com.

Check Out What’s New at Camp Saw Mill

Small NewS iS BiG NewS - 914-864-0878
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New York, NY--New York families 
choosing a day camp for their child 
should be aware that not all summer 
camps are inspected by the Department 
of Health each year due to a loophole 
that exists under current New York State 
Law.  Currently, single-purpose day 
camps are not required by law to follow 
the same rules and regulations that other 
summer day camps comply with in order 
to operate and obtain a permit from 
the Department of Health. This means 
that many of the day camps parents are 
choosing aren’t regulated and may not 
meet basic safety standards. 

“Many parents aren’t aware that the 
camp they selected isn’t inspected by 
the Department of Health and that there 
may be safety concerns for their child,” 
said Ben Esposito, President of the New 
York State Camp Directors Association. 
“Families wouldn’t eat at a restaurant 

that was exempt from a Department of 
Health inspection for sanitary standards. 
Would they knowingly send their child 
to a camp that doesn’t meet basic safety 
standards?”

A single-purpose day camp refers 
to those camps (such as a gymnastics 
camp, baseball camp or basketball camp) 
that engage in just one non-passive 
recreational activity with significant risk 
of injury.  These camps are allowed to 
operate without a Department of Health 
permit or inspection and may not meet 
the same strict safety standards as day 
camps that have two or more activities 
on site. The state Department of Health 
estimates that there are approximately 
2,400 of these camps situated throughout 
the State of New York.

For over 30 years, outdoor day camps 
in New York have been licensed and 
inspected by the Department of Health. 

Shockingly, single-purpose camps 
remain completely unregulated. Parents 
should be aware that because there is no 
DOH permitting or inspection, there can 
be significant safety issues. For example, 
single purpose camps are not required 
to ascertain if their employees and 
volunteers are included in a sex offender 
registry. They are also not subjected to 
regular inspections by the Department 
of Health to ensure compliance with 
a wide range of safety standards 
including background checks of staff 
personnel, minimum age requirement 
for counselors, proper staffing ratios, and 
dozens of other safeguards that protect 
children at other summer day camps. 

“Day camps are a crucial part of our 
children’s development and they should 
be a place that is safe for children,” said 
Scott Ralls, President of the American 
Camp Association, New York and New 

Jersey. “Unfortunately, not all summer 
day camps are regulated, so parents need 
to do their due diligence when looking 
for a camp and make sure they are 
choosing a camp that is inspected by the 
Department of Health and is accredited 
by the American Camp Association, NY 
and NJ.”

For further information or to speak 
with a camp spokesperson, please contact 
Jess Michaels at the American Camp 
Association, NY and NJ at 212.391.5208 
x1015 or jess@aca-nynj.org.

When Choosing a Summer Camp, Make Sure Camp is Safe
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To Register For Camp: www.pnwboces.org/tech or
http://register.asapconnected.com/default.aspx?org=1358

Discount of  $10 per camp for payments received by May 2nd, 2014

CampAd_Examiner2014final2.indd   1 2/25/14   2:27 PM

For information on these programs call 914-528-5600 • 1949 E Main St, Mohegan Lk, NY 
Nancy Brophy, Owner

Both Programs are registering now for September 2014

Tom Thumb Knows the “Power of Play”

H H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H 

Preschool, Recreational 
and Team classes available.

Helping to build Healthy Bodies 
and Strong Minds

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy - Club Manager/Coach

Summer Camp
Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager
914-528-5437

NYS Certified Cirruculum

We Are A School!

1/2 Day or Full Day 
Programs

Operating Hours 
7am to 6pm

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus • 1949 E. Main St.
Mohegan Lake NY • Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

For Ages 3.5 to 
9 years old
Hours: 9-3

Choose your own days
Before/After care 

Available

Summer 
Camp

914-528-5600

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team 

Classes Available

For Ages 3-5 to 9 years old
Hours: 9 to 3

Choose your own days.

Games
Swimming
Arts & Crafts
Tennis
Sports

Games
Swimming
Arts & Crafts
Tennis
Sports

Monday–Friday

April 14–18
Monday–Friday

April 14–18

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons, Sports,
Carnival, Camp Musical & so Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 1/20/2014   12:08:30 PM

9am-3pm

Contact Lynn Hertel
lhertel@sawmillclub.com
914-733-4038 
77 Kensico Drive, 
Mt Kisco NY 10549

Camps
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Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook and Instagram) 

Inspirational All Occasion Gifts, Rosaries, Bibles, Prayer books, Diamond Crosses,
Over 450 St. Medals, Communion, Baptismal, Flower girl, Special Occasion Dresses

$5 OFF
Any 

$25 purchase
(not to be combined  

with any other purchase) 
exp 3/31/14

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move

Experience, Integrity, Knowledge
Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage

914-747-3535
www.homefi ndersrealtor.com

SOLD

Serving all Westchester 
for over 30 years

2013 National 
Association of Realtors® 
say “84% of buyers found 
the home they bought on 
the internet before they 

contacted an Agent”

Pleasantville, NY

By Janine Bowen
Spring is finally here, which means 

warm weather and the urge to get out-
side. For local adults who want to get 
active this season, the Yorkville Sports 
Association offers a variety of leagues for 
players of all ages and skill levels. 

The YSA, which began in Manhattan 
in 1978, had its first season in Westch-
ester last year, and featured spring and 
summer softball, golf, and flag football 
teams. 

One of the most unique elements 
about YSA teams is that they cater to 
the over 50 segment of the population, 
which are often underserved when it 
comes to team sports. The organization 
currently offers a men’s softball league 
for players over the age of 50. All other 
teams are co-ed and open to all players 
over the age of 20. 

Peggy Derevlany, a PR representative 
who spoke on behalf of YSA founder Al 
Morales, explained that the goal of the 
leagues is not to encourage competition, 
but to afford adults an opportunity to be 
active and social. 

“These are fun leagues. The primary 
purpose of this is to get out and have a 
good time with your friends. The real 
focus isn’t so much to be competitive as 
it is to have a great time, get out, be ac-
tive, have fun, and play a game with your 

friends just like you did when you were a 
kid,” she said. 

Derevlany also explained that Morales 
strongly believes in the idea that physi-
cal activity and time spent outdoors are 
important elements to the well-being of 
individuals during all phases of life. 

Although the YSA has only had one 
season is Westchester so far, the response 
from local residents has been positive. 
Last year the YSA was able to assemble 
18 teams, which played in regular games 
as well as playoffs. A party, with prizes 
for winning teams, is held at the end of 
every league season. 

“It was a great season and very suc-
cessful in terms of the enthusiasm of the 
participants,” said Derevlany. 

David Rocco played on the 50-plus 
softball league last year and said that the 
team was not only a great way for him to 
get back into a sport he loves but for him 
to meet new friends in the town. 

“Since I moved here 12 years ago…I 
never really had the chance to develop 
friendships. The YSA league introduced 
me to many nice people, including my 
teammates who were all classy guys, just 
looking to get out of the house for a few 
hours, meet new people, and have some 
fun reliving their youth,” said Rocco, 
who has since started working part-time 

for the YSA. 
Rocco, 57, also fondly 

recalls the humor of watch-
ing his teammates, who 
were all over the age of 50, 
try to play like they were 
still young men. 

“It was fun to watch peo-
ple think they were still in 
their 20s or 30s, but their 
bodies had other ideas and 
brought them back to real-
ity,” he said. 

Rocco applauded the 
YSA staff for their expertise 
in organizing leagues and 
Derevlany believes that the 
structure and camaraderie 
fostered by leagues are part 
of what attracts players. 

“If you’re part of a league 
and part of a team, there’s a 
real reason for you to go out. You have a 
commitment to your teammates and that 
translates into more regular and system-
atic participation in the sport,” she said. 

One of the unique elements about 
YSA leagues is that pre-formed teams 
can register to play but single players 
can attend scrimmages as free agents, to 
be matched up with a pre-existing team 
or to meet players and form a team of 

their own.  
In addition, registration for a YSA 

league is all inclusive and players will 
never be asked to pay on-field fees. Many 
town leagues require on-field fees to pay 
umpires, but the YSA hires their own 
certified game officials for every game. 

Registration fees for YSA leagues vary 
by sport and season, but players who 
want to learn more can visit ysaleagues.
com. 

YSA Offers Leagues for Adults to Stay Active and Have Fun

YSA offers adults a chance to swing for the fences again..
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God has a great sense of humor. 
In the early 2000s when the Cappelli 

Organization came to Yorktown to reveal 
a plan for a large, luxury residential com-
plex it wanted to build, I thought to my-
self I’d never want to live in a place like 
that. I thought it was just too big and ex-
pensive for our area. But, as I announced 
last week, I just bought into it. 

What happened during the interven-
ing dozen years that has rendered me an 
enthusiastic buyer just dying to get into 
the place? A number of things.

When first announced, the units were 
to be priced from the mid $500,000s  to 
$1.3 million. In our sleepy community 
where the average single-family house 
sold at the time for under $450,000, that 
seemed to me, as a member of our archi-
tectural review board, a bit out of whack. 
When I brought this to the attention 
of the developer’s representatives, the 
somewhat impatient response was, “Sir, 
you don’t know your own market.”   

The project was approved by all the 
necessary boards. Despite the fact that it 
was marketed at the height of the real es-
tate boom, just as I had predicted, it was 
the wrong concept at the wrong time in 
the wrong place at the wrong price. After 
nearly a half dozen years, only a handful 
of the 141 units had sold.

Everybody agreed that the building and 
the units were beautifully designed and ap-
pointed but the public rejected apartment-
style living, even with incredible amenities, 
at a price point that would have 
been more acceptable in Chap-
paqua or White Plains.

But a few years ago some 
novel marketing moves were 
made. First, a deal was made 
with Donald Trump to add 
his name to the marquee for 
a more glitzy appeal as Trump 
Park Residences. I’m not sure 
that it did the trick for me. I 
was still mad that Trump had 
littered the Taconic State Park-
way with four giant signs an-
nouncing state parks that you 
can neither find nor visit.

Then two years ago there 
seemed to be a confluence of 
elements that came together 
to change public perception. Obviously, 
some smart financial re-structuring had 
been done that allowed drastic price re-
ductions that caught everyone’s attention. 

Then something else happened that 
I’ve never heard mentioned as an influ-
ence on the housing market, but I believe 
has had an impact: Superstorm Sandy.  
It’s what convinced my wife and me that 

we didn’t want to brace for the next ex-
treme storm as guardians of our own 
property ever again. We were getting too 
old to deal with it.

We wanted to now live in 
a big beautiful building that 
would be taken care of by 
a staff of highly competent 
people. Let somebody else 
worry about a tree being 
pulled up by its roots.

Another factor is that I’ve 
become a friendlier old cuss 
in my more senior years and 

that is reflected in my pre-
ferred home style. My wife 
and I have experienced the 
joys of our first studio apart-
ment, our first two-bedroom 
apartment, our first town 
home, our first country home, 
our renovations, our first sec-
ond home, and now, what will 

become our retirement home, surround-
ed by people our own age with whom we 
want to socialize and grow old with. I feel 
more energized than ever and can’t wait 
for this new chapter to unfold.

The most exciting part is that our new 
home, which sold a few years ago for over 
$900,000, was just contracted for sale for 
close to half of that. That’s some deal, right? 

From what I understand, a lot of other peo-
ple are now jumping in and taking advan-
tage of very favorable pricing now offered. 
The units are selling with vigor.

Socially, having been a shy and soft 
spoken person for most of my life (I real-
ize that anybody who knows me is prob-
ably laughing as they read this), I now 
just can’t stop talking and I want to hang 
out with the guys. I don’t want to have to 
walk a mile to find a neighbor; I want to 
walk just a couple of doors down. I want 
to just get into an elevator to go to the 
gym or the game room to socialize. 

When did all this happen? I don’t 
know. The Trump Park Residences never 
changed. They were always grand and 
beautiful. I changed. I stopped being 
“Mr. Grump, Go Away and Leave Me 
Alone.” Now I’m “Mr. Shake My Hand 
and Howdy Do.”    

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and Found-
er of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the 
longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com, spe-
cializing in lifestyles, real estate and develop-
ment. His real estate site is: www.Primav-
eraRealEstate.com and his blog is: www.
TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the services 
of The Home Guru and his team to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Hello, Mr. Trump, Sorry I Waited So Long To Shake Your Hand

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Spring Savings!

Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie
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You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to let
you record and upload what you see. To give the
public access to information they need. Big things
are happening at PCTV. Find out more at pctv76.org.       

It’s all 
about you.

A TREE FALLS ON 
BEDFORD ROAD. . 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?
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The world of wine distribution is a 
tangled, complex and many times con-
fusing arena. With the repeal of Prohibi-
tion in 1933, the federal government felt 
compelled to regulate the newly revital-
ized domestic wine and liquor industry 
after its 13-year hiatus, by controlling 
the wine distribution pipeline and pre-
sumably preventing organ-
ized crime from exercising its 
political and logistical clout to 
control all, or a portion of, the 
industry.

The system in place today 
in New York is very much the 
same legal structure as was 
initiated by the federal gov-
ernment 80 years ago. This 
structure, commonly referred 
to as the “three-tier system,” 
dictates the roles of the three 
parties typically involved in 
the sale of wine (and liquor). 
A winery typically must en-
gage a wholesaler to distrib-
ute its wines. A retailer or 
restaurant must engage a wholesaler to 
source its wines. With the wholesalers/
distributors becoming the focal point of 
all wine sales, they are largely in control 
of the flow of all wine and liquor in New 
York and the rest of the United States. 

Last week, a high-profile retail group 
of companies was identified as a possible 
violator of New York State Liquor Au-
thority (SLA) regulations, subjecting the 
group to potential fines and temporary 
loss of its liquor license. 

The retail group? The restaurants and 
food halls owned and run by the “Ital-

ian Triumvirate”--Mario Ba-
tali, Joe Bastianich and Joe’s 
mother, Lidia. Together they 
have an ownership interest in 
and manage over 10 eateries 
in New York, including Tarry 
Lodge (in Port Chester), Del 
Posto, Babbo, Felidia, Becco, 
Esca, Otto, Lupo, Casa Mono 
and their quasi-franchise 
Manhattan retail stores Eata-
ly and Eataly Scuola. These 
three have spent decades cre-
ating a vast empire of highly 
regarded and highly popular 
restaurants. 

While the SLA issues 
came as somewhat of a sur-

prise, this group has stretched the legal 
boundaries before. Remember the tip 
skimming scandal at Del Posto last year 
that resulted in a multimillion dollar set-
tlement? 

The SLA referenced violations: inter-

locking interest and false material state-
ment. There has been a consensus in the 
wine industry that the Bastianich family 
(but not Batali) has an interlocking in-
terest by importing wines and offering 
them for sale at the wine shop at Eataly 
and on a few of their restaurant wine 
lists. Plus, this information apparently 
was not previously disclosed, thus the 
false statement allegation. 

While perhaps not in compliance with 
the letter of the law, it seems the SLA has 
been leaving it to the Bastianiches to in-
terpret the spirit of the law. Until now. 
The letter of the law states a retail wine 
shop/restaurant and a producer must 
maintain a legal wall between each op-
eration. Apparently, it is the Eataly wine 
shop that is the target of the SLA. 

The potential penalties are significant. 
A $500,000 fine and a suspension of the 
group’s liquor license at each named lo-
cation for six months. Needless to say, 
this would be devastating; the restau-
rants would effectively be shut down. 
Even worse, one or both of the Bastian-
iches may be required to relinquish own-
ership in the restaurants, food hall and/
or wine shop.

The likely penalties: Only the SLA can 
decide their fate, but it seems that, like 
most government agencies’ modus op-

erandi, a hefty monetary penalty will 
be exacted for the state’s coffers. One or 
both of the Bastianiches may have to step 
away from one or more of their ventures. 
A rescission of the various liquor licenses 
seems onerous and will likely be negoti-
ated out of a settlement.  

I’m reminded of the legal precept from 
my college law class--the letter of the 
law trumps the spirit of the law. I would 
think that the SLA will consider intent as 
a primary consideration. 

Are these issues the tip of the iceberg, 
extending to other importer/retailers, 
or a witch hunt against high-profile 
operators?  By the time you read this 
column it is likely the SLA will have 
elaborated on its issues and perhaps 
negotiated a settlement. Shame on the 
Italian Triumvirate and their cadre of 
lawyers for opening the door to regula-
tory intervention.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Regulators Are Always Lurking in the Shadows

All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:
Terrain 5724/16614, Sierra 10044/24068 and Acadia 8244/23615. Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 3/31/14.
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aCross
1 A cigarette or Wine & Spirits 
shop in
Putnam
5 Tied up with string
11 Water pitcher
12 Where pinot is made
13 Elusive Himalayan
14 Pay no heed to
15 Plague
17 Appraise
21 Washroom to a Brit.
24 Touch off
25 Make reparations
27 Not shawn sheep
28 Part of a tweet
30 Hey, mister ___ jay!
31 Winter necessity or Mohegan 
Lake
shoe store (goes with 36 across)
36 See 31 across
40 Dissonant
41 Say the same thing
42 Delegate
43 Unaltered
down
1 Lock opener
2 Wool coat wearer
3 Item in a gladiator’s arsenal

4 Foil
5 Between
6 Hair piece
7 Roadside refuge
8 Colleague of Morpheus and 
Trinity,
in film
9 Blow it
10 Turn black, maybe
16 Promise
17 Animal doc
18 “We ___ the Champions” 
(Queen hit)
19 “Ya big palooka!”
20 Relaxation
21 Portion of land
22 Alicia of “Falcon Crest”
23 Stagnate
26 Ancient city on the Nile
29 Become rotten
31 Cool, in the 80’s
32 Pac-12 Conference 
basketballer
33 It’s to the right: Abbr.
34 Lions’ victim
35 Swallow up
37 Plant served like potato
38 Unit of electrical resistance
39 Shoe part

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41

42 43

Across

1 A cigarette or Wine & Spirits shop in 
Putnam

5 Tied up with string

11 Water pitcher

12 Where pinot is made

13 Elusive Himalayan

14 Pay no heed to

15 Plague

17 Appraise

21 Washroom to a Brit.

24 Touch off

25 Make reparations

27 Not shawn sheep

28 Part of a tweet

30 Hey, mister ___ jay!

31 Winter necessity or Mohegan Lake 
shoe store (goes with 36 across)

36 See 31 across

40 Dissonant

41 Say the same thing

42 Delegate

43 Unaltered

Down

1 Lock opener

2 Wool coat wearer

3 Item in a gladiator's arsenal

4 Foil

5 Between

6 Hair piece

7 Roadside refuge

8 Colleague of Morpheus and Trinity, 
in film

9 Blow it

10 Turn black, maybe

16 Promise

17 Animal doc

18 "We ___ the Champions" (Queen hit)

19 "Ya big palooka!"

20 Relaxation

21 Portion of land

22 Alicia of "Falcon Crest"

23 Stagnate

26 Ancient city on the Nile

29 Become rotten

31 Cool, in the 80's

32 Pac-12 Conference basketballer

33 It's to the right: Abbr.

34 Lions' victim

35 Swallow up

37 Plant served like potato

38 Unit of electrical resistance

39 Shoe part

Crossword

see solution on page 21

“Want FREE Checking?  Prefer NOW Checking?  
My Apple Bank offers a choice —
Plus a $100 Bonus with Direct Deposit!”

wIth Direct Deposit into Grand Yield NOW
Checking or TOTALLY FREE  ExtraValue Checking

Get
**$1000.50% 

Grand Yield
NOW Checking

no other accounts required

APY* 1.05% 

2 Year CD

APY***
$1,000 minimum to open

Visit one of our 76 branches.  
Ask us how you can take advantage of these special offers and get

  a $100 cash bonus with direct deposit into your checking account!

Established 1863 · Member FDICwww.applebank.com  914-902-2775

*Grand Yield NOW Checking may be opened with $100 minimum deposit.  $2,500 minimum daily balance required to earn the current 0.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) and avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce earn-
ings.  Please see account disclosure for details. 0.50% APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  **Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance. Direct 
Deposit $100 bonus offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit of a recurring payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified 
within 60 days of account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recurring payment must be payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 will be considered interest 
earned on your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income for that calendar year.  Checking accounts cannot be opened with funds from an existing Apple Bank account.  
One bonus offer per customer.  Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch.  APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at any time without prior notice.  

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTERN EXAMINER - FREE CHECKING LADY WITH APPLE - 10-25-13.indd   1 11/1/2013   10:20:53 AM
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, March 25
adult Education: A series of class 

for adults are being held at the York 
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd .Mishneh Torah---Every Tuesday, 
between 7:30 and 9 p.m. there will be a 
discussion for those who want to delve 
deeply into Jewish practice, philosophy, 
history, culture and related matters. The 
test used will be Maimonides’ MISHNEH 
TORAH, in English.Pirkei Avot--At 11 
a.m. on the first and third Monday of 
every month, Rabbi Urbas will teach a 
classic text on ethical thinking, combined 
with practical tips on Jewish living. 
This Talmudic test is a popular work 
for everyone. Understanding Hebrew 
Prayer--- On Mondays, at 7 p.m. Cantor 
Isabel Kopstein will explore the Siddur. 
She will help students already somewhat 
familiar with Hebrew to advance in the 
knowledge of the meanings of prayers. 
almud and the Law--- On Thursdays, 
at 10:30 a.m., Wendy Segal will discuss 
Ethics, Talmud and Jewish law.  Cases 
from a text book, the news, and even 
Judge Judy will help in understanding 
the wisdom of the Jewish sages and how 
to apply that wisdom applies to today’s 
problems. Info: 914-245-2324 or info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m.to 1 
pm. and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Field Library in Peekskill. No 
appointments are necessary for the free 
service. Meet with a trained counselor 
for information about Medicare Parts 
A, B and D, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help and 
EPIC .You can also call the Senior Benefits 
Information Center helpline with your 
questions at 914-231-3260 and a counselor 
will return your call within two business 
days. For a listing of all eight SBIC centers 
in Westchester libraries, go to http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/senior-benefits-
information-centers/. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of 
Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 

(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://
www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held 
every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, March 26
Guiding Eyes Event: The Mount Kisco 

Lions Club’s second annual bowling event 
to benefit Guiding Eyes for the Blind in 
Yorktown and NE Special Education will be 
held from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Spins Bowl at 
Grand Prix New York, 333 N. Bedford Rd., 
Mount Kisco. Tickets are $25 in advance or 
$30 at the door.

Jewish Ethics: What makes Jewish ethics 
‘Jewish? This class, led by First Hebrew’s 
Rabbi Lee Paskind, will study interpersonal 
and business ethics according to Jewish 
tradition. The free class concludes tonight 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Hebrew, 1821 Main St., 
Peekskill, just west of the Beach Shopping 
Center. Info: 914-739-0500; rabbi@
firsthebrew.org.or www.firsthebrew.org.

Bingo wednesdays: Come to First 
Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar.)  First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, March 27
iBM retirees Meeting: The Tri-State 

IBM Retirees Club will hold its March 
meeting at 1:30 p.m. in the meeting hall 
of the United Methodist Church, 1176 E. 
Main Street, Shrub Oak The scheduled 
speaker is A.J. (Tony) Dottino, an IBM 
retiree, noted author, and founder of USA 
Memory Championships. Members are 
requested to bring a deck of cards, pen/
pencil and paper for some challenging 
mind games. Refreshments and sign-in 
are at 1 p.m.  New members are welcome. 
Annual dues will be accepted.  Info: 914- 
528-5916. 

Teen Portraits:  “Inside/Out: Teen 
Portrait Identity”: is being held from 
March 27 through April 27 at the Field 
Gallery in the Field Library at 4 Nelson 
Avenue, Peekskill. An opening reception 
is scheduled from 3:30 to 8 p.m. For 
further information call 914-737-1212, 
e-mail Alicia Morgan, gallery curator at 
amorgan@wlsmail.org , or visit the library’s 
website at www.peekskill.org.

Friday, March 28
Free Play dates: A free play date 

program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early 
Childhood Center at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The program 
is intended for children between the ages 
of 16 and 36 months and their parents 
or caregivers. Children can play, do art 
and socialize all under the direction of an 
experienced early childhood teacher .Pre-
registration is suggested. Contact Jennifer 
at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at Jennifer@
rosenthaljcc.org.

spring services:  During the spring 
months, Sabbath services will begin at 8 
p.m. on Friday evenings and at 9:15 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Info: 914 -245 
-2324 or www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.
org..

Saturday, March 29
Writers Workshop: The Hudson Valley 

Writers Workshop will present a program 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the Somers 
Library. Members of the HVWW will 
talk about the craft of writing; tell us 
more about their organization and to read 
from their works in progress. There will 
be a “warm-up” writing exercise with the 
audience, (optional) and a Q & A period. 
Light refreshments will be served. Join us 
for this free event, which is open to all ages 
Registration is required.  Call the library 
at 914 232-5717 or register online at www.
somerslibrary.org.

Choir Festival:  A variety of choral music 
including folk songs, spirituals, world 
music and favorite anthems, performed 
by four choirs, including The Community 
Unitarian Church Choir at White 
Plains, The UU Fellowship of Northern 
Westchester Choir (Mount Kisco), The 
Croton-on-Hudson Fellowship Choir and 
the Hastings-on-Hudson Coffee Hour 
Choir at 7 p.m. at the Community Unitarian 
Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains, 
914-946-1660.  The suggested donation 
is $20 ($10 for seniors and students. .All 
proceeds to benefit local food pantries.

Women’s History Exhibit: In celebration 
of spring and Women’s History Month, 

Pratt Parallels; a study of the works 
of Somers residents and Pratt Institute 
students 1902 – 2015, are being exhibited at 
the Wright Reis Homestead, 92 Primrose St. 
(entrance off Sunderland Lane).The exhibit 
will be open on March 29 and 30 from 2 to 
4 p.m. The featured artists include Caroline 
Wright Reis (Pratt Institute, Class of 1902) 
Laura Birdsall (Pratt Institute, Class of 
2013) and Simone Kurtz (Pratt Institute, 
Class of 2015). The exhibition is presented 
by Somers Historical Society and funded 
in part by Astoria Bank, Billingsley Realty, 
The Mexican Shack and Putnam County 
Savings Bank.  It concludes Somers @ 225, 

the Society’s year-long celebration of events 
commemorating the Town’s incorporation 
as Stephenstown in 1788.

lunch & learn: A Shabbat service/
Lunch & Learn, a lively discussion of the 
weekly Torah portion led by Rabbi Fred 
Schwalb, will be held at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Hebrew Congregation of Somers, located 
at Cypress Lane and Mervin Drive. Info: 
914-248-9532.

somers library Exhibit: Lynn Shulman 
is exhibiting a collection of her watercolor 
paintings and drawings at the Somers 
Library, located in Reis Park off Route 138, 
in March. The exhibit includes landscapes, 
figures, still life subjects and drawings in 
multi-media. You can contact Shulman at 
lynsplace29@aol.com. For library hours call 
914 232-5717 or visit www.somerslibrary.
org.

ossining Farmers Market:  The 
Ossining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is held year-round on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets. Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9,  Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, March 30
Jewish adult Education:  A discussion 

of Jewish current affairs and history led 
by Rabbi Fred Schwalb will be held at 
10:30 a.m. at the Hebrew Congregation 
of Somers, located at Cypress Lane and 
Mervin Drive. Info: 914-248-9532.

Blood Drive: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
is conducting a blood drive from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Briarcliff Manor Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Care, 620 Sleepy 
Hollow Rd. To make an appointment, call 
Kay Bourne at 914-941-5100 Ext. 220 or 
send an e-mail to kbourne@bmcrehab.
com.

ossining art Exhibit: The works of 
Cesar Winston Vera are being displayed 
during the month of March at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. The native 
New Yorker has produced large‐scale, 
mixed media paintings on canvas and 
wood. For more information about the 
artist, visit www.cwvera.com.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com.
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•	Heating	Oil	*Propane	*Biofuel
•	Budget	Accounts,	automatic	or	
•	....	just	call	and	same	day	delivery!
•	On	the	web	www.sclafanioil.com
•	We	match	full	service	competitors	
price

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web 
www.sclafanioil.com

Sclafani 
         Petroleum

Clip This ad! 
Save $10.00 off your 1st Propane Delivery! 
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 032514
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring local li-
censed adoption agency provides finan-
cial and emotional support. Choose from 
loving pre-approved families. Habla Es-
panol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

PRIVATE ADOPTION: We dream if 
adopting a newborn into our family that's 
filled with love & laughter. All legal  ex-
penses paid. Visit www.Dianal,ouAdopt.
com or call 1-800-477-7611

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce 
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM First 
Market. Sunday April 6th. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (Rt 44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking.  Great Food, Bar-
gains.  Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKET.COM  See You There!

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6ft 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while taking 
Pradaxa between October 2010 and the 
present. You may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HElp WantEd
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Training! Fast Track, Hands On, Na-
tional Certification Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land For salE
CATSKILL FARM SHORT SALE 30 ac 
- $89,900 Big views, spring, woods, fields, 
town rd, utils! 2 hrs NYC! Below market! 
Terms! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

ABUTS STATE LAND 10 acres - $29,900 
Southern Tier hilltop farm, views, fields, 
woods! EZ terms! Call 888-905-8847 New-
YorkLandandLakes.com

SURVIVAL LAND, Sedona, Arizona. 
Warm Climate & Safety; Includes Organic 
Topsoil, Excellent Water Sources: Well, 
Creek & Irrigation Canal. Huge Root Cel-
lar. Other Unique Homes -Sedona, Tubac, 
And Tucson, Arizona. (928) 300-5701. 
www.magiclandrealty.com

TIMBERLAND INVESTMENT 60acres 
- $99,900 Managed woodlands, stonewalls, 
views, great hunting! 2.5 hrs NYC! Abuts 
State Land! Terms avail! 888-476-4569

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home?We are ready to help. 
The State of NY Mortgage agency offers up 
to $15,000 down payment assistance. www.

sonyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

rEal EstatE
HILLTOP FARMHOUSE 6 acres - $99,900 
Great country getaway! 5 BR, 2 BA, decks, 
In law cottage! Views, ideal setting! 888-
701-7509  NewYorkLandandLakes.com

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry, books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WindoWs
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS $179 IN-
STALLED WHITE DOUBLE HUNG 
TILT-INS LIFETIME WARRANTY 
$1,500 Manufacturer†Rebate Available 
Major Credit Card Accepted CALL RICH 
866-272-7533

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 days

a week

Important news for DIABETICS with
BLADDER CANCER

The diabetes drug, ACTOS®, has been linked to an increased 
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS®, ACTOplus 
met®, ACTOplus MET® XR or duetact®, call us now about 
making a claim for substantial monetary compensation.  No 
fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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After a riveting 18-point come-from-behind OT triumph of  St. Anthony’s in last Friday NYS Federation semifinal, two-time reigning 
NYSPHSAA champion Ossining’s comeback well ran dry in its 63-57 loss to Long Island Lutheran at the Times Union Center in 
Albany. The Pride’s comeback bid, in which they trailed by double digits in the third and eventually took a three-point lead in the 
fourth, came unglued in the final 2:00 against the Lady Crusaders, who hung on the celebrate victory, much to the chagrin of  
Ossining’s (L-R) Steph Svoboda, Shadeen Samuels and Moriah Cherry. Ossining finished its historic season at 25-3, making its 
charge to the Pride’s first Federation final without a single senior on the roster.. See Girls’ Hoops Notebook inside

Starts June 30th — The fun continues all summer long!W
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SUMMER CAMP
SWIM, TENNIS & MORE

Early registration DISCOUNTS available!

JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731JEFFERSON VALLEY — 914-250-2731

Thrill of 
Victory, 
Agony of 
Defeat!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Ossining Feels it 
All at Federation 
Final 4
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Section 1 is Yorktown’s World, All Others Renting Space
L/P, Mahopac Hope to Bounce Back in Class A; PV Hopes to Contend in C
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

If ever there were a proven T-E-A-M 
scheme in Section 1 sports, one would 
only need to visit a Yorktown lacrosse 
practice/game for what we in the business 
call Macro LAX-enomics, a refined, 
systematic approach that has generated an 
outrageous 36 Section 1 championships 
in four decades. In this day and age of 
competitiveness, outrageous is about the 
only way to describe such dominance. 
When everybody else on the Section 1 
compass is taking aim at you, and you can 
still bob, weave and stick like the Huskers 
have since the early 60s, you become a 
cult-like society of leaders and followers 
that habitually roam the promise land.

This 2014 version -- should they not 
read too much into their pre-season 
headlines -- figures to be an assemblage 
of similar ilk; one that expects to run the 
Class B table in Section 1 and probably go 
undefeated against its Class A and/or C 
competition, too.

It would be tough to pin that on most 
Section 1 units, given all Coach Dave 
Marr has lost to graduation (including 
All-Americans Nick Mariano, Trevor 
Koelsch and Brian Prestreau), but such is 
life on along the great wall at Yorktown; 
where they work the same bricks worked 
by the likes of Paul Carcaterra, Roy Colsey 
and scores of other worldwide greats.

“Although we lost a lot of scoring we are 
approaching the season the same as we 
always have,” said Husker All-American 
senior A Connor Vercruysse, one of three 
returning All-Americans. “We have a 

system that anybody can step into and 
become a threat to score, so there are a lot 
of opportunities for guys to do that.”

Six-time NYS champion Yorktown’s 
four defined goals are clearly stated at the 
beginning of every season: Murphy Cup, 
sectional championship, regional title 
and state crown; and throw in a power 
league title for good measure.

“As a team we have four goals for the 
season, as we always 
do, so we are striving 
to accomplish those 
goals,” said Captain 
Vercruysse, a 
dependable bull.

The three-time 
reigning Section 1 
champion Huskers 
have graduated 
a good portion 
of is defense, but 
it is definitely an 
enviable position 
to remain strong 
with All-American 
anchor Austin 
Fusco wind-milling 
opposing sticks 
along the back end. 

Defenders like D 
Tomas Rodriguez, G 
Austin Graham, D 

Chris Cunnington 

are expected to step up big this year on 
defense, and a set of twins, Nick and 
Dan Del Bene are due for big years. 
Dan, a stout 6’3” 200-pound junior, will 
be a force on defense and senior Nick 
joins Vercruysse and shifty senior Nicky 
Bonitatibus on perhaps the dirtiest attack 
unit in Section 1.

Add to that a pair of filthy midfield 
lines featuring All-American faceoff man 
Luke Palmadesso and substantial threats 
like turf-singeing Ryan Baker, plus Billy 
Strassman, Kris Alvarado and Michael 
Dedvukaj.

Add it up, and crunch the numbers: 
Yorktown is the clear favorites in Class 
B (no surprise there) to represent in 
the state tournament with not enough 
resistance being put up in other Class B 
hotspots like Somers, Brewster and 2013 
finalists John Jay.

SOMERS has superb athleticism and 
more than enough stick skills to make a 
run at Yorktown. Actually knocking off 
Yorktown could be another story.

“They’re wired differently over there, it’s 
in their DNA,” Tusker boss Lew Janavey 
said of the Huskers. “The stick is in their 
hands from the time they can hold it. 
We’ll see if our athleticism matches up 
against them, but Yorktown is on its own 
tier when it comes to lacrosse.”

As it always is, bridging the gap will 
be the task of the century, but middie 
Justin Corpolongo is one of the best 
face-off men in the section, who should 
grant opportunity for a potent attack unit 
that features speedy Tim Cousin, Mike 
Cegielski, Tyler DeVito and AJ Cartelli, 
who will work a four-man rotation. 
Middies Marc Fiocco and a healthy 
Manny Mendoza (ACL recovery) are 
vital.

“If they ride, they’ll stay in on attack,” 
Janavey said. “Justin is one of the best 
middies around and is a big part of what 
we do. It’s almost make-it-take-it when he 
gets it going on draws.”

The D-mids are also athletic, including 
a group that played football at a high level 
(Matt Morgante, Connor Vlasaty and 
Joe Spor). G Nik Genualdo, a converted 
attackman, returns with an All-Section 
skill set between the pipes.

Somers hasn’t won the Section 1 title 
since 2013 Tewaaraton finalist Jo-Jo 
Marasco bolted for Syracuse in 2009, and 
getting back to the top will be a tall order 
so long as Yorktown stands in its path.

“I don’t see that ever changing,” Janavey 
said. “Yorktown is Yorktown, and while 
their offense may not be as potent as last 
year, if it is we’re all in trouble.”

BREWSTER appears to have the 

goods in All-Section senior Liam DaRos, 
who will fill the nests with his filthy 
cranks. The Bears haven’t been serious 
contenders for the Class B crown since a 
2008 championship setback to John Jay, 
and another in 2005. A return trip in 2014 
seems unlikely with Yorktown, Somers 
and John Jay as the leading contenders to 
do reach the title tilt. Rabbit

The direction HEN HUD heads in 
after the graduation of key seniors like 
Kevin McDermott and Joe Fraietta also 
remains to be seen, but anyone sleeping 
on the Sailors as a Class B player will 

be slapped awake in very rude fashion. 
Sailor Coach Craig Solomon has been 
building a youth movement behind those 
key losses, and the Sailors are counting 
on being contenders in their first Class B 
endeavor in three years, much like they 
were in Class C the past few years.

PEEKSKILL welcomes back an old 
friend to its program, as former Coach 
Sean Mulholland returns for a second 
go. The fiery mentor hopes to unleash 
the inner beast within the Red Devils, 
who have struggled to gain any form of 
consistency in recent years. Mulholland 
knows it’s a work in progress but he 
intends to turn a corner.
CLASS A

It better be time to take back the 
CHIP. Two-time champion Mamaroneck 
stunned Lakeland/Panas in come-from-
behind fashion in last spring’s semifinals 
before taking out North Rockland in 
the most unlikely Class A semifinal 

Yorktown All-American Austin Fusco is without 
question the premier long stick in Section 1.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Putnam Valley pole Alex Bronzo will anchor the Tiger defense.

Brewster’s Liam DaRos should fill the nets plenty 
this season.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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in Section 1 history (given the times). 
Neither Mahopac, nor L/P put up enough 
fight to restore the LAX pride to the N. 
West/Putnam area as both were bounced 
in stunning fashion; L/P in the semis and 
’Pac in the quarters. It marked the first 
time since 2006 (and just the third time 
since 1988) that neither Mahopac nor L/P 
were in the Class A finals.

LAKELAND/PANAS, by its own 
admission a Jekyll-and-Hyde outfit, 
fancies itself a challenger within the 
Section 1 power league where Yorktown 
returns as regular season champs. The 
Rebels (8-11) may not have the depth 
the Huskers do, but they are a talented 
crop that has yet to live up to the billing 
we all heard about back in 2012; when a 
ballyhooed group of sophomores burst 
onto the scene.

“This year could definitely be the year,” 
senior A Brian Prunty said. “With that 
said; the past few years all could have 
been the year or years as well, but we 
couldn’t finish the deal. We have a good 
core with 20-plus seniors, so we have guys 
ready to go. This year we are competing 
against ourselves as much as anyone else. 
We know we need to get better every day 
and play our best lacrosse at the end of 
the season. We don’t want to dwell on the 
past, but the last three years are definitely 
in the back of our minds.”

Faceoff man Nick Vazquez spent all 
summer and fall at camps and clinics 
in the hopes of getting the Rebels some 
competence off the draw. Pace-bound 
senior M Sean Murphy, when consistent, 

is a big-time threat.
“He worked with Coach Lindsay and 

put on about 10 pounds in the off season,” 
Prunty said of Vasquez. “He’s looked 
awesome so far.”

The close defenseman are the same as 
last year and the goalie – senior pre-season 
All-American candidate Mike Zingaro -- 
is among the best in the section, giving 
the Rebels and iron-clad core on the back 
line. Poles Greg Lenane, Joe Scicolone 
and Jack Powers have all gotten better 
also, and LSM Andrew Sofroniou was an 
animal last year, only better served this 
year when backed up by junior Anthony 
Capozzi.

Since winning the 2010 Class A title 
in a memorable 8-7 OT win against 

Yorktown, the Rebels lost to Mahopac 
in the 2011 finals and failed to make it 
past the semis in the 2012 and ’13. That 
is unacceptable in this neck of the woods, 
but L/P Coach Jim Lindsay knows it won’t 
be easy to get there.

“Mamaroneck is the two-time 
defending champion and from what we 
hear North Rockland is pretty good on 
the other side of the river,” Lindsay said at 
the Somers scrimmage. “We’re as good as 
our record says we were last year. That’s all 
we are. We have not done enough in the 
recent past to think other than one game 
at a time. A lot of guys are back, but a lot 
of guys still have a lot to prove.”

MAHOPAC is chock-full-of-athletes, 
but the Indians imploded last year, 
begging out in disgrace during a 10-0 
quarterfinal loss to Mamaroneck. Talk 
about unacceptable:  

The attack is stacked with shorties 
who are expected to finish, including 
point man Glenn Janik, who comes off 
a strong Class AA Final 4 finish at the 
same position in basketball. To his left 
is talented Brendan Donahoe and wily 
veteran Deejay Pearl, who lines up on 
Janik’s right with twirl in his stick. Pearl, 
a junior, has been on the varsity for three 
years, groomed for NOW.

The midfield is crazy good with Kyle 
Dillon, Mahopac’s first Brine National 
All-American, matching up well against 
the sections premier middies. Eric 
Donahoe and Eric Giorno are due for big 
seasons, too, having tested the waters last 
year. Sophomore Dan Foley is going to 
make his mark, it’s just matter of when, 
and he’ll be on a strong second midfield 
unit along with Christian Donahoe, and 
Nick Schiera

The defense is beastly with anchor 
Andrew Neilis and stocky third-year 
junior pole Max Littleton, but the third 
spot is a battle this pre-season. At LSM, 
sophomore Aiden Hynes is a GB machine 
and among the most up-and-coming in the 
section; much like his brother Brendan, 
now a freshman LSM 
at Richmond. The 
goaltending situation 
is a battle between 
Hudson Williams and 
Anthony Scauzillo, 
but either way the 
Indians’ close defense 
figures to be strong 
enough to contend 
for second place in 
the power league’s 
final year (all leagues 
will be geographically 
realigned next season).

“We do have a 
well-rounded team,” 
Mahopac Coach Mike 
Haddeland said. “For 
the first time in a long 
time I will have two 

lines of mids that I won’t hesitate to use. I 
am very excited about our potential. One 
day at a time though.”
CLASS C

PUTNAM VALLEY has high hopes to 
challenge reigning three-time champion 
Bronxville. It’s not so tough for the 
Tigers to accept the fact that Bronxville’s 
reign of terror has kept them out of the 
championship picture, as much as it is 
the fact that Coach Brian Kuczma’s Tigers 
haven’t even been in contention. Since 
repeating as section champions in 2010, 
PV has seen Byram Hills, Hen Hud and 
Pleasantville accept the runner-up plaque 
while the Tigers have been forced to buy a 
ticket in the title tilt.

“That’s unacceptable,” Tiger attackman 
Kevin Fitzsimmons said. “Our goal is to 
get back there and win it.”

The bulk of the Tigers’ scoring is gone 
with their top finisher, Johnny van de 
Veerdonk moving on to Georgetown, so 
Fitzsimmons will need to hit his mark 
early and often if the Tigers are going to 
make any noise.

Defensively, PV has an anchor in 
Rutgers-bound pole Alex Bronzo, who is 
as among the best shut-down defenders 
in the section. His All-Section skill sets 
will be checking the top short sticks on a 
regular basis.

LSM Paul Sacco is good one and 
middie Tommy O’Sullivan is as tough 
as they come. Junior goalie Ryan Mello 
is a D-I prospect between the pipes, 
with technically sound ability and the 
athleticism and moxie to roam the field 
on clears.

With rare victories over Mahopac and 
Lakeland/Panas last season, the Tigers 
made aggressive moves within the power 
league and they believe they can contend 
with the likes of John Jay, Somers, L/P and 
Mahopac for second place. Whether they 
have the necessary depth to do so remains 
to be seen.

Saddle up, gang, it’s on as of this week.

Sienna-bound Tusker attackman Tim Cousin 
should score plenty this season.

How much Lakeland-Panas gets from Pace-bound senior Sean Murphy will determine a lot about the 
direction the Rebels will head in.

Sailor sophomore middie Mike Smith is the future of  Hen Hud lacrosse if  
he keeps improving.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Girls’ Basketball Notebook

By A.J. Martelli
The Ossining girls’ basketball team 

once again conquered the world this year, 
winning the Section 1 Class AA title for 
the fourth consecutive season, and the 
region crown for a third year and the 
NYSPHSAA chip for the second-straight 
year. The only championship left for the 
Pride to win was the New York State Class 
AA Federation title – but the Long Island 
Lutheran Crusaders, the team that handed 
them their last loss in December in the 
Slam Dunk tournament finals, stood in 
the way.

After a magnificent, 85-79 overtime 
win in the Federation semifinals against 
St. Anthony’s at the Times Union Center 
in Albany Friday night, the Pride fell 63-
57 to LuHi on Saturday; the Federation 

title the only achievement Ossining (25-
3) missed unlocking this year.

“We went toe-to-toe with two of the 
best private schools there are,” Head 
Coach Dan Ricci said of the Federation 
tourney, “which is pretty good for a public 
school team with no seniors on it.”

Friday night the Pride’s season almost 
ended because of foul trouble on the 
part of sharpshooter Jalay Knowles, 
who finished with just four points, as 
they trailed St. Anthony’s 62-48 going 
into the fourth. Never a team to panic, 
Ossining was able to mount a spectacular 
comeback, and outscored St. Anthony’s 
23-9 in the final frame to knot it up at 71, 
forcing an overtime quarter.

From there the Pride went in for the 
kill, and outscored the CHSAA’s best 14-8 

for the win. Sophomore Shadeen Samuels 
once again dazzled with a double-double: 
29 points and 13 rebounds. She was backed 
up by bench player Alexis Bernardo, who 
dropped an impressive 22 points – 18 of 
which were scored on 3-point field goals, 
proving her worth from the outside. Stef 
Svoboda (13 points) and Abby Squirrell 
(seven points, 17 rebounds) helped the 
cause.

“It was a tremendous win for us,” Ricci 
said. “Alexis Bernardo came off the bench 
and had six threes, so that was big for her. 
Shadeen led us with 29, while Jalay was 

in foul trouble and didn’t play 
well; she fouled out early. For 
us to beat a team like that with 
Jalay only scoring four points is 
unbelievable.”

Matched up against LuHi on 
Saturday, the Pride hung through 
the first half and only trailed 32-
24 at the break. Ossining made 
it a five-point LuHi lead after 
three and late in the fourth, the 
Pride came dangerously close to 
staging an upset.

“It was an eventful last two 
minutes of the game,” Ricci said: 
Eventful being the operative 
word.

With five minutes to go, 
Ossining took a slim lead and 
nearly held on and finished, but 
LuHi fought back. The Pride led 
57-56 with about a minute to go 
until Erin Storck of LuHi nailed 
a three to give her team a two-
point lead. The pivotal shot came 
after MVP Boggie Brozoski’s 
shot got stuck between the rim 
and the backboard, but LuHi 
had the possession arrow in its 
favor and retained possession.

Svoboda, on the ensuing 
possession, took a shot from 
outside the arc, but it went in 
and right back out. LuHi took control 
from there and never looked back – 
though Ossining (25-3) played the 
Crusaders closer than it did the first time; 
the Pride lost to LuHi 52-39 in December 
at the County Center.

“The score was similar (to 
the first game), but this game 
could’ve gone either way,” Ricci 
said. “We played much better; 
improved a lot. We were real 
close (to the Federation title) 
this year, and it’s hard to get 
back there. If we do get back 
there again, we got a shot. I like 
our chances because our kids 
work extremely hard.”

Knowles led the Pride with 
14 points and seven boards 
in the Federation finals, while 
Madison Strippoli (12 points, 
three rebounds), Samuels 
(All-Tourney, 12 points, six 
rebounds), Svoboda (nine 
points), and Squirrell (seven 
points, 10 boards) contributed 
to the effort.

The Class AA Federation 
crown may have eluded the 
Pride this year, but it doesn’t 
negate four-peating as Section 
1 champs and repeating as NYS 
champs. Ricci is satisfied with 
everything his young team did 
this season, and believes the 

tradition will continue next year, as the 
bar has been set.

 “To do what we did with the young 
team that we had, I think it says a lot 
about our program,” Ricci added. “We’re 
really extremely happy with our season 
and next year we’re looking forward to 
three-peating as state champs.”

Ossining Fights Back in Federation Semis, Falls Short in Finals
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Ossining junior Jalay Knowles is met with 
resistance in Federation final loss to LUHI.

Ossining F Madison Strippoli was among the most improved 
Pride players this, straight through the Federation finals.

Hounded by LUHI G and Michigan commit Boogie 
Brozoski, Ossining G Stef  Svoboda pushes up 
court in Federation final loss.

Ossining G Cyan Scarduzio gets lift on a jumper from corner in 
Federation final.

Ossining G Shadeen Samuels seeks an open 
teammate in Federation final loss to LUHI last 
Saturday at the Times Union Center in Albany.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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ALBANY–Ossining 
High picked a bad 
time to have, perhaps, 
its only subpar 
performance of the 
most remarkable girls’ 
basketball season 
in school history; a 

season that ended Saturday evening at 
the hands of Long Island Lutheran, who 
defeated Ossining 63-57 in the Class AA 
Federation Tournament of Champions 
Tournament at the Times Union Center.

Perhaps the youngest team in state 
history to win a NYSPHSAA Class AA 
championship, youthful Ossining made 
rookie-like mistakes down the stretch and 
throughout portions of the first half, but 
the Pride’s valiant but futile second-half 
comeback against the No.1 team in NYS 

was telling. There isn’t an ounce of quit 
in this team, which made two treks north 
without the benefit of a single senior on 
the roster.

That’s right, not one: So book your 
rooms in advance and be sure to charter 
a team bus for March of 2015, because the 
Pride will be back at Troy for next season’s 
NYS Final 4 and maybe even Albany  
for another run at the Federation. They’re 
that good. 

But more than just good, the Ossining 
girls are good to one another. The amount 
of respect they have for each other is 
evident every time they reach for a water 
bottle for one another, every time they 
rise as one to congratulate a teammate 
when replaced by another. Those little 
things may not seem like a lot, unless of 
course it’s driven home from the top of 
the food chain.

Ossining Coach Dan Ricci, he of the 
five Section 1 championships since 2004 
and consecutive NYS titles, lost one of the 
nation’s premier high school players when 
Pride sensation Saniya Chong left for the 
greener pastures of UConn last June, but 
when she bolted, Ossining was supposed 

to come back to the pack. Well, the pack is 
in the dust, spitting gravel, and Ossining 
is out in front again.

“We almost accomplished what only 
one NYSPHSAA team has ever done,” 
Ossining Coach Dan Ricci said, noting 
Cicero-North’s Class AA Federation title, 
“we just came up short.”

The Federation 
Tournament matches 
the champions of New 
York State public, 
private, parochial and 
New York City public 
schools to determine 
the best team in the 
state, and this neighborhood team from 
the river city of Ossining used a blue-
collar mentality to weave its way back to 
Albany for an unprecedented second-
straight trip.

The Pride trailed 32-24 at halftime and 
47-42 after three quarters, but a 
Madison Stripoli fourth-quarter 
trey gave Ossining a 54-51 lead and 
teammate Abby Squirrell added an 
unlikely 3-pointer to give Ossining 
a 57-55 lead with 2:49 remaining 
in the game. 

But Long Island Lutheran, 
the Class AA private schools 
champion representing the 
NYSAIS, outscored the Pride 
8-0 over the final two minutes to 
secure the title. Ossining finished 
the best season in school history at 
25-3 and expects to return all of its 
five starting players, and the better 
part of its bench, next season.

Truth be told, it took an 
amazing semifinal comeback on Friday 
night just to get to Saturday’s title tilt. 
Down 18 points late in the third quarter, 
Ossining made what Coach Ricci called 
the greatest comeback he’s ever seen, 
given the circumstance and the opponent, 
state-ranked (No.3) St. Anthony’s, who fell 
victim to an epic comeback as Ossining 
worked an 85-79 overtime triumph

“Even their own friends back home 
didn’t think they had a chance in this 
game,” Ricci told reporters. “They said, 
‘Well, you’re going to get killed now, 
you’re playing the private schools’ and it’s 
been going on all year long. Everybody 
has been doubting these kids and they’re 
using it as motivation.”

Having lost to LuHi, with one more 
obstacle in their path; you can pretty 
much book it, Danno!

With four-straight sectional 
championships, three-straight regional 
titles, two-straight NYSPHSAA crowns 
and being a possession away from 
becoming just the second NYS Public 
High School team in state history 
from winning a Class AA Federation 
championship, the Pride will be back next 

season, count on it!
“With everyone returning our goal 

will be to get back to here and climb 
one more mountain,” Coach Ricci 
said. “We understand it won’t be easy. 
We will not surprise anyone next 
year, and we will be a marked team. I 

have confidence that our 
kids will put in the time 
to get better and do what 
it takes to get it done.”

Only a fool would bet 
against it…

Kennedy grad and 
Putnam Valley resident 
Nick Modico, may he 

rest in peace, was the kind of light-
up-the-room guy that any parent 
would be more than just proud of. He 
was a pedestal-type kid that coaches, 
players and fans admired throughout his 
fabled high school baseball career, which 
culminated in a 2008 state championship, 
and thereafter. His passing last Friday, on 
account of his bout with Ewing’s sarcoma 
form of cancer, was met with utter sadness 
by those who knew him, and those that 
did will never forget him… 

Former NBA bigwig and recent Big 
East Basketball Commissioner Paul 

Brazeau is moving on to bigger and 
better as the Putnam Valley resident 
has accepted a position as the Atlantic 
Coast Conference’s  Senior Associate 
Commissioner for Men’s Basketball 
Operations. 

A man in demand, Pauly B is stoked 
to be a part of the nation’s foremost 
basketball conference. “This is just a 
terrific opportunity that I couldn’t pass 
up,” said Brazeau, who will start after the 
Final 4 and relocate with his wife and 
three children to Greensboro, NC.

Direct 
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No Seniors, No Shame: Ossining Will Be Back in 2015
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Spring Softball 
FREE Open Scrimmages
Coed 20 Plus & Men’s 50 Plus

Free Agents Welcome!
Want to play softball this 
spring but don’t have a 
team? 
We’ll place you on an 
existing team or help you 
form a new team!

Location: Navajo Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex

Men’s 50 Plus players: 10 AM Saturday, March 29
Coed 20 Plus players: 10 AM Sunday, March 30

More info:

914-962-8390 ext 10 
ysaleagues.com

y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

The Ossining girls were one for all and all for one from 
Day 1 this season and they showed that spunk at the 
Federation Tournament of  Champions in Albany last 
weekend.

Even when it was tough to watch during the waning moments 
of  their championship loss to Long Island Lutheran, the 
Pride were there for each other.
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Three-time Defending Section 1 Class B champion Yorktown and its All-American, Rutgers-bound attackman, Connor Vercruysse 
(43) lead the charge into the 2014 lax campaign, but Somers middie Justin Corpolongo, a top-flight St. John’s-bound face-off  
man and finisher, and the 2013 semifinalist Tuskers are posing as major Class B challengers. Meanwhile, Lakeland/Panas goalie 
Mike Zingaro, the Manhattan College-bound prospect, and the Rebels hope to shed the inconsistent label that plagued them last 
season when the Class A Rebels were knocked off  in the semifinals by eventual two-time champion Mamaroneck... see Boys’ Lax 
Notebook inside
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Big 3 Poised for  
Big Doings; L/P, Somers, 
Yorktown Open 
This Week

All Systems Go!


