
By Rick Pezzullo
The principals of a proposed sober living 

retreat facility on Underhill Avenue in York-
town spent several hours Monday night 
fielding an array of questions and concerns 
from a standing room only audience that 
gathered at Yorktown Town Hall.

Tom McCrossan and his partner, Mark 
McGoldrick, are seeking a special permit 
from the Town Board to house as many as 
14 adult men and women with substance 
abuse problems in an 8,470-square-foot 
home at 482 Underhill Avenue.

“We’re not here to try to change anybody’s 
mind. We’re not here to mislead you. We’re 
not here to try to gain your trust. We have 
nothing to hide,” McCrossan said. “This 
is not a get rich quick scheme. This is giv-
ing back. We’re trying to help individuals 
in need. This is a residence. These are indi-
viduals who have a right to live in any com-
munity.”

Several residents questioned the five indi-
viduals representing Compass Westchester 
about choosing Yorktown for their first ven-
ture of this kind and the affect it could have 
on property values in the area.  Joan Martin 

expressed concerns about the proposed staff 
to resident ratio at the home during over-
night hours, which was one staff member 
for as many as 14 residents. 

“I would not be comfortable with that,” 
she said. 

With an estimated 4,000 addicts in York-
town, McCrossan explained the location 
was ideal for the individuals they were hop-
ing to attract from a 30-mile radius.

He also repeatedly stressed the residents 

at the facility, some of whom may pay as 
much as $7,500 per month, were not crimi-
nals or sex offenders, but doctors, lawyers, 
and businessmen.

“These are people who can be sitting in 
this audience tonight,” McCrossan said. 
“These are people with resources. They are 
not on the street creating crimes. These are 
not bad people. They have a disease. Their 
only crime is they’re injuring themselves. 
We’re trying to help them in their recovery.”

A few audience members who have suf-
fered from addictions or had family or 
friends with problems expressed support 
for the residence, as did others concerned 
with the recent rash of reported overdoses 
in northern Westchester.

“I believe the town could use it. We have 
an epidemic of people using drugs,” said 
Carol Christensen. “Probably every town 
could use it.”

If approved, McCrossan said it could take 
up to two years for the residence to reach its 
full potential. “It’s an underserved market of 
people suffering,” he said. “We’re prepared 
to stay the course.”

The informational meeting had its share 
of contentious moments, with some neigh-
bors grilling Compass Westchester, and oth-
ers sparring with supporters of the group.

A public hearing on the special permit is 
scheduled to take place Tuesday, March 4 at 
7:30 p.m. at Yorktown Hall. If the hearing 
is closed, the current four-member Town 
Board could take action at the same meet-
ing. Compass Westchester also has an appli-
cation that will be heard by the town’s Zon-
ing Board of Appeals this Thursday night.

Proponents and opponents listen carefully to answers from Compass Westchester representatives.
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Sober Retreat Principals Get Mixed Reaction from Community

By Rick Pezzullo
A 38-year-old Jefferson Valley man 

was charged Saturday with leaving the 
scene of a hit and run accident Thursday 
that killed 72-year-old Georgia Turner in 
front of her home at 450 East Main Street 
in Jefferson Valley.

Juan Guevara, who resides in an apart-
ment complex at 620 East Main Street, is 
being held at Westchester County Jail on 
$100,000 cash bail or $200,000 bond after 
being arraigned by Yorktown Justice Gary 
Raniolo. Guevara was a passenger in a 2003 

Kia Sedona minivan that was stopped by 
Yorktown Police at a safety checkpoint Sat-
urday morning entering the southbound 
Taconic State Parkway from Route 6.

Police said the vehicle had an expired 
New York State inspection ticket and front 
end damage on the passenger side that in-
dicated it could have been involved in an ac-
cident. It also appeared that a small piece of 
clothing was lodged in the front headlamp.

During further investigation at head-
quarters, police said Guevara admit-
ted he was operating the Kia Sedona, 

owned by Mario Velasquez, 37, of Mo-
hegan Lake, on Thursday about 6 p.m. 
when Turner was walking home along 
the westbound shoulder of the roadway 
from her job at The Feed Barn. After be-
ing struck, Turner, a grandmother and 
great-grandmother, was transported to 
Hudson Valley Hospital Center where 
she was pronounced dead on arrival.

When Guevara and Velasquez were 
stopped at the checkpoint they said they 
were heading to the Bronx to have the 
vehicle repaired or get parts for the car. 

They also both allegedly were in posses-
sion of a small quantity of cocaine.

Guevara was charged with the Class D 
felony of leaving the scene of a personal 
injury accident. Velasquez was charged 
with the Class A misdemeanor of crimi-
nal possession of a controlled substance 
in the seventh degree. He was remanded 
to jail on $1,000 cash bail or $2,500 bond.

Yorktown Police thanked the public 
and Westchester County Department of 
Public Safety for their assistance in help-
ing to solve the crime.

Man Charged in Hit and Run Accident that Killed JV Woman

See Page 17
See Page 5
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Westchester County Police 
(Cortlandt)

February 10 - 6:29 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to an activated burglar alarm at a 
residence on Scenic Circle. The alarm was 
triggered in error by new residents who said 
they are still getting familiar with the system.

7:44 p.m. – Police responded to a resi-
dence on Red Mill Road on a report of a 
dispute between a resident and an auto 
repossession company. The company’s pa-
perwork was found to be in order and the 
repossession was completed.

February 11 - 4:11 p.m. – A student at 
Walter Panas High School reported that her 
iPhone was stolen while it was left unattend-
ed in the girl’s locker room earlier in the day.

February 12 - 9:12 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to the Mobil gas station at Route 
6 and Locust Avenue on a report that a 
loud argument was under way between a 
customer and a cashier.  The customer had 
gotten upset when told he could not redeem 
a gift card he had for cash but could only use 
it to make a purchase. 

February 16 - 6:26 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to Stevenson Avenue on a report 
of a suspicious vehicle parked in front of a 
home. The driver stated he was friends with 
the residents and was waiting outside for 
them. 

7:14 p.m. – Police responded to a resi-
dence on Cordwood Road on a report of 
a child custody dispute between a woman 
and her estranged husband. The man left 
the scene prior to the officer’s arrival.

Westchester County Police (Ossining)

February 10 - 9:55 a.m. – Police re-
sponded to the Anne M. Dorner Middle 
School on a report that a female student 
walking to school had been approached by 
a man driving a red car who tried to engage 
her in conversation. The incident occurred 
in the village of Ossining and the Ossin-
ing Police Department and school officials 
wanted county police to be aware of the in-
cident. The vehicle involved was described 
as a red compact car, possibly a Honda Civ-
ic, with tinted windows and green markings 
on the rear quarter panel. The driver was 
described as a Hispanic male with short hair 
and goatee.

February 11 - 8:52 a.m. – Police re-
sponded to a residence on Hudson Watch 
Drive on a report that an 83-year-old wom-
an was having a diabetic emergency. The 
Ossining Volunteer Ambulance Corps also 
responded and transported the woman to 
Phelps Memorial Hospital Center in Sleepy 
Hollow.

February 13 - 2:14 p.m. – Police re-

sponded to Minkel Road on a report that 
several vehicles were blocking the roadway 
and preventing snow plows from getting 
through. One of the vehicle owners was re-
fusing to move the car for DPW crews, but 
did so after an officer’s arrival.

5 p.m. – Police responded to a busi-
ness on North State Road on a complaint 
that a private plowing service was push-
ing snow out into the street. The condi-
tion was corrected after an officer arrived 
on scene.

State Police

February 20 - 1:54 p.m. – Jason and 
Ellen Bennett were arrested by Cortlandt 
troopers after police received several com-
plaints from victims about fraudulent busi-
ness transactions. Jason Bennett, 35, of 
Mahopac, was charged after being stopped 
in his vehicle on I-84 in Southeast. He was 
charged with scheme to defraud, grand lar-
ceny, forgery and several traffic violations. 
He was remanded to Westchester County 
Jail in lieu of $500,000 bond. Ellen Bennett 
was charged with grand larceny and issued 
an appearance ticket.

8:58 p.m. – Gabrielle Delillo, 21, of York-
town, was charged with driving while in-
toxicated after being stopped on the Taconic 
State Parkway for traveling 95 MPH in a 55 
MPH zone.

Peekskill Police

February 18 - 3:30 a.m. – Tahrabia Pen-
za, 19, of Peekskill, was charged with theft of 
services after refusing to pay an $80 taxi fare 
after traveling from Airmont, NY to Park 
Street in Peekskill.

2:45 p.m. – Luticia Goodman, 45, of 
Peekskill, was arrested on Nelson Avenue 
after allegedly selling heroin to an under-
cover police officer several times during the 
spring of 2013. Her arrest was the culmina-
tion of a joint investigation conducted by 
Peekskill and Westchester County police. 
Goodman was found to be in possession of 
crack cocaine at the time of her arrest.

February 19 - 4:30 p.m. – Renee Ro-
mano, 61, of Peekskill, was arrested on 
Park Street after allegedly selling heroin 
to an undercover police officer several 
times during the spring of 2013. She was 
charged with three counts of criminal sale 
of a controlled substance and three counts 
of criminal possession of a controlled sub-
stance and was remanded to Westchester 
County Jail.

Yorktown Police

February 16 - 3:10 p.m. – Brian Hakoun, 
30, of Mahopac, was charged with criminal 

 Police Blotter

continued on page 9
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By Rick Pezzullo
The winter season has been a difficult 

and costly one for municipalities. The 
Town of Cortlandt has not been able 
to escape the brunt of the storms, but, 
unlike others, it has managed to with-
stand the financial onslaught by having a 
healthy “rainy day” fund.

“We have saved funds in our highway 
accounts for these types of emergencies,” 
Supervisor Linda Puglisi stated in a com-

munity bulletin. “We have been able to 
pay in cash without any borrowing or 
bonding. Other towns in the region have 
been faced with having to borrow.”

From December 2013 to this month, 
Cortlandt has been hit with 20 major 
snow and ice storms. Its expenses related 
to keeping 688 town roads safe and pass-
able has reached $1.2 million.

“It’s just obscene,” Town Comptroller 
Glenn Cestaro remarked about the win-

ter barrage.
Based on expenses from past win-

ters, Cestaro said Cortlandt budgeted 
$700,000 for storm expenses for 2014. 
However, in less than two months, he 
said the town has “easily” spent approxi-
mately $900,000, with more snow in the 
forecast later this week and the begin-
ning of next winter still on the horizon.

Fortunately, Cortlandt has about $2 
million in undesignated highway funds 

that it can tap into to help weather the 
storms.

“We’re still in good shape,” Cestaro 
said. “It’s been at least 10 years since 
we’ve had these kinds of storms. Two 
years ago we had very little snow.”

Cortlandt has also managed to keep up 
its salt supply despite a regional shortage. 
The town’s salt dome holds 4,000 tons. 
A recent 1,000 ton order cost Cortlandt 
$57,000, Cestaro noted.

Cortlandt Weathering Storms with Ample Fund Balance

By Rick Pezzullo
A former local girls’ basketball coach 

was sentenced last week to 25 years to 
life in state prison for sexually assaulting 
three girls in his Cortlandt home.

Richard Dinizo, 59, who coached 12 
and 13-year-old girls in the Westchester 
Basketball Association for about 20 years, 
committed the offenses in his Fowler Av-
enue home between March 1, 2008 and 
July 31, 2010, according to the Westches-
ter County District Attorney’s Office.

Two of the victims were seven years 
old and one victim was 10 at the time the 
crimes occurred. With each of the victims, 
Dinizo tricked the young girls, who were 
not players on any of his teams, into play-

ing a tasting game that involved the girls 
performing acts of oral sex. Each victim 
wore a mask covering their eyes that kept 
them unaware of the defendant’s deviant 
sexual conduct. According to the Westch-
ester District Attorney’s Office, the de-
fendant recorded the criminal sexual acts. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity executed search warrants at Dinizo’s 
home. Dinizo is also facing federal child 
pornography charges from an indict-
ment last April. In addition to coaching 
in the Westchester Basketball Associa-
tion, Dinizo coached girls’ basketball at 
the Masters School in Dobbs Ferry for a 
year in 2000 and Transfiguration School 
in Tarrytown.

Former Local Coach Jailed for 
Sexually Assaulting Girls

By Neal Rentz
To some, the Town of Somers has an af-

fluent reputation and there would be little 
need for a food pantry.

But according to the pastor of St. Luke’s 
Church, hunger is an increasing problem 
in town.

The Rev. Sandy Kay announced the 
church would open a new food pantry 
later this month during the February 20 
Somers Town Board meeting.

The pantry will be open on Fridays 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the church, which is 
located at 327 Route 100, beginning on 
February 28. Kay said the church has not 
decided on how many Fridays a month 
the pantry would be open.

Though the food pantry will be a new 
feature at St. Luke’s, the church has been 
assisting the hungry for years, Kay said. 
Church parishioners have donated food 
to a food pantry in Brewster and has as-
sisted families in the Somers School Dis-
trict as well, through cash assistance and 
other methods. Teresa Reda, a social 
worker employed by the school district, 
has referred families who need food to the 
church, Kay said.

In the mid-2000s, the number of fami-
lies typically needed food assistance in the 
school district was about 18. That figure is 
now about 65, Kay said, adding there may 

New Food Pantry to Open at 
Church in Town of Somers

continued on page 5
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By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina asserted 

last week the city’s historic Paramount Hud-
son Valley theater was “a leaking siv” that had 
him worried about the ability of the current 
management group to viably operate it.

After analyzing a spreadsheet of expenses 
to the city over the last 10 years, Catalina 
maintained he was alarmed by the more than 
$257,000 price tag the Paramount cost Peek-
skill in 2013 and urged the Common Coun-
cil to start thinking about a “plan B” if Red 
House Entertainment was unable to fulfill its 
obligations under a 17-year contract it signed 
with the city in May of last year.

“It seems like these expenses have just 
exploded in the last year and they weren’t 
open for a full year,” Catalina said. “I’m not 
going to sit back until they turn in the keys 
and say the heck with it. I have real concerns 
about this group. I am concerned because 
they have been dark for a number of weeks 
in January and two weeks in February. It 
doesn’t look like we’ll be anywhere near 
those rosy projections.”

Under the lease agreement, Peekskill was 
guaranteed 5% of ticket sales at the former 
Paramount Center for the Arts on Brown 
Street. Red House has projected gross ticket 
sales of $900,000 in the first year (October 
2013 to October 2014) and $2.2 million an-
nually thereafter. The agreement includes 
a 10-year option, and Peekskill paying for 

utilities for the first six months.
Catalina conceded 2013 was not a good 

year to judge the finances of the Paramount, 
which is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, since Red House only was in 
charge for a short time, but he said the city 
only receiving $1,229 for the entire year was 
eyebrow raising.

He also questioned the staying power of 
Red House due to their efforts to seek $1 
million from investors. In offering docu-
ments outlined by Red House at the end of 
August, the Garrison-based company stated 
it had a goal of raising $500,000 by the end 
2013 and $500,000 in 2014. The proceeds 
will be held in escrow until at least $250,000 
has been raised, at which point Red House 
may access the funds.

“When they sent out a prospective for $1 
million it means to me they’re in big, serious 
trouble or the city made a really bad deal,” 
Catalina said. “I don’t want the city to be 
dark for eight months if and when they fail.”

The principals of Red House Entertain-
ment, which took over the Paramount last 
July, said in November it was understood 
from the onset that it would be looking for 
financial backers.

Red House projected losing almost 
$230,000 in 2013, but is looking to bounce 
back in 2014 with a profit of more than 
$65,000 and more than $767,000 in 2015. Its 
website shows a full schedule of shows every 

weekend starting this week.
Red House, which has never run a theater 

such as the Paramount, was selected by the 
Common Council over two other entities, 
the Tarrytown Music Hall and the Para-
mount Phoenix Group. Red House has 50 
employees and has been involved in many 
large events, including the Super Bowl and 
the Olympics.

“I’m just excited to hear people talking 
about it again,” Deputy Mayor Drew Clax-
ton commented about the Paramount. “It 
may not be everything we want it to be at 
this very second but in a very short nine 
months they have pulled in some shows and 
pulled in some houses. I’m just really glad 
that shows are showing up, honestly.”

Claxton and Councilwoman Kathleen 
Talbot said it was premature to cast a shad-

ow over Red House since they haven’t been 
given a full year yet to show their stuff, but 
Councilman Vincent Vesce maintained it 
was clear Red House was not living up to its 
end of the bargain with the city.

“We have an operator in there who is not 
meeting the expectations of its lease and 
what they presented in their RFP,” Vesce 
said. “(The Paramount) is one of the larg-
est economic drivers of this city. We need 
somebody in there that can produce.”

Reportedly, Catalina was able to avoid 
an auction of lighting and other equipment 
that Red House inherited at the Paramount 
by negotiating a deal with Key Bank. He also 
is hoping to reach a settlement with a prop-
erty owner to allow access to the backstage 
of the theater behind the Paramount East 
building.

5

even be more families in need of food,  
The pantry will be stocked by donations 
from parishioners and the public. 

Kay said he was not asking for anything 
from town government. The purpose of 
his appearance before the town board was 
to inform the public about the ne pantry, 

he said. 
Town Supervisor Rick Morrissey said 

information about the new food pantry 
would be placed on the town’s website, 
including a list of foods being sought for 
donations. 

The church is on Facebook and can also 
be reached by calling (914) 277-3122.

Catalina Raises Concerns about Paramount Operators

New Food Pantry to Open at 
Church in Town of Somers
continued from page 4
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By Neal Rentz
Rob Astorino barely had time to enjoy 

his resounding re-election as Westches-
ter County executive in November when 
speculation almost immediately began 
to swirl about the Republican’s potential 
run for governor.

That decision will apparently be an-
nounced as soon as the end of this week.

Bill O’Reilly, a campaign spokes-
man for Astorino, said a decision could 
be made by Friday about whether the 
county executive plans to take on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, a fellow Westchester 
resident.

“The best possible scenario for 
Westchester taxpayers would be County 
Executive Astorino running for governor 
while continuing his reform work in the 
county,” O’Reilly said. “The key drivers of 
runaway taxes and a stagnant state econ-
omy are in Albany and the county execu-
tive is pounding away at them every day. 
In short, a vacuum is sucking money out 
of Westchester, its school districts and 
municipalities, and its plug is in Albany. 
That plug needs to be pulled, and An-
drew Cuomo isn’t pulling it.”

It’s been no secret that Astorino, 46, 

has been mulling a gubernatorial run. 
State Republicans began courting him 
soon after he won a second term, he told 
The Examiner following his inaugura-
tion ceremony Jan. 1. 

The county executive has a long record 
in public service in Mount Pleasant. 
The Hawthorne resident and Westlake 
High School graduate was elected to the 
Mount Pleasant Board of Education as a 
21-year-old college student at Fordham 
University. He also served for 12 years as 
a town councilman. 

Prior to being elected to the Westches-
ter County Board of Legislators in 2003, 
he began an extensive career in broad-
casting, including stints with WFAS, 
ESPN Radio and MSG Network. He also 
hosted a program on Sirius satellite radio 
with New York Archbishop Cardinal Ed-
ward Egan.

On New Year’s Day, Astorino said 
Cuomo has a record “that’s not worthy of 
re-election.”

“It’s something I have to consider be-
cause maybe you get this shot once,” As-
torino said. “But I feel very, very strongly 
about the direction this state is going in, 
and it’s not the right one and that con-

cerns me.”
O’Reilly said Astorino realizes he has a 

fundraising disadvantage. 
“He knows that he cannot match Gov. 

Cuomo dollar for dollar, but he is confi-
dent he can raise enough money to win,” 
O’Reilly said. “He raised $7 million in 
his re-election race and has more than $1 
million on hand today.” 

Mount Pleasant Supervisor Joan May-
bury, who served with Astorino until he 
left the town board to take his seat on 
the Board of Legislators in January 2004, 
said Astorino was always very involved, 
whether on committees or the board of 
education, before being elected to the 
town board. Another asset was his ability 
to reach consensus.

As a councilman, Astorino was always 
well versed on the issues, Maybury re-
called. 

“He was extremely diligent,” she said. 
Mount Pleasant Councilman Carl 

Fulgenzi said he had fond memories of 
working with Astorino in town govern-
ment and would be a solid choice for 
governor.

“He was always a professional, dedi-
cated to what was best for Mount Pleas-

ant,” Fulgenzi said. “I always found him 
easy to discuss issues with, even if we did 
not always agree on the topic. He worked 
well with other board members.”

While his former town board col-
leagues support an Astorino run for gov-
ernor, County Legislator Peter Harck-
ham (D-North Salem) said the county 
executive should instead focus on county 
government.

When he ran for re-election last year, 
Harckham said, Astorino promised to 
deal with county issues for another four 
years, but he cannot fulfill that pledge if 
he runs for state office.

“We have enormous challenges,” he 
said. “The challenges call for a full-time 
county executive.”

Harckham chided Astorino for the 
county’s lower bond rating and the loss 
of federal aid for failing to fulfill terms 
of the county’s affordable housing settle-
ment with the federal government.

Harckham said Cuomo, who lives in 
New Castle, deserves a second term.  

“The governor is doing a terrific job,” 
Harckham said. “He’s cut taxes. He’s cre-
ated jobs.” 

Astorino Expected to Announce Decision Soon on Run for Governor

William “Bill” Primavera, branded 
regionally as “The Home  Guru” and 
William Raveis Real Estate, Mortgage & 
Insurance,  the largest family-owned real 
estate company in the Northeast,  have 
joined forces at the Raveis Yorktown 
Heights office in upper Westchester, 
managed by Doris Ellias, effective im-
mediately.

“We are thrilled to have the talent and 
resourcefulness of Bill Primavera, one of 
the highest profile realtors in the region,” 
Ellias said in making the announcement. 
“Who hasn’t heard the name or read the 
columns or blogs of “The Home Guru” 
over the years and felt that they know Bill 
very well even before they’ve met him? 
We at Raveis feel that his personal brand 
will be a real draw to Raveis both among 
consumers and other agents. We just had 
to have him under the Raveis umbrella 
and did everything we could to recruit 
him.”

Glenn Felson, Senior Vice President, 
General Manager NY & Affiliates, said, 
“We’ve had our eye on Bill for some 
time; we have watched him grow as a top 
producer, observed his contributions to 
his community; admired his work as a 
journalist and have supported his dedi-
cation to causes he believes in.  He’s just 

the kind of professional Raveis wants to 
nourish to help us meet our goal of be-
coming the Number 1 real estate com-
pany in New York. ”

 “I decided to join Raveis because 
I felt that it offered the best  business 
model, the support and the expertise 
to help me achieve my personal growth 

goals,” Primavera said, “and I feel as 
though Raveis offers me a platform for 
personal growth that I simply could 
not find anywhere else, and trust me, I 
looked around.”

 “Also, Raveis recognized my years of 
marketing experience and decided to 
make use of it. They will be investing in 

me to develop The Home Guru Team 
for Residential Sales, Fine Homes and 
a Commercial Team as well, since I am 
particularly focused on that segment of 
the industry.  I just couldn’t turn away 
from their faith in me to help them move 
forward from the Number 1 family-
owned real estate company in the North 
East to becoming the largest in New York 
as well.”

In addition to his role as a Realtor, 
Primavera is founder of Primavera Pub-
lic Relations, the longest running public 
relations firm In Westchester, New York, 
having been established in 1980. Locally 
he represents Yorkville Sports Associa-
tion, the largest sports league associa-
tion in New York, Compass Westches-
ter, the sober living residence planned 
for Yorktown, and Breslin Realty Cor-
poration, one of the largest builders of 
shopping centers in the Northeast.

Primavera lives with wife Margaret in 
Yorktown Heights in the historic Eben-
ezer White House.

 “I am a straightforward kind of guy 
and I will tell my friends in the busi-
ness right out that I’m looking for a few 
good men and women to join me on 
teams that will be concentrating its ef-
forts throughout Westchester,” Primav-

William Raveis Partners with Bill Primavera, a.k.a. “The Home Guru” 

Doris Ellias, manager of  Raveis’ Yorktown office, welcomes Bill Primavera to company.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Valerie Machado
Valerie Machado, an elementary 

school teacher in the Peekskill School 
District, died February 11. She was 40.

Survivors include her mother, Leonie 
C. Machado of Mahopac; her father, Viv-
iano F. Machado of Yorktown Heights; 
her brother, Leslie Paul Machado (Kate) 
of Alexandria, VA; and her nephew and 
niece, Brendan and Erin. A Funeral 
Mass was offered at St. Mary’s Church in 
Fishkill.

Beatrice Konnerth
Beatrice E. Konnerth, a lifelong resi-

dent of Peekskill, died peacefully at 
home surrounded by her loving family 
and friends on February 16. She was 89. 

She was born December 8, 1924, in 
Peekskill to Carlton Briggs Scofield and 
Beatrice Pierce Scofield. She graduated 
from Peekskill High School in 1942 and 
graduated from the NYU School of Edu-
cation in 1946. She was a kindergarten 
teacher for the Hendrick Hudson Cen-
tral School District for more than 35 
years, retiring in 1982. Her mother was a 
teacher in the Peekskill City School Dis-
trict for more than 46 years. Her father 
was a former Peekskill city historian and 
author.

She was a member of the New York 
State United Teachers Union, a life mem-
ber of the New York State Retired Teach-
ers Association and served for a number 
of years on the Hendrick Hudson Cen-
tral School District’s executive com-
mittee. She served on the Bicentennial 
Committee for the Frank G. Lindsey Ele-
mentary School. She attended the United 
Methodist Church of Peekskill and was 
a member of the Van Cortlandtville His-
torical Society

She is survived by her daughter, Carol 
A. Reif, of Peekskill, several nieces and 
cousins, and their children. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, Milton J. Kon-

nerth, and her former husband, Rob-
ert. W. Reif. Also surviving are Milton’s 
daughter, two sons and several grand-
children.

Daniel Cea
Daniel Anthony Cea, a resident of 

Cortlandt Manor, died at his home on 
February 18. He was 70.

He was born in the Bronx on March 
10, 1943. He was predeceased by his 
mother Mary Cea (nee DeRosa), father 
Frank Cea and his grandparents, and was 
named after his grandfather Donato.

He married his wife Ann on May 19, 
1968 in Brooklyn. He had three sons; 
Francis (Darlene), Joseph (Nanette) and 
Daniel II. He also had six grandchildren; 
Christine (Steve), Victoria, Brea, Court-
ney, Joseph and Noah. He also leaves 
behind his brother Michael J. Cea of 
Schenevus, NY who he dearly loved and 
a brother-in-law Lee J. Cuti of Brooklyn.

Mr. Cea was a teacher at John F. 
Kennedy Catholic High School in Som-
ers for 17 years before he retired in June, 
2006. Prior to teaching he worked at 
Chemical Bank for 25 years. He was a 
50-year member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Fr. John LaFarge Council 4012 
and a life member of the NRA.

Olga Macie
Olga Macie, a resident of Somers, died 

February 7 at Stamford Hospital. She was 
95.

Born on March 2, 1918 in Hastings-
on-Hudson, NY, she was the daughter 
of the late Henry and Mary Drosdowski 
and the wife of the late Walter Macie. She 
is survived by her loving daughter Gail 
(Macie) Lenahan, son Walter Macie and 
his wife Kathleen, grandaughter, Kerry 
Lenahan-Soifer and her husband Fed-
erico and great-granddaughter Isabel of 
Washington, DC and grandson, Peter 
Lenahan, of Stamford.

Mrs. Macie enjoyed spending time 
with her friends and family and was very 
active in the Heritage Hills community 
in Somers. Prior to her retirement, she 
worked as a sales manager for JW Wa-
namakers Department Store. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. 
Joseph’s Church in Somers.

Leroy Smith 
Leroy Smith, a resident of Somers, 

died February 15. He was 87.
He was born in Valdosta, Georgia on 

June 1, 1926 to Emmett Lee and Gladys 
(Johnson) Smith. He joined the Navy 
during World War II and served in both 
the European and Pacific campaign. Af-
ter serving the country, he joined the 
NYC transit authority where during his 
34 years of service he achieved the title of 
Chief of Operations. 

Mr. Smith was predeceased by his wife 
of 54 years, Pauline A. Smith, in 1998. 
He is survived by three children: Paul 
and wife Barbara Smith; Vivian O’Mara; 
Barbara and husband Joseph Dwyer. 
He has nine grandchildren, and seven 
great- grandchildren. He is also survived 
by his sister Gladys Coody, brother Wil-
liam Smith and his devoted companion, 
Nancy Vella. 

Mafalda Fasciani
Mafalda Z. Fasciani, a resident of Cro-

ton-on-Hudson, died February 15. She 
was 82.

She was born on June 12, 1931 at her 
home in Ossining to the late Gioacchino 
and Donatella (DiBacco) Zedda. She was 
a graduate of Ossining High School in 
1949. She worked as a bank professional 
for many years at the Bank for Savings 
in Ossining and at the Bursar’s Office at 
PACE University in Pleasantville.

She was very active at the Ossining 
Historical Society where she volunteered 
for many years. She was also a devoted 

Catholic and parishioner of Holy Name 
of Mary Church and St. Augustine’s 
Church in Ossining. She cherished 
Mother Teresa, and had a special devo-
tion to her. She was proud to have met 
her several times. 

She is survived by her beloved chil-
dren, Rudolph J. Fasciani, Jr. of Croton, 
Carol Ann Fasciani of Brookfield, CT and 
Cynthia Neff and her husband Arthur of 
Buchanan; devoted grandchildren, Sean 
and Sarah Cahill and Ashley and Emily 
Neff; caring sister-in-law, Victoria Zedda 
and many nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her beloved husband, 
Rudolph J. Fasciani, Sr. in 1988; brothers 
, Joseph and his wife Susan , Michael and 
Frank Zedda and sister, Rose Trembone.
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Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
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www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    
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SPRING SAVINGS! 
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Letters

To the Editor:
For such a promising young man to 

plummet to the depths of a prescription 
pill addiction seemed nowhere short of 
unusual. In less than 24 hours I had tak-
en a medical leave from college, dimin-
ished a life’s worth of my families’ trust, 
and boarded a plane on my way to a drug 
rehabilitation facility.

After about a month of inpatient treat-
ment I moved into the program’s sober liv-
ing home, otherwise known as a halfway 
house, which serves a transitional environ-
ment for patients to adapt to a productive 
and abiding lifestyle. At that point I believe 
the outcome of my treatment could’ve 
gone either way. It was the experiences that 
I would soon gain from my peers, however, 
that greatly helped me to become what I 
consider a recovered addict. 

The program I attended provides in-
patient and outpatient care, along with 
the option to move into its halfway 
house. The inpatient facility houses 152 
patients, and the halfway house accom-
modates almost seventy. At the halfway 
house residents are given almost com-
plete freedom to come and go as they 
please, but are subject to random drug 
tests and searches. The halfway house 
is also set in a low income area, which 
makes drugs more accessible than any-
where else I’ve ever been.

It was there that I watched residents 

relapse on anything from excessive 
doses of over-the-counter drugs, to nee-
dles filled with heroin. I was one of only 
about ten residents that did not once get 
high during our stays, and falling witness 
to such extreme lows caused me to strive 
for a life of self-possession. 

I moved back Yorktown after about 
three months into the program, and for 
four months attended local Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings on a daily basis. 
These Yorktown meetings proved to be 
the most powerful recovery community 
I could’ve asked for. This was the final 
turning point in my journey. 

When I heard about the possibility of 
a halfway house opening on Underhill 
Avenue, my initial reaction was to go up 
in arms--ready to cite my first-hand ex-
periences in order to fight it to the bitter 
end. I remembered witnessing residents 
relapse, only to roam the streets in search 
of drugs and money. I recalled the stories 
I heard about their arrests, followed by 
rumors of their overdoses. “This cannot 
come to Yorktown,” I thought. “It will 
traffic drugs and crime into our town.” 

It was not until I researched Compass 
Westchester and their policies that my 
viewpoint completely changed. 

The home offers only four bedrooms, 
and would administer prescreening tests 
and evaluations, requiring the comple-
tion of an intense rehab program at an-

other institution. Residents would also 
enter on a volunteer basis, and would 
be regularly subject to drug and alcohol 
tests. In addition, residents would be re-
quired to attend daily AA meetings or 
other self-help meetings in the area, and 
would most importantly be under full-
supervision, meaning that they cannot 
leave the premises without permission 
and an escort from a staff member.

I find it hard to believe that a commu-
nity as welcoming as Yorktown has taken 
such a strong stance against providing 
care for addicts and alcoholics enter-
ing an advanced stage in their recovery. 
It was only five years ago that we lost a 
17-year-old boy to an accidental heroin 
overdose, in addition to a young man 
and woman who passed away in 2011. 
There is already a prominent AA pres-
ence in Yorktown, and I believe the two 
programs could work in unity to serve a 
greater good for the community. After 
all, to save even just one life should be 
held at a higher value than alleged de-
creases in property worth.

Sincerely,
“ScoTT”

Editor’s Note: The letter writer lives 
in Yorktown but requested that his true 
identity not be revealed, which the NW 
Examiner agreed to based on the sensitive 
nature of his past addictions.

Sobriety Retreat Home Could Work Hand 
in Hand with Local AA 

A February 25 community forum en-
titled “Prescription Drugs and Heroin: 
What our Community Needs to Know to 
Stay Safe,” sponsored by Hendrick Hud-
son Superintendent Joseph Hochreiter 
and Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi, 
will be held at Hendrick Hudson High 
School from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

In late January the area was rocked 
by the news of the three alleged over-
dose deaths of Thomas Coogan, 23, 
of Buchanan; Whitney Delhay, 28, of 
Dobbs Ferry; and Tyler Seger, 19, of 
Cortlandt – a 2012 Hendrick Hudson 
High School graduate and lacrosse 
player.  

Press and police accounts have made 
the connection between heroin and 
prescription drug abuse—either drugs 
obtained from home medicine cabinets, 
or purchased illegally on the street—and 
parents are worried.

A panel of experts will be on hand to 
help us understand the hows and whys 
of heroin and prescription drug abuse: 

Steven Kipnis, MD, Medical Director, 
New York State Office of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services; Robert 
Kelly, Executive Director, Westchester 
Intelligence Center, Westchester Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office; Colleen 
Anderson, MSEd, CPP, Youth Center 
Director, Town of Cortlandt, Recreation 

Department; Angela Alvarado, LMSW, 
Student Assistance Counselor, Hen-
drick Hudson High School; Jeffery Ve-
atch, Parent, and founder of the Justin 
Veatch Fund; and representatives from 
both the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the New York 
State Police. 

Community Forum on Heroin, Prescription 
Drug Abuse Tuesday at Hen Hud

Former NBA player Chris Her-
ren, author of the  “Basketball Junkie: 
A Memoir ” will be speaking to the 
community about substance abuse on 
Wednesday, February 26 at 7 p.m. at 
Lakeland High School in Shrub Oak.

Herren’s unique ability to speak 
from experience and reach out to 
all,especially our youth, on the sub-
ject of substance abuse, has made 
him one of the most sought-after 

speakers on this topic in America to-
day.  After battling drug addiction for 
more than 14 years, Herren entered 
recovery and has devoted himself to 
helping others, especially youth. An 
important part of Herren’s recovery 
was his stay, following a rehabilita-
tion program, in a sober living resi-
dence similar to the one proposed by 
Compass Westchester on Underhill 
Avenue Yorktown.

‘Basketball Junkie’ to Speak at LHS Wed 
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possession of  a controlled substance af-
ter allegedly being found in possession of 
3 Oxycodone pills which he did not have 
a prescription. Hakoun was arrested at the 
Jefferson Valley Mall after an investigation 
revealed he was wanted for an outstanding 
warrant. He was remanded to Westchester 
County Jail in lieu of $5,000 bail.

7:57 p.m. – Rita Madore, 54, of Mohegan 
Lake, was charged with assault and criminal 
mischief after police received a call from a 
male resident of Amazon Road reporting 
a domestic dispute in progress. Investiga-
tion revealed Madore allegedly repeatedly 
punched and kicked the male in the face 
and groin causing a facial injury. Madore 

also allegedly disabled the house phone 
while the male was attempting to call the 
police for assistance.

February 18 - 12:30 p.m. – Thomas 
Pomposello, Jr., 47, of Mohegan Lake, was 
charged with criminal trespass after police 
received a complaint from the administra-
tion of Lakeland Copper Beech Middle 
School of an alleged disorderly subject who 
was refusing to leave the building. 

February 20 - 5:45 p.m. – Steven Za-
gorski, 66, of Yorktown, was charged with 
criminal possession of a weapon after 
unregistered firearms were located in his 
home.
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 Letters

To the Editor:
The proposal for a Special Use Permit 

to operate a “convalescent home” is be-
ing made by Tom McCrossan and Mark 
McGoldrick. The applicants have called 
this an asset for Yorktown when in reality 
it will be occupied annually on average 
by 100 different transient residents virtu-
ally entirely from outside communities. 
The bottom line, this is ALL ABOUT 
MAXIMIZING PROFITS for the sellers 
and applicants. Neither applicant has any 
apparent experience owning or operat-
ing a “convalescent home”. Their careers 
have been spent doing investment deals 
in the financial services and banking 
industries.   The investors told us back 
in January, their PRIMARY reason for 
doing this deal “Is to set up Tom’s son 
(Devin McCrossan) in his own business 
as the home’s operations manager.”  And 
this is the kicker, no matter how many 
problems occur, just like other sober 
houses around our nation, when admon-
ished; they can and will hide behind the 
law and say: “I’m a sober living home and 
have federal protections.”

 If you don’t believe us, Google and 
read as many of these and other online 
articles as you can tolerate: 
1. “Renting homes to recovering addicts 
for profit”
2. “Unwelcome neighbor: Sober house 
ruckus erupts on Silver Hill Road”
3. “Struggling in suburbia-Suffolk Coun-

ty Report pdf.”
4. “Senator Schumer calls to regulate so-
ber homes” 

 No matter what the clever investors 
or their supporters and paid consultants 
say, many towns in our nation have been 
deceived or duped like the victims of 
Bernie Madoff.  However, the record is 
clear, once one of these sober homes gets 
a foothold in a community they tend to 
multiply like weeds in a flower bed.  Re-
member the proverb:  “the road to hell is 
often paved with good intentions”!

But you’re still a skeptic and say, “Wait, 
McCrossan and McGoldrick are good 
guys and would never do these things”.
Ok, what if they decide to sell their busi-
ness to another less trustworthy opera-
tor?  So you say, “The town wouldn’t al-
low the sale, they’d put restrictions on 
the permit”; ah, but you forgot the first 
rule of owning and operating (or selling) 
a sober house, “I’m a sober living home 
and have federal protections”!

We believe the Town Board should 
deny this application for a special use 
permit based on many standards con-
tained in the Town Code and the Com-
prehensive Plan.  A “convalescent home” 
does not qualify for a special use permit 
in this neighborhood on this specific 
piece of property. 

 Section 300-3, Article II of the Town 
Code defines a Convalescent Home or 
Nursing Home as one in the same. We 

maintain putting a “convalescent home” 
or sober house in our family friendly 
neighborhood is NOT IN HARMONY 
with the surrounding neighborhood as 
required by the Town Code.

 Every person that we have asked the 
following question, “Do you think hav-
ing a convalescent or sober home next 
door or in your area will help or hurt your 
home value when you decide to sell” an-
swers the same, “It can’t help and most 
likely will hurt and devalue my sale price.” 

The Comprehensive Plan in Section 
2, Table 2.5 says the property must have, 
“Significant open space, with woodland 
buffers adjacent to single family residen-
tial zones and all development should 
have sanitary sewer and public water 
service.” 482 Underhill Avenue is on an 
antiquated, unapproved (by the Westch-
ester County Health Department) septic 
system and has very little in the way of 
screening let alone a “woodland buffer.” 
The comprehensive plan does not iden-
tify this neighborhood for a sober home.

The applicants plan to house their cli-
ents in the 4 bedroom main house, the 
2 bedroom cottage and the 3 bedroom 
apartment over the garage.  For many 

reasons the property does not meet cur-
rent zoning codes and its occupancy 
status is “pre existing non-conforming.”  
The Town Code says a new use or dif-
ferent special use cannot be allowed on 
non-conforming property without re-
ceiving approval from the Town Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

When some of us suggested to the ap-
plicants that “trusting them to doing the 
right thing” would be to open a sober 
home in their own communities they 
looked at us with blank stares and were 
silent.  We think it’s obvious their neigh-
bors and town officials in Bedford Village 
and New Haven, Connecticut would not 
look kindly on approving a sober home. 

We respectively point out that this is 
a moment in time which can determine 
the safety and serenity of our wonderful 
Yorktown neighborhoods along with the 
future quality of life and property values 
of all Yorktown residents. A NO vote will 
benefit all Yorktown residents.

Sincerely,
Nick ToumaNioS

LouiSa SigiLLo
chriS STENdardi

aL FrENch

Sober House for Maximizing Profits or Enforce the Town Code

continued from page 2
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Bee & Jay Plumbing and heating
mahopac

By Janine Bowen
With a winter that just won’t seem 

to let up, a local company with half a 
century of experience is prepared to help 
restore heating and remedy frozen pipes. 

“It’s been a crazy, crazy winter and 
we’re just trying to keep ahead and 
keep everybody happy and I think it’s 
been going pretty well,” said Ted Kugler, 
current owner of Bee & Jay Plumbing 
and Heating. 

The company, which celebrates its 
50th anniversary this year, was founded 
in 1964 by Kugler’s now father-in-law 
John Scollan. Kugler, who worked for 
Scollan part-time in the late 1960s, took 
over the company in 1978 after marrying 
Scollan’s daughter, Mary. He now runs 
the business with Scollan’s youngest son, 
Joseph.

When business began 50 years ago, 
John Scollan worked with one partner, 
Bernie Pillar, which is where the Bee 
& Jay name originated. Over time, the 
business evolved from two men handling 
small service work in small homes to a 
15-employee company which handles 
large jobs, including water systems for 
municipalities.  

Despite their evolution, Bee and Jay 
continues to strive to put customer 
service and satisfaction first. 

“Our best asset is our professionalism, 
our service, our qualified mechanics 
and…all of the people who dispatch 

from our offices have a nice rapport with 
our customers and everybody seems to 
be very happy,” said Kugler. 

The company was recently awarded 
the Angie’s List Super Service Award, 
which they have received several times 
in the past. 

“We win that every year because we 
get rated from our customers on the 
quality and the professionalism of all 
our mechanics and we strive to have 
the highest quality and the top quality 
mechanics on site and be able to take 
care of our customers. And they seem to 
be very happy with that,” Kugler said. 

Currently, Kugler and his brother-in-
law Joseph Scollan are the only family 
members involved in the company, but 
with five children between them, they 
hope that the business will continue to 
remain in the family for the next half a 
century. 

“We’re hoping that one of our children 
comes into the business and possibly 
picks up the baton and keeps it rolling,” 
said Kugler. 

Bee & Jay Plumbing and Heating is 
located along Route 6 in Mahopac. To 
learn more, visit beeandjay.com. 

Businesses

of the Week

NEAL RENtz PHOtO
ted Kugler and Joseph Scollan.

By Dr. Robert Pilchik
High cholesterol is a major risk factor for 

cardiovascular disease – including heart at-
tack and stroke -- which will affect half of 
all men and one-third of women. 

Understanding cholesterol and its role 
in heart disease, and taking simple steps to 
achieve safe levels, are vital investments in 
your heart’s health and your own longev-
ity. It’s never too early, or too late, to take 
charge of this key aspect of your health. 
What’s important is to start today.

Cholesterol is a type of fat. With all the 
grim news about it, you may be surprised 
to learn it’s naturally produced by your 
body, and required for essential bodily 
functions, such as building cells. Your sec-
ond source of cholesterol is the foods you 
eat, mainly animal fats. 

Cholesterol is carried through your 
body by little packages of protein and cho-
lesterol, called lipoproteins. There are two 
types: high-density lipoprotein (HDL), 
often called “good” cholesterol; and low-
density lipoprotein (LDL), often called 
“bad” cholesterol. Over time, if too much 
LDL cholesterol is circulating in your body, 
it starts to build up in the form of a hard 
structure called plaque, in the walls of ar-
teries throughout the body, but mostly in 
arteries by the heart and those that feed the 
brain. 

Plaque causes artery walls to thicken, 
leading to a condition called atherosclero-

sis or hardening of the arteries. As artery 
walls thicken, the vessels narrow restricting 
the flow of oxygen-rich blood to the heart 
or brain. Atherosclerosis is the leading 
cause of heart attacks and stroke. 

Here’s what happens: If an artery be-
comes 100 percent blocked, blood supply is 
cut off, and the portion of the heart muscle 
that relies on that artery dies. This is a heart 
attack. The same process leads to a stroke, 
except in this case, the total blockage oc-
curs in the carotid artery, which supplies 
blood to the brain. 

By contrast, HDL cholesterol helps the 
body get rid of excess LDL cholesterol. It 
actually neutralizes the toxicity that makes 
LDL so damaging to your arterial walls. 

Think of it this way: LDL is a delivery 
truck bringing all those nasty fats to your 
arteries. HDL is the garbage truck that 
comes and takes all the bad stuff away.  

You can have dangerously high LDL 
cholesterol and be symptom-free. Here’s 
why: Plaque builds up in artery walls 
slowly, starting as early as age 20. But you 
don’t begin to develop symptoms of chest 
discomfort – angina – until the blood ves-
sel is 70 percent blocked. So your vessel can 
be 65 percent blocked, but because it’s not 
causing enough restriction of the blood to 
the heart, you don’t know it, and neither 
does your doctor. 

Plaque caused by high LDL is called 
unstable. It is vulnerable to rupture at any 

time, breaking open and releasing its con-
tents into the bloodstream. Now the con-
tents of the plaque – all that cholesterol and 
other fats – form a blood clot in the artery 
wall. And the patient instantaneously goes 
from, let’s say, 65 percent blockage to 100 
percent blockage causing a massive heart 
attack. One minute, the patient had ab-
solutely no idea anything was wrong. The 
next minute, he’s fighting for his life. 

Dr. Robert Pilchik is chief of cardiology 
at Northern Westchester Hospital in Mount 
Kisco. He was ranked a Top Doctor  by the 
Castle Connolly healthcare research firm, 

and named a Best Doctor by Westchester 
Magazine. For more information, call 914-
666-1200 or visit www.nwhc.net.

Learning About Cholesterol Can Mean Living Longer

Dr. Robert Pilchik

NWH Can Help You 
Recover Faster 

You’ve had a heart attack or heart 
surgery, or you need to manage 
risk factors linked to heart disease, 
such as high cholesterol, high blood 
pressure or being overweight...and 
you’re rarin’ to get back to your life. 
Northern Westchester Hospital’s na-
tionally recognized Cardiac Rehabil-
itation Program offers the “full pack-
age,” including medically-monitored 
exercise customized to your needs, 
counseling with dieticians, and sup-
port for you and your family. Not 
only recover faster, but learn how to 
maintain good heart health for the 
rest of your life. 

Northern Westchester Hospital’s 
comprehensive cardiac rehabilita-
tion program has been recognized 
by the American Association of 
Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Re-
habilitation for enhancing standards 
of care.

To learn more, call 914-458-8700 
or visit www.NwhRehab.org.
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Tuesday, Feb. 25
adult Education: A series of classes 

for adults are being held at the York 
town Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd 
.Mishneh Torah---Every Tuesday, between 
7:30 and 9 p.m. there will be a discussion 
for those who want to delve deeply into 
Jewish practice, philosophy, history, culture 
and related matters. The test used will 
be Maimonides’ MISHNEH TORAH, in 
English.Pirkei Avot--At 11 a.m. on the first 
and third Monday of every month, Rabbi 
Urbas will teach a classic text on ethical 
thinking, combined with practical tips on 
Jewish living. This Talmudic test is a popular 
work for everyone. Understanding Hebrew 
Prayer--- On Mondays, at 7 p.m. Cantor 
Isabel Kopstein will explore the Siddur. 
She will help students already somewhat 
familiar with Hebrew to advance in the 
knowledge of the meanings of prayers. 
almud and the Law--- On Thursdays, at 
10:30 a.m., Wendy Segal will discuss Ethics, 
Talmud and Jewish law.  Cases from a text 
book, the news, and even Judge Judy will 
help in understanding the wisdom of the 
Jewish sages and how to apply that wisdom 
applies to today’s problems. Info: 914-245-
2324 or info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Free medicare counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak, from 
10 a.m. to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are necessary 
for the free service. Meet with a trained 
counselor for information about Medicare 
Parts A, B and D, Medicare Advantage 
Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help 
and EPIC .You can also call the Senior 
Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and 
a counselor will return your call within 
two business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go 
to http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/
senior-benefits-information-centers/. 

Farmers’ market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or 

http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.
checkmate: A chess program is held 

every Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held 
in the second floor conference room. Info: 
914-941-2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Feb. 26
Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First 

Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed 
bingo prizes, plus an average of $1,000 
awarded in specialty games. Doors open 
5 p.m. and games begin 7:15 p.m. every 
Wednesday (except holidays – check First 
Hebrew’s website calendar.)  First Hebrew 
is just west of the Beach Shopping Center 
at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-
0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Feb. 27
iBm retirees meeting: The Tri-State 

IBM Retirees Club will meet at 1:30 p.m. 
in the meeting hall of the United Methodist 
Church, 1176 E. Main Street, Shrub Oak. 
The scheduled speaker is Fred Westendorf, 
club member and AARP senior tax advisor. 
Refreshments and sign-in at 1 p.m. New 
members are welcome. Annual dues will be 
accepted. Info: 914-528-5916. 

Book club: Support Connection’s Book 
Club will meet from 7 to 8:45 p.m. in the 
Cheryl H. Lindenbaum Comprehensive 
Cancer Center at Hudson Valley Hospital, 
1980 Crompond Rd, Cortlandt. The 
club is open to people living with breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancers. To 
learn more or to pre-register, which 
is required to attend the meeting, call 
Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290.

holocaust commission: The Somers 
Memorial Holocaust Commission is 
planning its annual Holocaust program, 
which is an evening of reflection and 
remembrance. Our purpose is twofold: to 
educate children so that they will never 
forget the horrors of the Holocaust and 
other genocide, and to promote the teaching 
of human rights in our school. Our yearly 
program, held at a local high school, includes 
many inspirational projects submitted by 
high school students. The program will 
also feature a keynote speaker, a choir, and 
student singing and dancing to help make it 
a memorable evening. Everyone is welcome, 
and if you are interested in meeting and/
or joining our group, please contact Ruth 
Rosenberg at 914-248-5149.

Friday, Feb. 28
Book Sale:  The Friends of the Ossining 

Public Library will hold its general book 
sale this weekend in the gallery on the 
lower level of the library, 53 Croton Ave. 
The sale will be held on Feb. 28 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; on March 1 from 11 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. and on March 2 from 1 to 5 
p.m. Info: 914-941-2416 Ext. 327 or www.
ossininglibrary.org.

Free Play dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC 
Early Childhood Center at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The 
program is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 
parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direction 
of an experienced early childhood teacher 
.Pre-registration is suggested. Contact 
Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at 
Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Winter Services:  During the winter 
months, Sabbath services will begin 
at 6:15 p.m. on Friday evenings and at 
9:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Saturday, March 1
Blood drive:  The Somers Women’s Club 

will conduct its annual blood drive from 9 
a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at Somers Intermediate 
School, 240 Route 202. To schedule an 
appointment visit nybllodcenter.org 
or call 800-933-2566/ Walk-in are also 
welcome. Info: swcpresident@yahoo.com.

children’s musical:  The children’s 
musical “Jack and the Beanstalk” will 
be performed at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 
the Yorktown Stage, 1974 Commerce 
St. Tickets are $13 for children and 
$15 for adults. Info: 914-962-0606 or 
yorktownstage.org.

Jewish center Events:  Two events 
will be held at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Today at 
7:30 p.m. Wine, Desert and Song will 
be held. This is an evening devoted to 
kosher wine tasting, delicious desserts, 
and entertainment from our own special 
musicians. Reservations are being 
accepted for a Family Shabbat Dinner, 
which is scheduled for March 7 at 6:15 
p.m. All ages are welcome to share in our 
services, followed by a delicious dinner. 
The cost is $15 per child, and $18 per adult 
($25 after March 3), with a maximum of 
$50 per family.  Call the temple to make 
your reservation. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or 
www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Somers Library Exhibit: Lynn 
Shulman is exhibiting a collection of her 
watercolor paintings and drawings at the 
Somers Library, located in Reis Park off 
Route 138, in March. The exhibit includes 
landscapes, figures, still life subjects and 
drawings in multi-media. You can contact 
Shulman at lynsplace29@aol.com. For 
library hours call 914 232-5717 or visit 
www.somerslibrary.org.

ossining Farmers market:  The 
Ossining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is held year-round on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets. Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

overeaters anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9,  Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, March 2
Jewish adult Education: A discussion 

of Jewish current affairs and history will 
be led by Rabbi Fred Schwalb at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Hebrew Congregation of Somers, 
located at Cypress Lane and Mervin Drive. 
Info: 914-248-9532.

healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com.

Monday, March 3
collage admissions:  Key Factors 

in College Admission Decisions, a free 
informational workshop, will be held 
at 7 p.m. at the Katonah Village Library, 
26 Bedford Rd.  Robert Cummings from 
Dunbar Educational Consultants will 
discuss the factors that colleges weigh in 
their admission decisions and how high 
school students should best prepare for 
their college admission process.  RSVP 
at 914-232-3508 or katref@wlsmail.
org. For more information, visit www.
katonahlibrary.org/teens/programs.

helping homeless Veterans: The 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Chapter 21 and My Brother Vinny need 
your help in assisting homeless veterans. 
Once a homeless veteran is approved by 
the government for apartment living, 
the veteran needs all the furnishings, 
linens, towels, cooking, eating utensils 
to set up his new apartment. One item 
that is desperately needed is window 
air conditioners. Anyone who wishes to 
donate an air conditioner, bed linens or 
towels may drop them off at St. Luke’s 
Church’s basement, Route 100, Somers 
NY.  Hours of drop-off are Monday and 
Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 
from2 to-4:30 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday from 9 a. m. to 4:30 p.m. Please 
leave your name and address so we may 
thank you. Info:  914-277-4822.
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Summer Camp
Proper Time and Effort Crucial to Finding Right Summer Camp

By Janine Bowen
Although the weather outside has been 

cold and snowy, summer will be here 
soon, which means schools will be out and 
camps will be in session. 

Parents may already know of some 
good camps or where they’re sending their 
children this summer, but what they may not 
know is that the nonprofit American Camp 
Association (ACA) offers free services to 
help match a child with an accredited camp 
that meets each family’s needs. 

“There are camps that can fit just about 
anybody’s requirements…and I think 
it’s something that, without getting some 
type of advice from somebody who knows 
camp, it’s very difficult for some people 
to make the decision, or sadly, they make 
the wrong decision,” said ACA Director of 
Camper Placement Renee Flax. 

Flax has worked at the ACA for 16 
years, and her sole job is to help parents 
find the right camp for their child. She 
speaks with parents to get an idea of what 
they and their child are looking for. Flax 
not only considers factors such as budget 
and type of camp, but also the personality 
and hobbies of a child to help find a good 
match. In addition, she can also help 
parents find camps that will accommodate 
dietary or religious needs. 

Flax said finding a camp can be a 
confusing process. Oftentimes, parents get 
overwhelmed trying to figure out subtle 
differences between programs. She also 
acknowledged that a lot of parents are 
unaware of many of the options available 
to them when choosing a camp. For 
example, most parents do not know that 
many accredited camps offer tours as well 
as “Rookie Days” where children can try 
out a camp for a day. 

“That’s something that most people don’t 
even think about or know is available to 
them,” Flax said.

She stressed that parents need to do their 
homework when searching for a camp. 
She said too many families choose a camp 
based on the advice of other parents, but 
don’t consider the differences between 
children that could make a camp a good fit 
for one youngster and not the other. 

Flax also warned parents that if they 
aren’t looking at accredited camps they 
will need to be very careful during their 
research process. Currently, the ACA is 
the only organization that accredits camps. 
There are more than 300 criteria needed to 
gain accreditation. 

“We are ensuring the public that [these] 
camps are living up to the highest standards 
that any camp can live up to,” Flax said. 

“It’s like the Good Housekeeping seal of 
approval for camps.” 

Although summer camp is still several 
months away, Flax recommended that 
parents begin looking into programs 
during the winter in order to reduce their 
stress and avoid picking a camp that has 
reached capacity. 

“Parents will make a more educated 
decision if they give themselves time to 
thoroughly look through camps and all of 
their materials,” Flax said. “An early start will 
also avoid getting locked out of a camp that 
you think would be a good fit for your child.” 

Flax noted that whether parents use the 
ACA to find a camp or elect to go through 
the process on their own, the key is to 
devote time and effort and avoid waiting 
until the last minute. 

“Put some effort into it and you won’t 
make a mistake if you do your research,” 
she said. “If you try to do this simply, and 
you spend very little time, you may be 
lucky and find the right camp, but very 
often you don’t.” 

To learn more about the American 
Camp Association and its services visit 
www.ACA-nynj.org. 
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                                     TIMES:
AM Program      9:00 am - 11:45am
PM Program      12:15pm - 3:00 pm
FULL DAY:                  9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Daycare Hours      8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Extended Hour       7:00 am - 6:00 pm

2090 Crompond Rd •Yorktown Heights
For information call 962-5196 

www.piedpiperschoolpreschool.com

� e children have daily choices of activities such as sports, 
arts & crafts, music, cooking and theatre. � ere is

water play every day including water table, sprinklers & 
slip and slides. 

PIED PIPER SCHOOL

Summer Program
Week 1: Sand & Surf
Week 2: Sunny Snacks
Week 3: Jungle Fever
Week 4: In a Little Garden
Week 5: Olympic Games
Week 6: Lego Land
Week 7: � eatre & Carnival
Week 8: Mystery Week

� e children have daily choices of activities such as sports, arts & crafts, 
music, cooking and theatre. � ere is water play every day including water table,

sprinklers & slip and slides. You pick the days, times and weeks where 
the sun always shines. BLS, CPR, RIT 

� rst aid, epi pen and MAT certi� ed
family owned and operated

Summer Camp
DATES:

Monday June 30th - Friday August 22nd

Rational Animal & Dancing for Animals 
present the Westchester chapter of Rational 
Animal’s Mother Comfort Project. Ration-
al Animal, www.rationalanimal.org, uses 
media and special events to increase pub-
lic awareness about NYC’s at-risk animals. 
They also raise money for rescues and 
shelters. Their Mother Comfort Project is 
a program where volunteers gather to sew 
beds for animals in shelters. They then de-
liver the beds to animals in shelters in need 
of a cozy place to rest while waiting for 
their forever home.

Dancing for Animals, www.dancing-
foranimals.org, is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to raising funds, via dancing 
activities, to give grants to animal welfare 
organizations, educate people about ani-
mal welfare issues, and inspire volunteer-
ism and community activity.

The next Mother’s Comfort Project ses-
sion is Saturday, March 1, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. If you love to sew and would like to 
put your talents to good use toward a won-
derful cause, please contact Liz Peterson at 
either 914-737-2228 or kjg2@msn.com.

Rational, Dancing Animals Come to Westchester
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Vintage Bar and Restaurant in White 
Plains will be hosting a fundraiser 
called “Rock the River” on Thursday, 
Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. to raise money to 
support Sunrise Day Camp--Pearl 
River. 

Sunrise Day Camp is the only full 
summer dedicated day camp in the 
nation for children with cancer and 
their siblings who are between three 
and a half and 16 years old. 

Sunrise Day Camp–Pearl River is 
located on 95 wooded acres in the 
Henry Kaufman Campgrounds in 
Pearl River, Rockland County, and is 
a member of the Sunrise Day Camp 
Association, which also has a location 
on Long Island. Sunrise Day Camp-
-Pearl River serves children from 
Manhattan, the Bronx, Westchester, 
Putnam and Rockland counties, 
southern Connecticut and northern 
New Jersey. 

The $125 ticket to “Rock the River” 
includes music by the NERDS, along 
with an open bar, dinner and a silent 
auction. It is a great evening to get on 
your dancing shoes and enjoy terrific 
food and prizes, all to help children 

impacted with cancer. 
Every day families who have a child 

with cancer deal with the tremendous 
financial and emotional burdens 
and medical costs related to cancer 
treatments and hospitalizations. In 
order to ease that burden, Sunrise is 
offered completely free of charge. It is 
only through the generosity of donors 
and events like “Rock the River” that 
no child is turned away. Every dollar 
raised for this event will insure that 
those who desperately need a summer 
filled with fun, joy and laughter, will 
get to have one.

“’Rock the River’ represents a giant 
step forward in assuring that Sunrise–
Pearl River has the resources necessary 
to assure that every child struggling 
with cancer, who wants to go to 
summer camp, will be able to,” said 
Arnie Preminger, president & CEO of 
the Friedberg JCC/Sunrise Day Camp. 
“Our partners at the Rosenthal JCC 
share with us the deepest passion for 
this incredible project. Together we 
will continue to bring childhood back 
to these precious children, and change 
their lives for the better.” 

13

Fundraiser to Be Held Next 
Week for Sunrise Day Camp 

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

ø

(914) 232-4843
 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah, NY 

Weekly camps are available all summer long for children ages 31/2 

to 18. Sign up for a few weeks here and there or take a whole sum-
mer's worth of our exciting offerings. Each week we have a wide 
variety of options from favorites like Wheelthrowing, Outdoor Paint-
ing, Stop-Motion Animation and Fashion Design to new options like 
Magic Camp and TADA’s T3x and T3xJr Performing Arts Camps 
which include Acting, Voice, Dance, Script-Writing and Set and Cos-
tume Design. Be sure to sign up early as space is limited. Register 
online at www.katonahartcenter.com!

Register 
now

for our 
week-long 
summer 
camps!

Time To RegisTeR!
WinTeR session

summeR & sepTembeR
Ages 18 mos To 5 yeARs

 befoRe And AfTeR school cARe 
K ThRu 2nd gRAde           

Let us give your child the tools to succeed -
Montessori Educational Approach 

Our curriculum exceeds 
NYS learning standards!

Dedicated teaching staff, safe,
warm environment. 

Come visit for a personalized tour.
yorktown heights & granite springs locations 

914 962-2929
www.brightbeginpreschool.com

Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed
open 7 am to 6 pm

Qualified staff committed to excellence – teaching with a vision – 
Montessori Educational Approach

Highest professional standards – Academic hands on
curriculum, music, movement, Spanish instruction, large gym – 

Full or half days/ Extended Hrs available 7 am – 6pm
Summer and Fall Program Openings
Lic by OCFS – Reg by NYS Dept of Ed

www.brightbeginpreschool.com                                             914 962-2929

ongoing enrollments
Ages 18 mos - KinDergArten

YorKtown heights & 
grAnite springs locAtions

inclUsion clAssroom AVAilAble
school Age progrAm oFFereD

A Feb. 27 fundraiser will be held in White Plains to benefit Sunrise Day Camp, the only camp exclusively 
for children with cancer and their siblings.
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ACROSS
1 Women’s Environmental 
Institute
or new Yorktown acupuncture
center
4 Feline sleeping spot
7 World time zone (abbr.)
10 NFL player
11 Chill
12 Thriller writer, Child
13 French artist
14 Snare
15 G8 member
16 Ruler
18 Mohammedan leader
19 On the payroll
21 Right on
22 High up
26 1987 Def Leppard album
28 Smoking Putnam lake
31 Readying an apple for pie
32 Southwest native
33 Equal rights group; Women’s 
___
34 ___-two punch
35 Repent for
36 Lamprey

37 Computer term
38 Completed
39 Drink
40 Pull the plug on

DOWN
1 Marine fish
2 Swab target
3 Chevy/antelope
4 Bell type
5 Genus of mites
6 Game piece
7 Like a sad sack
8 Western flattop
9 The Dream ___
17 Kind of club
18 Lounge lizard
20 Fit to be consumed
23 Baltimore ballplayer
24 Haddock
25 The very rear
27 Long-winded speech
28 Southwest Asian
29 Handbag
30 Exigency
33 Field covered with grass

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40

Across

1 Women's Environmental Institute 
or new Yorktown acupuncture 
center

4 Feline sleeping spot

7 World time zone (abbr.)

10 NFL player

11 Chill

12 Thriller writer, Child

13 French artist

14 Snare

15 G8 member

16 Ruler

18 Mohammedan leader

19 On the payroll

21 Right on

22 High up

26 1987 Def Leppard album

28 Smoking Putnam lake

31 Readying an apple for pie

32 Southwest native

33 Equal rights group; Women's ___

34 ___-two punch

35 Repent for

36 Lamprey

37 Computer term

38 Completed

39 Drink

40 Pull the plug on

Down

1 Marine fish

2 Swab target

3 Chevy/antelope

4 Bell type

5 Genus of mites

6 Game piece

7 Like a sad sack

8 Western flattop

9 The Dream ___

17 Kind of club

18 Lounge lizard

20 Fit to be consumed

23 Baltimore ballplayer

24 Haddock

25 The very rear

27 Long-winded speech

28 Southwest Asian

29 Handbag

30 Exigency

33 Field covered with grass

Crossword

See solution on page 16

“Want FREE Checking?  Prefer NOW Checking?  
My Apple Bank offers a choice —
Plus a $100 Bonus with Direct Deposit!”

wIth Direct Deposit into Grand Yield NOW
Checking or TOTALLY FREE  ExtraValue Checking

Get
**$1000.50% 

Grand Yield
NOW Checking

no other accounts required

APY* 1.05% 

2 Year CD

APY***
$1,000 minimum to open

Visit one of our 76 branches.  
Ask us how you can take advantage of these special offers and get

  a $100 cash bonus with direct deposit into your checking account!

Established 1863 · Member FDICwww.applebank.com  914-902-2775

*Grand Yield NOW Checking may be opened with $100 minimum deposit.  $2,500 minimum daily balance required to earn the current 0.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) and avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce earn-
ings.  Please see account disclosure for details. 0.50% APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  **Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance. Direct 
Deposit $100 bonus offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit of a recurring payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified 
within 60 days of account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recurring payment must be payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 will be considered interest 
earned on your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income for that calendar year.  Checking accounts cannot be opened with funds from an existing Apple Bank account.  
One bonus offer per customer.  Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch.  APY is effective as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at any time without prior notice.  

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTERN EXAMINER - FREE CHECKING LADY WITH APPLE - 10-25-13.indd   1 11/1/2013   10:20:53 AM
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 022514

adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

classic cars WantEd
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 Cadil-
lacs. Especially 1959ís & any convertibles. 
Will consider Buicks, Chevrolets & other 

makes & models. (Finders fee paid) Call/
Text Steve @ 315- 863- 1600 or Email: 
eldo1959@live.com

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivErs
Job Opportunities in our owner opera-
tor fleet: Shuttle fleet, drop & hook $3,000 
sign-on bonus: $1.52 avg/all miles. Call 
800-525-3029 or visit www.driveatlas.
com/shuttle

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEaltH
PELVIC/ TRANSVAGINAL MESH? Did 

you undergo transvaginal placement of 
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress 
urinary incontinence between 2005 and 
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H.Johnson Law and 
speak with female staff members 1-800-
535-5727

HElp WantEd
PARISH SECRETARY, St. John’s Episco-
pal Church, Pleasantville is in search of 
a technologically savvy, self-motivated, 
part-time parish secretary.  Please, see our 
web-site for a complete job description:  
stjohnspleasantville.org.  You may send 
your resume to The Rev Mary B. Grego-
rius at mothermarystjohns@gmail.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

AIRLINES ARE HIRING! Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified- Job 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

land WantEd
3 COUNTY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
UPSTATE NY 21 TRACTS, 5-147 acres 
from $14,900 Southern TIER-CATSKILL 
MOUNTAINS- CAPITAL REGION! 
State Land, Ponds, Streams, Views! Spe-
cial financing & incentives! Call today for 
free info packet: (888)905-8847 newyork-
landandlakes.com

miscEllanEous
MATH TEACHER PART-TIME High 
School level Math for SAT Prep Sunday 
evenings in Pawling $23-40 per hour 
Call 845-638-2826 

SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home? We are ready to 
help. The State of NY Mortgage agency 
offers up to $15,000 down payment as-
sistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-382-
HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

pEts
18-MONTH-OLD ADOR-
ABLE DOG NEEDS A 
LOVING HOME.  “Chico” 
was found on the streets of 
Puerto Rico last week after 

being severely neglected and will be arriv-
ing in NY next week.  He is fully vaccinat-
ed and neutered and needs a permanent 
place to stay.  Contact Beth at 203-240-
6521.

WantEd
NY COMIC BOOK MARKETPLACE, 
THIS SATURDAY, 3/1 NEW YORKER 
HOTEL, CORNER OF 8TH AVE AND 
34TH STREET NYC. 100's OF DEAL-
ERS/ ARTESTS/ CELEBRITIES. BUY-
ING/ SELLING COMIC BOOKS/COL-
LECTIBLES NYCBM.COM Comic books 
to sell! Call MIKE: 800-273-0312

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move

Experience, Integrity, Knowledge
Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage

914-747-3535
www.homefi ndersrealtor.com

SOLD

Serving all Westchester 
for over 30 years

2013 National 
Association of Realtors® 
say “84% of buyers found 
the home they bought on 
the internet before they 

contacted an Agent”

Pleasantville, NY
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February 25 - March 3, 2014                                                                                             SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Defending NYS Class AA champion Ossining saw Pride center Jaylay Knowles chalk up a whale of  a double-double last Thursday, 
scoring 26 points and hauling in 15 boards as the top-seeded Pride picked up an 82-65 Class AA quarterfinal victory over visiting 
No. 8 New Rochelle. Three-time defending Section 1 champion Ossining will now return to the County Center for the sixth consecutive 
year – and for the 10th time in 13 years– to take on a No.4 Horace Greeley Thursday at 4:45 p.m. in the Section 1 Final 4 semis... 
see Girls Hoops Notebook

Defending  
NYS Champs 
Headed Back  
to County  
Center

Ossining 
Knowles 
the Ropes!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Mahopac Punches Unprecedented 4th-Straight Final 4 Ticket
5th-Seeded Indians Defeat No.4 Foxes, Brace for Showdown with No.1 Mt. Vernon

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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It was everything we media-types built 
it up to be, and then some: Mahopac (17-
3) vs. Fox Lane (17-3), with their two 
whimsical fan bases, was just plain whack. 
It was more so given the fact that extra 
time was needed to settle on a winner, 
as the No. 5 Indians beat the No. 4 host 
Foxes, 70-66, in overtime to advance 
to the Section 1 Class AA Final 4 for an 
unprecedented fourth straight season. 
Westchester County Center, here they 
come!

“This is just awesome,” said Mahopac 
senior Ryan Simone, who had 20 points, 
11 rebounds, four assists and two steals 
while becoming the first three-year starter 
in Mahopac history to reach the County 
Center in all three seasons. “It’s what I’ve 
dreamt about, and I’m so happy to be 
doing it for Mahopac. We just needed to 
get stops on the defensive end, we knew 
our offense would come. And we got big 
stops when we needed them. ”

If history tells us anything, though, it 
tells us a nightmare awaits, as Mahopac 
will challenge No. 1 Mount Vernon in 
Thursday’s Class AA semifinal at 8:15 
p.m. The state-ranked (No.3) Knights 
(18-1) have been the thorn in Mahopac’s 
side in four of its last five County Center 
appearances, having gone 4-0 against the 
Indians in that environment (3 semis, 1 
final) since 1998.

The Indians, who beat Arlington in 
double overtime the past two seasons 

in the playoffs, showed poise down the 
stretch, playing lock-down defense and 
holding the Foxes to six points in OT, 
while dropping 10 of their own, six from 
the stripe.

Every kid that took the floor left it all 
out there, both sides. Those in the know 
thought it might come down to a central 
third-party player for either team, with 
both teams having two studs (Mahopac’s 
Simone and R.J. Martinez & Fox Lane’s 
James Morales and Andrew Redhead). 
Mahopac senior G Glenn Janik did more 
damage when it matter than any other 
third party, finishing with a career-high 
20 points, nine in the final 12 minutes. 

The studs were studs, but, like he has all 
season long, Janik stepped up throughout 
four quarters to provide a major boost to 
Mahopac. His three-point prowess was 
the stuff of legend, as he drained four from 
downtown. It seemed that every time Fox 
Lane took a lead, it would be short-lived; 
thanks to the exploits of the St. Leo-bound 
Janik, who would eventually be swarmed 

by the MANIACS, who stormed the Fox 
Lane hardwood.

“This feels incredible right now, oh 
my God,” said Janik, Mahopac’s most 
improved player from a year ago. “We 
finally hit our foul shots. We could have 
ended the game in regulation if I hit that 
foul shot, so I wanted another chance and 
I got it. We hit them and we’re going to the 
County Center… four years in a row and 
nobody thought we could do it.”

The snaky Martinez was a monster in 
transition and settled situations, scoring 
21 points, including four game-clinching 
free throws in the final minute of 
overtime when Mahopac shot 6 of 7 from 
the free throw line. He added nine boards. 
Mahopac had essentially stunk the joint 
out from the Christy stripe over the first 
four quarters, shooting a ghastly 6 of 17 
(missing a slew of 1-and-1’s).

The Foxes, ranked No.22 in NYS, were 
down 60-58 in the closing seconds of 
regulation when Andrew Redhead (11 
points, 9 boards) went to the iron and 

drew a foul with 3.7 seconds left and 
converted two at the stripe to force OT. 
The game was tied 64-64 in OT before 
Janik, Martinez and Simone combined to 
hit 6 of 7 at the line with the Foxes forced 
to foul.

Morales (23 points, three assists, three 
steals) had carried the Foxes down the 
stretch, but Indian sophomore Aiden 
Hynes, who had six points, eight boards 
and a key late bucket, became a thorn in 
his side late in the fourth, a stanza that 
saw nine lead changes and four ties. In the 
end, experience and poise prevailed.

“You just get used to it,” Mahopac 
Coach Kevin Downes said with a sheepish 
grin. “I just didn’t want to go to a second 
one. All I wanted was not to go to another 
one. They kept their composure and were 
able to find a way. They fought through 
fatigue and I’m just so proud of this group. 
This never gets old. Going into the season, 
losing nine kids, four of our five starters 
and (Brendan) Hynes, to come back this 
year and do this again on the road against 

a very skilled basketball team, it doesn’t get 
better than that. It’s a different group, but 
this is unreal. This is as big a quarterfinal 
win as we’ve had since I’ve been here.”

Martinez, who moved transferred to 
Mahopac from Carmel this past summer, 
was clearly the key link for Mahopac. 
Without Martinez filling the stat sheet, 
Mahopac’s chances of making the Final 
4 diminish greatly. He was thrilled to be 
making his first trip to the County Center.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
Mahopac G RJ Martinez attacks rim against defense of  Fox Will Paul in Indians’ 70-66 OT quarterfinal 
win.

Mahopac’s Chris Escernio D’s up on Fox hotshot 
James Morales in Indians’ 70-66 win last 
Thursday. continued on page 23

Mahopac F Ryan Simone destroyed Fox Lane with 
a strong interior presence, with 20 points and 11 
boards in 70-66 quarterfinal win over Fox Lane 
last Thursday.
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McCauley Does Significant Damage in 63-51 win over Bulldogs
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Examiner Sports Editor

Despite finishing with 17 points in the 
Section 1 Class A quarterfinals, Panas 
senior F Tyler Mason sat glued to the 
bench with foul trouble through long 
stretches of the most important game 
the Panthers would play since the 2008 
sectional semifinals (an uneventful loss at 
the County Center). So, it would be up to 
his sidekick, senior G Tim McCauley, to 
put the Panthers on his back as No. 2 Panas 
defeated No. 7 Beacon, 63-51, behind a 
game-high 25 points from Timmaay!

“We were the two-seed and somehow 
we were still underdogs,” said McCauley, 
who led the Panthers to their first trip 
in six years to the County Center Class 
A semifinals. Panas (16-4) will face No. 
6 Tappan Zee (17-3) Wednesday at the 
County Center at 4:45 p.m., seeking the 
Panthers’ first championship appearance 
since 1997 (the year they won their only 
Section 1 title). TZ upended Lourdes, 
58-48, to reach the County Center for 
the fourth time in five years, so big-game 
experience will be on their side.

“We just wanted to prove that Panas is 
for real,” added McCauley, who was also 
a key figure in Panas’ football transition 
from doormat to contender. “I just came 
out and my shots were going in, and I 
just wanted to get to County Center. I’m 
so hyped right now. Mike Evans, Tommy 
Frost and Tyler Mason they all got 
rebounds and we all crashed the boards. 
This is probably the biggest moment in 
my career, I just can’t wait for the County 
Center. I really think we have a good shot 

to get that gold ball.”
McCauley added three rebounds and 

veteran poise throughout, something 
Panas Coach Shawn Sullivan has become 
accustomed to. 

“Timmy is like unbelievable,” the 12-
year veteran Sullivan said. “He’s the most 
competitive guy I’ve ever coached in all 
my years here at Panas. Whenever we 
need something big to happen, he makes 
it happen… a steal, an assist, finishing at 
the rim, or a big 3. He gets it done.”

Perhaps the best part about McCauley 
is his modest nature. Humble to the core, 
McCauley is the kind of student athlete 
one can’t help but root for.

“He’s the most unassuming player in 
Section 1,” Sullivan said. “I don’t think 
I’ll ever coach a guy like him again. He 
does whatever we need to get the win 
and nothing else matters to him. He and 
I spent more time in this gym this past 
summer than I ever have with a kid. We 
put up shots probably 60 days over the 
summer because he was determined to 

make himself an elite guard, and I 
think you can see the results.”

Senior G Tom Frost was smooth 
in all facets, with eight points, six 
caroms and three assists while 
Mason chalked up six boards 
and two assists, and the defensive 
efforts from unheralded G Tom 
Parrish could not go unnoticed, 
as he checked Beacon sophomore 
hotshot Elijah Hughes, to whom 
he gave up at least half a foot. 

Panthers Mike Evans and 
Brandon Collins interchanged 
often, each providing a spark to 
the offense and yeoman’s work 
along the glass. Every Panther, 
from top dogs to role player, did 
his job. Panas led 25-17 at halftime 
and never allowed the Bulldogs to 
get within five the remainder of 
the game.

“Our keys to every game have 
been rebounding, defensive 
transition and not giving up easy 

buckets, which I don’t think we did,” 
Sullivan said. “It seemed like every guy on 
their team was six inches taller than us, so 
our game plan was to play tight, multiple 
zones until they started knocked down 
3’s and forced us to come out on them 
because I thought they might be more 
athletic. But they kept missing so we were 
able to stick with the game plan the whole 
time.”

The game plan has enabled the Panthers 
to get back to the County Center for just 
the third time since 1997, a year the Panas RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Panas G Tim McCauley drops two of  his game-high 25 points in the Panthers’ quarterfinal win over 
Beacon last Wednesday.

Panas’ Brandon Collins splits a pair of  Beacon 
defenders for two points in Panthers’ quarterfinal 
win last Wednesday.

Panas F Tyler Mason splits two Beacon defenders 
for two of  his 17 points in quarterfinal win over 
Bulldogs. continued on page 23

Panther Tommy Frost goes baseline for two points in win over 
Beacon.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By A.J. Martelli
After a brush with mortality in round 

one vs. John Jay-Cross River, the No. 
4 PEEKSKILL lady Red Devils were 
matched up with No. 5 Ardsley in the 
Class A quarterfinals last Wednesday at 
home. It was an unpredictable game for 
Red Devil Coach Rodney Headley, Jr., 
who had never coached against Ardsley in 
his career.

Going in with the mentality of “may 
the best team win” the defending Section 
1 champion Red Devils held on to oust 
Ardsley 64-57; thanks to a fourth-quarter 
power surge, which advanced them to 
the semifinal round at the Westchester 
County Center – and gives Peekskill a 
chance to capture its third gold ball in five 
years.

“I told them, it’s the playoffs,” Headley 
said. “And rarely do you get a blowout 
after the first round. You’ve got to keep 
your six or seven-point lead and hold 
onto it as best you can. We picked up on 
what Ardsley was doing; realized what 
their game plan was, which was drive and 
kick, and we have the basketball IQ to 
make adjustments.”

The Red Devils led 50-40 in the fourth 
with 4:24 left, until Ardsley showed some 
life with five unanswered points, and then 
chopped it down to a three-point Peekskill 
lead. With the Red Devils only leading 52-
49 with 2:07 to go, they settled down and 
gave themselves some breathing room.

Latisha Clark (12 points) made a layup 
and then an Ardsley turnover ensued. 
Sophomore Lanay Rodney, who led 
Peekskill with 22 points, was soon after 
fouled and sank both her free throws, 

which gave Peekskill a big enough cushion 
to hold on.

“It felt good,” Rodney said. “We just 
had to keep on going; keep the confidence 
going the whole game. We just had to keep 
playing our game and (the key was) not 
letting them get into our heads. During 
practice we play like we don’t know each 
other, so we always make ourselves better.”

Headley echoed the same feelings.
“I’ll throw them in the grinder any day 

because they can run up and down and up 
and down, and we don’t have to take the 
press off at any time,” he said.

“It’s a beautiful thing to have that 
many people who want to play. They’re 
competing against each other in practice 
– making each other better. Sometimes 
people don’t get a chance to play, but when 
they do they take advantage of their time.”

Nyrie Holliman only proved that point 
in the second quarter, netting seven 
points in the frame to keep the Red Devils 

out in front, as they took a 28-22 lead into 
halftime. Peekskill maintained a six-point 
lead at the end of the third as well, up 39-
33 entering the game-deciding fourth.

The Red Devils only trailed early in 
the first quarter, until Tiarra Dillard 
(seven points) hit a 3-pointer, propelling 
Peekskill on a run of 10 unanswered 
points to give them the lead for good. 

Tomorrow, at the County Center, the 
Red Devils (16-4) tip off against top-
seeded Beacon in the semis, a team they 
did not play this year but won a close 52-
51 war over in last year’s opening round.

“We’re very excited,” Headley said. 
“It really means a lot for the program in 
general. Year after year we’ve been having 
success, and we just want to keep building. 
There are a lot of young girls coming up 
and it’s just motivation for them. Now our 
focus is on getting our third gold ball in 
five years.”

CLASS AA OSSINING, made a 

statement in the quarterfinal round 
Thursday, the Pride picking up an 82-65 
victory over No. 8 New Rochelle at home. 
Three-time defending champion Ossining 
will now return to the County Center for 
the sixth consecutive year – and for the 
10th time in 13 years.

Pride Head Coach Dan Ricci talked 
about shooting lights out in the first two 
quarters against the Huguenots, then 
cracking down on defense to seal it up.

“We came out really strong in the first 
half, scored 25 points each of the first two 
quarters,” he said of the reigning state 
champion Pride. “We shot really well 
and the second half they came out a in a 
zone, played a little better. To their credit 
they made some shots, but we held them 
scoreless the last five minutes. Defensively 
we got it right.”

Ossining was led by C Jalay Knowles, 
who not only appeared in Sports 
Illustrated this past week in the “Faces 
in the Crowd” section, but also recorded 
an absurd double-double with 26 points 
and 15 rebounds. Three other players 
were in double figures, keeping the Pride’s 
balanced game intact. Shadeen Samuels 
(17 points), Stef Svoboda (11 points, 10 
assists) and Abby Squirrell (10 points, 11 
rebounds) all chipped into the collective 
attack.

“Jalay’s energy level is unbelievable, she’s 
an all-around varsity player now,” Ricci 
said. “We got a lot of help from Shadeen, 
she’s finally healthy. Stef Svoboda, Abby 
Squirrell were in double figures. This is 
definitely the most consistent team I’ve 
ever had. Depth is big.”

The Pride (18-2) will square off with 
No. 4 Horace Greeley on Thursday in the 
semis – a team they handed an 81-67 loss 
to on Dec. 18. A win over the Quakers 
would pit the Pride against the winner of 
No.7 Mahopac/No.3 Clarkstown South in 
Sunday’s championship.

“Once you’re there you want to win,” 
Ricci said of reaching the County Center. 
“We’re the only team there that has any 
experience playing there; the other three 
teams are new. The kids are in awe usually 
at the beginning, but we’re going with the 
sole purpose of winning another gold 
ball.”

Ossining has collected its last two gold 
balls by beating Lourdes in the AA section 
finals, but that won’t be the case this year. 
Only because No. 7 MAHOPAC pulled 
off the ultimate upset last Thursday, 
beating No. 2 Lourdes 68-59 on the road 
in the quarterfinals, earning a trip to the 
County Center.

“I was really happy with the way the 
girls played and how they passed the 
ball around,” said Mahopac boss Chuck 
Scozzafava. “Going into the game we 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Pride F Abby Squirrel squares up for a shot in win over New Rochelle.

Peekskill Beats Ardsley in Quarters, Advances to Class A Semis
Ossining, Mahopac Heading to County Center for AA Semis

Ossining’s Shadeen Samuels scores two in 
Pride’s Class AA quarterfinal win over New Ro 
last Thursday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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knew we had to control their guards, and 
we also knew we had to take advantage 
of our size inside; the advantage we had 
there a little bit. When I looked at the tape, 
I thought they (Lourdes) were a good 
team but didn’t have the size inside. They 
reminded me a lot of Scarsdale except 
they were better shooters and a little bit 

more aggressive. I thought if we 
did what we’re supposed to do and 
control their guards, we’ll have a 
chance as long as we get the ball 
inside and get our big girls to 
score.”

The Indians played evenly 
with Lourdes until halftime, the 
game tied up 31-31. Mahopac 
fell behind in the second half yet 
didn’t panic, overcoming a late 43-
39 third-quarter lead by Lourdes. 
The fourth quarter was another 
story.

“The one who really got us over 
the hump in the fourth quarter 
was Alayne Felix – she had 11 
points in the fourth,” Scozzafava 
explained. “That really helped us 
in our 21-13 advantage in that 
quarter.”

Felix finished with a team-high 
25 points, while Mairead Hynes 
(23 points) and Caroline Horan 
(14 points) provided excellent 
backup. The Indians (15-5) now 
have the difficult task of facing 
undefeated No. 3 seed Clarkstown 
South (20-0) in the semifinals 
Thursday in what will be their 
first appearance there since 2002 
(circa Adrienne Blount & Sarah 
Fixler).

“The girls are really 
pumped – on the bus 
on the way home 
they were excited,” 
Scozzafava added. 
“It’s a big thing; they 
haven’t been there 
in awhile. It’s been 
either 12 or 14 years 
since we’ve been 
there. We don’t know 
much about them 
(Clarkstown South), 
we haven’t seen any 
film on them yet. 
We know they got 
(Laura) Castaldo, 
who I heard is a 
fantastic player. We 
just have to see who 
she has around her 
and we have to figure 
out how to contain 
it as best we can; see 
what we can take 
advantage of.”

While Peekskill, 
Ossining and 
Mahopac are each 
moving on, the 
season ended for 
SOMERS, No. 7 in 
Class A, last Wednesday. The 
Tuskers were edged 48-41 
by the No. 2 seed Albertus 
Magnus – marking the second 
year in a row the Tuskers’ 
season ended on Magnus’ 

hardwood. 
Junior Gabby Rosenzweig led Somers 

with 20 points. She and most of the Tuskers 
will be back next year, save for the senior 

Schurr sisters (Tara and Emma) who will 
be playing lacrosse at Boston College next 
year, and senior Caite Opfer who is going 
on to play basketball at Skidmore.

In Class C HALDANE will kick off 
County Center week this afternoon, 
the No. 1 Blue Devils up against No. 4 
Hamilton in the semifinals. Haldane, led 
by Sam Lisikatos and Allie Monteleone, 
has a chance to quickly avenge its loss in 

the Class C finals to Hamilton 
last year.

Outside Section 1 in the 
CHSAA, KENNEDY is 
prepping for its postseason, 
which will begin tomorrow 
at home vs. the winner of the 
Preston-St. John’s University 
on Grymes Hill opening 
round game. The Gaels earned 
the No. 3 seed and a first 
round bye, going 14-10 this 
season with a 9-1 record in 
league play.

Ossining G Stef  Svoboda on the go in win over New Ro.

Mahopac’s Alayne Felix had a career game in the Indians’ win 
over Lourdes, propelling them back to the Class AA Final 4 for 
the first time since 2002. 

Ossining boss Dan Ricci does indeed have the No.1 team in 
Section 1.

Peekskill G Aubrey Dabbs and the Red Devils will 
seek their 3rd gold ball in five years this week at 
the County Center.

Ossining’s Jaylay Knowles took no prisoners in the Pride’s 
romp of  New Ro last Thursday,
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Examiner Sports Editor

Putnam Valley’s 55-45 Section 1 Class 
B quarterfinal win over visiting Croton-
Harmon last Tuesday night was, perhaps, 
Putnam Valley’s finest basketball moment 
in its 12-year history. For starters, it was 
performed in come-from-behind fashion 
in a wild playoff atmosphere before an 

overspill crowd, the likes 
of which the school has 
never seen before. Most 
importantly, though, it gave 
the fourth-seeded Tigers 
(17-3) exclusive rights to 
enter the Class B Final Four 
at the Westchester County 
Center for a second-straight 
year where the Tigers were 
due to face top-seeded 
Irvington last night.

It wasn’t as easy as the 
final score might indicate. 
Croton Harmon led 30-26 at 
halftime, but the defensive 
adjustment enabled the 
Tigers to hold Croton to a 
season-low 15 points in the 
second half. The Tigers were 
being torched throughout 
the first by Croton hotshot 
Teejay Searight, who 
finished with 15 points 
for No.5 Croton (16-4), 
the vast majority coming 
before PV Coach Mike 
McDonnell made the game’s 
biggest adjustment; putting 
lanky 6’4” senior F Jelani 
Bell-Isaac at the top of a 

sophisticated 3-2 zone, which completely 
neutralized the free-wheeling Searight.

“I had an old mentor who once told 
me, ‘you better make sure you’ve got 
something in your bag of tricks for when 
you need it’, and we needed it because 
Searight was killing us,” McDonnell said. 
“Having Jelani’s length out there made it 
tough for him to shoot over.”

Bell-Isaac finished with a game-high 18 
points, but it was his defense that turned 
the game on a dime. With Bell-Isaac 
sitting for more than five minutes of the 
second quarter in foul trouble, senior G 
Zach Coleman (16 points) kept the Tigers 
from getting blown out of their own gym.

“Jelani’s ridiculous wingspan made 
all the difference in the second half,” 
Coleman said. “I just did whatever I could 
to keep us in the game in the first half. But 
J’s pressure on the top of the 3-2 zone was 
what changed everything.”

 “Yeah, Jelani at the top of their 3-2 
kept Teejay flat out on the perimeter,” said 
Croton Coach Bill Thom, who returns 
every vital piece next season and should 
be a Class B force like he is every year. 
“That was a big adjustment because they 
were flying out after Teejay in the first half 
and that opened up a lot of things for us.”

“Croton’s is a heck of a team, a heck 

of a program, with a truly great Coach 
in Billy Thom,” McDonnell said. “They 
were problematic for us in the first half, 
but Zach Coleman kept is in it. He was 
hitting shots with guys draped all over 
him. At halftime, I told the guys you 
didn’t think we were just going to waltz 
into the County Center did you? Croton’s 
for real, but getting this team back to 

County Center and winning it all is very 
important to us.”

Bell-Isaac, a walking, talking double-
double spoke about the mission.

“We knew we were going to come back 

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Shadowed by PV’s Jelani Bell-Isaac, Croton’s Teejay Searight gets his last good look at the rim early in 
the third against a thwarting PV defense in Croton’s 55-45 loss to Tigers.

Putnam Valley’s Jelani Bell-Isaac is checked by Croton’s Chris 
McVeety.

Tiger Ryan Basso drives for two on Croton’s 
Patrick Gallagher in PV’s 55-45 win last Tuesday.

Despite the hand of  PV’s Kevin Fitzsimmons in his 
face, Croton G Teejay Searight drains a 3.

continued on page 23

Putnam Valley’s Zach Coleman puts an exclamation 
point on the Section 1 quarterfinal win over Croton 
last Tuesday.
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Mahopac Punches Unprecedented 4th-Straight Final 4 Ticket

No.2 Panas Throttles No.7 Beacon, Punches County Center Tix

2nd-Half Adjustment Triggers No.4 Put Valley to Final 4

“It means the world to me,” Martinez 
said. “I’m happy I made it my senior year 
and blessed to be playing with all these 
great players. We could have won the 
game earlier if we hit our free throws, but 
in overtime I just told the guys we need 
to shoot our foul shots like we’re shooting 
them in our driveway and we prevailed in 
the end.”

Simone was quick to credit to the @

MahopacManiacs, who outworked @
FoxTape, as they danced, sang and 
proclaimed their dominance as Section 1’s 
top fan base.

“They packed the stands,” Simone said. 
“It was almost like a home game for us. 
They stepped up for us and we stepped up 
for them.”

That impulsive wave of contentment – a 
mix of primarily Italian and Irish folk – 
was last seen rushing north on I684 last 
Thursday night, ready to reassemble one 
week later at the Westchester County 
Center; where nine-time NYS champion 
and five-time NYS Federation champ 
Mount Vernon, New York State’s No.1 
public school program, lies in wait.
CLASS AA Tourney:

Thursday, February 27 -- Semifinals: No. 
2 Clarkstown South (15th in NYS) vs. No. 
6 Spring Valley (No.15 in NYS), 6:30 p.m.; 
No. 1 Mount Vernon (No.3 in NYS) vs. 
No. 5 Mahopac (HM in NYS), 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, March 2–Championship, noonThe Mahopac Maniacs were a forceful, vociferous bunch at Fox Lane.

Coach Downes fires up his team and the crowd 
after the Indians clinched an OT triumph at Fox 
Lane.

faithful recall fondly, as it concluded with 
its only gold ball and a run to Glens Falls 
and the NYS finals under former boss 
Pistol Pete Kelly, who coached a team very 
similar in nature to the current Panthers.

“I’m exhilarated, this is my favorite team 
ever,” Sullivan said, “and I’d be telling you 
that even if we lost tonight. They are just 
about each other and winning. They’re 
actually happy for the other guy when 
he scores. It’s the first team I’ve ever had 
where everybody bought in.”

And Sullivan’s Panthers are hoping the 
buyout is gold, as in their second gold 
ball.
Class A Final 4 Schedule:

Wednesday, Feb. 26
Semifinals, at the County Center: No. 2 

Panas (HM in NYS) vs. No. 6 Tappan Zee 
(HM in NYS), 6:30 p.m.; No. 1 Eastchester 
(No.15 in NYS) vs. No. 4 Harrison (HM 
in NYS), 8:15 p.m.

Saturday, March 1st 
Class A championship, 5 p.m.

the whole time,” Bell-Isaac said. “We want 
that gold ball, we’ve wanted it all year and 
it’s the only thing that matters.”

State-ranked (No.19) Putnam Valley 
would play state-ranked (No.9), top-
seeded Irvington (18-1) Monday at 8:15 
p.m. for the right to face the winner 
of No.6 Woodlands (15-5) and No.7 
Rye Neck (16-4) in what would be the 
Tigers’ first championship appearance on 
Saturday at 2:00 p.m. at the County Center, 
a place that was not so kind to them last 
season during a semifinal blowout loss to 
eventual champion Our Lady of Lourdes. 
But the Tigers have put that setback in the 

rear-view mirror and fully expect to win 
it all.

With a No.1 seed joined by a No.4, No.6 
and a No.7, the Class B tournament has 
been anything but the chalk, but most 
Class B observers believe the best four 
teams in Class B were still alive Monday 
night, and many more expected Putnam 
Valley to be the last one standing. With 
defending champion Lourdes out of the 
mix, one thing was certain: Like every 
other classification in Section 1, Class B 
will have a new champion.

Prior to 2013, there was no welcome 
sign at the County Center for Putnam 

Valley, which had compiled a string of 
losing seasons a decade long. It has come 
full circle since 2002-03 when former 
Coach Gerry Carlin, who, at barely 5’7”, 
looked more like a student manager than 
a coach at the time. Carlin was on the 
bench for the Tigers’ first loss, when the 
team was comprised of two freshman, 
a few sophs and a few juniors, and he 
watched in awe last Tuesday, during the 
program’s biggest win.

“Our A.D. at the time, Bill Conroy, 
placed us in a league loaded with talented 
teams,” Carlin said. “We had Lourdes, 
Beacon, Panas, Peekskill, and one of our 

non-conference games was against Fox 
Lane, who had Taj Finger, who went 
on to Stanford on a full ride. Back then, 
basketball season was a way for most 
PV kids to keep in shape during other 
seasons. It’s very different now: We now 
have PV kids whose number one sport is 
basketball, and it’s very evident.”

Carlin admitted it’s been nice to see 
the program flourish like it has, having 
put the roots for success in place. Surely, 
though, a gold ball would be the perfect 
blossom. 
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See us for a set of premium MICHELIN®  tires that delivers the
driving experience you're looking for.
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SEE US FIRST FOR 
TIRES THAT LAST.
Come in today for outstanding selection and 
service, and let us outfit your vehicle with the 
tires you need for better handling and grip.  

GET READY FOR
SUMMER TRAVELS

MICHELIN®

DEFENDER®

Incredibly long tread life  
with outstanding safety. 

90K Limited Mileage Warranty.
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See us for the 
set of premium 
MICHELIN® tires.

Quality old 
fashioned

 service which you 
just can’t get 

anywhere else.

Expires 3/31/14

Ozzy’s Auto Clinic and Discount Tire Center
Beach Shopping Center  • 47 Dayton Lane • Peekskill • (914) 739-3333 Visit our website: ozzyautoclinicny.com 

Mon-Fri 7:30-6pm  Sat 7:30am - 5pm




