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By Rick Pezzullo
The owners of a proposed sober living 

retreat facility on Underhill Avenue in 
Yorktown that has triggered opposition 
from some nearby property owners say 
they are looking to be good neighbors 
and help others in need.

Tom McCrossan, who, along with his 
partner, Mark McGoldrick, is seeking 
a special permit from the Town Board 
to house as many as 14 adults in an 
8,470-square-foot home at 482 Under-
hill Avenue, said he is hoping to set the 
record straight at an informational meet-
ing with residents on Monday, February 
24 at 7 p.m. at Yorktown Town Hall.

“We believe we have an opportunity 
and the right to be in Yorktown,” Mc-
Crossan said. “We want to be transpar-
ent. We have nothing to hide. We’re 
most hopeful that on the 24th will be 

a respectful dialogue. We feel there is a 
bit of unfairness being played here. A 
lot of tactics being used have been scare 
tactics. We had hoped people would be 
more welcoming and open minded.”

Some residents have told town officials 
the convalescent residence would ruin 
the neighborhood and hurt property val-
ues by luring undesirable individuals to 
Yorktown. 

In a letter to the editor scheduled to 
run in next week’s edition of The North-
ern Westchester Examiner, four residents 
expressed the view of many neighbors in 
opposing the facility.

“The applicants have called this an as-
set for Yorktown when in reality it will 
be occupied annually on average by 
100 different transient residents virtu-
ally entirely from outside communities,” 

Photo by Vishnu Patel

Winter Playground
While snow was wreaking havoc on the roadways, youngsters were enjoying a day off  school 
last week sleigh riding off  Route 202 in yorktown.

By Rick Pezzullo
The Peekskill Board of Education was 

expected Monday night to accept the 
resignation of high school Principal Fred 
Hutchinson.

Hutchinson, who was hired by the dis-
trict in June 2012 and uncovered tran-
script irregularities affecting 34 high 
school students last year that resulted 
in four guidance counselors and a social 
studies department chairperson being 
placed on administrative leave, notified 

district officials last week that he would 
be stepping down at the end of the school 
year.

According to a published report, Inter-
im Superintendent of Schools Dr. Larry 
Licopoli said Hutchinson’s resignation 
was not connected to the scandal that in-
volved the Westchester County District 
Attorney’s Office investigating possible 
criminal acts. Licopoli said it was strictly 
for personal reasons, including a daily 
three-hour commute from Hutchinson’s 

home.
In a letter to parents last year, former 

Superintendent of Schools Jim Willis 
said the bulk of the transcript irregulari-
ties, which were first noticed by Hutchin-
son, stemmed from class credit that was 
issued for a “Co-op” class that apparently 
was a legitimate ‘work experience’ course 
in the district that was discontinued sev-
eral years ago. In addition, an isolated 
number of transcripts contained credits 

Peekskill Principal Who Triggered Transcript Probe Stepping Down

Sober Living Retreat 
Owners Say They Strive 
to be Good Neighbors 

continued on page 10

Fred Hutchinsoncontinued on page 5
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482 Underhill Avenue, Convalescent Residence

A Message from the Applicants

We are Tom McCrossan

and Mark McGoldrick, and

we are seeking to establish

a sober living residence at

482 Underhill Avenue, York-

town Heights. This conva-

lescent residence would be

designed to meet the

needs of employed, highly

functioning adults recover-

ing from alcohol and/or

substance abuse. Our pro-

posal has met with vocal

opposition from a handful

of residents who have dis-

tributed erroneous and

emotionally provocative in-

formation designed to incite fear and opposition. Yorktown

residents, however, deserve to know the facts about this

proposed residence, called  Compass Westchester.  

The main functions of a sober living residence are:

●   To offer a period of transition in a totally substance-free

environment, during which residents can adjust to sobriety

and acquire the coping skills needed for returning home and

working without relapsing. 

●   To allow residents to begin healing and to repair rela-

tionships with those who have been adversely affected by

their loved ones' addiction. 

●   To help residents learn to utilize a support system. The

relationships forged in a sober living residence, coupled

with regular attendance at AA meetings and counseling ses-

sions, are invaluable in helping individuals gain traction in

recovery.

A sober living residence is NOT a halfway house. No

one is accepted who has a criminal record, nor any his-

tory of violence, nor will there be sexual predators as

our misguided prospective neighbors are suggesting to

gain opposing support.  

Property values will not plummet; we will be full tax-

paying residents and good neighbors, and we will main-

tain this jewel of Yorktown.  All residents will be

carefully screened by a licensed psychologist and psy-

chiatrist before being accepted to the residence. Resi-

dents voluntarily choose to stay--and pay for it

themselves--because they want to ensure their suc-

cessful recovery.

We welcome the opportunity to provide the community

and the Yorktown Town Board with complete information re-

garding the background and professional experience of all

parties associated with Compass Westchester, our mission

and goals, methods of operation, screening processes, and

safeguards, all of which are grounded in solid principles and

practices.  

We call upon the resi-

dents of Yorktown to take

action, not just for the ben-

efit of our own community,

but for the good of all of our

surrounding communities.

Is Yorktown a town that

seeks to exclude people

based on illness, false

rumor, fear tactics and dis-

crimination?  We know that

is not the case.  We ask for

your help so we may help

others who are in need.

Substance Abuse is an

illness that is close to many

hearts, as each of us may

know someone who has struggled with alcoholism/ addic-

tion.  Shall we pretend it does not affect us? Shall we ignore

our friends, family members or neighbors? We trust not!

We all have a part in shaping what our towns are to be-

come in the future;  please let your public officials know that

you want Yorktown to be a progressive community of neigh-

bor helping neighbor, one of diversity and acceptance, not

one that discriminates and excludes individuals because

they may have fallen in the past. 

Please defend Yorktown's fair and progressive nature and

let your valuable voice be heard by writing to the Town

Board pronouncing your support! Don’t let a few speak for

all residents of this wonderful Yorktown!

If you agree with us, please write to:

Michael Grace,Town Supervisor at:

mgrace@yorktownny.org

Councilman Terrence Murphy at:

tmurphy@yorktownny.org 

Councilman Nicholas Bianco at:

nicgin245@aol.com, and

Councilman Vishnu Patel at:

vishnuv@optonline.com 

Each Board member can also be mailed at:

Town Hall, 363 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, 

New York 10598

For more information, come to our Information Session

on February 24, 2014 at 7:00 PM at Town Hall. More 

importantly, plan to attend the Public Hearing on March

4, 2014 at 7:00 PM to support this worthy cause.
.

Please visit our website for more information:

www.compasswestchester.com 

Email at: TomAndMarkOnUnderhill@gmail.com

Thank you for your kind support!

Advertisement
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By Rick Pezzullo
A Cortlandt man could face life in 

prison after being convicted Friday for 
the murder last year of a drug dealer in 
Greenburgh.

Daniel Forte, 26, of Terrence Place, 
Cortlandt, was convicted by a jury of 
one count of murder in the first degree, a 
Class A-1 felony, in the January 26, 2013 
death of Kujtim Rushiti. He was also 
found guilty of one count of robbery in 
the second degree, Class B felony, and 
criminal possession of a weapon in the 
second degree, a Class C felony.

He could spend the rest of his life in 
state prison when he is sentenced on May 
13.

Enrique Ansell, 27, of Sleepy Hollow, 
pled guilty on January 16 of this year to 
one count of robbery in the first degree, a 
Class B felony. He could be sentenced to 
five years in prison when he is sentenced 
on April 29.

According to Westchester District At-
torney Janet DiFiore, Forte and Ansell 
were engaging in a robbery of one half 
pound of marijuana January 26 at about 
8 p.m. in the area of Oak and Warren ave-
nues in Greenburgh. Forte and Ansell in-
sisted weighing it before the purchase. At 
the same time, four individuals arrived 
on the scene with the pot. A number 
of participants then walked toward the 
front stoop of a residence on Warren Av-

enue to go inside to weigh the drugs.
At that point, Forte pulled out a hand-

gun and struck Rushiti. Rushiti called 
out to his friends and they rushed to his 
aid. However, before they could get there 
Forte fired directly at Rushiti and struck 
him in the neck. Rushiti’s friends dragged 
him to their vehicle and called police.

Rushiti was taken to Westchester Med-
ical Center and subsequently died.

Greenburgh detectives subsequently 
arrested Forte and Ansell following an 
extensive investigation with the District 
Attorney’s Office that involved inter-
viewing witnesses, forensically analyzing 
cell phone movements and processing 
the crime scene.

Daniel Forte
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Cortlandt Man Convicted in Greenburgh Drug Buy Homicide

By Rick Pezzullo
State Police at Cortlandt last 

week announced the arrest of 
two alleged heroin dealers in 
northern Westchester that may 
be connected to two recent over-
dose deaths.

On February 6, police charged 
William Kelly, 24, of Hoover Av-
enue in Peekskill, with criminal 
sale of a controlled substance in 
the third degree, a Class B felony.

Two days later, troopers arrest-
ed Daniel Hall, 23, of Roosevelt 
Avenue in Peekskill, and charged 
him with multiple counts of crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance in the third degree and 
criminal sale of a controlled sub-
stance in the third degree, both 
Class B felonies, and possession of 
a hypodermic instrument, a Class 
A misdemeanor.

Police alleged Kelly and Hall 

are suspected of being responsible 
for significant heroin sales in the 
region and are actively investigat-
ing others involved in distribut-
ing heroin and other dangerous 
drugs.

The arrests were made in con-
junction with the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice and with the assistance of the 
Village of Croton Police Depart-
ment.

State Police Nab Two Alleged Area Heroin Dealers

Daniel Hall William Kelly
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By Rick Pezzullo
Some local students last week joined 

a growing number of individuals to ex-
press concerns about the Common Core 
standards during a workshop at Lakeland 
Copper Beech Middle School hosted by 
state Senator Greg Ball.

Meanwhile, earlier that same day, the 
State Board of Regents P-12 Education 
and Higher Education Committees an-
nounced changes that will delay the 
impact of Common Core-related assess-
ments on educators and students, and 
reduce the level of school district testing 
associated with the new teacher evalua-
tion standards.

“We have listened to the concerns of 
parents and teachers,” Board of Regents 
Chancellor Merryl Tisch said. “We’ve 
heard the concerns expressed at the 
hearings and forums, and we regret that 
the urgency of our work, and the une-
venness of implementation, have caused 
frustration and anxiety for some of our 
educators, students and their families. 
We have heard strong support for higher 
standards, but we have also heard a de-
sire for more time.”

Under the changes, the requirement to 
pass Common Core-based Regents ex-
ams at the college and career ready level 
will be extended, with the class of 2022 
being the first to face the new higher 

graduation requirements, 12 years after 
the adoption of the standards in 2010.

Education Commissioner John B. 
King Jr. said the state has not created any 
additional tests as part of Common Core 
implementation, noting all required state 
tests other than two high school social 
studies Regents exams, including all 
grades 3-8 assessments and high school 
exams in English, Math and Science, are 
mandated by federal law.

“As challenging as implementation 
has been, we have to remember one im-
portant fact: the old standards were not 
adequate,” King said. “Every year, de-
spite our state’s many excellent districts 
and schools, 140,000 students leave high 
school without the skills they need for 
college and career access. We have to stay 
focused on giving all of our students the 
preparation they need to succeed after 
high school.”

During last week’s forum, students in 
grades third through ninth discussed 
having to learn a lot of material too 
quickly.

“Everything is just getting a lot harder 
and a lot more challenging,” said student 
Stephanie Hurwitz. “There’s a lot of tests. I 
feel it’s just so much to learn. There’s pres-
sure every night to get everything done.”

“I think they should make the ELA 
easier. Some of the questions are worded 
weird,” said student Emma Andersen.

Ball, who has held similar workshops 
throughout his district, has launched a 
petition on his website to stop Common 
Core in New York State and submitted a 
bill calling for a three-year moratorium 
on the new standards.

“According to the federal government, 
Common Core was designed to pro-
vide a uniformed standard for students, 
preparing them for college and careers. 
Regardless of the good intentions, Com-
mon Core has become an Uncommon 
Disaster,” Ball remarked. “We must be 
committed to providing our students 
with the best possible education avail-
able. However, education is not about 
teaching to the test and it should never 
become a one size fits all endeavor, sink-
ing to the lowest common denominator.”

State Makes Common Core Changes as Students Express Concerns

state senator Greg ball chats with students at Common Core workshop last week
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By Rick Pezzullo
Two possible redevelopment projects 

for the Market Square section of Ossin-
ing were presented to the public and Vil-
lage Board of Trustees last week.

The enhanced urban design study 
looked at four parcels totaling about 
1.5 acres at Main and Spring streets in 
what has been considered an underuti-
lized historic section of the village. Ten 
different development schemes have 
been proposed since last year before the 
Downtown Revitalization Group settled 
on two scenarios that were outlined in a 
110-page report.

Mayor William Hanauer told residents 

in attendance at the Joseph G. Caputo 
Community Center the visuals presented 
in the report were simply conceptual.

“What you see is not what you get,” 
Hanauer said. “The intent is to have a 
landscaped and decorative public space 
that will be multi-purposeful.”

Both scenarios include mixed-use, 
multi-story commercial and residential 
units and the displacement of about 50 
current parking spaces.

Hanauer mentioned the village was 
currently trying to buy back a parking 
lot owned by the U.S. Post Office on St. 
Paul’s Place to provide for more parking. 
“It’s a great place for a parking structure 

because it’s very close to this develop-
ment,” he said.

Not everyone was enthusiastic about 
the proposals, including former mayor 
and trustee Miguel Hernandez, who crit-
icized the consultant for comparing Mar-
ket Square to Bryant Park in New York 
City and another location near Albany.

“I’m concerned about the scale of the 

buildings and how they will look in com-
parison with what we currently have,” 
Hernandez said.

One of the recommendations of the 
consultant was for Ossining to establish a 
Business Improvement District to ensure 
revenue generated from public parking is 
utilized to enhance the downtown area.

Development Projects for Market Square in Ossining Presented

tyler Kenneth haims (shown with yorktown Councilman Vishnu Patel) of troop 164 bsa became 
an eagle scout on February 2. his eagle scout Project was for FDR Park employees and local and 
county officials. he used a GPs system to map out the locations of important park systems. these 
locations were not easy to find, or were not found on the existing maps. the GPs coordinates and 
corresponding pictures haims took of over 200 locations that were placed on a map.  

that seemingly were given “inappropri-
ately” for other courses.

For a portion of the students affected, 
the illegitimate course credit had no bear-
ing on their ability to graduate. A second 
group of students required personalized 
solutions of additional course work and 
passage of all classes in order to graduate. 
Meanwhile, other students needed addi-
tional coursework over the summer and/

or another semester to graduate.
All of the approximately 800 tran-

scripts of high school students last year 
were reviewed, along with recent gradu-
ates as well, in order for district officials 
to determine if the irregularities were a 
common practice in past years.

The district will be conducting an im-
mediate search for Hutchinson’s replace-
ment in order for the new principal to 
take over in July.

Peekskill Principal Who Triggered 
Transcript Probe Stepping Down
continued from page 1
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By Robert Christie
Claribel Ortega may have a degree in 

journalism. She may have spent time editing 
for her school’s newspaper. She even worked 
as a reporter for the Rivertowns Enterprise. 
However, while many of Ortega’s college 
years (and some of her post college years) 
were devoted to reporting stories – it’s tell-
ing stories that has always been on Ortega’s 
mind.

“I’ve always loved creative writing, and 
when I wasn’t working on articles or inter-
views I wrote short stories and poetry,” said 
Ortega. “I guess I never really felt I had a full 
story to tell though, a book’s worth of any 
one thing, until I came up with my current 
project.”

For Ortega, a product of Yorktown High 
School and a resident of Peekskill, both her 
childhood reading interests and her time as 
a journalist have aided in her young writing 
career.

“Growing up I loved The Lord of the 
Rings books and am an enormous Harry 
Potter fan, so the fantasy genre was a natu-
ral choice for me,” the 29-year old author 
explained. “The series also has quite a bit of 
history in it, and my researching skills from 
my time as a reporter really helped there.”

Ortega’s first book, “The Skinwalker’s Ap-
prentice,” will be available on the February 
24. This book is the prequel to a series that 
will include three books. The “Skinwalker’s 

Apprentice” follows the story of two young 
witches, Margo Pennyfeather and Emerald 
Kipp. The two young ladies live in different 
time periods (Emerald in New York City, 
1984 and Margo in East 
Hampton New York, 300 
years earlier.) As the end 
of the summary for the 
book on Ortega’s webpage 
reads, the story is about:

“Two witches, three 
hundred years apart, one 
inescapable fate.”

Ortega explained that 
she has put some of her-
self into her characters 
and that both characters 
are people to which her 
readers can relate.

“I think there’s a little 
bit of everyone in both 
Margo and Emerald,” the 
young author said. “I say 
that because they’re both 
outcasts, they don’t really fit in and they 
don’t really know where their place is in 
their communities or amongst their friends 
and family. They really just want to find 
something about themselves that is special, 
that makes them stand out or makes them 
important. I think that’s something eve-
ryone can relate to in one way or another, 

we’ve all felt a bit alone or misunderstood at 
one point in our lives.

However, Ortega added Margo and Em-
erald also have strong qualities, such as be-

ing brave, smart and loyal. 
“I did draw from my 

own experiences for the 
book, I grew up feeling out 
of place sometimes, and 
music was my big outlet 
and my escape - as it is for 
Emerald,” explained the 
SUNY Purchase graduate.

Ortega hasn’t been 
short on advice and sup-
port when it comes to her 
writing career. She credits 
her boss, mother and boy-
friend as some of the peo-
ple who have been very 
helpful.

“I’ve met a lot of great 
authors online and at 
book exhibits and fairs, 

and they’ve all given me great advice,” she 
said. “I work at a book marketing company, 
The Combined Book Exhibit in Buchanan, 
and my boss Jon Malinowski has a lot of 
experience and many years in the publish-
ing industry. He’s been a great help to me, 
as has everyone at CBE. My family and my 
boyfriend, David Castaneda, have all been 

incredibly supportive.”
According to Ortega, writing runs in the 

family.
“My mother, Anazaria Ortega, is also an 

author.” said Claribel. “She writes Spanish 
language poetry books, and I’ve spent many, 
many conversations with her about getting 
through writers block, and overcoming the 
anxieties and fears that come with writing 
your first book.”

Although Ortega would love to keep 
writing, she does have a backup plan in case 
being an author doesn’t work out.

“So far I’ve been able to write and com-
plete my projects while working full time,” 
she said. “I am a social media manager and 
marketing coordinator and I love my job, so 
growing in that capacity is my goal.”

Ortega has already had a bit of success as 
she’s signed a publishing contract for book 
one of the series. However, she knows how 
far she goes will “really be up to the readers.”

“The Skinwalker’s Apprentice” will be 
available on iBook, Amazon Readers, 
Barnes & Noble and Smashwords and 
more on February 24. It will come out on 
paperback next month. Ortega’s second 
book “Emerald Kipp and the Riddle of 
the Time Keeper”, will be out Summer 
2014. For more information on Claribel 
Ortega and her books check out claribe-
lortega.com. 

Young Peekskill Author Chooses Fantasy Genre for First Book
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Frederick Chase, Jr.
Frederick P. Chase Jr., a lifelong Peek-

skill/Cortlandt resident and a summer 
resident of Oxford, NY, died February 
11. He was 92.

Mr. Chase proudly served with the 
298th Signal Corps in the U.S. Army 
during World War II. He was a mem-
ber of the American Legion Post 1030 
of Verplanck. On January 10, 1947 at 
the 1st Methodist Church of Peekskill, 
he married Gloria Warne, who survives 
him. He worked as a driver for the Town 
of Cortlandt in the Highway Depart-
ment for 20 years. He enjoyed and was a 
great chair-caner. 

Along with his wife of 67 years, he 
is survived by three sons, Frederick 
P. (Pat) Chase III, Charles “Chipper” 
(Gayle) Chase, and Warne Lee Chase; 
six grandchildren; and five great-grand-
children. A funeral service was held at 
E.O. Curry Funeral Home in Peekskill, 
followed by interment in Hillside Cem-
etery in Cortlandt.

Robert Bushell
Robert A. Bushell, a resident of 

Poughkeepsie and former resident of 

Ossining, died February 13. He was 61. 
He was born in Ossining on Febru-

ary 26, 1952 to George A., Sr. and Lucy 
(Barbato) Bushell. He graduated from 
Ossining High School and served as a 
dispatcher at South Street Materials in 
Peekskill. He was an avid blues-music 
collector, enjoyed welding metal sculp-
tures and was a wonderful cook.

He married Gale Rose on October 14, 
1972 in White Plains. He is survived by 
his wife, his daughter Erica, his three 
siblings Maryann Rodino, Lucille (Dav-
id) Festa and Janie (Carolyn) Luciano, 
and many nieces and nephews. Funeral 
services were held at Dorsey Funeral 
Home in Ossining. Interment was held 
privately at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.

Gloria Ranieri
Gloria Ranieri, a resident of Hopewell 

Junction who grew up in the Ossining 
area, died suddenly on February 11 at 
her home. She was 56.

Born on March 9, 1957 in Sleepy Hol-
low, she was a life member of the Tarry-
town Vets Drum and Bugle Corp where 
her and her husband Paul were active 
members. She is survived by her devot-
ed husband Paul; loving children Jes-
sica Sullivan and her husband John, and 

Brenda Ranieri; dear brothers David See 
and his wife Joan, Fred Coutant and his 
wife Mary, and Joseph Carpenter and 
his wife Maria; dear sister Susan Sim-
mons and her husband Ross; cherished 
granddaughter Sophia Sullivan. She was 
predeceased by her brother Robert Car-
penter, her mom Doris Carpenter, and 
her father Arnold Finch.

Leonora Roth
Leonora Gladys Roth, a resident of 

Montrose, died peacefully February 11 
with her family at her side at the NYS 
Veterans Home. She was 100.

Born on January 11, 1914 to the late 
Tina and Morris Fleischer, she lived 
in Brooklyn until she married Dr. Lee 
Roth, a dentist, in 1941. She was an 
educator, serving as elementary school 
teacher and then principal at Covert 
School, in Rockville Centre, NY, as well 
as tutoring, teaching religious school 
and adult education, and being a Scout 
leader and community leader. She was 
also involved in the arts: in her younger 
years she was an accomplished pianist 
who was called on to provide the mu-
sical accompaniment for silent movies 
and she was a superb storyteller. 

Her many travels took her around 

the world but she made Montrose her 
home a few years after retiring, where 
she joined Temple Israel of Northern 
Westchester. Her husband and four sib-
lings predeceased her. She is survived by 
her children, Susan Nurin, Gail (Gregg) 
Meister and Merrill (Ellen) Roth, and 
by grandchildren Tara, Justin (Melissa), 
Miriam, Stephen, and Nina. She was 
loved and respected by all who knew her. 
Funeral services were  held at Temple Is-
rael of Northern Westchester in Croton. 

Sarah Scott 
Sarah Scott, a resident of Somers, died 

February 11 at Somers Manor Nursing 
Home. She was 89.

Mrs. Scott was born February 4, 1925 
in Dowra, Ireland. She was the daughter 
of the late Michael and  Rose (McGovern) 
Kelleher. She is survived by her beloved 
husband, James W. Scott and her lov-
ing children, Rosemary Steinberg (Ira) 
of Hopewell Junction, NY and Michael 
(Marylin) of Sterling Heights, MI. De-
voted grandmother of Alison, James, Lau-
ren, Joseph and Anna, great-grandmother 
to Cheyenne Rose. A Mass of Christian 
burial was celebrated at St. Joseph’s RC 
Church in Somers. Burial followed at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery in Somers.

 Obituaries
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From the Publisher

W e received valuable 
feedback from several 
readers last week re-

garding our Home Guru real es-
tate column published in our Feb. 
11-17 edition. In the piece, Home 
Guru columnist Bill Primavera ex-
pressed his support for a proposed 
sober living facility in Yorktown. 
Although we believe vigorously in 
publishing opinion columns with 
strong viewpoints, some of the 
language used in the piece, in ret-
rospect, goes beyond what we typi-
cally deem appropriate. Also, al-
though the column does mention 
Mr. Primavera’s public relations af-
filiation with the facility applicant, 
more could have been done to call 
attention to that fact. 

In most towns, many people en-
gaged in civic affairs wear multi-
ple hats. So Mr. Primavera’s affilia-
tion with the group doesn’t negate 
his right to express his opinion 
with a letter to the editor we also 
published. But it is our job to give 
context to readers. Therefore we 
should have made note of Mr. Pri-
mavera’s affiliation under his let-

ter signature. 
We do defend our right to pub-

lish a wide array of opinions on 
controversial topics but, regard-
ing a column, it would have been 
superior to have this opinion ar-
ticulated outside of Mr. Primav-
era’s weekly Home Guru space. 
The point of view in favor of the 
facility shouldn’t have had a built 
in advantage in getting expressed 
on our pages.

We also know the point of view 
articulated by the readers we 
spoke to represented the point 
of view of many other readers. 
So we would like to thank all of 
the people who -- both directly 
and indirectly -- communicated 
their criticism to us. It should be 
noted, however, that we are al-
ways willing and eager to stand 
by controversial news reports and 
opinions we publish, regardless 
of public pressure or popularity. 
But this was a case where critics 
raised valid points. If we received 
ten times as much criticism, but 
believed the negative assessment 
was wrong, we wouldn’t consider 

publishing a note like this.  
To be clear, we believe Mr. Pri-

mavera raised some well-found-
ed points on the merits, just as 
the facility’s opponents have 
made many strong arguments on 
the other side of the issue. Rea-
sonable people can disagree on 
whether to support the proposed 
facility. The errors in judgment 
we’re acknowledging don’t reflect 
us, as a newspaper, supporting or 
opposing Mr. Primavera’s larger 
position on the issue. That’s a 
different discussion for a differ-
ent day. And, certainly, we reas-
sert our legal right to free speech 
here and always. Additionally, we 
champion a newspaper’s role in 
facilitating a robust debate, espe-
cially on sensitive issues. But all 
that doesn’t negate the fact that 
newspapers must make decisions 
all the time involving subjective 
matters of taste and presentation. 

We apologize for our errors in 
judgment on that front and thank 
all who were in touch with their 
thoughtful and instructive in-
sights.

Reassessing Last Week’s Home Guru Column

To the Editor:
Re: “The Home Guru” or “The PR Spin-

Doctor?”
In response to Bill Primavera’s column 

titled, “When Homeowners Decide Who 
They Don’t Want As Neighbors.”

I was quite surprised and taken back 
when I read this column. Usually Mr. 
Primavera gives “good, solid, factual ad-
vice” on home ownership, maintenance, 
real estate, etc. Separating his LTE, which 
as a Yorktown resident he has a right to 
air his opinions on issues, although I do 
question the appropriateness since he is 
on the staff of the Examiner, I take of-
fense and issue with using his column to 
further his opinions on the Request for 
a Special Permit for a Substance Abuse 
Convalescent Home located at 482 Un-
derhill Avenue in Yorktown. His per-
sonal opinions have no place in his Ex-
aminer column and it is a misuse of his 
position as far as I am concerned.

As for Mr. Primavera’s column, I found 
it highly offensive and derogatory in na-

ture. To stoop to the level of using the 
terms, “lynch mob, part of the Salem 
Witch trials” when describing my neigh-
bors who presented good, solid facts 
from the town zoning regulations, town 
and county building/health codes as well 
as articles from newspaper from cities 
that have these “Sober Homes” in their 
locales, is the lowest form of journalism 
to me. I also have questions as to the con-
nection between the applicants and Mr. 
Primavera’s PR firm as it was not clearly 
stated in his column.

I should not be surprised by this tac-
tic because in today’s world “Liberal or 
Progressive thinkers” only allow people 
to have the same opinion on issues as 
they do. If you confront them with good, 
solid facts that oppose their beliefs they 
try to divert the conversation away from 
the “meat and potato issues’ and pull out 
the “PC CARDS.” In this case it is imply-
ing that anyone who opposes this facility 
is a person of bias and discrimination. 
Quoting Mr. Primavera’s column, “I am 

on board to fight this kind of bias and 
discrimination.” What nonsense!

Forget about what the codes and regu-
lations say. The important thing to Mr. 
Primavera seems that one must  be “Po-
litically Correct” regardless of the facts. 
The residents of Yorktown have the right 
to air their questions and concerns at a 
Town Board Meeting in an orderly and 
professional manner.

I guess it is ok to house 12-14, unre-
lated (co-ed?) adults, in a FOUR bed-
room home in a RESIDENTIAL FAM-
ILY zoned area.

To be perfectly clear, these residents 
are not a “family” in any sense or defi-
nition of the word now or in future 
discussions. As stated below from the 
Town Board meeting of 12-10-13 these 
residents are preparing to return to “their 
family setting.”

Town Board, 12-10-2013
“The prospective buyers of 482 Un-

derhill Avenue (at French Hill Road) 

The Home Guru Owes Residents of Yorktown An Apology
Letters

continued on page 9
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discussed plans to convert the existing 
8,500 SF house into a facility where 12-
14 people coming out of drug and alco-
hol  in-house rehab programs would be 
able to stay for a 30-60 days transition 
before they’re ready to return to their 
family setting. “

Because the use does not meet the def-
inition of a “family” in the town’s code, 
a special permit will be required. The 
Board referred out the request to various 
town boards.”

I guess we should forget about prop-
erty set backs and town codes regulating 
Nursing homes/Convalescent homes.

I guess that it doesn’t matter that there 
are no Commercial/Business Ventures, 
as far as I know, on Underhill Avenue 
from Routes 118 to 129.

I guess a complete Business Plan pre-
sented to the Town, as requested, is not 
important.

12/13/13 Planning Bd. meeting:
Residential character. There was some 

concern that the “overimprovement” of 
the house might impact the overall resi-
dential character of the area and also the 
need for screening, particularly in the 
rear of the building. In offering some ad-
vice to the applicants, the Board suggest-
ed that many of the issues being raised 
by the Board were likely to be raised at 
the public hearing and that the applicant 
should be prepared to answer the com-
ments.

SEQRA: The Town Board will be lead 
agency and an EAF will be required.  Al-
though Mr. Capellini said it would be a 
“short form: EAF, Mr. Tegeder implied 
that something more would be required.

Has this been done to the Planning 
Board’s satisfaction??

I guess there is no sense in reading ar-
ticles from other locales where this type 
of facility already exists to get informa-

tion.
I would ask all readers to go to the 

Yorktown website, go to Archive Videos/
Town Meetings and watch the 1/28/14 
Town Meeting, fast forward about 55 
minutes, and judge for yourself what 
took place. I think that your version of 
the evening and Mr. Primavera’s will be 
quite different. The residents, Supervisor 
Grace and the Councilmen all conducted 
themselves in a respectful and profes-
sional manner, allowing the exchange 
of opinions/information without all the 
drama and negativity depicted in Mr. 
Primavera’s column.

In closing, if you go back in history the 
Town Meeting is the oldest form of lo-
cal government in America. It is a forum 
for residents/taxpayers/voters to come 
together and discuss, debate and some-
times argue about what takes place in 
their home town. This is what America 
is all about and no one should be called 

names, belittled or criticized for taking 
part in the process.

Shame on you Mr. Primavera!!!
You owe the residents of Yorktown an 

apology.
John SwETz Jr.
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We invite readers to share their thoughts 
by sending letters to the editor.  Please  try 
to limit comments to 250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to Northern Westchester Examiner 
Editor-in-Chief Rick Pezzullo at rpezzullo@
theexaminernews.com.

The Northern Westchester Examiner 
requires that all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact information.

 Letters Policy

To the Editor:
As a long-standing resident of 

Yorktown, and someone who has 
supported numerous worthwhile 
community efforts throughout 
my career, I write in strong sup-
port of the proposed sober living 
residence at 482 Underhill Av-
enue, Yorktown Heights.

I have personally witnessed the 
positive effects this kind of resi-
dence can have on a community 
such as Yorktown. I worked as a 
psychotherapist in what we called 
a “re-entry house,” located in an-
other upper-middle-class metro-
politan New York neighborhood. 
All of our residents either held 
jobs or were interviewing or train-
ing for jobs. They followed a strict 
schedule: up at six and home by 
five. As they gradually returned to 
the familiar rhythms and routines 
and of sober living, they led basi-
cally normal, everyday lives.

 I can state unequivocally that 
there was never so much as one 
incident or cause for concern.

Moreover, out of respect and 
appreciation for the community 
that supported them and gave our 
residents the opportunity to suc-
cessfully transition into their new 
lives, all those associated with the 
sober living residence in turn sup-
ported and served the commu-
nity.

We held speaking engagements 
at every school in the area and for 
any community that requested it. 
We counseled hundreds and pro-
vided prevention and crisis inter-
vention services. People began to 
see our clients as heroes of sorts, 
not only because of what they had 
overcome, but because of what 
they had given back. Their grati-
tude at having been given a second 
chance to prove their commitment 
to themselves, their families, and 

their new community led them to 
want to contribute something in 
return. The positive effects were 
perpetuated; the community was 
officially designated, and contin-
ues to be, a drug-free zone.

I can testify that when a sober 
living residence establishes itself 
in a community, that commu-
nity becomes safer. Addicts who 
are using, and dealers who are 
looking to score, don’t want to be 
around it!

It is truly a win-win situation for 
all concerned. 

I live here, so I know: York-
town is a special community. We 
help our neighbors, we lend our 
friends support. We all know that 
substance abuse affects people 
from all walks of life, everywhere, 
including right here in our own 
backyard. I understand the initial 
fearful reactions of some of our 
neighbors; it’s the natural fear of 

the unknown. But I would ask 
my neighbors to take the time to 
absorb and understand the facts. 
Don’t we want to be the kind of 
community that advocates for 
those in need? That takes posi-
tive steps to be part of the solu-
tion, rather than turning a blind 
eye? We all know someone, be it a 
friend, family member, or neigh-
bor, who could benefit from a res-
idence such as this.

 
Let’s stop listening to those who 

are circulating wrong information 
and engaging in fear mongering. 
Establishing a sober living resi-
dence is a good thing to do. It will 
make us proud to say, “I’m from 
Yorktown.” Let’s join together and 
do the right thing.

 Adolfo “Al” MorAlES
founder and President, 

Yorkville Sports Association

Let’s Do the Right Thing for Yorktown and Our Neighbors
Letters

The Home Guru Owes Residents of Yorktown An Apology
continued from page 8
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the letter from Nick Toumanios, Louisa 
Sigillo, Chris Stendardi and Al French 
states. “The bottom line, this is all about 
maximizing profits for the sellers and ap-
plicants.”

The long-time owners of the home, 
Kip and Julie Testwuide, who have been 
friends with McCrossan for seven years, 
stated they would not support a use for 
their residence that “we felt in any way 
was to the detriment of the neighborhood 
or the greater Yorktown community.”

“In fact we feel confident in the inten-
tions of Tom and the capability of the peo-
ple that will be running this facility along 
with him,” the Testwuide’s stated. “We are 
confident that the screening process, the 
24/7 supervision and the privacy seeking 
nature of the targeted residents will in fact 
cause the neighborhood to be quieter and 
perhaps even more safe than when we had 
three teenage drivers and their friends 
coming in and out of our driveway at all 
hours of the day and night.”

McCrossan and McGoldrick both have 
extensive financial backgrounds. McCros-
san said the residence, now called Compass 
Westchester, would be unique to northern 
Westchester and is intended to attract only 

alcohol and drug dependent adults 28 years 
old and older within a 20 to 30-mile radius.

“It’s not a halfway house. There will be 
no child molesters or sexual predators 
or anyone with a history of violence. It’s 
strictly for highly functional adults, doc-
tors, lawyers, businessmen, husbands 
and wives, who have had issues with al-
cohol and drugs,” McCrossan explained. 
“We want people to feel respected and 
loved when they walk in. We’re good 
people. We want to do this respectfully. 
We feel this is a great thing to help people 
get back on their feet. We believe this is 
a noble effort. It’s not a get rich scheme.”

McCrossan said it was “bewildering” 
to him that initial attempts to reach out 
to neighbors and Alliance for Safe Kids 
(ASK) were not embraced, and now they 
find themselves having to try to respond 
to what they feel has been misinforma-
tion circulated by opponents.

“We’re trying not to be controversial, 
but the gloves came off early from the 
neighbors,” McCrossan said. “I didn’t 
think everyone would sit back and say 
great, but I didn’t think they would go to 
the degree that they have. We’re commit-
ted and if we are denied, that would be 
discrimination. We’re very optimistic the 

Town Board will do the right thing and 
the fair thing under the principles of law.”

A public hearing on the special per-
mit is scheduled to take place Tuesday, 

March 4 at 7:30 p.m. at Yorktown Hall. 
If the hearing is closed, the current four-
member Town Board could take action 
at the same meeting.

our Montessori school 
recently held its first 
every “talent night” 
at yorktown united 
Methodist Church 
where students had an 
opportunity to share 
what they enjoy doing 
outside school. there 
was truly something 
for everyone to enjoy.  
one of  the biggest hits 
of  the night was the 
“Coffee song” sung and 
composed by several 
students.  
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Globalization has homogenized much 
of the American landscape. From “Amer-
ican” cars incorporating foreign parts, to 
“foreign” cars incorporating American-
made parts and assembled in the United 
States, a blurred line has developed over 
the past 50 years between American 
made and American inspired. An iPhone 
is American inspired but sub-
stantially produced and as-
sembled overseas. 

Another seeming anomaly 
is American cuisine. We’ve 
evolved from emulating the 
recipes and cooking methods 
of French and Italian chefs to 
creating a uniquely American 
cuisine based on the locavore 
movement.

It was with this global per-
spective that I read of the 
recent White House State 
Dinner for 350 guests held 
last week in honor of French 
President François Hollande. 
The White House decision on 
a theme for the State Dinner must have 
been rather vexing. What themed reci-
pes and ingredients for each of the four 
courses? Which wines to pair with each 
course?

For the food: Should the inspiration be 
a French gastronomic icon, well known 
to Americans and French alike? Perhaps 
Auguste Escoffier, the early 20th centu-
ry developer and proponent of modern 

French cuisine?
Or should the inspiration be an Amer-

ican whose skills were honed on classic 
French cooking and then blossomed into 
a successful and famous restaurateur? 
Perhaps Thomas Keller of The French 
Laundry and Per Se fame? 

And what of the wines?
Should the inspiration be 

the classic French wines I’ve 
presented in previous col-
umns? Bordeaux? Burgundy? 
Wines considered the epito-
me of fine dining accompani-
ments. 

Should the inspiration be 
American wines emulating 
French blends and styles? 

Or should the inspiration 
be American wines made by 
French immigrants, exempli-
fying the mosaic of our cul-
ture and history?

It seems the White House 
considered each of these op-
tions and designed a menu 

that attempted to represent an amalgam 
of ingredients and pairings that evoked 
the crux of America’s French influence 
and its melting pot diversity.

Let me know what you think of the 
menu:  

First course: American Osetra Caviar 
paired with quail eggs from Pennsyl-
vania and a dozen varieties of potatoes 
from farms in New York, Idaho and Cali-

fornia (but no Freedom Fries). 
The wine: 2011 Morlet Family Vine-

yards, La Proportion Doree from Napa 
Valley. The Morlet family are fourth 
generation French winemakers who im-
migrated to the United States nearly two 
decades ago. The wine is a blend of clas-
sic Bordeaux white grapes. 

Mission accomplished? French clas-
sic ingredients, deconstructed American 
style; wine crisp and complementary. 
Yes.

Second course: a salad of petite rad-
ishes and baby carrots on a bed of merlot 
lettuce and splashed with red-wine vin-
aigrette. (A “tribute” to the First Lady’s 
White House Kitchen Garden plantings.) 

The wine: a bit more of the La Propor-
tion Doree.

Mission accomplished? The salad is 
perfect for the season and has a French 
aesthetic, but a separate American wine 
should have been featured. No.

Main course: Dry-aged rib eye beef 
from Greeley, Colo., paired with an ar-
tisanal Vermont blue cheese, charred 
shallots, oyster mushrooms and braised 
chard.

The wine: 2009 Long Shadows Vint-
ners, Chester-Kidder Red Blend from 
Washington State. Winemaker Gilles 
Nicault is another transplanted French-
man plying his trade in the New World 
since 1994, to critical acclaim. The blend 
of Cabernet Sauvignon (50 percent), 
Syrah (28 percent) and Petit Verdot (17 

percent) pays tribute to Bordeaux with a 
uniquely American twist (Syrah). 

Mission accomplished? Steak is not a 
French staple, but the blue cheese fits the 
bill. The wine pairing is par excellence 
and French inspired. Yes, by a small mar-
gin. 

Dessert course: chocolate (from Ha-
waii) malted cake and Florida tange-
rines, served with vanilla ice cream from 
Pennsylvania. 

The wine: NV Thibaut-Jannison 
Blanc de Chardonnay sparkling wine 
from Virginia. Winemaker and partner 
Claude Thibaut was born and raised in 
the Champagne region. He settled in 
Virginia in 2003 to produce a high-end 
sparkling wine.

Mission accomplished? A valiant ef-
fort to rival French desserts, but falls a bit 
short. However, sparkling wine paired 
with chocolate is always a winner. Yes.

Overall, post-dinner reports were 
complimentary. For social media dev-
otees. Michelle’s gown was fab and 
François came solo.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

By Nick Antonaccio

Planning the Meal for a White House State Dinner

Sober Living Retreat Owners Say They Strive to be Good Neighbors
continued from page 1
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The #1 Selling Real Estate Brokerage in Yorktown and Cortlandt

703 East Main Street (Route 6), Jefferson Valley, New York • 914.962.4900 • HoulihanLawrence.com
Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2013 to 12/31/2013, dollar volume by office, Yorktown and Cortlandt.

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.671.7730 

24 Seth Canyon Road 
Mount Kisco 

WEB# NS903675..................$1,000,000 

Claire Hoch 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.844.6450 

2698 Deer Track Court 
Yorktown 

WEB# NS889305 ...................$789,900

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.671.7730 

2888 Farm Walk Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS892120 ....................$710,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.384.3385 
3165 Moss Lane 

Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS903733 ....................$700,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.384.3385 

2294 Van Cortlandt Circle 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS892507 ....................$639,000 

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.671.7730 

1730 Baptist Church Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS866416 ....................$600,000 

Arlene Simone 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.494.7244 

3852 Marcy Street 
Mohegan Lake 

WEB# NS890598 ....................$575,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

26-Lot 7 Ryan Court 
Mahopac 

WEB# NS889742 ....................$599,000 

Douglas Dill 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.671.7730 

1724 Baldwin Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS833241 ....................$525,000 

Diane Ryan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.645.9423 

376 Homestead Road 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS889223 ....................$510,000 

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.319.2962 

34 Roberts Drive 
Putnam Valley 

WEB# NS892536 ....................$475,000 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 

52 Wellington Drive 
Carmel 

WEB# NS890815 ....................$459,000 

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.447.6569 

2999 S Deerfield Avenue 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS890418 ....................$450,000 

Arlene Simone 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.494.7244 
25 Ann Street 

Cortlandt Manor 
WEB# NS870034 ....................$425,000 

Patricia D’Alesio 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.263.7001 
207 7th Street 

Verplanck 
WEB# NS891716 ....................$399,000 

Alicia M. Albano 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.447.6569 

27 Lakeland Avenue 
Mohegan Lake 

WEB# NS890471 ....................$399,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.384.3385 

3402 Gomer Street 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS892660 ....................$389,000 

Virginia “Ginger” Talbert 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.403.2071 
5 Barger Street 

Cortlandt Manor 
WEB# NS890796 ....................$375,000 

George Souls 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.830.5807 

1788 Horton Road 
Yorktown 

WEB# NS878911 ....................$350,000 

Kathleen O'Driscoll 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.473.6184 

45 Putnam Road 
Cortlandt Manor 

WEB# NS892804 ....................$319,900 

Geraldine “Gigi” Finan 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  845.590.6864 
111 Quail Court 

Yorktown Heights 
WEB# NS903676 ....................$315,000 

Barbara Ward 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.400.3373 

28 Hillcrest Avenue 
Ossining 

WEB# NS890877 ....................$315,000 

John P. Kincart 
Associate Real Estate Broker 
Mobile  914.384.3385 

7 Woods Brooke Lane 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS892661 ....................$275,000 

Maria Tomaselli 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  914.319.2962 

60-D Kirby Close 
Yorktown Heights 

WEB# NS871184 ....................$209,000 

Keriann “Keri” Rodriguez 
Real Estate Salesperson 
Mobile  845.729.0573 

4309 Villa At The Woods 
Peekskill 

WEB# NS879247 ....................$128,000 

SO
LD

SO
LD
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LD
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fino ristorante Italiano
Croton-on-hudson

By Neal Rentz
Who says you can’t come home again?
For years, Mohegan Lake resident 

Paul Vuli owned an Italian restaurant, 
Fortuna, on Baltic Place, until he sold the 
establishment in 2003.

Two months ago, Vuli opened a new 
restaurant, Fino Ristorante Italiano, in 
the location he formally owned.

Vuli had retired but could not pull 
himself away from the restaurant 
business. “I got bored,” he recalled.  “So I 
decided to take this place back.” 

Owning restaurants is a tradition 
in his family, Vuli said, noting his 
family currently owns nine eateries in 
Manhattan. 

Vuli said last week he learned how 
much he enjoyed the restaurant business 
when he briefly retired. ‘I realized 
I missed the people, the ambiance, 
the atmosphere, the warmth of the 
clientele, the challenges of the day-to-
day operations of a restaurant,” he said. 
“This place was up for sale and I decided 
to take it back.”

He described his new establishment 
as “a mainstream Italian restaurant” 
geared mainly toward families. He 
described the ambiance of his restaurant 

as “comfortable” with “sort of a laid back 
atmosphere.” 

Vuli, who has been working in the 
restaurant business for four decades, 

described his menu as Mediterranean, 
with influences taken from several 
nations in the region.

Pastas are made on the premises, Vuli 

said. The restaurant’s signature dishes 
include pappardelle pasta served with 
wild mushrooms and mascarpone cheese 
and fettuccine with chicken breasts, 
broccoli and a mascarpone sauce. 

Currently, Fino only serves dinner. 
Vuli said he is working on getting the 
building’s patio open and then lunch will 
be served. 

Vuli occasionally cooks at his new 
restaurant. “I favor pastas,” he said.

He said his menu offerings often 
change. “Restaurants have a habit of 
moving,” he said. “If a restaurant is 
moving it’s either going up or down.”

“I always try to keep it interesting, not 
only for myself and the clientele, but also 
for the staff. You have to always keep 
challenging them,” Vuli said. “The goal 
is always to serve a customer correctly. 
Give them what they want, how they 
want it and done right.” 

Vuli said he seeks perfection every day, 
even though he knows it is unattainable. 
“But you have to search for it constantly,” 
he said. “It keeps us on our toes.” 

Fino Ristorante Italiano is located 
at 1 Baltic Place in Croton. For more 
information call 914-271-2600 or visit 
finowestchester.com.

Businesses

of the Week

*SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

Lease Pullahead: Customer is required to terminate their current lease. This program offers allowances only for up to 3 remaining payments not to exceed $1200. Any other costs associated with terminating the current lease is the customers responsibility 
and cannot be included in the amount applied for the program. Currentlessees must be in a lease from either GM Financial, US Bank or Ally to qualify for this offer. See dealer for further details.All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr $2999 down 

plus first payment  plus bank fee and taxes and dmv. Residuals:Terrain 5364/16614, Sierra 8671/23292 and Acadia 8244/23568.Not responsible for typographical errors. Tax & reg extra.  Ends 2/28/14.

neal Rentz Photo
a section of  the interior of  Fino Ristorante italiano in Croton.
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Camp Bear Ridge
Toddlers - 4 Years Old

u Water fun and frolic

u Gardening and nature

u Kid Fit cross-training programs

Camp Discovery 500 Yorktown Rd, Croton-on-Hudson (914) 741-0333 x15
Camp Bear Ridge 600 Bear Ridge Rd, Pleasantville  (914) 741-0333 x21
Camp Katan   2966 Crompond Rd, Yorktown Heights (914) 962-8430

Registration Now Open                               
Rosenthal JCC Summer Camps

Camp Katan
Preschoolers

u Explore through nature and water play 

u Weekly organized sports themes

u Dramatic play, music, and movement

rosenthaljcc.org/camps

Camp Discovery
Kindergarten - Grade 9

Find out why our campers keep coming back!

u Expert Swim Instruction

u Free Door-to-Door Transportation

u Brand new clay baseball diamond

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

Summer Camp
BOCES Offers Science and Exploration Camps

The Center for Environmental 
Education at Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES is sponsoring 25 
one-week camps on topics ranging 
from meteorology to survival in the 
wilderness. 

In BOCES’ Falconry Academy, 
campers from 12 to 16 years old will 
learn how to train and handle birds of 
prey. They will also learn how weight 
management affects the behavior and 
performance of birds, how to make 
equipment used in falconry and how to 

free-fly a bird of prey.
In Weather Camp with Jim Witt, 

campers will be grouped by age, with 
one camp for eight- to 11-year-olds and 
one for 12- to 16-year-olds. Participants 
will learn how to analyze surface weather 
maps, make a weather forecast each day, 
read and analyze weather charts, use 
forecast models to make predictions and 
create a weather broadcast.

In Nature’s Engineers, campers will be 

continued on page 14
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It’s late and I’m sitting in my easy chair, 
comfy cozy with my comforter pulled up 
from my toes to my chest, protecting me 
from a cold winter’s night. My half glasses 
resting on the bridge of my nose, making 
me look like old man Silas Marner, I’m 

squinting into 
my laptop, happy 
as a clam in my 
not-so-humble 
abode, happy to 
be working on 
a project I love 
doing. Yes, life 
is good, life is 
perfect, safe and 

secure.
Suddenly, I hear 

a warning buzz, 
then ominous si-
lence. Then, the 
sound of a skillful 
landing nearby, 
unseen. I look 
around with trepi-

dation. Is it on the lampshade? The end 
table? The side of my chair? Oh my God, 
could it be on ME?  I see nothing. Silence.

Maybe that nasty little creature with 
the primitive shield on its back slithered 
into some crack in the space between 
the flooring and the wall. Or better yet, 
maybe I was just imagining the whizzing 
sound and landing? Still nothing.

Then there’s an itch on my calf. I reach 
down to scratch it, but the itch seems to 
have moved to my lower thigh. Oh my 
God, it’s crawling up my leg! I scream, 

more piercing than a little girl on a 
roller coaster. I jump up and pull down 
my pants, sliding across the floor in my 
stocking feet, try-
ing to inspect my 
legs, front, back 
and side. 

My wife runs 
in, startled at the 
sight of me, hardly 
the image of Tom 
Cruise in “Risky 
Business.”  

“What AM I do-
ing?” she asked? 

I look at her in-
credulously. I don’t 
need to speak. It’s 
the drama, the 
fear, the dread of 
that pestilence that 
most of us find 
within the inner sanctum of our homes 
this winter: the invasion of the stink bug. 

We do so much to secure our homes 
from an intruder or the elements, yet 
there’s always something, usually small 
and seemingly harmless, yet disgusting, 
that can sneak in and scare the hell out 
of us. Do any of us really like to see a spi-
der with a big ugly sack lurking around 
in our bathrooms. Or how about that 
tiny little field mouse scurrying across 
the kitchen floor from under the kitchen 
range. 

And when we’re in the attic late at 
night looking for that file and we hear 
something that sounds like the flapping 

of a bat’s wings, aren’t we certain we’ll 
be grabbed by our hair and never let go? 
Heck, in the dead of summer, it can be 

as tiny as a mos-
quito that lights on 
our arm and sud-
denly the biggest 
bruiser of a guy is 
defenseless against 
a creature so small 
that you can’t even 
see it.

But the invader 
of the moment, 
the pestilence that 
everybody is talk-
ing about but few 
seem to be able to 
do anything about, 
is the stink bug.  

“You just have to 
wait until spring,” 

my wife advised. “Then they just go away.  
They just need to be warm in the winter.” 

Great, I think to myself. So that’s why 
I’m paying $700 a month in heating bills, 
so I can keep the disgusting critters warm 
and scream when they crawl up my leg.

“Don’t worry,” she said while comfort-
ing me, “I hear that they hatch just once 
every 17 years.”

“Where did you hear that?” I asked.  
My research yields nothing. 

“Oh, just something I heard some-
place,” she responded in her usual scien-
tific way. 

“Isn’t that some other insect you’re 
talking about, maybe the locusts? Or 

wasn’t it the birds in that Alfred Hitch-
cock film?” I asked.

For now, I learned that there are only 
two remedies. You can simply seal every 
crack and crevice in your home to keep 
them from getting in. But, consider-
ing that I live in a 275-year-old home, I 
would have to cover my entire house in 
an air-tight tarp like the kind they used 
in “Breaking Bad” when they were cook-
ing crystal meth inside. 

The other alternative is to use a small 
trap I’ve seen online with an electric light 
inside. It seems that the little stinkers are 
attracted to light. But why would they 
go to a tiny electric light in a small box 
when they have every big light bulb in 
my house around which they party every 
night? 

If I took the time, I suppose I could call 
my pest control service, but to date my 
method to get rid of my stinky visitors, 
which gives me tremendous, almost sa-
distic satisfaction, is to take them on one 
by one, mano a mano, with a tissue and 
squash them flat.  

Oh, but when you do that, I should 
mention that stink bugs tend to stink.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed at 
Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or called direct-
ly at 914-522-2076.

It’s a Bird, it’s a Plane, No, it’s a Stink Bug!  

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru

914-271-9119
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING

DOORS • DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS
LEADERS

DON’T LET 
THE HEAVY SNOW 

DAMAGE THE INSIDE 
OF YOUR HOME
Call us Now 
to Remove 

the Snow From 
Your Roof!

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!
2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 

 

   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 
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Back To School Guide • 2013

Solaris Sports Clubs are offering:

Fall 
Registration

Starting
Now

Classes Start September 9

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL

SINCE 1972
914-962-9466

Our Montessori School in Yorktown and
Carmel provides a highly individualized,
rich experience for children from 18 months

through sixth grade.
Besides math, reading,
writing, history, and
science, the programs
include, for three-year-olds
and up, art, ballet, chorus,
dance, instrumental

music, physical education, Spanish and French.
Latin, drama and chess are added for first
grade and up.  A.M. and P.M. extended day
and monthly Parents’ Night Out are available.
Call for a visit or DVD and view our website
at www.ourmontessorischool .com

Open House
Tuesday, October 2  8pm - 9pmTuesday, September 24 – 8pm to 9pm

What Every Parent Needs to Know About Changes in the Classroom
Across the country, parents are be-

ginning to notice that today’s classroom 
looks quite different from what they 
experienced in their own school days. 
From personalized learning technologies 
to new educational standards, teachers 
and administrators are using a variety of 
tools to ensure students are better pre-
pared to succeed than ever before.

In this era of innovation in educa-
tion, this school year will be particu-
larly exciting in part because states will 
be piloting assessments aligned to the 
Common Core State Standards, the 
new set of K-12 educational standards 
designed to improve students’ readi-
ness for college and future careers.

So just what do these changes mean 
for your kids?

shift to new standards

Schools nationwide are finding new 
ways to provide individually tailored 
lesson plans while addressing the 
Common Core State Standards, often 
relying on a new generation of educa-
tional technologies that help students 
learn and succeed at their own pace.

McGraw-Hill Education’s Reading 
Wonders is one such tool. Available in 

both all-digital and print/digital for-
mats, it is the first K-6 core reading 
program designed specifically for the 
new standards.

“Even before the advent of the Com-
mon Core, we knew that preparing stu-
dents for the demands of college and 
careers required setting a solid founda-
tion in skills such as reading compre-
hension and writing,” said Christine 
Willig, senior vice president of prod-
ucts at McGraw-Hill School Education. 
“When the new standards reiterated 
the importance of these skills, we saw 
an opportunity to build an entirely new 
program that would address the Com-
mon Core requirements, by leveraging 
contemporary cognitive science about 
how we learn, using cutting-edge dig-
ital tools.”

Personalized Learning

Education research has shown that 
instruction becomes more effective 
when tailored to students’ unique 
learning styles and needs. Personal-
ized learning tends to lead to deeper 
learning, which will help students meet 
many of the new Common Core stand-
ards. As classrooms continue getting 

bigger, however, delivering that sort 
of individual attention to students be-
comes more difficult.

With this in mind, Reading Wonders 
was built using entirely new education-
al technology, offering interconnected 
platforms personalized for students and 
teachers and accessible across any device.

Other digital learning tools use ad-
ditional techniques to help students 
succeed. McGraw-Hill Education’s 
LearnSmart and FLEX Literacy, for ex-
ample, each use “adaptive” technology 
to continually assess students’ knowl-
edge, skill and confidence levels and 
to create a unique study path designed 
to help each student in the topics and 
concepts they need most–a level of 
personalization previously only avail-
able from a personal tutor. LearnSmart 
delivers this adaptive learning experi-
ence for a variety of high school subject 
areas, while FLEX Literacy incorpo-
rates it into a comprehensive, Common 
Core-specific reading and language 
arts intervention system for students 
in grades 3–8.

More information about new digital 
programs, including those designed 
specifically for the Common Core 

State Standards, can be found at www.
mheducation.com.

In this ever-evolving educational 
landscape, keeping up with the chang-
es can seem daunting but it needn’t be. 
Parents can rest assured that teachers 
are increasingly equipped with new 
technologies that ensure their students 
are getting the personalized attention 
they need to improve their chances for 
long-term success.

Qualified staff committed to excellence - 
Certified Integrated PreK/Kindergarten

Montessori approach to education - 
Full or Half Days - Hands on Curriculum, music, 

movement, Spanish instruction, large gym. 
Yorktown Heights & Granite Springs Locations

Lic by OCFS - Registered by NYS Dept of 
Education -  Extended hrs available 7 am - 6pm

Call for Tour appointment 

914 962-2929

Accepting Sept enrollmentS
AgeS 18 moS – KindergArten

School Aged before/After School
www.brightbeginpreSchool.com

Qualified staff committed to excellence – 
teaching with a vision

Certified Integrated PreK/Kindergarten classrooms
Montessori approach to education – 

highest professional standards
Hands-on Curriculum, music, movement, 

Spanish instruction, large gym,
Licensed by the Office of Children 

& Family Services
Registered by the NYS Dept of Education

Extended hours available 7 am – 6 pm 

914 962-2929

 SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 18 months to 6 years

3 Locations
Accepting summer and
September enrollments.

Specializing in Programs for the 
preschooler. Themed weekly educational 

activities by our regular teachers. Science/
nature, music, art, socialization and more! 

Competitive rates
Extended hours – Call and come visit!

914 962-2929
www.brightbeginpreschool.com

Lic OCFS Registered NYS Dept Ed
Open 7 am to 6 pm

ACCEPTING ENROLLMENTS
 Let us prepare your child for  

kindergarten in our readiness program!
 Ages 2-5 • Full or Half Day • Qualified staff – 

highest professional standards – 
Academic curriculum Select 2 – 5 day  

sessions, flexible schedule, 
Montessori educational approach,

Extended Care Available – 
Come for a personalized tour!

www.brightbeginpreschool.com
Lic by OCFS & Reg by NYS Dept of Ed 

914 962-2929

WINTER SEMESTER OPENINGS

bright 
beginnings
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914-962-9466

Our Montessori School in Yorktown and
Carmel provides a highly individualized,
rich experience for children from 18 months

through sixth grade.
Besides math, reading,
writing, history, and
science, the programs
include, for three-year-olds
and up, art, ballet, chorus,
dance, instrumental
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Latin, drama and chess are added for first
grade and up.  A.M. and P.M. extended day
and monthly Parents’ Night Out are available.
Call for a visit or DVD and view our website
at www.ourmontessorischool .com

Open House
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What Every Parent Needs to Know About Changes in the Classroom
Across the country, parents are be-

ginning to notice that today’s classroom 
looks quite different from what they 
experienced in their own school days. 
From personalized learning technologies 
to new educational standards, teachers 
and administrators are using a variety of 
tools to ensure students are better pre-
pared to succeed than ever before.

In this era of innovation in educa-
tion, this school year will be particu-
larly exciting in part because states will 
be piloting assessments aligned to the 
Common Core State Standards, the 
new set of K-12 educational standards 
designed to improve students’ readi-
ness for college and future careers.

So just what do these changes mean 
for your kids?

shift to new standards

Schools nationwide are finding new 
ways to provide individually tailored 
lesson plans while addressing the 
Common Core State Standards, often 
relying on a new generation of educa-
tional technologies that help students 
learn and succeed at their own pace.

McGraw-Hill Education’s Reading 
Wonders is one such tool. Available in 

both all-digital and print/digital for-
mats, it is the first K-6 core reading 
program designed specifically for the 
new standards.

“Even before the advent of the Com-
mon Core, we knew that preparing stu-
dents for the demands of college and 
careers required setting a solid founda-
tion in skills such as reading compre-
hension and writing,” said Christine 
Willig, senior vice president of prod-
ucts at McGraw-Hill School Education. 
“When the new standards reiterated 
the importance of these skills, we saw 
an opportunity to build an entirely new 
program that would address the Com-
mon Core requirements, by leveraging 
contemporary cognitive science about 
how we learn, using cutting-edge dig-
ital tools.”

Personalized Learning

Education research has shown that 
instruction becomes more effective 
when tailored to students’ unique 
learning styles and needs. Personal-
ized learning tends to lead to deeper 
learning, which will help students meet 
many of the new Common Core stand-
ards. As classrooms continue getting 

bigger, however, delivering that sort 
of individual attention to students be-
comes more difficult.

With this in mind, Reading Wonders 
was built using entirely new education-
al technology, offering interconnected 
platforms personalized for students and 
teachers and accessible across any device.

Other digital learning tools use ad-
ditional techniques to help students 
succeed. McGraw-Hill Education’s 
LearnSmart and FLEX Literacy, for ex-
ample, each use “adaptive” technology 
to continually assess students’ knowl-
edge, skill and confidence levels and 
to create a unique study path designed 
to help each student in the topics and 
concepts they need most–a level of 
personalization previously only avail-
able from a personal tutor. LearnSmart 
delivers this adaptive learning experi-
ence for a variety of high school subject 
areas, while FLEX Literacy incorpo-
rates it into a comprehensive, Common 
Core-specific reading and language 
arts intervention system for students 
in grades 3–8.

More information about new digital 
programs, including those designed 
specifically for the Common Core 

State Standards, can be found at www.
mheducation.com.

In this ever-evolving educational 
landscape, keeping up with the chang-
es can seem daunting but it needn’t be. 
Parents can rest assured that teachers 
are increasingly equipped with new 
technologies that ensure their students 
are getting the personalized attention 
they need to improve their chances for 
long-term success.

Qualified staff committed to excellence - 
Certified Integrated PreK/Kindergarten

Montessori approach to education - 
Full or Half Days - Hands on Curriculum, music, 

movement, Spanish instruction, large gym. 
Yorktown Heights & Granite Springs Locations

Lic by OCFS - Registered by NYS Dept of 
Education -  Extended hrs available 7 am - 6pm

Call for Tour appointment 

914 962-2929

Accepting Sept enrollmentS
AgeS 18 moS – KindergArten

School Aged before/After School
www.brightbeginpreSchool.com

Qualified staff committed to excellence – 
teaching with a vision

Certified Integrated PreK/Kindergarten classrooms
Montessori approach to education – 

highest professional standards
Hands-on Curriculum, music, movement, 

Spanish instruction, large gym,
Licensed by the Office of Children 

& Family Services
Registered by the NYS Dept of Education

Extended hours available 7 am – 6 pm 

914 962-2929

Summer Camp
BOCES Offers Science and Exploration Camps
shown how some of our best industrial 
designs were inspired by nature. For 
example, the woodpecker was the 
inspiration for an ice ax. Japan’s speeding 
bullet train was inspired by a bird’s 
beak and a termite mound inspired the 
creation of an energy efficient building. 

They will look at geckos, boxfish and 
squid to see how they are able to adhere 
to surfaces or move through water.

For more information on the Center 
for Environmental Education’s summer 
camp offerings, go to http://register.
asap-connected.com/PNWboces or call 
Rachel Wade at 845-225-9256.

continued from page 13
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Across
1 Behave
4 Hobby shop buy
7 Dupes
10 ``___ walks in beauty’’
11 Tokyo, formerly
12 Breakfast grain
13 Pretzel maker or Yorktown 
Street
15 Your of yore
16 Pants
18 Of the wrist
21 Many millennia
24 Fan’s sound
25 Steinway creation
26 Challenge for a barber
27 In Putnam, a farm and a 
beer, Tilly
_____
28 Move in a circle
30 Asian language
32 Insatiable greed for riches
36 Pointy-eared little person
37 Deck (out)
38 Big galoot
39 Clodhopper
40 Earlier than, to poets
41 Small cask or barrel

DOWN
1 Remains of a blaze
2 Tea
3 Big conference in the BCS
4 Body armor fiber
5 Standard of excellence
6 Metal necklace
7 Tough position to be in (2 
words)
8 Expression of surprise
9 Mudhole
14 Fish hawk
17 ___ roll
18 Welsh valley
19 That’s it!
20 End the call
22 “__ Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest”
23 Trondheim nation, abbr.
25 Creamy soup
27 Vouchsafe
29 Give four stars to, say
30 MGM mascot
31 Cotton Belt state: Abbr.
33 Type
34 Signal
35 Bird in the making

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

Across

1 Behave

4 Hobby shop buy

7 Dupes

10 ``___ walks in beauty''

11 Tokyo, formerly

12 Breakfast grain

13 Pretzel maker or Yorktown Street

15 Your of yore

16 Pants

18 Of the wrist

21 Many millennia

24 Fan's sound

25 Steinway creation

26 Challenge for a barber

27 In Putnam, a farm and a beer, Tilly 
_____

28 Move in a circle

30 Asian language

32 Insatiable greed for riches

36 Pointy-eared little person

37 Deck (out)

38 Big galoot

39 Clodhopper

40 Earlier than, to poets

41 Small cask or barrel

Down

1 Remains of a blaze

2 Tea

3 Big conference in the BCS

4 Body armor fiber

5 Standard of excellence

6 Metal necklace

7 Tough position to be in (2 words)

8 Expression of surprise

9 Mudhole

14 Fish hawk

17 ___ roll

18 Welsh valley

19 That's it!

20 End the call

22 "__ Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"

23 Trondheim nation, abbr.

25 Creamy soup

27 Vouchsafe

29 Give four stars to, say

30 MGM mascot

31 Cotton Belt state: Abbr.

33 Type

34 Signal

35 Bird in the making

Crossword

See solution on page 16

$159

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Leases are 10k per year.All leases with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit.Residuals 
are: 200 3204/16311,Ram 5724/20636, & Cherokee 3816/16952.  Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 2/28/14.
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Small NewS iS BiG NewS 

A
1

C
2

T
3

K
4

I
5

T
6

H
7

A
8

S
9

S
10

H E E
11

D O O
12

A T

H
13

A N O
14

V E R T
15

H Y

S
16

L A C K
17

S

C
18

A
19

R
20

P A L A
21

E O
22

N
23

W
24

H I R R P
25

I A N O

M
26

A N E F
27

O S T E R

G
28

Y R
29

A T E

L
30

A
31

O A
32

V A R I
33

C
34

E
35

E
36

L F T
37

O G L
38

U G

O
39

A F E
40

R E K
41

E G

“Primavera”

by Botticelli

1482

914-522-2076 

www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com

PRIMAVERA

U|ÄÄ

Real Estate as a Fine Art
®

Residential

Commercial

Affiliated

with

If it’s time to sell, call Bill,

“The Home Guru”

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to let
you record and upload what you see. To give the
public access to information they need. Big things
are happening at PCTV. Find out more at pctv76.org.       

It’s all 
about you.

A TREE FALLS ON 
BEDFORD ROAD. . 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?

“We make warm friends”
(845) 628-1330

Order on the web:  www.sclafanioil.com
Ask us anything at www.sclafanioil.com/blog

Ultra low sulfur heating oil, biofuel, propane, diesel 
and gasoline. Call us today for the lowest prices 

with the highest quality! 

Sclafani 
         Oil & Propane

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 18
Celebrate Your heart: “Celebrate Your 

Heart,” which will benefit the American 
Heart Association, will be held from 6 to 
8 p.m. at The Winery at St. George, 1715 
E. Main St., Mohegan Lake. The event 
will be a “Mashup” with Professional 
Women of Putnam and Professional 
Women of Westchester. You can mix, 
mingle and network with members from 
both chapters. Guest speaker Dr. Patrick 
Thomas, NYU Hudson Valley Cardiology, 
will discuss the topic “Women & Heart 
Disease - The Time for Prevention is Now,”

The other activities will include 
raffles and red hair extensions. The $15 
admission price includes appetizers and a 
cash bar. 

Adult Education: A series of class for 
adults are being held at the York town 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. 
Mishneh Torah---Every Tuesday, between 
7:30 and 9 p.m. there will be a discussion 
for those who want to delve deeply into 
Jewish practice, philosophy, history, culture 
and related matters. The test used will 
be Maimonides’ MISHNEH TORAH, in 
English.Pirkei Avot--At 11 a.m. on the first 
and third Monday of every month, Rabbi 
Urbas will teach a classic text on ethical 
thinking, combined with practical tips on 
Jewish living. This Talmudic test is a popular 
work for everyone. Understanding Hebrew 
Prayer--- On Mondays, at 7 p.m. Cantor 
Isabel Kopstein will explore the Siddur. 
She will help students already somewhat 
familiar with Hebrew to advance in the 
knowledge of the meanings of prayers. 
almud and the Law--- On Thursdays, at 
10:30 a.m., Wendy Segal will discuss Ethics, 
Talmud and Jewish law.  Cases from a text 
book, the news, and even Judge Judy will 
help in understanding the wisdom of the 
Jewish sages and how to apply that wisdom 
applies to today’s problems. Info: 914-245-
2324 or info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

free Medicare Counseling: Get help 
understanding your Medicare benefits 
and coverage on Tuesdays year-round 
(except holidays) at the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak, from 
10 a.m. to 1 pm. and on Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Field Library in 
Peekskill. No appointments are necessary 
for the free service. Meet with a trained 
counselor for information about Medicare 
Parts A, B and D, Medicare Advantage 
Plans, Medicare Savings Plans, Extra Help 
and EPIC .You can also call the Senior 
Benefits Information Center helpline 
with your questions at 914-231-3260 and 
a counselor will return your call within 
two business days. For a listing of all eight 
SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, go 
to http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/
senior-benefits-information-centers/. 

farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner 
of Mill Street and Peekskill Hollow Road 
(Adams Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP), tax relief programs, and much 
more. Info: 914-245-5262 Ext.227 or 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Thursday, Feb. 20
holocaust Commission: The Somers 

Memorial Holocaust Commission is 
planning its annual Holocaust program, 
which is an evening of reflection and 
remembrance. Our purpose is twofold: 
to educate children so that they will 
never forget the horrors of the Holocaust 
and other genocide, and to promote the 
teaching of human rights in our school. 
Our yearly program, held at a local high 
school, includes many inspirational 
projects submitted by high school 
students. The program will also feature 
a keynote speaker, a choir, and student 
singing and dancing to help make it a 
memorable evening. Everyone is welcome, 
and if you are interested in meeting and/
or joining our group, please contact Ruth 
Rosenberg at 914-248-5149.

Friday, Feb. 21
Cancer Support Group: Support 

Connection provides a support group 
for women with recurrence of breast or 
ovarian cancer, with advanced stage and/or 
metastasis on the third Friday of the month 
at 12:30 p.m. at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 
2966 Crompond Rd. Advance registration 
is required for all groups; call 914-962-6402 
or 800-532-4290. For a complete calendar 
of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org.

free Play dates: A free play date 
program is being held every Friday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the Rosenthal JCC 
Early Childhood Center at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The 
program is intended for children between 
the ages of 16 and 36 months and their 
parents or caregivers. Children can play, 
do art and socialize all under the direction 
of an experienced early childhood teacher 
.Pre-registration is suggested. Contact 
Jennifer at 914-962-8430 or e-mail her at 
Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

winter Services:  During the winter 

months, Sabbath services will begin 
at 6:15 p.m. on Friday evenings and at 
9:15 a.m. on Saturday mornings at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org..

Job hunting help: Free drop-in, hands-
on assistance with online applications, 
resume writing, e-mail accounts and more 
is held on Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the second floor conference room at the 
Ossining Public Library, 53 Croton Ave. 
Assistance is offered on a first-come, first-
serve basis. This is not a computer class. 
Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 315. 

Saturday, Feb. 22
Backyard Chickens: Backyard 

Chickens 101 will be held from 1 to 3 
p.m. in Barn F at Hilltop Hanover Farm, 
1271 Hanover St., Yorktown. Our head 
farmer, Brett Alcaro, will run a workshop 
on raising backyard chickens. Fees are $20 
per person; $5 for children under the age 
of 12. For online registration, which is 
required, visit.HilltopHanoverFarm.org. 
For more information call 914-962-2368.

Muscoot farm Programs:  Two 
programs have been scheduled for this 
weekend at Muscoot Farm, located on 
Route 100 in Somers. A Weaving by Hand 
workshop will be conducted on Feb. 22 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Learn how to create a 
bowl with yarn or ribbon. The fee is $10 and 
pre-registration is required. Tapping the 
Sugar Maples will be held on Feb 23 from 
1 to 3 p.m. Stop by to learn how the farmer 
knows which trees are ready to be tapped 
for their sugary sap.  Info: westchestergov.
com/parks or 914-864-7282.

Tortoise And hare:  The Tortoise and 
the Hare will be held from 2 to 3 p.m. at 
Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring 
Valley Rd., Ossining. Animals have always 
figured in stories and folk tales but are they 
depicted accurately? Meet some of these 
animals and find out for yourself. All are 
welcome. The program is free for Teatown 
members and $5 for non-members. 
Programs require pre-registration. To 
register, call 914-762-2912 Ext.110.  

lunch & learn: A Shabbat service/
Lunch & Learn, a lively discussion of the 
weekly Torah portion led by Rabbi Fred 
Schwalb, will be held at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Hebrew Congregation of Somers, located 
at Cypress Lane and Mervin Drive. Info: 
914-248-9532.

Somers library Exhibit: Mark Cassata 
is exhibiting a collection of his paintings 
at the Somers Library, located in Reis 
Park off Route 139, during the month 
of February. For any questions, contact 
somersartgallery@wlsmail.org. For library 
hours call 914 232-5717 or visit www.
somerslibrary.org. 

ossining farmers Market:  The 
Ossining Down to Earth Farmers Market 
is held year-round on Saturdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Main and 
Spring Streets. Info: 914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

overeaters Anony¬mous: Worried 
about the way you eat? If food rules your 
life, Overeaters Anony¬mous may have 
the answer for you. There is no weigh-ins, 
dues or fees. The group meets on Saturdays 
from 8:30 to 9:30 am at the fourth floor 
conference at the Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center, 1350 Route 9,  Garrison. Info: call/
text Lisa at 917-716-2488.

Sunday, Feb. 23
healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 

with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post 
Rd. South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly 
classes are being conducted by rotating 
instructors.  The suggestion is $15. Info: 
Ellisha Simpson at 914-319-4010 or send 
an e-mail to info@laughingheartsyoga.
com.

Monday, Feb. 24
Somers library drive: Friends of 

the Somers has kicked off its annual 
membership drive for 2014. The Friends 
of the Somers Library was formed in 1979, 
and over the years have raised funds thru 
membership dues, donations and book 
sales to provide financial support the 
Somers library. Membership forms can be 
picked up at the Somers Library, or you 
can send your check to - Friends of the 
Somers Library, PO Box 443, Somers, NY 
10589.  Please include your name, address 
and e-mail address, which will assure 
timely notice of events The Friends are a 
fully tax deductible 501(c3) organization. 
Annual dues are $20 ($50 Patron, $100 
Sponsor) and a donation in any amount is 
gratefully accepted. If you have a matching 
program at work, please remember us. 

helping homeless Veterans: The 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Chapter 21 and My Brother Vinny need 
your help in assisting homeless veterans. 
Once a homeless veteran is approved by 
the government for apartment living, 
the veteran needs all the furnishings, 
linens, towels, cooking, eating utensils 
to set up his new apartment. One item 
that is desperately needed is window 
air conditioners. Anyone who wishes to 
donate an air conditioner, bed linens or 
towels may drop them off at St. Luke’s 
Church’s basement, Route 100, Somers 
NY.  Hours of drop-off are Monday and 
Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 
from2 to-4:30 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday from 9 a. m. to 4:30 p.m. Please 
leave your name and address so we may 
thank you. Info:  914-277-4822.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 021814

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. 
Contents of homes, businesses, vehi-
cles and real estate. Bid NOW! AAR-
auctions.com Lights, Camera, Auc-
tion. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-
4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  
We offer free towing and your dona-
tion is 100% tax deductible.  Call 315-
400-0797 Today!

classic cars WantEd
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 
Cadillacs. Especially 1959ís & any 
convertibles. Will consider Buicks, 
Chevrolets & other makes & models. 
(Finders fee paid) †Call/Text Steve @ 
315- 863- 1600 or Email: eldo1959@
live.com

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested di-
vorce papers prepared. Includes poor 
person application/waives govern-
ment fees, if approved. One signa-
ture required. Separation agreements 
available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

HElp WantEd
LIFEguARD FDR StAtE PARk In 
YORktOWn is now accepting appli-
cations for summer lifeguards. Must 
have current certifications in Red 
Cross Waterfront Lifeguard, FA, CPR, 
AED, must pass the NY State Parks 
LG Exam. Must be at least 16 years old 
& able to work full/part-time. $15.48/
hr. Apply in person. 

HAIR DRESSER with some follow-
ing to  join our team. Yorktown Hts. 
914-220-2308. 

gOt AVOn? JOIn AVOn! Become 
an Avon Independent Sales Representa-
tive Free Website, work your own hours. 
Contact Laura with questions to find out 
more: Shop online @ www.youravon.
com/lauraw125 Call: 203-942-3738 or 
email @ laura_avon@outlook.com 

AIRLInES ARE HIRIng! Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qual-
ified- Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOuR BuILDIng SHIFtED 
OR SEttLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, lev-
eling, foundation and wood frame 
repairs at 1-800-OLD-BARN. www.

woodfordbros.com. "Not applicable in 
Queens county"

land WantEd
3 COuntY LAnD LIQuIDAtIOn! 
uPStAtE nY 21 tRACtS, 5-147 
acres from $14,900 Southern TIER- 
CATSKILL MOUNTAINS- CAPI-
TAL REGION! State Land, Ponds, 
Views! Special financing & incentives 
until 2/23! Call for free info packet: 
(888)905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.
com

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

music instruction 
PIAnO LESSOnS In YOuR HOME. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  
I  teach all levels and ages, beginners  
welcome. $35. Please call Scott Pol-
lack  at 914-235-5416 or email spol-
lack@westnet.com 

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate 
or State Income Taxes ,minutes to 
Atlantic Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.
beach-cove.com. Limited seasonal 
rentals

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold 
& Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to 
your home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-
959-3419

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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February 18 - February 24, 2014                                                                                             SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                          SPORTS SECTION

Somers G Gabby Rosenzweig splits a pair of  Lakeland defenders (Danielle Stabile and Colleen Walsh) as she makes a break for the 
rack in the seventh-seeded Tuskers’ 37-33 Section 1 Class A opening-round win over the 10th-seeded visiting Hornets last Sunday. 
Somers moved on to face No.2 Magnus in Wednesday’s quarterfinal with a berth for the Final 4 and the Westchester County Center 
on the line... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook

Not too 
Shabby, 
Gabby!

No.7 Somers 
Survives No.10 

Lakeland, 
37-33

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO
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Put Valley, Mahopac, Somers, Panas, Croton Still Kicking

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Good times, bad times… you know 
we had our share in this neck of the 
woods as the Section 1 Boys’ Basketball 
Tournaments tipped off at a gymnasium 
near you last weekend. When the snow 
finally stopped falling sometime last 
Saturday, local ballers threw down the 
gauntlet to mixed reviews after a two-
day delay to the start of the tournament. 
State-ranked Class B Putnam Valley and 
Class AA Mahopac represented Putnam 
County in fancy fashion, each advancing 
to their respective quarterfinals, each a 
win away from a Final Four berth and a 
trip to the Mecca; the Westchester County 
Center.

No.12 Somers, a Class A bracket-buster, 
also advanced to the quarters after taking 
out No.5 Saunders Sunday, and No.2 
Panas did similarly by taking out No.15 
Riverside, 70-53, as the good times rolled 
for the aforementioned clubs. 

But the be-all-end-all Peekskill Red 
Devils were sent packing in a stunning 
60-57 outbracket loss to No.24 Sleepy 
Hollow in NYS Hall of Fame Coach 
Lou Panzanaro’s final game on the Red 
Devil bench. Panzanaro joined outgoing 
Brewster Coach John Martino on the list 
of coaching deans to go out without the 
fanfare they deserved, as the Bears were 
also bounced in outbracket fashion from 
the Class A field, as was Hen Hud and 
Lakeland.

Yorktown (6-12) was rocked both on 
and off the court as the 16th-seeded 
Huskers were saddened by the shocking 

news of both the resignation 
of Coach Chris Caputi on the 
eve of the tournament and 
their outbracket bashing at the 
hands of No.17 North Rockland. 
Caputi claims to have stepped 
down for: “For personal family 
reasons”, but those that know 
the situation claim the Yorktown 
administration has discovered 
an issue they did not particularly 
like, nor could ignore. Caputi 
would not comment any further 
on the matter when pressed for 
comment, and the school district 
will not comment on personnel 
matters.

So, yeah, we had some good 
times on the hardwood, but the 
bad was pretty dang bad in our 
little corner of the world, but 
the good always outweighs the 
bad; see Somers, Mahopac and 
Haldane, which has both its boys’ 
and girls’ teams alive in their 
respective tournaments. Here’s 

your recap of the events.
CLASS AA

No. 5 Mahopac 60, No. 12 Suffern 53
Mahopac senior F Ryan Simone scored 

23 points and collared nine rebounds 
while going 10-fo-10 from the line in the 
fourth quarter. Senior guard R.J. Martinez 
filled the stat sheet as well with 17 points, 
eight rebounds, five assists and four steals 
for the 16-3 Indians. 

With Suffern storming back in an 
extremely physical game, Mahopac shot 
16 of 17 from the free throw line in the 
fourth quarter to earn a spot in the 
quarterfinals against No. 4 host Fox Lane 
at 6 p.m. seeking an unprecedented fourth 
straight trip to the County Center. Senior 
G Glen Janik hit 3 of 4 from the stripe 
down the stretch to ice it.

“I feel great, can’t wait till next game,” 
Simone said. “We’ll be hungry for Fox 
Lane… we’re going over there, but we’re 
feeling good about it.

Four All-Section players will be 
featured and will go head-to head: Simone 
vs. Andrew Redhead and Martinez vs. 

James Morales.
“It’s a great match-up,” Simone said. 

“There are great matchups all over the 
court, so we’ll see who comes out on top.”

Mahopac boss Kevin Downes, as 
respected as he is fiery, believes his 
Indians are up to the task after a tough test 
from Suffern.

“That’s as tough a first-round matchup 
as we’ve had the last few years,” Downes 
admitted, “and it showed. We spend a lot 
of time at the line in practice, we work on 
it, so I was happy we came through. It’s 
about composure and that helped us close 
it out.

“Fox Lane is going to be a great game,” 
he added. “(Coach) Chris (Violante) and 
I are really good friends, we scrimmage 
each other every year, so our kids know 
their kids and they know us. They play 11 
kids and they’re a great team and that’s a 
tough place to play, but we’ll get ready for 
them.”

@FOXTAPE vs. @Maniacs ought to be 
a sideshow in and of itself in the bleachers, 
so long as the Mahopac Maniacs make the 
trek, which Downes is counting on.  

No.6 Spring Valley 71, No.11 Carmel 62
Spring Valley came back from a six-

point deficit at the end of the third quarter 
to end the Rams’ season at 9-10.
CLASS A

No.12 Somers 48, No.21 Lakeland 32; 
Somers 54, No.5 Saunders 51

Somers G and birthday boy Conor 
Cousin had his stroke going early and 
often in a 48-32 dismantling of visiting 
Lakeland last Saturday in an outbracket 
game. Cousin hit three 3’s in the first 
quarter, part of a game-high 17-point 
barrage he would lay on the 21st-seeded 
Hornets (5-14), who played like a five-win 
team with just 12 points in the first half. 
Big Max Parks added 11 points for the 
Tuskers.

Against Saunders, point guard Marr 
Moros led Somers (10-10) with 15 points. 
Parks chipped in a dozen while Cousin 
added 10 and Josh Riger had eight. Riger 
hit a put- back to extend Somers’ lead to 
53-47 with 0:42 to go and Parks added 
a key late bucket for Somers, who will 
visit No.4 Harrison Wednesday with a 
County Center Final 4 berth on the line, 
what would be their first since the Derek 
Hyra/Willie Dietrich-led Tuskers did so 
on March 5, 1992, in a semifinal loss to 
Brewster.

Tusker Nation will have to travel down 
to Harrison (15-4) to support the club, 
and, boy, will they need them.

No. 2 Panas 70, No. 15 Riverside 53
Panas Coach Shawn Sullivan has 

preached balance all season and his 
Panthers (15-4) delivered just that in their 
opening-round win when Tom Parrish, 
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Tusker Conor Cousin drops an easy hoop on Lakeland in Somers’ rout of  Hornets last Saturday.

Suffern did its best to stop the beast, Mahopac’s Ryan 
Simone, who dropped game-high 23 points in Sunday’s win 
over Mounties.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Tim McCauley, Brandon Collins and 
Tyler Mason all had 15 points apiece last 
Sunday. Tom Frost chipped in 10 points. 
The Panthers will host No. 7 Beacon (13-6) 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the quarterfinals.

“We played a total team game against 
Riverside,” Coach Sully admitted. “That 
was the best passing and shooting 
performance I have ever seen a Panas team 
put on. This is the most unselfish team I 
have ever coached. This is a true team, all 
of our guys have one focus, winning!

One more win will get the Panthers to 
the County Center for just the third 
time since 1997.

“Beacon will bring out the best 
in us,” Sullivan said. “If we can slow 
them down and make shots we will 
be there at the end.”

No.24 Sleepy Hollow 60, No.9 
Peekskill 57

In the upset of the tournament 
thus far, the Red Devils (11-8) did 
the unthinkable, failing to make the 
field of 16 for what is believe to be the 
first time in Coach Lou Panzanaro’s 
fabled 31-year career.

“I just didn’t get them mentally 
prepared for a decent Sleepy team,” 
said Coach P, noting that he had no 
recollection of not making the field 
of 16 with the possible exception of 
the 1991-92 Red Devils. “I let them 
look past Sleepy to Byram Hills and 
we paid the price.”

Coach P’s job will now become 
one of the most coveted positions 
since NBA Commissioner David 
Stern retired (not really, but it will 
be a wild pursuit). There are factions 
in Peekskill pushing their agenda, so 

the administration will need 
due diligence to get it right. 
The future of this basketball-
crazed city lies in their hands.

No. 15 Riverside 49, No.17 
Brewster 40

Coach Martino ended his 
historic career on the road last 
Saturday as the No. 17 Bears 
(6-13) lost an outbracket game. 
Martino, part of the Brewster 
basketball program for 41 
years, saw Donnell Patterson 
score 14 points to lead the 
Bears while Kyle Ricciardi 
added 10 points.
CLASS B

Putnam Valley 57, 
Pleasantville 28

Senior G Zach Coleman 
may have played the finest 
game of his career last Sunday. 
The captain scored a game-
high 23 points and checked 
Pleasantville power forward 
Grieto all night long.

“Not many point guards 
can cover the other team’s best 
rebounder, but Coleman is 
special and I had no doubt he 
could handle a post player,” 

Coach McDonnell said.
PV senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac went 

for a double-double with 10 boards and 
12 points for the fourth-seeded Tigers 
(16-3), who will challenge No.5 Croton-
Harmon today for the right to go to the 
County Center for a second-straight year 
after never getting a whiff in 10 previous 
seasons. Put Valley G Ryan Basso added 
10 points.

The Tigers issued a mandate that 

featured great team defense and pressure; 
the results were beyond McDonnell’s 
wildest dreams as the Tigers held the 
13th-seeded Panthers to a program-low 
five first-half points.

“Zach Nolan shut down their top 
scorer Maloney,” McDonnell said. “Nolan 
sets the energy level and 
physical players like Kevin 

Fitzsimmons and James 
Fitzgerald match that 
energy. Jelani owned the 
defensive paint and Zack 
Coleman kept their power 
forward, Grieto off the 
glass. Sophomores Kevin 
Gallagher (2 points) and 
Harrison Deegan kept the 
defensive pressure on the 
Pleasantville backcourt all 
night.”

Croton-Harmon 60, 
Bronxville 53

No. 5 Croton saw Peter 
Dinger post a career game 
by filling the stat sheet 
across the board against 
the 12th-seeded Broncos. 
The Tiger F had 19 points, 
six rebounds and six 
assists while sophomore 
G Teejay Searight did 
similarly with a 13- point, 
five-rebound, five-assists 
and five-steal effort for 
the Tigers (16-3) who will 
visit No. 4 Putnam Valley 

on Tuesday at 7 p.m. in 
the quarterfinals.
NWE/Putnam Top Five 

No.1 Mahopac – 
It was clear to me in 
the scrimmage that 
Mahopac had PV’s 
number, though I don’t 
think Tigers put best 
foot forward that day. 
The thought here is 
Mahopac puts its best 
foot forward and finds a 
way to upend Fox Lane 
in a war of wills, 57-55.

No.2 Putnam Valley 
– Based on beating 
Lakeland twice, Tigers 
get the nod over Panas, 
who inexplicably split 
with Lakeland. We’ll 
take PV to defeat 
Croton, 54-49.

No.3 Panas – Got 
their hands full with 
Beacon this week. The 
Bulldogs are dirty, but 
the Panthers are so 
resilient.

No.4 Somers – 
This is where we had 
the Tuskers for long 
stretches this season, 
only to be disheartened 

by their inconsistency. Playing their best 
in 2nd season, though. Parks has been a 
necessary presence.

No.5 Croton – Perhaps I’m 
underestimating the Tigers but I don’t 
think they have enough in the tank to 
deep 6 Put Valley.

Put Valley F Jelani Bell-Isaac soars over two Panther defenders 
in Tigers’ win over P’Ville Sunday.

Putnam Valley’s James Fitzgerald takes a run at rim in Tigers’ 57-28 
Class B sectional win over Pville Sunday.

Lakeland’s Matt de Marte puts a block on Somers’ Luke Duris in 
Tuskers’ win over Hornets last Saturday.

Mahopac G R.J. Martinez sends a pass into low post where Ryan 
Simone turned it into points in Indians’ 60-53 win over Suffern 
Sunday.
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Somers Holds on to Oust Lakeland; Peekskill Outlasts Jay in OT
By A.J. Martelli

If the first round of the Section 1 playoffs 
proved anything, it’s that no lead is safe. 
Ask the No. 7 SOMERS Tuskers, and 
they’ll probably agree. Their game Sunday 
vs. visiting No. 10 LAKELAND seemed 
in the bag when they led 21-12 at the half. 
But things are rarely what they seem in the 
postseason, as Lakeland made it a game 
again in the fourth, turning a laugher into 
a nail-biter. Somers had just enough to 
hang on, however, advancing to the Class 
A quarterfinals with a 37-33 win over the 
Hornets.

According to Nicole DeMase and Gabby 
Rosenzweig, Lakeland has a reputation 
for being a thorn in Somers’ side, and the 
Hornets sure as heck confirmed it.

“I don’t know why, but we always seem 
to have a little trouble matching up with 
Lakeland,” said DeMase, who put up 
15 points to match the team-high with 
Kayleah McGuire. 

“We were sloppy at the beginning of the 
game, but we just stayed together and tried 
to keep pulling through. It was rough, but 
we did it.”

Rosenzweig (five points) expressed the 
same thoughts.

“Some teams you just don’t match 
up well against,” she said. “I think that’s 
how we are with Lakeland. Even if you’re 
a better team in the books or better in 
general, some teams – you just don’t match 
up well with them. It’s always a close game 
with them, but we’ll pick it up. We’re good.”

Entering the fourth quarter, the Tuskers 
led 30-18, but the Hornets kept pace and 
didn’t panic, cutting Somers’ lead down to 
35-30. After a Lakeland timeout coached 
by senior Kate Weldon, whose season was 
ended by a knee injury at Hen Hud on 

Jan. 31, Danielle Stabile hit a layup and 
was fouled. She then hit the free-throw to 
complete the and-1, making it 35-33 with 
27 seconds left to play. 

Lakeland was force fouled on the Tuskers’ 
ensuing possession, but missed both shots 
from behind the line, giving Lakeland 
another chance. The Hornets got down 
court but made a fatal error: called for a 
double dribble. On the turnover, DeMase 
was force fouled again, but bucketed her 
two free throws to seal the deal. 

“I was a little bit nervous (missing the 
first two free-throws), I don’t know what 
happened,” DeMase admitted. “I missed 
those two, but my teammates were really 
good about picking me up and telling me 
to take the next two, which really helped 
bring my confidence back.”

For Lakeland it was Stabile who led the 
way with nine points, while freshman 
Jordan Cotino and senior Nikki Kardias 
each netted six. Coach Steve Fallo 
mentioned how well his team played the 
entire season, even having to fight to get 
into the first round with a 53-48 outbracket 
win over Nyack on Saturday.

“This team has done it all year long,” 
he said. “They were playing without Kate 
and for Kate, because she was sitting out. 
Can’t be prouder of what they did. They 
played as hard as they could against a 
good Somers team. It could’ve went either 
way at the end; tough break on the double 
dribble. They played hard, we played hard, 
and as a coach that’s all you can ask for.”

Somers’ boss Kristi Dini thought 
her girls could have done a few things 
differently, though she’s happy the season 
will continue tomorrow vs. No. 2 Albertus 
Magnus – the team that eliminated the 
Tuskers with a win in overtime in last 
year’s quarterfinals.

“We’re trying to stay positive, because we 
got the win, but I’m not thrilled about the 
game,” she said. “We’re a better basketball 

team than that. I thought we missed 100 
layups, I thought our defense was pretty 
good but not as good as it usually is. But 
we showed toughness when things weren’t 
going our way, when they were creeping 
back. We were still able to pull it out, but 
we have to fix some stuff for the next game.”

Redemption is on the mind of the 
Tuskers and they are looking to right what 
happened last year.

“We’re pumped,” DeMase said. “We 
wound up losing to them (Magnus) by two 
or three in overtime last year, and we want 
redemption for what happened last year in 
their gym. We’re ready.”

As Somers bears down for its next 
challenge, the No. 4 PEEKSKILL lady Red 
Devils faced a serious test of their own 
Sunday in round one, against No. 13 John 
Jay-Cross River. The defending champion 
Red Devils and the Indians were tied 48-48 
after regulation, Cross River having missed 
its chance to win the game on free throws 
with roughly three seconds left to play. 

Yet the lady Red Devils were able to jump 
out in front in overtime, hanging on for a 
tight 62-59 first round win to keep their 
season going; their hopes of successfully 
defending the Class A chip still alive.

“There was so much back and forth; no 
big leads for either team,” said Peekskill 
Coach Rodney Headley, Jr. “The second 
half was a circus – a show, a good show 
back and forth. We went into the overtime 
with the whole mindset of, it must be our 
destiny to win, because in any other game 
we probably would’ve lost.

“John Jay had the game won; a chance 
to pull the biggest upset of the year and 
they missed both free-throws, and we 
pretty much controlled the overtime. We 
were pretty much up two or three points 
the whole time; took a lead and never gave  
it up.”

Sophomore Lanay Rodney was 
Peekskill’s leader with 28 points, seven of 
which were scored in the game-deciding 
overtime quarter. The lady Red Devils 
move on to tomorrow, when they host 
No. 5 Ardsley, a team Headley has never 
coached against.

“If it turns out that we win the sectional 
(title), it was meant to be, because if any 
team had a chance, it was that team, John 
Jay,” Headley said. “We were blessed by 
some other power; some other power kept 
us in that game. 

OSSINING, Class AA’s top seed, fired 
away at No. 16 CARMEL Sunday, winning 
81-29 in the first round. Jalay Knowles put 
on an offensive show with a double-double: 
26 points and 10 rebounds. Shadeen 
Samuels provided backup with 11 points.

“Out of 34 field goals scored today,” 
Pride Coach Dan Ricci said, “22 were 
assisted. We played as a team.”

To get to the first round, the Rams beat 
John Jay-East Fishkill 36-32 in the play-in 
game Saturday. The Pride will welcome a 
talented New Rochelle team (No. 8 seed) 
for the quarterfinal round.

In other Class AA action Sunday, No. 7 
MAHOPAC picked up a 69-49 win over 
No. 10 Scarsdale – a significant win for 
‘Pac, considering they lost to Scarsdale 
in the championship round of Scarsdale’s 
own tourney at the start of the season.

“I thought the first time we played them 
– it was our second game and we made 
some silly mistakes,” said Mahopac Coach 
Chuck Scozzafava. “We ended up losing to 
them only 62-59 the first time, so I thought 
we could play with them, I just thought we 
had to come up with a different plan on 
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Tusker F Caite Opfer splits the difference 
between four Hornets in Somers’ 37-33 win over 
Lakeland Sunday.

Somers F Kayleah McGuire was a match-up 
nightmare for Lakeland’s Danielle Stabile, Nikki 
Kardias and the Hornets in 37-33 Tusker win 
Sunday.

Mahopac G Carly Pease lets fly a runner in 
Indians’ win over Scarsdale Sunday in Class AA 
tourney.

Somers’ Megan McHugh takes on Lakeland’s 
Ellie Dineen-Carey in Tuskers’ 37-33 Class A 
sectional win over Hornets Sunday.
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Somers Holds on to Oust Lakeland; Peekskill Outlasts Jay in OT Brewster Senior Grappler Gioielli Goes Out on Top

October 8 - October 14, 2013 The Putnam Examiner2A

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Class A Grid Notebook
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By Tony Pinciaro
WEST NYACK – Fox Lane senior Ben 

Ettlinger was a Section 1 place finisher in 
his first three varsity wrestling seasons, but 
the veteran wanted more this time around.

Ettlinger wanted to extend his senior 
year on the mat an additional two weeks. 
He achieved his goal and, by doing so, 
booked a trip to Albany.

Ettlinger registered a 5-2 win over 
Roy C. Ketcham’s Danny Murphy in the 
145-pound final at the Section 1 Large 
School Wrestling State Qualifier. His 
victory ensured him a berth in the New 
York State Public High School Athletic 
Association Wrestling Championships at 
the Times-Union Center in Albany, March 
Feb. 28-March 1.

Ettlinger is one of three D-I grapplers 
from the Examiner coverage area to qualify 
by winning a sectional title. Brewster senior 
Gino Gioielli, the 170-pound champion, 
and Byram Hills’ junior Jon Errico, the 
120-pound titlist, are automatic qualifiers. 
Errico recorded his 100th victory in the 
final and in doing so became Byram Hills’ 
first sectional champ.

“I told myself I wasn’t going to lose,” 
said Ettlinger, who finished sixth twice and 
third. “I have been working hard, every 

day for this. I wanted to win this more than 
anything.”

Ettlinger, now 37-4 this season, helped 
Fox Lane finish second in the team 
standings behind repeat champion North 
Rockland. The Foxes accumulated 113.5 
points and had three runners-up in senior 
Brandon Fay (106 pounds), junior Frank 
Surace (152) and eighth-grader Matt 
Grippi (120). Sophomore Jon Clune (195) 
finished third.

Bear Gioielli stamped his ticket to 
Albany with a 12-1 major decision over 
New Rochelle’s Demetrious Rodriguez. 
The top-seeded Gioielli, now 43-2 this 
season, was looking forward to sectionals, 

especially after his junior year 
resulted in a fifth-place finish.

“In eighth grade through 10th 
grade I missed sectionals because 
I was sick or hurt and last year I 
finished fifth, but I was not happy,” 
Gioielli said. “I felt I was a better 
wrestler then what I showed last year, 
so I trained all summer at Iowa Style 
Wrestling School because I did not 
want to be denied this year.”

Gioielli had confidence in himself 
that he was a strong contender for 
a title. Following his fourth-place 

finish at the prestigious Eastern States 
Wrestling Classic in January, Gioielli 
said his wins over seeded wrestlers/high-
caliber competition gave him a greater 
sense of himself.

“It feels great,” said Gioielli of his 
championship win.

Brewster teammate Liam Erickson, a 
2013 sectional champ, was the runner-up 
at 138 pounds for the Bers, who finished 
ninth overall. North Rockland’s Matt 
Caputo scored a last-second takedown for 
a 3-1 win.

Somers’ senior Dom Celli closed out his 
senior year with a second-place finish at 
160 pounds and classmate Liam Heine was 

fourth at 152 for the Tuskers, who finished 
20th.

Lakeland/Panas had a strong showing, 
finishing 14th with 63 points and three 
top-six finishers. Chris Carlucci (152), 
Blake Cohen (145) and John DiDomenico 
(132) all advanced to the championship 
semifinals. Carlucci went on to place 
third while Cohen and DiDomenico were 
fourth.

Mahopac junior Ryan Delahanty placed 
second at 220, Mike Tartaglia (145) 
finished fifth and Liridon Hasanramaj 
(182) was sixth.

Carmel sophomore Kevin Knox reached 
the semifinals at 113 before losing to 
eventual champ Jay Albis of John Jay-East 
Fishkill. Knox rebounded with two wins to 
take third.

Team standings Top 20: 1. North 
Rockland 179.5; 2. Fox Lane 113.5; 3. 
Suffern 104; 4t. Arlington 94; John Jay-
East Fishkill 94; 6. New Rochelle 86.5; 
7. Clarkstown South 84; 8. Pearl River 
83; 9. Brewster 76; 10. RCK 70.5; 11. 
Mamaroneck 69; 12. Horace Greeley 66; 
13. Tappan Zee 65; 14. Lakeland/Panas 63; 
15. Mahopac 59; 16. Clarkstown North 52; 
17. Yonkers 50; 18. East Ramapo 46.5; 19. 
John Jay CR 46; 20. Somers 43

Grappling Notebook
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Brewster senior Gino Gioielli placed 1st in Section 1 at 
170 pounds.

Somers Holds on to Oust Lakeland; Peekskill Outlasts
continued from page 22
what we were going to do. We knew we 
couldn’t press them again, so we figured 
the best thing to do was to keep them in 
front of us and make them have to score 
from the outside. We felt we were stronger 
than them inside, so we knew we had to 
focus on that, and it seemed to work out 
well.”

The Indians showcased their offensive 
prowess with four players in double figures. 
Caroline Horan (17 points), Mairead 
Hynes (14 points), Alayne Felix (13 points) 
and Courtney McCormack (13 points) all 
led Mahopac to victory.

The Indians move on to play No. 2 
Lourdes in the quarters Thursday, a task 
the Indians are willing to handle.

“They’re going to be a good team,” 
Scozzafava said of Lourdes, last year’s 
AA runner-up. “They did a good job on 
Beacon; hammered them pretty good the 

last time they played them, so I imagine it’s 
going to be a good game.” 

While a number of teams are moving 
on in the Section 1 tournament across 
northern Westchester and Putnam, a few 
teams weren’t as lucky this past weekend. 
BREWSTER, No. 22 in Class A, was 
upended 63-52 by No.11 HENDRICK 
HUDSON in their outbracket game 
Saturday. The Sailors fell short on Sunday 
though, losing 55-46 to Sleepy Hollow – 
a tough way to end the week for Cassidy 
Boyle, who was named Con Ed Athlete of 
the Week.

Amber Feminella led the Sailors in 
the loss to Sleepy Hollow with 12 points, 
followed by Amy Glashoff with 11. 
Feminella feels, even though the season 
is over, her and her teammates worked as 
hard they could and turned a lot of heads 
in the process.

“I think coming into this season many 
people didn’t believe we could make it as 
far as we did,” she said. “But we didn’t allow 
that to bring us down.”

We worked hard on and off the court, 
and made sure that we would prove 
everyone wrong, which I believe we did – 
especially after beating Peekskill. I am very 
happy with the turnout, with us always 
being underdogs.” 

Class B’s No. 12 seed CROTON-
HARMON lost to North Salem, the No. 3 
seed, 39-21 Sunday, as the Tigers’ chance at 
an upset was cut short.

Finally YORKTOWN, Class AA’s No. 14 
seed, was eliminated Sunday evening after 
running into the hot Clarkstown South 
team (No. 3), the Huskers falling by the 
score of 69-45.

Mahopac’s Tara Ravoli beats her defender to 
baseline in Indians’ win over Scarsdale Sunday.
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Somers C Max Parks, a 6’9” paint presence, is met by Lakeland F Kevin Cahill, who despite this terrific effort to 
contain, was no match for Parks and the 12th-seeded Tuskers, who posted a 48-32 win over No.21 Lakeland last 
Saturday, which they followed up with a bracket-busting 54-51 triumph of  No.5 Saunders last Sunday. Somers will 
now travel to No.4 Harrison this Wednesday with a Class A Final 4 berth and a trip to the County Center on the line... 
see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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No.12 Somers 
Foils No.21 
Lakeland, 
No.5 Saunders 
en Route to 
Quarters

Parks & 
Wrecked!


