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By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown Supervisor Michael Grace 

warned his fellow board members they 
could be held personally liable for legal 
damages if they vote against issuing a 
special permit for a proposed facility for 
recovering alcohol and substance abuse 
addicts on Underhill Avenue.

While emphatically expressing his sup-
port for the town’s first sober home dur-
ing a work session that followed a regular 
meeting at Town Hall last week, Grace 
told councilmen Terrence Murphy and 
Vishnu Patel and newly elected Coun-
cilwoman Susan Siegel he would not set 
aside $250,000 from the town’s coffers to 

defend in court a denial of a three-year 
special permit Compass Westchester 
needs to have as many as 14 individuals 
live together for between 30 to 60 days to 
continue on a path to sobriety. 

“I don’t see any downside to this at all. I 
see this as a group of people committed to 
sobriety. I think it’s a wonderful statement 
for this town that we will embrace them,” 
Grace said. “A denial is an easy thing to pan-
der to a voting block. You are going into very 
dangerous territory. The elephant in the 
room is this is a sober living home for recov-
ering addicts. Once you decide to pull out a 
group of people with certain characteristics, 

continued on page 2

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths
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Parade of Lights
the third annual holiday lights Parade was held in downtown yorktown Sunday evening as 
spectators and participants braved the frigid temperatures to enjoy some holiday cheer, and much 
welcomed hot chocolate following a tree lighting at Jack DeVito Memorial Field. For more photos, see 
page 9.

Joe Panik gave George Washington elementary 
School Principal tracy norman an autographed 
photo for the school. 

Grace Warns Board 
Members About 
Vote on Sober Home

By Rick Pezzullo
A World Series champion made a sur-

prise visit Friday to the elementary school 
where his interest in baseball began.

Joe Panik, a rookie starting second base-
man for the San Francisco Giants, who de-
feated the Kansas City Royals in October, 
returned to George Washington Elemen-
tary School in Mohegan Lake. Panik at-
tended the Lakeland School District school 
through the fourth grade.

Sporting a Shrub Oak Athletic Club 
jersey, Panik, 23, spoke to students in an 
assembly, visited classrooms and pre-
sented Principal Tracy Norman with an 
autographed photo of himself holding the 

World Series trophy for the school. Nor-
man did not return a phone message seek-
ing comment on Panik’s visit.

Panik started his baseball career in the 
SOAC at about five years old.  Of the thou-
sands of kids over the years who have put 
on a uniform in the SOAC, Panik is the 
first to make it to the Major Leagues. While 
in the SOAC, Panik played shortstop and 
pitched. His family moved to Hopewell 
Junction when he was 10.

“Dreams do come true,” said SOAC 
President Steve Rosen, a Lakeland Board of 
Education trustee who has led the SOAC 
for the last 13 years and has been involved 
with the organization for about 40 years. 

“He was the best athlete to ever come 
through here that I have seen, no doubt.”

He went on to star at John Jay High 
School, where as a senior he set three Class 
AA state records in hits, runs and doubles. 
He also shined at St. John’s, hitting .370 for 
his career, which ranks him second in the 
history of the university. He was selected 
29th in the 2011draft by the Giants and was 
called up in June.

In 73 games with the Giants, Panik hit 
.305 and finished second in on-base per-
centage among rookies. He had many key 
hits in the playoffs, including a home run 
in Game 5 of the National League Cham-
pionship Series.

World Series Champion Makes Surprise Visit to Lakeland School

Tis’ the Season for 
Holiday Specials

Pages 13-15
See Sports
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does that stand constitutionally?”
In July, the Yorktown Zoning Board of 

Appeals supported a written opinion by 
Building Inspector John Winter that the 
proposed facility at 425 Underhill Av-
enue fell under the definition of a “con-
valescent home.”

The majority of the ZBA denied an ap-
peal from neighbors Linda Gironda and 
Al French that the sober home did not fit 
the criteria of either a convalescent home 
or a nursing home, which are treated the 
same in the town’s Zoning Code and, 
therefore, it should not be allowed to be 
considered for a special permit. That de-
cision is being appealed in state court.

Siegel, who was sworn into office last 
Tuesday to fill the final 13 months of 
former Councilman Dave Paganelli’s un-
expired 13-month term, questioned the 

Town Board’s authority to issue a special 
permit. Town Attorney Jeannette Koster 
stated in her opinion case law was be-
hind the Town Board.

In addition, Siegel maintained there 
were many “deficiencies and inconsist-
encies” in the submission materials from 
Compass Westchester that warranted a 
denial of the permit.

“I’m not voting for a plan that has defi-
ciencies,” Siegel said. “Standards have to 
be met first, not as part of a condition.”

Murphy, who was elected to the state 
Senate last month and will be leaving 
the board at the end of the year, didn’t 
outright say what direction he was lean-
ing in but did make a few statements in 
opposition to a sober home-type facility 
being able to operate in any residential 
neighborhood in town.

“We have to set some parameters to 
where these homes can exist,” Murphy 
said. “That’s crazy that a single-family 
home you can do whatever you want.”

Patel said he has many reservations 
about the sober home project and took 
exception with Grace, an attorney, lec-
turing the board.

“Why are you threatening me? My 
mother never gave me so many ser-
mons,” Patel remarked.

After a spirited discussion, the board 
instructed Koster to prepare two sepa-
rate resolutions, one approving the sober 
home permit and one denying it, for its 
consideration at a future meeting.

Grace Warns Board Members About Vote on Sober Home

A sign of change... coming this December.

www.RiverTownsRealty.com

Introducing
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices.

River Towns Real Estate

Croton Office
914-271-3300

Good to know.
Peekskill Office
914-739-5300

TM

Arthur Weeks and Son 
Jewelers Opens First 
Online Store

After being in business for 118 years 
with a brick and mortar storefront in 
downtown Peekskill, Arthur Weeks and 
Son Jewelers has opened its first online 
store, according to fourth generation 
owner John Weeks. The new store’s on-
line address, just in time for the holidays, 
is www.arthurweeksjewelers.com. 

“We know the trend in the jewelry 
business is for customers to browse on-
line and then come into the store and see 
the jewelry in person. We now offer our 
customers a seamless buying experience, 
whether they want to buy online or in the 
store, or some combination of both dur-
ing this busy holiday season,” said Weeks. 

The retail store, located at 942 South 
Street in Peekskill, offers a wide selection 
of diamond rings, pendants, bracelets and 
earrings as well as lustrous pearls, color 
gem stones or unique sterling silver pieces.

“We are on a first name basis with many 
of our customers and have shared many of 
their most memorable moments, genera-
tion after generation. Quality, integrity, and 
dedication to customer service have been 
hallmarks of Arthur Weeks and Son Jewel-
ers since 1896 and we take great pride in 
maintaining our values of honesty and in-
tegrity.  We especially enjoy seeing our cus-
tomers during the holidays,” said Weeks. 

Weeks attributes the century-plus suc-
cess of his family’s retail jewelry store to 
his great-grandfather, grandfather, fa-
ther, and mother all of whom worked in 
the family business and all of whom were 
focused on providing personalized cus-
tomer service.  John’s father, Doug, met 
his mother when she came to work at the 
store as a sales associate in 1954. They 
were married in 1955 and continued to 
work side-by-side until their retirement. 

continued from page 1
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Childcare As It 
Should Be!

GRAND OPENING EVENT
Saturday, December 13th

10:00am - 2:00pm

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • PRE-K • KINDERGARTEN • BEFORE/AFTER CARE • SUMMER CAMP

10% OFF TUITION RATES

childrenofamerica.com or find us on        &        .

MOHEGAN LAKE   914-930-6084
3093 East Main Street

Mohegan Lake, NY 10547

.

By Rick Pezzullo
The Peekskill Common Council voted 

along party lines in adopting a $53 million 
2015 city budget last week that includes a 
2.26% tax increase for property owners.

The four-member Democratic major-
ity overruled Mayor Frank Catalina and 
his two Republican colleagues in approv-
ing the spending plan. The council was 
united in passing a $1.45 million capital 
improvements plan budget that just sets 
a ceiling on what the city can spend on 
vehicles, equipment and other capital ex-
penses if the council sees fit.

Two weeks ago, the council unani-
mously voted not to exceed the state 
mandated 2.26% tax cap, even though 
Catalina and Councilman Vincent Vesce 
maintained the budget contained unreal-
istic projections and would result in the 
city operating with a deficit for the eighth 
consecutive year.

They reiterated those reasons last week 
when voting against what Comptroller 
Ann Maestri called a “scary” budget, and 
put the Democrats and City Manager 
Anthony Ruggiero on notice they would 
be held responsible for the “consequenc-
es” it will bring to the city next year.

“We have a fiduciary responsibility to 
pass budgets that are structurally sound 
and balanced. Unfortunately, the spend-

ing plan in this budget is far more than 
the revenue can support and it is destined 
to result in yet another deficit,” Catalina 
said. “Years of indiscriminate spending 
and raiding the fund balance have taken 
its toll on the city’s financial condition. 
We must stop the madness and deal with 
our financial situation honestly.”

“I assumed this office on a promise to 
restore the fiscal health and integrity of 
this city and this budget does neither. It 
continues, virtually unabated, the reckless 
policies of previous administrations with-
out apparent awareness or regard of the 
dire situation we face,” Catalina added.

Vesce and Councilman Joe Torres said 
“in good conscience” they couldn’t sup-
port a “reckless” budget that is a “disserv-
ice” to residents.

“Our citizens deserve better,” Torres 
said. “To suggest that this budget is bal-
anced and is the best we can come up 
with as the governing body of this city is 
simply not accurate. It is more important 
for us to be upfront with people and tell 
them the truth about the situation this 
city is in than to play politics by passing a 
fairy tale budget.”

Deputy Mayor Drew Claxton took ex-
ception with some of Catalina’s remarks 
and criticized him for not offering any 
solutions.

“If you disagreed with the budget you 
could raise taxes or cut costs. You didn’t 
put on the table any suggestions to cut 
costs,” Claxton remarked. “If you do be-
lieve this is an unbalanced budget, you 
could have offered additional cuts and 
you didn’t.”

In an earlier work session, Claxton 
suggested a budget committee be estab-
lished to oversee funding and spending 

in the budget, starting January 1, an idea 
Vesce said he supported but came “so late 
in the game.”

Taxes for about 60% of residents in 
Peekskill who are property owners will 
rise approximately $47 for homes with 
an average assessment of $8,700.  Also 
included in the budget is an increase in 
parking meters to $1 per hour and in-
creases in water and sewer rates.

Split Council Adopts 2015 Peekskill Budget with 2.2% Tax Hike

lakeland  copper beech Middle School recently collected more than 1,000 pounds of  food 
that was donated to the Food bank of  Westchester. the original goal of  the PbiS (Positive 
behavioral interventions and Supports) committee was to collect 300 pounds. “Students were 
highly involved in all aspects of  the food drive,” said Principal Robert bergmann.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Yorktown Lions Club donated 

$1,000 to the Deacon’s Food Pantry of 
Yorktown’s First Presbyterian Church 

this past Thanksgiving and purchased 
$500 in gifts for the Yorktown Toys for 
Tots program.

The Deacon’s Food Pantry initially did 

not have the resources to provide turkeys 
for all their clients. Upon hearing about the 
situation, the Yorktown Lions, along with 
Polymedco, a Yorktown business, stepped 
up to help the congregation so 170 turkeys 
could be distributed to needy families.

Meanwhile, the Lions also made a con-
tribution to the Yorktown Toys for Tots 
chapter, which maintains more than 30 
collection boxes, along with weekend 
tables at the Jefferson Valley Mall, Toys 
R Us and BJ’s Wholesale Club. Toys are 

given out at the Deacon’s Food Pan-
try, the Community Food Pantry at St. 
Mary’s in Mohegan Lake, and Yorktown 
HeadStart.

For more information on Toys for Tots, 
contact Bill Lewis, Northern Westches-
ter/Putnam Toys for Tots coordinator at 
(845) 528-7987 or blbb64usmc@yahoo.
com. For more information on the York-
town Lions, which were founded in 1960, 
contact Martin Scatola at (914) 309-2036 
or visit www.yorktownlions.com.

Stop by the Hudson Valley 
Gateway Chamber of Com-
merce at 1 S. Division Street in 
Peekskill

to enter into a free raffle to 
win $200 in free toys!  

Toys include: Monopoly & 
Clue, “Frozen” Scrabble game 
& Scrabble Flash, Hot Wheels 
Hyper Wheels & Flash Drifter, 
Disney Cinderella and Elsa 
Dolls, Log Building Fun Set, 
US Express H.O. train set, 
Spaceship Laser Tag, John 
Deere Gear Force Off-Road 
ATV, My First Dump Truck 
and School Bus, Fashion Bag 
Activity Kit, Play-Doh Sparkle 
Set, Discovery Kids Play Tent.

The raffle drawing will be held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, December 20 at the 
Paramount Hudson Valley prior to the 

start of the Colonial Nutcracker. Win-
ner need not be present. The Chamber is 
open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

4         

825 S. Lake Blvd • Mahopac, NY 10541  • 845.621.5200
www.illaghettorestaurant.com

Find us on FACEBOOK & Instagram

Special menu now through the holidays
Exclusive Wine Menu 

Christmas Eve Menu
Assorted Seafood Delight

Call for New Years Reservations
Party Room available • Gift certifi cates

Our off er to you...
Buy $100 gift certifi cate,

Get $50 gift certifi cate FREE *
off er expires 12- ??-14 

Come Celebrate the Holidays with us!

B&W

4-Color

OR

Yorktown Lions Donate to Food Pantry, Toys for Tots

HV Gateway Chamber of Commerce 
Raffling Over $200 of Toys, Activities

16
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Since you’re going to be hearing the name a lot as the fine
quality real estate company moves to Number One spot in
New York, please know that its name is pronounced:

And if you want to want to know
how to say, “My home is sold,” 
call Bill at (cell) 914.522.2076 

“RAY - VIS”

A Public Service Announcement by
Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru”

“RAY - VIS”

Not “Ra-vee-ass,”
Not “Ra - vees,”
Not “Raa - vice,” 
Not “Ree - vase,” but

William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate Sales-
person who works from the Yorktown Heights office of 
William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce St.,York-
town Heights, NY., 914.245.0460, www.raveis.com.

How To Pronounce
William Raveis

(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-5

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 23

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 18”
Decorated ................................. $28
Undecorated ............................. $20

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

By Rick Pezzullo
It appears it won’t be an easy task to 

fill two vacancies on the Yorktown Town 
Board.

The four sitting board members sparred 
last week after newly elected Council-
woman Susan Siegel suggested the board 
vote in early January to appoint two mem-
bers instead of holding a special election, 
an option given overwhelmingly by voters 
to the board last month.

Siegel recommended that she and 
Councilman Vishnu Patel be able to 
choose one board member and Super-
visor Michael Grace choose the other. 
That, theoretically, would give Siegel and 
Patel, both Democrats, the voting edge 
on the board.

“Both appointees would serve the exact 
same time and both would be free to run 
in November for the full four-year term 
or the unexpired part of Councilman 
Murphy’s term,” Siegel explained. “Nei-
ther appointee would have an advantage 
over the other and the Town Board could 
immediately begin to focus on the many 
tasks that need to get done. It’s a win-win 
situation for all concerned.”

Siegel was elected in a special election 
last month to serve the last 13 months of 
former Councilman and current High-
way Superintendent Dave Paganell’s 
unexpired term. Councilman Terrence 

Murphy was elected to the state Senate, 
so his seat, with three years remaining, 
will be vacant as of January 1. The other 
vacancy was created by the retirement 
of Councilman Nick Bianco in October. 
His seat has one year left.

Next November, four board seats will 
be up for grabs, including Grace’s su-
pervisor post. Only Patel will be able to 
watch from the sidelines since he has 
three years remaining on his current 
term.

“I think we’re all in agreement that the 
sooner we have a full board, the better it 
will be for the town,” Siegel said.

Not so fast, according to Grace, who 
said he wasn’t interested in cross trad-
ing, noting he had nominated Rich Cam-
panaro, who ran on the same ticket as 
Patel and Bianco in 2013, and former 
Town Justice Ilan Gilbert, a Democrat, 
earlier this year to fill Paganelli’s seat but 
was rejected by Bianco and Patel.

“It makes my head spin. This is par-
tisan politics that gets everyone infuri-
ated,” Grace remarked. “This is not horse 
trading. This is the town’s business.”

Murphy was equally critical of Siegel’s 
suggestion, especially coming a few 
weeks after 75% of voters supported the 
special election option.

“This is absolutely disgraceful,” Mur-

phy said. “This is unbelievable. I can’t be-
lieve you would even suggest this.”

Murphy and Grace both made separate 
motions to schedule a special election 
for Bianco’s seat, but neither received the 
necessary third vote from either Siegel or 

Bianco.
Town Clerk Alice Roker tried to si-

lence the discussion on Murphy’s seat 
since she claimed the law said it was “in-
appropriate and illegal” to talk about it 
before a vacancy has occurred.

Yorktown Officials Spar Over Filling Board Vacancies

Photo by ViShnu Patel
Susan Siegel was sworn in by town clerk alice Roker last week after officially being declared the 
winner of a special election for a vacant seat on the yorktown town board formerly held by highway 
Superintendent Dave Paganelli.
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Route 6 • Mahopac, NY
845-628-0876

OPEN 24 Hrs •7 Days a Week
www.olympic-diner.com

(1 1/2 Lb & larger )

Now Open! Newly Renovated!
Join Us as we Celebrate our Re Opening!

 Saturday Dec. 13th 
9 am to 12 Noon 

Daily Breakfast Specials 
“Fun and healthy Choices” 

served with coffee and juice

Children’s Menu

Complete Seniors Menu 
starting at $9.95 
served Daily from 

2pm  to 5 pm“soup to dessert” 

Dinner Specials 
“Old Fashion Comfort Meals” 

NEW Pasta Sautees - 
Fish- Chicken-Steak 

Breakfast with Santa!

Fresh 
Broil 

Lobsters 
& Fresh 

Seafood 
Daily

Take out 
available

Private 
Party 
Room

Gift 
Certificates 

New!
“Fun and healthy Choices” 

served with coffee and juice

Complete Seniors Menu 

“Old Fashion Comfort Meals” “Old Fashion Comfort Meals” 

Daily Breakfast Specials 
“Fun and healthy Choices” 

served with coffee and juice

Complete Seniors Menu 
New!

Special 
Martini 
Festival 
 2 pm to 

10 pm
$4.99 

Martinis!

Dr. Andrew Frishman
149 Route 202 & Lovell St. 

Somers, NY 10589
914-248-6220

www.progressive-vet.com

$25 OFF First Exam (in office only, 
not to be used for house calls or emergencies)

Conventional and Holistic 
Advanced Veterinary Care

 Happy Holidays  
from the staff at  

Progressive Animal Hospital

By Rick Pezzullo
A fire in an outdoor generator that 

was providing electrical power to Club 
Fit Jefferson Valley Wednesday morning 
forced the popular facility to be closed 
for a day.

Members and employees had to be 
evacuated about 9 a.m. on Wednesday. 
No injuries were reported. The club reo-
pened on Thursday.

According to Club Fit Jefferson Val-

ley General Manager Lynne Welling, the 
exercise and recreational club has been 
plagued with power problems over the 
last two months.

“The issue and resolution has been 
complex,” Welling explained in a Face-
book post to members. “We have made 
it a priority to keep our membership 
updated every step of the way. Occa-
sionally these efforts were thwarted 
due to circumstances beyond our con-

trol.”
Welling noted the club not only re-

paired existing power lines but installed 
new lines in an effort to prevent any fu-
ture outages. While waiting for the new 
lines to be connected to an energy sup-
plier a generator was brought in as a tem-
porary measure.

“We share the same feelings of disap-
pointment and frustration as our mem-
bers over this situation,” Welling stated. 

“We are a resilient group and we will 
continue to be an organization that sup-
ports our community, opens our doors 
for those in need after other power out-
ages and storms, and will do our best to 
be there for our members in their times 
of need.”

As a gesture of appreciation for mem-
bers’ patience, Club Fit placed e-cash in 
their accounts for purchases in the facil-
ity.

Outdoor Generator Fire Causes Short Shutdown at Club Fit JV

By Neal Rentz
The Somers Town Board is moving for-

ward with the initial phases of plans to in-
stall new sidewalks.

The board is scheduled to approve the 
spending of $5,000 for engineering and 
landscaping architectural services when 
it meets on December 11. Following the 
December 4 work session, Supervisor Rick 
Morrissey said the firm that will be em-
ployed by the town has not been finalized.  

Morrissey said the town will not be re-
sponsible for the entire $5,000 cost of the 
services. Half of the cost will be paid for 
through a state grant and the town may 
qualify for the remaining $2.500 from the 
East Coast Greenway, Councilman Rich-
ard Clinchy said after last week’s meeting. 

As stated on its Web site, the Greenway 
is a non-profit alliance that “promotes 
the vision for connecting local trails into 
a continuous route, provides strategic as-
sistance for states, counties, and munici-
palities that build local trail sections, of-
ficially designates trails as part of the ECG 
trail system, posts signage, and makes 
maps and guides to facilitate use of the 
Greenway.”

The sidewalk project is being spearhead-
ed by the Somers Energy Environment 
Committee, chaired by Michael Blum. 
The committee has been working with the 
national Complete Streets program. The 
town is part of the program, which consists 
of 27 states and the District of Columbia. 
The committee wants Somers residents to 

be less dependent on their cars by having 
the town install new sidewalks and road 
lanes dedicated to biking. 

The ultimate goal of the committee 
would be to create three miles of sidewalks 
and bike lanes to connect Reis Park to the 
Somerstown Shopping Center.

Resident and former town board mem-
ber Maureen Devine said sidewalks should 
also be constructed in Somers’ Historic 
District. Committee member Mike Yee 
said the town could obtain grants for side-
walks for the whole town and the projects 
could be done in phases. One potential 
start of the new sidewalks initiative would 
be to have sidewalks constructed from Reis 
Park to Somers High School, Yee said. “We 
have to take baby steps,” he said.

Somers Moving Forward with Sidewalks Plans
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*See dealer for details.

All rebates included. Must qualify for rebates. Lease is 10k per year with $2999 down, plus 1st payment and bank fee. Must qualify for tier 1 credit. Residual:  Dart 5031/10730 .**Toy or Humane Society food donation 
must be a value of $30 or more. Due to the dietary needs of the dogs and cats at the Humane Society, animal food donations are available at our dealerships. Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 12/31/14.

Advertorial

Tax Savings to consider Before Year-End…(Part 2 of 2)
Save 

smartly 
for col-
lege. Placing 
money in 
a custodial 
account can 
save on 
taxes, but it 
can result in 
“kiddie tax-

es.” Using a state-sponsored 529 
college savings plan can make 
earnings completely tax free and 
lets you keep control over the 
money. If one child decides not 
to go to college, you can use the 
funds for another child. A state 
deduction is also available if you 
qualify.

Deduct loan interest paid by 
parents. When parents make 
payments on a child’s student 
loan, the child can claim a tax 
deduction for the interest, as 
long as the parents can’t claim 
that child as a dependent, even if 
that child doesn’t itemize.

Check your portfolio for tax 
savings. Review your taxable 
portfolio accounts for paper 
gains and losses. If you have a 
net loss so far, you have an op-
portunity to take some profit 
tax free. Alternatively, a net 
profit on previous sales can be 
offset by realizing losses on sales 
before the end of the year. (This 
strategy applies only to assets 
held in taxable accounts, not 
tax-deferred retirement accounts 
such as IRAs or 401(k) plans).

Beware the 50% tax pen-
alty. Taxpayers older than 70½ 
are required to take minimum 
withdrawals from their IRAs 
each year. Failing to do so, sub-
jects them to one of the toughest 
penalties in the tax law: the IRS 
claims 50% of the amount that 
should have come out of the ac-
count. 

Time self-employment in-
come. Those who run their own 
businesses have some flexibility 
at year-end. To push the receipt 

of income into the follow-
ing year, delay mailing bills to 
clients until late in December. 
Doing so will result in payment 
being received after December 
31. Or, pay business expenses 
before January 1 to lock in de-
ductions.

Home office rules. If you use 
part of your home regularly and 
exclusively for your business, 
you can qualify to deduct as 
home-office expenses some costs 
that are otherwise considered 
personal expenses. A new IRS 
rule makes it easier to claim this 
tax break. Instead of calculating 
individual expenses, you can 
claim a standard deduction of 
$5 for every square foot of office 
space, up to 300 square feet.

Cut compensation and boost 
dividends. Principals in closely 
held businesses may want to 
shift part of their compensation 
from salary (which is taxed in 
their top bracket) to dividends 
(which is taxed at a maximum 

15% rate). This can pay off if 
the corporation is in a low tax 
bracket, so the loss of the de-
duction for dividends paid is 
more than offset by the owner’s 
savings.

Fund a self-employed re-
tirement account. If you have 
your own business, you have 
several choices of tax-favored 
retirement accounts, including 
Simplified Employee Pensions 
(SEPs) and individual 401(k)s. 
Contributions cut your tax bill 
now while earnings grow tax-
deferred for your retirement.

Robert F. Joyce is a certified 
public accountant and financial 
planner located in Yorktown 
Heights, NY. Robert provides  
tax preparation services for  
individuals, businesses, trusts 
and estates, as well as book-
keeping services. Robert can 
be reached at 914-960-9285 or 
www.rfjoycecpa.com.
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Bakery Owner Beef with Peekskill Could 
Have Been Avoided

Government officials often talk about 
local businesses being the backbone of a 
community and for those businesses to 
survive they sometimes need a helping 
hand.

Homestyles Desserts bakery has been 
a mainstay in the Riverfront Green sec-
tion of Peekskill for 30 years, attracting 
customers from throughout the region 
through city roadways. Yet, when it came 
time for the city to construct a visitor’s 
center near the Lincoln Museum, right 
outside the door of Homestyles, no city 
official had the decency to let bakery 
owner Rose Sanca know the parking 
lot where her customers have relied on 
would be virtually wiped out, leaving her 
with space for one vehicle without the 

ability to safely turn around on to South 
Water Street?

Sanca has every right to feel angry and 
frustrated and city officials, especially 
Director of Planning and Development 
Mike Welti and City Manager Anthony 
Ruggiero, should have egg on their face 
for being anything but business friendly 
with Homestyles.

While the visitor’s center has been in 
the works for years and finally moved to 
a construction phase, there could easily 
have been a plan made where Home-
styles and the visitor’s center could have 
shared a parking lot in the same place 
bakery customers have used to pick 
up cakes, cookies and other delicacies. 
Mayor Frank Catalina made that sug-

gestion last week, but was told by Welti 
the project has already moved too far 
forward. Sounds more like Welti doesn’t 
want to go back to the drawing board.

If city officials took a step back, they 
would realize that Homestyles will 
regularly attract more visitors than the 
visitor’s center, and is a key figure in the 
renewed tourist push in Peekskill. To dis-
enfranchise the bakery is not in the best 
interest of the city in any way, and sends 
a bad message to other businesses in the 
city, many of whom have tried to emulate 
the success of Sanca.

What Sanca has requested is any easy 
fit and Peekskill needs to do whatever 
it takes to make that accommodation, 
whether they like it or not.

The aging of wine is a rather open-
ended term lacking any specificity to a 
particular wine. Your concept of aging 
may be a matter of a few days – or hours. 
Mine may be several decades. 

While one consumer may not have the 
patience or ideal storage environment to 
age wine properly, another may invest 
thousands of dollars in a state-of-the-art 
home wine cellar to allow a fine wine to de-
velop and mature over an extended period.  

A number of wine regions 
and individual wineries around 
the world age certain of their 
wines at the winery before 
they are released in the mar-
ketplace. Thus, a consumer has 
the choice of purchasing wines 
that have been “pre-aged” and 
ready for immediate consump-
tion. When you pop open that 
bottle you purchased today, it 
may already have been coddled 
through several years of aging.

Typical winery aging for 
both reds and whites is 12 to 15 
months. However, some wines 
are intended to be consumed 
fresh and even a bit effervescent; 
they are released after just a few months ag-
ing. Examples: Rosé, Beaujolais Nouveau.

Certain reds are mandated by regula-
tory bodies to be aged for a specific pe-
riod before release. 

Example: five years for a Brunello di 
Montalcino. Add an additional year and 
the winemaker may add the term “Ris-
erva” on the label. When you purchase a 
Brunello, the label will thus indicate the 
period of aging at the winery.

Such rules govern other red wines as 
well. In other wine regions, local practice 
is considered sacrosanct. 

Example: in the Bordeaux and Bur-
gundy regions of France, local winemak-
ers typically will age wines in their cellars 
for two years before release. The respon-
sibility for continuing the aging process 
necessary for the wine to fully develop 
(as many as 20 years) is left to merchants 
and collectors with personal wine cellars.  

Each release date is governed locally 
and may or may not carry a unique term 
designating the age. Of course simple 

math is a key indicator. E
Example: If you purchase a 

bottle of Spanish Rioja from 
the 1997 vintage with the 
term Gran Reserva on the la-
bel, your smartphone browser 
will tell you that it was aged in 
barrel and bottle at the winery 
for five years and your smart-
phone calculator will tell you it 
has been aging away from the 
winery for an additional 12 
years. A unique wine that goes 
beyond regulatory guidelines: 
Vega Sicilia Unico, a world-
renowned Spanish wine that 
is typically aged in the winery 
for 10 years (or more) before 

release, making it one of the longest held 
wines in the world. 

As one might expect, having a wine 
aged under the controlled environment 
and professional supervision at the win-
ery will extract the greatest expression of 

the wine and assure the consumer of its 
“provenance,” the documented history of 
the cellar conditions under which a wine 
has been stored. 

Another example of prolonged aging: 
select Champagnes. Certain vintages are 
outstanding compared to others; Cham-
pagne makers, like the producer of Dom 
Pérignon, often age these bottles longer 
– up to 15 years – before releasing them 
into the market, where under proper 
storage conditions they may age grace-
fully for several more decades. 

Needless to say, each release of Vega Si-
cilia and Dom Pérignon carry an associ-
ated premium to compensate the wineries 
for the added cost of long-term cellaring, 
and the allure that a rare wine generates.

The choice is yours. Purchase a young, 
built-to-last wine and age it yourself in 
your (expensive) home wine storage 
unit or purchase a winery-aged wine, at 
a considerably higher cost than a typical 
bottle of wine, and enjoy it at your con-
venience. Next week I’ll focus on several 
at-home wine storage options.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continu-
ous experimenting results in instinctive 
behavior. You can reach him at nantonac-
cio@theexaminernews.com or on Twitter 
@sharingwine.

When Winemakers Age Wines for a Consumer’s Enjoyment

By Nick Antonaccio

Examiner Media is publishing a special real estate section insert, The 
Real Estate Examiner, in next week’s newspapers. The Real Estate 
Examiner will be included in all four of our Dec. 16-22 editions. For 
advertising inquiries, call 914-864-0878 or email advertising@theexam-
inernews.com.
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Yorktown Celebrates Holiday With Lights Parade
Michael Giuliano PhotoS



December 9 - December 15,  2014 The Northern Westchester Examiner

State Police
November 27 -2:49 a.m. – State Police 

in Somers charged Elizabeth Noble, 37, 
of Somers, with driving while intoxicat-
ed, a felony, due to a previous conviction 
within the last 10 years. Troopers were 
dispatched to investigate a one-car acci-
dent on Interstate 684. An investigation 
revealed Noble was intoxicated at the 
time of the crash. She provided a breath 
sample that yielded a blood alcohol con-
tent two times the legal limit. She is due 
in North Castle Court on December 18.

9:59 p.m. – State Police in Hawthorne 
charged John Rice, 57, of Cortlandt, 
with driving while intoxicated follow-
ing a hit-and-run accident on the Sprain 
Brook Parkway. Rice fled the scene but 
was apprehended a short time later and 
was found to be intoxicated. He is due in 

Greenburgh Town Court on December 
11.

November 29 - 6:05 a.m. – Christina 
Frayne, 29, of Peekskill, was charged 
with driving while intoxicated follow-
ing a report of an erratic vehicle unable 
to maintain a lane on the Sprain Brook 
Parkway. She is due in Mount Pleasant 
Town Court on December 11.

December 3 - 1:20 a.m. – Willman 
Romero, 49, of Yorktown, was charged 
with driving while intoxicated and pos-
session of approximately 14 grams of co-
caine after being stopped on the Taconic 
State Parkway for failing to maintain 
a lane. He was arraigned in Town of 
Mount Pleasant Court and remanded to 
Westchester County Jail in lieu of $5,000 
cash bail. Yorktown Police

November 25 - 5:16 p.m. – Unidenti-

fied 16 and 17-year-old males from York-
town were charged with reckless driving 
and unlawfully fleeing a police officer 
after operating unregistered motorcy-
cles in a reckless manner on Commerce 
Street. Officers activated their emergency 
lights and attempted to stop the males at 
which time the motorcyclists attempted 
to flee. The 16-year-old was captured and 
the 17-year-old later appeared at police 
headquarters. Yorktown Town Justice 
Sal Lagonia remanded the two teens to 
Westchester County Jail on $1,500 bail. 
They are due in Yorktown Town Court 
on December 9.

November 27 -3:02 p.m. – Nikola 
Shkrell, 22, of Mahopac, was charged 
with aggravated driving while intoxi-
cated and speeding after being stopped 
by Police Officer Matthew Racioppo on 
Granite Springs Road. He is due in York-
town Town Court on January 8.

November 28 - 9 p.m. – An uniden-
tified 17-year-old Yorktown male was 
charged with criminal possession of sto-
len property after allegedly stealing a cell 
phone from a Lakeland High School stu-
dent on October 20.

November 29
2:50 p.m. – Robert Bellesteros, Jr., 20, 

of Mahopac, was charged with criminal 
possession of stolen property after alleg-
edly using a stolen credit card at the Hess 
Mart gas station. He was also charged 
with having property in his vehicle that 
had been reported stolen in the Town of 
Cortlandt.

Wilman Romero

10         

Evelyn Bondra
Evelyn Bondra, a longtime Peekskill 

area resident, died November 30 in Ith-
aca, NY. She was 98.

She was born in New York City on July 
7, 1916 to John and Elizabeth Herman 
Slovacek. She grew up on Wilkins Farm 
in Yorktown Heights, and was valedicto-
rian of her Yorktown High School class. 
She attended New York University and 
later went on to be employed as an exec-
utive secretary to the president of Stand-
ard Brands in Peekskill. It was there that 
she met her husband of over 50 years, 
James Bondra of Peekskill. 

She enjoyed gardening, travel and 
watching sports, especially any involving 
Notre Dame University. She and James 
visited all 50 states at least once, along 
with all the countries of Europe, the 
Czech Republic, Australia and New Zea-
land. She was an active member of both 
St. Patrick’s Church in Yorktown Heights, 
and the Assumption Church in Peekskill, 

volunteering at Bingo and the thrift shop. 
She and her husband were members of 
the Peekskill Cortlandt Senior Citizens 
group, and loved going on trips, playing 
cards and bocce. The last five years she 
lived in Ithaca, most recently residing at 
the Old Hundred, an assisted living facil-
ity. 

She is survived by her children, Su-
zann Bondra of Ossining, her son James 
Bondra, Jr., and his wife, Deborah Cohen 
of Ithaca, and two grandchildren, Rachel 
and Eliana Bondra. She was predeceased 
by her husband James, and sister, Mil-
dred Slovacek. A Mass of Christian Bur-
ial was held at Assumption Church in 
Peekskill, followed by interment in As-
sumption Cemetery in Cortlandt. 

Patricia E. Barton
Patricia E. Barton, a lifelong Peekskill 

resident, died November 30. She was 86. 
Born on March 16, 1928 to Patrick S. 

and Helen (Coleman) Clarkin, she spent 

her career as a first grade teacher in the 
Lakeland School District. She graduated 
from Assumption School, Peekskill High 
School (class of 1945) Good Counsel 
College and New York University.

On July 7, 1984, she married Patrick K. 
Barton. He predeceased her in 2000. A 
lover of old movies and a world traveler, 
she had an indomitable spirit and was a 
superb conversationalist.

She is survived by her brother Vincent 
H. Clarkin of Peekskill and her sister-in-
law Madlyn Clarkin of Cortlandt Manor 
and her stepchildren, Siobhan Repko 
(Alan) of Danbury, CT; Patrick Barton 
of Suwanee, GA and Kevin Barton (Di-
ane) of Garrison, NY; step grandchil-
dren, Sean, Stephen, Staci, Aidan Claire, 
Matthew and Stephanie Barton and step 
daughter-in-law Sandra Barton. Stepson 
Brian Barton predeceased her. Other sur-
vivors include her many Clarkin nieces 
and nephews, Regina Clarkin and her 
great-nephew Desmond O’Leary with 
whom she lived, Gregory, Kevin and Dav-

id Clarkin, Moira Clarkin Evans, Helene 
Chaisson, Thomas and Joseph Clarkin, 
Susan Kalata and Peggy Ercolino and nu-
merous great-nieces and nephews.

Alice Sanborn
Alice Catherine (Wood) Sanborn, a 

lifelong resident of Ossining, died De-
cember 3. She was 99. 

She was born June 5, 1915 at the Os-
sining Hospital to Henry Judd and Ethel 
Grace (McQuilken) Wood. She gradu-
ated from Ossining High School in 1933. 
On October 9, 1942, she married Philip 
Emerson Sanborn at the State Street 
home of her parents. Mrs. Sanborn was 
a member of the Presbyterian Church of 
Ossining. 

She will be deeply missed by her 
daughter Judith Wood Sanborn Cote 
(Wilfred III), grandchlildren, Wilfred IV 
(Ann Marie) Cote, Elizabeth (Mathew) 
Del Conte and Catherine (Frederick) 
Eliot; and six great-grandchildren. 

Obituaries

 Police Blotter

POUNDTM Fitness – 
A 45 minute full body cardio and stress relief 

jam session, using lightly weighted
drumsticks called RipstixTM. So fun, you won't 

be able to stay away and it lets you  
Rock out while you Workout!  
Hey Guys......it's for you too!!

Featured on Dr. Oz    
The View   Access Hollywood   

The Today Show

COMING TO A LOCATION 
NEAR YOU JAN. 2015

FOR MORE INFO
Peggy Raiskums ....914 960 -4097

pegsfit@msn.com
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 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on bal-
ances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of July 1, 2014.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 mini-
mum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is $1,000,000 
per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is 
paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date 
will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest 
rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening. Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on July 1, 2014 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is 
made on February 15, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the July 1, 2015 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on July 1, 2015.

Cathy Corbi
Vice President, Branch Manager

1753 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake
914-743-5002

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

apple bk - NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (9-14).indd   1 9/9/2014   5:04:57 PM
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By Neal Rentz
If you are the owner of a small or mid-

sized  business and need services such as 
employee recruitment and terminations 
or want to know how to deal with new 
government regulations but do not want to 
hire a full-time human resource employee, 
what can you do?

Yorktown resident Marc Roberts has an 
answer.

Roberts started My HR Department in 
town about a year ago to provide services for 
small and medium sized businesses with his 
partner, Andrea Portnoy, who also resides 
in Yorktown. 

“We’ve been in the staffing business for 
the last 20 years and we saw that there was 
a huge underserved community of small 
to medium sized businesses that were 
not getting their HR needs taken care of,” 
Roberts explained last week. 

Roberts said My HR Department 
provides services for companies with two to 
50 employees and their owners who do not 
have time to take on human resources tasks. 
“They’re busy working on their business. 
They don’t have a human resources person 
on board full-time and there’s a lot of issues 
and needs that are going unmet,” he said. 

Like many of the clients they serve, 
Roberts and Portnoy lead a small business 

of their own. “We’ve assembled a team of 
really highly qualified HR professionals,” 
Roberts said. 

My HR Department has clients in 
various fields, including laws firms, an 
architectural and metal contractor and 
a non-for-profit organization. Its clients 
are located throughout the tri-state area. 
“In time, we hope we can maybe take this 
concept national,” Roberts said. “There’s 
a vast need out there. What we offer is 
personalized, customized service. There are 
a lot of companies out there that are offering 
HR consulting. They may be part of a large 
payroll company. They may be part of a large 
professional employment organization. 

There’s even insurance companies that have 
spun off HR units. We provide immediate, 
personal service.”

“You’re not dialing a 1-800 number 
every time you have a problem,” he added. 
“We have very skilled HR professionals 
that have been working in some very large 
organizations and have done some great 
things in their careers. We provide that 
personal level of service. We meet with 
the clients. We go out to clients’ sites. We 
customize things.”

My HR Department offers a wide variety 
of services, Roberts said. “Anything from 
helping them get their first employee, 
to compliance issues to legal matters” is 
provided by his company, Roberts said. 
His company offers “anything that involves 
the hiring and maintaining a workforce,” 
Roberts added. “We’re there when you need 
us and in the background when you don’t.”

For more information about My HR 
Department call 914-243-0386, visit myhrd.
biz or send an e-mail to info@myhrd.biz.

yorktown resident Marc Roberts, co-owner and 
managing director of  My hR Department.

My HR Department, 
Yorktown

Businesses

of the Week
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Free Diagnostic
$60 Value

Advanced Computer Repair
253 Route 202 Somers, NY 10589 (914) 689-6666

20% OFF
ANY SERVICE
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Happy Holidays!

Serving Westchester for over16 years. 
Gemologist & Goldsmith on Premises. Closed Sundays & Mondays

238 Saw Mill River (Rt. 100) - Millwood, NY
(Just seconds off  the Millwood exit  of  the Taconic Parkway)
914-944-1495       MateroFineJewelry.com

ALEX SEPKUS TRUNK SHOW
Thursday December 18th and Friday December 19th

John J Hong, DMD

Give the Gi�  of a 
Great Smile!

4 Heritage Hills
202 Center • Somers NY

914-277-4222 
www.somerssmiles.com

$450 Annual 
Membership for 

2015
Which entitles the member to 2 cleanings, unlimited exams, 

unlimited x-rays, plus a 20% discount on all other 
procedures. Normally  $600.  Off er valid thru Jan 15th, 2015.
 The membership is non-transferable and is only available 
to patients with no insurance. Membership is valid for one

year from the date of purchase. 

Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222
Somers
10 Heritage 202 Ctr
(914) 277-5656

Wishing You A

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

www.RaymondOpticians.com

Eye Exams Contact Lenses

Most Insurance Accepted Including....

Prescriptions Filled Designer Sunglasses

Raymond Opticians
Baldwin Place
80 Route 6
(914) 245-1222

Jefferson Valley
3656 Lee Road
(914) 245-1222

Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

FLEX SPENDING

Don’t forget
to use your

Winter Special

 off
$100 Designer Frames

with lens purchase

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with insurance or any other offer, sale, or
package price. Must present coupon prior to purchase. Offer  valid through 03/31/15.
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Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats
Everything Baked on Premises!

Gift Cards 
Available

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Call For Appointment

(914) 245-6777
2012 Crompond Rd. 
Yorktown Heights, 

NY 10598

Wishes you a 
Happy 

Hanukkah 

Special 
Holiday Menu 

For Christmas 

Eve and New 
Years Eve

252 Rt 100 Somers NY 10589 • 914-232-8080
www.mammarosaristorante.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday for Lunch and Dinner  • Closed Monday

Italian Continental Cuisine

Plan your holiday party 
in one of our private party rooms available for 20 to 70 people

Catering available In or Out of Restaurant.

Daily Lunch special 
$17.95

Daily Dinner special 
$29.95

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Please stop by and 
share in the 

joy of the holidays!

�1�5�5�	�R�o�u�t�e�	�2�0�2�	�&�	�L�o�v�e�l�l�	�S�t�r�e�e�t�	
�L�i�n�c�o�l�n�d�a�l�e�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�4�0
�9�1�4�-�6�1�7�-�8�5�5�0

Happy 
Holidays�	
�T�o�	�Y�o�u�r�	�F�a�m�i�l�y
�F�r�o�m�	�	�M�a�r�i�a�	�a�n�d�	�s�t�a�f�f

Somers Diner

Catering and 
Gift 

Certifi cates 
available

�O�p�e�n�	

�C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a
�s�	�E�v�e

�C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a
�s�	�D�a�y�,�	

�N�e�w�	�Y�e�a�r
�’�s�	�E�v�e�,�	

�N�e�w�	�Y�e�a�r
�’�s�	�D�a�y

�7�	�a�m�	�t�o�	�3
�	�p�m

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Give the Gift of Pottery
Gift Certi� cates 

make great stocking stu� ers ! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

�V�i�s�i�t� �U�s� �f�o�r� �a� 
�U�n�i�q�u�e� �S�h�o�p�p�i�n�g� �E�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e

�B�u�y�i�n�g� �&� �S�e�l�l�i�n�g
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM

Located in the Somers Towne Center
Route 100 & 202 • Somers (near CVS) 914-276-2555 

www.somerswineandspirits.com
Find us on Facebook

Mon -Sat 10 am to 8 pm • Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm

FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS
Beautiful 
Custom 

Gift 
Baskets

Discounts on Case purchases

Somers Wine & Spirits
Extensive selection of Champagnes and Sparkling Wines

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelers.com

“Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler Since 1975”

Straight From the Heart

New for the Holidays

Open 7 days through 12/24

30% 
DISCOUNT 

ON 
IN-STOCK 

ITEMS 
WITH 

THIS AD!

Delicious jewels designed to delight  • �G�e�n�u�i�n�e� �l�e�a�t�h�e�r� �a�n�d� �g�o�l�d

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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Providing 18 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLI
CHIP & DIP

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Pound Cakes and Cookies!

Call today and place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Open New Year’s Day
Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve

you your Holiday treats
Everything Baked on Premises!

Gift Cards 
Available

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Call For Appointment

(914) 245-6777
2012 Crompond Rd. 
Yorktown Heights, 

NY 10598

Wishes you a 
Happy 

Hanukkah 

Special 
Holiday Menu 

For Christmas 

Eve and New 
Years Eve

252 Rt 100 Somers NY 10589 • 914-232-8080
www.mammarosaristorante.com

Open Tuesday - Sunday for Lunch and Dinner  • Closed Monday

Italian Continental Cuisine

Plan your holiday party 
in one of our private party rooms available for 20 to 70 people

Catering available In or Out of Restaurant.

Daily Lunch special 
$17.95

Daily Dinner special 
$29.95

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 

 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Please stop by and 
share in the 

joy of the holidays!

�1�5�5�	�R�o�u�t�e�	�2�0�2�	�&�	�L�o�v�e�l�l�	�S�t�r�e�e�t�	
�L�i�n�c�o�l�n�d�a�l�e�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�4�0
�9�1�4�-�6�1�7�-�8�5�5�0

Happy 
Holidays�	
�T�o�	�Y�o�u�r�	�F�a�m�i�l�y
�F�r�o�m�	�	�M�a�r�i�a�	�a�n�d�	�s�t�a�f�f

Somers Diner

Catering and 
Gift 

Certifi cates 
available

�O�p�e�n�	

�C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a
�s�	�E�v�e

�C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a
�s�	�D�a�y�,�	

�N�e�w�	�Y�e�a�r
�’�s�	�E�v�e�,�	

�N�e�w�	�Y�e�a�r
�’�s�	�D�a�y

�7�	�a�m�	�t�o�	�3
�	�p�m

54 Miller Rd • Mahopac NY 10541 •845 628-2127
www.westchesterputnampottery.com

Join us for Ladies Night 
on Friday Nights!

Give the Gift of Pottery
Gift Certi� cates 

make great stocking stu� ers ! 

Now booking 
Birthday Parties 

and events!

Westchester Putnam Pottery 
NOW OPEN! 

�V�i�s�i�t� �U�s� �f�o�r� �a� 
�U�n�i�q�u�e� �S�h�o�p�p�i�n�g� �E�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e

�B�u�y�i�n�g� �&� �S�e�l�l�i�n�g
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL CHRISTMAS 10AM-5PM

Located in the Somers Towne Center
Route 100 & 202 • Somers (near CVS) 914-276-2555 

www.somerswineandspirits.com
Find us on Facebook

Mon -Sat 10 am to 8 pm • Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm

FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS
Beautiful 
Custom 

Gift 
Baskets

Discounts on Case purchases

Somers Wine & Spirits
Extensive selection of Champagnes and Sparkling Wines

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

54 Miller Road •  Mahopac, NY 10541
845-628-3447

www.aljanjewelers.com

“Mahopac’s Oldest Retail Jeweler Since 1975”

Straight From the Heart

New for the Holidays

Open 7 days through 12/24

30% 
DISCOUNT 

ON 
IN-STOCK 

ITEMS 
WITH 

THIS AD!

Delicious jewels designed to delight  • �G�e�n�u�i�n�e� �l�e�a�t�h�e�r� �a�n�d� �g�o�l�d

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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By Vicki Jimpson-Fludd
Failing to plan, is planning to fail” 

- Winston Churchill
How true: especially when talking about 

down-sizing. But talk is cheap. Without a 
well thought-out action plan - you won’t 
have a clue where to start; how long it will 
take, or even how to get there. In fact, you 
won’t even know if your goal is feasible.

You are never too old to dream a new 
dream 

– C.S. Lewis
To achieve your goal, make a well 

thought-out plan and stick to it. Here are 
8-steps to consider. 

Step 1: Define your ‘after downsizing’ goal. 
Where do you want to be and when? How 
much will it cost to stay?
Step 2: How long will it take you to loosen 
your emotional bonds and move on? What 
do you need to do? Who can help? From 
family counselor to tag sale organizer: there 
is always someone who can assist you. 
Step 3: What is your current financial situ-
ation? How much do you have in your re-
tirement plan? How much will you need to 
achieve your goal? Is there a gap between 
the two? What can you do to fill it?  Talk to 
your accountant or financial planner. Con-
sider grieving your taxes.
The first 3 steps are easy. Take as long as you 
like. But be honest with yourself. Perhaps 
downsizing is merely a passing fantasy, not 
yet an actual goal. Perhaps the time is just 
not right. 
Knowledge is power. Information is liberat-
ing – Kofi Annan
When the time is right: be proactive. Make 
sure you are aware of all of the problems 
with your house -before you put it on the 
market.  
Step 4: How much do you owe on your 
mortgage? Call your bank: ask for the out-
standing balance. Have a preliminary title 
search done on your property to ensure the 
title is free and clear. 
Step 5: What is really wrong with your 
house? How much will it cost to fix it? There 
are always little ‘nonworking’ things which 
we have learned to live with. But, little things 
mean a lot. Can you expect a buyer to pay 
top dollar for a house were even ‘the little 
things’ have not been repaired? 

Before you put your house on the market, 
hire a home inspector to inspect your house 
from top to bottom. Make sure there are no 
code violations. During the inspection, your 
realtor should be making a list of every is-
sue the inspector raises. Afterwards, you 
and your realtor should review the list to 
determine how each and every issue will 
be resolved: repair, replace, offer a credit, or 
provide a buyer’s home warranty protection 
plan.
Remember, every problem discovered by 
the buyer’s inspector will cost you money… 
usually far more than what you would have 
paid if you had resolved the issue before-

hand. 
Step 6: Make sure your house matches the 
details on record at the municipal office. 
Every good realtor will pull your property 
card and make comparisons before list-
ing your house. Trying to sell a 3 bedroom 
house which it is recorded as 2 bedroom is 
always a deal-breaker!. 
Sell a lifestyle, not your home 
Step 7: Stage your house – inside and out. 
Staging is not simply de-cluttering or de-per-
sonalizing.  It is marketing. A house is no dif-
ferent than marketing any other product. Is it 
a premium product or a commodity item? Is 

it the equivalent of a used-car or a previous-
ly-owned vehicle? As any marketer knows 
packaging sells!! Make sure your house is in 
pristine condition – inside and out. 

Show potential buyers the lifestyle they 
can aspire to, not the life you live.

The seller sets the asking price, but the 
market determines the selling price.

Step 8: Don’t set a price based on your fi-
nancial needs or dreams. Let your realtor set 
a realistic price - based on current market 
conditions and on recent sales of compara-
ble houses in your area. 

Most of all, remember: Market-ready 

houses – in pristine condition and priced 
right - sell faster and at a higher percentage 
of the asking price. Time is money!! Don’t 
let your house languish on the market, wast-
ing your precious time and money. 

Vicki Jimpson-Fludd is the creator of the 
Time is Money concept.  For more informa-
tion visit: www.timeismoney-ny.com or on 
Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/Ti-
meIsMoneyNY,  email:  Vicki.jimpsonfludd@
randrealty.com  or call: (914) 410 0151, or 
visit.  Vicki is located in the Briarcliff Manor 
office of Better Homes & Gardens Rand Re-
alty.

Downsizing? You NEED a plan!
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As a homeowner, that magic time be-
tween Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day is 
my favorite time of year.  Others may prefer 
spring when the garden is awakening and 
we may be spending most of our time out-
side, or mid- or late summer when 
the flower and vegetable gardens 
are in full bloom, or perhaps the 
fall when the rich colors of nature 
can take our breath away.

But for me, I’m most grateful 
for my home and the pleasures it 
affords in the dead of winter. That 
is the time when, finally, that stub-
born grout weed that plagues my 
property is in total remission for 
the season, the leaves have been 
raked and composted, and my 
time has suddenly expanded ex-
ponentially for other duties inside 
the house.

Those duties can include any-
thing as big as finally calling in 
the Flooring Girl Debbie Gartner to refin-
ish that horrible floor in a guest room that 
has been hidden by a rug for 40 years to tiny 
chores like gluing on the knob to that an-
tique chest that fell off no less than 10 or 12 
years ago and disguising all those furniture 
scratches that have accumulated through 
the year with Old English Scratch Cover. 
When my wife and I had our antiques shop, 
Old English was the single most important 

defense mechanism in our bag of tricks to 
make our furniture inventory look twice as 
good as when we bought it at auction, short 
of refinishing.

This year, the extra time gifted us by those 
Fridays off after Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s will 
be well spent in sorting through 
years of possessions, deciding 
what to let go of, as my wife and 
I navigate the acquisition of a new 
home. Actually, as addicted col-
lectors, only partially recovered, 
and as clothes horses, still actively 
addicted, we go through this ex-
ercise every winter when we have 
the extra time to go through our 
closets. My wife does it like clock-
work and then she shames me 
into tackling mine when she occa-
sionally checks out its condition.   

The holiday season is also the 
time when our homes never 

looked cleaner or better with decorations, 
ready to receive guests.  Well, actually that 
is normally the case, but this year, with this 
transition, our home is in total disarray. 

At the same time, our new secondary 
home -- a pied de terre if you will --  is to-
tally empty, awaiting our arrival this week. 
We do not yet have rugs for our great room 
so our living room grouping and our din-
ing room table and chairs will be sitting on 

bare floors, and our new sofa will take six 
weeks to arrive, but no worry. My wife and 
I have vowed that the very first item we will 
have delivered is a large Christmas tree, fully 
decorated, centered in front of a gorgeous 
Palladian-style window on the top fifth floor 
of our building where passers-by can see it, 
like a beacon that we’re there, welcoming in 
the holiday season, ready to go to work with 
a thousand and one projects to make an 
empty space our new vacation home.

For some years, I have written about my 
journey as a homeowner planning to sell my 
home and all the preparations that went into 

it. It gave me a lot of material to write about. 
As luck would have it, fortunate circum-
stances allow us to keep our current home 
as our primary residence and professional 
offices while enjoying a “getaway not far 
away” at the same time, in a lovely country 
club setting. I’ve always dreamed of having 
a second home for fun, albeit in a more dis-
tant setting, but odd duck that I am, I found 
my vacation setting much closer to home, so 
who wants to travel?

And I’ll enjoy sharing with you the expe-
riences of the artisan talents I’m discover-
ing to create a beautiful setting with all the 
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Visit our office and showroom 
Or we will BRING the showroom to you! 

• ROOFING
• WINDOWS
• SIDING
• DOORS
• DECKS
• SEAMLESS
  GUTTERS
• LEADERS
• REPAIRS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

Why the Holidays Can Be the Best Time To Be a Homeowner

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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Health benefit plans are issued or administered by MVP Health Plan, Inc.; MVP Health Insurance Company of New Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Health 
Plan of New Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Select Care, Inc.; Preferred Administrative Services, Inc.; Preferred Assurance Company, Inc.; 
and Hudson Health Plan, Inc., operating subsidiaries of MVP Health Care, Inc. Not all plans available in all states.

 * * * * *Example premium rate is based on an MVP Standard Bronze plan for a single individual in Westchester county with an annual taxable income of 
$17,505 as of 11/12/14. Individual premium rate may vary. Rates do not include pediatric dental coverage. You must visit the NY State of Health,™ 
The Official Health Plan Marketplace to calculate the actual subsidy amount you may receive.

Print_C (12/14)

CALL 1-855-494-6487

DiscoverMVP.com/quality

• Quality benefits…annual checkups, emergency care and more

• Top-rated customer service

• Large network of doctors and hospitals

• You can’t be turned down for a pre-existing condition

Health insurance for as low as

$32 Find out if you are eligible for  
free or low cost health insurance.

PER MONTH* 
($1.05 per day)
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AcRoss
1. Tina Fey creation
4. Civil rights organization, 
for short
9. Seek a seat
10. Thinner
12. Long time period
13. “Don’t know much about 
____” song
14. H20 plus movie director 
Oliver or Peekskill burger 
restaurant
16. Like tiny tots
17. Word to a doctor
19. Fix firmly
22. Southern beauty
24. Driveway surface
25. Bad joke

26. Digest
32. Driving away
33. Biol. class topic
34. Takes unlawfully
35. Mel of baseball
36. From whence a phoenix 
rises
37. “As if!”
DowN
1. Expanded
2. Subtle glow
3. Little biter
4. Bird domicile
5. Karen Carpenter’s voice
6. Raucous
7. Breakfast fare
8. Stick your nose in
10. Grate

11. Workbench attachment
15. Madame sheep
18. Gentleman
19. Tagged player
20. Rambo types
21. Jewelry purchase
22. Plugs
23. The Doors “The ___”
25. Locked (up)
27. Dull or boring person
28. Pumpkin desserts
29. Part of many mineral 
supplements
30. “For ___ us a child is 
born ...”
31. Damon of “Good Will 
Hunting”
32. Relaxation spot

Crossword by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13

14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33

34 35

36 37

Across

1. Tina Fey creation

4. Civil rights organization, for short

9. Seek a seat

10. Thinner

12. Long time period

13. "Don't know much about ____" song

14. H20 plus movie director Oliver or 
Peekskill burger

16. Like tiny tots

17. Word to a doctor

19. Fix firmly

22. Southern beauty

24. Driveway surface

25. Bad joke

26. Digest

32. Driving away

33. Biol. class topic

34. Takes unlawfully

35. Mel of baseball

36. From whence a phoenix rises

37. "As if!"

Down

1. Expanded

2. Subtle glow

3. Little biter

4. Bird domicile

5. Karen Carpenter's voice

6. Raucous

7. Breakfast fare

8. Stick your nose in

10. Grate

11. Workbench attachment

15. Madame sheep

18. Gentleman

19. Tagged player

20. Rambo types

21. Jewelry purchase

22. Plugs

23. The Doors "The ___"

25. Locked (up)

27. Dull or boring person

28. Pumpkin desserts

29. Part of many mineral supplements

30. "For ___ us a child is born ..."

31. Damon of "Good Will Hunting"

32. Relaxation spot

Crossword

1 inch minimum
logo size

Keep winter where it belongs—
outside.

Work with a participating Home Performance with 
ENERGY STAR® contractor to learn how you can lower 
your energy bills and stay warm.
They will conduct a home energy assessment to show you where your home is wasting energy 
and what you can do to fix it. The assessment is free for most New York State residents.

Don’t wait. Call one of the participating contractors listed below today.

Franzozo Energy Solutions, Inc. 
914-271-4572
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For more information on home energy 
assessments, visit  
nyserda.ny.gov/affordable-winter

see solution on page 22

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook 

Blessings to 
Your Families this 
Christmas season!

Come see us for your religous gifts
Jewelry, Memorial Gifts, Nativities,

Saint Medals, Frames, 
Cards and More!

Specializing in Baptism 
and Communion Apparel
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120914

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

ADoPTion
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HelP WAnTeD
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-

ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Home imProvemenT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in Home PeT SiTTinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleasant-
ville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable! Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

DEER RIVER/NY STATE LAND 5 
acres- Deer River- $19,995. Borders state-
land. Excellent grouse and deer area. 
Borders ATV/snowmobile trail. Financ-
ing available. $157/month -Contact us 
by phone to receive FREE closing costs! 
1-800-229-7843. Or visit www.Landan-
dCamps.com
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 

town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K be-
low market! ††888-905-8847 or newyork-
landandlakes.com

leGAl noTiCe
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A LICENSE, NUMBER 1282689, FOR 
BEER AND WINE has been applied 
for by the undersigned to sell beer and 
wine at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 84-
86 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
NY 10601 for on premises consumption.
Muse Paintbar LLC

TOWN OF SOMERS NOTICE OF 
AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING UNITS THE TOWN OF 
SOMERS is advertising the availability 
of two newly constructed  0ne Bedroom 
Affordable Housing units located at    341 
Route 202 in the historic Somers Hamlet.  
These bright and airy, finely finished  sec-
ond floor walk-up apartment units  are 
available to one person households whose 
maximum annual income is  no greater 
than $58,100 and to two-person house-
holds whose maximum income is no 
greater than $66,400.  Estimated rents are 
$1,373 to $1,416.  Please contact the Town 
of Somers Planning Office at 914-277-
5366 for an application. Applications will 
be accepted from  Tuesday, December 9, 
2014  through Noon on Tuesday, January 
6, 2015 in the Office of the Somers Town 
Clerk, Somers Town House, 335 Route 
202, Somers, NY, 10589.    

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

WAnTeD
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quanti-
ties of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, 
music and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-
3551

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

20         
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Wednesday, Dec. 10
Bingo wednesdays: Come to First 

Hebrew for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo 
prizes, plus an average of $1,000 awarded 
in specialty games. Doors open 5 p.m. and 
games begin 7:15 p.m. every Wednesday 
(except holidays – check First Hebrew’s 
website calendar). First Hebrew is just west 
of the Beach Shopping Center at 1821 Main 
St., Peekskill. Info: 914 -739-0500 of www.
firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Dec. 11
Temple Bath Am Programs: Two 

programs are scheduled for this week at 
Temple Beth Am, 203 Church Pl. Yorktown. 
Coffee with the Rabbi will be held on Dec. 11 
at 7:45 p.m. Come for coffee and conversation 
with Rabbi Robbie Weiner. On this night, 
we will explore the Jewish prayer book and 
how it is a guide for spirituality and healing. 
Congregants and non-congregants alike are 
invited. Welcoming Shabbat for Tots will 
be held on Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m. Filled with 
movement, music, and ruach (spirit), Rabbi 
Robbie and Rebbetzin Ellen help bring 
in the Shabbat with that special “Shabbat 
Spirit” followed by a Shabbat dinner. The 
only cost of the dinner is a Shabbat Shalom 
smile. RSVP by e-mailing Rebbetzin Ellen at 
RebbetzinEllen@gmail.com. For information 

about the programs, call our Rabbi at 962-
7500 or e-mail him at rabbiw@optonline.net.

Friday, Dec. 12
Battle commemoration: The 70th 

anniversary of The Battle of the Bulge will 
be commemorated, starting today, at the 
Westchester Veterans Museum at Lasdon 
Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial, 
located on Route 35 in Katonah.  The exhibit 
will be open from 2 to 7 p.m. weekends, Dec. 
13, 14, 20, 21, 27 and 28, and from 4 to 7 p.m. 
weekdays, Dec. 12, 17, 18, 19, 29 and 30. 

Local Color: Local Color: A Field Gallery 
Retrospective, featuring works by 15 artists, 
begins today at the gallery, 4 Nelson Ave., 
Peekskill. The opening reception for the 
exhibit, which runs through Feb. 8, will be 
held today from 5 to 7 p.m. Info: 914-737-
1212 or peekskill.org.

Maryknoll christmas concert: The 
annual Maryknoll Christmas Concert of 
religious and traditional music will be held at 
8 p.m. at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Chapel, 
55 Ryder Rd., Ossining. Admission is free. 
The concert will be led by a choir composed 
of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, 
Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknoll Lay Missioners 
and friends and neighbors. Everyone of all 
faiths is welcome. Light refreshments will be 
served after the concert. A visit from Santa 

will greet all children and the young at heart. 
Info: maryknollsociety.org.

Saturday, Dec. 13
somers Library writers: Members of the 

Writers’ Workshop at the Somers Library will 
share their stories at the library from 2:30 to 
4:30 p.m. These men and women meet every 
Monday afternoon and ply their craft with 
function and flare. Some of the participants 
write short stories; some are involved in 
memoir.  Registration is required. Call the 
library to register at 914-232-5717 or register 
online at www.somerslirary.org.

christmas Bazaar: A “Spectacular 
Christmas Bazaar” will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, located on Granite Springs 
Road in Granite Springs. Handmade 
gifts and ornaments, fresh holiday floral 
arrangements, candy and fresh baked goods 
will be among the items available. Info: 914-
248-5631.

Holiday craft Fair: A Holiday Craft Fair 
will be held from noon to 5 p.m. at the New 
Era Creative Space, 1016 Brown St., Peekskill. 
Proceeds will benefit Something Good in 
the World, whose programs support the 
environment. 

Holiday Gift sale: A Holiday Gift Sale will 
be held on Dec. 13 and 14 from 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at the Katonah Art Center, 131 Bedford 
Rd. Admission is free. See beautiful pieces 
and one of a kind objects made by artists at 
KAC. It’s a great place to purchase holiday 
gifts, including pottery, artwork, and more. 
Info: 914-232-4843 or katonahartcenter.com.

Holiday Boutique: The 18th annual 
Holiday Boutique, sponsored by the Croton 
Council on the Arts, will be held on Dec. 
13 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Dec.14 
from 11 am. to 4 p.m. at the Stanley H. 
Kellerhouse Municipal Building, 1 Van Wyck 
St., Croton. Info: 914-308-0990 or jessica@
jessicamillerpaintings.com.

Sunday, Dec. 14 
Homestead Holidays:  The Somers 

Historical Society’s Holidays at the Homestead 
will continue on Dec.14 and 21 from 1 to 4 
p.m. at the Wright Reis Homestead, located 
at Route 139 and Sunderland Lane. The 
event will feature several gingerbread 
houses created by local residents. Info: www.
somershistoricalsoc.org 

Bingo: Bingo will be played tonight 
and on Dec.14 at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The doors 
will open at 5 p.m. and play begins at 
6:30 p.m. There will be $3,000 in prizes 
awarded during each Sunday session. Food 
will be available. Info: 914-245-2324 or 
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

$99 $189
All rebates included. All vehicles are 10k per yr with $2999 down, plus first payment, bank fee, taxes and dmv Residuals: Terrain 3564/16788and Acadia 6804/21987**Toy or Humane Society food donation must
be a value of $35 or more. Due to the dietary needs of the dogs and cats at the Humane Society, animal food donations are available at our dealerships.  Not responsible for typographical errors. Ends 12/16/14.

*See dealer for details. Picture for illustration purposes only. Restrictions apply. Sale is on select eligible
2014 GMC Sierra’s.Ends December 31, 2014. Not responsible for typographical errors.
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Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Call or Stop in to 
Place Your Holiday Orders Early
for  Christmas and New Years

Happy Holidays from our family to yours! 

8 Heritage Center • Somers NY 10589 • 914 277 5555 • www.valben.us

Filet Mignon, Prime Rib Roast, Leg of Lamb, Crown Roast,  
Spiral Ham Entrees, Soups, Appetizers, Accompaniments, 
Antipasto Platters • Desserts and more! Catering available 

Catering 
Also 

Available
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Members of  the two-time defending NYS Class AA champion Ossining Pride look on as their 2014 NYS hoops championship team photo and banners are unfurled before they went about business as usual 
in a 92-22 stomping of  visiting Horace Greeley last Tuesday... See Girls Hoops Notebook

JeN SCArduziO PHOTO
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Beat Goes On in O-Town!

R e i n i n g  N Y S  C h a m p i o n  P r i d e  R a i s e  B a n n e r s ,  R i p  G r e e l e y  o n  O p e n i n g  D a y



Old Faces in New Places as Hoops’ Eras Begin Anew
Mahopac, Peekskill, Yorktown, Brewster Usher in New Coaches
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

New eras are usually an exhilarating 
time, a period of renewed vim and 
vigor, a time when a fresh message 
rings within the ears of the players 
within a particular program. A new 
epoch was ushered in last week in 
places like Yorktown, Mahopac, 
Brewster and Peekskill, where 
longtime veteran basketball coaches 
were replaced by new faces, and the 
results were generally good all around.

At Mahopac High, former Pace 
University College Coach Jim Harter 
took over for Kevin Downes, now 
coaching at Yorktown High. Both were 
victorious in their initial endeavors; 
Harter, the wily wizard, knocking 
off new Peekskill Coach Tim Turner, 
74-66, behind 22 points from junior 
swingman Dan Foley and 18 from 
junior G Christian Donahoe in his 
ballyhooed inauguration in Indian 
Country. The more-or-less subdued 
sideline was nothing like it was under 
the fiery Downes, but the end-game 
was the same: Physical, Tenacious… this-
is-how-we-do basketball at Mahopac. 
It’s a 12-man fox-hole and its hell on the 
opposition, and Harter was totally cool 

with it.
“We had a lot of guys step up,” Harter 

said, noting senior F Chris Esernio, who 
nailed two big treys in the fourth after 

being plagued by foul 
trouble throughout the 
first half. “And then 
Christian’s steal and 
three-point play after 
the Foley bucket were 
big. I’m really proud of 
the way we stepped up 
tonight, because we had 
to grind that win out.” 

Mahopac’s fox-hole 
mentality prevailed, 
breaking open a 55-51 
game in the fourth. Foley 
and Donahoe sealed the 
deal with a Foley hoop, 
followed by a Donahoe 
steal off the inbound, 
which he took to the rack 
for an and-one three-
point play, providing 
a pivotal swing in the 
game.

“In the end we just got 
in our rhythm and hit 
shots,” Foley said. “We 
have a lot of football 
players on this team, so 
we’re pretty thick and 
pretty strong, and we 
like to use that to our 
advantage, and that’s 
what we have to do 
this year is wear teams 

down and outhustle 
them basically. Donahoe 
stepped up and played 
huge. We got in some 
foul trouble early and he 
came off the bench and 
played amazing.”

The adjustment under 
Harter has been fairly 
simple for the Indians, 
according to Foley.

“I mean, our offense 
is more open I would 
say, anybody can go in 
and score,” Foley said. 
“It’s hard to explain, 
but it’s totally different, 
but change is good 
sometimes, and once 
we mesh you’ll see a 
different team.”…
HUSKERS DO DAMAGE

At about the same 
time just 10 miles south, 
Downes’ Huskers were 
tripping up reigning 
Section 1 Class A 

champion Walter Panas, 51-37, last 
Friday night behind 18 points from junior 
hotshot Nick DeGennaro, who ranged 
well on 4 of 7 from downtown. Senior 
Mason Dyslin, a lanky 6-foot-5 Vassar-
bound senior, added 15 points, seven 
rebounds and three blocks 
for the Huskers, who turned 
out in full throat to support 
their new coach, who, much 
to the dismay of the Mahopac 
Maniacs, called Yorktown’s 
Crop #TheBestStudentSection 
Around in a Friday night tweet 
issued by @YorktownH.

“Once we got through 
the early game nerves and 
excitement we settled down,” 
Coach Downes said. “Nick 
DelBene did a great job 
defensively on (Mike) Evans, 
who is a special player. He really 
slowed him down the second 
quarter. Jesse Bambach gave 
us the jump-start we needed 
off the bench.  His energy was 
off the charts and he gave us 
solid scoring, rebounding and 
hustle. Nick DeGennaro got us 
going in transition and shot the 
ball very well. Mason finished 
with 15 and 7, which is a solid 
night, but he only scratched the 
surface with what he is capable 
of. I thought overall we were 
solid defensively and shot fairly 
well but I was not satisfied with 
how we rebounded. We need 

to improve in that area. It felt good to get 
our first win but we definitely have a lot of 
work to do.”

The Huskers have a big week ahead with 
a trip to Peekskill.

“I don’t think Yorktown has won at 
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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Mahopac’s Chris eserio reacts to a game-changing trey that 
ignited a Mahopac run in win over Peekskill.
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Mahopac’s Christian donahoe hits a late bucket to help seal deal in win 
over Peekskill.

Mahopac’s Christian donahoe lets out a yell with teammate Aiden 
Hynes after his clutch fourth-quarter steal and hoop helped 
secure win over Peekskill.

Mahopac’s Shane Stokes works the low block on Peekskill’s 
Jamie Lent in indians win over red devils.

"#TheBestStudentSectionAround in a Friday night tweet issued by @
YorktownH."
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Peekskill in 30 years,” Downes said.
Not many team have. The Huskers will 

also be home for John Jay EF and face a 
top-tier AA team in Mamaroneck…

FAST BREAKS: The adjustment to 
Harter may take Mahopac a few games, 
but the adjustment to Section 1 officiating 
could take all season; and not just for 

Mahopac and Peekskill. The new “Hot 
Stove” rule (for lack of a better term), 
which minimizes hand-checking and 
holding, resulted in more than 60 fouls 

called against the Red Devils and Indians; 
two programs that have traditionally 
liked to bump, grind and grab from 
behind. The point of emphasis among 
referees in NYSPHSAA is to eliminate, as 
much as possible, illegal hand-checking, 
grabbing and anything else that illegally 
deters a player from making headway to 

the basket.
“I’ve never been a 

part of a game in my 
24 years of coaching 
where there were as 
many fouls called,” 
Harter said. “I guess 
it’s a point of emphasis 
in the game right now 
to call things closer, 
but there was no 
rhythm to the game.” 

Schools might 
have to consider 
an early dismissal 
to get weeknight 
games finished before 
9:00 p.m. if officials 
continue to blow their 
whistles like they did 
in Week 1…

BREWSTER Coach 
Tom Nelligan, the 
former Bears assistant 
coach and four-time 

Section 1 champion coach at Kennedy 
Catholic, took over for 31-year mentor 
John Martino. The Bears reached the 
finals of the Byram Hills Winter Classic 

before falling, 59-53, to the host 
Bobcats despite an All-Tourney 
effort from John Palmieri (13 
points)...

PEEKSKILL replaced NYS 
hall of Famer Lou Panzanaro, the 
section’s winningest coach, with 
longtime assistant Turner, and 
while Peekskill was supposed 
to be in full rebuilding mode, 
it still gave four-time Class AA 
semifinalists Mahopac fits for 
four quarters before wilting 
down the stretch…

Greeley beat LAKELAND, 
50-47, in the finals of the 
6th annual Carolyn Conroy 
Memorial Tournament despite 
an All-Tourney effort from Mike 
Morelli (21 points)… PUTNAM 
VALLEY senior G Ryan Basso 
has been torching cords to 
start the season. The third-year 
captain senior scored a school-
record 37 points in the Tigers’ 
79-67 win on the road at John 
Jay-East Fishkill, just two days 
after ripping New Paltz for 18 
in a 67-58 road win against the 
Section 9 foe. Zack Nolan scored 
10 of his 16 in the decisive third 
period. Against Jay EF, Basso had 
six 3-pointers, shot 9 of 12 from 

the line, and added four rebounds, four 
assists and made only two turnovers… 
CARMEL had an utterly disappointing 
fourth-place finish in the Lakeland 
tourney, which is truly upsetting given the 
high hopes we had for the Rams, who saw 
6’6” freshman Josh Alexander get an All-
Tourney nod. Still plenty of time 
to turn it around but we were 
hoping for at least a split here… 

COVERAGE NOTE: Coaches: 
with local coverage and box 
score samplings slipping, please 
take a minute after each game 
to have your statistician email a 
stat sheet to raygallaghersports@
gmail.com or provide us with a 
reliable link where team stats can 
be viewed.

So here’s the first installment of 
an utterly meaningless local poll 
based on the early returns.
NWE/PUTNAM FAB FIVE HOOPS 
POLL

No.1 MAHOPAC – Sweeping 
personnel changes did not 
seem to affect Coach Harter’s 
Class AA Indians (1-0) in their 
superb second-half effort in win 
over Peekskill. A fifth-straight 
County Center venture might be 
asking too much (maybe, maybe 
not), but this team could be a 
quarterfinalist.

No.2 YORKTOWN – Coach 
Downes’ Class A Huskers (1-0) 
took down reigning Section 1 
Class A champion Walter Panas 
in fairly convincing fashion (14 
points), and we told you not to 

sleep on the Huskers in our 
preview edition.

No. 3 PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Coach McDonnell’s Class B 
Tigers (2-0) have picked up 
where they left off with two huge 
road wins against significantly 
larger schools (New Paltz & 
Jay EF) and the hurt has come 
from the devil-hot hand of G 
Ryan Basso, who set the new 
school with 37 points against 
East Fishkill.

No.4 LAKELAND – Coach 
Henry Weltman’s Class A 
Hornets (1-1) will hold a 
significant size edge on Put 
Valley, which could be the 
difference in Tuesday’s border 
tilt between the two rivals. If 
the Tigers’ shots aren’t dropping 
early and often, the Hornets 
should come away with a W, 
but Basso will be the best pure 
scorer on the court and the 
Hornets will throw the house 
at him and hope he has an off 
game. This is an intriguing 
game for many reasons; the no 
love-lost factor included.

No.5 PEEKSKILL – Coach 
Turner’s Class A Red Devils (0-1) were 
surprisingly better than expected, given 
the fact that they return essentially a 
shell of last year’s team, but they got after 
Mahopac and will continue to be a tough 
out for all. 

Peekskill’s Anthony Murphy soars to block shot of  Mahopac’s 
Charles Heady in indians’ win over red devils last Friday.

Peekskill’s Muhammed Patterson attempts a shot block on 
Mahopac’s Nick Simone in indians’ win over red devils.

Carmel’s Josh Alexander hauls in rebound in the rams’ 47-
42 loss to Greeley last Thursday in the first round of  the 
Lakeland tournament.

Carmel ryan Train takes a run at Greeley’s Cameron Ciero in the rams’ 
47-42 loss to Quakers in first round of  the Lakeland tournament.



By A.J. Martelli
Former longtime Lakeland girls’ hoops 

coach Steve Fallo walked into the gym at 
the hive right before halftime Saturday 
evening, his old team locked in an even-
keeled game against Horace Greeley in the 
championship round of the sixth annual 
Carolyn Conroy Tournament.

Fallo watched intently as Miranda 
Lustig, the new boss of the Hornets, 
kept things under control. Some second 
half adjustments led to a 38-25 win over 
the Quakers, Lakeland winning its own 
tournament and getting off to a 2-0 start 
in the process.

“It’s amazing,” Lustig said. “I was pretty 
nervous, but the girls played great. There’s 
no better way to start off the season than 
being 2-0, I can’t complain about that. 
We had some lows, but they came out of 
it, just with a little bit of aggression and 
passion. They worked together.”

The Hornets led 16-11 halfway through 
the second quarter, but Greeley was able 
to go on a run of five unanswered points 
to tie it at 16 heading into the break. The 
Hornets, though, responded with a run of 
10 straight points, busting out offensively 
at the start of the third quarter.

Sophomore Jordyn Coitino, who led 
Lakeland with 12 points – all by way of 
3-point field goals – hit back-to-back 
shots from outside the arc to start the 
Hornets’ run. Ellie Dineen-Carey, who 
finished with 10 points and was named 
tourney MVP, then sank two straight 

layups on consecutive possessions to give 
Lakeland a 26-16 edge, which held up.

“This tournament is always really 
important to us,” Dineen-Carey said. 
“Starting the season off on a positive note 
after getting a new coach, trying to get into 
the swing of things – it’s definitely good 
that we’ve started off strong. At halftime 
we kind of refocused ourselves, did what 

we had to do. They were playing 
a zone, so they had to move the 
ball around; get the ball in and 
out. When the defense would 
box on me I could get the ball 
to Jordyn, and when they boxed 
on her she got it to me, and I was 
able to get in the paint and get 
layups.”

Senior Danielle Stabile was 
given an all-tourney nod and 
played well in the Hornets’ 36-
26 win over East Ramapo in the 
opening round of the tournament 
Friday night. Lakeland will try to 
keep it at tonight when it hosts 
Putnam Valley.

The Hornets were not the 
only ones who came away with 
a tournament win this past 
weekend. Defending Class A 
champion PEEKSKILL made a 
statement, winning the Tappan 
Zee Tip-Off Tournament for 
the second straight year in a 
most eye-opening way. The Red 
Devils pummeled Hamilton 
with a capital ‘P’ on Friday night, 
winning 98-20 in the tourney’s 

opening round. Peekskill followed up 
with a 66-45 win in the finals Saturday, 
proving they might still be the team to 
beat in Class A.

Lisana Burnett was named tournament 
MVP and showed why she was worthy of 
the honor in the thrashing of Hamilton 
in round one. Burnett scored 18 points 
in the first quarter and finished with 27, 
adding eight rebounds, seven steals and 
four assists to boot.

Junior sniper Lanay Rodney was named 
the Red Devils all-tournament player.

“It was a good test for us to see how 
we are with a new style of play and a new 
coach,” Rodney said. “We got to work our 
press vs. Hamilton and constantly ran. 
Tappan Zee gave us a harder match and 
we still came out with a victory (won by 
more than 20 points), so it really shows 
how good we are and we can only get 
better.”

Peekskill (2-0) will host Greeley Friday 
night in its home opener.

HENDRICK HUDSON is yet another 
team off to a fine start, the Sailors winning 
their first two games this season. Hen Hud 
opened the year by upending North Salem 
61-22 last Wednesday, and then knocked 
off PUTNAM VALLEY 52-35 this past 
Friday.

In the win over North Salem, senior 
Amber Feminella shined, posting a 
double-double with 19 points and 10 
rebounds. Amy Glashoff helped her out 
with 11 points, and Coach Ken Sherman 
was encouraged to see his girls overcome 
a sluggish first quarter to collect win 

number one.
“We got off to somewhat of a slow 

start – we were up 13-6, but then we had 
20 points in the second quarter,” he said. 
“We had a 20-point lead at halftime and 
really didn’t look back from there; got 
some easy buckets, like I wanted, and 
some easy layups, which helps your field 
goal percentage. They did exactly what I 
wanted; it was a good season opener for 
us.”

The win over Put Valley was sophomore 
Jaelyn Smith’s coming out party, as she led 
the way with 20 points and five steals. 
Glashoff threw in 16 points, but beating 
the Tigers was no easy task, according to 
Sherman.

“Jaelyn had an unbelievable game – she 
was the story of the game, but Put Valley 
is much improved,” he said. “Their guard 
play is not weak but solid, and they have 
Reena Olsen – she is much improved from 

last year. We had to shut her down and 
Amber did a great job on her; limiting her 
as much as we could. My girls kept saying 
‘she’s too tall’ and I had to tell them, ‘I can’t 
make her shorter.’ We had to play tougher, 
and we did.”

The Sailors host John Jay-East Fishkill 
tomorrow night and will be without 
Feminella – she sustained an ankle injury 
in the win over Putnam Valley. Sherman 
thinks his girls will step up, nonetheless.

“It’s going to be a tough test without her,” 
he said. “Our guards are going to have to 
pick it up in order to hang with them. But, 

continued on page 27
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Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.
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Brewster’s emily Sanyshyn has a big game in Bears’ win over host Putnam Valley, scoring 16 points to 
go with five steals and five rebounds.

Putnam Valley’s Alex Knight and Brewster’s 
Frannie Merkel (22) go all out for loose ball in 
Bears’ win over Tigers.
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Lakeland, Peekskill Come Away with Tourney Hardware
Ossining Unfurls Banners; Hen Hud off to Strong Start
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PV’s Stephanie Wagner tries to go baseline against the 
defense of  Brewster’s dayja Medina in Bears’ win over Tigers.
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ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
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But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 
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secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 
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Alfonzetti, Gamby Leading Rams; Brewster Hot on Ice
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

It’s been four years since both D-I 
Lakeland/Panas and D-II Yorktown 
competed for their respective Section 1 
ice hockey championships in the winter of 
2010, and the level of play in this neck of 
the woods has tailed off some ever since. 
Suffern and Mamaroneck have owned 
the D-I landscape, with a little bit of 
Scarsdale sprinkled in, while Pelham has 
ruled D-I with an iron fist, taking it over 
from Rye. The down-county powers that 
be have been insurmountable for teams 
from the NWE/Putnam Examiner area, 
and some lower Westchester/Rockland 
County pundits insist the trend continues 
this season. But February is a long way 
off and there’s plenty of time to prove the 
naysayers wrong, gang, so get cracking!

CARMEL (2-1-1) has gotten off to a 
relatively good start, taking second in 
their IceBreaker tournay bracket and then 
pounding winless Lakeland/Panas, 10-
0, last Saturday night at the BIA. Ram F 
Mike Gamby (6G, 4A) has been fire on ice 
this year and he added three first-period 
goals against the Rebels. Teammate Tyler 
Alfonzetti (8G, 3A) has been sensational 
as well, and padded his numbers with 
two goals and three assists. Gamby and 
Alfonzetti went for two goals apiece as 
Carmel beat Greeley, 5-2, on Sunday. 
Willow Barnes stopped 25 shots between 
the pipes.

BREWSTER is off and running at 2-0. 
Aaron Treiling has a goal and four assists 
to lead Brewster and teammate Antonio 

Barone (2G, 2A) has been a nice find, 
and the tape on the stick of James Carey 
(4G) has melted due to the heat of his 
stick. Connor Henderson (3G, 1A) and 
JT Goodliffe (3A) all have three or more 
points. The Bears knocked off Somers/
North Salem, 7-5, last Friday when 

Henderson paced the attack with 
two goals and an assist. Sean 
DeGaray (1G, 1A) and Goodliffe 
(2A) were prominent Bears  
on ice.

SOMERS/NORTH SALEM 
(16-6 last year) has a chance to 
compete with some of the big 
dogs after a solid 2014 season, 
provided the Sabers can establish 
an identity. Four-year senior 
veteran Luigi Olinto (4A) returns 
as the chief playmaker up front 
with Matt Clark, Mike Garrity, 
RJ LaSpina (6G, 4A), Max Tytla, 
Nick Caleri and Richard O’Leary 
forming the lines.

The defense features Jonathan 
Henning, Cross Santaniello, Joe 
Jerie, Michael Dutt and Olivia 
Hale in front of G Tim Henning.

LaSpina is off to a fresh start 
and had a pair of goals and set 
up three more in Somers/North 
Salem's 9-0 win over Lakeland/
Panas, which got the Sabers (1-
3) off the schneid. Jerie (1G, 1A), 
Caleri (2G) and Hale (3A) were 
doing work.

“I think tonight's win will give 
us a ton of confidence going 
forward” Olinto said.  “We went 

out there looking to have fun, and that is 
exactly what we did. If we keep working 
hard, then we can do anything. We are 
1-3, but we could easily be 4-0.  We will 
build off of this win. This will be a huge 
turning point for us.”

The Rebels, who are hurting this year 
and appear to be in for a long one, were 
the elixir Somers needed...

FAST BREAKS – Yorktown rebounded 
from a surprising opening-night 
beatdown from Carmel to shock John Jay 
CR, 5-2, with Frank Gavigan (5G, 2A) 
notching a hat trick and Liam Donnelly 
(4G, 2A) tickling twine twice. Teammate 
Shaun Benson (1G, 3A) has been a 

playmaker… Drew Homola (4G, 4A) of 
Kennedy has done some damage early on, 
as has teammate William Martirano (3G, 
4A)… … Tommy Cascone (3G, 1A) has 
been hot over at Hen Hud… Matthew 
Stefunek (4G, 1A) has been steady for 
Mahopac (2-2), especially on the power 
play where he has a pair of tallies. John 
Dignam and Robert Buckley have three 
points each. Mahopac edged Fox Lane, 
2-1, behind goals from Matt DeRosa (1A), 
Stefunek, who helped pepper Fox Lane 
goalie Abbie Ives (61 saves) with 63 shots.

We’ll know more about the locals 
this week as Yorktown takes on surging 
Pawling Tuesday, Mahopac plays at Rye 
Wednesday, and Hen Hud will take on 
Brewster Friday.

Opponents have done all they can to slow down Carmel’s Mike 
Gamby but he has the rams off  to a solid 2-1-1start with 6G 
and 4A.
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Lakeland field hockey players emily Power (Adelphi university) and Alex Halpin (uMass) signed their 
NLi last week surrounded by teammates and Coach Sharon Sarsen.

Lakeland, Peekskill Come Away with Tourney Hardware
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2-0 is a good start and we only have one 
game this week. If there was ever a time 
to have (Amber) roll her ankle, I’ll take 
it this week.”

OSSINING unveiled its New York 
State title picture last Tuesday night, and 
picked up right where it left off with a 
92-22 win over Greeley to start the year. 
Jalay Knowles and Shadeen Samuels led 
the way, matching each other’s point 
total with 21 apiece.

“It was nice, we did the unveiling of 
our state championship picture,” Head 
Coach Dan Ricci said. “The kids were all 
pumped up; they came out flying, scored 
34 points in the first quarter. They just 
played really hard. Jalay and Shadeen set 
the tone, but all the kids played hard.”   

Next, the Pride (1-0) will travel to the 
Bahamas to compete in the KSA Sand 
Jam Tournament, which starts Thursday.

“We leave Wednesday, come back 
Sunday – we’re excited,” Ricci added 
of the upcoming trip. “We’re playing a 
couple good teams: one is from Colorado 

(Mountain Vista), one is from Virginia 
(Madison), and we’re also playing 
Ursuline (from here). It’ll be a great 
experience and we’re looking forward  
to it.”

Last Monday night was impressive on 
the part of BREWSTER, as the Bears 
handed Pawling a devastating 75-22 
loss. Tara D’Ottavio (16 points), Emily 
Sanyshyn (13 points) and Fran Merkel 
(12 points) went on the attack, which 
they also were during a 68-29 rout of 
Putnam Valley.  Sanyshyn had 16 points, 
five steals and five rebounds in the game 
for the Bears while Julia Borsari had 12 
points, nine rebounds and three blocks 
and Merkel added 12 points, 10 rebounds 
and four blocks. G Maria Tomais had 11 
points, four rebounds and three assists 
for the Tigers. C Reena Olsen made an 
impact on the defensive end with 10 
rebounds and nine blocks while adding 
seven points for the Tigers. Saturday 
the Bears will welcome Lakeland for a 
matinee matchup.

zachary Selinger of  Cortlandt Manor and Leo 
Cummings of  Shrub Oak were part of  the 
Quad State Seminoles baseball team that won 
the 2014 dreams Park Cooperstown Classic 
Championship.

Lakeland Field Hockey Duo Ink NLI

Local Duo Win 
Cooperstown Classic
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Peekskill’s Charle redd goes strong to the hole against the defense of  Mahopac’s Aiden Hynes, but it wasn’t enough for the red devils, who suffered a 72-64 loss to the host indians last Friday night during 
the head coaching debut of  longtime assistant Coach Tim Turner (inset), who took over the program from NYS Hall of  Fame legend Lou Panzanaro... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

Peekskill  
Seeing  
Redd in  
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Red Devils  
Fall to 
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in Coach 
Turner’s  
Debut


