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Governor

By Janine Bowen

W estchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino 
may be behind in the 
polls in next week’s 

gubernatorial race, but local residents 
who know him best and have followed 
his political career since high school 
aren’t counting him out yet.

Growing up in Thornwood, Astorino 
attended Westlake High School, where he 
was involved in student government and 
frequently sought out leadership roles, 
according to former superintendent John 
Whearty. It came as no surprise to him 
when Astorino was elected to a seat on 
the Mount Pleasant Board of Education 
while he was still a student at Fordham 
University. 

As the youngest board member in the 
state at that time, Whearty said Astorino 
was a highly effective trustee, always 
financially responsible while working 
for what was best for students. Whearty 
recalled Astorino as someone who 
could tackle tough issues delicately and 
appreciated straight, honest answers. 

“He certainly is not one that wants 
to hurt anybody, but he also knows 
that in this area it’s pretty hard to keep 
living here if the expenses override you,” 
Whearty said. “I think he’s really a caring 
person.”

Concern over the financial well-being 
of town residents is something that 
Astorino brought with him to the Mount 
Pleasant Town Board 
starting in 1992. 

Former supervisor 
Joan Maybury, 
who ran alongside 
Astorino that 
year for another 
vacant council seat, 
remembered being 
impressed by how 
he worked with 
people to get them to 
understand difficult 
issues. She recalled 
his enthusiasm and 
energy on the board, where he served 
as deputy supervisor for six years, and 
said he was always well respected in the 
community. 

Although Astorino, a Hawthorne 
resident, is often busy serving as 
county executive and more recently 
while campaigning for governor, it’s 
not uncommon to see him throughout 
Mount Pleasant. 

Michael Aerakis, owner of the 
Thornwood Coach Diner, said Astorino 
has been a regular customer for more 
than 20 years and still visits a few times a 

month, often with his family. Whenever 
he visits, Astorino always takes time to 
speak with residents about issues and 

their personal lives, 
Aerakis said. 

“He’s the best 
person in the town,” 
exclaimed Aerakis, 
who said he would 
love to see Astorino 
elected governor. 

Resident Margaret 
Gelardo, who has 
also known Astorino 
for more than two 
decades, described 
him as an honest 
and personable man 

who has always made time to speak with 
people and address their concerns. 

“He just is very down to earth and very 
in tune with the residents and with the 
community,” Gelardo said. 

Whearty said he has kept in touch 
with Astorino and is impressed that he’s 
remained active in the community, even 
keeping his membership in the Mount 
Pleasant Rotary Club.

Whearty, a founding member of the 
organization, explained that even though 
Astorino no longer has the time to attend 
the club’s weekly meetings, he always 

makes himself available for special 
events. 

“We’re very proud of the fact that Rob is 
a member and has kept his membership,” 
Whearty said. “He knows so many of 
the people and they’re so happy to see 
him, so just having him there makes a 
difference.” 

Whearty said he introduced Astorino, 
while he was president of his senior class, 
to Kevin Plunkett in the halls of Westlake 
High School. Plunkett, then an attorney 
for the school district, lead a leadership 
workshop with students, including 
Astorino. For the past five years, Plunkett 
has served as deputy county executive 
under Astorino. 

Astorino is frequently described by 
those who know him as a family man. 
Gelardo said she frequently runs into the 
county executive at the supermarket or at 
church with his children.

She said he wants to make sure his 
family’s life is as normal as possible, 
despite a highly visible position in the 
county and this high-profile campaign, 
but she believes that the transition from 
elected official to community member 
is seamless for him because he feels 
most comfortable when mingling with 
neighbors. 

Although Astorino is the cousin of one 

of Gelardo’s best friends, she didn’t know 
him until he joined the town board while 
she was working as an administrative 
assistant to former supervisor Robert 
Meehan. At the time, she was impressed 
that somebody his age was able to be 
so polished. She said she isn’t surprised 
Astorino is running for high office 
because he was always able to handle 
himself in the public eye so well. 

While Astorino has achieved political 
success since she first met him in the 
1990s, he hasn’t changed much, which to 
Gelardo is the most important factor in 
his continuing popularity in the town. 

“I’ve known him for so many years 
and I’ve seen him in different positions 
… different circumstances, and he’s 
always Rob and I think that that goes a 
long way,” she said. “That’s what makes 
him the person that he is, because I don’t 
think that he’s going to let any of this 
really change him.” 

Locals Praise County Exec Astorino’s Concern for Community

County Executive Rob Astorino has long had the personal touch that has allowed to connect well with others.

‘He just is very down 
to earth and very 
in tune with the 

residents and with 
the community.’ 

— Margaret gelardo
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Governor

By martin wilbur

W atch Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
give a speech on television 
or hold a press conference 
in person, it’s hard not to 

be impressed. There’s a command and a 
presence that many don’t have even at 
the highest levels of government.

However, in cynical times, especially 
when it comes to politicians, it’s easy to 
wonder how much of what a seasoned 
elected official lets the public see is authentic.

For some of the people who have 
watched Cuomo, who looks to win re-
election next week against Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino, and 
interacted with him on the campaign trail 
or in state government, that enthusiasm 
for public service and the positions he 
believes in are real.

“He’s extremely passionate about 
the issues that he’s advocating,” Kathy 
Hochul, Cuomo’s running mate for 
lieutenant governor, said during a recent 
visit to Mount Kisco. “I see it in his face. 
I hear it in his tone. He brings it out into 
the open because he is a person who 
cares so deeply about the residents of the 
state of New York.”

While Cuomo, a New Castle resident, 
may not be referred to as “the steamroller” 
as former governor Eliot Spitzer was 
once ungraciously called, make no 
mistake that he is tough and smart. State 
Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) said it’s no 
surprise given Cuomo’s background in 
public life, from managing his father’s 
campaigns to becoming a prosecutor, 
then as the head of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, state 
attorney general and now governor, that 
he has been able to get things done.

“I haven’t interacted with him often but 
when I did have a few moments with him 
and we discussed some of the issues, he’s 
not afraid to say ‘I think you’re wrong,’” 
Latimer said.

During the past four years, there 
have been issues that his predecessors 
were unable to advance or observers 
said couldn’t be done, said outgoing 
Republican state Sen. Greg Ball, who has 
been Cuomo’s representative the past two 
years. The tax cap, the Marriage Equality 
Act and getting the stalled Tappan Zee 
Bridge replacement project moving were 
all impressive achievements given the 
state’s history of inertia, he said.

“In the first couple of years he was 
Spitzer without the hookers,” Ball 
remarked. “I found him to be extremely 
capable, and being able to make the 
tough choices, and his honesty and being 
able to reach across the aisle in the Senate 
was refreshing.”

However, in the past two years, there 
has been a shift to more partisan politics, 
Ball lamented, pushing agenda items that 
the state’s Democratic leadership wants. 
He hopes that once the election is over, 
should he be re-elected, the Cuomo of 
2011and 2012 can return.

In his recently published memoir “All 
Things Possible: Setbacks and Success 

in Politics and Life,” Cuomo outlines his 
initial rise to prominence, his crushing 
setback when he bungled his own 
primary campaign for governor against 
Carl McCall in 2002, and his triumphant 
return to public life. 

But his resilience and his determination 
to see things through are evident. In one 
passage, he recalls how former Governor 
George Pataki had announced that he was 
going to replace the Tappan Zee in 1999 
but after 430 meetings and $88 million 
spent, there was no concrete plan.

“My belief is that if we could build it 
in 1955, it can be built again in 2011,” he 
said after taking office. “If you think we 

can’t do this, recuse yourself. I don’t want 
you involved. I’m not here to continue 
the state’s culture of failure. I’m not 
interested in why things can’t be done. I 
don’t buy the same old, same old reasons 
for not trying. That thinking ends now.”

Hochul said it is that attitude and blunt 
approach that may rub some people the 
wrong way, but there’s a reason for it.

“He’s very impatient,” she said. 
“He wants it done yesterday and we 
all understand time in public life is 
something that we both treasure and 
look at as a privilege, and while you’re in 
office you have to use every single day to 
continue to have the faith of the voters.”

‘Tough’ and ‘Impatient’ Cuomo Looks to Win Second Term

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, shown here in a 2011 visit to Pleasantville to sign the bill that enacted the state’s 2 percent tax cap, is impressive in his knowledge of  
issues and his ability to navigate Albany, observers say.

‘I found him to be extremely capable, and being able to make the tough 
choices, and his honesty and being able to reach across the aisle in the 

Senate was refreshing.’  
— State Senator greg Ball on gov. CuoMo.
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17th Congressional District

By martin wilbur

R ep. Nita Lowey may be 
completing her 26th year in 
the House of Representatives 
but she hasn’t lost her zest 

and passion for serving the country and 
residents of her district.

During another grueling campaign, 
where despite her experience she refuses 
to take the outcome for granted, Lowey, 
78, rises early to greet commuters at train 
stations and bus stops throughout the 
reconfigured 17th Congressional District, 
which for the first time takes in all of 
Rockland County in addition to much of 
central and northern Westchester.

“You know what gives me the greatest 
joy of all? Helping people,” said Lowey, 
a Harrison resident who is running on 
the Democratic and Working Family 
lines against first-time candidate, 
Republican Chris Day. “I love being able 
to help people and making a difference 
in their lives. Whether it’s an individual 
case with the veterans or whether it’s 
providing $4 million to Head Start, you 
really make a big difference in people’s 
lives.”

Part of making a difference is not only 
tending to the big issues of the day but 

on the smaller ones that affects the public 
regularly. Throughout her congressional 
career, Lowey has focused on health-
related issues, such as introducing 
legislation requiring clear and concise 
information regarding food allergens. 
She also helped lead the legislation that 
helped set the national standard of a .08 
blood-alcohol for intoxication.

The health issue facing the 

international medical community 
today is preventing the Ebola virus 
from mushrooming into a global crisis. 
Most recently, Lowey met with regional 
hospital directors to hear their plans for 
testing, isolation and treating patients 
afflicted with the virus. Properly treating 
Ebola patients will cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars each and Lowey 
has pledged to fight for greater federal 
funding for hospitals to deal with the 
challenge. 

She brushed aside Day’s criticism of 
the Obama Administration acting too 
slowly. Cutting off flights from certain 
countries, for example, is unrealistic in a 
global economy.

“They don’t come directly from 
Liberia,” Lowey said. “What are you 
going to do, cut off all flights from Great 
Britain?”

Another major concern for Lowey is 
the spiraling cost of college tuition. She 
said she has pressed her congressional 
colleagues to allow students to refinance 
their college loans With so many recent 
graduates $50,000 to $60,000 or more 
in debt, refinancing would ease their 
burden and help the economy.

“Big business can do it, why shouldn’t 

students?” Lowey asked.
Lowey said the threat of terrorism 

would not force her to support placing 
American troops on the ground in Iraq 
to fight ISIS at this time. She agrees 
with the formation of the coalition that 
should be led by many of the countries 
in the region, such as Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and Turkey.

“Some like (General Martin) Dempsey 
have said this can’t be done without 
troops on the ground but we’re not doing 
this alone,” Lowey said. “It’s not the 
United States of America versus ISIS, so 
I applaud the president for moving in a 
very thoughtful and strategic way and 
building a coalition.”

Lowey took issue with her opponent’s 
characterization that she is anything less 
than one of the staunchest supporters 
of Israel in the U.S. Congress. She 
acknowledged that the brief interruption 
of commercial flights this summer was 
wrong when unrest flared but through 
her leadership the U.S. was able to quickly 
restore them and continue helping Israel 
with funding.

As the ranking Democrat of the 
Appropriations Committee, Lowey said 

Nita Lowey

Nita Lowey
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By martin wilbur

T his year’s race for the 17th 
Congressional District seat may 
be Chris Day’s first candidacy 
for public office, but he’s no 

political neophyte.
Last fall he managed the successful race 

waged by his father, Rockland County 
Executive Ed Day, and was planning to 
do the same for a would-be candidate 
who was set to take on longtime Rep. 
Nita Lowey this November.

However, that candidate dropped 
out early this year and the district’s 
Republicans turned to Day to represent 
the party. The 29-year-old Yale graduate 
and former U.S Army Infantry officer, 
who served two months in Iraq and a 
year in Afghanistan, was ready to focus 
on his five-year-old son and career at a 
private equity and venture capital firm 
that invests in Israeli tech startups. 

But when presented with the 
opportunity to run, Day jumped in. 
He said the lack of compromise on 
Capitol Hill that sees a polarization 
between Democrats and Republicans has 
prevented the country from addressing 
its most serious problems.

“I felt the challenges we are facing as a 
country are enormous and I’m not really 
seeing people being focused on them 

and trying to bring people together and 
tackle it,” said Day, who is running on 
the Republican and Conservative lines. 
“My concerns are that (my son) and kids 
of his generation are not going to have 
the opportunity that I had so I decided 
to run.”

Issues that have been ignored are 
real solutions for the economy, which 
hasn’t responded well since the Great 
Recession despite gains on Wall Street; 
corporate taxation that doesn’t benefit 
individuals or businesses; a broken 
immigration policy; and foreign policy 
that is “rudderless.”

Regarding the economy, Day wants to 
see a simplification of the corporate tax        
code and to close the loopholes that 
sees Fortune 500 companies typically 
pay about 12 percent taxes on company 
profits while small businesses are paying 
close to 35 percent.

Day said his plan would call for 
companies that meet certain criteria for 
employee pay, executive compensation 
and outsourced and overseas production 
receive a 13 percent tax rate. Those 
companies that don’t meet the standards 
would continue to pay the current 35 
percent rate.

By providing companies with an 
incentive to pay better salaries and 

limiting outsourcing to foreign countries, 
that would address income inequality 
and get more people off federal programs 
such as food stamps.

“It will pull people up with their 
salaries and using the market to do it,” 
Day said. “It also helps create jobs in 
America.”

He supports term limits and a balanced 
budget amendment, calling the national 
debt an economic and national security 
threat.

Day is a supporter of Gen. Martin 
Dempsey’s recommendation to put 
15,000 troops into Iraq to head off the 
growing threat from ISIS. He criticized 
the administration and Lowey for its 
slow action to provide support to its 
growing threat in Iraq.

“You can’t expect the American 
infantry, much less the Iraqi infantry, 
to hold their own without any airpower 
against a motivated, intensive fighting 
force,” Day said. “It just doesn’t work that 
way in combat.”

Despite Lowey’s pro-Israel history, Day 
criticized her and the administration for 
cutting off commercial flights to Tel Aviv 
but not to and from nations impacted by 
the Ebola virus, which should have been 
done already.

The lack of urgency in Washington 
manifests itself in the immigration 
debate. Day said that the absence of a 
coherent immigration policy--both legal 
and illegal--and the inability to secure the 
country’s borders and ports is a matter of 
human safety and national security. 

The country must continue to explore 
alternative and renewable energy 
sources, including replacement of  the 
energy generated by Indian Point nuclear 
power plant. However,  Day took issue 

Chris Day

Chris Day

continued on page 5

continued on page 9
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18th Congressional District

By David Propper

S ean Patrick Maloney, the 
Democratic officeholder in the 
18th congressional seat, takes 
on Republican challenger Nan 

Hayworth, who was in Congress for two 
years before Maloney ousted her in 2012.

Sean Patrick Maloney

In Congress for the past two years, 
Maloney said he’s been able to work with 
both Democrats and Republicans across 
the aisle. Passing 13 pieces of legislation 
through the House of Representatives, 
in which three were signed into the law, 
have all helped Hudson Valley residents, 
he said.

“Those laws invest in our infrastructure, 
help our veterans and support our 
farmers,” Maloney said, adding his office 
has helped more than 600 veterans in the 
region with all sorts of claims. Maloney 
said bipartisanship was shown when 
he received endorsements from state 
senators like Republicans Greg Ball and 
Bill Larkin, “who recognize our efforts to 
reach across the aisle and get results.” 

Simply stated, Maloney is running 
on his record. When explaining the 
difference between himself and challenger 
Hayworth, Maloney repeated much of 
what he’s said during the campaign about 
Hayworth. That includes calling her a 
“Tea Party radical” who has no legislative 
accomplishments during her one term 
in Congress from 2010-2012. Hayworth 
was not able to get one piece of legislation 
signed into law, Maloney said, adding 
she has no future vision for the Hudson 
Valley. 

“This is a choice between a Bill Clinton 
Democrat and a Tea Party radical,” 
Maloney said. 

One local issue that has consumed the 
race is the new capacity put in place by 
FERC that bunches the Hudson Valley 
into the same zone as New York City, 
hiking up electricity bills. Maloney said 
he’s introduced and passed a bill that has 
both political parties support that will 

“blow this thing out of the water.” Since 
the bill has passed, Maloney, a former 
attorney who lives in Cold Spring, said 
FERC has agreed to reopen the issue. “We 
are going to win this thing. That’s a real 
result.”

Maloney said Hayworth’s claim that she 
put forward legislation called the REINS 
Act that would have controlled FERC’s 
new capacity zone was a “smokescreen.” 
He added the legislation she’s touting is a 
“silly, Tea Party fantasy” that in fact would 
not have controlled FERC’s new measure. 

During his tenure, Maloney has 
highlighted numerous initiatives that 
have resulted in more assistance for 
Hudson Valley residents. After the tragic 
December 1 MTA train crash that killed 
four people, including a Cold Spring 
resident, Maloney has fought for safety 
upgrades including a positive train 
control crash avoidance system. He has 
also advocated for legislation that would 
cut red tape for veterans in need. 

Economically, Maloney has worked 
toward infrastructure upgrades for part 
of the region in need and has helped 
manufacturing jobs with the Made in 
America Act to boost local industries. 
Congressional Quarterly and the National 
Journal have ranked Maloney in the top 
three percent of all members of Congress 
for bipartisanship in regards to his voting 
record. 

“The only way I achieve the results 
that we’ve gotten is by being bipartisan,” 
Maloney said. “Voting against my own 
party and my own president when I 
thought it was right.”  

Nan Hayworth

Hoping to make a comeback to 
Congress, Hayworth, a doctor, has been 
reminding voters how hard she fought for 
the Hudson Valley when she was in office 
for two years. And she has no problem 
stressing to those voters where Maloney 
has failed. 

Hayworth said she voted to help small 
main street businesses, assist veterans by 
keeping VA hospitals in the region open 
just for those veterans, and save seniors 
who rely on Medicare by keeping those 
dollars where they belong, while Maloney 
has not. 

Traveling around the district the past 
five years, Hayworth, a Bedford resident, 
said she understands how businesses and 
residents are suffering, especially from 
the aftershocks of the Affordable Care 
Act, or, in other words, Obamacare. She 
said people are losing access to healthcare 
because insurance has actually gone up 
and businesses aren’t hiring as many 
employees or they are knocking them 

down to part-time positions. 
Hayworth also said she would like to 

loosen up regulators who are making it 
harder to get a loan or mortgage in the 
Hudson Valley. Finally, she wants the tax 
code to be fairer to the middle class and 
small businesses. 

“When you have a Washington heavy 
agenda the way the congressman does, the 
insiders are going to do well,” Hayworth 
said. “It’s the folks here who are suffering.” 

When addressing the new capacity 
zone that bunches the Hudson Valley 
and New York City together, raising 
electricity prices sharply, Hayworth said 
the representative from this area must 
not empower Washington bureaucrats 
and regulators like Maloney has done. 
Hayworth said she co-sponsored the 
REINS Act, which would have made 
regulators accountable to Congress if they 
were going to impose a rule that would 
cost at least $15 million in economic 
consequences, which applies to the new 
capacity zone. In 2013 when it was known 
the prices were going to hike, Hayworth 
said Maloney did nothing until there was 
public outcry in 2014 once the regulation 
took effect. 

“It’s not enough to try to come after the 
fact when people are suffering now,” she 
said. “And suffering for months and FERC 
is a very tough adversary.” 

Hayworth said legislation to reverse the 
price hike is far from a guarantee. Another 
way Maloney would be responsible for 
energy price hikes is if his support of 
closing nuclear power plant Indian Point 
actually happened, Hayworth argued. 

Hayworth noted several occasions 
where she worked with Democrats. 
Examples of that include getting residents 
Hurricane Irene relief and Tappan Zee 
Bridge funding. “It think it’s crucial we 
work together,” she said. 

Hayworth also said she voted against her 
own party when it came to environmental 
issues. After beating Maloney in a primary 
in June for the Independence Party line, 
Hayworth is confident she can do it in the 
general election. 

“(Voters) know I will be a solid, honest, 
independent vote who stands with the 
Hudson Valley,” Hayworth said. 

Maloney, Hayworth Square Off for 18th Congressional Seat

Sean Patrick Malony Nan Hayworth

she has 12 subcommittees that report to 
her, influence she is able to use to help fund 
initiatives she feels is crucial to the district, 
such as more money for Head Start.

While Lowey is pleased that the stock 
market continues to be near record highs 
despite a recent pullback and unemployment 
is at its lowest since the Great Recession, she 

is worried about those who can’t find jobs. 
She wants to see more resources placed 
in educating today’s students for careers 
related to science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM). 

Training in those fields, particularly 
the energy industry, is crucial as the 
country steadily moves away from 
dependence on foreign oil and explores 

alternatives, Lowey said. She said she 
wants to see nuclear energy phased out 
at Indian Point and eventually converted 
to another source.

“That is why I’m so focused on 
education, preparing our young people 
for  the jobs of the future so we’re ready,” 
she said.

Lowey said she was able to help get 

toward construction of the new Tappan 
Zee Bridge, but waiting until federal 
funds are in place to build the bridge 
wasn’t realistic, funding Day said he 
would fight to obtain.

“If he thinks as a back-bencher he’s 
going to influence the Tea Party crowd 
and the Republican Party, I have some 
questions,” Lowey said.

Nita Lowey
continued from page 4
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40th State Senate District

By Rick Pezzullo

Serving people is something 
Terrence Murphy takes pride in 
all aspects of his life.

“I’ll never get tired of serving 
the community. It’s something I do 
every day as a health care provider,” said 
Murphy, a chiropractor who has operated 
Yorktown Health and Wellness Center 
on Commerce Street since 1999. “There’s 
some DNA involved in it, serving people.”

Murphy, 48, who with his mom and 
five older siblings opened Murphy’s 
Restaurant in Yorktown in 2006 as a 
tribute to his late father, is a lifelong town 
resident who grew up near Wilken’s Fruit 
Farm. For 15 years he volunteered caring 
for Yorktown High School athletes as an 
on-field medical professional and started 
the watchdog group Keeping Westchester 
Safe.

He was first elected to the Yorktown 
Town Board in 2009 and was reelected 
to a second four-year term last year. He 
ran unsuccessfully for the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators on two 
occasions and is now looking to succeed 
state Senator Greg Ball (R,C,I/Patterson) 
in the 40th District, which spreads from 

northern Westchester to Sleepy Hollow 
and includes Putnam and a portion of 
Dutchess County.

Murphy is running on the Republican, 
Conservative, Independence, Green and 
Stop the Common Core lines and believes 
his governmental experience sets him 
apart from his Democratic opponent 
Justin Wagner.

“The difference between me and my 
opponent is I have a track record. The 
difference between us is experience,” 
Murphy said. “The difference between me 
and my opponent is integrity. I will not 
lower myself to his cesspool. He’s come 
after my wife, my kids, my restaurant. 
Hopefully people will see through his 
nonsense.”

“It will be a little bit of a learning curve 
for me but I will be able to transition 
much smoother than him,” Murphy 
added. “This is a real big deal and I’m 
looking forward to it. You’re in the Major 
Leagues now.”

Economic Development
Over the last five years Murphy said he 

has helped pave the way for more than 
three dozen new businesses to open in 
Yorktown and approval of multi-million 
dollar development projects including 
public-private partnerships which address 
Yorktown’s infrastructure and flood 
mitigation needs. Among those he cited 
were Costco, the Mount Kisco Medical 
Group building on Hill Boulevard and 
The Field Home on Catherine Street.

“New York State ranks 50th among 
business-friendly states. We have the 

highest taxes and we’ve lost close to 
400,000 people. People are leaving 
en masse because they can no longer 
afford the taxes,” he said. “I’m a fiscal 
conservative. How about a two percent 
spending cap? The school taxes are a 
crushing burden on constituents.”

Gas Pipeline
Murphy has come under fire for voting 

to ask the state Legislature for permission 
to possibly alienate parkland in Yorktown 
for a “pigging station” as part of a proposed 
expansion of a natural gas pipeline. He 
later voted for a resolution that expressed 
serious concerns about the project.

He contended with a deal calling for 
Spectra to contribute $1.5 million for 
recreational fields at Granite Knolls off 
the table he would lobby in the Senate to 
have the “pigging station” relocated out 
of Yorktown, although he maintained 
the state and municipalities were at the 
mercy of the federal government with the 
pipeline.

“We have no say in it. The pipeline 
has been here for over 60 years. 
The infrastructure of the pipeline is 
crumbling,” Murphy said. “The pipeline 

Terrence Murphy
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Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor,  Sticks his Neck Out for
Tom Diana for Councilman because It’s ALL our Necks on the Line!
For the past few weeks, against conventional wisdom, I’ve been sponsoring ads at
my own expense in which I endorse Tom Diana for Town Councilman, running
contrary to my own Party’s candidate and taking risks as a businessman to a seg-
ment of my prospective market. I accept those risks because what is more impor-
tant to me is my love of Yorktown and its well-being as a vibrant community. 

As November 4th draws near, I urge you to remember the recent past and to take 
positive steps to see that it is not repeated. Vote for Tom Diana to bring honesty
and integrity back to the Town Board which, to use a crude analogy, has had a
bad case of constipation for the past two years because of obstructionist mentali-
ty that blocks progress that had been initiated by the Grace administration.

If Diana’s opponent were to be elected, that would tip the balance to the
obstructionist side and once again, the fringe elements supporting her would rule
to clip the wings of growth that we refreshingly experienced before our Board was
reduced in number to four. 

Vote for Tom to return us to our path of growth. Let’s see Costco bring us new
jobs, lower gas prices, and a strong tax base. Let’s see our downtown rebuilt at
Depot Square, and get the JV Mall going again, with more jobs and better shop-
ping opportunities.  Let’s treat our senior citizens better than we’ve been doing,
and get more creative about getting those ballfields for our kids. 

In short, let’s get more “pro” and not “anti” about everything that’s good for
us. Vote for Tom Diana come November 4th. Vote. Vote for Yorktown. Vote!

R

Terrence Murphy

continued on page 9
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40th State Senate District

By Rick Pezzullo

T wo years ago, Croton-on-Hudson 
resident Justin Wagner came 
within two percentage points of 
upsetting State Senator Greg Ball 

(R,C,I/Patterson) in the 40th District, 
the closest race in the state involving an 
incumbent.

The 33-year-old Democrat has returned 
this year for another shot at the same seat, 
this time against Yorktown Councilman 
Terrence Murphy after Ball opted not to 
seek reelection.

“I’m running for the State Senate 
because of all the government bodies we 
can make the most change and there’s the 
opportunity for reform,” Wagner said. “The 
desire for reform and change unifies the 
region. Everybody wants something new. 
We have a very good chance of winning.”

Wagner is a district leader in the Town 
of Cortlandt. He works as an attorney at 
the law firm of Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
where he is a litigation associate in the 
Complex Commercial Litigation group. 
In 2009, he spent four months working 
pro bono in Brooklyn representing 
indigent homeowners facing foreclosure 
proceedings.

He is currently on a leave of absence 
from his firm and said he will leave his 
practice if he is elected to the Senate on 
November 4.

“I’m no Greg Ball. I have no chicken 
suits,” Wagner remarked. “I’ve put forward 
a set of substantive ideas. We want to push 
our issues. Let them push the garbage. He’s 
(Murphy) only been there (on Yorktown 

Town Board) for one term. It’s not like he is 
some sort of Socrates of local government.”

Economic Development
Wagner said his approach to economic 

development would be to focus on 
small businesses by maybe offering tax 
incentives. He said he supports Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s Start Up NY plan.

“I support that type of creativity,” Wagner 
said, noting he believes the tax code can be 
revised to reward businesses that create 
jobs. He also maintained unnecessary and 
burdensome regulations that hamstring 
businesses should be repealed.

Gas Pipeline
Wagner has joined the anti-“Murphy 

Pipeline” movement by criticizing his 
opponent for voting to ask the state 
Legislature for permission to pursue the 
alienation of parkland in Yorktown to 
clear the way for a proposed expansion of a 
controversial natural gas pipeline. He also 
stressed Murphy was silent when Spectra 
Energy representatives appeared at a work 
session to discuss their plans.

“When he had them for an hour in front 
of him he didn’t ask one question. His 
board had the leverage,” Wagner said. “This 
is not for any public benefit. What are we 

getting? We’re getting a lot of construction 
and a lot of radon. I was one of the first 
people to speak out about this. I sat down 
with Spectra and it became very apparent 
that they would just railroad this through.”

Wagner, who was endorsed by the Sierra 
Club, the nation’s oldest and largest grassroots 
environmental organization, said he was 
“very skeptical” about hydraulic fracking, but 
added “if there is a way to do it and create 
jobs, let’s do it. I will defer to people we have at 
the state who study this.” He noted he would, 
however, vote for both a moratorium bill and 
a ban on hydraulic fracking.

Women’s Equality Act
Wagner said he would support all 10 

points in the proposed Women’s Equality 
Act, and labeled Murphy “anti-choice” for 
being against the controversial 10th point 
where abortions would be allowed at 24 
weeks or later if a woman’s health, including 
her emotional health, was in danger.

“I support all 10 points and I could vote 
individually on them,” he said. “Those 
decisions should be between a doctor and 
a woman.”

NY SAFE Act
Following the school shootings in 

Justin Wagner

Get On Deck with
The George Ondek Show

Tax Watchdog!
RE: Proposed 2015 Peekskill City Managers Budget
Your tax watchdog of Northern Westchester and Putnam

objects to the Peekskill Manager’s proposed  
budget for the following reasons:

1. I’ve been told it would only cost Peekskill taxpayers  
approx. $50/year because it’s just a 2.5% increase in  

property taxes. However, it has also recommended a 10% 
increase in water rates, a 20% increase in sewer rates, and a 

$350,000 charge for the city to begin a  
city wide property evaluation.

2. The City manager is also proposing the addition of four 
full-time and four part time positions for the city payroll.

The taxpayers of Peekskill cannot afford these proposals  
by the City Manager and I urge my fellow citizens of  

Peekskill to attend the City Council and budget  
meetings and make your voices heard.

Sincerely yours,
George Ondek

Justin Wagner

continued on page 9
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94th District

By David Propper

Republican Steve Katz

E ven if Republican Steve 
Katz wins this election and 
earns another term as a state 
assemblyman in the 94th 

District, the next two years are the final 
two for him. As a fervent believer in term 
limits, Katz, a Yorktown resident who has 
been in office for four years, this would be 
his last assembly campaign one way or the 
other. 

During his time in office, Katz feels 
he’s had a positive effect on his district. 
Responsiveness to constituent needs, a 
leader in Second Amendment rights, and 
fighting for legislation that would help 
senior citizens stay in their homes, Katz 
is confident voters will return him to 
Albany. 

“I’ve done everything within possible 
to try to help New York become more 
business friendly,” Katz said. “And I’ve 
certainly been calling out the corruption 
I see in Albany.” 

Katz held nothing back when discussing 
the disbandment of the Moreland 

Commission by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, calling him an “Orwellian lair” 
and “unfit for public office.” Katz, who is 
strongly against the SAFE Act and would 
repeal the act immediately if he could, said 
he would want to see legislation that fights 
to take illegal guns off the street rather 
than targeting law-abiding gun owners. 
There were more than 400 murders with 
guns, Katz said, and only three of them 
were by the hand of legal gun owners. 

Katz also believes in a full repeal of 
Common Core. He said Republicans in 
the Assembly, including himself, voted for 
an amendment to Common Core that put 
the implementation on hold for two years 
in order to further study it and know what 
would works and what doesn’t but that 
measure was voted down by Democratic 
assemblymen. 

Katz was caught in controversy early 
into his second term when he pulled 
over driving up to Albany and ticketed 
for marijuana possession. His opponent, 
Andrew Falk, has called him a hypocrite 
for the legal troubles, but Katz, again not 
pulling any punches, denounced Falk 
as the hypocrite for taking campaign 
money—more than $325,000—from 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. 
According to Katz, Silver has been accused 
of doing very little, if nothing, when 
addressing sexual harassment claims that 
involve other assemblymen. 

Because of the money donated from 
Silver, Katz said Falk would not be 
independent and is not fit for office. 

“My opponent has sold out our district 
in a desperate, pathetic attempt to get on 
the public payroll so he can ultimately be 
a lifer up there and get a public pension,” 
Katz remarked. 

Calling himself a citizen legislator who 
support seniors and veterans and has one 
of the lowest expense accounts among 
lawmakers, Katz said he and his staff have 
been tireless in coming up with answer 
for residents in the district who have 
concerns. “I’m very proud of that,” he said.

Democrat Andrew Falk

S ince announcing his intent to 
run, Andrew Falk’s mantra 
has been about helping Lower 
Hudson middle class families. 

The Democrat faced Katz in 2012 and 
lost, but he’s hoping this time his message 

resonates with enough voters from both 
political parties. 

“Jobs, tax relief, economic growth, 
those are the issues driving the campaign,” 
he said. “We need a voice in Albany more 
than we ever have.” 

Knocking on more than 10,000 doors, 
Falk said there is a fear from homeowners 
that they won’t be able to keep up with 
their mortgage and when they finish 
payments, they’ll be retired and won’t 
be able to afford property taxes. Falk, a 
Patterson resident, said he would advocate 
for a tax credit for companies that hire new 
employees and raise the minimum wage, 
which would be an economic stimulate. 

Falk, who has run advertisements 
critical of his opponent, said he has 
“serious problems” with Katz’s voting 
record, including voting against domestic 
violence protection, in one case refusing 
to vote for a bipartisan bill that would 
send the name of person convicted of 
domestic violence to the FBI and put into 
a database to prevent that person from 
getting a firearm. 

Falk also admonished Katz for getting 
caught with marijuana possession on 
his way to Albany for legislative session. 
He said Katz was a hypocrite because he 
voted against medical marijuana before 
he got caught for possession, but changed 
his tune soon after and then supported 
medical marijuana. 

“Only when his hypocrisy blew up in 
spectacular fashion, only after that did he 
change his vote,” Falk said. “It’s that type 
of hypocritical behavior that I think is a 
fair thing to consider on whether we want 
to reelect somebody.” 

When it comes to the SAFE Act, he 
believes the intentions were good, but it 
should not have passed in the middle of 
the night. Falk knows society isn’t safer 
when law-abiding citizens are the ones 
targeted. He believes a better concept of 
gun control could be reached if all parties, 
including gun owners, discussed the topic. 

As for Common Core, another hot 
button issue, Falk said while he wants high 
education standards, the implementation 
was rolled out horribly. He doesn’t believe 
lawmakers should be telling teachers how 
to teach and wants local control of how 
students learn. 

Falk, an attorney, said he believes the 
Moreland Commission should have been 
allowed to finished, though he wasn’t 
overly critical of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo for shutting it down.  If elected, 
Falk said, “I’m going to be a bipartisan 
legislator that’s going to represent 
everyone in the district.” 

No Love Lost Between Katz and Falk in Assembly Rematch

Steve Katz Andrew Falk
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needs to be changed. From day one it’s 
been about safety and transparency. We 
have a pipeline that runs right through 
Legacy Field. My kids play on that field.”

Murphy noted he was against fracking 
because “anything that will contaminate 
our water is completely unacceptable,” and 
stressed he was proud of his environmental 
voting record as a councilman.

Women’s Equality Act
Murphy said he would support nine of 

the 10 points in the proposed Women’s 
Equality Act, but was not in favor of the 
controversial 10th point where abortions 
would be allowed at 24 weeks or later if a 
woman’s health, including her emotional 
health, was in danger.

“Bring Justin Wagner here. I’ll sign 
off on nine of the 10 points right now,” 
Murphy said. “On the last point you 
would not only be harming the baby but 
also the woman. If you think as a health 
practitioner that I would vote to allow a 

non-health professional to perform that 
procedure it is incomprehensible.”

NY SAFE Act
Murphy said he would support a full 

repeal of the New York Secure Ammunition 
and Firearms Enforcement Act of 2013. 
The gun control law was passed by the New 
York State Legislature on January 15, 2013, 
and was signed into law the same day by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. 

“It’s just a matter of doing things the 
right way. Don’t shoot and then aim. 

I think that’s what they did,” Murphy 
remarked. “As a father of three kids it 
knocked me to my core what happened 
in Newtown but under this law an SRO 
officer would become a criminal by going 
on school grounds with a gun.”

Murphy noted that he voted to put a drug 
enforcement officer on the Yorktown Police 
Department to help combat the growing 
heroin problem in the region, adding 
Putnam is considered one of the highest 
drug trafficking counties in the state.
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with Lowey’s contention that the United 
States is now more energy independent, 
saying it depends far too much on 
foreign oil.

He also took the congresswoman to 

task for her inability to secure funding-
-not just loans--to help finance the 
new Tappan Zee Bridge construction. 
While she does bring money back to the 
district, Day pointed out that she had no 
legislation passed in 2013.

Day pledged to work with pragmatists 
on both sides of the aisle and be willing 
to compromise, but wouldn’t kowtow to 
Speaker John Boehner or the Tea Party.

“If you think America is going in the 
wrong direction, if you think we need a new 

way of getting things done, and focus on 
pragmatic issues and focus on 21st century 
approaches instead of a 20th century 
approach to things, new ideas, fresh ideas, 
independent ideas working across the aisle, 
then vote for me instead,” Day said.

Chris Day
continued from page 4

Terrence Murphy
continued from page 6

Justin Wagner
Newtown, CT, Wagner joined the Board 
of Directors of New Yorkers Against Gun 
Violence, an organization that sponsors 
programs in schools to educate youth 
about gun violence and teaches non-violent 

conflict resolution strategies to students.
Wagner said he supports some parts of 

the New York Secure Ammunition and 
Firearms Enforcement Act of 2013. The 
gun control law was passed by the New 
York State Legislature on January 15, 2013, 

and was signed into law the same day by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. 

However, he said he “takes exception 
to how it was passed,” noting he supports 
legislation that prohibits voting in the state 
Legislature after 9 p.m.

“So many deaths are attributable to 
unlocked guns,” he said. “90% of Americans 
support background checks. I care deeply 
against the crisis of gun violence. I reject 
the idea that we can’t do anything to make 
the streets safe.”

continued from page 7

The Empty Chair Needs to be Filled
The people of Yorktown deserve to have

representation on the Town Board − not a rubber
stamp. The voters have a right to know where the
candidates stand on the important issues facing
the town − now and in the future. We know
where Susan Siegel stands. We know where
Supervisor Grace stands. We don’t know where
Mr. Diana stands.

Are the voters of Yorktown supposed to just
assume that Tom Diana’s positions

Don’t vote for a rubber stamp!

on the issues are the same 
as Supervisor Grace’s?

A rubber stamp in the 
hands of the Supervisor 
takes away the rights of the 
voters!  

positions

Paid for by the Yorktown Democratic Committee

Debate No Show: Yorktown Students for Better Government debate on
Wednesday, October 22, 2014 between Yorktown Town Board candidates
Susan Siegel and Tom Diana. Tom Diana did not attend.

SUSAN SIEGEL for Town Council.  Vote for an Independent Voice.
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Ossining mayor 

By Rick Pezzullo

T wo colleagues on the Ossining 
Village Board are squaring off 
for the mayor seat on November 
4.

Incumbent Mayor William Hanauer, 
who has led the village since 
2007, is seeking a fifth term 
running only on the Working 
Families line after losing in 
a Democratic primary to 
Trustee Victoria Gearity, 
who is in her second year on 
the board and is also running 
on the Independence line.

Hanauer, who is president 
of the Westchester Municipal 
Officials Association and 
founding member of the 
Northern Westchester 
Energy Action Consortium, 
had a 40-year career in 
the entertainment industry, including 
producing the New York Emmy Awards 
for five years, prior to entering politics in 
Ossining in 2005 as a trustee.

“If people look at the downtown and 
they want that to continue they should 
vote for me,” Hanauer said. “People have 

to consider what they want in terms of 
arts, open space, neighborhoods. We 
must continue to spread the tax base and 
develop what we feel won’t put a strain 
on schools and services.”

Gearity, who has two young children in 
the Ossining School District, 
is co-founder of the Ossining 
Documentary & Discussion 
Series and formerly owned 
and operated a small business 
called Birthing From Within 
Westchester, which helped 
first-time parents prepare for 
childbirth. She also worked 
as a math teacher in a private 
school.

“I’m a leader who believes 
deeply in the collaborative 
process,” Gearity said. “I am 
a leader who respects the 
opinion of others. I couldn’t 

be a mayor in a community that doesn’t 
care so much. A great leader recognizes 
great ideas from others. I’m a leader that 
recognizes there are 26,000 people in this 
community.”

Under his leadership, Hanauer said 
the village has been able to keep taxes 

down by championing the construction 
of more than 500 housing units, such as 
Avalon and Harbor Square, and 13,000 
square feet of new commercial space. 
He also favors the establishment of a 
Business Improvement District.

“We already have a basis 
for what we need there 
(downtown). We can’t wait 
because interest rates will go 
up and interest of developers 
will go down,” Hanauer 
remarked.

Before running for mayor, 
Gearity said she conducted a 
survey that revealed the top 
three issues in the village 
are downtown economic 
development, taxes and 
illegal housing.

“The arts can be a great driver 
for economic development. It’s 
not just a matter of distributing more tax 
dollars,” she said. “Businesses are starting 
to open because they’re excited about the 
future of Ossining.”

Both candidates are excited about 
the Sing Sing Museum attracting 
hundreds of thousands of visitors to 

Ossining. Hanauer played an integral 
role in its development as chairman of 
a committee and said the village needs 
more parking to accommodate visitors.

“Sing Sing Museum could be a 
game changer for Ossining,” Gearity 

said. “This museum is so 
magnificent and the question 
is how do we connect it to 
our downtown?”

Gearity has complained 
that during her almost two 
years in office information 
has not been shared equally 
among the board by Hanauer. 
She also vowed to televise the 
second hearing of citizens if 
elected, something that has 
not taken place since 2007.

“My style is to have an open 
process so I can involve more 
voices and I can understand 

more perspectives,” she said.
Hanauer said the entire board has 

supported not televising the second 
public comment period, including 
Gearity, who he also mentioned has not 
introduced any resolution to change the 
current rules.

Hanauer Seeks Fifth Term in Ossining Mayor Race vs Gearity

JUSTIN WAGNER Where the Candidates Stand TERRENCE MURPHY
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS A Woman’s Right to Choose OPPOSES
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS 10 Point Women’s Equality Agenda OPPOSES
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS Maintain Assault Weapons Ban OPPOSES
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS Maintain Background Checks for Gun Purchases OPPOSES
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS Comprehensive Campaign Finance Reform OPPOSES
SUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTSSUPPORTS Tax Free Zones to Encourage Business Growth OPPOSES

JUSTIN WAGNER Where the Candidates Stand TERRENCE MURPHY

Property Tax Relief
Justin has a real plan to lower property taxes by eliminating wasteful 
redundancies in government and passing a constitutional amendment to prevent 
new unfunded mandates.

Reform Albany
Justin’s plan to clean up Albany; build a truly independent ethics enforcement 
agency, pass campaign finance reform to clamp down on a system that resembles 
legalized bribery, and strip the pensions of corrupt officials.

Create Jobs
Justin will support job-creating investments in New York’s crumbling infrastructure 
and promote tax incentives for small businesses that create jobs on Main Street.

Oppose Algonquin Pipeline Expansion
The Algonquin Pipeline Expansion will threaten our health, safety, and property 
values by transporting fracked gas within feet of schools, parks, playgrounds, and 
residential neighborhoods. Justin will oppose the plan to extend and expand this 
pipeline.

WAGNER
USTINJ

f o r  N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  S E N A T ECheck the Facts: www.wagner4ny.com/checkthefacts

10

William Hanauer Victoria Gearity
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Yorktown Town Board

Siegel, Diana Square Off for Unexpired Paganelli Term

11

By Rick Pezzullo

F ormer Supervisor Susan Siegel 
and retired police officer 
Thomas Diana are jockeying 
for the right to fill the final 13 

months of former Councilman Dave 
Paganelli’s term on November 4.

Both candidates have talked about 
bringing a “common sense” approach to 
the board and insist they are not beholden 
to any current board member or potential 
voting block.

“I will 
investigate things 
openly, fairly 
and objectively,” 
said Siegel, who 
was ousted as 
supervisor by 
Michael Grace in 
2011 in a three-
way race after one 
term in office. 
“Obviously I 
bring a certain 
independence. I 
don’t represent 
any special 
interests and a lot of special interests 
don’t support me because of that. 
Common sense is the only tool in the 
big basket that you need. Sure, you can 
be a novice  and learn the ropes, but if 
you don’t know anything how can you be 
effective? Someone has to be able to sift 
through things and evaluate.”

Diana lost to Paganelli for highway 
superintendent last year running 
as a Democrat and switched to the 
Republican Party after the loss. Since 
retiring as a Cortlandt and Westchester 
County cop, Diana has owned and 
operated a full service fuel and heating 
oil delivery company for the last 13 years.

“I want to get back in public service. 

I saw this as an opportunity to do that,” 
Diana said. “I’m an independent thinker 
and if I don’t like something I won’t just 
push it through. What matters most to 
me is to make the best possible decision 
for the Town of Yorktown. I know I 
would be able to work with anyone on 
the Town Board.”

Siegel moved to Yorktown in 1970 
from New York City, joined the Yorktown 
League of Women Voters and started 

attending town meetings. 
She was also a newspaper 
reporter. Since losing to 
Grace, Siegel has attended 
nearly every town board and 
planning board meeting and 
provides a summary on a 
blog.

“I have what my family 
and friends call a passion 
for local government. Local 
government, especially in 
suburban communities like 
Yorktown, is the level of 
government that’s closest 
to us,” she said. “I know the 
issues. I know how the town 

functions. I know how the town could 
and should function more effectively 
and efficiently. I know how to get things 
done.”

Diana is a third generation Yorktown 
resident and had two daughters who 
graduated from the Lakeland School 
District. He feels his managerial 
experience and ability to deal with 
people will serve the town well.

“My whole career has been conflict 
resolution. I feel I would be an effective 
voice on the Town Board. It’s a 
managerial position. It’s a position where 
you basically have to keep things moving 
forward,” he said. “I think I come in with 
a clear mind and clear eyes to see what 

this town needs. I would bring common 
sense, civility and stability to the board 
instead of bickering. I know to manage 
money and I know what’s right and 
what’s wrong.”

Economic Development
Both candidates support 

the proposed Costco 
Wholesale Club on Route 
202 and feel it will provide an 
economic boost to existing 
businesses.

“Costco is definitely 
generating interest along 
202. You can see that with 
BJ’s,” Siegel said. “I think 
it will be a very positive 
thing. I know there are some 
concerns how Costco will 
hurt some small businesses 
but a business either has to 
adapt or close.”

“I believe it will enhance existing 
businesses by bringing more people to 
town,” Diana said. “I would like to make 
Yorktown be a destination place, a place 
you drive to, not drive through. Let’s keep 
the dollars spent in our own town. If it 
doesn’t go here it will go to Cortlandt, 
like Home Depot did.”

Gas Pipeline
While Diana feels the health, safety 

and welfare of residents is paramount 
with the proposed expansion of the 
natural gas pipeline, he believes Spectra 
Energy is replacing the corroded pipes 
“proactively to avoid problems.”

“There are two pipelines in the 
ground and they’re replacing one. A 
good percentage of the problems with 
pipelines come from the distribution, 
not the transmission,” Diana 
commented. “I don’t think we really 
have that much say. We can do all this 
but it’s a federal deal and they will do 

this project and the federal people will 
oversee it.”

Siegel opposes the alienation of 
parkland for the project and criticized 

some members 
of the existing 
board for not 
more forcefully 
raising a stink.

“It’s the Town 
Board staying on 
top of this and 
not taking a back 
seat,” she said. 
“The best we can 
do is constantly 
talk to our 
federal officials.”

Sober Home
D i a n a 

conceded a sober 
home residence 

could be beneficial to Yorktown, but 
has reservations about it being a short 
distance from the Soundview School on 
Underhill Avenue.

“I do believe specific things belong 
in specific places. That being right next 
to the Soundview School, I don’t think 
that’s a good spot for it,” Diana said. “If  
it was a bed and breakfast I don’t think 
anyone would say a word. If we vote yes 
we could put reasonable conditions on 
what they can do and not do.”

Siegel said she would oppose a special 
permit for the sober home because she 
doesn’t think it’s a convalescent home, a 
term she would support deleting from 
the town’s Zoning Code and adding a 
new section for sober homes.

Diana only has Republican 
backing, while Siegel will appear 
on the Democratic, Conservative, 
Independence and Working Families 
lines.

Susan Siegel 

Thomas Diana

Residents to Vote on Helping Yorktown Town Board Fill Vacancies
By Rick Pezzullo

T he depleted Yorktown Town 
Board will be asking residents 
on November 4 to give it more 
options to fill seats when they 

become empty.
A proposition on the ballot will state 

when a vacancy occurs in the offices of 
town supervisor, town council, town clerk 
or highway superintendent the Town 
Board “may fill the office by appointment 
within 30 days; and if an appointment is 
not made within 30 days, the vacancy 
may be filled by either a special election 
called by the Town Board, or in the next 

general election, whichever will allow 
the vacancy to be filled in the shortest 
space of time reasonably possible.”

The Town Board operated with only 
four members for most of the year after 
former Councilman Dave Paganelli 
was elected highway superintendent 
last November and at least three board 
members were unable to choose a 
successor.

On October 1, longtime Councilman 
Nick Bianco resigned, reducing the 
board to just Supervisor Michael Grace 
and councilmen Terrence Murphy and 
Vishnu Patel.

Many political onlookers are keeping 
an eye on the race between former 
Supervisor Susan Siegel and Shrub Oak 
resident Thomas Diana for the last 13 
months of Paganelli’s unexpired term 
since the outcome could determine how 
the board takes shape in 2015.

If Diana is victorious, he could 
join forces with Grace and Murphy 
to fill the last year of Bianco’s term, 
giving them a super majority block. 
The voting block would also likely 
be established if Murphy wins a state 
Senate seat on November 4 since 
Grace, Diana and the other sitting 

councilperson could put another ally 
in Murphy’s place.

However, if Siegel wins, she and Patel 
would likely team up to prevent Grace 
and Murphy from putting a Republican 
in Bianco’s seat. Then if Murphy moves 
on, unless some sort of compromise can 
be reached between Grace, Patel and 
Siegel, a special election, if approved by 
voters, would determine the two new 
board members.

Currently, the Town Board has the 
authority to make appointments with 
three votes, but has no power to call a 
special election.
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Susan is the ONLY candidate who has a proven 
track record of achievements that have saved 
taxpayers money and improved the quality of 
life for Yorktown residents.

Experience Counts

A RECORD WORTH VOTING FOR.

On November 4th, vote to restore TRUST in our town government.

VOTE to put Susan back on the Town Board.

www.SusanforYorktown.com            Paid for by Friends of Susan Siegel

• Reduced expenses, generated new revenue streams and established internal fi nancial 
   controls that continue to save taxpayer dollars.
• Established the fi rst full time public fi re safety inspection program. 
• Made improvements to our senior facilities, the library and town hall.
• Encouraged new commercial development, initiated a Business Revitalization Plan and 
    streamlined the development approval process.
• Strengthened our environmental protection laws.
• Established an automated emergency response notifi cation system.
• Expanded government transparency by putting town’s fi nancial records online.
• And in the process...ruffl ed the feathers of some entrenched special interest 
   groups who preferred the status quo.

Susan’s concerns have always been – and will continue to be – what’s best for 
Yorktown, not winning a popularity contest or the next election. She has the 
courage to make tough decisions. 

Elect a Voice of Reason to the Town Board

Vote for Susan Siegel


