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By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina hit the 

ground running by calling for an inde-
pendent audit of the city’s finances just 
minutes after being sworn in before a 
throng of well-wishers New Year’s Day at 
City Hall.

During his campaign, Catalina was 
highly critical of the financial manage-
ment of Peekskill under Mayor Mary 
Foster and vowed to eliminate all unnec-
essary spending on outside consultants 
and public relations firms.

“If I’m wrong about the city’s finances 
I will be the first person to come to this 
podium and apologize,” Catalina said 
during his inauguration speech. “We will 
not bond our way through the next two 
years. We will live within our means and 
there will be no deficits under my watch.”

In addition, Catalina called for a public 
referendum on the controversial central 

firehouse project be held in May and the 
establishment of a Peekskill Diamond 
Commission to begin planning for the 
city’s 75th anniversary in 2015.

“I love this city. I intend to serve every 
citizen of this city to the best of my abil-
ity,” the longtime attorney said. “Peek-
skill is a diamond in the rough that can 
be polished to become the jewel of the 
Hudson Valley.”

At the heart of Catalina’s message to 
a standing-room only audience that 
greeted him with rousing applause when 
he entered the chambers was a challenge 
to the Common Council, which remains 
Democratic controlled with four mem-
bers, to work in a bi-partisan manner for 
the best interests of city residents, not for 
political gain.

“It is clear I can’t do anything alone. I 
believe all the people sitting behind me 

Catalina Calls for Independent Audit of Peekskill’s Finances

By Rick Pezzullo
History was made in Peekskill City 

Hall on New Year’s Day when Reginald 
Johnson was appointed as the first Afri-
can American city judge.

Johnson, who made headlines in Oc-
tober after being involved in a near skir-
mish with outspoken Darrell Davis dur-
ing a Common Council meeting, will be 
filling the seat on the city bench held for 
26 years by William Maher.

“I love the City of Peekskill and it will 
make it that more special that I’m a city 
court judge,” Johnson said. “I’m excited 
and humbled and I intend to serve with 

passion, a good ear and a sense of fair-
ness.”

The 10-year appointment of Johnson 
was not without controversy as new 
Mayor Frank Catalina and Republi-
can councilmen Joe Torres and Vincent 
Vesce abstained from voting for John-
son, a Democrat, since they maintained 
they were not given a chance to interview 
Johnson or any other candidates for the 
$125,000 a year position.

“I would abstain from the vote no matter 
who the candidate is,” Catalina remarked. 
“It’s unfortunate that Judge Maher had to 

Johnson Appointment as 
City Judge History-Making

continued on page 2
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Taking the Plunge
temperatures may have been below freezing on New Year’s Day, but there was a lot of  warmth 
at the Riverfront Green in Peekskill where people stripped down to support the this is Me 
Foundation. For the full story and more photos, see page 4.
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 Peekskill Mayor Frank catalina was sworn in with his children by his side.continued on page 10
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By Rick Pezzullo
Peekskill Councilwoman 

Drew Claxton will continue to 
serve as deputy mayor after be-
ing unanimously selected last 
week by the Common Council.

Claxton, the longest serving 
member of the council, was ree-
lected to a new four-year term in 
November. Her fellow Democrats 
on the council pointed to the rules 
of the Order of Precedence that 
stipulate the most experienced 
member should be deputy mayor 
as the primary reason for giving 
her that designation.

“The people of Peekskill will 
feel comfortable that we’re go-

ing with the Order of Prec-
edence with the person with the 
longest seniority and experi-
ence,” said Councilman Darren 
Rigger.

However, new Mayor Frank 
Catalina, a Republican, said 
past mayors were always al-
lowed to select their own dep-
uty and he asked the council to 
give him the same courtesy.

“It is our opinion that this 
ceremonial position as deputy 
mayor should be the choice of 
the new mayor,” said Council-
man Vincent Vesce, who, along 
with Councilman Joe Torres, 
were elected to the council with 

Catalina.
“Mr. Catalina should be able 

to pick whoever he wants as 
deputy mayor,” Torres said.

Not so, according to Clax-
ton, who maintained the Order 
of Precedence under the city’s 
charter was clear in how the 
process should work.

“It is a council decision by the 
charter,” she said. “We all said 
when we were sworn in that we 
would uphold the charter of the 
City of Peekskill.”

The primary role of the dep-
uty mayor is to fill the mayor’s 
shoes when he is out of town or 
unable to attend events.
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By David Propper 
With lit candles in hand and glassy 

eyes, more than 100 Westchester residents 
mourned last Friday’s loss of life at a 
Newtown, Conn. elementary school 
during a vigil Sunday night at Waterfront 
Park in Dobbs Ferry. 

On a rainy evening, people gathered 
for the hour-long vigil and Not One 
Child More march to comfort each other 
and show support for the victims of the 
rampage inside Sandy Hook Elementary 
School that left 26 people dead, 20 of them 
children. 

The vigil started at the park before 
the crowd marched through downtown 
streets until they reached the holiday tree 
and menorah between Cedar Street and 
Main Street. 

Dobbs Ferry resident and parent 
Deirdre Constant said when she heard the 
news on Friday she began to cry. Constant 
said she never imagined sending her 
children to school and have to worry 
about their safety.  

“I can’t believe someone can look 
into the face of a child and shoot them,” 
Constant said. “I cannot believe these 
little children were shot multiple times. I 
don’t understand the level of insanity of 
it.”

Friends Jean Lucasey and Gabrielle 
Mason talked immediately following the 
shooting and wondered where they could 
go to mourn with others. The pair decided 
to organize their own vigil. Most people 
can relate to the immense loss the families 
in Newtown are dealing with, Lucasey 

said.
“Their heart goes out to the families and 

they put themselves in their shoes and it’s 
devastating,”  she said. “It’s devastating.”

Mason, a Dobbs Ferry resident and 
mother, said she hopes lawmakers heed 
the message to change laws affecting gun 

control that “enable people to take out 
children in a second.”

“Every child comes with hundreds 
of people that love them,” Mason said. 
“You’ve ripped apart families and 
communities forever and that cannot 
come back.”

Two local lawmakers, Assemblyman 
Thomas Abinanti (D-Pleasantville) and 
Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner, also 
attended the vigil and march. Both of 
them advocated for tighter gun control. 

 “I think with rallies like this I think 
elected officials have to do what they think 
is right and not be afraid of the NRA or 
the politics,” Feiner said. “It’s not really 
politics they should be concerned with, it 
what’s right for children and safety.” 

While a push for gun control was 
discussed during the night, mourning for 
the suffering families was the main focus. 
Donald Vitagliano said it was comforting 
to know so many like-minded people 
attended and mourned together.

“Our children are our lives. You don’t 
know that feeling until you’re a parent,” 
Vitagliano said. “And to lose a child in a 
tragedy like this, I don’t even know how 
these people will continue to live and 
struggle though this.”

Support for victims of  Newtown shooting was shown during a local vigil Sunday night.

Vigil Held to Mourn Victims of Newtown School Shooting
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go out on this note. That being said, the city 
court will be well served by Mr. Johnson.”

Maher, a Republican, blocked the 
Common Council from voting to replace 
him in December when he received a 
temporary stay from a Putnam County 
Supreme Court judge, arguing the ap-

pointment should be left in the hands 
of the newly formed council. The judge 
agreed with that argument, but with the 
Democrats still holding a 4-3 advantage 
on the council, the selection of Johnson 
remained a done deal.

“He will make a fine city court judge,” 
Councilwoman Drew Claxton said.

Johnson Appointment as 
City Judge History-Making
continued from page 1

Claxton Named Deputy Mayor as Catalina Doesn’t Get Way

Rick Pezzullo Photo 
councilwoman Drew claxton was sworn in by congresswoman Nita lowey.

Rick Pezzullo Photo 
Reginald Johnson receives a congratulatory hug from his daughter.
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By Evan Lefkowitz
It was a chilly, brisk day on New Year’s 

Day, but in Yorktown Town Hall, it was 
anything but cold. In front of a crowd 
of more than 60 friends and family, four 
members of Yorktown’s town govern-
ment warmly embraced the start of their 
terms with open arms and optimism. 

With Town Justice Gary Raniolo of-
ficiating the ceremony, Supervisor 
Michael Grace, Councilman Terrence 
Murphy, Town Justice Salvatore Lagonia, 
and Highway Superintendent David Pa-
ganelli took their oaths of office.

Absent from the ceremony was re-
elected Councilman Vishnu Patel, who 
had been sworn in prior to the event.  

The first official to be sworn in was 
Lagonia. Re-elected to another four-
year term, Lagonia, flanked by his wife, 
thanked everyone for their support. 
“Judge Raniolo and I will set out tomor-
row to continue the administration of 
justice and that is the most important 

thing for the Town of Yorktown,” he said.
Next to be sworn in to a four-year 

term was Paganelli. Paganelli, a former 
councilman, thanked the residents of 
Yorktown for entrusting him with the 

responsibility of running the Highway 
Department. “I am ready, willing and 
able to do an exceptional job that you can 
expect from the Yorktown Highway Su-
perintendent,” said Paganelli. “I promise 

I will not disappoint anyone.”
Following Paganelli was Murphy. “It 

has been my honor and privilege to serve 
the people of Yorktown for the past four 
years and I am looking forward to serve 
them for the next four years,” Murphy 
said. “Being born and raised here in the 
Town of Yorktown, I want to do the right 
thing. The reality is that we have got to 
make this town affordable in order for us 
to stay here and that is my number one 
goal. I do not have any agenda; my goal 
is for you to stay here.”

Culminating the ceremony was Grace. 
Re-elected to a second two-year term, Grace 
said, “Yorktown is an exceptional place, 
there is no other town like it. I look at my 
role as supervisor basically accommodating 
and facilitating the Yorktown exception-
alJ5ism that exists. The people of Yorktown 
need to know they have a friend in Town 
Hall, and have someone who is always go-
ing to be there for them and support them 
in their passions and in their initiatives.”

evaN leFkowitz Photo 
(l-R:) Dave Paganelli, Sal lagonia, terrence Murphy and Michael Grace.
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By Rick Pezzullo
Mother Nature wasted no time putting 

new Yorktown Highway Superintendent 
Dave Paganelli to the test by dropping 
more than half a foot of snow January 
2, the first business day of his four-year 
term.

However, Paganelli, a former area res-
taurant owner, proudly proclaimed he 
and his department handled the storm 
without a hitch, clearing the roadways 
better than some nearby municipalities.

“I was glad to jump in and get my feet 
wet. It was a tough storm and it was a 
long storm. I think we did a good job,” 
Paganelli said on Saturday after getting 
some much needed rest following 37 
straight hours supervising as many as 52 
workers. “I’m very grateful for all the de-
partments stepping up.”

Paganelli, who had two years remain-
ing on his Town Board term when he de-

feated Thomas Diana in November in the 
race to replace longtime highway head 
Eric DiBartolo, was at work January 2 at 
4 a.m. to prepare the game plan to tackle 
the snow and spent eight hours operat-
ing a plow himself.

“It was a jump in situation. Everyone 
knew what they were supposed to do,” 
Paganelli said. “I knew going in this de-
partment was an integral link of how the 
town operates and this really showed me. 
It gave me a renewed respect for the job. 
I don’t think the public realizes how hard 
our people work. I think it’s important 
people know that.”

Between 600 and 700 tons of salt, cost-
ing about $40,000, was utilized to make 
the roads passable in Yorktown. During 
one point in the storm, nine people from 
the Water Department that were assist-
ing with snow clearing had to be reas-
signed to deal with a water main break 

on Hollywood Street in Mohegan Lake.
“It was an enlightening experience,” Pa-

ganelli said. “We’re the first line of defense 
in emergencies to keep the roads open. 

We need to keep the roads open and safe 
for any emergency personnel. It was an 
allocation of manpower and assets. That’s 
what I thought the job would be.”

Yorktown Officials Kick Off New Terms at Ceremony

First Snowstorm of 2014 Met Head-On by Paganelli

evaN leFkowitz Photo 
highway Superintendent Dave Paganelli is congratulated by town Justice Gary Raniolo.
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By Rick Pezzullo
In order to prepare for the bone chill-

ing temperatures of winter and the Hud-
son River, participants in the second 
annual Polar Plunge at the Riverfront 
Green in Peekskill on New Year’s Day 
took different approaches.

Christine Bischoff, 31, of Peekskill, re-
turning for a second straight frigid dip, 
said she walked her dog in shorts and a 
t-shirt.

Dan Keegan, 40, of Peekskill, who ad-
mitted being talked into taking part in 
the fun festivities by friends at The Quiet 
Man, said he heard drinking whiskey be-
fore and after does the trick.

But as far as Joe Bruno, 26, of Peekskill, 
is concerned, there is nothing that can 
get someone ready for the experience.

“There’s really no way to prepare for 
this,” said Bruno, who raised $1,100 to 

benefit the This Is Me Foundation, the 
recipient of the Polar Plunge proceeds. 
“It should be fun. I’m looking forward 
to it.”

Since the icy river prevented an actual 
plunge into the Hudson, the 30 brave 
souls who signed up had to endure the 
next best thing: a cold blast of water 
from a fire house as they scrambled on 
the river edge in bathing suits, shorts and 
underwear.

Among those who stripped down were 
Lauren and Caitlin Brady, sisters and 
creators of the This is Me Foundation, 
which raises awareness about alopecia 
areata, an autoimmune disease that caus-
es hair loss, which both were diagnosed 
with in high school.

In January 2011, after watching Miss 
Delware 2010, Kayla Martell, take her wig off on National TV and explain she 

would compete in the 2011 Miss Ameri-
ca pageant wearing a wig, as she too had 
alopecia, the Brady sisters decided they 
needed to do something to inspire oth-
ers just as Martell had done for them. 
Three weeks later, on February 12, 2011, 
“This Is Me” was born as a two-and-a 
half minute YouTube PSA. The video was 
created to not only raise awareness about 
alopecia, but to try and inspire anyone 
who faces any insecurity.

In January 2012, the Brady sisters be-
gan giving six $500 scholarships as part 
of “This Is Me.” The college scholarships 
are awarded to high school seniors at 
Walter Panas and Peekskill enrolled in 
college who have displayed leadership 
skills while having faced adversity of any 

kind or helped others through adversity.
“The scholarships are presented in hon-

or of our dear friends Ryan Risco and Cait 
Chivonne Polhill who left this world far 
too soon, but forever instilled in us their 
support and kindness as we faced our own 
adversity,” the Brady sisters said. “We face 
each day with them in mind and use their 
legacies to inspire us to help others.”

The first Polar Plunge in 2013, which 
attracted 13 participants, raised $2,400. 
This year, the event, which was witnessed 
by several 100 onlookers, raised more 
than $6,100, tripling the goal of $2,000.

“It’s a community effort, that’s for 
sure,” a grateful Lauren Brady said.

For more information on This Is Me 
Foundation, visit www.thisismefounda-
tion.com.

Rick Pezzullo PhotoS 
Participants scramble after being sprayed with fire hose.

Brave Souls Take the Plunge in Peekskill for a Good Cause

 
Some bikini-clad women look for nearest blanket.

Westchester County Police 
(Cortlandt)

December 23 - 1:49 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to Maple Avenue on a report of a 
rabid raccoon on the street. An officer lo-
cated the animal and observed that it was 
behaving erratically and appeared ill. The 
animal was dispatched by the officer for the 
safety of local residents.

4:35 p.m. – Police responded to a resi-
dence on Westbrook Drive on a report of 
a disturbance between neighbors. The inci-
dent was resolved before the officer arrived.

December 24 - 9:56 p.m. – Police re-
sponded to the Charles Cook Pool complex 
on Furnace Dock Road on a report of an 
activated alarm. An officer checked the area 
and found all was secure.

December 27 - 10:14 a.m. – Police con-
ducted speed enforcement along north-
bound Route 9 south of Welcher Avenue. 
Four summonses were issued in the follow-
ing hour.

December 28  - 9:22 a.m. – Police re-

ceived a complaint that a vehicle was ille-
gally parked along Quaker Bridge Road. An 
officer responded and issued a summons.

12:05 p.m. – Police responded to Home 
Depot in the Cortlandt Town Center after 
store security reported they had detained a 
Mahopac man on suspicion of shoplifting. 
Mark P. Dzubak, 33, of Breckenridge Road 
was taken into custody and charged with 
petit larceny, a misdemeanor. He is accused 
of leaving the store with $34 worth of tools 
he had not paid for.

Westchester County Police (Ossining)

December 23 - 12:46 p.m. – A resident 
of Ganung Drive reported to police that 
he may have been the victim of credit card 
fraud. An investigation is continuing.

1:24 p.m. – Police responded to Deerfield 
Lane on a report of an argument between 
two neighbors. The argument occurred over 
a delivery truck that was blocking the en-
trance to one resident’s driveway and esca-
lated when one man used foul language to-
ward the other man’s wife. Officers advised 
both parties to stay away from each other.

December 25 - 8:38 a.m. – An 82-year-
old woman was injured when she fell at the 
Maryknoll Sisters residence on Ryder Road. 
She was taken by ambulance to Phelps Me-
morial Hospital Center in Sleepy Hollow.

2:31 p.m. – Police responded to Cedar 
Lane on a report that a car alarm was go-
ing off. The owner of the vehicle was located 
and the condition was corrected.

December 26 - 1:23 p.m. – A resident of 
Hawkes Close reported to police that a rac-
coon was trapped in a bag adjacent to his 
garage and he was unable to free it. Officers 
were able to remove the apparently healthy 
raccoon, contain it in a garbage can and set 
it free in a nearby wooded area.

December 27 - 6:43 a.m. – Police assist-
ed a woman who was having a seizure at a 
home on Riverview Farm Road. The wom-
an was subsequently taken by ambulance to 
Phelps Memorial Hospital Center in Sleepy 
Hollow.

December 28 - 8:40 p.m. – A resident of 
River Parkway reported to police that a sus-
picious vehicle was parked at the end of the 

road. The vehicle was determined to belong 
to another resident of the street.

State Police

December 15 -9:40 p.m. – Robert 
Kristoferson, 19, of Lake Peekskill, was  
charged with driving while intoxicated fol-
lowing an accident investigation on Osca-
wana Lake Road.

December 28 - 3:48 a.m. – Andres Del-
gadoaltuna, 23, of Peekskill, was charged 
with driving while intoxicated following a 
traffic stop for passing a flashing red signal 
without coming to a stop. A positive breath 
sample provided by Delgadoaltuna yielded 
a blood alcohol content of .13%.

5:19 p.m. – Gregory Shelton, 49, of Maho-
pac, was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following an accident investigation on 
East Main Street.

December 29 - 3:25 a.m. – Mariela Ro-
driguez, 41, of Peekskill, was charged with 
driving while intoxicated following a traffic 

 Police Blotter

continued on page 5
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stop for moving from a lane unsafely. A pos-
itive breath sample provided by Rodriguez 
yielded a blood alcohol content of .10%.

January 1 - 4 a.m. – Danielle Williams, 
26, of Mahopac, was charged with assault 
and criminal mischief subsequent to a com-
plaint on the Taconic State Parkway in York-
town in which Williams allegedly scratched 
and bit her boyfriend while he was driv-
ing Williams to her residence. Once at the 
residence, Williams allegedly threw a brick 
at the victim’s car. She is due in Yorktown 
Town Court January 7.

Yorktown Police
December 14 - 2:20 p.m. – Daniel Nei-

dorf, 23, of Yorktown, was charged with 

driving while intoxicated following a traffic 
stop on Route 202. Neidorf was stopped by 
police for allegedly driving without his head-
lights . Police allege Neidorf had a blood al-
cohol content of .17% and was violating the 
conditions of his conditional license.

December 27
2 p.m. – An unidentified 16-year-old Mo-

hegan Lake female was charged with har-
assment in the second degree in connection 
with a November 15 incident at a Lakeland 
High School football game when she alleg-
edly picked up a 13-year-old female and 
threw her to the ground.

December 28
8:49 a.m. – Mark Dzubak, 33, of Maho-

pac, was charged with petit larceny for al-
legedly exiting Sears and concealing four 
Craftsman wrenches valued at $55.96.

 Police Blotter
continued from page 4

By Rick Pezzullo
Building on the accomplishments of 

town government was the overriding 
theme of Cortlandt’s swearing-in cer-
emony Sunday at Town Hall.

Supervisor Linda Puglisi took the oath of 
office for the 13th time, 12th as Cortlandt’s 
chief executive after running unopposed 
in November. She is tied with Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner as the longest serv-
ing elected official in Westchester.

“We’re looking forward to a really ex-
citing new year with all the things we 

have planned,” Puglisi said to a room 
full of invited guests and town employ-
ees. “It’s an exciting time and I’m really 
proud to be part of it. I’m very proud of 
our team’s record and I am grateful to 
the wonderful people of Cortlandt who 
placed their trust in me for the last 22 
years. I’m proud to continue to work as 
hard as I can to maintain our lovely town 
as not just a place, but as a home.”

Joining Puglisi on the all-Democratic 
Town Board are Debbie Costello and 
Seth Freach. Costello is the daughter of 

former Councilman Edward Carter and 
she spoke about how proud she is to fol-
low in her late father’s footsteps.

“My father taught me the importance 
of giving back to our community and 
the importance of public service,” Cos-
tello said. “I’m humbled and extremely 
excited at the opportunity to serve this 
town and community. It’s such an honor 
for me to be able to take this great step.”

Freach said he and Costello have “two 
big holes to fill” replacing longtime Town 
Board members John Sloan and Ann 

Lindau-Martin. “As we move forward, 
we all have to realize the bar has been set 
very high,” he said. “This is an exciting 
moment. It’s the first day of a new chap-
ter for me.”

Also sworn in were Town Justice Ger-
ald Klein, who was reelected to a seventh 
four-year term, Receiver of Taxes Mary 
Breining, who was reelected to a fourth 
four-year term, and Town Clerk JoAnn 
Dyckman, who has been in office since 
1998 and was reelected to a fourth full 
four-year term.

Cortlandt Officials Look Forward to Continuing Town’s Success
Rick Pezzullo Photo 

Supervisor linda Puglisi takes oath of  office from town attorney thomas wood.
Rick Pezzullo Photo 

Newly elected town Board members Seth Freach and Debbie costello.
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By Neal Rentz
The Somers Town House will be miss-

ing a familiar face in 2014. Beginning 
this month a new person will lead the 
five-member town board for the first 
time in over a decade and a half.

Rick Morrissey is replacing Mary Beth 
Murphy, who led the town for 16 years. 
Murphy, a Republican, decided to seek 
another two-year term, opting instead 
to run for Westchester County clerk. She 
was defeated by Democratic incumbent 
County Clerk Tim Idoni.

Murphy reflected on her long tenure as 
supervisor during a December 30 inter-
view in her Town House office. 

Murphy said she never initially 
planned for a career in politics. She ex-
plained there were several reasons why 
she sought the supervisor’s post, includ-
ing her desire to deal with various envi-
ronmental projects before the town gov-
ernment. 

“There was a large residential rezoning 
project on the table and it needed some-
body who would foster it forward,” Mur-
phy recalled. “We were successfully able 
to up zone a large portion of the town.” 

Another success of the town board 
during her years as supervisor was the 
creation of conservation zoning policies 
that allowed for housing developments 
that preserved open space in the first few 

years of her term as supervisor. 
Murphy said another accomplishment 

of her time as supervisor was the crea-
tion of the Amawalk-Shenorock Water 
District. “Prior to that, those residents 
had been drinking water that was in 
violation of the Clean Water Act for 30 
years,” she said. “I remember when I first 

became the supervisor; people from that 
particular neighborhood would come 
into town board meetings with a jug of 
brown water. So it was a big issue and we 
were able to create a water district.”  

Another feather in Murphy’s cap was 
the creation of the 654-acre Angle Fly 
preserve. The town, state, county and 
New York City funded the $20.3 mil-
lion purchase. Had the land not been 
preserved, houses would have been con-
structed on the site, Murphy said.

One major challenge for Murphy 
over the past few years have been major 
storms that have hit Somers particularly 
hard. She described major storms as “a 
multi-faceted problem.” Since she was 
supervisor, the town set up a volunteer 
emergency preparedness committee and 
the town has also received much assist-
ance during emergences from the Salva-
tion Army, she said. 

“I never pass a Salvation Army bucket 
without putting money in it because 
they’ve been so helpful to us,” she said 
The town has instituted a Code Red sys-
tem to inform residents about emergenc-
es via e-mail, phone and text message.

Murphy said she has also lobbied 
NYSEG to better deal with power out-
ages and do tree trimming around power 
lines.

She said she is gratified by having direct 
positive impacts on Somers residents. 
When she drives through town Murphy 
said she can see the results of the work of 
the town board, including new ball fields 
that were created, the renovated Van Tas-
sel House, and the new roof and widows 
for the Town House, as examples. 

“Somers is a wonderful town and it 
certainly has been my pleasure to leave 
some small mark on it,” she said. “I don’t 
really think about the downsides.”  

Murphy said she has worked to listen 
to the concerns of town board members 
and residents “and really studying every 
issue that comes before the board” prior 
to voting on legislation.

“I really felt happy with the shape the 
town is in,” Murphy said.

Town government has changed since 
she first became supervisor. Computer 
technology was not readily available at the 
Town House when she first took over. She 
recalled that she had a large appointment 
book that she would write down or erases 
appointments. The current use of compu-
ter technology “makes services easier to 
deliver to the people,” Murphy said. 

While the town has grown, “in many 
ways it’s still the same,” Murphy said.  

Murphy, an attorney who primarily 
did commercial litigation, said she does 
not know what she will do next, but she 
will continue to live in Somers.

She offered some advice for Morris-
sey. “My advice to him would be to thor-
oughly prepare for meetings,” Murphy 
said. “Listen to your colleagues on the 
board because they have good ideas as 
well and listen to the public.”

One large public part of the Somers 
supervisor’s job is to preside over town 
board meetings, which are typically held 
on the first two Thursdays of the month. 
Murphy laughed when asked what she 
would do with her free Thursdays. 

“Maybe I’ll make my husband dinner,” 
she quipped.
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Mary Beth Murphy recently completed 16 years as Somers town supervisor.

Mary Beth Murphy Reflects on 16 Years as Somers Supervisor

A Friday morning fire destroyed a 
building behind Charles Cook Pool 
on Furnace Dock Road in Cortlandt 
that was home to the Croton Cort-
landt Center for the Arts.

About 100 firefighters from area 
departments responded to the 10:30 
a.m. blaze. No one was in the build-

ing at the time and no injuries were 
reported. The cause of the fire has not 
been determined.

The building once housed the of-
fices of the Cortlandt Recreation De-
partment. Town officials have vowed 
to help the Croton Cortlandt Center 
for the Arts find another suitable lo-
cation.

Fire Destroys Cortlandt 
Arts Center Building
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Russell P. Girolamo
Russell P. Girolamo, of Peekskill, and 

long-time resident of Yorktown, died 
December 29 after a brief illness. He was 
86. 

He was born in the Bronx on Septem-
ber 28, 1927 to Pasquale and Antoinette 
Girolamo. He was predeceased by his 
loving wife of 58 years, Norma Fusco 
Girolamo, who died in September 2011. 
Mr. Girolamo attended the prestigious 
Stuyvesant High School in New York City 
and served in the U.S. Coast Guard dur-
ing World War II after graduating high 
school. He then graduated from New 
York University with both BS and MBA 
degrees. While at NYU he was a member 
of the varsity football team and earned 
an athletic scholarship to fund his educa-
tion along with the GI Bill. He married 
Norma, the love of his life, on January 
24, 1953 and settled in Yorktown several 
years later. There they raised six children: 
Mark (Denise), Robert (Patricia), Elena 
Watson, Patrice Sullivan (Neal), Marissa 
Girolamo and Russell, Jr. (Alison). 

Mr. Girolamo founded the Girolamo 
Insurance Agency in Yorktown in 1961. 
The business thrives to this day under the 
stewardship of his sons, Robert and Rus-
sell, Jr. His other passion was the game 
of football and he was a 35-year mem-
ber and past president of the Westchester 
County Football Officials Association. 
He was also active in the community, 
serving as President of both the Circolo 
DaVinci and The Exchange Club and as 
Commissioner of the Mohansic Boys’ 
Club Pop Warner Football Program. 
He was an avid golfer and was a 20-year 
member of Highlands Golf Club in Gar-
rison. 

In addition to his six children, Mr. Gi-
rolamo is survived by 18 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was held at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Yorktown. The family requests 
that donations be made in memory of 
Russell P. Girolamo to the Crohns and 
Colitis Foundation of America, c/o Rus-
sell Girolamo, Jr., 1215 East Main St., 
Shrub Oak, NY 10588.

Stephen Boucher 
Stephen Boucher, a longtime resident 

of Yorktown, died December 28, 2013. 
He was 88.

He was born October 3, 1925 in the 
Bronx to Stephen and Alice Boucher. He 
served honorably in the U.S. Navy during 
WWII. He married Theresa Thompson 
on February 3, 1951 and in 1956 moved 
to Yorktown to raise their family. Mr. 
Boucher was a life member of the York-
town Heights Engine Co. #1 and was the 
former Fire Commissioner of the York-
town Fire District. He was also an usher 
at St. Patrick’s Church for over 50 years. 

Mr. Boucher is survived by his wife 
Theresa; three daughters Patricia Schratz 
(Paul), Susan Muccilli (Nick) and 
Stephanie Boucher; one brother Rob-
ert Boucher; and four grandchildren. A 
Mass of Christian burial was held at St. 
Patrick’s Church. Interment followed at 
Amawalk Hill Cemetery.

Katrina Cummings
Katrina M. Cummings, a longtime 

Cortlandt resident, died December 25, 
2013. She was 52.

She was born on May 18, 1961 to Don-
ald Turci and Joan (nee Gilbert) Nutly. 
She  is survived by her husband, Ronnie 
Cummings; four children, Robert Tryon, 
Tammie Tryon, Cherylynne Tryon, and 
Madison Cummings; one step-son RJ 
Cummings; nine grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; three sisters, Kathy 
Wiley, Beverly White, and Joan Marie 
McCloskey; her mother-in-law, Dolores 
Cummings; and five closest friends, Har-
riet (Neciey), Harry, Eddie Banta, Kevin 
Moore and Curtis Dimmie.

Eleanor Hudson
Eleanor F. Hudson, a resident of Peek-

skill, died on December 25. She was 99. 
She was born in Montrose to Everett 

and Ella (Hauck) Finch on March 19, 
1914.She was an assistant Post Master for 
the USPS in Putnam Valley. She is sur-
vived by her son Robert N. (Bearnice), 
grandson, Michael, step-granddaughter, 
Lauren (Jay) Croft-Mahajan, two great-
grandchildren and several nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased by her 
husband Norman L. Hudson in 1997, 
sisters: Geraldine Roe, Althea Loechner, 
and Jeannette Low and nephew, Walter 

Low. A graveside service is scheduled for 
11 a.m. January 8 at Sunset Cemetery in 
Montrose. 

William Nutley
William Peter Nutley, a resident of 

Buchanan, died December 30. He was 
48. 

He was affectionately called “Nut” 
by many of his friends in the Cortlandt 
and Peekskill areas. He attended Hen-
drick Hudson High School and Putnam 
Northern Westchester BOCES where he 
studied the culinary arts. He is survived 
by his sisters Michelle and Cheri, and 
mother Genevieve.

Philip Travis
Philip G. Travis, a resident of Peekskill, 

died on December 30. He was 86.
A loving family man, he will be missed 

by all. Mr. Travis was a steamfitter with 
Local 543. He was an avid fisherman and 
enjoyed gardening and golf. He was born 
on March 29, 1927 in Peekskill to Edward 
and Clara Shaw Travis. Mr. Travis served 
in the U.S. Army during the Korean Era.

He is survived by his wife Maude 
Travis of Peekskill; three children; Philip 
(Jill) Travis of Marlboro, NY, Laurie 
(Martin) Biedermann of Putnam Valley 
and Jeffrey (Kathy) Travis of Lansdale, 
PA; six grandchildren, Ryan and Gre-
gory Travis, Kelsi and Eric Biedermann, 
and Kara and Emma Travis; two great-
grandchildren, Ryan II and Gregory II; 
his brother, Clinton Travis; and two sis-
ters, Claire Gilmore and Ruth Sutton. He 
was predeceased by two brothers Edward 
and John Travis, and four sisters Olive 
Travis, Wanda Harrison, Thelma Dinan 
and Linda Donahue. 

Donald Brown
Donald W. Brown, a native of Hastings 

on Hudson and a longtime resident of 

Somers, died December 31 at his home 
surrounded by his devoted family. He 
was 62.

He is survived by his loving wife, Mar-
ia (Piscitelli) of 37 years, loving children 
Nicholas, Amanda, husband Armand, 
and Megan, as well as his precious grand-
son Blake Donald. He is also survived by 
his brothers, Kevin and William Bagdon, 
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, 
nephews, and many loyal friends and de-
voted employees.

He proudly owned Donald W. Brown 
Home Improvement since 1974. He will 
be greatly missed by all.

Mildred Grieve
Mildred “Mil” Grieve, a longtime 

resident of Ossining, died on January 1, 
2014. She was 87.

She was born in Tarrytown on August 
6, 1926 and was the daughter of the late 
Everett I. and Kathleen Hall (Wheatley) 
Henshaw. She is survived by her loving 
husband Bill; two children Susan (Nor-
man) Giggins and Thomas (Dee Os-
born) Grieve; three grandchildren Jason, 
Courtney and Trevor Giggins; and eight 
great-grandchildren.

Betty Lupetin 
Betty J. Lupetin, a resident of Ossining, 

died December 28. She was 80. 
She was born April 19, 1933 to Arthur 

and Martha (Goldfuss) Sarles. She 
worked for the Ossining School System 
and as a waitress at the Highland and 
Croton Diners. She was predeceased by 
her husband John. She is survived by her 
son Gary DiLoreto; daughters Betty Lou 
Rice and Toni Ann McCall; stepchildren 
Jay and Joseph Lupetin, and Lynn Gray; 
grandchildren Christopher Duffy, Lea 
Ann Germano, Gary DiLoreto Jr., Di-
anna DiLoreto, Matthew Rice, Megan 
McCall, and Conor McCall; six great-
grandchildren; and sisters Karen Curtis 
and Marsha Fellmeth.
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Catalina Olive Branch Should Be Well-Received 
by Democrats on Council

Whether it was sincere or simply 
strategic, and only time will tell if it’s 
short-lived, but new Peekskill Mayor 
Frank Catalina deserves credit for 
extending an olive branch to the 
Common Council on his first official 
day in office to just get along.

Catalina knows he’s outnumbered 
on the seven-member council with 
four Democrats remaining from the 
Mary Foster administration, so he 
has no choice but to play nice. At 
the same time, the Democrats owe it 
to Catalina to give him a chance to 
move forward with some of his plans 
and not put up hurdles.

One easy way of showing they 
were on board with the much 
ballyhooed spirit of cooperation that 
encompassed the feel-good New 
Year’s Day swearing-in ceremony was 
for the Democrats to allow Catalina 
to choose his deputy mayor. The 
deputy mayor is supposed to be the 

mayor’s right-hand person and that 
individual should be someone the 
mayor feels comfortable with.

Councilwoman Drew Claxton 
served as deputy mayor under Foster 
and has been on the council for a 
dozen years, far surpassing any of 
the others. However, coming off of 
a testy campaign where the Claxton/
Foster duo was broken up by voters, 
it’s clearly going to take some time 
for Catalina and Claxton to get warm 
and fuzzy.

Therefore, the Democrats should 
have broken from the so-called Order 
of Precedence in the city charter 
and given Catalina the courtesy he 
requested. Instead, the Democratic 
foursome stood in Catalina’s way for 
no reason other than to show they 
still have control when they want it.

After he was sworn in, Catalina 
made a nice gesture by inviting the 
entire council to stand with him 

as he outlined some of his early 
proposals to at least show a united 
front. He was under no obligation to 
include the rest of the council during 
his moment in time, but he clearly 
checked his ego outside the chamber 
doors and let residents know he 
wants to operate his administration 
as a team.

Catalina and Republican 
councilmen Vincent Vesce and Joe 
Torres could have made a statement 
by opposing Claxton as deputy 
mayor, but after voicing their 
opinions that the mayor should get 
his way, they joined the Democrats 
in unanimously appointing Claxton.

The election in November clearly 
demonstrated that residents wanted 
a change at City Hall. It’s time for 
the Democrats to get over losing the 
party’s leader and make a concerted 
effort to serve with Catalina, not 
against him.

 Editorial

Democratic Majority on Peekskill 
Council Should Listen to Voters’ Message

 Letters

To the Editor:
I was shocked with the votes of the 

Democratic majority of the Peekskill 
Common Council. It had appeared that 
the Democrats in Peekskill were going 
to work with the new mayor of Peekskill 
Frank Catalina for the betterment of 
Peekskill, and it appeared he had agreed 
he would appoint a new Democrat Ms. 
McKenzie as his new deputy mayor so 
there would be unity for the betterment 
of the people of Peekskill. At the last 
minute this candidate appeared to back 
out and Drew Claxton was put in by the 
4 Democrats of which was one. I ask 
the question, shouldn’t Ms. Claxton 
have had to recuse herself from any 
vote the pertained to herself? Never 
before in the history of Peekskill was 
a mayor denied his choice for deputy 
mayor on the council, and from what 
I understand Joe Torres, one of the 
councilmen who ran with Mr. Catalina, 
was his first choice.

What the Democratic majority of the 
council does not understand is that in 

the recent election in Peekskill, 3 of the 4 
incumbents including Mayor Foster were 
voted out of office, although the Democrats 
had a 3 to 1 majority in registration. This 
was a rejection of the failed policies of the 
Mayor Foster and deputy mayor Claxton 
and their direction for Peekskill.

What the so-called Democratic 
majority doesn’t realize is if they 
continue to vote against the wishes of the 
people of Peekskill, people will attend 
the meetings and 2 years go by very 
quickly and Mr. Rigger and Mrs. Talbot 
can be voted out and Mayor Catalina 
would have a majority and lead in a new 
direction. What a shame for Peekskill as 
evidenced by the 2 votes on January 1st 
that the “so called Democrats” on the 
city council have subverted the will of 
the people and are continuing the Foster, 
Claxton direction and not unify with 
the new mayor and new council for the 
improvement of Peekskill.

Sincerely yours,
GeorGe onDek

Peekskill

Small NewS iS BiG NewS  914-864-0878
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The Back nine Indoor Golf Center
Cortlandt

By Ray Gallagher
Multi-sport, indoor recreational 

facilities are popping up all over the place, 
but none of them in the Westchester/
Putnam County region are designed 
solely for the golfer, one of the more 
particular sportsmen known to man.

Golfers are very specific about their 
development and progressions, but 
most golfers in our area suffer through 
a significant five-month lull from 
November to March when old man 
winter grips the region and forces the 
local duffer to fly south for a tee-time 
or just wait it out as the rust forms and 
stifles any and all progress.

Well, as a result of the newly-minted 
Back Nine Indoor Golf Center, those 
days are now gone. Westchester, Putnam 
and Dutchess county golfers can dust off 
the clubs right now and head on over 
to The Back Nine Indoor Golf Center, 
located at 2050 East Main St. Route 6 in 
Cortlandt (in the King Buffet strip mall), 
is a new source of entertainment for the 
area, which just opened on December 16. 
It offers state of-the-art golf simulation, 
along with casual dining and a beautiful 
sports bar with several craft beer 
selections and the best in sports action. 
The Back Nine Indoor Golf center will 
not only provide a place for the avid 
golfer to play all year round (in leagues, 
no less), but also offers an opportunity 
for the new golfer to learn and improve 
their game, including lessons from local 
golf pros.

It offers something for everyone who 
loves golf or wants to become more than 
just your everyday hacker. Come play 
in a league, take a lesson, or just enjoy 

a night out with friends and family. 
Play the game you love no matter how 
bad the weather is outside, and choose 
from over 40 different courses, including 
championship courses such as Pebble 
Beach and St. Andrews. There’s no reason 
to book a costly trip to Florida or Myrtle 
Beach, when you can book a tee time at 

The Back Nine Indoor Golf for as little as 
$40 per hour.

“We were a little skeptical ourselves at 
first,” Back Nine co-owner Tim Peterson 
said of he and his partner, Tom Allen, 
who have been in the construction 
industry since graduating from Kennedy 
and Lakeland High School, respectively, 

in the mid-’80s. 
“Then we saw it for ourselves in 

Dutchess County and we saw how 
enthused the golfers were. We thought, 
‘This is it, there’s nothing like this in 
Westchester County. We’re all in’, so we 
expedited everything,” said Peterson, 
a former Putnam Valley native, now 
residing in Yorktown. “We’ve been in 
construction our whole lives, but we’ve 
also played a lot of golf, and we know 
what we can do with this concept. It’s 
family friendly, too.”

The Back Nine has a vast, family 
friendly menu, including breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. The owners understand that 
golfing can be a spur-of-the-moment 
addiction, so they are open seven days a 
week (Sunday: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.; Monday 
- Thursday: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.; Friday - 
Saturday: 8 a.m. – 11 p.m.). Come on in 
for Happy Hour at The Back Nine when 
all draft beers are 25% off Mon-Fri from 
4-7 p.m. There are also Early Bird Golf 
Specials when you tee off before 10 a.m. 
and save 25%. 

“We want you to come the first time 
and keep coming back, so it’s important 
that we make an impression,” Peterson 
said. “If you like golf or just want a 
unique experience playing golf for the 
whole family, we’ve got you covered.”

For more information about how 
you can enjoy the Back Nine all year 
round regardless of the weather, call 
914-739-GOLF to book your tee 
times today or visit them at www.
thebacknineindoorgolf.com. Leagues are 
starting up now, so don’t waste another 
minute. Get on a team, grab a foursome 
and book your tee-time. 

Nikki GallaGheR Photo 
Back Nine indoor Golf  center co-owners tom allen and tim Peterson.

Businesses

of the Week

While the pros are playing in Honolulu, 
Yorkville Sports Association is offering 
you the chance to play in New York’s own 
Pro Bowl on Sunday, January 26 with a 
$1,000 cash prize on the line.

The all-day Pro Bowl Flag Football 
Tournament begins at 10 a.m. on Navajo 
Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex, 
located at 3000 Navajo St., Yorktown. 
Overflow teams will play at Legacy 
Woodland Field on Strang Blvd., York-
town. Teams will consist of eight players.

The first-place team will receive the top 
prize of $1,000, second place will receive 
$250, and the third place team will receive 
YSA Pro Bowl pinnies.

Registration is $500 on or before Janu-
ary 17, and $550 after until January 24. 
Space is limited so register now at www.
ysaleagues.com. For additional informa-

tion, including directions, check the web-
site or call the office at 914-962-8390, ext. 
10.

Founded in New York City in 1978, 
Yorkville Sports Association (YSA) is the 
largest sports leagues organization in the 
New York metropolitan area, offering 
softball, flag and touch football, golf, and 
wiffle ball leagues. Since its beginnings, 
YSA has served over 300,000 sports en-
thusiasts and at any given time has be-
tween 10,000 and 12,000 active members 
participating in its activities. YSA offers 
many amenities, such as equipment and 
uniforms, as well as the highest level of 
organizational and operational skills to 
enhance the structure and administra-
tion of the leagues. For more information, 
or to join or sponsor a league, visit www.
ysaleagues.com.

Sign-Up Begins for Flag Football 
Tournament in Yorktown

Curves Workouts with Jillian Michaels.
Come see what all the talk is about, a 

whole new Member Experience, includ-
ing newly designed state of the art equip-
ment in 2014!

Curves is known for its 30 minute Cir-
cuit with a Coach that works every ma-
jor muscle group with strength training, 
cardio and stretching. The new Curves 
Workouts with Jillian Michaels offer 
cutting-edge total body workouts that 
feature the Curves strength training ma-

chines in conjunction with functional 
bodyweight-based exercises that ramp 
up the metabolism and transform phy-
sique.

Call (914) 455-2654 to make an ap-
pointment for your free no obligation 
consultation TODAY, we will extend an 
exciting first visit discount and explain 
our programs. Bring a friend!

Curves of Yorktown is located at 1887 
Commerce Street, Yorktown (Underhill 
Plaza)

New Owner, New Year, New 
Resolutions, New Curves Experience
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino was inaugurated for his second 
term on New Year’s Day with renewed 
hope for greater bipartisanship and a 
realistic possibility at a run for governor 
later this year.

Accompanied by his family and a 
roomful of friends and supporters, As-
torino was administered the oath shortly 
after noon by state Supreme Court Justice 
Robert Neary in his ninth-floor office at 
the county building in White Plains. The 
ceremony was followed by a public recep-
tion attended by an estimated 400 people.

Astorino said every day he comes to 
work he still feels the same sense of awe 
and responsibility that he felt his first day 
on the job.

“I thank everybody who put their trust 
in me,” he said moments being adminis-
tered the oath. “The elections are over. So 
it’s been two months since the election 
and now we get back to governing and 
do what we’re supposed to do.”

Astorino, 46, is optimistic that the first 
year of his second term will be a lot more 
manageable to govern than his first two 
years in office, and even the past two 
years when he no longer had to contend 
with a Democratic supermajority on the 
Board of Legislators. 

At its first meeting of the year on Mon-
day night, the board is scheduled to vote 
on new bipartisan leadership, which would 
install veteran legislators Michael Kaplow-
itz (D-Somers) and Jim Maisano (R-New 
Rochelle), chairman and vice chairman of 
the board, respectively. The county execu-
tive said that should go a long way to end-
ing some of the time-wasting antics that 
have plagued county government since he 
took over four years ago.

“The circus atmosphere, the charades, 
hopefully come to an end real soon,” As-
torino said in an interview with The Ex-
aminer following the inauguration cer-
emony. “We’ve got work to do. We’ve got 
differences of opinion and that’s fine and it 
should happen, but ultimately we have to 
come to conclusions and move forward. I 

think what we’ve seen with the bipartisan 
coalition ... we are ready to compromise 
and nobody gets everything that they 
want. But ultimately we don’t work for 
ourselves; we’re working for the people.”

As he enters the next phase of his ad-
ministration, Astorino acknowledged 
that he is still actively exploring a guber-
natorial run next fall against Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. Almost immediately 
following his resounding re-election 
in November, state Republicans began 
courting him about the possibility of a 
matchup that would feature Astorino, a 
Mount Pleasant resident, against Cuo-

mo, who lives in New Castle, for the 
state’s highest office.

He said he doesn’t want to be a sacrifi-
cial lamb and would likely make his de-
cision whether to run or not in the next 
two months.

“It’s something I have to consider be-
cause maybe you get this shot once,” As-
torino said. “But I feel very, very strongly 
about the direction this state is going in, 
and it’s not the right one and that con-
cerns me.”

Astorino maintained that Cuomo has 
reneged on most of the key promises that 
he made. He pointed to the failure to en-

act mandate relief, which has prevented 
New York from diminishing its grip 
as the highest taxed state in the nation 
while severely hampering school dis-
tricts, municipalities and counties. Also, 
he said little has been accomplished in 
the way of ethics reform, in making the 
state more attractive for business and 
in preventing the exodus of residents to 
other parts of the country.

“I do think Governor Cuomo has a 
record that’s not worthy of re-election,” 
Astorino remarked. “He came in with 
some bold ideas and didn’t do any of 
them, and we’ve gotten worse as a state.”

MaRtiN wilBuR Photo 
on the first day of  his second term, county executive Rob astorino talked about a possible run for governor.

Astorino Mulls Governor Run to Start Second Term

are people of good will and I think they 
all have the best interests of the City of 
Peekskill,” said Catalina, who asked the 
rest of the council to stand beside him as 
he spoke. “Rest assured we stand togeth-
er for what’s best for Peekskill.”

Also sworn in for the first time were 
councilmen Vincent “Boo” Vesce and Joe 
Torres, who were elected running along-
side Catalina on the Republican ticket.

Vesce took the oath of office from his 
father, Vincent Sr., a former Peekskill 
mayor, who noted it was 32 years since 
he was first sworn in as a councilman. 

“I’ve had many memorable experiences 
here,” the elder Vesce said. “They don’t 
meet the pleasure I’m about to have.”

Democrat Vivian McKenzie, who was 
appointed in October to fill a vacancy cre-
ated by the resignation of Don Bennett, 
was sworn in for her first full four-year 
term, while Councilwoman Drew Clax-
ton, who has been on the council since 
2001, was sworn in for a fourth term.

“I look forward to working with Mayor 
Catalina and the full council and moving 
the city forward,” Claxton said. “I think 
we will take this opportunity and make 
the best of it.”

Catalina Calls for Independent Audit of Peekskill’s Finances
continued from page 1

Rick Pezzullo Photo 
vincent vesce Sr. enjoys moment with son vincent “Boo” vesce. 
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If you are listening to the real estate 
news right now and agree that it’s an ide-
al time to buy or sell a home, you soon 
may be looking for a great realtor to help 
you through the process, and it should be 
fairly easy to find one. In fact, you may 
even have to duck one falling from the 
sky. Seriously.

Consider that Barbara Bodnar, an as-
sociate broker at Coldwell 
Banker in Yorktown Heights 
where I hang my hat, took to 
a skydiving gig to demonstrate 
the more adventurous side of 
her personality on her web-
site. Teresa McMannus, an-
other realtor in the office, also 
took to the skies by hiring a 
plane for an aerial photograph 
of the community in which she 
specializes and used it for all of 
her marketing materials. 

The Times reported last 
week that an upscale realtor in 
Connecticut is now employing 
the use of remote-controlled 
drones to capture dizzying 
video shots of multimillion dollar es-
tates he represents. I’m sure that agents 
in my more modestly priced area of 
upper Westchester would like to distin-
guish themselves by obliging our clients 
with the deployment of drones, but that 
would say goodbye to our commissions.  

That doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
1,001 other ways that realtors can’t 
stretch themselves with a heap of creativ-
ity and sweat to capture your attention 
and business by distinguishing them-
selves in a very crowded field.

Consider this piece an ode to the won-
derful folks who work as realtors. You 
may think that we’re competitors, but 
we’re really not. We are each our own 
special “flavor,” appealing in our own 
special ways, and ultimately, we all end 
up working together on one side or the 
other of a transaction. Sure, sometimes 
we compete for a listing but eventually 

we end up working as a team to get a 
house sold, usually one representing the 
seller and the other the buyer.

The great real estate mogul and tel-
evision personality Barbara Corcoran 
said in her autobiography, “go with what 
you’ve got” to succeed and we in real es-
tate all take that advice in drawing atten-
tion to ourselves to win your favor.  

We all start with some ba-
sic skill we possess, either 
innately or from past experi-
ence. It might be just in how 
we network or even our con-
versational style. A top listing 
agent at my firm, for instance, 
is Maureen Connolly who was 
formerly a flight attendant 

and, as such, became a master 
at conversation. Just listening 
to her when she meets some-
one new is a master class in 
breaking the ice. Or, it could be 
something received in the mail 
from a realtor like my friend 
Hallie Sherck who sends news-
letters out to her targeted mar-

ket for direct mail with the consistency 
of clockwork. It takes a special stamina 
to have the patience and organizational 
skills to get that done.

It might be the slogans that realtors 
use because of their name or areas of 
specialization. Another friend, Rose De-
lagi, who is particularly adept at navigat-
ing complex, sticky deals, promises that 
she’ll “take the thorns out of your real 
estate transaction.” My buddy, Tom San-
tore, who specializes in vacant land and 
construction, takes as his slogan “from 
the ground up.” 

My real estate persona is somewhat 
schizophrenic. When I started in the 
business, because my last name is the 
name of a famous Renaissance painting 
by Botticelli, I used the slogan “Real Es-
tate as a Fine Art.” But afterwards, when 
I fell back on my experience as a jour-
nalist/publicist, I began writing for this 

newspaper as The Home Guru, then 
created a website, www.TheHomeGuru.
com, with a caricature as its mascot. So, 
I guess I’m showing two sides of my per-
sonality: both artsy and cartoonish. 

Many realtors don’t fret about market-
ing at all in reaching prospects, but drum 
up business by rolling up their sleeves, 
getting on the telephone and calling up 
expired listings and FISBOS (for sale by 
owners). That, in my opinion, takes real 
guts and resilience in the face of possible 
rejection.

There are even some who will walk up 
to homeowners’ doors, knock and ask if 
they are planning to sell any time soon. 
At least this is what some motivational 
speakers have told their audiences. But 
whenever I have heard stories like that I 
wonder how much of a death wish those 
realtors have had. Telling is one thing, 
doing is another.

So if you get a phone call from a nerv-
ous but motivated voice saying “have you 
thought about selling your home now or 
anytime in the near or distant future?” 
give the realtor a chance. It took a lot of 
guts and determination for her or him to 
call. Who knows? You may find a great 
person on the other end of the line who 
can give you some useful information 
and help when you’re ready to make a 
move. 

Or you might just wait until you try to 
dodge the next skydiving realtor plung-
ing from the sky.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a marketer 
and journalist who writes regularly as 
The Home Guru. For questions about 
home maintenance or to discuss with him 
the purchase or sale of a home, he can be 
reached directly at 914-522-2076.
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by Botticelli
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www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com
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®
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If it’s time to sell, call Bill,

“The Home Guru”

914-271-9119
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING

DOORS • DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS
LEADERS

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 
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How To Find a Great Realtor? One May Fall from the Sky!

By Bill Primavera

The 
Home 
Guru
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As a seasoned wine writer, I often find 
myself extolling the ethereal, exotic and 
esoteric aspects of wine. As a result, on 
occasion I overlook the true nature of 
wine. As an agricultural product it is in-
exorably dependent on the vagaries of 
nature. However, it also provides subsist-
ence to growers and winemakers, and as 
such it is a business venture entered into 
by those seeking to maximize cash flows 
and profits.  

I recently read with interest the ac-
count of the business aspect of the wine 
industry. A global wine producer, Treas-
ury Wine Estates, announced that it had 
suffered a financial loss by gaming the 
marketing of its wine brands. In anticipa-
tion of increased demand, it took steps to 
build its wine inventory. But its gamble 
did not pay off.

Treasury Wine Estates is a mid-size 
producer, arising in 2011 as a spin-off 
of Foster’s, the Australian wine and beer 
producer. Its brands include many Aus-
tralian and American labels, including 
Rosemount and Lindemans in Australia 
and Chateau St. Jean, Beringer and Cha-
teau Sovereign in the United States. It 
reported 2013 pre-tax earnings of $197 
million, on sales of $1.5 billion and 32 
million cases of wine. It has made a con-
certed effort to build the United States 

market, setting an aggressive goal of a 40 
percent market share. But it is this very 
market where Treasury 
suffered its misstep.

Let’s place its dilemma 
in perspective. In 2013, 
overall wine sales in-
creased in virtually every 
global market, boding 
well for wine companies’ 
profits. But not for Treas-
ury.

In 2013, the United 
States became the world’s 
highest consumer of 
wines, a boon for many 
wine companies. But not 
for Treasury.

In this market environ-
ment, it seems if you pro-
duce it, they will drink it. 
But not for Treasury.

In 2013, Treasury 
found itself with an ex-
cess of wine from earlier 
vintages; it overestimated the demand 
for its wines in the United States, caus-
ing a large inventory of older, out-of-date 
wines as the new vintages were coming 
to market. The affected brand names 
were not disclosed.

Treasury’s accountants and marketing 

executives were faced with the dilemma 
of dealing with this glut. What to do? 

Discount the wines? 
This is difficult since 
retailers have already 
stocked shelves with new 
releases and are not inter-
ested in older wines in the 
$8 to $15 price range.

Reassess your sales 
forecast methods? Reduce 
vineyard acres planted? 
Each requires a multi-year 
strategy and a logistics 
nightmare.

Destroy the excess 
inventory and incur a 
financial write-down? 
Take your poison and 
move on? And if so, what 
are the repercussions on 
Treasury’s stock price 
and its reputation on 
Wall St.? 

Treasury made the dif-
ficult business decision: liquidate its 
agricultural bounty. It recorded a $145 
million expense, resulting in a 53 per-
cent drop in annual profit. There were 
three components of this write-down: 
1) most alarming, the equivalent of six 
million bottles of older wines, valued at 

$32 million, was literally poured down 
the drain, the ultimate form of liquida-
tion of assets; 2) a write-down of $36 
million for older bottles of wines re-
tained for onward sale; and 3) a loss of 
$77 million on bulk wines and grape 
contracts.    

The head winemaker (CEO) of Treas-
ury was summarily dismissed for this 
financial debacle. A statement was is-
sued by the chairman of Treasury: “Fol-
lowing the write-down of U.S. inventory, 
the board has undertaken a review and 
concluded that now is the right time to 
look for a new CEO. The board believes 
TWE needs a leader with a stronger op-
erational focus to deliver the company’s 
growth ambitions.” 

It seems that, unlike Wall St., bad com-
modities investment decisions in the 
wine industry have personal repercus-
sions.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year Pleas-
antville resident. For over 15 years he has 
conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine

By Nick Antonaccio

The Costly Business of Liquidating Wine Inventories

As part of the Center for Green Liv-
ing and Professional Training, Westch-
ester Community College and Hill-
top Hanover Farm & Environmental 
Center continue to offer a program in 
Sustainable Vegetable Production at 
the Farm. Students are now being ac-
cepted for the next class  - “Agriculture 
Business and Marketing” -beginning 
on Tuesday, January 14.

In the United States, more than an 
acre of farm land is lost every minute 
of every day, and most of these are 
family farms. Not only are we losing 
farmland, we are losing farmers. The 
average age of a farmer is 57 and with 
no one to pass on this knowledge, who 
will be growing food to feed our com-
munity today and tomorrow? There 
is a real need to educate new farmers, 
many of whom will be growing in ur-
ban and suburban areas, farming is the 
ultimate green job. Westchester Com-
munity College and the Friends of Hill-
top Hanover Farm Inc. have formed a 
partnership to fill this very compelling 
unmet need in our region. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
vegetable farmer, have a passion for 
sustainable agriculture, or simply want 
to improve your own produce growing 
skills, this exciting program is for you. 
The certificate curriculum FARMING 
TO THE “BEET” will be composed of 

core courses (45 hours), electives (18 
hours), community service (16 hours) 
and a final exam.  Full-time students 
can complete the program in two se-
mesters.

All classes take place at Westchester 
County’s beautiful Hilltop Hanover 
Farm, 1271 Hanover Street, Yorktown 

Heights, New York, 10598. This 187-
acre farm is owned by Westchester 
County and is operated in cooperation 
with a not-for-profit friends group. 
The farm includes a five-acre com-
mercial crop farm, two greenhouses, 
and a composting facility that all high-
light best practices in sustainable agri-

culture. Seasoned agricultural service 
providers and farming professionals 
comprise all certificate faculty.

The certificate curriculum will pre-
pare both participants who wish to de-
velop agricultural and entrepreneurial 
skills, as well as those wishing to en-
hance their knowledge of vegetable 
production. The program focus is on 
environmentally sound, community 
based small-farm practices. Course 
work includes classroom study and 
hands-on field work, covering both 
practical farming skills and modern 
agricultural concepts.  

A complete listing of courses and de-
scriptions may be found at:  www.suny-
wcc.edu/ce. For further information, 
please contact the Continuing Educa-
tion Office at Westchester Community 
College, 914-606-6830, Administra-
tion Building, Room 207, 75 Grass-
lands Road, Valhalla, New York, 10595.

Farming Certificate Offered at Hilltop Hanover Farm

classes at hilltop hanover Farm begin January 14.
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ACROSS

1. Gas station abbreviation
4. Lawyer’s org.
7. Rotten
10. Hostel
11. Sidekick
12. Getting on
13. This soft drink giant calls 
Somers
home
15. Court divider
16. Admission
18. Cash
21. Detective’s assignment
24. You don’t need a trail to 
find this
Garrison deli
26. Valve
27. Mouthed off
28. Competitors
30. Bikini section
32. Person with a degree
36. Backstabber
37. Cellphone storage card
38. TV network
39. Have a debt to
40. Color of a camel

41. One made by a maid

DOWN
1. Tear
2. Benz followers
3. Nation’s economic stat
4. Uppermost
5. Wild party
6. Soothing agent
7. Dwarfed ornamental trees
8. Stein contents
9. Banned pesticide
14. Spicy sandwich filler
17. Breakaway group
18. More in Madrid
19. Select
20. Work
22. Self-titled envelope, abbr.
23. Purpose
25. Periodical opinion piece
29. Huge
30. Friend
31. Inexperienced
33. Kernel
34. Put to work
35. Songs that “Say So Much,” 
to Elton

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

Across

1. Gas station abbreviation

4. Lawyer's org.

7. Rotten

10. Hostel

11. Sidekick

12. Getting on

13. This soft drink giant calls Somers 
home

15. Court divider

16. Admission

18. Cash

21. Detective's assignment

24. You don't need a trail to find this 
Garrison deli

26. Valve

27. Mouthed off

28. Competitors

30. Bikini section

32. Person with a degree

36. Backstabber

37. Cellphone storage card

38. TV network

39. Have a debt to

40. Color of a camel

41. One made by a maid

Down

1. Tear

2. Benz followers

3. Nation's economic stat

4. Uppermost

5. Wild party

6. Soothing agent

7. Dwarfed ornamental trees

8. Stein contents

9. Banned pesticide

14. Spicy sandwich filler

17. Breakaway group

18. More in Madrid

19. Select

20. Work

22. Self-titled envelope, abbr.

23. Purpose

25. Periodical opinion piece

29. Huge

30. Friend

31. Inexperienced

33. Kernel

34. Put to work

35. Songs that "Say So Much," to Elton

Crossword

See solution on page 12
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advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878

Advertise With Us, It Works!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I 

moved to this area 4 years ago I began my advertising campaign 
with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People 

always mention that they saw my ad in The Examiner and also 
tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad 

was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive response and 
phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and 

they are a pleasure to work with..”

Thornwood Wines & Spirts:
“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday

advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. 
We plan on increasing our advertising with The Examiner in the 

upcoming year.”

It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   
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The  Northern Westchester  Examiner We’re happy to 
help spread the word about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three weeks prior to 
your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be 
sent to Neal Rentz at nrentz@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 7 
Free Medicare Counseling: Get help 

understanding your Medicare benefits and 
coverage on Tuesdays year-round (except 
holidays) at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library in Shrub Oak, from 10 a.m.to 1 
pm. and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Field Library in Peekskill. No 
appointments are necessary for the free 
service. Meet with a trained counselor for 
information about Medicare Parts A, B and 
D, Medicare Advantage Plans, Medicare 
Savings Plans, Extra Help and EPIC .You 
can also call the Senior Benefits Information 
Center helpline with your questions at 914-
231-3260 and a counselor will return your 
call within two business days. For a listing of 
all eight SBIC centers in Westchester libraries, 
go to http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/
senior-benefits-information-centers/. 

Farmers’ Market: The Putnam Valley 
Grange Farmers’ Market is held every 
Tuesday from 3 to 7 p.m. at the corner of Mill 
Street and Peekskill Hollow Road (Adams 
Corners).

Senior Benefits Information: Trained 
volunteer counselors help older adults and 
their caregivers find information about 
government benefits to help them stretch 
their budgets every Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 
Get information on Medicare health and 
prescription plans, nutrition assistance, the 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), 
tax relief programs, and much more. Info: 
914-245-5262 Ext.227 or http://www.
westchesterlibraries.org/sbic.

Checkmate: A chess program is held every 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. It is held in the 
second floor conference room. Info: 914-941-
2416 Ext. 336.

Wednesday, Jan. 8
YJC Celebration:  Jan. 8 is the RSVP 

deadline for the Shabbat Shira and Tu b’ 
Shevat celebration at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. The event will 
include lunch with Rabbi Sternstein, with a 
cost of $15 per person. Info: 914 -245 -2324 
or www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Breast Cancer Support: A Young 
Women’s Breast Cancer Support Group: for 
women who have or had breast cancer at a 
young age meets on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 7 p.m. at the Yorktown offices 
of Support Connection, 40 Triangle Center, 
Suite 100, Advance registration is required 
for all groups; call 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290. For a complete calendar of groups at all 
locations, visit www.supportconnection.org.

Bingo Wednesdays: Come to First Hebrew 
for $2,000 in total guaranteed bingo prizes, 
plus an average of $1,000 awarded in specialty 
games. Doors open 5 p.m. and games begin 

7:15 p.m. every Wednesday (except holidays – 
check First Hebrew’s website calendar.)  First 
Hebrew is just west of the Beach Shopping 
Center at 1821 Main St., Peekskill. Info: 914 
-739-0500 of www.firsthebrew.org. 

Thursday, Jan. 9
Historical Society Program:  The 

Yorktown Historical Society will present 
“Westfield Tower and Farm & The Field 
Family of Mohegan Lake” by Terry Ducey, a 
board member and preservation chair, at 7:30 
p.m. in the nutrition room at the Yorktown 
Community & Cultural Center, 1974 
Commerce St. The free program is open to 
the public. This is a fascinating history of the 
family of William Bradhurst Osgood Field 
and his past properties in Mohegan Lake. 
The story starts in 1850 when the Fields first 
established the property. The story will discuss 
the history of the many houses and buildings 
including the Mansion and Tower and the 
historical importance of the Westfield Farm as 
well as the Fields’ impact on the community. 
Info: call Charles Radke, Yorktown Historical 
Society, program coordinator, at 914-962-
4370 or visit yorktownhistory.org.

Friday, Jan. 10
Free Play Dates: A free play date program 

is being held every Friday from 11 a.m. to 
noon at the Rosenthal JCC Early Childhood 
Center at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The program is intended 
for children between the ages of 16 and 
36 months and their parents or caregivers. 
Children can play, do art and socialize 
all under the direction of an experienced 
early childhood teacher .Pre-registration is 
suggested. Contact Jennifer at 914-962-8430 
or e-mail her at Jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

Winter Services:  During the winter 
months, Sabbath services will begin at 6:15 
p.m. on Friday evenings and at 9:15 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center, 2966 Crompond Rd. Info: 914 -245 
-2324 or www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.
org..

Job Hunting Help: Free drop-in, hands-on 
assistance with online applications, resume 
writing, e-mail accounts and more is held on 
Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the second 
floor conference room at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. Assistance is offered 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. This is not a 
computer class. Info: Cheryl at 941-2416 Ext. 
315.

Saturday, Jan. 11
Cut College Costs: “How to Reduce the 

Cost of Private College” will be discussed at 
1 p.m. at the Somers Library, located in Reis 
Park, off Route 139.Topics will include: What 
is the Financial Aid process? How to navigate 
through this process? What are the elements 
of the Financial Aid formulas?  Differences 

between Need based aid and Merit awards?  
How to locate colleges that might better meet 
your financial goals?  To register, call the 
library at 914 232-5717 or go online at www.
somerslibrary.com.

Comedy night: The Brotherhood 
Comedy Night will be held at Temple Israel 
of Northern Westchester, 31 Glengary Rd., 
Croton. The doors will open at 7 p.m. and 
the show will start at 8 p.m. The show is being 
presented by Temple Israel’s Brotherhood. 
The performers are Tom McTiernan, Mike 
Fine and Cory Kahaney. There will be a cash 
bar and snacks and desserts will be served 
following the show. Tickets are $40. For 
questions on Comedy Night reservations, 
contact Rich Schupper at rmschupp@aol.
com. You may place orders directly through 
the Temple website www.tinw.org and follow 
the links.

Waterfowl And eagles: Teatown Lake 
Reservation is presenting a program on 
Wintering Waterfowl and Eagles this 
morning. Meet leader Charlie Roberts at the 
Croton River boat ramp (beyond the Croton 
Metro-North station) at 9 a.m. Following 
the walk at noon, a free pot luck soup lunch 
will be offered at the Croton Point Nature 
Center. RSVP if you plan to attend the lunch. 
Those wishing to donate bread, beverages 
or dessert should send an e-mail to office@
sawmillriveraudubon.org. The program is co-
sponsored by the Saw Mill River Audubon. 
Info: 914--762--2912 Ext. 110 or Teatown.
org.

Making Musical Instruments:  Make a 
Musical Instrument will be held from 2 to 
4 p.m. at HVCCA, 1701 Main St. Peekskill. 
Create a musical instrument out of found 
objects inspired by artist Chen Zhen. Info: 
914.788.0100 or info@hvcca.org. 

Lunch & Learn: A Shabbat service/Lunch 
& Learn, a lively discussion of the weekly 
Torah portion led by Rabbi Fred Schwalb, will 
be held at 9:30 a.m. today and on Jan. 18 and 
25 at the Hebrew Congregation of Somers, 
located at Cypress Lane and Mervin Drive. 
Info: 914-248-9532.

ossining Farmers Market:  The Ossining 
Down to Earth Farmers Market is held year-
round on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the corner of Main and Spring Streets. Info: 
914-923-4837 Ext. 202.

overeaters Anonymous: Worried about 
the way you eat? If food rules your life, 
Overeaters Anonymous may have the answer 
for you. There is no weigh-ins, dues or fees. 
The group meets on Saturdays from 8:30 to 
9:30 am at the fourth floor conference at the 
Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, 1350 Route 
9,  Garrison. Info: call/text Lisa at 917-716-
2488.

Sunday, Jan. 12
Warm Up: Warm Up with Mammals will 

be held from 11 a.m. to noon at Teatown 

Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. Learn how mammals cope with 
winter’s frosty temperatures. The program is 
free for Teatown members and $5 for non-
members. Teatown programs require pre-
registration. Info: 914--762--2912 Ext. 110 or 
Teatown.org.

Sisterhood Book Club: The Sisterhood 
Book Club will meet at 11 a.m. at the 
Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond 
Rd. The book to be discussed is, “Does 
the Soul Survive?” by Rabbi Elie Kaplan 
Spitz. Info: 914 -245 -2324 or www.info@
yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Healing Yoga: Yoga classes for women 
with breast cancer are held at 5 p.m. on 
Sundays at Hudson Yoga, 5 Old Post Rd. 
South, Croton-on-Hudson. Weekly classes 
are being conducted by rotating instructors.  
The suggestion is $15. Info: Ellisha Simpson 
at 914-319-4010 or send an e-mail to info@
laughingheartsyoga.com.

Bingo: Bingo will be played tonight and 
Jan. 26 at the Yorktown Jewish Center, 2966 
Crompond Rd. The doors will open at 5 p.m. 
and play begins at 6:30 p.m. There will be 
$3,000 in prizes awarded during each Sunday 
session. Food will be available. Info: 914-245-
2324 or yorktownjewishcenter.org.

Monday, Jan. 13
Computer Classes: Computer classes are 

conducted every Monday from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on the second floor at the Ossining Public 
Library, 53 Croton Ave. Info: 914-941-2416 
or ossininglibrary.org.

Breast Cancer Support:  Support 
Connection provides a Breast Cancer 
Support Group on the second Monday of 
the month at Hudson Valley Hospital Center, 
1980 Crompond Rd., Cortlandt. Advance 
registration is required for all groups; call 914-
962-6402 or 800-532-4290. For a complete 
calendar of groups at all locations, visit www.
supportconnection.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 14
Helping Homeless Veterans: The 

Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Chapter 21 and My Brother Vinny need 
your help in assisting homeless veterans. 
Once a homeless veteran is approved by 
the government for apartment living, the 
veteran needs all the furnishings, linens, 
towels, cooking, eating utensils to set up his 
new apartment. One item that is desperately 
needed is window air conditioners. Anyone 
who wishes to donate an air conditioner, 
bed linens or towels may drop them off at 
St. Luke’s Church’s basement, Route 100, 
Somers NY.  Hours of drop-off are Monday 
and Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. and 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please 
leave your name and address so we may 
thank you. Info:  914-277-4822.
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Adoption
ADOPT: The sTOrk DiDn'T cAll; 
we hOPe yOu will! Loving, happy 
family seeking to adopt baby to complete
our family. Contact Robin/Neil:† 866-
303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

Auctions
Buy or sell at AArauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Help WAnted
Oil Drivers wAnTeD: slOmin’s, 
the prominent, established HVAC com-
pany, is looking for full-time, seasonal 
Oil Drivers.  Qualified candidates will 
be responsible for delivering home heat-
ing oil to residential customers in an as-
signed territory. We offer a competitive 
salary (hourly base + commission) and 
generous benefits package, incl. medical, 
dental, prescript., vision, supp. long term 
disability and life ins., and more. Class A 
or B CDL license w/ Hazmat and Tank 
endorsements required. At least 6 months 
- 1 year exp. Must be able to lift at least 
50 lbs. Previous oil delivery experience a 
plus. Must be able to pass a pre-employ-
ment drug test and background check. 
Applications accepted m-F, 8am-5pm at 

125 lauman ln. hicksville, ny 11801 
or fax resume to 516-932-8431 or call 
516-932-8108.

Airline cAreers begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Home improvement
hAs yOur BuilDinG shiFTeD Or 
seTTleD? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 

and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd
nys lAnD FOr sAle 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
with Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top 
Maple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Ap-
ple Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

miscellAneous
sAwmills from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

music instruction
PiAnO lessOns in yOur hOme. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  I 
teach all levels and ages, beginners wel-
come. $35.  Please call scott Pollack at 
914-235-5416 or email spollack@west-
net.com

out of stAte reAl estAte
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 

Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WAnted
mOsT cAsh PAiD FOr paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PleAse cAll AArOn AT 914-
654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 010714

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32
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‘Riger’ 
Sets in 
Late on 
Somers

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Despite a valiant effort
from somers senior F
Josh Riger (22) and the
Tuskers, somers High
suffered a last-second 62-
61 loss to Zack Nolan's 
state-ranked PutnamValley 
Tigers in the 7th annual 
Putnam Challenge last 
saturday at Brewster High 
school... see Boys’ Hoops 
Notebook
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS

Class A Grid Notebook

continued next page

Boys Hoops Notebook

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

State-ranked (No.3) Putnam Valley 
(7-1) has to figure out a way to put an 
opponent down, or the Tigers will get 
bit in the butt when they least expect it, 
perhaps against a Peekskill or a Panas in 
the quickly-approaching League I-C slate. 
Saturday, in its thrilling 62-61 win over 
a game Somers (2-6) outfit, proved that 
Putnam Valley has a penchant for pulling 
out nail-biters in one of six games played 
in the seventh annual Putnam Challenge 
at Brewster High.

“It’s good for us to win these close 
game,” PV boss Mike McDonnell said of 
the Tigers, a 2013 Class B semifinalists. 
“It’s not good for my mental well-being, 
but it’s good for us to be tested like this. We 
just need better execution or eventually 
that will bite you in the end. Somers did 
a really good job of mixing defenses and 
keeping us just a little off balance. We’ll be 
in the gym at 7:00 a.m. Sunday because 
we’ve got to execute better. We’re a little 
up and down and that will get you in the 
end.”

All-Section PV guard Zach Coleman 
(18 points, five rebounds) gave the Tigers 
a 62-61 lead after hitting one of two free 
throws with 27 seconds remaining, but 
the Tigers missed three of four free throws 
down the stretch, an Achilles Heel they 

must mend (PV hit only 
20 of 33 free throws). 

The Tigers’ defense, 
which has been staunch 
all season, prevailed in the 
end when, on the Tuskers’ 
final offensive possession, 
senior F Jelani Bell-Isaac 
blocked Matt Moros’ 
(15 points, three assists) 
baseline drive with just 
over a second left. Somers 
regained the ball with 0.8 
second left, but 6’9” C 
Max parks was unable to 
get a good look before the 
final horn. Parks did hit 
on a conventional 3-point 
play to tie it at 59-all with 
just over a minute to play, 
which was preceded by an 
eye-popping Ryan Basso 
to Bell-Isaac two-fisted 
alley-oop dunk for a 59-
56 PV lead. Bell-Isaac 
finished with 12 points, 
five rebounds, two steals 
and four blocks.

Somers hit nine shots 
from downtown to stay 
in the game and push 
the Tigers to the limit, 
including a 46-39 Tusker 
lead before the Tigers 

turned the corner midway through the 
third. 

Putnam Valley junior guard Zack 
Nolan, who finished with 11 
points, eight rebounds and was 
named the game’s MVP and 
hopes the Tigers can utilize this 
win to string together a good 
stretch as the league slate heats 
up in earnest in the days ahead.

“I think this game is going to 
be our springboard,” Nolan said, 
“where we just take off and keep 
winning. I haven’t looked at the 
rankings, but if we’re not No.1 
we’re not where we need to be.”
In other Putnam Challenge 
action:

MAHOPAC got yet another 
impressive performance from 
its dynamic senior duo when F 
Ryan Simone scored 22 points 
and collared nine rebounds en 
route to an MVP performance 
in Mahopac’s 65-47 win over 
Dobbs Ferry.

“He’s been a beast all 
season,”Mahopac Coach Kevin 
Downes said.

Indian G RJ Martinez added 
14 points, 12 boards and four 
assists.

“The good thing is I still 
don’t think we have seen his 

best performance yet and that bodes well 
for us,” Downes said. “To say he has been 
a tremendous addition to the team would 
be a huge understatement.”

Senior point guard Glenn Janik, 
arguably one of the hardest-working role 
players in the area, added 10 points, six 
boards and six assists.

The Indians remained unbeaten (8-0) 
but still have their biggest tests ahead, 
including a bout with undefeated, state-
ranked (No.25) White Plains at the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
Showcase Event, at Monroe College (New 
Rock City) on January 11th at 6 p.m.

Class C State-ranked (No.10) 
HALDANE (7-2) scored a 72-60 win over 
North Salem. MVP Peter Hoffman was 
the real deal and has been so all season. 

“He’s like another coach on the floor,” 
Coach Virgadamo said of the “The Hoff ”, 
who added four blocks, eight boards and 
three steals. “His game had improved 
each year and he is now a dangerous 
player. His offensive game is balanced 
and he can rebound and block shots with 
the best.”

Ryan McCollum (17 points), Garret 
Quigley (14) and John Rotando (10) 
were all double-digit scorers for the 
Blue Devils, who have big week ahead, 
including a pivotal league clash with Hen 
Hud, which both clubs are pretty stoked 
for.

CROTON G Teejay Searight scored a 
career-high 20 points in a 60-59 loss to 
John Jay CR. Owen Ackerman added a 

Put Valley, Mahopac, Haldane Come up Big in Putnam Challenge

Unbeaten Mahopac Remains atop Putnam/NWE Hoops Poll
Panas Takes Somers Title; PV, Peekskill Fall 
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Mahopac senior G Glenn Janik goes baseline in Putnam Challenge.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOs

Mahopac senior F Ryan simone had 22 points and nine boards en 
route to MVP honors in 65-47 win over 
Dobbs Ferry in Putnam Challenge.

Mahopac swingman Chris Esernio has provided a third consistent 
threat for the Indians and did so at the Putnam Challenge saturday.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor

Section 1 football, on the whole, has 
not been this wide open in several years. 
Whether it be Class AA, A or B, there are 
few if any (so-called) experts, including 
local coaches, who aren’t surprised by a 
weekly upset or two.

The one thing we do know is that 
undefeated, state-ranked (No.10) Rye and 
unranked Sleepy Hollow, plus Panas (4-1) 
are about the only teams in Class A that 
are not in a win-or-go-home situation. 
Everybody else in playoff contention needs 
to win in order to qualify for the post season 
(4 teams from each of two leagues) as we 
head into a pivotal Week 6 of action after 
another weekend of upsets; none bigger than 
LAKELAND’s 20-6 win over visiting John 
Jay on Homecoming Day win at the Hive. By 
handing the Indians (4-1) their first defeat 
of the season, Lakeland (3-2) chalked up a 
win it could hang its hat on against a state-
ranked (No.21) John Jay club that entered 
the game believing it was one of two teams 
that could compete for the section title.

But Lakeland RBs Jimmy Flaherty and 
Anthony Capozzi had other ideas as each 
rushed for a touchdown to take a 13-6 lead, 
and with less than two minutes to play, 

Hornet DB Greg Lenane picked off a Ryan 
Lee pass and went 67 yards to the house to 
secure the win. Flaherty’s diving 12-yard 
dash to the pylon gave Lakeland a 13-6 lead 
late in the fourth quarter after John Jay had 
tied it up on a 15-yard run by Lee.

After two years of last-minute losses that 
continued to pile up for the Hornets, this 
victory validated their hard work and the 
can-do attitude of Coach Rob Cappelli, 
one of the most underrated coaches in the 
section.

“I give all the credit to the coaches for that 
game,” Flaherty said. “We finally believed in 
them and in each other and came together 
as a family.”

While the playoffs seem like a longshot, 
the Hornets did throw a major monkey 
wrench into the Class A playoff picture. 

 “Without a doubt, the last two years 
have been tough with all the last minute 
losses,” Lakeland QB Brian Prunty admitted. 
“A lot of teams and coaches would throw 
in the towel. Coach caps worked us even 
harder this week to make sure that wouldn’t 
happen. He told us after putting us on the hill 
Monday Tuesday and Wednesday (spring 
and bear crawls) that we would thank him 
Friday night, and he was absolutely right. It 
felt awesome to get a big win like that.”

YORKTOWN RB Eric Meyreles had 
just 11 touches on Saturday, but he made 
the most of them, scoring a pair of TDs 
and gaining 82 yards from scrimmage in 
Yorktown’s 42-14 league blowout of visiting, 
state-ranked (No.15) Horace Greeley.

Minus the versatile Meyreles the previous 
four games (broken foot), Yorktown’s offense 
was missing that special something: Call it 
moxie. Upon his return, though, spirited 
Yorktown looked like a different team as he 
helped open up the offense for Husker FB 
Connor Vercruysse and RB Ricky Alvarado, 
who each ran for second-quarter scores. 
Vercruysse added a second-half score and 
Alvarado (60-yard score) was an absolute 
monster, wreaking consistent havoc on the 
Quakers. Meryeles rushed for one score and 
caught a 31-yard touchdown from steadily-
improving junior Ryan Baker as Yorktown 
went up 28-7 at the half. Looking his 
sharpest, Baker completed 7-of-7 passes for 
142 yards. He scrambled for another 38 as 
Yorktown rushed for 312 yards on 42 carries 
on a celebratory Homecoming Day where 
the Huskers (3-2) honored their 1993-94 
NYS championship teams on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

With Meyreles back in action, the 

Sports

Win-and-Get-In Scenarios Abundant in Week 6 Action
Panas, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown on Cusp of Playoff Contention

Lakeland’s Jimmy Flaherty looked like the best player on the field in Homecoming win over Jay last Friday.

Andrew Sofroniou and the Lakeland D did some serious snot-knocking in win over Jay.

RAY GALLAGHER/COLIN SMITH PHOTOS
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dozen for the Tigers (4-1), who suffered 
their first loss of the year. Jay’s Matt Stroud 
(20 points) and Phil Toon (13) got the 
better of the Tigers, though, including 
Toon’s buzzer-beater. 

BYRAM HILLS went big on 
YORKTOWN in a 61-49 victory over the 
pesky Huskers, who were no match for 
6’7” Andrew Groll, who scored nine of his 
game-high 23 points in the fourth quarter 
en route to an MVP effort.  

“I was proud of the resolve our kids 
showed,” second-year Coach Chris Caputi 
said of the Huskers, who saw burly Ricky 
Corrado score 12 points. “The kids really 
play hard and everyone is ready for their 
number to be called. The kids want this. 
We’re trying to change the culture here.”

Host BREWSTER remained winless 
after the Bears suffered a 56-43 loss 
to surging Mamaroneck. Brewster G 

Donnell Patterson hit four 3’s and 
drained a team-high 18 points 
while Dima Monaghan had eight 
points and seven boards for the 
Bears, who scored just six points in 
the second and fourth quarters and 
face Carmel Tuesday looking to get 
off the schneid. 

In other Saturday action, HEN 
HUD’s Adam Laub scored 10 
points, grabbed six boards and 
added three steals in the Sailors’ 44-
27 win over Port Chester.

“We’re coming off a much needed 
win to get back on track after a 
whacky break,” Sailor first-year 
Coach Jordan Hirsch said. “It’s a big 
week for us. All games are home, 
and our crowd has been great and 
I’m hopeful this week they will be 
even better! I have a ton of respect 
for Haldane. They are very well 
coached, intense and play a fun 
brand of basketball. We will have 
our hands full and will definitely 
need those Bleacher Creatures out 
in full force!”
THE FORECAST

Panas visits Lakeland today while 
host Yorktown gets a rematch with 

PV before its Crop. Both should prove 
fruitful for the Panthers and Tigers on 
the road, which should set up Thursday’s 
mutual battle at PV.

Haldane visits Hen Hud Thursday 
where the winner gets a leg up on the 
League I-D crown. The Sailors will need 
a strong turnout from the Bleacher 
Creatures to prevail.

Jan. 14th is Big Monday in this neck of 
the woods with Somers visiting Mahopac 
and Putnam Valley paying Peekskill a 
social call. The winner of each gets a league 
up in the League I-B and I-C title chases, 
respectively. A win by the Tuskers could 
turn their season around. A loss would be 
more of the same. Mahopac needs a big 
test before White Plains.
THE #TAG POLL

No.1 Mahopac – Should be interesting 

to see backcourt buddies Mike 
DeMello and RJ Martinez 
go head-to-head in Hoops 
for a Cure (JDRF). Two of 
the section’s top guards will 
have at it this Saturday at 
Monroe College. P.S. Where 
were all the Maniacs (@
MahopacManiacs) Saturday 
#CallinYouOut?

No.2 Put Valley – I guess 
winning has already become 
old hat to PV fans because the 
student body couldn’t travel 
across the county to Brewster 
for the Somers game on 
a late Saturday afternoon 
#DrinktheKoolAid

No.3 Panas – Just don’t 
think the Panthers have 
the speed to run with PV 
Thursday #ProveMeWrong.

No.4 Peekskill – Season 
could turn on a dime with 
win over PV Monday 
#ProveMeRight.

No.5 Somers – Gave PV 
fits just like this five-spot is 
giving me in the poll. We’d 
normally go Carmel here 
but the Croton loss is vexing 
#NoTakers!

THE SHRUB OAK 
ATHLETIC CLUB

Will be taking registrations for Baseball, Lacrosse and Softball 
at Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School on Route 132 

on the following dates:
2014 SPRING SEASON:

Snow Date Saturday, Feb 1 ONLY 
if Saturday, January 18 OR 25* are cancelled due to weather

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
Sat., Jan 18 -  9am-2pm
Sat., Jan 25 -  9am-12pm

GIRLS LACROSSE
Travel Grades 3 through 8

Grade 1 & 2 Cinic
Sat., Jan 18th 9am-2pm

Wed, Jan 22 7pm-9pm       Sat, Jan 25 9am-12pm

Boys: Ages 5-16      Girls: Ages 5-16
Wed, Jan 22  -  7pm-9pm

Saturday, Feb. 1st 9am-12pm

Birth or Baptismal certifi cates are required for all new registrants. An additional 
fee of $20 per participant will be charged after January 30th. 

All returned checks will be subject to a $25. bank charge.

Lacrosse Fee: Clinic $80.00 & Travel $120 • Baseball Fee: $110.00
Softball Fee: $110.00 • Family Membership Fee: included in fees

Instructional League: Boys: Ages 5 and 6 • Girls Age 5

For further information 
Softball Director-Mike Houlihan 962-7099

Baseball Director: Jim Ray 962-7099
Girls’ Lacrosse Director Vin Collins 962-4579

BASEBALL - BOYS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 7-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

SOFTBALL - GIRLS
Bantams Minors Majors Pony
Ages 6-8 9 & 10 11 & 12 13 -16

S.O.A.C. VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Season: MARCH 10 - JUNE 7

Age Divisions:
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 3-4
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 5-6
GIRLS & BOYS IN GRADES 7-8

*Net Height Adjusted and use of Lighter Volleyballs per age group
Sign Ups: COPPER BEECH MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA

SAT. 1/18 9am-2pm • WED.1/22 7pm-9pm • SATURDAY 1/25 9am-12 Noon
SAT. FEB. 1 SNOW MAKE UP ONLY IF SAT JAN. 18 OR 25 ARE CANCELLED
VOLLEYBALL FEE: $110 • SOAC FAMILY MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED IN FEE

For Further Information Contact: Joe Felipe, Volleyball Coordinator
jfelipe_127@hotmail.com

Put Valley G Ryan Basso steps in front of  somers C Max 
Parks for steal in Tigers’ 62-61 win over Tuskers last 
saturday.

Put Valley G Zack Nolan goes at somers F Ryan Grossman en route 
to MVP performance in Tigers’ 62-61 win at Putnam Challenge.
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Beach Shopping Center 
47 Dayton Lane • Peekskill 

(914) 739-3333
Visit our website: 

ozzyautoclinicny.com
Mon-Fri 7:30-6pm • Sat 7:30am - 5pm

Ozzy’s Auto Clinic and Discount Tire Center
UP
TOOil Change$1995  

Includes Tire Rotation & Safety Check
MOST CARS. $2.50 Hazardous Material Disposal Fee. 

With this coupon •  Not to be combined 
with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/13 •See Store For Details

$120 OFF  
Set of 4 Tires: Michelin, 

Goodyear,  Continental & General
With this coupon • Not to be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9/30/13
See Store For DetailsExp. 2/28/14

Purchase any set of 
4 MICHELIN or GOODYEAR Tires 

and Get $70 Rebate
See store for details. 

Exp. 2/28/14
 

Tuskers 
Feeling 
‘Moros’ 

After 
Last-

Second 
Loss 
to PV

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

somers G Matt Moros is 
checked tightly by Putnam 
Valley G Zach Coleman in 
the Tuskers’ 62-61 loss 
to the Tigers last saturday 
at the 7th annual Putnam 
Challenge at Brewster 
High school... see Boys 
Hoops Notebook inside


